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Preface  by  the  Editor. 


IF  to  divert  and  entertain,  and  at  the  fame  time,  to  injlrufi,  and  i 
the  minds  of  the  YOUTH  of  boihj-:xes: 

If  to  inculcate  religion  and  morality  in  fo  eafy  and  agreeable  a  manner, 
as  fhall  render  them  equally  delightful  and  profitable : 

If  to  fet  forth,  in  the  moft  exemplary  lights,  the  parental,  \\itflial, 
and  the  facial  duties : 

If  to  paint  VICE  in  it's  proper  colours,  to  make  it  dejervedly  odious ; 
and  to  fet  VIRTUE  in  it's  own  amiable  light,  to  make  it  lovely: 

If  to  draw  characters  wiihjuftnefs,  and  to  fupport  them  diflinftly  : 

If  to  raife  a  diftrefs  from  natural  caufes,  and  excite  companion  from 
jujl  ones  : 

If  to  teach  the  man  of 'fortune  how  to  ufe  it ;  the  man  of  pajfion,  how 
Mbfubdue  it;  and  the  man  of  intrigue,  how  gracefully,  anu  with  honour 
to  himfelf,  to  reclaim: 

If  to  give/nz<#/Vtf/examples,  worthy  to  be  followed  in  the  molf  critical 
and  ajfefiing  cafes,  by  the  virgin,  the  bride,  and  the  wife: 

If  to  effecl  all  thefe  good  ends,  without  raifing  a  /ingle  idea  through- 
out the  whole  that  mail  fhock  the  exadeit  purity,  even  in  the  warmeft 
of  thofe  inilances  where  purity  would  be  moil  apprehenfive : 

If  thefe  be  laudable  recommendations,  the  Editor  of  the  following 
Letteis,  which  have  their  foundation  in  truth,  ventures  to  afTert  that  all 
thefe  ends  are  obtained  here;  and  writes  with  the  more  aflurance  of 
fuccefs,  as  an  Editor  may  be  allowed  to  judge  with  more  impartiality 
than  is  often  to  be  found  in  an  Author, 


To 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Piece  intituled  PAMELA; 
or,  VIRTUE  Rewarded. 


DEAR    SIR, 

I  Have  had  inexpreffible  pleafure  in  the  perufal  of  your  PAMELA, 
It  entirely  anfwers  the  character  you  givecf  it  in  your  Preface;  nor 
have  you  faid  one  word  too  much  in  commendation  of  apiece  that  ha.* 
advantages  and  excellencies  peculiar  to  itfelf.  For,  beddes  the  beau- 
tiful fimplicity  of  the  ftiie,  and  a  happy  propriety  and  clearnefs  of* 
exprefEon,  (the  Letters  being  written  under  the  immediate  impreffion  of 
every  circumiunce  which  occaHoned  them,  and  that  to  thofe  who  had 
a  right  to  know  the  fair  writer's  moil  fccret  thoughts)  the  ieversl 
paffions  of  the  mind  mult,  of  courfe,  be  more  affectingly  defcribed,  and 
Nature  may  be  traced  in  her  undifguifcd  inclinations  with  much  more 
propriety  and  exaclnefs  than  can  poffibly  be  found  in  a  detail  of  action* 
long  paft,  which  are  never  recollected  with  the  fame  affe&ions,  hopes, 
and  dreads,  with  which  they  were  felt  when  they  occurred. 

This  little  book  will  infallibly  be  looked  upon  as  the  hitherto 
much- wanted  ftandard  or  pattern  for  this  kind  of  writing:  for  it 
abounds  with  lively  images  and  pictures ;  with  incidents  natural,  fur. 
prizing,  and  perfectly  adapted  to  the  itory;  with  <ircumftances  inte- 
refllng  to  persons  in  common  life,  as  well  as  to  thcfe  in  exalted  ftations. 
The  greateft  regard  is  every-whcre  paid  in  it  to  decency,  and  to  every 
duty  of  life:  there  is  a  conflant  fitnefs  of  the  flile  to  the  p?rfons  and 
charafters  defcribed;  pleafure  and  infraction  here  always  go  hand  in 
hand;  vice  and  viitue  are  fet  in  conftant  oppofition,  and  religion  every 
where  inculcated  in  it's  native  beauiy,  and  cheerful  amiablenefs  ;  not 
dreifed  up  in  ft  iff,  melancholy,  or  gloomy  forms,  en  one  hand;  nor  yet, 
en  the  o^her,  clebafed  below  it's  clue  dignity,  and  noble  requifites,  in 
compliment  to  a  too  faihionable,  but  depraved  taile.  And  this  I  will 
boldiy  fay, -that  if  it's  numerous  beauties  are  added  to  it's  excellent 
tendency,  it  will  be  found  worthy  a  place,  not  only  in  all  families, 
(efpecially  fuch  as  have  in  them  young  perfons  of  either  fex)  but  in  the 
collections  of  the  moft  curious  and  polite  readers.  For  as  it  borrows, 
none  of  it's  excellencies  from  the  romantick  flights  of  unnatural 
fan^y,  it's  being  founded  in  truth  and  nature,  ana  built  upon  experi- 
erh.  e,  will  be  alaiting  recommendation  to  ihe  difccrning  and  judicious; 
while  the  agreeable  variety  of  occurrences  and  characters,  in  which  it 
abounds,  will  no;  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  gay  and  more 
fprightiy  readers. 

The  mor»!  refl^ons  and  ufes  to  be  drawn  from  the  feveral  parts  of 
this  admirable  history,  ar^  fo  happily  deduced  from  a  crowd  of  diffe- 
rent ev.-nts  ano  chjr<u':ter.r,  id  ihe  concluficn  of  the  work,  that  I  ihull 
fay  the  1  fs  on  that  head.  But,  I  think,  the  hints  you  have  given  me, 
ihould  alfo  prefatorily  be  given  to  the  publick;  <vi«.  That  it  will  ap- 
pear 


Vl  TO    THE    EDITOR   OF   PAMELA. 

pear  from  feveral  things  mentioned  in  the  letters,  that  the  flory  mufl 
have  happened  within  thefe  thirty  years  paft;  that  you  have  been 
obliged  to  vary  feme  of  the  names  of  perfons,  places,  &c.  and  to  dif- 
guiie  a  few  of  the  circumilances,  in  order  to  avoid  giving  offence  to 
ibme  perfons,  who  would  not  chufe  to  be  pointed  out  too  plainly  in 
at;  though  they  would  be  glad  it  may  do  the  good  fo  laudably  intended 
by  the  publication.  And  as  you  have  in  confidence  fubmitted  to  my 
opinion  fome  of  thofe  variations,  I  am  much  pk-afed,  that  you  have  fo 
managed  the  matter,  as  to  make  no  alteration  in  the  fa£ts ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  have  avoided  the  aigrefiive  prolixity  too  frequently 
made  ufe  of  on  fuch  occafions. 

Little  Book,  Charming  PAMELA!  face  the  world*  and  never  doubt 
of  finding  friends  and  admirers,  not  only  in  thine  own  country,  but 
far  from  home.  The  reigning  depravity  of  the  times  has  yet  left  Virtue 
many  votaries.  Of  their  protection  you  need  not  dcfpair.  May  every 
Jieadftrong  libertine,  whofe  hands  you  reach,  be  reclaimed ;  and  every 
tempted  virgin  who  reads  you,  imitate  the  virtue,  and  meet  the  reward 
of  the  high-meriting,  though  low  defcended  PAMELA!  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  nwft  obedient  y 

And  faithful  Servant, 

J.  B.D.  F, 


To  my  worthy  Friend  the  Editor  of  PAMELA. 

S  I  R, 

I  Return  the  manufcript  of  Pamela  by  the  bearer,  which  I  have  read 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure.  It  is  written  with  that  fpirit  of 
truth,  and  agreeable  fimplicity,  which,  though  much  wanted,  is  i  >1- 
dom  found  in  thofe  pieces  which  are  calculated  for  the  entertainment 
and  initruftion  of  the  publick.  It  carries  conviction  in  every  part  of 
it;  and  the  incidents  are  fo  natural  and  interefting,  that  1  have  gone 
hand-in-hand,  and  fympathized  with  the  pretty  heroine  in  all  her  iuf- 
ferings,  and  been  extremely  anxious  for  her  fafefy,  under  the  appre- 
henfions  of  the  bad  confequences  which  I  expelled,  every  page,  would 
enfue  from  the  laudable  refinance  fne  made.  I  have  interefted  myfclf 
in  all  her  fchemes  of  efcape  ;  been  alternately  pleafed  and  angry  with 
her  in  her  reftraint;  pleafed  with  the  little  machinations  and  con- 
trivances (he  fet  on  foot  for  her  releafe,  and  angry  for  fuffering  her 
fear  to  defeat  them;  always  lamenting,  with  a  moil  fenfible  concern, 
the  mifcarriages  of  her  hopes  and  projects.  In  fiiort,  the  whole  is  fo 
affe&ing,  that  there  is  no  reading  it  without  uncommon  concern  and 
emotion.  Thus  far  only  as  to  the  entertainment  it  gives. 

As  to  inftrutiion  and  morality,   the  piece  is  full  of  both.     It  mews 
virtue  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  and  fenders  the  practice  of  it  amiable  and 
lovely.     The  beautiful  fuffcrer  keeps  it  ever  in  her  view,  without  the 
lead  oflentation  or  pride-,  me  has  it  fo  ftrongly  implanted  in  her,  that, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  her  fufferings,  me  does  not  fo  much  as 
hefitate  once  whether  (he  (hull  facriike  it  to  liberty  and  ambition,  or 
not;  but,  as  if  there  were  no  other  way  to  free  and  fave  herfelf,  car- 
ries on  a  determined  purpofe  to  perfevere  in  her  innocence,  and  wade 
with  it  throughout  all  difficulties  and  temptations,  or  perifh  under 
them.     It  is  furprifing,  and  exemplary,    that  a  young  perfon,  fo  cir- 
cumflanced  as  flic  was,  could,  in  contempt  of  proffered  grandeur  on 
the  one  fide,  and  in  defiance  of  penury  on  the  other,   fo  happily  and 
prudently  conduct  herfelf  through  fuch  a  feries  of  perplexities   and 
troubles,  and  withfland  the  alluring  baits  and  offers  of  a  fine  gentle- 
man, fo  generally  admired  and  eflermed  for  the  agreeablenefs  of  his 
perfon  and  his  good  qualities,   defeat  all  his  meafures  with  fo  much 
addrefs,  and  oblige  him,   at  lafl,   to  give  over  his  piirfuit,    and  facri- 
fice  his  pride  and  ambition  to  virtue,  and   become  the  protector  of 
that  innocence  which  he  fo  long  and  fo  indefatigably  laboured  to  fup- 
planr  :  and  all  this  without  ever  having  entertained  the  leaft  previous 
defigri  or  thought  for  that  purpofe:  no  art  ufed  to  inflame  him  ;  no 
coquetry  pra£lifed  to  tempt  or  ent:ce  him;  and  no  prudery  or  afFefta- 
tion  to  tamper  with  his  paffions;  but,  on  the  contrary,  artlefs  and  un- 
praftifed  in  the  wiles  of  the  world,   all  her  endeavours,   and  even  all 
her  wifh-es,  tended  only  to  render  herfelf  as  unamiabl.e  as  (he  could  in 
his  eyes;  though  at  the  fame  time  me  is  fo  far  from  having  any  aver- 
fion  to  his  perfon,  that  fhe  feems  rather  prepofTeiTed  in  his  favour j  and 
admires  his  excellences,   while   me  condemns  his  paffion  for  her.     A 
glorious  inftance  of  felf-denial.     Thus  her  very  rep u lies  became  at- 
'traftions:  the  more  fhe  refitted,  the  more  fhe  charmed;   and  the  very 
means  fhe  ufed  to  guard  her  virtue,  the  more  endangered  it,  by  in- 

B  flawing 


viu  TO    THE    EDITOR    OF    PAME1A, 

flaming  his  pafilons :  till  at  laft,  by  perfeverance,  and  a  refb'lute  de- 
fence, the  befieged  not  only  obtained  a  glorious  victory  over  the  be- 
fieger,  but  took  him  prifoner  too. 

I  am  charmed  with  the  beautiful  reflections  /he  makes  in  the  courfe 
x>f  herdiilreffcs;  her  foliloquies,  and  little  reafonings  with  herfelf,  are 
exceeding  pretty  and  entertaining  :  me  pours  out  all  her  foul  in  them 
before  her  parents  without  difguife;  fo  that  one  may  judge  of,  nay 
"alfnoft  fee,  the  inmoft  recerTes  of  her  mind.  A  pure,  clear  fountain 
of  troth  and  innocence ;  a  magazine  of  virtue,  and  unblemifhed 
thoughts! 

I  cannot  conceive  why  you  fliould  hefitate  a  moment  as  to  the  pub- 
lication of  this  very  natural  and  uncommon  piece.  I  could  wifli  to 
fee  it  out  in  it's  own  native  fimplicity,  which  will  affect  and  pleafe  the 
reader  beyond  all  the  firokes  of  oratory  in  the  world;  for  thole  will 
but  fpoil  it:  and  mould  you  permit  fuch  a  murdering  hand  to  be  laid 
upon  it,  to  glofs  and  tinge  it  over  with  fuperfluous  and  needlefs  de- 
'  coratiojis,  which,  like  too  much  drapery  in  fculpture  and  ftatuary, 
will  but  encumber  it;  it  may  difguife  the  facts,  mar  the  reflections,  and 
unnaturalize  the  incidents,  fo  as  to  be  loft  in  a  multiplicity  of  fine  idle 
words  and  phrafes,  and  reduce  our  fterling  fubflance  into  an  empty 
fhadow,  or  rather  frenchify  our  Englijb  folidity  into  froth  and  whip- 
fyllabub.  No;  let  us  have  Pamela  as  Pamela  wrote  it;  in  her  own 
.words,  without  amputation  or  addition.  Produce  her  to  us  in  her 
neat  country-apparel,  fuch  as  me  appeared  in  on  her  intended  depar- 
ture to  her  parents ;  for  fuch  beft  becomes  her  innocence  and  beautiful 
Simplicity.  Such  a  drefs  will  belt  e^ify  and  entertain.  The  flowing 
robes  of  oratory  may  indeed  amufe  and  amaze,  but  will  never  ftrike 
the  mind  with  folid  attention, 

In  Ihort,  Sir,  a  piece  of  this  kind  is  much  wanted  in  the  world, 
which  is  too  much,  as  well  as  too  early,  debauched  by  pernicious  wo- 
wels.  I  know  nothing  entertaining  of  that  kind,  that  one  might  ven- 
ture to  recommend  to  the  perufal  (much  lefs  the  imitation)  of  the 
youth  of  either  fex:  all  that  I  have  hitherto  read,  tends  only  to  cor- 
rupt their  principles,  rmilead  their  judgments,  and  initiate  them  into 
gallantry  and  loofe  pleafures, 

Publifh,  then,  this  good,  this  edifying  and  inftructive  little  piece, 
for  their  fakes.  The  honour  of  Pamela's  fex  demands  Pamela  at 
your  hands,  to  mew  the  world  an  heroine,  almoft  beyond  example,  in 
an  unufual  fcene  of  life,  whom  no  temptations  or  fufferings  could  fub- 
due.  It  is  a  fine  and  glorious  original  for  the  fair  to  copy  out  and 
imitate.  Our  own  fex,  too,  require  it  of  you,  to  free  us,  in  fome 
ineafure,  from  the  imputation  of  being  incapable  of  the  impreffions 
of  virtue  and  honour. 

In  fhort,  the  caufe  of  virtue  calls  for  the  publication  of  fuch  a  piece 
as  this.  Oblige  then,  Sir,  the  concurrent  voices  of  both  fexes,  and 
give  us  Pamela  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  It  will  form  the  tender 
minds  of  youth  for  the  reception  and  practice  of  virtue  and  honour; 
confirm  and  eftablift  thofe  of  mat 'urer years  oa  good  and  fleady  princi- 
ples $  reclaim  the  vicious,  and  mend  the  age  in  general :,  infomuch. 
that  as  I  doubt  not  Pamela  will  become  the  bright  example  and  imi- 
tation of  all  the  falhionable  young  ladies  of  Great  Britain;  fo  the  truly 
generous  benefactor  and  rewarder  of  her  exemplary  virtue  will  be  no 
iefs  admired  and  imitated  among  the  bran  mondeofourown  fex*  I  am, 

Tour  aJFefiionate  Friend,  &c. 

IntrO- 
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Introduction  to  the  prefent  Edition. 

TH  E  kind  reception  which  this  piece  has  met  with  from  the  publick,  deferves 
net  only  acknowledgment,  but  that  fome  notice  mould  be  taken  of  objc»aions 
that  have  come  to  hand  againft  it. 

But  difficulties  having  arifen  from  different  opinions,  fome  ajpplauding  the  very 
things  that  others  found  fault  with,  we  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  infert  the 
Praifi*  in  the  following  letters,  with  the  critical  remarks;  becauie  the  writer  has  lo 
kindly  mixed  them,  that  they  cannot  be  disjoined  (however  earneftly  the  author  of 
the  piece  defired  it)  without  obfcuring,  and,  indeed,  defacing,  all  the  fpint  of  the 
reafoning. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  PAMELA, 
|»EAR    SIR, 

VO  U  have  agreeably  deceived  me  into  a  furprize,  which  it  will  be  r.s  hard  to  exprefs, 
as  the  beauties  of  PAMELA.  Though  J  opened  this  powerful  little  piece  with 
inore  expectation  than  from  common  defigns,  of  like  promife,  becauie  it  came  from 
ycur  hands,  for  my  daughters;  yet,  who  could  have  dreamt,  he  mould  find,  under 
the  modeit  difguife  of  a  novel,  all  the  foul  of  religion,  good-breeding,  discretion, 
good-nature,  wit,  fancy,  fine  thought,  and  morality  ? — I  have  done  nothing  but  read 
it  to  others,  and  hear  others  again  read  it  to  me,  ever  fince  it  came  into  my  handsj 
and  I  find  1  am  likely  to  do  nothing  elfe,  for  I  know  not  how  long  yet  to  come : 
bccaufe,  if  I  lay  the  book  down,  it  comes  after  me. — When  it  has  dwelt  all  day 
long  upon  the  ear,  it  takes  pofleiTion  all  night  of  the  fancy.  It  has  witchcraft  in 
every  page  of  it ;  but  it  is  the  witchcraft  of  paffion  and  meaning.  Who  is  there  that 
will  not  defpiie  the  falfe,  empty  pomp  of  the  poets,  when  he  obferves  in  this  little  un- 
pretending, mild  triumph  of  nature,  the  whole  force  of  invention  and  genius,  creat- 
ing new  powers  of  emotion,  and  tranfp  Ian  ting  ideas  ofpleafure  into  that  unweedcd 
low  garden  the  hearty  from  the  dry  and  faaryjummit  of  reafon. 

Yet,  I  confefs  there  is  one  in  the  world,  of  whom,  I  think  with  ftill  greater  re- 
fpeft,  than  of  PAMELA;  and  That  is,  of  the  AUTHOR  of  PAMELA. — Pray,  who 
is  he,  dear  Sir  ?  and  where  and  how  has  he  been  able  to  hide,  hitherto,  fuch  an  in- 
circling  and  all-mattering  fpirit?  He  pofiefies  every  quality  that  AJIT  could  have 
•charmed  by;  yet  has  lent  it  to,  and  concealed  it  in,  NATURE. — The  comprehen- 
fivenefs  or  his  imagination  mult  be  truly  prodigious !  It  has  ftretched  out  this  di- 
•minutrve  mere  grain  of  muftard-feed  (a  poor  girl's  little,  innocent  (lory)  into  a  re- 
jTernblance  of  that  heaven,  which  the  beft  of  good  books  has  compared  it  to.— -All 
the  paffions  are  his,  in  their  moft  clofe  and  abftrafted  reccffcs;  and  by  felecling  the 
•molt  delicate,  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  mott  powerful,  of  the  fprings,  thereby  to 
a6l,  wind,  and  manage,  the  heart,  he  nerves  us,  every -where,  with  the  force  of 
a  TRAGEDY.  WHAT  is  there,  throughout  the  'ivto/et  that  I  do  not  fincerely 
admire !— I  admire,  in  it,  the  ftrong  diftingvifhing  variety,  and  piclurefque  glowing 
likenefs  to  life,  of  the  characters.  I  know,  hear,  fee,  and  live  among  them  all; 
and,  if  I  covld  paint,  could  return  you  tht\r  faces.  I  sdmire,  in  it,  the  noble  Ihn- 
plicity,  force,  aptnefs  and  truth,  of  fo  many  modeft,  ©economical,  moral,  prudential, 
religious,  fatirical,  and  cautionary  leJJ'ons^  which  are  introduced  with  f'.'ch  feafona- 
ble  dexterity,  and  with  fc  polifhed  and  exquifite  a  delicacy  of  expreffion  and  Itnti- 
ment,  that  I  am  only  a^preheniive  for  the  interejis  of  virtue,  left  feme  of  thefne/i, 

£  2  awi 
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and  mojl  touching,  of  thofe  elegant  ftrokes  of  good-breeding,  generofity,  and  re- 
flection, mould  be  loft,  under  the  too  grofs  difcernment  of  an  unfeeling  majority  of 
readers  5  of  whcfe  coarfenefs,  however,  they  were  kindly  deiigned  as  the  moil  ufeful 
and  charitahie  correctives. 

One  of  the  belt-judged  peculiars  of  the  plan,  is,  that  Thefe  infractions  being 
conveyed,  as  in  a  kind  of  dramatical  representation,  by  thcfe  beautifi  \fccne  s,  her 
c\vn  letters  and  journals,  who  act  the  molt  moving  and  fuffering  part,  we  feel  the 
lorce  in  a  three-fold  effect,—  from  the  motive,  the  act,  and  the  conleq1  ence. 

But  what,  above  all,  I.  am  charmed  with,  is  the  amiable  good-nature  of  the 
AUTHOR;  who  muft,  I  am  convinced,  have  one  of  the  belt,  and  moft  generous 
hearts  of  mankind:  becaufe,  mif-meafuring  other  minds  by  his  own,  he  can 


w 

bonify, 

demands  of  his  ftory,  when  he  itands  in  need  of  fome  biameable  characters.  Though 
his  judgment  compels  him  to  mark  them  with  difagreeable  colourings,  fo  that  they 
make  ?.n.  odious  appearance  at  firil,  he  cannot  forbear,  by  an  unexpected  and  gra- 
dual decline  from  thtmfclves,  to  foften  and  tramrn.ute  all  the  horror  conceived  for 
their  bafenefs,  till  we  are  airived,  through  infcnfibie  Mages,  at  an  inclination  to  for- 
give it  entirely. 

I  muft  venture  to  add,  without  mincing  th'e  matter,  what  I  really  believe,  of  this 
book.  —  It  will  live  on,  through  poilerity  ,  with  fuch  unbounded  extent  of  good  confe- 
quences,  that  twenty  ages  tocome  may  be  the  better  and  wifer  for  it's  infl-'ence.  It 
will  fte*'!  firit,  imperceptibly,  into  the  hearts  of  tK  y  vu,!g  and  the  tender  $  where  it  will 
afterwards  guide  and  moderate  their  reflections  and  refolves,  when  grown  older. 
And,  fo,  a  gradual  moral  i'unfhine,  of  unauftere  and  conipaflionate  virtue,  fliall 
bre.'k  out  uion  the  world,  from  this  TRIFLE  (for  P  ch,  I  dare  anfwer  for  the 
Author,  his  modetty  miiguides  him  to  think  it.)  —  No  applaufe,  therefore,  can  be 
too  high  hffucb  merit.  '  And,  let  me  abominate  the  contemptible  referees  of  mean  - 
f]..>ri:.-.d  r.v«,  who,  while  they  but  ht  fit  ate  their  eiteern,  with  reitrahit,  can  be  iii.ent 
and  unchecked  in  their  envy.  —  In  an  age  fo  deficient  in  guodnefs,  every  fuch  virtue, 
as  that  of  this  Author,  is  a  falutary  angel  in  Sodom.  And  one  who  could  ftoop  to 
ccn-.eal  a  delight  he  receives  from  the  worthy,  wo':ld  be  equally  capable  of  lub- 
miitiiig  to  an  approbation  of  the  praife  of  the  wicked. 

I  was  thinking,  juft  now,  as  I  returned  from  a  walk  in  the  fnow  on  that  old 
Jw//v  •:/:  Policy,  of  exemptions  in  favour  of  men,  who  had  given  a  few  bodily  children 
to  the  repuhiick.  —  What  luptrior  diltinction  ought  our  country  to  find  for  reward 
of  \l\\sjaiber  cf  millions  of  MINDS,  which  are  to  owe  new  formation  to  the  future 
eflect  of  his  influence  ! 

Upon  the  whole,  as  I  never  met  with  fo  pleafing,  fohoneft,  and  fo  truly  defervinq; 
a  book,  I  ihould  never  have  done,  if  I  explained  all  my  reafons  for  admiring  it's 
author.  —  If  it  is  not  a  fecret,  oblige  me  10  far  as  to  tell  me  his  name:  for  fince  I  feel 
him  \htfriend  of  my  foul,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  .violation  to  pretend  him  a_/?r«;7^^r.— 
I  nm  not  able  to  thank,  you  enough  for  this  highly  acceptable  prefent.  And  as 
for  rny  daughters,  they  have  taken  into  their  own  hands  the  acknowledgment  due 
from  their  gratitude.  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Tour's,  &c. 
Dtd.  17,  1740. 

Extracts  from  a  fecond  Letter  of  the  fame  Gentleman. 

•—  •  XT  O  fentiments  which  I  have  here,  or  in  my  laft,  exprefied,  of  the  fweet  Pa- 
•*•/*  mtia,  being  more  than  the  bare  truth,  which  every  man  muft  feel,  who. 
lends  his  ear  to  the  in'.hanting  prattler,  why  does  the  a'-thcr's  modeity  miflead  his 
judgment,  to  ir.i\  e6t  the  ftyle  wants  polifliing?  —  No^  Sir,  there  is  an  eafe,  a  natural 
dir,  a  dignified  'kviyiiiity,  and  meafttredfuinefs,  in  it,  that,  refembling  life,  out- 
glows  it  !  He  has  ric^nciled  th«  pUaftng  to  \\\e  proper.  The  thouglt  is  every  where 
exactly  f  loathed  by  the  fxpteffion;  and  become-,  it's  drefs  as  roundly,  and  as  clofe, 
as  Pamsia  ner  country  habit.  Kcmtmber,  though  Ihe  put  it  en  with  humble  pro- 
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fpect  of  defcending  to  the  level  of  her  purpofe,  it  adorned  her,  with  fuch  xmpre- 
fumed  increase  of  lovelinefs;  fat  with  luch  neat  propriety  of  elegant  neglect  about 
her,  that  it  threw  out  all  her  charms,  with  tenfold  and  refiitlds  influence. — Andfo, 
dear  Sir,  it  will  be  always  found. — When  modeft  beauty  leeks  to  hide  itfelf  by 
caftingoff  the  pride  of  ornament ,  it  but  difplay  itielf  without  a  covering:  and  fo  be- 
coming more  diftinguiihed,  by  it's  want  or  drapery,  grows  ftronger  from  it's  pur- 
pofcd  weaknefs. 

The  following  Objections  to  fame  Pajfages  in  Pamela  were  made  l>y  an  anonymous 
Gentleman,  in  a  Letter  from  the  Country. 

1.  That  the  (tile,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  a  little  raifed,  at  leaft  fo  foon  as 
c.m  ;la  knows  the  gentleman's  love  is  honourable,  and  when  her  diiRden,  e  is  changed 

to  eafc:  and  from  about  the  fourth  day  after  marriage,  it  mould  be  equal  to  the  rank 
Ihe  is  i  ailed  to. 

2.  That  to  avoid  the  idea  apt  to  be  joined  with  the  word  Squire,  the  gentleman 
mould  be  (tiled  Sir  James,  or  Sir  John,  &c.  and  Lady  D avers,  in  a  ntw  edition, 
might  pro  ure  for  him  die  title  of  a  baronet. 

3.  That  if  the  Sacred  Name  were  feldomer  repeated,  it  would  be  better:  fcr  the, 
wife  man's  advice  is — '  Be  not  righteous  overmuch.'' 

4.  That  the  penance  which  Pamela  fuffers  from  Lady  Davers  might  be  fhort- 
ened:  that  (he  is  too  timorous  after  owning  her  marriage  to  that  lady,  and  oughi  to 
have  a  little  more.fpirit,  and  call  her  fervants  to.  protecl,  and  carry  her  to  her  huf- 
band's  appointment. 

5.  That  females  are  too  apt  to  be  (truck  with  images  of  beauty  ;  and  that  the 
paii'age  where  the  gentleman  is  faid  to  fpan  the  wailt  of  Pamela  with  his  hands,  is 
enough  to  ruin  a  nation  of  women  by  tight- lacing. 

6.  That-  the  word  Naughty  had  better  be  changed  to  fome  other,  as  Bad,  Faulty , 
Wicked,  Vile,  Abominable,  Scanaalouj  :  which  in  moil  places  would  give  an  em- 
phafis,  for  which  recourfe  mull  otherwiie  be  had  to  the  innocent  fimphcity  of  the 
writer;  an  idea  not  neceffary  to  the  moral  of  the  (lory,  nor  of  advantage  to  the 
character  of  the  heroine. 

7.  That  the  words,  '  Foolijb  thing  that  I  am,"*  had  better  be, '  Foolljh  that  I  am." 
The  fame  gentleman  obferves,  by  way  of  poflfcnpt,  that  jokes  are  often  mere 
ievere,  and  do  more  miichief,   than  more  folid  objections;  and  would  have  one 
or  twopaflages  altered,  to  avoid  giving  occalion  for  the  fuppofition  of  a  double  en* 
tendre,  particularly  in  two  places  which  he  mentions. 

He  is  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  feveral  other  things  of  lefs  moment,  fome  of  which 
are  merely  typographical;  but  very  kindly  exprcffes,  on  the  whole,  a  high  opinion 
of  the  performance,  and  thinks  it  may  do  a  great  deal  of  good :  for  all  which,  as 
well  as  for  his  obie61ions,  the  Editor  gives  him  very  fincere  thanks. 

While  fome  are  of  opinion,  That  the  fcenes  in  many  places,  in  the  beginning 
efpecially,  are  too  low;  others  think,  that  the  paffions  of  Lady  Davers,  in  parti- 
cular, are  carried  too  high,  and  above  nature. 

And  feveral  have  intimated,  That  Pamela  ought,  for  example  fake,  to  have 
difchargcd  Mrs.  Jev/kes  from  her  fervice. 

Thefeare  the  molt  material  objections  that  have  come  to  hand,  all  which  are  con- 
fidered  in  the  following  letters. 


The  ingenious  Writer  of  the  tivo  preceding  Letters,  anfiuers  thtfe  good-natured 
Objections,  as  jbt/o-ivs. 

'  nnHE  gentleman's  advice,'  fays  he,  '  not  to  alter  Pamela  at  all,  was  both 
•     «  friendly  and  folidly  juft.     I  run  in,  with  full  fail,  to  his  anchorage,  that 
*  the  low  fcenes  are  no  more  out  of  nature,  than  the  high  paffions  of  proud  Lady 
'  Davei's.     Out  of  nature,  do  they  fay?     It  is  my  aitomfhment  how  men  of  let- 
ters. 
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ters  can  mad  with  fuch  abfent  attention!  They  are  To  far  from  out  of  nature, 
they  are  abfolute  Nature  hcrfelf!  or,  if  they  muft  be  confcffed  her  refemblance, 
they  areyitf  h  a  refemblance,  at  leaft,  as  our  true  face  gives  our  j^c,?  in  the  looking- 


I  wonder,  indeed,  what  it  is,  that  the  gentlemen,  who  talk  of  low  fcenes, 
c  wouM  defire  fiiould  be  underftood  by  the  epithet  ?  —  Nothing,  properly  fpcaking, 

*  is  low,  that  fuits  well  with  the  place  it  is  raifed  to.—  —The  psilions  of  nature 

*  are  the  fame,  in  the  lord  and  his  coachman.     All  that  mak.es  them  feem  diffe- 
r  rent,  confifts  in  the  degrees,  in  the  means,  and  the  air,  whereto  or  wherewith. 

*  they  indulge  them.    If,  in  painting  diftincttons  like  thefe,  (whl.  h  ariie  out  from 

*  the  forms  of  men's  manners,  drawn  from  hirth,  education,  and  cufiom}  a  writer 

*  fails  jJ}ort  of  his  characters,  there  his  Icene  is  a  low  one  indeed,  whatever  high 

*  fortune  it  flattered.     But,  to  imagine  that  perfons  of  rank  are  above  a  concern 

*  for  what  is  thought,  felt,  or  acted,  by  others  of  their  fpecies,  between  whom  and 

*  themfelvcs  is  no  difference,  except  fuch  as  was  owing  to  accident,  is  to  reduce 

*  human  nature  to  a  lownefs,  loo  low  for  the  truth  of  her  frailty.—  —  — 

*  In  Pamela,  in  particular,  we  owe  all  to  her  lownefs.     It  is  to  the  docile  effects 
c  of  this  lownefs  of  that  amiable  girt,  in  her  birth,  her  condition,  her  hopes,  and 

*  her  vanities,  in  every  thing,  in  fliort,  but  her  virtue,*—  that  her  readers  are  in- 

*  debted,  for  the  moral  reward  of  that  'virtue.     And  if  we  are  to  look  for  the 

*  lonu  among  the  reft  of  the  fervants,  lei's  lovely  though  they  are  than  a  Pamela, 

*  there  is  foniethino-,  however,  fo  glowingly  painted,  in  the  lines  whereby  the  au- 

*  thor  has  marked  their  difh'nctions  —  fomething  fo  movingly  forceful,  in  the  grief 

*  at  their  parting,  andj/y  at  the  happy  return—  Something  fo  finely,  at  once,  and 

*  fo  ftrongly  and  feelingly,  varied,  even  in  the  fmalleft,  and  leaft  promifmg,  little 

*  family  incidefits  \  that  J  need  only  appeal  from  the  beads  to  the  hearts  of  the  ob- 

*  jeelors  themfelves,  whether  thefe  are  hnv  fctr.es  to  be  c-.-r  fared? 

'  And  ?.s  for  the  oppcfite  extreme  they  would  quarrel  with,  the  high  paflioned, 

*  and  untamed  Lady  Davers,  —  I  could  'direct  them  to  a  dozen  or  two  of  'quality  ow- 
"  -grucils,  from  whom  (with  exception  perhaps  of  her  •ivit')  one  would  iwear  the 

*  author  had  taker  her  copy  —  What  a.  f.nn  might  thcfe  objectors  enfure,to  be  paid, 

*  by  the  hi/bands  and  fons  of  fuch  termagant,  hermaphrodite  minds,  upon  their 
'  making  due  proof  that  they  were  no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  kingdom  ! 

*  I  know  you  are  too  juft'to  imagine  me  capable  of  giving  any  other  opinion  than 

*  my  beft-weighed  and  true  one.     But,  becaule  it  is  fit  you  mould  have  reafonst 

*  in  fopport  of  a  judgment  that  can  neither  deferve  nor  expect  an  implicit  reception, 
'  1  will  run  over  the  anonymous  letter  I  herewith  return  you  ;  and  note  with  what 

*  lightnefs  even  men  of  good  nature  d  intention  fall  into  mi/lakes,  by  neglect  in  too 

*  hafty  perufals,  which  their  benevolence  would  take  pleafure  inbluftiing  at,  when 
•*  tbcy  di'fcover  their  weaknefs  in  a  cooler  revifal. 

'  The  writer  of  this  letter  is  for  having  the  flilc  raifed  after  Pamela's  advance  ia 

*  h:r  fortune.     But  furely  this  was  hafty  advice,  becaufe,  as  the  letters  are  writ  to 

*  her  parents,  it  would  have  looked  like  forgetting,  and,  in  feme  fort,  infulting, 

*  the  lowlinefs  of  their  inferior  condition,  to  have  afTumed  a  new  air  in  her  lan- 
'  guage,  in  place  of  retaining  a  fteady  humility.     But  here  it  mufl  not  be  pafled 

*  vmcbferved,  tha,t  hi  her  reports  of  converfations  that  followed  her  marriage,  ilie 

*  does  aptly  and  beautifully  heighten  her  ftile  and  her  phrafesj  ftill  returning,  how- 

*  ever,  to  her  decent  fimplicity,  in  her  addrefles  to  her  father  and  mother, 

*  I  am  againfl  giving  a  gendeman  (who  has  ennobled  himfelf  by  reforming  his 

*  vices,  and  rewarding  the  worth  of  thefriendlefi}  the  unneceffary  new  toy  of  a 
.'  title*     It  is  all  ftrong  in  nature,  as  it  ftands  in  the  lettersj  and  I  do  not  fee  how 
••  greatnefs,  from  titles,  can  add  likenefs,  or  power  to  thepafiions.     So  compleat  a 
'  refemblance  of  truth  ftands  in  need  of  no  borrowed  pretenfions. 

'  Th^  only  of  this  writer's  objections,  which,  I  think,  carries  weight,  is  that 

*  which  advifes  feme  little  contraction  of  the  prayers  and  appeals  to  the  Deity:  I 
«  fay  little  contraction;   for  they  are  nobly  and  fincerely  pathetick:   and  I  fay 
e  it  only  in  fear,  left,  if  fancied  too  long  by  the  fafhionably  a<verfe  to  the  fubject, 

*  minch  which  moft  wsj»t  the  purfofed  impreflon,  might  hazard  the  iofs  of  it*s  bene- 
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4  jit,  by  pairing  over  thefe  pious  r&fiections,  which,  if  fhorter,  would  catch  ttcir 

*  attention. 

*  Certainly,  the  gentleman"*  objection  againft  the  persecution  that  Pamela  fuf- 
'  fers  from  Lady  Davers,  in  refpecl  to  the  relation  this  mad  woman  bears  to  the 

*  brother,  is  the  lead  coniidered  of  all  his  advices.     And  when  he  thinks  me  ought 

*  rather  to  have  affumed  the  protection  of  her  fervantS,  he  fe'erns  unaware  of  the 

*  probable  confeqitence  ;  where  there  was  a  puppy  of  quality  in  the  cafe,  who  had, 
'  even  without  provocation,  drawn  his  fword  on  the  poor  pafiive  PAMELA.     Far 
'  from  bearing  a  thought  of  exciting  an  abler  refcntment,  to  the  danger  of  a  quar- 
'  rel  with  fo  worthlefs  a  coxcomb,  how  charmingly  natural,  apprchenfive,  and  ge- 
(  nerous,  is  her  filence  (during  the  recital  me  makes  of  her  fufferings)  with  regard 
'  to  this  mafculine  payt  of  the  infult  !  as  alfo  her  prevention  of  Mrs.  Jewkes's  lets 

*  delicat£  bkmtnefs,  when  ihe  was  beginning  to  complain  oi  the  whelp  lord's  im- 

*  pertinence! 


*  If  I  were  not  afraid  of  a  pun,  I  fhculd  tell  theanonyraeus  letter-writer, 
made  a  too  tight  -laced  objection,  where  he  quarrels  with  the  (panned  waift  of  Pa- 
mcla.     What,  'in  the  name  of  unfliapelinefs  !  could  he  find  to  complain  of  in  a 
beautiful  girl  of  fixteen,  who  was  born  out  of  Germany,  and  had  not  yet  reaches! 
ungrafpable  rGunduefi  !  —  Thefe  are  wonderful  unkings  from  purpoie,  where  2 
man  is  confidering  iuch.  mental  and  paffiona-te'  beauties  as  this  gentleman  pro- 
felled  to  be  touched  by  ! 

*  But,  when  he  goes  on  to  obiec"l  againft  the  word  Naughty,  (as  applied  in  the 
phrafe  Naughty  Majier)  it  fctms  plain  to  me,  that  this  gentleman,  however  lauda- 
hie  his  intention  may  be  on  the  whole,  diicerns  not  an  elegance  one  would  have 
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Significant  petulance,  a  variety  of  inexpreffible  delicacies ! — It  infinuates,  at  oncs^ 
all  the  beautiful  ftruggle  between  her  contempt  of  his  purpofe  and  tender  regard 
for  his  })er'fon;  her  gratitude  to  himielf  and  hi«  family;  her  recollection  of  his  fu- 
perior  condition.— There  is  in  the  elegant  choice  of  this  half-kind,  half-peevi/h» 
nwrd,  a  never-enough  to  be  praifed  fpeaking  pi&ure  of  tlie  conflict  betwixt  her 
difdain  and  her  reverence ! 

'  It  is  the  fame  cafe  again  in  "foolijh  thing  that  I  anil""  which  this  nice  gentk- 
ma«  would  aclvife  you  to  change  into  "  fcolifa  that  lamr  He  does  not  item  to 
have  tailed  the  pretty  contempt  of  herlelf,  the  iubmifllve  diminutive t  fo  difiant 
from  vanity,  yet  allayed  by  the  gentle  reluctance  in  ielf-condeinaation. 

c  In  the  occafion  this  gentleman,  in  \\ispojl fcript,  is  pkafed  to  difcover  for  jokes* 
I  either  find  not,  that  he  has  any  fignification  at  all,  or  caufeleily,  as  I  think,  ap- 
prehends  that  iiich  coarfe-taftecl  allufions  to  loofe  lo\v-life  idioms,  may  be  made, 
that  not  to  underiland  what  is  meant  by  them,  is  both  the  cleanlkil  and  prudeouS: 
way  of  confuting  them. 

*  And  now,  Sir,  you  will  eafily  gather  how  far  I  am  from  thinking  it  needful 
to  change  any  thing  in  Pamela.  I  would  not  fcratch  fuch  a  beautiful  face  for 
the  Indfes. 

'  As  to  the  objection  of  thofe  warm  friends  to  bonsfiy,  who  were  for  having  Pa- 
meladifmifs  Mrs.  Jewkesj  there  is  not  one  among  thefe  benevolent  complaii^ers, 
who  would  not  difcern  himielf  to  have  been,  laudably,  in  the  wrong,  were  he 

only  to  be  aflced  this  plain  queition Whether  a  ftep  both  ill-judged  and  undr.- 

tiful  had  not  been  the  reverie  of  a  PAMELA'S  character? -Two  or  three  times 

over  Mr.  B— —  had  informed  her,  that  Mrs.  Jewkes  and  himfelf,  having  beea 
equally  involved  in  one  guilt,  me  muft  forgive,  or  condemn,  both  together.  Af- 
ter  this,  it  grew  manifeft  duty  not  to  treat  her  with  marks  of  refentment. — And, 
as  here  was  a  vifible  neceffity  to  appear  not  defirous  of  turning  her  away,  fo,  ia 
point  of  mere  moral  regard  to  the  bad  woman  herielf,  it  was  nobler  to  retain  her, 
with  a  profpe6l  of  correcting,  in  time,  her  loofe  habit  of  thinking,  than,  by  cafting 
her  off  to  the  licentious  refults  of  her  temper,  abandon  her  to  temptations  anddan- 
ger,  to  which  a  virtue  like  PAMELA'S  could  Rot  wifh  her  expoied, 

«  Infpireii 
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*  fofpired,  without  doubt,  by  fome  (kill  more  than  human,  and  comprehending 
'  in  an  humble,  andfeemingly  artlefs,  narration,  a  force  that  can  tear  up  the  heart  - 
'  firings,  the  author  of  Pamela  has  prepared  an  enamouring  philtre  for  the  mind, 
«  which  will  excite  fuch  a  pajjlon  for  virtue,  as  fcarce  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the 
«  will  to  ne^-lecl  her. 


*  to  di (engage  his  attention. — If  this  is  a  proof  of  t\\efublime,  there  never  was/#- 
'*  blimity  more  laftingly  felt,  than  in  PAMELA! 

*  Not  the  charmer's  own  prattling  idea  ftuck  fo  clofe  to  the  heart  of  her  mafter, 
c  as  the  incidents  of  her  ftory  to  the  thought's  of  a  reader — The  author  traniports, 
c  and  transforms,  with  a  power  more  extenfive  than  Horace  requires,  in  his  POET  ! 

<  IVIr.  B— — ,  and  'the  turns  of  his  pafiions — and  the  foftnefs,  yet  ftrength,  of 

*  their  amiable  object — after  having  given  us  the  moil  mafterly  image  of  nature,  that 
'  was  ever  painted !  take  pofleflion  of,  and  dwell  in,  the  memory. 

'  And  there,  too,  broods  the  kind  and  the  credulous  ParfonWiLLiAMs's  Dove, 
'  (\v\thout  ferj> entitle  mixture)  hatching  pity  and  ajfeftion  in  the  mind  of  the  reader, 

*  for  an  honefty  fo  fmcere,  and  unguarded. 

'  There,  too,  take  their  places  all  the  longer  fupports  of  this  beautiful  fabrick. 
'  I  am  fometimes  transformed  into  plain  Goodman  ANDREWS,  and  fometimes 

*  the  good  woman,  his  wife. 

*  As  for  old  Mr.  LONGMAN,  and  JONATHAN  the  butler,  they  are  fure  of  me 
«  both,  in  their  turns. 

'  Now-and-then,  I  am  COLBRAND  the  Swifs  5  bnt,  as  broad  as  IJlride  in  that 

*  character,  I  can  never  efcape  Mrs.  JEWKES  j  who  often  keeps  me  awake  in  the 
«  night — 

'  Till  theghoft  of  Lady  DAVERS,  drawing  open  the  curtains,  fcares  the  fearer 9 
'  of  me,  and  of  PAMELA. 

c  And,  then,  I  take  fhelter  with  poor  penitent  JOHN,  and  the  reft  of  the  men  and 
'  the  maids,  of  all  whom  I  may  fay,  with  compafllonate  Marcia — 

"  The  youths  DIVIDE  their  reader."' 

^In  a  third  Letter  tie  fame  benevolent  Gentleman  writes  as  follows— 

*  T  Am  glad,v  fays  he,  (  I  made  war,  in  my  laft,  upon  the  notion  of  altering  the 

'  ftile  :  for,  having  read  it  twice  over  fince  then,  (and  to  audiences,  where  the 
tears  were  applaufively  eloquent)  I  could  hardly,  here-and-there,  find  a  place, 
v  where  one  word  can  be  changed  for  a  better.  There  are  fome,  indeed,  where  it 
were  poflible  to  leave  out  a  few,  without  making  a  breach  in  the  building.  .  But, 
in  fhort,  the  author  has  put  fo  bewitching  a  mixture  together,  of  the  raifedwlth 
the  natural,  and  the/0//  with  thefrong  and  the  eloquent — that  never  fentiments 
were  finer,  and  fuller  of  life !  never  any  were  uttered  fo  fweetly !— Even  in  what 
relates,  to  the  pioi^s  and  frequent  addreflcs  to  God,  I  now  retraft  (on  thefe  two 
laft  revifels)  the  confent  I  half  gave,  on  a  former,  to  the  anonymous  writer's  pro- 
pofal,  who  advifes  the  author  to  Jb  or  ten  thofe  beauties. — Whoever  confiders  his 
Pamela  with  a  view  to  find  matter  for  cenfure,  is  in  the  condition  of  a  paflionate 
lover,  who  breaks  in  upon  his  miftrefs,  without  fear  or  wit,  with  intent  to  accufe 
her,  and  quarrel — He  came  to  her  with  pique  in  his  purpofe  5  but  his  heart  is  too 
hard  for  his  malice— and  he  goes  away  more  enilaved,  for  complaining.' 

Tls e  fame  Gentleman  has  favoured  us  nju'ttb  an  Objeftion,  which  cannot  be  better 
Jlated  nor  anfivered,  than  in  his  own  Words,  viz. 

*  AN  objeaion  is  come  into  my  thoughts,  which  I  mould  be  glad  the  author  would 

*  think  proper  to  obviate  in  tta  front  of  the  ie  ond  edition . 
There  are  mothers,  or  grandmothers,  in  all  families  of  affluent  fortune,  who, 

'  though 
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*  though  they  may  have  none  of  Lady  DaveiVs  infolence,  will  be  apt  to  feel  one  of 

*  \\erjcars — -that  the  example  of  a  gentleman  fo  ajruable  as  Mr.  B  may  be 

*  followed  by  the  Jackies,  their  fans,  with  too  blind  and  unreflecting  a  readinefs. 

*  Nor  does  the  aniwer  of  that  gentleman  to  his  lifter's  reproach  come  quite  up  to  the 

*  point  they  will  reft  on.     For,  though  indeed  it  is  true,  all  the  world  would  acquit 
'  the  belt  gentleman  in  it,  if  he  married  inch  a  waiting-maid  as  Pamela,  yet  there 

*  is  an  ill-defigning  partiality,  in  paflion,  that  will  overthrow  all  the  force  of  that 
'  argument ;  becaufe  every  beloved  maid  will  be  P A  M  E  L  A,  in  a  judgment  cbfcured 
'  by  her  influence. 

*  And,  iince  the  ground  of  this  fear  \v\\\  fezm  folid,  I  do  not  know  how  to  be  eafy, 

*  till  it  is  fhewn  (nor  ought  it  to  be  left  to  the  author's  modefty)  that  they  who  con- 
'  fider  his  deiign  in  that  light  will  be  found  but  (hort-iighted  obfervers. 

'  Requeft  it  of  him,  then,  to  fuffer  it  to  be  told  them,  that  not  a  limited,  but  gene- 
'  ral,  excitement  to  virtue,  was  the  firft  and  great  end  to  his  ftory :  and  that  this  ex- 

*  citement  muft  have  been  deficient,  and  very  imperfectly  offered,  if  he  had  not  looked 
'  quite  as  lo-~w  as  he  could  for  his  example ;  becaufe  if  there  had  been  any  degree  or 

*  condition,  more  remote  from  the  protocol:,  than  that  which  he  had  chofen  to,work 

*  on,  that  degree  might  have  (eemed  out  of  reach  of  the  hope,  which  it  was  his  ge- 
'  nerous  purpofe  to  encourage — And  fo  he  was  under  an  evident  neceffity  to  find  luch 
'  a  jewel  in  a  cottage  ;  and  expofed,  too,  as  (he  was,  to  the  fevereft  diftrerTes  of  ibr- 

*  tune,  with  parents  unable  to  iupport  their  owu  lives,  but  from  the  daily  hard  pro- 
'  duel:  of  labour. 

1  Nor  would  it  have  been  fufficicnt  to  have  placed  her  thus  low  and  dijlrefsful, 

*  if  he  had  not  alib  fuppoied  tar  •±Jjerrvant  ;  and  that  too  in  fome  elegant  family; 
'  for  if  (he  had  always  remained  a  fellow-cottager  with  her  father,  it  muil  have  car- 

*  ricd  an  air  of  romantick  improbability  to  account  for  her  polite  education. 

4  If  (he  had  wanted  thofe  improvements,  which  (he  found  means  to  acquire  in 

*  \\erfervice,  it  would  have  been  very  unlikely  that  (he  mould  have  fuccecu 

*  well ;  and  had  <  .MIC  great  ufe  of  the  ftory,  to  have  allowed  fuch  uncom- 

*  mon  felicity  to  the  errccr.  of  nu  re  perfonal  beauty — And  it  had  not  beenjudiciouf 
'  t>ru;v*  reprefented  her  as  educated  in  a  fuperiur  condition  of  life  with  the  proper 

*  accompllihm-ents,  before  (he  became  rcductcl  by  misfortunes,  and  fo  not  a  fervanr, 

*  but  rather  an  orphan  under  hopelefs  diftrcftes — becaufe  opportunities  which  had 
'  made  it  no  wonder  how  (h  i  i ,  would  have  kfTencd 

*  her  merit  in  being  fo.     And,  befideo,  where  had  then  been  the  pitrpofed  excite- 

*  ment  of  pcrfons  in  PA  MELA'S  condition  of  life,  by  an  emulation  of  her  fweetnefs, 
'  humility,  modefty,  patience,  and  induthy,  to  attain  fome  faint  hope  of  arriving, 

*  in  time,  within  view  of  her  happinefs  ? — And  what  a  delightful  reformation  (hould 

*  we  fee,  in  all  families,  where  the  vanity  of  their  maids  took  no  turn  towards  am- 

*  bition  lofleafe,  but  by  luch  innocent  mcaf  \ires  as  PAMELA'S  ! 

*  As  it  is  clear,  then,  the  author  was  under  a  ne.efiity  to  fuppofe  her  zfcrvantt 
1  he  is  not  to  be  accountable  for  miftaken  impreflions,  which  the  charms  he  has 
'  given  her  may  happen  to  mike,  on  wrong  heads,  or  weak  hearts,  though  in  favour 

*  of  maids  the  reverie  of  her  likenefs. 

"  Wh,at  is  it  then,"  they  may  fay,  "  that  the  lownefs,  and  diftance  of  Pame4a's 
"  condition  from  the  gentleman's  who  married  her,  propofes  to  teach  the  gay  nvorld, 
"  and  the  fortunate  ?^' '—It  is  this. — By  companion  with  that  infinite  remotenefs  of 
'  her  condition  from  the  reward  which  her  virt»c  procured  her,  one  great  proof  is 

*  derived  (which  is  part  of  the  moral  of  PAMELA)  that  advantages  from  birth  t  and 
'  diftincrion  of  fortune,  have  no  power  at  all  when  confidered  againft  thofc  from 
'  behaviour  and  temper  of  mind:  becaufe  where  the  laft  are  not  added,  all  the^f;-// 
'  will  be  boafted  in  vain  :  whereas  (lie  who  poftefies  the  laft,  finds  no  ivant  of  the  firft, 
'  in  her  influence. 

«  In  that  light  alone  let  the  ladies  of  rank  look  at  PAMELA. — Such  an  alarming 
'  reflection  as  that,  will,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  raifes  the  hope  and  ambition  of  the 
'  bumble^  correct  and  mortify  the  iifdain  of  the  proud :  for  it  will  compel  them  to 
'  obferve,  and  acknowledge,  that  it  is  the  turn  of  th.ir;/7/W,  not  the  claims  of  their 

*  quality,  by  which  (and  which  only)  women's  charms  can  be  biting:  and  that, 

C  «  wUi{« 
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*  while  the  haughty  expectations,  infeparable  from  an  elevated  rank,  ferve  but  to 

*  multiply  it's  complaints  and  afflictions,  the  condefcenfions  of  accomplijhed  kumi- 

*  lity,  attracting  pity,  affection,  and  reverence,  fecure  an  hourly  increafe  of  felicity. 
«  —So  that  the  moral  meaning  of  PAMELA'S  good- fortune,  far  frcm  tempting 
'  young  gentlemen  to  marry  fucb  maids  as  are  found  in  their  families,  is,  by  teach- 

*  mg  maids  to  defer<ve  to  be  mijtrejj'es,  to  itir  up  miftrefles  to  Jupport  their  dif- 
4  tinfiionC 


VERSES 


Verfes  fent  to  the  Bookfeller;  directed  to  the 
unknown  Author  of  Pamela. 


BLEST  be  thy  pow'rful  pen,  whoe'er  thou  art, 
Thou  fkiit'd  great  moulder  of  the  maiter'd  heart  ! 
Where  haft  thou  lain  conceal'd? — or  why  thought  iit, 
At  this  dire  period,  to  unveil  thy  wit? 

O  !  A*/'.' befriended  ifle!    had  this  broad  blaze, 
With  earlier  beamings,  blefs'd  'wu  .'father**  days, 
The  pilot  radiance  pointing  out  theyWcv, 
Whence  publick  health  derives  it's  moral  •coiirfsg 
Each  timely  draught  fome  healing  pow'r  had  mown. 
Ere  gen*  rat  gangrene  blacken' d  to  the  bone. 
But,  fell'ring  now,  beyond  all  fenfeof  pain, 
'Tis  bopslefs;  and  the  helper's  hand  is  vxiit. 

Sweet  Pamela!  for  ever  blooming  maid!  - 
Thou  dear,  unliving,  yet  immortal,  made! 
Why  are  thy  virtues  fcatter'd  to  the  wind  ? 
Why  are  thy  beauties  flaili'd  upon  the  blind? 

What  tho'  thy  fluttering  fex  might  learn,  from  tbget 
That  merit  forms  a  rank,  above  degree? 
That  pride  too  confcious,  falls,  from  ev'ry  claim 9 
While  humble  fweetnefs  climbs,  beyond  it's  aim? 
What  tho'  religion  fmiling  from  thy  eyes, 
Shews  herp/ain  pow'r,  and  charms  without  difguijt? 
What  tho'  thy  warmly-pleafing  moral  fcheme 
Gives  livelier  rapture  than  the  loofe  can  dream? 
What  tho'  thou  build'ft,  by  thy  perfuafive  life, 
Maid,  child,  friend,  miftrefs,  mother,  neighbour,  wifcs 
Tho'  taile  like  thins  each  void  of  time  can  fill, 
Uafunk  by  fpleen,  unquicken'd  by  quadrille! 
What  tho'  'tis  thine  to  blefs  the  leogthen'd  nour ! 
Give  permanence  to  joy,  and  ufe  to  pow'r! 
Lend  late-felt  blumes  to  the  vain  and //«»/•/, 
And  fqueeze  crumpt  pity  from  the  mi/er's  heart! 
What,  tho'  'tis  thine  to  hum  the  marriage  breeze, 
Teach  liberty  to  tire,  and  chains  to pleafe? 
Thine,  tho'  from  ItilFnefb  to  divert  rettraint, 
And  to  the  charmer,  reconcile  the  feint  ? 
Tho'  fmiles  and  tears  obey  thy  moving  (kill. 
And  Paffion's  ruiHed  empire  waits  thy  will! 

' 
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Tho'  thine  the  fancied  fields  of  flow'ry  wit, 
Thine,  Art's  whole  pow'r  in  Nature's  language  wri-t! 
Thine,  to  convey  itrong  thought,  with  modeft  eafe, 
And,  copying  con^uerfe,  teach  it's  ftile  to  pleafel 
Tho'  thine  each  virtue,  that  &god  could  lend; 
Thine  ev'ry  help,  that  ev'ry  heart  can  mend! 
*Tis  thine  in  vain! — Thou  vvak'fl  a  dying  land, 
And  lift'ft  departed  hope,  with  fruitlefs  hand: 
Death  has  NO  CURE.     Thou  haft  mij-tinfd  thy  aim, 
Rome  had  her  GOTHS;  and  all,  beyond,  -w^Jhame. 


PAMELA. 


A  M  E 


OK, 
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VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 


LETTER     I. 

T5EAR    FATHER    A  X  D    M  0  T  H  7  P  , 

Have  great  trouble,  and 
fome  comfort,  to  acquaint 
you  with.  The  treuble 
is  that  my  good  lady  died 
of  the  illneis  I  mentioned 
to  you,  and  left  us  all  much 
grieved  for  the  loi's  of  her;  for  me  was  a 
dear  good  lady,  and  kind  to  all  us  her 
iervanrs.  Much  I  feared,  that  as  I  was 
taken  by  her  ladyihip  to  wait  upon  her 
perfon,  I  mould  be  quite  deftitute  again, 
and  forced  to  return  to  you  and  my  poor 
mother,  who  have  enough  to  do  to  main- 
tain yourielvesj  and,  as  my  lady's  good- 
nefs  had  put  me  to  write  and  caft  ac- 
counts, and  made  me  a  little  expert  at  my 
needle,  and  otherwife  qualified  above  my 
degree,  it  was  not  every  family  that  could 
have  found  a  place  that  your  poor  Pa- 
mela was  fit  for:  but  God,  whole  gra- 
cioufuefs  to  us  we  have  fo  often  experi- 
enced at  a  pinch,  put  it  into  my  good 
hdy's  heart,  on  her  death-bed,  jull  an 
hour  before  me  expired,  to  recommend 
to  my  young  mafter  all  her  fervants,  one 
by  one ;  and  when  it  came  to  my  turn  to 
be  recommended,  (for  I  was  fobbing  and 
cryu)  *  at  her  pillow)  flie  could  only  fay 
— -*  My  dear  fon! ' — and  ib  broke  off  a  lit- 
tle ;  and  then  recovering — '  ren, 
f  my  poor  Pamela.' —  And  thefe  were 
of  h;r  laft  words !  O  how  iny 


eyes  run! — Don't  wonder  to  fee  the  pa- 
per ib  bio! 

Well,  but  God's  will  muft  be  done  I—- 
And fo  comes  the  comfort,  that  I  fhall 
not  be  obliged  to  return  back  to  be  a  clog 
upon  my  dear  parents!  For  my  mailer 
faid — <  I  will  take  care  of  you  all,  my 
'  good  maidens. — And  for  you,Pameia/ 
(and  took  me  by  the  hand;  yes,  he  toolc 
my  hand  before  them  all)  *  for  my  dear 

*  mother's  fake,  I  will  be  a  friend  to  you, 

*  and  you  fnall  take  care  of  my  linen/ 
God  blcfs  him !  and  pray  with  me,  my 
dear  father  and  mother,  for  a  bit-fling 
upon  him,  for  he  has  given  mourning  and 
a  year's  wages  to  all  my  lady's  fervants  j 
and  I  having  no  wages  as  yet,  my  lady 
having  ilud  flie  mould  do  forme  as  I  de- 
ferved,  ordered  the  houfe-keeper  to  give 
me  mourning,with  the  reft;  and  gave  me- 
with  his  own  hand  four  golden  guineas, 
and  fome  filver,  which  were  in  my  old 
lady's  pocket  when  ihe  died ;   and  laid, 
if  I  was  a  good  girl,  and  faithful  and  di- 
ligent, he  would  be  a  friend  to  me,  for 
his  mother's  fake.  ,  And  ib  I  fend  you 
thefe  four  guric?.s  for  your  comfort;  for 
Providence  v  -  me  want:  ;'.'.. d  fo 
yon  may  pay  feme  old  debt  with  part, 
and  keep  the  other  part  to  comfort  you 
both.     If  I  get  mor?,  I  am  lure  it  is  my 
duty,  and  it  fhali  be  my  care,  to  love  and 
cheriih  you  both ;   for  you  have  loyed 
and  cherished  r*e,  when  I  could  do  no- 
thing for  myfelf.     I -fend  them  by  John 
our  footman,  who  goes  your  way  .-  but 

h« 
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lie  does  not  know  what  lie  carries  ;  be-^ 
caufc  I  feal  them  up  in  one*  of  the  little 
pill-boxes  which  my  lady  had,  wrapped 
cloie  in  pape'r,  that  they  mayn't  chink  ; 
and  be  fure  don't  open  it  before  him. 

I  know,  dear  father  and  mother,  I 
muft  give  you  both  grief  and  pleafure  ; 
and  fo  I  will  only  fay,  pray  for  your  Pa- 
mela ;  who  will  ever  be  jour  moft  dutiful 
daughter* 

I  have  been  feared  out  of  my  fenfes ;  for 
iuft  now  as  I  was  folding  up  this  letter 
'in  my  late  lady's  dreffing-rcom,  in 
comes  my  young  matter!  Good  Sirs  ! 
how  was  I  frightened !  I  went  to  hide 
the  letter  in  my  bofom  ;  and  he,  feeing 
me  tremble,  faid  milling — *  To  whom 

*  have  you  been  writing,  Pamela?'  I 
faid,  in  my  confufion — *  Pray,  your 
«  honour,  forgive  me! — Only  to  my 
'  father   and    mother.'      He   faid— 
'  Well,  then,  let  me  fee  how  you  are 

*  come  on  in  your  writing'/  .O  how 
afnamed  I  was ! — He  took  it,  without 
i'aying  more, and  read  it  quite  through, 
and  then  gave  it  me  again; — ar.d  I 
jfaid — '  Pray,   your  honour,   forgive 

*  me1/ — Yet  I  know  not  for  what : 
for  he  was  always  dutiful  to  bis  pa- 
rents,; and  why  fhould  he  be  angry, 
that  I  was  fo  to  mine !  And  indeed  he 
was  not  angry ;    for  he  took  me  by 
the  hand,  end  laid — c  You  are  a  good 

er'irl,  Pamela,   to  be  kind  to  your 
aged  father  and  mother.     I  am  not 
angry  with  you,  for  writing  fuch 
innocent  matters  as  thefe;  though 
you  ought  to  be  wary  what  tales  you 
fend  out  of  a  family. —r  Be  faithful 
and  diligent;  and  do  as  you  mould 
do,  and  I  like  you  the  better  for 
this.1     And  then  he  faid—-'  Why, 
Pamela,  you  write  a   very  pretty 
hand,  and  fpell  tolerably  too.    I  fee 
my  good  mother's    care   in   your 
learning  has  not  been  thrown  av.-ay 
upon  you.     She  ufed  to  fay,  you 
loved  reading ;  you  nlay  look  into 
any  of  her  books  to  improve  your- 
felf,  fo  you  take  care  of  them.1     To 
be  fure  I  did  think  nothing  but  curtfey 
and'Ciy,-  and  was  all  in  confufion,  at 
his  goodneis.     Indeed  he  is  the  beft 
of  gentlemen,  I  think !  But  I  sra  mak- 
ing another  long  letter :  fo  will  only 
add  to  it,  that  I  (hall  ever  be  jour 
dutiful  daughter 

PAMELA  ANDREWS. 


LETTER    II. 

IN  ANSWER  TO  THE  PRECEDING* 
DEAR   PAMELA, 

YOUR  letter  was  indeed  a  great 
trouble,  and  fome  comfort,  to  me 
and  your  poor  mother.  We  are  troubled, 
to  be  fure,  for  your  good  lady's  death, 
who  took  fuch  care  of  you,  and  gave  you 
learning,  and  for  three  or  four  years  paft 
has  always  been  giving  you  cloaths  and 
linen,  and  every  thing  that  a  gentlewo- 
man need  not  be  afhamed  to  appear  in. 
But  our  chief  trouble  is,  and  indeed  a 
very  great  one,  for  fear  you  mould  be 
brought  to  any  thing  difhoneft  or  wicked, 
by  being  fet  ib  above  yourfelf.  Every- 
body talks  how  you  have  come  on,  and 
what  a  genteel  girl  you  are ;  and  fome 
fay  you  are  very  pretty ;  and,  indeed,  fix 
months  mice,  when  I  faw  you  laft,  I 
fhould  have  thought  fo  myfelf ,  if  you  was 
not  our  child.  But  what  avails  all  this, 
if  you  are  to  be  ruined  and  undone  !— 
Indeed,  my  dear  Pamela,  we  begin  to  be 
in  great  fear  for  you ;  for  what  fignify 
all  the  riches  in  the  world,  with  a  bad 
confcience,  and  to  be  difhoneft  ?  We  are, 
it  is  true,  very  poor,  and  find  it  hard 
enough  to  live;  though  once,  as  you 
know,  it  was  better  with  us.  But  we 
would  foonerlive  upon  the  water,  and,  if 
poiuble,  the  clay,  of  the  ditches  I  con- 
tentedly dig,  than  live  better  at  the  price 
o.f  our  child's  ruin. 

I  hope  the  good  fquire  has  no  deiign  ; 
but  when  he  has  given  you  fo  much  mo- 
ney, and  fpeaks  fo  kindly  to  you,  and 
praiics  yo-.'r  coming  on;  and,  oh!  that 
fatal  word,  that  he  would  be  kind  to 
you,  if  you  would  do  cu  you  fnould  do^ 
almoft  kills  us  with  fears.. 

I  have  fpoken  to  good  old  Widow 
Mmnford  about  it,  who,  you  know,  has 
formerly  lived  in  good  families ;  aud  fhe 
1  puts  us  in  fome  comfort ;  for  fhe  lays,  it 
is  not  unufualj  when  a  lady  dies,  to  give 
what  flie  has  about  her  perfon  to  her 
wuiting-maid,  and  to  fuch  as  fit  up  with 
her  in  her  illnefs.  But,  then,  why  fnould 
lie  i'mile  fo  kindly  upon  you  ?  Why  fhould 
he  take  iiich  a  poor  girl  as  you  by  the 
hand,  as  your  letter  fays  he  has  done 
twice?  Why  fhould  he  ftoop  to  read 
your  letter  to  us ;  and  commend  your 
writing  and  ipeliing?  And  why  fhould 
he  give  you  leave  to  read  his  mother's 
books  ?— « 
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books?  —  Indeed,  indeed,  my  deareft 
child,  our  hearts  ake  for  you  }  and  then 
you  feem  fo  full  of  joy  at  his  goodnefs,  fo 
taken  with  his  kind  expreffions,  (which, 
truly,  are  very  great  favours,  if  he  means 
well)  that  \vefcar-~ycs,  my  dear  child, 
\ve  fear — you  fhculcl  be  tco  grateful — 
and  reward  liim  with  that  jewel,  your 
virtue,  which  no  riches,  nor  favour,  nor 
any-thing  in  this  life,  can  make  up  to 
you. 

I,  too,  have  written  a  long  letter,  but 
will  fay  one  thing  more ;  and  that  is, 
that  in  the  midft  of  o'.^r  poverty  and  mif- 
fortimes,  we  have  trufted  in  God's  good- 
nefs, and  been  -honeft,  and  doubt  not  to 
be  happy  hereafter,  if  we  continue  to  be 
good,  though  our  lot  is  hard  here  5  but 
the  lofs  of  our  dear  child's  virtue  would 
be  a  grief  that  we  could  not  bear,  and 
would  bring  cur  grey  hairs  to  the  grave 
at  once. 

If,  then,  you  love  us,  if  you  wifli  for 
God's  blefling,  and  your  o-ivn  future  hap- 
pinefs,  we  both  charge  you  to  ftand  upon 
your  guard :  and,  if  you  find  the  leaft 
attempt  made  upon  your  virtue,  be  fure 
you  leave  every-thing  behind  you,  and 
come  away  to  us  ;  for  we  had  rather  fee 
you  all  covered  with  rags,  and  even  fol- 
low  you  to  the  church-yard,  than  have  it 
faid,  a  child  of  ours  preferred  any  worldly 
conveniencies  to  her  virtue. 

We  accent  kindly  of  your  dutiful  pre- 
fent ;  but  till  we  are  out  of  pain,  cannot 
make  ufe  of  it,  for  fear  we  ihould  par- 
take of  the  price  of  our  poor  daughter's 
fhame  :  fo  have  laid  it  up  in  a  rag  among 
the  thatch,  over  the  window,  fora  while, 
left  we  Ihould  be  robbed.  With  our 
blefftngs,  and  our  hearty  prayers  for  you, 
we  remain,  your  careful,  but  loving  fa- 
ther and  mother, 

JOHN  and  ELIZABETH  ANDRE\VS. 


LETTER    III. 

HEAR   FATHER, 

IMuft  needs  fay,  your  letter  has  rilled 
me  with  trouble :  for  it  has  made  my 
fceart,  which  was  overflowing  with  gra- 
titude for  my  matter's  goodnefs,  i'ufpi- 
cious  and  fearful ;  and  yet,  I  hope  I 
fhall  never  find  him  to  a£l  unworthy  of 
his  character  j  for  what  cov.ld  he  get  by 
ruining  fuch  a  poor  young  creature  as 
me  ?  But  that  which  gives  me  moil  trou- 
that  you  feem  to  miftruft  ths  ho» 


nefty  of  your  child.  No,  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  be  aifured,  that,  by  GoJ'« 
grace,  I  never  will  do  any  thing  that  ihall 
bring  your  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the 
grave.  I  will  die  a  thoufand  deaths,  ra- 
ther than  be  ciifhoneft  any  way.  Of  that 
be  afljured,  and  fet  your  hearts  at  reft  j 
for  although  I  have  lived  above  myfelf 
for  fome  time  pnft,  yet  I  can  be  content 
v/iih  rags  and  poverty,  and  bread  and 
water,  and  will  embrace  them,  rather 
than  forfeit  my  good  name,  let  who  will 
be  the  tempter.  And  of  this,  pray  reft 
fatisfied,  and  think  better  of  jour  dutiful 
daughter  till  death. 

My  mailer  continues  to  be  very  affable  to 
me.  As  yet  I  fee  no  caui's  to  fear  any 
thing.  Mry.  Jervis  t'  eeper 

too  is  very  civil  to  me,  and  I  have  the 
love  of  every-body.  S  ;re  they  can- 
not all  have  defigns  again:!  me,  be- 
cauie  they  are  civil !  I  hope  I  (hall  al- 
ways behave  fo  as  to  be  refpected  by 
every  one ;  an;. I  that  nobody  wo;  ild  do 
me  more  hurt,  than  I  am  fure  I  would 
do  them .  Our  John  fo  often  goes  your 
way,  that  I  will  always  get  him  to  call, 
that  you  may  hear  from  me,  either  by 
writing  (for  it  brings  my  hand  in)  of 
by  word  of  mouth. 

LETTER     IV. 

DEAR    MOTHER, 

FO  R  the  laft  was  to  my  father,  in  an- 
iwer  to  his  letter ;  and  (b  I  will  now 
write  to  you  5  though  I  have  nothing  to 
fay,  but  what  will  make  me  look  more 
like  a  vain  huffy,  than  any  thing  elfe: 
however,  I  hope  I  fhan't  be  fo  proud  as  te 
forget  myfelf.  Yet  there  is  a  Ji-cret  pica- 
lure  one  has  to  hear  one's  felt  praiied. 
You  muft  know,  then,  that  my  Lady 
Pavers,  who,  I  need  not  tell  you,  is  my 
mailer's  filter,  has  been  a  m-.-nth  at  our 
houfe,  and  has  taken  great  notice  of  me^ 
and  given  me  good  advice  to  keep  my- 
felf to  myfelf.  She  told  me  I  was  a  very 
pretty  wench,  and  that  every-body  gave 
me  a  very  good  characlfi ,  and  loved  me ; 
and  bid  me  take  care  to  keep  the  fellows 
at  a  diftance  ;  and.faid,  that  I  might  do, 
and  be  more  valued  for  it,  even  by  them-' 
feives. 

But  what  plcafecl  me  much,  was  what 
I  am  going  to  tell  you  ;  for  at  table,  as 
Mrs.  Jervis  fays,  my  m after  and  her  la- 
dyfliip  talking  of  me,  ihc  told  him,  flie 

thought 
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thought  me  the  prettleft  wench  fhe  ever 
faw  in  her  life ;  and  that  I  was  too  pretty 
to  live  in  a  batchelor's  houie,  fince  no- 
lady  he  might  marry  would  care  to  con- 
tinue me  with  her.  He  laid,  I  was  vaftly 
improved,  and  had  a  good  fliare  of  pru- 
dence and  fenfe  above  my  years ;  and 
that  it  would  be  pity,  that  what  was  my 
merit  ihould  be  my  misfortune. — «  No," 
lays  my  good  lady,  '  Pamela  mall  came 
x*  and  live  with  me,  I  think.'  He  laid, 
With  all  his  heart  ;  he  mould  be  glad  to 
fcave  me  ib  well  provided  for.  '  Well,1 
faid  me,  *  I'll  confult  my  lord  about  it.' 
She  alked  how  old  I  was ;  and  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis  faid,  I  was  fifteen  laft  February. 
•*  OP  fays  me,  '  if  the  wench'  (for  fb 
fhe  calls  all  u,s  maiden -fervants)  *  takes 

*  care  of  herlelf,  lhe'11  improve  yet  more 

*  and  more,   as  well  in  her  perfon  as 

*  mind.* 

Now,  my  dear  father  and  mother, 
though  this  may  look  too  vain  to  be"  re- 
peated by  me,  yet  are  you  net  rejoiced, 
as  well  as  I,  to  fee  my  mailer  ib  willing 
to  part  with  me? — This  mews  that  he 
has  nothing  bad  in  his  heart.  But  John 
is  juft  going  away  5  and  fo  I  have  only 
to  fay,  that  I  am,  and  will  always  be,  jour 
bone/I  as  well  as  dutiful  daughter.  ' 

Pray  make  ufe  of  the  money.  You  may 
now  do  rt  fafely. 

LETT.ER    V. 

MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

JOHN  being  to  go  your  way,  Tarn 
wiiling  to  write,  becaufe  he  is  fo 
willing  to  carry  any -thing  for  rae.  He 
lays  it  does  him  good  at  his  heart  to  fee 
you  both,  and  to  hear  you  talk.  He  fays 
you  are  both  fo  fenfible,  and  fo  honefr, 
that  he  always  learns  fomething  from 
you  to  the  purpofe.  It  is  a  thoufand 
pities,  he  fays,  that  fuch  worthy  hearts 
ihould  not  have  better  luck  iu  the  world  ! 
and  wonders,  that  you,  my  father,  who 
are  fo  well  able  to  teach,  and  write  fo 
good  a  hand,  fucceedecl  no  better  in  the 
fchool  you  attempted  to  fetup  ;  but  was 
forced  to  go  to  fuch  hard  labour.  But 
this  is  more  pride  to  me,  that  I  am  come 
of  fuch  honeft  parents,  than  if  I  had 
been  born  a  lady. 

I  hear  nothing  yet  of  going  to  Lady 
D avers  ;  and  I  am  very  eafy  at  prefcnt 
here :  for  Mrs.  Jervis  ufes  me  as  if  I 
\vere  her  own  daughter,  and  is  a  very 


good  woman,  and  .makes  ray  mailer's 
intereft  her  own.  She  is  always  giving 
me  good  counfel,  and  I  love  her,  next  to 
you  two,  I  think,  bed  of  any-body.  She 
keeps  fo  good  rule  and  order,  me  is 
mightily  refpected  by  us  all ;  and  takes 
delight  to  hear  me  read  to  her;  and  all 
me  loves  to  hear  read,  is  good  books, 
winch  \ve  read  whenever  we  are  alone  j 
fo  that  I  think  I  am  at  home  with  you. 
She  heard  one  of  our  men,  Harry,  who 
is  no  better  than  he  ihould  be,  fpeak 
freely  to  me ;  I  think  he  called  me  his 
pretty  Pamela,  and  took  hold  of  me,  as 
if  he  would  have  kiffed  me ;  for  which, 
ypu  may  be  fure,  I  was  very  angry ;  and 
me  took  him  to  talk,  and  was  as  angry 
at  him  as  could  be  j  and  told  me  flic  was 
very  well  pleafed  to  fee  my  prudence  and 
modefty,  and  that  I  kept  all  the  fellows 
"at  a  diftance.  And  inaecd  I  am  fure  I 
am  not  proud,  and  carry  it  civilly  to 
every-body;  but  yet,  methinks,  I  can- 
not bear  to  be  looked  upon  by  thefemen- 
fervants  ;  for  they  fecm  as  if  they  would 
look  one  through  j  and,  as  I  generally 
breakfaft,  dine,  and  fup,  with  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis, (fo  good  me  is  to  me)  I  am  very  eafy 
that!  have  fo  little  to  fay  to  them,  £Jot 
but  they  are  very  civil  to  me  in  the  main, 
for  Mrs.  Jervis's  fake,  who  they  fee  loves 
me ;  and  they  ftand  in  awe  of  her,  know- 
ing her  to  be  a  gentlewoman  born,  though 
fl-ie  has  had  misfortunes. 

I  am  going  on  again  with  a  long  letter  ; 
for  I  love  writing,  and  mail  tire  you.  But 
when  I  began,  I  only  intended  to  fay, 
that  I  am  quite  fearlefs  of  any  danger 
now :  and,  indeed,  cannot  but  wonder 
at  myfelf,  (though  your  caution  to  me 
was  your  watchful  love)  that  I  mould 
be  fo  foolifh  as  to  be  fo  uneafy  as  I  have 
been :  for  I  am  fure  my  m after  would 
not  demean  himfelf,  fo  as  to  think  upon 
fuch  a  poor  girl  as  I,  for  my  harm.  For 
fuch  a  thing  would  ruin  his  credit  as  well 
as  mine,  you  know  :  who,  to  be  fure, 
may  expect  one  of  the  beft  ladies  in  the 
land.r  So  no  more  at  prefent,  but  that  ^ 
am ijour  ever -dutiful  daughter. 

LETTER    VI, 

DEAR   FATHER  AND   MOTHER, 

MY  matter  has  been  very  .kind  fince 
my  laft  ;  for  he  has  given  me  a 
fait  of  my  late  lady's  cloaths,  and  half.' 
a  dozen  of  her  fhifts,  and  fix  fine  hand- 
kerchiefs,  and  three  of  her  cambrick. 
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aprons,  and  four  Holland  ones.  The 
clothes  are  fine  (ilk,  and  too  rich  and  too 
good  for  me,  to  be  fure.  I  wifh  it  was 
no  affront  to  him  to  make  money  of  them, 
and  fend  it  to  you  :  it  would  do  me  more 
good. 

You  will  be  full  of  fears,  I  warrant 
DOW,  of  fome  defign  upon  me,  till  I  tell 
you,  that  he  was  with  Mrs.Jervis  when 
he  gave  them  me ;  and  he  gave  her  a 
mort  of  good  things,  at  the  fame  time, 
and  bid  her  wear  them  in  remembrance 
of  her  good  friend,  my  lady,  his  mother. 
And  when  he  gave  me  thefe  fine  things, 
he  faid — *  Thele,  Pamela,  are  for  you  ; 
have  them  made  fit  for  yon,  when  your 
mourning  is  laid  by,  and  wear  them 
for  your  good  miftrcfs's  fake.  Mrs. 
Jervis  gives  you  a  very  good  word  j 
and  I  would  have  you  continue  to  be- 
have as  prudently  as  you  have  done 
hitherto,  and  every-body  will  be  your 
friend.' 

I  was  fo  furprized  at  his  goodnefs,  that 
I  could  not  tell  what  to  fay.  I  curtfeyed 
to  him,  and  to  Mrs.  Jervis  for  her  good 
word  j  and  laid,  I  wiflied  I  might  be  de- 
ferving  of  his  favour,  and  her  kindnefs  : 
nod  nothing  mould  be  wanting  in  me,  to 
the  bed  of  my  knowledge. 

0  how  amiable  a  thing  is  doing  good ! 
— It  is  all  I  envy  great  folks  for-! 

1  always  thought  my  young  matter  a 
fine  gentleman,  as  every-body  fays  he  is  : 
but  he  gave  thefe  good  things  to  us  both 
with  fuch  a  gratiouinefs,  as  I  thought  he 
looked  like  an  angel. 

Mrs.  Jervis  (ays,  he  aflced  her,  If  I 
k.ept  the  men  at  a  diftance  ;  for,  he  faid, 
I  was  very  pretty ;  and  to  be  drawn  in  to 
have  any  of  them,  might  be  my  ruin,  and 
make  me  poor  and  miferable  betimes. 
She  nc:ver  is  wanting  to  give  me  a  good 
word,  and  took  occalion  to  launch  out  in 
my  praiie,  (lie  fays.  But  I  hope  me  has 
fuid  no  more  than  I  fhall  try  to  deicrve, 
though  I  mayn't  at  prdent.  I  am  lure 
I  will  always  love  her,  next  to  you  and 
my  dear  mother.  So  I  rdt  jour  e<ver- 
dutiful  daughter. 

LETTER     VII. 

DEAR    FATHER, 

SINCE  my  laft,  my  m after  gave  me 
moll  fine  things.     He  cailed  me  up 
to  my  late  lady's  ciofet,  and  pulling  out 
h'jr  drawers,  he  gave  me  two  fuits  of  fine 
I- 'landers  laced  headdothts  j  tlirec  pair  of 


fine  filk  fhoes,  two  hardly  the  worfc,  and 
ju-(l  fit  tor  me,  (for  my  lady  had  a  very 
little  foot)  and  the  other  with  wrought 
filver  buckles  in  them;  and  feveral  rib- 
bands and  top-knots  cf  all  colours ;  four 
pair  of  white  fine  cotton-ftockings,  and 
three  pair  of  fine  lilk  ones ;  and  two  pair 
of  rich  flays.  I  was  quite  aftonifhed, 
and  unable  to  fpeak  for  a  while  j  but  yet  ' 
I  was  inwardly  afhamed  to  take  the 
ftockings  ;  for  Mrs.Jervis  was  not  there : 
if  me  had,  it  would  have  been  nothing.  I 
believe  I  received  them  very  aukwardly  1 
for  he  fmiled  at  my  aukwaixinefs,  and 
(aid — *  Don't  blufh,  Pamela :  doft  think 

*  I  don't  know  pretty  maids  mould  wear 

*  fhoes  and  ftockings.' 

I  was  fo  confounded  at  thefe  words, 
you  might  have  beat  me  down  with  a 
feather.  For,  you  muft  think,  there  was 
no  anfwer  to  be  made  to  this :  fo,  like  a 
fool,  I  was  ready  to  cry ;  and  wsut  away 
curtleying  and  blufhing,  I  am  fure,  up 
to  the  ears  ;  for,  though  there  was  no 
harm  in  what  he  faid,  yet  I  did  not  know 
how  to  take  it.  But  I  went  and  told  all  to 
Mrs.  Jervis,  who  faid,  God  put  it  into 
his  heart  to  be  good  to  me;  and  I  muft 
double  my  diligence.  It  looked  to  her, 
me  faid,  as  if  he  would  fit  me  in  drefs  for 
a  waiting-maid's  place  on  Lady  Davers's 
own  perf'on. 

But  dill  your  kind  fatherly  caxitions 
came  into  nay  head,  and  made  all  rhci 
gifts  nothing  near  to  me  what  they  would 
have  been.  But  yet,'  I  hope,  there  is  no 
rcafon ;  tor  what  good  could  it  do  to  him 
to  harm  fuch  a  fimple  maiden  as  me? 
Befides,  to  be  fure  no  lady  would  look 
upon  him,  if  he  Humid  ib  difgrace  him- 
fclf.  So  I  will  make  myfelf  eafy;  and, 
indeed,  I  fho.ild  never  have  been  othcr- 
wilj:,  if  you  had  not  nut  it  into  my  head  ; 
for  my  good,  I  know  very  well.  Bur, 
may  be,  without  thefe  uneruinefTes  to 
mingle  with  thefe  benefits,  I  might  be  too 
much  puffed  up:  fo  I  will  conclude,  all 
that  happens. is  for  our  good  ;  and  God 
blefs  you,  my  dear  father  and  mother ; 
and  I  know  you  conftantly  pray  for  a 
bleffing  upon  me 5  who  am,  and  fhall  al- 
ways be,  your  dutiful  daughter. 

LETTER    VIIL 

DEAR    PAME I  A, 

I  Cannot  but  renew  my  cautions  on 
your  mailer's  kindnds,  and  his  free 
e.wreflicu  \o  you  about  the  ftock'ings. 
£>  Vet 


PAMELA. 


Yet  there  may 'not  be,  and  I  hops  there 
is  not,  any  thing  in  it.  But  when  I  re- 
flect, that  there  pojfibly  may,  and  that 
if  there  fhouid,  no  lefs  depends  upon  it 
than  my  child's  everlafiing  happinefs  in 
this  world  and  the  next;  it  is  enough  to 
make  one  fearful  for  you.  -  Arm  yoxir- 
ielf,  my  dear  child,  for  the  worft  ;  and 
refolve  to  lofe  your  life  fooner  than  your 
virtue.  What  though  tha  doubts, I  filled 
vou  with,  leflen  the  pleafure  you  would 
have  had  in  your  mailer's  kindnefs  ;  yet 
what  fignify  the  delights  that  arife  from 
a  few  paltry  fine  cloaths,  in  companion 
with  a  good  conference? 

Theie  are  indeed  very  great  favours 
that  he  heaps  upon  ycu,  but  fo  much  the 
more  to  be  fufpecred ;  and  when  you  fay 
he  locked  ib  amiably  and  like  an  angel, 
how  afraid  I  am,  that  they  iho"ild  make 
too  great  an  hmrprtffion  \>\  on  you!  For, 
though  you  are  bleifed  with  fenfe  and 
prudence  above  yoiT  years,  yet  I  trem- 
ble to  think,  what  a  fad  hazard  a  poor 
maiden  of  little  more  than  fifteen  years 
of  age  ftands  againft  the  temptations  of 
this  world,  and  a  designing  yo'.'ng  gen- 
tleman, if  he  Jhould  prove  fo,  who  has 
fb  much  p(j<vuer  to  oblige,  and  has  a 

ind  of  authority  to  command  as  your 


I  charge  you,  my  dear  child,  on  both 
our  blefiings,  poor  as  we  are,  to  be^on 
your  guard;  there  can  be  no  harm  in 
that.  And  fince  Mrs.  Jervis  is  fo  good 
a  gentlewoman,  and  fo  kind  to  you,  I 
am  the  eafier  a  great  deal,  and  fo  is  your 
mother ;  and  we  hope  you  will  hide  no- 
thing from  her,  and  take  her  counfel  in 
svery-thusg.  So,  with  our  bleffmgs,  and 
s  5  ill  red  prayers  for  you,  more  than  for 
ourielves,  we  remain  your  laving  father 
and  mother. 

Be  fure  don't  let  peoples  telling  you,  you 
are  pretty,  puff  you  up ;  for  you  did 
not  make  yourfeif,  and  fo  can  have  no 
praife  due  to  you  for  it.  It  is  virtue 
'A\\ \  goodnefs  only,  that  make  the  true 
btau  ty .  Remem  ber  that,  Pamela, 

LETTER    IX. 

BRAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Am  forry  to  write  you  word,  that  the 
hopes  I  had  of  going  to  wait  on  Lady 
J>fiver?  are  quite  over.     My  lady  would 
i-.ove  had  me ;  but  my  m after,  as  I  heard 
by-the-by,  would  not  confent.to  it.    He 


faid,  her  nephew  might  be  taken  with 
me,  and  I  rfaght  draw  him  in,  or  be 
drawn  in  by' him  j  and  he  thought,  as 
his.  mother  loved  me,  and  committed  me 
to  his  care,  he  ought  to  continue  me  with 
him}  and  Mrs.  Jervis  would  be  a  mo- 
ther to  me.  Mrs.  Jervis  tells  me,  the 
lady  {hook  her  head,  and  faid — <  M  ! 
t  brother!"  and  that  was  ail.  And  as 
you  have  made  me  fearful  by  yo  r  cau- 
tions, my  heart  at  times  mifgives  me. 
But  I  fay  nothing  yet  of  your  caution,  or 
my  own  uneafniefs,  to  Mrs.  Jtrvis ;  not 
that  I  miftruft  her,  but  for  fear  fhe  fnould 
think  me  prefurm  tuous,  and  vain,  and 
conceited,  to  have  any  fears  abo  t  the 
matter,  from  the  great  diftance  between 
fi'ch  a  gentleman,  and  fo  poor  a  ^irl. 
But  yet  Mrs.  Jervis  feemed  to  build 
fomething  upon  Lady  DaversVfiiaking 
her  head,  and  faying — c  Ah!  brother!" 
and  no  m^re.  God,  I  hope,  will  give 
me  his  grace;  and  fo  I  will  not,  if  I  can 
help  it,  make  myfelf  too  uneafy ;  for  I 
hope  there  is  no  occafion.  But  every 
little  matter  that  happens,  I  will  acquaint 
you  with,  that  you  may  "ontin  e  to  me 
your  good  advice,  and  pray  fat  your  fad- 
hearted 

PAMELA. 


LE-TTER    X. 

DEriR    MOTHER, 

YO  U  and  my  good  father  may  won*, 
der  you  have  not  had  a  letter  from 
me  in  fo  many  weeks;  but  a  fad,  fad 
fcene,  has  been  the  occafion  of  it.  For, 
to  be  fure,  now  it  is  too 'f  lain,  that  all 
your  cautions  were  well-grounded.  O 
my  dear  mother!  I  am  miferable,  truly 
miferable ! — But  yet,  don't  be  frighted,  I 
am  honeft ! — God,  of  his  goodnefs,  keep 
me  fo! 

O  this  angel  of  a  mafter !  this  fine 
gentleman  !  this  gracious  benefactor  to 
your  jjoor  Pamela!  who  was  to  take 
care  of  me  at  the  prayer  of  his  good  dy- 
ing mother ;  who  was  fo  apprehenfive  for 
me,  left  I  mould  be  drawn  in  by  Lord 
Davers's  nephew,  that  he  would  not  let 
me  go  to  Lady  Davers's :  this  very  gen- 
tleman (yes,  I  mitjl  call  him  gentleman, 
though  he  has  fallen  from  the  merit  of 
that  title)  has  degraded  himfelf  to  offer 
freedoms  to  his  poor  fervant !  He  has 
now  mewed  himfelf  in  his  true  colours, 
and,  to  rue,  nothing  appears  fo  black, 
and  fo  frightful, 

I  have 


PAMELA, 


I  have  not  been  idle;  but  had  writ 
From  time  to  time,  how  he,  by  ily  mean 
degrees,  expofed  his  wicked  views  ;  but 
fomebody  Hole  ray  letter,  and  I  know  not 
what  has  become  of  it.  It  was  a  very 
long  one.  I  fear,  he  that  was  mean 
enough  to  do  bad  things,  in  one  refpecl, 
did  not  ftick  at  this.  But  be  it  as  it  will, 
all  the  ul£  he  can  make  of  it  will  be,  that 
he  may  be  afhanv.d  of  his  part;  I  not  of 
mine  ;  for  lie  will  fee  I  was  refolved  to  be 
virtuous,  and  gloried  in  die  honefty  of 
my  poor  parents. 

I  will  tell  you  all,  the  next  opportu- 
nity; for  I  am  watched  very  narrowly: 
and  he  fays  to  Mrs.  Jervis — «  This  grrl 

*  is  always  a  fcribbltng;  I  think  me  may 

*  be  better  employed.?    And  yet  I  work 
all  -hours  with  my  needle,    upon   his 
linen,  and  the  fine  linen  of  the  family;  and 
am,  befides,  about  flowering  him  a  waift- 
coat. — But,  Ch  !   my  heart's  broke  al- 
moft ;  for  what  am  I  likely  to  have  for 
my  reward,  but  mame  and  difgrace,  or 
elie  ill  words,  and  hard  treatment !  Fll 
tell  you  all  foon,  and  hope  I  (hall  find  my 
long  letter.  Tour  moft  ajjiiEled  daughter. 

May-be,  I  he  and  him  him,  too  much : 
but  it  is  his  own  fault,  if  I  do.  For 
why  did  he  lofe  all  his  dignity  with 
me? 


LETTER     XL 

DEAR    MOTHER, 

WEL  L,  I  can't  find  my  letter,  and 
fo  I'll  try  to  reco!le6t  it  all,  and 
be  as  brief  as  I  can.  All  went  well 
enough  in  the  main  for  fome  time  after 
my  letter  but  one.  At  laft,  I  faw  fome 
reafon  tofufpetf-,  for  he  would  look  upon 
me,  whenever  he  faw  me,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  mewed  not  well  ;  and  one  day  he 
came  to  me,  as  I  was  in  the  fummer- 
houfe  ;n  the  little  garden,  at  work  with 
my  needle,  and  Mrs.  Jervis  was  juft 
gone  from  me ;  and  I  would  have  gons 
out,  but  he  laid—'  No,  don't  go,  Pamela; 

*  I  have  fomething  to  fay  to  you;  and 
4  you  always  fly  rr;e,  when  I  come  near 

*  you,  as  if  you  were  afraid  of  me.' 

I  was  much  out  of  co'>\ntenance,  you 
may  well  think;  but  faid  at  laft— «  -It 

*  does  not  bevorae  your  poor  fervanfcto 

*  ftay  in  your  prefence.  Sir,  without  your 

*  -bufmefs  required  it;  and  I  hope  I  mall 
*-  always  know  my  place.'1 

*  Well,'  fays  ha,  '  nty  buanefs  doas 


f  require  it  fometitnes;    and  I  have  a 

*  mind  you  mould  ftay  to  hear  what  I 
'  have  to  fay  to  you.' 

I  ftood  ftill  confounded,  and  began  to 
tremble,  and  the  more  when  he  took  me 
by  the  hand ;  for  now  no  foul  was  near 
us. 

«  My  filler  Pavers,'  faid  he,  (and 
feemed,  I  thought,  to  be  as  much  at  a  lofs 
for  words  as  I,)  '  would  have  had  you 
'  live  with  her;  but  me  would  not  do.  for 
'  you  what  I  am  refolved  to  do,  if  you 
'  continue  faithful  and  obliging.  What 

*  fay 'ft  thou,  my  girl  ?'    faid  he,  with 
fome  eagernefs,  '  hadft  thou  not  rather 
'  ftay  with  me,  than  go   to    my  filter 
'  Davers?'.  He  looked  fo,  as  filled  me 
with  affrightmentj  I  d.on't  know  howj 
wildly,  I  thought. 

I  laid,  when  I  could  fpeak — '  Your 

*  honour  will  forgive  me ;  but  as  you 

*  have  no  lady  for  me  to  wait  upon,  and 

*  my  good  lady  has  been  now  dead  this 

*  t\vclvemonth,  I  had  rather,  if  it  would 
'  not  difpltafe  you,  wait  upon   Lady 

*  Davers,  becaufe ' 

1  \vas  proceeding,  and  he  laid  a  little 
haitily — *  Bccaufc  you  are  n  little  fool, 
'  and  knew  not  what's  good  for  yourfclf* 
<  I  tell  you,  I  will  make  a  gentlewoman 

*  of  you,  if  you  be  obliging,  and  don't 
'  Hand  in  your  own  light;1  and  fo  fay- 
ing, he  put  his  arm  about  me,  and  ..LLci 
me ! 

Now,  you  will  fay,  all  his  wickednefs 
appeared  plainly.  I  ftruggjed,  and  trern- 
blc.i,  and  was  fo  bemirn'  ai  with  terror, 
that  I  funk  down,  not  in  a  fits  and  yet 
not  rnyfcif ;  and  I  found  myfelf  in  his 
arms,  cruise  void  of  ftrength  j  an-,  hekiffed 
me  two  or  three  times,  with  frightful 
eagernefs. — Atlaii:  I  burft  from  him,  and 
w?ts  getting  out  of  the  fummer-houfej 
but  he  held  me  back,  and  Ihut  the  door. 

I  would  have  given  my  life  for  a  far- 
thing. And  he  faid — {  I'll  do  you  no 

*  harm,  Pamela;  don't  be  afraid  of  me* 
I  faid — '  I  won"-  Hay.' — :*  You  won't* 

*  hufly!"  laid  he  :  '  do  yon  know  whom 
'  you  fpeak  to  >'     I  loft  all  fear,  and  all 
ref^ccl,  and  faid-— •*  Yes,  I  dc,  Sir,  too 

*  well! — Well  may  I  forget  that  I  am 
'  yo'irfervant,  when  you  forget  what  be- 
f  longs  to  a  matter.' 

I  fobbed  and  cried  moft  fadly.  f  What 
4  a  fooliHi  huffy  you  are!'  faid  he  i 

*  have  I  done  you  any  harm?' — •'  Yes, 

*  Sir,'  laid  I,  *  the  grsateft  harm  in  the 

*  world:  you  h?.ve  taught  me  to  forget 

*  my.ieif  and  what  hi-lonus  to  rne,  and 

D'  a    '  *  have 


FAME 


'  have  leffened  (he  diftance  that   for- 

*  tune  has  made  between  us,  by  demean- 
'  ing  yourfelf,  to  be  fo  free  to  a  poor 
f  fervant.  Yet,  Sir,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay, 
(  I  am  honeft,  though  poor :  and  if  you 
'  was  a  prince,  I  would  not  be  ether - 

*  wife.' 

He  was  angry,  and  faid — *  Who  would 
f  have  you  otherwife,  you  foplifh  flut ! 
'  Ceafe  your  blubbering.  I  own  I  have 
'  demeaned  myfelf;  but  it  was  only  to 

*  try  you:  if  you  can  keep  this  matter  fe- 
'  cret,you'll  give  me  the  better  opinion  of 
'  your  prudence;  and  here's  fomething,' 
faid  he,  putting  fome  gold  in  my  hand, 
'  to  make  you  amends  for  the  fright  I 
'  put  you  in.     Go,  take  a  walk  in  the 
'  garden,  and  don't  go  in  till  your  blub- 
'  bering  is  over:  and  I  charge  you  fay 

*  nothing  of  what  is  pail,  and  all  fhall  be 

*  well,  and  I'll  forgive  you.' 

*  I  won't  take  the  money,  indeed, 
1  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  poor  as  I  am:  I  won't 
'  take  it.'  For  to  fay  the  truth,  I  thought 
it  looked  like  taking  earned,  and  fo  I  put 
it  upon  the  bench ;  and  as  ht  feemed 
vexed  and  confufed-at  what  he  had  done, 
I  took  the  opportunity  to  open  the  door, 
and  went  out  of  the  fummer- houfe. 

He  called  to  me,  and  laid — '  Be  fecret, 

*  I  charge  you,  Pamela}  and  don't  go  in 

*  yet,  as  I  told  you.' 

0  how  poor  and  mean  muft  thofe  ac- 
tions be,  and  how  little  muft  they  make 
the  bed  of  gentlemen  look  when  they 
offer  fuch  things  as  are  unworthy   of 
themfelves,  and  put  it  into  the  power  of 
their  inferiors  to  be  greater  than  they! 

1  took  a  turn  or  two  in  the  garden, 
but  in  fight  of  the  houfe,  for  fear  of  the 
worft  5   and  breathed  upon  my  hand  to 
dry  my  eyes,  becaufe  I  would  not  be 
too  difbbedient.     My  next  fhall  tell  you 
more.       , 

Pray  for  me,  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther; and  don't  be  angry  I  have  not  yet 
run  away  from  this  houfe,  fo  late  my 
comfort  and  delight,'  but  now  my  ter- 
ror an'd  anguifh.  I  am  forced  to  break 
off  nattily.  Tour  dutiful  and  honejt 
daughter. 

LETTER    XII. 

DEARMOTHER, 

WELL,  I  will  now  proceed  with 
ray  fad  itory.     And  fo,  after  I 
had  dried  my  eyes,  I  went  in,  and  began 
t©  ruminate  with  myfelf  what  I  had  bsft  • 


to  do.  Sometimes  I  thought  I  woulil 
leave  the  houfe  and  go  to  the  next  town, 
and  wait  an  opportunity  to  get  to  you ; 
but  then  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  refolve  whe- 
ther to  take  away  the  things  he  had  given 
me  or  no,  and  how  to  take  them  away : 
fometimes  I  thought  to  leave  them  be- 
hind me,  and  only  go  with  the  deaths 
on  my  back;  but  then  I  had  two  miles 
and  a  half,  and  a  bye-way,  to  the  town  ; 
aiui  being  pretty  well  dreffed,  I  might 
come  to  fome  harm,  almoil  as  bad  as 
what  I  would  run  away  from;  <  And  then 
'  may-be,'  thought  I/ it  will  be  reported, 
'  I  have  ftolen  fomething,  and  fo  was 
4  forced  to  run  away;'  and" to  carry  a  bad 
name  back  with  me  to  my  dear  parents » 
would  be  a  fad  thing  indeed ! — O  how  I 
wifhed  for  my  grey  ruflet  again,  and  my 
poor  honeft  drel's,  with  which  you  fitted 
me  out,  and  hard  enough  too  it  was  for 
you  to  do  it!  for 'going  to  this  place, 
when  I  was  not  twelve  years  old,,  in  my 
good  lady's  days!  Sometimes  I  thought 
of  telling  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  taking  her 
advice,  and  only  feared  his  command  to 
be  fecret ;  «  For,'  thought  I,  '  he  may  be 

*  afhamed  of  his  p.clions,and  never  attempt 
'  the  like  again :'  and  as  poor  Mrs.  Jervis 
depended  upon  him,  through  misfortunes 
that  had  attended  her,  I  thought  it  would 
be-  a  fad  a  thing  to  bring  his  diipleafure 
upon  her  for  my  fake. 

In  this  quandary,  now  ccnfidering, 
now  crying,  and  not  knowing  what  to 
do,  I  patted  the  time  in  my  chamber  till 
evening:  when  deiiring  to  be  excufed 
going  to  fupper,  Mrs.  Jervis  came  up  to 
me;  and  faid — '  Why  mufl  I  fup  without 
'  you,  Pamela !  Come,  I  fee  you  are 

*  troubled  at  fomething ;  tell  me  what  is 
'  the  matter.' 

I  begged  I  might  be  permitted  to  lie 
with  her  on  nights;  for  I  was  afraid  of 
fpirits,  and  they  would  not  hurt  fuch  a  - 
good  perfon  as  fhe.     That  was  a  filly 
excufe,  fhe  faid;    *  For  why  was  you 

*  not  afraid  of  fpirits  before?' — (Indeed 
I  did  not  think  of  that)  *  But  you  mail 
c  be  my  bedfellow  with  all  my  heart,' 
added  fhe,  '  let  your  reafon  be  what  it 
'  will;  only  come  down  to  fupper.'     I 
begged  to  be  excufed;  f  For,'  faid  I,  *  I 
'  Ir.r,  c  been  crying  £o,  that  it  will  be 

i  not  ice  of  by  my  fellow-fervants  j 
'  and  I  will  hide  nothing  from  you, 
(  Mrs.  Jervis,  when  we  are  alone.' 

She  was  fb  good  to  indulge  me;  but 
made  hafte  to  come  up  to  bed;  and  told 
the  fervants,  that  I  fhoukl  lie  with  her, 

becaufe 
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Jbecaufe  me  could  not  reft  well,  and  would 
get  me  to  read  her  to  lleep;  for  ine  knew 
J  loved  reading,  (lie  laid. 

When  we  were  alone,  I  told  her  all 
that  had  palled;  for  I  thought,  though  he 
had  bid  me  not,  yet  if  he  Ihould  come  to 
know  I  ha*l  told,  it  would  be  no  worfe; 
for  to  keep  a  fecret  of  iuch  a  nature, 
would  be,  as  I  .apprehended,  to  deprive 
anyfelf  of  the  good  advice  which  1  never 
wanted  more;  and  might  encourage  him 
to  think  I  did  not  relent  it  ?.s  I  ought, 
and  would  keep  worie  fecrets,  and  fo 
make  him  do  worfe  by  me.  Was  I  right, 
ray  dear  mother  ? 

Mrs.  Jervis  could  not  help  mingling 

tears  with  my  tears  ;  for  I  cried  ail  the 

time  I  was  telling  her  my  itory,  ami 

begged  her  to  advii'e  me  what  to  do  j  and 

I  /hewed  her  my  dear  father's  two  letters, 

and  me  praifed  the  honeity  and  inditing 

of  them,  and  laid  pleafing  things  to  na£ 

of  you  both.     But  me  begged  I  would 

not  think  of  leaving  my  fervice;  '  For/ 

fays  Ihe,  {  in  all  likelihood,  you  behaved 

fo  virtuouiiy,  that  he  v/ill  be  aflramed 

of  what  he  has  done,  and  never  offer 

the  like  to  you  again:  though,  my  dear 

Pamela,'  laid  Ihe,  '  I  fear  more  for 

your  prettinefs  than  for  any-thing  elie  j 

becauie  the  bell  man  in  the  land  might 

love  you;'  fo  ihe  was  pleafed  to  fay. 

She  wifhed  it  was  in  her  power  to  live 

independent;  then  me  would  take  a  little 

private  houfe,  and  I  mould  live  with  her 

like  her  daughter. 

And  fo,  as  you  ordered  rne  to  take 
her  advice,  I  refolvecl  to  tarry  to  fee  how 
things  went,  except  he  was  to  turn  me 
away;  although,  in  your  firil  letter,  you 
ordered  <ne  to  come  away  the  moment  I 
had  any  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive.  So, 
dear  father  and  mother,  it  is  not  difobe- 
dience,  I  hope  that  I  Hay;  for  I  could 
not  expect  a  bleiling,  or  the  good  fruits 
of  y©ur  prayers  for  me,  if  I  was  difohe- 
dient. 

All  the  next  day  I  was  very  fad,  and 
began  my  long  letter.  He  law  me  writ- 
ing, and  faid  (as  I  mentioned)  to  Mrs. 
Jervis—'  That  girl  is  always  fcribbling ; 
'  methinks  me  might  find  fomething  elfe 
*  to  doj'  or  to  that  purpofe.  And  when 
I  had  'finifhed  my  letter,  I  put  it  under 
the  toilet,  in  my  late  lady's  drelTmp-- 
room,  whither  nobody  comes  but  myfclf 
and  Mrs.  Jervis,  befides  my  matter;  but 
when  I  came  up  again  to  feal  it,  to  my 
great  concern,  it  was  gone;  and  Mrs. 
knew  nothing  of  it;  and  nobody 


knew  of  my  matter's  liaving  been  near 
the  place  in  the  time ;  fo  I  have  been  fadly 
troubled  about  it:  but  Mrs.  Jervis,  a* 
well  as  I,  thinks  he  has  it,  fomehow  or 
other ;  and  he  appears  crofs  and  angry, 
and  fccms  to  (hun  me,  as  much  as  lieTald 
I  did  him.  It  had  better  be  fo  than 
worie ! 

But  he  has  ordered  Mrs.  Jervis  to  bi<3 
me  not  pa-is  i'o  much  time  in  writing; 
which  is  a  poor  matter  for  fuch  a  gentle- 
man as  he  to  take  notice  of,  as  I  am  not 
idle  other-ways,  if  he  did  not  relent  what 
I  wrote  upon.  And  this  has  no  veiy 
good  look. 

But  I  am  a  good  deal  caller  mice  I  Us 
with  Mrs.  Jervis;  though,  after  all,  the 
fears  I  live  in  on  one  lide,  and  his  frown- 
ing and  difpleafure  at  what  I  do  on  tlie 
other,  make  me  more  miferable  dian 
enough. 

O  that  I  had  never  left  my  little  bed 
in  the  iof't,  to  be  thus  expofed  to  ternpta- 
•tions  on  one  hand,  or  difgufrs  on  the 
other!  How  happy  was  I  awhile  ago! 
How  contrary  now!  Pity  and  pray  for 
Your  ajfliSed 

PAMELA. 

LETTER     XIII. 

MY    DEAREST   CHILD, 

OUR  hearts  bleed  for  your  diftreft, 
rind  the  temptations  you  are  ex- 
pofed to.  You  have  our  hourly  prayers  \ 
and  we  would  have  you  fiee  this  evil 
great  houfe  and  man,  if  you  fiad  he  re- 
news his  attempts.  You  ought  to  have 
done  it  at  fail,  had  you  not  had  Mrs. 
Jervis  to  advife  with.  We  can  find  BO 
fault  in  your  conduct  hitherto:  but  it 
makes  our  hearts  ake  for  fear  of  the 
worft.  O  my  child!  temptations  are  fore 
things;  but  yet,  without  them,  we  know 
notourfelves,  nor  what  we  are  able  to  do. 
Your  danger  is  very  great;  for  you  have 
riches,  youth,  and  a  fine  gentleman,  as 
the  world  reckons  him,  to  withftand;  bat 
how  great  will  be  your  honour  to  with- 
ftand  them  !  And  when  we  confider  your 
pail  conduct,  and  your  virtuous  educa- 
tion, and  that  you  have  been  bred  to  be 
more  amarnedof  diflionefty  thsn  poverty, 
we  trull  in  God,  that  He  will  enable  you 
to  overcome.  Yet,  as  we  cannot  fee  but 
your  life  muft  be  a  burden  to  you, 
through  the  great  apprehenfions  always 
upon  you  ;  and  that  ir  may  be  prefurnp- 
to  trull  too  much  to  our  ovvn 


PAMELA. 


ftrength;  and  that  you  are  but  very 
young;  and  the  devil  may  put  it  into  his 
beart  to  ule  fome  (tratagem,  of  which 
great  men  are  full,  to  decoy  you ;  I  think, 
you  had  better  come  home  to  ihare  our 
poverty  with  fafety,  than  live  with  fo 
much  difoontent  in  a  plenty  that  itfelf 
maybe  dangerous.  God  direclyou  for 
the  bell!  While  you  have  Mrs.  Jervis 
for  an  ad  viler  and  bedfellow,  (and  O 
my  dear  child,  that  was  prudently  done 
of  you!)  we  are  eailer  than  we  fliould 
be$  and  fo,  committing  you  to  the  Di- 
vine Protection,  remain  your  truly  IQTJ. 
«#£,  but  careful,  father  and  mother. 


LETTER    XIV. 

DEAR   FATHER   AND   MOTHER, 

MR  S.  Jervis  and  I  have  lived  very 
comfortably    together    for    this 
fortnight  pad;  for  my  mafter  was  all  that 
time  at  his  Lincolnfhire  elrate,  and  at  his 
fitter's  the  Lady  D avers.     But  he  came 
home  yefterday .     Ht  had  ibine  talk  with 
Mrs.  Jervis  foon  after,  and  moftly  about 
me.     He  faid  to  her,  it  feems — '  Well, 
'  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  know  Pamela  has  your 
c  good  word  $  but  do  you  think  her  of 
'  any  ufe  in  the  family?'     She  told  me, 
ihe  was  farprized  at  the  q^eftion,  but 
i'aid,  that  I  -was  one  of  the  moil  virtuous 
and  induftrious  young  creatures  that  ever 
flie  knew.     '  Why  that  word  virtuous,' 
faid  he,  *  I  pray  you  ?    Was  there  any 
reafon  to  fuppcfe  her  otherwife  ?     Or 
has  any-body  taken  it  into  his  head  to 
try  her  ?' — <  I  wonder,  Sir,'  fays  me, 
you  afk  fuch  a  queftion!  Wlio  dare  of- 
fer any- thing  to  her  in  fuch  an  orderly 
and  well-governed  houfe  as  yours,  and 
under  a  mafter  of  fo  good  a  character 
for  virtue  and  honour  ?' — *  Your  fer- 
vant,  Mrs.  Jervis/  fays  he,  ffor  your 
good  opinion;  but  pray,  if  any  body 
aid,  do  yen  think  Pamela  would  let 
you  know  it  ?'— c  Why,  Sir/  faid  me, 
me  is  a  poor  innocent  young  creature, 
and  I  believe  has  fo  much  confidence 
in  me,  that  (he  would  take  my  advice 
as  foon  as  fhe  would  her  mother's/ 
— «  Innocent!  again;  and  virtuous,    I 
warrant  t       Well,  Mrs.  Jervis,   you 
abound  with  your  epithet?  j  but  I  take 
her  to  be  an  artful  young  baggage;  and 
had  I  a  young  hanctfome  butler  or  ftew- 
ard,  (he'd  foon  make  her  market  of 
one  of  them,  if  me  thought  it  worth 
while  to  ihap  at  him  for  a  huiband.' — 


'  Alack-a-day,  Sir !'  faid  fhe, « 'tis  early 
«  days  with  Pamela;  and  ihe  does  not 
'  yet  think  of  a  huft^nd,  I  dare  fays 
'  and  your  ftewarl  and  butler  are  both 
'  men  in  years,  and  think  nothing  of 
*  the  matter.1 — «  No/  faid  he;  « it"  they 
f  were  younger,  they'd  have  more  wit 
«  than  to  tiling  of  fuch  a  girl.  I'll  tell 
'  you  my  mind  of  her,  Mrs.  Jervis: 
f  I  don't  think  this  fame  favounte  of 
'  your's  ib  very  artlefs  a  girl  as  you  ima- 
s  gine.' — '  I  am  not  todifnute  with  your 
'  honour/  faid  Mrs.  Jervis;  *  but  I 
'  dare  fay,  if  the  men  will  let  her  alone, 
'  /he'll  never  trouble  herfelf  about  them/ 
— c  Why,  Mrs.  Jervis/  faid  he,  *  are 
f  there  any  men  that  will  not  let  her 
'  alone,  that  you  know  of?' — '  No,  in- 
'  deed,  Sir/  faid  me;  f  me  keeps  herfelf 
c  fo  much  to  herfelf,  and  yet  behaves  fo 
f  prudently,  thai  they  all  efteeni  her, 
'  and  (hew  her  as  great  refpeft,  as  if  me 
c  was  a  gentlewoman  born/ 

*  Aye/  fays  he,  *  that's  her  art,  that 
'  I  was  (peaking  of.    But,   let  me  tell 

*  you,  the  girl  has  vanity  and  conceit, 
'  and  pride  too,  or  I  am  miftaken  ;  and 
'  perhaps  I  could  giveyou^an  inftance  of 
f  it.' — '  Sir/  {aid  me/  you  can  fee  farther 

*  than  fuch  a  poor  filly  woman  as  I  am  j 
'  butl  never  faw  any  thing  but  innocence 

*  in  her.' — 'And  virtue  ton,  I'll  war- 
'  rant  ye!'  faid   he.     '  B".t  fuppofe  I 
4  could  give  you  an  in  (lance,  where  (he 
'  has  talked  a  little  too  freely  of  the  kind- 
'  neffes  that  have  been  (hewn  her  from  a 
'  certain  quarter  j  and  has  had  the  va- 
'  nity  to  impute  a  few  kind  words,  ut- 

*  tei-ed  in  mere  compaflion  to  her  youth 
'  and  circumftances,  into  a  defign  upon 

*  her,  and  even  dared  to  make  free  with 
'  names  that  (he  ought  never  to  mention 
'  but  with  reverence  and  gratitude;  what 
1  would  you  fay  to  that  ?' — c  Say,  Sir!* 
faid  fhe;  e  I  cannot  tell  what  to  fay.  But 
c  I  hope  Pamela  incapable  of  fuch  in- 
'  gratit.ude.' 

*  Well,  no  more  of  this  filly  girl/  fays 
he.     *  You  may  only  advife  her,  as  yon 
'  archer  friend,  not  to  give  herfelf  too 
'  much   licence  uv-on   the  favours  (he 
'  meets  with ;  and,  if  fhe  frays  here,  that 
'  fhe  will  not  write  the  affairs  of  my  fa- 
'   mily  purely  for  r.n  excrcife  to  her  pen 
'  and  her  invention.     I  tell  you,  me  is  a 
<  fubtle,  artful  gypfy,    and   time  will 

*  ftiew  it  yo'1.* 

Was  ever  the  like  heard,  my  dear  fa- 
ther and  mother?     It  is  pl?in  fee  did  not 
expect  to  meet  with  fuch  a  repulfe,  and 
miitrufts 
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miftrufts  that  I  have  told  Mrs.  Jervis, 
and  n:'s  my  long  letter  too,  that  I  intended 
for  you  j  and  ib  is  vexed  to  the  hiart:. 
But  I  can't  help  it.  I  had  better  be 
thought  artful  and  fubtl'e,  than  be  To,  in 
his  fenfe;  and  as  light  as  he  makes  of  the 
words  virtue  and  innocence  in  me,  he 
would  have  made  a  lefs  angry  conitruc- 
tion,  had  I  lefs  deferred  that  he  mould  do 
fo ;  for. then,  may  be,  my  crime  would 
have  been  my  virtue  with  him;  naughty 
gentleman  as  he  is !— - 

I  will  ibon  write  again;  but  mutt  now 
end  with  faying,  that  I  am,  and  ihall  al- 
ways be,  your  honejl  daughter. 


LETTER    XV. 

DEAR    MOTHER, 

I  Broke  off  abruptly  my  laft  letter;  for 
I  feared  he  was  coming;  and  ib  it 
happened.     I  jmt  the  letter  in  my  bo- 
fom,  and  took  up  my  work,  which  lay 
by  me;  but  I  had  fo  little  of  the  artful, 
as  he  called  it,  that  I  looked  as  coniufed 
as  if  I  had  been  doing  fume  great  harm. 
'   Sit  (till ,  Pamela,'  (aid  he^  '  and  mind 

*  your  work,  for  all  me.— -You  don't 

*  tell  me  I  am  welcome  home,  after  my 

*  journey  to  Lincolnshire/ — {  It  would 
'  be  hard,  Sir/  faid  I,  '  if  you  was  not 
'  always  welcome  to  your  honour's  own 
4   houfe/ 

I  would  have  gone;    but    he  faid— 

*  Don't  run  away,  I  tell  you.  I  have  a 

*  word  or  two  to  fay  to  you.1     Good 
Sirs,  how  my   heart    went    pit-a-pat! 

*  When  I  was  a  little  kind  to  you/  faid 
he,  *  in  theiunr.ner-houie,  and  you  car- 

*  rted  .yourieif  tefoolijbly  upon  it,  as  if  I 
4  had  intended  to  do  you  great  harm ,  did  I 
f  not  tell  you  you  mould  take  no  notice 

*  of  what  paired,  to  any  creature  ?  and 
f  yet  you  have  made  a  common  talk  of 

*  the  matter,  not  coniidering  either  my 
'  reputation  or  your  own/ — '  I  made  a 

*  common  talk  of  it,  Sir!1  laid  I;  I  have 
'  no-body  to  talk  to,  hardly/ 

He  interrupted  me,  and  faid — '  Hard- 

*  /y/  you  little  equivocator!  what  do  you 

*  mean  by  hardly?      Let  me  afk  you, 
'  have  notyort  told  Mrs.  Jervis  for  one  ? 
— *  Pray,  your  honour/  faid  I,  all  in  agi- 
tation, *  let  me  go  down;  for  it  is  not 

*  for  me  to  hold  an  argument  with  your 
f  honour/ — '  Equivocator,  agaiiv!'  faid 
he,  and  took  my  hand,  '  what  do  you 

*  talk  of  an  argument?    Is  it  holding  an 

*  argument  with  me  to  anfwer  a  plaiu 


*  queftion  ?     An  Aver  me  what  I  alked.' 
— *  O,  good  Sir/  faid  I, '  let  me  beg  you 
'  will  net  urge  me  farther,  for  fear  I 

*  forget  myi'elf  again,  and  be  fancy  P 

*  Anfwer  me,  then,  I  bid  you '/  fays  he: 
'  Have  you  not  told  Mrs.  Jervis?  It 
'  will  be  fadcy  in  you,  if  you  don't  an- 

*  fwer  me  directly  to  what  I  aik/ — {  Sir/ 
faid  I,  and  fain  would  have  pulled  my 
hand  away,  '  perhaps  I  ihould  be  for 

*  anfweriiiK  yovi  by  another  queltion,  and 
'  that  would  not  become  me/ — '  Whnt 

*  is  it  you  would  fay,'  replies  he ;  *  fpeafc. 
«  out/ 

«  Then,  Sir/  faid  I,  (  why  mould 
1  your  honour  be  fo  angry,  I  mould  tell 

*  Mrs.   Jervis,  or  any-body  tile,  what 

*  paffed,  if  you  intended  no  harm  ?' 

'  Well  faid,  pretty  innocent  and  art- 

*  lefs  I  as  Mrs.  Jervis  calls  you/  iaid 
he;  '  and  is  it  thus  you  taunt  and  retoit 

*  u.:on  me,  infolent  as  you  are!     But 

*  Itill  I  will  be  anfwered  direclly  to  my 
'  qv.eftion/ — '  Why  then,  Sir,'  laid  I, 
'  I  will  not  tell  a  lye  for  the  world  :  I 
'  did  tell  Mr 8.  Jervjsj  for  iny  heart  wa» 

*  almoil  broken  :   but  I  opened  not  my 

*  mouth  to  any   other/ — 4  Very  well, 
'  bold-face/  faid  he,  *  and  equivocator 
1  again !    You  did  not  open  your  mouth 
f  to  any  other;  but  did  you  not  write  to 

*  fome  other?' — '  Why  now,  and  pleafc 

*  your  honour/  laid  I,   (for  I  was  quite 
courageous  juil  then)  '  you  could  not 

*  have  a(ked  me  this  queftion,  if  you  had 
'  not  taken  from  me  my  letter  to  my  fa- 

*  ther  and  mother,  in  which  I  own  I  had 
l  *  broken  my  mind  freely  to  them,  and 

*  afked  their  advice,  and  poured  forth 

*  my  griefs !' 

'  And  fo  I  am  to  be  expo  fed,  am  I/ 
faid  he,'  in  myownhoufe,ando«/  of  my 
'  [knife,  to  the  whole  world,  by  fuch  a 
'  faucebox  as  you?1 — '  No,  good  Sir,* 
faid  I ;  *  and  I  hope  your  honour  won't 

*  be  angry  with  me:  it  is  not  I  that  ex- 

*  pofe  yoyi,  if    I  fay  nothing  but  the 

*  truth/ — *  So,  taunting  again !     Af- 
'  furance  as  you  are!'  faid  he;  *  I  will 

*  not  be  thus  talked  to!'  * 
1  Pray,  Sir/  faid  I,  *  of  whom  can  a. 

'  poor  girl  take  advice,  if  it  muft  not  be 
(  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  fuch  a 

*  good  woman  as  Mrs.  Jervis ;  who,  fof 

*  her  fex-fake,  mould  give  it  me  when 
4  afked?' — '  Infolence1/  faid  he,   and 
ftamped  with   his   foot,    *  am  I   to  be 

*  quellioned  thus  by  fuch  a  one  as  you?" 
I  fell  down  en  my  knees,  and  faid— 

*  For  Heaven's  fake,  your  honour,  pity 

'  a  poor 
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a  poor  creature,  that  knows  nothing  of 
h«r  duty,  but  how  to  cherifh  her  virtue 
and  good  name!     I  have  nothing  elfe 
to  tntlt  tojand,  though  -poor  and  friend- 
kfshere,  yet  I  had  always  been  taught 
to  value  honefty  above  my   life/ — 
Here's  ado  with  your  honefty,'  faid  he, 
foolzfh  girl!     Is  it  not  one  part  of  ho- 
nefty to  be  dutiful  and  grateful  to  your 
mafter,  do   you    think?'  —  *  Indeed, 
Sir/  faid  I,  c  it  is  impoflible  I  fhould 
be  ungrateful  to  your  honour,  or  difo- 
bedieut,  or  deferve  the  names  of  Bold- 
face and  Infolent,  which  you  call  me, 
but  when  your  commands  are  contrary 
to  that  firft  duty  which  (hall  ever  be 
the  principle  of  my  life  P 
He  ieemed  to  be  moved,  a-nd  rofc  up, 
and  -walked  into  the  great  chamber  two 
or  three  turns,  leaving  me  on  my  knees  5 
and  I  threw  my  apron  over  my  face,  and 
laid  my  head  on  a  chair,  and  cried  as  if 
ray  heart  would  break,  having  no  power 
to  ftir. 

At  laft  he  came  in  again;  but,  alas! 
with  mifchief  in  his  heart!  and  railing 
me  up,  he  laid — *  Rile,  Pamela,  rife  ; 

*  you  are  your  own  trnemy.     Your  per- 

*  verfe  folly  will  be  your  ruin.     I  tell 

*  you  this,  that  I  am  very  much  difpleaf- 

*  ed  with  the  freedoms  you  have  taken 
'  with  my  name  to  my  housekeeper,  as 

*  alfo  to  your  father  and  mother;  and 

*  you  may  as  well  have  real  caufcto  take 
'  thefe  freedoms  with  me,  as  to  make 

*  my  name  fuffer  for  imaginary  ones.' 
And  faying  fo,  he  offered  to  take  me  on 
his  knee,  with  fome  force.     O  how  I 
xvas  terrified  !     I  faid,  like  as  I  had  read 
in  a  book  a  night  or  two  before — *  An- 

*  'gels,  and  faints,  and  afl  thehoft  of  hea- 
'  ven,  defend  me!     And  may  I  never 
f  furvive,  one  moment,  that  fatal  one  in 

*  which  I   foall  forfeit  my  innocence  P 
— -*  Pretty  fool !  faid  he,  *  how  will  you 

*  forfeit    your    innocence,   if   you  are 

*  obliged  to  yield  to  a  force  you  cannot 

*  withftand?     Be  eafy,'   faid  he;  '  for 

*  let  the  worft  happen  that  can,  you'll 
'  have  the  merit,  and  /  the  blame;  and 

*  it  will  be  a  good  fubjecl  for  letters  to 
i  your  father  and  mother,  and  a  tale  into 
,  the  bargain  for  Mrs.  Jervis.* 

He  by  force  kiffed  my  neck  and  lips; 
and  faid — *  Who  ever  blamed  Lucretia  ? 

*  All  the  fhame  lay  on  the  ravifher  only : 
'  and  I  am  content  to  take  all  the  blame 
e  upon  me;  as  I  have  already  borne  too 

*  great  a  mare  for  what  I  have  defended.' 
— •*  May  I,*  faid  IT  *  Lucretia-Hke,  juf- 


*  tify  myfelf  with  my  death,  if  I  am  tiled 

*  barbaroufly?' — *  O  my  good  giri,'  {aid 
he,  tauntingly,  <  you  are  well  read,  I  lee; 

*  and  we  fliall  make  out  between  us,  be- 
'  fore  we  have  done,  a  pretty  fiery  in 

*  romance,  I  warrant  ye." 

He  then  put  his  hand  in  my  bofom, 
and  indignation  gave  me  double  Itrength, 
and  I  got  loofe  from  him  by  a  Hidden 
fpring,  and  ran  out  of  the  room!  and  the 
next  chamber  being  open,  Imadefhift  to 
get  into  it,  and  threw  too  the  door,  and 
it  locked  after  me;  but  he  followed  me 
fo  clofe,  he  got  hold  of  my  gown,  and 
tore  a  piece  off,  which  hung  without  the 
door;  for  the  key  was  on  the  infide. 

I  juft  remember  I  got  into  the  room  j 
for  1  knew  nothing  further  of  the  mat- 
ter till  afterwards ;  for  I  fell  into  a  fit  with 
my  terror,  and  there  I  lay,  till  he,  as  I 
fuppofe,  looking  through  the  key -hole, 
fpied  me  upon  the  floor,  ftretched  out  at 
length,  on  my  face;  and  then  he  called 
Mrs.  Jervis  to  me;  who,  by  his  affiltance, 
bu riling  open  the  door,  he  went  away, 
feeing  me  coming  to  myfelf;  and  bid  her 
fay  nothing  of  the  matter,  if  fhe  was 
wife. 

Poor  Mrs.  Jervis  thought  it  was  worfe, 
and  cried  over  me  like  as  if  fhe  was  my 
mother ;  and  I  was  two  hours  before  I 
came  to  myfelf;  and  juft  as  I  got  a  little 
up  on  my  feet,  he  coming  in,  I  fainted 
away  again  with  the  terror;  and  fo  he 
withdrew:  but  he  ftaid  in  the  next  room 
to  let  nobody  come  near  us,  that  his  foul 
proceedings  might  not  be  known. 

Mrs.  Jervis  gave  meher  fmelling-bot- 
tle,  and  had  cut  my  laces,  and  fet  me  in 
a  great  chair,  and  he  called  her  to  him. 
'  How  is  the  girl  ?'  faid  he  :  '  I  never  faw 

*  fuch  a  fool  in  my  life.     I  did  nothing 
'  at  all  to  her.'     Mrs.  Jervis  could  not 
fpeak  for  crying.     '  So,'  he  faid,  '  fhe 
1  has  toul  you,  it  feems,  that  I  was  kind 

*  to  her  in  the  fummer-houfe,  though 

*  I'll  allure  you  I  was  quite  innocent  then 

*  as  well  as  now;  and  I  defire  you  to  keep 
'  this  matter  to  yourfelf,  and  let  me  not 

*  be  named  in  it.' 

*  O,  Sir,'  faid  fhe, '  for  your  honour's 
'  fake,  and  for  Chrift's  fake! — '  But 
he  would  not  hear  her,  and  faid — *  For 
'  your  ew»  fake,  I  tell  you,  Mrs.  Jervis, 
'  fay  not  a  word  more.  I  have  done  her 
'  no  harm.  And  I  won't  have  her  ftay 
'  in  my  houfe;  prating,  pcrverfe  fool,  as 
'  fhe  is  !  But  fince  fhe  is  fo  apt  to  fall 
f  into  fits,  or  at  leaft  pretend  to  do  fo, 
'  prepare  her  to  fee  me  to.- morrow  after 

dinn  cr,. 


PAMELA. 


*  dinner,  in  my  mother's  clofet,  and  do 
'  you  be  with  her,  and  you  fliail  hear 

*  what  paffes  between  us.' 

And  Ib  he  went  out  in  a  pet,  and  or- 
deredhischariut-and-four  to  begot  rea- 
dy, and  went  a  vifiting  fome  where. 

Mrs.  Jervis  then  came  to  me,  and  I 
told  her  all  that  had  happened,  and  faid  I 
was  refolved  not  to  ftay  in  the  houfe :  and 
fhe  replying — '  He  feernedto  threaten  as 

*  much ;'  I  faid — c  I  am  glad  of  that ; 
'  then  I  (hall  be  eafy/     So  fhe  told  me 
Jill  he  had  faid  to  her,  as  above. 

,  Mrs.  Jervis  is  very  loth  I  mould  go; 
and  yet,  poor  woman  I  fhe  begins  to  be 
afraid  for  herfelf ;  but  would  not  have  me 
ruined  for  the  world.  She  fays,  to  be 
fure  he  means  no  good;  but  may  be,  now 
he  fees  me  fo  refoiute,  he  will  give  over 
all  attempts:  and  that  I  mall  better  know 
what  to  do  after  to-morrow,  when  I  am 
to  appear  before  a  very  bad  judge,  I 
.doubt. 

O  how  I  dread  this  to-morrow's  ap- 
pearance !  But  be  as  affured,  my  dear 
parents,  of  the  honefty  of  your  poor 
child,  as  I  am  of  your  prayers  for  jour 
dutiful  daugb.  er. 

O  this  frightful  to-morrow!  how  I 
..  dread  it  I 


LETTER    XVI. 

MY    DEAR    PARENTS, 

I  Know  you  longed  to  hear  from  me 
foon ;  and  I  fend  you  as  foon  as  I 
could,  v 

.  Well,  you  may  believe  how  uneafily 
I  paiTed  the  time,  till  his  appointed  hour 
came.  Every  minute,  as  it  grew  nearer, 
my  terrors  increafed  ;  and  ibmetimes  I 
had  great  courage,  and  fometimes  none 
at  all;  and  I  thought  I  mould  faint  when 
it  came  to  the  time  my  mafter  had  dined. 
I  could  neither  eat  nor  drink,  for  my 
part;  and  do  what  I  could,  my  eyes  were 
fwelled  with  crying. 

At  laft  he  went  up  to  the  clofet,  which 
was  my  good  lady's  drefTing-room;  a 
room  I  once  loved,  but  then  as  much 
hated. 

Don't  your  heart  ake  for  me? — I  am 
fure  mine  fluttered  about  like  a  new- 
caught  bird  in  a  cage.  *  O  Pamela,1 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  '  why  art  thou  fo  fool- 
*  ifh  and  fearful  ?  Thou  haft  done  no 
'  harm !  What,  if  thou  feareil  an  un- 


juft.  judge,  when  thoi*  art  innocent, 
wouldil^hou  do  before  a  juft  one,  if 
thou  wert  guilty  ?  Have  courage,  Pa- 
mela ;  thou  knoweft  the  worft  !  And 
how  eafy  a  choice  poverty  and  honefty 
is,  rather  than  plenty  and  wickedneisl* 
So  I  cheared  myfelf  j  but  yet  my  poor 
heart  funk,  and  my  fprrits  were  'quite 
broken.  Every  thing  that  ftirrred,  I 
thought  was  to  call  me  to  my  account. 
I  dreaded  it,  and  yet  'I  wifhed  it  to 
come. 

Well,  at  laft  he  rung  the  bell;  «  O,* 
thought  I,  *  that  it  was  my  pafling- 
*  bell!'  Mrs.  Jems  went  up,  with  a 
full  heart  enough,  poor  gTood  worn  an  ! 
He  faid — *  Where's  Pamela  ?  Let  her 
'  come  up;  and  do  you  come  with  her.* 
She  came  to  me :  I  was  ready  ta  go  with 
my  feet ;  but  my  heart  was  with  my  dear 
father  and  mother,  wifhing  to  fhare  your 
poverty  and  happinefs.  I  went  up,  how- 
ever. 

O  how  can  wicked  men  feem  fo  (teady 
and  untouched,  with  fuch  black  hearts, 
•while  poor  innocents  ftand  like  male- 
factors before  them ! 

He  looked  fo  ftern,  that  my  heart 
failed  me,  and  I  wifhed  mylelf  any- 
where but  there,  though  I  had  before 
been  fummoning  up  all  my  courage. 
'  Good  Heaven,'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  *  give 
'  me  courage  to  Hand  before  this  naugh- 
'  ty  matter!  O  foftcn  him,  or  harden 
<  me!' 

'  Come  in,  fool!'  faid  he,  angrily,  as 
foon  as  he  faw  me,  (and  fnatched  my 
hand  with  a  pull;)  'you  may  well  be 

*  afhamed  to  fee  me,  after  your  noife 
'  and  nonfenfe,  and  cxpofing  me  as  you 
'  have  done/ — '  I  afhamed  to  fee  you!* 
thought    I:    f  very  pretty,  indeed!'— 
But  I  faid  nothing. 

'Mrs.  Jervis/ (aid he,  'here you  are 

*  both  together.   'Do  you  fit  down;  but 
'  let  her  ftand,  if  me  will.'—'  Aye,* 
thought   I,  '  if  I  can  j*  for  my  knees 
beat   one  againft   the  other.       '  ,  Did 
'  you  not  think,  when  you  faw  the  girl 
'  in  the  way  you  found  her  in,  that  I 

*  had  given  her  the  greateft  occafion  for 
'  complaint  that  could  poffibly  be  given 
'  to  a  woman?  And  that!  had  actually 
'  ruined  her,  as  fhe  calls  it?     Tell  me, 
'  could  you  think  any  -  thing  lefs  ?"— 
«  Indeed,'  faid  fhe, '  I  feared  fo  at  fir  A.* 
— '  Has  fhe  told  you  what  I  did  to  her, 
c  and  all  I  did  to  her,  to  occafion  all  this 

*  folly,  bv  which  my  reputation  mi^ht 

E  « have 
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*  have  fufFered  in  your  opinion,  and  in 

*  that  of  all  the  family  ?  —  Inform  me 

*  what  flic  has  told  you  ?' 

She  was  a  little  too  much  frighted,  as 

fiac  owned  afterwards,  at  his  fternneis, 

.and  faid—- *  Indeed  me  told  me  yqu  only 

pulled  her  on  your  knee,  and  kifled 

hen' 

Then  I  plucked  up  my  fpirit  a  little. 
Only!  Mrs.  Jervis?1  laid  I;  «  and  was 
not  that  enough  to  mew  me  what  I 
had  to  fear?  When  a  mailer  of  his 
honour's  degree  demeans  himielf  to  be 
fo  free  as  that  to  fuch  a  poor  fervant  as 
me,  what  is  the  next  to  beexpecled? — 
But  your  honour  went  further,  fo  you 
did;  and  threatened  me  what  you  would 
do,  and  talked  of  Lucretia,  and  her  hard 
fate. — Your  .honour  knows  you  went 
too  far  for  a  mafter  to  a  fervant,  or  even 
to  his  equal ;  and  I  cannot  bear  it."1 
So  I  fell  a  crying  moft  fadly. 

MrSi  Jervis  began  to  excufe  me,  and 
to  beg  he  would  pity  a  poor  maiden,  that 
had  fuch  a  value  for  her  reputation.  He 
laid—'  I  fpeak  ittoher  face,  I  think  her 

*  very  pretty,  and  I  thought  her  humble, 
'  and  one  that  would  not  grow  upon  my 
f'  favours,  or  the  notice  I  took  of  her; 

*  bx:t  I  abhor  the  thought  of  forcing  her 

*  to  any  thing.     I  know  myfelf  better,' 
faid  he,  '  and  what  belongs  to  me :  and 
'  to  be  fure  I  have  enough  demeaned 
(  myfelf  to  take  notice  of  fuch  a  one  as 
'  me;  but  I  was  bewitched  by  her,  I 

*  think,  to  be  freer  than  became   me  5 
'  though  I  had  no  intention  to  carry  the 
« "jeft  farther,' 

What  poor  fluff  v/as  all  this,  my  dear 
mother,  from  a  man  of  his  fen-fe !  but  ice 
how  a  bad  caufe  and  bad  actions  con- 
found the  greateft  wits  ! — It  gave  me  a 
little  move  courage  then;  for  innocence, 
I  find,  in  a  low  fortune,  and  weak  mind, 
has  many  advantages  over  guilt,  with  all 
it's  riches  and  wifdom. 

So  I  faid — *  Your  honour  may  call 
£his  jeft  or  fport,  or  what  you  pleafej 
but  indeed,  Sir,  it  is  not  a  jeft  that  be- 
comes the  diftance  between  a  mafter 
and  a  fervant/ — *  Do  you  hear,  Mrs. 
Jervis  ?'  faid  he:  do  you  hear  the  pert- 
nefs  of  this  creature  ?  I  had  a  good 
cfcnl  of  this  fort  before  in  the  fummer- 
houfe,  and  yefterday  too,  which  made 
me  rougher  with  her  than  perhaps  I 
had  otherwifebeen.' 
Says  Mrs.  Jervis-—'  P?.meh,  don't  be 

*  fo  pert  to  his  honour :  you  flionld-know 


'  your  diftance;  you  fee  his  honour"  was 
'  only  in  jeft.' — *  O  dear  Mrs.  Jervis/ 
faid  I,  '  don't  you  blame  me  too.  It  is 
«  very  difficult  to  keep  one's  diftance  to 

*  the  greateft  of  men,  when  they  won't 

*  keep  it  t.hernfelves  to  their  meaneft  fer- 
'  vants.1 

*  See  again  !'  faid  he :  *  could  you  be- 

*  lieve  this  of  the  young  baggage,  if  you 

*  had  not  heard  it  ?' — *  Good  your  ho- 

*  now,'  laid  the  well-meaning  gentle- 
woman, '  pity  and  forgive  the  poor  girl; 

*  me  is  but  a  girl,  and  her  virtue  is  very 

*  dear  to  her;  and  I  will  pawn  my  life 

*  for  her,  fhe  will  never  be  pert  to  your 
'  honour,  if  you'll  be  fo  good  as  to  mo- 

*  left  her   no  more,    nor  frighten   her 
'  again.     You  law,  Sir,  by  her  fit,  fhe 
1  was  in  terror;  fhe  could  not  help  it: 
4  and  though  your  honour  intended  her 

*  no  harm,  yet  the  apprehenfion  was  al- 
'  moft  death  to  .her;  and  I  had  much  ado 
'  to  bring  her  to  herfelf  again.1—'  O  the 
'  little  hypocrite!' faid  he;  '  fhe  has  all 

*  the  arts  of  her  fex;  they  were  born  with 

*  her;  and  I  told  you  a  while  ago  you  did 
*•  not  know  her.     But  this  was  not  the 
'  reafon  principally  of  my  calling  yon 
'  before  me  together:  I  find  I  am  likely 
'  to  fufter  in  my  reputation  by  the  per- 

*  verfenefs  and  folly  of  this  girl.     She 
'has  told  you   all,  and  perhaps  more 
'  than  all;  nay,  I  make  no  doubt  of  it;. 
'  and  fhe  has  written  letters  (for  I  fina 
'  fhe  is  a  mighty  letter- writer! )  to  her  fa- 

*  ther  and  mother,  and  others,  as  far  as 

*  I  know ;  in  which  reprefenting  herfelf 

*  as  aii  angel  of  light,  fhe  makes  her  kind 
'.  mafter  and  beriefaclor  a  devil  incar- 
'  nate.— ("  O  how  people  will  fome- 
"  times,1'  thought  I,  "  call  themfelves 
"  by  their  right   names!'1)— And   all 

*  this,'  added  he,  '  I  won't  bear;  and  fo 
*•  am  relblved  fhe  mall  return  to  the  dif- 
'  trefles  and  poverty  fhe  was  taken  from; 

*  and  let  her  be  careful  how  fhe  ufes  my 

*  name  with  freedom,  when  fhe  is  gone 
'  from  me/ 

I  was  brightened  up  at  once  with  theft 
welcome  words  rand  I  threwrnyfelfupon 
my  knees  at  his  feet,  with  a  moft  fincere 
glad  heart;  and  I  faid—'  May  your  ho-- 
'  nour  be  for  ever  bleffed  for  your  refo- 
'  lution!  Now  I  mall  be  happy.  And 

*  permit  me,  on  my  bended  knees,  to 
'  thank  you  for  all  the  benefits  and  fa- 
'  vours  you  have  heaped  upon  me ;  foi? 
'  the  opportunities. I  have  had  of  im-^ 

*  provcment  and  learning]  through  my 

*  good 
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good  lady's  means  and  yours.     I  will 

now  forget  all  your  honour  has  offered 

to  me:  and  I  promife  you,  that  I  will 

never  let  your  name  p?.fs  ,rny  lips,  but 

with  reverence  and  gratitude :  and  fo 

God  Almighty  blefs  your  honour,  for 

ever  and  ever,  AmenT 

Then  riling  from  my  knees,  I  went 

away  with  another-guife  fort  of  heart 

than  I  came  into  his  prefence  with:  and 

fo  I  fell  to  writing  this  letter.   And  thus 

all  is  happily  over. 

And  now,  my  deareft  father  and  mo- 
ther, expe£lto  fee  foon  yourpoor  daugh- 
ter, with  an  humble  and  dutiful  mind, 
returned  to  you:  and  don't  fear  but  I 
know  how  to  be  as  happy  with  you  as 
ever:  for  twill  lie  in  the  loft,  as  I  ufed 
to  do;  and  pray  let  my  little  bed  be  got 
ready;  and  I  have  a  fmall  matter  of  mo- 
ney, which  will  buy  me  a  fuitof  cloaths, 
fitter  for  my  condition  than  what  I  have; 
and  I  will  get  Mrs.  Mum  ford  to  help 
me  to  fome  needle- work;  and  fear  not 
that  I  fliall  be  a  burden  to  you,  if  my 
health  continues.  I  know  J  mall  be 
blefled,  if  not  for  my  own  fake,  for  both 
your  fakes,  who  have  in  all  your  trials 
and  misfortunes.,  preferved  fo  much  inte- 
grity, as  makes  every  body  fpeak  well  of 
you  both.  But  I  hope  he  will  let  good 
Mrs.  Jervis  give  me  a  character,  for  fear 
it  mould  be  thought  I  was  turned  away 
for  diflionefty. 

And  fo,  my  dear  parents,  may  you  be 
blelt  for  me,  and  I  for  you !  And  I  will 
always  pray  for  my  mafter  and  Mrs. 
Jervis.  So  good  night;  for  it  is  late, 
and  I  fliall  be  foon  called  to  bed. 

I  hope  Mrs.  Jervis  is  not  angry  with 
me.  She  has  not  called  me  to  fupper: 
though  I  could  eat  nothing,  if  flie  had. 
But  I  make  no  doubt  I  mall  fleep  pure- 
ly to-night,  and  dream  that  I  am  with 
you,  in  my  dear,  dear,  happy  loft  once 
pore. 

So  good  night  again,  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  hysyour poor  boneft  daugh- 
ter. 

Perhaps  I  mayVt  come  this  week,  be- 
caufe  I  mult  get  up  the  linen,  and 
leave  in  order  every-thing  belonging 
to  my  place.  So  fend  me  a  line,  if 
you  can,  to  let  me  know  if  I  fliall  be 
welcome,  by  John,  who  will  call  for 
it  as  he  returns.  But  fay  nothing  of 
my  coming  away  to  him  as  yet:  fo^  it 
will'be  laid  I  bjab  every-thing. 


LETTER    XVII. 

MY  DEAREST   DAUGHTER, 

WELCOME,  welcome,  ten  times 
welcome,  mail  you  be  to  us;  for 
you  come  to  us  innocent,  and  happy, 
and  honeft ;  and  you  are" the  ftaff  of  our 
old  age,  and  our  comfort.  And  though 
we  cannot  do  for  you  as  we  would,  yetj 
fear  not,  we  fliall  live  happily  together  j 
and  what  with  my  diligent  labour, 
and  your  poor  mother's  fpinning,  and 
your  needle-work,  I  make  no  doubt  we 
fliall  do  better  and  better.  Only  your 
•poor  mother's  eyes  begin  to  fail  her; 
though,  I  blefs  God,  I  am  as  ftrong  and 
able,  and  willing  to  labour  as  ever ,  and, 
O  my  dear  child!  your  virtue  has  made 
me,  I  think,  ftronger  and  better  than  I 
was  before.  What  blefled  things  are 
trials  and  temptations,  when  we  have  the 
ftrength  to  refill  and  fubdue  them  I 

But  I  am  une'afy  about  thofe  fame  four 
guineas  :  I  think  you  fliould  give  them 
back  again  to  your  mafter;  and  yet  I 
have  broken  them.  Alas!  I  have  only 
three  left ;  but  I  will  borrow  the  fourth, 
if  I  can,  part  upon  my  wages,  and  part 
of  Mrs.  Mumford,  and  fend  the  whole 
fum  back  to  you,  that  you  may  return 
it,  againft  John  comes  next,  if  he  j:om;'* 
again  before  you. 

I  want  to  know  how  you  come.  1 
fancy  honeft  John  will  be  glad  to  bear 
you  company  part  of  the  way,  if  your 
mafter  is  not  fo  crofs  as  to  forbid  him. 
And  if  I  know  time  enough,  vour  mo- 
ther will  go  one  five  miles,  and  I  will  go 
ten  on  the  way,  or  till  I  meet  you,  as  far 
as  one  holiday  will  go;  for  that  I  run 
get  leave  to  make  on  filch  an  occafion : 
and  we  fhall  receive  you  with  more  plea- 
fure  than  we  had  at  your  birth,  when  all 
the  word  was  over,  or  than  we  ever  had 
in  our  lives. 

And  fo  God  blefs  you,  till  the  happy 
time  comes  !  fay  both  your  mother  and  I ; 
which  is  all  at  prefent,  from  your  truly 
loving  parents^ 


LETTER    XVIII. 

DEAR   FATHER   AND   MOTHER, 

I  Thank  you  a  thoufand  times  for  your 
goodnefs  to  me,  exprefled  in  your  laft 
letter.     I  now  long  to  get  my  bufmefs 
E  &  dons, 


PAMELA. 


done,  and  come  to  my  new  old  lot  again, 
as  I  may  call  it.  I  have  been  quite  ano- 
ther thing  fince  my  mailer  has  turned  me 
off;  and  as  I  fhali  come  to  you  an  ho- 
neft-da1  ghter,  what  pleasure  it  is  to  what 
I  fhoidd  have  had,  if  I  csuld  not  have 
i'een  you  b  't  as  a  guilty  one.  Well,  my 
writing-time  will  f'oon  be  over,  and  ib  I 
will  make  ufe  of  it  now,  and  tell  you  all 
that  has  happened  fmce  my  laft  letter. 

I  wondered  Mrs.  Jervis  did  not  call 
me  to  fup  with  her,  and  feared  fhe  was 
angry ;  and  when  I  had  finifhed  my  letter, 
IN  longed  for  her  coming  to  bed.  At  laft 
ihe  came  up,  but  feemed  fhy  and  referved  j 
and  I  faid — '  My  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  am. 

*  glad  to  fee  you:    you  are  not  angry 

*  with  me,  I  hope.'     She  faid  fhe  was 
forry.  things  had  gone  fo  far;  and  that 
/he  had  a  great  deal  of  talk  with  my  ma- 
iler after  I  was  gone;    that  he  feemed 
moved  at  what  I  faid,  and  at  my  falling 
on  my  knees  to  him,  and  my  prayer  for 
him,  at  my  going  away.    HP  faid,  I  was 
a  ftrange  girl ;  he  knew  not  what  to  make 
of  me:    *  And  is  (he  gone?'   faid  "he. 
'  I  intended  to  fay  fomething  elfe  to  her ; 
e  but  flie  behaved  fo  oddly,  that  I  had 
c  not  power  to  ftop  her."     She  afked,  If 
fhe  fhould  call  me  again.  He  laid,  «  Yes;' 
and  then — *  No,  let  her  go ;  it  is  beft  for 

*  her  and  me  too ;  and  fhe  fh'».ll  go,  now 
'  I  have  given  her  warning.  Where  fhe 

*  had  it,  I  can't  tell ;  but  I  never  met 
'  with  the  fellow  of  her  in  my  life,  at 

*  any  age.'     She  faid,  he  had  ordered 
her  not  to  tell  me  all :  but  fhe  believed 

. vv  would  offer  any-th'ing  to  me 
a^ain,  and  I  might  ftay,  fhe  fancied,  if  I 
!  beg  it  as  a  favour;  though  fhe 
was  not  Jure  neither. 

'  I  ftay !  dear  Mrs.  Jems,'  faid  I; 

-  '  wliV  'tis  the  beft  news  that  could  have 

*'  come  to  me,  that  he  will  lot  me  go.    I 

'  do  nothing  but  long  to  go  back  again 

*  to   my  poverty  and    diflrefe,    as    he 

*  threatened  I  fhould  ;  for  though  I  am 

*  fV.re  of  the  poverty,  I  fhall  not  have 

*  half  the  diftrefs  I  have  had'1  for  fome 
'  months  paft,  I'll  affureyou.' 

Mis.  Jervis,  dear  good  foul !  wept 
over  me,  andfaid — 'Well,  well,  Pamela, 

*  I  did  not  think  \  had  fhewn  fo  little 
'  love  to  yo •.:•,  as  that  you  fhould  exprefs 
'  fo  much  ioy  upon  leaving  me.     I  am 

*  fure'I  never  had  a  child  "half  fo  dear  to 

*  me  as  you  are.'    • 

1  we.  t  to  hear  her  fo  good  to  me,  as 
ii'dted  fhe  has  always  been;  and  faid— - 

*  What  \vouid  you  have  me  to  do}  dear 


Mrs.  Jervis?  I  love  you  next  to  my 
own  father  and  mother,  and  to  leave 
you  is  the  chief  concern  I  have  at 
quitting  this  place ;  but  I  am  fare  it  is 
certain  ruin  if  I  ftay.  After  fuch  of- 
fers, and  fuch  threatenings, -and  his 
comparing  himfelf  to  a  wickedravifher, 
in  the  very  time  of  his  laft  offer;  and 
turning  it  into  a  ieft,  that  we  mould 
make  a  pretty  ftory  in  romance ;  can  I ' 
ftay  and  be  fate  ?  Has  he  not  demeaned 
himfelf  twice  ?  And  it  behoves  me  to 
beware  of  the  third  time,  for  fear  he 
fhould  lay  his  fnar.es  farer ;  for  perhaps 
he  did  not  exoect  a  poor  fervant  would 
refift  her  mailer  fo  much.  And  muft 
it  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  fort  of  war- 
a-ant  for  fuch  actions,  if  I  ftay  after 
this  ?  For,  I  think,  when  one  of  our 
fex  finds  fhe  is  attempted,  it  is  an  en- 
couragement to  the  attempter  to  pro- 
ceed, if  one  puts  one's  felf  in  the  way 
of  it,  when  one  can  help  it :  it  is  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  inviting  him  to 
think,  that  one  forgives,  what  in  fhort, 
ought  not  to  be  forgiven :  which  is  no 
fmall  countenance  to  foul  actions,  I'll 
affure  you.' 

She  hugged  me  to  her,  and  faid—-'  Til 
affure  you !  Pretty-face,  where  gotteft 
thou  all  thy  knowledge,  and  thy  good 
notions,  at  thefe  years?  Thou  art  a 
miracle  for  thy  age,  and  I  fhail  always 
love  thee. — But,  do  you  refolve  to  leave 
us,  Pamela?' 

(  Yes,  my  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I ; 
for  as  matters  ftand,  how  can  I  do 
otherwife  ?  —  But  I'll  finifh  the  duties 
of  my  place  firft,  if  I  may  ;  and  hope 
you'll  give  me  a  character,  as  to  my 
honefty,  that  it  may  not  be  thought  I 
was  turned  away  for  any  harm.'— 
Aye,  that  I  will,'  faid  (he;  'I  will 
give  thee  fuch  a  character  as  never  girl 
at  thy  years  deferved.1— '  And,  I  am 
fure,'  laid  I,  *  I  will  always  love  and 
honour  you,  as  my  third  beft  friend, 
where -ever  I  go,  or  whatever  becomes 
of  me.' 

And  fo  we  went  to  bed,  and  I  never 
waked  till  it  was  time  to  rife';  which  J 
did,  as  blythe  as  a  bird,  and  went  about 
my-bufmefs  with  great  pleafure. 

But  I  believe  my  mailer  rs  fearfully 
angry  with'me  ;  for  he  ^  affcd  by  me  two 
or  three  times,  and  would  not  fpeak  to 
rne ;  and  towards  evening  he.  rnet  me 
in  the  pafTage,  going  into  the  garden, 
and  fai4  fuch  a  word  to -me  as  I  never 
heard  in  my  life  from  him,  to  man,  wo- 
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man,  or  child ;  for  he  firft  faid — *  This 
«  creature's  always  in  the  way,  I  think.' 
I  faid,  (landing  up  as  clofe  as  I  could, 
(and  the  entry  was  wide  enough  for  a 
coach  too) — <  I  hope  I  (han't  be  long  in 

*  your  honour's  way.' — '  D — n  you!' 
faid  he,  (that  was  the  hard  word)  «  fora 

*  little  witch  j  I  have  no  patience  with 

*  you.' 

I  profefs  I  trembled  to  hear  him  fay 
fo;  but  \fofw  he  was  vexed;  and,  as  I 
am  going  away,  I  minded  it  the  lef's. 
Well !  I  fee,  my  dear  parents,  that  when 
a  perfon  will  do  wicked  things,  it  is  no 
wonder  he  will  fpeak  wicked  words. 
May  God  keep  out  of  the  way  of  them 
both,  jour  dutiful  daughter. 


LETTER    XIX. 


DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

OUR  John  having  an  opportunity 
to  go  your  way,  I  write  again, 
and  fend  both  letters  at  once.  I  cannot 
fay,  yet,  when  I  fhall  get  away,  nor  how 
I  (hall  come;  becaufe  Mrs.  Jervis  (hewed 
my  mafter  the  waiilcoat  I  am  flowering 
for  him,  and  he  faid — '  It  looks  well 
*  enough  :  I  think  the  creature  had  bell 
«  ftay  till  ihe  has  finished  it.' 

There  is  fome  private  talk  carried  on 
betwixt  him  and  Mrs.  Jervis,  that  me 
don't  tell  me  of;  but  yet  (he  is  very  kind 
to  me,  and  I  don't  mittruft  her  at  all.  I 
mould  be  very  bafe  if  I  did.  But,  to  be 
fure,  (he  muft  oblige  him,  and  keep  all 
his  lawful  commands ;  and  other,  I 
dare  fay,  (he  won't  keep  :  me  is  too  good, 
and  loves  me  too  well ;  but  foe  mutt  ftay 
when  /  am  gone,  and  fo  muil  get  no  ill- 
will.  * 

She  has  been  at  me  again  to  afk  to  ftay, 
and  humble  myfelf.  *  But  what  have  I 
'  done,  Mrs.  Jervis  ?'  faid  I :  '  if  I  have 

*  been  a  Sauce -box,  and  a  Bold -face, 
'  and  Pert,  and  a  Creature,  as  he  calls 

*  me,  have  I  not  had  reafon  ?    Do  you 
f  think  I  mould  ever  have  forgot  myjelf, 
*-  if  he  had  not  forgot  to  aft  as  my  ma- 
1  Jler?   Tell  me  from  your  own  heart, 

*  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,'  laid  I,  *  if  you  think 

*  I  could  ftay  and  be  fate :  what  would 
'  you  think,  or  h'ow  would  you  aft,  in 

,  *  my  cafe?' 

«  My  dear  Pamela,'  faid  (he,  and  killed 
me,  *  I  don't  know  howl  (hould  aft,  or 
<  what  I  fhould  think.  I  hope  I  mould 
f  act  as^0#  do.  But  \  knov/  nobody  elfe 


'  that  would.    My  matter  is  a  fine  gen-- 

*  tleman  ;  he  has  a  great  deal  of  wit,  and 

*  fenfe,  and  is  admired,  as  I  know,  by 

*  half  a  dozen  ladies,  who  would  think 

*  themiclves  happy  in  his  addrefTes.    He 

*  lias  a  noble  eilaie ;  and  yet  I  believe 

*  he  loves  my  good  maiden,  though  his 
c  fervant,  better  than  all  the  ladies  in  the 
'  land;  and  he  has  tried  to  overcome  it, 
'  becaufe  you  are  fo  much  his  inferior 5 

*  and  it  is  my  opinion  he  finds  he  can't; 

*  and  that,  vexes  his  proud  heart,  and 
1  makes  him  refclve  you   fhan't  flay; 
1  and  fo  he  fpeaks  fo  crofs  to  you,  when 
'  he  fees  you  by  accident.' 

<  Well,  but,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  « let 

*  me  afk  you,  if  he  can  (loop  to  like  fuch 
'  a  poor  girl  as  me,  as  perhaps  he  may, 

*  (for  I  have  read  of  things  almoft  as 

*  ftrange,  from  great  men  to  poor  dam- 
'  fels)  what  can  it  be  for?  —  He  may 
'  condefcend,  perhaps,  to  think  I  may  be 

*  good  enough  for  his  harlot ;  and  thofe 

*  things  don't  difgrace  men,  that  ruin 
f  poor  women,  as  the  world  goes.  And 
'  fo  if  I  was  wicked  enough,  he  would 

*  keep  me  till  I  was  undone,  and  till  his 
'  mind  changed;  for  even  wicked  men, 

*  I  have  read,  foon  grow  weary  of  wick- 
'  ednefs  with  the  fame  perfon,  and  love 
'  variety.  Well,  then,  poor  Pamela  muft 

*  be  turned  off,  and  looked  upon  as  a 


'  body  would  defpife  her ;  aye, 

1  too,  Mrs.  Jervis;    for  (he  that  can't 

*  keep  her  virtue,  ought  to  live  in  dif- 

*  grace. 

*  But,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  continued  I,  '  let 

*  me  tell  you,  that  I  hope,  if  I  was  fure 

*  he  wo.ild  always  be  kind  to  me,  and 

*  never  turn  me  off  at  all,  that  I  (hall 

*  have  fo  much  grace,   as  to  hate  and 
'  withiland  his  temptations,  were  he  not 
'  only  my  mafter,  but  my  king;   and 

*  that  for  thej£/2'j  fake.    This  my  poor 
'  dear  parents  have  always  taught  me; 
'  and  I  (ho'dd  be  a  fad  wicked  creature 
f  indeed,  if,  for  the  lake  of  riches  or  fa- 

*  vour,  I  (ho-ild  forfeit  my  good  name: 

*  yea,  and  worle  than  any  other  your.g 
'  body  of  my  fex ;  becaufe  I  can  fo  con- 

*  tentedly  return  to  my  poverty  again, 

*  and  think  it  a  lefs  difgrace  to  be  obliged 
1  to  wear  rags,  and  live  upon  rye-bread 
'  and  water,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  than  to 
'  be  a  harlot  to  the  greatcft  man  in  the 

*  world.' 

Mrs.  Jervis  lifted  up  her  hands,  and 
had  her  eyes  full  of  tears.     *  God  blefe 

*  you,  my  dear  love  I'  Yaid  flie;  *  you 

«  are 


PAMELA. 


*  are  my  admiration  and  delight.— How 

*  ihall  I  do  to  part  with  you  !' 

'  Well,  good  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I, •«  let 
4  me  afk  you  now : — You  and  he  have 

*  had  fbme  talk,  and  you  mayn't  be  fuf- 

*  fered  to  tell  me  all.    But,  do  you  think, 

*  if  I  was  to  afk  to  rtay,  that  he  is  forry 

*  for  what  he  has  done  ?   Aye?  and  a- 

*  foamed  of  it  too  ?    For  I  am  fure  he 
*•  ought,  confulering  his  high  degree,  and 
"  my  low  degree,  and  how  I  have  no- 
f  thing  in  the  world  to  truft  to  hut  my 

*  honefty:    do  you  think  in  your  o<wn 

*  coniciencenow,  (pray  anfwer  me  truly) 

*  that  he  would  never  offer  any  thing  to 

*  me  again,  and  that  I  could  be  fafe  ?' 

*  Alas !  my  dear  child/  faid  me,  '  don't 

*  put  thy  hojne  queftions  to  me,  with  that 
'  prettybecomingearneftnefs  in  thy  look. 
'  I  know  this,  that  he  is  vexed  at  what  he 

*  has  done;  he  was  vexed  theory1?  time, 

*  more  vexed  thtfecand  time.* 

'  Yes,"1  laid  I,  '  and  fo  he  will  be  vexed , 

*  I  fuppofe,  the  third  ^  and  the  fourth  time 

*  too,  till  he  has  quite  ruined  your  poor 

*  maiden ;  and  vyho  will  have  caufe  to  be 

*  vexed  then?' 

'  Nay,  Pamela,'  faid  me,  '  don't  ima- 
'  gine  that  I  would  be  acceflary  to  your 

*  ruin  for  the  world.  I  only  can  fay,  that 

*  he  has,  yet,  done  you  no  hurt ;  and  'tis 

*  no  wonder  he  mould  love  you,  you  are 

*  ib  pretty;    though  fo  much  beneath 
'  him  :  but  I  dare  fwear  for  him,  he  ne- 

*  ver  will  offer  you  any  force.' 

*  You  {'ay,'  faid  I,  c  that  he  was  forry 

*  for  \m  jtr.fi  offer  in  the  fummer-houfe. 

*  Well,  and  how  long  did  his  forrow 

*  lail? — Only  till  he  found  me  by  my- 

*  felt ;  and  then  he  was  worfe  than  be- 
f  fore:  and  fo  became  forry  again.  And 

*  if  he  has  deigned  to  love  me,  and  you 

*  fay  can't  help  it,  why,  he  can't  help  it 
f  neither,  if  he  (hculd  have  an  opportu- 

*  nity,  a  third  time  to  diftrefs  me.    And 
^  I  have  read  that  many  a  man  has  been 
<  afhamed  of  his  wicked  attempts,  when 

*  he  has  been  repulfed,  that  would  never 
'  have  been  amamed  of  them,  had  he 

*  fuccteded.    Befides,  Mrs.  Jervis,  if  he 
'  really  intends  to  offer  no  force,  what 
'  does  {bat  mean  ? — While  you  fay  he 
?  can't  kelp  liking  me,  for  love  it  cannot 
f  bt — -Does  it  not  imply  that  he  hopes  to 
'  ruin  me  by  my  own  canfent?  I  think,* 
/aid  I,  (and  I  hope  I  mould  have  grace 
to  do  fo)  c  that  I  fhould  not  give  way  to 
f  his  temptations  on  any  account;  but  it 
f  would  be  very  prefumptuous  in  me  to 

*  rely  tipon  my  own  ilrength  againft  a 


<  gentleman  of  his  qualifications  and 
*  eftate,  and  who  i&  my  mafter\  and 
thinks  himfelf  intitled  to  call  me  Bold- 
face, and  what  not;  only  for  (landing 
on  my  neceiTary  defence :  and  that,  too, 
where  the  good  of  my  foul  and  body, 
and  my  duty  to  God,  and  my  parents, 
are  all  concerned.  Ho v.',then, Mrs!  Jer- 
vis,' laid  I,  'can  I  ajk  or  <w\jb  to  flay?* 
'  Well,  well,'  fays  me;  'as  he  feems 
very  defjrous  you  mould  not  flay,  I 
hope  it  is  from  a  good  motive ;  for  fear 
he  (hotild  be  tempted  to  difgrace  him- 
felf  as  well  as  you.'— *  No,"  no,  Mrs. 
'Jervis,'  faid  I ;  <  I  have  tkought  of  that 
too ;  for  I  would  be  glad  to  confxkr 
him  with  that  duty  that  becomes  me: 
but  then  he  would  have  let  me  go  to 
Lady  Davers,  and  not  have  hindered  my 
preferment :  and  he  would  not  have  faid, 
I  mould  return  to  my  poverty  and  dif- 
trefs,  when,  by  his  mother's  goodnefs, 
I  had  been  lifted  out  of  it ;  but  that  he 
intended  to  fright  me,  and  punijb  me, 
as  he  thought,  for  not  complying  with 
his  wickednefs :  and  this  mews  me 
well  enough  what  I  have  to  expect  from 
'  his  future  goodnefs,  except  I  will  de- 

*  ferve  it  at  his  own  dear  price.' 

She  was  filent ;  and  I  added—'  Well, 

*  there's  no  more  to  be  faid ;  I  rnuft  go, 

*  that's  certain  :  all  my  concern  will  be 
'  how  to  part  with  you  j   and,  indeed, 
'  after  you,  with  e<very-body\  for  all  my 
'  fellow-fervants  have  loved  me,  and  you 
'  and  they  will  coft  me  a  figh,  and  a  tear 
'  too,  now  and  then,  I  am  fure.'     And 
fo  I  fell  a  crying :    I  could  not  help  it. 
For  it  is  a  pleafant  thing  to  one  to  be  in 
a  houfe  among  a  great  many  fellow- fer~ 
yants,  and  be  beloved  by  them  all. 

Nay,  I  mould  have  told  you  before 
now,  how  kind  and  civil  Mr.  Longmafi 
ourfteward  is;  vartly courteous,  indeed, 
on  all  occafions !  And  he  faid  once  to, 
Mrs.  Jervis,  he  wimed  he  was  a  young 
man  for  my  fake;  I  fhould  be  his  wife, 
and  he  would  fettle  all  he  had  upon  me, 
on  marriage ;  and,  you  muft  know,  he  is 
reckoned  worth  a  power  of  money. 

I  take  no  pride  in  this ;  but  blefs  God, 
and  youi-  good  examples,  iny  dear  pa- 
rents, that  I  have  been  enabled  fo  to  carry 
myfelf,  as  to  hav.e  every-body's  good 
word  :  not  but  our  cook  one  day,  tvhb 
is  a  little  fnappim  and  crpfs  fometimes1, 
faid  once  to  me — '  Why  this  Pamela  of 
-'  ours  goes  as  fine  as  a  lady.  See  what 
'  it  is  to  have  a  fine  fa<±e !  —  I  wonder 
'  what  the  girl  will  corns  to  at  lafl ! ' 

She 
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She  was  hot  with  her  work;   and  I 
fneaked  away ;  for  I  feldom  go  down  into 
the  kitchen ;  and  I  heard  the  butler  lay — 
Why,  Jane,  nobody  has  your  good 
wore! :  what  has  Mrs.  Pamela  done  to 
you  ?  I  am  farejbe  offends  nobody.' — 
And  what/  faid  the  peevifli  wench, 
have  I  laid  to  her, /«?&/«/»;  but  that 
{he  was  pretty  ?'    They  quarrelled  af  - 
terwards,  I  heard :    I  was  forry  for  it, 
but  troubled  myfelf  no  more  about  it. 
Forgive  this  filly  prattle,  from  jour  du- 
tiful daughter. 

Oh !  I  forgot  to  fay,  that  I  would  ftay  to 
fimfh  the  waiftcoat,  if  I  might  with 
fafety.  Mrs.  Jervis  tells  me  I  cer- 
tainly nray.  I  never  did  a  prettier 
piece  of  work;  and  I  am  up  early  and 
late  to  get  it  over;  for  I  long  to  be 
with  you. 


LETTER    XX. 


BEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Did  not  fend  my  laft  letters  fo  foon  as 
I  hoped,  becauie  John  (whether  my 
mailer  miftrufts  or  no,  I  can't  fay)  had 
been  fent  to  Lady  Davers's,  inftead  of 
Ifaac,  who  ufed  to  go ;  and  I  could  not 
be  fo  free  with,  nor  fo  well  truft  Ifaac  ; 
though  he  is  very  civil  to  me  too.  So  I 
was  forced  to  ftay  till  John  returned. 

As  Lmay  not  have  opportunity  to  fend 
again  foon,  and  yet  as  I  know  you  keep 
my  letters,  and  read  them  over  and  ovqr 
(fo  John  told  me)  when  you  have  done 
work,  (fomuch  does  your  kindnefs  make 
you  love  all  that  comes  from  your  poor 
daughter)  and  as  it  may  be  ibme  little 
pleafure  to  me,  perhaps,  to  read  them 
myfelf,  when  I  am  come  to  you,  to  re- 
mind me  of  what  I  have  gone  through, 
and  how  great  God's  goodnefs  has  been 
•to  me,  (which,  I  hope,  will  farther 
ftrengthen  my  good  refolutions,  that  I 
may  not  hereafter,  from  my  bad  conduct, 
have  reafon  to  condemn  myfelf  from  my 
•own  hand  as  it  were  :)  for  all  thefe  rea- 
fbns,  I  fay,  I  will  write  as  I  have  time, 
and  as  matters  happen,  and  fend  the 
f cribble  to  you  as  I  have  opportunity  j 
and  if  I  do  not  every  time,  in  form,  fub- 
icribe  as  I  ought,  I  am  fure  you  will  al- 
ways believe,  that  it  is  not  for  want  of 
Juty.  So  I  will  begin  where  I  left  off, 
about  the  talk  between  Mrs.  Jervii  and 
>ce,  for  me  to  afk  to  Hay. 


Unknown  to  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  pvt  a  pro- 
ject, as  I  may  call  it,  in  practice.  I 
thought  with  myfelf  fome  days  ago— 
'  Here  I  (hall  go  home  to  my  poor  father 

*  and  mother,  and  have  nothing  on  my 

*  back,  that  will  be  fit  for  my  condition  f 
for  how  mould  your  poor  daughter  look 
with  a  filk  night-gown,  filken  petticoats, 
cambrick  head  -  cloaths,    fine   Holland 
linen,  laced  fhoes,  that  were  my  lady's; 
and  fine  ftockings  !  And  how  in  a  little 
while  muft  thefe  have  looked,  like  old 
caft-offs  indeed,  and  I  looked  fo  for  wear- 
ing them  !  And  people  would  have  faid 
(for  poor  folks  are  envious,  as  well  as 
rich) — '  See  there  Goody  Andrews"  s 

daughter,  turned  home  from  her  fine 
place !  What  a  tawdry  figure  me  makes ! 
And  how  well  that  garb  becomes  her 
poor  parents  circumftances!' — «  And 
how  would  they  look  upon  me,'  thought 
'.  to  myfelf,  *  when  they  fliould  come  to 
be  thread-bare  and  worn  out  ?    And 
how  fliould  I  look,  even  if  I  could  pur- 
chafe  home-fpun  cloaths,  to  dwindle 
into  them  one  by  one,  as  I  got  them  ? 
— May  be,  an  old  iilk  gown,  and  a 
linfey-wcolfey  petticoat,  and  the  like. 
So,'  thought  I,  «  I  had  better  get  my- 
felf at  once  equipped  in  the  drefs  that 
will  become  my  condition. 'And  though 
it  may  look  but  poor  to  what  I  have  been 
ufed  to  wear  of  late  days,  yet  it  will  ferve 
me,  when  I  am  with  you,  for  a  ^ood 
holiday  and  Sunday  fuit,  and  what,  by  a 
blelhngon  my  induftry,  I  may,  perhaps, 
make  Ihift  to  keep  up  to. 

So,  as  I  was  faying,  unknown  to  any 
body,  I  bought  of  Farmer  Nichols' 
and  daughters  a  good  lad -coloured  ituir, 
of  their  own  fpinning,  enough  to  make 
me  a  gown  and  two  petticoats ;  and  I 
made  robings  and  facings  of  a  pretty  bit 
of  printed  calico  I  had  by  me. 

I  had  a  pretty  good  camblet  quilted- 
coat,  that  I  thought  might  do  tolerably 
well;  and  I  bought  two  flannel  under- 
coats; notfo  good  as  myfwan-fkin  and 
fine  linen  ones,  but  what  will  keep  me 
warm,  if  any  neighbour  fliould  get  me 
to  go  out  to  help  them  to  milk,  now- 
and-then,  as  fometimes  I  ufed  to  do 
formerly;  for  I  am  rcfolved  -o  do  all 
your  good  neighbours  what  kindnefs  I 
can  ;  and  hope  to  make  myfelf  as  much 
beloved  about  you,  as  I  am  here. 

I  got  forne  pretty  good  Scots  cloth,  and 
made  me,  at  mornings  and  nights,  when 
nobody  faw  me,  two  fhirts;  and  I  have 
enough  left  for  two  fliirts,  and  two  Ihifts, 

fur 
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for  you  my  dear  father  and  mother.  When 
I  come  home,  I1 11  make  them  for  you, 
and  defire  your  acceptance. 

Then  I  bought  of  a  pedlar  two  pretty 
enough  round-eared  caps,  a  little  ftraw- 
liat,  and  a  pair  of  knit  mittens,  turned  up 
with  white  calico;  and  two  pair  of  ordi- 
nary blue  worfted  hofe,  that  make  a 
finartifh  appearance  wiih  white  clocks, 
I'll  allure  yonj  and  two  yards  of  black 
ribband  for  my  fhift  fleeves,  and  to  ferve 
MS  a  necklace;  and  when  I  had  them  all 
come  home,  I  went  and  looked  upon 
them  once  in  two  hours,  for  two  days 
together:  for  you  muft  know,  though  I 
lie  with  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  keep  my  own 
little  apartment  ftill  for  my  cloaths,  and 
nobody  goes  thither  but  myfelf.  You'll 
lay  I  was  no  bad  houfewife  to  have  favcd 
fo  much  money;  but  my  dear  good  lady 
was  always  giving  me  fomething. 

I  believed  myfelf  the  more  obliged  to 
do  this,  becaufe,  as  I  was  turned  away 
from  what  my  good  m after  thought  want 
of  duty ;  and  as  he  expected  other  re- 
turns for  his  prefents,  than  I  intended  to 
make  him;  fo  I  thought  it  was  but  juft 
-to  leave  his  prefents  behind  me  when  I 
went  away;  for,  you  know,  if  I  would  not 
earn  his  wages,  why  mould  I  have  them  ? 

Don't  trouble  yourfelf  about  the  four 
guineas,  nor  borrow  to  make  them  up, 
for  they  were  given  me,  with  fome  filver, 
as  I  told  you,  as  aperquiflte,  being  what 
my  lady  had  about  her  when  me  died  ; 
and,  as  I  hope  for  no  wages,  I  am  fo  vain 
as  to  think  I  have  deferved  all  that  money 
in  the  fourteen  months,  fmce  my  lady's 
death:  for  me,  good  foul,  over-paid  me 
before,  in  learning  and  other  kindnefles. 
•—Had  Jhe  lived,  none  of  thefe  things 
might  have  happened! — But  I  ought  to 
be  thankful  it  is  no  worfe.  Every-thing 
will  turn  out  for  the  beft;  thai's  my  con- 
fidence. 

So,  as  I  was  faying,  I  have  provided 
a  new  and  more  fuitabledrefs,  and  I  long 
to  appear  in  it,  more  than  ever  I  did  in 
any  new  cloaths  in  my  life;  for  then  I 
(hall  be  foon  after  with  you,  and  at  eafe 

in  my  mind- But,  mum!    Here  he 

comes,  I  believe. — I  am,  &c. 

LETTER    XXI. 

MY  3EA2   FATHER    AND   MOTHER, 

I.  Was  forced  to  break  off;  for  I  feared 
my  mailer  was  conunjr;  but  it  proved 
to  be'cr.iy  MK.  Jervis,  <.  She  faid—.'  I 


*  can't  endure  you  mould  be  fo  much  bf 
'  yourfelf,  Pamela.'—'  And  I,'  faid  I, 
'  dread  nothing  fo  much  as  company ; 
'  for  my  heart  was  up  at  my  mouth  now, 
'  for  fear  my  mafter  was  coming.    But  I 

*  always  rejoice  to  fee  dear  Mrs.  Jervis.* 

Said  me-— *  I  have  had  a  world  of  talk 

*  with  my  mafter  about  you.' — '  I  am 
«  forry  for  it,'  faid  I,  «  thati  I  am  made 
'  of  fo  muchconfeqiience  as  to  be -talked 

*  of  by  him.'— '  O,'  faid  Hie,  'I  muft  not 

*  tell  you  all ;  but  you  are  of  more  con- 

*  iequence  to  him  than  you  think  for-^-' 

*  Or  nvijk  for,'  faid  I ;  «  for  the  fruits 
'  of  being  of  confequence  to  him,  would 

*  make  me  of  none  to  myfelf,  or  any- 
«  body  elfe.' 

Said  flie — c  Thou  art  as  witty  as  any 
'  lady  in  the  land :  I  wonder  where  thou 
'  gotteft  it.'— But  they  muft  be  poor 
ladies,  with  fuch  great  opportunities,  I 
am  fure,  if  they  have  no  more  wit  than 
I.— But  let  that  pafs. 

'  I  fuppofe,'  faid  I,  <  that  I  am  of  fo 
'  much  confequence,  however,  as  to  vex 
'  him,  if  it  be  but  to  think  he  can't  make 
'  a  fool  of  fuch  a  one  as  I;  and  that  is 

*  nothing  at  all,  but  a  rebuke  to  the  pride 
'•  of  his  high  condition,  which  he  did 

*  not  expeft,  and  knows  not  how  to  put 
'  up  with.' 

*  There  is  fomething  in  that,  may-be,' 
faid   me;  «  but  indeed,  Pamela,   he  is 

*  very  angry  with  you  to&-t  and  calls  you 
'  twenty  perverfe  things ;  wonders  at  his 
1  own  folly,  to  have  fhewn  you  fo  much 

*  favour,  as  he  calls  it;  which  he  was  firft 

*  inclined  to,  he  fays,  for  his  mother's 

*  fake,  and  would  have  perfifted  to  fhew 
1  you  for  your  own,  if  you  was  not  your 

*  own  enemy.1 

'  Nay,  now  I  fha'nt  love  you,  Mrs. 
'  Jervis,'  faid  I;  '  you  are  going  to  per- 
'  fuade  me  to  afk  to  ftay,  though  you 
'  know  the  hazards  I  run." — '  No,'  faid 
me,  l  he  fays  you  Jhall  go ;  for  he  thinks 
c  it  won't  be  for  his  reputation  to  keep 
'  yob ;  but  he  wifhed  (don't  fpeak  of  it 
'  for  the  world,  Pamela,)  that  he  knew 
'  a  lady  of  birth,  juft  -fuch  another  as 
c  yourfelf,  in  pcrfon  and  mind,  and  he 
1  would  many  her  to-morrow.' 

I  coloured  up  to  the  ears  at  this  word: 
but  faid — l  Yet  if  I  was  the  lady  or 
'  birth,  and  he  would  offer  to  be  rude 

*  mir,    as  he  has  twice  done  to  poor 
'  me,   I  don't  know  whether  I  would 

*  have  him :  i'orjbe  that  can  bear  an  in- 
'  fult  of  that  kind,  I  mould  think  not 

*  worthy  to  be  a  gentleman's  wife,  any 

*  moni. 
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more  than  be  would  be  a  gentleman 
that  would  offer  it.' 
«  Nay,  now,  Pamela/  faid  (he,  «  thoii 
carried  thy  notions  a  great  way.1 — 
Well,  dear  Mrs,  Jervis,'  laid  I,  very 
ferioufly,  for  I  could  not  help  it,  '  I  am 
more  full  of  fears  than  ever.  I  have 
only  to  beg  of  you,  as  one  of  the  heft 
friends  I  have  in  the  world,  to  fay  no- 
thing of  my  aiking  to  (lay,  To  fay 
my  mafter  likes  me,  when  I  know 
what  end  he  aims  at,  is  abomination  to 
my  ears;  and  I  (han't  think  myfelf 
fate  till  I  am  at  my  poor  father's  and 
mother's.' 

She  \vas  a  little  angry  with  me,  till  I 
allured  her  that  I  had  not  the  leaft  un- 
eafmets  on  her  account,  but  thought  my- 
felf fafe  under  her  prote&ion  and  friend- 
Ihip.  And  fo  we  dropt  the  difcourfe  for 
f  hat  time. 

I  hope  to  have  finished  this  ugly  waift- 
coat  in  two  days;  after  which,  I  have  only 
fome  linen  to  get  up,  and  (hall  then  let 
you  know  how  I  contrive  as  to  my  paf- 
fage ;  for  the  heavy  rains  will  make  it  fad 
travelling  on  foot :  but  may-be  I  may  get 
a  place  to  ,  which  is  ten  miles  of  the 

way,  in  Farmer  Nichols's  clofe  cart;  for 
.1  can't  fit  a  horfe  well  at  all,  and  may-be 
nobody  will  be  differed  to  tee  me  on  upon 
the  way.  But  I  hope  to  let  you  know 
more*  Promt  &c. 


LETTER    XXII. 


MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER> 

ALL  my  fellow-fervants  have  now 
fome  notion,  that  I  am  to  go  away ; 
but  can't  imagine  for  what.  Mrs.  Jervis 
tells  them,  that  my  father  and  mother, 
growing  in  years,  cannot  live  without 
ine;  and  fo  I  go  home  to  them,  to  help 
to  comfort  their  old  age;  but  they  feem 
not  to  believe  it. 

What  they  found  it  out  by,  was,  the 
butler  heard  him  fay  to  me,  as  I  pafled 
by  him,  in  the  entry  leading  to  the  hall—- 
Who's that  ?'— '  Pamela,  Sir,'  laid  I. 
Pamela  !'  faid  he,  «  how  long  are  you 
to  (lay  here  ?'— <  Only,  pleafeyour  ho- 
nour,' faid  I,  '  till  I  have  done  the 
waiftcoat;  and  it  is  almoft  fmifhed.'— 
You  might,'  fays  he  (very  roughly  in- 
deed,) *  ha  ire  finilhed  that  long  enough 
ago,  I  (hould  have  thought'. — *  In- 
deed, and  pleafe  your  honour,'  faid  I, 
I  have  worked  early  and  late  upon  it  j 


'  there  is  a  great  oeal  of  work. in  it.'— 
'  Work  in  it!''  faid  he;  *  you  mind  your 
'  pen  more  than  your  needle;  I  don't 
f  want  fuch  idle  (luts  to  flay  in  my 
'  houie.' 

He  feemed  ftartled,  when  he  faw  the 
butler,  as  he  entered  the  hall,  where  Mr* 
Jonathan  flood.  '  What  do'jou  here  ?* 
laid  he. — The  butler  was  as  much  coil-* 
founded  as  I;  for^  never  having  been 
taxed  fo  roughly,  I  could  not  help  cry- 
ing fadly;  and  got  out  of  both  their 
ways  to  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  told  my  com* 
plaint.  *  This  love,'  faid  die,  «  is  the 
'  d— 1 !  In  how  many  ftrange  (hapes  does 
'  it  make  people  (hew  themlelves  !  And 
*  in  fome  the  fartheft  from  their  hearts.* 
So  one,  and  then  another,  has  been 
fmce  whifpering— *  Pray,  Mrs*  Jervis* 
'  are  we  to  lofe  Mrs.  Pamela?1  as  they 
always  call  me — f  What  has  (he  done  ?* 
And  then  (he  tells  them  as  above>  about 
going  home  to  you. 

She  faid  afterwards  to  me— f  Well> 
Pamela,  you  have  made  our  mafteiy 
from  the  fweeteft  tempered  gentleman 
in  the  world,  one  of  the  molt  peeviftu 
But  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  make 
him  as  fweet-tempered  as  ever;  though 
I  hope  you'll  never  do  it  on  his  terms.* 
This  was  very  good  in  Mrs.  Jervis  j 
but  it  intimated,  that  (he  thought  as  ill 
of  his  defigns  as  I;  and  as  (he  knew  his 
mind  more  than  I,  it  convinced  me  that 
I  ought  to  get  away  as  faft  as  I  could* 

My  mafter  came  in,  juft  now,  to  fpeak 
to  Mrs.  Jervis  about  houftiold  matters, 
having  fome  company  to  dine  with  him 
to-morrow;  and  I  ftood  up,  and  having 
been  crying  at  his  roughnefs  in  the  en- 
try, I  turned  away  my  face. 

'  You  may  well,'  faid  he, '  turn  a"way 
'  your  curled  face;  I  wi(h  I  had  never 
'  leen  it! — Mrs.  Jervis,  how  long  is  five 

*  to  be  about  this  waiftcoat  ?' 

*   Sir,'  faid  I,  *  if  your  honour  had 

*  pleafed,  I  would  have  taken  it  with  me; 
'  and  though  it  would  be  now  finished  in 

*  a  few  hours,  I  will  do  fo  ftill ;  and  re- ' 

*  move  this  hated  poor  Pamela  out  o£ 

*  yovir  houfe  and  fight  for  ever.' 

'  Mrs.  Jervis,'  (aid  he,  not  (peaking 
to  me,  *  I  believe  this  little  flut  has  trie 
'  power  of  witchcraft,  if  ever  there  was 
'  a  witch;  for  (he  inchants  all  tiiatccrne 
'  near  her.  She  makes  even  you,  who 

*  (liould  know  better  what  the  world  is> 

*  think  her  an  angel  of  light.'  ' 

I  offered  to  go  away ;  for  I  believe  he 

wanted  roe  to  *Jk  to  ftay  in  my  place,  for 

F  all 
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all  this  his  great  wrath;  and  he  faid— 
'  Siayjierc!  ilay  here,  when  I  bid  you!' 
and  inatched  my  hand.  I  trembled,  and 
faid— <  I  will  I  I  will !'  for  he  hurt  my 
fingers,  hegrafpedme  fo  hard. 

.  He  feemed  to  have  a  mind  to  fay  fome- 
thing  to  me;  but  broke  off  abruptly,  and 
faid — ''  Be  gone ! '  And  away  I  tripped  as 
fail  as  I  could  ;  and  he  and  Mrs.  Jervis 
bad  a  deal  of  talk,,  as  {he  told  me;  and 
among  the  reft,  he  expreiTed  himfelf  vexed 
to  have  fpoken  in  Mr.  Jonathan's  hear- 
ing- . 

Now  you  muft  know^  that  Mr.  Jona- 
than, our  butler,  is  a  very  grave  good 
fort  of  old  man,  with  his  hair  as  white 
3,5  filver  !  and  an  honeil  worthy  man  he 
is.    I  was  hurrying  out  with  a  flea  in  my 
ear,  as  the.  faying  is,  and  going  down 
flairs  into  the  parlour,  met  him.  He  took 
hold  of  my  hand  (in  a  gentler  manner, 
though,  than  my  mailer)  with  both  his: 
and  hefaid — 'Ah!  fweet,fweetMrs.  Pa- 
mela! what  is  it  I  heard  but  jull  now! 
—I  am  forry  at  my  heart;   but  I  am 
fure  I  will  fooner  believe  any -body  in 
fault  than  you." — '  Thank  you,  Mr. 
Jonathan,1  faid  I;  *  but  as  you  value 
your  place,  don't  be  feen  fpeaking  to 
fuch  a  one  as  me.'     I  cried  too  ;   and 
jh'pt  away  as  fail  as  I  could  from  him,  for 
his  own  fake,  left  he  mould  be  feen  to  pity 
me. 

And  now  I  will  give  you  an  imlance  how 
much  I  am  in  Mr.  Longman's  efteem 
'alfo. 

I  had  loil  my  pen  fome-how;  and  my 

paper  being  written  out,  I  ilepped  to  Mr. 

Longman's  our  fteward's  office,  to  beg 

him  to  give  me  a  pen  or  two,  and  a  meet 

or  two  of  paper.     He  faid— *  Ay,  that 

'  I  will,  my  fweet. maiden!'  and  gave  me 

_three  pens,  fome  wafers,  a  ftick  of  wax, 

and  twelve  meets  of  paper;  and  coming 

from  his  defk,  where  he  was  writing,  he 

fajd — '  Let  me  have  a  word  or  two  with 

*  you,  my  fweet  little  miilrefs,'  (for  fo  thefe 

.two  good  old  gentlemen  often  call  me; 

Jor   I   believe   they   love  me    dearly:) 

I  hear  bad  news ;  that  we  are  going  to 

Icfe  you:    I  hope  it  is  not  true?' — 

Yes,  it  is,  Sir/ -faid  I;  *  but  I  was  in 

hopes  it  would  not  be  known  till  I 

went  away.' 

*  What  a  d — 1,'  faid  he, «  ails  our  ma- 
fter  of  late  I  I  never  faw  fuch  an  altera- 
tion in  any  man  in  my  life!  He  is 
ple'afed  with  nobody  as  I  fee ;  and  by 
what  Mr,  Jonathan  tells  mejuft  now, 


'  he  was  quite  out  of  the  way  witn  you* 
'  What  could  you  have  done  to  him, 

*  tro'  ?  Only  Mrs.  Jervis  is  a  very  good 
'  woman,  or  I  fhould  have  feared/fc  had 

*  been  your  enemy.' 

No,'  faid  I,  (  nothing  like  it.  Mrs. 
'  Jervis  is  a  juft  good  woman,  and  next 
f  to  my  father  and  mother,  the  beft  friend 
'  I  havo  in  the  world,' — «  Well,  then/ 
faid  he, « it  muil  be  worfe.  Shall  I  guefs  ? 
'  You  are  too  pretty,  my  fweet miilrefs, 
'  and  may-be,  too  virtuous.  Ah!  have 
«  I  not  hit  it  ?' — <  No,  good  Mr.  Long- 
4  man,'  faid  I,  *  don't  think  any-thing 
4  amifs  of  my  mailer;  he  is  crofs  and 

*  angry  with  me  indeed,  that's  true;  but 

*  I  may  have  given  occafion  for  it,  pof- 
'  fibly;  andbecaufe  I  am  defiroustogo 
•'  to  my  father  and  mother,  rather  than 

*  flay  here,  perhaps  he  may  think  me 
.'  Ungrateful.    But,  you  know,  Sir,'  faid 
I, '  that  a  father  and  mother's  com  fort  j  is 
'  the  dearell  thing  to  a  good  child  that  can 
'  be.' — <  Sweet  excellence!'  faid  he,  *  this 

;'  becomes  you\  but  I  know  the  world 
and  mankind  too  well;  though  I  muft 
hear  and  fee,  and  lay  nothing !  And  fo 


fy 

.  NdW  this  pleafes  one,  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  to  be  fo  beloved. *r-How 
much  better,  by  good  fame  and  integrity, 
is  it  to  get  every  one's  good  word  but 
one,  than,  by  plea/ing  tbftt  onet  to  make 
every  one  tiff  one's  enemy,  and  be  an 
execrable  creature  befides !  I  am,  &c • 


LETTER    XXIIL 

MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

WE  had  "a  great  many  neighbour- 
ing gentlemen,  and  their  ladies, 
this  day  at  dinner;  and  my  mailer  made 
a  fine  entertainment  for  them:  andlfaac* 
and  Mr.  Jonathan,  and  Benjamin,  wait- 
ed at  table  :  and  Ifaac  tells  Mr.  Jervis, 
that  the  ladies  will  by-^and-by  come  to 
fee  the  houfe,  and  have  the  curiofity  to, 
fee  me;  for  it  feems,  they  faid  to  my  ma- 
fter,  when  the  jokes  flew  about — '  Well, 

*  Mr.  B»  we  underftand,  you  have  a  fer- 

*  vant-maid,  who  is  the  greateil  beauty 

<  in  the  county;  and  we  promife  our- 

*  felves  to  fee  her  before  we  go.' 

1  The  wench  is  well  enough/  faid  he, 

<  but  jao  fuch  beauty  as  you  talk  of,  I'll 

<  allure 


PAMELA. 


affure  ye,  She  was  my  mother's  wait- 
ing-maid, who,  on  her  death-bed,  en- 
gaged me  to  be  kind  to  her.  She  is 
young,  and  every  thing  is  pretty  that  is 
young.'' 

'  Ay,  ay/_faid  one  of  the  ladies, 
that's  true;  hut  if  your  mother  had  not 
recommended  her  fo  ftrongly,  there  is 
fo  much  merit  in  beauty,  that  I  make 
no  doubt  fuch  a  fine  gentleman  would 
have  wanted  no  inducement  to  be  kind 
to  it."1 

They  all  laughed  at  my  matter :  and 
he,  it  feems,  laughed  for  company;  but 
faid— •*  I  don't  know  how  it  is,  but  I  fee 
with  different  eyes  from  other  people ; 
for  I  have  heard  much  more  talk  of  her 
prettinefs,  than  I  think  it  deferves :  me 
is  well  enough,  as  I  faid ;  but  her 
greateft  excellence  is,  that  fhe  is  humble 
and  courteous,  and  faithful,  and  makes 
all^her  fellow-fervants  love  her:  my 
houfe-keeper,  in  particular,  doats  upon 
her;  and  you  know,  ladies,  fhe  is  a 
woman  of  difcernment:  and,  as  for 
Mr.  Longman,  and  Jonathan,  here,  if 
they  thought  themielves  young  enough, 
I  am  told  they  would  fight  for  her. — Is 
it  not  true,  Jonathan  ?' — '  Troth,  Sir,' 
aid  he,  *  an't  pleafe  your  honour,  I 
never  knew  her  peer,  and  all  your  ho- 
nour's family  are  of  the  fame  mind.' — 
Do  you  hear  now  ?'  faid  my  matter.— < 
Well,'  faid  the  ladies,  {  we  will  make 
a  vifit  to  Mrs.  Jervis  by-and-by,  and 

*  hope  to  fee  this  paragon.' 

I  believe  they  are  coming;  and  will 
tell  you  the  reft  by-and-by.  I  wifh 
they  had  come,  and  were  gone.  Why 
can't  they  make  their  game  without  me  ? 

Well,  thefe  fine  ladies  have  been  here, 
and  are  gone  back  again.  I  would  have 
been  abfent,  if  I  could,  and  did  ftepinto 
the  clofet;  fo  they  faw  me  when  they 
came  in. 

There  were  four  of  them,  Lady  Ar- 
thur at  the  great  white  houfe  on  the  hill, 
Lady  Brooks,  Lady  Towers,  and  the 
other,  it  feems,  a  countefs,  of  forae  hard 
name,  I  forget  what. 

*  So,  Mrs.  Jervis/  fays  one  of  the 
ladies,  '  how  do  you  do  ?  We  are  all 
'  come  to  inquire  after  your  health.' — 
'  I  am  much  obliged  to  your  ladyfhips,' 
faid  Mrs.  Jervis  :  *  will  your  ladyfhips 
'  pleafe  to  fit  down  ?'— <  But,'  faid  the 
countefs,  '  we  are  not  only  come  to  alk 

*  after  Mrs.  Jervis's  health  neither;  but 

*  we  are  come  to  fee  a  rarity  befidcs/— • 


*  Ah,'  fays  Lady  Arthur,  '  I  have  not 

*  feen  your  Pamela  thefe  two  years,  and 
'  they  tell  me  fhe  is  grown  wondrous 
'  pretty  in  that  time.' 

Then  I  wifhed  I  had  not  been  in  the 
clofet;  for  when  I  came  out,  they  muft 
needs  know  I  heard  them ;  but  I  have 
often  found,  that  bafhful  bodies  owe 
themfelves  a  fpite,  and  frequently  con- 
found themfelves  more,  by  endeavouring 
to  avoid  confufion. 

*  Why,  yes,'  fays  Mrs.  Jervis, '  Pa- 
'  mela  is  very  pretty  indeed;  fhe's  but  in. 

*  the  clofet  there: — Pamela,  pray  ftep 

*  hither.'     I  came  out  all  covered  with 
blufhes,  and  they  fmiled  at  one  another. 

The  countefs  took  me  by  the  hand. 

*  Why,  indeed,'  fhe  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
'  report  has  not  been  too  lavifh,    I'll 

*  allure  you. — Don't  be  afhamed, child,* 
(and  flared  full  in  my  face;)  *  I  wifh  I 
4  had  iuft  fuch  a  face  to  be  afhamed  of.* 

0  how  like  a  fool  Hooked! 

Lady  Arthur  faid — *  Ay,  my  good 
'  Pamela,  I  fay  as  her  ladyfhip  fays: 

*  don't  be  fo  confufed ;  though  indeed  it 

*  becomes  you  too.    I  think  your  good 

*  lady  departed  made  a  fweet  choice  of 

*  fuch  a  pretty  attendant.     She  would 

1  have  been  mighty  proud  of  you,  as  fhe 

*  always  was  praifing  you,  had  fhe  lived 

*  till  now.' 

'  Ah,  Madam!'  faid  Lady  Brooks, 
'  do  you  think  that  fo  dutiful  a  fon  as 

*  our  neighbour,  who  always  admired 
f  what  his  mother  loved,  does  not  pride 

*  himfelf,  for  all  what  he  faid  at  table, 

*  in  fuch  a  pretty  maiden?' 

She  looked  with   fuch  a  malicious 

fneering  countenance,  I  can't  abide  her. 
Lady  Towers  faid  with  a  freer  air  (for 

it  feems  fhe  is  called  a  wit) — '  Well, 
Mrs.  Pamela,  I  can't  fay  I  like  you 
fo  well  as  thefe  ladies  do;  for  I  fhould 
never  care,  if  you  were  my  fervant,  to 
have  jo*  and  your  majler  in  the  fame 
houfe  together.'  Then  they  all  fet  up 

a  great  laugh. 

I  know  what  I  could  have  faid,  if  I 

durft.    But  they  are  ladies — and  ladies 

may  fay  any-thing. 

Says  Lady  Towers — '  Can  the  pretty 

*  image  fpeak,  Mrs.  Jervis?  I  vow  fhe 
'  has  fpeaking  eyes ! — O  you  little  rogue," 
faid  flie,  and  tapped  me  on  the  cheek, 

*  you  feem  born  to  undo,  or  to  be  un- 
'  done!' 

1  God  forbid,  an  pleafe  your  ladyfhip,' 

faid  I,  *  it  mould  be  either*— I  beg,* 

F»  faid 
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iaid  I,  *  to  withdraw;  for  the  fenfe  I 

*  have  of  my  unworthinefs  renders  me 
<  unfit  for  fuch  a  prefence.' 

I  then  went  away,  with  one  of  my  beft 
eurt'fies;  and  Lady  Towers  laid,  as  I 
went  oyt~»-'  Prettily  faid,  I  vow!'  And 
La4y  JB rooks  faid — *  See  that  mapel  I 
«  never  faw  fuch  a  face  and  mape  in  my 
<  life;  why  ftie  muft  be  better  defcended 

*  than  you  have  told  me !' 

And  fo  they  ran  on  for  half  an  hour 
more,  in  my  praifes,  as  I  was  told;  and 
glad  was  I,  when  I  got  out  of  the  hearing 
pfthem. 

But,  it  feems,  they  went  down  with 
juch  a  ftory  to  my  mafter,  and  i'o  full  of 
tne,  that  he  had  much  ado  to  Hand  it ;  but 
as  it  was  very  little  to  my  reputation,  I 
•arn  fure  I  could  take  no  pride  in  it;  and 
I  feared  it  would  make  no  better  for  me, 
gives  me  another  caufe  for  wiming 

out  of  this  houfe. 

This  is  Thurfday  morning,  and  next 
Thursday  I  hope  to  let  out;  for  I  have 
finished  my  tafk,and  my  mafter  is  horrid 
crpfs!  ,And  I  am  vexed  his  croflhefs 
affecls  me  fo.  If  ever  he  had  any  kind- 
nefs  towards  me?  I  believe  he  now  hates 
jne  heartily, 

Js  it  not  ftrange,  that  love  borders  fo 
jnuch  upon  hate  ?  but  this  wicked  love  is 
r.ot  like  the  true  virtuous  love,  to  be 
fure:  that  and  hatred  muft  be  as  far  off 
as  light  and  darknefs*  And  how  muft 
this  hate  have  been  increafed,  if  he  had 
met  w|th  a  bafe  compliance,  after  his 
wicked  will  hac|  been  gratified? 

Well',  one  may  fee  by  a  little,  what  a 
great  cieal  means.  For  if  innocence  can- 
not attract  common  civility,  what  muft 
guilt  expeft,  when  novelty  has  ceafed  to 
have  it's  charms, and  changeablenefshad 
taken  place  of  it  ?  Thus  we  read  in  holy 
writ,  that  wicked  Amnon,  when  he  had 
ruined  poor  Tamar,  hated  her  more  than 
ever  he  loved  her,  and  would  have  turn- 
$d  her  out  of  door. 

How  happy  am  I,  to  be  turned  out  of 
floor  with  that  fweet  companion. my  in- 
jjocence!  Q  may  that  be  always  my 
companion !  And  while  I  prefume  not 
•upon,  my  own  ftrength,  and  am  willing 
tp  avoid"  the  tempter,  I  hope  the  Divine 
Grac,e.  will  afiift  me. 

Forgive  me,  that  I  repeat  in  my  letter 
partof  ijjy  hourly  prayer.  I  owe  every- 
thing, next  to  God's  goodnefs,  to  your 
pi?ty  and  gopd  pxamples,  my  dear  pa- 
refjts,  m"  <*$ar  Qoor  parents !  '  J  fay  that 


my  pride,  as  your  integrity  mail  be  my 
imitation. 

As  ibon  as  I  have  dined,  I  will  put  on 
my  new  cloaths.  I  long  to  have  them 
®n.  I  know  I  fhall  furprize  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis  with  them ;  for  Ihe  fhan't  fee  me  till  I 
amfull-drefled.' — John  is  come  back,  and 
Til  foon  fend  you  fome  of  what  I  have 
written. — I  find  he  is  going  early  in  the 
morning ;  and  fo  I'll  cloie  here  that  I  am 
your  moft  dutiful  daughter. 

Don't  lofe  your  time  in  meeting  me ;  be- 
caufe  I  am  fo  uncertain.  It  is  hard 
if,  fome- how  or  other,  I  can't  get  a 
paflage  to  you .  But  may-be  my  ma- 
fter won't  re f ufe  to  let  John  bring  me. 
Jcaniide  behind  him,  I  believe,  well 
enough;  for  he  is  very  careful,  and  ve- 
ry honeft;  and  you  know  John  as  well 
as  I ;  for  he  loves  yon  both.  Belides, 
may-be,  Mrs.  Jervis  can  put  me  in 
in  fome  way. 


LETTER    XXIV. 

DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  mall  write  on,  as  long  as  I  ftay,  though 
I  mould  have  nothing  but  fillinefs  to 
write ;  for  I  know  you  divert  yourielves 
on  nights  with  what  I  write,  bccaufe  it  is 
mine.  John  tells  me  how  much  you 
long  for  my  coming;  but  he  fays,  he 
told  you  he  hoped  fomething  would  hap- 
pen to  hinder  it. 

I  am  glad  you  did  not  tell  him  the 
occafion  of  my  coming  away;  for  if  my 
fellow-fervants  fliould  guefs,  itwere  bet- 
ter fo,  than  to  have  it  from  you  or  me : 
befides,  I  really  am  concerned,  that  my 
mafter  mould  caft  away  a  thought  upon 
fuch  a  poor  creature  as  me;  for,  befides 
the  difgrace,  it  has  quite  turned  his  tem- 
per; and  I  begin  to  believe  what  Mrs. 
Jervis  told  me,  that  he  likes  me,  and  can't 
help  it;  and  yet  ftrives  to  conquer  it, 
and  fo  find?  no  way  but  to  be  crofs  to 
me. 

'  Don't  think  me  prefumptuous  and  con- 
ceited; for  it  is  more  my  concern  than 
my  pride,  to  fee  fuch  a  gentleman  fo  de- 
mean himfelf,  and  leflen  the  regard  he 
ufed  to  have  in  the  eyes  of  all  his  fervants, 
on  my  account. — But  I  am  to  tell  you 
ofmynewdrefs  to-day, 

And  fo,  when  I  had  dined,  up  ftairs  I 
went,  and  locked  rnyfelf  into  my  little 
room,  There  I  tricked  myfelf  up  as 


word  with  pleaiiire  j  for  .your  poverty  is     well  as  I  could  in  my  nev/  garb,  and  put 

on 
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on  my  round- eared  ordinary  cap;  but 
with  a  green  knot  however,  and  my 
home-fpun  gown  and  petticoat,  and  plain 
leather- fhoesj  but  yet  they  are  what  they 
call  Spanish  leather;  and  my  ordinary 
hofe,  ordinary  I  mean  to  what  I  have 
been  lately  ufed  to;  though  I  fhall  think 
good  yarn  may  do  very  well  for  every 
day,  when  I  come  home.  A  plain  muf- 
lin  tucker  I  put  on,  and  my  black  fdk 
necklace,  inftead  of  the  French  necklace 
my  lady  gave  me;  and  put  the  ear-rings 
out  of  my  ears;  and  when  I  was  quite 
'quipped,  I  took  my  ftraw  hat  in  my 
hand,  with  it's  two  blue  things,  and 
looked  about  me  in  the  glafs,  as  proud  as 
any  thing. — To  fay  truth,  I  never  liked 
rnyfelf  fo  well  in  my  life. 

0  the  pleaiure  of  defcending  with  eafe, 
innocence,    and    resignation  !  —  Indeed 
there  is  nothing  like  it!     An  humble 
mind,  I  plainly  i'ee,  cannot  meet  with  any 
very  mocking  difappointment,  let  For- 
tune's wheel  turn  round  as  it  will. 

So  I  went  down  to  look  for  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis,  to  fee  howfhe  liked  me. 

1  met,  as  I  was  upon  the  flairs,  our 
Rachel,  who  is  the  houfe-maid;  and  me 
made  me  a  low  curt'fy,  and  I  found  did 
not  know  me.     So  I  trailed,  and  went  to 
the  houfekeeper's  parlour:  and  there  fat 
good  Mrs.  Jervis  at  work,  making  a 
fnift:  and  would  you  believe  it?  Jbe  did 
not  know  me  at  firft;  but  rofe  up,  and 
pulled  oft" her  fpeclacles  ;  and  faid — c  Do 
'  you  want  me,  forfooth?'     I  could  not 
help   laughing,    and    faid — {  Hey-day! 
'  Mrs.  Jervis;  what!  don't  you  know 
'  me  ?'      She  ftood  all  in  amaze,  and 
looked  at  me  from  top  to  toe :  *  Why, 
*  you  fur  prize  me,'  laid  (he;  'what!  Pa- 
'  mela!    thus    metamorphofed !      Hpw 
'  came  this  about  ?' 

As  it  happened,  in  ftepped  my  matter; 
and  my  back  being  to  him,  he  thought  it 
was  a  ftranger  fpeaking  to  Mrs.  Jervis, 
and  withdrew  again :  and  did  not  hear  her 
afk  if  his  honour  had  any  commands  for 
her.  She  turned  me  about  and  about, 
and  I  mewed  her  all  my  drefs,  to  my  un- 
der-petticoat ;  and  me  faid,  fitting  down 
— '  Why,  I  am  all  in  amaze;  I  mult  lit 
'  down  !  What  can  all  this  mean  ?'  I 
told  her  I  had  no  cloaths  Suitable  to  my 
condition  when  I  re  turned  to  my  father' sj 
and  fo  it  was  better  to  begin  here,  as  I 
was  foon  to  go  away,  that  all  my  fel- 
low-fervants  might  fee  I  knew  how  to 
liiit  myfclf  to  the  ftate  I\vas  returning  to. 

'  Well,'  faid  me,  '  I  never  knew  the 
1  likeofthee.  But  this  fud  preparation 


'  for  going  away  (for  now  I  fee  you  are  \ 

*  quite  in  earneft)  is  what  I  know  not 

*  how  to  get  over.     O  my  dear  Parae- 

*  la, how  can  I  part  with  your 

My  mafter  rung  in  the  back-parlour, 
and  fo  I  withdrew,  and  Mrs.  Jervis  went 
to  attend  him .  It  feems  he  faid  to  her— ' 

*  I  was  coming  in  to  let  you  know  that 
f  I  (hall  go  to  Lincolnfhire,  and  pofiibly 
c  to  my  lifter  Davers's,  and  be  a  blent 

*  fome  weeks.     But,  pray,  what  pretty 

*  neat  damfel  was  with  you?'     She  fays 
fhe  froiled,  and  afked  if  his  honour  did" 
not  know  who  it  was.     *  No,'  faid  he  j 

*  I  never  faw  her  before.     Farmer  Ni- 

*  chols,  or  Farmer  Biady,  have  neither 

*  of  them  fuch  a  tight  prim  lal's  for  a 

*  daughter,  have  they? — Though  I  did 
(  not  fee  her  face,  neither,1  faid  he.     *  If 
'  your  honour  won't  be  a  .••  'ry,'  faid  me, 
'  I  will  introduce  her  into  vour  prefencej 
'  for,  I  think,'  fays  fhe,  *  me  outdoes 

*  our  Pamela.' 

Now  I  did  not  thank  her  for  this,  ns  I 
told  her  afterwards,  (for  it  brought  a  great; 
deal  of  trouble  upon  me,  as  well  as  croff- 
nefs,  as  you  mall  hear.)  *  That  can't 
«  be,'  he  was  pleafed  to  fay.  '  But  if 
'  you  can  find  an  excufe  for  it,  let  her 

*  come  in.' 

At  that  fhe  ftepped  to  me,  and  told 
me  I  muft  go  in  with  her  to  my  mafter  j 
But,1  laid  fhe,  <  for  gooduefs  fake  let 
him  find  yovi  out;  for  he  don't  kncv? 
you.' — «  O  fie,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  1$ 
how  could  you  ferve  me  fo  ?'  Befides, 
it  looks  too  free,  both  in  me,  and  to 
him.'1 — '  I  tell  you,'  faid  fhe,  *  you 
fiallcome  in;  and  pray  don't  re veaT 
yourfeif  till  he  finds  you  out.' 
So  I  went  in,  foolifh  as  I  was;  though 
I  muft  have  been  feen  by  him  another 
time,  if  I  had  not  then.  And  fhewoulct 
make  me  take  my  ftraw -hat  in  my  hand,' 
•  I  dropped  a  low  curtefy,  but  faid  ne- 
ver a  word.  I  dare  fay  he  knew  me  as 
foon  as  he  faw  my  face;  but  was  as  cun- 
ning as  Lucifer.  He  came  up  to  me, 
and  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  faid— - 

*  W  hofe  pretty  maiden  are  you?    I  dare 
'  fay  you  are  Pamela's  fifter,  you  are  fo 

*  likelier.     So  neat,  fo  clean,  fo  pretty  ! 

*  Why,  child,  you  far  furpafs  your  m% 
'  ter  Pamela!' 

I  was  all  confufion,  and  would  have 
fpoken;  but  he  took  me  about  the  neck, 

*  Why,'  faid  he,  '  you  are  very  pretty, 
'  child  :  I  would  not  be  fo  free  with  your 
'  ffiw*  you  may  believe;  but  I  muft  kifa 

*  y°tt*'t 

«  0  Sir,'  faid  I,  « I  am  Pamela,  In- 
«  dvtcl 


PAMELA. 


*  de£d  I  am:  Indeed  I  am  Pamela,  her 


He  kifled  me  for  all  I  could  do;  and 
fiM  —  {  Impoflible  !  you  are  a  lovelier 
'  girl  by  half  than  Pamela  ;  and  fure  I 

*  maybe  innocently  free  withjow,  though 
.'  I  would  not  do  her  Ib  much  favour.' 

Xhiswas  a  fad  trick  upon  me  indeed, 
and  what  I  could  not  expecl:  ;  and  Mrs. 
Jems  looked  like  a  fool  as.  much  as  I, 
for  her  officioufnefs.  —  At  laft  I  got 
away,  an4  ran  out  of  die  parlour,  moft 
ladly  vexed,  as  you  may  well  think. 

He  talked  a  good  deal  to  Mrs.  Jervis, 
:  taft  ordered  me  to  come  in  to  him. 

*  Come  in,"  faid  he,  '  you  little  villain  P 
fbrio  he  called  me.     Good  Sirs,  what  a 
name  was  there  I     '  Who  is  it  you  put 

*  your  tricks  upon  ?     I  was  refolved  ne- 
'-  ver  to  honour  your  unworthinefs,'  laid 
he,  'with  fo  much  notice  again;  and  ib 
'  you  mnft  difguife  yourfelf,  to  attract 
'  me,  and  yet  pretend,  like  an  hypocrite 
'  as  you  are  —  ' 

I  was  out  of  patience,  then:  'Hold, 

*  good  Sir  P  faid  I  ;  *  don't  impute  dif- 

*  guile  and  hypocrify  to  me,  above  all 

*  things;  for  I  hate  them  both,  mean  as 
'  I  am.     I  have  put  on  no  difguiie.'— 

*  What  a  plague/  faid  he,  for  that  was 
bis  word,  *  do  you  mean  then  by  this 

*  drsfs  ?'  —  l  Why,  and  pleafe  your  ho- 

*  nour,'  faid  I,  «  I  mean  one  of  the  ho- 

*  neftefl:  things  in  the  world.     I  have 

*  been  in  difguife  indeed  ever  fince  my 
c  good  lady  your  mother  took  me  from 

*  my  poor  parents.     I  came  to  her  lady- 
'  fhipfb  poor  and  mean,  that  thefe  cloaths 
'  I  have  on  are  a  princely  fuit  to  thofe  I 

*  had  then:  and  her  goodnefs  heaped 

*  upon  me  rich  cloaths,  and  other  boun- 
*•  ties  :  and  as  I  am  now  returning  to  my 

*  poor  parents  again  fo  foon,  I  cannot 
'  wear  thofe  good  things  without  being 
'  wnooted  at;  and  fo  have  bought  what 

*  vy'ill  be  more  fuitabie  to  my  degree, 
'  and  be  a  gcod  holiday-  fuit  too,  when  I 

*  get  home.' 

KG  then  took  me  in  his  arms,  and  pre- 
fcatly  puibed  me  from  him.  'Mrs.  Jer- 
1  laid"  lie,  *  take  the  little  witch 

'  from  me  ;  I  can  neither  bear,  nor  for- 

*  bear  her!1  (Strange  words  thefe!)  — 
'  But  flay;  you  fhan't  go!  —  Yet  be  gone  ! 

*  -—No,  come  back  again/ 

I  thought  he  was  mad  for  my  mare; 
for  he  knew  not  what  he  would  have.  I 
Vas  going,  however  ;  but  he  ftepped  af- 
ter me,  and  took  hold  of  my  arm,  vmd 
brought  me  in  again  ;  I  am  fure  lie  naade 


my  arm  black  and  blue;  for  the  marks 
are  upon  it  Mill.  <  Sir,  Sir,1  faid  I, « pray 
«  have  mercy;  I  will,  I  will  come  in !' 

He  fat  down,  and  looke,d  at  me;  and, 
as  I  thought  afterwards,  as  fillily  as  fVich 
a  poor  girl  as  I.  At  laft,  'he  faid— 

*  Well,  Mrs.  Jervis,  as  I  was  telling 

*  you,  you  may  permit  her  to  ftay  a  lit- 
'  tie  longer,  till  I  fee  if  my  lifter  Da- 
'  vers  will  have  her  ;  if,  mean  time,  me 
'  humble  herfelf,  and  aik  this  as  a  fa- 
'  vour,  and  is  forry  for  her  peitnefs,and 
'  the  liberty  me  has  taken  with  my  cha- 
'  racier  out  of  the  houfe,and  inthenoufel* 
— *  Your  honour  indeed  told  me  fo,'  faid 
Mrs.  Jervis;  *  but  I  never  found  her 

*  inclinable  to  think  herfelf  in  a  fault.'— 

*  Pride  and  perverfenefs,'  faid  he, '  with 

*  a  vengeance!  Yet  this  is  your  doating- 
'  piece! — Well,  for  once,  I'll  fubmit 

*  my  felt"  to  tell  you,  huffey,'  faid  he  to 
me,  *  you  may  ftay  a  fortnight  longer, 
'  till  I  fee  my  lifter  Davers:  do  you  hear 
'  what  I  fay  to  you,  ftatue!    Can  you 
'  neither    fpeak    nor   be  thankful?'— 
'  Your  honour  frights  me  fo,'  faid  I, 
'  that  I  can  hardly  fpeak:  but  I  will 

*  venture  to  fay,  that  I  have  only  to  beg, 
'  as  a  favour,  that  I  may  go  to  my  fa- 
'  ther  and  mother.'—'  Why,  fool,'  faid 
he,  *  won't  you  like  to  go  to  wait  on  my 
'  fitter  Davers  ?'—  *  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  I  was 
'  once  fond  of  that  honour ;  but  you  were 
(  pleafed  to  fay,  I  might  be  in  danger 
1  from  her  ladyfhip'  s  nephew,  or  he  from 

*  me.'—4  D — d  impertinence!1  faid  he; 
'  —do  you  hear,  Mrs.  Jervis,  do  you 
'  hear  how  me  retorts  upon  me  ?     Was 

*  ever  fuch  matchlefs  afliirance!' — 

I  then  fell  a  weeping;  for  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis faid — *  Fie,  Pamela,  fie ! '  And  I 
faid — l  My  lot  is  very  hard,  indeed!  I 

*  am  fure  I  would  hurt  nobody;  and  I 

*  have  been,  itfeems,  guilty  of  indifcre- 
f  tions,  which  have  coft  me  my  place, 

*  and  my  mailer's  favour,  and  fo  have 
'  been  turned  away,  and  when  the  time 

*  is  come,  that  I  mould  return  to  my  poor 
'  parents,  I  am  not  fuffered  to  go  qui- 
'  etly. — Good  your  honour,  what  have 

*  I  done,  that  I  fhould  be  tiled  worfe  than 
'  if  I  had  robbed  you.' — '  Robbed  me!* 
faid  he;  '  why  fo  you  have,  huffy;  you 
{  haiie  robbed  me.'— £  W^ho!    I  SirP 
faid  I;  *  have  I  robbed  you?    Why  then 
'  you  are  a  juflice  of  peace,  and  may  fend 

*  me  to  gaol,  if  you  pleafe,  and  bring  me 
1  to  a  tri al  for  my  life!     If  you  can  prove 

*  that  I  have  robbed  you,  I  am  fure  I 

*  ouehttotlie.'' 

Now 


PAMELA. 


Now  I  was  quite  ignorant  of  his  mean- 
ing; though  I  did  not  like  it,  when 
it  was  afterwards  explained,  neither; 
«  And,  well,'  thought  I,  '  what  will 
«  this  come  to  at  laft,  if  poor  Pamela  is 

<  efteemedathiefr     Then  I  thought  in 
;m  inftant,  how  I  mould  fliew  my  face 
to  my  honeft  poor  parents,  if  I  was  but 
fufpeaed. 

<  But,  Sir,'  faid  I,  £  let  me  afk  you 
1  but  one  queftion,  and  pray  don't  let  me 
«  be  called  names  for  it;  for  I  don't  mean 
«  difrefpeafully:  why,  if  I  have  done 
'«  amifs,  am  I  not  left  to  be  difcharged 
«  by  your  houfekeeper,  as  the  other  maids 
«  have  been  ?  And  if  Jane,  or  Rachel, 

*  or  Hannah,  were  to  offend,  would  your 
«  honour  ftoop  to  take  notice  of  them? 

<  And  why  mould  you  fo  demean  your- 
«  felf  to  take  notice  of  me  ?     Pray,  Sir, 

*  if  I  have  not  been  worfe  than  others, 
'  why  mould  I  fuffer  more  than  others  ? 
«  and  why  mould  I  not  be  turned  away, 
4  and  there's  an  end  of  it?     For  indeed 
'  I  am  not  of  confequence  enough  for 
'  my  mafter  to  concern  himfelf,  and  be 

*  angry  about  fuch  a  creature  as  me.' 

«  Do'.you  hear,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  cried  he 
•again,  e  how  pertly  I  am  interrogated  by 

*  this  fancy   Hut? — Why,  fauce-box,' 
fays  he,  '  did  not  my  good  mother  defire 

*  me  to  take  care  of  you  ?     And  have 
•'  you  not  been  always  diftinguiiheu  by 

•  *  me  above  a  common  fervant  ?     And 

*  does  your  ingratitude  upbraid  me  for 

*  this?' 

I  faid  fomething  mutteringly,  and  he 
vowed  he  would  hear  it.  1  begged  ex- 
cufe;  but  he  infifted  upon  it.  '  Why, 

*  then/  faid  I,  '  if  your  honour  muft 
«  know,  I  laid,  that  my  good  lady  did 
4  not  deiire  your  care  to  extend  to  the 
'  fummer-bou.fey  and  her  drejjing-room^ 

Well,  this  was  a  little  faucy,  you'll 
fay— And  he  flew  into  fuch  a  paffion, 
that  I  was  forced  to  run  for  it;  and  Mrs. 
Jervis  faid,  it  was  happy  I  got  out  of  the 
way. 

Why  what  makes  him  provoke  one  fo, 
then  ?— I'm  almoft  lorry  for  it;  but  I 
would  be  glad  to  get  away  at  any  rate. 
For  I  begin  to  be  more  fearful  now. 

Juft  now  Mr.  Jonathan  lent  me  thefe 
^nes (Blefs  me !  what  fliall  I  do?) 

*  DEAR  MRS.   PAMELA, 

-«  rp  A  KE  care  of  yourfelf ;  for  Rachel 

•    '  heard  my  mafter  fay  to  Mrs. 

*  Jervis,  who,  me  believes,  was  pleading 

*•  fbryouW  Say  n9  more,  Mjrs,  Jervis  j 


"  'for  by  G —  I  will  have  her,"    Bura 
«  this  inftantly.' 


O  pray  for  your  poor  daughter.    I 
lied  to  go  to-bed  by  Mrs.  Jervis,1 


lam 

called  to  go  to-bed  by  Mrs.  Jervis,'  for 
it  is  pad  eleven;  and  I  am  fure  me  ihail 
hear  of  it;  for  all  this  is  owing  to  her, 
though  fhe  did  not  mean  any  harm.  Biit 
I  have  been,  and  am,  in  a  ftrange  flufter  \ 
and  I  fuppofe,  too,  me' 11  fay  I  have  beeft 
full  pert. 

O  my  dear  father  and  mother,  power 
and  riches  never  want  advocates!  But, 
poor  gentlewoman,  me  cannot  live  with- 
out him:  and  he  has  been  very  good  t» 
her. 

So  good- night.  May- be  I  mail  fend 
this  in  the  morning;  but  may-be  not;  fo- 
vvon't  conclude:  thoxigh  I  can't  fay  t<io 
toften,  that  I  am  (though  with  great  ap- 
prehtnfion)  jour  mojl  dutiful  daughter  * 


LETTER    XXV. 

MY  DEAR  PARENTS, 

OLet  me  take  up  ray  complaint,  and 
•fay — *  Never  was  poof  creature  fb 
'  unhappy,  and  fo  barbaroufly  uied  as 
*  poor  Pamela1/  Indeed,  my  dear  fa- 
ther and  mother,  my  heart's  juft  broke ! 
I  can  neither  write  as  I  fhould  do,  nor  let; 
it  alone;  for  to  whom  but  you  can  I  vent 
my  griefs,  and  keep  my  poor  heart  from 
burlting!  Wicked,  wicked  man'.— I 
have  no  patience  when  I  think  of  him!— -• 
But  yet,  don't  be  frighted— for-— I  hope 
—I  hope,  I  am  honeft! — But  if  my  head 
and  my  hand  will  let  me,  you  mall  hear 
all.— Is  there  no  conftable  nor  headbo- 
rough,  though,  to  take  me  out  of  his 
houfc?  for  I  am  fure  I  can  fafely  fwear 
the  peace  againft  him :  but,  alas!  he  is 
greater  than  any  conftable :  he  is  a  juftice 
himfelf;  fuch  a  juftice  deliver  me  from1, 
—But  God  Almighty,  I  hope,  in  time 
will  right  me  I For  he  knows  the  in- 
nocence of  my  hearti 

John  went  your  way  in  the  morning} 
but  I  have  been  too  much  diftracled  to 
fend  by  him;  and  have  feen  nobody  but 
Mrs.  Jervis,  or  Rachel,  and  one  I  hate  la 
fee  or  be  feen  by:  and  indeed  I  hate  nfiw 
to  fee  any  body.  Strange  things  I  have 
to  tell  you,  that  happened  fmce  laft  night, 
that  good  Mr.  Jonathan's  letter,  and  my 
mafter's  harfhnefs,  put  me  into  fuch  a 
flufter;  but  I  will  not  keep  you  in  fu- 
fpence. 

I  we»UP  Mi's.  Jervis'e  chamber ;  ancf» 
O  dreadful'. 


O  dreadful  t  my  wicked  mailer  .had  hid 

'Bititfelf,  bafe  gentleman  as  he  is!  in  her 

clofet,  where  fhe  has  a  few  books,  and 

cheft  of  drawers,  and  fuch  like.     1  little 

'fufpefted  it;  though  I  ufed,  till  this  fad 

night,  always  to  look  into  that  clofet, 

and  another  in  the  room,  and  under  the 

'  jbed,  ever  fince  the  fummcT-houfe  trick, 

•  but  never  found  any-thing ;  and  fo  I  did 

not  do  it  then,  being  fully  refojved  to  be 

angry  with  Mrs.  Jervis  for  what  had 

fiappened  in  the  day,  and  fo  thought  of 

mothing  elfe. 

I  fat  myfelf  down  on  one  fide  of  the 
"bed,  and  me  on  the  other,  and  we  began 
to  undrefs  ourfelves ;  but  ihe  on  that  Tide 
next  the  wicked  cloiet,  that  held  the  worft 
fieart  in  the  world.  *  So,'  faid  Mrs. 
Jervis,  *  you  won't  fpeak  to  me,  Pamela ! 
I  find  you  are  angry  with  me.' — *  Why, 
Mrs.  Jervis,1  faid  I,  '  Ib  I  am,  a  little; 
'tis  a  folly  to  deny  it.  You  fee  what  I 
have  iuffered  by  your  forcing  me  in  to 
my  mafter :  and  a  gentlewoman  of  your 
years  and  experience  mtift  needs  know, 
that  it  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pretend  to 
be  any  body  elfe  for  my  own  fake,  nor 
with  regard  to  my  matter.' 

*  But,1  faid  me,   *  who  would  have 

*  thought  it  would  have  turned  out  fo  ?' 
»— . <  Aye,'   faid  I,  little  thinking  who 
heard  me,  *  Lucifer  always  is  ready  to 
f  promote  his  own  work  and  workmen. 

*  You  fee  preiently,  what  ufe  he  made  of 
'  it,  pretending  not  to  know  me,  on  pur- 

*  pofe  to  be  free  with  me.  And  when  he 

*  tookuponR!mfelftoknowme,toquar- 

*  rel  with  me,  and  ufe  me  hardly  :  and 

*  you  too,'  faid  I,  '  to  cry — "  Fie,  fie, 
~ft  Pamela  I"   cut  me  to  the  heart :   for 
•*  that  ei>couraged  him.' 

*  Do  you  think,  my  dear,'  faid  fhe, 
•*  that  I  would  encourage  him  ? — I  never 
'  faid  fp  to  you  before;  but  fmce  you 

*  have  forced  it  from  me,  I  mutt  tell  you, 

*  that  ever  fmce  you  confulted  me,  I  have 

*  ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  divert 

*  him  from  his  wicked  purpofes ;  and 

*  he  has  promifed  fair ;  but,  to  fay  all  in 

*  a  word,  he  doats  upon  you ;  and  I  be- 
/  gin  to  fee  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  help 
'  it.' 

I  luckily  faid  nothing  of  the  note  from 
Mr.  Jonathan  5  for  I  began  to  fufpecl:  all 
the  world  aim  oft :  but  I  iaid,  to  try  Mrs. 
Jervis — '  Well,  then,  what  would  you 

*  have  me  do?    You  fee  he  is  fbr>hav- 

*  ing  me  wait  t»n  Lady  Davers  now.' 

'  Why,  I'll  tell  you  freely,  my  dear 
*  Pamela,1  faid  fhe,  «  and  J  truft  to  yo\;r 


difcre.tion  to  conceal  what  I  fay :  my 
mafter  has  been  often  defiring  me  to 
put  you  upon  afldng  him  to  let  yod 
ftay — ' 

1  Yes,'  faid  I,  '«  Mrs.  Jervis,  let  me 
interrupt  you :  I  will  tell  you  why  I 
could  not  think  of  that :  it  was  not  the 
pride  of  my  heart ;  but  the  pride  of  my 
bonefly :  for  what  rrmft  have  been  the 
cafe  ?  Here  my  mafter  has  been  very 
rude  to  me,  or.ce  and  twice;  and  you 
fay  he  cannot  help  it,  though  he  pre- 
tends to  be  forry  for  it :  well,  he  has 
given  me  warning  to  leave  my  place, 
and  ufes  me  very  harmly ;  perhaps,  to 
frighten  me  to  his  purpofes,  as  hefup- 
pofes  I  would  be  fond  of  ftaying,  (as 
indeed  I  mould,  if  I  could  be  fafe;  for 
I  love  you  and  all  the  lioufe,  and  va- 
lue him,  if  he  would  aft  as  my  mafter.) 
Well,  then,  as  I  know  his  defigns,  and 
that  he  owns  he  cannot  help  it ;  muflr 
I  have  atlced  to  flay,  knowing  he  would 
attempt  me  again  ?  For  all  you  could 
alfure  me  of,  was,  he  would  do  nothing 
by  force ;  fo  I,  a  poor  weak  girl,  was 
to  be  left  to  my  own  ftrength !  And 
was  net  this  to  allow  him  to  tempt 
me,  as  one  may  fay  ?  and  to  encourage 
him  to  go  on  in  his  wicked  devices  ?-— 
How,  then,  Mrs.  Jervis,  could  I  aflc 
or  wim  to  ftay  ?' 

*  You  fay  well,  my  dear  child,'  fays 
ne ;  *  and  you  have  a  juftnefs  of  thought 
above  your  years;  and  for  all  thefe 
confiderations,  and  for  what  I  have 
heard  this  day,  after  you  ran  away> 
(and  I  am  glad  you  went  as  you  did) 
I  cannot  perfuade  you  to  ftay ;  and  I 
mail  be  glad,  which  is  what  I  never 
thought  I  could  have  faid,  that  you 
were  well  at  your  father's ;  for  if  Lady 
Davers  will  entertain  you,  fiie  may  as 
well  have  you  from  thence  as  here.'-— 
There's  my  good  Mrs.  Jervis !'  faid  I ; 
God  will  blefs  you  for  your  good  coun- 
fel  to  a  poor  maiden,  that  is  hard  be- 
fet.  But  pray  what  did  he  fay,  when  I 
was  gone?1  — '  Why,'  fays  me?  '  he 
was  very  angry  with  you.' — '  But  he 
would  hear  it  I1  faid  I :  '  I  think  it 
was  a  little  bold;  but  then  he  pro- 
voked me  to  it.  And  had  not  my  ho- 
nefty  been  in  the  cafe,  I  would  not  by 
any  means  have  been  fo  faucy.  Be- 
fides,  Mrs.  Jervis,  confider  it  was  the 
truth ;  if  he  does  not  love  to  hear  of 
the  fummer  -  honfe,  and  the  drejjing- 
room*  why  mould  he  not  be  afharned 
to  continue  in  the  fame  mind  ?'— *  Buf ,' 

laid 
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faid  flie,  '  when  you  have  muttered  this 

*  to  yourfelf,  you  might  have  told  him 
<  any-thing  elfe.'— •<  Well,'  faid  I,  '  I 

*  cannot  tell  a  wilful  lye,  and  fo  there's 
'  an  end  of  it.  But  I  find  you  now  give 
'  him  up,  and  think  there's  danger  in 

*  Haying. — Lord  blefs  me !  I  wifti  I  was 

*  well  out  of  the  houfe ;  fo  it  was  at  the 

*  bottom  of  a  wet  ditch,  on  the  vvildeft 

*  common  in  England/ 

*  Why,'  laid  flie,  '  it  fignifies  nothing 
'  to  tell  you  all  he  faid  ;  b  ut  it  was  enough 

*  to  make  me  fear  you  would  not  be  fo 

*  fafe  as  I  could  wifli ;  and,  upon  my 
'  word,  Pamela,  I  don't  wonder  he  loves 
'  you ;  for,  without  flattery,  you  are  a 
'  charming  girl !  and  I  never  law  you 
4  look  more  lovely  in  my  life  than  in 

*  that  fame  new  drefs  of  yours.    And 

*  then  it  was  fuch  a  furprize  upon  us 
«  all ! — I  believe  truly,  you  owe  feme  of 

*  your  danger  to  the  lovely  appearance 
(  you  made.' — '  Then,'  faid  I,  '  1  wifli 
'  the  cloaths  in  the  fire :  I  expecled  no 

*  effect  from  them  j  but  if  any,  a  quite 
'  contrary  one. 

*  Hufli ! '  faid  I,  '  Mrs.  Jervis,  did  you 
'  not  hear  fomething  ftir  in  the  clofet  ?' — 
4  No,  filly  girl,'  faid  flie  ;  *  your  fears 
c  are  always  awake.'  — '  But,  indeed,' 
faid  I,  *  I  think  I  heard  fomething  rultle.' 
— {  May-be/  fays  (he,  *  the  cat  may  be 
'  got  there:  but  I  hear  nothing.' 

.     I  was  hufh  ;  but  flie  faid — '  Pr'ythee, 

*  my  good  girl,  make  hafte  to-bed.   See 
1  if  the  door  be  faft.'    So  I  did,  and  was 
thinking  to  look  into  the  clofet ;    but, 
hearing  no  more  noife,  thought  it  need- 
lefs,  and  fo  went  again  and  fat  myfelf 
down  on  the  bed-fide,  and  went  on  un- 
drefiing  myfelf.     And  Mrs.  Jervis,  be- 
ing by  this  time  undreffed,  ftepped  into 
bed,   and  bid  me  haften,    for  me  was 
lleepy. 

I  don't  know  what  was  the  matter, 
but  my  heart  fadly  mifgave  me  :  indeed, 
Mr.  Jonathan's  note  was  enough  to  make 
it  do  fo,  with  what  Mrs.  Jervis  had  faid. 
I  nulled  off  my  ftayg.,  and  my  ftockings, 
and  all  my  cloaths  to  an  under-petticoat ; 
and  then  hearing  a  ruftling  again  in  the 
clofet,  I  faid — '  Heaven  protecl  us !  But 
'  before  I  fay  my  prayers,  I  muft  look 

*  into  this  clofet.'     And  fo  was  going 
to  it  ilip-fhod,  when,  O  dread  fill*!  out 
ruflied  my  mafter,  in  a  rich  filk  and  filver 
morning-gown. 

I  fc reamed,  and  ran  to  the  bed,  and 
Mrs.  Jervis  fcreamed  too ;  and  he  faid— 

*  I'll  do  you  no  harm,  if  you  forbear 


*  this  noife ;   but  otherwife  take  what 
1  follows.' 

Inftantly  he  came  to  the  bed,  (for  I 
had  crept  into  it,  to  Mrs.  Jervis,  with 
my  coat  on,  and  my  fhoes)  and  taking 
me  in  his  arms,  laid — '  Mrs.  Jervis,  rife, 

*  and  juft  ftep  up-  ftairs,  to  keep  the  maids 

*  from  coming  down  at  this  noife:  I'll 
'  do  no  harm  to  this  rebel.' 

*  O  for  Heaven's  fake  !  for  pity's  fake! 

*  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  'if  I  am  not be- 
'  trayed,  don't  leave  me ;  and,  I  befeech 
'  you,  raife  all  the  houfe.' — *  No,'  faid 
Mrs.  Jervis,  '  I  will  not  ftir,  my  dear  - 

*  lamb  ;  I  will  not  leave  you. — I  wonder 
4  at  you,  Sir,'  faid  me;  and  kindly  threw 
herfelf  upon  my  coat,  clafping  me  round 
the  waift :  *  You  mall  not  hurt  this  in- 

*  nocent,'  faid  (he ;  *  for  I  will  lofe  my 

*  life  in  her  defence.     Are  there  not,' 
faid  me,  c  enough  wicked  ones  in  the 

*  world,  for  your  bafe  purpofe,  but  you 

*  muft  attempt  fuch  a  lamb  as  this  F 
He  was  defperate  angry,  and  threat* 

ened  to  throw  her  out  of  the  window; 
and  to  turn  her  out  of  the  houfe  the  next 
morning.  '  You  need  not,  Sir,'  faid  (he; 
for  I  will  not  ftay  in  it.     God  defend 
my  poor  Pamela  till  to-morrow,  and 
we  will  both  go  together.'     Says  he- 
Let  me  but  expoftulate  a  word  or  two 
with  you,  Pamela.' — *  Pray,  Pamela/ 
aid  Mrs.  Jervis,  '  don't  hear  a  word, 
except  he  leaves  the  bed,  and  goes  to 
the  other  end  of  the  room.'-—'  Aye, 
out  of  the  room,'  faid  I  ;  *  expoftulate 
to-morrow,  if  you  muft  expoftulate  P 
I  found  his  hand  in  my  bofom,  and 
when  my  fright  let  me  know  it,  I  was 
ready  to  die ;  and  I  fighed  and  fcreamed, 
and  fainted  away.     And  ftill  he  had  his 
arms  about  my  neck ;   and  Mrs.  Jervis 
was  about  my  feet,  and  upon  my  coat. 
And  all  in  a  cold  dewy  fweat  was  I, 
'  Pamela!   Pamela!'   faid  Mrs.  Jervis, 
as  flie  tells  me  fmce,  '  O — hP  and  gave 
another  fhriek,  <  my  poor  Pamela  is  dead 
'  for  certain!' — And  fo,  to  be  fure,  I 
was  for  a  time  ;  for  I  knew  nothing  more 
of  the  matter,  one  fit  following  another, 
till  about  three  hours  after,  as  it  proved 
to  be,  I  found  myfelf  in  bed,  and  Mrs. 
Jervis  fitting  up  on  one  fide,  with  her 
wrapper  about  her,  and  Rachel  on  the 
other;    and  no  mafter,  for  the  wicked 
wretch  was  gone.     But  I  was  fo  over- 
joyed, that  I  hardly  could  believe  my- 
felf ;   and  I  faid,  which  were  my  firft 
words — 'Mrs.  Jervis — Mrs.Rachel,trau 
'  I  \xfure  it  is  you  ?  Tell  me!  can  I  ?— - 
G  «  Where 
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'  Where  have  I  been?'  — '  Huih,  my 

*  dear,'   faid  Mrs.  Jervis ;  *  you  have 
'  been  in  fit  after  fit.     I-  never  faw  any- 

*  body  f'o  frightful  in  my  life!' 

By  this  I  judged  Rachel  knew  nothing 
of  the  matter ;  and  it  feems  my  wicked 
mafter  had,  upon  Mrs.  Jervis's  fecond 
TK>ife  on  my  fainting-  away,  flipped  out; 
and,  as  if  he'  had  come  from  his  own 
chamber,  difturbed  by  the  fcreaming, 
went  up  to  the  maids  room,  (who,  hear- 
ing the  noife,  lay  trembling,  and  afraid 
to  ftir)  and  bid  them  go  down  and  fee 
what  was  the  matter  with  Mrs.  Jervis 
and  me.  And  he  charged  Mrs.  Jervis, 
anu  promifed  to  forgive  her  for  what  me 
Had  faid  and  done,  "if  (he  would  conceal 
the  matter.  So  the  maids  came  down  ; 
and  all  went  up  again,  when  I  came  to 
my  felt"  a  little,  except  Rachel,  who  flaid 
to  lit  up  with  me,  and  bear  Mrs.  Jervis 
company.  I  believe  they  all  guefs  the 
matter  to  be  bad  enough }  though  they 
dare  not  fay  any-thing. 

When  I  think  of  my  danger,  and  the 
freedoms  he  actually  took,  though  I  be- 
Jaeve  Mrs.  Jervis  faved  me  from  worfe, 
and  me  fays  (he  did,  (though  what  can  I 
think,  who  was  in  a  fit,  and  knew  no- 
thing of  the  matter  ?)  I  am  almoft  dif- 
tracled. 

At  firft  I  was  afraid  of  Mrs.  Jervis  ; 
but  I  am  fully  fatisfied  fhe  is  very  good, 
and  I  mould  have  been  loft  but  for  her} 
and  fhe  takes  on  grievoufly  about  it. 
What  would  have  become  of  me,  had 
(he  gone  out  of  the  room,  to  flill  the 
maids,  as  he  bid  her?  He'd  certainly 
have  fhut  her  out;  and  then,  mercy  on 
me !  what  would  have  become  of  your 
poor  Pamela  ? 

I  muft  leave  off  a  little ;  for  my  eyes 
and  my  head  are  fadly  bad. — This  was 
a  dreadful  trial !  This  was  the  word  of 
all !  Oh !  that  I  was  out  of  the  power  of 
this  dreadfully  wicked  man!  Pray  for 
ywr  diftre/ed  daughter. 
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MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Did  not  rife  till  ten  o'clock,  and  I 
had  all  the  'concerns  and  wifhes  of  the 
family,  and  multitudes  of  enquiries  about 
me.  My  wicked  mailer  went  out  early 
to  hunt ;  but  left  word  he  would  be  ill 
to  bnwkfaft.  And  fo  he  was,  ''•  • 


.  He  came  up  to  eur  chamber  about 
eleven,  and  had  nothing  to  do  to  be  forrv; 
for  he  was  our  majier,  and  fo  put  on  fharp 
anger  at  firth 

I  had  great  emotions  at  his  entering 
the  room,  and  threw  my  apron  over  my 
head,  and  fell  a  crying,  as  if  my  heart 
would  break. 

'  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  he,  «  fmce  I  know 
'  you,  and  you  me  fo  well,  I  don't  know 
'  how  we  mall  live  together  for  the  fu- 
<  ture.' — «  Sir,'  faid  me,  «  I  will  take 
'  the  liberty  to  fay,  what  I  think  is  belt 

*  for  both.     I  have  fo  much  grief,  that 
'  you  mould  attempt  to  do  any  injury  to 
'  tnis  poor  girl,  and  efpecialiy  in  my 

*  chamber,  that  I  fliovld  think  myfelf 
'  acceflary  to  the  mifchief,  if  I  was  not 
'  to  take  notice  of  it.    Though  my  ruin 
'  therefore  may  depend  upon  it,  1  defire 

*  not  to  ilay ;  but  pray  let  poor  Pamela 
'  and  me  go  together. ' — *  With  all  my 

*  heart,'  faid  he ;    '  and  the  fooner  the 
'better.'     She  fell  a  crying.    *  I  find/ 
fays  he,  f  this  girl  has  made  a  party  of 
'  the  whole  houfe  in  her  favour  againft 
'  me.'- — '  Her  innocence  deferves  it  of 
'  vis  all,'  faid  fhe  very  kindly :   '  and  I 
'  never  could  have  thought  that  the  fon 
'  of  my  dear  good  lady  departed  could 
',  have  fo  forfeited  his  honour,  as  to  en- 
f  deavour  to  deflroy  a  virtue  he  ought  to 

*  protect.' — '  No  more  of  this,  Mrs. 
'  Jervis!'  faid  he;  *  I  will  not  bear  it. 
'  As  for  Pamela,  fhe  has  a  lucky  knack 
'  of  falling  into  fits,  when  me  pleafes. 

*  But  the  curfed  yellings  of  you  both 

*  made  me  not  myfelf.     I  intended  no 
'  harm  to  her,  as  I  told  you  both,  if 
'  you'd  have  left  your  fquallings  :  and 
'  I  did  no  harm  neither,  but  to  myfelf; 
'  for  I  raifed  a  hornet's  neil  about  my 
'  ears,  that,  as  far  as  I  know,  may  have 
'  flung  to  death  my  reputation.' — '  Sir,* 
faid  Mrs.  Jervis,  *  then  I  beg  Mr.  Long- 
'  man  may  take  my  accounts,  and  I 

*  will  go  away  as  foon  as  I  can.  As  for 
'  Pamela,  fhe  is  at  her  liberty,  I  hope, 
'  to  go  away  next  Thurfday,  as  fhe  in- 
4  tends?' 

I  fat  ftill;  for  I  could  not  fpeak  nor 
look  up,  and  his  prefence  difcompofed 
me  extremely ;  but  I  was  Cony  to  heaf 
myfelf  the  unhappy  occafion  of  Mrs. 
Jervis's  lofmg  her  place,  and  hope  that 
may  be  ftill  made  up. 

«  Well,'  faid  he,  «  let  Mr.  Longman 
make  up  your  accounts,  as  foon  as  you 
and  Mrs.  Jewkes  (who  is  his 
houfekcepii1 
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Ijoufekeeper  in  Lincolnshire)  '  fliall  come 
'  hither  in  your  place,  and  won't  be  lefs 
'  obliging,  I  dare  fay,  than  jou  have 

*  been/     She  faid — '  I  have  never  dif- 

*  obliged  you  till  nowj  and  let  me  tell 

*  you,  Sir,  if  you  knew  what  belonged 

*  to  your  own  reputation  or  honour — ' 

<  No  more,  no  more,'  faid  be,  'ofthefe 
'  antiquated  topicks.     I   have  been  no 

*  bad  friend  to  you ;  and  I  mail  always 

<  eiteem  you,  though  you  have  not  be?.n 
«  fo  faithful  to  my  fecrets,  as  I  could 

*  have  wifhed,  and  have  laid  me  open  to 
'  this  girl,  which  has  made  her  more 

*  afraid  of  me  than  me  had  occafion/ — 

*  Well,  Sir,'  faid  me,  <  after  what  paffed 
«  yefterday,  and  laft  night,   I  think  I 
f  went  rather  too  far  in  favour  of  your 

*  injunctions    than    otherwife;    and    I 

*  mould  have  deferved  every  body's  cen- 

*  fure,  as  the  baieft  of  creatures,  had  I 
€  been  capable  of  contributing  to  your 

<  lawlefs  attempts/  — f  Still,  Mrs.  Jer- 

*  vis,  ilill  reflecting  upon  me,  and  all  for 
4  imaginary  faults !  for  what  harm  have 
'  I  done  the  girl  ? — I  won't  bear  it,  I'll 
'  aflure  you.     But  yet,  in  refpeil  to  my 
4  mother,  I  am  willing  to  part  friendly 
'  with  you  :  though  you  ought  both  of 

*  you  to  reriecl  on  the  freedom  of  your 
'  converfation,  in  relation  to  me;  which 

*  I  mould  have  relented  more  than  I  do, 

*  but  that  I  am  confcious  I  had  no  bu- 

*  fmefs  to  demean  myielf  fo  as  to  be  in 
'  your  clofet,  where  I  might  have  ex- 
'  peeled  to  hear  a  multitude  of  imperti- 

*  nence  between  you/ 

<  Well,  Sir/  faid  (he,  c  you  have  no 

*  objection,  I  hope,  to  Pamela's  going 

*  away  on  Thurfday  next  ?' — *  You  are 

*  mighty   folicitous/   irJd  he,    *  about 

*  Pamela  :  but,  no,  not  I ;  let  her  go  as 
c  foon  as  file  will :  me  is  a  naughty  girl, 
'  and  has  brought  all  this  upon  hcrfelf ; 

*  and  upon  me  more  trouble  than  me 
«  can  have  had  from  me :    but  I   have 

*  overcome  it  r.il,  and  will  never  concern 

*  myfelf  about  her. 

*  I  have  a  propolM  made  me/  added 
he,  '  fmce  I  have  been  out  this  morning1, 

*  that  I  mail  go  near  to  embrace  ;  and 
f  fo  wiih  only,  th;tt  a  difcreet  ufe  imy 
'  be  made  of  what  is  part;  and  there's 

*  an  end  of  every-thing  wi;h  me,  as  to 
k  Pamela,  I'll  aflure  you/ 

I  clafped  my  hands  together  through 
my  apron,  overjoyed  at  this,  ti. 
was  foon  to  go  away :   for,  naughty  as 
Ke  has  been  to  me,  I'wiih  his  profperity 


with  all  my  heart,  for  my  good  old  lady's 
fake, 

*  Well,  Pamela/  faid  he,  *  you  need 
'  not  now  be  afraid  to  fpeak  to  me ;  tell 

*  me  what  yeu  lifted  up  your  hands  at  ?* 
I  laid  not  a  word.     Says  he — '  If  you 
'•  like  what  I  have  faid,  give  me  your 

*  hand  upon  it/     I  held  my  hand  up 
through  my  apron  ;  for  I  could  not  fpeak 
to  him  ;   and  he  took  hold  of  it,  ajid 
prefied  it,  though  lefs  hard  than  he  did 
my  arm  the  day  before.     '  What  does 

*  the  little  foci  cover  her  face  for?'  faid 
he  :  '  pull  your  apron  away  ;  and  let  me 

fee  how  you  look,  after  your  freedom 
of  fpeech  of  me  laft  night.  No  wonder 
you're  afhamed  to  fee  me.  You  know 
yen  were  very  free  with  my  charac- 
ter/ 

I  could  not  ftand  this  barbarous  in- 
fult,  as  I  took  it  to  be,  confidering  his 
behaviour  to  me;  ynd  I  then  fpoke  and 
faid  —  *  O  the  difference  between  the 
'  minds  of  thy  creatures,  good  God  1 
'  How  mall  feme  be  cat*  down  in  their 
'  innocence,  while  others  can  triumph 

*  in  their  guilt!' 

And  fo  faying,  I  went  up-ftairs  to  my 
chamber,  and  wrote  all  this;  for  though 
he  vexed  me  at  his  taunting,  yet  I  was 
pleafed  to  hear  he  was  likely  to  be  mar- 
ried, and  that  his  wicked  intentions  wore 
fo  happily  overcome  as  to  me ;  and  thia 
made  me  a  little  caller.  And  I  hope  T 
have  pafled  the  worftj  or  elfe  it  is  very 
hard.  And  yet  I  {han't  think  myfelf  at 
eafe  quite,  till  I  am  with  you :  for,  me- 
thinks,  after  all,  his  repentance  and 
amendment  are  mighty  fuddenly  refolved 
upon .  But  the  Divine  Grace  is  not  con- 
fin  ul  to  fpace ;  and  remorfe  may,  and  I 
hope  has,  fmitten  him  to  the  heart  at 
once,  for  his  injuries  to  poor  rne !  Yet  I 
won't  be  too-fecure  iieiLher. 

Having  opportunity,  I  fend  now  what 
I  know  will  grieve  you  to  the  heart.  But 
I  hope  I  fhall  bring  my  next  fcvibu!e  my- 
felf ;  and  fo  conclude,  though  hall" hroken 
hearted,  ysur  s^cr- dutiful  daughter. 


LETTER     XXVII. 


DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Am  glad  I  defired  yor.  not  to  meet 
me,  and  John  fays  you  won't;   for  he 
told  you,  he  is  fure  I  fho  Id  ect  a  paf- 
fage  well  enough,  either  behind  lume  one 
G  a  «f 
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of  tny  fellow- fervants  on  horfeback,  or 
by  Farmer  Nichols's  means:  but  as  to  the 
chariot  he  talked  to  you  of,  I  can't  ex- 
pect that  favour,  to  be  fure;  and  I  mould 
not  care  for  it,  becaufe  it  would  look  fo 
much  above  me.  But  Farmer  Brady, 
they  iay,  has  a  chaii'e  with  one  horfe,  and 
•we  hope  to  borrow  that,  or  hire  it  rather 
than  fail;  though  money  runs  a  little 
lov»ifh,  after  what  I  have  laid  out;  but  I 
don't  care  to  fay  fo  here;  though  I  war- 
rant I  might  have  what  I  would  of  Mrs. 
Jervis,  or  Mr.  Jonathan,  or  Mr.  Long- 
man; but  then  how  (hall  I  pay  it  ?  you'll 
fay:  and  befides,  I  don't  love  to  be  be- 
holden. 

But  the  chief  reafon  I'm  glad  you 
don't  fet  out  to  meet  me,-is  the  uncer- 
tainty; for  it  feemS  I  muft  (lay  another 
week  (till,  and  hope  certainly  to  goThurf- 
day  after.  For  poor  Mrs.  Jervis  will  go 
at  the  fame  time,  fhe  fays,  and  can't  be 
reacly  before. 

Oh!  that  I  was  once  well  with  you  !— 
Though  he  is  very  civil  too  at  prefent, 
and  not  fo  crofs  as  he  was;  and  yet  he  is 
as  vexatious  another  way,  as  you  fhall 
hear.  For  yefterday  he  had  a  rich  fuit 
of  cloaths  brought  home,  which  they  call 
a  birth-day  fuit;  for  he  intends  to  go  to 
London  againit  next  birih-day,  to  fee  the 
court,  and  our  folks  will  have  it  he  is  to 
be  made  a  lord. — I  wifh  they  may  make 
him  an  honeft  man,  as  he  was  always 
thought;  but  I  have  not  found  it  fo,  alas 
.for  me ! 

And  fo,  as  I  was  faying,  he  had  thefe 
cloaths  come  home,  and  he  tried  them  on. 
And  before  he  pulled  them  off,  he  fent  for 
me,  when  nobody  tlie  was  in  the  parlour 
with  him:  '  Pamela,'  laid  he,  '  you  are 

*  fo  neat  and  fo  nice  in  your  own  drefs,' 
(Alack  a-day,  I  did' n't  know  I  was!) 
'  that   you  muft  be  a  judge  of  ours". 

*  How  are  thefe  cloaths  marie?  Do  they 
'  fit  me?' — *  I  am  no  judge,'   faid  I, 
'"and  pkafe  your  honour;  but  I  think 

*  they  look  very  fine.' 

-His  waiftcoat  flood  on  end  with  filver 
lace,  and  he  looked  very  grand.  But 
what  he  did  la£,  has  made  me  very  fe- 
rious,  and  I  could  make  him  no  compli- 
ments. Said  he — *  Why  don't  you  wear 
'  your  uilial  cloaths  ?  Though  I  think 
'  every  thing  looks  well  upon  you,' 
(for  I  ftill  continu?  in  my  new  drefs.) 
I  laid——'  I  have  no  cloaths,  Sir,  I  ought 

*  to  call  my  own,  but  thefe :  and  it  is  no 
'  matter  what  .f^ch  an  one  as  I  wears.' 
Said  he— *  Why  you  look,  very  icric/us, 


'  Pamela.  I  fee  yoiTcan  bear  malice.1-— 
«  Yes,  folcan,  Sir,1  faid  I,  «  according 
'  to  the  occafion!'— «  Why,1  faid  he, 

*  your  eyes  always  look  red,  I  think. 
'  Are  you  not  a  fool  to  take  my  laft  free- 

*  dom  fo  much  to  heart  ?  I  am  lure  you, 

*  and  that  fool  Mrs.  Jervis,  frightened 

*  me  by  your  hideous  iqualling,  as  much 

*  as  I  could  frighten  you.' — '  That  is  all 
'  we  had  for  It,'  faid  I;  «  and  if  you 

*  could  be  fo  afraid  of  your  own  fervants 
'.  knowing  of  your  attempts  upon  a  poor 
'  unworthy  creature,  that  is  under  your 

*  protection  while  I  ftay,  furely  your  ho- 
'  nour  ought  to  be  more  afraid  of  God 
'  Almighty,  in  whole  prelence  we  all 
'  Hand,  in  every  aclion  of  our  lives,  and 
'  to  whom  the  greateft,  as  well  as  the 
'  leaft,  muft  be  accountable,  let  them 
'  think  what  they  lift.' 

He  took  my  hand,  in  a  kind  of  good- 
humoured  mockery,  and  faid — «  Well 
'  urged,  my  pretty  preacher !  When  my 

*  Lincolnfhire  chaplain  dies,  I'll  put  thce 
'  on  a  gown  and  caffock,  and  thou'lt 

*  make  a  good  figure  in  his  place/ — '  I 

*  wifh,'  faid  I,  a  little  vexed  at  this  jeer, 
'  your   honour's  confcience   would   be 
'  your  preacher,  and  then  you  won  Id  need 
'  no  other  chaplain.' — «  Well,  well,  Pa- 
'  mela,'  faid  he,  *  no  more  of  this  un- 
'  fashionable   jargon.     I  did  not  fend 
'  for  you  fo  much  for  your  opinion  of 
'  my  new  fuit,  as  to  tell  you,  you  arc 
'  welcome  to  ftay,  fmce  Mrs.  Jervis  de- 
'  fires  it,  till  Hie  goes.'—-*  I  welcome  !' 
faid  I;  '  I  am  fure  I  fhall  rejoice  when  I 
4  am  out  of  the  houfe  !' 

*  Well,1  faid  he,  *  you  are  a»  ungrate - 
4  ful  baggage;  but  I  am  thinking  it 
'  would  be  pity,  with  thefe  fair  foft 

*  hands,  and  that  lovely  fkin,1   (as  he 
called  it,  and  took  hold  of  my  hand,)  *  that 
'  you  flionld  return  again  to  hard  work,as 

*  you  muft,  if  you  go  to  your  father's; 
'  and  fo  I  would  ad  vile  her  to  take  a 

*  houfe  in  London,  and  let  lodgings  to 

*  us  members  of  parliament,  when  we 
'  come  to  town;  and  fuch  a  pretty  daugh- 

*  ter  as  you  may  pafs  for,  will  always- 

*  fill  her  houfe,  and  fhe'll  get  a  great  deal 
4  of  money.' 

I  was  fadly  vexed  at  this  barbarous 
joke;  but  being  ready  to  cry  before,  the 
tears  gufhed  out,  and  (endeavouring  to 
get  my  hand  from  him,  but  in  vain)  I 
laid — ( I  can  expect  no  better:  your  be  - 
1  haviour,  Sir,  to  me,  has  been  ju ft  of  a: 

*  piece  with  thefe  words:    r.ay,  I  will 

*  I'ay't,  though  you  were  to  be  ever  Ib 

«  angry.1 — 
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.'1 — 1 1  angry,  Pamela!  No,  no,' 
faidhe, {  I  have  overcome  all  that}  and 

*  as  you  are  to  go  away,  I  look  upon  you 

*  now  as  Mrs.  Jervis's  gueft  while  you 

*  both  ftay,  and  not  as  my  fervant;  and 

*  fo  you  may  fay  what  you  will.     But, 
«  I'll  tell  you,  Pamela,  why  you  need 
f  not  take  this  matter  in  f'uch  high  dif- 
'  dain! — You  have  a  pretty  romantick 
4  turn  for  virtue,  and  ail  that. — And  I 
'  don't  fuppofe  but  you'  11  hold  it  (till ;  and 
e  nobody  will  be  able  to  prevail  upon 
«  you.     But,  my  child/  (fieeringly  he 
fpoke  it,)  *  do  but  confider  what  a  fine 
'  opportunity  you  will  then  liave,  for  a 

*  tale  every  day,  to  good  Mother  Jervis, 
<  and  what  fubje&s  for  letter-writing- to 

*  your  father  and   mother,    and   what 

*  pretty  preachments  you  may  hold  iorth 

*  to  the  young  gentlemen.     Ad's  my 

*  heart!  I  think  it  would  be  the  bed  thing 

*  you  and  flie  could  do.' 

*  You  do  well,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  to  even 

*  your  wit  to  fuch  a  poor  maiden  as  me: 

*  but,  permit  me  to  fay,  that  if  you  was 
'  not  rich  and  great,  and  I  poor  and 
'  little,  you  would  not  infult  me  thus.— 

*  Let  me  afk  you,  Sir,  if  you  think  this 

*  becomes  your  fine  cloaths,  and  a  rna- 

*  tier's  tlation  ?' — *  Why  fo  ferious,  my 

*  p'jettyPamela?'  faidhe: '  why  fo  grave?' 
And  would  kifs  me  ;  bv.t  my  heart  was 
full,  and  I  faid — *  Let  me  alone 5  I  will 

•  '   t  -A]  y  ou ,  if  you  was  a  king,  and  infuited 

*  me  as  you  have  done,  that  you  have 

*  forgotten  to  a6l  like  a  gentleman:  and 
'  I  won't  ftay  to  be  ufed  thus:  I  will  go 

*  to  the  next  farmer's,  and  there  wait  for 
11  Mrs.  Jervis,  if  me  mud  go :  and  I'd 
'  have  you  know,  Sir,  that  I  can  ttoop  to 

*  the  ordinarieft  work  of  your  fcullions, 
'*  for  all  thefe  natty  foft  hands,  iboner 

'  than  bear  fuch  ungentiemaniy  imputa- 
'  ticns/ 

'  I  lent  for  you,'  faid  he,  *  in  high 

*  good  humour ;  but  'tis  impofiible  to 

*  hold  it  with  fuch  an  impertinent:  how- 

*  ever,  Til  keep  my  temper.     Butwhib 
'  I  fee  you  here,  pray  don't  putonthofe 

'  *  difnv.il   grave  looks  :    why,  girl,  yoijk 

*  mould  forbear  them,  if  it  were  but  for 
f  your  pride- fake ;  for  the  family  will 

*  think  you   are  grieving  to  leave  the 

*  bo-jib.'— •'  Then,  Sir,M'aid  T,  «  I  will 
c  try  to  convince  them  of  the  contrary, 

*  as  well  as  your  honour;  for  I  will  en- 

*  devour  to  be  more  chearful  while  I 

*  ftay,  for  that  very  reafon.' 

Well,'  replied  he, '  I  will  fet  this  down 
'  by  itfclf,  as  the  firit  time-that  eve*-  what 


I  had  advifed  had  any  weight  with 

you.' — '  And  I  will  add,'  faid  I,  «  as 

the  firft  advice  you  have  given  me  of 

late,  that  was  fit  to  be  followed.'——*  I 

wifti,1  faidhe,'  (I'm  almoft  afliamed to 

write  it,  impudent  gentleman  as  he  is  1 

I  wifli,)  £  I  had  thee  as  quick  another 

f  way,  as  thou  art  in  thy  repartees.'— - 

And  he  laughed,  and  I  matched  my  hand 

from  him,  and  I  tripped  away  as  faft  as  I 

could.     «  Ah!'  thought  I,  *  married? 

1  I'm  lure  'tis  time  you  were  married,  or 

c  at  this  rate  no  honeft  maiden  ought  to 

*  live  with  you.' 

Why,  deai'  father  and  mother,  to  be 
fure  he  grows  qxiite  a  rake!  How  ealy  it 
is  to  go  from  bad  to  worfe,  when  oncq 
people  give  way  to  vice! 

How  would  my  poor  lady,  had  me 
lived,  have  grieved  to  fee  it!  But  may- 
be he  would  have-  been  better  then  t-— - 
Though  it  ieems  he  told  Mrs.  Jervis,  he 
had  an  eye  upon  me  in  his  mother's  life- 
time} and  he  intended  to  let  me  know  as 
much,  by  the  bye,  he  told  her  !  Here's 
mameleflnefs  for  you!  Sure  the  world 
muft  be  near  at  an  end!  for  all  the 
gentlemen  here  are  as  bad  as  he  al- 
moft,  as  far  as  I  can  hear ! — And  fee  the 
fruits  of  fuch  bad  examples!  There  is 
Squire  Martin  in  the  Grove,  has  had 
three  lyings-in,  it  feems,  in  his  houle,  in 
three  mouths  paft;  one  by  himfelf  j  and 
one  by  his  coachman;  and  one  by  his 
woodman  ;  and  yet  he  has  turned  none 
of  them  away.  Indeed,  how  can  he, 
when  they  but  follow  his  own  vile  exam-  _ 
pie?  There  is  he,  and  two  or  three  more 
fuch  as  he,  within  ten  miles  of  us;  who 
keep  company,  and  hunt  with  our  fine 
matter,  truly;  and  I  fuppofe  he's  never 
the  better  for  their  examples.  But, 
Heaven  blefs  me,  fay  I,  and  fend  me  out 
of  this  wicked  houfe  ! 

But,  dear  father  and  mother,  what 
fort  of  creatures  nvuft  the  womenkind  be, 
do  you  think,  to  give  way  to  fuch 
wickednefs  ?  Why,  this  it  is  that  nnkes 
every  one  to  be  thought  of  alike  :  and, 
a-lack-a-day!  what  a  world  we  live  in! 
for  it  is  grown  more  a  wonder  that  the 
men  are  rejlfted,  than  that  the  women 
comply.  This,  I  fuppofe,  makes  me  fuch 
a  Sauce-box,  and  Bold-face,  and  a 
Creature,  and  all  becaufe  I  won't  be 
a  Saucebox  and  Bold-face  indeed. 

But  I  am  forry  for  thefe  things ;  ore 
don't  know  what  aits  and  ftratageirs 
men  may  devife  to  gain  their  vile  ends  ; 
a  ad  fo  I  will  think  as  well  as  I  can  tf 

thefe 
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thefe  poor  undone  creatures,  and  pity 
them.  For  you  fee  by  my  fad  ftory,  and 
narrow  efcapes,  what  hardfhips  poor 
maidens  go  through  whofe  lot  it  is  to  go 
out  to  fervice,  efpecially  to  houfes  wher  e 
there  is  not  the  fear  of  God,  and  good 
rule  kept  by  the  heads  of  the  family. 

You  fee  I  am  quite  grown  grave  and 
ferious;  indeed  it  becomes  the  prefent 
condition  of  jour  dutiful  daughter. 


LETTER    XXVIII. 

DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

JOHN  fays  you  wept  when  you  read 
my  laft  letter,  that  he  carried.  I  am 
forry  you  let  him  fee  that  j  for  they  all 
miftruft  already  how  matters  are;  and  as 
It  is  no  credit  that  I  have  been  attempted, 
though  it  is  that  I  have  re/ifted,  yet  I  am 
forry  they  have  caufe  to  think  fo  evil  of 
my  mafter  from  any  of  us. 

Mrs.  Jervis  has  made  up  her  accounts 
with  Mr.  Longman,  and  will  ftay  in  her 
place.  I  am  glad  of  it  for  her  own  fake, 
and  for  my  matter's ;  for  me  has  a  good 
mafter  of  him  ;  fo  indeed  all  have,  but 
poor  me! — and  h«  has  a  good  houfe- 
keeper  in  her. 

Mr.  Longman,  it  feems,  took  upon 
him  td  talk  to  my  mafter,  how  faithful 
and  careful  of  his  interefts  me  was,  and 
howexacl:  in  her  accounts;  and  he  told 
him,  there  was  no  comparifon  between 
feer  accounts  and  Mrs.  Jewkes's,  at  the 
Lincolnfhire  eftate. 

He  {aid  fo  many  fine  things,  it  feems, 
of  Mrs.  Jervis,  that  my  mafter  fent  for 
Tier  in  Mr.  Longman's  prefence,  and  laid 
Pamela  might  come  along  with  her;  I 
iuppofe  to  mortify  me,  that  I  muft  go, 
while  me  was  to  ftay:  but  as,  when  I  go 
away,  I  am  not  to  go  with  her,  nor  was 
ihe  to  go  with  me;  fo  I  did  not  matter  it 
much;  only  it  would  have  been  credita- 
ble to  fuch  a  poor  girl,  that  the  houfe- 
keeper  would  bear  me  company,  if  I 
went. 

Said  he  to  her—'  Well,  Mrs.  Jervis, 
Longman  fays  you  have  made  up  your 
accounts  with  him,  with  your  ufual 
fidelity  and  exa&nefs.  I  had  a  good 
mind  to  make  you  an  offer  of  conti- 
nuing with  me,  if  you  can  be  a  little 
forry  for  your  hafty  words,  which  in- 
deed were  not  fo  refpe&ful  as  I  have  de- 
ferved  at  your  hands.'  She  feemed  at 
fad  lofs  what  to  fay,  becaufe  ^fr, 


Longman  was  there,  and  fhe  could  nof- 
fpeak  of  the  occaiion  of  thofe  words,' 
which  was  me. 

1  Indeed,'  faid  Mr.  Longman, « I  muft 
needs  fay  before  your  face,  that  fmce  I 
have  known  my  mafter's  family,  I  have 
never  found  fuch  good  management  in 
it,  nor  fo  much  love  and  harmony  nei- 
ther. I  wifti  the  Lincolnfhire  eftate 
was  as  well  ferved  ('— *  No  more  of 
that,'  faid  my  mafter;  *  but  Mrs.  Jervis 
may  ftay,  if  fhe  will :  and  here,  Mrs. 
Jervis,  pray  accept  of  this,  which  at  the 
clofe  of  every  year's  accounts  I  will 
prefent  you  with,  befides  your  falary, 
as  long  as  I  find  your  care  fo  ufeful  and 

*  agreeable.'   And  he  gave  her  five  gui- 
neas.—  She  made   him  a   low  curt'fy, 
and  thanking  him,  looked  to  me,  as  if 
me  would  have  fpoken  to  me. 

He  took  her  meaning,  I  believe;  for 
he  faid—*  Indeed,  I  love  to  encourage 
'  merit  and  obligingnefs, Longman;  but 
'  I  can  never  be  equally  kind  to  thofe 
(  who  don't  deferve  it  at  my  hands,  as  to 
'  thofe  who  do;'  and  then  he  looked  full 
at  me.  *  Longman,'  continued  he,  *  I 

*  faid  that  girl  might  come  in  with  Mrs. 
'  Jervis,  becaufe  they  love  to  be  always 

*  together.     For  Mrs.  Jervis  is   very 
'  good  to  her,  and  loves  her  as  well  as  if 

*  me  was  her  daughter.     But  elfe — * 
Mr.  Longman,  interrupting  him,  faid— 

*  Good  to  Mrs.  Pamela  !     Ay,  Sir,  and 
'  fo  fhe  is,  to  be  fure!    Butevery-body 
'  muft  be  good  to  her;  for — .' 

He  was  going  on:  but  my  mafter 
faid — '  No  more,  no  more,  Mr.  Long- 
'  man.  I  fee  old  men  are  taken  with 

*  pretty  young  girls,  as  well  as  other 
'  folks ;   and  -  fair  looks  hide  many  a 
'  fault,  where  a  perfon  has  the  art  to  be- 
'  have  obligingly.' — '  Why,  and  pleafe 

*  your    honour,'    faid  Mr.  Longman, 

*  every-body— ''  and  was  going  on,  I 
believe,  to  fay  fomething  more  in  my 
praife ;  but  he  interrupted  him,  and  faid— 

*  Not  a  word  more  of  this  Pamela.  I  can't 
'  let  her  ftay,  I'll  aflure  you ;  not  only 
1  for  her  own  freedom  of  fpeech,  but  her 
'  letter-writing  of  all  the  fecrets  of  my 

*  family/ — (  Ay,'  faid   the   good  old 
man;  *'  I'm  forry  for  that  too! — But, 
4  Sir — .'  'No  more,  I  fay,'  faid  my  ma- 
fter;'  for  my  reputation's  fo  well  known,' 
(.'  mighty  fine!'  thought  I,)  '  that  I  care 
'  not  what  any-body  writes  or  fays  of 
'  me:  but%to  tell  you  the  truth  (not  that 

*  it  need  go  any  further,)  I  think  of 
«  changing  my  condition,  foon;  and  you 
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know  young  ladies  of  birth  and  for- 
tune will  chufe  their  own  iervarits,  and 
that's  my  chief  realbn  why  Pamela 
can't  ftay.     As  for  the  reft,'  faid  he, 
the  girl  is  a  good  fort  of  body,  take  her 
all  together;  though  I  muft  needs  fay, 
a  little  pert,  fmce  my  mother's  death, 
in  her  anfwers,  and  gives  me  two  words 
for  one;  which  I  can't  bear;  nor  is 
there  realbn  I  mould,  you  know,  Long- 
man.'— '  No,  to  be  lure,  Sir,'  faid  he; 
but  'tis  ftrange  methinks,  me  fliould  be 
fo  mild  and  meek  to  every  one  of  us 
in  the  houfe,  and  forget  herfelf  fo  where 
fhe  mould  (hew  moil  refpeftP — '  Very 
true,  Mr.  Longman,'  faid  he ;  '  but  fo 
it  is,  I'll  affure  you  ;  and  it  was  from 
her  pertnefs,that  Mrs.  Jervis  and  I  had 
the  words :  and  I  mould  mind  it  the  lefs, 
but  that  the  girl  (there  flie  ftands,  I  fay 
it  to  her  face)  has  wit  and  fenfe  above 
her  years,  and  knows  better.' 
I  was  in  great  pain  to  fay  fomething, 
but  yet  I  knew  not  what,  before  Mr. 
Longman;   and  Mrs.  Jervis  looked  at 
me,  and  walked  to  the  window  to  hide 
her  concern  for  me.    At  laft,  I  faid — *  It 
'  is  for  you,  Sir,  to  fay  what  you  pleafe; 
'  and  for  me  only  to  fay,  God  blefs  your 
'  honour P 

'  Poor  Mr.  Longman  faultered  in  his 
fpeech,  and  was  ready  to  cry.  Said  my 
iufulting  mafter  to  me — «  Why,pr'ythee, 
'  Pamela,  now,  fliew  thyfelf  as  thou 
«  art,  before  Longman.  Can'ft  not  give 

*  him  a  fpecimen  of  that  pertnefs  which 
•<  thou    haft  exerciied  upon  me  fome- 

*  times?' 

Did  he  not,  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther, deierve  all  the  truth  to  be  told  ?  Yet 
J  overcame  myfeif  fo  far,  as  to  fay— 

*  Well,  your  honour  may  play  upon  a 

*  poor  girl,  that  you  know  can  anfwer 
'  you,  but  dare  not.' 

'  Why,  pr'ythee  now,  infinuator,'  faid 
he,  *  fay  the  worft  you  can  before  Long- 
'  man  and  Mrs.  Jervis.  I  challenge  the 

*  utmoft  of  thy  impertinence ;  and  as  you 

*  are  going  away,  and  have  the  love  of 

*  every-body,  I  wonld  be  a  little  juftified 
•f  to  my  family,   that  you  have  no  rea- 

*  fon  to  complain  of  hardships  from  me, 

*  as  I  have  of  pert  faucy  anfwers  from 

*  you,    betides  expofmg   me   by   your 

*  letters.' 

f  Surely,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  am  of  no 
f  contequence  equal  to  this,  in  your  ho- 

*  nour's  family,  that  fuch  a  great  gentle- 

*  man  as  you,    fhould   need  to  juftify 

*  yourfelf  about  me.     I  am  glad  Mrs. 

*  Jervis  iiays  with  your  honour  j  and  I 
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'  know  I  have  not  defer  wed  to  flay;  and, 

*  more  than  that,  I  don't  defire  to  flay." 

*  Ads-bobbers  P  laid  Mr.  Longman, 
and  ran  to  me ;  *  don't  fay  fo,  don't  fay 
'  fo,  dear  Mrs.  Pamela  !  We  all  love 
'  you  clearly  j  and  pray  down  of  your 
'  knees,  anclafk  his  honour  pardon,  and 
4  we  will  all  become  pleaders  in  a  body, 
£  and  I,  and  Mrs.  Jervis  too,  at  the  head 

*  of  it,  to  beg  his  honour's  pardon,  and 
'  to  continue  you,  at  leaft  till  his  honour 

*  marries.' — '  No,  Mr.  Longman,'  faid 
I,   '  I  cannot  afk;  nor  will  I  ftay,  if  I 
'  might.     All  I  defire,  is,  to  return  to 
'  my   poor    father   and    mother;     and 

*  though  I  love  you  all,  I  won't  ftay.'— - 
c  O  wcll-a-day,  well-a-day!'    faid  the 
good  old  man,  *  I  did  not  expect  this!— 
1  When  I  had  got  matters  thus  far,  and 

*  had  made  all  up  for  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  was 

*  in  hopes  to  have  got  a  double  holiday 
'  of  joy  for  all  the  family,  in  your  par- 

*  don  too.1 — *  Well,'   faid  my  mafter, 
'  this  is  a  little  fpecimen  of  what  I  told 

*  you,  Longman.  You  fee  there's  a  fpirit 

*  you  did  not  expe6L' 

Mrs.   Jervis  told  me  after,  that  fhe 
could  ftay  no  longer,  to  hear  me  fo  hardly 
uleclj  and  rmsft  have  fpoken,   had  me 
ftaid,  what  would  never  have  been  for- 
given her;  fo  (he  went  out.     I  looked 
after  her  to  go  too;  but  my  mafter  faid— « 
Come,  Pamela,  give  another  fpecimcn, 
I  defire  you,  to  Longman  :  I  am  lure 
you  muft,  if  you  will  but  f peak S— 
Well,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  fmce  it  feems  your 
greatnefs  wants  to  be  juftified  by  my 
lownefs,  and  I  have  no  defire  you  mould 
iufrer  in  the  fight  of  your  family,  I  will 
fay,  on  my  bended  knees,'  (and  fo  I 
cneeled  down,)  '  that  I  have  been  a  very 
faulty,  and  a  very  ungrateful  creature 
to  the  beji  of  mailers:  I  have  been  very 
perverfe  and  fancy;  and  have  deferved 
nothing  at  your  hands,  but  to  be  turned 
out  of  your  family  with  fhame  and  dif- 
grace.     I,  therefore,  have  nothing  to 
fay   for    myfeif,   but   that  I  am   not 
worthy  to  ftay,  and  fo  cannot  wiih  to 
May,  and  will  not  ftay  :  and  fo  God 
Almighty  blefs  you — and    you   Mr. 
Longman — and  good  Mrs.  Jervis— 
and  every  living  foul  of  the  family  !  and 
I  will  pray  for  you  as  long  as  I  live  P — • 
And  fo  I  rofe  '  p,  and  was  forced  to  lean 
upon    my   matters   elbow -chair,    or   I 
mould  have  funk  down. 

The  poor  old  man  wept  more  than  I, 
and  faid — '  Ads-bobbers,  was  ever  the 
'  like  heard!  'Tis  too  much,  too  much; 

*  J  cant't  bear  it,    As  I  hope  to  live  I 

*  am 
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*  am  quite  melted. — Dear  Sir,  forgive 
c  her:  the  poor  thing  prays  for  you;  {he 

*  prays  for  us  a.U  1  foe  owns  her  fault  ; 

*  yet  <u;o;/V  be   forgiven!    I  pro  ft  is  I 

*  know  not  what  to  make  of  it.1 

My  mafter  himfelf,  hardened  wretch 
as  he  was,  feemed  a  little  moved,  and  took 
his  handkerchief  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
walked  to  the  window:  '  What  fort  of 
'.  a  day  is  it?'  laid  he.  And  then  getting 
a  little  more  hard-hear tednefs,  he  faid — 

*  Well,  you  may  be  gone    from  my 

*  prefence,  thou  ftrange  medley  of  in- 

*  eonfiftence!  but  you  (han't  fray  after 
'  your  time  in  the  houfe.1 

*  Nay,  pray,  Sir,  pray,  Sir,1  faid  the 
good  old  man,  *  relent  a  little.  Ad6- 
'  heartlikins!  you  young  gentlemen  are 

*  made  of  iron  and  fteel,  I  think :  I'm 

*  fure,'  faid  he,  *  niy  heart's  turned  into 
'  butter,  and  is  running  away  at  my 
'  eyes.     I  never  felt  the  like  before.' — 
Said  my  mafter,  with  an  imperious  tone 
— *  Get  out  of  my  prefence,  huffy;  I 

*  can't  bear  you  in  my~  fight.' — *  Sir,' 
laid  I,  '  I'm  going  as  iaft  as  I  can.' 

But  indeed,  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther, my  head  was  fo  giddy,  and  my 
limbs  trembled  fo,  that  I  was  forced  to 
go  holding  by  the  wainfcot  all  the  way 
•with  both  my  hands,  and  thought  I 
ihovild  not  have  got  to  the  door:  but  when 
I  did,  as  I  hoped  this  would  be  my  laft 
interview  with  this  terrible  hard- hearted 
inafter,  I  turned  about,  and  made  a  low 
curt' fey,  and  faid — c  God  blefs  you,  Sir ! 
— '  God  blefs  you,  Mr.  Longman!'  and  I 
went  into  the  lobby  leading  to  the  great 
hali,  and  dropt  info  the  frrft  chair}  "for  I 
could  get  no  farther  a  good  while. 

I  leave  all  thefe  things  to  your  reflec- 
tion, my  dear  parents  ;  but  I  can  write 
no  more .  My  poor  heart's  almoft  broken ! 
Indeed  it  is. — O  when  mall  I  get  away! 
—-Send  me,  good  God,  in  fafety,  once 
more  to  my  poor  father's  peaceful  cot ! — 
and  there  the  worft  that  can  happen  will 
be  joy  in  perfection  to  what  I  now  bear! 
— O  pityjowr  diftrcjj'ed  daughter. 


LETTER    XXIX. 

MY  PEAR  TATHIR  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Mult  write  on,  though  I  mall  come  fb 
foon  ;  for  now  I  have  hardly  any 
thing  cite  to  do.    I  have  ftntfhed  all  that 


lay  upon  me,  and  only  wait  the  good 
time  of  letting  out.  Mrs.  Jervis  laid,  I 
mud  be  low  in  pocket,  for  what  I  had. 
laid  out;  and'fo  would  have  prefented 
me  with  two  guineas  of  her  five;  but  I 
could "  not  take  them  of  her,  becaufe, 
poor  gentlewoman,  me  pays  old  debts 
for  her  children  that  were  extravagant, 
.and  wants  them  herfelf.  This,  though, 
was  very  good  in  her. 

I  am  forry  I  mall  have  but  little  to 
bring  with  me;  but"  I  know  you  won't, 
you  are  fo  good! — and  I  will  work  tiie 
harder,  when  I  cpnie  home,  if  I  can  get 
a  little  plain-work,  or  any-thing  to  do. 
But  all  your  neighbourhood  is  ib  poor, 
f.iut  I  fear  I  fnall  want  work,  except, 
may-be,  Dame  Mumford  can  help  me 
to  fomething,  from  any  good  family  me 
is  acquainted  with. 

Here,  what  a  fad  thing  it  is!  I  hava 
been  brought  up  wrong,  as  matter 
For,  you  know,  my  good  lady,  now  in 
Heaven,  loved  Tinging  and  dancing;,  and, 
as  me  would  have  it  I  had  a  voice,  me 
made  me  learn  both;  and  often  and  often 
has  me  made  me  fing  her  an  innocent 
fong,  and  a  good  pfalm  too,  and  dance 
before  her.  And  I  mu ft  learn  to  flower 
and  draw  too,  and  to  work  fine  work 
with  my  needle  j  why,  ail  this  too  I  luive 
got  pretty  tolerably  at  my  finger's  end, 
as  they  fay;  and  me  ufed  to  praife  me, 
and  was  a  good  judge  of  fuch  matters. 

Well  now,  what  is  all  this  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  as  things  have  turned  about?' 

Why  no  more  nor  Jefs,  than  that  I  am 
like  the  grafhopper  in  the  fable,  which  I 
have  read  of  in  my  lady 'shook  5  as  fol- 
lows * : 


'  As  the  ants  were  airing  their  provi- 
*  fions  one  winter,  a  hungry  gramopper> 
(as  fuppoie  it  was  poor  I)  *  begged  a  cha- 
rity of  them.     They  told  him,  that  he 
fhould  have  wrought  in  fummer,  if  he 
would  not  have  wanted    in    winter. 
*  Well,"  fays  the  gra/hopper,  "  but  I 
'  was 'not  idle  neither;  for  I  fung  out 
1  the   whole  feafon." — "  Nay,  then," 
faid  they,    "   you'll  e'en  do   well  to 
t  make  a  merry  year  of  it,  and  dance  in 
'  winter  to  the  tune  you  fung  in  fum- 


So  I  mall  make  a  fine  figure  with  my 
finging  and  my  dancing,  when  I  come 


*  See  the  ^Bfop's  Fables  which  have  lately  h?en  feL-dlcd  and  reformed  from  thofe  of  Sir 
ge,  andtht  moil  eminent  mythologies. 
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fcome  to  you !  Nay,  I  fhall  be  un  fit  even 
fora  May -day  holiday -time;  for  thefe 
minuets,  rigadoons,  and  French  dances, 
that  I  have  been  pra&ifmg, .will  make  me 
but  ill  company  for  my  milk-maid  com- 
panions that  are  to  be.  To  be  fure  I 
had  better,  as  things  Hand,  haveleamed 
to  wafh  and  fcour,  and  brew  and  bake, 
and  fuch  like.'  But  I  hope,  if  I  can't  get 
work,  and  can  meet  with  a  place,  to  learn 
theie  foon,  if  any-body  will  have  the 
goodnefs  to  bear  with  me  till  I  am  able : 
tor,  notwithstanding  what  my  mallei- 
fays,  I  hope  I  have  an  humble  and  teach- 
able mind;  and,  next  to  God's  grace, 
that  is  all  my  comfort:  for  I  mall  think 
nothing  too  mean  that  is  honell.  It  may 
be  a  little  hard  at  firftj  but  woe  to  my 
proud  heart,  if  T  find  it  fo  on  trial;  for  I 
will  make  it  bend  to  it's  condition,  or 
break  it. 

I  have  read  of  a  good  bifliop  that  was 
to  be  burnt  for  his  religion ;  and  he  tried 
how  he  could  bear  it,  by  putting  his  fin- 
gers into  the  lighted  candle:  fo  I,  t'other 
day,  tried,  when  Rachel's  back  was  turn- 
ed, if  I  could  not  fcour  a  pewter  plate  fhe 
had  begun.  I  fee  I  could  do  it  by  de- 
grees :  it  only  bliftered  my  hand  in  two 
place?. 

All  the  matter  is,  if  I  could  get  plain- 
work  enough,  I  need  not  fpoil  my  fin- 
gers. But  if  I  can't,  I  hope  to  make  my 
hands  as  red  as  a  blood  pudding,  and  as 
'  hard  as  a  beachen  trencher,  to  accommo- 
date them  to  my  condition. — But  I  mult 
break  off;  here's  fomebody  coming. 

""Pis  only  our  Hannah  with  a  meffage 
from  Mrs.  Jervis. — But,  hold,  here  is 
fomebody  elfe. — Well,  it  is  only  Ra- 
chel. 

I  am  as  much  frighted  as  were  the  ci- 
ty moufe  and  the  country  moufe,  in  the 
fame  book  of  fables,  atevery-thing  that 
ftirs.  Oh !  I  have  a  power  of  theie  things 
to  entertain  you  with  in  winter  evenings, 
when  I  come  home.  If  I  can  but  get 
work,  with  a  little  time  for  reading,  I 
hope  we  fliall  be  very  happy,  over  our 
peat  fires. 

What  made  me  hint  to  you  that  I 
fiiould,  bring  but  little  with  me,  is  this  : 

You  muft  know,  I  did  intend  to  do, 
as  I  have  this  afternoon:  and  that  is,  \ 
took  all  my  cloaths,  and  all  my  linen, 
and  I  divided  them  into  three  parcels,  as 
I  had  before  told  Mrs.  Jervia  I  intended 
to  doj  and  I  faid*-- *  It  is  now  Monday, 


Mrs.  Jervis,  and  I  am  to  go  away  oa 
Thurfday  morning  betimes  5  fo,  thought 
I  know  you  don't  doubt  my  honefty, 
I  beg  you  will  look  over  my  poor  mat- 
ters, and  let  every  one  have  what  be- 
longs to  them;  for,1  faid  J, '  you  know 
I  am  refolved  to  take  with  me  only 
what  I  can  properly  call  my  own."1 
Said  (he,   (I  did  .not  know  her  drift- 
then;  to  be  fure  flie  meant  well;  but  I 
did  not  thank  her  for  it,  when  I  did  know 
it) — '  Let  your  things  be  brought  down 

*  into  the  green-room,  and  I  will  do  any* 
'  thing  you  would  have  me  do.' 

*  With  all  my  heart,'  faid  I,  *  green* 
'  room  or  any  where;  but  I  think,  you. 

*  might  ftep  up,  and  fee 'em  as  they  lie.' 
However,   I  fetched  'em  down,  an4 

laid  them  in  three  parcels,  as  before; 
and,  when  I  had  done,  I  went  down  to 
call  her  up,  to  look  at  them. 

Now,  it  feenas,  me  had  prepared  my 
matter  for  this  fcene,  unknown  to  mej 
and  in  this  green-room  was  a  clofet» 
with  a  fafli-door  and  a  curtain  before  it; 
for  there  flie  puts  her  i\veatmeats  and  fuch. 
things;  and  me  did  it,  it  feems,  to  turn 
his  heart,  as  knowing  what  I  intended,  I 
fuppofc:  that  he  mould  make  me  take  the 
things;  for  if  he  had,  I  fliould  have  made 
money  of  them,  to  help  us  when  we  got 
together;  for,  to  be  fure,  I  could  neve,r 
have  appeared  in  them. 

Well,  as  I  w^s  faying,  he  had  got, 
unknown  to  me,  into  this  clofet;  I  liip- 
pofe  while  I  went  to  call  Mrs.  Jervis » 
and  fhe  fince  owned  to  me,  it  was  at  his 
defire,  when  flie  told  him  fomething  o£ 
what  I  intended,  or  elfe  (he  wO'..ld  not 
have  done  it :  though  I  havereafon,Iam 
fure,  to  remember  the  laft  clofet-work. 

So  I  faid.  when  flie  came  up — *  Here, 
'  Mrs.  Jervis,  is  the  firft  parcel;  I  will 
'  ipread  it  all  abroad.  Thefe  are  the  things 
'  my  good  lady  gave  me. — In  the  firit 
'  place,'  faid  I— -and  fo  I  went  on  de~ 
fcribing  the  cloaths  and  li/ieii  my  lady 
had  given  me,  mingling  Mefiings,  as  I 
proceeded,  for  her  goodnefs  to  me ;  and 
when  I  had  turned  over  that  parcel,  I 
faid — '  Well,  ib  much  for  the  full  par* 

*  eel,  Mrs.  Jervis;  that  was  my  lady's 
<  gifts. 

'  Now  I  come  to  the  prefents  of  my 

*  dear  virtuous  mafter:  hey,  you  know* 
«  clofet   for  that!  Mrs.   Jervis.'      Slit- 
laughed,  and  faid-—'  I  never  faw  fuch  a 

*  comical  girl  in  my  life !  But  go  OK.'-*— 
*-  I  will,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  *  as  ibon 

*  as.  I  have  o.rtned  the  bundle  $,'  for  I 
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Was  as  brifk  and  as  pert  as  could  be,  lit- 
tle thinkingvvho  heard  me. 

'  Now  here,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I, c  are 

*  my  ever-worthy  mailer's  prefents;'  and 
then  I  particularized  all  thofe  in  the  fe- 
cond  bundle. 

After  which,  I  turned  to  my  own,  and 
faid— 

*  Now,  Mrs.  Jervis,  comesLpcor  Pa- 

*  mela's  bundle }  and  a  little  one  it  is  to 

*  the  others.      Firft,  here  is   a  calico 

*  night-gown,  that  I  ufed  to  wear  o* 
c  mornings.     'Twill  be  rather  too  good 
'  for  me  when  I  get  home;  but  I  muft 

*  have  fomething.      Then    there   is   a 

*  quilted  calimanco  coat,  and  a   pair 

*  of  (lockings  I  bought  of  the  pedlar, 

*  and  my  ftraw-hat  with  blue  firings; 

*  and  a  remnant  of  Scots  cloth,  which 
'  will  make  two  fhirts  and  two  fhifts, 

*  the  fame  I  have  on,  for  my  poor  fa* 
'  ther  and  mother.     And  here  are  four 

*  other  fhifts,  one  the  fellow  to  that  I 

*  have  on)  another  pretty  good  one,  and 

*  the  other  two  old  fine  ones,  that  will 

<  ferve  me  to  turn   and  wind  with  at 
'  home,  for  they  are  not  worth  leaving 

*  behind  me ;  and  here  are  two  pair  of 
'  fhoes;  I  have  taken  the  lace  off,  which 

*  I  will  bum,  and  may-be  will  fetch  me 

*  ibme  little  matter  at  a  pinch,  with  an 

*  old  filver  buckle  or  two. 

e.  What  do  you  laugh  for,  Mrs.  Jer- 
'  Vis,'  faid  I.     *  Why  you  are  like  an 

*  April  day;  you  cry  and  laugh  in  a 

<  breuth.  ' 

*  Well,  let  me  fee;  'aye,  here  is  a  cot- 
'  ton  handkerchief  I  bought  of  the  ped- 

*  lar;   there   fiiould  be   another   fome- 
'  where.     O  h;re  it  is!  and  here  too  are 
'  my  new-bought  knit  mittens:  and  this 
'  is.  my  new  flannel-coat,  the  fellow  to 

*  tluii:  I  have  on:  and  in  this  parcel, 

*  pinned  together,  are  feveral  pieces  of 

*  printed  calico,  remnants  of  filks,  and 

*  fuch-like,  that,  if  good  luck  mould 

*  happen,  and  I  mould  get  work,  would 

*  ferve    for  robings  and  facings,  and 

*  fuch-like  ufes.     And  here  too  are  a 

*  pair  of  pockets;  they  are  too  fine  for 
'  ;vi?;  but  I  have  no  worfe.     Blefh  me!' 
faid  I,  .*  I  did  not  think  I  had  ib  many 

*  good  things! 

*  Well, Mrs,  Jervis,'  faid  I,  'you  have 

*  fcen  all  my  ftore,  and  1  will  now  fit 
1  o.own,   and    tell  you  a  piece  of  my 

*  mind.' 

*  Be. brief  then,'  faid  fhe,  e  my  e;ood 

*  girl;1  for  fhe  was'  afraid,  fhe  (aid  af- 
tci  wards,  that  I  fhould  fay  too  much. 


*  Why  then  the  cafe  is  this :  I  am  to 
enter  upon  a  point  of  equity  and  con- 
fcience,  Mrs.  Jervis;  and  I  muft  beg, 
if  you  love  me,  you'd  let  me  have  my 
own  way.     Thofe  things  there  of  my 
lady's,  I  can  have  no  claim  to,  fo  as 
to  take  them  away;  for  fhe  gave  them 
me,  fuppofmg  I  was  to  wear  them  in 
her  fervice,  and  to  do  credit  to  her 
bountiful  heart.     But,  fince  I  am  to 
be  turned  away,  you  know,  I  cannot 
wear  them  at  my  poor  father's;  for  I 
mould  bring  all  the  little  village  upon 
my  back ;  and  fo  I  refolve  not  to  have 
them. 

<  Then,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  <  I  have 
far  lefs  right  to  thefe  of  my  worthy 
matter V.  for  you  fee  what  was  his  in* 
tention  in  giving  them  to  me.  So  they 
were  to  be  the  price  of  my  fhame,  and 
if  I  could  make  ufe  of  them,  I  fhould 
think  I  fhould  never  profper  with  them; 
and  befides,  you  know,  Mrs.  Jervis» 
if  I  would  not  do  the  good  gentle- 
man's work,  why  fhould  I  take  his 
wages  ?  So  in  confcience,  in  honour, 
in  every  thing,  I  have  nothing  to  fay 
tothee,  thoufecond  ivicked  bundle  ! 
'  But,'  faid  I, '  come  to  my  arms,  my 
dear  third  parcel,  the  companion  of 
my  poverty,  and  the  witnefs  of  my  ho- 
nefty;  and  may  I  never  deferve  the  leaft 
rag  that  is  contained  in  thee,  when  I 
forfeit  a  title  to  that  innocence,  that  I 
hope  will  ever  be  the  pride  of  my  life! 
and  then  I  am  fure  it  will  be  my  high- 
eft  comfort  at  my  death,  when  all  the 
riches  and  pomps  of  the  world  will  be 
worfe  than  the  vileft  rags  that  can  be 
worn  by  beggars!'  Andfo  I  hugged 

my  third  bundle. 
"'  But,'  faid.  I,  •«  Mrs.  Jervis,'  (and' 

fhe  wept  to  hear  me)  *  one  thing  more 
I  have  to  trouble  you  with,  and  that's 
all.  - 

*  There  are  four  guineas,  you  know, 
that  came  out  of  my  good  lady's  pock- 
et, when  flie  died,  that,  with  fome  fil- 
ver,   my  mafter  gave  me:  now  thefe 
fame  four  guineas  I  fent  to  my  poor 
father  and  mother,    and  they    have 
broken  them ;  but  would  make  them  up, 
if  I  would:  and  if  you  think  it  fhould 
be  fo,  it  fhall.     But  pray  tell  me  ho- 
neftly  your  mind :  as  to  the  three  years 
before  my  lady's  death,  do  you  think, 
as  I  had  no  wages,  I  may  be  fuppofed 
to  be  quits  ? — By  quits,  I  cannot  mean 
that  my  poor  fervices  fhould  be  equal 
to  my  lady's  goodnefs ;  for  that's  im- 
psflible.     But  as  all  her  learning  and 

«  education 
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•*  education  of  me,  as  matters  have  turned, 
«  will  be  of  little  fervice  to  me  now;  for 

*  it  had  been  better  for  me  to  have  been 
'  brought  up  to  hard  labour,  to  be  furej 
«  for  that  t  mud  turn  toatlatt,  if  I  can't 
'  get  a  place,  (and  you  know,  in  places 

*  too,  one  is  fubjeft  to  fuch  temptations 

*  as  are  dreadful  to  think  of:)  fo,  I  fay, 
'  by  quits  I  only  mean,  as  I  return  all 
'  the  good  things  me  gave  me,  whether 
'  I  may  not  let  my  little  fervices  againft 
'  my   keeping;  becaufe,  as  I  faid,  my 
'  learning  is  not  now  in  the  qucftion ; 
•'  and  I  am  fure  my  dear  good  lady  would 

*  have  thought  fo,  had  (he  lived :  but 
'  that  too  is  now  out  of  the  queftion. 
{  Well  then,  if  fo,  I  would  afk,  whether, 
'  in  above  this  year  that  I  have  lived 
'   with  my  matter,  as  I  am  refolved  to 
'  leave  all  his  gifts  behind  me,  I  may  not 
'  have  earned,  befides  my  keeping,  thefe 

*  four  guineas,  and  thefe  poor  cloaths 

*  here  upon  my  back,  and  in  my  third 

*  bundle?     Now  tell  me your  mind  free- 
'  ly,  without  favour  or  affeelion.* 

c    Alas!    my  dear  girl,'    faid  me, 

*  you  make  me  unable  to  fpeak  to  you 
'  at  all:  to  be  fure  it  will  be  the  higheft 
f  affront  that  can  be  offered,  for  you  to 
'  leave  any  pf  thefe  things  behind  you ; 
'  and  you  mutt  take  all  your  bundles 

*  with  you,  or  my  malier  will  never  for- 

'  give  you.' 

«  Well,  well,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  « I 

*  don't  care;  I  ha'/e  been  too  much  ufed 
'  to  be  fnubbed  and  hardly  treated  by  my 
e  matter,  of  late.  .   I  have  done  him  no 
'  harm;  and  I  mall  always  pray  for  him, 
'  and  wifh  him  happy.     But  I  don't  de- 

*  ferve  thefe  things;  I  know  I  don't. 

*  Then,  I  can't  wear  them,  if  I  mould 
'  take  them  ;  fo  they  can  be  of  no  ufe  to 
'  me;  and  I  truft  I  mail  not  want  the 
'  poor  pittance,  that  is  all  I  defire,  to  keep 

*  life  and  foul  together.     Bread  and  wa- 

*  ter  I  can  live  upon,  Mrs.  Jervis,  with 
'  content.  Water  I  mail  get  any- where; 

*  and  if  I  can't  get  me  bread,  I  will  live 
'  like  a  bird  in  winter  upon  hips  and 

*  haws,  and  at  other  times  upon  pig-nuts, 
'  and  potatoes,  or  turneps,  or  any  thing. 

*  So  what  occafion  have  I  for  thefe  things? 

*  — But  all  I  afk  is  about  thefe  four 

*  guineas,  and  if  you  think  I  need  not 
'  return  them;  that   is   all  I   want  to 
'  know.' — (  To  be  fure,  my  dear,  you 

*  need  not,'  faid  flis;  '  you  have  well 

*  earned  them  by  that  waiftcoat  only.'— . 

*  No,  I  think  notfo,  in  that  only;  but  in 


'  the  linen,  rind  other  things,  do  you 
'  think  I  have  ?'— <  Yes,  yes,'  faid  me, 
'  and  more.' — '  And  my  keeping  al- 
1  lowed  for,  I  mean,'  faid  I,  *  and  thefe 
f  poor  cloaths  on  my  back,  befides? 

*  Remember  that,  Mrs.  Jervis.'—*  Yes, 
'  my  dear  odd-one,  no  doubt  you  have.* 
— *  Well  then,'  faid  I,  *  I  am  as  happy 
'  as  a  princefs.     I  am  quite  as  rich  as  I 
{  wifh  to  be :  and  once  more,  my  dear 

*  third  bundle,  I  will  hug  thee  to  my  bo- 

*  fom.     And  I  beg  you'll  fay  nothing 

*  of  all  this  till  I  am  gone,  that  my  ma- 
'  fter  mayn't  be  fo  angry,  but  that  I  may 
'  go  in  peace;  for  my  heart,  without 

*  other  matters,  will  be  ready  to  break 

*  to  part  with  you  all. 

*  Now,  Mr.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  '  as  to  one 
'  matter  more:  and  that  is  my  mailer's 
'  laft  ufage  of  me,  before  Mr.  Long- 
'  man.'  Saidflie — *  Pr'y  thee,  dear  Pa  - 
*•  mela,  ftep  to  my  chamber,  and  fetch 
f  me  a  paper  I  left  on  my  table.  I  have 
'  fomething  to  (hew  you  in  it.'—'  I  will,* 
faid  I,  and  ftepped  down;  but  that  was 
only  a  fetch  to  take  the  order?  of  my 
matter,  I  found.  It  feems  he  faid,  he 
thought  two  or  three  times  to  have  burit 
out  upon  me;  but  he  could  not  ftand  it, 
and  wifhed  I  might  net  know  he  was 
there.  But  I  tripped  up  again  fo  nim- 
bly, (for  there  was  no  paper)  that  I  mft 
faw  his  back,  as  if  coming  out  of  that 
green-room,  and  going  into  the  next  to 
it,  the  firft  door  that  was  open — I  whip* 
ped  in,  and  fhut  the  door,  and  bolted  it. 
O  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I,  *  what  have  you 
done  by  me? — I  fee  I  can't  confide  in 
any-body.  I  am  befet  on  all  hands. 
Wretched,  wretched  Pamela!  where 
fhaitthou  expecl:  a  friend,  if  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis joins  to  betray  thee  thus  ?'  She 
made  fomar.y  protections,  (telling  me 
all,  and  that  he  owned  I  had  made  him 
wipe  his  eyes  two  or  three  times,  and  laid 
me  hoped  it  would  have  a  good  eiiecl, 
and  remembered  me,  that  I  had  faid  no- 
thing but  what  would  rather  mpve  com  - 
paffion  than  refcntment)  that  I  forgave 
her.  B'.it  O !  that  I  was  fafe  from  this 
houfel  for  never  poor  creature  fure  was 
fo  fluttered  as  I  have  been  fo  many  month* 
together ! — I  a:n  called  down  from  this 
mott  tedious  fcribbje.  I  wonder  \vhat 
will  next  befal  jour  dutiful  daughter. 

Mrs.  Jervis  fays,  me  is  fure  I  lhall  have 

the  chariot  to  carry  me  home  to  you. 

Though  this  will  look  too  grc-r,c  for 

me,  yet  it  will  mew  as  if  I  was  not 

H  2 
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turned  away  quite  in  difgrace.  The 
travelling  chariot  is  come  from  Lin- 
eolnfhire,  and  I  fancy  I  (hall  go  in 
that;  for  the  other  is  quite  grand. 


LETTER    XXX. 

MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Write  again,  though,  may-be,  I  fhall 
bring  it  to  you  in  my  pocket:  for  I 
jhall  have  no  writing,  nor  writing-time, 
I  hope,  when  I  come  to  you.  This  is 
Wednefday  morning,  and  I  Hull,  I 
hope,  fet  out  to  you  to-morrow  morn- 
ing; but  I  have  had  more  trials,  and  more 
vexations ;  but  of  another  complexion  too 
?.  little,  though  all  from  the  fame  quar- 
ter. 

Yefterday  my  mnfter,  after  he  came 
from  hunting,  lent  for  me.  I  went  with 
great  terror 5  for  I  expected  he  would 
Itorm,  and  be  in  a  fine  paflion  with  me, 
for  my  freedom  of  fpeech  before:  fo  I 
was  reiblved  to  begin  full,  with  fubmif- 
fion,  to  difarm  his  anger;  and  I  fell  up- 
on my  knees  as  foon  as  I  fa\v  him ;  and 
jaid — «  Good  Sir,  let  me  btfecch  you,  as 
^  you  hope  to  be  forgiven  yourfelf,  and 
4  for  the  fakeof  my  dear  good  lady  your 
'  mother,  who  recommended  me  to  you 
'  with  her  lall  words,  to  forgive  me  all 

*  my  faults ;  and  only  grant  me  this  fa- 

*  vour,  the  lait  I  fhall  afk  yon,  that  you 

*  will  let  me   depart  your  houfe  with 

*  peace  and  quietnefs  of  mind,  that  I  may 
'  take  fueh  a  leave  of  my  dear  fellow - 
«  1  ervants  as  befits  me;  and  that  my  heart 

*  be  not  quite  broken.' 

He  took  me  up,  in  a  kinder  marfner 
than  ever  Triad  known;  and  he  fatd — 

*  Shut  the  door,  Pamela,  and  come  to 

*  me  in  my  clofet:  I  want  to  have  a  lit- 

*  tie  ferious  talk  with  you.' — *  How  can 

*  I,  Sir/  laid  I;  how  can  I!1  and  wrung 
my  hands.     '  O  pray,  Sir,   let  me  go 
'  out  of  your  prefence,  I  befeech.  you/ 
— -*  By  the  God  that  made  me/  laid  he, 

*  I'll  do  you  no  harm.     Shut  the  par- 

*  lour- door,  and  come  to  me  In  my  li- 
'•  brary.' 

He  theri  -vyent  into  his  clofet,  which  is 
his'  libraryjand  full  of  rich  pictures  be- 
fidesj  a  noble  apartment,  though  called 
a  clofet,  and  next  the  private  garden,  in- 
to which  it  has  a  door  that  opens.  I  mut 
the  prulour-door,  as  he  bid  me;  but 
#ood  at  it  irrelblute.  *  Place  ibrne  cou- 
f  "fldence  -m  me/  foid  he:  *  imxiy-  you 


'  may,  when  I  have  fpoken  thus  folemrf- 
My.'  So  I  crept  towards  him  with 
trembling  feet,  and  my  heart  throbbing 
through  my  handkerchief.  '  Come  in/ 
faid  he,  '  when  I  bid  you.'  I  did  fo. 

*  Pray,  Sir/  laid  I,  '  pity  and  {pare  me!' 
— *  I  will/  faid  he,  *  as  I  hope  to  be 

*  faved.'     He  fat  down  upon  a  rich  fet- 
tee;  and  took  hold  of  my  hand,  and  faid 
— *  Don't  doubt  me,  Pamela.      From 
'  this  moment  I  will  no  more  confider 
'  you  as  my  fervantjand  I  defire  you'll 

*  not  ufe  me   with  ingratitude  for  the 

*  kindnefs  I  am   going  to  exprefs  to- 

*  wards  you.'    This  a  little  emboldened 
me;  and  he  faid,  holding  both  my  hands 
between  his — '  You  have  too  much  wit 

*  and  good  fenfe  not  to  difcover,  that  I, 

*  in  fpite  of  my  heart,  and  all  the  pride 

*  of  it,  cannot  but  love  you.     Yes,  look 
'  up  to  me,  my  fweet- faced  girl!    I  muft 
1  fay  I  love  you;  and  have  put  on  a  be- 
'  haviour  to  you,  that  was  much  againft 

*  my  heart,  in  hopes  to  frighten  you  from 

*  your  refervedneis.     You  fee  I  own  it 

*  ingenuoufly;  and  don't  play  your  lex 

*  upon  me  for  it.' 

I  was  unable  to  fpeak;  and  he,  feeing 
me  too  much  oppreffed  with  confufion 
to  goon  in  that  drain,  laid — '  Well,  Pa- 
4  mela,  let  me  know  in  what  fituation  of 

*  life  is  your  father:  J  know  he  is  a  poor 

*  man;  but  is  he  as  low  and  as  honeft  as 

*  he  was  when  my  mother  took  you  ?' 
Then  I  could  fpeak  a  little;  and.  with 

a  down  look,  (and  I  felt  my  face  glow1 

likfc  fire)  I  faid — 'Yes,  Sir,  as  poor  and 

,  *  as  bonejl  too ;  and  that  is  my  pride.* 

Says  he — '  I  will  do  fornethir.g  for  him, 

*  if  it  be  not  your  fault,  and  make  all 
'  your  family  happy.' — *  Ah,  Sir!'  faid 
I,  *  he  is  happier  already  than  ever  he 
4  can  be,  if  his  daughter's  innocence  is 
'  to  be  the  price  of  your  favour :  and  I 

*  beg  you  will  not  fpeak  tome  on  the  on- 
f  ly  fide  that  can  wound  me.' — '  I  have 

*  no  defign  of  that  fort/  laid  he.  ,   (  O 

*  Sir/  ftiid  I,  '  tell  me  not  fo,  tell  me 
«  not  fo!' — <  'Tis  eafy/  faid  he,  <  for 

*  me  to  be  the  makrhg  of  yov.r  father, 
'  without  injuring  you."1 — ^  Well,  Sir,' 
faid  I,  '  if  this    can  be  done,    let  me 

*  knowhow;  and  all  I  can  do  with  inno- 

*  cer.ce  mall  be  the  ftudy  and  practice  of 

*  my  life.— But,  O !  what  can  Inch  a 
'  poor  creature  as  I  do,  and  do  my  duty?* 
Said  he — *  I  would  have  you  (lay  a  week 
'  or  fortnight  only,  and  behave  your- 

*  i'elf  with  kindnefs  to  me;  I  (loop  to  beg 

*  it-tf  you,  and  you&aii  fee  ail  fiiail  t\nn, 

*  out 
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*  out  beyond  your  expectation.     I  fee,' 
faid  he,  c  you  are  going  to  anfwer  other - 

*  wife  than   I  would  have  you ;   and  I 

<  begin  to  be  vexed  I  mould  thus  mean- 

<  ly  Yuej  and  fol  will  fay,  that  your  be- 

*  haviour  before  honeft  Longman,  when 
«  I  ufed  you  as  I  did,  and  you  could  fo 

*  well    have   vindicated    yourfetf,    has 

*  quite  chahned   me.      And  though  I 

*  am  not  pleated  with  all  you  laid  yef- 
'  terday,  while  I  was  in  the  clofet,  yet 

*  you  have  moved  me  more  to  admire 
'  you  than  before  ;  and  I  am  awakened 

*  to  fee  moi-e  worthinefs  in  you,  than 
'  ever  I  faw  in  any  lady  in  the  world. 

*  All  the  fervants,  from  the  higher!  to  the 

*  lowelt,  doat  upon  you,  inftead  of  en- 

*  vying  you;  and  look  upon  you  in  fo 
'  fuperior  a  light,  as  fpeaks  what  you 

*  ought  to  be.    I  have  feen  more  of  your 

*  letters  than  you  imagine/  (this  fur- 
prized  me!)  'and  am  quite  overcome 
'  with  your  charming  manner  of  writ- 
'  ingj  fo/ree,  fo  eafy,  and  many  of your 
'  fentiments  fomuch  above  your  years, 
'  and  your  fex;   and  all  put  together, 

*  makes  me,  as  I  tell  you,  love  you  to  ex- 

*  travagance.     Now,   Pamela,  when  I 

*  have  ftooped  to  acknowledge  all  this, 
'  oblige  me  only  to  ftay  another  week  or 
'  fortnight,  to  give  me  time  to  bring 

*  about  fome  certain  affairs,  and    yon 

*  fhall  fee  how  much  you  may  find  your 
'  account  in  it.1 

I  trembled  to  find  my  poor  heart  giv- 
ing way.  «  O  good,  Sir,'  faid  I,  <  fpare 
'  a  poor  girl  that  cannot  look  up  to  you, 
'  and  fpeak .  My  heart  is  full :  and 

*  why  mould  you  wifh  to  undo  me  ?' — 
'  Only  oblige  me,'  fuid  he,  l  to  ftay  a 

*  fortnight  longer,  and  John  fhall  carry 

*  word  to  your  father,  that  I  will  fee  him 
'  in  the  time,  either  here,  or  at  the  Swan 
'  in  his  village/ — '  O  Sir,'  laid  I,  *  my 
'   heart  will  burft;   but,  on  my  bended 
c  knees,  I  beg  you  to  let  me  go  to- 
'  morrow,  as  Idefigned:  and  don't  of- 
*•  fer  to  tempt  a  poor  creature,  whofe 

*  whole  will  would  be  to  do  yours,  if  my 
'  virtue  would  permit.' — *  It  (hall  per- 
'  mit  it,'  faid  he;  *  for  I  intend  no  injury 
c  to  you, God  is  my  witnefs!'— c  Impofli- 

*  bleT  faid  I ; '  I  cannot,  Sir,  believe  you, 
f"  after  what  has  paffed  :  how  many  ways 
'  are  thereto  undo  poor  creatures !  Good 
'  God,  proteft  me  this  one  time,  and  fend 
'  me  but  to  my  dear  father's  cot  in  fafety ! ' 
— c  Strange,  damned  fate!'  fays  he, 'that 
'  when  I  fpeak  fo  folemnly,  I  can't  be 
'  be  believed!'— .<  What  Jbould  I  be. 
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*  lieve,  Sir?*  faid  I,  *  what  tan  I  be-- 
'  lieve  ?  What  have  you  laid,  but  that 
'  I  am  to  ftay  a  fortnight  longer?  and 

*  what  then   is  to  become  ot  me  ?'— 
'  My  pride  of  birth  and  fortune,  (damn 
'  them  both !')  laid  he,  t  fmce  they  can- 

*  not  obtain  credit  with  you,  but  mull 

*  add  to  your  fufpicions,  will  not  let  me 

*  defcend,  ail  at  once;   and  I  afk  you 

*  but  a  fortnight's  ftay,  that  jjfter  this 
'  declaration,  I  may  pacify  thole  proud 

*  demands  upon  me.' 

O  how  my  heart  throbbed !  and  I  be- 
gan (for  I  did  not  know  what  I  did)  to 
fay  the  Lord's  Prayer.  *  None  of  your 
'  beads  to  me,  Pamela  !'  faid  he  j  '  thou 
'  art  a  p«rfe6l  nun,  I  think.' 

But  I  faid  aloud,  with  any  eyes  lifted 
tip  to  Heaven — '  Lead  me  not  into  temp- 

*  tation :  but  deliver  me  from  evil,  O 
f  my  good  God  !'  He  hugged  me- in  his 
arms,  and  faid — f  Well,  my  dear  girl, 
'  then  you  ftay  this  fortnight,  and  you 
'  (hall  lee  what  I  will  do  for  you — I'll 
4  leave  you  a  moment,  and  walk  into  the 
'  next  room,  to  give  you  time  to  think 
'  of  it,  and  to  mew  you  I  have  no  dengn 
'  wpon  yo\i .'   Well,  this,  I  thought,  diJ 
not  look  amifs. 

He  went  out,  and  I  was  tortured  with 
twenty  different  doubts  in  a  minute ; 
fometimes  I  thought,  that  to  ftay  a  week 
or  fortnight  longer  in  this  houfe  to  obey 
him,  while  Mrs.  Jervis  was  with  me, 
could  do  119  great  harm :  '  But  then,' 
thought  I,  <  how  do  I  know  what  I  may 
be  able  to  do  ?  I  have  withftood  his 
anger;  but  may  I  not  relent  at  hb 
kiadaefs? — Row  fhall  I  ftand  that? — 
Well,  I  hope,'  thought  I, '  by  the  fame 
protecting  grace  in  which  I  will  al- 
ways confide ! — But  then,  what  has  he 
prom i fed?  Why,  he  will  make  ray 
poor  father  and  mother's  life  com- 
fortable. O  !'  faid  I  to  myfelf,  « that 
is  a  rich  thought ;  but  let  me  not  dvreti 
upon  it,  for  fear  I  mould  indulge  it  to 
my  ruin, — What  can  he  do  for  me, 
poor  girl  as  I  am! — What  can  his 
greatnefs  ftoop  to !  He  talks,'  thought 
,  '  of  his  pride  of  heart,  and  pride  of 
condition  ;  O  thefe  are  in  his  bead,  and 
in  his  heart  too,  or  he  would  not  con- 
fefs  them  to  me  at  fuch  an  inftant. 
Well,  then,'  thought  I,  '  this  can.  be 
only  to  feduce  me. — He  has  prornifed 
nothing.'—- But  I  am  to  fee  what  hie 
will  do?  if  I  ftay.  a  for  might :  f  And  this 

*  fortnight,'  thought  I  again,   *  is  no 

«  fuch 
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*  (uch  great  matter;  and  I  mall  fee  in  a 
4  few  days  how  he  carries  it/ —  But 
then,  when  I  again  reflected  upon  this 
Pittance  between  him  and  me,  and  his 
BOW  open  declaration  of  love,  as  he  called 
it  j  and  that  after  this  he  would  talk  with 
me  on  that  fubieft  more  plainly  than 
ever,  and  I  mould  be  lefs  armed,  m,ay- 
be,  to  withftand  him  ;  and  then  I  be- 
thought myfelf — '  Why,  if  he  meant  no 
'  difhoncur,  he.  mould  not  fpealc  before 
'  Mrs.  Jervis  ;'  and  the  odious  frightful 
clolet  came  again  into  my  head,  and  my 
narrow efcape  upon  it;  and  how  eafy  it 
might  be  for  him  to  fend  Mrs.  Jervis, 
and  the  maids,  out  of  the  way;  and  fo 
that  all  the  mifchief  he  defigned  me  might 
J>e brought  about  in  lefs  than  that  time; 
I  refolved  to  go  away,  and  truft  all  to 
-Providence,  and  nothing  to  myfelf.  And 
how  ought  I  to  be  thankful  for  this  refb- 
lution! — as  you  mall  hear. 

But  juft  as  I  have  writ  to  this  place, 
John  fends  me  word,  that  he  is  going  this 
minute  your  way ;  and  fo  I  will  fend  you 
fo  far  as  I  have  written,  and  hope  by  to- 
morrow night,  to  alk  your  blefiings,  at 
your  own  poor,  but  happy  abode,  and 
tell  you  the  reft  by  word  of  mouth ;  and 
ib  I  reft,  till  then,  and  for  ever,  your 
dutiful  daughter. 


LETTER    XXXL 


»EAR   FATHER   AND   MOTHER, 

I  Will  continue  my  writing  ftill,,  be- 
caufe,  may-be,  I  mall  like  to  read  it, 
when  I  am  with  you,  to  fee  what  dangers 
•I  have  been  enabled  toefcupe;  and  though 
I  bring  it  along  with  me. 

I  told  you  my  refolution,  my  happy 
refolution,  as  I  have  reafon  to  think  it : 
and  juft  then  he  came  in  again,  with 
great  kindnefs  in  his  looks,  and  faid-— 
'  I  make  no  doubt,  Pamela,  you  will 
•'  ftay  this  fortnight  to  oblige  me/  I 
knew  not  how  to  frame  my  words  fo  as 
to  deny,  and  yet  not  make  him  ftorm . 

*  But,'  faid  I,  *  forgive,  Sir,  your  poor 

*  diftreffed  fervant.     I  know  I  cannot 

*  poffibly  deferve  any  favour  at  your 

*  hands,  confident  with  virtue  ;  and  I 

*  beg  you  will  let  me  go  to  my  poor  fa- 
«  ther/  —  *  Why,'  faid  he,  «  thou  art 
'  the  verieft  fool  that  I  ever  knew.  I  teH 

*  you  I  will  fee  your  father;  I'll  ftnd 
«  tor  him  hither  to-morrow,  in  my  tra- 


*  veiling  chariot,  if  you  will;  and  II? 
'  let  him  know  what  I  intend  to  do  for 
«  him  andj>c«/ — <  What,  Sir,  may  I 
c  afk  you,  can  that  be?    Your  honour's 
'  noble  eftate  may  eafily  make  him  hap- 

*  py,  and  not  unufeful,  perhaps,  to  you, 
'  in  fome  refpeft  or  other.     But  what 
'  price  am  I  to  pay  for  all  this  ?' — *  You 
'  mall  be  happy  as  you  can  wifh,'  faid 
he,  *  I  do  allure  you:  and  here  I  will 

*  now  give  you  this  purfe,  in  which  are 

*  fifty  guineas,  which  I  will  allow  your 

*  father  yearly,  and  find  an  employ  Hut- 
'  able  to  his  liking,  to  deferve  that  and 
'   more :   Pamela,  he  mail  never  want, 
'  depenji  upon  it.     I  would  have  given 
'  you  ftill  more  for  him,  but  that  perhaps 

*  you'd  fufpecl:  I  intended  it  as  a  defign 
'  upon  you.'  — c  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  take 

*  back  your  guineas  :  I  will  not  touch 
'  one,  nor  will  my  father,  I  am  fure,  till 

*  he  knows  what  is  to  be  done/or  them  ; 

*  and  particularly  what  is  to  become  of 
<  me," — <  Why,  then,  Pamela,'  faid  he, 

*  fuppofe  I  find  a  man  of  probity,  and 
4  genteel  calling,  for  a  hufband  for  you, 

*  that  mail  make  you  a  gentlewoman  as 
1  long  as  you  live  ?' — '  I  want  no  huf- 
'  band,  Sir,'  faid  I ;  for  now  I  began  to 
fee  him  in  all  his  black  colours  ! — Yet, 
being  fo  much  in  his  power,  I  thought  I 
would  a  little  diffemble.   '  But,'  faid  he, 
'  you  are  fo  pretty,  that  go  where  you 
'  will,  you  can  never  be  free  from  the 
(  defigns  of  fome  or  other  of  our  fex ; 
'  and  I  mall  think  I  don't  anfwer  the 

*  care  of  my  dying  mother  for  you,  who 
'  committed  you  to  me,  if  I  don't  pro- 
'  vide  you  a  hufband  to  proteft  your 
6  virtue,  and  your  innocence;  andawor- 

*  thy  one  I  have  thought  of  for  you.' 

/  '  O  black, perfidious  creature!'  thought 
I,  *  what  an  implement  art  thou  in  the 
'  hands  of  Lucifer,  to  ruin  the  innocent 
«  heart!'— Yet  ftill  I  diflembled;  for  I 
feared  much  both  him  and  the  place  I 
was  in.  l.  But  whom,  prrvy,  Sir,  have 
'  you  thought  of  ?'-— *  Why,'  faid  he, 
'  young  Mr.  Williams,  my  chaplain,  in 

*  Lincolnfhire,  who  will  make  you  hap- 

*  py/— *  Does  he  know,  Sir,'  faid  I, 
'  any -thing   of  your  honor.r's   inten- 
'  tions?'— • •*  No,  my  girl,"1  faid  he,  and 
kiffed  me,  (much  againft  my  will;  for 
his  very  breath  was  now  poifon  to  me;) 

*  but  hi*  dependence  upon  my  favour, 

*  and  your  beauty  and  merit,  will  make 
'  him  rejoice  at  my  kindnefs  to  him/— 
«  Well,  Sir/   faid  I,  *  then  it  is  time 

'  enough 
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*  enough  to  confider  of  this  matter ;  and 

*  it  cannot  hinder  me  from  going  to  my 

*  father's  :  for  what  will  Haying  a  fort- 
'  night  longer  iignify  to  this  ?   Your 
«  honour's  care  and  goodnefs^may  ex- 

*  tend  to  me  there,  as  well  as  here ;  and 

*  Mr.  Williams,  and  all  the  world,  mall 

*  know  that  I  am  not  aftiamed  of  my 

*  father's  poverty.' 

He  would  kifs  me  again ;  and  I  faid — 
«  If  I  am  to  think  of  Mr.  Williams,  or 
'  any-bedy,  I  begj>o#  will  not  be  fo  free 
'  with  me :  that  is  not  pretty,  I'm  lure/ 
— «  Well,'  laid  he,  «  but  you  ftay  this 
•*  next  fortnight,  and  in  that  time  I'll 

*  have  both  Williams  and  your  father 
'  here  5  for  I  will  have  the  match  con- 

*  eluded  in  my  houfe ;  and  when  I  have 

*  brought  it  on,  you  (hail  fettle  it  as  you 
'  pleafe  together.     Meantime  take  and 

*  fend  only  thefe  fifty  pieces  to  your  fa- 

*  ther,  as  an  earned  of  my  favour,  and 
'  I'll  make  you  all  happy.' — '  Sir,'  faid 
I,  '  I  beg  at  leaft  two  hours  to  confider 
'  of  thisl*— • '  I  mall,'  faid  he,  '  be  gone 
«  out  in  one  hour;    and  I  would  have 

*  you  write  to  your  father  what  I  pro- 

*  pofe;   and  John  (hall  carry  it  on  pur- 
'  pofe  ;    and  he  mall  lake  the  purfe  with 

*  him  for  the  good  old  man,  if  you  ap- 
<  prove  it.' — *  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  will  then 
'  let  you  know  in  one  hour  my  refolu- 

*  tion.'— *  Do  fo,'  faid  he  ;  and  gave  me 
another  kifs,  and  let  me  go. 

0  how  I  rejoiced  I  had  got  out  of  his 
clutches  ! — So  I  write  you  this,  that  you 
may  fee  how  matters  (land ;   for  I  am  re- 
folved  to  come  away,  if  poflible.     Bale, 
wicked,  treacherous  gentleman  as  he  is  ! 

So  here  was  a  trap  laid  for  your  poor 
Pamela!  I  tremble  to  think  of  it!  O 
what  a  fcene  of  wickednefs  was  here  laid 
down  for  all  my  wretched  life!  Black- 
hearted wretch !  how  I  hate  him ! — For 
at  firft,  as  you'll  fee  by  what  I  hive 
written,  he  would  have  made  me  believe 
other  things  ;  and  this  of  Mr.  Williams, 
I  fuppofe,  came  into  his  head  after  he 
walked  out  from  his  clolet,  to  give  him- 
&lf  time  to  think  how  to  delude  me  better: 
but  the  covering  was  now  too  thin,  and 
eafy  to  be  feen  through. 

1  went  to  my  chamber,  and  the  firft 
thing  I  did  was  to  write  to  him  ;  for  I 
thought  it  was  beft  not  to  fee  him  again, 
if  I  could  help  it ;  and  I  put  it  under  his 
parlour- door,  after  I  tyad  copied  it.  as 
follows. 


'    HONOURED  SIR, 

f  TL7"  OUR  laft  propofal  to  me  convinces 
•*•  t  me,  that  I  ought  not  to  ftay,  but 
to  go  to  my  father,  if  it  were  but  to 
afk  his  advice  about  Mr.  Williams- 
And  I  am  fo  fet  upon  it,  that  I  am  not 
to  be  perfuaded.  So,  honoured  Sir, 
with  a  thoufand  thanks  for  all  favours, 
I  will  fet  out  to-morrow  early  ;  and 
the  honour  you  defigned  me,  as  Mrs. 
Jervis  tells  me,  of  your  chariot,  their 
will  be  no  occafion  for;  becaufe  I  can 
hire,  I  believe,  Farmer  Brady's  chaife. 
So,  begging  you  will  not  take  it  amii's, 
I  fliall  ever  be 

*  Tour  dutiful fer<v ant. 

1  As  to  the  purfe,  Sir,  my  poor  father, 

*  to  be  lure,  won't  forgive  me,  if  I 
'  take  it,  till  he  can*  know  how  to  de- 

*  ferve  it :  which  is  impoflible/ 

So  he  has  juft  now  fentMrs.  Jervis  to 
tell  me,  That  fmce  I  am  refolved  to  go* 
go  I  may,  and  the  travelling  chariot  mail 
be  ready;  but  it  mall  be  worfe  for  me; 
for  that  he  will  never  trouble  himfelf 
about  me  as  long  as  he  Jives.  Well,  fo 
I  get  out  of  the  houfe,  I  care  not ;  only 
I  fhould  have  been  glad  I  could,  with 
innocence,  have  made  you,  my  dear  pa- 
rents, happy. 

I  cannot  imagine  the  reafon  of  it,  but 
John,  who  I  thought  was  gone  with  my 
laft,  is  but  now  going ;  and  he  fends  to 
know  if  I  have  any-thing  elfe  to-  carry. 
So  I  break  off  to  fend  you  this  with  the 
former. 

I  am  now  preparing  for  my  journey, 
and  about  taking  leave  of  my'good  fel- 
low-fervants  :  and  if  I  hav^  not  time  to 
write,  I  mutt  tell  you  the  reft,  when  I  am 
fo  happy  as  to  be  with  you. 

One  word  more  :  I  ilip  in  a  paper  of 
verfes,  on  my  going;  fad  poor  ftuff!  but 
as  they  ccmefrom  me,  you'll  not  diflike 
them,  may-be.  I  fhewed  them  lo  Mrs. 
Jervis,  arid  fne  liked  them,  and  took  a 
copy ;  and  made  me  fing  them  to  her, 
and  in  the  green  -  room  too ;  but  I  looked 
into  the  cioiet  nrft.  I  will  only  add,  that 
I  am  your  dutiful  daughter. 

Let  me  juft  fay,  That  he  has  this  mo- 
ment fent  me  five  guineas  by  Mrs, 
Jervis,  as  a  prefent  for  my  pocket :  fo 
I  ilu.'.ll  be  very  rich  j  for  asjbe  brought 
them, 
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them,  I  thought  I  might  take  them. 
i  He  £iys  he  won't  lee  me :  and  I  may 
go  when  I  will  in  the  morning ;  and 
Lincolnlhire  Robin  mall  drive  me :  but 
he  is  fo  angry,  he  orders  that  nobody 
fhall  go  out  at  the  door  with  me,  not 
fo  much  as  into  the  coach -yard. 
Well !  I  can't  help  it,  not  I !  But  does 
uot  this  expofe  himfelf,  more  than 
me? 

But  John  waits,  and  I  would  have 
brought  this  and  the  other  myfelf; 
hut  he  lays,  he  has  put  it  up  among 
ether  things,  and  fo  can  take  both  as 
well  as  one. 

John  is  very  good,  and  very  honeft ;  I 
am  under  great  obligations  to  him. 
I'd  give  him  a  guinea,  now  I'm  fo 
rich,  if  I  thought  he'd  take  it.  I 
hear  nothing  of  my  lady's  c loath s, 
and  thofe  my  mailer  gave  me:  for  I 
told  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  would  not  take 
them  j  but  I  fancy,  by  a  word  or  two 
that  was  dropped,  they  will  be  fent 
after  me.  Dear  Sirs!  what  a  rich 
Pamela  you'll  have,  if  they  fhould! 
But  as  I  can't  wear  them,  if  they  do, 
I  don't  defire  diem ;  and  if  I  have 
them,  will  turn  them  into  money,  as 
I  can  have  opportunity.  Well,  no 
more — I'm  in  a  fearful  hurry  1 

VERSES  ON  MY  GOING  AWAY. 
i. 

J^T  Y  fellow-fervants  dear,  attend 

Tothefe  few  lines,  which  I  havepenn'd  : 

I'm  fure  they're  from  your  honeft  friend, 
And  wifher-well,  poor  Pamela. 

II. 

I  from  a  iiate,of  low  degree, 

ic'd  in  this  good  family^ 
Too  high  a  fate  for  humble  me, 

The  helplefs,  hopelefs  Pamela. 

III. 

Vet  though  my  happy  lot  was  fo, 
Toyfu),  i,  homeward  from  it  go, 
No  Jefs  content,  when  poor  and  low, 
Than  here  you  find  your  Pamela. 

IV. 

For  what  indeed  is  happinefs, 
But  confcious  innocence  and  peace? 
And  that's  a  treafure  I  poffefsj 

Thaijk  Heav'n  that  gave  it  Pamela. 

V. 

My  future  lot  I  cannot  know  : 
But  this  I'm  fure,  where-e'er  i  go, 
Whate'er  I  am,  whate'er  1  do, 
i'll  be  the  grateful  Pamela. 


VI. 

No  fad  regrets  my  heart  annoy, 
I'll  pray  f%-  all  your  peace  and  joy, 
From  mafter  high,  to  fcuil'on  boy, 

For  all  your  loves  to  Pamela. 

VII. 

One  t'  ing  or  two  I've  more  to  fayj 
God's  holy  will,  be  fure,  obey  5 
And  for  our  mafter  alway?  pray, 

As  ever  fhall  poor  Pamela. 

VIII. 

For,  Oh !   we  f\ty  fhould  the  great, 
Inftead  of  envying  their  eftatej 
Temptations  always  on  'em  wait, 

Exempt  from  which  are  fuch  as  we. 

IX. 

Their  riches,  gay  deceitful  fnares, 
Inlarge  their  fears,  increafe  their  cares: 
Their  fervants  joy  furpafies  theirsj 
At  leafr,  fo  judges  Pamela. 

X. 

Your  parents  and  relations  love: 
Let  them  your  duty  ever  prove; 
And  you'll  be  bleft  by  heav'n  above, 

As  will,  I  hope,  poor  Pamela. 

XI. 

For  if  afham'd  I  e'er  could  be 
Of  my  dear  parents  low  degree, 
What  lot  had  been  too  mean  forme, 

Unbleis'd,  unvirtuous  Pamela. 

XII. 

Thrice  happy  may  you  ever  be, 
Each  one  in  his  and  her  degree, 
And,  Sirs,  whene'er  you  think  of  me, 
Pray  for  content  to  Pamela. 

XIII. 

Pray  for  her  wi/h'd  content  and  peace; 
And  reft  aflur'd  ihe'Jl  never  ceafe, 
To  pray  for  all  your  joy's  increafet 
While  life  is  lent  to  Pamela. 

XIV. 

On  God  all  future  good  depends; 
Serve  him.    And  fo  my  fonnet  ends, 
With  thank-ye,  thank-ye,  honeft  frknds> 
For  all  your  loves  to  Pamela. 


HERE  it  is  neceflary  the  reader 
mould  know  that  the  fair  Pamela's 
trials  were  not  yet  over }  but  the  worn: 
were  to  come,  at  a  time  when  me  thought 
them  at  an  end,  and  that  fhe  was  return- 
ing to  hc-r  father:  for  when  her  mafter 
found  her  virtue  was  not  to  be  fub- 
dued,  and  he  had  in  vain  tried  to  conquer 
his  paffion  for  her,  being  a  gentleman  of 
pleafure  and  intrigue,  he  had  ordered  his 
Lincolnmire  coachman  to  bring  his  tra- 
velling chariot  from  thence,  not  caring  to 
tru.tt  his,  Bedfordshire  coachman,  who 
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with  the  reft  of  the  fervants,  fo  greatly 
loved  and  honoured  the  fair  damfei;  and 
having  given  him  inftructions  accord- 
ingly, and  prohibited  the  other  fervants, 
on  pretence  of  refenting  Pamela's  beha- 
viour, from  accompanying  her  any  part 
of  the  road,  he  drove  her  five  miles  on 
the  way  to  her  father's ;  and  then  turn- 
ing off,  crofTed  the  country,  and  carried 
her  onwards  towards  his  Lincolnfhire 
eftate. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  mef- 
fenger  of  her  letters  to  her  father,  who  fo 
often  pretended  bufinefs  that  way,  was 
an  implement  in  his  mailer's  hands,  and 
-employed  by  him  for  that  purpofe;  and 
always  gave  her  letters  firft  to  him,  and 
his  matter  ufed  to  open  and  read  them, 
and  then  fend  them  on;  by  which  means, 
as  he  hints  to  her  (as  ihe  obferves  in  one 
of  her  letters,  page  59)  he  was  no  it  ranger 
to  what  ihe  wrote.  Thus  every  way 
was  the  poor  virgin  befet:  and  the  whole 
will  fhew  the  bale  arts  of  defigning  men, 
to  gain  their  wicked  ends;  and  how  much 
it  behoves  the  fair- lex  to  ftand  upon  their 
guard  again  it  artful  contrivances,  efpe- 
cially  when  riches  and  power  confpire 
agaiuft  innocence,  and  a  low  eftate. 

A  few  words  more  will  be  neceflary  to 
make  the  fequel  better  underftood.  The 
intriguing  gentleman  thought  fit,  how- 
ever, to  keep  back  from  her  father  her 
three  laft  letters  j  in  which  me  men- 
tions his  concealing  himfelf  to  hear  her 
partitioning  out  her  cloaths,  his  laft  effort 
to  induce  her  to  ftay  a  fortnight,  his  pre- 
tended propofal  of  the  chaplain,  and  her 
hopes  of  fpcediiy  feeing  them,  as  alfo  her 
verfes;  and  to  iend4iimfelf  a  letter  to  her 
father,  which  is  as  follows  : 

f    COODMAN    ANDREWS, 

*  V7  O  U  will  wonder  to  receive  a  letter 
1  *  from  me.  But  I  think  I  am 
obliged  to  let  you  know,  that  I  have 
difcovered  the  itrange  correfpondence 
carried  on  between  you  and  your 
daughter,  fo  injurious  to  my  honour 
and  reputation,  and  which,  I  think,  you 
fhould  not  have  encouraged,  till  you 
knew  there  were  fumcient  grounds  for 
thofe  afperfions,  which  fhe  fo  plenti- 
fully calls  pon  me.  Something  pofli- 
bly  there  might  be  in  what  ihe  has 
written  from  time  to  time;  but,  believe 
me,  with  ail  her  pretended  fim.Viicity 
an.i  innocence,  I  never  knew  fo  much 
romantick  invention  as  flie  is  miurefs 


*  of.     In  fhort,  the  girl's  head's  turned 
c  by  romances,  and   fuch  i.dle  fluff,  to 

*  which  me  has  given  herfelf  up,  ever 

*  fmce  her  kind  lady's  death.     And  me 

*  affumes  airs?  as  if  fhe  was  a  minor  of 

*  perfection,  and  every-body  had  a  de- 

*  iign  upon  her. 

*  Don't  miftake  me,  however;    I  be- 

*  lieve  her  very  honeft,  and  very  virtu - 
1  ous  ;  but  I  have  found  out  alfo,  that  fhe 
'  is  carrying  on  a  fort  of  correfpondence, 
'  or  love  affair,  with  a  young  clergy- 
'  man,  that  I  hope  in  time  to  provide  for  j 

*  but  who,  at  prefent,  is  deftitute  of  any 

*  fubfiftence  but  my  favour:  and  what 
t  would  be  the  confequence,   can  you 
1  think,  of  two  young  folks,  who  haTe 
'  nothing  in  the  world  to  truft  to  of  their 
(  own,  to  come  together  with  a  family 

*  multiplying  upon  them,  before  they 

*  have  bread  to  eat  ? 

*  For  my  part  I  have  too  much  kind- 
1  nefs  to  them  both,  not  to  endeavour  to 

*  prevent  it,  if  I  can;  and  for  this  rea- 

*  ion  I  have  fent  her  out  of  his  way  for  a 

*  little  while,  till  I  can  bring  them  both 

*  to  better  confideration;  and  I  would 
'  not,  therefore,  have  you  be  iiuprized 
'  you  don't  fee  your  daughter  fo  fbon  as 
'  you  might  poifibly  expect. 

'  Yet  I  do  aflure  you  upan  ray  honour, 

*  that   me  (hail  be   fate  and  inviolate ; 
e  and  I  hope  you  don't  doubt  me,  not- 
1  withllandiag   any  airs  fhe  may   have 

*  given  herfelf,  upon  my  jocular  plea- 
f  fantry  to  her,  and  perhaps  a  iitr.ie  in- 
1  nccent  romping  with  her,  fo  ofual  with 
'  young  folks  of  the  two  iexes,  when 
'  they  have  been  lon^r  acquainted,  and 
1  grown  up  together;  for  pride  is  net  my 

.«  talent. 

'  As  G^e  is  a  mighty  letter-writer,  I 
c  hope  ihe  has  had  the  duty  to  apprise 
1  you  of  her  intrigue  with  the  young 

*  clergyman  ;  and  I  know  not  whether  it 

*  mc-ets  with  your  countenance:  but  now 
'  fhe  is  abfunt  fora  littb  while, (for  I icnov/ 
'  he  would  have  followed  her  to  your 
1  village,  if  fhe  had  gone  home;  and  there 

*  perhaps  they  would  have  ruined  one 

*  another  by  marrying,)  I  doubt  not  I 
{  mall  bring  him  to  fee  his  intereft,  and 
1  that  he  engages  not  before  he  knows 

*  how  to  providi   fbr  a  \vife:  and  when 

*  that  can  be  done,  let  them  come  to- 

*  gether  in  God's  nams,  for  me. 

'  I  expect  not  to  be  anfwer  ••.!  on  this 
{  head,  but  by  your  g?o  1  opinion,  in-i 

*  the  confidence  you  may  repcie  in  rav 

I  '  honoui • 
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*  honour:  being  your  hearty  friend  to 
6  ftr*veyou. 

'  P.  S,  I  find  my  man  John  has  been  the 
manager  of  the  correspondence,  in 
which  fuch  liberties  hive  been  taken 
with  me.  I  fliall  foon,  irj  a  manner 
that  becomes  me,  let  the  fancy  fel- 
low know  how  much  I  refent  his 
part  of  the  affair.  It  is  a  hard  thing, 
that  a  man  of  my  character  in  the 
world  fhould  be  ufed  thus  freely  by 
his  own  iervants,' 

It  is  eafy  to  guefe  at  the  poor  old  man's 
concern  upon  reading  this  letter,  from 
a  gentleman  of  fo  much  confideration. 
He  knew  not  what  courfe  to  take,  and 
had  no  manner  of  doubt  of  his  poor 
daughter's  innocence,  and  that  foul  play 
was  defigned  her.  Yet  he  fometimes 
hoped  the  beft,  and  was  ready  to  believe 
the  lurmifed  correspondence  between  the 
clergyman  and  her,  having  not  received 
the  letters  me  wrote,  which  would  have 
•cleared  up  that  affair. 

But,  after  all,  he  refolved,  as  well  to 
quiet  his  own  as  her  mother's  uneafmefs, 
to  undertake  a  journey  to  t'.ie  'fquire's; 
and  kaving  his  poor  wife  to  excufe  him 
to  the  farmer  who  employed  him,  he  fet 
out  that  very  evening,  late  as  it  was;  and 
travelling  all  night,  found  himfelf,  foon 
after  day-light,  at  the  gate  of  the  gentle- 
man, before  the  family  was  up :  and  there 
he  fat  down  to  reft  himfelf  till  he  mould 
fee  fomebody  ftirring. 

The  grooms  were  the  firft  he  faw, 
coming  out  to  water  their  horfesj  and  he 
afked,  in  fo  diftrefsful  amanner,  what  was 
become  of  Pamela,  that  they  thought 
him  crazy;  and  faid— *  Why  what  have 
you  to  do  with  Pamela,  old  fellpw  ? 
Get  out  of  the  horfes  way/ — *  Where 
is  your  m after  ?'  faid  the  poor  man : 
pray,  gentlemen,  don't  be  angry:  my 
heart's  almoft  broken.'-—4  He  never 
gives  any-thing  at  the  door,  I  affure 
you,'  fays  one  of  the  grooms;  *  fb  you 
lofe  your  labour.' — '  I  am  not  a  beg- 
gar^/,' faid  the  poor  old  man ;  '  I  want 
nothing  of  him,  but  my  Pamela:  O  my 
child!  my  child!' 

*  I'll  be  hanged,'  fays  one  of  them,  '  if 
this  is  not  Mrs.  Pamela's  father.' — 
Indeed,  indeed,'  Taid  he,  wringing  his 
hands,/  I  am;'  and  weeping.  '  Where 
'  is  my  child?  Where  is  my  Pamela  ?'-— 
<  Why,  father,'  faid  one  of  them,  *  we  beg 


your  pardon;  but  me  fs  gone  home  to 
you :  how  long  have  you  been  corn**  from 
home  ?' — «  O  !  but  lait  night,'  faid  he  * 
I  have  travelled  all  night:  is  the  fquire 
at  home,  or  is  he  not  ?'— *  Yes,  but  he 
is  not  ftirring  though,'  faid  the  groom, 
as   yet.' — c  Thank  God,  for   that!' 
faid  he;  *  thank  God  for  that !  Then  t 
hope  I  tnay  be  permitted  to  fpeak  to 
him  anon.'    They  aiked  him  to  go  inr 
and  he  ttepped  into  the  ftable,  and  fat 
down  on  the  ftairs  there,  wiping  his  eyes, 
and  fighing  fo  fadly,  that  it  grieved  the 
fervants  to  hear  him. 

The  family  was  foon  raifed,  with  a 
report  of  Pamela's  father -com  ing  to  inv 
quire  after  his  daughter;  and  the  maids 
would  fain  have  had  him  go  into  the 
kitchen.     But  Mrs.  Jervis,  having  been 
told  of  his  coming,  arofc,  and  haftened 
down  to  her  parlour,  and  took  him  in 
with  her,  and  there  heard  all  his  fad  ftory, 
and  read  the  letter.     She  wept  bitterly, 
but  yet  endeavoured  before  him  to  hide 
her  concern  :  and  faid — '  Well,  Good- 
man Andrews,  I  cannot  help  weeping 
at  your  grief;  but  I  hope  there  is  no 
occafion.    Let  no-body  fee  this  letter, 
whatever  you  do.     I  dare  fay  your 
daughter  is  fafe.' 

«  Well,  but,'  faid  he,  <  I  fee,^o«,  Ma-- 
dam, know  nothing  about  her : — if  all 
was  right,  fo  good  a  gentlewoman  as 
you  are,  would  not  have  been  a  ftranger 
to  this.  To  be  fure,  you  thought  me 
was  with  me!' 

Said  me — 'My  m  after  does  not  always 
inform  his  fervants  of  his  proceedings; 
but  you  need  not  doubt  his  honour. 
You  have  his  hand  fdr  it:  and  you  may 
fee  he  can  have  no  defign  upon  her,  be- 
caufe  he  is  not  from  hence,  and  does 
not  talk  of  going  hence.' — '  O  that  is 
all  I  have  to  hope  for !'  faid  he ;  *  that  is 
all,  indeed ! — But,'  faid  he — and  was 
going  on,  when  the  report  of  his  coming 
had  reached  the  fquire,  who  came  down 
in  his  morning-gown  and  flippers,  into 
the  parlour,  where  he  and  Mrs.  Jervia 
were  talking. 

*  What's  the  matter,  Goodman  An- 
drews,' faid  he ;  *  what's  the  matter  ?'— « 
O  my  child  T  laid  $w  good  old  man  ; 
give  me  my  child !  I  befeech  you,  Sir.* 
— '  Why,  I  thought/  fays  the  fquire, 
that  I  had  Satisfied  you  about  her:  fure 
you  have  not  the  letter  I  fent  you, 
written  with  my  own  hand.' — '  Yes, 
yes,  but  I  have,  Sir,'  faid  hej  '  and 

<  that 


*  that  brought  me  hither;  and  I  have 
4  walked  all  night/ — '  Poor  man,'  re- 
turned he,  with  great  feeming  compaf- 
lion,  *  I  am  lorry  tor  it,  truly!  Why  your 
'  daughter  has  made  a  ftrange  racket  in 
'  my  family;  and  it'  I  thought  it  would 

*  have  disturbed  you  fo  much,  I  would 
'  have  e'en  let  her  gone  home;  but  what  I 
'  did  was  to  ferve  her,  andjrou  too.  She 
'  is  very  fate,  I  do  aifjre  you,  Goodman 
1  Andrews;  and  you  may  take  ieiy  ho- 

*  nour  for  it,  I  would  not  injure  her  tor 

*  the  world. — Do  you  think  I  would, 
(  Mrs.  Jervis?' — *  No,  I  hope  not;  Sir,' 

•faid  me/ — *  Hope  not  /'  faid  the  poor  man; 
•*  fo  did  I  :  but  pray,  Sir,  give  me  my 
'  child;  that's  all  I  defire^  and  I'll  take 

*  care   no  clergyman  mall  come  near 

*  her/ 

4  Why,  London  is  a  great  way  off,' 
faid  the  fquire,  *  and  I  can't  fend  for  her 
1  back  prefently/ — c  What,  then,'  faid 
he,  *  have  you.  fent  my  poor  Pamela  to 
4  London  ?' — '  I  would  not  have  it  faid 
4  fo,\ replied  the  fquire;  *  but  I  afilre 

*  you  upon  my  honour,  me  is  quite  fafe 
"'  and  fatisfied,  and  will  quickly  inform 

*  you  of  it  by  letter.    She  is  in  a  reputa- 

*  ble  family,  no  lefs  than  a  bi (hop's,  a:sd 

*  is  to  wait  on  his  lacty,  till  I  get  the 
1  matter  over  that  I  mentioned  to  you/ 

*  O  how  fliall  I  know  this,'  replied 
lie.—*  What!'  faid  the  fquire,  pret .-'-.  f- 
. ing  anger,  '  am  I  to  bz  doubted? — Do 

*  you  believe  I  can  have  any  view  upoa 

*  your  daughter?  And  if  I  had,  do  yo  a 

*  think  I  would  take  fuch  method  as 
4  thefe  to  effect  it  ? — Why,  furely,  man, 

*  thou  forgetteft  whom  thou  talkeft  to!' — 

*  O  Sir,'   faid  he,  *  I  beg  your  pardon; 

*  but  confider,  my  dear  child  is  in  the. 
4  cafe:  let  me  know  but  what  bifhop, 

*  and  where;  and  I  will  travel  to  London 

*  on  foot,  to  fee  my  daughter,  and  then 
«  mall  be  fatisfied/ 

4  Why,  Goodman  Andrews,  I  think 

*  thou  haft  read  romances  as  well  as  thy 

*  daughter,  and  thy  head's  turned  witk 
"*  them.     May   I   not  have  my   word 

4  taken  ?  Do  you  think  once  more,  I 
4  would  offer  any  thing  diihonourable  to 

*  your   daughter?    Is  there  any  thing 
4  looks  like  it? — Pr'ythee,  man,  recol- 

*  kcl:  a  little  who  I  am;  and  if  I  am  not 

*  to  be  believed,  what  fignifies  talking?' 
— *  Why,  Sir,'  faid  he,  4  pray  forgive 
4  me:  but  there  is  no  harm  to  fay,  what 
•*  biftiop's,  or  where- abouts  ?' — 4  What, 
4  and  fo  you'd  go  troubling  his  lord&ip 
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*  with  your  impertinent  fears  and  ftories  1 
4  Will  you  be  iiitisfiecl,  if  you  have  a  let- 

*  ter  from  her  within  a  week,  it  may  be 
4  lefs,  if  me  be  not  negligent,  to  allure 

*  you  ill  is  well  with  her  ?' — *  Why  that,' 
faid  tae  poor  man,  4  will  be  fome  com- 
'  fort/—'  Weil  then,'  faid  the  gentle- 
maa,  '  I  can't  aniwer  for  her  negligence, 
4  if  me  don't  write: — and  if  me  mould 
4  fend  a  letter  to  you,  Mrs.  Jervis,  (fot 
4  1  defk e  not  to  fee  it;  I  have  had  trouble 
4  enough  abo-Jtner  already)  be  fureyou 

*  fena  it  by  a  man  and  horfe  the  moment 
4  you  receive  it/ — 4  T»  be  lure  I  will,' 
anfwtred  ihe. — '  Thank  your  honour,' 
faid  the  good  mant  4  and  then  I  muft 
4  wait  with  as  much  patience  as  I  can 
4  for  a  week,  which  will  be  a  year  to 
4  me/ 

4  I  tell  you,'  faid  the  gentleman,  4  it 
4  muft  be  her  own  fault  if  (lie  dor/t 

*  write;  for  'tis  what  I  infiited  upon  fox 
4  my  own  reputation;  and  I  fhan't  itir 
4  from  tin's  iuufe,  I  allure  you,  till  me  is 
4  heard  from,  and  chat  to  fatisfaclion/— - 
4  God  blefs  your  honour,'1  faid  the  poor 
man,  4  as  you  fay  and  mean  truth/-— 
4  Amen^  AmentjSoodtrAD  Andrews,'  faid 
he;    '  you   fee   I  am  not  afraid  to  fay 
4  Amen. — So, Mrs.  Jervis,make  the  good 
4  man  as  welcome  &s  you  can ;  and  let 
4  me  have  no  uproar  about  the  matter/ 

He  then,  whifpering  her,  bid  her  give 
him  a  couple  of  guineas  to  bear  his 
charges  home;  telling  inrn,  he  mould  be 
welcome  to  ftay  there,  till  the  letter  came, 
if  he  would ;  and  be  a  witnefs,  that  he  in- 
tended honourably,  and  not  to  ftir  from 
his  houfe  for  one  while. 

The  poor  old  man  Ibid  and  dined  with 
Mrs.  Jervis,  with  fome  tolerable  eafe  of 
mind,  in  hopes  to  hear  from  his  beloved 
daughter,!!)  a  tew  days;  and  then  accept- 
ing the  prelent,  returned  for  his  own 
houfe,  and  reiblved  to  be  as  patient  as 
poffiblw 

Meantime  Mrs,  Jervis,. and  all  the  fa- 
mily, were  in  the  utmoft  grief  for  the 
trick  put  upon  poor  Pamela ;  and  me 
and  the  fteward  reprefented  it  to  their 
Kiafter  in  as  moving  terms  as  they  durll: 
but  were  forced  to  reft  fatisfied  with  his 
general  aflurances  of  intending  her  no 
harm;  which,  however,  Mrs.  Jervis  little 
believed  from  the  pretence  he  had  made 
in  his  letter,  of  the  correfpondence.  be- 
tween Pamela  and  the  young  parlors j 
which  me  knew  to  be  all  mere  invention., 
though  flie  durft  not  fay  fo. 

I  a  But 
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But  the  week  after,  they  were  made  a 
little  more  eafy  by  the  following  letter, 
brought  by  an  unknown  hand,  and  left 
for  Mrs.  Jervis;  which,  how  procured, 
•will  be  ihewn  in  the  iecjutl. 

'    DEAR   MRS.  JJERVIS, 

*  ]  Have  been  ^vilely  tricked,  and,  fn- 
*  ftead  of  being  driven  by  Robin  to 
"7  my  dear  father's,  /  am  carried  off,  to 
where,  I  have  no  liberty  to  tell.  How- 
ever, I  am  at  piffent  not  uieJ  hardly, 
in  the  main;  and  I  write  to  beg  of  you  to 
let  my  dear  father  and  mother  (whofe 
hearts  mufl  be  well-nigh  broken)  know 
that  I  am  well,  and  that  I  am,  and  by 
the  grace  of  God,  ever  will  be,  their 
honelt,  as  well  as,  dutiful  daughter,  and 
your  obliged  friend, 

*  "PAMELA  ANDREWS. 

'  I  muft  neither  fend  date  nor  place :  bat 
have  molt  folemn  affirances  of  ho- 
nourable ufage.  "This  is  the  only 
time  my  Ic-iv  eftate  has  been  trouble- 
feme  to  me.  fmce  it  has  fuhjetted  me 
"tf>  the  frights  I  ha<ve  undergone. 
Lave  to  your  good  felf,  and  all  my 
dt1';rfeil:j<iv-fer<vants.  Adieu !  Adieu! 
hut  pray  for  poor  PAMELA." 

Thi$,though  it  quieted  not  entirely  their 
apprehenfions,  was  (hewn  to  the  whole 
family,  and  to  the  gentleman  himfelf,  who 
pretended  not  to  know  how  it  came;  and 
Mrs.  Jervis  fent  it  away  to  ihe  good  old 
folks;  v/ho  at  firii  fufpe6led  it  was  forg- 
ed, and  not  their  daughter's  hand  ;  but, 
finding  the  contrary,  they  were  a  little. 
eafier  to  h'er.r  (he  was  alive  and  honett : 
and  having  inquired  of  all  their  acquaint- 
ance what  could  be  done,  and  no  one  be- 
ing able  to  put  them  in  a  way  how  -to 
proceed,  with  efftft,  on  fo  extraordinary 
an  pccaiion,  againft  fo  rich  and  fo  refo- 
.  lute  a  gentleman ;  and  being  afraid  to 
make  matters  worfe,  (though  they  faw 
plainly  enough, that  (he  wasinnobimop's 
family,  and  fo  miftruiied  all  the  reil  of 
his  ftoryj)  they  applied  themfelves  to 
prayers  for  their  poor  daughter,  and  for 
a  happy  iff  e  to  an  affair  that  almoftdif- 
tracled  them. 

We  fnall  now  leave  the  honeft  old  pair, 
praying  for  their  ck-u  Pamela ;  and  return 
to  the  a:,  count  me  her(el£  gives  of  all  this ; 
having  written  it  journal  wife,  to  amufe 
and  employ  her  time,  in  hopes  fome  op- 
portunity might  offer  to  fend  it  to  her 


friends,  and,  as  was  her  ccmftant  vierr, 
that  ihe  might  afterwards  thankfully 
look  back  upon  the  dangers  (he  had  ef- 
caped,  when  they  (hould  be  happily  over- 
blown, as  in  time  (he  hoped  they  would 
be;  and  that  then  (lie  mipht  examine, 
and  either  approve  or  repent  of  her  own 
conduct  in  them. 


LETTER     XXXIf. 

0  MV  DEAREST  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

LET  me  write,  and  bewail  my  mife- 
rable  hard  fate,  though  I  have  no 
hope  how  what  I  write  cnn  be  conveyed 
to  your  hands  ! — I  have  now  nothing  to 
do,  but  write  and  weep,  and  fear  and 
pray !  But  yet  what  car,  I  hope  for,  when 

1  icem  to  be  devoted,  as  a  victim  to  the 
will  of  a  wicked  violator  of  all  the  law* 
of  God  and  man  ! — 'JBut,  gracio  s  Hea- 
ven, forgive  me  my  rafhnefs  and  de- 
fpondency!  O  let  me  not  fin  againft 
thee;  for  thou  beft  knoweft  what  is 
fitteft  for  thy  poor  handmaid ! — And  as 
thou  fuffereft  not  thy  poor  creatures  to 
be  tempted  above  what  they  can  bear,  I 
will  refign  myfeif  to  thy  good  pleafureT 

And  ftill,  I  hot  e,  ddperate  as  my  con- 
dition feems,  that  as  thefe  trials  are  not  of 
my  own  feeking,  nor  the  effefts  of  my 
pre'fumption  and  vanity,  I  (hall  beenabled 
to  overcome  them,  and,  in  God's  own 
good  time,  be  delivered  from  them. 

Thus  do  I  pray  imperfectly,  a»  I  am 
forced  by  my  diftrafting  fears  and  appre- 
henfions ;  and  O  join  with  me,  my  dear 
parents ! — But,  alas !  how  can  youknow, 
how  can  I  reveal  to  you,  the  dreadful 
fituation  of  your  poor  daughter !  The 
unhappy  Pamela  may  be  undone  (which 
God  forbid,  aful  foorier  deprive  me  of 
life ! )  before  you  can  know  her  hard 
lot! 

O  the  unparalleled  wickednefs,  ftra- 
tagems,  and  devices,  of  thofe  who  call 
themfelves  gentlemen,  yet  pervert  the  de- 
fign  of  Providence,  in  giving  them  ample 
means  to  do  good,  to  their  own  everlail- 
ing  perdition,  and  the  ruin  of  poor  op- 
prefied  innocence ! 

BUT  now  I  will  tell  you,  what  has  be- 
fallen me;  and  yet,  how"  (hall  you  re- 
ceive it  ?  Here  is  no  honeft  John  to  cany 
my  letters  to  you !  And,  befides  I  am 
watched  in  all  my  fteps ;  and  no  doubt 
(hall  be,  till  my  hard  fate  may  ripen  his 

wicked 


wicked  projecls  for  rhy  ruin.  I  will 
every  day,  however,  write  my  fad  flate ; 
aii  i  tome  way,  perhaps, rmay  be  opened 
to  lend  the  melancholy  fcribble  to  you. 
Bu*:,  alas !  when  you  know  it,  what  will 
it  -IIL  aggravate  yeur  troubles?  For, 

0  !   what  cau  the  abject  poor  do  againll 
th>  mighty  rich,  when  they  are  deter- 
mined to  opprefs  ? 

Well,  but  I  muft  proceed  o  write  what 

1  h.ui  hoped  to  tell  you  in  a  few  hours, 
when  I  believed  I  fhould  receive  your 
grateful  bleffings,   on  my  return  to  you 
from  fo  many  hardfhips. 

I  will  begin  with  my  account  from  the 
laft  letter  I  wrote  you,  in  which  I  ia- 
clofecl  my  poor  fluff  of  verfes  ;  and  con- 
tinue it  at  times,  as  I  have  opportunity ; 
though,  as  I  (aid,  I  know  not  how  it  can 
reach  you. 


THE  long-hoped-for Thurfday morn- 
ing came,  when  I  was  to  fet  out.    I  had 
taken  my  leave  of  my  fellow-fervants 
over-night;  and  a  mournful  leave  it  was 
to  us  all :  for  men,  as  well  as  womtn- 
fervants,  wept  much  to  part  with  me  5 
an>l,  for  my  part,   I  was  overwhelmed 
with  tears,  and  the  affe6ting  intlances  of 
their  efteem.  They  all  would  have  made 
me  little  prefents,  as  tokens  of  their  love  ; 
but  I  would  not  take  any-thing  from  the 
lower  fervants,  to  be  lure.     But  Mr. 
Longman  would  have  me  accept  of  fe- 
veral  yards  of  Holland,  and  a  filver  fnuff- 
box,  and  a  gold  ring,  which  he  deiired 
me  to  keep  for  his  lake ;    and  he  wept 
over  me;  but  faid — '  I  am  fure  fb  good 
a  maiden  God  will  blefs  ;  and  though 
you  return  to  your  poor  father  again, 
and  his  low  eilate,  yet  Providence  will 
find  yoj  out :  remember  I  tell  you  fo ; 
and  one  day,  though  I  mayn't  live  to 
fee  it,  you  will  be  rewarded.1 
I  laid — '  O  dear  Mr.  Longman,  you 
make  me  too  rich,  and  too  mocly ;  and 
yet  I  muft  be  a  beggar  before  my  time : 
*  for  I  ihall  want  often  to  be  leribbling,' 
(little  thinking  it  would  be  my  only  em- 
ployment fo  foori)  '  and  I  will  beg  you, 
Sir,  to  favour  me  with  fome  paper; 
and  as  foon  as  I  get  home,  I  will  write 
you  a  letter,  to  tfiank  you  for  all  your 
kindnefs  to  me;  and  a  letter  to  good 
Mrs.  Jervis  too.' 

This  was  lucky;  for  I  mould  have 
had  none  elfe,  but  at  the  pleafure  of  my 
rough -riatured  governefs,  as  I  may  call 
her;  but  now  I  can  write  to  eafe  my 
samd,  though  I  caa't  fend  it  to  you  \  and 
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write  what  I  pleafe,  for  me  knows  not 
how  well  I  am  provided :  for  good  Mr. 
Longman  gave  me  above  forty  meets  of 
paper,  and  a  do?en  pens,  and  a  little  phial 
of  ink's  which  laft  I  wrapped  in  paper, 
and  put  in  my  pocket  j  and  forne  wax 
and  wafers. 

*  O  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you  have  fet  me 
1  up !  How  mall  I  requite  you  ?'  He  faid 
— <  By  a  kifs,  my  fair  miih-efs/  And  I 
gave  it  very  willingly;  for  he  is  a  good 
old  man. 

Rachel  and  Hannah  cried  fadly,  when 
J  took  my  leave  ;  and  Jane,  who  fome- 
times  ufed  to  be  a  little  croffim,  and  Cicely 
too,  wept  fadly,  and  faid  they  would  pray 
for  me ;  but  poor  Jane,  I  doubt,  will  for- 
get that ;  for  me  ieidom  fays  her  prayers 
for  herfelf :  more's  the;pity  ! 

Then  Arthur  the  gardener,  our  Robin 
the  coachman,  and  Lincolnshire  Robin 
too,  who  was  to  carry  me,  were  very  civilj 
and  both  had  tears  in  their  eyes ;  which 
I  thought  then  very  good-natured  in 
Lincolnshire  Robin,  becaufe  he  knew  but 
little  of  me. — But  fmce,  I  find  he  might 
well  be  concerned ;  for  he  had  then  his 
inflructions,  it  feems,  and  knew  how  he 
was  to  be  a  means  to  entrap  me. 

Then  our  other  three  footmen,  Harry* 
Ifuac,  and  Benjamin,  and  grooms,  and 
helpers,  were  very  mivh  affecled  like- 
wife;  and  the  poor  little  fcullion-boy, 
Tommy,  was  ready  to  run  over  for 
grief. 

They  had  got  all  together  over-night, 
expecting  to  be  differently  employed  in 
the  morning;  and  they  all  begged  to 
make  hands  with  me,  and  I  kilted  the 
maidens,  and  prayed  to  God  to  blefs 
them  all ;  and  thanked  them  for  all  their 
love  and  kindneffes  to  me :  and  indeed  I 
w:<s  forced  to  leave  them.iooner  than  I 
would,  became  I  could  not  Itand  it :  in- 
deed I  could  not.  Harry  (I  could  not 
have  thought  it ;  for  he  is  a  little  wiidifh, 
they  fay)  cried  till  he  fobbed  again.  John, 
poor  honeft  John,  was  not  then  coma 
back  from  you.  But  as  for  the  butler, 
Mr.  Jonathan,  he  could  not  flay  in  com- 
pany. 

I  thought  to  have  told  you  a  deal  aUout 
this  ;  but  I  have  worfe  things  to  employ 
my  thought?. 

Mrs.  Jervis,  good  Mrs.  Jervis,  cried 
all  night  long  ;  and  1  comforted  her  all 
I  could  :  and  me  made  me  promife,  that 
if  my  mailer  went  to  London  to  attend 
parliament,  or  to  Lincolnfhire,  L  would 
come  and  (lay  a  week  with  her :  and  me 

would 
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would  have  given  me  money ;  but  I  would 
not  take  it. 

Well,  next  morning  came,  and  I 
wondeied  I  faw  nothing  of  poor  honeft 
John  ;  for  I  waited  to  take  leave  of  him, 
and  thank  him  for  all  his  civilities  tome 
aud  to  you  :  but  I  fuppofe  he  was  fent 
farther  by  my  mafter,  and  fo  could  not 
return ;  and  I  defired  to  be  remembered 
to  him. 

And  when  Mrs.  Jervis  told  me  with  a 
fad  heart,  the  chariot  was  ready  with 
four  horfes  to  it,  I  was  juft  upon  finking 
into  the  ground,  though  I  wanted  to  be 
with  you. 

My  mafter  was  above- ftairs,  and  ne- 
rer  afked  to  fee  me..  I  was  glad  of  it  in 
the  main ;  but  he  knew,  falfe  heart  as 
he  is !  that  I  was  not  to  be  out  of  his 
reach.— O  preferve  me,  Heaven,  from 
Kis  power,  and  from -his  wickednefs ! 

Well,  they  were  not  fuffered  to  go 
with  me  one  ftep,  as  I  writ  to  you  before ; 
far  he  itood  at  the  window  to  fee  me  go. 
And  in  the  paffage  to  the  gate,  out  of  his 
fight,  there  they  ftood  all  of  them,  in 
two  rows;  and  we  could  fay  nothing  on 
fcoth  fides,  but — '  God  blefs  you !'  and 
*  Gad  blefs  you  P  But  Harry  carried 
my  own  bundle,  my  third  bundle,  as  I 
was  ufed  to  call  it,  to  the  coach,  and 
Ibme  plum-cake,  and  diet-bread,  made 
for  me  over -night,  and  fome  fweet- 
meats,  and  fix  bottles  of  Canary  wine, 
which  Mrs.  Jervis  would  make  me  take 
In  a  balket  to  chear  our  hearts  now-and- 
then,  when  we  got  together,  as  me  faid. 
And  I  kiflfed  all  the  maids  again,  and 
{hook  hands  with  the  men  again ;  but 
Mr.  Jonathan  and  Mr.  Longman  were 
not  there ;  and  then  I  tripped  down  the 
fteps  to  the  chariot,  Mrs.  Jervis  crying 
moft  fadly. 

I  looked  up  when  I  got  to  the  chariot, 
and  I  faw  my  rnafter  at  the  window,  in 
his  gown;  and  I  curtfeyed  three  times 
to  him  very  low,  and  prayed  for  him 
with  my  hands  lifted  up ;  for  I  could  not 
fpeak;  indeed  I  was  not  able:  and  he 
bowed  his  head  to  me,  which  made  me 
then  very  glad  he  would  take  fuch  no- 
tice of  me;  and  in  I  ftepped,  and  was 
ready  to  burft  with  grief;  and  could 
only,  till  Robin  began  to  drive,  wave  rny 
white  handkerchief  to  them,  wet  with  my 
tears;  and  at  laft,  away  he  drove  Jehu- 
like,  as  they  fay,  out  of  the  court-yard. 
And  I  too  foon  found  I  had  caufc  for 
greater  and  deeper  grief. 


<  Well,'  faid  i  to  myfelf,  •  at  this 
4  rate  I  mall  foon  be  with  my  dear  fa- 

*  ther  and  mother;'  and  till  I  had  got, 
as  I  fuppcied,  half- way,  I  thought  of  the 
good  friends  I  had  left ;  and  when,  on 
flopping  for  a  little  bait  to  the  horfes, 
Robin  told  me,  I  was  near  half-way,  I 
thought  it  was  high  time  to  wipe  my 
eyes,  and  think  to  whom  I  was  going; 
as  then — *  Alack  for  me  T  J  thought.  So 
I  began  to  ponder  what  a  meeting  I 
mould  have  with  you ;  how  glad  you'd 
both  be  to  fee  me  come  fafe  and  inno- 
cent to  youi  after  all  my  dangers;  and 
fo  I  began  to  comfort  myfelf,  and  to 
banifh  the  other  gloomy  fide  from  my 
mind;  though,  too,  it  returned  ncw-and- 
then  ;  for  I  mould  be  ungrateful  not  to 
love  them  for  their  love. 

Well,  I  believe  I  fet  out  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  I  wondered, 
and  wondered,  when- it  was  about  two, 
as  I  faw  by  a  church-dial  in  a  little  vil- 
lage as  we  paffed  through,  that  I  was  ftill 
more  and  more  out  of  my  knowledge. 

*  Hey-day,'  thought  I,  *  to  drive  this 
1  ftrange  pace,  and  to  be  fo  long  a  go- 

*  ing  a  little  more  than  twenty  miles,  is 
'  very  odd!  But,  to  be  fure,'  thought  I, 

*  Robin  knows  the  way.' 

At  laft  he  Hopped,  and  looked  about 
him,  as  if  he  was  at  a  lofs  fur  the  road  ; 
and  I  faid — *  Mr.  Robert,  fure  you  are 
'  out  of  the  way !' — '  I'm  afraid  I  am,' 
faid  he.  *  But  it  can't  be  much;  I'll 

*  afk  the  firft  perfon  I  fee.'—'  Pray  do,' 
faid  I;  and  he  gave  his  horfes  a  mouth- 
ful of  hay ;  and  I  gave  him  fome  cake, 
and  two  glaffes  of  Canary  wine;    and 
flopped  about  half  an  hour  in  all .    Then 
he  drove  on  very  faft  again, 

I  had  fo  much  to  think  of,  of  the  dan- 
gers I  now  doubted  not  I  had  efcaped,  of 
the  loving  friends  I  had  left,  and  my 
beft  friends  I  was  going  to;  and  the 
many  things  I  had  to  relate  to  you ;  that 
I  the  lefs  thought  of  the  way,  till  I  was 
ftartled  out  of  my  meditations  by  the 
fun  beginning  to  let,  and  ftill  the  man 
driving  on,  and  his  horfes  fweating  and 
foaming;  and  then  I  began  to  be  a- 
larmed  all  at  once,  and  called  to  him  9 
and  he  faid  he  had  horrid  ill-luck,  for  he 
had  come  feveral  miles  out  of  the  way, 
but  was  now  right,  and  mould  get  iri 
ftill  before  it  was  quite  dark.  My  heart 
began  then  to  mifgive  me  a  little,  and  I 
was  very  much  fatigued ;  for  I  had  no 
fleep  for  jfeveral  nights  before,  to  fignifyj 
and  at  laft  I  faid— .'  Pray,  Mr.  Robert, 

*  there 
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f  there  is  a  town  before  us,  what  do  you 

*  call  it  ? — If  we  are  fo  much  out  of  the 

*  way,  we  had  better  put  up  there,  for 
'  the  night  comes  on  apace.  —  And, 
'  Lord  protect  me!'  thought  I,  '  I  mall 

*  have  new  dangers,  may-hap,  to  en- 
'  counter  with  the  man,  who  have  ef- 
'  caped  the  majier." — little  thinking  of 
the  bafe  contrivance  of  the  latter. — Says 
he — *  I  am  jurt  there  :  'tis  but  a  mile  on 
«  one  fide  of  the   town   before  us.' — 

*  Nay/  faid  I,  *  I  may  be  miftaken ;  for 

*  it  is  a  good  while  iince  I  was  this  way ; 

*  but  I  am  fare  the  face  of  the  country 

*  here  is  nothing  like  what  I  remember 

*  it/ 

He  pretended  to  be  much  out  of  hu- 
mour with  himfeif  for  miftaking  the 
way,  and  at  laft  flopped  at  afarm-houfe^ 
about  two  miles  beyond  the  village  I  hid 
feen;  and  it.  was  then  almoft  dark,  and 
he  alighted,  and  faid — '  We  mutt  make 
'  fliift  here;  for  I  am  quite  out,' 

'  Lord/  thought  I,  *  be  good  to  the 

*  poor  Pamela !  More  trials  ftill  '.—What 
'  will  befal  me  next  P 

The  farmer's  wife,  and  maid,  and 
daughter,  came  out ;  and  the  wife  faid — 
c  What  brings  you  this  way  at  this  time 

*  of  night,  Mr.  Robert?  And  with  a 

*  lady  too  ?' — Then  I  began  to  be  fright- 
ened out  of  my  wits  ;  and,  laying  mid- 
dle and  both  ends  together,  I  fell  a  cry- 
ing, and  faid-—'  God  give  me  patience  ! 

'(  I  am  undone  for  certain! — Pray,  mif- 

*  trefs/  faid  I,  '  do  you  know  Squire 
<  B of  Bedfordshire?' 

The  wicked  coachman  would  have 
prevented  the  anfvvering  me;  but  the 
fimple  daughter  faid — '  Know  his  wor- 

*  fhip!  yes,  furely!  why  he  is  my  fa- 
c  ther's   landlord.'  —  '   Well/    faid   I, 
'  then  I  am  undone,  undone,  for  ever !— - 

*  O  wicked  wretch !  what  have  I  done 
'  to  you/  faid  I  to  the  coachman,  *  to 
'  ferve  me  thus  ? — Vile  tool  of  a  wicked 
«  matter  P— <  Faith/  faid  the  fellow,  «  I 

*  am  forry  this  tafk  was  put  upon  me : 
c  but  I  could  not  help  it.    But  make  the 

*  beft  of  it  now  ;  here  ai'e  very  civil  re- 
f  putable  folks  ;  and  you'll  be  fafe  here, 
'  I'll  aff  re  you.'  — '  Let  me  get  out/ 
faid  I,  '  and  I'll  walk  back  to  the  town 

*  we  came  through,  late  as  it  is  :— for  I 
'  will  not  en^er  here/ 

Said  the  rammer's  wife — '  You'll  be 
c  very  well  ufed  here,  I'll  aflure  you, 

*  young  gentlewoman,  and  have  better 

*  conveniences  th^n  any  where  in  the  vil- 

*  lage/— '  I  matter  not  conveniences/ 


faid  I :  *  I  am  betrayed  and  undone  !  As 

*  you  have  a  daughter  of  your  O-IVK,  pi- 
'  ty  me,  and  let  me  know,  if  your  land- 
'  lord,  as  you  call  him,  be  here  P — *  No, 
c  I'll  affure  you  he  is  not/  laid  (lie. 

And  then  came  the  farmer,  a  good- 
like  fort  of  man,  grave,  and  well-be- 
haved ;  and  fpoke  to  me  in  fuch  fort,  as 
made  me  a  little  pacified;  and  feeing  no 
help  for  it,  I  went  in ;  and  the  wife  im- 
mediately conducted  me  up-ftairs  to  the 
bell  apartment,  and  told  me,  that  was 
mine  as  long  as  I  ftaid;  and  nobody 
fliould  come  near  me  but  when  I  called1, 
I  threw  myfelf  on  the  bed  in  the  room, 
tired  and  frightened  to  death  almoft;  an<4 
gave  way  to  the  moil  excefiive  fit  of  grief 
that  I  ever  had. 

The  daughter  came  up,  and  faid,  Mr, 
Robert  had  given  her  a  letter  to  give  me; 
and  there  it  was.  I  railed  myfelf,  arwi 
law  it  was  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  wick- 
ed wretch  my  mafter,direcled — '  To  Mr?. 
'  Pamela  Andrews.'  This  was  a  little 
better  than  to  have  him  here;  though,  if 
he  had,  he  muft  have  been  brought 
through  the  air;  for  I  thought  I  was. 

The  good  woman  (for  I  began  to  fee 
things  about  a  little  reputable,  and  no 
guile  appearing  in  them,  but  rather  a 
face  of  grief  for  my  grief)  offered  me  a 
glafs  of  fome  cordial  water,  which  I  ac- 
cepted, for  I  was  ready  to  fink;  and  then 
I  fat  up  in  a  chair  a  little,  though  very 
faintifh:  and  they  brought  me  two  can- 
dles, and  lighted  a  brum-wood  £re;  and 
faid,  if  I  called,  I  mould  be  waited  on  in- 
ftantly;  and  fo  left  me  to  ruminate  on 
my  fad  condition,  and  to  read  my  let- 
ter, which  I  was  not  able  to  do  prefent- 
ly.  After  I  had  a  little  come  to  myfelf, 
I  found  it  to  contain  thefe  words. 

*   DEAR  PAMELA, 

'  HP  HE  paffion  I  have  for  yon,  and 
•^  your  obftinacy,  have  conitrained 
me  to  aft  by  you  in  a  manner  that  I 
know  will  occafion  you  great  trouble 
and  fatigue,  both  of  mind  and  body. 
Yet,  forgive  me,  my  dear  girl;  for  al- 
though I  have  taken  this  ftep,  I  will  by 
all  that's  good  and  koly!  ufe  you  ho\- 
nourably.  Suffer  not  your  fears  to 
tranfport  you  to  a  behaviour  that  will 
be  difreputable  to  us  both:  for  the 
place  where  you'll  receive  this,  is  a  farm, 
that  belongs  to  me ;  and  the  people,  ci- 
vil, honeit,  and  obliging. 
'  You  will  by  this  time  be  far  on  your 

*  way  to  the  place  I  have  allotted  for 

*  your 
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*  your  abode  for  a  few  weeks,  till  I  have 

*  managed  ibme  affairs,  that  will  make 
'  me  mew  myielf  to  you  in  a  much  dif- 

*  ferent  light,  than  you  may  p»flibly  ap- 
c  prehend  from  this  ram  action :  and  to 

*  convince,  you  that  I  mean  no  harm,  I 

*  do  a  flu  re  you,  that  the  houfe  you  are 

*  going  to  mall  be  fo  much  at  your  com- 

*  mand,  that  even  I  myielf  will  not  ap- 

*  proach  it  without  leave  from  you.     So 

*  make  yourlelf  eaiy;  be  diicreet  and 

*  prudent;  and  a  happier  turn  mall  re- 

*  ward  thefe  your  troubles,  than  you  may 
4  at  prefent  apprehend. 

'  Meantime  I  pity  the  fatigue  you  will 

*  have,  if  this  come  to  yo-ur  hand  in  the 
'  place  I  have  directed :  and  will  write 
'  to  your  father  to  fatisfy  him,  that  no- 

*  thing  but  what  is  honourable  mall  be 
e  offered  to  you,  by  your  pajjionate  ad- 

*  mirer  (fo  I  muft  jhle  mjfelf) 


*  Don't  think  hardly  of  poor  Robin  : 
you  have  fo  poflefled  all  my  iervants 
in  your  favour,  that  I  find  they  had 
rather  ferve  you  than  me ;  and  'tis  re- 
luctantly the  poor  fellow  undertook 
tliis  tai'k;  and  I  was  forced  to  fub- 
mit  to  allure  him  of  my  honourable 
intentions  to  you,  which  I  am  fully 
refolved  to  make  good,  if  you  com- 
pel me  not  to  a  contrary  conduct.* 

I  but  too  well  apprehended,  that  the 
letter  was  only  to  pacify  me  for  the  pre- 
fent;  but  as  my  danger  was  not  fo  im- 
mediate as  I  had  reafon  to  dread,  and  he 
had  promifed  to  forbear  coming  to  me, 
and  to  write  to  you,  my  dear  parents,  to 
quiet  your  concern,  I  was  a  little  more 
eafy  than  before :  and  I  made  a  mift  to 
eat  a  little  bit  of  boiled  chicken  they  had 
got  for  me,  and  drank  a  glafs  of  my  lack, 
and  made  each  of  them  do  fo  too. 

But  after  I  had  fo  done,  I  was  again 
a  little  fluttered ;  for  in  came  the  coach- 
man with  the  look  of  a  hangman,  I 
thought,  and  madam' d  me  up  ftrangely ; 
tellingme,  he  would  beg  me  to  get  ready 
to  purfue  my  journey  by  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  elfe  he  fhould  be  late  in.  I  was 
quite  grieved  at  this ;  for  I  began  not  to 
difiike  my  company,  confidering  how 
things  ftood;  and  was  in  hopes  to  get  a 
party  among  them,  and  fo  to  put  myfelf 
into  any  worthy  protection  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, rather  than  go  forward. 

WJien  he  withdrew,  I  began  to  tamper 


with  the  farmer  and  his  wife.  But, 
they  had  had  a  letter  delivered  them  at 
the  fame  time  I  had  •  fo  fecurely  had 
Lucifer  put  it  into  his  head  to  do  his 
work  j  and  they  only  fhook  their  heads, 
and  feemed  to  pity  me  ;  and  fo  I  was 
forced  to  give  over  that  hope. 

However,  the  good  farmer  mewed  mft 
his  letter;  which"  I  copied  as  follows: 
for  it  diicovers  the  deep  arts  of  this 
wicked  mailer;  and  how  refolved'  he 
leems  to  be  on  my  ruin,  by  the  pains  he 
took  to  deprive  me  of  all  hopes  of  freeing 
myfelf  from  his  power. 

'    FARMER   NORTON, 

'  T  Send  to  your  houfe,  for  one  night 
'  only,  a  young  gentlewoman,  much 
againft  her  will,  who  has  deeply  em- 
barked in  a  love  affair,  which  will  be 
her  ruin,  as  well  as  thi  perfon's  to 
whom  me  wants  to  betroth  herielf.  I 
have,  to  oblige  her  father,  ordered  her 
to  be  carried  to  one  of  my  houfes, 
where  (he  will  be  well  ufed,  to  try  if  by 
abfence,  and  expostulation  with  both, 
they  can  be  brought  to  know  their  own 
intereit:  and  I  am  fure  you  will  ufe 
her  kindly  for  my  fake  :  for  excepting 
this  matter,  'which  Jhe  will  not  o<wn, 
me  does  not  want  prudence  and  dif- 
cretion.  I  will  acknowledge  any  trou- 
ble you  ihall  be  at  in  this  matter  the 
firfl  opportunity  j  and  am 

'  Tour  friend  andfer<vant** 

He  had  faid,  too  cunningly  for  me, 
that  I  would  not  own  this  pretended  love 
affair ;  fo  that  he  had  provided  them  riot 
to  believe  me,  fay  what  I  would  ;  and  as 
they  were  his  tenants,  who  all  love  him 
(for  he  has  fome  amiable  qualities,  and 
fo  he  had  need!)  I  faw  all  my  plot  cut 
out,  and  fo  was  forced  to  fay  the  lefs. 

I  wept  bitterly,  however;  for  I  found 
he  was  too  hard  for  me,  as  well  in  his 
contrivances  as  riches;  and  fo  had  re- 
courfe  again  to  my  only  refuge,  com- 
forting myfelf,  that  God  never  fails  to 
take  the  innocent  heart  into  his  protection, 
and  is  alone  able  to  baffle  and  confound 
the  devices  of  the  mighty.  Nay,  the  far- 
mer was  fo  prepoffefTcd  with  the  con  tents 
of  his  letter,  that  he  began  to  praife  his 
care  and  concern  for  me,  and  to  advife 
me  againft  entertaining  addreffes  without 
my  friends  advice  and  confent;  and  made 
me  the  fubjcct  of  a  IdTon  for  his  daugh- 
ter's 
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ter's  improvement;  'So  I  was  glad  to 
ihut  up  this  difcourfe;  for  I  law  I  was 
not  likely  to  be  believed. 

I  fent,  however,  to  tell  my  driver,  that 
I  was  fo  fatigued,  I  could  not  let  out 
ib  foon  the  next  morning.  But  he  in- 
iifted  upon  it,  and  faid,  it  would  make 
my  day's  journey  the  lighter;  and  I  found 
he  was  a  more  faithful  fervant  to  his  ma- 
iler, notwithstanding  what  he  wrote  of 
his  reluctance,  than  I  could  have  wifhed: 
ib  1  law  llill  more  and  more,  that  all  was 
deep  diflimulation,  and  contrivance  worfe 
and  worle. 

Indeed  I  might  have  Ihewn  them  his 
letter  to  me,  as  a  full  confutation  of  his 
to  them ;  but  I  law  no  probability  of  en- 
gaging them  in  my  behalf :  and  fo  thought 
it  fignified  little,  as  I  was  to  go  away  ib 
Toon,  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the 
matter  with  themj  and  beiides,  I  law  they 
were  not  inclinable  to  let  me  (lay  longer, 
for  fear  of  difobliging  him  :  fo  I  went  to 
bed,  but  had  very  little  reft:  and  they 
would  make  their  fervant-maid  bear  me 
company  in  the  chariot  five  miles,  early 
in  the  morning,  and  fhe  was  to  walk 
back. 

I  had  contrived  in  my  thoughts,  when 
I  was  on  my  way  in  the  chariot,  on  Fri- 
day morning,  that  when  we  came  into 
fome  town  to  bait,  as  he  mi!  ft  do  for  the 
bodes  fake,  I  would,  at  the  inn,  apply 
1  myfelf,  if  I  law  I  any-way  could,  to  the 
mirtrefs  of  the  inn,  and  tell  her  the  cafe, 
and  to  refute  to  go  farther,  having  no- 
body but  this  wicked  coachman  to  con- 
tend with. 

Well,  I  was  very  full  of  this  project, 
and  in  great  hopes,  fome-how  or  other, 
to  extricate  myfelf  this  way.  But,  oh  ! 
the  artful  wretch  had  provided  for  even 
this  lad  refuge  of  mine;  for  when  we 
came  to  put  up  at  a  large  town  on  the 
way,  to  eat  a  morfel  for  dinner,  and  I 
was  firily  refolved  to  execute  my  proiect, 
who  fhould  be  at  the  inn  that  he  put  up 
at,  but  the  wicked  Mrs.  Jewkes  expect- 
ing me !  And  her  lifter-in-law  was  the 
miftrefs  of  it;  and  me  had  provided  a 
little  entertainment  for  me. 

And  this  I  found,  when  I  defired,  as 
Toon  as  I  came  in,  to  fpeak  with  the  mif- 
trefs  of  the  houfe.  She  came  to  me,  and 
I  faid — (  I  am  a  poor  unhappy  young 
*  body,  that  want  your  advice  and  arfilt- 
'  ance  j  and  you  feem  to  be  a  good  fort 
'  of  gentlewoman,  that  would  affift  an 
1  oppre/Ted  innocent  peribn.'— •  *  Yes, 


'  Madam,'  faid  me;  (  I  hope  you  guefs 

*  right;    and  I   have  the  happineis  to 
'  know  fomething  of  the  matter,  before 

*  youfpeak.  Pray  call  my  fitter  Jewkes.' 
— '  Jewkes!  Jewkes !'    thought  Ij   '  I 

*  have  heard  of  that  name ;  I  don't  like 
«  it.' 

Then  the  wicked  creature  appeared, 
whom  I  had  never  feen  buf  once  before, 
and  I  was  terrified  out  of  my  wits.  *  No 

*  ftratagem,'  thought  I, '  not  one',   for  a 
'  poor  innocent  girl;  but  every  thing  to 

*  turn  out  againit  me;  that  is  hard  in- 
«  deed'/ 

So  I  began  to  pull  in  my  horns,  as  they 
fay,  for  I  law  I  was  now  worfe  otf  thau 
at  the  farmer's. 

The  naughty  woman  came  up  to  -me 
with  an  air  of  confidence,  and  killed  me.- : 
'  See,  filter,"1  iaid  flie,  *  here's  a  charming 

*  creature!  Would  me  not  tempt  the  belt 

*  lord  in  the  land  to  run  away  with  her  rs 
— '  O  frightful T  thought  I;  «  here's  an 

*  avowal  of  the  matter  at  once  :  I  am 
'  now  gone,  that's  certain.'    And  ib  was 
quite  filent  and  confounded;  and  faring 
no  help  for  it,  (for  me  would  not  part 
with  me  out  of  her  light)  1  was  forced 
to  feL  out  with  her  in  the  chariot;  for/ho 
came  thither  on  horieback  with  a  man- 
fervant,  who  rode  by  us  the  rdt  of  the 
way,  leading  her  horie:   aud  now  I  gave 
overall  thoughts  of  redemption,  and  was 
in  a  deibonding  condition  indeed. 

*  Well,'  thought  I,  *  here  are  itrange 

pains  taken  to  ruin  a  poor  innocent, 

helplefs,    and   even   'worth!*/!   young 

body.     This  plot  is  laid  tou  deep,  and 

has    been   too  long  hatching,   to   be 

baffled,  I  fear.''     But  then,  I  put  my 

trult  in  God,  who  I  knew  was  able  to 

do  every -thing  for  me,  when  all  other 

pollible  means  iliould  fail:  and  in  him  I 

was  refolved  to  confide. 

You  may  fee— (Yet,  oh!  that  kills  me; 
for  I  know  not  whether  ever  you  can  fee 
what  I  now  write  or  no — Elfe  you  will 
fee)  what  fort  of  woman  this  Mrs.  Jewkes 
is,  compared  to  good  Mrs.  Jervis,  by 
this :— • 

Every  now-and-then  me  would  be 
fb.ring  in  my  face,  in  the  chariot,  and 
fqueezing  my  hand,  and  faying— •'  Why, 

*  you  are  very  pretty,  my  lilent  dear!' 
And  once  me  offered  to  kifs  me.     But  I 
faid — '  I  don't  like  this  fort  of  carriage, 

*  Mrs.  Jewkes;  it  is  not  like  two  perfons 
1  of  one  fex.'     She  fell  a  laughing  very 
confidently,  and  faid — '  That's  prettily 

*  fuid,  I  vow !   Then  thou  hadit  rather 

K  *  be 
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*  be  kifled  by  the  other  fex?  'I  fackins, 

*  I  commend  thee  for  that'/ 

I  was  fadly  teazed  with  her  imperti- 
nence, and  bold  way;  but  no  wonder;  (he 
\vas  an  inn-keeper's  houfekeeper,  before 
ihe  came  to  my  matter;  and  thofe  fort  of 
creatures  don't  want  confidence,  you 
know:  and  indeed  me  made  nothing  to 
talk  boldly  on  twenty  occafions;  and  faid 
two  or  three  times,  when  fhe  law  the 
tears  every  now-and-then,  as  we  rid, 
trickle  down  my  cheeks,  I  was  forely 
hurt,  truly,  to  have  the  handfomett  and 
tfneft  young  gentleman  in  five  counties 
in  love  with  me  ! 

So  I  find  I  am  gpt  into  the  hands  of 
a  wicked  procurefs  ;  and  if  I  was  n9t  fafe 
•with  good  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  where  ^very- 
body  loved  me,  what  a  dreadful  pifcfpecl: 
Jiave  I  now  before  me,  in  the  hafids  of 
<i  woman  that  feems  to  delight  in  '-filthi- 
jiefs! 

0  dear  Sirs!  what  mall  I  do!  What 
frail  I   do!— Surely,  I  mall  never  be 
equal  to  all  thefe  things! 

About  eight  at  night,  we  entered  the 
court-yard  of  this  handfqme,  large,  old, 
$md  lonely  manfion,  that  looks  made  for 
folitude  and  mifchief,  as  I  thought,  by 
it's  appearance,  with  all  it's  brown  nod- 
ding horrors  of  lofty  elms  and  pines 
about  it : '  And  here,'  faid  1  to  myfelf, '  I 

*  fear  is  to  be  the  fcene  of  my  ruin,  unlefs 

*  God  proteft  me,  who  is  all-fufiicient!' 

1  was  very  fick  at  entering  it,  partly 
from  fatigue,  and  partly  from  dejection 
of  fpirits  ;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes  got  me  fome 
mulled  wine,  and  fecmed  mighty  officious 
to  welcome  me  thither:  and  while  me 
was  abfent  ordering  the  wine,  the  wicked 
[Robin  came  in  to  me,  and  faid — '  I  beg 

*  a  thpufand  pardons  for  my  part  in  this 

*  affair,  fince,  I  fee  your  grief,  and  your 
•  *  diftrefs;  and  I  do  afTure  you,  that  I  am 

«  forry  it  fell  to  my  taflc.' 

<  Mighty  well,  Mr.  Robert !'  faid  I ; <  I 
f  never  law  an  execution  but  once,  and 
4  then  the  hangman  afked  the  poor  crea- 

*  ture's  pardon,  and  wiped  his  mouth, 

*  as  you  do,  and  pleaded  his  duty,  and 

*  then  calm.ly  tucked  up  the  criminal.  But 
f  I  am  no  criminal,  as  you  all  know:  and 

*  if  I  could  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 

*  obey  a  wicket'  mailer  in  his  unlawful 

*  commands,  I  had  faved  you  all  the 

*  merit  of  this  "vile  fervice.' 

*  I  am  ferry,'  faid  he,  c  you  take  it  fo : 

*  but  every -body  don't  think  alike.'— 

*  Well,"  faid  I,  *  you  have  done  jour 


(  part,  Mr.  Robert,  towards  my  rurn, 
«  very  faithfully;  and  will  have  caufe  to 
«  be  forry,  may-be,  at  the  long-run, 

*  when  you  wall  fee  the  mifchief-that 

*  comes  of  it. — Your  eyes  were  open, 
'  and  you  knew  I  was  to  be  carried  to 

*  my  father's,  and  that  I  wasbarbaroufly 
'  tricked  and  betrayed;  and  I  can  only, 
'  once  more,  thank  you  for  your  part  of 
'  it.    God  forgive  you  !' 

So  he  went  away  a  little  fad,  '  What 
'  have  you  faid  to  Robin,  Madam  ?'  faid 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  (who  came  in  as  he  went 
out:)  '  the  poor  fellow's  ready  to  cry.'— 

*  I  need  not  be  afraid  of  your  following 

*  his  example,  Mrs.  Jewkes,' faid  I:  'I 
'  have  been  telling  him,  that  he  has  done 
«  bis  part  to  my  ruin :  and  he  now  can't 

*  help  it!    So  his  repentance  does  me  no 

*  good;  I  wim  it  may  him."1 

*  I'll  affure  you,  Madam,'  faid  (he,  <  I 
'  fhould  be  as  ready  to  cry  as  he,  if  I 

*  mould  do  you  any  harm.' — c  It  is  not  in 
4   bis  power  to  help  it  now,1  faid  I ;  butjoar 
'  part  is  to  come,   and  you  may  chufe 
'  whether  you'll  contribute  to  my  ruin  or 
1  not.' — '  Why,  look  ye,  look  ye,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  faid  me, '  I  have  a  great  notion  of 
'  doing  my  duty  to  my  mailer;  and  there - 
'  fore  you  may  depend  upon  it,  if  I  can  do 

*  that ,  and  ferve  jou,  I  will :  but  you 

*  muft  think,  if  jour  defire,  and  his  will, 
'  come  tq  clafh  once,  I  mall  do  as  he 
'  bids  me,  let  it  be  what  it  will.'' 

*  Pray,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid  I,  *  don't 
'  Madam  me  fo:  I  am  but  a  filly  poor 
'  girl,  fet  up  by  the  gambol  of  fortune, 

*  for  a  May-game;  and  now  am  to  bt? 
'  fomething,  and  now  nothing,  juft  as 

*  that  thinks  fit  to  fport  with  me:  and  let 

*  you  and  me  talk  upon  afoot  together  j 

*  ifor  I  am  a  fervant  inferior  to  you,  and 
'  fo  much  the  more,  as  I  am  turned  out 

*  of  place/ 

'  Ay,  ay,'  fays  fhe,  '  I  underftand 
'  fomething  of  the  matter;  you  have  fb 
4  great  power  over  my  matter,  that  you 

*  may  be  foon  miftrefs  of  us  all ;    and 

*  fo  I  would  oblige  you  if  I  could.  And 

*  I  muft  and  will  call  you  Madam ;  for  I 
{  am  inftru£led  to  mew  you  all  refpect, 
<  I'll  affure  you,' 

1  Who  inftrucled  you  to  do  fo  ?'  faid  I. 

*  Who!  my  matter,  tobefure,'  faid  fhe. 

*  Why,'  faid  I,  *  how  can  that  be  ?  You 

*  have  not  feen  him  lately.' — '  No,  that's 

*  true,'  faid  fhe;  *  but  I  have  been  ex- 

*  peeling  you  here  fome»time.' — ('  O  the 

*  deep-laid  wickednefs !'    thought   I;) 

*  and  befides,  I  have  a  letter  of" inftruc- 

<• 
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«  tions    by   Robin;    but,    may-be,    I 

*  fliould  not  have  iiiid  fo  much.1 — '  If 

*  you  would  (hew  them  to  me,'  faid  I, 

<  I  mould  be  able  to  judge  how  far  I 
'  could,  or  could  not,  expecl  favour  from 

*  you,  confident  with  your  duty  to  our 
'  mafter.' — *   I  beg  your  pardon,  fair 
'  miftrefs,  for  that,'  faid  fhe;  '  I  am  fuf- 
4  ficiently  inftru6ted,  and  you  may  de- 
4  pend  upon  it,  I  will' obferve  my  orders) 

*  and  fo  far  as  they  will  let  me,  fo  far 

*  will  I  oblige  you  j  and  there's  an  end 
«  of  it.' 

'  Well,'  faid  I, '  you  will  not,  I  hope, 

*  do  an  unlawful  or  wicked  thing,  for 

*  any  mafter  in  the  world.' — *  Look  ye,' 
faid  flie,  *  he  is  my  mafter;    and  if  he 

*  bids  me  do  any  thing  that  I  can  do,  I 

*  think  I  ought  to  do  it  ;  and  let  him, 
'  who  has  power  to  command  me,  look 
«  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  it."^£  Why,4  faid 
I,    '  fuppofe  he  fliculd  bid  you  cut  my 
'  throat,  would  you  do  it  ?' — '  There's  no 

*  danger  of  that,'  faid  me;  f  but  to  be 

*  fare  I  would  not ;  for  then  I  mould  be 
f  hanged!  for  that  would  be  murder.' — 

<  Well/  laid  I,  <  and  fuppole  he  mould 
'  refolve  to  enfnare  a  poor  young  crea- 

*  ture,  and  ruin  her,  would  you  aflift  him 
'  in  that?  For  to  rob  a  perfon  of  her 

*  virtue, is worfe than cuttingher throat.' 

*  Why  now,'  fays  fhej *  how  ftrangely 

*  you  talk!  Are  not  the  two  fexes  made 

*  for  one  another  ?  And  is  it  not  natural 
'  for  a  gentleman  to  love  a  pretty  wo- 
f  man  ?    And  fuppofe  he  can  obtain  his 
f  defires,  is  that  ib  bad  as  cutting  her 

*  throat?'    And  then  the  wretch  fell  a 
laughing,  and  talked  mo  ft  impertinently) 
and  (hewed  me,  that  I  had  nothing  to 
expect  from  her  virtue  or  confcience :  and 
this  gave  me  great  mortification;  for  I 
was  in  hopes  of  working  upon  .her  by 
degrees. 

So  we  ended  our  difconrfe  here,  and  I 
bid  her  mew  me  where  I  muft  lie.— 
'  Why,'  laid  me,  *  lie  where  you  lift, 

*  Madam;   I  can  tell  you,  I  muft  lie 

*  with  you  for  the  prefent.' — *  For  the 
'  prefent  T  faid  I,  and  torture  then  wrung 
my  heart! — '  But  is  it  injmifififtrufltonsj 
c  that  you  muft  lie  with  me?' — '  Yes, 
f  indeed/  faid  me.     '  I  am  ferry  for  it,' 
faid  I.    *  Why,'  faid  me,  <  I  am  whole- 

*  fome,  and  cleanly  too,  I'll  affure  you.'' 
— c  Yes,'  faid  I,  '  I  don't  doubt  that; 

*  but  I  love  to  lie  by  myfelf.' — '  How 
c  fo  ?  laid  me;  «  was  not  Mrs.  Jervis 

*  your  bedfellow  at  t'other  houfe  ?' 

*  Well,'  faid  I,  quite  fick  of  her,  and 


my  condition;  '  you  muft  do  as  you  are 

*  inftru6led,  I  think.     I  can't  help  my- 
'  felf,  and  am  a  moft  miferable  creature.' 
She  repeated  her  infufferable  nonfenfe, 

*  Mighty  miferable  indeed,  to  be  well 
1  beloved  by  one  of  the  nneft  gentlemeil 
'  in  England  1' 


I  AM  NOW  COME  DOWN  IN  MY  WRIT- 
ING TO  THIS  PRESENT  SATUR- 
DAY, AND  A  DEAL  I  HAVE  WRIT- 
TEN. 

MY  wicked  bedfellow  has  very 
punctual  orders,  it  Teems;  for  fhs 
locks  me  and  herielf  in,  and  ties  the  two 
keys  (for  there  is  a  double  door  to  the 
roorti)  about- her  wrift,  when  me  goes  to 
bed.  She  talks  of  the  houfe  having  been 
attempted  to  be  broken  open  two  or  thret? 
times;  whether  to  fright  me  I  cannot 
tell;  but  it  makes  me  fearful;  though 
not  fo  much  as  I  mould  be,  if  I  had  not 
other  and  greater  fears. 

I  flept  but  little  laft  night,  and  got  up 
and  pretended  to  fit  by  the  window 
which  leads  into  thefpaciousgardens;  but 
I  was  writing  all  the  time,  from  break  of 
day,  to  her  getting  up,  and  after,  when 
me  was  abfent. 

At  breakfaft  me  prefented  the  two 
maids  to  me,  the  cook  and  houfetnaid* 
poor  aukward  fouls,  that  I  can  fee  no 
hopes  of,  they  feem  fo  devoted  to  her  and 
ignorance.  Yet  I  am  refolved,  if  pofii- 
ble,  to  find  fome  way  to  efcape,  before 
this  wicked  mailer  comes. 

There  are,  belides,  of  fervants,  the 
coachman  Robert,  a  groom,  a  helper,  a 
footman;  all  but  Robert  (and  he  is  ac- 
ceffary  to  my  ruin)  ftrange  creatures, 
that  promife  nothing;  and  all  likewife 
devoted  to  this  woman.  The  gardener 
looks  like  a  good  honeft  man;  but  he 
is  kept  at  a  diftance,  and  feems  referved. 

I  wondered  I  faw  not  Mr;  Willianf» 
the  clergyman,  but  would  not  afk  after* 
him,  apprehending  it  might  give  her  feme 
jealoufy ;  but  when  I  had  beheld  the  reft," 
he  was  the  only  one  I  had  hopes  of ;  for 
I  thought  his  cloth  would  fet  him  above 
affifting  in  my  ruin.  But  in  the  after- 
noon he  came;  for  it  feems  he  has  a  little 
Latin  fchool  in  the  neighboring  vil* 
lagCj  which  he  attends;  and  this  brings 
him  in  a  little  matter,  additional  to  my 
matter's  favour,  till  fdnething  better 
falls,  of  which  he  has  hopes. 

He  is  a  fenfible  fober  young  gentle- 
K.  i,  man; 
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man;  and  when  Ifaw  him,  I  confirmed 
myfelf  in  my  hopes  of  him  5  for  he  feem- 
ed  to  take  great  notice  of  my  diftrefsand 
grief,  (for  I  could  not  hide  it;)  though 
he  appeared  fearful  of  Mrs.  Jewkes,who 
watched  all  our  motions  and  words. 

He  has  an  apartment  in  the  houfe;  but 
is  moftly  at  a  lodging  in  the  town,  for 
conveniency  of  his  little  fchool;  only  on 
Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays:  and 
he  preaches  fometimes  for  the  minifter 
of  the  villjge,  which  is  about  three  miles 
off. 

I  hope  to  go  to  church  with  him  to- 
monow:  lure  it  is  not  in  her  inftruelions 
to  deny  me  !  He  can't  have  thought  of 
every  thing !  Ami  fomething  may  ftrike 
out  for  me  there. 

I  have  afked  her,  for  a  feint,  (becaufe 
(lie  ma  Vt  think  I  am  fo  well  provided) 
to  indulge  me  with  pen  and  ink,  though 
I  have  been  ulmg  my  own  fo  freely, 
when  her  abfence  would  let  me ;  for  I 
begged  to  be  left  to  myi'clf  as  much  as 
poflible.  She  lays  ihe  will  let  me  have 
it  5  but  then  I  mult  prcmife  not  to  fend 
any  writing  out  of  the  houfe,  without 
h-.-r  feeing  it.  I  laid,  it  was  only  to  di- 
vert my  grief,  when  J  was  by  myil-lf,  as 
I  defiredto  be;  for  I  loved  writing  as  well 
a-?  reading;  but  I  had  nobody  to  fend  to, 
the  knew  well  enough  < 

'  No,notat/>r<?/^,  may-be/faid  flie; 

*  but  I  am  told  you  are  a  great  writer, 

*  and  it  is  in  inv  initrudilions  to  &e  all 

*  yea  write:  ft>,  look  you  here,1  faidfhe, 

*  I  will  let  you  have  a  pen  and  ink,  and 
4  two  ftieets  of  paper  :  for  this  emplcy- 

*  ment   will    keep    you   out   of  wcrfe 

*  thoughts:  but  I  muft  fee  them  always 
1  when  I  afk,  written  or  not  written/ — 

*  That's  very  hard/  laid  I;  l  bwt  may  I 

*  not  have  to  myfelf  the  clofet  in  the 

*  room  where  we  lie,  with  the  key  to  lock 
s  up  my  things  ?' — '  I  believel  may  con- 

*  fent  to  that,1  laid  fhe;'  and  I  will  fet  it 

*  in  order  for  yon,  and  leave  the  key  in 

*  the  door.     And  there  is  afpinnet  too,' 
laid  (he;  *  if  it  be  in  tune,  you  may  play 

*  to   divert   you  now  and  then ;  for  I 

*  know  my  old  lady  learnt  yoxi :  and  be- 
'  low  is  my  matter's  library ;  you  may 

*  take  out  what  books  you  will.1 

And  indeed  thefe  and  my  writing  will 
be  all  my  amufement:  for  I  havj.  no  work 
given  me  to  do,  and  the  fpinnet,  if  in 
tune,  will  not  find  my  mind,  I  am  fure, 
in  tune  to  play  upon  it.  But  I  went  di- 
rectly and  picked  out  fome  books  from 
the  library,  with  which  I  tilled  a  ihelf 


in  the  clofet  (he  gave  me  poiTeffion  of;  ami 
from  thefe  I  hope  to  receive  improve- 
ment, as  well  as  amufement.     But  no 
fooner  was  her  back  turned,  than  I  fet 
about  hiding  a  pen  of  my  own  here,  and 
another  there,  for  fear  I  fhould  come  to 
be  denied,  and  a  little  of  my  ink  in  a 
broken  china  cup,  and  a  little  in  another 
cup;  and  a  meet  of  paper  here-and-there 
among  my  linen,  with  a  little  wax,  and  u 
few  wafers,  in  feveral  places,  left  I  mould 
be  fearchod ;  and  fomething,  I  thought, 
might  happen  to  open  a  way  for  my  de- 
liverance, by  thefe  or  fome  other  means. 
P  the  pride,1  thought  I,  «  I  (hall  haver 
if  I  canfecuremy  innocence,  and  efcape 
the  artful  wiles  of  this  wiekexl  mailer  I 
For,  if  he  comes  hither,  I  am  undone 
to  be  fure  !  For  this  naughty  woman 
will  aflift  him,  rather  than  fail,  in  the 
wor.lt  of  his  attempts;  and  he'll  have 
no  occafion  to  fend  her  out  of  the  way, 
as  he  would  have   done  Mrs.  Jervis 
once.     So  I  muft  fet  all  my  little  wits. 
f  at  work.1 

It  is  a  grief  to  me  to  write,  and  not  to- 
be  able  to  fend  to  you  what  I  write;  but 
now  it  is  all  the  diverfion  I  have,  and 
if  God  will  favour  my  efcape  with  my 
innocence,  as  I  truft  he  gracioufly  will, 
for  all  thefe  black  profpe&s,  with  what 
pleafureihall  I  read  them  afterwards! 

I  was  going  to  fay — '  Pray  for  your 
*  dutiful  daughter,1  as  I  ufed;  but,  alast 
you  cannot  know  my  diftrefs,  though  I 
am  fure  I  have  your  prayefs:  and  I^will. 
write  on,  as  things  happen,  that  if  a  way 
Ihould  open,  my  fcribble  may  be  rea- 
dy to  be  fent ;  for  what  I  do  mult  be  at  a 
jirk,  to  be  fure, 

O  how  I  want  fuch  an  obliging  ho- 
neft-hearted  man  as  John ! 


I  AM  NOW  COME  TO  SUNDAY, 

WELL,  here  is  a  fad  thing!  I 
am  denied  by  this  barbarous 
woman  to  go  to  church,  as  1  had  built 
upon  I  might:  and  me  has  huffed  poor 
Mr.  Williams  all  to-pieces,  for  plead- 
ing for  me.  I  find  he  is  to  be  forbid 
the  houfe,  if  fhe  pleafes.  Poor  gentle- 
man !  all  his  dependance  is  upon  my 
m after,  who  has  a  very  good  living  for 
him,  if  the  incumbent  die;  and  he  has 
kept  his  bed  thefe  four  months,  of  old, 
ageanddropfy. 

He  pays  me  great  refpcft,  and  I  lea 
pities  mej  and  would  perhaps  affift  my 

e'fcape 
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efc ape  from  thefe  dangers :  but  I  have 
nobody  to  plead  forme;  and  why  fhould 
I  wifh  to  ruin  a  poor  gentleman,  by  en- 
gaging him  againit  his  intereft  ?  Yet 
one  would  do  any-rhing  to preferve. one's 
innocence}  and  Providence  would,  per- 
haps, make  it  up  to  him ! 

O  judge  (but  how  (hall  you  fee  what 
I  write!)  of  my  diftra&ed  condition,  to 
be  reduced  to  inch  a  pals  as  to  defire  to 
lay  traps  for  mankind  ' — But  he  wants 
iadly  to  fay  fomething  to  me,  as  he  whif- 
peringly  hinted. 

The  wretch  (I  think  I  will  always 
call  her  the  'wretch  henceforth)  abufes 
me  more  and  more.  I  was  but  talking 
to  one  of  the  maids  juit  now,  indeed  a 
little  to  tamper  with  her  by  degrees}  and 
fhe  popt  upon  us,  and  faid — *  Nay,  Ma- 
'  dam,  don't  offer  to  tempt  poor  inno- 
'  centcountry  maidens  from  doing  their 
'  duty.  You  wanted,  I  hear,  fhe  fliould 

*  take  a  walk  with  you.— But  I  charge 

*  you,  Nan,  never  ftir  with  her,  nor  obey 

*  her,  without  letting  me  know  it,  in  the 

*  fmallett  trifles. — I  fay,  walk  with  you  ! 

*  and  where  would  you  go,  I  tro?'— 
'  Why,  barbarous  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid  I, 
'  only  to  look  a  little  up  the  elm-walk, 

*  fmce  you   would  not   let  me  go  to 

*  church/ 

*  Nan,'  faid  fhe,  to  (hew  me  how  much 
they  were  all  in  her  power,  *  pull  off 
'  Madam's  fhoes,  and  bring  them  tome. 
•*  I  havetaken  careof  her  others.' — '  In- 

*  deed  fhe  fha'n't,'  faid  I.     '  Nay/  laid 
Nan,  *  but  I  mufl  if  my  miftrefs  bids 

*  me:  fo   pray,  Madam,  don't  hinder 

*  me.'     And  fo  indeed  (would  you  be- 
lieve it?)  fhe  took  my  fhoes  off,  and  left 
me  barefoot :  and,  for  my  fhare,  I  have 
been  fo  frighted  at  this,  that  I  have  not 
power  even  to  relieve  my  mind  by  my 
tears.     lam  quite  rtupified  to  be  fure!— • 
Here  I  was  forced  to  leave  off. 

Now  I  will  give  you  a  picture  of  this 
wretch.  She  is  a  broad,  fquat,  pu rfy,fat 
thing)  quite  ugly,  if  any-thing  human 
can  be  fo  called ;  about  forty  years  old. 
She  has  a  huge  hand,  and  an  arm  as  thick 
as  my  waift,  I  believe.  Her  nofe  is  fiat 
and  crooked,  and  her  brows  grow  down 
over  her  eyes ;  a  dead,  fpiteful,  grey, 
goggling  eye,  to  be  fure  fhe  has.  And 
her  face  is  fiat  and  broad ;  and  as  to  co- 
lour, looks  like  as  if  it  had  been  pickled 
a  month  in  faltpetre:  I  dare  fay  fhe 

drinks: She  has  a  hoaife,  man-like 

voice,  aad  is  as  thick  as  Aie's  long}  and 


yet  looks  fo  deadly  flrong,  that  I  am 
afraid  fhe  would  dam  me  at  her  foot  in. 
an  inftant,  if  I  was  to  vex  her. — So  that 
with  a  heart  more  ugly  than  her  face,  fhe 
f  lightens  me  fadly}  and  lam  undone,  to 
be  fure,  if  God  does  not  protect  me  j  for 
ihe  is  very,  very  wicked — indeed  ihe  is, 
This  is  poor  helplefs  fpite  in  me:——— 
but  the  picture  is  too  near  the  truth  not- 
withftanding.  She  fends  me  a  meffage 
Hut  now,  that  I  lhall  have  my  fhoes  again, 
if  I  will  accept  of  her  company  to  walk 
with  me  in  the  garden.  *  To  vjaddls 

*  with  me,  rather,'  thought  I. 

Well,  'tis  not  my  bufinefs  to  quarrel 
with  her  downright.  I  shall  be  watched 
the  narrower,  if  I  do :  and  fo  I  will  eo 
with  the  hated  wretch.  '  O  for  my  dear 

*  Mrs.  Jen  is  !  or  rather,  to  be  fate  with 
'  my  dear  father  and  mother.' 

Oh!  I  am  out  of  my  wits  for  joy! 
Juft  as  have  got  my  fhoes  on,  I  am  told 
John,honefl  John,  is  come  on  horfeback* 
—A  bleffing  on  his  faithful  heart1.  What 
joy  is  this !  But  I'll  tell  you  more  by- 
and-by.  I  muft  not  let  her  know  I  am 
fo  glad  to  fee  this  dear  bleffed  John,  \j> 

be  fure! Alas  !  but  he  looks  fad,  as 

I  fee  him  out  of  the  window !  What  can 
be  the  matter ! — I  hope  my  dear  parent* 
are  well,  and  Mrs.  Jervis,and  Mr.  Long- 
man, and  every-body,  my  naughty  ma- 
tter not  exceptedj — for  I  wifh  him  to 
live,  and  repent  of  all  his  wickednefs  to 
poor  me. 

O  dear  heart !  what  a  world  do  we  live 
in! — lam  now  come  to  take  up  my  pen 
again :  but  I  am  in  a  fad  taking  truly  i. 
Another  puzzling  trial,  to  be  fure.  / 

Here  was  John,  as  I  faid}  and  the 
poor  man  cameto  me,  with  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
who  whifpered,  that  I  would  fay  nothing 
about  the  fhoes,  for  my  o^wn  fake,  as  me 
(aid.  The  poor  man  faw  my  dillrefs,  by 
my  red  eyes,  and  my  haggard  looks,  I 
fuppofe  }  for  I  have  had  a  fad  time  of  it, 
you  draft  needs  think  5  and  though  he 
would  have  hid  it,  if  he  could,  yet  his 
own  eyes  ran  over:  '  Oh,  Mrs.  Pamela'.' 
faid  he;  <  Oh,  Mrs.  Pamela!'— <  Weil, 

*  honelt  fellow-fervant,'  faid  I,  *  Ican- 
1  not  help  it  at  prefent :  I  am  obliged  to 

*  your  honefty  and  kindnefs,  ro  be  fure;' 
and  then  he  wept  more.     Said  I,  (for  my 
heart  was  ready  to  break  to  fee  his  grief  j 
for  it  is  a  touching  thinr;  to  fee  a  man 
cry) — '  Tell  me  the  worfi. !  Is  my  matter 

*  coming?'  —  *  No,  no,'  fail   he,  and 

fobbed. 
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fobbed.     <  Well,'  faid  I,  f  is  there  any 

*  news  of  my  poor  father  and  mother  ? 

*  How  do  they  do?' — «  I  hope  well/ 
faid  he;  'I  kn®w  nothing  to  the  con- 

*  trary.' — '  There  is  no  mifhap,  I  hope, 
'  to  Mrs.  Jervis  or  to  Mr.  Longman, 
'  or  my  fellow-fervants !' — '  No — '  faid 
he,  poor  man !  with  a  long  N — o,  as  if 
his  heart  would  burn:.     «  Well,  thank 

*  God  then  P  faid  I. 

*  The  man's  a  fool,' faid  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
'  I  think:  what  ado  is  here!  why  fure 
«  thoti'rt  in  love,  John.  Doft  thou  not 

*  fee  young  Madam  is  well  ?    What  ails 

*  thee,  man  ?' — {  Nothing  at  all,'   faid 
he ;  f  but  I  am  fuch  a  fool,  as  to  cry  for 

*  joy  to  fee  good  Mrs.  Pamela:  but  I 
'  have  a  letter  for  you.' 

I  took  it,  and  faw  it  was  from  my  ma- 
fter;  fo  I  put  it  in  my  pocket.  «  Mrs. 
'  Jewkes,'  faid  I,  *  you  need  not,  I 
'  iiope,  fee  this.' — *  No,  no, 'faid  me, '  I 
'  fee  whofe  it  is,  well  enough;  or  elfe, 

*  may-be,  I  mull  have  infilled  on  read- 
6  ing  it/ 

'  And   here   is  one  for  you,  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes/  faid  he;  *  but  yours/  faid  he 
to  me,  *  requires  an  anfwer,  which  I  muft 

*  cany  back  early  in  the  morning,  or 
'  to-night,  if  I  can.' 

'  You  have  no  more,  John/  faid  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  '  for  Mrs.  Pamela,  have  you?' 
— '  No/  faid  he,  '  I  have  not ;  but  every - 

*  body's  kind  love  and  fervice/ — *  Aye, 

*  tousboth,tobefure/faidme.  *  John/ 
faid  I,  *  I  will  read  the  letter,  and  pray 

*  take  care  of  yourfelf ;   for  you  are  a 

*  good  man,  God  blefs  you ;  and  I  re- 

*  joice  to  fee  you,  and  hear  from  you  all.* 
But  I  longed  to  fay  more;  only  that  nafly 
Mrs.  Jewkes — 

So  I  went  up,  and  locked  myfelf  in 
iny  clofet,  and  opened  the  letter ;  and  this 
is  a  copy  of  it. 

'  MY  DEAREST   PAMELA, 

'  T  Send  purpofely  to  you  on  an  affair 
•••  *  that  concerns  you  very  much,  and 
me  fomewhat,  but  chiefly  for  your 
fake.  I  am  ccnfcious  that  I  have  pro- 
ceeded by  you  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
may  juftly  alarm  your  fears,  and  give 
concern  to  your  honeft  friends :  ana  all 
my  pleafure  is,  that  I  can  and  will 
make  you  amends  for  the  difturbance  I 
have  given  you.  As  I  prom 5 fed,  I 
f  :-nt  to  your  father  the  day  after  your 
departure,  that  he  might  not  be  too 
much  concerned  for  you,  and  allured 
him  of  my  honour  to  youj  and  made 


an  excufe,  fuch  an  one  as  ought  to  havff 
fatisfied  him,  for  your  not  coming  to 
him.  But  this  was  not  fufficient,  it 
feems;  for  he,  poor  man  !  came  to  me 
next  morning,  and  let  my  family  al- 
moll  in  an  uproar  about  you. 
*  O  my  dear  girl !  what  trouble  has 
not  your  obftinacy  given  me,  and  your- 
felf  too !  I  had  no  way  to  pacify  him, 
but  to  promile  that  he 'mould  fee  a  let- 
ter  written  from  you  to  Mrs.  Jervis, 
to  fatisfy  him  you  are  well. 
c  Now  all  my  care  in  this  cafe  is  for 
your  aged  parents,  left  they  mould  be 
touched  with  loo  fatal  a  grief;  and  for 
you,  whofe  duty  and  affection  for  them 
I  know  to  be  fo  ftrong  and  laudable : 
for  this  reafon  I  beg  you  will  write  a 
few  lines  to  them,  and  let  me  prefcribe 
the  form  ;  which  I  have  done,  putting 
myfelf  as  near  as  I  can  in  your  place, 
and  ejcpreffmg  your  fenfe  with  a  warmth 
that  I  doubt  will  have  too  much  pof- 
felfed  you. 

'  After  what  is  done,  and  which  can- 
not  now  be  helped,  but  which,  I  allure 
you,  lhall  turn  out  honourably  for  you, 
I  expecl  not  to  be  refufed ;  becaufe  I 
cannot  poflibly  have  any  view  in  it, 
but  to  fatisfy  your  parents;  which  is 
more  jour  concern  than  m;ne\  and  fo  I 
muft  beg  you  will  not  alter  one  tittle  of 
the  underneath.  If  you  do,  it  will  be 
impoflible  for  me  to  fend  it,  or  that  it 
mould  anfwer  the  good  end  I  propofe 
by'it. 

'  I  have  promifed,  that  I  will  not  ap- 
proach  you  without  your  leave :  if  I 
find  you  eafy,  and  not  attempting  to 
difpute  or  avoid  your  prefent  lot,  I  will 
keep  to  my  word,  although  'tis  a  dif- 
ficulty  upon  me.  Nor  /hall  your  re- 
ftraint  laft  long :  for  I  will  allure  you, 
that  I  am  refolved  very  foon  to  con- 
vince  you  of  my  good  intentions,  and 
with  what  ardor  I  am  jcurs,  &c.' 


The  letter  he  prefcribed  for  me  was 
this: 

'  DEAR  MRS.  JERVIS', 

'  T  Have,  inftead  of  being  driven  b}* 
•*•  *  Robin  to  my  dear  father's,  been 
carried  off",  to  where  I  have  no  liberty 
to  tell.  However,  at  prefent,  I  am  not 
ufed  hardly  5  and  I  write  to  beg  you  to 
let  my  dear  father  and  mother,  whofe: 
.  hearts muft_be  well  nigh  broken,  know- 
that  I  am  well  5  and  that  I  am,  and,  by 

*  the  grace  of  God,  ever  will  be,  their 
«  honeft 
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«  honeft,  as  well  as  dutiful  daughter,  and 
«  j0«r  obliged  friend. 

*  I  muft  neither  fend  date  nor  place;  but 
'  have  moft  folemn  affurances  of  ho- 
«  nourable  uiage.* 

I  knew  not  what  to  do  on  this  moft 
ftrange  requeft  and  occafion.  But  my 
heart  bled  io  nvch  for  you,  my  dear  fa- 
ther, who  had  taken  the  pains  to  go  your- 
felf,  «nd  er,q-..ire  after  your  poor  daugh- 
ter, as  well  as  for  my  dear  mother,  that 
I  refolved  to  write,  and  pretty  much  in 
the  above  form  *,  that  it  might  be  lent  to 
pacify  you,  till  I  could  let  you,  forae 
how  or  other,  know  the  true  ftate  of  the 
matter.  And  I  wrote  thus  to  uiy  ftrange 
wicked  mafter  himfelf. 

«    SIR, 

*  JF  you  knew  but  the  anguifh  of  my 
•*•   *  mind,  and  how  much  I  fuffer  by 

*  your  dreadful  ufage  of  me,  you  would 

*  furely  pity  me,  and  confent  to  my  de- 
(  liverance.     What  have  I  done,  that  I 

*  mould  be  the  only  mark  of  your  cruel  - 
1  ty  ?     I  can  have  no  hope,  no  defire,  of 

*  living  left  me,  becaufe  I  cannot  have 
4  the  leaft  dependance,  after  what  has 
'  pafled,  upon  your  folemn  afTurances. 
<  — It  is  impofiible  they  Ihould  be  con- 
'  fiftent  with  the  diihonourable  methods 

*  you  take. 

*  Nothing  but  your  promife  of  not  fee- 

*  ing  me  here  in  my  deplorable  bondage, 
{  can  give  me  the  leaft  ray  of  hope. 

*  Don't,  I  bcfeech  you,  drive  the  poor 

*  diftreffed  Pamela  upon  a  rock,  that  may 

*  be  the  deftruclion  both  of  her  foul  and 

*  body !     You   don't  know,   Sir,    how 
'  dreadfully  I  dare^  weak  as  I  am  of 
'  mind  and  intellect,  when  my  virtue  is 

*  in  danger.      And,  O  !  hailen  my  de- 

*  liverance,  that  a  poor  unworthy  crea- 

*  ture,  below  the  notice  of  fuch  a  gentle  - 
'  man  as  you,  may  not  be  made  the  fport 
'  of  a  high  condition,  for  no  reafon  in 
'  the  world,  but  becaufe  ihe  is  not  able 

*  to  defend  herfelf,  nor  has  a  friend  that 
'  can  right  her. 

*  I  have,  Sir,  in  part  to  fliew  my  obe- 

*  dience  to  you,  but  indeed,  I  own,  more 
*.  to  give  eafe  to  the  minds  of  my  poor 
'  diftrefled  parents,  whole  poverty,  one 

*  would  think,  mould  fcreen  them  from 
'  violences  of  this  fort,  as  well  as  their 
f  poor  daughter,  followed  pretty  much 


the  form  you  have  prefcribed  for  me, 
in  the  letter  to  Mrs.  Jeivis;  and  the 
alterations  I  have  made  (for  I  could 
not  help  a  few)  are  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as,  though  they  mew  my  concern  a 
little,  yet  muft  anfwer  the  end  you 
are  pleafed  to  fay  you  propole  by  this 
letter. 

*  For  God's  fake,  good  Sir,  pity  my 
lowly  condition,  and  my  prefent  great 
mifery  $  and  let  me  join  with  ail  the  reft 
of  your  fer.vants  to  bids  that  goodnefs, 
which  you  have  extended  to  every  one, 
but  the  poor^  afflicled,  heart-broken, 

*  PAMELA.' 

I  thought,  when  I  had  vritten  this 
letter,  and  that  which  he  had  prefcribed, 
it  would  look  like  placing  a  confidence 
in  Mrs.  Jewkes,  to  fhevv  them  to  her; 
and  I  fliewed  her,  at  the  fame  time,  my 
mafter' s  letter  to  me  j  for  I  believed,  the 
value  he  exprefled  for  me,  would  give  me 
credit  with  one  who  profefled  in  every- 
thing to  ferve  him, right  or  wrong ;  though 
I  had  fo  little  reafon,  I  fear,  to  pride  my- 
felf  in  it :  and  I  was  not  miftaken  $  for 
it  has  feemed  to  influence  her  not  a  little, 
and  fhe  is,  at  prefent,  mighty  obliging, 
and  runs  over  in  my  praifes;  but  is  the  lei's 
to  be  minded,  becaufe  (he  praifes  as  much 
the  author  of  my  miferies,  and  his  ho- 
nourable intentions,  as  (he  calls  them  j 
for  I  fee.  that  (he  is  capable  of  thinking, 
as  I  fear  be  does,  that  every  thing  that 
makes  tor  his  wicked  will  is  honourable, 
though  to  the  ruin  of  the  innocent.  Pray 
God  I  may /find  it  other  wife!  Though, 
I  hope,  whatever  the  wicked  gentlen&n 
may  intend,  that  I  fhali  be  at  [aft  rid  of 
her  impertinent  bold  way  of  talk,  when 
me  feems  to  think,  from  his  letter,  that 
he  means  honourably. 


I  AM  NOW  COME  TO  MOKDAY,  THE 
5th  DAY  OF  MY  BONDAGE  AND 
MISERY. 

I  Was  in  hope  to  have  an  opportunity 
to  fee  John,  and  have  a  little  private 
talk  with  him,  before  he  went  a-.vay ;  but 
it  could  not  be.  The  poor  man's  exceilive 
farrow  made  Mrs.  Jewkes  take  it  into 
her  head,  to  think  he  loved  me  j  and  fo> 
flie  brought  up  a  meffage  to  me  from  him 
this  morning,  that  he  was  going.  I  de- 
fired  he  might  come  up  to  mj  clofet,  as 


*  See  p.  66,  her  alterations  are  m  a  different  chara&ctv 


I  called 


i 
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frayed,  and  that  by  fuch  a  vile  dog ; 
Little  did  I  think  it  would  com 


I  c-TIui  it ;  and  fhe  came  with  him.  The 
honeit  man,  as  I  thought  him,  was  as 
full  ot"  concern  as  before,  at  taking  leave  : 
and  I  gave  him  two  letters,  the  one  for 
Mrs.  Jervis,  inclofed  in  another  for  my 
mailer:  but  Mrs.  Jewkes  would  lee  me 
leal  them  up,  kit  I  Ihould  inclofe  any- 
thing elfe. — I  was  furprized,  at  the  man's 
going  away,  to  fee  him  drop  a  bit  of 
paper,  juil  at  the  head  of  the  flairs,  which 
I  took,  up  without  being  obferved  by 
Mrs.  Jewkes:  but  I  was  a  thoufand 
times  more  furprized,  when  I  returned 
to  my  clofet,  and  opening  it,  read  as 
follows. 

*    G00r>  MP.S.  PAMELA, 

'  T  Am  grieved  to  tell  you  how  much 
-*•   '  you  have  been  deceived  and  be- 
as  I. 
come  to 

this.  But  I  mud  fay,  if  ever  there  was 
a  rogue  in  the  world,  it  is  me.  I  have 
all  along  (hewed  your  letters  to  my 
matter  :  he  employed  me  for  that  pur- 
pofe ;  and  he  law  every  one,  before  I 
carried  them  to  your  father  and  mo- 
ther; and  then  fealed  them  up  and 
fent  me  with  them.  I  had  fome  buii- 
nefs  that  way,  but  not  half  fo  often  as 
I  pretended :  and  as  foon  as  I  heard 
how  it  was,  I  was  ready  to  hang  my- 
feif.  You  may  well  think  I  could  not 
Hand  in  your  prcfence.  O  vije,  vile 
wretch,  to  bring  you  to  this!  If  you 
are  ruined,  I  am  the  rogue  that  caufed 
it.  All  the  juftice  I  can  do  you,  is  to 
tell  you,  you  are  in  vile  hands  j  and  I 
am  afraid  will  be  undone  in  fpite  of  all 
your  fweet  innocence;  and  I  believe  I 
mall  never  live,  after  I  know  it.  If 
yon  can  forgive  me,  you  are  exceeding 
good ;  bxit  I  mail  never  forgive  myfelf, 
that's  certain.  Howfomever,  it  will 
do  you  no  good  to  make  this  known ; 
and  may-hap  I  may  live  to  do  you  fer- 
vice.  If  I  can,  I  will.  I  am  fure  I 
ought. — Matter  kept  your  laft  two  or 
three  letters,  and  did  not  fend  them  at 
all.  I  am  the  moil  abandoned  wretch 
of  wretches. 

«  J.  ARNOLD. 

'  Yon  fee  your  undoing  has  been  long 
hatching.  Pray  take  care  of  yoi;r 
fweet  felf.  Airs.  Jewkes  is  a  devil : 
but  in  my  matter's  t'other  houfe  you 
have  not  one  falfe  heart,  but  my- 
felf. Out  upon  me  for  a  villain  !' 


My  dear  father  and  mother,  when  you 
come  to  this  place,  I  make  no  doubt  your 
hair  will  ftand  on  end  as  mine  does! — O 
the  deceitfulnels  of  the  heart  of  man  ! — 
This  John,  that  I  took  to  be  the  honetteft 
of  men;  that  you  took  for  the  fame; 
that  was  always  praifing  you  to  me,  and 
me  to  you,  and  for  nothing  fo  much  as 
for  our  hoveji  hearts ;  this  very  fellow- 
was  all  the  while  a  vile  hypocrite,  and  a 
perfidious  wretch,  and  helping  to  carry 
on  my  ruin. 

But  he  fays  fc  much  of  himfelf,  that  I 
will  only  fit  down  with  this  fad  reflec- 
tion, That  power  and  riches  never  want 
tools  to  promote  their  vilelt  ends,  and 
there  is  nothing  fo  hard  to  be  known  as 
the  heart  of  man  : — I  can  but  pity  the 
poor  wretch,  fince  he  feems  to  have  great 
remorfe,  and  I  believe  it  beil  to  keep  his 
wickednefs  fecret.  If  it  lies  in  my  way, 
I  will  encourage  his  penitence ;  for  I  may 
poflibly  make  fome  difcoveries  by  it. 

One  thing  I  fhould  mention  in  this 
place ;  he  brought  down,  in  a  portman- 
teau, all  the  cloaths  and  things  my  lady 
and  matter  had  given  me,  and  moreover 
two  velvet  hoods,  and  a  velvet  fcarf,  that 
ufed  to  be  worn  by  my  lady;  but  I 
have  no  comfort  in  them,  or  any-thing, 
elfe. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  had  the  portmanteau 
brought  into  my  clofet,  and  flie  fhewed 
me-what  was  in  it;  but  then  locked  it 
up,  and  faid,  me  would  let  me  have  what 
I  would  out  of  it,  when  I  afked  ;  but  if 
I  had  the  key,  it  might  make  me  want  to 
go  abroad,  may-be ;  and  fo  the  confident 
woman  put  it  in  her  pocket.  , 

I  gave  myfelf  over  to  fad  reflections 
upon  this  ftrange  and  furprizing  difco- 
very  of  John's,  and  wept  much  for  him, 
and  for  myfelf  too  ;  for  now  I  fee,  as  he 
fays,  my  ruin  has  been  long  hatching, 
that  I  can  make  no  doubt  what  my  ma- 
tter's honourable  profefTions  will  end  in. 
What  a  heap  of  hard  names  does  the 
poor  fellow  call  himfelf!  But  what  mull: 
they  defei-ve,  then,  who  fet  him  to  work  ? 
O  what  has  this  wicked  matter  to  anfwer 
for,  to  be  fj  corrupt  himfelf,  and  to  cor- 
rupt others,  who  would  have  been  all 
innocent ;  and  to  carry  on  a  poor  plot,  I 
am  fure,  for  a  gentleman,  to  ruin  a  poor 
creature,  who  never  did  him  harm,  nor 
v/ifhed  him  any  ;  and  who  can  ftill  pray 
for  his  happinef  s,  and  his  repentance  ? 

I  can't  but  wonder  what  thefe^/flrff- 
men,  as  they  are  called,  can  think  of 
themielves  for  thefe  vile  doings!  John 

had 
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Tiad  fame  Inducement ;  for  he  hoped  to 
pleafe  his  mailer,  who  rewarded  him  and 
was  bountiful  to  him  j  and  the  fame  may 
fee  faid,  bad  as  (he  is,  for  this  fame  odi- 
ous Mrs.  Jewkes.  But  what  induce- 
ment has  my  majier,  for  taking  fo  much 
pains  to  do  the  devil's  work  for  him  ?— 
If  he  loves  me,  as  'tis  falfly  called,  muft 
he  therefore  lay  traps  for  me,  to  ruin  me, 
and  make  me  as  bad  as  him  felt*  ?  I  can- 
not imagine  what  good  the  undoing  of 
fuch  a  poor  creature  as  I  can  procure 
him. — To  be  lure,  I  am  a  very  worthlefs 
body.  People  indeed  fay  I  am  handfome  j 
but  if  I  was  fo,  mould  not  a  gentleman 
prefer  an  honeft  fervant  to  a  guilty  har- 
lot? And  muft  he  be  more  earneft  to  fe- 
duce  me,  becaufe  I  dread  of  all  things 
to  be  feduced,  and  would  rather  lofe  my 
life  than  my  honefty  ? 

Well,  thefe  are  ftrange  things  to  me ! 
I  cannot  account  for  them,  for  my  (hare  j 
but  fure  nobody  will  fay,  that  thefe  fine 
gentlemen  have  any  tempter  but  their 
own  wicked  wills !— -This  naughty  ma- 
Jter  could  run  away  from  me,  when  he 
apprehended  his  fervants  might  difcover 
his  vile  attempts  upon  me  in  that  fad 
ciofet  affair  5  but  is  it  not  (Irangc,  that  he 
Ihould  not  be  afraid  of  the  All -feeing 
Eye,  from  which  even  th at  bafe,  plotting 
heart  of'his.  in  it's  moft  fecret  motions, 
could  not  be  hid? — But  what  avail  me 
thefe  forrowful  reflections?  He  is  and 
will  be  wicked,  and  defigns  me  a  victim 
to  his  lawlefs  attempts,  if  the  God  in 
whom  I  truft,  an/  to  Whom  I  hourly 
pray,  prevent  it  not. 


TUESDAY  AND  WEDNESDAY. 

I  Have  been  hindered  by  this  wicked 
woman's  watching  me  fo  clofe,  from 
writing  on  Tuefday ;  and  fo  I  will  put 
'both  thefe  days  together.  I  have  been  a 
little  turn  with  her  for  an  airing,  in  the 
chariot,  and  walked  feveral  times  in  the 
gardenj  but  have  always  her  at  my 
heels. 

Mr.  Williams  came  to  fee  us,  and 
took  a  walk  with  us  once ;  and  while  her 
back  was  juft  turned,  (encouraged  by 
the  hint  he  had  before  given  me)  I  {aid- 
Sir,  I  fee  two  tiles  upon  that  parfley- 
bed;   might  not  one  cover  them  with 
mould,  with  a  note,  between  them,  on 
occafion?' — f  A  good  hint,'  faid  he; 
let  that  iimflowei  by  the  back-door  of 


*  the  garden  be  the  place ;  I  have  a  key 
'  to  the  door ;  for  it  is  my  neareft  way 

*  to  the  town.' 

So  I  was  forced  to  begin.  O  what  in- 
ventions will  neceffity  pu(h  us  upon  !  I 
hugged  mylelf  at  the  thought  j  and  (he 
coming  to  us,  he  faid,  as  if  he  was  con- 
tinuing a  difcourfe  we  were  in— 5  No, 
'  not  extraordinary  pleafant.' — <  What's 
1  that?  what's  that  ?'  faid  Mrs.  Jewkes. 

*  Only,' faid  he,  '  the  town,  I'm  faying, 

*  is  not  very  pleafant.' — *  No,  indeed,' 
faid  (he,  *  'tis  not  j  'tis  a  poor  town,  to 

*  my  thinking.' — *  Are  there  any  gentry 
'  in  it  ?'  faid  I.     And  fo  we  chatted  on 
about  the  town,  to  deceive  her.     But  my 
deceit  intended  no  hurt  to  any-body. 

We  then  talked  of  the  garden,  how 
large  and  pleafant,  and  the  like  ;  and  fat 
down  on  the  tufted  (lope  of  the  fine  fifli- 
pond,  to  fee  the  fi(hes  play  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water ;  and  (he  faid,  I  mould 
angle  if  I  would. 

*  I  wi(h,'  faid  I,  f  you'd  be  fokind  to 
'  fetch  me  a  rod  and  baits/ — *  Pretty 

*  mirtrefs!'   faid  (he — <  I  know  better 

*  than  that,  Til  affure  you,  at  this  time/ 
— '  I  mean  no  harm,'  faid  I,  'indeed.'— 
'  Let  me  tell  you,'  laid  (he,  '  I  know 

*  none  who  have  their  thoughts  more 
4  about  them  than  you.     A  body  ought 

*  to  look  to  it  where  you  are.     Rut  we'll 
'  angle  a  little  to-morrow.'     Mr.  Wil- 
liams, who  is  much  afraid  of  her,  turned 
the  difcourfe  to  a  general  fubiect.      I 
fauntered  in,  and  left  them  to  talk  by 
themfelves  ;  but  he  went  away  to  town, 
and  (he  was  foon  after  me. 

I  had  got  to  my  pen  and  hik ;  and  I 
faid — *  I  want  fome  paper,  Mrs.  Jewkes,' 
{putting  what  I  was  about  in  my  bofom : ) 

*  you  know  I  have  written  two  letters, 

*  and  fent  them  by  John.'  (O  how  his 
name,  poor  guilty  fellow,  grieves  me!) 

*  Well,'  (aid  (he,  '  you  have  fome  left  j 
4  one  meet  did  for  thole  two  letters.'- 
«  Yes,'  faid  I ;  '  but  I  ufed  half  another 

*  for  a  cover,  you  know  ;  and  fee  how  I 
'  have  fcribbled  the  other  half  j'  and  fo  I 
fhewed  her  a  parcel  of  broken  fcraps  of 
verfes,  which  I  had  tried  to  recollect,  and 
had  written  purpofely  that  (he  might  fee» 
and  think  me  uiually  employed  to  fuch 
idle  purpofes.    *  Aye/  faid  (lie,  '  fo  you 

have ;  well,  I'll  give  you  two  (heets 
more  ;  but  let  me  fee  how  you  difpofe 
of  them,  either  written  or  blank.'— ? 
Well,'  thought  I, '  I  hope  ftill,  Argus, 
to  be  too  hard  for  thee/  Now  Ar£us» 
L  the 
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the  poets  fay,  had  a  hundred  eyes,  and 
was  fet  to  watch  with  them  ail,  as  ihe 
does. 

She  brought  me  the  paper,  and  faid— • 
*\Now,  Madam,  let  me  fee  you  write 
'  fc-mething.' — '  I  will,'  i^id  I  ;  and  took 
the  pen  and  wrote — '  I  wifh  Mrs.  Jewkes 
would  be  i'o  good  to  rne,  as  I  would  be 
to  her,  if  I  had  it  in  my  power.'—. 
That's  pretty  now,'  faid  me ;  *  well,  I 
hope  I  am ;  but  what  then  ?' — «  Why 
then  (wrote  I)  me  would  do  me  the 
favour  to  let  me  know,  what  I  have 
done  to  be  made  her  prifoner;  and 
what  me  thinks  is  to  become  of  me.' — 
Well,  and  what  then  ?'  faid  me.  « Why 
then,  of  conference,  (fcribbled  I) 
me  v/ould  let  me  fee  her  inftruclions, 
that  I  may  know  how  far  to  blame,  or 
acquit  her.' 

Thus  I  fooled  on,  to  mew  her  my  fond- 
nefs  for  fcribbling  5  for  I  had  no- expect- 
ation of  any  good  from  her;  that  fo  me 
might  fnppofe  I  employed  myfelf,  as  I 
faid,  to  no  better  pufyofe  at  other  times  : 
for  me  will  have  it,  that  I  am  upon  fome 
plot,  I  am  fo  fiient,  and  love  fo  much  to 
be  by  myfelf  .—She  would  have  made  me 
write  on  a  little  further.  '  No,'  fikl  I ; 
'  you  have  not  anfwereci  me.' — '  Why,' 
faid  me,  '  what  can  you  doubt,  when  my 
'  mailer  himfelf  affures  you  of  his  ho- 

*  nour  ?' — *  Aye,'  faid  I ;  « but  lay  your 
'  hand  to  your  heart,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  and 

*  tell  me,  if  you  yourfelf  believe  him.'-— 

*  Yts,'  faid' Ihe,'  <  to  be  fure  I  do.' — 

*  But,'  laid  I,  *  what  do  you  call  ho- 

*  nour  ?' — '  Why,'  faid  me,  '  what  does 
'  be  call  honour,  think'you  ?' — *  Ruin! 
4   Shame!  Difgrace!*  laid  I,  «  Jfear.'— 
'  Pho!  pho!'  laid  fhe;  '  ifyoiihaveany 
'  doubt  about,  it,  he  can  beft  explain  his 

*  c.-n  meaning :—  I'll  fend  him  word 
c  to  come  and  fatisfy  you,  if  you  will.' — 

*  Horrid  creature !'  faid  I,  all  in  a  fright 
— '  Canft  thou  not  llab  me  to  the  heart*! 
«  I'd  rather  thou- wouldft,  than  fay  fuch 

*  another  word  ! — But  I  hope  there  is  no 

*  thought  of  his  coming.' 

She  ha,d  the  wickednefs  to  fay — '  No, 

*  no;  he  don't  intend  to  come,  as  I  know 

*  of — But  if  I  was  he,  I  would  not  be 
'  long  away.' — '  What  means  the  wo- 
«  man?'   faid  I.—'  Mean!'    faid  me, 
(turning  it  off;)  '  why  I  mean,  I  would 
'  come,  if  I  was  he,  and  put  an  end  to 

*  all  your  fears — by  making-you  as  hap- 
'  py  as  you  wim.'  — '  'Tis  out  of  his 
4  power,'  faid  I,  '  to  make  me  happy, 


e  great  and  rich  as  he  is  !  but  by  leaving 

*  me  innocent,  and  giving  me  liberty  to 

*  go  to  my  dear  father  and  mother.' 

She  went  away  foon  after,  and  I  ended 
my  letter,  in  hopes  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  lay  it  in  the  appointed  place.  So 
I  went  to  her,  and  faid — '  I  fuppofe,  as 
'  it  is  not  dark,  I  may  take  another  turn 

*  in  the  garden.' — «  'Tis  too  late,'  faid 
fhe  ;   *  but  if  you  will  go,  don't  ftay  ; — - 
and,  «  Nan,  fee  and  attend  Madam,'  as 
flie  called  me. 

So  I  went  towards  the  pond,  the  maid 

t  following  me,  and  dropped  purpofely  my 

'  huffey :  and  when  I  came  near  the  tiles, 

I  faid — '  Mrs.  Anne,  I  have  dropt  my 

'  huffey ;  be  fo  kind  as  to  look  for  it ;  I 

*  had  it  by  the  pond- fide.'     She  went 
back  to  look,  and  I  flipt  the  note  between 
the  tiles,  and  covered  them  as  quick  as  I 
could   with  the  li^ht  mould,  qtute  un- 
perceived;    and  the  maitf  finding  the 
huffey,  I  took  it,  and  fauntered  in  again, 
and  met  Mrs.  Jewkes  coming  to  fee  after 
me.  What  I  wrote  was  this  : 

<  REVEREND    SIR, 

want  of  an  opportunity  to 
fpeak  my  mind  to  you,  I  am 
fure,  will  excufe  this  boldnefs  in  a  pool" 
creature  that  is  betrayed  hither,  I  have 
reaibn  to  think,  for  the  word  of  pur- 
pofes.  You  know  fomethkig,  to  be 
iure^of  my  ftory,  my  native  poverty, 
which  I  am  not  afhanaed  of,  my  late 
lady's  goodnefs,  and  my  mailer's  de- 
figns  upon  me.  'Tis  true,  hepromifes 
honour,  and  all  that ;  but  the  honour 
of  the  wicked  is  difgrace  and  (hame  to 
the  virtuous :  and  he  may  think  he 
keeps  his  promifes  according  to  the 
notions  he"  mr\y  allow  himfelf  to  hold; 
and  yet,  according  to  mine  and  every 
good  body's,  bafely  ruin  me.  ' 
'  lamlb  wretched,  and  ill-treated  by 
this  Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  fhe  is  fo.  ill- 
principled  a  womani  that  as  I  may  foon 
want  the  opportunity  which  the  happy 
hint  of  this  day  affords  to  my  hopes,  I 
throw  myfelf  at  once  upon  your  good- 
nefs,  without  the  leaft  referve ;  for  I 
cannot  be  worfe  than  I  am,  fhould  that 
fail  me;  which,  I  dare  fay,  to  your 
power,  it  will  not :  for  I  fee  it,  Sir,  in 
your  looks,  I  hope  it  from  your  cloth, 
and  I  doubt  it  not  from  your  inclina- 
tion, in  a  cafe  circumftanced  as  my 
unhappy  one  is,  For,  Sir,  in  helping 

'  me 
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me  cut  of  my  prefent  diftrefs,  you  per- 
form all  the  acls  of  religion  in  one ; 
and  the  higheft  mercy  and  charity, 
both  to  body  and  foul  of  a  poor  wretch, 
that,  believe  me,  Sir,  hasy  at  prefent, 
not  fo  much  as  in  thought  fwerved 
from  her  innocence. 

*  Is  there  not  fome  way  to  be  found 
out  for  my  efcape,  without  danger  to 
yourielf?    Is  there  no  gentleman  or 
lady  of  virtue  in  this  neighbourhood, 
to  whom  I  may  fly,  only  till  I  can  find 
a  way  to  get  to  my  poor  father  and 
mother?    Cannot    Lady   Davers    be 
made  acquainted  with  my  fad  ftory,  ' 
by  your  conveying  a  letter  to  her? 
My  poor  parents  are  fo  low  in  the 
world,  they  can  do  nothing  but  break 
their  hearts  for  me ;  and  that,  I  fear, 
will  be  the  end  of  it. 

'  My  mafter  promifes,  if  I  will  be 
eafy,  as  he  calls  it,  in  my  prefent  lot, 
he  will  not  come  down  without  my 
confent.  Alas  !  Sir,  this  is  nothing  : 
for  what's  the  promife  of  a  perfon  who 
thinks  himfelf  at  liberty  to  aft  as  he 
has  done  by  me  ?  If  he  comes,  it  muft 
be  to  ruin  me  ;  and  come  to  be  lure  he 
will,  when  he  thinks  he  has  filenced 
the  clamours  of  my  friends,  and  lulled 
me,  as  no  doubt  he  hopes,  into  a  fatal 
fecurity. 

*  Now,  therefore,  Sir,  is  all  the  time  I 
have  to  work  and  ftnt^gle  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  my  honefty.    If  I  ftay  till 
he  comes,  I  am  undone.    You  have  a 
key  to  the  back  garden-door ;  I  have 
great  hopes  from  that.     Study,  good 
Sir,  and  contrive  for  me.    I  will  faith- 
fully keep  your  fecret. — Yet  I  fhould 
be  loth  to  have  you  fuffer  for  me ! 

'  I  fay  no  more,  but  commit  this  to 
the  happy  tiles,  in  the  bofom  of  that 
earth,  where,  I  hope,  my  deliverance 
will  take  root,  and  bring  forth  fuch 
fruit,  as  may  turn  to  my  inexpreffible 
joy,  and  your  eternal  reward,  both 
•*  here  and  hereafter:  as  mall  ever  pray, 

'  Tour  opfre/ed  bumble  fervantS 

THURSDAY. 

THIS  compleats  a  terrible  week  fmce . 
rny  fetting  out,  as  I  hoped  to  fee 
you,  my  dear  father  and  mother.  O  how 
different  were  my  hopes  then,  from  what 
they  are  now !  Yet  who  knows  what  thefe 
happy  tiles  may  produce ! 


But  I  muft  tell  you,  firft,  how  I  have 
been  beaten  by  Mrs.  Jewkes  !  ''Tis  very 
true ! — And  thus  it  came  about : 

My  impatience  was  great  to  walk  in 
the  garden,  to  fee  if  any  -  thing  had  of- 
fered, anfwerable  to  my  hopes.  But  this 
wicked  Mrs.  Jewkes  would  not  let  me  go 
without  her ;  and  faid,  ftie  was  not  at 
leifure.  We  had  a  gi*eat  many  words 
about  it ;  for  I  told  her,  It  was  very  hard 
I  could  not  be  trufted  to  walk  by  my- 
felf  in  the  garden  for  a  little  air;  but 
irmft  be  dogged  and  watched  worfe  than 
a  thief. 

She  ftill  pleaded  her  inftruclions,  and 
faid  me  was  not  to  truft  me  out  of  her 
light :  *  And  you  had  better,'  faid  me, 

*  be  eafy  and  contented,  I  aflure  you ; 
'  for  I  have  worle  orders  than  you  have 

*  yet  found.     I  remember,'  added  me, 
'  your  alking  Mr.  Williams,  If.  there 

*  ware  any  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood  ? 
'  This  makes  me  fufpecl  you  want  to 
'  get  away  to  them,  to  tell  your  fad  dif- 
'  mal  ftory,  as  you  call  it.' 

My  heart  was  at  my  mouth ;  for  I 
feared  by  that  hint,  me  had  feen  my  letter 
under  the  tiles:  O  how  imeaiy  I  was! 
At  laft  (he  faid—4  Well,  fmce  you  take 

*  on  fo,  you  may  take  a  turn,  and  I  will 
(  be  with  you  in  a  minute.' 

When  I  was  out  of  fight  of  her  win- 
dow, I  fpeecled  towards  the  hopeful  place; 
but  was  loon  forced  to  flacken  my  pace, 
by  her  odious  voice;  *  Hey-day,  why  fo 

*  nimble,  and  whither  fo  fait  ?'  faid  ihe : 
'  what!  are  you  upon  a  wager?'  I  (lopt 
for  her,  till  her  purfy  fides  were  waddled 
up  to  me ;  and  me  held  by  my  arm,  half 
out  of  breath :  fo  I  was  forced  to  pals 
by  the  dear  place,  without  daring  to  look 
at  it. 

The  gardener  was  at  work  a  little  far- 
ther, and  fo  we  looked  upon  him,  and  I 
began  to  talk  about  his  art ;  but  Hie  faid— - 
Softly,  my  inftmctions  are,  not  to  let 
you  be  fo  familiar  with  the  fervants.'— 
Why,'  faid  I,  *  are  you  afraid  I  mould 
confederate  with  them  to  commit  a  rob- 
bery upon  my  mailer?' — {  May-be  I 
am,'  faid  the  odious  wretch  ;  *  fof  to 
rob  him  of  yourfelf,  would  be  the  worft 
that  could  happen  to  him,  in  his  opi- 
nion.' 

*  And  pray,'  faid  I,  walking  on,  *  how 
came  I  to  be  his  property  ?  What  right 
has  he  in  me,  but  fuch  as  a  thief  may 
plead  to  ftolen  goods  ?' — *  Why,  was 
ever  the  like  heard  ?'  fays  ihe.  «  This 
L  z  '  <  i* 


PAMELA. 


is  downright  rebellion,  I  proteft  !-— 
Well,  well,  Lambkin,'    (which  the 
bolilh  often  calls  me)  *  if  I  was  in  his 
place,  he  mould  not  have  his  property 
in  you  long  queftionable.'  — '  Why, 
what  would  you  do/  laid  I,  *  if  you 
were  he?'—*  Notftand  mill-I-mall-I, 
as  he  does  j  but  put  you  and  himfelf 
both  out  of  your  pain.'  —  '  Why,  Je-* 
zebel/  faid  I,  (I  could  not  help  it) 
would  you  ruin  me  by  force?1 — Upon 
this  me  gave  me  a  deadly  flap  upon  my 
moulder :  *  Take  that/  faid  me  ;  '  whom 

*  do  you  call  Jezebel  ?' 

I  was  fo  furprized,  (for  you  never  beat 
xne,  my  dear  father  and  mother,  in  your 
lives)  that  I  was  like  one  thunderftruck  ; 
and  looked  round,  as  if  I  wanted  fome- 
body  to  help  me  ;  but,  alas !  I  had  no- 
body; and  faid,  at  laft,  rubbing  my 
ihoulder — *  Is  this  alfo  in  your  inftruc- 

*  tions? — Alas!  for  me!  am  I  to  be 

*  beaten  too  ?'  And  fo  fell  a-crying,  and 
threw  my  felt  upon  the  grafs-walk  we 
were  upon. — Said  (he,  in  a  great  pet— 
'  I  won't  be  called  fuch  names,  I'll  aflure 
'  you.    Marry  come  up !  I  fee  you  have 

*  a  fpirit:  you  muft  and  mail  be  kept 

*  under.     I'll  manage  fuch  little  pro- 

*  voking  things  as  you,  I  warrant  ye ! 
'  Come,  come,  we'll  go  in  a'doors,  and 

*  I'll  lock  you  up,  and  you  /hall  have  no 
'  fhoes,  nor  any-thing  elfe,  if  this  be  the 
«  cafe.' 

I  did  not  know  what  to  do.  This  was 
a  cruel  thing  to  me,  and  I  blamed  my- 
felf  for  my  free  fpeech ;  for  now  I  h^d 
given  her  fome  pretence  ;  >'  And  O  !' 
thought  I,  *  here  I  have  by  my  male- 
'  pertnefs,  ruined  the  only  project  I  had 
«  left.' 

The  gardener  faw  this  fcene ;  but  me 
called  to  him — *  Well,  Jacob,  what  do 

*  you  ftare  at  ?  Pray  mind  what  you're 

*  upon/     And  away  he  walked,  to  ano- 
ther quarter,  out  of  fight. 

*  Well/  thought  I, « I  muft  put  on  the 
4  diffembler  a  little,  I  fee.'  She  took  my 
hand  roughly — '  Come,  get  up/  faid  fhe, 

*  and  come  ina'doors. — I'll  Jezebel  you, 

*  I  will  fo  T — *  Why,  dear  Mrs.  Jewkes/ 
{aid  I.—*  None  of  your  dears,  and  your 
'  coaxing!'  faid  me;  *  why  not  Jezebel 
'  again?'  — She  was  in  a   fearful  paf- 
fion,  I  faw,  and  I  was  out  of  my  wits. 
Thought  I — *  I  have  often  heard  women 

*  blamed  for  their  tongues  ;  I  wifh  mine 
'  had  been  Ihorter.     But  I  can't  go  in,' 
faid  I,  <  indeed  leant!'—4  Why/  faid 


fhe,  f  can't  you  ?  HI  warrant  I  can  take 
'  fuch  a  thin  body  as  you  are  under  my 

*  arm,  and  carry  you  in,  if  you  won't 

*  walk.  You  don't  know  my  ftrength.' 
— '  Yes,  but  I  do/  faid  I,  «  too  well ; 

*  and  will  you  not  ufe  me  worfe,  when  I 

*  come  in  ?' — So  I  arofe,  and  me  mut- 
tered to  herfelf  all  the  way,  She  to  be  a 
Jezebel  with  me,  that  had  ufed  me  fo 
well!  and  fuch  like. 

When  I  came  near  the  houfe,  I  faid, 
fitt.ingdcwnuponafettle-b*nch—  'Well, 

*  I  will  not  go  in,  till  you  fay,  you  forgive 
'  me,  Mrs.  Jewkes.  —  If  you  will  for  - 

*  give  my  cabling  you  that  name,  I  will 

*  forgive  your  beating  me.' — She  fat 
down  by  me,   and  feemed   in  a  great 
pucker,  and  faid — '  Well,  come,  I  will 
'  forgive  you  for  this  time ;'    and    fo 
kifled  me,  as  a  mark  of  reconciliation. 
— '  But  pray/  faid  I,  '  tell  me  where  I 

*  am  to  walk  and  go,  and  give  me  what 

*  liberty  you  can;    and  when  I  know 
f  themoftyou  can  favour  me  with,  you 

*  mall  fee  I  will  be  as  content  as  I  can, 

*  and  not  afk  you  for  more.' 

'  Aye/  faid  fhe,  '  this. is  fomething 
'  like ;  I  wifli  I  could  give  you  all  the 

*  liberty  you  defire ;  for  you  muft  think 

*  it  is  no  pleafure  to  me  to  tie  you  to  my 
'  petticoat,  as  it  were,  and  not  let  you  ftir 

*  without  me.  — But  people  that  will  do 
4  their  cTuties,mufthavefome  trouble;  and 
'  what  I  do,  is  to  ferve  as  good  a  mafter, 
'  to  be  fure,  as  lives.' — '  Yes/  faid  I, 
'  to  every -body  but  me!1 — '  He  loves 
'  you  too  well,  to  be  fure/  returned  fhe; 
'  and  that's  the  reafon ;  Ib  you  ought  to 
'  bear  it.'  —  '  I  fay,  love!"  replied  I. 
'  Come/  faid  me,  '  don't  let  the  wench 
1  fee  you  have  been  crying,  nor  tell  her 

*  any  tales;   for  you  won't  tell  them 
4  fairly,  I  am  fure ;  and  I'll  fend  her, 
'  and  you  mail  take  another  walk  in  the 

*  garden,  if  you  will :  may-be,  it  will 
'  get  you  a  ftomach  to  your  dinner;  for 

*  you  don't  eat  enough  to  keep  life  and 
'  foul  together.     You  are  beauty  to  the 
'  bone,'  added  the  ftrange  wretch,  *  or 
4  you  could  not  look  fo  well  as  you  do, 
1  with  fo  little  ftomach,  fo  little  reft,  and 

*  fo  much  pining  and  whining  for  no- 
'  thing  at  all.' — '  Well/  thought  I, 
'  fay  what  thou  wilt,  fo  I  can  be  rid  of 

*  thy  bad  tongue  and  company :  and  I 

*  hope  to  find  fome  opportunity  now,  to 

*  come  at  my  funflower.'    But  I  walked 
the  other  way,  to  take  that  in  my  return, 
to  avoid  fufpicion. 

I  forced  . 
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I  forced  my  difcourfe  to  the  maid} 
but  it  was  all  upon  general  things;  for  I 
iind  (he  is  afked  after  every-thing  I  fay 
and  do.  When  I  came  near  the  place, 
as  I  had  been  devifmg,  I  laid—*  Pray 
«  Hep  to  the  gardener,  and  aik  him  fo 
4  gather  a  fallad  for  me  to  dinner.'  She 
called  out  *  Jacob  P  Said  I  —  «  He  can't 
«  liear  you  fo  far  off;  and  pray  tell 
c  him,  I  mould  like  a  cucumber  too,  if 

*  he  has  one.'      When  flie  had  Itept 
about  a  bow-foot  from  me,  I  popt  down, 
and  whipt  my  ringers  under  the  up- 
per tile,  and  pulled  out  a  letter  without 
dtre&ion,  and  thruit  it  in  my  bcfoim 
trcmblijag  for  joy.     She  was  with  in^ 
before  I  "could  well  i'ecure  it  j  and  I  was 
in  fuch  a  taking,  that  I  feared  I  mould 
difcover  myfelf.      '  You  feem  frighted, 
<  Madam,1  faid  me.     *  Why,'  laid  I, 
with  a  lucky  thought,  (alas,  your  poor 
daughter  will  make  an  intriguer  by-and- 
by;  but  I  hope  an  innocent  one!)  '  I 
'  Itooped  to  imell  at  the  fun-flower,  and 
'  agreatnafty  worm  ran  into  the  ground, 
4  that  ftaitled   me  j  for  I   can't   abide 
4  worms.'  Said  me  —  '  Sunflowers  don't 

*  fmell.'—  «  '  So  I  find,'  replied  I.     And 
then  we  walked  in;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes 
jfaid  —  <  Well,  you  have  made  hafte  now. 
'  You  mall  go  another  time.' 

I  went  up  to  my  clofet,  locked  my- 
fdif  in,  and,  opening  my  letter,  found  in 
,  it  thefe  words  : 


T  Am  infinitely  concerned  for  your 
•*•  c  diftrefs.  I  moll  heartily  wifli  it 
may  be  in  my  power  to  lerve  and  lave 
fo  much  innocence,  beauty,  and  me- 
rit.  My  whole  dependence  is  upon 
Mr.  B.  and  I  have  a  near  view  of  being 
provided  for  by  his  favour  to  me.  But 
yet  I  would  fooner  forfeit  all  my  hopes 
in  him,  (truiling  in  God  for  the  reft) 
than  not  afiift  you,  ifpoilible.  I  never 
looked  upon  Mr.  B.  in  the  light  he 
now  appears  in  to  me,  in  your  cafe. 
To  be  fure  he  is  no  profefled  de- 
bauchee.  But  I  am  entirely  of  opi- 
nion,  you  mould,  if  poflible,  get  out 
of  his  hands,  and  efpecially  as  you  are 
in  very  bad  ones  in  Mrs.  Jewkes's. 
*  We  have  here  the  widow  Lady  Jones, 
miftrefs  of  a  good  fortune,  and  a  wo- 
man  of  virtue,  I  believe.  We  have 
alfoold  Sir  Simon  Darnford,  and  his 
lady,  who  is  a  good  woman  ;  and  they 
have  two  daughters,  virtuous  young 
ladies*  All  the  reft  are  but  middling 


people,  and  traders,  at  heft.  I  will 
try,  if  you  pleafe,  either  Lady  Joi^ee;, 
or  Lady  Darnford,  if  they'll  permit 
you  to  take  refuge  with  them.  I  fee 
no  probability  of  keeping  myielf  con- 
cealed in  this  matter;  but  will,  as  I  faid, 
rifque  all  things  to  ferve  you;  for  I 
never  favv  a  fweetnefs  and  innocence 
like  yours;  and  your  hard  cafe  has  at- 
tached me  entirely  to  you;  for  I  know, 
as  you  fo  happily  exprefs,  if  T  caniervt 
you  in  this  c.ae,  I  (hall  thereby  per- 
form all  the  acts  of  religion  in  one. 
*  As  to  Lady  Davers,  I  will  convey  a 
letter,  if  you  pleafe,  to  her;  but  it  IIHI& 
not  be  from  our  poft-houfe,  I  give  y>oa 
cautiop  ;  for  thf  man  ov/es  all  his  bread 
to  Mr.  B.  and  his  place  too;  and  I  be- 
lieve, by  fomeiking  that  dropt  from 
him  over  a  can  of  ale,  has  his  inllruc- 
tions.  You  don't  know  how  you  are 
furrounded;  all  which  confirms  me  in 
your  opinion,  that  no  honour  is  meant 
you,  let  what  will  be  profeffed;  and  I 
am  glad  you  want  no  caution  on  that 
head. 

'  Give  rne  leave,  to  fay,  that  I  had 
hearclmuch  in  your  praife,  but,  I  think,, 
greatly  fhort  of  what  you  deierve, 
both  as  to  perfon  and  mind  :  niy  eycrs 
convince  ine  of  the  one,  your  letter  .of 
the  other.  For  fear  of  lo.fiug  the  j>re- 
fent  lucky  opportunity,  I  am  longs-r 
than  other  wife  I  fhould  be.  But  I 
v/511  not  enlarge,  any  further  than  to 
allure  you  that  I  am,  to  the  belt  a£ 
my  power,  your  faithful  friend  and 


*  ARTHUR  WILLIAMS. 

I  will  come  once  every  morning,  and 
once  every  evening,  after  fchool- 
time,  to  look  for  your  letters.  I'Jl 
come  in,  and  return  without  goiag 
into  thehoufe,  if  I  fee  the  coaft  clear: 
other\vifc,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  I'll 
come  in.' 


I  inftantly,  in  anfwer  to  this  pleafing 
letter,  wrote  as  follows  : 

*   REVEREND   SIR, 

c  /^\  How  fuited  to  your  function,  and 
^^  *  your  character,  is  your  kind  let- 
c  ter  !  God  blefs  you  for  it  !  I  ncnv  think 
'  I  am  beginning  to  be  happy.  I  mould 
'  be  forry  to  have  you  fuffcr  on  my  ac- 
'  count  ;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  made  up  to 

*  you 
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you  an  hundred-fold,  by  that  God 
whom  you  fb  faithfully  ferve.  I  mould 
be  too  happy,  could  I  ever  have  it  in 
my  power  to  contribute  in  the  leaft  to 
it.  But,  alas !  to  ferve  me,  muft  be 
for  God's  fake  only;  -for  I  am  poor 
and  lowly  in  fortune  ;  though  in  mind, 
I  hope,  too  high  to  do  a  mean  or  un- 
worthy deed  to  gain  a  kingdom.  But 
I  lofe  time. — 

"*  Any  way  you  think  beft,  I  mall  be 
pleafed  with;  for  I  know  not  the  per- 
fons,  nor  in  what  manner  it  is  beft  .to 
apply  t»  them.  I  am  glad  of  the  hin.t 
you  fo  kindly  give  me  of  the  man  at 
the  poft-houie.  I  was  thinking  of 
opening  a  way  for  myfelf  by  letter, 
when  I  could  have  opportunity;  but  I 
fee  more  and  more  that  I  am  indeed 
ftrangely  furrounded  with  dangers;  and 
that  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  made 
on  my  matter's  honour. 
*  I  fhould  think,  Sir,  if  either  of  thofe 
ladies  would  give  leave,  I  might  fome 
way  get  out  by  favour  of  your  key ; 
and  as  it  is  impoflible,  watched  as  I 
am,  to  know  when  it  can  be,  fuppofe, 
Sir,  you  could  get  one  made  by  it,  and 
put  it,  the  next  opportunity,  under  the 
funflower. — I  am  fure  no  time  is  to  be 
loft,  becaufe  it  is  rather  my  wonder, 
that  me  is  not  thoughtful  about  this 
key,  thaij  otherwife;  for  me  forgets 
not  ,the  minuteft  thing.  But,  Sir,  if  I 
had  this  key,  I  could,  if  thefe  ladies 
would  not  (heher  me,  run  away  any- 
where: and"  if  I  was  once  out  of  the 
houfe,  they  "could  have  no  pretence  to 
force  me  in  again;  for  I  have  done  no 
harm,  and  hope  to  make  my  ftory 
good  to  any  compaffionate  body;  and 
by  this  way  you  need  not  to  be  known. 
Torture  mould  not  wring  it  from  me, 
I  affureyou. 

'  One  thing. more,  good  Sir.  Have 
you  no  correfpondence  with  my  ma- 
fter's  Bedford/hire  family?  By  that 
means,  may-be,  I  could  be  informed 
of  his  intention  of  coming  hither,  and 
when.  I  inclofe  you  a  letter  of  a  de- 
ceitful wretch,  for  I  can  truft  you  with 
any-thing,  poor  John  Arnold.  It's 
contents  will  tell  why  I  inclofe  it. 
Perhaps,  by  his  means,  fomethingmay 
be  difcovered;  for  he  feems  willing  to 
atone  for  his  treachery  to  me,  by  the 
intitm'.tion  of  future  fervice.  I  leave 
the  hint  to  you  to  improve  upon,  and 
and  am,  Reverend  Sir,  your  for  e  -ver 
obliged,  and  thankful fer-vant. 


6  I  hope,  Sir,  by  your  favour,  I  could 
fend  a  little  packet,  now-and-then, 
fome- how,  to  my  poor  father  a'nd 
mother.  I  have  a  little  ftock  of  mo- 
ney, about  five  or  fix  guineas:  mall 
I  put  half  in  your  hands,  to  defray 
the  charge  of  a  man  and  horfe,  or 
any  other  incidents?1 

I  had  but  juft  time  to  tranfcribe  this, 
before  I  was  called  to  dinner;  and  I  put 
that  for  Mr.  Williams,  with  a  wafer  in 
it,  in  my  bofom,  to  get  an  opportunity  to 
lay^t  in  the  dear  place. 
(JO  good  Sirs,  of  all  the  flowers  in  the 
garden,  the  funflower,  fure,  is  the  love- 
lieft  ! — It  is  a  propitious  one  to  me!  How 
nobly  my  plot  fucceeds !  But  I  begin  to 
be  afraid  my  writings  may  be  difcovered; 
for  they  grow  large:  I-  ftitch  them  hi- 
therto in  my  under-coat,  next  my  linen. 
But  if  this  brute  mould  fearchme! — I 
muft  try  to  pleafe  her,  and  then  (he 
won't. 

Well,  I  am  but  juft  come  off  from  a 
walk  in  the  garden,  and  have  depofited 
my  letter  by  a  fimple  wile.  I  got  fome 
horfe-beans;  and  we  took  a  turn  in  the 
garden,  to  angle,  as  Mrs.  Jewkes  had 
promifed  me.  She  baited  the  hook,  and 
I  held  it,  and  foon  hooked  a  lovely  carp. 
*  Play  it,  play  it,'  faid  (he:  I  did,  and 
brought  it  to  the  bank.  A  fad  thought 
juft  then  came  into  my  head;  and  I  took 
it,  and  threw  it  in  again;  and  O  theplea- 
fure  it  feemed  to  have,  to  flounce  in, 
when  at  liberty !  *  Why  this  ?'  fays  me. 

0  Mrs.  Jewkes  T  faid  I,  *  I  was  think- 
ing this  poor  carp  was  the  unhappy 
Pamela.     I  was  likening  you  and  my- 
felf to  my  naughty  mafter.     As  we 
hooked  and  deceived  the  poor  carp,  fo 
was  I  betrayed  by  falfe  baits;  and  when 
you  faid — "  Play  it,  play  it,"  it  went 
to  my  heart,  to  think  I  mould  fport 
with  the  deftruftion  of  the  poor  fifh  I 
had  betrayed;  and  I  could  not  but  fling 
it  in  again :  and  did  you  not  fee  the 
joy  with  which  the  happy  carp  flounced 
from  us?     O!'  faid  I,  *  may  fome 
good  merciful  body  procure  me  my  li- 
berty in  the  fame  manner ;  'for,  to  be 
fure,  I  think  my  danger.equal!' 

1  Lord  blefs  thee!'  faid  me,  «  what^ 
thought  is  there!' — '  Well,  I  can  an- 
gle no  more,'  added  I.     '  I'll  try  mv 
fortune,'  laid  flie,  and  took  the  rod. 
Do,'  anfwered  I; '  and  I  will  plant  life, 
if  I  can,  while  you  are  deftroying  it. 

« I  have 
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I  have  feme  horfe-beans  here,  and  will 
go  and  ftick  them  in  one  of  the  borders, 
to  fee  bow  long  they  will.be  coming 
up  ;  and  I  will  call  them  my  garden.' 
So  you  fee,  dear  father  and  mother, 


S.u'd  I — 'Was  this  in  your  infiru&ions, 
ivolfkin  r"  (for  ihe  cailedme  lambkin,) 
Jezebel,  you  mean,  child!"  laid  me.. 
Well,  I  now  forgive  you  heartily;  let's 
buls  and  be  friends.' — *  Out  upon 
you!',  laid  I;  *  I  cannot  bear  you.'— 
But  I  duril  not  call  hernames  again;  for 
I  dread  her  huge  paw  moft  fadly.  The 
more  I  think  of  this  thing,  the  more  do  I 


(I  hope  now  you  will  foon  fee;  for,  may- 

be, if  I  can't  get  away  fo  foon  myfelf,  I 

may  fend  my  papers  fpme-how;  I  fay, 

you  will  fee)  that  this  furnifhes  me  with 

a  good  excufe  to  look  after  my  garden     regret  it,  and  blame  myfelf 

another  time;  and  if  the  mould  mould 

look  a  little  frefhifh,  it  won't  be  fo  much         This  night  the   man  from  the  poft- 

fufpefted.       She  miftrufted  nothing  of    houie  brought  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Jewkes, 

this;  and  I  went  and  ftuck  in  here-andj^  irr  which  was  one  inclofed  to  me:   (he 

there  my  beans,  for  about  the  length  o"  b 

five  ells,  of  each  fide  of  the  fun-flower; 


and  eafily  depolited  my  letter.  And  not 
a  little  proud  am  I  of  this  contrivance. 
Sure  fomething  will  do  at  laft ! 


FRIDAY,  SATURDAY. 

IHavev  juft  now  told  you  a  trick  of 
mine;  now  I'll  tell  you  a  trick  of  this 
wicked  woman's.     She  comes  up  to  me, 
fays  fhe — *  I  have  a  bill  I  cannot  change 
'  till  to-morrow;  and  a  tradciman  wants 

*  his  money  molt  fadly;  and  I  don't  love 
'  to  turn  poor  trades-folks  away  with- 

*  o.it  their  money;  have  you  any  about 
'  you  ?'— -'  I  have  a  little,'  replied  I :  how 
<  much  will  do?' — «   Oh!'  faid  (he,  '  I 

'*.  wanteight  pounds.'— 'Alack!' faid  I, 
'  Ihave  b-.it between fiveand fix.' — 'Lend 
'  me  that,'  laid  ihe,  '  till  to-morrow.'  I 
did  fo;  and  me  went  down  ftairs :  and 
when  fhe  came  up,  Ihe  laughed  and  faid— 

*  Well  I  have  paid  the  tradefman.'  Said 
I — '  I  hope  you'll  give  it  me  again  to- 
'  movow.'       At    that,    the    aiTurance, 
laughing  loud,   faid — '  Why,  what  oc- 
'  cafion  have  you  for  money  ?     To  tell 
'  you  the  truth,  lambkin,  I  did'nt  want 
'  it.     I  only  feared  you  might  make  a 
'  bad  ufe  of  it;  and  now  IcantruftNan 
'  with  you  a  little  oflener,  efpecially  as 
'  I  have  got  the  key  of  your  portman- 
'  teau;  fo  that  you  can  neither  corrupt 
'  her  with  money,  nor  fine  things.'  Ne- 
ver did  any-body  look  more  filly  than  I. 
— O  how  I  fretted,  to  be  fo  fooliftily  out- 
witted!— And  the  more  as  I  had  hinted 
to»Mr.  Williams, that  I  would  putfome 
TO  his  hands  to  defray  the  charges  of  my 
fending  to  you.    I  cried  for  vexation.— 
And  now  I  have  not  five  millings  left  to 
fupport  me,  if  I  can  get  away. — Was 
ever  fuch  a  fool  as  I !     I  muft  be  prid- 
ing myfelf  in  my  contrivances,  indeed. 


brought  it  me  up.  Said  fhe — '  Well,  my 
'  good  mafter  don't  forgef  us.     He  has 

*  fent  you  a  letter ;  and  fee  what  he  writes 
'  to  me.'    So  ihe  read,  that  he  hoped  her 
fair  charge  was  well,  happy,  and  con- 
tented.    <  Aye,  to  be  f.u-e,'  faid  I,  '  I 
'  can't  chufe!'     That  he  did  not  doubt 
her  cave  and  kindnefs  to  me;  that  I  was 
very  dear  to  him,  and  fhe  could  not  ufe 
me  too  well;  and  the  like.     *  There's  a 
'  matter  for  you!'  faid  fhe:  '  lure  you 
'  will  love  and  pray  for  him.'     I  defircd 
her  to  read  the  reft.    '  No,  no,'  faid  /he, 
'  but  I  won't.'     Said   I — '  Are  there 
'  any  orders  for  talcing  my  fhoes  away, 
'  and  for  beating  me!' — '  No,' faid  fhe, 
'  nor  about  Jezebel  neither.' — '  Well/ 
returned  I,  '  I  cry  truce;  for  I  have  no 
c  mind  to  be  beat  again.' — '  I  thought,* 
faid  me,  *  we  had  forgiven  one  another.' 

My  letter  is  as  follows : 

*  MY    DEAR    PAMELA, 

*  T  Begin  to  repent  already,  that  I  have 

*  bound  myfelf,  by  promife,  not  to 
fee  you  till  you  give  me  leave;  for  I 
think  the  time  very  tedious.  Can  you 
place  fo  much  confidence  in  me  as  to 
invite  me  down?  Affure  yourfelf, 
that  your  generofity  mall  not  be  thrown 
away  upon  me.  -I  the  rather  would 
prefs  this,  as  I  am  uneafy  for  your  un- 
eafmefs;  for  Mrs.  Jewkes  acquaints 
me,  that  you  take  your  reitraint  very 
heavily,  and  neither  eat,  drink,  nor 
reft  well;  and  I  have  too  great  an  inte- 
reft  in  your  health,  not  to  wifh  to  fliort- 
en  the  time  of  this  trial;  which  will  be 
the  confequence  of  my  coming  down 
to  you.  John,  too,  has  intimated  to 
me  your  concern,  with  a  grief  that 
hardly  gave  him  leave  for  utterance;  a 
grief  that  a  little  alarmed  my  tender- 
nefs  for  you,  Not  that  I  fear  any- 
«  thing, 
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thing,  but  that  yoiir  difregard  to  me, 
which  yet  my  proud  heart  will  hardly 
permit  me  to  own,  may  throw  you 
upon  forae  rafhnefs,  that  might  en- 
courage a  daring  hope :  but  how  p  ~  :r- 
ly  do  I  defcend,  to  be  anxious  nhout 
iuch  a  menial  as  he!-*— I  will  only  fay 
one  thing,  that  if  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  attend  you  at  the  hall,  (confi- 
rkier  who  it  is  that  requefts  this  from 
you  as  a  favour)  I  folemnly  declare, 
that  you  (hall  have  caufe  to  be  pleafed 
with  this  obliging  mark  of  your  confi- 
dence in  me,  and  confideration  forme; , 
and  if  I  find  Mrs.  Jewkes  has  not  be- 
haved to  you  with  the  refpe6l  due  to 
one  I  fo  dearly  love,  I  will  put  it  in- 
tifely  into  your  power  to  difchargeher 
the  houfe,  if  you  think  proper";  and 
Mrs.  Jervis,  or  who  elfe  you  pleafe, 
&all  attend  you  in  her  place.  This  I 
fay  on  a  hint  John  gave  me,  as  if  you 
rtfented  fomething  from  that  quarter. 
Deareft  Pamela,  anfwer  favourably* 
this  earneft  requeft  of  one  that  cannot 
live  without  you,  and  on  whole  ho- 
jjour  to  you,  you  may  abfoiutely  de- 
pend j  and  fo  much  the  more,  as  you 
place  a  confidence  in  it.  I  am,  and 
aifuredly  ever  \v»!l  be,  jour  faithful 
and  affeSionate,  &c. 

'  You  will  be  glad,  I  know,  to  hear  your 
father  and  mother  are  well,  and  ea- 
fy  upon  your  laft  letter.  That  gave 
me  a  pleaiure  that  I  am  reiblved  you 
fball  notrepent.  Mrs.  Jewkes  will 
convey  to  me  your  anfwer.' 

I  but  flightly  read  this  letter  for  the 
prefent:,  to  give  way  to  one  I  had  hopes 
of  finding  by  this  time  from  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. I  took  an  evening  turn,  as  I 
called  it,  in  Mrs.  Jewkes's  company j 
and  walking  by  the  place,  I  faid — *  Do 
s  you  think,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  any  of  my 

*  beans  can  have  ftruck  fince  yeirerday?' 
She  laughed,  and  faid — '  You  are  a  poor 

*  gardener;  but  I  love  to  fee  you  divert 
«  yourfelf.'    She  pairing  on,  I  found  my 
good  friend  had  provided  for  me;  and, 
flipping  it  in  my  bofom,  (for  her  back 
was  towards  me) — ( Here,1  faid  I,  (hav- 
ing a  bean  in  my  hand)  *  is  one  of  them; 
'  but  it  has  not  ftirred/ — *  No,  to  be 

*  fure,>  faid  (he,  and  turned  upon  me  a 
jnoft  wicked  jeft,  unbecoming  the  mouth 
of  a  woman,  about  planting,  &c.  When 
I  came  in,  I  hied  to  my  clofet,  andjread 
as  follows :  ' 


6  T  Am  forry  to  tell  you,  that 
A  '  a  repulfe  from  Lady  J< 


hat  I  hare  had 

ones.     She 

is  concerned  at  your  c'afe,   fhe  fays; 
but  don't  care  to  make  herfelf  ene- 
mies.    I  applied  to  Lady  Darnford, 
and   told  her,  in  the  moft  pathetick 
manner  I  could,   your  fad  ftory,  and 
mewed  her  your  more  patherick  let- 
ter.    I  found  her  well  difpofed;  but 
fhe  would  advife  with  Sir  Simon,  who, 
by  the  bye,  is  riot  a  man  of  an  extraor- 
dinary character   for   virtue;   but  he 
faid  to  his  lady,   in  my  prefence— - 
P'   Why,  what  is  all  this,  my  dear,  but 
^'  that  our  neighbour  has  a  mind  to  his 
"mother's  waiting-maid*     And  if  he 
"  takes  care  fhe  wants  for  nothing,  I 
"  don't  fee  any  great  injury  will  be  done 
"  her.      He  hurts  no  family  by  this  :" 
(So  my  dear  father  and  mother,  it  feems 
that  poor  people's  honefty  is  to  go  for 
nothing)  «'  and  I  think,  Mr.  William?, 
"  you,  of  all  men,  mould  not  engage  in 
"  this  affair,  again  ft  your  friend  and  pa- 
"  tron."     He  fpoke  this  in  fo   deter - 
'  mined   a  manner,  that  the  lady  hat! 
'  done,  and  I  had  only  to  beg  that  no 
'  notice  mould  be  taken  of  the  matter,  as 
'  from  me. 

1  I  have  hinted  yotir  cafe  to  Mr.  Pe- 
'  ters,  the  minifter  of  this  parifh ;  but  I 

*  am  concerned  to  fay,  that  he  imputed 
'  Telrifh  views  to  me,  as  if  I  would  make 
'  an  irrtereft  in  your  affections  by  my 

*  zeal.     And  when  I  represented  the  du- 
'  ties  of  our  function,  and  the  like,  and 

*  protefted  my  difmtereftednefs,  he  cold- 
'  ly  faid,  I  was  very  good;  but  was  a 
'  young  man,  and  knew  little  of  the 

*  world.     And  though  it  was  a  thing  to 
«  be  lamented,  yet  when  he  and  I  fhould 
'  fet  about  to  reform  mankind  in  this 

*  refpecl,  we  fhould  have  enough  upon 
'  our  hands;  for  hefaid,  it  was  toocom- 

*  mon  and  fafliionable  a  cafe  to  be  with - 
'  flood  by  a  private  clergyman  or  two: 
e  and  then  he  uttered  fome  reflections 

*  upon  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  'fa- 
'  thers  of  the  church,  in  regard  to  the 

*  firftperfonages  of  the  realm,  as  a  jufti- 
<  fication  of  his  coldnefs  on  this  f  core. 

*  I  reprefented  the  different  circum- 
'  ftances  of  your  affair  ;  that  other  wo- 

*  men  lived  evilly  by  their  own  confent  j 
4  but  to  ferve  you,  was  to  fave  an  in- 

*  nocence  that  had  but  few  examples; 
'  and  then  I  fhewed  him  your  letter. 

*  He  faid,  it  was  prettily  written;  and 
'  he  was  forry  for  you;  and  that  your 
'  good   intentions  ought  to  be  encou- 

*  raged  t 


PAMELA* 


f  raged!  "  But  what,"  faid  he,  "would 
"  you  have  me  do,  Mr.  Williams  ?" 
— "  Why,  fuppofc,  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  you 
"  give  her  flicker  in  your  houfe  with 
t(  your  fpouie  and  niece,  till  me  can  get 
«'  to  her  friends  ?" — '•'  What,  and  em- 
"  broil  myfelf  with  a  man  of  Mr.  B''s 
*'  power  and  fortune!  No,  not  I,  I'll 
"  affjreyou! — And  I  would  have  you 
<c  confider  what  you  are  about.  Be- 
"  fides,  ihe  owns,"  continued  he,  "  that 
"  he  promifes  to  do  honourably  by  her; 
"  and  her  fhynefs  will  procure  her  good 
*'  terms  enough;  for  he  is  no  covetous 
"  nor  wicked  gentleman,  except  in  this 
*'  cafe;  and  'tis  what  all  young  gentle- 
"  men  will  do." 

*  I  am  greatly  concerned  for  him,  I 

*  allure  you ;  but  am  not  difcouraged  by 

*  this  ill  fuccefs,  let  what  will  come  of 

*  it,  if  I  can  ferve  you. 

'  I  don't  hear  as  yet,  that  Mr.  B.  is 
'  coming.  I  ,am  glad  of  your  hint  as  to 

*  that   unhappy  fellow   John   Arnold. 
'   Something,    perhaps,  will  ftrike   out 

*  from  that,  which  maybe  u&ful.  As  to 
'  your  packets,  if  you  feal  them  up,  and 

*  lay  them  in  the  ufual  pkce,if  you  find 

*  it  not  fufpec~led,  I  will  watch  an  op- 

*  porturiity  to  convey  them;  but  if  they 

*  are  large,  you  had  belt  be  very  cau- 

*  tious.     This  evil  woman,  I  find,  mif- 

*  trufts  me  much. 

4  I  juft  hear,  that  the  gentleman  is  dy- 

*  ing  whofe  living  Mr.  B.  has  pro  mi  fed 
'  me.     I  have  almoil  a  icrnple  to  take 

*  it,  as  I  am  acting  fo  contrary  to  his 

*  defircs,  but  I  hope  he'll  one  day  thank 
4  me  for  it.     As  to  money,  don't  think 
1  of  it  at  prefent.     Be  allured  you  may 

*  command  all  in  my  power  to  do  for 

*  you  without  referve. 

*  I  believe,  when  we  hear  he  is  com- 
t  ing,  it  will  be  bed  to  make  nfe-of  the 

*  key,  which  I  iliall  footi  procure  you ; 

*  and  I  can  borrow  a  horfe  for  you,  I 

*  believe,  to  wait  within  half  a  mile  of 

*  the  back-door,  over  the  pafture;  and 

*  will  contrive  by  tnyfdf,  or  fbmebody, 
4   to  have  you  conducted  fome  miles  dif- 
'  tant,  to  one  of  the  villages  thereabouts ; 

*  fo  don't   be  difcomforted,   I    befeech 
'  yen.     I  am,  excellent  Mrs.  Pamela, 
'  your  faithful  friend,  &c/ 

I  made,  a  thoufand  fad  reflections  up- 
on the  former  part  of  this  honelt  gentle- 
man's kind  letter  j  and  but  for  the  hope 
he  gave  me  at  laft,  faould  have  given  up 


my  cafe  as  quite  defperate.  I  then  wrote 
to  thank  him  mod  gratefully  for  his  kind 
endeavours;  to  lament  the  little  concern 
the  gentry  had  for  my  deplorable  cafe ; 
the  wickednefs  of  the  world,  firft  to  give 
way  to  fuch  iniquitous  fafhions,  and  then 
plead  the  frequency  of  them,  againft  the 
attempt  to  amend  them  ;  and  how  unafr 
fecled  people  were  with  the  diftreffes  of 
others.  I  recalled  my  former  hint  as  to 
writing  to  Lady  Davers,  which  I  feared, 
I  faid,  would  only  lerve  to  apprize  her 
brother,  that  me  knew  his  wicked  fcheme, 
and  more  hardened  him  in  it,  and  make 
him  come  down  the  fooner,  and  to  be  the 
more  determined  on  my  ruin;  betides. 
that,  it  might  make  Mr.  Williams  gueffed 
at,  as  a  means  of  conveying  my  letter: 
and  being  very  fearful,  that  if  that  good 
lady  would  interefl  herfelf  in  my  behalf 
(which  was  a  doubt,  becaufe  me  both 
loved  and  feared  her  brother,)  it  would 
have  no  effecl  i!pon  him;  and  that  there- 
fore I  would  wait  the  happy  event  I 
might  hope  for  from  his  kind  afliitance 
in  the  key,  and  the  horfe.  I  intimated 
my  mailer's  letter,  begging  to  be  per- 
mitted to  come  down  :  was  fearful  it 
might  be  fudden;  and  that  I  was  of 
opinion  no  time  was  to  be  loft;  for  we 
might  let  flip  all  our  opportunities  ;  tel- 
ling him  the  money- trick  of  this  vile 
woman,  &c. 

I  had  not  time  to  take  a  copy  of  this 
letter,  I  was  fo  watched.     But  when  I 
had  it  ready  in  my  bofom,  I  was  eafy. 
And  fo  I  went  to  feek  out  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
and  told  her  I  would  have  her  advica 
upon  the  letter  I  had  received  from  my 
mailer;  which  point  of  confidence  in  her 
pleafed  her  not  a  little.    *  Ay,'  faid  fhe, 
'  now  this  is  fomething  like  :  and  we'll 
'  take  a  turn  in  the  garden,  or  where 
*  you  pleaie.'     I  pretended  it  was  indif- 
ferent to  me ;  and  ib  we  walked  into  the 
garden.     I  began  to  talk  to  her  of  the 
letter;  but  was  far  from  acquainting  her 
with  all  the  contents;  only  that  he  want- 
ed my  confent  to  come  down,  and  hoped 
Ihe  ufed  me  kindly,  and  the  like.     And 
I  faid — '  Now,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  let  me  have 
your  advice  as  to  this.' — '  Why  then, 
raid  me,  I  will  give  it  you  freely:  e'en 
fend  to  him  to  come  down.     It  will 
highly  oblige  hiiii,  and  I  dare  fayyou'll 
fare  the    better  for  it.1 — *   How  the 
better  /"  faid  I. — I  dare  fay,  you  think: 
yourfelf  that  he  intends  my  run."'— « 
I  hate/  faid  ihe,  *  that  fooli/h  word, 
M  «  Your 
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Your  ruin ! — Why  ne"er  a  lady  in  the 
land  may  live  happier  than  you,  if  you 
will,  or  be  more  honourably  ufed.' 
'  Well,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  laid  I,  ' I  (hall 
not,  at  this  time,  difpute  with  you 
about  the  words  ruin  and  honourable: 
for  I  find,  we  have  quite  diffeaant  no- 
tions of  both:  but  now  I  will  fpealc 
plainer  than  ever  I  did.  Do  you  think 
he  intends  to  make  propofals  to  me  as 
to  a  kept  miftrefs,  or  kept  flave  rather, 
i  or  do  you  not?1 — >(  Why,  lambkin,' 
faid  (he,  'what  doft  thou  think,  thyfelf  ?* 
— '  I  fear,'  faid  I,  '  he  does.1—*  Well,' 
faid  (he,  *  but  if  he  does  (for  I  know 

*  nothing  of  the  matter,  I  aflure  you,) 

*  you  may  have  your  own  terms — I  fee 
'  that;  for  you  may  do  any  thing  with 

*  him.' 

I  could  not  bear  this  to  be  fpoken, 
though  it.  was  all  I  feared  of  a  long 
time;  and  began  to  exclaim  mod  fadly. 
'  Nay,'  faid  (he,  '  he  may  marry  you,  as 
'  far  as  I  know.'—'  No,  no,1  faid  I, 

*  that  cannot  be. — I  neither  defire  nor 

*  expect  it.     His  condition  don't  permit 
'  me  to  have  fuch  a  thought;  and  that, 
'  and  the  whole  feries  of  his  conduct, 
'  convinces  me  of  the  contrary,-  and  you 
6  would   have  me  invite  him  to  come 

*  down,  would  you?    Is  not  this  to  in- 

*  vite  my  ruin  ?' 

'  'Tis  what  I  would  do,'  faid  (he,  '  in 
'  your  place ;  and  if  it  was  to  be  as  you 

*  Ihinky  I  (hould  rather  be  out  of  my  pain, 

*  than  live  in  continual  frights  and  ap- 

*  prehenfions,  as  you  do.1 — '  No,'  re- 
plied I,  '  an  hour  of  innocence  is  worth 

*  an  age  of  guilt;  and  were  my  life  to 

*  be  made  ever  fo  miferable  by  it,  I 

*  (hot! Id  never  forgive  myielf,  if  I  were 

*  not  to  lengthen  out  to  the  longed  mi- 

*  nute  my  happy  time  of  honefty.  Who 
'  knows  what  Providence  may  do  for 
'  me?' 

'  Why,  may-be,'  faid  (he,  '  as  he  loves 

*  you  fo  well,  you  may  prevail  upon  him 

*  by  your  prayers  and  tears ;  and  for 

*  that  reafon,  I  mould  think,  you'd  bet- 

*  ter  let  him  comedown.' — '  Well,'  faid 
I,  '  I  will  write  him  a  letter,  becaufe  he 
c  expects  an  anfwer,  or  may  be  he  will 

*  make  a  pretence  to  come  clown.   How 

*  can  it  go?* 

'  I'll  take  care  of  that,'  faid  (he,  «  it 

*  is    in    my     inftruc~b'dns.'  —  '    Ay,' 
thought  I,  '   fo  I  doubt,    by  the  hint 

*  Mr.  Williams  gave  me  about  the  poft- 
4  houfe.* 


The  gardener  coming  by,  I  faid— 
'  Mr.  Jacob,  I  have  planted  a  few  beans, 
*,and  I  call  the  place  my  garden.    It  is 
'  juft  by  the  door  out  yonder:  I'll  (hew 
'  it  you;  pray  don't  dig  them  up.1    So  I 
went  on  with  him,  and  when  we  had 
turned  the  alley,  out  of  her  fight,  and 
were  near  the  place,  (aid  I — '  Pray  ftep  to. 
'  Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  aflc  her  if  (lie  has  any 
'  more  beans  for  me  to  plant.1  Hefmiltd, 
I  fuppofe,  at  my  foolifhnefs;  and  I  pop- 
ped the   letter  under   the  mould,    and 
ftepped  back,  as  if  waiting  for  his  re- 
turn; which,  being  near,  was  immediate; 
•  and  (he  followed  him.    '  What  (houkl  1 
'  do  with  beans  ?'  faid  (he, — and  fadly 
feared  me;  for  (lie  whifpered  me — '  I 
am  afraid  of  fome  fetch  ?  You  don't 
ufe  to  fend  on  fuch  fimple  errands.'— 
What  fetch  ?'  faid  I :  '  it  is  hard  I  can 
neither  ftir,  nor  (peak,  but  I  muft  be 
fufpefted.'— '  Why,'  faid  (he,  '  my 
mafter  writes,  that  I  muft  have  all  my 
eyes  about  me;  for  though  you  are  as 
innocent  as  a  dove,  yet  you're  as  cun- 
ning as  a  ferpent.     But  I'll  forgive 
you,  if  you  cheat  weS 
Then  I  thought  of  my  money,  and 
could  have  called  her  names,  had  I  dared : 
and  I  faid — '  Pray,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  now 
you  talk  of  forgiving  me,  if  I  cheat 
you,  be  fo  kind  as  to  pay  me  my  mo- 
ney ;  for  though  I  have  no  occafion  for 
it,  yet  I  know  you  was  but  in  jeft,  and 
intended  to  give  it  me  again.' — '  You 
mail  have  it  in  a  proper  time,1  (aid  (lie, 
/but,  indeed,  I  was  in  earneft  to  get  it 
out  of  your  hands,  for  fear  you  (hould 
make  an  ill  ufe  of  it.'     And  fo~we  ca- 
villed upon  this  fubject  as  we  walked  in, 
and  I  went  up  to  write  my  letter  to  my 
mafter;  and,  as  I  intended  to  (hew  it  her, 
I  refolved  to  write  accordingly  aa  to  her 
part  of  it;  for  I  made  little  account  of 
his  offer  to  Mrs.  Jervis  to  me,  inftead  of 
this  wicked  woman,  (though  the  moft 
agreeable  thing  that  could  have  befallen 
me,  except  my  efcape  from  hence)  nor  in- 
deed any -thing  he  faid.     For  to  be  ho- 
nourable, in  the  juft  fenfe  of  the  word, 
he  need  not  have  caufed  me  to  be  run 
away  with,  and  confined  a$  I  am.     I 
wrote  as  follows: 


'    HONOURED   SIR, 

EN  I  confider  how  eafily  you 
'  might  make  me  happy,  fines 
«  all  I  defire  is  to  be  permitted  to  go  to 

«  my 
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my  poor  father  and  mother;  when  I 
reflect  upon  your  former  propoial  to 
me,  in  relation  to  a  certain  perfon,  not 
one  word  of  which  is  now  mentioned; 
and  upon  my  being  in  <_hai  ftrange 
manner  run  away  with,  and  ftill  kept 
here  a  miierable  prifoner;  do  you  think, 
Sir,  (pardon  your  poor  fervant's  free- 
dom; my  fears  make  me  bold;  do  you 
think,  I  fay)  that  your  general  aflur- 
auces  of  honovr  to  me,  can  have  the 
effect  upon  m^,  that,  were  it  not  for 
thefe  things,  all  your  words  ou2,ht  to 
have?  — O  good  Sir!  I  too  much  ap- 
prehend, that  your  notions  of  honour  , 
and  mine  are  very  different  from  one 
another:  and  I  have  no  other  hope  but 
in  your  co  i tinned  ablence,.  If  you 
have  any  propofals  to  maice  me,  that 
are  coniiiient  with  your  honourable 
profeffions,  in  my  humble  feme  of  the 
word,  a  few  lines  will  communicate 
them  tome,  and  I  will  return  fuch  an 
anlwer  as  beiiis  me.  But  Oh  !  what 
propofals  can  one  in  your  high  ftation 
have  to  make  to  one  in  my  low  one !  I 
know  what  belongs  to  your  degree  too 
well  to  imagine,  that  any -thing  can  be 
expected  but  lad  temptations,  and  utter 
diftrtfs,  if  you  come  down;  and  you 
know  not,  Sir,  when  I  am  made  defpe- 
rate,  what  the  wretched  Pamela  dares 
to  do  I 

'  Whatever  rafhnefs  you  may  impute 
to  me,  I  cannot  help  it;  but  I  vvifli  I 
may  not  be  forced  upon  any,  that 
otherwife  would  never  enter  into  my 
thoughts.  Forgive  me,  Sir,  my  plain- 
nefs ;  I  mould  be  loth  to  behave  to  my 
matter  unbecomingly ;  but  I  muft  needs 
fay,  Sir,  my  innocence  is  fo  dear  to  me, 
that  all  other  conliderations  are,  and,  I 
hope,  (hall  ever  be,  treated  by  me 'as 
niceties,  that  ought,  for  that,  to  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  If  you  mean  honourably, 
why,  Sir,  mould  you  not  let  me  know 
it  plainly  ?  Why  is  it  neceffary  to  im- 
prifon  me,  to  convince  me  of  it  ?  And 
why  muft  I  be  clofe  watched,  and  at- 
tended, hindered  from  ftirring  out, 
from  fpeaking  to  any-body,  from  go- 
ing fo  much  as  to  church  to  pray  for 
you,  who  have  been,  till  of  late,  ,fo 
generous  a  benefactor  to  me?  Wliy, 
Sir,  I  humbly  afk,  why  all  this,  if  you 
mean  honourably  ? — It  is  not  for  me 
to  expoftulate  fo  freely,  but  in  a  cafe  fo 
near  to  me,  with  you,  Sir,  fo  greatly 
my  fuperior.  Pardon  n;,e,  I  hope  you 
vviUj  but  as  tofeeingyou  ;Icannotbear 
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the  dreadful  apprehenfion.  Whatever 
you  have  to  propole,  whatever  you  in- 
tend by  me,  let  my  afknt  be  that  of  a 
free  peribn,  mean  as  I  am,  and  not  of 
a  lordid  flave,  who  is  to  be  threatened 
and  frightened  into  a  compliance  with 
meafures,  which  your  con  duel  to  her 
feems  to  imply  wo:: id  be  otherwife  ab- 
horred by  her. — My  rdtraintis  indeed 
hard  upon  me  :  Tarn  very  uneafy  under 
it.  Snorten  it,  I  beleech  you,  or — * 
But  I  will  not  dare  to  fay  more,  than 
that  I  am  your  greatly  oppreJJ'ed  un- 


After  I  had  taken  a  copy  of  this,  J 
folded  it  up;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes,  coming 
jult  as  I  had  done,  fat  down  by  me;  and 
faicl,  W:ien  fhe  faw  me  direct  it — c  I  wifu 
you  would  tell  me  if  you  have  taken 
my  advice,  and  confented  to  my  ma- 
fter's  coming;  down.' — •  If  itwilloblige 
you,'  laid  I,  *  I  will  read  it  to  you.'— 
That's  good,'  ftid  fhe;  <  then  I'll  love 
yoi>  dearly.' — SaidI — *  Then  you  mult 
not  offer  to  alter  one  word. — '  I  won't,* 
replied  flie.     So  I  read  it  to  her,  and  fhe 
praifed  me  much  for  my  wording  it ;  but 
faid,  fhe  thought  I  pufhed  the  matter  very 
clofe;  and  it  would  better  bear  talking  of, 
than  --writing  about.    She  wanted  an  ex- 
planation or  two,  as  about  the  propofal 
to  a  certain  perfon;  but  I  faid  fhe  muft 
take  it  as  fhe  heard  it.     *  Well,  well/ 
faid  fhe,  '  I  make  no  donbt  you  under - 
*  ftand  one  anofher,  and  will  do  fo  more 
'  and  more.'    I  fealed  up  the  letter,  and 
(he  undertook  to  convey  it. 


SUNDAY. 

FO R  my  part,  I  knew  it  in  vain  to 
expect  leave  to  go  to  church  now, 
and  fo  I  did  not  afk;  and  I  was  the  more 
indifferent,  becaufe  if  I  might  have  had 
permiffion,  the  fight  of  the  neighbouring 
gentry,  who  haddefpifed  my  iufterings, 
would  have  given  me  great  regret  and 
farrow ;,  and  it  was  impoflible  I  fhould 
have  edified  under  any  do6h'ine  preached 
by  Mr.  Peters :  fo  I  applied  myfelf  to  my 
private  devotions. 

Mr.  Williams  came  yefterday,  and 
this  day,  as  ufual,  and  took  my  letter; 
but,  having  no  good  opportunity,  we 
avoided  one  another's  converfatibn,  and 
kept  at  a  diftance  :  but  I  was  concerned 
I  had  not  the  key;  for  I  would  not  have 
loft  a  moment  in  that  cafe,  had  I  been 
M  ^  he, 
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he,  and  he  I.  When  I  was  at  my  devo- 
tion, Mrs.  Jewkes  came  up,  and  wanted 
me  fadly  to  (ing  her  a  pl'alm,  as  fhe  had 
often  on  common  days  importuned  me 
for  a  fong  upon  the  fpinnet:  but  I  de- 
clined it,  becaufe  my  fpirits  were  fo  low 
I  could  hardly  fpenk,  nor  cared  to  be 
fpoken  to;  but  when  fhe  was  gone,  I, 
remembering  the  cxxxviith  Pfalm  to  be 
a  little  touching,  turned  to  it,  and  took 
the  liberty  to  alter  i't,  fomewhat  nearer 
to  my  cafe.  I  hope  I  did  not  fin  in  it  j 
but  thus  I  turned  it. 

I. 

fad  I  fat  in  B n-hall, 

AH  guarded  round  about, 
And  thought  of  ev'ry  abfent  friend, 
The  tears  for  grief  burft  out. 

II. 

My  joys  and  hopes  all  overthrown, 
My  heart-ftrings  almoft  broke,  , 
Unfit  my  mind  for  melody, 
Much  more  to  bear  a  joke  j 

•     III. 

Then  fhe  to  whom  I  pris'ner  was, 
Said  to  me  tauntingly — 

*  Now  chear  your  heart,  and  fing  a  fongj 

4  And  tune  your  mind  to  joy.* 

IV. 

'  Alas!'  faid  I,  *  howcan  I  frame 
•«  My  heavy  heart  to  fing, 

*  Or  tune  my  mind,  while  thus  enthrall'd 

«  By  fuch  a  wicked  thing! 

•    V. 

«  But  yet,  if  from  my  innocence 
'  I,£v'n  in  thought,  fhould  flide, 

*  Then  let  my  fingers  quite  forget. 

*  The  fweet  fpinnet  to  guide. 

VI. 
'  And  let  my  tongue  within  my  mouth 

«  Be  lock'd  for  .ever  faft,   ,. 
'  Jf  I  rejoice,  before  I  fee" 

*  My  full  deliv'rance  paft.* 

:     • . ;  '•        vii. 

And  thou,  Almighty,  recompenfe 

The  evils  I  endure 
prom  thofe  who  feek  my  fad  difgrace, 

;    So  caufelefs,  to  procure. - 

VIII. 
Remember, Lord,  this  Mrs.  Jewkes, 

When,  with  a  mighty  found, 
She  cries — '  Down  with  her  chaftity, 

'  Down  to.the  very  ground!' 

;      .     ,   "  .,  ....  IX.  .. 
Ev'n  fo  (halt  thou,  O  wicked  one, 

At  length  to  fliame  be  brought,; 
And  happy  fhall  all  thofe  be  call'd 

That  my  deliv'rance  wrought. 

X. 
Yea,  blefled  fhall  the  man  be  call'd 

That  (names  thee  of  thy  evil,    .- 
And  faves  me  from  thy  vile  attempts^ 
.-'  And  thee,  too,  from  the  d— 1.    ,., 


MONDAY,  TUESDAY,  WEDNESDAY. 

I  Write  now  with  a  little  more  liking, 
though  lefs  opportunity,  beca  :fe  Mr. 
Williams  has  got  a  large  parcel  of  my 
papers  faf e,  in  his  hands,  to  lend  them 
to  you,  as  he  has  opportunity;  fo  I  am 
not  quite  ufelefsly  employed  j  and  I  am 
delivered,  befides,  from  the  fear  .of  their 
being  found,  if  I  mould  be  fearched,  or 
difcovered.  I  have  been  permitted  to 
take  an  airing-five  or  fix  miles,  with  Mrs. 
Jewkes:  but,  though  I  know  not  the 
reafon,  fhe  watches  me  more  clofely  than 
everj  fo  that  we  have  difcontinued,  by 
eonfent,  for  thefe  three  days,  the  f\m- 
flower  correfpondence. 

The  poor  cook- maid  has  had  a  bad 
mifchance;  for  me  has  been  hurt  much 
by  a  bull  in  the  pafture,  by  the  fide  of 
the  garden,  not  far  from  the  back-door. 
Now  this  pafture  I  am  to  crofs,  which  is 
about  half  a  mile,  and  then  is  a  common, 
and  near  that  a  private  horfe-road,  where 
I  hope  to  find  an  opportunity  for  efcap- 
ing,  as  foon  as  Mr.  Williams  can  get  me 
a  horfe,  and  has  made  all  ready  for  me : 
for  he  has  got  me  the  key,  which  he  put 
under  the  mould,  juft  by  the  door,  as  he 
found  an  opportunity  to  hint  to  me. 

He  juft  now  has  fignified,  that  the 
gentleman  is'  dead,  whole  living  he  has 
had  hope  of;  and  he  came  pretendedly 
to  tell  Mrs.  Jewkes  of  it  j  and  fo  could 
fpeak  this  to  her  before  me.  She  wifhed 
him  joy.  See  what  the  world  is !  one 
man's  death  is  another  man's  joy.  Thus 
we  thruft  out  one  another !  —  My  hard 
cafe  makes  me  ferious.  He  found  means 
to  Hide  a  letter  into  my  hands,  and  is 
gone  away :  he  looked  at  me  with  fuch 
refpe6l  and  folemnnefs  at  parting,  that 
Mrs.  Jewkes  faid— «  Why,  Madam,  I 

*  believe  our  young  parfon  is  half  in  lov£ 
'  with  you/ — 'Ah!  Mrs.  Jewkes,1  faid 
I,  «  he  knows  better."    Said  flie,  (I  be- 
lieve to  found  me)—'  Why,  I  can't  fee 
5  you  can  either  of  you  do  better ;  and  I 
'  have  lately  been  fo  touched  for  you', 
'  feeing  how  heavily  you  apprehend  dif- 
'  honour  from  my  mafter,  that  I  think 
«  it  is  pity  you  mould  not  have  Mr. 
«  Williams.' 

I  knew  •  this  muft  be  a  fetch  of  hers, 
becaufe,  inftead  of  being  troubled  for 
me,  as  fhe  pretended,,  fhe  watched  me 
clofer,  and  him  too  :.  and  fo  I  faid— 
(  There  is  not  the  man  living  that-I  de- 

*  fire  to  marry.     If  I  can  but  keep  my- 


PAMELA. 


felf  honeft,  it  is  all  my  defire:  and  to 
be  a  comfort  and  afiiitanceto  my  poor 
parents,  if  it  mould  be  my  liappy  lot 
to  be  fo,  is  the  very  top  of  my  ambi- 
tion.'—4 Well,  but/  faid  me,  <  I  have 
been  thinking  very  ferioufly,  that  Mr. 
Williams  would  make  you  a  good 
huiband  ;  and  as  he  will  owe  all  his 
fortune  to  my  rnafter,  he  will  be  very 
glad,  to  be  fure,  to  be  obliged  to  him 
for  a  wife  of  his  choofing;  efpecially,' 
faid  fhe,  '  fuch  a  pretty  one,  and  one  fo 
*  ingenious,  and  genteelly  educated.'1 

This  gave  me  a  doubt,  whether  fhe 
Jcnew  of  my  matter's  intimation  of  that 
fort  formerly;  and  I  afked  her,  if  me 
had  rerjfon  to  furmife,  that  that  was  in 
view  ?  '  No,'  (he  faid  ;  it  was  only  her  own 
thought  ;  but  it  wns  very  likely,  that  my 
mafter  had  either  that  in  view,  or  feme- 
thing  better  for  me.  But,  if  I  approved 
of  it,  me  would  propofe  fuch  a  thing  to 
her  mafter  directly  ;  and  gave  a  detefta- 
ble  hint,  that  I  might  take  refutations 
upon  it,  of  bringing  fuch  an  affair  to 
effect.  I  told  her  I  abhorred  her  vile 
jnfinuation;  and  as  to  Mr.  Willhtns,  I 
thought  him  a  civil  good  fort  of  man  ; 
but  as  on  one  fide,  he  was  above  me  5  lo 
on  the  other,  I  faid  of  all  things,  I  did 
not  love  a  parfon.  So,  finding  (he  could 
make  nothing  of  me,  (he  quitted  the  fab- 


'  I  will  open  this  letter  by-and-by,  and 
give  you  the  contents  of  it;  for  fhe  is  up 
and  down  fo  much,  that  I  am  afraid  of 
her  fuf  prizing  me. 

Well,  I  fee  Providence  has  not  aban- 
doned me:  I  mall  be  under  no  neceflity  to 
make  advances  to  Mr.  Williams,  if  I 
was  (as  I  am  fure  I  am  not)  difpofed  to 
it.  This  Is  his  letter: 

*  T  Know  not  how  to  exprefs  myfelf, 
*   *  left  I  mould  appear  to  you  to  have 

*  afelfifh  view  in  the  fervice  I  would  do 

*  you.     But  I  really  know  but  one  ef- 

*  fectual  and  honourable  way  to  difen- 

*  gage  yourfelf  from  the  dangerous  fitu- 

*  ation  you  are  in  .    It  is  that  of  marriage 

*  with  fome  perfon  that  you  can  make 

*  happy  in  your  approbation.     As  for 

*  my  own  part,  it  would  be,  as  things 
•*  ftnnd,  my  apparent  ruin  ;  and,  worfe 

*  ftill,  I  fhould  involve  you  in  mifery  too. 

*  But  yet,  fo  great  is  my  veneration  for 

*  you,  and  fo  entire  my  reliance  on  Pro- 

*  vidence,  upon  fo  hi  ft  an  occafion,  th?t 
'  I  mould  think  myfelf  but  too  i-nnpy, 

*  ;t  J  might  be  accepted,  J  would  in  this 


cafe  forego  all  my  expectations,  and  be 
your  conductor  to  fome  fafe  diftance. 
But  why  do  I  fay,  in  this  cafe?  That 
I  will  do,  whether  you  think  fit  to  re- 
ward me  fo  eminently  or  not:  and  jf 
will,  the  moment,  I  hear  of  Mr.  B/s 
letting  out  (and  I  think  now  I  have 
fettled  a  very  good  method  of  intelli- 
gence of  ail  his  motion?,)  get  a  horfe 
ready,  and  myfelf  to  conduct  you.  I 
refer  myfelf  wholly  to  your  gcodnefs 
and  direction,  and  am,  with  the  higheft 
refpect, your  moj}  faithful  humble  Jer- 
<vant. 

f  Don't  think  this  a  fudden  refolutlon. 
'  I  always  admired  youi  hear-faycha- 
'  racter;  and  the  moment  I  faw  you, 
4  wifhed  to  fei  ve  il>  much  excellence.* 

What  mail  I  fiy,  my  dear  father  and 
mother,  to  this  unex  't-ck •;  declaration? 
I  want,  now,  more  th.ui  ever,  your  blef- 
fing  and  direction.  But,  after  all,  I  have 
no  mind  to  marry :  I  had  rather  live  witli 
you.  But  yet,  I  would  marry  a  man  who 
begs  from  door  to  door,  and  has  no  home 
nor  being,  rather  than  endanger  my  ho- 
nefty.  Yet,  I  cannot,  methinks,  hearcf 
being  a  wife. — After  a  thoufand  differ- 
ent thoughts,  I  wrote  as  follows : 

REVEREND   SIR, 

'  T  Am  greatly  confufed  at  the  contents 
*  of  your  laft.  You  are  much  too 
generous,  and  I  can't  bearyo  ,  mould 
rifque  all  your  future  profpects  for  fo 
unworthy  a  creature.  I  cannot  think 
of  your  offer  without  equal  concern 
and  gratitude;  for  nothing,  bntto avoid 
my  utter  ruin,  can  make  me  think  of 
a  change  of  condition;  and  fo,  Sir, 
you  ought  not  to  accept  of  fuch  an  in- 
voluntary compliance,  as  mine  would 
be,  were  I,  upon  the  laft  neceflity,  to 
yield  to  your  very  generous  propofal. 
I  will  rely  wholly  'ipon  your  goodnefs 
to  me,  in  dlifting  my  efcape;  but  mall 
not,  on  your. account  principally, 7&»l 
of  the  honour  you  propc-fe  for  me,  at 
prefentj  and  never,  but  at  thepkafurs 
of  my  parents,  who,  poor  as  they  arc', 
in  fuch  a  weighty  point,  are  as  much 
intitled  to  my  obedience  and  duty,  as 
if  they  were  ever  fo  rich.  I  beg  yon, 
therefore,  Sir,  not  to  think  of  any- 
thing from  me,  but  ever'ailing  grati- 
tuch,  wlVich  vvill  always  bind  rne,  to 
be  jour  mrf  obliged JervautC 

THURSDAY^ 


P  A  M  E  L  A. 


THURSDAY,  FRIDAY,  SATURDAY, 
THE  14-th,  1 5th,  AND  l6til,  OF  MY 
BONDAGE. 

MRS.  Jewkes  has  received  a  letter, 
and  is  much  civiller  to  me;  and 
Mv.  Williams  too,  than  me  uied  to  be. 
I  wonder  I  have  not  one  in  anfwer  to 
mine  to  my  mafter.  I  fuppofe  I  put  the 
matter  too  home  to  him 5  and  he  is  an- 
gry. I  am  not  the  more  pleafed  with  her 
civility j  for  me  is  horrid  cunning,  and 
is  not  a  whit  lefs  watchful.  I  laid  a  trap 
to  get  at  her  inftru&ions,  which  me  car- 
ries in  theboibm  of  her  ftays;  but  it  has 
not  mcceeded.  -> 

My  laft  letter  is  come  fafe  to  Mr. 
Williams  by  the  old  conveyance,  fo  that 
he  is~  not  fufpe&ed.  He  has  intimated, 
that  though  I  have  not  come  fo  readily  as 
he  hoped  into  his  fcheme,  yet  his  dili- 
gence (hall  not  be  flackened,  and  he  will 
leave  it  to  Providence  and  myfelf,  to  dif- 
pofe  of  him  as  he  mail  be  found  to  de- 
ferve.  He  has  figniiied  to  me,  that  he 
ihall  loon  fend  a  fpecial  meflenger  with 
the  packet  to  you,  and  I  have  added  to 
it  what  has  occurred  fmce. 


SUNDAY. 

I  Am  juft  now  quite  aftonimed  \ — -I 
hope  all  is  right! — but  I  have  a 
ftrangc  turn  to  acquaint  you  with.  Mr. 
Williams  and  Mrs.  Jewkes  came  to  me 
both  together;  he  in  extacies,  me  with  a 
frrange  fluttering  fort  of  air.  *  Well,* 
faid  fhe,  *  Mrs.  Pamela,  I  give  you  joy  !— 

*  I  give  you  joy! — Let  no-body  fpeak 

*  but  me ! '    Then  me  fat  down,  as  out  of 
breath,  puffing  and  blowing.     *  Why, 

*  every  thing  turns  crs  I  laid  it  would!' 
faid  me  :  *  why,  there  is  to  be  a  match 

*  between  you  and  Mr. Williams !  Well, 
'  I  always  thought  it.     Never  was  fo 

*  good  a  mafter ! — Go  to,  go  to,  naughty 
'  miftruftful  Mrs.  Pamela,  nay;  Mrs. 

*  Williams,'  faid  the  forward  creature,'  I 

*  may  as  good  call  you :  you  ought  on 
f  your  knees  to  beg  his  pardon  a  thou- 

*  land  times  for  miih'uiiing  him.1 

She  was  going . on ;  but  I  laid- — *  Don't 
f  torture  me  thus,%I  befeech  you,  Mrs. 
f  Jewkes.  "  Let  me  know  all!— Ah! 
?  Mr.  Williams,'  faid  I, '  take  care,  take 
<  care!' — «  Mi ftruttful  again!'  faid  fhe; 

*  why,  Mi-.  Williams,  ihew  her  your 


'  letter;  and  I  will  fhew  her  mine:  they 

*  were  brought  by  the  lame  hand.' 

I  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  ^hat  this 
might  mean ;  and  faid — (  You  'have  fo 
'  furprized  me,  that  I  cannot  Hand,  nor 

*  hear,  nor  read  ! — Why  did  you  come 

*  up  in  fuch  a  manner  to  attack  fuch 
'  weak   fpirits  ?'  '   Said    he,    to    Mrs. 
Jewkes — <•  Shall  we  leave  our  letters  with 

*  Mrs.  Pamela,  and  let  her  recover  from 
her  furprize  ?' — '  Ay,'  laid  fne, «  with  all 

*  my  heart ;  here  is  nothing  but  naming 

*  honour  and  good  will !'  And  fo  faying, 
they  left  me  their  letters  and  withdrew. 

My  heart  was  quite  fick  with  the  fur- 
prize;  fo  that  I  could  not  prefently  read 
them,  notwithftanding  my  impatience  j 
but  after  a- while,  recovering,  I  found 
the  contents  thus  llrange  and  unexpected ; 

'    MR.  WILLIAMS, 

*  T"*  HE  death  of  Mr.  Fownes  has  now 

A  '  given  me  the  opportunity  I  have 
long  wanted,  to  make  you  happy,  and 
that  in  a  double  refpeft  :  for  I  mail 
foon  put  you  in  pontffion  of  his  living, 
and  if  you  have  the  art  of  making 
yourfelf  well  received,  of  one  of  the 
lovelieil  wives  in  England.  She  has 
not  been  ufed  (as  fhe  has  reafon  to 
think)  according  to  her  merit;  but 
when  me  finds  herfelf  under  the  pro- 
teclion  of  a  man  of  virtue  and  probity, 
and  a  happy  competency  to  fupport 
life  in  the  manner  to  which  me  has 
been  of  late  years  accuftomed,  I  am 
perfuaded  me  will  forgive  thofe  feem- 
ing  hardfhips  which  have  paved  the 
way  to  fo  happy  a  lot,  as  I  hope  it  will 
be  to  you  both.  I  have  only  to  account 
for  and  excufe  the  odd  conduct  I  have 
been  guilty  of,  which  I  mall  do  when 
I  fee  you:  but  as  I  mail  foon  fet  out 
for  London,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  yet 
this  month.  Mean  time,  if  you  can 
prevail  with  Pamela,  you  need  not 
fufpend  for  that  your  mutual  happi- 
nefs;  only,  let  me  have  notice  of  it 
firft,  and  that  fhe  approves  of  it;  which 
ought  to  be,  in  fo  material  a  point,  en- 
tirely at  her  option  ;  as  I  afiure  you, 
on  the  other  hand,  I  would  have  it  at 
yours,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to 
complete  your  happinefs.  I  am  jour 
bumble  fer<v  antC 

Was  ever  the  like  heard; — lie  ftill,  my 

throbbing  heart,  divided  as  thou  art, 

between 
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between  thy  hopes  and  thy  fears ! — But 
this  is  the  letter  Mrs.  Jewkes  left  with 


*    MRS.    JE \VKES, 

*  vr  O  U  have  been  very  careful  and  di- 

•*•  *  ligent  in  the  talk,  which,  for 
reafons  I  ihall  hereafter  explain,  I  had 
im  poled  upon  you.  Your  trouble  is 
now  almottatan  end}  for  I  have  writ- 
ten my  intentions  to  Mr.  Williams  fo 
particularly,  that  I  need  fay  the  leis 
hare,  becauie  he  will  not  fcruple,  I 
believe,  to  let  you  know  the  contents 
of  my  letter.  I  have  only  one  thing  to 
mention,  that  if  you  find  what  I  have 
hinted  to  him  in  the  leaft  meafure  diia- 
greeable  to  either,  you  aflfnre  them 
both,  that  they  are  at  entire  liberty  to 
purfue  their  own  inclinations.  I  hope 
you  continue  your  civilities  to  the  mif- 
truflful,  uneaiy  Pamela,  who  will  now 
begin  to  think  better  of  hers  and  your 
friendt  &c.' 

I  had  hardly  time  to  tranfcribe  thefe 
letters,  though,  writing- fo  much,  I  write 
pretty  fall,  before  they  both  came  up 
again  in  high  fpiritsj  and  Mr.  Williams 
laid — '  I  am  glad  at  my  heart,  Madam, 

*  that  I  was  beforehand  in  my  declara- 

*  tions  to  you;  this  generous  letter  has 

*  made  me  the  happielt  man  on  earth; — 
'   and,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  you  may  be  lure, 
'  it  I  can  procure  this  fair-one's  confent,' 
'   I  mall  think  myfelf — '  I  interrupted 
the  good  man,  and  faid — '  Ah!    Mr. 

*  Williams,  take  care,  take  care;  don't 

*  let—"1  There  I  ftopt,  and  Mrs.  Jewkes 
laid—4   Still  miftruitful!— I  never  fi\v 
'  the  like  in  my  life! — But  I  fee/  laid 
flie,  c  I  was  not  wrong,  while  my  old 
'  orders  lailed,  to  be  wary  of  you  both— 
4   I  mould  have  had  a  hard  talk  to  pre- 

*  vent  you,  I  find;  for,  as  the  faying  is, 

*  Nought  can  refrain  confent  of  'twain .' 
I  doubted  not  her  taking  hold  of  his 

joyful  indifcretion. — I  took  her  letter, 
and  faid — '  Here,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  is  yours ; 
'  I  thank  you  for  it;  but  I  huve  beenfo 

*  long  in  a  maze,  that  I  can  fay  nothing 
'  of  this  for  the  prefent.     Time   will 

*  bring  all  to  light. — Sir,'  faid  I,  'here 
'  is  yours :  may  every  thing  turn  to  your 

*  happineis!  Igiveyou  joy  of  my  mailer's 

*  goodnefs  in  the  living.'1 — '  It  will  be 
'  dying,   faid  he, l  not  a.li<uimr,  without 
'  you.' — '  Forbear  Sir/  laid  I :  '  while  I 
<  have  a  father  and  mother,  I  ara  not  my 


'  ownmiftrefs,  poor  as  they  are :  and  Til 

*  fee  myfelf  quite  at  liberty,   before  I 

*  fha!l  think  myfelf  fit  to  make  a  choice.* 
Mrs.  Jewkes   held    up  her  eyes  and 

hands,  and  faid — {  Such  art,  fuch  cau- 
'  tion,  fuch  cunning,  for  thy  years!'— 
«  Well!— Why/  laid  I  (that  he  might 
be  on  his  guard,  though  I  hope  there 
cannot  be  deceit  in  this;   it  would  be 
ftrange  villainy,  and  that  is  a  bad  word,  iF 
there  ihorJd ! )   (  I  have  been  fo  ufed  to 
be  made  a  fool  of  by  fortune,  that  I 
hardly  can  tell  how  to  govern  myfelf} 
and  am  almoil  an  infidel  as  to  man- 
kind.     B  >t  I  hope  I  may  be  wrong; 
henceforth  Mrs.  Jewkes,  you  fliall  re- 
gulate my  opinions  as  you  pleafe,  and 
I  will  confult  you  in  every  thing— 
(that  I  think  proper/  faid  I  to  myfelf) 
— for,  to  be  fure,  though  I  may  forgive 
her,  I  can  never  love  her. 

She  left  Mr.  Williams  and  me,  a  few 
minutes  togeher;  and  I  faid — *  Coniider, 
Sir,  coniidcr  what  you  have  done.'— 
'Tis  impofiible/  laid  he,  *  there  can  be 
deceit/ — '  I  hope  fo/  laid  I  j  but  what 
ne'ceflity  was  th.-Te  for  you  to  talk  of 
your  former  declaration  ?  Let  t/:is  be 
as  it  will,  that  co-.dd  do  no  good,  efpe- 
cially   before  this   woman. — Forgive 
me,  Sir;  they  talk  of  womens  prompt- 
nefs  offpeech;  but  indeed  I  fee  an  ho- 
ned heart  is  not  always  to  be  iruited 
with  itfelf  in  bad  company.' 
He  was  going  to  reply,  but  though 
her  tafk  is  laid  to  be  ALMOST   (I  took 
notice  of  that  word)  at  an  end,  (lie  came 
up  to  us  again;  and  laid — '  Well,  I  had 
*   a  good  mind  to  fhew  you  the  way  to 
c  church  to-morrow.'  I  was  glad  of  this, 
becauie,  though  in  my  prefent  doubtful 
lituation  I  fliould  not  have  chofen  it,  yet 
I  would  have  encouraged  her  propolal, 
to  be  able  to  judge  by  her  being  in  ear- 
neft  or  otherwise,  whether  one  might  de- 
pend upon  the  reft.     Rut  Mr  ..Williams 
again  indilcrettly  helped  her  to  an  ex- 
cul'e,  by  faying,  that  it  was  now  be  ft  to 
defer  it   one   Sunday,    and  till  matters 
were  riper  for  my  appearance:  and  ihc 
readily  took  hold  of  it,  and  confirmed  his 
opinion. 

After  all,  I  hope  the  bell ;  but  if  this 
mould  turn  out  to  be  a  plot,  I  fear  no- 
thing but  a  miracle  can  lave  rne..  But 
fure  the  heart  of  man  is  not  capable  of  fuch 
black  deceit.  JBefuks,  Mr.  Williams  has 
it  under  his  own  hand,  and  lie  dare  not 
but  Ue  in  earneli;  and  then  again,  though 
to  be  fure,  he  has  been  very  wrong  to 

me, 
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me,  yet  his  education,  and  parents  exam- 
ple, have  neither  of  them  taught  him  fuch 
very  black  contrivances.  So  I  will  hope 
forthebeiti 

Mr.  Williams,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  I, 
have  been  all  three  walking  together  in 
the  garden  ;  and  me  pulled  out  her 
key,  and  we  walked  a  little  in  the  pai- 
ture  to  look  at  the  bull,  an  ugly,  grim, 
furly  creature,  that  hurt  the  poor  cook- 
maid;  who  is  got  pretty  well  again.  Mr. 
Williams  pointed  at  the  funftower,  but 
I  was  forced  to  be  very  referved  to  him; 
for  the  poor  gentleman  has  no  guard,  no 
caution  at  all. 

We  have  juft  fupped  together,  all 
threej  and  I  cannot  yet  think  but  all  mull 
be  right. — Only  I  am  refolved  not  to 
marry,  if  I  can  help  it ;  and  I  will  give 
no  encouragement,  I  am  refolved,  at 
leaft,  till  I  am  with  you. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  before  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  he  would  fend  a  melfenger  with 
a  letter  to  my  father  and  mother.— I 
think  the  man  has  no  difcretion  in  the 
world:  but  I  defire  you  will  fend  noan- 
fwer,  till  I  have  the  pleafure  and  happi- 
nefs,  which  now  I  hope  for  foon,  of  fee- 
ing you.  Ke  will,  in  fending  my  packet, 
fend  a  moft  tedious  parcel  of  fluff,  of  my 
spprejjionst  my  diftrf/es,  my  fears ;  and 
ib  I  will  fend  this  with  it  (for  Mrs. 
Jewkes  gives  me  leave  to  fend  a  letter  to 
'  my  father,  which  looks  well;)  and  I  am 
glad  I  can  conclude,  after  all  my  fuffer- 
ings,  with  my  hopes,  to  be  foon  with  you, 
which  I  know  will  give  you  comtort; 
and  fo  I  reft,  begging  the  continuance  of 
your  prayers  and  bleflings,  your  ever 
dutiful  daughter. 


MY  DXAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Have  fo  much  time  upon  my  hands, 
that  I  mull  write  on  to  employ  my- 
ielf.  The  Sunday  Evening,  where  I 
left  off,  Mrs.  Jewkes  afked  me,  if  I  chofe 
to  lie  by  myfeif  ?  I  faid — *  Yes,  with  all 
«  my  heart,  if  (lie  pleafed.1— '  Well,' 
faid  (he,  *  after  to-night  you  fhall.'  I 
afked  her  for  more  paper,  and  me  gave 
me  a  bottle  of  ink,  eight  meets  of  paper, 
which  (he  faid  was  all  her  ftore  (for  now 
ihe  would  get  me  to  write  for  her  to  our 
mafter,  if  me  had  occafion,)  and  fix  pens, 
with  a  piece  of  fealing-wax.  This  looks 
mighty  well.  She  prefled  me,  when  me 
came  to  bed,  very  much,  to  give  encou- 
ragement to  Mr*  Williams,  arid  faid 


many  things  in  his  behalf;  and  blamed 
my  ihynefs  to  him.  I  told  her,  I  was 
reiblved  to  give  no  encouragement,  till  I 
had  talked  to  my  father  and  mother.  She 
faid  ihe  fancied  I  thought  of  fomebody 
elfe,  or  I  could  never  be  fo  infeniible.  I 
affured  her,  as  I  could  do  very  fafely, 
that  there  was  not  a  man  on  earth  t 
wimed  to  have  ;  and  as  to  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, he  might  do  better  by  far;  and  I 
had  propofed  fb  much  happinefs  in  living' 
with  my  poor  father  and  mother,  that  I 
could  not  think  of  any  fcheme  of  life 
with  pleafnre,  till  I  had  tried  that.  I 
afked  her  for  my  money ;  and  me  faid  it 
was  above  in  her  ftrong  box,  but  that  I 
mould  have  it  to-morrow.  All  thefe 
things  look  well,  as  I  faid. 

Mr.  Williams  would  go  home  this 
night,  though  late,  becaufe  he  would  dif- 
patch  a  meffenger  to  you  with  a  letter  he 
had  propofed  from  himfelf,  and  my 
packet.  But  pray  don't  encourage  him, 
as  I  faid;  for  he  is  much  too  heady  and 
precipitate  as  to  this  matter,  in  my  way 
of  thinking;  though,  to  be  lure,  he  is  a 
very  good  man,  and  I  am  much  obliged 
to  him. 

MONDAY  MORNING. 

ALas-a-day!  we  havebad  news  from 
poor  Mr.  Williams.  He  has  had 
a  fad  mifchance ;  fallen  among  rogues  in 
his  way  home  lafl  night :  but  by  good 
chance  has  faved  my  papers.  This  is  the 
account  he  gives  of  it  to  Mrs-  Jewkes. 


'    GOOD   MRS.   JEV.'KES, 

*  T  Have  had  a  fore  misfortune  in  going 
*  from  you.  When  I  had  got  as 
near  the  town  as  the  dam,  and  was 
going  to  crofs  the  wooden  bridge,  tjvo 
fellows  got  hold  of  me,  and  fwore  bit- 
terly they  would  kill  me,  if  I  did  not 
give 'them  what  I  had.  They  rum- 
maged my  pockets,  and  took  from  me 
my  fnuff-box,  my  feal-ring,  and  half 
a  guinea,  and  fome  filver,  and  half- 
pence; alib  my  handkerchief,  and  two 
or  three  letters  I  had  in  my  pockets. 
By  good  fortune  the  letter  Mrs.  Pa- 
mela gave  me  was  in  my  bofom,  arid 
fo  that  efcaped  ;  but  they  bruifed  my 
head  and  face,  and  curfmg  me  for 
having  no  more  money,  tipped  me  into 
the  dam,  ciying — "  Lie  there,  parfon, 
*  till  to-morrow1."  My  fhins  apd knees 
were  bruifed  much  in  the  fall  againlt 
one  of  the  flumps  j  and  I  had  like  to 
«  have 
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have  been  fuffocateJ.  in  water  and  mud. 
To  be  fure,  I  fha'n'tbe  able  to  ftir  out 
this  day  or  two  :  for  I  am  a  frightful 
fpe&acle !  my  hat  and  wig  I  was  forced 
to  leave  behind  me,  and  go  home  a 
mile  and  a  half  without ;  but  they  were 
found  next  morning,  and  brought  me, 
with  my  muff-box,  which  the  rogues 
muft  have  dropped.  My  caffock  is 
fadly  torn,  as  is  my  band.  To  be  fure, 
I  was  much  frighted  j  for  a  robbery 
in  thefe  parts  has  not  been  known 
many  years.  Diligent  fearch  is  mak- 
ing after  the  rogues.  My  humbled 
refoefts  to  good  Mrs.  Pamela:  \i  jhe 
pities  my  misfortunes,  I  fhall  be  the 
Iboner  well,  and  fit  to  wait  on  her  and 
you.  This  did  not  hinder  me  in  writ- 
ing a  letter,  though  with  'great  pain, 
as  I  do  this/  [70  be  fure  this  good  man 
an  keep  no  fecret  /]  '  and  fending  it 
away  by  a  man  and  horfe,  this  morn- 
ing. I  am,  good  Mrs.  Jewkes,  your 
mnjl  obliged  humble  f errant . 

f  .God  be  praifed,  it  is  no  work !  and  I 
find  I  have  got  no  cold,  though 
miferably  wet  from  top  to  toe.  My 
fright,  I  believe,  prevented  me  from 
catching  cold ;  for  I  was  not  rightly 
myfelf  for  fome  hours,  and  know 
not  how  I  got  home.  I  will  write 
a  letter  of  thanks  this  night,  if  I  am 
able,  to  my  kind  patron,  for  his  in- 
eftimable  goodnefs  to  me.  I  wifh  I 
was  enabled  to  fay  all  I  hope  with  re- 
gard to  the  better  part  of  his  bounty 
to  me,  incomparable  Mrs.  Pamela/ 

The  wicked  brute  fell  a  laughing, 
when  flie  had  read  this  letter,  till  her  fat 
fides  fhook  :  faid  me — '  I  can  but  think 
how  the  poor  parfon  looked,  after  part- 
ing with  his  pretty  miftrefs  in  fuch 
high  fpirits,  when  he  found  himfelf  at 
the  bottom  of  the  dam  !  And  what  a 
figure  he  muft  cut  in  his  tattered  band 
and  caffock,  and  without  a  hat  and 
wig,  when  he  got  home.  I  warrant,' 
added  me,  *  he  was  in  a  iweet  pickle  !' — 
I  faid  I  thought  it  was  very  barbarous  to 
laugh  at  fuch  a  misfortune:  but  fr.?  re- 
plied, As  he  was  fafe,  me  laughed ; 
wife  (he  mould  have  been  forry  :  and  ii;i 
was  glad  to  fee  me  fo  concerned  for  him — 
It  looked/ ro mifmg^  (lie  faid. 

I  heeded  not  her  reflection ;  but  as  I 
have  been  ufed  to  caufes  for  miflrutts,  I 
cannot  help  faying,  that  I  don't  like  this 
thing  :  a$d  their  taking  his  letters  molt 


alarms  me. — How  happy  it  was,  the/ 
miffed  my  packet !  I  know  not  what  to 
think  of  it ! — But  why  fhould  I  let  every 
accident  break  my  peace  ?  Yet  it  will  jlo 
fo,  while  I  ftay  here. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  is  mightily  at  me,  to  go 
with  her  in  the  chariot,  to  viiit  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. She  is  fo  officious  to  bring  on  the 
affair  between  us,  that,  being  a  cunning, 
artful  woman,  I  know  not  what  to  make 
of  it:  I  have  refufed  her  abfolutely; 
urging,  that  except  I  intended  to  encou- 
rage his  lu it,  I  ought  not  to"  do  it.  And. 
me  is  gone  without  me. 

I  have  ftrange  temptations  to  get  away 
in  her  abfence,  for  all  thefe  fine  appear- 
ances. 'Tis  fad  to  have  nobody  to  advife 
with  ! — I  know  not  what  to  do.  But, 
alas  for  me!  I  have  no  money,  if  I 
mould,  to  buy  any -body's  civilities,  cr 
to  pay  for  neceffaries  or  lodging.  But 
I'll  go  into  the  garden,  and  refolve  af- 
terwards— 

I  have  been  in  the  garden,  and  to  the 
back-door :  and  there  I  flood,  my  heart 
up  at  my  mouth.  I  could  not  fee  I  was 
watched  j  fo  this  looks  well.  But  if  any- 
thing mould  go  bad  afterwards,  I  mould 
never  forgive  myfelf,  for  not  taking  this 
opportunity.  Well,  I  will  go  down  again, 
and  fee  if  ail  is  clear,  and  how  it  looks 
out  at  the  back-door  in  the  pafture. 

To  be  fure,  there  is  witchcraft  " 
houfe  5  and  I  believe  Lucifer  is  bribed, 
as  well  as  all  about  me,  and  is  got  into 
the  fliape  of  that  nafty  grim  bull,  to 
watch  me !  — For  I  have  been  down, 
again,  and  ventured  to  open  the  door, 
and  went  out  about  a  bow-fhot  into  the 
pafture ;  but  there  flood  that  horrid  bull, 
flaring  me  full  in  the  face,  with  fiery 
faucer  eyes,  as  I  thought.  So  I  got  in 
again,  for  fear  he  mould  come  at  me. 
Nobody  faw  me,  however. — Do  you 
think  there  are  fuch  things  as  witches 
and  fpirits  ?  If  there  be,  I  believe  in  my 
heart  Mrs.  Jewkes,  has  got  this  bull  of 
her  fide.  But  yet,  what  could  I  do  with- 
out money,  or  a  friend  ? — O  this  wicked 
woman !  to  trick  me  fo !  Every-thing, 
man,  woman,  and  beaft,  is  in  a  plot 
againft  your  poor  Pamela,  I  think!— 
Then  I  know  not  one  ftep  of  the  way, 
nor  how  far  to  any  honfe  or  cottage  j 
and  whether  I  could  gain  protection,  if 
I  got  to  a  houfe ;  and  now  the  robbers 
are  abroad  too,  I  may  rur.  into  as  great 
N  danger, 
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danger,  as  I  want  to  efcape  ;  nay,  much 
greater,  if  thefe  promifing  appearances 
hold  :  and  fure  my  mailer  cannot  be  fo 
black  as  that  they  fhould  not!  —  What 
can  I  do  ?  —  I  have  a  good  mind  to  try 
for  it  once  more;  but  then  I  may  be 
purfued  and  taken  ;  and  it  will  be  worie 
for  me  ;  and  this  wicked  woman  will 
beat  me,  and  take  my  fhces  away,  and' 
Jteck  me  up. 

But  after  all  ,  if  my  maftcr  mould  mean 
etuM)  he  can't  be  an^ry  at  my  fears,  if 
I  mould  efcape  ;  and  nobody  can  blame 
ifte  ;  snd  I  can  more  eafiiy  be  induced, 
with  you,  when  all  my  apprehensions  are 
over,  to  confider  his  propofal  of  Mr. 
Williams,  than  I  could  here  ;  and  he 
pretends,  as  you  have  read  in  his  letter, 
he  will  leave  me  to  my  choice  :  why 
then  mould  I  be  afraid  >  I  will  go  down 
again,  I  think!  But  yet  my  heart  niif- 
f*ives  me,  becaufe  of  the  difficulties  be- 
fore me,  in  efcspingj  and  being  fo  poof 
and  fo  friendlefs  !  —  O  good  God  !  the  pre- 
ferver  of  the  innocent  !  dirccT:  me  what 
to  do  ! 

Well,  I  have  juft  now  a  fort  of  ftrange 
£erfuafion  upon  me,  that  I  ought  to  try 
to  get  away,  and  leave  the  illue  to  Pro- 
tidence.  So,  once  more  —  I'll  fee  at  kaft, 
if  this  bull  be  ftill  there. 

Alack-a-day!  what  a  fate  is  this!  I 
have  not  the  courage  to  go,  neither  can 
J  think  to  ftay.  But  I  muft  reiblve. 
The  gardener  was  in  fight  laft  time  ;  ib 
made  me  come  up  again.  But  I'll  con- 
trive to  fend  him  out  of  the  way,  if  I 
can  :—  For  if  I  never  mould  have  fuch 
another  opportunity,  I  could  not  forgive 
myfelf.  Once  more  Fll  venture.  God 
dire6l  my  footfteps,  and  make  fmooth  my 
path  and  my  way  to  fafetyl 

Well>  here  I  am,  come  back  again  ! 
frighted,  like  a  fool,  out  of  all  my  pur- 
pofes  !  O  how  terrible  every-thing  ap- 
pears to  me  !  I  had  got  twice  as  far  again, 
as  I  was  before,  out  of  the  back-door  : 
and  I  looke'd  and  faw  the  bull,  as  I 
thought,  between  me  and  the  door  j  and 
another  bull  coming  towards  me  the 
other  way  :  '  Well,'  thought  I,  c  here  is 

*  uouble  witchcraft  to  be  fure  !  Here  is 
4  the  fpirit  of  my  matter  in  one  bull,  and 

*  Mrs.  Jev/kes's  in  the  other:  and  now 

*  I  .uri  gone,  to  be  fure  !  O  help  !  '  cried 
J/  like  a  fool,  and  ran  back  to  the  door, 
^s  fwift  as  if  I  flew.  When  I  had  got  the 
the  dqor  in  my  hand,  I  ventured  to  look 


buck,  to  fee  if  thefe  fuppofed  bulls  were 
coming ;  and  I  faw  they  were  only  two 
poor  cows,  a  grazing  in  diftant  places, 
that  my  fears  had  made  all  this  rout 
about.  But  as  every  thing  is  fo  frightful 
to  me,  I  find  I  am  not  fit  to  think  of  my 
efcape :  for  I  fhall  be  as  much  frightei 
at  the  firft  ftrange  man  that  I  meet  with  : 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  fear  brings  one 
into  more  dangers,  than  the  caution, 
that  goes  along  with  it,  delivers  one 
from. 

I  then  locked  the  door,  and  put  the 
key  in  my  pocket,  and  was  in  a  fad 
quandary  ;  but  I  was  foon  determined  j 
for  the  maid  Nan  came  in  fight,  and 
afked,  if  any-thing  was  the  matter,  that 
I  was  fo  often  up 'and  down  Hairs  ?  God 
forgive  me ;  but  I  had  a  fad  lye  at  my 
tongue's  end:  Said  I — *  Though  Mrs. 
Jewkes  is  ibmetimes  a  little  hard  upon 
me,  yet  I  know  not  where  I  am  with- 
out her :   I  go  up,  and  I  come  down  to 
walk  about  in  the  garden  :  and,  not 
having  her,  know  fcarcely  what  to  do 
with  myfelf.' — «  Aye,'  {hid  the  ideot, 
fhe  is  main  good  company,  Madam  , 
no  wonder  you  mifs  her.' 

So  here  I  am  again,  and  here  likely  to 
be ;  for  I  have  no  courage  to  help  myfelf 
any-where  elie.  O  why  are  poor  foolifh 
maidens  tried  with  fiich  dangers,  when, 
they  have  fuch  weak  minds  tojgrapplewith 
them! — I  will,  fmce  it  is  ib,  hope  the 
belt :  but  yet  I  cannot  but  obferve  how 
grievoufly  every-thing  makes  againft 
me :  for  here  are  the  robbers ;  though  I 
fell  not  into  their  hands  myfelf,  yet  they 
gave  me  as  much  terror,  and  had  as  great 
an  effecl  upon  my  fears,  as  if  I  had :  and 
here  is  the  bull  j  it  has  as  effectually 
frightened  me,  as  if  I  had  been  hurt  by 
1  it  inftead  of  the  cook-maid  ;  and  fo  thefe 
join  together,  as  I  may  fay,  to  malce  a 
very  daftard  of  me.  But  my  folly  was 
the  worft  of  all,  becaufe  that  deprived 
me  of  myjmoney  ;  for  had  I  had  that,  I 
believe  I  mould  have  ventured  both  the 
bull  and  the  robbers. 


MONDAY  AFTERNOON. 

SO,  Mr?,  fewkes  is  returned  from  her 
vifit:    '  Well,'  laid  fhe,  «  I  would 

*  have  you  let  your  heart  at  reft  j  for 

*  Mr.  Williams  will  do  very  well  again.. 

*  He  is  not  half  fo  bad  as  he  fancied.  O 

*  thefe  fcholars/  faicl  fhe,  <  they  have 

«  not 
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*  not  the  hearts  of  mice  !  He  has  only  a 

*  few  fcratches  on   his   face ;    which,' 
laid  ihe,  *  I  fuppoie  he  got  by  grappling 

*  among  the  gravel  at  the  bottom  of  the 
'  dam,  to  try  to  find  a  hole  in  the  ground, 

*  to  hide  himfelf  from  the  robbers.    His 
'  ihin  and  his  knee  are  hardly  to  be  feen 
«  to  ail  any-thing.    He  fays  in  his  letter, 

*  he  was  a  frightful  ipe6\acle:  he  might 
«  be  fo  indeed  when   he  firft  came  in 
«  a'doors;    but  he  looks  well   enough 

*  now ;  and,  only  for  a  few  groans  novv- 
1  and-then,  when  he  thinks  of  his  dan- 
(  ger,  I  fee  nothing  is  the  matter  with 

*  him.     So,  Mrs.  Pamela,' faid  me,  *I 

*  would  have  you  be  very  eafy  about  it.' 
— *  I  am  glad  of  it,'  faid  I,  *  for  all  your 

*  jokes,'  to  Mrs.  Jewkes. 

"«  Well,'  faid  (he,  *  he  talks  of  nothing 
'  but  you ;  and  when  I  told  him  I  would 

*  fain  have  perfuaded  you  to  come  with 

*  me,  the  man  was  out  of  his  wits  with 

*  his  gratitude  to  me :    and  fo  has  laid 
«  open  all  his  heart  to  me,  and  told  me 
1  all  that  has  pafled,  and  was  contriving 

*  between  you  two.'    This  alarmed  me 
prodigioufly;  and  the  rather,  as  I  law, 
by  two  or  three  inftances,  that  his  honett 
heart  could  keep  nothing,  believing  every 
one  as  undefigning  as  himfelf.     I  faid, 
but  yet  with  a  heavy  heart — *  Ah  !  Mrs. 

Jewkes,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  this  might  have 
done  with  me,  had  he  had  any  thing 
that  he  could  have  told  you  of.  But 
you  know  well  enough,  that  had  we 
been  difpofed,  we  had  no  opportunity 
for  it.  from  your  watchful  care  and 
circumfpeclion.'  —  *  No,'  faid  (he, 
that's  very  true,  Mrs.  Pamela  ;  not  fo 
much  as  for  that  declaration  that  he 
owned  before  me,  he  had  found  op- 
portunity, for  all  my  watchtulnefs,  to 
make  you.  Come,  come/  faid  (he, 
no  more  of  thcfe  (hams  with  me ! 
You  have  an  excellent  head -piece 
for  your  years ;  but  may-be  I  am  as 
cunning  as  you. — However,'  faid  (he, 
all  is  well  now;  becaufe  my  ivatcb- 
ments  are  now  over,  by  my  matter's 
direction.  How  have  you  employed 
yourfelf  in  my  ab fence?' 
I  was  fo  troubled  at  what  might  have 
pafled  between  Mr.  Williams  and  her, 
that  I  could  not  hide  it ;  and  ihe  faid — 
Well,  Mrs.  Pamela,  fince  all  matters 
are  likely  to  be  fo  loon  and  fo  happily 
ended,  let  .me  advife  you  to  be  a  litile 
lefs  concerned  at  his  difcoveries  :  and 
make  me  your  confidant,  as  be  has 
dene,  and  I  fhall  think  \  ou  have  feme 


*  favour  for  me,  and  reliance  upon  me  § 

*  and  perhaps  you  might  not  repent  it.' 
She  was  fo  earneft,  that  I  miftrufted 

(he  did  this  to  pump  me;    and  I  kne\v 
how,  now,  to  account  for  her  kindnefs 
to  Mr.  Williams  in  her  vilit  to  himj 
which  was  only  to  get  out  of  him  what 
me  could.     '  Why,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid 
I,  '  is  all  this  filhing  about  for  fome- 
thing,  where  there  is  nothing,  if  there 
be  an  end  of  your  ivqtchments,  as  you 
call  them  ?' — '  Nothing,'  faid  me,  *  but 
womanifli  curiohty,   I'll  affure  you$ 
for  one  is  naturally  led  to  find  out 
matters,  where  there  is  fuch  privacy 
intended.' — (  Well,'  faid  I,  '  pray  let 
me  know  what  he  has  faid  $  and  then 
I'll  give  you  an  anl'wer  to  your  cu* 
riofity.'  — '    I  don't  care,'    faid  me, 
whether  you  do  or  not  j  for  I  have  as 
much  as  I  wanted  from  him ;  and  I 
defpair  of  getting   out  of  you  any- 
thing you  ha  Vt  a  mind  I  Ihould  know., 
my  little  cunning  dear.'-—*  Well,'  faid 
',  *  let  him  have  (aid  what  he  would,  I 
care  not :  for  I  am  i'ure  he  can  lay  ne 
harm  of  me ;  and  fo  let  us  change  the 
talk.' 

I  was  the  eafier,  indeed,  becaufe,  for 
all  her  pumps,  (he  gave  no  hints  of  the 
key  and  the  door,  &c.  which,  had  he 
communicated  to  her,  me  would  not  have 
forborne  giving  me  a  touch  of. — And 
fo  we  gave  up  one  another,  as  defpairing; 
to  gain  our  ends  of  each  other.  But  1 
am  lure  he  muft  have  laid  more  than  he 
mould. — And  I  am  the  more  apprehen- 
five  all  is  not  right,  becaufe  Ihe  has  now 
been  actually,  thefe  two  hours,  fhut  up  a 
writing ;  though  ihe  pretended  me  had 
given  me  up  ail  her  1  tores  of  papers,  &e. 
and  that  I  mould  write  for  her.  I  begin 
to  wifh  I  had  ventured  every -thing,  and 
gone  off,  when  I  might.  O  when  will 
this  ftate  of  doubt  and  uneafmefs  end  i 

She  has  juft  been  with  me,  and  fays  me 
fhall  fend  a  meffengcr  to  B ed ford fh ire; 
and  he  mall  cany  a  letter  of  thanks  for 
me,  if  I  will  write  it,  for  my  matter's 
favour  tome.  '  Indeed,'  faid  I,  c  I  have 

*  no  thanks  to  give,  till  I  am  with  my 

*  father  and  mother  :  and  beiides,  I  lent 
«  a  letter,  as  you  know ;  but  have  had 

*  no  anfwer  to  it.'    She  faid,  fhe  thought 
that  his  letter  to  Mr.  Williams  was  fuf- 
ficient ;  and  the  lead  I  could  do  was  to 
thank  him,  if  but  in  two  lines.     *  No 
'  need  of  it,'  faid  1 5  '  for  Idon'tinUhd 
1  to  have  Mr,  Williams:  what  then  is 

N  2  <  that 
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«  that  letter  to  me?'—- '  Well,'  faid  fhe, 
*  I  lee  thou  art  quite  unfathomable !' 

I  don't  like  all  this.  O  my  foolifh. 
fears  of  bulls  and  robbers ! — For  now- 
all  my  uneafinefs  begins  to  double  upon 
me.  O  what  has  this  imcautious  man 
laid !  That,  no  doubt,  is  the  fubje6l  of 
her  long  letter. 

I  will  dole  this  day's  writing,  with 
juft  faying,  that  fhe  is  mighty  lilent  and 
relevvcdx  to  what  me  was  ;  and  fays  no- 
thing but  '  No,'  'or  <  Yes,'  to  what  I 
aflc.     Something  mull  be  hatching,    I 
doubt ! — I  the  rather  think  fo,  becaufe 
I  find  me  does  not  keep  her  word  with 
me,  about  lying  by  myfelf,  and  my  mo- 
ney;  to  both  which  points  me  returned 
fuipicious   anfwers,    faying,    as   to  the 
one — *  Why,  you  are  mighty  earneii  for 
your  money ;  I  fha'n't  run  away  with 
it.'  And  to  the  other — '  Good-lack! 
you  need  not  be  fo  willing,  as  I  know 
of,  to  part  with  me  for  a  bedfellow, 
till  you  are  fure  of  one  you  like  better .' 
This  cut  me  to  the  heart !    And,  at  the 
fame  time,  Hopped  my  mouth. 


TUESDAY,  WEDNESDAY. 

MR.  Williams  has  been  here;  but 
we  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
talk  together:  he  feemed  confounded  at 
Mrs.  Jewkes's  change  of  temper,  and  re- 
fervednefs,  after  her  kind  vifit,  and  their 
freedom  with  one  another,  and  much 
more  at  what  I  am  going  to  tell   you. 
He  afked  if  I  would  take  a  turn  in  the 
garden   with   Mrs.   Jewkes    and  him. 
*  No,1  faid  fhe,  *  I  can't  go.'     Said  he 
— '  May  not  Mrs.  Pamela  take  a  walk?' 
— <  No,1  faid  me, '  I  defire  fhe  won't.' — 
Why,  Mrs.  Jewkes?'  faid  he:  *  I  am 
afraid   I    have  fome   how  difobliged 
you.' — '  Not  at  all,' replied  fhe;  '  but 
I  fuppofe  you  will  foon  be  at  liberty  to 
walk  together  as  much  as  yon  pleaie: 
and  I  have  lent  a  meflenger  for  my  laft 
in  flruclions,  about //6zVand//;cr^  weigh- 
ty matters;  and  when  they  come,  I 
ihall  leave  you  to  do  as  you  both  will; 
but  till  then,  it  is  no  matter  how  little 
you  are  together.'     This  alarmed  us 
bcth ;  and  he  feemed  quite  ftruck  of  a 
heap;  and  put  on,  as  I  thought,  a  felf- 
accufmg  countenance.     So  I  went  be-' 
hind  her  back,  and  held  my  two  hands 
together,  flat,  with  a  bit  of  paper  I  had 
between  them,  and  looked  at  him  :  and 
he  feemed  to  take  me  as  I  intended;  inti- 


mating the  renewing  of  the  correfpond- 
ence  by  the  tiles. 

I  left  them  both  together,  and  retired 
to  my  clofet,  to  write  a  letter  for  the 
tiles;  but  having  no  time  for  a  copy,  I 
will  give  you  the  fubllance  only. 

I  expoftulated  with  him  on  his  too 
.  great  opennefs  and  eafmefs  to  fall  into 
Mrs.  Jewkes's  fnares ;  told  him  my 
apprehenfions  of  foul  play;  and  gave 
briefly  the  reafons  which  moved  me: 
begged  to  know  what  he  had  faid;  and 
intimated,  that  I  thought  there  was  the 
higheft  reafon  to  refume  our  project  of 
the  efcapeby  the  back-door.  I  put  this 
in  the  ufual  place  in  the  evening ;  and 
now  wait  with  impatience  for  an  an- 
fwer. 


I 


THURSDAY. 


Have  the  following  anrwer: 


*  DEAREST  MADAM, 

'  T  Am  utterly  confounded,  and  miift 
*  plead  guilty  to  all  your  jufi  re- 
proaches. I  wiih  I  were  matter  of  but 
half  your  caution  and  difcretion !  I 
hope,  after  all,  this  is  only  a  touch  of 
this  ill  woman's  temper,  to  fhew  her 
power  and  importance:  for  I  think 
Mi\  B.  neither  can  nor  dare  deceive 
me  in  fo  black  a  manner.  I  would 
expofe  him  all  the  world  over,  if  he 
did.  But  it  is  not,  cannot  be  in  him. 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  John  Ar- 
nold, in  which  he  tells  me,  that  his 
mailer  is  preparing  for  his  London 
joxirney;  and  believes,  afterwards,  he 
will  come  into  thefe  parts:  but  he  fays, 
Lady  Drtvers  is  at  their  houfe,  and  is  to 
accompany  her  brother  to  London,  or 
meet  him  there,  he  knows  not  which. 
He  profeffes  great  zeal  and  affection  to 
your  fcrvice :  and  I  find  he  refers  to  i 
letter  he  lent  me  before,  but  which  is 
not  come  to  my  hand.  I  think  there 
can  be  no  treachery;  for  it  is  a  parti- 
cular friend  at  Gainfborough  that  I 
have  ordered  him  to  direct  to;  and  this 
is  come  fafe  to  my  hands  by  this  moans ; 
for  well  I  know,  I  durft  truft  nothing 
to  Brett,  at  the  poft-houfe  here.  This 
gives  me  a  little  pain;  but  I  hope  all, 
will  end  well,  and  we  mall  foon  hear, 
if  it  be  neceffary  to  purlue  our  former 
intentions.  If  it  be,  I  will  lofe  no 
time  to  provide  a  horfe  for  you,  and 
*  another 
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another  for  myfelf;  for  I  can  never  do 
either  God  or  myieif  better  fervice, 
though  I  were  to  forego  all  my  expect  - 
ations  for  it  here,  i  am  jour  ?noj} 
faithful  bumble  fir  <v  ant. 

I  was  too  free  indeed  with  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  led  to  it  by  her  dirfimula- 
tion,  and  by  her  pretended  concern 
to  make  me  happy  with  you.  I 
hinted,  that  I  would  not  have  fcru- 
pled  to  have  procured  your  deliver- 
ance by  any  means  ;  and  that  I  had 
propofed  to  you,  as  the  only  ho- 
nourable one,  marriage  with  me. 
But  I  aflfured  her,  though  me  would 
hardly  believe  me,  that  you  difcou- 
raged  my  application:  which  is  too 
true !  But  not  a  word  of  the  back- 
door, key,  &C/ 

Mrs.  Jewkes  continues  ftill  fullen  and 
ill-natured,  and  I  am  almolt  afraid  to 
ipeak  to  her.  She  watches  me  as  clofe 
as  ever,  and  pretends  to  wonder  why  I 
fliun  her  company  as  I  do. 

I  have  juft  put  under  the  tiles  thefe 
lines,  inipired  by  my  fears,  which  are 
indeed  very  ftrong;  and,  I  doubt,  not 
without  reaibn. 

*  SIR, 

*  T^VERY  thing  gives  me  additional 
*~*  '  difturbance.  The  milled  letter 
of  John  Arnold's  makes  me  fufpect  a 
plot.  Yet  am  I  loth  to  think  myfelf 
of  fo  much  importance,  as  to  fuppofe 
every  one  in  a  plot  againft  me.  Are 
you  fure,  however,  the  London  jour- 
ney is  not  to  be  a  Lincolnfhire  one  ? 
May  not  John,  who  has  been  once  a  trai- 
tor, be  fo  again  ?• Why  need  I  be 

thus  in  doubt  ? — If  I  could  have  this 
horfe,  I  would  turn  the  reins  on  his 
neck,  and  truft  to  Providence  to  guide 
him  for  my  fafeguard!  For  I  would 
not  endanger  you,  now  juft  upon  the 
edge  of  your  preferment.  Yet,  Sir, 
I  fear  your  fatal  opennefs  will  make 
you  fuipected  as  acceflary,  let  us  be 
everfo  cautious. 

'  Were  my  life  in  queftion,  inftead  of 
my  /jonefty,  I  would  not  wifh  to  in- 
volve you,  or  any-body,  in  the  leaft 
difficulty,  for  fo  worthlefs  a  poor  crea- 
ture. But,  O  Sir!  my  foul  is  of  equal 
importance  with  the  foul  of  a  princefs; 
though  my  quality  is  inferior  to  that 
of  the  meaneil  Have. 


*  Save,  then,  my  innocence,  good  Hea- 
ven! and  prefervc  my  mind  fpotlefs; 
and  happy  fhail  I  be  to  lay  down  my 
woithiei's  iifej  and  fee  an  end  to  all  my 
troubles  and  anxieties! 

*  Forgive  my  impatience:  bvftmy  pre- 
faging  mind  bodes  horrid  mifchiefs!— • 
Every-thing  looks  dark  around  me; 
and  this  woman's  impenetrable  fullen - 
nefs  and  filence,  without  any  apparent 
reafon,  from  a  conduct  fo  very  contra- 
ry, bid  me  fear  the  word. — Blame  me, 
Sir,  if  you  think  me  wrong;  and  let  me 
have  your  advice  what  to  do;  which 
will  oblige  jour  mojl  a 


FRIDAY. 

I   Have  this  half-angry  anfwer;  but, 
what  is  more  to  me  than  all  the  let- 
ters in  the  world  could  be,  yours,  my 
dear  father,  inclofed. 


'  T  Think  you  are  too  apprehenlive  by 
*  much ;  I  am  forry  for  your  unca- 
finefs.  You  may  depend  upon  me, 
and  all  I  can  do.  But  I  make  no 
doubt  of  the  London  journey,  nor  of 
John's  contrition  and  fidelity.  I  have 
juft  received,  from  my  Gainfborough 
friend,  this  letter,  as  I  fuppofe,  from 
your  good  father,  in  a  cover,  directed 
for  me,  as  I  had  defired.  I  hope  it 
contains  nothing  to  add  to  your  unea- 
finefs.  Pray,  deareft  Madam,  lay 
afide  your  fears,  and  wait  a  few  days 
for  the  iflue  of  Mrs.  Jewkes's  letter, 
and  mine  of  thanks  to  Mr.  B.  Things, 
I  hope,  muft  be  better  than  you  expect. 
Providence  will  not  defert  fuch  piety 
and  innocence;  and  be  this  your  com- 
fort and  reliance:  which  is  the  beft  ad- 
vice that  can  at  prefent  be  given,  by 
your  mojl  faithful  humble fer>Tj  ant  C 

N.  B.  The  father's  letter  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

«    MY   DEAREST  DAUGHTER, 

<  /~\UR  prayers  are  at  length  heard, 
*  and  we  are  overwhelmed  with 
joy.  O  what  fufferings,  what  trials, 
haft  thou  gone  through!  BlefTed  be 
the  Divine  Goodnefs,  which  has  ena- 
bled thee  to  withstand  fo  many  tempt- 
ations !  We  have  not  yet  had  leifure 
to  read  through  your  long  accounts  of 

«  all 
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all  your  hard/hips.  I  fay  long,  be- 
cauf'e  I  wonder  how  you  could  find 
time  and  opportunity  for  them  5  but 
other  wife  they  are  the  delight  of  our 
fpare  hours  5  and  we  mall  read  them 
over  and  over,  as  long  as  we  live,  vith 
thankfulnefs  to  God,  who  has  given 
us ib  virtuous  and.fo  difcreet  a  daugh- 
ter. How  happy  is  our  lot*  in  the 
midft  of  our  poverty !  O  let  none 
ever  think  children  a  burden  to  them ; 
when  the  pooreft  circumftances  can 
produce  fo  much  riches  in  a  Pamela ! 
re:  fiit.  my  dear  daughter,  in  the  fame 
excellent  courfe;  and  we  mall  not  en- 
vy the  higheft  eftate,  but  defy  them  i.o 
produce  fuch  a  daughter  as  ours. 

*  I  faid,  we  hud  not  read  through  all 
yours  in  courfe.     We  were  too  impa- 
tient, and  fo  turned  to  the  end ;  where 

.we  find  your  virtue  within  view  of  it's 
reward,  and  your  mailer's  heart  turned 
to  fee  the  felly  of  his  ways,  and  the  in. 
jury  he  had  intended  to  our  dear  child  : 
for,  to  befure,my  dear,  he  would  have 
ruined  you v  if  he  could.  But,  feeing 
your  virtue,  his  heart  is  touched;  and 
he  has,  no  doubt,  been  awakened  by 
your  good  example. 

*  We  don't  fee  that  you  can  do  any 
way  fo  well,  as  to  come  into  the  pre- 
ferit  propofal,  and  make  Mr.  Wil- 
liams,   the    worthy    Mr.   Williams ! 
God  blefs  him  t — happy.  And  though 
we  are  poor,  and  can  add  no  merit,  no 
reputation,    no  fortune,  to  our   dear 
child,  but  rather  mtift  be  a  dilgrace  to 
her,  as  the  world  will  think;  yet  I  hcpe 
I  do  not  fjn  in  my  pride,  to  fay,  that 
there  is  no  good  man,  of  a  common 
degree,  (especially  as  your  late  lady's 
kindnefs  gave  you  fuch  good  oppor- 
tunities, which  you  have  had  the  grace 
to  improve)    but  may  think  himfelf 
happy  in  you.     But,  as  you  fay  you 
had  rather  not  marry  at  prefent,  far  be 
it  from  us  to  offer  violence  to  your  in- 
clination !     So  much  prudence  as  you 
have  (hewn  in  all  your  conduct,  would 
make  it  very  wrong  in  us  to  miftruftit 
in  this,  or  to  offer  to  direcl  you  in 
your  choice.     But,  alas !    my  child, 
what  can  <we  do  for  you  ? — To  partake 
our  hard  lot,  and  involve  yourfelf  into 
as  hard  a  life,  would  not  help  us\  but 
add  to  our  afflictions.     But  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  talk  of  thefe  things, 
when  we  have  the  pleafureyou  nowput 
us  in  hope  of,  of  feeing  you  with  usj 


'  which  God  grant.     Amen,  Am.' 
(  jour  rnvjl  indulgent  parents,  An 

'  Our  humbled  fervice  and  thanks  to  the 
worthy  Mr.  Will  Jams.    Again,  we 
fay,  God  blefs  him  for  ever! 
O  what  a  deal  we  have  to  lay  to  you ! 
God  give  us  a  happy  meeting '/We 
understand  the  iquire  is  letting  out 
for  London.     He  is  a  fine  gentle- 
man, and  has  wit  at  will.     1  wifh 
he  was  as  good.     But  I  hope  he 
'  will  now  reform,' 

O  what  rnexpreflible  comfort,  my  deal- 
father,  has  your  letter  given  me! — You 
aflc,  what  can  you  do  for  me  !— What 
is  it  you  cannot  do  for  your  child  ! — 
You  can  give  her  the  advice  fhe  has  fa 
much  wanted,  and  /Jill  wants,  and  will 
always  want :  you  can  confirm  her  in 
the  paths  of  virtue,  into  which  you  fii  II 
initiated  her  j  and  you  can  pray  for  her, 
with  hearts  fo  fincere  and  pure,  that  are 
not  to  be  met  with  in  palaces ! — Oh ! 
how  I  long  to  throw  myfelf  at  your  feet, 
and  receive  from  your  own  lips,  the 
bleffings  of  fuch  good  parents!  But, 
alas !  how  are  my  profpecls  again  over- 
clouded, to  what  they  were  when  I  cloftd 
my  laft  parcel!— More  trials,  more  dan- 
gers, I  fear,  muft  your  poor  Pamela  be 
engaged  in :  but  through  the  Divine 
Goodnefs,  and  your  prayers,  I  hope,  at 
laft,  to  get  well  out  of  all  my  difficulties; 
and  the  rather,  as  they  are  not  the  effect 
of  my  own  vanity  or  prefumption  ! 

But  I  will  proceed  with  my  hopelefe 
ftory .  I  faw  Mr.  Williams  was  a  little 
nettled  at  my  impatience;  and  fo  I  wrote 
to  affure  him  I  would  be  as  ealy  as  I 
could,  and  wholly  directed  by  him  ;  ef- 
pecialiy  as  my  father,  whole  ref peels  I 
mentioned,  had  ailured  me  my  matter  was 
fetting  out  for  London,  which  he  mull 
have  iome-how  from  his  own  family,  or 
he  would  not  have  written  me  word  of- 
it. 


SATURDAY, SUNDAY. 

MR.  Williams  has  been  here  both 
thefe  days,  as  ufual ;  but  is  very 
indifferently  received  Mill  by  Mrs. 
Jewkes;  and,  to  avoid  fufpicion,  I  left 
them  together,  and  went  up  to  my  clofet, 
raojt  of  the  time  he  was  here.  He  and 
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fht3  I  found  by  her,  had  a  quarrel;  and 
me  ieems  quite  out  of  humour  with  him; 
but  I  thought  it  beft  not  to  fay  any- 
thing: and  he  faid,  he  would  very  little 
trouble  the  houfe,  till  he  had  an  anfwer 
to  his  letter  from  Mr.  B.  and  fhe  re- 
turned— '  The  lefs,  the  better/  Poor 
man!  he  has  got  but  little  by  his  open- 
nefs,  and  making  Mrs.  Tewkes  his  con- 
fidant, as  me  bragged,  and  would  have 
had  me  to  do  likewife. 

I  am  more  and  more  fatisfied  there  is 
mifchief  brewing;  and  ihall  begin  to  hide 
my  .papers,  and  be  circumfpect.  She 
Teems  mighty  impatient  for  an  anfwer 
to  her  letter  to  my  mailer. 


MONDAY,  TUESDAY,  THE  25th  AND 
26th  DAYS  OF  MY  HiiAVY  RE- 
STRAINT. 

STILL  more  and  more  ftrange  things 
to  write !  A  melfenger  is  returned, 
and  now  all  is  out !  O  wretched,  wretch- 
ed Pamela !  What  at  laft  will  become 
of  me! — Such  itrange  turns  and  trials 
lure  never  poor  creature,  of  my  years, 
need.  He  brought  two  letters, 
one  to  Mrs.  Jewk.es,  and  one  to  me  : 
but,  as  the  greateft  wits  may  be  fome- 
times'rnittaken,  they  being  folded  and 
fealed  alike,  that  for  me  was  directed  to 
Mrs.  Jewkesj  and  that  for  her  was  di- 
recied  to  me.  But  both  are  ftark  naught, 
abominably  bad !  She  brought  me  up 
thut  directed  forme,  and  faid — '  Here's  a 

*  letter  for  you  :  long  looked  for  is  come 
«  at  laft.    I  will  alk  the  meflfcuger  a  few 
£  queftions,  and  then  I  will  read  mine.' 
So  flie  went  down,  and  I  broke  it  open 
in   my  cloltt,  and   found  it  diitcled-— 

*  To  Mrs.  PAMELA  ANDREWS.'    But 
when    I  opened  it,    it  began,   *  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes,'    I   was    quite    confounded; 
'  But,'  thought  I,  *  this  may  be  a  lucky 

*  miftake;  I  may  difcover  fomething-/ 
And  ib  I  read  on  thefe  horrid  cements. 

*  MRS.  JEWKES, 

s  TT7"  HAT  you  write  me,  has  given 
*  me  no  fmall  difturba'nce.  This 

c  wretched  fool^s  plaything,  no  doubt, 
is  ready  to  leap  at  any-thing  that  of- 
fers, rather  than  exprefs  the  leaft  fenfe 
of  gratitude  for  all  the  benefits  fhe  has 
received  from  my  family,  and  which  I 
was  detennined  more  and  more  to  heap 
upon  her.  I  refer  v«  her  for  mv  future 


refentment ;  and  1  charge  you  double 
your  diligence  in  watching  her,  to  pre- 
vent her  efcape.  I  fend  this  by  an  ho- 
ned Swifs,  who  attended  me  in  rny  tra- 
vels; a  man  I  cantruft;  and  ib  let  him 
be  your  affiftant :  for  the  artful  crea- 
ture is  enough  to  corrupt  a  nation  by 
her  feetriing  innocence  and  fimplicity; 
and  me  may  have  got  a  party,  perhaps, 
among  my  iervants  with  you,  as  live 
has  here.  Even  John  Arnold,  whom 
I  confided  in,  and  favoured  more  than 
any,  has  proved  an  execrable  villain  j 
and  mall  meet  his  reward  for  it. 

*  As  to  that  college  novice  Williams,. 
I  need  not  bid  you  take  care  he  fees  nor 
this  painted  bauble :   for  I   have  or- 
dered Mr.  Shorter,  my  attorney,  to 
threw  him  inftantly  into  gaol,  on  an 
aclion  of  debt,  for  money  he  ha?  had 
of  me,  which  I  had  intended  never  to 
carry  to  account  againil  him;  for  I 
know  all  his  rafcally  pra6lices,   be- 
iides  what  you  write  me  of  his  perfi- 

.  intrigue  with  that  girl,  and  his 
acknowledged  contrivances  for  her  ef 
cape;,  when  he  knew  not,  for  certain, 
that  t  defigned  her  any  miichief;  and 
when,  if  he  had  been  guided  by  a  fenfe 
ot  piety,  or  ccmpaffion  for  injured  in- 
nocence, as  he  pretends,  he  would  have 
cxpoftulated  with  me,  ns  his  funclion, 
and  my  friendship  for  him,  might  hava 
allowed  him.  But  to  enter  hitoa  vile  in- 
trigue with  the  amiable  gc^ugaiv,  to 
favour  her  efcape  in  ib  bale  a  manner, 
(to  fay  nothing  of  his  difgraceful 
practices  againft  me  in  Sir  Simon 
D.irnford's  family,  of  which  Sir  Si- 
mon himfelf,  has  informed  me)  is  a 
conduct,  that  inftead  of  preferring  the 
ungrateful  wretch,  as  I  had  intended, 
mall  pull  down  upon  him  utter  ruin. 

*  Monfieur  Colbrand,  my  trufty  Swif*, 
will  obey  you  without  referve,  if  my 
other  fcrvants  refufe. 

*  As  for  her  denying  that  (lie  encou- 
raged his  declaration,  I  believe  it  not.. 
"Tis  certain  ti\tfpeakn!g  picJure,  with 
all  that  protended  innocence  and  bafti- 
fulnefs,  would  have  run  away  with  him. 
Yes,  fhe  would  have  run  away  with  n 
fellow   that  me  had  been  acquainted 
with  (and  that  not  intimately,  if  you 
were  as  careful  as  you  ought  to  be) 
but  few  days;  at  a  time,  when  fhe  ha<t 
the  Ih'ongeft  alTurances  of  my  honour 
to  her. 

*  Well,  I  think.  I  now  hate  her  per- 
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fe£tly;  and  though  I  will  do  nothing 
to  her  myfelf, -yet  I  can  bear,  for  the 
fake  of  my  revenge,  and  my  injured 
honour,  -3.r\&  flighted  lo-Ve,  to  fee  any- 
thing, even  what  jhe  tnoji  fears,  be 
done  to  her;  and  then  Jhe  may  be  turned 
locfe  to  her  evil  delliny,  and  echo  to 
the  woods  and  groves  her  piteous  la- 
mentations for  the  Jofs  of  her  fantafti- 
cal  innocence,  which  the  romamkk 
ideot  makes  fuch  a  work  about.  I  mail 
go  to  London,  with  my  filler  Daversj 
and  the  moment  I  can  dif  engage  my- 
felf,  which  perhaps  may  be  in  three 
weeks  from  this  time,  I  will  be  with 
you,  and  decide  her  fate,  and  put  an 
end  to  your  trouble.  Mean  time,  be 
doubly  careful ;  for  this  innocent,  as  I 
have  warned  you,  is  full  of  contriv- 
ances. I  am  your  friend.'1 


I  had  but  juft  read  this  dreadful  let- 
ter through,  when  Mrs.  Jewkes  came 
Tip,  in  a  great  fright,  guelfing  at  the 
miihkc,  and.  that  I  had  her  letter}  and 
ihe  found  me  with  it  open  in  my  hand, 
in  ft  linking  away.  *  What  bufinefs,* 
laid  me,  Miad  you  to  read  my  letter?' 
and  matched  it  from  me.  *  You  fee,' 
laid  (he,  looking  upon  it,  (  it  fays,  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes,  at  top  :  you  ought,  in  man- 

*  ners,  to  have  read  no  further/ — '  O 
4  add  not,'  faid  I,  '  to  my  afflictions !  I 

*  fliall  be  fbon  out  of  all  your  ways ! 

*  This  is  too  much!  too  much!  I  never 

*  can  fupport  this — '  and  threw  myfelf 
upon  the  couch,  in  my  clofet,  and  wept 
molt  bitterly.     She  read  it  in  the  next 
room,  and   came  in  again  afterwards: 

*  Why  this,'  faid  (he,  *  is  a  fad  letter 

*  indeed:  I  am  forry  for  it:  but  I  feared 

*  you  would  carry  your  niceties  too  far!' 
— -^*  Leave  me,  leave  me,  Mrs.  Jewkes,' 
iaid  I,  '  for  a  while:  I  cannot  fpeak  nor 
4  talk/— -<  Poor  heart!'  laid  (he;  «  well, 

*  I'll  come  up  again  prefently,  and  hope 

*  to  find  you  better.     But  here,  take 
'  your  own  letter;  I  wifh  you  well;  but 
'  this  is  a  fad  miflake !'   And  fo  (he  put 
down  by  me  that  which  was  intended  for 
me :  but  I  have  no  fpirit  to  read  it  at  pre- 
ient.      '  O   man!   man!   hard-hearted, 

*  cruel  man ;  what  mifchiefs  art  thou  not 
'  capable  of,  unrelenting  perfecutor  as 

*  thou  art!' 

I  fat  ruminating,  when  I  had  a  little 
come  to  myfelf,  upon  the  terms  of  this 
wicked  letter ;  and  had  no  inclination  to 
look  into  my.  own.  The  bad  names, 
f oar  s  plaj -thing,  artful  creature,  faint- 


ed bauble,  gewgaw,  fpeaking 
are  hard  words  for  your  poor  Pamela ! 
and  I  began  to  think  whether  I  was  not 
indeed  a  very  naughty  body,  and  had 
not  done  vile  things:  but  when  I  thought 
of  his  having  difcovered  poor  John,  and 
of  Sir  Simon's  bafeofficioufnds,  in  tell- 
ing him  of  Mr.  Williams,  with  what  he 
had  refolved  againft  him,  in  revenge  for 
his  goodnefs  to  me,  I  was  quite  difpi- 
rited;  and  yet  (till  more,  about  that  fear- 
ful Coibrand,  and  what  he  could  fee  done 
to  me;  for  then  I  was  ready  to  gafp  for 
breath,  and  my  heart  quite  failed  me. 
Then  how  dreadful  are  the  words,  that 
he  will  decide  my  fate  in  three  weeks ! 

*  Gracious  Heaven!'  faid  I,  <  ftrike  me 
'  dead,  before  that  time,  with  a  thunder - 
'  bolt,  or  provide  fome  way  for  my  efcap- 

*  ing  thefe  threatened  mifchiefs!'     God 
forgive  me,  if  I  finned! 

At  laft,  I  took  up  the  letter  directed 
for  Mrs.  Jewkes,  but  defigned  for  me  j 
and  I  find  that  little  better  than  the  other. 
Thefe  are  the  hard  terms  it  contains. 

*  TT^ELL  have  you  done,  perverfe, 

'  forward,  artful,  yet  foolim  Pa- 
mela, to  convince  me,  before  it  was  too 
late,  how  ill  I  had  done  to  place  my 
affections  on  fo  unworthy  an  obie6h  I 
had  vowed  honour  and  love  to  your 
unwcrthinefs,  believing  you  a  mirror 
of  bafliful  modelty  and  unfpotted  in- 
nocence ;  and  that  ho  perfidious  de- 
figns  lurked  in  fo  fair  a  bofbm.  But 
now  I  have  found  you  out,  you  Ipe- 
cious  hypocrite!  and  I  fee,  that  though 
you  could  not  repofe  the  lead  confi- 
dence in  one  you  had  known  for  years, 
and  who,  under  my  good  mother's 
mifplaced  favour  for  you,  had  grown 
up  in  a  manner  with  you ;  when  my 
paffion,  in  fpite  of  my  pride,  and  the 
difference  of  our  condition,  made  me 
(loop  to  a  meannefs  that  now  I  defpiie 
myfelf  for;  yet  you  could  enter  into  an 
intrigue  with  a  man  you  never  knew 
till  within  thefe  few  days  paft,  and  re- 
folve  to  run  away  with  a  ftranger, 
whom  your  fair  face,  and  infinuating 
arts,  had  bewitched  to  break  through 
all  the  ties  of  honour  and  gratitude  to 
me,  even  at  a  time  when  thehappinefs 
of  his  future  life  depended  upon  my 
favour. 

1  Henceforth,  for  Pamela's  fake, 
whenever  I  fee  a  lovely  faee^  will  I 
miftruft  a  deceitful  iieart ;  End  v.iiea- 
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ever  I  hear  of  the  greateft  pretences  to 
innocence,  will  I  fufpeft  ibme  deep- 
laid  mifchiet".  You  were  determined 
to  place  no  confidence  in  m^,  though 
I  have  folemnly,  over  and  over,  en- 
my  honour  to  you.  What, 


though  I  had  alarmed  your  fears  in 
fending  you  one-way  when  you  hoped 
to  go  another  5  yet,  had  I  not,  to  con- 
vince yoxi  of  my  refolution  to  do  juftJy 
by  you,  (although  with  great  reluct- 
ance, fuch  then  was  my  love  for  you) 
engaged  not  to  come  near  you  without 
your  own  confent?  Was  not  this  a 
voluntary  demonftration  of  the  gene- 
rofity  of  my  intention  to  you  ?  Yet 
how  have  you  requited  me  ?  The  ve- 
ry firft  fellow  that  your  charming  face, 
and  infmuating  addrefs,  could  influ- 
ence, you  have  praclifed  upon,  cor- 
rupted too,  I  may  fay,  (and  even 
ruined,  as  the  ungrateful  wretch  mail 
find)  and  thrown  your  forward  felf 
upon  him.  As,  therefore,  you  would 
place  no  confidence  in  me,  my  honour 
owes  you  nothing}  and  in  a  little  time 
you  fhall  find  how  much  you  liave 
erred  in  treating,  as  you  have  done,  a 
man  who  was  once  your  qffeftionate 
and  kind  friend. 


*  Mrs.  Jewkes  has  directions  concern- 
ing you :  and  if  your  lot  is  now 
harder  than  you  might  wifli,  you 
will  bear  it  the  eafier,  becaufe  your 
own  ram  folly  has  brought  it  upon 
you.' 

Alas !  for  me,  what  a  fate  is  mine,  to 
be  thus  thought  artful,  and  forward,  and 
ungrateful!  when  all  I  intended  was  to 
preferve  my  innocence:  and  when  all 
the  poor  little  fhifts,  which  his  fuperior 
wit  and  cunning  have  rendered  ineffec- 
tual, were  forced  upon  me  in  my  own 
Keceffary  defence . 

When  Mrs.  Jewkes  came  up  to  me 
again,  me  found  me   bathed  in  tears. 
She  feemed,  as  I  thought,  to  be  moved 
to  ibme  compaffien ;  and  finding  myfelf 
now  entirely  in  her  power,  and  that  it  \vas 
not  forme  to  provoke  her,  I  faid — ( It  is 
now,  I  fee,  in  vain  for  me  to  contend 
againft  my  evil  deftiny,  and  the  fupe- 
rior arts  of  my  barbarous  mafter.     I 
will  refign  myfelf  to  the  Divine  Will, 
and  prepare  to  expert  ths  worft.     But 
you  fee  how  this  poor  Mr.  Williams  is 
diawn  ii;  and  undone}  I  am  forry  I  aia 


made  the  caufe  of  his  ruin: — Poor, 
poor  man ! — to  be  thus  involved,  and 
for  my  fake  too ! — But  if  you'll  believa 
me,'  faid  I, (  I  gave  no  encouragement 
to  what  he  propofed,  as  to  marriage; 
nor  would  he  have  propofed  it,  I  be- 
lieve, but  as  the  only  honourable  way 
he  thought  was  left  to  fave  me:  and  his 
principal  motive  to  it  all,  was  virtue 
and    companion   to   one   in   diftrefs. 
What  other  view  could  he  have  ?    You 
know  I  am  poor  and  friendlefs*     All 
I  beg  of  you  is,  to  let  the  poor  gentle- 
man have  notice  of  my  matter's  refent- 
ment;  and  let  him  fly  the  country,  and 
not  be  thrown  into  gaol.     This  will 
anfwer  my  mafter' s  end  as  well;  for  it 
will  as  effectually  hinder  him  from  aflift- 
ingme,  as  if  he  was  in  aprifon.' 
*  Afk  me,'  faid  me,  «  to  do  any  thing 
that  is  in  my  power,  confident  with  my 
duty  and  trull,  and  I  will  do  it ;  for 
I  am  forry  for  you  both.     But,  to  be 
fure,  I  fliall  keep  no  correspondence, 
with  him,  nor  let  you.'     I  offered  to 
talk- of  a  duty  fuperior  to  that  fhe  men- 
tioned, which  would  oblige  her  to  help 
diftrefled  innocence,  and  not  permit  her 
to  go  to  the  lengths  enjoined  by  lawlefs 
tyranny;   but  fhe  plainly  bid  me  be 
filent  on  that  head ;  for  it  was  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  perfuade  her  to  betray  her 
trufl : — «  All  I  have  to  advife  you,"  faid 
me,  *  is  to  be  eafy ;  lay  afide  all  your 
contrivances  and  arts  to  get  away,  and 
make  me  your  friend,  by  giving  me  no 
reafon  to  fufpecl  you ;  for  I  glory  in 
my  fidelity  to  my  mafter :   and  you 
have  both  pra&ika  Ibme  ftrange  fly 
arts,  to  make  fuch  a  progrefs  as  he  has 
owned  there  was  between  you,  fo  fel- 
dom  as  I  thought  you  faw  one  ano- 
ther!  _and  I  mult  be  more  circumfpecl 
than  I  have  been.' 

This  doubled  my  concern ;  for  I  now 
apprehended  I  fliould  be  much  clofer 
watched  than  before. 

<  Well/  faid  I,   '  fmce  I  have,  by  this 
ftranrre  accident,  difcovered  my  hard 
deftiny;   let  me  read  over  agam  that 
fearful  letter  of  yours,  that  I  may  get 
it  by  heart,  and  with  it  feed  my  dif- 
trefs, and  make  calamity  familiar  to 
me.'—*  Then,'  faid  fhe,  c  let  me  read 
yours  again/*     I  gave  her  mine,  and 
me  lent  me  hers  ;  and  fo  I  took  a  copy 
of  it,  with  her  leave ;  becaufe,  as  I  faid, 
I  would,  by  it,  prepare  myfe.lf  for  the 
worft.    And  when  I  had  done,  T  pinned 
it  on,  the  head  of  the  couch ;  *  This/ 
O  laid 
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favd  I,  f  is  the  life  I  {hall  make  of  this 

*  wretched  copy  of  your  letter  ;    and 

*  here  you  mall  always  find  it  wet  with 
'  my  tears/ 

She  laid,  me  would  go  down  to  order 
(upper  j  and  infifted  upon  my  company 
to  it.  I  would  have  excufed  myfelf ;  but 
fhe  began  to  put  on  a  commanding  air, 
that  1  durll  not  oppofe.  And  when  I 
went  down,  me  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  prefented  me  to  the  moft  hideous 
mouiter  I  ever  faw  in  my  life.  '  Here, 

*  Monfieur  Colbrand/  faid  me,  '  here 

*  is  jour  pretty  ward  and  mine  ;  let  us 

*  try  to  make  her  time  with  \is  eafy/ 
He  bowed,  and 'put  on  his  foreign  gri- 
maces, and  feemed  to  blefs  himielf ;  and, 
ir-  broken  Knglim,  told  me,  I  was  happy 
In  de  affections  of  de  vincu  gentleman 
in  de  varld ! — I  was  quite  frightened, 
and  ready  to  dropdown;  and  I  will  de- 
fcribe  him  to  you,  my  dear  father  and 
mother,  if  now  you  will  ever  fee  this ; 
and  you  mall  judge  if  I  had  not  reafon, 
ct'pccially  not  knowing  he  was  to  be 
there,  and  being  apprized,  as  I  was,  of 
his   hated  employment,    to  watch  me 
cloitr. 

He  is  a  giant  of  a  man  for  ftature; 
taller  by  a  good  deal  than  Harry  Maw- 
lidge,  in  your  neighbourhood,  and  large- 
boned,  and  Icraggy ;  and  has  a  hand  1 — 
I  never  faw  fuch  an  one  in  my  life.  He 
has  great  ftaring  eyes^like  the  bull's  that 
frightened,  me  foj  vait  jaw-bones  ftick- 
ing  out;  eye-brows  hanging  over  his 
ev;  s ;  two  great  fears  upon  his  forehead, 
and  one  on  his  left-cheek  5  and  tv/o  large 
whiikers,  and  a  monftrous  wide  mouth  ^ 
I  r  iips,  long  yellow  teeth,  and  a 
hideous  grin.  He  wears  his  own  fright- 
ful long  hair,  tied  up  in  a  great  black 
bag;  a  black  crape  neckcloth  about  a 
lo;i£  ugly  neck;  and  his  throat  (ticking 
ke  a  wen.  As  to  the  reft,  he  was 
ore  (Ted  well  enough,  and  had  a  fword 
cai,  with  a  naily  red  knot  to  it ;  leather 
Barters,  buckled  below  his  knees;  and 
«  foot — near  as  long  as  my  arm,  I  verily 
,.. 

ii.-..&id,  He  fright  de  lady; '.and  of- 
fered to  withdraw  f  but  fhe  bid  him  not ; 
and  I  told  Mrs.  Jewkes,  That  as  me 
I  had  been  crying,  /he  mould  not 
have  called,  me  to  the  gentleman  with- 
out lettftig  me  know  he  was  there.  I 
focn  went  up  to  my  clofet  j  for  my  heart 
aked'ail  flu  titi:-.;  I  was  at  table,  not  be- 
'!e  to  look.  upon  him  without  hor- 
ror ;  suvJL  thlsbnte  of  a  woman,  though 


/he  faw  my  diftrefs,  before  this  aoMitidrt 
to  ir,  no  doubt  did  it  on  purpole  to  ftrike 
more  terror  into  me.  And  indeed  it  had 
it's  eftcft ;  for  when  I  went  to-bed,  I 
could  think  of  nothing  but  his  hideous 
perfon,  and  my  matter's  more  hideous 
actions;  and  thought  them  too  well 
paired  j  and  when  I  dropt  afleep,  I 
dreamed  they  were  both  coming  to  my 
bed -fide,  with  the  worlt  defigns  ;  and  I 
jumped  out  of  my  bed  in  my  deep,  and 
frighted  Mrs.  Jewkes  j  till,  waking  with 
the  terror,  I  told  her  my  dream  ;  and  the 
wicked  creature  only  laughed,  and  laid, 
All  I  feared  was  but  a  dream,  as  well 
as  that ;  and  when  it  was  over,  and  I 
was  well  awake,  I  mould  laugh  at  it  as 
fuch! 


AND  NOW  I  AM  COME  TO  THE  CLOSE 
OF  WEDNESDAY,  THE  2/th  DAY  OF 
MY  DISTRESS. 

POOR  Mr.  Williams  is  aaually  ar- 
relted,  and  carried  away  to  Stam- 
ford. So  there  is  an  end  of  all  my  hopes 
from  him.  Poor  gentleman!  his  over- 
fecurity  and  openrtefs  have  ruined  us 
both !  I  was  but  too  well  convinced,  that 
we  ought  not  to  have  loft  a  moment's 
time ;  but  he  was  half  angry,  and  thought 
me  too  impatient;  and  then  his  fatal 
cortfeflions,  and  the  deteftable  artifice  of 
my  mailer! — But  one  might  well  think, 
that  he  who  had  fo  cunningly,  and  fo 
wickedly,  contrived  all  his  ftratagems 
hitherto,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid 
them,  would  ftick  at  nothing  to  com- 
pleat  them.  I  fear  J  fliall  loon  find  it 
fo! 

But  one  firatagem  I  have  juft  invented, 
though  a  very  difcouraging  one  to  think, 
of;  becaufe  I  have  neither  friends  nor 
money,  nor  know  one  ftep  of  the  way, 
if  L  was  out  of  the  hotife.  But  let  bulls, 
and  bears,  and  lions,  and  tygers,  and, 
what  is  worfe,  falfe,  treacherous,  de- 
ceitful men,  ftand  in  my  way,  I  cannot 
be  in  more  danger  than  I  am;  and  I 
depend  nothing  upon  his  three  weeks: 
for  how  do  I  know,  now  he  is  in  fuch  a 
pafTion,  and  has  already  begun  his  ven- 
geance on  poor  Mr.  Williams,  that  he 
will  not  change  hrs  mind,  and  come 
down  to  Lincolnmire  before  he  goes  to 
London  ? 

My  ftratagem  is  thrs  :  I  will  endea- 
vour to  get  Mrs.  Jewkes  to  go  to  bed 
without  me,  as  (he  often  does,  while  I  fit 
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locked  up  in  my  clofet ;  and  as  me  fleeps 
very  found  in  her  firft  fleep,  of  which  fhe 
never  fails  to  give  notice  by  fnoring,  if 
I  can  but  then  get  out  between  the  two 
bars  of  the  window,  (for  you  know  I 
am  very  ilender,  and  I  find  I  can  get  my 
head  through)  then  I  can  drop  upon  the 
leads  underneath,  which  are  little  more 
than  my  height,  and  which  leads  are 
over  a  little  fummer-parlour,  that  juts  out 
towards  the  garden  $  and  as  I  am  light, 
I  can  eafily  drop  from  them ;  for  they 
are  not  high  from  the  ground :  then  I 
fliall  be  in  the  garden ;  and  then,  as  I 
have  the  key  of  the  back-door,  I  will 
get  out.  But  I  have  another  piece  of 
cunning  Mill  j  good  Heaven  fucceed  to 
me  my  dangerous,  but  innocent  devices ! 
—I  have  read  of  a  great  captain,  who, 
being  in  danger,  leaped  over-board,  into 
the  fea  j  and  his  enemies,  as  he  fwarn, 
Ihooting  at  him  with  bows  and  arrows, 
he  unloofed  his  upper  garment,  and  took 
another  courfe,  while  they  ftuck  that  full 
of  their  darts  and  arrows  ;  and  fo  he  ef- 
caped,  and  lived  to  triumph  over  them 
all.  So  what  will  I  do,  but  ftrip  off  my 
upper  petticoat,  and  throw  it  into  the 
pond,  with  my  neck-handkerchief?  For 
to  be  fure,  when  they  mifs  me,  they  will 
go  to  the  pond  firft,  thinking  I  have 
drowned  myfelf :  and  fo,  when  they  fee 
fome  of  my  cloaths  floating  there,  they 
will  be  all  employed  in  dragging  the 
pond,  which  is  a  very  large  one  j  and  as 
I  mail  not,  perhaps,  be  miffed  till  the 
morning,  this  will  give  me  opportunity 
to  get  a  great  way  off;  and  I  am  fure  I 
will  run  for  it  when  I  am  out.  And  fo  I 
truft,  that  Providence  will  direct  my  fteps 
to  fome  good  place  of  fafety,  and  make 
fome  worthy  body  my  friend  j  for  fure, 
if  I  fuffer  ever  fo,  I  cannot  be  in  more 
danger,  nor  in  worfe  hands,  than  where 
I  amj  and  with  fuch  avowed  bad  de- 
figns. 

O  my  dear  parents !  don't  be  frighted 
when  you  come  to  read  this! — But  all 
will  be  over  before  you  can  fee  it ;  and  fo 
God  direft  me  for  the  beft !  My  writings, 
for  fear  I  mould  notefcape,  I  will  bury 
in  the  garden ;  for,  to  be  fure,  I  mall  be 
fearched,  and  \ifed  dreadfully,  if  I  can't 
get  off.  And  fo  I  will  dole  here,  for  the 
prefent,  to  prepare  for  my  plot.  *  Prof- 
'  perthou,  O  gracious  Prote6lor  of  op- 
*  prefled  innocence!  this  laft  effort  of 
«  thy  poor  handmaid  !  that  I  may  efcape 
«  the  crafty  devices  and  fnares  that  have 


begun  to  entangle  my  virtue  !  and  from 
which,  but  by  this  one  trial,  I  fee  no 
way  of  efcaping!  And,  oh!  whatever 
becomes  of  me,  'bid's  my  dear  parents, 
and  protect  poor  Mr.  Williams  from 
ruin !  for  he  was  happy  before  he  knew 
me!' 

Jufl  now,  juft  now!  I  heard  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  who  is  in  her  cups,  own  to  ths 
horrid  Colbrand,  that  the  robbing,  of  poor 
Mr.  Williams  was  a  contrivance  of  hers, 
and  executed  by  the  groom  and  a  helper, 
in  order  to  feize  «iy  letters  upon  him-, 
which  they  miffed.  They  are  now  both 
laughing  at  the  difmal  rcory,  which  they 
little  think  I  overheard — O  how  my  heart 
akes !  for  what  are  not  fuch  wretches 
capable  of!  Can  you  blame  me  for  en- 
deavouring, through  any  danger,  tu  get 
out  of  fuch  clutches? 


PAST  ELEVEN  O'CLOCK, 

MRS.  Jewkes  is  come  up,  and  gone 
to  bed  j  and  bids  me  not  flay  long 
in  my  clofet,  but  come  to-bed.  O  for  a 
dead  deep  for  the  treacherous  brute !  I 
never  law  her  fo  tipfy,  and  that  gives  me 
hopes.  I  have  tried  again,  and  find  I 
can  get  my  head  through  the  iron  bars, 
I  am  now  all  prepared,  as  foon  as  I  hear 
her  fall;  and  now  I'll  leal  up  thefe,  and 
my  other  papers,  my  lalt  work : — and  to 
thy  Providence,  O  my  gracious  God, 
commit  the  reft ! — Once  more,  God  bids 
you  both !  and  fend  us  a  happy  metting ; 
if  not  here,  in  his  heavenly  kingdom. 
Amen. 


THURSDAY,  FRIDAY,  SATURDAY, 
SUNDAY,  THE  a 8th,  29th,  30th,  AND 
3lft  DAYS  OF  MY  DISTRESS. 

AND  diftrefs  indeed !  For  here  I  am 
f till !  And  every-thing  has  been 
worfe  and  worfe !  Oh!  the  poor  unhappy 
Pamela ! — Without  any  hope  left,  and 
ruined  in  all  my  contrivances.  But,  Oh » 
my  denr  parents,  rejoice  with  me,  even 
in  this  low  plunge  of  my  diftrefs  ;  for 
your  poor  Pamela  has  efcaped  from  an 
enemy  worfe  than  any  Hie  ever  met  with; 
an  enemy  fhe  never  thought  of  before, 
and  was  hardly  able  to  fland  againft :  I 
mean,  the  weaknefs  and  prefumption, 
both  in  one,  of  her  own  mind ;  which 
had  wtll  nigh,  had  not  t^e  Divine. Gru-'e 
O  »  interpofed, 
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interpofed,  funk  her  into  the  loweft,  laft 
abys  of  mifery  and  perdition  ! 

I  will  proceed,  as  I  have  opportunity, 
with  my  fad  relation :  for  my  pen  and 
ink  (in  my  now  doubly-fequred  clof'et) 
is  all  I  have  to  employ  myfelf  with :  and 
indeed  I  have  been  fo  weak,  that,  till 
yefterday  evening,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  hold  a  pen. 

I  took  with  me  but  one  fhift,  befides 
what  I  had  on,  and  two  handkerchiefs., 
and  two  caps,  which  my  pocket  held, 
(for  it  was  not  forme  to  incumber my- 
felf) and  all  my  flock  of  money,  which 
was  but  five  or  fix  (hillings,  to  fet  out  for 
I  knew  not  where ;  and  got  out  of  the 
window,  not  without  fome  difficulty, 
flicking  a  little  at  my  moulders  and  hips  j 
but  I  was  reiblved  to  get  out  if  pofiible. 
And  it  was  farther  from  the  leads  than 
I  thought,  and  I  was  afraid  I  had  fprain- 
ed  my  ancle ;  and  when  I  had  dropped 
from  the  leads  to  the  ground,  it  was  ftill 
farther  off;  but  I  did  pretty  well  there ; 
at  leaft,  I  got  no  hurt  to  hinder  me  from 
purfuingmy  intentions.  So  being  now 
on  the  ground,  I  hid.  my  papers  under  a 
rofe-bufh,  and  covered  them  with  mould, 
and  there  they  ftill  lie,  as  I  hope.  Then 
I  hied  away  to  the  pond :  the  clock  ftruck 
twelve,  iuft  as  I  got  out ;  and  it  was  a 
dark  mirty  night,  and  very  cold  j  but  I 
felt  it  not  then. 

When  I  came  to  the  pond- fide,  I  flung 
in  my  upper-coat,  as  I  had  defigned,  and 
my  neck  -  handkerchief,  and  a  round- 
eared  cap,  with  a  knot ;  and  then  with 
great  fpeed  ran  to  the  door,  and  took  the 
key  out  of  my  pocket,  my  poor  heart 
beating  all  the  time  againft  my  bofom, 
as  if  it  would  have  forced  it's  way  through 
it:  and- beat  it  well  might!  For  I  then, 
too  late,  found,  that  I  was  moft  mife- 
rably  difappointed  5  for  the  wicked  wo- 
man had  taken  off  that  lock,  and  put 
another  on ;  fo  that  my  key  would  not 
open  it.  I  tried,  and  tried,  and  feeling 
about,  I  found  a  padlock  befides,  on 
another  part  of  the  door.  O  then  how 
my  heart  funk ! — I  dropped  down  with 
grief  and  confufion,  unable  to  ftir  or 
fupport  myfelf,  for  a  while.  But  my 
fears  awakening  my  refolution,  and 
knowing  that  my  attempt  would  be  as 
.terrible  for  me  as  any  other  danger  I 
could  then  encounter,  I  clambered  up 
upon  the  ledges  of  the  door,  and  upon 
the  lock,  which  was  a  great  wooden  one; 
and  reached  the  top  of  the  door  with  my 


hands;  then,  little  thinking  I  could 
climb  fo  well,  I  made  fhift  to  hold  on 
the  top  of  the  wall  with  my  hands ;  but, 
alas  for  me!  nothing  but  ill  luck! — no 
efcape  for  poor  Pamela !  The  wall  being 
old,  the  bricks  I  held  by  gave  way,  jult 
as  I  was  taking  a  fpring  to  get  up  ;  and 
down  came  I,  and  received  fuch  a  blow 
upon  my  head,  with  one  of  the  bricks, 
that  it  quite  ilunned  me ;  and  I  broke 
my  fhins  and  my  ancle  befides,  and  beat 
off  the  heel  of  one  of  my  moes. 

In  this  dreadful  way,  flat  upon  the 
ground,  lay  poor  I,  for  I  believe  five  or 
fix  minutes;  and  then  trying  to  get  up, 
I  funk  down  again  two  or  three  times  j 
and  my  left-hip  and  fhoulder  were  very 
ftiff,  and  full  of  pain,  with  bruifes ;  and 
befides,  my  head  bled,  and  aked  grie- 
voufly  with  the  blow  I  had  with  the 
brick. — Yet  thefe  hurts  I  valued  nctj 
but  crept  a  good  way,  upon  my  feet  and 
hands,  in  fearch  of  a  ladder,  I  juft  re- 
collecled  to  have  feen  againft  the  wall 
two  days  before,  on  which  the  gardener 
was  nailing  a  nectarine  branch,  that  was 
looftned  from  the  wall :  but  no  ladder 
could  I  find,  and  the  wall  was  very  high. 

*  What  now,'   thought  I,    {  muft  be- 

*  come  of  the  miferable  Pamela  P — Then 
I  began  to  wifh  myfelf  moft  heartily  again 
in  my  clofet,  and  to  repent  of  my  at- 
tempt, which  I  now  cenfured  as  ram, 
becaufe  it  did  not  fucceed. 

God  forgive  me  !  but  a  fad  thought 
came  juft  then  into  my  head ! — I  trem- 
ble to  think  of  it!  Indeed  my  appre- 
henfions  of  the  ufage  I  mould  meet  with, 
had  like  to  have  made  me  miferable  for 
ever!  O  my  dear,  dear  parents,  forgive 
your  poor  child;  bvt  being  then  quite 
defperate,  I  crept  along,  till  I  could  raife 
myfelf  on  my  ftaggering  feet ;  and  away 
limped  I ! — What  to  do,  but  to  throw 
myfelf  into  the  pond,  and  fo  put  a  period 
to  all  my  griefs  in  this  world  '.—But,  O* 
to  find  them  infinitely  aggravated  (had 
I  not,  by  the  Divine  Grace,  been  with^ 
held)  in' a  miferable  eternity !  As  I  have 
efcaped  this  temptation,  (bleffed  be  God 
for  it!)  I  will  tell  you  my  conflicts  on 
this  dreadful  occafion,  that  the  Divine 
Mercies  may  be  magnified  in  my  deli- 
verance, that  I  am  yet  on  this  fide  the 
dreadful  gulph,  from  which  there,  could 
have  been  no  return. 

It  was  well  for  me,  as  I  have  fince 
thought,  that  I  was  fo  maimed,  as  made 
me  the  longer  before  I  got  to  the  water  j 
for  this  srave  me  time  to  coiifider,  and 
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-abated  the  impetuoufhefs  of  mypaflions, 
which  poflibly  might  otherwift  have  hur- 
ried me,  in  my  firft  tranfport  of  grief, 
(on  my  feeing  no  way  to  efcape,  and  the 
hard  ufasre  I  had  reafon  to  expert  from 
my  dreadful  keepers)  to  throw  myfelf 
in.  But  my  weaknefs  of  body  made  me 
move  fo  (lowly,  that  it  gave  time,  as  I 
faid,  for  a  little  reflection,  a  ray  of  grace, 
to  dart  in  upon  my  benighted  mind;  and 
fo,  when  I  came  to  the  pond -fide,  I  fat 
myfelf  down  on  the  Hoping  bank,  and 
began  to  ponder  my  wretched  condition} 
and  thus  I  reafoned  with  myfelf: 

*  Paufe  here  a  little,  Pamela,  on  what 
thou  art  about,  before  thou  takeft  the 
dreadful  leapj  and   confider  whether 
there  be  no  way  yet  left,  no  hope,  if  not 
to  efcape  from  this  wicked  houie,  yet 
from  the  mifchief  threatened  thee  in  it.' 
I  then  confideredjand,  after  I  had  caft 
about  in  my  mind  every  thing  that  could 
make  me  hope,  and  law  no  probability ;  a 
wicked  woman,  devoid  of  all  companion ! 
a  horrid  helper,  juft  arrived  in  this  dread- 
ful Colbrand!  an  angry  and  relenting 
mafter,  who  now  hafted  me,  and  threat- 
ened the  moft  afflicting  evils!  and  that  I 
(hould,  in  all  probability,  be  deprived  even 
of  the  opportunity  I  now  had  before  me, 
to  free  myfelf  from  all  their  perfections'. 
What  haft  thou  to  do,  diftrelfcd  crea- 
ture,""  faid  I  to  myfelf,    f  but  throw 
thyielf  upon   a  merciful    God   (who 
knows   how  innocently  I  fuifer)    to 
avoid  the  mercilefs  wickednefs  of  thofe 
who  are  determined  on  my  ruin  ?' 
And  then  thought  I,  (and  Oh  !   that 
thought  was  furely  of  the  devil's  infti- 
gation;  for  it  was  very  foothing,  and  pow- 
erful with  me) — '  Thefe  wicked  wretch- 
es, who  now  have  no  remorfe,  no  pity 
on  me,  will  then  be  moved  to  lament 
their  rnifdoings;  and  when  they  fee 
the  dead  corpfe  of  the  unhappy  Pa- 
mela dragged  out  to  thefe  dewy  banks, 
and  lying  breathlefs  at  their  feet,  they 
will  find  that  remorfe  to  foften  their 
obdurate  hearts,  which,  now,  has  no 
place  there ! — And  my  mafter,  my  an- 
gry mafter,  will  then  forget  his  relent, 
ments,  and  fay — "  O  this  is  the  un- 
"  happy  Pamela!  that  I  have  focaufelefs- 
"  ly  perfecuted  and  deftroyed !      Now 
{<  do  I  fee  (he  preferred  her  honefty  to 
*'  her  life,"  will  he  fay,  "andisnohy- 
"   pocrite,  nor  deceiverj  but  really  was 
*'  the  innocent  creature  (he  pretended  to 
"  be!"     Then,1  thought  I,  «  will  he, 
*  jperhaps,  (lied  a  few  tears  over  the  popr 


corpfe  of  his  perfecutcd  fervant ;  and, 
though  he  may  give  out  it  was  lov* 
and  difappointment,and  that,  perhaps, 
(in  order  to  hide  his  own  guilt)  for 
the  unfortunate  Mr.  Williams  j  yet 
will  he  be  inwardly  grieved,  and  order 
me  a  decent  funeral,  and  fave  me,  or 
rather  this  part  of  me,  from  the  dread- 
ful itake,  and  the  highway  interment  j 
and  the,  young  men  and  maidens  ail 
around  my  dear  father's  will  pity  poor 
Pamela!  But  O!  I  hope  I  (hall  not  be 
the  fubject  of  their  ballads  and  elegies; 
but  that  my  memory,  for  the  fake  of 
my  dear  father  and  mother,  may 
quickly  (lide  into  oblivion.' 
I  was  once  riling,  fo  indulgent  was  I 
to  this  fad  way  of  thinking,  to  throw 
myfelf  in  :  but  again,  my  bruifes  made 
me  (lowj  and  I  thought — '  What  art 
thou  about  to  do,  wretched  Pamela? 
How  knoweft  thou,  though  the  pro- 
fpect  be  all  dark  to  thy  (hort-fighted 
eye,  what  God  may  do  for  thee,  evea 
when  all  human  means  fail?  God  Al- 
mighty would  not  lay  me  under  thele 
fore  afflictions,  if  he  had  not  given  me 
ftrength  to  grapple  with  them,  if  I  \vill 
extrt  it  as  I  ought :  and  who  knows, 
but  that  the  very  prdence  I  fo  much 
dread  of  my  angry  and  defigning  ma- 
fter (for  he  has  had  rne  in  his  power 
before,  and  yet  I  have  efcaped)  may 
be  better  for  me,  than  thefe  perfecuting 
emilfaries  of  his,  who,  for  his  money^ 
are  true  to  their  wicked  truft,  and  are 
hardened  by  that,  and  a  long  habit  of 
wickednefs,  againft  compunction  ci 
heart?  God  can  touch  his  heart  in  an 
inftant;  and  if  this  mould  not  be  done, 
I  can  then  put  an  end  to  my  life  by 
Come  other  means,  if  I  am  fo  refolvcd. 

*  But  how  do  I  know,"  thought  I, 
that  even  thefe  bruifes  and  ma'wis  that 
I  have  gotten,  while  I  purfued  only  the 
laudable  efcape  I  had  meditated,  may 
not  kindly  have  fumifhed  me  wilh  the. 
opportunity  I  am  now  tempted  with  to 
precipitate  myfelf,  and  of  furendering 
up  my  life,  fpotlels,  and  unguilty,  to 
that  merciful  Being  who  gave  it! 

*  Then,'  thought  I,  '  who  gave  thee, 
prefumptuous  as  thou   art,  a  power 
over  thy  lire?    Who  authorized  thee 
to  put  an  end  to  it,  when  the  weaknefs 
of  thy  mind  fuggcfts  not  unto  thee  a 
way  to  preferve  it  with  honour  ?  How 
knoweft  thou  what  purpofes  God  may 
have  to  ferve,  by  the  trials  with  which 

art  now  exercifed  ?    Art  thou  to 
*  put 
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put  a  bound  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  to 
lay— "  Thus  much  will  1  bear,  and  no 

*  more  ?"  And  wilt  thou  dare  to  fay, 
that  if  the  trial  be  augmented,  and  con- 
tinued ,  thou  wilt  fooner  die  than  bear  it  ? 
•This  a£Vof  defpondency,'  thought  I, 
is  a  fin,  that,  if  I  purfue,  admits  no 
repentance,  and  can therefore  hope  no 
forgivenefs.— And  wilt  thou,  tpmorten 
thy  tranfitory  griefs,  hs^y  as,  they 
are,  and  weak  as, thou  fincieft  thylUf, 
plunge  both  body  trnd  foul  into  ever- 
lafting  mifery!  Hitherto,  Pamela/ 

thought  I,  c  thou  art  the  innocent,  the 
fuffering  Pamela;  and  wilt  thou,  to 
avoid  thy  furFerings,  be  the  guilty  ag- 
grerTor?  And,  becaufe  wicked  men 
perfecute  thee,  wilt  thou  fly  in  the  face 
of  the  Almighty,  and  diftruft  his  grace 
and  goodneis,  who  can  Jlill  turn  all 
thefe  fuflerings  into  benefits  ?  And  how 
do  I  know,  but  that  God,  who  fees  all 
the  lurking  vilenefs  of  my  heart,  may 
have  permitted  thefe  fufrerings  on  that 
very  (core,  and  to  make  me  rely  Iblely 
on  his  grace  and  afTiftance,  who  per- 
haps have,  too  much  pride  myfelf  in  a 
vain  dependence  on  my  own  fooiilh, 
contrivances? 

•  Then  again,'  thought  I,  *  wilt  thou 
fufrer  in  one  moment  all  the  good  lef- 
fons  of  thy  poor  honeft  parents,  and  the 
benefits  of  their  example  (who  have, 
perfiiled  in  doing  their  duty  with  re- 
iignation  to  the  Divine  Wiil,amidfl  the 
extreme  degrees  of  difappointment,  po- 
verty, anddiftrefs,  and  the  perfccutions 
of  an  ungrateful  world,  and  mercilefs 
creditors,)  to  be  thrown  away  upon 
thce;  and  bring  down,  as  in  all  proba- 
bility this  thy  ramnefs  will,  their  grey 
hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave,  when 
they  mall  underftand,  that  their  be- 
loved daughter,  flighting  the  tenders 
of  Divine  Grace,  defpairing  of  the  mer- 
cies of  a  protecting  God,  has  blemim- 
ed,  in  this  lajiafl,  a  whole  life,  which 
they  had  hitherto  approved  and  de- 
lighted in  ? 

*  What  then,  prefumptuous  Pamela, 
dolt  thou  here  A"  thought  I :  '  quit  with 
fpeed  thefe   perilous  banks,  and   fly 
from  thefe  curling  waters,  that  feem,  in 
their  meaning  murmurs,  this  frill  night, 
to  reproach  thy  ramueis !  Tempt  not 
God's  goodneis  on  the  moflfy  banks, 
that  have  been,  witneffes  of  thy  guilty 
purpofe  ;  and  while  thou  haft  power  left 
thee,  avoid  th«  tempting  evil,  left  thy 


g'and  enemy,  now  repulfed  by  Divine 
race  and  due  reflection,  return  to  the 
aflault  with  a  force  that  thy  weaknefg 
may  not  be  able  to  refift !  and  let  one 
rafli moment deftroy  all  the  •onviftions, 
which  now  have  awed  thy  rebellious 
mind  into  duty  and  refignation  to  the 
Divine  Will!' 

And  fo  faying,  I  arofe ;  but  was  fo 
ftiff  with  my  hurts,  fo  cold  with  the  moift 
dews  of  the  night,  and  the  wet  grafs  on 
which  I  had  fat,  as  alib  with  the  damps 
arifing  from  fo  large  a  piece  of  water, 
that  with  great  pain  I  got  from  this 
pond,  which  now  I  think  of  with  terror  ; 
and  bending  my  limping  fteps  towards 
the  houfe,  took  refuge  in  the  corner  of  an 
out-houfe,  where  wood  and  coals  are  bid 
up  for  family  uie,  till  I  mould  be  found 
by  my  cruel  keepers,  and  configned  to  3 
more  wretched  confinement,  and  wovie 
ufage,  than  I  had  hitherto  experienced} 
and  there  behind  a  pile  of  fire-wood  I 
crept,  and  lay  down,  as  you  may  ima- 
gine, with  a  mind  juft  broken,  and  a 
heart  fenfible  to  nothing  but  the  extrtmeft 
woe  and  dejection. 

This,  my  dear  father  and  mother,  is 
the  iffue  of  your  poor  Pamela's  fruitleis 
enterprise;  and  who  knows,  if  I  had  got 
cut  :?t  the  back-door,  whether  I  had  been 
at  all  in  a  better  cafe,  moneylei's,  friend- 
lefs,  as  I  am,  and  in  a  ftrange  place  !— 
But  blame  not  your  poor  daughter  too 
much:  nay,  if  ever  you  fee  this  miferable 
fcribble,  all  bathed  and  blotted  with  my 
tears,  let  your  pity  get  the  better  of  your 
reprehension!  But  I  know  it  will.— And 
I  muft  leave  off  for  the  prefent. — For, 
Oh  !  my  ftrength  and  my  will  are  at 
this  time  very  far  unequal  to  one  ano- 
ther.— But  yet  I  will  add,  that  though  Z 
mould  have  praifed  God  for  my  deli- 
verance, had  I  been  freed  from  my  wicked 
keepers,  and  my  defigning  matter  ;  yet  I, 
have  more  abundant  realbn  topraife  him, 
that  I  have  been  delivered  from  a  worfe 
enemy,  myfelf. 

I  will  conclude  my  fad  relation.     • 

It  feems,  Mrs.  Jewkes  awaked  not  till 
day-break;  and  not  finding  me  in  bed, 
flie  called  me;  and,  no  anfwer  being  re- 
turned, fhe  relates,  that  me  got  out  of 
bed,  and  ran  to  my  clofet;  and,  miffing 
me,  fearched  under  the  bed,  and  in  ano- 
ther clofet,  finding  the  chamber-door  a& 
me  had  left  it  quite  faft,  and  the  key,  as 
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\ifua!,  about  her  wrift.  For  if  I  could 
have  got  out  of  the  chamber-door,  there 
were  two  or  three  paffages  and  doors  to 
them  all,  double-locked  and  barred,  to 
go  through  into  the  great  garden ;  ib  that, 
to  elcape,  there  was  no  way,  but  out  of 
the  window ;  and  of  that  window,  be- 
caufe  of  the  fummer-parlour  under  it;  for 
the  other  windows  are  a  great  way  from 
the  ground. 

She  fays,  fhe  was  exceffively  frighted; 
and  inftantly  raifed  the  Swils,  and  the 
two  maids,  who  lay  not  far  off;  and  find- 
ing every  door  faft,  fhe  faid,  '  I  muft  be 

*  carried  away,  as  St.  Peter  was  out  of 

*  prifon,  by  fome  angel.'    It  is  a  wonder 
Hie  had  not  a  worfe  thought! 

She  fays,  fhe  wept,  and  wrung  her 
hands,  and  took  on  fndly,  running  about 
like  a  madwoman,  little  thinking  I  could 
have  got  out  of  the  clofet  window,  be- 
tween the  iron  bars;  and  indeed  I  don't 
know  whether  I  could  do  ib  again.  But 
at  lalt  finding  that  cafement  open,  they 
concluded  it  muffbe  fo;  and  ran  out  in- 
to die  garden,  and  found  my  footfteps  in 
the  mould  of  the  bed  which  I  dropt  down 
upon  from  the  leads :  and  fo  fpeeded 
away,  all  of  them,  that  is  to  fay,  Mrs. 
Jewkcs,  Colbrand,  and  Nan,  towards  the 
back-door,  to  fee  if  that  was  faft;  while 
the  cook  was  lent  to  the  out-offices  to 
raiie  the  men,  and  make  them  get  horfes 
ready,  to  take  each  a  feveral  way  to  pur- 
fue  me. 

But  it  feeme,  finding  that  door  double- 
locked,  and  padlocked,  and  the  heel  of 
my  /hoe,  and  the  broken  bricks,  they  ve- 
rily concluded  I  was  got  away  by  fome 
means  over  the  wall;  and  then,  they  fay, 
Mrs.  Je\vkes  feemed  like  a  diftra&ed  wo- 
man: till  at  laft  Nan  had  the  thought 
to  go  towards  the  pond;  and  there  fee- 
ing my  coat,  and  cap,  and  handkerchief, 
in  the  water,  caft  almoft  to  the  banks  by 
the  agitation  of  the  waves,  fhe  thought  it 
was  me;  and,  fcreaming  out,  ran  to 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  faid—'  O  Madam, 

*  Madam!  here's  a  piteous  thing!— Mrs. 

*  Pamela  lies  drowned  in  the  pond.'—- 
Thither  they  all  ran;  and,  finding  rny 
cloaths,  doubted  not  I  was  at  the  bot- 
tom; and  they  all,  Swifs  among  the  reft, 
beat  their  breads,  and  matte  moft  difmal 
lamentations;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes  font  Nan 
to  the  men,  to  bid- them  get  the  drag-net 
ready,  and  leave  the  horfes,  and  come  to 
try  to  find  the  poor  innocent!  as  me  it 
fcems  then  called  me,  beating  her  breaft, 
ftnd  lamenting  tf.y  hard-  hap;  but  rn.olt 


what  would  become  of  them,  and  what 
account  they  (hould  give  to  my  mafter. 
While  every  one  was  thus  differently 
employed,  fome  weeping  and  wailing, 
fome  running  here  and  there,  Nan  came 
into  the  wood-houfe;  and  there  lay  poor 
I;  fo  weak,  fo  low,  and  dejecled,  and 
withal  fo  ftiff  with  my  bruifes,  that  I  could 
not  ftir,  nor  help  myfelf  to  get  upon  my 
feet.  And  I  faid,  with  a  low  voice,  (for 
I  could  hardly  fpeak) — '  Mrs.  Ann, 

*  Mrs.  Ann!1— The  creature  was  fadly 
frighted,  but  was  taking  up  a  billet  to 
knock  me  on  the  head,  believing  I  was 
fome  thief,  as  fhe  faid;  but  I  cried  out 
— '  Mrs.  Ann,  help  me,  for  pity's  fake, 

*  to  Mrs.  Jewkes!  for  I  cannot  get  up  I* 
— '  Blefs  me,1  laid  me,   <   what!  you. 

Madam!— Why,  our  hearts  are  almoit 
broken,  and  we  are  going  to  drag  the 
pond  foryou,  believingyou  had  drown- 
ed yourfelf.     Now,'  faid   fhe,  '  you 
will  make  us  all  alive  again1.' 
And,  without  helping  me,  fhe  ran  away 
to  the  pond,  arid  brought  all  the  crew  to 
the  wood-houfe. — The  wicked  woman, 
as  fhe  entered  faid — '  Where  is  me?— 
'  Plague  of  her  fpells  and  witchcrafts! 
'  She  mall  dearly  repent  of  this  trick,  if 
f  my  name  be  Jewkes;'  and,  coming  to 
me,  took  hold  of  my  arm  fo  roughly,  and 
gave  me  luch  a  pull,  as  made  me  fqueal 
out,  (my  fhouKler  being  bruifed  on  that 
fide,)  and  drew  me  on  my  face.     '  O 
'  cruel  creature!1  faid  I,  '  if  you  knew 
'  what  I  have  differed,  it  would  move 
'  you  to  pity  me!1 

Even  Colbrand  feemed  to  be  concern- 
ed, and  faid — c  Fie,  Madam,  fie!  you 
'  fee  fhe  is  almoft  dead !  You  muft  not 
'  be  fo  rough  with  her.'  Tke  coach- 
man, Robin,  feemed  to  be  forry  for  me 
too,  and  faid  with  fo~bs— c  What  a  fcene 
'  is  here!  Don't  you  feefhe's  all  bloody 
c  in  her  head,  and  cannot  ftir?] — t  Cune 

*  of  her  contrivances!1  laid  the  horrid 
creature,  '  fhe  has  frighted  me  out  of  my 

*  wits,  I'm  lure.     How  the  D — 1  came 
'"you  here?1 — «  O!1  laid  I,  «  alk  me  no 
'  queftions,  but  let  the  maids  carry  mr 
'  up  to  my  prifon;  and  there  let  me  die 
'  decently,  and  in  peace!'  For  indeed  I 
thought  I  could  not  live  two  hours. 

The  ftill  more  inhuman  tygrefs  fnicf, 
— 4  I  fuppofe  you  want  Mr.  Williams 
to  pray  by  you,  don't  you?  Well,  I'll 
fend  for  my  mafter  this  minute;  let 
him  come  and  watch  you  himfelf  for 
me;  for  there's  no  fuch  thing  -^s  hold- 
ing you,  I'm  fure.' 

So 
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So  the  maids  took  me  up  between 
them,  and  carried  me  to  my  chamber ; 
and  when  the  wretch  faw  how  bad  I  was, 
(he  began  a  little  to  relent — while  every 
one  wondered  (at  which  I  neither  had 
ftrens;th  nor  inclination  to  tell  them)  how 
all  this  came  to  pafs,  which  they  imputed 
to  fbrcery  and  witchcraft. 

I  was  fo  weak,  when  I  had  got  up 
fturs,  that  I  tainted  away,  with  dejec- 
tion, pain,  and  fatigue;  and  they  un- 
dreis'd  me,  and  got  me  to  bed;  and  Mrs. 
Jewkes  ordered  Nan  to  bathe  my  moul- 
der, and  arm,  and  ant  le,  with  fome  old 
rum  warmed ;  and  they  cut  the  hair  a  lit- 
tle from  the  back  part  of  my  head,  and 
wafhed  that :  for  it  was  clotted  with  blood, 
from  a  pretty  long,  but  not  a  deep  gafli ; 
and  put  a  family  plaifter  upon  it;  for,  if 
tliis  woman  has  any  good  quality,  it  is, 
it  feems,  in  a  readinefs  and  flcill  to  manage 
in  cafes,  where  fudden  misfortunes  hap- 
pen in  a  family. 

After  this,  I  fell  into  a  pretty  found 
and  refiefhing  lleep,  and  lay  till  twelve 
o'clock,  tolerably  eafy,  confidering  I  was 
very  feverifh,  and  aguifhly  inclined;  and 
(he  took  a  deal  of  care  to  fit  me  to  un- 
dergo more  trials,  which  I  had  hoped 
would  have  been  happily  ended:  but 
Providence  did  rtot  fee  fit. 

She  would  make  me  rife  about  twelve; 
but  I  was  fo  weak,  I  could  only  fit  up 
till  the  bed  was  made,  and  went  into  it 
again j  and  was,  as  they  laid,  delirious 
fome  part  of  the  afternoon.  But  having 
a  tolerable  night  on  Thurfday,  I  was  a 
good  deal  better  on  Friday,  and  on  Sa- 
turday got  up  and  eat  a  little  fpoon-meat, 
and  my  fererimnefs  feemed  to.  be  gone; 
and  I  was  fo  mended  by  evfening,  that  I 
begged  her  indulgence  in  my  clofet,  to 
be  left  to  myfelf ;  which  (he  confented  to, 
it  being  double-barred  the  day  before, 
and  I  aiToring  her,  that  all  my  contriv- 
ances, as  (he  called  them,  were  at  an  end. 
But  firft  me  made  me  tell  the  whole  ftory 
of  my  enterprize;  which  I  did  very  faith- 
fully, knowing  now  that  nothing  could 
ftand  me  in  any  Mead,  or  contribute  to 
my  fnfety  and  efcape:  and  me  feemed 
full  of  wonder  at  my  refolution ;  but  told 
me  frankly,  that  I  fhould  have  found  a. 
hard  matter  to  get  quite  off;  for  that  me 
was  provided  with  a  warrant  from  my 
matter,  (who  is  a  juftice  of  peace  in  this 
county,  as  well  as  in  the  other)  to  get  me 
apprehended,  if  I  had  got  away,  on  fu- 
fpkion  of  wrong! nghim,  let  me  have  been 
xvhere  I  would. 


0  how  deep-laid  are  the  mifchlefs  do 
figned  to  fall   on  my  devoted  head  !-— 
Surely,  furely,  I  cannot  be  worthy  of  all 
this  contrivance! — This  too  well  mews 
me  the  truth  of  what  was  hinted  to  me 
formerly  at  the  other  houfe,  that  my  ma- 
iler fwore  he  would  have  me!  O  preferve 
me,  Heaven!  from  being  fjis,  in  his  own 
wicked  fenfe  of  the  adjuration! 

1  muft  add,  that  now  the  woman  fees 
me  pick  up  fo  fad,  (lie  ufes  me  worfe,  and 
has  abridged  me  of  paper  all  but  one 
Iheet,  which  I  am  to  (hew  her,  written 
or  unwritten,  on  demand :  and  has  re- 
duced me  to  one  pen:  yet  my  hidden 
itores  Hand  me  in  ftead.     But  (lie  is  more 
and  more  fnappifh  and  crofs;  and  taunt- 
ingly calls  me  Mrs.  Williams,  and  any 
thing  (he  thinks  will  vex  me. 


SUNDAY    AFTERNOON. 

MRS.  Jewkes  has  thought  fit  to 
give  me  an  airing,  for  three  or 
four  hours  this  afternoon;  and  I  am  a 
good  deal  better;  and  mould  be  much 
more  fo,  if  I  knew  for  what  I  am  re- 
ferved.  But  health  is  a  bleffing  hardly 
to  be  coveted  in  my  circumftances,  fmce 
that  but  expofes  me  to  the  calamity  I  am 
in  continual  apprehenfions  of;  whereas  a 
weak  and  (icklyitate  might  pofliblymove 
companion  for  me.  O  how  I  dread  the 
coming  of  this  angry  and  incenfed  ma- 
fter;  though  I  am  fure  I  have  done  him 
no  harm. 

Juft  now  we  heard,  that  he  had  like  to 
have  been  drowned  in  crofting  the  ftream, 
a  few  days  ago,  in  purfuinghis  game. 
What  is  the  matter,  that  with  all  his 
ill  ufageof  me,  I  cannot  hate  him?  To 
be  fure,  I  am  not  like  other  people !  He 
has  certainly  done  enough  to  make  me 
hate  him;  but  yet  when  I  heard  his  dan- 
ger, which  was  very  great,  I  could  not 
in  my  heart  forbear  rejoicing  for  his 
fafety;  though  his  death  wouldhave end- 
ed my  afflictions.  Ungenerous  matter! 
if  you  knew  this,  you  furely  would  not 
be  fo  much  my  perfecutor!  but  for  my 
good  lady's  fake,  I  muft  wifti  him  well; 
and  O  what  an  angel  would  he  be  in  my 
eyes  yet,  if  he  would  ceafe  his  attempts, 
and  reform! 

Well,  I  hear  by  Mrs.  Jewkes;  that 
John  Arnold  is  turned  away,  being  de- 
tected in  writing  to  Mr.  Williams;  and 
that  Mr.  Longman,  apd  Mr,  Jonathan 
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the  butler,  have  incurred  his  dilpleafure, 
for  offering  to  fpeak  in  my  behalf.  Mrs. 
Jervis  tools  in  danger;  for  all  theft:  three, 
probably,  went  together  to  beg  in  my 
favour;  for  now  it  is  known  where  I  am. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  has,  with  the  news  about 
my  mailer,  received  a  letter;  but  me  fays 
the  contents  are  too  bad  forme  to  know. 
They  muft  be  bad  indeed,  if  they  be 
worl'e  than  what  I  have  already  known. 

Juil  now  the  horrid  creature  tells  me, 
as  a  fecret,  that  me  has  reaibn  to  think 
he  has  found  out  a  way  to  fatisfy  my 
fcruples:  it  is,  by  marrying  me  to  this 
dreadful  Colbrand,  and  buying  me  of 
him  on  the  wedding  day,  for  a  fum  of 
money! — Was  ever  the  like  heard  ?— 
She  fays  it  will  be  my  duty  to  obey  my 
bufband  ;  and  that  Mr.  Williams  will  be 
forced,  as  a  punifhment,  to  marry  us; 
and  that  when  my  mafter  had  paid  for 
me,  and  I  am  lurrendered  up,  the  Swifs 
is  to  go  home  again,  with  the  money, 
to  his  former  wife  and  children;  for  me 
lays,  it  is  the  cuftom  of  thole  people  to 
have  a  wife  in  every  nation. 

But  this,  to  be  i'ure,  is  horrid  romanc- 
ing! Yet  abominable  as  it  is,  it  may  pof- 
libly  ferve  to  introduce  fome  plot  now 
hatching! — With  what  ftrange  perplexi- 
ties is  my  poor  mind  agitated !  Perchance, 
fome  mam -marriage  may  be  defigned  on 
purpofc  to  ruin  me  :  but  can  a  hufband 
fell  his  wife,  againft  her  own  conient  ? — 
And  will  fuch  a  bargain  ftand  good  in 
law  ? 


dent  creature  as  me  is!  what  a  fine  bed- 
fellow I  (hall  make  for  my  mafter  (and 
fuch-like,)  with  fuch  whimfical  notions 
about  me! — Do  you  think  this  is  to  be 
boine?  And  yet  me  talks  worfe  than 
this,  ifpoflible!  Quite  filthily!  O  what 
vile  hands  am  I  put  into! 


THURSDAY. 

I  Have  now  all  the  reafon  that  can  be, 
to  apprehend  my  mailer  will  be  here 
foon;  for  the  fervants  are  bufy  in  fetting 
the  houle  to  rights;  and  a  ftable  and 
coach-houfe  are  cleaning  out,  that  have 
not  been  uied  fome  time.  I  aflced  Mrs. 
Jewkes ;  but  me  tells  me  nothing,  nof 
will  hardly  anfwer  me  when  I  aflc  her  a 

r:ftion.  Sometimes  I  think  me  puts  on 
fe  ftrange  wicked  airs  to  me,  purpole- 
ly  to  make  me  wifh  for,  what  I  dread 
moil  of  all  things,  my  mafter's  coming 
down.  He  talk  of  love! — If  he  had  any 
the  lead  notion  of  regard  for  me,  to  be 
fure  he  would  not  give  this  naughty 
body  fuch  power  over  me: — And  if  he 
does  come,  where  is  his  promiie  of  not 
feeing  me  without  I  conient  to  it?  But,  it 
feems,  bis  honour  owes  me  nothing! 
So  he  tells  me  in  his  letter.  And  why? 
Becaufe  I  am  willing  to  keep  mine. 
But,  indeed,  he  fays,  he  hates  me  per- 
feftly.  and  h  is  plain  he  does,  or  I  mould 
not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  this  woman  ; 
and,  what  is  worfe,  to  my  woful  appre- 
henfions. 


MONDAY,    TUESDAY,    WEDNESDAY, 

THE  3zd,  33d,   AND    34-th  DAYS   OF       FRIDAY,  THE    36th  DAY    OF    MY    IM- 
MY   IMPRISONMENT.  PRISONMENT. 


NOTHING  offers  thefe  days  but 
fquabblings  between  Mrs.  Jewkes 
and  me.  She  grows  worfe  and  worfe  to 
me.  I  vexed  her  yefterday,  becaufe  me 
talked  naftily;  and  told  her  me  talked 
more  like  a  vile  London  proftitute,  than 
a  gentleman's  houfekeeper;  and  fhe 
thinks  ftie  cannot  ufe  me  bad  enough  for 
it.  Blefs  me!  fhe  curies  and  ftorms  at 
me  like  a  trooper,  and  can  hardly  keep 
her  hands  off  me.  You  may  believe 
fhe  mutt  talk  fadly  to  make  me  fay  fiich 
harih  words :  indeed  it  cannot  be  repeat- 
ed; as  fhe  is  a  difgrnceto  her  fex.  And 
then  me  ridicules  me,  and  laughs  at  my 
notions  off  honeftyj  and  tells  me,  impu- 


I  Took  the  liberty  yefterday  afternoon, 
finding  the  gates  open,  to  walk  out 
before  the  houfe ;  and  ere  I  was  aware, 
had  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  long  row 
of  elms;  and  there  I  fat  myfelf  down 
upon  the  fleps  of  a  fort  of  broad  llile, 
which  leads  into  the  road,  and  goes  to- 
wards the  town.  And  as  I  fat  muling 
about  what  always  bufies  my  mind,  I 
faw  a  whole  body  of  folks,  running  to- 
wards me  from  the  houfe,  men  and  wo- 
men, as  in  a  fright.  At  firlt  I  wonder- 
e^d  what  was  the  matter,  till  they  came 
nearer;  and  I  found  they  were  all  alarm- 
ed, thinking  I  had  attempted  to  get  off. 
There  was  firit  the  horrible  Colbrand, 
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running  with  his  long  legs,  well  nigh 
two  yards  ataftride;  then  there  was  one 
of  the  grooms,  poor  Mr.  Williams's 
robber;  then  I  fpie'd  Nan,  half  out  of 
breath,  and  the  cook-maid  after  her; 
nnd  laftly  came  waddling,  as  faft  as  fhe 
could,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  exclaiming  moft 
bitterly,  as  I  found,  againft  me.  Col- 
brand  laid — '  O  how  have  you  frighted 
*  us  all!' — And  went  behind  me,  kit  I 
ihould  run  away,  as  I  fuppofe. 

I  fat  ftill,  to  let  them  fee  I  had  no 
view  to, get  away;  for,  befides  the  im- 
probability of  fucceeding,  my  laft  fad 
attempt  has  cured  me  of  enterprifmg 
again.  And  when  Mrs.  Jewkes  came 
within  hearing,  I  found  her  terribly  in- 
cenfed,and  raving  about  mycontrivanccs. 
Why,'  faid  I,  '  mould  you  be  fo  con- 
cerned ?  Here  I  have  fat  a  few  minutes, 
and  had  not  the  leaft  thought  of  getting 
away,  or  going  farther;  but  to  return 
as  foon  as  it  was  dufkifh.'  She  would 
not  believe  me;  and  the  barbarous  crea- 
ture ftruck  at  me  with  her  horrid  fift,  and 
J  believe,  would  have  felled  me,  had  not 
Colbrand  interpofed,  and  faid,  he  faw 
ir.e  fitting;  ftill,  looking  about  me,  and 
rot  feeming  to  have  the  leaft  inclination 
to  ftir.  But  this  would  not  ferve:  me 
ordered  the  two  maids  to  take  me  each 
by  an  arm,  and  lead  me  back  into  the 
houie,  and  tip-Hairs;  and  there  have  I 
been  locked  up  ever  fince,  without  fhoes. 
In  vain  have  I  pleaded,  ihat  I  had  node- 
fign,  as  indeed  I  had  not  the  leaft;  and 
laft  night  I  was  forced  to  lie  between  her 
nr.d  Nan;  and  I  find  fhe  is  refolved  to 
make  a  handle  of  this  againft  me,  and 
in  her  own  behalf.  Indeed,  what  with 
her  ufage,  and  my  own  apprehenfions  of 
Hill  worfe,  J  am  quite  weary  of  my  life. 

Juft  now  fhe  has  been  with  me,  and 
given  me  my  fhoes,  and  has  laid  her  im- 
perious commands  upon  me,  to  drefs 
myfelf  in  afuitof  cloaths  out  of  the  port- 
manteau, which  I  have  not  feen  lately, 
againft  three  or  four  o'clock;  for,  fhe 
fays,  fne  is  to  have  a  vifit  from  Lady 
.Darnford's  two  daughters,  who  come 
purpofely  to  fee  me;  and  fo  fhe  gave  me 
the  key  of  the  portmanteau.  But  I  will 
not  obey  her  j  and  I  told  her,  I  would 
not  be  made  a  fhew  of,  nor  fee  the  la'dies. 
She  leit  me,  faying,  it  fhould  be  worfe 
for  me,  if  I  did  not.  But  how  can 
that  be  ? 


FIVE  0  CLOCK    IS  COME. 

AND  no  young  ladies! — So  that  I 
fancy — But    hold!    I    he-ir   their 
coach,  I   believe.     I'll  ftep  to  the  win- 
dow.    I  won't  go  down  to  them,  I  am 
resolved — 

Good  Sirs!  good  Sirs!  What  will  be- 
come of  me!  Here  is  my  mafter  come  in 
his  fine  chariot! — Indeed  he  is! — What 
mail  I  do?  Where  ihali  I  hide  myfelf? 
— O!  what  mall  I  do?  Pray  for  me! 
But  Oh!  you  will  not  fee  this! — Now, 
good  God  of  Heaven,  preferve  me;  if  it 
is  thybleffed  will! 


SEVEN    O  CLOCK. 

THOUGH  I  dread  to  fee  him,  yet  do  I 
wonder  I  have  not.  To  be  fure 
fomething  is  refolving  againft  me>  and  he 
flays  to  hear  all  her  ftories.  I  can  hard- 
ly write;  yet,  as  I  can  do  nothing  elfe, 
I  know  not  how  to  forbear! — Yet  I 
cannot  hold  my  pen — How  crooked  and 
trembling  the  lines! — I  rnuft  leave  off,  till 
I  can  get  quieter  finger's! — Why  fhouid 
the  guiltlefs  tremble  fo,  when  the  guilty 
can  poflefs  their  minds  in  peace? 


SATURDAY    MORNING. 

NrOW  let  me  give  you  an  account  qf 
what  parted  laft  night;  for  I  had  no 
power  to  write,  nor  yet  opportunity,  till 


This  vile  woman  held  my  maftcr 
till  half  an  hour  after  feven;  and  he 
came  hither  about  five  in  the  afternoon". 
And  then  1  heard  his  voice  on  the  ftairs, 
as  he  was  coming  up  to  me.  It  was 
about  his  fupperj  for  he  faid — '  I  mall 

*  chufe  a  boiled  chicken  with  butter  and 
'  parfley."     And  up  he  came. 

He  put  on  a  ftern  and  majeftic  air; 
and  he  can  look  very  majeftic  when  he 
pleafes.  *  Well,  perverfe  Pamela,  un- 
1  grateful  runaway/  faid  he,  for  my 
firft  falutation!— *  You  do  well,  don't 

*  you,  to  give  me  all  this  trouble  and 
'  vexation!'    J    could  not   fpeak;    but 
throwing  myfelf  on  the   floor,  hid  my 
face,  and  was  ready  to  die  with  grief 
and  apprehenfion — Hefaid — *  Well  may 
<  you  hide  your  face!  well  may  you 
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Mnamed  to  fee  me,   vile  forward 

*  one,  as  you  are !'    I  fobbed,  and  wept, 
but  could  not  {'peak.     And  he  let  me  lie, 
nnd  went  to  the  door,  and  called  Mrs. 
Jewkes.     '  There,1  laid  he,   '  take  tip 
'  that:  fallen  angel ! — Once  I  thought  her 
'  as  innocent  as  an  angel  of  light :  but  I 
4   have  now  no  patience  with  her.     The 
'   little  hypocrite  proftrates  herfclf  thus, 
1  in  hopes  to  move  my  weaknefs  in  her 

*  favour,  and  that  1*11  raife  her  from  the 

*  floor  myfeif.     But  I  mail  not  touch 
.'  her.     No,*  faid  he,  cruel  gentleman  as 

he  was!  '  let  fuch  fellows  as  Williams  be 
'   taken  in  by  her  artful  wiles!     I  know 

*  her  now,  and  fee  me  is  for  any  fool's 

*  turn,  that  will  be  caught  by  her." 

I  fighed  as  if. my  heart  would  break! 
—And  Mrs.  Jewkes  lifted  me  up  upon 
my  knees  ;  for  I  trembled  fo,  I  could  not 
itand.  '  Come,1  faid  me,  '  Mrs.  Pa- 

*  mela,  learn  to  know  your  bed  friend! 
'  confefsyour  unworthy  behaviour,  and 
4  beg  his  honour's  forgivenefs  of  all  your 
'  faults.1     I  was  ready  to  faint;  and  he 
laid — '  She  is  miftrefs  of  arts,  I'll  .allure 
'  you;  and  will  mimick  a  fit,  ten  to  one, 

*  in  a  minute*1 

I  was  ftruck  to  the  heart  at  this;  but 
could  notfpeak  prefently;  only  lifted  up 
my  eyes  to  Heaven! — And  at  lail  made 
ihift  to  fay — '  God  forgive  you,  Sir!1 — 
He  feemed  in  a  great  paifiou,  and  walked 
up  and  down  the  room,  catting  fome- 
times  an  eye  upon  me,  and  feeming  as  if 
he  would  have  fpoken,  but  checked  him- 
felf— And  at  laft  he  faid—'  When  me 
'  has  afted  this  herjfr/?  part  over,  per- 
'  haps  I  will  fee  her  again,  and  fhe  mall 
'  foon  know  what  me  has  to  trui;:  to.1 

And  fo  he  went  out  of  the  room :  and 
I  was  quite  lick  at  heart.  '  Surely,  faid 
I, '  I  am  the  wickedeil  creature  that  ever 

*  breathed!1 — '  Well,'  faid  the  imperti- 
nent, *  notfo  wicked  as  that  neither;  but 
'  I  am  glad  you  begin  to  fee  your  faults. 

*  Nothing  like  being  humble! — Come, 
'  I'll  ftand  your  friend,  and  plead  for 
'  you,  if  you'll  promife  to  be  more  du- 
'  tiful  for  the   future.     Come,  come,1 
added  the  wretch,  *  this  may  be  all  made 
'  up  by  to-morrow  morning,  if  you  are 

*  not  a  fool.1 — '  Be  gone,  hideous  wo- 
-  *  man!1  faid  I,  *  and  let  nojt  my  afflictions 

*  be  added  to  by  thy  inexorable  cruelty, 
'  and  unwomanly  wickednefs.' 

She  gave  me  a  pnfh,  and  went  away  in 
a  violent  paflion.  And  it  feems  fhe  made 


a  (lory  of  this  ;  arid  faid,  I  had  fuch  a 
fpirit,  there  was  no  bearing  it. 

I  laid  me  down  on  the  floor,  and  had 
no  power  to  ftir,  till  the  clock  flrucL 
nine ;  aad  then  the  wicked  woman  came 
up  again.  *  You  muft  come  down  flairs,* 
faid  ihe,  *  to  my  matter  j  that  is,  if  you 
'  pleafe,  fpirit!1  Said  I — *  I  believe  I 
'  cannot  Hand.1 — (  Then,1  faid  fhe,  ' I'll 
'  fend  Monfieur  Colbrand  to  cany  you 
'  down.1 

I  got  up,  as  well  as  I  could,  and  trem- 
bled all  the  way  down  Hairs :  and  Ihe 
went  before  me  into  the  parlour;  and  a 
new  fervant.  that  he  had  waiting  on  him, 
inflead  of  John,  withdrew  as  foon  as  I 
came  in:  and,  by  the  way,  he  had  a  new 
coachman  too ;  which  looked  as  if  Bed- 
fordfhire  Robin  was  turned  a  war. 

'  I  thought,1  faid  he,  when  I  came 
down,  *  you  mould  have  fat  at  table  with 
me,  when  I  had  not  company;  but 
when  I  find  you  cannot  forget  your 
original,  but  mull  prefer  my  menials 
to  me,  I  call  you  down  to  wait  on  ms 
while  I  fup,  that  I  may  have  fome  talk, 
with  you,  and  throw  away  as  little 
time  as  poffible  upon  you.1 

*  Sir,1  faid  I,  *  you  do  me  honour  to 
wait  upon  you : — And  I  never  mall,  I 
hope,  forget  my  original.1     But  I  was 

forced  to  lland  behind  his  ch?.ir,  that  I 
might  hold  by  it.  '  Fill  me,1  faid  he  '  a 
1  glafs  of  that  Burgundy,1  I  went  to 
do  it;  but  ray  hand  (book!  fo,  that  I 
could  not  hold  the  plate  with  the  glafs  in 
k,  and  fpilt  fome  of  the  wine.  So  Mrs. 
Jewkes  poured  it  for  me,  and  I  carried  it 
as  well  as  I  could ;  and  made  a  low 
curtfey.  He  took  it;  and  faid—'  Stand 
1  behind  me,  out  of  my  fight ! 

*  Why,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid  he,  c  you 
tell  me,  fhe  remains  very  fullen  ftill,  and 
eats  nothing.' — '  No,1  laid  fhe,  '  not 
fo  much  as  will  keep  life  and  foul  to- 
gether.1— '  And  is  always  crying,  you 
fay,  too  r — '  Yes,  Sir,1  anfwered  flie, 
I  think  fhe  is,  for  one  thing  or  ano- 
ther.1— 'Aye,1  faid  he,  *  your  young1 
wenches  will  feed   upon  their  tears; 
and  their  obflinacy  will  ferve  them  for 
meat  and  drink.     I  think  I  never  faw 
her  look  better,  though,  in  my  lite  !  — 
But,  I  fuppofe,  me  lives  upon  love. 
This  fwtet  Mr.  Williams,  and  hef 
little  villainous   plots  together,    have 
kept  her  alive  and  well,  to  be  lure ; 
for  mifchief,  love,  anj  contradiction, 

P  a  '  are 
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'  arc  the   natural  aliments  of   a  wo- 
'  man/  > 

Poor  I  was  forced  to  hear  all  this,  and 
be  filent;  and  indeed  my  heart  was  too 
full  to  fpeak. 

*  And  fo  you  fay,*  faid  he,  '  that  fhe 
had  another  protect,  but  yeflerday,  to 
get  away?' — '  She  denies  it  herfelfV 
aid  (he  5  *  but  it  had  all  the  appearance 
of  one.  I'm  lure  fhe  made  me  in  a 
fearful  pucker  about  it :  and  I  am 
glad  your  honour  is  come,  with  all  my 
heart  j  and  I  hope,  whatever  be  your 
honour's  intention  concerning  her,  you 
will  not  be  long  about  it ;  for  you'll 
find  her  as  ilippery  as  an  eel,  I'll  allure 
you.' 

'  Sir,'  faid  I,  and  clafped  his  knees 
with  my  arms,  not  knowing  what  I  did, 
and  falling  on  my  knees,  '  have  mercy 

*  on  me,  and  hear  me,  concerning  that 

*  wicked  woman's  ufage  of  me.1 

He  cruelly  interrupted  me,  and  faid— 

*  I  am  fatisfied  (he  has  done  her  duty : 
'  it  {jollifies  nothing  what  you  fay  againit 
'  Mrs.  Jewkes.  That  you  are  here,  little 
'  hypocrite  as  you  are,  pleading  your 

*  eaufe  before  me,  is  owing  to  her  care 

*  of  you ;  elfe  you  had  been  with  the 

*  parfon. — Wicked  girl1.'  faid  he,  *  to 

*  tempt  a  man  to  undo  himfelf,  as  you 
'  have  done  him,  at  a  time  I  was  on  the 
'  point  of  making  him  happy  for  his 
«  life!' 

I  role;  but  faid,  with  a  deep  figh— •'  I 

*  have  done,  Sir! — I  have  done ! — I  have 
'  a  ftrange  tribunal   to   plead   before. 
'  The  poor  fheep,  in  the  fable,, had  fuch 

*  an  one  j  when  it  was  tried  before  the 
'  vulture,  on  the  ac^ufation  of  the  wolf!' 

*  So,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  laid  he,  *  you  are 

*  the  wolf , I  the  vulture,  and  this  the  poor 

*  innocent  lamb  on  her  trial  before  us!— 

*  Oh!  you  don't  know  how  well  this 

*  innocent  is  read  in  reflection.    She  has 

*  wit  at  will,  when  fhe  has  a  mind  to 

*  difplay  her  own  romantick  innocence, 

*  at  the  price  of  other  people's  charac- 
'  ter.' 

*  Well,'  faid  the  aggravating  creature, 

*  this  is  nothing  to  what  fhe  has  called 
4  me;  I  have  been  a  Jezebel,  a  London 

*  proftitute,  and  what  not  ? — But  I  am 
'  contented  with  her  ill  names,  now  I 

*  fee  it  is  her  fafhion,  and  fhe  can  call 

*  your  honour  a  vulture.' 

Said  I — *  I  had  no  thought  of  com- 
'  paring  my  mafter — '  And  was  going 
to  fay  "on :  but  he  faid—'  Don't  prate, 


«  girl!'—*  No/  faid  fhe,   «  it  don't  be- 

*  come  you,  I  am  fure.' 

«  Well,'   faid   I,  '  fmce  I   muft  not 

*  fpeak,  I  will  hold  my  peace;  but  there 

*  is  a  righteous  Judge,  who  knows  the 

*  fecrets  of  all  hearts;  and  to  him  I  ap- 
\  peal.' 

*  See  there!'  faid  he :  *  now  this  meek, 
'  good  creature,  is  praying  for  fire  from 
'  Heaven  upon  us !  O  "fhe  can  curfe 
1  moll  heartily,  in  the  fpirit  of  Chriftkm 
'  meeknefs,  I'll  aflure  you.  —  Come, 
«  Saucy -face,  give  me  another  glafs  ©f 

*  wine.' 

So  I  did,  as  well  as  I  could;  but  wept 
fo,  that  he  faid — '  I  fuppofe  I  fhall  have 

*  fome  of  your  tears  in  my  wine  T 
When  he  had  fupped,  he  flood  up,  and 

faid—'  O  how  happy  for  you  it  is,  that 
'  you  can,  at  will,  make  your  {peaking 
'  eyes  overflow  in  this  manner,  without 

*  lofing  any  of  their  brilliancy  !     You 
'  have  been  told,  I  fuppofe,  that  you  are- 
'  moft  beautiful  in  your  tears ! — Did  you 
'  ever,'   faid  he  to  her,  (who  all  this 
while  was  ftanding  in  one  corner  of  the 
parlour)  '  fee  a  more  charming  creature 
'  than  this  ?     Is  it  to  be  wondered  at, 
«  that  I  demean  myfelf  thus  to  take  no- 
'  tice  of  her  ? — See,'  faid  he,  and  took 
the  glafs  with  one  hand,  and  turned  me 
round  with  the  other,  '  what  a  fhape, 
'  what  a  neck !  what  a  hand !  and  what  a 
'  bloom  on  that  lovely  face ! — But  who 
4  can  defcribe  the  tricks  and  artifices, 
'  that  lie  lurking  in  her  little,  plotting, 
'  guileful  heart !     'Tis  no  wonder  the 
'  poor  parfon  was  infatuated  with  her. — 
'  I  blame  him  lei's  than  I  do  her;  for  who 
'  could  expeft  fuch  artifice  in  fo  young 
4  a  forcerefs  ? ' 

I  went  to  the  farther  part  of  the  room, 
and  held  my  face  fcgainfl  the  wainfcot; 
and  in  fpite.  of  all  I  could  do  to  refrain 
crying,    fobbed  as  if  my  heart  would 
break.     He  faid — '  I  am  furprized,  Mrs . 
Jewkes,  at  the  mi  (lake  of  the  letters 
you  tell  me  of!     But,  you  fee,  I  am 
not  afraid  any -body  mould  read  what 
I  write.     I  don't  carry  on  private  cor- 
refpondences,  and  reveal  every  fecret 
that  comes  to  my  knowledge,  and  then 
corrupt   people  to   carry   my   letters 
•gainft  their  duty,  and  all  good  con- 
ic ience. 

'  Come  hither,  hufTey,'  faid  he:  *  you 
and  I  have  a  dreadful  reckoning  to 
make. — Why  don't  you  come,  when 
X  bid  youl'—'  Fie  upon  it,  Mrs.  Pa- 
'  mela,' 
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<  mela/  faid  me;  'what!  not  ftir,  when 
'  his  honour  commands  you  to  come  to 

*  him ! — Who  knows  but  his  goodnefs 

*  will  forgive  you  ?' 

He  came  to  me,  (for  I  had  no  povver 
to  ftir)  and  put  his  arm  about  my  neck, 
and  would  kifs  me;  and  faid — '  Well, 

*  Mrs.  Jewkes,  if  it  were  not  for  the 

*  thought  of  this  curled  parfon,  I  be- 

*  Jieve  in  my  heart,  ib  great  is  my  weak- 
'•  nefs,  that  I  could  yet  forgive  this  in- 

*  trigiving  little  Hut,  and  take  her  to  my 

*  bolbm.' 

O,'  laid  the  fycophant, '  you  are  very 

*  good  Sir,  very  forgiving,  indeed!— 

*  But  come,'  added  the  profligate  wretch, 
(  I  hope  you  will  be  ib  good,  as  to  take 
'  her  to  your  boibm  ;  and  that,  by  to- 

*  morrow  morning,  you'll  bring  her  to 
'  a  better  fenfe  of  her  duty ! ' 

Could  any-thiagin  womanhood  be  fo 
vile?  I  had  no  patience:  but  yet  grief 
and  indignation  ehoaktd  up  the  pailage 
of  my  words;  and  I  could  only  Hummer 
out  a  paflionate  exclamation  to  Heaven, 
to  protect  my  innocence.  Butthe  word 
was  the  fubject  of  their  ridicule.  Was 
ever  poor  creature  worle  bdet ! 

He  faid,  as  if  he  had  been  confidering 
whether  he  could  forgive  me  or  not—- 
No, I  cannot  yet  forgive  her  neither. 
—She  has  given  me  great  disturbance; 
has  brought  great  diicredit  upon  me, 
both  abroad  and  at  home ;  has  cor- 
rupted all  my  fervants  at  the  other 
houfe ;  has  defpifed  my  honourable 
views  and  intentions  to  her,  and  fought 
to  run  away  with  this  ungrateful  par- 
fon. — And  furely  I  ought  not  to  for- 
give all  this!'— — »Yet,  with  all  this 
wretched  grimace,  he  kiflfed  me  again, 
and  would  have  put  his  hand  into  my 
bofomj  but  I  rtruggled,  and  faid — I 
would  die  before  I  would  be  ufed  thus. 
* — f  Coniider,  Pamela,1  laid  he,  in  a 
threatening  tone,  '  connder  where  you 

*  are!  and  don't  play  the  fool:  if  you  do, 

*  a  more  dreadful  fate  awaits  you  than 

*  you  expeft.-r-But,  take  her  up  Hairs, 

*  Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  I'll  fend  a  few  lines 

*  to  her  to  confider  of — and  let  me  have 
'  your  anfwer,  Pamela,  in  the  morning. 

*  Till  then  you  have  to  refolve :  and  af- 

*  ter  that  your  doom  is  fixed.'  So  I  went 
up  (hiirs,  and  gave  myfelf  up  to  grief, 
and  expectation  of  what  he  would  lend : 
but  yet  I  was  glad  of  this  night's  re* 
prieve! 


He  lent  me,  however,  nothing  at  all. 
y^fid  about  twelve  o'clock,  Mrs.  Jewkes 
and  Nan  came  up,  as  the  night  before,  to 
be  my  bedfellows ;  and  I  would  go  to- 
bed  with  fome  of  my  cloaths  on:  which 
they  muttered  at  fadly;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes 
railed  at  me  particularly:  indeed  1  would 
have  fat  up  all  night,  for  fear,  if  flie 
would  have  let  me.  P'or  I  had  but  very 
little  rett  that  night,  apprehending  this 
woman  would  let  my  matter  in.  She 
did  nothing  but  praife  him,  and  blame 
me;  but  I  anfwered  her  as  little  as  I 
could. 

He  has  Sir  Simon  Tell-tale,  alias 
Darnford,  to  dine:  with  him  to-day,  whofe 
family  fent  to  welcome  him  into  tta 
country;  and  it  feems,  the  old  knight 
wants  to  fee  me;  fo  I  fuppofe  I  mail  be 
fent  for,  as  Samfon  was,  to  make  fport 
for  him.  Here  I  am,  and  muit  bear 
it  ail !  . 


TWELVE      O'CLOCK,       SATURDAY 
NOON. 

JUST  now  he  has  fent  me  up,  by 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  the  following  propo- 
ials.  So  here  are  the  honourable  inten- 
tions all  at  once  laid  open.  They  are, 
my  dear  parents,  to  make  me  a  vile  kept 
miftrefs:  which,  I  hope,  I  (hall  always 
detelt  the  thoughts  of.  But  you'll  fee 
how  they  are  accommodated  to  what  I 
mould  have  molt  deiired,  could  I  have 
honeftly  promoted  it,  your  welfare  and 
happinefs.  I  have  anfwered  them,  as  I 
am  lure  you'll  approve;  and  I  am  prepared 
for  the  word:  for  though  I  fear  there 
will  be  nothing  omitted  to  ruin  me,  and 
though  my  poor  itrength  will  not  be 
able  to  defend  me,  yet  I  will  be  innocent 
of  crime  in  my  intention,  and  in  the 
light  of  God ;  and  to  Him  leave  the 
avenging  of  all  my  wrongs,  in  his  own 
good  time  and  manner.  I  mall  write  to 
you  my  anfwer  againlt  his  articles;  ar.i 
hope  the  bej.1,  though  I  fear  the  worft. 
But  it  I  fliould  come  home  to  you  ruin- 
ed and  undone,  and  may  not  be  able  to 
look  you  in  the  face;  yet  pity  and  infpi- 
rit  the  poor  Pamela,  to  make  her  little 
remnant  of  life  eafy;  for  long  I  mall  not 
furviremy  difgrace:  and  you  maybeaf- 
fured  it  mall  nojfe  be  my  fault,  if  it  be  my 
misfortune, 
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<LA  ANDREWS.             SWER.                                                 ''that  the  only  one 

'  I    cduld    honour 

«  cTXE  following  '   -TORGIVE,  Sir,                                     <  more   than    ano- 
•4   'ARTICLES,        •    «  thefpirityour                                     «  ther,  is  the  gen  - 

«  *r*  prcpofed    to  <  poor  fervant    is                                       «  tleman,    who,   of 

*  your  ferious  con-  '  about  to  Jbew  in                                  -    «  all   others,    leeks 

e  fideration;andlet  «  berAnfwertoyoiir                                       «  myeverlafiingdif- 
*  ;;;^  /vz-zr  #»  *z/2-   *  ARTICLES.  JVo/                                      «  honour. 

c  f<wsr,   in   writ-  *  /o  fo  warm,  and 

«  i*g,totbtm;tbat  *.  inearneft,  onfuch         t  II.  I  will  di-       «  II.  As  to  vonr 

'  I  may  takewv  re-  l  an  occajlon  as  the 

reclly  make  you  '  fecond     propoial, 

6  foluiions  accord-  (  prefent,       would 
*  ingly.     Only  re-   *  Jb&w  a  degree  of 

a  pre-fent  of  five  c  lettheconfequence 
hundred  guineas,  '  be  what  it  will,  I 

f  member  •,   that  I  '  guilt,  that,  I  hope 

for  your  own  ufe,  *  reject  it  with   all 

c  will  not  be  trifled  '  my  (cut  abhors.   I 

which    you  may  '  my  foul.   Money, 

*  with  ;  and  what  c  9vtM     not     trifle 

difpofe     of      to  '  Sir,isnotmychief 

e  you  give  for  an-   *  with  you,  nor  att 

any  purpofe  you  *  good:   may  God 

*  f*wer,  nuill  abfo-  '  like      a      p  erf  on 

pleafe  :  and  I  will  '  Almighty    defeit 

f  lutely  decide  your  (  doubtful    of    her 

give  it  absolutely  *  me,   whenever   It 

*   fate,      without  l  own  mind  ;  for  it 

into  the  hands  of  '  is;  and  whenever, 

*  expoftulation,  or  *  wants  net  one  ma  - 

any   perfon    you  *  for    the    lake    of 

'  further  trouble;     *  menfs  confidera- 

(hall    appoint    to  *  that,  lean  give  up 

1  tion  witb  me;  and 

receive  it;  and  ex-  <  my   title   to   that 

<  I  therefore  return 

peel  no  favour  in  '  blelTed  hope  which 

'  the  ANSWER/O/- 

return,    till    you  *  will   ftand  me  in 

'  lowing,  let  what  • 

arefatisfied  in  the  '  ftead,    at    a    time 

'  ivill  be  the  confe- 

polleiricnof.it.       *  when  millions  of 

*  qttence:                                                      '  gold  will  not  pur- 

*  chafe   one  happy 
*  I.  TF   you   can  'I.     AS    to    the                                      *  moment  of  reflec- 

'   convince            T^1  '  firit  Ar-                                        '  tion  on  a  paft  mif- 

me  that  the  hat..   '  tide,  Sir,  it  may                                      *  fpentlife! 

ed  parfon  has  had  *  behove  me,  (that 

no      encourage-   '  I  maynotdeierve,              III.     I    will       *  III.  Your  third 

ment  from  you  in  e  inyouropinion,the 

likevvife    directly  *  proposal,  Sir,  I  re- 

hisaddreftes$ and  '  opprohriousterms 

make  over  to  you  (  ject  for  the  fame 

that  you  have  no  '  of  forward  and 

a  purchafe  I  late-  '  reafon;     and   am 

inclination      for  *  artful,  and  fuch 

ly  made  in  Kent,  c  forry   you    could 

him,  in  preference  '  like)  to  declare  fo- 

which   brings   in  f  think  my  poor  ho- 

to  me;  then  I  will  *  lemnly,  that  Mr. 

two  hundred  and  *  neft  parent?  would 

oirer  the  follow-  '  Williams      never 

fifty  pounds  per  '  enter    into    their 

ing  propofals   to  '  had  the  ieaft  en- 

annum,   clear  of  '  part  of  it,  and  be 

you,  which  I  will   *  couragementfrom 

all     deductions.  '  concerned  for  the 

punclually  make  *  me,   as    to  what 

This     fhall     be  'management      of 

good.                      '  you  hint  ;   and  I 

made  over  to  you  *  an   eftate,    which 

'  believe  his  princi- 
*  pal  motive  was  the 

in   full  property  '  would  be  owing  to 
for  your  life,  and  '  the  prostitution  of 

*  apprehended  duty 

for  the   lives   of  *  their  poor  daugh- 

4  of    his    function, 

any  children    to  '  ter.    Forgive,  Sir, 

*  quite  contiary  to 

perpetuity,    that  *  my  warmth  on  this 

'  his  apparent  inte- 

you  may  happen  *  occafion;  but  you 

4  reft,  to  afiift  a  per- 

to  have:  and  your  '  know  not  the  poor 

'  fon  he  thought  in 

father    fhall    be  *  man,  and  the  poor 

*  diltrefs.Youmay, 

immediately   put  *  woman,  my  ever- 

€  Sir,  the  rather  be- 

into  pofleflion  of/  dear    father    and 

*  lieve  me,  when  I 

it  intrullforthefe  *  mother,    if    you 

'  declare,     that     I 

purpofes:  and  the  *  think,   that  they 

e  know  not  the  man 

management  of  it  e  would  not  much 

*  breathing  I  would 

will  yield  a  com-  '  rather  choofe    to 

THIS                        'wifh            -"      *  fortable                    'ftarve 
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foitable    fubnft-  *  ftarve  in  a  ditch, 

propofed  between 

than  me:  and  to 

er.  :e  to  him,  and  '  or  rot  in  anoifome 

her  and  me  had 

lole  the  bell  jewel, 

your  mother,  tor  *  dungeon,  than  a-;  - 

been  brought  to 

my  virtue,  would 

iifej    and   I  will  *  cept  of  the  fortune 

cited:  and  I  will 

be  poorly  recom- 

make  up  any  vie-  '  of     a     monarchy 

confer  upon  you 

penild    by    thole 

ficiences,  If  fuch  '   upon  fuch  wicked 

ihii  other  gratui- 

you     propole    to 

fiiould  happen  to  '  terms.    I  dare  not' 

tiesjuslihanfind 

give  me.     What 

that   clear    Him,  '  lay  ail  that  my  foil 

mylelf     obliged, 

mould    I    think. 

and    allow    him  *  mind  luggeits  to 

by  your  good  be 

v.-h-n     I    looked 

fifty  pounds  per  c  me  on  this  griev- 

haviour  and  af- 

upon  my  finger,  or 

anniun     befides,  '  ousdccaijon  —  But 

feaion. 

law,  in  the  glafs, 

for  his   life,  and  '  indeed,    Sir,   you 

thole  diamonds  on 

that  of  your  mo-  *  know  them  not  ; 

my  neck,  and  in 

ther,  for  his  care  '  nor  mall  the  ter- 

my  ears,  but  that 

and  management  *  rors  of  death,  in 

they  were  the  price 

of  thisyour'eftate.  *  it's  moil  frightful 

of  my  honelly,  and 

1  form,      I     hope, 

that  I  wore  thofe 

'  through  God"s  af- 

jewels  outwardly, 

'  filling  grace,  ever 

becauie  I  had  nons 

*  make  me  aft  un- 

inwardly-? 

'  worthy    of    iiich 

*  poor    honeil    pa- 

1  VI.  Now,  Pa- 

« VI.  I  know,  Sir, 

*  rents  ! 

mela,  will  you  fee 

by  wcful  experi- 

by this,  what  a  va- 

ence,  that   I    am 

<   IV.     I    will,       <  IV.  Your  fourth 

lue  I  let  upon  the 

in  your  power  :   I 

moreover,  extend  '  propolal,    I    take 

free-will  of  a  per- 

know  all  the  re- 

niy  favour  to  any  '  upon  me,   Sir,  to 

fon  already'vAvspf 

fiftancelcanmake 

other  of  your  re-  '  anfwer      as      the 

power  5  and  who, 

will  be  poor  and 

lations,  that  you  '  third.      If  I  have 

if  thefe  propofals 

weak,  and  perhaps 

may  thinlc  worthy  l  any  friends   that 

are  not  accepted, 

ftand  me  in  little 

of  it,  or  that  are  *  want  the  favour  of 

mail  find,  that  I 

dead:  I  dread  your 

valued  by  you.      *  the    great,     may 

have  not  taken  all 

twill  to  rum  me  is 

*  they    ever    want 

thefe  pains,  and 

as  great  as   your 

*  it,  if  they  are  ca- 

rifquedmy  repu- 

power:   yet,   Sir, 

*  pable  of  clearing 

tation,  as  I  have 

will  I  dare  to  tell 

*  it    on    unworthy 

done,  without  re- 

you,    that  I  will 

*  terms  ! 

folving  to  grati- 

make no  free-will 

fy  my  pafTion  for 

offering    of     my 

*  V.  I  will,  be-      '  V.  Finecloaths, 

you,    at   all    ad- 

virtue.   All  that  I 

fides,  order  pat-  '   Sir,    become   not 

ventures  ;  and  if 

can  do,  poor  as  it 

terns  to  be  lent  '  me;   nor   have    I 

you  refuie,  with- 

is, I  nv  ill  do,  to 

you  for  choofmg  '  any  ambition   to 

out  making  any 

convince  you,  that 

four       compleat  '  wear  them  .  I  have 

terms  at  all. 

your   offers   mall 

f  iiits      of      rich  *  greater    pride    in 

have  no  part  in  my 

cloaths,  that  you  '  my   poverty    and 

choice  j    and  if  I 

may  appear  with  *  meannefs,  than  I 

cannot  efcape  the 

reputation   as   if  c  mould    have,     in 

violence  of  man,  I 

you     were      my  l  drefs  and  finery. 

hope,    by   God's 

wife.  And  I  will  *  Believe  me,  Sir,  I 

grace,  I  mall  have 

give  you  the  two  *  think  fuch  things 

nothing    to     re- 

diamond     rings,  <  lei's    become    the 

.proach  mylelf,  for 

and  two  pair  of  l  humble-born  Pa- 

not  doing  all  in 

ear-rings,      and  '  mela  than  the  rags 
diamond     neck-  *  your  good  mother 

my  power  to  avoid 
my  difgrace;  and 

lace,    that    were  *  raifed"  me   from. 

then  I  can  lately 

bought    by    my  '  Your  rings,   Sir, 

appeal  to  the  great 

mother,   to  pre-  *  yournecklace,and 

God,  my  only  re- 

lent     to      Mifs  <  your      ear-rings, 

fuge     and     pro- 

Tomlins,  if  the  «  will    better    befit 

teclor,    with   this 

f  match  that  was  '  ladies  of  degree, 

confolation,    that 

'  fro-                         *  than 

<  VII.  You 

'  my 
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'  my  will  bore  no 

comply  with  my  *  making"    an    ex- 

4  part  in  the  viola- 

propoials  ;  and  1  *  change  of  my  ho- 

*  tion. 

will  inftantly  let  '  nelty  for   all    the 

about  fecui  ing  to  '  richer  of  the  In- 

«  VII.  You  ihall      <  VII.  I  have  not 

you  the  full  eneft  '  dies.       When     I 

*  be  miftrels  cl  my  *  once  dared  to  look 

ot  them  :  and  let  '   come  to  be  proud 

*  paibn  and   tor-  *  fo  high,  as  to  luch 

me,  if  you  value  *   and  vain  of  gaudy 

*  tune,  as  much  as  *  apropofal  as  your 

yourfelf,  ^xperi-  '  apparel,  and  out- 

«  ifthefooliihcere-  *  leventharticlecon- 

ence  a  grateful  re-  *   fide   finerv  ;  then 

*   mony  hadpaiVed.  *  tains.  Hence  have 

turn  on  this  occa-  '  (which  I  hope  will 

'  All  my  iervants  *  proceeded  all  my 

fion,  and  I'll  for-  '  never  be)    may  I 

*  mall   be    yours  ;  '  littleabortive  arti- 

give     all     that's  '  reft   my  principal 

*  and     you     mall  <  fices      to     efcape 

paft.1                     *  good  in  inch  vain 

*  choofe    any    two  *  from  the  confine- 

'  trinkets,  and  def- 

'  perfons  to  attend  *  ment  you  have  put 

*  pife  for  them  the 

*  yourielf,     either  *  me  in  5    although 

'  more    folid  orna- 

*  male  or  female,  *  you  proniifed    to 

'  ments-  of  a  good 

'  without  any  con-  *   be   honourable  to 

'  fame,  and  a  chaf- 

*  troul   of    mine;  *  me.  Your  honour, 

'  tity  inviolate. 

*  and  if  your  con-  *   well      I      know, 

*  duel  be  fuch,  that  *  would  not  let  you 

*  Give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir,  in  ar.fwer 

*  I  have  realbn  to  '  ftoop  to  Ib  mean 

to  whac  you  hint,  that  you  may  in  a 

*  be  fatisfied  with  e  and  ib  unworthy  a 

twelvemonth's  time  marry  me,  on  the 

'  it,    I    know   not  '    flave,  as  the  poor 

continuance  of  my  good  behaviour; 

'  (but  will  not  en-  f  Pamela:  all  I  de- 

that  this  weighs  leis  with  me,  if  poffi- 

*  ga-ge    for    this,)  '  lire  is,  to  be  per- 

ble,  than  any  -thing  elfe  you  have  faid  : 

*  that  T  may,  after  a  '   mitted  to  return  to 

for,  in  the  firft  place,  there  is  an  end  of 

'  twelvemonth'sco-  <   mv  native  mean- 

all  merit,  and  all  good  behaviour,  on 

*    habitation,  mar-  *  nefs     unviolated. 

my  fide,  if  I  have  nonv  any,  the  mo- 

* ry  vou  ;  for  if  my  '    What  have  Idone, 

ment  I  confent  to  your  propoials:  and 

*  love  increafes  for  *   Sir,  to  deferve   it 

I  mould  be  fo  far  from  expe  fling  fuch 

*  you,    as    it    has  *  mould   be   other- 

an  honour,  that  I  will  pronounce,  that 

*  done    for    many  c  wife?  For  the  ob- 

I   mould   be   moft    unnvortky  of  it. 

*  months    part,"  it  '   taining    of    this, 

What,  Sir,  would  the  world  fay,  were 

*  wiilbttimpoilible  <  though    I    would 

you  to  marry  your  harlot  ?  —  That  a 

*  for  m&  to    deny  '  not  have  marrfd 

gentleman  of  your  rank  in  life  fliould 

*  vou  any  thing.      i  your  chaplain,  yet 

ftoop,  not  only  to  the  bafe-born  Pa- 

* would  I  have  run 

mela,  but  to  a  bafe-born  proftitute  ?  — 

1  And  now,  Pa-  '  anuay  with  your 

Little,  Sir,  as  I  know  of  the  world,  I 

*  mela,       conilder  *  meaneft    fervant, 

am  not  to  be  caught  by  a  bait  fo  poor- 

* well,  it  is.  in  your  *   if  I  had  thought 

ly  covered  as  this  ! 

*  power   to  oblige  '   I  could  have  got 

'  Yet,  after  all,  dreadful  is  the  thought, 

'  me  on  fuch  terms  *  fare  to  my  beloved 

that  I,  a  poor,  weak,  friendlefs,  un- 

' a*     will      make  *  poverty.     I  heard 

happy  creature,  am  too  fully  in"  your 

*  yourielf,  and  all  '<  you  once  fay,  Sir, 

power  !     But  permit  me,  Sir,  to  pray, 

*  your  friends,  hap-  *  that      a      certain 

as  I  now  write,  on  my  bended  knees, 

*  pys  but  this  will  '  great  commander, 

that  before  you  refolve  upon  my  ruin, 

'  be  over  this  very  <  who    could     live 

you  will  weigh  well  the  matter.     Hi- 

' day,  irrevocably  •<  upon  lentils,might 

therto,    Sir,  though  you  have  taken 

*  over;    and    you  *  well     refufe     the 

large  ftrides  to  this  crying  fin,  yet  are 

*  mall  find  all  you  •«  bribes  of  thegreat- 

you  on  this  fide  the  commifiion  of  it. 

'  would  be  thought  *  eft  monarch:  and 

—  When  once  it  is  done,  nothing  can 

*  to  fear,  without  *  I  hope,  as  I  can 

recal  it  !     And  Where  will  be  your  tri- 

' the  leaft   benefit*  contentedly  live  at 

umph  ?•  "     -What  glory  will  the  fpoils 

*  ariling  from  it  to  *  the  meaneft  rate, 

of  fuch  a  weak  enemy  yield  you  ?     Let 

*  yourfelf  .                *  and  think  not  my- 

me  but  enjoy  my  poverty  with  ho- 

*  And  I  beg  you  '  felf  above  the  low  - 

nefty,  is    all  my  prayer;  and   I  will 

'  will   well  weigh  '  eft  condition,  that 
*  the  matter,   and  *  I  am  a-lfo  above 

blefs  you,  and  pray  for  you,  every  mo- 
ment of  my  life  \     Think,  O  think  ! 

«  before 
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before  it  is  yet  too  late,  what  ftings, 
what  remorfe,  will  attend  your  dying 
hour,  when  you  come  to  refleft,  that 
you  have  ruined,  perhaps  ibul  and 
body,  a  wretched  creature,  whole  only 
pride  was  her  virtue!  And  how 
pieafed  you  will  be,  on  the  contrary, 
if  in  that  tremsudous  moment  you 
fnall  be  able  to  acquit  yourfelf  of  this 
foul  crime,  and  to  plead  in  your  own 
behalf,  that  you  fuffered  the  earned 
fupplications  of  an  unhappy  wretch  to 
prevail  with  you  to  be  innocent  your- 
felf, and  let  her  remain  fo! — May 
God  Almighty,  whole  mercy  fo  lately 
faved  you  from  the  peril  of  perilling 
in  deep  waters  (on  which  I  hope  you 
will  give  me  caufe  to  congratulate 
you!)  touch  your  heart  in  my  favour, 
and  favejoa  from  this/zw,  and  me  from 
this  ruin'. — And  to  Him  do  I  commit 
my  caufe;  and  to  Him  will  I  give  the 
glory,  and  night  and  day  pray  for 
you,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  efcape 
this  great  evil !  Tour  poor  opprejj'ed, 
broken  -fpiritedfervantC 

I  took  a  copy  of  this  for  your  perufal, 
my  dear  parents,  if  I  fliall  ever  be  fo 
happy  to  fee  you  again,  (for  I  hope  my 
condu6l  will  be  approved  of  by  you ;) 
and  at  night,  when  Sir  Simon  was  gone, 
he  fent  for  me  down.  *  Well/  faid  he, 

*  have  you  conlidered  my  proposals  ?'•— 
'  Yes,  Sir,' faid  I,«  I  have;  and  there  is 
'  my  anfwer:   but  pray  let  me  not  fee 
'  you  read  it." — '  Is  it  your  baflifulnefs/ 
faid  he,  *  or  your  obitinacy,  that  makes 

*  you  not  chufe  I  Ihould  read  it  before 

*  you?1 

I  offered  to  go  away;  and  he  faid — 
'  Don't  run  from  me;  I  won't  read  it  till 

*  you  are  gone.     But/  faid  he, « tell  me, 
1  Pamela,  whether  you  comply  with  my 

*  propoials,  or  not  ?' — <  Sir/  faid  I, '  you 
^  will  fee  prefently;pray  don't  hold  me;' 
for  he  took  my  hand.     Said  he-— {  Did 

*  you  well  confider,  before  you  anfwer- 
«  ed?'-~ «  I  did,  Sir/  faid  I.     «  If  it  be 
'  not  what  you  think  will  pleafe  me/ 
faid  lie,   '  dear  girl,  take  it  back  again, 

*  and  reconfider  it;  for  if  I  have  this  as 

*  your  abfolute  anfwer,  and  I  don't  like 

*  it,  you  are  undone;  for  I  will  not  lue 

*  meanly  where  I  can  command.  I  fear/ 
faid  he,  « it  is  not  what  I  like,  by  your 
*. manner:  and   let  me  tell  you,  that  I 

*  cannot  bear  denial.     If  the  terms  I 
'  have  offered  are   riot  fufficient,  I  will 

-  v  to  two-thirds  of  mv 


*  eftate;  for/  faid  he,andf%vore  a  dread- 
ful oath,   {  I  cannot  live  without  you: 

*  and,   fmce  the  thing  is  gone  fo  far,  I 
1  will  notT     And  fo  he  clafped  me  in 
his  arms,   in  fuch  a  manner  as  quite 
frighted  me;  and  killed  roe  two  or  three 
times. 

I  got  from  him,  and  run  up  flairs,  and 
went  to  the  clofet,  and  was  quite  unealy 
and  fearful. 

In  an  hour's  time  he  called  Mrs. 
Jtwkes  down  to  him !  And  I  heard  him 
very  high  in  paffion :  and  all  about  poor 
me !  And  I  heard  her  fay,  it  was  his 
own  fault ;  there  would  be  an  end  of  all 
my  complaining  and  perverftnefs,  if  he 
was  once  1'efolved ;  and  other  rnoft  impu- 
dent aggravation? .  I  am  refolved  not  to 
go  to-bed  mis  night,  if  I  can  help  it !— - • 
Lie  ftillj  lie  ftill,  my  poor  fluttering  heart  I 
—What  will  become  of  me ! 


ALMOST  TWELVE  O'CLOCK,  SATUR- 
DAY NIGHT. 

HE  lent  Mrs.  Jewkes,  about  ten 
o'clock,  to  tell  me  to  come  to  him. 
1  Where  ?'  faid  I .  <  I'll  fliew  you/  faid 
me.  I  went  down  three  or  four  fteps, 
and  faw  her  making  to  his  chamber,  the 
door  of  which  was  open:  fo  I  faid — '  I 

*  cannot  go  there !' — *  Don't  be  fool i in/ 
faid  me;   '  but  come;  r-o  harm  will  be 

'  done  to  you.' — <  Well/  faid  I,  «  if  I    ' 

*  die,  I  cannot  go  there.'     I  heurd  him 
fay — '  Let  her  come,  or  it  mall  be  worfe 

*  for  her.     I  can't  bear/  faid  he,  *  to 

<  fpeak  to  her  myfelf !'— «  Well/  faid  I, 
f  I  cannot  come,  indeed  I  cannot/  and  fo 
I  went  up  again  into  my  clofet,  expccl- 
ing  to  be  fetched  by  force. 

But  me  came  up  foon  after,  and  bid 
me  make  hafte  to-bed:  faid  I — '  I  will 
'  not  go  to-becl  this  night,  that's  cer- 

<  tain!' — c  Then/  faid  "(he,  <  you  mail 

*  \)&made  to  come  to-bed;  and  Nan  and 

*  I  will  undrefs  you/     I  knew  neither 
prayers  nor  tears  would  movethis  wicked 
woman:  fo  I  faid — '  I  am'fure  you  will 

*  let  my  maftcr  in,  and  I  (hall  be  un- 

*  done!' — *  Mighty  piece  of  undone/ 
fue  faid  :  but  he  was  too  much  exafpe- 
rated  again  ft  me,  to  be  fo  familiar  wivh 
me,  fne  would  aiTure  me !     *  Aye/  faid 
me,  '  you'll  be  difpofed  of  another  way 

*  foon,  I  can  tell  you  for  your  comfort: 

*  and  I  hope  your  hujbavd \vi\l  have  your 

*  obedience,  though  nobody  elfecnn  have 

<  it/—'  Nohufband  in  the  world/ laid  I, 

«  fhali 
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'  fhall  make  me  do  an  unjuft  or  bafe 
'  thing/  She  faid,  that  would  be  icon 
tried;  and  Nan  coming  in — *  WhatT 
faid  I,  *  am  I  to  have  t<wo  bedfellows 

*  again,  thefe  warm  nights?' — *  Yes,' 
faid  (he,  «  flippery-one,  you  are,  till  you 
'  can  have  one  good  one  initead  of  us.' 
Said  I — '  Mrs.  Jewkes,  don't  talk  naf- 
'  tily  to  me.     I  fee  you  are  beginning 

*  again;  and  I  fhxll  affront  you  may-be; 
'  for  next  to  bad  actions,  are  bad  words; 
'  for  they  could  not  be  fpoken,  if  they 

*  were  not  in  the  heart/ — '  Come  to- 
'  bed,  Purity!1  faid  (he.     *  You  are  a 
'  nonfuch,  I  fuppofe.'— - f  Indeed,'  faid 
I,  *  I  can't  come  to-bed;  and  it  will  do 

*  you  no  harm  to  let  me  ftay  all  night 

*  in  the  great  chair.1 — «  Nan,'  faid  me, 
'  undrefs  my  young  lady.     If  fhe  won't 
4  let  you,  I'll  help  you;  and,  if  neither 

*  of  us  can  do  it  quietly,  we'll  call  my 

*  mafter  to  do  it  for  us;  though,'  laid 
Jhe,  '  I  think  it  an  office  worthier  of 

*  Monfieur  Colbrand  !" — 'You  are  very 
«  wicked/  faid  I.     <  I  know  it,'  faid  fhe ; 

*  I  am  a  Jezebel,  and  a  London  p'rofti- 

*  tute,  you  know.1 — '  You   did  great 

*  feats,'  laid  I,  *  to  tell  my  mafter  all  this 
'   poor  ftuff ;  but  you  did  not  tell  him 

*  how  you  beat  me." — '  No,  Lambkin,' 
faid  fhe,  (a  word  I  had  not  heard  a  good 
while)  *  that  I  left  for  you  to  tell;  and 

*  you  was  going  to  do  it,  if  the  '-vulture 
«  had  not  taken  the  ovo//''s  part,  and  bid 
'  the  pour  innocent  lamb  be  lilent!1— • 

*  Aye,'  faid  I ,'  no  matter  for  your  fleers, 
«  Mrs.  Jewkes;  though  I  can  have  nei- 
'  ther  jultice  nor  mercy  here,  and  can- 

*  not  be  heard  in  my  defence,  yet  a  time 
'  will  come,  may-be,  when  I  foall  be 
'  heard,  and  when  your  own  guilt  will 
'  ftrike  you  dumb!'  —  4  Aye,  fpirit!' 
laid  fhe,  *  and  the  vulture  too !  Muit  we 
'  both   be  dumb  ?     Why  that,  lamb- 

*  kin,  will  be  pretty! — Then,1  laid  the 
wicked  one, '  you'll  have  all  the  talk  to 

*  yourfelf. — Then  how  will  the  tongue 
'  of  the  pretty  lambkin  bleat  out  inno- 

*  fence ,  and  virtue,  and  honefty,  till  the 

*  whole  trial  be  at  an  end!1 — «  You're 

*  A  wicked  woman,  that's  certain,'  faid 
I;  «  and  if  you  thought  any- thing  of 
'  another  world,  could  not  talk  thus* 

*  But  no  wonder !— It   ihews  what 

*  hands   I'm  got  into!' — '  Aye,   fo  it 

*  does,'  faid  file;  *  but  I  beg  you'll  un- 
'  clrefs,  and  come  to-bed,  or  I  believe 

*  your  innocence  won't  keep  you  from 
1  jlill  worfe  hands.1 — :I  will 'come  to- 

*  be  V  fc>4  I>  ( if  jou  will  let  me  have 


«  the  keys  in  my  own  hand;  not  elfe,  if  I 
<  can  help  it.'—'  Yes,'  faid  fhe,  « and 

*  then,  hey  for  another  contrivance,  ano- 
'  ther  efcape!' — *  No,  no,'  faid  I,  «  all 
'  my  contrivances  are  over,  I'll  affure 

*  you!     Pray  let  me  have  the  keys,  and 

*  I  will  come  to-bed.'    She  came  to  me, 
and  took  me  in  her  huge  arms,  as  if  I 
was  a  feather.     Said  fhe' — '  I  do  this  to 
'  mew  you  what  a  poor  refinance  you 

*  can  makeagainftme,  if  I  pleafe  to  exert 

*  myfelf ;  and  fo,  lambkin,  don't  fay  to 
'  your  wolf — ' '  I  wont  come  to  bed  f" — 
And  fetme  down,  and  tapped  me  on  the 
neck:  *  Ah!'  faid  fhe,  <  thou  art  a  pret- 
'  ty  creature,  it's  true;  but  fo  obftinatel 
'  fo  full  of  fpirit !  if  thy  ftrengthwas  but 
'  anfwerable  to  that,  thou  would'ft  rim 

*  away  with  us  all,  and  this  great  houfe 
'  too,  on  thy  back! — But  undrefs,  un- 
'  drefs,  I  tell  you.' 

<  Well,'  faid  I,  '  I  fee  my  misfor- 
'  tunes  make  you  very  merry,  and  very 
'  witty  too :  but  I  will  love  you,. if  you 

*  will  humour  me  with  the  keys  of  the 
c  chamber-doors.' — '  Areyoufure  you 

*  will  love  me  ?'  faid  fhe :   *  now  fpeak 
'  yourconfcience!' — *  Why,'faidl, '  you 
4  muft  not  put  it  fo  clofe;  neither  would 
'  you,  if  you  thought  you  had  not  given 

*  reafon  to  doubt  it ! — But  I  will  love 
'  you  as  well  as  I  can ! — I  would  not 
4  tell  a  wilful  lye:  and  if  I  did,  you  would 
1  not  believe  me,  after  your  hard  ufage 
«  of  me/— «  Well,'  faid  fhe,  <  that's  all 

*  fair,  I  own! — But,  Nan,  pray  pull  off 

*  my  young  lady's  flioes  andftockings/ 
— '  No,  pray  don't,'  faid  I;  <  I  will  come 

*  to-bed preiently,  fhice  I  muft/ 

And  fo  I  went  to  the  clofet,  and  fcrib- 
bled  a  little  about  this  idle  chit-chat. 
And  fhe  being  importunate,  I  was  forced 
to  go  to-bed;  but  with  fomeof  my  cloaths 
on,  as  the  former  night ;  and  fhe  let  me 
hold  the  two  keys;  for  there  are  two 
locks,  there  being  a  double  door;  and  fo> 
I  got  a  little  fleep  that  night,  having  had 
none  for  two  or  three  nights  before. 

I  can't  imagine  what  Ihe  means;  but 
Nan  offered  to  talk  a  little  once  or  twice, 
and  fhe  fnubbed  her,  and  faid — *  I  charge 

*  you,  wench,  don't  open  your  lips  be- 

*  fore  me:  and  if  you  are  afked  any 

*  queftions  by  Mrs.  Pamela,  don't  an- 

*  fwer  her  one  word,  while  I  am  here!' 
But  fhe  is  a  lordly  woman  to  the  maid- 
fervants;  and  that  has  always  been  her 
character;  O  how  unlike  good  Mrs  Jer- 
vis  in  every  thing ! 

SUNDAY 
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SUNDAY  MORNING, 


A  Thought  came  into  my  head;   I 
meant  no  harm;  but  it  was  a  little 
bold.     For,  feeing  my  mailer  dreffing  to 
cro  to  church,  and  his  chariot  getting  rea- 
dy, I  went  to  my  clofet,  and  I  writ— 


he  prayers  of  this  congregation  are 
earneftly  dejiredfor  a  gentleman  of 
great  'worth  and  honour^  who  la- 
bours under  a  temptation  to  exert 
his  great  power  to  ruin  a  poor,  dif- 
tre/ed,  wortblefs  maiden. 


And  alfo, 

«  The  prayers  of  this  congregation  are 
<  earnejlly  defired,  by  a  poor  dijlreffed 
'  creature,  for  the  prefervation  oj  her 
*  virtue  and  innocence . ' 

Mrs.  Jewkes  came  up:  '  Alwayswrit- 
'  ing!'  laid  fhe;  and  would  fee  it:  and 
ilraight,  all  that  ever  I  could  lay,  car- 
ried It  down  to  my  mafter.  He  looked 
upon  it,  and  faid— <  Tell  her  fhe  lhall 
*  foon  fee  how  her  prayers  are  anfwered. 
'  She  is  very  bold:  but  as  fhe  has  rejecl- 
'  ed  all  my  favours,  her  reckoning  for 
1  all  is  not  far  off.'  I  looked  after  him 
out  of  the  window ;  and  he  was  charm- 
ingly dreffed :  to  be  fure,  he  is  a  hand- 
Tome,  fine  gentleman! — What  pity  his 
heart  is  not  as  good  as  his  appearance ! 
Why  can't  I  hate  him  ? — But  don't  be 
uneafy,  if  you  mould  fee  this ;  for  it  is 
impoftible  I  mould  love  him;  for  his  vices 
all  ugly  him  (rver,  as  I  may  fay. 

My  mafter  fends  word,  that  he  /hall 
not  come  home  to  dinner :  I  fuppofe  he 
dines  with  this  Sir  Simon  Darnford.  I 
am  much  concerned  for  poor  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. Mrs.  Jewkes  fays  he  is  confined 
ftill,  and  takes  on  much.  All  his  trou- 
ble is  brought  upon  him  for  my  fake: 
this  grieves  me  much.  My  mafter,  it 
feems,  will  have  his  money  from  him : 
this  is  very  hard;  for  it  is  three  fifty 
pounds,  he  gave  him,  as  he  thought,  as 
a  faiary  for  three  years  that  he  has  been 
with  him :  but  there  was  no  agreement 
between  them ;  and  he  abfolutely  de- 
pended on  my  matter's  favour.  To  be 
fure,  it  was  the  more  generous  of  him  to 
run  thefe  rifques  for  the  fake  of  oppreffed 
innocence :  and  I  hope  he  will  meet  with 
his  reward  in  due  time.  Alas  for  me! 
I  dare  not  plead  fgrhimj  that  would 


raife  my  opprcflbr's  jealoufy  more.  An4 
I  have  not  intereit  to  lave  myielt'i 


SUNDAY  EVENING. 

MRS.  Jewkes  has  received  a  line 
from  my  mafter;  I  wonder  what 
it  is,  for  his  chariot  is  come  home  with- 
out him.  But  me  will  tell  me  nothing; 
fo  it  is  in  vain  to  aik  her,  I  am  fo  fear- 
ful of  plots  and  tricks,  I  know  not  what 
to  do! — Every  thing  I  fuibecl;  for  now 
my  difgrace  is  avowed,  what  can  I  think! 
To  be  fure,  the  worft  will  be  attempted. 
I  can  only  pour  out  my  foul  in  prayer  to 
God,  for  his  bleffed  protection.  But,  if 
I  muft  fufter,  let  me  not  be  long  a  mourn  - 
ful  furvivor! — Only  let  me  not  fliorten 

my  own  time  fmfully! 

This  woman  left  upon  the  table,  in 
the  chamber,  this  letter  of  my  mailers 
to  her:  and  I  bolted  myfelf  in  till  I  had 
tranfcrihed  it;  you'll  fee  how  trembling- 
ly, by  the  lines.  I  wifh'poor  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's  releafc  at  ajiy  rate;  but  this  letter 
makes  my  heart  ake.  Yet  I  have  ano- 
ther day's  reprieve,  thank  God! 

'MRS.  JEWKES, 

'  T  Have  been  fo  prefled  on  Williams'* 
A  *  affair,  that  I  mail  let  out  this  af- 
ternoon, in  Sir  Simon's  chariot,  and 
with  Parfon  Peters,  who  is  his  inter- 
ceflbr,  for  Stamford;  and  fhall  not  be 
back  till  to-morrow  evening,  if  then. 
As  to  your  ward,  I  am  thoroughly  in- 
cenfed  againft  her :  me  has  wlthliood 
her  time;  and  now,  would  flie  lign  and 
leal  to  my  articles,  it  is  too  late.  I 
fhall  difcover  fomething,  perhaps,  by 
him;  and  will,  on  my  return,  let  her 
know,  that  all  her  enfnaring  loveline.f  s 
fhall  not  fave  her  from  the  fate  that 
awaits  her.  But  let  her  know  nothing 
of  this,  left  it  put  her  fruitful  mind 
upon  plots  and  artifices.  Be  fure  trull 
her  not  without  another  with  you  at 
night,  left  >he  venture  the  window  in 
her  foolifh  rafiinefs  :  for  I  fhall  require 
her  at  your  hands.  Tours,  &c.' 

I  had  but  juft  finished  taking  a  copy 
of  this,  and  laid  the  letter  where •!  had  it, 
and  unbolted  the  door,  when  fhe  came 
up  in  a  great  fright,  for  fear  I  mould 
have  feeri  it;  but  I  being  in  my  clofet, 
and  that  lying  as  fhe  left  it,  fhe  did  not 
miftruft,  O,'  faid  fhe,  <I  was  afraid 


122 


PAMELA. 


«  'you  hnd  Teen  my  matter's  letter  here, 
'  which  I  carelefsly  left  on  the  table.' — 
«  I  wim,'  faidl,  *  I  had  known  that.' — 

<  Why  lure,1  laid  (he,  '  if  you  had,  you 

*  would  npth,ave  offered  to  r-ead  my  let- 

<  ters !'— '  Indeed,'  faid  I, '  I  fhoujd,  at 

*  this  time,  if  it  had  been  in  my  way.< — 
«  Do  let  me  fee  it,%-c  Well,1  faid  me, 

*  I  wifli  poor  Mr.  Williams  well  off:  I 

*  understand  my  mailer  is  gone  to  make 
'  up  matters  with  him ;  which  is  very 

*  good.     To  be  lure,'  added  me,  *  he  is 
f  a  very  good  gentleman,  and  very  for- 

*  givingP— '•  Why,'  faid  I,  as  if  I  had 
known  nothing  of  the  matter, '  how  can 

*  he  make  up  matters  with  him  ?     Is  not 

<  Mr.  Williams  at  Stamford?' — '  Yes,' 
faid  me,  *  I  believe  fpj  but  Parfon  Peters 

*  pleads  for  him,  and  he  is  gone  with  him 

*  to  Stamford,  and  will   not  be  bacfc 
f  to-night :  fo,  we  have  nothing  to  do, 

*  but  to  eat  our  fuppers  betimes,  and 

*  go,  to  bed.' — '  Aye,  that's  pure,'  faid 
1} '  and  I  mall  have  good  reft  this  night, 

*  I  hope.'— r-*  So,'  faid  /he,  '  you  might 

*  every  night,  but  for  your  own  idle 

*  fears.  You  are  afraid  of  your  friends, 

*  when  none  are  near   you.' — '  Aye, 
«  that's  true/  faid  I  j  *.  for  I  have  not  one 

*  near  me.' 

So  have  I  one  more  good  honeft  night 
before  me:  what  the  next  may  be,  J 
know  not  5  and  fo  I'll  try  to  take  in  a 
rood  deal  of  fleep,  while  I  can  be  a  little 
eafy.  Therefore  here  I  fay — «  Goo4 
*.  night,  my  dear  parents ;'  for  I  have  no 
more  to  write  about  this  night:  and 
though  his  letter  fhocks  me,  yet  I  will 
be  as  briik  as  I  can,  that  me  mayn't 
fujpeft  I  have  feen  it. 


TUESDAY    NIGHT. 

FO R  the  future,  I  will  always  rmfr 
truft  molt,  when  appearances  look 
taireft.  O  your  poor  daughter!  what 
has  me  not  fuffered  fmce  what  I  wrote  on 
Sunday  night !— -My  word  trial,  and  my 
fearfnlkft  danger!  O  how  I  fhuddcr 
to  \vrite  you  an  account  of  this  wicked 
interval  of  time !  For,  my  dear  parents, 
will  you  not  be  top  much  frightened  and 
affecled  with  my  diurefs,  when  I  tell  you, 
that  his  journey  to  Stamford  was  all 
abominable  ptetence  I  for  he  came  home 
privately,  and  had  well  nigh  effected  all 
}iis  vile  purpofes,  and  the  ruin  of  your 
jjpor  daughter}  and  that  by  fuch  a  plot 


as  I  was  not  in  the  leaft  apprehenfiveofi 
and  oh !  what  a  vile  and  unwomanly  part 
that  wicked  wretch,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  afted 
in  it! 

I  left  off  with  letting  you  know  how 
much  I  was  pleafed  that  I  had  one 
night's  reprieve  added  to  my  honefty. 
But  I  had  lefs  occafion  to  rejoice  than 
ever,  as  you  wilr  judge,  by  what  I  have 
faid  already.  Take,  then',  the  dreadful 
ftory,  as  well  as  I  can  relate  it. 

The  maid  Nan  is  a,  little  apt  to  drink, 
if  (lie  can  get  at  liquor;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes 
happened,  or  deiigned,  as  is  too  proba-- 
ble,  to  leave  a  bottle  of  cherry-brandy  in 
her  way,  and  the  wench  drank  fome  of  it 
more  than  fhe  mould;  and  when  fne  came 
in  to  lay  the  cloth,  Mrs.  Jewkes  perceived 
it,  and  fell  a  rating  at  her  mod  fadly;  for 
fhe  has  too  many  faults  of  her  own,  to 
fuffer  any  of  the  like  fort  in  any-body 
elfe,  if  fhe  can  help  it:;  and  fhe  bid  her  get 
out  qf  her  fight,  when  we  had  fupped. 
and  go  to-bed,  to  fleep  off  her  liquor, 
before  we  came  to-bed.  And  fo  the  poor 
maid  went  muttering  up  flairs. 

About  two  hours  after,  which  was 
near  eleven  o'clock,  Mrs.  Jewkes  and  I 
went  up  to  go  to  bed ;  I  pleafmg  myfelf 
with  what  a  charming  night  I  mould 
have.  We  locked  both  doors,  and  faw 
poor  Nan,  as  I  thought  (but,  Oh  !  it  wa§ 
my  abominable  mafter,  as  you  mail  hear 
by  and  by)  fitting-  faft  allcep,  in  an  el- 
bow chair,  in  a  dark  corner  of  the  room, 
with  her  apron  thro\yn  over  her  head  and 
ne^jk.  And  Mrs.  Jewkes  faid — '  There. 

*  is  that  beaft  of  a  wench  faft  afleep,  inr 
'  ftead  of  being  a-bed  !   I  knew,'  faid 
fhe,  *  flie  had  taken  a  fine  dofe.'— <  I'll 

*  wake  her,'  faid  I.     *  No  don't,'  faid 
fhe ;  '  let  her  fleep  on  ;  we  fhall  lie  better 
«  without  her.' — '  Ay,'  faid  I,  *  fo  we 

*  mail ;  but  won't  fhe  get  cold  ?' 

Said  fhe,  '  I  hope  you  have  no  writ-. 
'  ing  to-riight.' — *  No,'  replied  I,  '  I 

*  will  go  to-bed  with  you,  Mrs.  Jewkes.1 
Said  fhe,  *  I -wonder  what  you  can  find 
'  to  write  about  fo  much  !  and  am  fure 
'  you  have  better  conveniences  of  that 
'  kind,  and  more  paper  than  I  am  aware 

•'  of}  and  I  had  intended  to  rummage 
'  you,  if  my  matter  had  not  come  down  j 
'  iror  I  fpied  a  broken  tea-cup  with  ink, 
f  which,  gave  me  fufpicion  ;  but  as  he 

*  is  come,  let  him  look  after  you,  if  he 
'  will ;  and  if  you  deceive  him,  it  wilj 

*  be  his  own  fault.' 

All  this  time  we  were  undrefling  ourr 

felves.     And  I    fetched   a  deep'nghj 

'  What; 
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What  do*  you  figh  for?1  faid  (he.  *  I 
am  f.hin!:in^,  Mrs.  Jewke /aniwered 
,   4  what  a  lad  life  I  live,  and  how  hard 
is  my  lot.     I  am  lure,  the  thief  that 
has  robbed  is  much  better  off  than  I, 
'bating  the   ..;ui!t }    and   I  fhoukl,    I 
think,  take  it  for  a  mercy  to  be  hang- 
ed out  of  ••;•<::  way,  rather  than  live  in 
thefe  cruel  apprehenfiohs.'     So,  being 
not  .fleepy,  and  in  a  prattling  vein,   I 
began  to 'give  a  little  hiilory  of  rnylelf, 
as  I  did,  once  before,  to  Mr.  Jervis  ;  in 
this  manner  : 

4  Here,'  laid  I,  '  were  my  poor  ho- 

*  neft  parents ;  they  took  cure  to  mail 

*  good  principles  into  my  mind,  till  I 
4  was  almoft  twelve  years  of  age  ;   and 

*  taught  me  to  pi  efer  goodnefs  and  po- 

*  verty  to  the  higheft  condition  of  life ; 

*  and  they    confirmed  their   lelions  by 

*  their  own  practice ;  for  they  were  of 

*  late  years  remarkably  poor,  and  al- 
4  ways  as  remarkably  honeft,  even  to  a 

*  proverb  :  for,  As  boneft  as  Gwdnian 
(  ANDREWS,  was  a  bye- word. 

4  Well,  then,'  laid  I,  *  comes  my 
«  late  dear  good  lady,  and  takes  ,a  fancy 
4  to  me,  and  faid,  me  would  be  the 
«  making  of  me,  if  I  was  a  good  girl ; 

*  and  fl;e  put  me  to  fmg,  to  dance,  to 

*  play  on  the  fpinnet,  in  order  to  divert 

*  her    melancholy     hours ;      and    alfo 

*  taught  me  all  manner  of  fine  needle- 

*  work  ;  but  ftill  this  was  her  leflbn — 
ft  My  good  Pamela,  be  virtuous •,    and 
* (  keep  the  men  at  a  dijlance  : ' '  Well ,  fo  I 
'  was,  I  hope,  and  fo  I  did ;  and  yet, 
4  though  I  lay  it,  they  all  loved  me,  and 
4  refpecied  me  j  and  would  do  any  thing 

*  for  me,  as  if  I  was  a  gentlewoman, 

4  But,  then,  what  comes  next  ? — 
1  Why,  it  pleated  God  to  take  my 

*  good  lady  ;  and  then  comes  my  maftei : 

*  and  what  fays  he  ? — Why,  in  effect, 
4  it  is— f44  Be  not  ttjrtUQKS,  Pamela." 

4  So  here  I  have  lived  about  fixteen 
4  years  in  virtue  and  reputation ;  and 

*  all  at  once,    when  I  come  to  know 
4  what  is  good,  and  what  is  evil,  I  muft 
4  renounce  all  the  good,  all  the  whole 

*  fixteen  years  innocence,  which,  next 
4  to  God's  grace,  I  owed  chiefly  to  my 

*  parents,  and  my  lady's  good  lelfons 
'  and  examples,  and  choole  the  evil ; 
4  and  fo,  in  a  moment's  time,  become 
4  the  vileft  of  creatures!   And  all  this, 

*  for  what,  I  pray  ?  Why,  truly,  for  a 
4  pair  of  diamond  ear-rings,  a  necklace, 
4  and  a  diamond-ring  for  my  finger ; 
f  which  y/ould  not  become  me  :  for  a 


'  few  paltry  fine  deaths,  which,  whea 

*  I  wore  them,  would  make  but  my  for- 
f  mer  poverty  more  ridiculous  to  every 

*  body  that  law  me;   especially  when 

*  they  knew  the  bafe  terms  I  wore  them 

*  upon.     But,  indeed,  I  was  to  have  a 

*  great  parcel  of  guineas  be  fide;  I  for- 

*  get   how  many ;  for,  had  there  beoa 
4  ten  times  more,  they  would  have  bcea 
4  not  Ib  much  to  me,  as  the  hoiieft  fix 

*  guineas  you  tricked  m'f  out  of,  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes, 

4  Well,  forfooth  !  but  then  I  was  to 
4  have  I  know  not  how  many  pounds  a 
4  year  for  my  life  ;  and  my  peer  father 

*  (there  was  the  jeft  of  it!)  was  to  be 
1  the  manager  for  the  abandoned  prof- 

*  titute  his  daughter  :  and  then   (there 
'  was  the  jeft  again!)  my  kind  forgiv- 
(  ing,  virtuous  mafter,    would  pardon 

*  me  all  my  mil'deeds  ! 

1  Yes,  thank  him  for  nothing,  truly. 

*  And  v/hat,  pray,  are  all  theie  violent 

*  milcleeds  ? — Why,  they  are  for  daring 

*  to  adhere  to  the  good  leffons  that  were 
4  taught  me  ;   and  not  learning  a  new 

*  one,  that  would  have  rcveried  all  my 
4  former  :     for   not    being     contented 
c  when  I  was  run  away  with,  in  order 

*  to  be  ruined ;  but  contriving,  if  my 

*  poor  wits  had  been  able,  to  get  out  of 
4  danger,  and  preterve  mylelf  honeft. 

1  Then  was  he  once  jealous  of  poor 
'  John,  though  he  knew  John  was  hi« 

*  own  creature,  and  helped  to  deceive 

*  me. 

*  Then   was  he  outrageous  againft 
'  poor  parfon  Williams  !  and  him  has 

*  this  good,    merciful  mafter,    thrown 

*  into  gaol  3  and  for  what  ?  Why,  truly, 

*  for  that,  being  a  divine,  and  a  good 
f  man,  he  had  the  fear  of  God  before 

*  his  eyes,  and  was  willing  to  forego  all 
c  his  expectations  of  intereft,  and  aliili 

*  an  onprefiecl  poor  creature. 

'  But,  to  be  lure,  I  muft  be  forward, 
'  bold,  fancy,  and  what  not  ?  to  dare 
'  to  run  away  from  certain  ruin,  and  to 
4  ftrive  to  efcape  from  an  unjuft  confine- 
'  ment ;  and  I  muft  be  married  to  the 

*  parfcn,  nothing  fo  lure  ! 

*  He  would  have  had  but  a  poor  catch 
'  of  me,  had  I  confented  ;  but  he,  and 

*  you  too,  know  I  did  not  want  to  marry 

*  any -body.    I  only  wanted  to  go  to  my 

*  poor  parents,  and  to  have  my  own  li- 

*  berty,  and  not  to  be  confined  by  fucli 
4  an    Unlawful    reftraint  j    and    which 
4  would  not  have  been  infiicled  upon 
4  me?  but  only  that  I  am  a  poor,  defti- 

4  tute, 
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*  tute,  young  body,  and  have  no  friend 

*  that  is  able  to  right  me. 

'  So,    Mrs.  Jewkes,'    faid  I,  '  here 

*  is  ray  hiltory  in  brief.     Arid  I  am  a 

*  very  unhappy  young  creature,  to  be 

*  fure  !  And  why  am  I  fo  ?  Why  be- 
'  caufe  my  mailer  fees  tbmething  in  my 

*  perfon  that  takes  his  prefent  fancy  j 

*  and  becaufe  I  would  not  be  undone. 

*  Why,  therefore  to  choofe,  I  muft,  and 

*  I  fhail  be  undone'.  And  this  is  all  the 
'  reafon  that  can  be  given  1' 

She  heard  me  run  on  all  this  time, 
while  I  was  undrerling,  without  any  in- 
terruption ;  and  I  faid,  '  Well,  I  muft 
'  go  to  the  two  clofets,  ever  fmce  an 
'  affair  of  the  clofet  at  the  other  houfe, 
'  though  he  is  fo  far  off.  And  I  have 

*  a  good  mind  to  wake  this  poor  maid.' 
— *  No,  don't,'  faid  fhe,  *  I  charge  you. 

*  I  am  very  angry  with  her,  and  fhe'll 

*  get  no  harm  there ;  and  if  fhe  wakes, 

*  me  may  come  to-bed  well   enough, 

*  as  long  ajS  there  is  a  candle  in  the 

*  chimney.*" 

So  I  looked  into  the  clofet-,  and  kneel- 
ed down  in  my  own,  as  I  ufed  to  do,  to 
fay  my  prayers,  and  this  with  apy  un- 
der-cloaths  in  my  hand,  all  undreffed  ; 
and  palled  by  the  poor  fleeping  wench, 
as  I  thought,  in  my  return.  But,  Oh  ! 
little  did  I  think  it  was  my  wicked, 
\vjcked  m after,  in  a  gown  and  petti- 
coat of  her's,  and  her  apron  over  his 
face  and  fhoulders.  What  meanneis 
will  not  Lucifer  make  his  votaries  ftoop 
to,  to  gain  their  abominable  ends  ! 

Mrs.  Jewkes,  by  this  time,  was  got 
to-bed,  on  the  farther  fide,  as  fhe  ufed 
to  be  ;  and,  to  make  room  for  the  maid, 
when  fhe  fhould  awake,  I  got  into  bed, 
and  lay  clofe  to  her.  And  I  faid, 

*  Where  are  the  keys  ?  Though,'  faid  I, 

*  I  am  not  fo  mucfi  afraid  to-night.'— 
'  Here,'  faid  the  wicked  woman,  *  put 

*  your  arm  under  mine,  and  you  fhall 
e  find  them  about  my  wrift,  as  they  ufed 
'  to  be.'     So  I  did,  and  the  abomina- 
ble defigner  held  my  hand  with  her  right- 
hand,  as  my  right-arm  was  under  her 
left. 

In  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I 
faid,  *  There's  poor  Nan  awake  ;  I  hear 

*  her  ftir." — *  Let  us  go  to  fleep,'  faid 
fhe,  *  and  not  mind  her  :  fhe'll  come  to 
'  bed,  when  fhe's  quite  awake.' — '  Poor 
'  foul '.'  laid  I,  '  I'll  warrant  fhe  will 
'  have  the  head-ach   finely  to-morrow 
«  for  this  !' — '  Be  filent,'  faid  fhe,  «  and 

*  go  to  fleep  j  you  keep  me  awake  j  and 


'  I  never  found  you  in  fo  talkative  a 
'  humour  in  my  life.' — *  Don't  chide 

*  me,'  faid  I  j  *  I  will  but  fay  one  thing 
'  more  :  Do  you  think  Nan  could  hear 
'  me  talk  of  my  mafter's  offers  ?' — «  No, 
'  no,'  faid  fhe ;  f  fiie  was  dead  afleep." 
— *    I'm  glad  of  that,'  faid  I  ;    <  be- 

*  caufe  I  would  not  expofe  my  mafter  to 

*  his  common  fervants ;  and  I  knewjoa 
'  were  no  ftranger  to  his  fine  articles/ 
Said  fhe — '  I  think  they  werejfaz^  arti- 

*  cles,  and  you  were  bewitched  you  did 
f  not  clofe  with  them  :  but  let  us  go  to 
'  fleep.'     So  I  was  lilent;  and  the  pre- 
tended Nan,  (O  wicked,  bafe,  villain- 
ous defigner !  what  a  plot,  what  an  un- 
expefted  plot  was  this  ! )  leaned  to  be 
awaking  ;  and  Mrs.  Jewkes,  abhorred 
creature  !  faid,  «  Come,  Nan !  what  are 
'  you  awake  at  laft?  Pr'ythee  come  to 
'  bed  ;  for  Mrs.  Pamela  is  in  a  talking 
'  fit,  and  won't  go  to  fleep  one  while.' 

At  that,  the  pretended  fhe  came  to 
the  bed-fide  j  and,  fitting  down  in  a 
chair,  where  the  curtain  hid  her,  began 
to  undrefs.  Said  I—*  Poor  Mrs.  Anne, 
'  I  warrant  your  head  akes  moft  fadly  ! 

*  How  do  you  do  ?'     She  anfwered  not 
a  word.     Said  the  fuperlatively  wicked 
woman — '  You  know  I  have  ordered 

*  her  not  to  anfwer  you.'     And  this 
plot  to  be  fure,  was  laid  when  fhe  gave 
her  thefe  orders,  the  night  before. 

I  heard  her,  as  I  thought,  breathe  all 
quick  and  fliort : '  Indeed,'  faid  I,  'Mrs. 

*  Jewkes,  the  poor  maid  is  not  well. 
'  What  ails  you,  Mrs.  Anne?'     And 
ftill  no  anfwer  was  made. 

But,  I  tremble  to  relate  it!  the  pre- 
tended fhe  came  into  bed,  but  trembled 
like  an  afpen-leaf;  and  I,  poor  fool  that 
I  was!  pi  tied  her  much— But  well  might 
the  barbarous  deceiver  tremble  at  his  vile 
diflimulation,  and  bafe  defigns. 

What  words  mall  I  find,  my  dear 
mother  (for  my  father  fhould  not  lee  this 
fhocking  part,)  to  defcribe  the  re  It,  and 
my  confuilon,  when  the  guilty  wretch 
took  my  left  arm,  and  laid  it  under  his 
neck,  and  the  vile  procurefs  held  my 
right  5  and  then  he  clafped  me  round  the 
waiit ; 

Said  I — (  Is  the  wench  mad !  Why, 
'  how  row,  Confidence?'  thinking  ftill 
it  had  been  Nan.  But  he  kifled  me  with 
frightful  vehemence  j  and  then  his  voice 
broke  upon  me  like  a  clap  of  thunder. 
'  Now,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  '  is  the  dread* 
'  ful  time  of  reckoning  come,  that  J 

*  have  threatened.'     I  icveamed  out  in 

fuch 
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fuch  a  manner,  as  never  any  body  heard 
the  like.  But  there  was  nobody  to  help 
me :  and  both  my  hands  were  fecured, 
as  I  laid.  Sure  never  poor  foul  was  in 
fuch  agonies  as  I.  *  Wicked  man  !' 
faicl  I ;  '  wicked  abominable  woman  !— • 
'  O  God  !  my  God !  this  time  I  this 
«  onetime1,  deli ver  me  from  this  diftrefs! 
'  or  Itrike  me  dead  this  moment.'  And 
thxr.  I  fcreamed  again  and  again. 
Says  he — *  One  word  with  you,  Pa- 

*  mela ;  one  word,  hear  me  but  j  and 
«  hitherto  you  fee  I  offer  nothing  to  you .' 
— *  Is  this  nothing,"  faid  I,  «  to  be  in 

*  bed  here  ?  To  hold  my  hands  between 

*  you  !  I  will  hear,  if  you  will  infhntly 
'  leave  the  bed,  and  take  this  villainous 
4  woman  from  me!' 

Said  fhe,  (O  difgrace  of  womankind !) 
— *  What  you  do,  Sir,  do  ;  don't  Hand 

*  dilly  dallying.      She  cannot  exclaim 

*  worfe  than  me  has  done  :  and  (he'll  be 
'  quieter,  when  fhe  knows  the  word."1 

*  Silence!'  laid  he  to  her ;  '  I  muft  fay 
'  one  word  to  you,  Pamela !  it  is  this  : 

*  You  fee,  now  you  are  in  my  power ! 

*  You  cannot  get  from  me,  nor  help  your- 

*  felf :  yet  have  I  not  offered  any  thing 
'  amifs  to  you.     But  if  you  refolve  not 
c  to  comply  with  my  propofals,  I  will" 

*  not  lofe  this  opportunity  :  if  you  do, 

*  I  will  yet  leave  you.' 

*  O  Sir,'  laid  I,  '  leave  me,  leave  me 

*  but,  and  I  will  do  any-thing  I  ought 

*  to  do/ — *  Swear  then  to  me,'  faid  he, 
'  that  you  will  accept  my  propofals!' 
and  then  (for  this  was  all  deteftable  gii- 
mace)  he  put  his  hand  in  my  bofom. 
With  ftruggling,  fright,  terror,  I  fainted 
away  quite,  and  did  not  come  to  my  felf 
foon  5  fo  that  they  both,  from  the  cold 
fweats  that  I  was  in,  thought  me  dying. 
And  I  remember  no  more,  than  that, 
when  with  great  difficulty  they  brought 
me  to  myfelf,  fhe  was  fitting  on  one  fide 
of  the  bed,  with  her  cloaths  on  ;  and  he 
on  the  other  with  his,  and  in  his  gown 
and  flippers. 

Your  poor  Pamela  cannot  anfwer  for 
the  liberties  taken  with  her  in  her  deplo- 
rable date  of  death.  And  when  I  faw 
them  there,  I  fat  xip  in  my  bed,  without 
any  regard  to  what  appearance  I  made, 
and  nothing  about  my  neck;  and  he 
foothingme,  with  an  alpecl  of  pity  and 
concern,  I  put  my  hand  to  his  mouth, 
and  faid — <  O  tell  me,  yet  tell  me  not, 

*  what  have  I  differed  in  this  diftrefs  !' 
And  I  talked  quite  wiki,  ant',  kutw  not 


what  j  for,  to  be  fure,  I  was  on  the  point 
of  diftraclion. 

He  moft  folemnly,  and  with  a  bitter 
imprecation,  vowed,  that  he  had  not  of- 
fered the  leaft  indecency ;  that  he  was 
frightened  at  the  terrible  manner  I  was 
taken  with  the  fit :  that  he  fhould  deiid 
from  his  attempt  5  and  begged  but  to  fee 
me  eafy  and  quiet,  and  he  would  leave 
me  directly,  and  go  to  his  own  bed. — 
'  O  then,'  faid  I,  *  take  with  you  this 

*  moft  wicked  woman,  this  vile  Mrs. 
'  Jewkes,  as  an  earned,  that  I  may  be- 
'  lieve  you.' 

'  And  will  you,  Sir,'  faid  the  wicked 
wretch,  *  for  a  fit  or  two,  give  up  fuch 

*  an  opportunity  as  this? — I  thought 

*  you  had  known  the  fex  better.     She 

*  is  now,  you  fee,  quite  well  again  !' 
This  I  heard ;  more  fhe  might  lay ; 

but  I  fainted  away  once  more,  at  thefe 
words,  and  at  his  clafpinghis  amis  about 
me  again.  And,  when  I  came  a  little 
to  myfelf,  I  faw  him  fit  there,  and  the 
maid  Nan,  holding  a  fmelling-bottle  to 
my  nofe,  and  no  Mrs.  Jewkes. 

He  faid,  taking  my  hand — '  Now  will 

*  I  vow  to  you,  my  dear  Pamela,  that 
1  I  will  leave  you  the  moment  I  fee  you 
'  better,    and    pacified.      Here's    Nan 

*  knows,  and  will  tell  you,  my  concern 
'  for  you.     I  vow  to  God,  I  have  not 
«  offered  any  indecency  to  you:  and, 
'  fmce  I  found  Mrs.  Jewkes  fooffenlive 

*  to  you,  I  have  fent  her  to  the  maid's 
<  bed,  and  the  maid  mall  lie  with  you 
«  to-night.     And  but  promife  me,  that 
'  you  will  compofe  yourfelf,  and  I  will 

*  leave  you.' — c  But,'  faid  I,  <  will  not 
'  Nan  alfo  hold  my  hand  ?  And  will  not 
'  flie  let  you  come  in  again  to  me  ?'  He 
faid — *  By  Heaven  !  I  will  not  come  in, 
'  again  to-night. — Nan,  undrefs  your- 

*  felf,  go  to  bed,  and  do  all  you  can  to 

*  comfort  the  dear  creature— and  now, 
'  Pamela,'  faid  he,  '  give  me  but  your 
'  hand,  and  fay  you  forgive  me,  and  I 

*  v/ill  leave  you  to  your  repofe.'     I  held 
out  my  trembling  hand,  which  he  vouch- 
fafed  to  kifs  ;  and  I  faid — <  God  forgive 

*  you,  Sir,  as  you  have  been  juftinmy 

*  diftrefs  ;  and  as  you  wilt  be  juit  to 
'  what  you  promife  !'  And  he  withdrew, 
with  a  countenance  of  remorfe,  as  I  hoped  j 
and  me  fhut  the  doors,  and  at  my  requeft, 
brought  the  keys  to-bed. 

This,  O  my  dear  parents  !  was  a  mod 
dreadful  trial.  I  tremble  Itill  to  think 
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of  it  j  and  dare  not  recall  all  the  horrid 
circumftances  of  it.  I  hope,  as  he  af- 
£ures  me,  he  was  not  guilty  of  indecency; 
but  have  reafon  to  blefs  God,  who,  by 
difabling  me  in  my  faculties,  irnpowertxl 
me  to  preferve  my  innocence  5  and,  when 
all  my  ilrength  would  have  hgnified  no- 
thing, magnified  himielf  in  my  weakneis. 

I  was  fo  weak  all  day  on  Monday, 
that  I  could  not  get  out  of  my  bed.  My 
mailer  ihewed  great  tendernels  for  me  ; 
and  I  hope  he  is  really  forry,  and  that 
tKis  will  be  his  laft  attempt ;  but  he  does 
not  fay  fo  neither. 

He  came  in  the  morning,  as  foon  as 
he  heard  the  door  open  :  and  I  began  to 
be  fearful.  He  ilopped  fliort  of  the  bed, 
and  laid — -{  Rather  than  give  you  ap- 
c  prehenfions,  I  will  come  no  farther.' 
I  laid — •*  Your  honour,  Sir,  and  your 


*  mer:y,  is  all  I  have  to  bet 


He  fat 


himielf  on  the  fide  of  the  bed,  and  afked 

kindly  how  I  did  ?  begged  me  to  be  com- 

pofed  5  find,  I  Hill  looked  a  little  wildly. 

And  I  laid — f  Pray,  good  Sir,  let  me  not 

fee  this  infamous   Mrs.   Jewkesj    I 

doubt  I  cannot  bear  her  fight/ — '  She 

ihan't  come  near  you  all  this  day,  if 

yoif  11  promife  tx>  compofe  yourfelf/— 

Then,  Sir,  I  will  try/     He  prefled 

my  hand  very  tenderly,  and  went  out. 

What  a  change  does  this  mew! — Omay 

it  be  lailing  ! — But,  alas  !  he  feems  only 

to  have  altered  his  method  of  proceeding  j 

and  retains,  I  doubt,  his  wicked  pur- 

pofe. 

On  Tuefday,  about  ten  o'clock,  when 
my  mailer  heard  I  was  up,  he  fent  for 
me  down  into  the  parlour.  As  foon  as 
he  favv  me,  he  faid — '  Come  nearer  to 

*  me,  Pamela/     I  did  fo,  and  he  took 
my  hand,  and  faid,  *  You  begin  to  look 

*  well  again :  I  am  glad  of  it.     You 

*  little  ft  ut,  how  did  you  frighten  me  on 
'  Sunday  night'/ — {  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  pray 
'  name  not  that  night  ;'  and  my  eyes 
overflowed  at  the  remembrance,   and  I 
turned  my  head  afide.' 

Said  he — '  Place  fome  little  confidence 
in  me  :  I  know  what  thole  charming 
eyes  mean,  and  you  fhall  not  need  to 
explain  yourfelf :  for  I  do  allure  you, 
that  as  foon  as  I  favv  you  change,  and 
a  cold  Aveat  bedew  your  pretty  face, 
and  you  fainted  away,  I  -quitted  the 
bed,-and  Mrs.  Jewkes  did  fo  too.  And 
I  put  on  my  gown,  and  fhc  fetched  her 
fmelling-bottle,  and  we  both  did  all 


we  could  to  reftore  you  ;  and  my  paf- 
fion  for  you  was  all  fwallowed  up  in 
the  concern  I  had  for  your  recovery 
for  I  thought  I  never  faw  a  fit  fo  ftrong 
and  violent  in  my  life  ;  and  feared  we 
mould  not  bring  you  to  life  again ;  for 
what  I  faw  you  in  once  before,  was 
nothing  to  it.  This,'  faid  he> (  might 
be  my  folly,  and  my  unacquainted- 
nefs  with  what  paftion  yo'.:r  lex  otin 
fliew  when  they  are  in  earneft.  But 
this  I  repeat  to  you,  that  your  mind 
may  be  entirely  comforted — Whatever 
I  offered  to  you,  w^s  before  you  faint- 
ed away,  and  that,  I  am  fure,  waS 
innocent/ 

'  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  that  was  very  bad : 
and  it  was  too  plain  you  had  the  worfe 
defigns/ — '  When,'  faid  he,  «  I  tell 
you  the  truth  in  one  inftance,  you  may 
believe  me  in  the  other.  I  know  not, 
I  declare,  beyond  this  lovely  bofom, 
your  fex :  but  that  I  did  intend  what 
you  call  the  <worft  is  mod  certain :  and 
though  I  would  not  too  much  alarm 
you  now,  I  could  curfe  my  weaknefs 
and  my  folly,  which  makes  me  own, 
that  I  love  you  ,beyond  all  your  fex, 
and  cannot  live  without  you.  But  if 
I  am  m after  of  myfelf,  and  my  own 
refolution,  I  will  not  attempt  to  force 
you  to  any-tlijrig  again/ — '  Sir,'  faid 
,  '  you  may  eafily  keep  your  refolu- 
tion, if  you'll  fend  me  out  of  your  way, 
to  my  poor  parents  ;  that  is  all  I  beg/ 
«  'Tis  a  folly  to  talk  of  it,'  faid  he. 
You  muft  not,  mall  not  §o  !  And  if 
I  could  be  allured  you  would  not  at- 
tempt it,  you  fliould  have  better  ufage, 
and  your  confinement  mould  be  made 
eafier  to  you/ — '  But  to  what  end, 
Sir,  am  I  to  ftay  ;*  faid  I  :'c  you  your- 
felf feem  not  fure  you  can  keep  your 
own  prefent  good  refolutions  ;  and  do 
you  think,  if  I  was  to  Hay,  when  I 
could  get  away,  and  be  fafe,  it  would 
not  look,  as  if  either  I  confided  too 
much  in  my  own  ftrength,  or  would 
tempt  my  ruin  ?  And  as  if  I  was  not 
in  earneft  to  wifh  myfelf  fafe,  and  out 
of  danger  ?  And  then,  how  long  am 
I  to  (lay  ?  And  to  what  purpofe  ?  and 
in  what  light  muft  I  appear  to  the 
world?  Would  not  thai  cenfure 
me,  although  I  might  be  innocent  ? 
And  you  will  allow,  Sir,  that,  if 
there  be  any  thing  valuable  or  ex- 
emplary in  a  good^nnme,  or  fair  re- 
piitalion,  one  muft  not  defpife  the 
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*'  world's    ceiifure,   if  one   can  avoid 

*  it/ 

«  Well,'  faid  he,  '  I  fent  not  for  you 

*  on  this  account,  iuft  now ;  but  for  two 
'  reafons  :  the  firft  is,  that  you  promife 
'  me,  that  for  a  fortnight  to  come  you 
'  will  not  offer  to  go  away  without  my 
c   exprefs  confent ;  and  this  I  expecl  for 
c  your  own  fake,  that  I  may  give  you  a 

*  little  more  liberty.     And  the  fecond 

*  is,  that  you  will  fee  and  forgive  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes  :    fhe    takes    on   much,   and 
'  thinks  that,  as  all  her  fault  was  her 
'  obedience  to  me,  it  would  be  very  hard 
'  to  facrifice  her,  as  fhe  calls  it,  to  your 
'  refentment/ 

«  As  to  the  firft,  Sir/  faid  I,  *  it  is 
c  a  hard  injunction,  for  the  reafons  I 

*  have  mentioned.     And  as  to  the  fe- 
'  cond,  coaifidering  her  vile  unwomanly 

*  wickednfcfs,  and  her  endeavours  to  in- 

*  fligate  you  more  to  ruin  me,  when  your 
'  returning   goodnefs   feemed  to   have 

*  fome  compaflion  upon  me,  it  is  ftill 

*  harder.     But,  to  mew  my  obedience 
'  -to  your  commands/  (for  you  know, 
my  dear  parents,  I  might  as  well  make 
a  merit  of  my  compliance,  when  my  re- 
fufal  would  ftand  me  in¥no  ftead,)  '  I  will 

*  confent  to  both ;  and  to  eArery-thing 

*  elfe,  that  you  mall  be  pleafed  to  in- 

*  join,  which  I  can  do  with  innocence/ 

*  That's  my  good  girl1/  faid  he,  and 
killed  me:  *  this  is  quite  prudent,  and 

*  mews  me,  that  you  don't  take  info- 

*  lent  advantage  of  my  favour  for  you  ; 

*  and  will,  perhaps,  ftand  you  in  more 

*  ftead  than  you  are  aware  of/ 

So  he  rung  the  bell,  and  faid — *  Call 

*  down  Mrs.  Jewkes/  She  came  down, 
nnd  he  took  my  hand,  and  put  it  into 
hers ;  and  faid — '  Mrs.  Jewkes,  I  am 

*  obliged  to  you  for  all  your  diligence 

*  and  fidelity  to  me ;  but  Pamela,  I  muft 
«  own,  is  not ;  becaufe  the  fervice  I  em- 

*  ployed  you  in  was  not  fo  veiy  obliging 
'  to  her,  as  I  could  have  wifhed  fhe 
'  would  have  thought  it ;  and  you  were 
«  not  to  favour  her,  but  obey  me.    But 

yet  I'll  allure  you, at  the  very  firft  word, 

<  fhe  has  once  obliged  me,  by  confenting 
«  to  be  friends  with  you;  and   if  fhe 
«  gives  me  no  great  caufe,  I  mall  not, 

*  perhaps,  put  you  on  fuch  difagreeable 
«  fervice  again.    Now,  therefore,  be  you 

<  once  more  bed-fellows  and  board-fel- 

<  lows,  as  I  may  fay,  for  fome  days 
«  longer  ;  and  fee  that  Pamela  fends  no 
«  letters,  nor  melTages,  out  of  the  houfe, 
«  »*r  keeps  a  ccrrefpondence  unknown 


to  me,  efpecially  with  that  William?  ; 
and,  as  for  the  reft,  fliew  the  dear  girl 
all  the  refpeft  that  is  due  to  one  I  mull 
love,  if  fhe  will  defer ve  it,  as  I  hope 
fhe  will  yet ;  and  let  her  be  under  no 
unneceflary  or  harm  reftrauits.  But. 
your  watchful  care  is  not,  however,  to 
ceafe  :  and  remember,  that  you  are 
not  todifoblige  me,  to  oblige  her;  and 
that  I  will  not,  cannot,  yet  part  with 
her/ 

Mrs.  Jewkes  looked  very  fullen,  and 
as  if  flie  would  be  glad  ftill  to  do  me  a 
good  turn,  if  it  lay  in  her  power. 

I  took  courage,  then,  to  drop  a  word 
or  two  for  poor  Mr.  Williams  ;  but  he 
was  angry  with  me  for  it,  and  faid  he 
could  not  endure  to  hear  his  name  in  my 
mouth ;  fo  I  was  forced  to  have  done, 
for  that  time. 

All  this  time  my  papers,  that  I'  had 
buried  under  the  rofe-bum,  lay  there 
ftill;  and  I  begged  for  leave  to  fend  a 
letter  to  you.  So  I  fliould,  he  faid,  if 
he  might  read  it  firft.  But  this  did  not: 
anfwer  my  defign  ;  and  yet  I  would  have 
fent  you  fuch  a  letter  as  he  might  fee,  if 
I  had  been  lure  my  danger  was  over. 
But  that  I  cannot ;  for  he  now  feems  to 
take  another  method,  and  what  I  am 
more  afraid  of,  becaufe,  may-be,  he  may 
watch  an  opportunity,  and  join  force 
with  it,  on  occafion,  when  I  am  lea  ft  pre- 
pared :  for  now  he  feems  to  abound  with 
kindnefs,  and  talks  of  love  without  re- 
ferve,  and  makes  nothing  of  allowing 
himfelf  in  the  liberty  ofkiiling  me,  which 
he  calls  innocent ;  but  which  I  do  not 
like,  anil  efpecially  m  the  manner  he 
does  it;  but  for  a  mailer  to  do  it  at  all 
to  a  fervant,  has  meaning  too  much  in 
it,  not  to  alarm  an  honeft  body. 


WEDNESDAY,,   MORNING. 

I  Find  I  am  watched  and  fufpecled  ftill 
very  dole;  and  I  willi  I  was  with.- 
you  ;  but  that  muft  not  be,  it  feems,  this 
fortnight.  I  don't  like  this  fortnight, 
and  it  will  be  a  tedious  and  a  dangerous 
one  to  me,  I  doubt. 

My  maftcr  iuft  now  fynt  fqr  me  down 
to  take  a  walk  with  him  in  the  garden  : 
but  I  like  him  not  at  all,  nor  his  ways  ; 
for  he  would  have,  all  the  way,  his  arm 
about  my  waift,  and  faid  abundance  of 
fond  things  to  me,  enough  to  make  me 
proud,  if  his  defi^n  had  not  been  appa- 
rent. After  walking  about,  he  led  me 
R  into 
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into  a  little  alcove,  on  the  farther  part 
of  the  garden ;  and  really  made  me  afraid 
of  myielf ;  for  he  began  to  be  very  teaz- 
im>;,  and  made  me  fit  on  his  knee;  and 
"'.-as  fo  often  killing  me,  that  I  faid-— 
«  Sir,  I  don't  like  to  be  here  at  all,  I 

*  aflfure   you.      Indeed  you  make  me 

*  afraid !'  And  what  made  me  the  more 
fo,  was  what  he  oncefaid  to  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
and  did  not  think  I    heard  him,  and 
which,  though  always  upperinoft  with 
jne,  I  did  not  mention  before,  becaufe  I 
did  not  know  how  to  bring  it  in,  in  my 
writing. 

She,  I  fuppofe,  had  been  encouraging 
him  in  his  wickednefe  ;  for  it  was  before 
the  laft  dreadful  trial  5  and  I  only  heard 
whet  he  anfwered. 

Said  he — «  I  will  try  once  more;  but 
I  have  begun  wrong :  f6r  I  fee  terror 
does  but  add  to  her  froft  5  but  me  is  a 
charming  girl,  and  may  be  thawed  by 
kindnefs  5  and  I  mould  have,  melted  her 
by  love,  initead  of  freezing  her  by 
fear.' 

Is  he  not  a  wicked,  fad  man  for  this  ? 
To  be  fare,  I  blufh  while  I  write  it. 
But  I  trulr,  that  that  God,  who  has  de- 
livered me  from  the  paw  of  the  lion  and 
the  bear,  that  is,  his  and  Mrs.  Jewkes's 
violences,  will  fbon  deliver  me  from  this  . 
Philifline,  that  I  may  not  defy  the  com-  . 
mands  of  the  living  God  ! 

But,  as  I  was  faying,  this  expreflion 
coming  into  my  thoughts,  1  was  of  opi- 
nion, I  could  not  be  too  much  on  my 
guard, at  all  times ;  more efpecially  when 
he  took  fuch  liberties :  for  he  profefled 
honour  all  the  time  with  his  mouth,while 
his  actions  did  not  coireipond.  I  begged 
#nd  prayed  he  would  let  me  go  :  and  had 
J  not  appeared  quite  regardlefs  of  all  he 
fa,id,  and  refolved  not  to  ftay,  if  I  could 
help  it,  I  know  not  how  far  he  would 
have  proceeded  :  for  I  was  forced  to  fall 
down  upon  my  knees. 

At  laft  he  walked  out  with  me,  ftill 
bragging  of  his  honour  an'd  his  love. 

*  Yes,  yes,  Sir,'  faid  I,   '  your  honour 

*  is  to  deftroy  mine;  and  your  love  is  to 

*  ruin  me,  I  fee  it  too  plainly.     But  in-. 

*  deed  I  \yill  not  walk  with  you,  Sir,* 
faid  I,  *  any  more.' — '  Do  you  know,' 
laid  he,  *  \yhom  you  talk  to,  and  where 

*  you  are?' 

You  may  believe  I  had  reafon  to  think 
him  not  ib  decent  as  he  mould  be;  for  I 
faid-—'  As  to  where  I  am,  Sir,  I  know 
>  \t  too  well,  and  that  I  have  no  creature 


'  to  befriend  me :  and,  as  to  whom  I  talk 
'  to,  Sir,  let  mealk  you  what  you  would 

*  have  me  anfwer  ?' 

*  Why  tell  me,'  faid  he,   '  what  an- 
<  fweryou  would  make  ?' — «  It  will  only 
'  make  you  angry/  faid  I;  '  and  fo  I 

*  mail  fare  worfe,  if  poilible/ — « I  won't 
« -be  an'gry,'  faid  he.     '  Why  then,  Sir,' 
faid  I,  *  you  cannot  be  my  late  good  la- 

*  dy's  fon;  for  me  loved  me,  and  taught 
'  me  virtue.     You  cannot  be  my  ma- 
'  fter;  for  no  matter  demeans  himfelf  fo 

*  to  his  poor  fervant.' 

He  put  his  arm  round  me,  and  his 
other  hand  on  my  neck;  which  made  me 
more  angry,  and  bold;  and  he  faid — - 
'  What  then  am  I  ?' — *  Why,'  faid  I, 
(ftrnggling  from  him,  and  in  a  great  paf» 
fion)  *  to  be  fure  you  are  Lucifer  him- 
felf, in  the  Jbape  oli  my  mailer,  or  you 
could  not  ftfe  me  thus.' — *  Thefe  are 
too  great  liberties,'  faid  he  in  anger; 
and  I  denre  that  you  will  not  repeat 
them,  for  your  own  fake:   for  if  you 
have  no  decency  towards  me,  I'll  have 
none  to  wards  you . ' 

I  was  running  from  him;  and  he  faid 
— '  Come  back,  when  I  bid  you.'  So, 
knowing  every  place  was  alike  dan- 
gerous to  me,  and  I  had  nobody  to  run 
to,  I  came  back  at  his  call;  and  feeing 
him  look  difplealed,  I  held  my  hands  to- 
gether, and  wept,  and  faid — *  Pray,  Sir, 
'  forgive  me.' — *  No,'  faid  he,  «  rather 
'  fay — "Pray,  Lucifer,  forgive  me:'* 
1  and  now,  fmce  you  take  me  for  the  de- 

*  vil,  how  can  you  expect  any  good  from 
'  me? — How,   rather,  can  you  expect 

*  any-thing  but  the  worft  treatment  from 
'  me  ? — You  have  gi\ren  me  a  character, 

*  Pamela;  and  blame  me  not  that  I  a6t 
'  up  to  it.' 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  let  me  beg  you  to  for- 
'  give  me :   I   am  really   forry  for  my 

*  boldncfs;  but  indeed  you  don't  ufeme 

*  like  a  gentleman;  and  how  can  I  ex- 
'  prefs  my  refentment,  if  I  mince  the 

*  matter,  while  you  arefo  indecent?' 

*  Precife  fool!'  faid  he,  *  what  inde- 
'  cencies  have  I  offered  you  ? — I  was  be- 
'  witched  J  had  not  gone  through  my  pur- 

*  pofe  lail  Sunday  night ;  and  then  your 

*  licentious  tongue   had   not  given  the 

*  worit  name  to  little  puny   freedoms, 

*  that  fhew  my  love  and  my  folly  at  the 

*  fame  time.     But,  be  gone,1  faid  he, 
taking  my  hand,  and  tofling  it  from  him, 

*  and  learn  another  conduct,  and  more 

*  wit j  and  I  will  lay  afide  my  foolim  re- 

«  garcj 
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<  gard  for  you,  andafTert  myfelf.     Be 

*  gone!"  faid  he  again,  with  a  haughty 
air. 

'  Indeed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  cannot  go, 
'  till  you  pardon  me,  which  I  beg  on 
'  my  bended  knees.  I  am  truly  lorry 
'  for  my  boldnefs. — But  I  fee  how  you 
*'  go  on:  you  creep  by  little  and  little 

*  upon   me ;  and  now  foothe  me,    and 
'  now  threaten  me;  and  if  I  mould  for- 
'  bear  tolhewmy  refentraent,  when  you 

*  offer  incivilities  to  me,  would  not  that 
,.'  be  to  be  loft  by  degrees  ?     Would  it 

*  not  /hew,  that  I  could  bear  any-thing 

*  from  you,  if  I  did  notexprefs  all  the 

*  indignation  I  c<?#/Wexpreis,  at  the  fir  ft 

*  approaches  you  make  to  what  I  dread? 

*  And  have  you  not  as  good  as  avowed 
c  my  ruin  ? — And  have  yoxi  once  made 

*  me  hope  yon  will  quit  your  purpofes 
'  againft  me?     How  then,  Sir,  can  I 

*  a£t,  but  by  mewing  my  abhorrence 
'  of  every  rlep  that  makes  towards  my 

*  undoing  ?     And.  what  is  left  me  but 
'  words  ?  —  And   can   thefe  words  be 
4  other  than  inch  iirong  ones,  as  (hall 
'  mew  the  deteitation,  which,  from  the 

*  bottom  of  my  heart,  I  have  for  every 

npt  upon  my  virtue?     Judge  for 

*  me,  Sir,  and  pardon  me.' 
'Pardon  you,-'  faid  he,  '  what '.when 

(  you  don't  repent? — When  you  have 
6  the  boldnefs  to  juilify  yourieif  in  your 
'  fault :  why  don't  you  fayv  you  never 

*  will  again  offend  me  ?' — '  I  will  en- 

*  deavour,  Sir,'  laid  I,  'always  to  pre- 
e  ferve  that  decency  towards  you  which 
f  becomes  me.     But  really,  Sir,  I  muft 
'  beg  your  excufe  for  laying,  that  when 

*  you  forget  what  belongs  to  ^decency 
c  in  your  actions,,  wind  when  words  are 

*  all  that  are  left  me,  to  (hew  my  re- 
'  fentment  of  fuch  actions,   I  will  not 

*  promife  to  forbear  the   ftrongeit  ex- 
'  preflions  that  rtiy  diftrefled  mind  ihall 
'  fuggeit  to  me;  nor  fnall  your'angrieft 
'  frowns  deter  me,  when  my  honeily  is 

*  in  que&tottv1 

'  What,  then,"  faid  he,  '  do  you  beg 
'  pardon  for  ?  Where  is  the  promife  of 
'  amendment,  for  which  I  mould  for- 
.'  give  you?1— 'Indeed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I 
f  own  that  muff  absolutely  depend  on 
1  your  ufage  of  me :  for  I  will  bear  any- 

*  thing  you  can  inflict  upon  me  with  pa- 
'  tience,  even  to  the  laying  down  of  my 
1  life,  to  (hew  my  obedience  to  you  in 

*  other  cafes;  but'l  cannot  be  patient,  I 
cannot  be  pailive,  when  my  virtue  is 
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'  at  ftake! — -It  would  be  criminal  in  me, 
*  if  I  was.' 

He  faid,  he  never  faw  filch  a  fool  in 
his  life !  and  he  walked  by  the  fide  of  me 
fome  yards,  without  faying  a  word,  and 
feemed  vexed;  and  at  iaft,  walked  in, 
bidding  me  attend  him  in  the  garden 
after  dinner.  So,  having  a  little  time,  I 
went  up,  and  wrote  thus  far. 


WEDNESDAY  NIGHT. 

IF,  my  dear  parents,  I  am  not  defKned 
more  furely  than  ever  for  ruin,  t 
have  now  more  comfort  before  me  than 
ever  I  yet  knew :  and  am  either  nearer 
my  happinefs,  or  my  mifery,  than  ever  I 
was.  God  protect  me  from  the  latter, 
if  it  be  his  bklTed  will!  I  have  now 
fuch  a  fcene  to  open  to  you,  that  I  knew 
will  alarm  both  your  hopes  and  your 
fears,  as  it  does  mine.  And  this  it  is. 

After  my  mafter  haddir.cd,  he  took  a 
turn  into  the  (tables,  to  look  at  his  ftudd 
of  horfes;  and,  when  he  came  in,  he 
opened  the  parlour- door,  where   Mrs* 
Jewkes  and  I  fat  at  dinner;  and,  at  his 
entrance,  we  both  rofe  up;  but  he  faid— • 
'  Sit  Hill,  fit  ftill,  and  let  me  fee  how  you 
*  eat  your  victuals,   Pamela.' — '   O,* 
faid  Mrs.  Jewkes,  '  very  poorly,  indeed, 
<   S:.-.1— '  No,'  faid  I,  'pretty  well,  Sir, 
f  canfidcring.'' — '  None  of  your    co.'.yi- 
'  derlngsr  (aid  he,  '  Pretty-face;'  and 
tapped  me   on  the   cheek.     I   bluflied, 
but  was  glad  he  was  fo  good- humoured  j 
but  I  could  not  tell  ho\v  to  fit  before 
br  to  behave  myfelf,     So  he  laid 
•— 4  I  know,  Pamela,    you   are    a    nics 
carver:. my  mother  uied  to  fay  fo.'— 
My  lady,  Sir,'  faid  I,  'was  very  good 
tome  in  everything,  and  would  always 
make  me  do  the  honours  of  h;:r  ta- 
ble for  her,  when  (he  was  with  her  few 
feleft  friends  that  (lie  loved/ — <  Cut 
up,'  faid  he, '  that  chicken.'     I  did  fo. 
Now,'  faid  he,  and  took  a  knife  and 
"ork  and  put  a  wing  upon  my  plate, '  let 
me  fee  you  eat  that.' — *  O~Shy  {'aid  I, 
I  have  eat  a  whole  brcaft  of  a  chicken 
already,  and  cannot  eat  fo  much'.'  But 
he  laid  I  nmft  eat  it  for  his  fake,  and  he 
would  teach  me  to  eat  heartily:  (b  I  did 
eat  it;  butwas  much  confuted  at  his  fo  kind 
and  umifual  freedom  and  cov.defcenfion. 
And,  good-lack!  you  can't  imagine  how 
Mrs,  Jewkes  looked  and  fhred,  and  how 
R  a  refpe&ful 
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refpcftful  me  Teemed  to  me,  and  called 
megood  Madam,  I'll  alfure  you,  urging 
me  to  take  a  little  bit  of  tart. 

My  mailer  took  two  or  three  turns 
about  the  room,  mufingand  thoughtful, 
as  I  had  never  before  feen  him;  and  at  laft 
he  went  out,  faying — '  I  am  going  into 

*  the  garden :  you  know,  Pamela,  what  I 
'  faid  to  you  before  dinner.'  I  rofe,  and 
curtiied,  faying  I  would  attend  his  ho- 
nour; and  he  faid — '  Do,  good  girl!' 

'  Well,'  faid  Mrs.  Jewkes, '  I  fee  how 
'  things  will  go.  O  Madam^  as  ilie 
called  me  again,  *  I  arn  fure  you  are  to 
be  our  miftrefs!  And  then  I  know 
what  will  become  of  me/ — '  Ah!  Mrs. 
Jewkes,1  faid  I,  'if.  I  can  but  keep 
•myfelf  virtuous,  'tis  the  mod  of  my 
ambition;  and  I  hope  no  temptation 
mail  make  me  otherwife/ 
Notwithftanding  I  had  no  reafon  to  be 
pleafed  with  his  treatment  of  me  before 
dinner,  yet  I  made  hafte  to  attend  him  ; 
and  I  found  him  walking  by  the  fide  of 
that  pond,  which  for  want  of  grace,  and 
through  a  fmful  defpondence,  had  like  to 
have  been  fo  fatal  to  me,  and  the  fight 
of  which,  ever  fmce,  has  been  a  trouble 
and  reproach  to  me.  And  it  was  by  the 
fide  of  this  pond,  and  not  far  from  the 
place  where  I  had  that  dreadful  conflict, 
that  my  prefent  hopes,  if  1  am  not  to  be 
deceived  again,  began  to  dawn;  wliich 
I  prefume  to  flatter  myfelf  with  being  a 
happy  omen  for  me,  as  if  God  Almighty 
would  fliew  your  poor  fmful  daughter, 
how  well  I  did  to  put  my  affiance  in  his 
goodntfs,  and  not  to  throw  away  myfelf, 
becaufe  my  ruin  feemed  inevitable  to  my 
fhort-fighted  apprehenfion. 

So  he  was  pleafed  to  fay—'  Well,Pa- 

*  mela,  I  am  glad  you  are  come  of  your 
'  own  accord,  as  I  may  fay :  give  me 
'  your  hand/     I  did  fo;  and  he  looked 
at  me  very  fteadily,   and  preffing  my 
hand  all  the  time,  at  laft  faid — '  I  will 
'  now  talk  to  you  in  a  ferious  manner. 

'  You  have  a  good  deal  of  wit,  a  great 
c  deal  of  penetration,  much  beyond  your 

*  years,  and,  as  I  thought,  your  oppor- 

*  tunities.     You  arepolfefledof  an  open, 

*  frank,  and  generous  mind;  and  a  per- 

*  fon  fo  lovely,  that  you  excel  all  yeur 
'  fex,  in  my  eyes.     All  thefe  accom-' 
'  plimments  have  engaged  my  affections 

*  fo  deeply,  that,  as  I  have  often  faid,  I 
'  cannot  live  without  you;  and  I  would 

*  divide,  with  all  my  foul,  my  eftate 

*  with  you,  to  make  you  mine  upon  my 

*  own  terms.     Thefe  you  have  abfolute- 


ly  rejected;  and  that,  though  In  fancy 
terms  enough,  yet  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  makes  me  admire  you  the  more. 
Your  pretty  chit-chat  to  Mrs  Jewkes, 
the  laft  Sunday  night,  fo  innocent,  and 
fo  full  of  beautiful  fnnplicity,  half  dif- 
armed  my  refolution  before  I  approach- 
ed your  bed :  and  I  fee  you  fo  watchful 
over  your  virtue,  that,  though  I  hoped 
to  find  it  otherwife,  I  cannot  but  con-  - 
fefs,  mypaflionforyou  is  increaiedby 
it.  But  now,  what  mail  I  fay  farther, 
Pamela  ?-*-!  will  make  you,  though  a 
party,  my  advifer  in  this  matter,  though 
not,  perhaps,  my  definitive  judge. 
'  You  know  I  am  not  a  very  aban- 
doned profligate:  I  have  hitherto  been 
guilty  of  no  very  enormous  or  vile 
aclicns,  This  of  feizing  you,  and 
confining  you  thus,  may  perhaps  be 
one  of  the  woril,  at  leaft  to  perfons  of 
real  innocence.  Had  I  been  utterly 
given  up  to  my  paflions,  I  mould  be- 
fore now,  have  gratified  them,  and  not 
have  (hewn  that  remorfe  and  compaf- 
fion  for  you,  which  have  reprieved  you 
more  than  once,  when  abfolutely  in 
my  power ;  and  you  are  as  inviolate  a 
virgin  as  you  were  when  you  came  into 
my  houfe. 

'  But  what  can  I  do  ?  Confider  the  .» 
pride  of  my  condition.  I  cannot  en- 
dure the  thought  of  marriage,  even 
with  a  perfon  of  equal  or  fuperior  de- 
gree to  myfelf;  and  have  declined  fe- 
veral  propofals  of  that  kind  :  how  then, 
with  the  diftance  between  us  in  the 
world's  judgment,  can  I  think  of  mak- 
ing you  my  wife? — Yet  I  muft  have 
you  ;  I  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of 
any  other  man  fupplanting  me  in  your 
affections  :  and  the  very  apprehenfion 
of  that  has  made  me  hate  the  name  of 
Williams,  and  ufe  him  in  a  manner 
unworthy  of  my  temper. 
f  Now,  Pamela,  judge  for  me  ;  and, 
fmce  I  have  told  you,thus  candidly,  my 
mind,  and  I  fee  yours  is  big  with  fome 
important  meaning,  by  your  eyes,  your 
blumes,  and  that  iwcet  confufion  which 
I  behold  ftrugglingin  your  bofom,  tell 
me,  with  like  opennefs  and  candour* 
what  you  think  I  ought  to  do,  and 
what  you  would  have  me  do/ 
It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  exprefs  the 
agitations  of  my  mind,  on  this  unex- 
pected .declaration,  fo  contrary  to  his 
former  behaviour.  His  manner  too  had 
fomething  fo  noble,  and  ib  fincere,  ^s  I 
thought,  that,  alas  for  me  1  I  found  I 

had 
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had  need  of  all  my  poor  difcretion,  to 
ward  off  the  blow  which  this  treatment 
gave  to  my  moft  guarded  thoughts.  I 
threw  myfelf  at  hi*  feet  5  for  I  trembled, 
and  could  hardly  (land :  '  O  Sir,1  laid  I, 

*  ibare  voiir  poor  Servant's  confuiion ! 

*  O  fpare  the  poor  Pamela  I1 — 'Speak 

*  out,'  laid  he,  *  and  tell  me,  when  I  bid 

*  you,  what  you  think  I  ought  to  do  ?' 
«— '  I  cannot  fay  what  you  ought  to  do,' 
anfwered  I  :  *  but  I  only  beg  you  will 

*  not  ruin  me  ;  and,  if  you  think  me 
'  virtuous,  if  you   think  me   iincerely 
'  honeft,   let  me  go  to  my  poor  parents. 

*  I  will  vow  to  you,  that  I  will  never 

*  fuffer  myielf  to  be  engaged  without 

*  your  approbation.' 

Still  he  rniilted  upon  a  more  explicit 
anfwer  to  his  queftion,  of  what  I  thought 
he  ought  to  do.  And  I  faid — '  As  to 
my  poor  thoughts  of  what  you  ought 
to  do,  I  muft  needs  fay,  that  indeed  I 
think  you  ought  to  regard  the  world's 
opinion,  and  avoid  doing  any-thing 
diigraceful  to  your  birth  and  fortune  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  you  really  honour 
the  poor  Pamela  with  your  refpect,  a 
little  time,  ab fence,  and  the  converfa- 
tion  of  worthier  peribns  of  my  fex,  will 
effectually  enable  you  to  overcome  a 
regard  fo  unworthy  your  condition  : 
and  this,  good  Sir,  is  the  beii  advice  I 
can  offer.' 

*  Charming  creature !  lovely  Pamela !' 
faid  he  (with  an  ardour,  that  was  nevf  r 
before  fo  agreable  to  me,)  *  this  gene- 
rous manner  is  of  a.  piece  with  all  the, 
reft  of  your  conduct.  But  tell  me,  frill 
more  explicitly,  what  you  would  ad- 
vife  me  to,  in  the  cafe.' 
4  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  take  not  advantage 
of  my  credulity,  and  thefe  my  weak 
moments;  but  weir  f  the  firli  lady  in 
the  land,  inftead  of  the  poor  abject  Pa- 
mela, I  would,  I  couiii  tell  you.  But 
I  can  lay  no  more 

O  my  dear  father  and  mother  !  row 
I  know  you  will  indeed  be  concerned  for 
me ;  for  now  I  am  for  myfelf.  And  now 
I  begin  to  be  afraid,  I  know  too  well 
the  reafon,  why  all  his  hard  trials  of  me, 
and  my  black  apprehenfions,  would  not 
let  me  hate  him. 

But  be  allured  ftill,  by  God's  grace, 
that  I  mail  do  nothing  unworthy  of  your 
Pamela;  and  if  I  find,  that  he  is  Hill  ca- 
pable of  deceiving  me,  and  that  this  con- 
duct is  only  put  on  to  delude  me  more, 
1  fliall  think  nothing  in  this  world  fo 
vile,  and  fo  odigus  •  and  nothing,  if  he 


be  not  the  worft  of  his  kind  (as  he  fays, 
and,  I  hope,  he  is  not,)  fo  defperately 
guileful  as  the  heart  of  man. 

He  gencroufly  laid — *  I  willfpare  your 
confuiion,  Pamela.  But  I  hope  I 
may  promife  myfelf,  that  you  can  love 
me  preferably  to  any  other  man  ;  and 
that  no  one  in  the  world  has  had  any 
mare  in  your  affe&icns ;  for  I  am  very- 
jealous  of  what  I  love  9  and  if  I 
thought  you  had  a  fecret  whifpering 
in  your  foul,  that  had  not  yet  come 
up  to  a  wifli,  for  any  other  man 
breathing,  I  fhou  Id  not  forgive  myfelf 
to  perfiil  in  my  affection  for  you  ;  nor 
you,  if  you  did  not  frankly  acquaint 
me  with  it.' 

As  I  ftill  continued  on  my  knees,  on 
the  grafs  border  by  the  pond-fide,  he  fat 
himielf  down  on  the  grafs  by  me,  and 
took  me  in  his  arms  :  *  Why  hefitatesmy 

*  Pamela?'  faid  he.     '  Can  you  notan- 

*  fwer  me  with  truth,  as  I  wifli  ?  If  you. 

*  cannot,  fpeak,  and  I  will  forgive  you." 

*  O  good  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  it  is  not  that-, 
1  indeed  it  is  not :  but  a  frightful  word 

*  or  two  that  you  faid  to  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
4  when  you  thought  I  was  not  in  hear- 

*  ing,  comes  crol's  my  mind  ;  and  makes 
4  me  dread  that  I  am  in  more  danger 

*  than  ever  I  was  in  my  life.' 

*  You  have  never  found  me  a  com- 

*  mon  lyar,'  faid  he   (c  too  fearful  and 
4  foolifh  Pamela ! )  nor  will  I  anfwer  how 
4  long  I  may  hold  in  my  prelent  mind  j 

*  for  my  pride  flruggles  hard  within  me, 
1   I'll  allure  you  ;  and  if  you  doubt  me, 

*  I  have   no  obligation  to  your  confi- 

*  drnce  or  opinion.     But,  at  prefent,  I 

*  arn  really  fmcere  in  what  I  fay :  and 
4   I  expect  you  will  be  fo  too ;  and  anfwer 
4  directly  my  queftion.' 

4  I  find,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  I  know  not 
4  myfelf;  and  your  queftion  is  of  fuch 

*  a  nature,  that  I  only  want  to  ttll  you 
1  what  I  heard,  and  to  have  your  kind. 
4  anfwer  to  it;  or  elfe,  what  I  have  tp 
1  lay  to  your  queftion,  may  pave  the  way 
4  to  rny  ruin,  and  fhew  a  weakncis  that 
4   I  did  not  believe  was  in  me.' 

4  Well,'  faid  he,  '  you  may  fay  what 
4  you  have  overheard ;  for  in  not  an- 
4  fwcring  me  directly,  you  put  my  foul 
4  upon  the  rack  ;  and  half  the  trouble  I 
4  have  had  \vlthjou  would  have  brought 
4  to  my  arms  one  of  the  fineft  ladies  in 
4  England. ' 

4  O  Sir,'  faid  T,  *  my  virtue  is  as  dear 
4  to  me,  as  if  1  was  of  the  highcft  qua- 
4  lity  5  und  my  doubts  (for  which  you 

4  know 
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know  I  have  had  too  much  reafbn) 
have  made  me  troublefome.  But  now, 
Sir,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  heard,  which 
has  given  me  great  uneafaiefs. 
'  You  talked  to  Mrs.  Jewkes  of  hav- 
ing begun  wrong  with  me,  in  trying 
to  fubdue  me  with  terror,  and  of  froli, 
and  fuch-like;  you  remember  it  well  : 
and  that  you  would,  for  the  future, 
change  your  conduct,  and  try  to  melt 
me,  that  was  your  word,  by  kindnefs. 

*  I  fear  not,  Sir,  the  grace  of  God 
fupporting  me,  that  any  a£ls  of  kind- 
nefs would  make  me  forget  what  I  owe 
to  my  virtue  j  but,  Sir,  I  may,  I  find, 
be  made  more  miferable  by  fuch  ac~ls, 
than  by  terror  j  becaufe  my  nature  is 
too  frank  and  open  to  make  me  wifh 
to  be  ungrateful :  and  if  I  mould  be 
taught  a  leflfon  I  never  yet  learnt,  with 
what  regret  mould  I  defcend  to  the 
grave,  to  think  that  I  could  not  hate 
my  undoer  :  and  that,  at  the  lall  great 
day,  I  mud  Hand  up  as  an  accuier  of 
the  poor  unhappy  foul,  that  I  could 
wifh  it  in  my  power  to  fave  !' 

*  Exalted  girl!'   faid  he,    'what   a 
thought  is  that!  Why,  now,  Pamela, 
you  excel  yourfelf!   You  have  given 
me  a  hint  that  will  hold  me  long.  But, 
fweet  creature,'  laid  he,  '  tell  me  what 
is   this  leflbn,  which   you  never  yet 
learnt,  and  which  you  are  fc  afraid  of 
learning  ?' 

*  If,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  will  again  ge- 
neroufly  fpare  my  confufion,  I  need 
not  fpeak  it :  but  this  I  will  fay,  in  an- 
iwer  to  the  queftion  you  feem  moil  fb- 
licitous about,  that  I  know  nottheman 
breathing  that  I  would  wifh  to  be  mar- 
ried to,  or  that  ever  I  thought  of  with 
fuch  an  idea.  I  had  brought  my  mind 
fo  to  love  poverty,  that  I  hoped  for  no- 
thing but  to  return  to  the  bell,  though 
the  poorefl  of  parents  ;  and  to  employ 
myfelf  in  ferving  God,  and  comfort- 
ing them;  and  you  know  not,  Sir,  how 
you  difappointed  thofe  hopes,  and  my 
propofed  honeil  pleafures,  when  you 
fent  me  hither.' 

*  Well,  then,*  faid  he,  '  I  may  pro- 
mife  myfelf,  that  neither  the  parfon, 
nor  any  other  man,  is  any  the  lead  fe- 
cret  motive  to  your  ftedfad  refufal  of 
my  offers?' — '  Indeed,   Sir/  faid  I, 
you  may  ;  and,  as  you  was  pleafed  to 
afk,  I  anfwer,  that  I  have  not  the  leaft 
fhadow  of  a  wifh,  or  thought  for  any 
man  living.' 

*  But,'  faid  he,  ('  for  I  am  fooliflily 


4  jealous,  and  yet  it  fiiews  my  fondnefs 
4  for  you)  have  you  not  encouraged 
'  Williams  to  thi«£you  will  have  him  ?' 
— '  Indeed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  c  I  "have  not; 
4  but  the  very  contrary.' — «  And  would 
f  you  not  have  had  him,'  faid  he,  '  if 
'  you  had  got  away  by  his  means  ?'— 
4  I  had  refolved,  Sir,'  faid  I,  <  in  my 

*  mind,  otherwife  j  and  he  knew  it ;  and 
'  the  poor  man — '     <  I  charge  you, 'laid 
he,  (  fay  not  a  word  in  his  favour  !  You 
4  will  excite  a  whirlwind  in  my  foul,  if 
'  you  name  him  with  kindnefs  }  and  then 
4  you'll  be  borne  away  with  the  temped.' 

4  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  I  have  done ! ' — '  Nay,' 
faid  he,  4  but  do  not  have  done,  let  me 
'  know  the  whole.  If  you  have  any  re- 
4  gard  for  him,  fpeak  out  j  for  it  would 
f  end  fearfully  for  you,  for  me,  and  for 
-'  him,  if  I  found,  that  you  difguifed  any 
4  fecret  of  your  foul  from  me,  in  this 
f  nice  particular.' 

'  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  if  I  have  -ever  given 
4  you  caufe  to  think  me  fmcere— '  *  Say 

*  then,'  faid  he,  interrupting  me  with 
great  vehemence,  and  taking  both  my 
hands  between  his,  '  fay,  that  you  now, 

*  in  the  prefence  of  God,  declare,  that 

*  y«u  have  not  any  the  mod  hidden  re- 
4  gard  for  Williams,  or  any  other  man . ' 

4 '  Sir,'  laid  I,  « I  do.  As  God  mail 
'  blef's  me,  and  preferve  my  innocence, 
4  I  have  not.'—'  Well,'  faid  he,  <  I  will 
4  believe  you,  Pamela  ;  and  in  time,  per - 

*  haps,  I  may  better  bear  that  man's 

*  name.     And,  if  I  am  convinced  that 
4  you  are  not  prepoffeffed,  my  vanity 
4  makes  me  affured,  that  I  need  not  to 
4  fear  a^place  in  your  efleem,  equal,  if 
4  not  preferable,  to  any  man  in  Eng- 
4  land.    But  yet  it  dings  my  pride  ta  tht 
4  quick,  that  you  was  fo  eafily  brought, 
4  and  at  fuch  a  fhort  acquaintance,  to 
4  run  away  with  that  college  novice !' 

4  O  good  Sir,'  faid  1, 4  may  I  be  heard 
4  one  thing  ?  And  though  I  bring  upon- 
4  me  your  highefl  indignation,  I  will 
4  tell  yoti,  perhaps,  the  unneceffary  and 
4  imprudent,  but  yet  the  whole  truth. 

*  My  honefly  (I  am  poor  and  lowly, 
4  and  am  not  intitled  to  call  it  honour) 
4  was  in  danger.  I  faw  no  means  of 
4  fecuring  myfelf  from  your  avowed  at- 
4  tempts.  You  had  fhewed  you  would 
4  not  dick  at  little  matters  ;  and  what, 
4  Sir,  could  any-body  have  thought  of 
4  "my  fmcerity ,  in  preferring  that  to  all 
4  other  considerations,  if  I  had  not 
4  efcaped  from  thefe  dangers,  if  I  could 
4  have  found  any  way  for  it  ?  I  am  not 
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t  going  to  fay  any-thing  for  him  5  but, 
«  indeed,  indeed,  Sir,  I  was  the  caufe  of 

*  putting  him  upon  aflifting  me  in  my 
'  efcape.     I   got  him  to   acquaint  me 
'  what  gentry  there  were  in  the  neigh - 
'  bourhood  that  I  might  fly  to;    and 

*  prevailed  upon  him Don't  frown 

<  at  me,  good  Sir ;  for  I  muft  tell  you 
'  the  whole  truth to  apply  to  one 

*  Lady  Jones  ;  to  Lady  Darnford  ;  and 

*  he  was  fo  good  to  apply  to  Mr.  Peters, 
'  the  minifter  :  but  they  all  refufed  me  ; 
'  and  then  it  was  he  let  me  know,  that 

*  there  was  no  honourable  way  but  mar- 

*  riage.  That  I  declined;  and  he  agreed 

*  to  affift  me  for  God's  fake.' 

*  Now,'  faid  he,  «  you  are  going — '  I 
boldly  put  my  hand  before  his  mouth, 
hardly    knowing    the    liberty  I    took: 

*  Pray,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  don't  be  angry;  I 
'  have  jufl  done — I  would  only  fay,  that 

*  rather  than  have  ftaid  to  be  ruined,  I 
'  would  have  thrown  myfelf  upon  the 
'  pooreft  beggar  that  ever*  the  world  faw, 
'  if  I  thouglit  him  honeft. — And  I  hope, 
'  when  you  duly  weigh  all  matters,  you 

*  will  forgive  me,  and  not  think  me  fo 
'  bold,  and  fo  forward,  as  you  have  been 
«  pleafed  to  call  me.' 

«  Well,'  faid  he, '  even  in  this  your  laft 

*  fpeech,  which,  let  me  tell  you,  fhews 
'  more  your  honefty  of  heart  than  your 

*  prudence,  you  have   not   over-much 

*  pleafed  me.    But  I  muft  love  you ;  and 

*  that  vexes  me  not  a  little.    Bat  tell  me, 

*  Pamela,  for  now  the  former  queftion 

*  recurs:    fmce  you  fo  much  prize  your 

*  honour  and  your  virtue;   fmce  all  at- 

*  tempts  againft  that  are  fo  odious  to  you ; 
'  and  fmce  I  have  avowedly  made  feveral 

*  of  thefe  attempts ;  do  you  think  it  is 
'  poffible  for  you  to  love  me  preferably 

*  to  any  other  of  my  fex  ?' 

*  Ah!  Sir,'  faid  I, '  and  here  my  doubt 

*  recurs  thai  you  may  thus  gracioudy  uie 
'  me,  to  take  advantage  of  my  credulity.' 

-  '  Still  perverfe  and  doubting1.1  faid  he 
»— f  Cannotyou  takemeas  1  am  at  prefent  ? 

*  and  that,  I  have  told  you,  is  fmcere  and 

*  undefigning,  whatever  I  may  be  here- 

*  after.' 

*  Ah !  Sir,'  replied  T, «  what  can  I  fay  ? 

*  — I  have  already  laid  too  much,  if  this 
'  dreadful  hereafter  fliould  take  place. 

*  Don't  bid  me  fay  how  well  I  can — .' 
And  then,'my  face  glowing  as  the  fire,  I, 
all  abafhed,  leaned  upon  his  moulder,  to 
Jiide  my  confufion. 

He  clafped  me  to  him  with  great  ar- 
dour, and  faid — '  Hide  your  dear  face  in 

*  my  bofom,  my  beloved  Pamela  j  your 


innocent 'freedoms   charm   me! — But 
then  fay,  how  well — what  ?' 
'  If  you  will  be  good,1  laid  1,  *  to 
your  poor  fervant,  and  fpareher,!  can- 
not fay  too  much  !    But  if  not,  I  am 
doubly  undone  ! — Undone  indeed  ! 
Said  he — *  I  hope  my  prefent  temper 
:  will  hold ;  for  I  tell  you  frankly,  that 
1  I  have  known  in  this  agreeable  hour, 
!  more  fmcere  pleafure,  than  I  have  ex- 
1  perienced  in  all  the  guilty  tumults  that 
'  -my  deliring  foul  compelled  me  into,  in 
1  the  hopes  of  ooffeffing  you  on  my  own 
t  terms.     And,  Pamela,  you  mu'fi  pray 
'  for  the  continuance  of  this  temper;  and 

*  I  hope  your  prayers  will  get  the  better 

*  of  my  temptations.' 

This  fvveet  goodnefs  overpowered  all 
my  referves,  I  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet, 
and  embraced  his  knees :  *  What  plea- 
1  fure,  Sir,  you  give  me  at  thefe  gracious 

*  words,  is  not  lent  your  poor  fervant  to 

*  exprefs! — I  fliall  be  too  much  reward  - 
'  ed  for  all  my  fufferings,  if  this  goodnefs 
'  hold !   God  grant  it  may  for  your  own. 

*  {bill's  fake, as  well  as  mine.   And,  Oh! 

*  how  happy  (hould  I  be,  if — .' 

He  ftopt  me,  and  faid — '  But  my  dear 
'  girl,  what  muft:  we  do  about  the  world, 

*  and  the  world's  cenfure? — Indeed,  I 

*  cannot  marry?'  ^ 
Now  was  I  again  (truck  all  of  aheap. 

However,    foon    recollecling    myfelf— 
'  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  I  have  not  the  presumption 
'  to  hope  fuch  an  honour.     If  I  may  be   / 
'  permitted  to  return  in  peace  andfafety 

*  to  my  poor  parents,  to  pray  for  you 
'  there,  it  is  all  I  at  prefent  requtft  !— 

*  This,  Sir,  after  allr-my  appreheniions, 

*  and  dangers,  will  be  a  great  pleafure, 

*  to  me.    And,  if  I  know  my  own  poor 
<  heart,  I  mail  wifh  you  happy  in  n  lady 
'  of  fuitable  degree;    and  rejoice  moft 
4  fmcerely  in  every  circumftance  that 
'  fliall  make  for  the  happinefs.  of  my  late 

*  good  lady's  molt  beloved  fon.' 

'  Wall,'  faid  he,  *  this  converfation, 

*  Pamel^  is  gone  farther  than  I  intended 
f  it.  You  need  not  be  afraid,  at  this  rate, 

•  '  of  truiUng  yourfelf  with  me:    but  it  is 

*  I,  that  ought  to  be  doubtful  of  myfeif, 
1  when  I  am  \v\t\\yoit, — but,  before  I 
'  fay  any-thing  further  on  this  fubjecl,  I 

*  will  take  my  proud  heart  to  talk  5  and, 

*  till  then,  let  every  thing  be  as  if  this 

*  converfation  had  never  palled.    Only, 
1  let  me  tell  you,  that  the  more  confidence 
'  you    place  in    me,    the    more   you'll 
c  oblige  me  :  but  your  doubts  will  only 

*  beget  caufe  of  doubts.'  And  with  this 
ambiguous  laying,  he  faluted  me  with' 

*  aniore 
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a  more  formal  manner,  if  I  may  fo  lay, 
than  before,  and  lent  me  his  hand ;  and 
fo  we  walked  toward  the  houie,  fide-by- 
fide,  he  teeming  veiy  thoughtful  and 
penfive,  as  if  he  had  already  repented  him 
cf  hisgoodnefs. 


rately  wicked  is  the  heart  of  man !— Anrf 
where  could  he  learn  all  theie  barbarous 
arts  ? — If  fo,  it  mull  be  native  furely  to 
the  lex! — But,  filentbe  my  rafh  ceniur- 
ings;  be  huflied,  ye  ftormy  tumults  of 
my  difturhed  mind;  for  have  I  not  a  fa- 
ther who  is  a  man ! — A  man  who  knows 


What  fliallldo,whatfteps.take,  if  ail      no  guile!  who  would  do  no 


this  be  defigning ! — O  the  perplexities  of 
thefe  cruel  doubtings! — To  be  Cure,  if 
he  be  falfe,  as  I  may  call  it,  I  have  gone 
too  far,  much  too  far ! — I  am  ready,  on 
the  apprehenfion  of  this,  to  bite  my  for- 
ward tongue  (or  rather  to  beat  my  more 
forward  heart,  that  dictated  to  that  pool- 
machine,)  for  what  I  have  faid.  But 
{lire,  at  leaft,  he  muft  be  fmcere  for  the 
time  i — He  could  not  be  fuch  a  praclifed 
cftrTembler ! — If  he  coulcj,  O  how  defpe- 


who  would  not  deceive  or  opprefs,  to 
gain  a  kingdom  ! — How  then  can  I  think 
it  is  native  to  the  fex  ?  And  I  muft  alfo 
hope  my  good  lady's  fon  cannot  be  the 
ivor/l  of  men  '.—If  he  is,  hard  the  lot  of 
the  excellent  woman  that  bore  him!— 
But  much  harder  the  hap  of  your  pooi 
Pamela,  who  has  fallen  into  fuch  hand;,! 
—But  yet  I  will  truft  in  God,  and  hope 
the  beft;  and  fo  lay  down  my  tired  pen 
for  this  time. 


END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLUME, 
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THE    JOURNAL    CONTINUED^ 


THURSDAY    MORNING. 

OMEBODY  rapped  at 
our  chamber  -  door  this 
morning,  loon  after  it  was 
light :  Mrs.  Jewkes  afked 
who  it  was'!  My  mafter 
faid, '  Open  the  door,  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes!'— '  O/   fidd  I,   *  for  God's 

*  -fake,   Mrs.   Jewkes,   don't.' — *   In- 
•<  deed,' laid  (he,  'but  I  muft.' — 'Then/ 
faid  I,  and  clung  about  her,  '  let  me  flip 
'  ,on  my  -deaths  fir  ft.'     But  he  rapped 
s.gain,  and  (he  broke  from  me;  and  I 
v/as  frighted  out  of  my  wits,  and  folded 
*nyfelf  in  the  bed-cloaths.     He  entered, 
and  faid — '  What,  Pamela,  fo  fearful, 

after  what  paffed  yefterday  between 

us  !' — '  O  Sir,  Sir,'  faid  I, '  I  fear  my 

prayers  have  wanted  their  wifhed  effect. 

Pray,  good   Sir,  confider — '  He  fat 

!o\vn  on   the  bed- fide,  and  interrupted 

iie — '  No  need  of  your  foolifh  fears  ;  I 

(hall  fay  but  a  word  or  two,  and  go 

away. 

'  After  you  went  xip  ftairs/  faid  he, 
I  had  an  invitation  to  a  ball,  which  ic 
to  be  this  night  at  Stamford,  on  occa- 
fion  of  a  wedding  j  and  I  am  going 
to  call  on  Sir  Simon,  and  his  lady  and 
daughters  ;  for  the  bride  is  a  relation 
of  theirs :  fo  I  mail  not  be  at  home  tHl 
-Saturday—I  come  therefore  to  cautioa 


you,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  before  Pamela  (that 
(he  may  .not  wonder  at  being  clofer 
confined,  than  for  thefe  three  or  four 
days  paft,)  that  nobody  fees  her, 
nor  delivers  any  letter  to  her,  in  tl»  it 
fpace  5  for  a  perfon  has  been  feen  lurk- 
ing about,  and  enquiring  after  her, 
and  I  have  beer  well  informed,  that 
either  Mrs.  Jervis,  or  Mr.  Longman, 
has  written  a  letter,  with  a  defign  of 
hawing  it  conveyed  to  her :— and/ faid 

le,  *  you  muft  know,  Pamela,  that  I 
have  ordered  Mr.  Longman  to  give 
up  his  accounts,  and  have  difmilfed 
Jonathan,  and  Mrs.  Jervis,  (ince  I 
have  been  here;  far  their  behaviour 
has  been  intolerable  5  and  they  have 
made  fuch  a  breach  between  my  fifter 
Davers  and  me,  as  we  (hall  never,  per- 
haps, make  up*  Now,  Pamela,  I  mall 
take  it  kindly  in  you,  if  you  will  con- 
fine yovirfelf  to  your  chamber  pretty 
much  for  the  time  I  am  abfent,  and 
not  give  Mrs.  Jewkes  caufe  of  trouble 
or  uneafmefs  ;  and  the  rather,  as  you. 
know  (lie  a&s  by  my  orders.' 
1  Alas!  Sir,'  faid  1,  <  I  fear  all  thefe 
good  people  have  fufferedfornry  fakei* 

— *  Why/  faid  he,  'I  believe  fo  too; 
and  there  never  was  a  girl  of  your  in- 
nocence, thatfet  a  large  family  in  fuch 
an  uproar,  furely. — But  let  that  pals. 
You  know  both  of  you  my  mind,  and, 
S  'Jn 
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in  part,  the  reafon  of  it.  I  fhall  only 
fay,  that  I  have  had  fuch  a  letter  from 
my  filter,  as  I  could  not  have  expecl- 
ed  j  and,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  *  neither 
you  nor  I  have  reafon  to  thank  her,  as 
you  fhall  know,  perhaps,  at  my  re- 
turn.— I  go  in  my  coach,  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
becaufe  I  take  Lady  Darnford,  and 
Mr.  Peters' s  niece,  and  one  of  Lady 
Darnford's  daughters,  along  with  mej 
aod  Sir  Simon  and  his  other  daughter 
go  in  his  chariot:  fo  let  all  the  gates 
be  fattened;  and  don't  take  any  airing 
in  either  of  the  chariots,  nor  let  any 
body  go  to  the  gate,  without  you, 
Mrs.  Jewkes.' — '  I'll  be  lure,'  faid  fhe, 
to  obey  your  honour/ 
'  I  will  give  Mrs.  Jewkes  no  trou- 
ble, Sir,'  laid  I ;  l  and  will  keep  pretty 
much  in  my  chamber,  and  not  ftir  fo 
much  as  into  the  garden  without  her  j 
to  mew  you  I  will  obey  in  every  thing 
I  can.  But  I  begin  to  fear — '  *  .Ay,1 
aid  he,  '  more  plots  and  contrivances 
don't  you  !  But  I'll  affure  you,  you 
never  had  lefs  reafon  j  and  I  tell  you 
the  truth  j  for  I  am  really  going  to 
Stamford,  this  time  ;  and  upon  the  oc- 
cafion  I  tell  you.  And  fo,  Pamela, 
give  me  your  hand,  and  one  kifs  5  and 
then  I  am  gone." 

I  durft  not  refiife,  and  faid — «  God 
blefs  you,  Sir,  wherever  you  go  !  But 
I  am  forry  for  what  you  tell  me  about 
your  fervants  !' 

He  and  Mrs.  Jewkes  had  a  little  talk 
without  the  door;  and  I  heard  her  fay — 
?  You  may  depend,  Sir,  upon  my  care 
*  and  vigilance.' 

He  went  in  his  coach,  as  he  faid  he 
fliould,  and  verv  richly  dreifed,  which 
looks  as  if  what  he  laid  was  likely  :  but 
really  I  have  been  ufed  to  fo  many  tricks, 
and  plots,  and  fin-prizes,  that  I  know 
not  what  to  think.  But  I  mourn  for 
poor  Mrs.  Jervrs.  So  -here  is  parfon 
Williams  ;  here's  poor  naughty  John  ; 
here  is  good  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  Mr.  Long- 
nian,  and  Mr.  Jonathan,  turned  away 
for  me  !  Mr.  Longman  is  rich  indeed, 
and  fo  need  the  lels  matter  it  ;  but  I 
know  it  will  grieve  him  :  and  for  poor 
Mr.  Jonathan,  I  am  fure  it  will  cut 
that  good  old  iervar.t  to  the  heart.  Alas 
for  me  !  what  mifcliiefs  am  I  the  occa- 
fion  of !  Or,  rather,  my  matter,  whole 
actions  towards  me  have  made  fo  many 
of  my  kind  friends  forfeit  his  favour, 
i  ov  my  lake  I 


I  am  very  fad  about  thefe  things :  if 
he  really  loved  me,  methinks  he  Thoujd 
not  be  fb  angry,  that  his  fervants  loved 
me  too.  I  know  not  what  to  think  1 


FRIDAY    NIGHT. 

THave  removed  my  papers  from  under 
the  rofe-buih ;  for  I  law  the  gardener 
begin  to  dig  near  that  fpot  j'and  I  was 
afraid  he  would  find  them. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  and  I  were  looking  yef- 
terday  through  the  iron  gate  that  fronts 
the  elms  ;  and  a  gypfey-like  body  made 
up  to  us,  and 'laid — «  If,  Madam,  you 

*  will  give  me  feme  broken  victuals,  I 
'  will  tell  you  both  your  fortunes/     I 
faid — '  Let  us  hear  our  fortunes,  Mrs. 
'  Jewkes.'      She  faid—'  I    don't  like 
'  theie  fort  of  people  :  but  we  will  hear 
'  what  flie'll  fay  to  us,  however.  I /han't 
'  fetch  you  any  victuals,  woman;  but 
'  I  will  give  you  fome  pence,'  laid  me. 

But  Nan  coining  out,  me  faid — '  Fetch 
'  fome  bread,  and  fome  of  the  cold  meat, 

*  and  you  mall  have  your  fortune  told. 

*  Nan.' 

This  you'll  think,  like  fome  of  my 
other  matters,  a  very  trifling  thing  to 
write  about.  But  mark  the  difcovery  of 
a  dreadful  plot,  which  I  have  made  by 
it.  O  blefs  me  !  what  can  I  think  of 
this  naughty,  this  very  naughty  gentle- 
man !  Now  will  I  hate  him  moft  hear- 
tily. Thus  it  was : 

Mrs.  Jewkes  had  no  fufpicion  of  the 
woman,  the  iron  gate  being  locked,  and 
flie  on  the  outfide,  and  we  on  the  infide  : 
and  ib  put  her  hand  through.  She  laid, 
muttering  over  a  parcel  of  cramp  words— 
'  Why,  Madam,  you  will  many  foon,  I 
'  can  tell  you.'  At  that,  me  feemed 
pleafed,  and  faid — '  I  am  glad  to  'hear 
'  that ;'  and  mock  her  fat  iides  with 
laughing.  The  woman  looked  moft  ear- 
neftly  at  we,  all  the  time,  and  as  if  fhe. 
halt  meaning.  Then  it  came  into  my 
hcadj .  from  my  mailer's  caution,  that 
pciTibly  this  woman  might  be  employed 
to  try  to  get  a  letter  into  my  hands;  and 
I  was  refolved  to  watch  ail  her  motions. 
So  Mrs.  Jewkes  faid—4  What  fort  of  a 
«  man  fha-11  I  have,  pray?'—'  Why,1 
faid  fhe,  v  a  man  younger  than  yourfeif  5 

*  and  a  very  good  hulband  he'll  prove.* 
—-'  I  am  glad  of  that,'  faid  fhe ;  and 

laughed, 
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laughed  again.     e  Come,  Madam,  let 
'  us  hear  your  fortune.1 

The  woman  came  to  me,  and  took 
my  hand,  *  O  '/  faid  fhe,  *  I  cannot  tell 

*  your  fortune :  your  hand  is  fo  white 

*  and  fine,  I  cannot  fee  the  lines:  b-.it/ 
faid  ihe,  and  ftooping,  pulled  up  a  little 
tuft  of  grafs,  *  1  have  a  way  for  that  ;' 
and  fo  rubbed  my  hand  with  the  mould- 
part  of  the  tuft :  *  Now,'  faid  Ihe,  '  I  can 

*  fee  the  lines.' 

Mrs.  Jewkes  was  veiy  watchful  of  all 

her  ways,  and  took  the  tuft,  and  looked 

upon  it,  left  any  thing  mould  be  in  that. 

And   then  the  woman  faid — '  Here  is 

the  line  of  Jupiter,  crofting  the  line  of 

life  ;  and  Mars — Odd  !    my    pretty 

miftrefs,'  faid  fhe,  «  you  had  belt  take 

care  of  yourfelf :  for  you  are  hard  be- 

fet,  I'll  affure  you.     You  will  never 

be  married,  I  can  fee  ;  and  will  die  of 

your  firft  child." — '  Out  upon  thee, 

woman!'  faid  I,  *  better  thou  hadii 

never  come  here.* 

Said  Mrs.  Jewkes,  whifpering — *  I 
don't  like  this  :  it  looks  like  a  cheat : 
pray,  Mrs.  Pamela,  go  in,  this  mo- 
ment/— '  So  I  will/  faid  1 ;  '  for  I 
have  enough  of  fortune-telling.'  And 
in  I  went. 

The  woman  wanted  fadly  to  tell  me 
more,  which  made  Mrs.  Jewkes  threaten 
her,  fufpecling  (till  the  more;  and  away 
the  woman  went,  having  told  Nan  her 
fortune,  that  fhe  would  be  drowned. 

This  thing  ran  ftrongly  in  all  our  heads; 
and  we  went,  an  hour  after,  to  fee  if  the 
woman  was  lurking  about,  and  took 
Mr.  Colbrand  for  our  guard.  Looking 
through  the  iron  gate,  he  fpied  a  man 
fauntering  about  the  middle  of  the  walk; 
which  filled  Mi's.  Jewkes  with  dill  more 
fufplcions ;  and  me  faid — *  Mr.  Col- 

*  brand,  you  .and  I  will  walk  towards 

*  this  fellow,  and  fee  what  he  faunters 
e  therefor: — and  Nan,  do 'you  and  Ma  - 

*  dam  ftay  at  the  gate/ 

So  they  opened  the  iron  gate,  and 
walked  down  towards  the  man;  and, 
guefling  the  woman,  if  employed,  nrift 
mean  fomethingby  the  tuft  of  graib,  I 
caft  my  eye  that  way,  whence  fhe  y  'led 
it,  and  faw  more- grafs  feerningly  pulled 
up  :  then  I  doubted  not  fomething  was 
there  for  me ;  fo  I  walked  to  it,  and 
ftanding  over  it,  faid  to  Nan — '  That's 

*  a  pretty  fort  of  wild  flower,  that  grows 
4  yonder,  near  the  elm,  'he  fifth  from  us 

*  on  the  left ;  pray  pull  it  for  me/    Said 
&fr— *  It  is  a  common  weed/ 


faid  I,  •'  but  pull  it  for  me ;  there  are 

*  fometimes  beautiful  colours  in  a  weed/ 
While  me  went  on,  I  (looped,  and 

pulled  up  a  good  handful  of  the  grafs, 
and  in  it  a  bit  of  paper,  which  I  put  in- 
llantiy  in  my  bolom,  and  dropped  the 
grafs ;  and  my  heart  went  pit-a-pat  at 
the  odd  adventure.  Said  I — *  Let's  go 
'  in,  Mrs.  Ann/ — *  No,'  faid  fhe; '  we 
'  mult  ftay  till  Mrs.  Jewkes  comes/ 

I  was  all  impatience  to  read  this  pa- 
per :  and  when  Colbrand  and  fhe  re- 
turned, I  went  in.     Said  fhe — *  Certain- 
ly there  is  fome  reafon  for  my  mailer's 
caution :   I  can  make  nothing  of  this 
fauntering    fellow;  but,   to    be  fure, 
there  was  fbirie  roguery  in  the  gyp- 
fey/—  <  Well,'  faid  I,  <  .if  there  was, 
fhe  loft  her  aim,  you  fee!" — 'Aye, 
( Very  true,'  faid^flie;  '  but  that  was  ovv- 
'  ing  to  my  watchfulnefs;  and  you  was 
very  good  to  go  away  when  I  fpoke  to 
you/ 

"I  haded  up -flairs  to  my  clofet,  and 
found  the  billet  to  contain,  in  a  hand  that 
feemed  difguifed,  and  bad  fpellingj  the 
following  words. 

*  HP W  E  N  T Y  contrivances  have  been 

•*•  '  thought  of  to  let  you  know  your 
danger;  but  all  have  proved  in  vain. 
Your  friends  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late 
to  give  you  this  caution,  if  it  reaches 
your  hands.  The  f^uire  is  abiblutely 
determined  to  ruin  you  ;  and  becaufe 
he  defpairs  of  any  other  way,  he  will 
pretend  great  love  andkindnefstoyou, 
and  that  he  will  marry  you.  You  may 
expecl:  a  parfon,  for  this  purnofe,  in  a 
few  days;  but  it  is  a  fly,  artful  fellow 
of  a  broken  attorney,  that  he  has  hired 
to  peribnate  a  miniiter.  The  man  has 
a  broad  face,  pitted  much  with  the 
fmnil-pcjc,  and  is  a  very  good  compa- 
nion. So  take  care  of  yourfelf.  Doubt 
not  this  advice.  Perhaps  you'll  have 
had  but  too  much  reafon  already  to 
coafirm  you  in  the  truth  of  it.  From 
your  zealous  well-wifher, 

' SOMEBODY/ 

Now,  my  dear  father  and  mother* 
what  mall  we  fay  of  this  truly  diabolical 
matter!  O  how  mail  I  find  words  to 
paint  my  griefs,  and  his  deceit!  I  have 
as  good  as  conferred  I  love  him;  but,  in- 
deed, it  was  on  fuppofmg  him  good.— - 
This,  however,  has  gi yen  him  too  much 
advantage.  But  now  I  will  break  this 
wicked  forward  li«rut  of  mine^  if  it  will 


S  a 


not 
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not  be  taught  to  hate  him!  O  what  a 
black  diimal  heart  muft  he  have !  So  here 
is- a  plot  to  ruin  me,  and  by  my  own 
confent  too! — No  wonder  he  did  not 
improve  his  wicked  opportunities,  (which 
I  thought  owing  to  remorfe  for  his  fin, 
and  companion  for  me)  when  he  had 
jfuch  a  project  as  this  in  reierve  f — Here 
ihould  I  have  been  deluded  with  the 
hopes  of  a  happinefs  that  my  higheil  am- 
bition could  have  afpired  to ! — But  how 
dreadful  muft  have  been  my  lot,  when  I 
had  found  myielf  an  undone  creature, 
and  a  guilty  harlot,  inftead  of  a  lawful 
wife  ?  Oh !  this  is  indeed  too  much,  too 
much,  for  your  poor  Pamela  to  fupportl 
This  is  the  worfe,  as  I  hoped  all  the 
worftwas  over;  and  that  I  had  theplea- 
fiire  of  beholding  a.  reclaimed  man,  and 
not  an  abandoned  libertine.  What  now 
muft  your  poor  daughter  do !  Now  all 
her  hopes  are  darned  1  And  if  this  fails 
him,  then  comes,  to  be  fure,  my  forced 
difgrace!  for  this  mews  he  will  never  leave 
till  he  has  ruined  me!— O  the  wretched, 
wretched  Pamela! 


SATURDAY  NOON,  ONE  0  CLOCK. 

MY  matter  is  come  home->  and,  to  be 
fure,  has  been  where  he  laid.  So 
once  he  has  told  truth;  and  this  matter 
feems  to  be  gone  off  without  a  plot :  no 
doubt  he  depends  upon  his  mam  wicked 
marriage !  He  has  brought  a  gentleman 
with  him  to  dinner;  and  fo  I  have  not 
ieen  him  yet. 


TWO  O'CLOCK, 

I  Am  very  forrowful,  and  ftill  have 
greater  reifon  ;  for  juft  now,  as  I  was 
in  my  clofet,  opening  the  parcel  I  had  hid 
under  the  rofe-bufh,  to  fee  if  it  was  da- 
maged by  lying  fo  long,  Mrs.  Jtwkes 
came  upcn  me  by  furprize,  and  laid  her 
hands  upon  it;  for  me  had  been  looking 
through  the  key-hole,  it  feems. 

I  knew  not  what  I  mall  do !  For  row 
lie  will  fee  all  my  private  thoughts  of 
lira,  and  all,  my  fecrets,  as  I  may  fay. 
What  a  carelefs  creature  I  am  !— To  be 
lure  I  deferve  to  be  puniihed. 

You  know~  I  had  the  good  luck,  by 
Mr.  Williams'" s  means,  to  fend  you  all 
:my  papers,  down  to  Sunday  night,  the 
i  /  :h  day  Ojf  my  imprifonment.  But  now 
•i*tu  £*pen  contain  all  my  matters  from 


that  time,  to  Wednefday  tne  a 7th  day  d? 
my  diftrefs :  and,  which  as  y^ou  may  now, 
perhaps,  never  fee,  I  will  briefly  mention 
the  con  tents  to  you. 

In  thefe  papers,  then,  are  included,  an 
account  of  Mrs.  Jewkes's  arts  to  draw 
me  in  to  approve  of  Mr.  Williams's  pro- 
pofal  for  marriage;  and  myrefufmg  to 
do  fo;  and  defiring  you  not  to  encourage 
his  fuit  to  me.     Mr.  Williams's  being 
wickedly  robbed,  and  a  yiiit  of  hers  to 
him;  whereby  me  discovered  all  his  fe- 
crets.    How  I  was  inclined  to  get  off, 
while  flie  was  gone,  but  was  ridiculoufly 
prevented  by  my  foolifh  fears,  &c.    My 
having  the  key  of  the  back-door.     Mrs. 
Jewkes's  writing  to  my  matter  all  the 
fecrets  me  had  difcovered  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams; and  her  behaviour  to  me  and  him 
upon  it.      Continuance   of  my   corre- 
fpondence  with  Mr.  Williams  by  the 
tiles;  begun  in  the  parcel  you  had.    My 
reproaches  to  him  for  thus  revealing  him- 
felf  to  Mrs.  Jewkes ;  and  his  letter  to  me 
in  aniwer,  threatening  to  expofe  my  ma- 
fter,  if  he  deceived  him;  mentioning  in  ft 
John  Arnold's  correfpondence  with  hinrj 
and  a  letter  which  John  fent',  and  was 
intercepted,  as  it  feems.     Of  the  corre- 
fpondence being  carried  on  by  a  friend 
of  his  at  Gainfborough :  of  the  horfe  he 
was  to  provide  for  me,  and  one  for  him- 
felf.  Of  what  Mr.  Williams  had  owned 
to  Mrs.  Jewkes;  and  of  my  difcouraging 
his   propoials.      Then   it   contained  a 
prefiing  letter  of  mine  to  him,  urging 
my  efcape  before  my  mailer  came;  with 
his   half-angry  aniwer  to  me.      Your 
good  letter  to  me,  my  dear  father,  fent 
to  me  by  Mr.  Wiliiams's  conveyance;  in 
which  you  would  have    me  encourage 
Mr.  Williams,  but  leave  it  to  me;  and  in 
which,  fortunately  enough,  you  take  no* 
tire  of  my  being  uninclined  to  many  .— 
My  earned  defire  to  be  with  you.     The 
fubftance  of  my  anfwer  to  Mr.  Williams*, 
exprefiing  more  patience,  &c.     A  dread*- 
ful  letter  of  my  mailer  to  Mrs.  Jewkes; 
which,  by  mitlake,  was  directed  to  me; 
and  one  to  me,  directed  by  like  miilake 
to  her;  and  very  free  reflections  of  mine 
upon  both.     The  concern  I  expreffed  for 
Mr. Williams's  bein^;  taken  in,  deceived^ 
and  ruined.  An  account  of  Mrs.  Jewkes's 
glorying  in  her  wicked  fidelity.     A  fad 
defcription  I  gave  of  Mouiieur  Colbrand  , 
a  perfon.  he  fent  down  to   a/Till  Mrs. 
Jewkes  in  watching  me.      How   Mr. 
Williams  was  arrefted,  and  thrown  into 
gaol j.  and  the  concern  I  exnreffed  upos 

it; 
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it;  and  my  free  reflexions  on  my  mafter 
for  ir.  A  prqie&ed  contrivance  of  mine, 
to  get  away  out  of  the  window,  and  by 
the  back-door;  and  throwing  my  petti- 
coat and  handkerchief  into  the  pond  to 
amufe  them,  while  I  got  off:  an  attempt 
that  had  like  to  have  ended  very  dread- 
fully for  me !  My  further  concern  for 
Mr.  Williams' s  ruin,  on  my  account: 
and,  laftly,  my  overhearing  Mrs.  Jewkes 
brag  of  her  contrivance  to  rob  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, in  order  to  get  at  my  papers; 
which,  however,  he  preferved,  and  fent 
fafeto  you. 

Thefe,  down  to  the  execution  of  my 
-unfortunate  plot  to  efcape,  are,  to  the 
beft  of  my  remembrance,  the  contents  of 
the  papers  which  this  mercilefs  woman 
feized  :  for,  how  badly  I  came  off,  and 
what  followed,  I  ftill  have  fafe,  as  I  hope, 
fewed  in  my  under-coat,  about  my  hips. 
In  vain  were  all  my  prayers  and  tears 
to  her,  to  get  her  not  to  fnew  them  to 
my  mafter.     For  fhe  faid,  it  had  now 
come  out  why  I  affected  to  be  fo  much 
alone,  and  why  -I  was  always  writing. 
And  (he  thought  herfelf  happy,  me  faid, 
Ihe  had  found  thefe  ;  for  often  and  often 
had  fhe  fearched  every  place  me  could 
think  of,  for  writings,  to  no  purpofe  be- 
fore.    And  ihe  hoped,  fhe  faid,  there 
was  nothing  in  them  but  what  any -body 
might  fee ;   *  For,'  faid  me,  *  you  know 
you   are  all  innocence!''  —  *   Infolent 
creature'/  faid  I,  *  I  am  fure  you  are 
all  guilt!'      '  'And  fo   you  muft    do 
your  worft;  for  now  I  can't  help  my- 
felf,  and  I  fee  there  is  no  mercy  to  be 
expecled  from  you.' 

Juft  now,  my  mafter  being  come  up, 
flie  went  to  him  upon  the  ftairs,  and  gave 
him  my  papers.  '  There,  Sir,'  faid  fhe; 
*  you  always  faid  Mrs.  Pamela  was  a 
'  great  writer;  but  I  never  could  get  at 
'  any  thing  of  her's  before/  He  took 
them,  and,  without  coming  to  me,  went 
down  to  the  parlour  again.  And  what 
with  the  gypfey  affair,  and  what  with 
this,  I  could  not  think  of  going  down  to 
dinner;  and  fhe  told  him  that  too;  and  fo 
I  fuppofe  I  mail  have  him  up-ftairs,  as 
foon  as  his  company  is  gone. 


SATURDAY,  SIX  O'CLOCK. 

TV /TY  mafter  came  up,  and,  in  a  plea- 
JLYA  fanter  manner  than  I  expected, 
faid— •<  So,  Pamela,  we  have  feized,  it 


'  feems,    your   treafonable   papers?"—- 

*  Treafonable1.'   faid  I,  very   fullenly. 

*  Ay,'  faid  he,  '  I  fuppofe  fo;  for  you 

*  are  a  great  plotter;  but  I  have  not  read 
'  them  yet.' 

*  Then,  Sir,'  faid  I,  very  gravely, 
'  it  will  be  truly  honourable  in  you  not 
«  to  read  them  ;  but  to  give  them  to  ms 
'   again.' — 'To  whom,'    fays  he,  '  are 

*  they  written?' — *  To  my  father,  Sir  j 

*  but  I  fuppofe  you  fee  to  whom.' — *  In- 
'  deed,'  returned  he,  *  I  have  not  read 

*  three  lines  yet.' — '  Then,    pray   Sir, 

*  dont  read  them,  but  give  them  to  me 
f  again.'—'  That  I   will  not,'  faid  he, 

*  till  I  have  read  them.' — '  Sir,'  faid  I, 
4  you  ferved  me  not  well  in  the  letters  I 
'  ufed  to  write  formerly  :  I  think  it  was 

*  not  worthy  your  character  to  contrive 

*  to  get  them  into  your  hands,  by  that 

*  falfe  John  Arnold  !    for  fhould  fuch  a 

*  gentleman  as  you,  mind  what  you? 

*  poor  fervant  writes  !' — '  Yes,'  faid  he, 

*  by  all  means,    mind  what  fuch  a  fer- 
'    vant  as  my  Pamela  writes.' 

'  Tour  Pamela  !'  thought  I.  Then 
the  fliam  marriage  came  into  my  head  j 
and  indeed  it  has  not  been  out  of  it, 
fmce  the  gypfey  affair.  *  But,'  laid 
he,  '  have  you  aivy-thingin  thefe  papers 
'  you  would  not  have  me  fee !' — '  To  bs 
'  fure,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  there  is;  for  what 
'  one  writes  to  one's  father  and  mother, 
'  is  not  for  every-body  to  fee.' — 'Nor/ 
faid  he,  '  am  I  every-body.' 

*  Thofe  letters,'    added  he,  «  that  I 
(  did  fee  by  John's  means,   were  not  to 

*  your  difadvantage,    I'll  affure    you  j 
'  for  they  gave  me  a  very  high  opinion 
'  of  your  wit  and  innocence  :  and  if  I 
'  had  not  loved   you,  do  you  think  I 

*  would  have  troubled  myfelf  about  your 

*  letters?' 

'  Alas  !  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  great  pride  to 
'  me  that !  For  they  gave  you  fuch  an 

*  opinion  of  my  innocence,  that  you  was 

*  refolved  to  ruin  me.     And  what   ad- 
'  vantage  have  they  brought  me? — Who 

*  have  been  made  a  prifoner,  and   ufed 
'  as  I  have  been  between  you  and  your 
'  houfekeeper.' 

'  Why,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  a  little  fe- 
rioully,  *  why  this  behaviour,  for  my 

<  goodnefs  to  you  in  the  garden  ? — This 
(  i>  not  of  a  piece  with   your  conduit 

<  and  foftnefs  there,  that  quite  charmed 
«  me  in  your  favour  :  and  you  muft  not 

*  give  me  caufe  to  think  that  you  will  be 

<  the  more  infolent,  as  you  find  me  kind- 
«  er,'«— « '  All !  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you  know- 

*  belt 
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*  beft  your  own  heart  and  defigns  !    But 

*  I  fear  I  was  too   open-hearted  then  j 

*  and  that  you  ftill  keep  your  reiblution 

*  to  undo  me,  and  have  only  changed 

*  the  form  of  your  proceedings/ 

*  When  I  tell  you  once  again,'faid  he, 
a  little  fternly,  *  that  you  cannot  oblige 

*  me  more,  than  by  pkcing  fome  con- 

*  fidence  in  me,  I  will  let  you  know, 
'  that  thefe  foolifh  and  perverfe  doubts 

*  are  the  word  things  you  can  be  guilty 

*  of.     But,'  ibid  he,  «  I  fhall  poffibly 
'  account  for  the  caufe  of  them,  in  thefe 

*  particulars  of  yours  ;  for  I  doubt  not 

*  you  have  been  fincere  to  your  father 
'  and  mother ,  though  you  begin  to  make 
'  me  fufpect  you  :    for  I   tell  you,  per- 
'  verfe  girl,    that  it  is  impoiTible  you 

*  mould  be  thus  cold  and  mfeniible  af- 

*  ter  what  laft  paffed  in  the  garden,    if 

*  you  were  not  prepofieffed  in  feme  other 

*  per  fon's  favour  :    and  let  me  add,  that, 
c  if  I  find  it  fo,  it  fhall  be  attended  with 

*  fuch  effects,  as  will  make  every  vein 
•'  in  your  heart  bleed.' 

He  was  going  away  in  wrath  ;  and  I 
faid — *  One  word,  good  Sir,'  one  word, 
'  before  you  read  them,  fince  you  'will 

*  read  them  :    pray  make  allowances  for 

*  all  the  harm  reflections  that  you  will 

*  find  in  them,  on  your  own  conduct  to 

*  me  :  and  remember  only,    that  they 

*  were  not  written  for  your  fight}  and 

*  were  penn'd  by  a  poor  creature  hardly 
e  ufed,  and  who  was  in  conftant  appre- 
'  henfion  of  receiving  from  you  the  word 
'  treatment  that  you  could  inflict  upon 
«  her.' 

«  If  that  be  all,'  faid  he,  '  and  there 
'  be  nothing  of  another  nature,  that  I 
t  cannot  forgive,  you  have  no  caufe  for 
'  uneafmefs ;  for  1  had  as  many  inlhmces 
e  of  your  fancy  'reflections  upon  me  in 

*  your  former  letters  as  there  were  lines  j 
'  and  yet,  you  fee,  I  have    never  up- 

*  braided   you  on  that  icore  ;  though, 
'  perhaps,  I  wifhed  you  had  been  more 
'  (paring  of  your  epithets,  and  youriree- 

*  doms  of  that  fort.' 

4  Well,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  fmce  you  will, 
c  you  muj}  read  them ;  and  I  think  I 
'  have  no  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  beiug 
'  found  infxncere,  cr  having,  in  any  re- 
'  fpect,  told  you  a  falmood ;  becaufe, 

*  though  I  don't  remember  all  I  wrote, 
'  yet  I  know  I  wrote  my  heart ;  and  that 

*  is  not  deceitful.     And  remember,  Sir, 
'  another  thing,  that  I  always  declared 
f.  I  thought  myfelf  right  to  endeavour 

*  to  make  my  -efcape  from  this  forced 


'  and  illegal  reftraint  j  and  fo  you  muft' 
'  not  be  angry  that  I  would  have  clone 
«  fo,  if  I  could.' 

*  I'll  judge  you,  never  fear,'  faid  he, 

*  as  favourably  as  you  deferve ;  for  you 

*  have  too  powerful  a  pleader  within  me." 
And  fo  went  down  ftairs. 

About  nine  o'clock  he  fent  for  me 
down  into  the  parlour.  I  went  a  little 
fearfully ;  and  he  held  the  papers  in  his. 
hand,  and  faid — *  New,  Pamela,  you 
'  come  upon  your  trial.'  Said  I — '  I  hope 

*  I  have  ajuft  Judge  to  hear  my  caufe/ 
— *  Ay,1  faid  he,    'and  you  may  hope 

*  for  a  merciful  one  too,  or  elfe  I  know 
'  not  what  \vill  become  of  v<~ 

'  I  expect,1  continued  he,  *  that  you 
'  will  anfwer  me  directly,  and  plainly, 
'  to  every  queition  I  fhall  afk  you. — In 

*  the  firft  place,  here  are  feveral  love-let- 
'  ttrs  between    you    and  Williams.'— 
'  Love-letter!    Sir,'    faid  I.—'  Well, 
'  call  them  what  you  will,'  faid  he,  '  I 

*  don't  entirely  like  them,  I'll  afiure  you, 

*  with  all  the  allowances  you  defired  me 
'  to  make  for  you.' — «  Do  you  find,  Sir,' 
faid  I,  f  that  I  encouraged  his  propofal, 
'  or  do  you   not  ?' — '  Why,'    laid  he, 
'  you  difcourage  his  addreis  in  appear- 

*  ance;  but  no  otherwife  than  all  your 
'  cunning  iex  do  to  ours,  to  make  us 

*  more  eager  in  purfuing you/ 

'  Well,  Sir,'  faid  I,  'that  is  your 
'  comment ;  but  it  does  not  appear  fo 
'  in  the  text/ — *  Smartly  f:iid  !'  fays  he: 
'  where  a  d — Igotteft  thou  at  thefe 
'  years,  all  this  knowledge  ?  And  then 
'  thou  haft  a  memory,  as  I  fee  by  your 

*  papers,  that  nothing  efcapes/ — (  Alast 
<  Sir,'  laid  I, '  what  poor  abilities  I  have, 
'  fcrve  only  to  make  memoremiferable! 
'  I  have   no  pleafure   in  my  memory, 
{  which  imprefles  things  upon  me,  that 
c  I  could  be  glad  never  were,  or  ever- 
'  laltingly  to  forget.'' 

6  Well,'  laid  he;  <  fo  much  for  that— 
'  But  where  are  the  accounts  (fmce  you 
•'  have  kept  fo  exact  a  journal  of  all  that 
f  has  befallen  you)  previous  to  thefe  here 

*  in  nw  hand?" — *  My  father  has  them, 

*  Sir,'  faid  I.     'By  whofe means?'  faid 
he.— -'By  Mr.  Williams's,'  laid  I.' Well 

*  anfwered,'  faid  he.    '  But  cannot  you 
{  contrive  to  get  me  a  fight  of  them  ?'-— 
1  That  would  be  pretty"! '    faid  I.     «  I 
'  wlOi  I  could  have  contrived  to  have  kept 
c  thofe  you  have  from  your  fight/  Said 
he — *  I  mvji  fee  them,  Pamela,  or  I  fhall 
'  never  be  eafy  j    for  I  muft  know  how 

«  this 


P'  A  M  E  L  A*. 


*  this  correfpondence  between  you   and 

*  Williams  began :    and  if  I  can  fee  them, 
'  it  ihali  be  better  for  you,  if  they  an- 
f  fwer  what  thefe   give    me  hope  they 

*  will.1 

*  I  can  tell  you  Sir,  very  faithfully/ 
{aid  I,  :  what  the  beginning  was  j  for  I 
'  was  bold  enough  to  be  the  beginner.'' — 
f  That  won't  do,1  faid  he;  '  for  though 
'  this  may  appear  a  punctilio  toyou,   to 
f  me  it  is  of  high  importance/ — '  Sir,' 
faid  I,   '  if  you  pleafe  to  let  me  go  to  my 

*  father,  I  will  lend  them  to  you  by  any 
'  meflenger  you  ihall  lend    for  them.' 
•— > '  Will  yoa  ib?  But  I  dare  fay,  if  you 

*  will  write  for  them,    they  will  fend 
'  them  to  you,  without  the  trouble   ot 
'  fuclvaiourney  to  yourfelf:    and  I  beg 

*  you  will.' 

*  I  think,  Sir/  faid  I,  *  as  you  have 

*  feen   all  my  former   letters  through 
'  John's  baicnefs,  and  now  tbefe,  through 
'  your  faithful    hoafekeeper  s  officious 
'  watchfuinefs,  you  might  fee  all  {bereft  : 
"  but  I  hope  you  will  not  defire  it,  till  I 

*  can  fee  how  much  my  pieafing  you  in 

*  this  particular,  will  be  of  ui'e  to  myfelf / 
'  You  nv.ift  truft  to  my  honour  for  that. 

*  But  tell  me,  Pamela/  faid  the  fly  gen- 
tleman/ *  fmce  I  have  ften  tbefe,  would 

*  you  have  ^voluntarily  fliewn  me  tbofey 
(  had  they  been  in  your  pofiem*on?' 

I  was  not  aware  of  this  inference,  and 
faid — '  Yes,  truly,  Sir,  I  think  I  mould, 

*  if  you  commanded  it.' — *  Well,  then, 

*  Pamela/  faid  he,  *  as  I  am  lure  you 
'  have  found  means  to  continue   your 

<  journal,  I  defire,  till  the  former  part 
'  can  come,  that  you  will  fiiew  me  the 

*  fucceedingC — '   O   Sir,    Sir/    laid    I, 

*  have   you  caught  me  fo? — But  indeed 

*  you  muft  excufe  me  there.' ' 

*  Why/  faid  he, '  tell  me  truly,  Have 

*  you  not  continued  your  account  till 

<  now?1—'  Don't  afk  me,  Sir/    faid  I. 
f  But  I  infill  upon  your  aniwer/  replied 
he.     '  Why  then,  Sir,  I  will  not  tell  an 

*  untruth;  I  have.' — ' That's  my  good 

*  girl !'  faid  he,  '  I  love  fmcerity  at  my 

*  heart.'—'  In  another.    Sir/    faid  I, 

*  I  prefume  you  mean  !' — '  Well/  faid 
he,  '  I'll  allow  you  to  be   a  little  witty 
c  upon  me:  becaufe  it  \stn_you,  and  you 
'  cannot  help  it :    but  you  will  greatly 

*  oblige  me,  to  (hew  me  voluntarily  what 
'  you  have  written.     I  long  to  lee  the 

*  particulars  of  your  plot,  and  your  tlif- 

*  appointment  where  your  papers  leave 

*  cif:    for  you  have  fo  beautiful  annm- 
f  »er,  that  it  is  partly  that,  and  partly 


my  love  for  you,  thathasmade  me  de- 
iirous  of  reading  all  you  write;  though. 
a  great  deal  of  it  is  againit  myfelf;  for 
which  you  mufl  expecl:  to  fufter  a  litde : 
and  as  I  have  furniftied  you  with  the 
fubjecl,  I  iiave  a  title  to  fee  the  fruit 
of  your  pen.  Befidas/  faid  he, 
there  is  fuch  a  pretty  air  of  romance, 
as  you  relate  them,  in  your  plots,  and 
my  plots,  that  I  mall  be  better  directed 
in  what  manner  to  wind  up  the  cata- 
ftrophe  of  the  pretty  novel.' 
(  If  I  was  your  equal,  Sir,'  faid  I, 
I  mould  fay  this  is  a  very  provoking 
way  of  jeering  at  the  misfortunes  you 
have  brought  upon  me.' 

*  O/  faid  he,  *  the  liberties  you  have 
taken  with  my  character,  in  your  let- 
ters,  lets  us  upon  a  par,  at  Iteaft,  in  that 
refpecT". — '  Sir,I  could  not  have  takcu 
thofe   liberties,  if  yo  i  had  not  given 
me  the  caufe  :    and   the  caufe,  Sir, 
you  know,  is  before  the  effect? 

f  True,  Pamela/  faid  he;  4  you  chop 
logic  very  prettily.  What  the  deuce 
do  we  men  go  to  fchool  for  ?  If  our 
wits  were  equal  to  womens,  we  might 
fpare  much  time  and  pains  in  our  edu- 
cation :  for  nature  teaches  your  fex, 
what,  in  a  long  cov.rie  ot"  labour  and 
ftudy,  ours  can  hardly  attain  to.—- But 
indeed  every  lady  is  not  a  Pamela.' 

*  You  delight  to  banter  your  poor  feiv 
vant/  faid  I. 

'  Nay,'  continued  he,  '  I  believe  I 
mull  affume  to  myicif  half  the  merit  of 
your  wit,  too  ;  for  the  innocent  exer- 
cifes  you  have  had  for  it,  from  me, 
have  certainly  iharpened  your  inven- 
tion.' 

*  Sir/    faid  I,  'could  I  have   been 
without  thofe  /«//off»/exercifes,  as  you 
are  pleafed  to  call  them,  I  mould  have 
been  glad  to  have  been  as  dull  as  a  bee- 
tie.' — '  But   then,  Pamela,'  faid    he, 
I  fliould  nothave  loved  you  fo  well/ — • 
But  then,  Sir,  I  fliould  have  been  fate, 
eafy,  and  happy/ — 'Ay,  may-be  fo, 
and  may-be  not;  and  the  wife,  too,  of 
fome  clouterly  plough-boy/ 

'  But  then,  Sir,  I  fliould  have  been 
content  and  innocent;  and  that's  bet- 
ter  than  being  a  princefs,  and  not  fo/ 

{  And  may-be  not/  faid  he;  '  for  if 
you  had  had  that  pretty  face,  fome  of 
us  keen  foxhunters  fliould  have  found 
you  out;  and,  in  fpiteof  yourroman- 
tick  notions  (which  then, too/perhaps 
would  not  have  had  fo  ftrong  a  place 
in  your  mind,)  might  have  been  more, 
*  happy 
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*'  happy   with  the  ploughman's   wife, 

*  than  I  have  been  with  my  mother's  Pa- 

*  meia." — «  I  hope,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  God 
'  would  have  given  me  more  grace." 

*  Well,  but,'  relumed  he, '  as  to  thefe 

*  writings  of  yours,  that  follow  your  fine 
'  plot,  I  muft  lee  them.' — 'Indeed,  Sir, 

*  you  mtift  not,  if  I  can  help  it.'—'  No- 

*  thing,'  faid  he,    *  pleafe's   me  better, 

*  than  that,  in  all  your  arts,  mifts,  and 

*  ftratagems,  you  have  had  a  great  re- 
€  gard  to  truth  ;  and  have,  in   all  your 
'  little  pieces  erf  deceit,    told  very  few 

*  nvilful  fibs.      Now    I    expect  you'll 

*  continue  this  laudable  rule  in  yourcon- 
'  verfation  with  me.      Let   me    know, 

*  then,  where  you  have  found  fupplies 

*  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  when   Mrs. 
f  Jewk'es  was  fo  vigilant,  and  gave  you 
r  but  two  (beets  at  a  time?— Tell  me 
'  truth.* 

«  Why,  Sir,  little  did  I  think  I  mould 

*  have  fuchoccafion  for  them;  but,  when 
c  I  went  away  from  your  houfe,  I  beg- 
c  ged.fome  of  each  of  good  Mr.  Long- 
c  man,  who  gave  me  plenty.' — *  Yes, 

*  yes,""  faid  he,  '  it  nruft  be  good  Mr. 

*  Longman !  All  your  confederates  are 

*  good,  every  one  of  them :    but  fuch  of 

*  my  fervants  as  have  done  their  duty, 

*  and  obeyed  my  orders,  are  painted  out 
'  by  you,  as  black  as  devils  ;  nay,  ib 

*  am  I  too,  for  that  matter/ 

*  Sir,'  laid  I,  '  I  hope  you  won't  be 

*  angry,  but,  faving  yourfelf,  do   you 

*  think  they  are  painted  worfe  than  tfeey 
f  deferve  ?  or"  worfe  than  the  parts  they 

*  acled  require?" 

'  You  fay,  favmg  myfel'f,  Pamela; 

*  but  is-  not  that  faving  a  mere  compli- 

*  merrtto  me,  becaufe  I  am  prefent,  and 

*  you  are  in  my  hands  ?  Tell  me  truly."* 
— '  Good  Sir,  excuie  me  ;  but  I  fancy  I 

*  might  aft  you,  why  yon  Should  think 

*  I'D,  if  there  was  not  a  little  bit  of  con- 

*  fcience  that  told  you,  there  was  bnt  too 

*  much  reafon  for  it  ?' 

He  killed  me,  and  faid—*  I  muft  either 
f  da  this,  or  be  angry  with  you  ;  for  you 

*  are  very  fancy,  "Pamela. — But,  with 

*  your  bewitching  chit-chat,  and  pretty 

*  impertinence,  I  will  not  lofe  my  quei'- 

*  tion.   Where  did  you  hide  your  paper, 

*  pens,  and  ink  ?' 

'  Some,  Sir,  in  one  place,  feme  in  ano- 
ther j  that  I  might  have  fome  left,  if 
others  mould  be  found." — *  That's  a 

*  good  girl  T   faid  he.     '  I  love  you  for 
e  your  iVeet  veracity.    Now  tell  me 


where  it  is  you  hide  your  written  pa> 
pers,  your  fancy  journal  ?'— -*  I  mud 
beg  your  excufe  for  that,  Sir,'  faid  I. 
But  indeed,'  anfwered  he,  '  you  will 
not  have  it :  for  I  will  know,  and  I 
will/*?*?  them/ — '  This  is  very  hard, 
Sir,'  faid  I j  *  but  I  mult  fay,  you  lha}j 
not,  if  I  can  help  it,' 
We  were  (landing  mod  of  the  time; 
but  he  then  fat  down,  and  took  me  by 
both  my  hands,  and  faid — *  Well  faid, 

*  my  pretly  Pamela,  if  you  can  help  iff 
'  But  I  will  not  let  you  help  it.     Tell 

*  me,  are  they  in  your  pocket?'—'  No, 
'  Sir,'  faid  I;  my  heart  up  at  my  mouth. 
Said  he — *   I  know  you  won't  tell  a 
'  down-right^  for  the  world;  but  for 
'  equivocation!  no  Jefuit  ever  went  be- 
'  yond  you.     Anfwer  me  then,  are  they 
'  in  neither  of  your  pockets?' — «No,Sir,* 
faid  I.     '  Are  they  not,'  faid  he, '  about 
e  your  flays  ?" — -*  No,  Sir,'   replied  I: 
'  but  pray,  no  more  quettions :  for  a(k 
'  me  ever  fo  much,  I  will  not  tell  you.* 

O,'  faid  he,  *  I  have  a  way  for  that.  I 
'  can  do  as  they  do  abroad,  when  the 
£  criminals  won't  confefs;  torture  them 
f  till  they  do.' — *  But  pray,  Sir,'  faid  I, 
'  is  this  fair,  juft,  or  honed  ?  I  am  no  cri-r 

*  minalj  and  I  won't  confefs.' 

'  O,  my  girl !'  faid  he, «  many  an  m- 
4  nocent  perfon  has  been  put  to  the  tor- 

*  ture.   But  let  me  know  where  they  are, 
f,  and  you  mall  efcape  the  quejiivn,  as 
'  they  call  it  abroad.' 

•*  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  the  torture  is  not  ufed 
•'  in  Ewglartd,  and  I  hope  you  won't 
1  bring  it  up.'— '  Admirably  faid  !'  faid 
the  naughty  gentleman.  *  But  I  can 

*  tell  you  of  as  good  a  punimment.     If 
•'  a  criminal  won't  plead  with  us,  here  in 

*  England,  weprefs  him  to  death,  or  till 

*  he  does  plead.     And  fo  now,  Pamela, 

*  that  is  a  punifliment  (hall  certainly  be 

*  yours,  if  you  \\;on't  tell  without.' 
Tears  ftood  in  my  eyes,  and  I  faid— 

'  This,  Sir,  is  very  cruel,  and  barba- 
<  rous.' — '  No  matter,'  laid  he;  *  it  is 

*  but  like  your  Lucifer,  you  know,  in 
e  my  (hape!  And,  after  I  have  done  fo 

*  many  heinous  things  by  you,  z$  you 

*  think,  you  have  no  great  reafon  to 
'  judge  fo  hardly  of  this;  or  at  lead,  it 

*  is  but  of  a  piece  with  the  red/ 

*  But,  Sir/  faid  I,  (dreadfully  afraid 
he  had  fome  notion  they  were  about  me,) 

*  if  you  will  be  obeyed  in  this  unreafona- 
'  ble  manner;  though  it  is  fad  tyranny, 
4  to  be  fure !— let  me  go  up  to  them,  and 
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*  read  them  over  ao;ain,  and  you  mall  Tee 
«  fo  far  as  to  the  end  of  the  fad  (lory  that 

*  follows  thole  you  have.1 

*  Fll  fee  them  all,1  laid  he,  '  down  to 

*  this  time,  if  you  have  written  fo  far :-— 

*  or  at  leail,  till  within  this  week.1 — 
«  Then  let  me  2.0  up  to  them,'  laid  I, 

*  and  lee  what  J  have  written,  and  to  what 

*  day,  to  mew  them  to  you  ;  for  you 
«  won't  defire  to  fee  every-thing.1 — c  But 
'  I  will,'  replied  he.   *  But  fay,  Pamela, 
'  tell  me  truth:  are  they  above?"    I  was 
much  affrighted .   He  law  my  confufion. 
«   Tell  me  truth,'  laid  he.    *  Why,  Sir,' 
aniwered  I, '  I  have  fometimes  hid  them 
'  under  the  dry  mould  in  the  garden j 

*  ibmetimes  in  one  place,  fometimes  in 

*  another 5  and  thofe  you  have  in  your 

*  hand,  were  feveral  days  under  a  refer 
«  bufb,  in  the  garden.1—'  Aitfal  flut!' 
{aid  he;    '  what's  this  to  myqieftion? 

*  Are  they  notabout  yon  ?' — '  It,1  laid  I, 

*  I  muft  pluck  them  out  of  my  hiding- 
'  place  behind  the  wainfcot,  won't  you 
'  fee  me  ?'— <  Still  more  and  more  artful,' 
faid  he ! — l    Is   this   an  anfwer  to  my 

*  queftion?  I  have  learched  every  pla.e 
1  above  and  in  your  clofet,for  them,  and 
'  cannot  find  them;  fo  I  will  know  where 
'  they  are.     Now/    faid  he,  '  it  is  my 

*  opinion  they  are  about   you ;    and  I 

*  never  undrelfed  a  girl  in  my  life;  but  I 
'  will  now  begin  to  ftrip  my  pretty  Pa- 
•'  mela ;    and  I  hope  I  mail  not  go  far 

*  before  I  find  them.' 

I  fell  a  crying,  and  faid—'  I  will  not 
18  be  ufed  in  this  manntr.  Pi'ay,  Sir,' 
laid  I  (for  hg.  began  to  unpin  my  hand- 
kerchief,) '  conuder!  Pray,  Sir,  do  !' — 
1  And  pray,1  faid  he,  '  do  you  conlider. 

*  For  I  will  fee  thefe  papers.     Butmay- 
«  be,1  faid  he,  *  they  are  tied  about  your 
'  knees  with  your  garters}'  and  Hooped. 
Was  ever  any  thing  fo  vile,  and  fo  wicked  ? 
• — I  fell  on  my  knees,  and  faid — '  What 
>  can  I  do  ?    What  can  I  do  ? — If  you'll 
£  let  me  go  up,  I'll  fetch  them  to  you.'— 
'  Will  yon,1  faid  he,  •'  .on  your  honour, 
r  let  me  fee  them  uncm  tailed,  and  not 

*  offer  to  make  them  away;   no,  not  a 
'   lingle  paper  ?' — *  I  will,  Sir.'—'  On 
'  your  honour  ?' — c  Yes,  Sir.'     And  fo 
he  let  me  go  up-ftairs,  crying  fadly  for 
vexation  to  be  fo  ufed.    Sure  nobody  was 
ever  fo  fervd  as  I  ami 

I  went  to  my  clofet,  and  there  I  fat  me 
down,  and  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
ci  giving  up  my  papers,  Belides,  I  rnuit 


all  undrefs  me,  m  a  manner,  to  uiitack 
them.     So  I  writ  thus: 


'    SIR, 

rp  O  expoftulate  with  jfuch  an  arbi- 
*•  '  trary  gentleman,  I  know  will 
fignify  nothing:  and  moii  hardly  do 
you  ufe  the  power  you  fo  wickedly  have 
got  over  me.  I  have  heart  enough,  Sir, 
to  do  a  deed  that  would  make  you  re- 
gret ufing  me  thus;  and  I  can  hardly 
bear  it,  and  what  I  am  further  to  un- 
dergo. But  a  fuperior  consideration 
withholds  me;  thank  God,  It  does  !•— 
I  will  however  keep  my  word,  if  you 
infill  upon  it  when  yo<  have  read  this; 
but,  Sir,  let  me  beg  cf  you  to  give  me 
time  till  to-morrow  morning',  that  I 
may  juft  run  them  over,  and  lee  what 
I  put  into  your  hands  againlt  me:  and 
I  will  then  givr  my  papers  to  you, 
without  the  leaft  alteration,  or  adding 
or  diminifhing;  but  I  ihould  beg  ftill 
to  be  excufed,  if  you  pleafe :  but  if  not, 
fpare  them  to  me,  but  till  to-morrow 
morning:  and  this,  fo  hardly  am  I  ufe  j, 
mall  be  thought  a  favour,  which  I  lhall 
be  very  thankful  foi%' 

I  guefTed  it  would  not  be  Jong  before 
I  heard  from  him;  and  he  accordingly 
lent  up  Mrs.  Jewkes  for  what  I  iiad  pro- 
mifed.  So  I  gave  her  this  note  to  cany 
to  him.  And  he  fent  word,  that  I  muft 
kee,:  my  promile,  and  he  would  give  me 
till  morning;  but  that  I  mrit  bring  them 
to  him  without  his  nlking  again. 

So  I  took  off  my  under- coat,  and, 
with  great  trouble  of  mind,  unfewed  them 
from  it.  And  there  is  a  vail  quantity 
of  it.  I  will  iuft  flightly  touch  upon  the 
fubje£ls;  becaufe  I  may  not,  perhaps,  get 
them  again  for  you  to  fee. 

They  begin  with  an  account  of  my  at- 
tempting to  get  away  out  of  the  window 
firft,  and  then  throwing  my  petticoat  ancj 
handkerchief  into  the  pond.  How  fadly 
I  was  di  {appointed;  the  lock  of  the  back-r 
door  being  changed.  How,  in  trying  to, 
climb  over  the  door,  I  tumbled  down,  and 
was  piteoufly  bruifed;  the  bricks  giving 
way,  and  tumblingupon  me.  How,  find- 
ing I  could  not  get  off,  and  dreading  the 
hard  ufage.I  fhould  receive,  I  was  fo 
wicked  as  to  think  of  throwing  myfelf 
into  the  water.  My  fad  reflections  upon 
this  matter.  How  Mrs.  Jewkes  ufe4 
T  me 
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me  upon  this  occafion,  when  me  found 
me.  How  my  mailer  had  like  to  have 
"been  drowned  in  hunting:  and  my  con- 
cern for  his  danger,  notwithdandmg  his 
xifage  of  me.  Mrs.  Jewkes's  wicked  ic- 
ports  to  frighten  me,  that  I  was  to  be 
married  to  the  u^ly  Swifs;  who  was  to 
fell  me  on  the  wedding-day  to  my  ma- 
iler. Her  vile  way  of  talking  to  me,  like 
a  London  pioftitute.  My  apprehenfions 
of  feeing  preparations  made  for  my  ma- 
iler''s  coming.  Her  caufelefs  fears  that 
I  was  trying  to  get  away  again,  when  I 
had  no  thoughts  of  it;  and  my  bad  uiage 
upon  it.  My  mailer's  dreadful  arrival; 
and  his  hard,  very  hard  treatment  of  me ; 
and  Mrs.  Jewkes's  infulting  of  me.  His 
jeaioufy  of  Mr.  Williams  and  me.  How 
Mrs.  jewkes  vilely  inftigatecfr  him  to 
wickednefs.  And  down  to  here,  I  put 
into  one  parcel,  hoping  that  would  con- 
tent him.  But  for  fear  it  mould  not,  L 
pat  into  another  parcel  the  following; 


A  copy  of  his  prppofals  to  me,  of  a 
great  parcel  of  gold,  and  fine  cloaths  and 
tings,  and  an  edats-of  I  can't  tell  what 
a  year;  and  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  the 
life  of  both  you,  my  dear  parents,  to  be 
Jjis  miilrefs  ;  with  an  infmuation,  that, 
may- be  he  would  marry  me  at  a  year's 
end  :  all  fadly  vile ;  with  threatenings,  if 
1  did  not  comply,  that  he  would  ruin 
arie,  without  allowing  me  any  thing.  A 
copy  of  my  anfwer,  refilling  all,  with 
5uit  abhorrence:  but  begging  at  lad  his 
goodneis  towards  me,  and  mercy  on  me, 
in  the  mod  moving  manner  I  could  think 
cf.  An  account  of  his  angry  behaviour, 
r.rd  Mrs.  Jewkes'?  wicked  advice  here- 
>;;:  :n.  His  trying  to  get  me  to  his  cham- 
ber; and  my  refufal  to  go.  A  deal  of 
{luff  and  chit-chat  between  me  and  the 
cdious  Mrs.  Jewkes;  in  which  me  was 
yery  wicked  and  very  infulting.  Two 
;potes  I  wrote,  as  if  to  be  carried  to 
church,  to  pray  for  his  reclaiming;  and 
jny  fafety;  which  Mrs.  Jewkes  ftSzed, 
and  officioufly  (hewed  him.  A  confeffion 
of  mine,  that,  notwithftanding  his  bad 
luage,  I  could  not  hate  him.  My  con- 
cern for  Mr.  Williams.  A  horrid  con- 
trivance of  my  matter's  to  ruin  me;  being 
.in  my  room  difguiied  in  cloaths  of  the 
jnaid's,  who  lay  with  me  and  IVJrs. 
Jcwkes.  How  narrowly  I  efcaped  (it 
makes  my  heart  ach  to  think  of  it  dill !) 
by  falling  into  fits.  Mrs.  Jewkes's  de- 
ftitabie  part  in  this  fad  affair.  How  he 


feemed  moved  at  my  danger,  and  forbore 
his  abominable  deiigns;  and  allured  me 
he  had  offered  no  indecency.  How  ill  I 
was  for  a  day  or  two  after;  and  how  kind 
he  fetmed.  How,  he  made  me  forgive 
Mrs.  Jewkes.  How,  after  this,  and 
great  kindnefs  pretended,  he  made  rude 
offers  to  me  in  the  garden,  which  I  efcap- 
ecL  How  I  relented  them.  Then  1  had 
written,  how  kindly  he  behaved  himfelf 
to  me;  and  how  he  praifed  me,  and  gave 
megreathopes  of  hisbeinggood  atlait.  Of 
the  too  tender  imprefiion  this  made  upon 
me ;  and  how  I  began  to  be  afraid  of  my 
own  weaknefs  and  coniklerruion  for  him, 
though  he  had  ufed  me  fo  ill.  How  i'adly 
jealous  he  was  of  Mr.  Williams;  and 
how  I,  as  I  juftly  could,  cleared  myfelf 
as  to  his  doubts  on  that  fcore.  How, 
juft  when  he  had  railed  me  up  to  the. 
highed  hope  of  his  goodnefs,  he  d.afhed 
me  fadly  again,  and  went  off  more  coldly. 
My  free  reflections  upon  this  trying  oc- 
cafion. 

This  brought  down  matters  from, 
Thurfday,  the  zoth  day  of  my  imprifon- 
ment,  to  Wednefday  the  44  d.  And  here, 
I  was  rel'olved  to  end,  let  what  wou!4 
come  ;  for  only  Thurfday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday,  remain  to  give  an  account  of  5 
and  Thurfday  he  let  out  to  a  ball  at 
Stamford;  and  Friday  was  the  gypfey 
iloiy;  and  this  is  Saturday  his  return 
from  Stamford.  And,  truly,  I  mall  have 
but  little  heart  to  write,  if  he  is  to  fee  all. 

So  thefe  two  parcels  of  papers  I  have 
got  ready  for  him  againft  to-morrow 
morning.  To  be  fure  I  have  always 
ufed  him  very  freely  in  my  writings,  an4 
Shewed  him  no  mercy  ;  but  yet  he  mud 
thank  himfelf  for  it ;  for  I  have  only 
writ  truth  ;  and  I  widi  he  had  deferved 
a  better  character  at  my  hands,  as  well 
for  his  own  fake  as  mine. — So,  though 
T  don't  know  whether  ever  you'll  fee 
what  I  write,  I  mud  fay,  that  I  will  go 
to-bed,  with  remembering  you  in  my 
prayers^  as  I  always  \lo,  and  as  I  know 
you  do  me:  and  fo,  -my  'dear  parents, 
good-night. 


SUNDAY  MORNING. 

I  Remembered  what  he  faid,  of  not  be- 
ing obliged  to  afk  again  for  my  pa- 
pers; and  what  I  ihould  be  forced  to  do, 
and  could  not  help,  I  thought  I  nii^ht 
as  well  do  in  .fuch  a  manner  as  might 
mew  I  would  not  diibblige  on  purpole  ; 

though 
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though  I  flomached  this  matter  very 
heavily  too.  I  had  therefore  got  in  rea- 
tlinefs  my  two  parcels;  and  he,  not. go- 
ing to  church  in  the  morning,  bid  Mrs. 
lewkes  tell  me  he  was  gone  into  the  gar- 
den. 

I  knew  that  was  for  me  to  go  to  him ; 
and  fo  I  went :  for  how  can  I  help  being 
at  his  beck !  which  grieves  me  not  a  little, 
though  he  is  my  matter,  as  I  may  fay  ; 
for  I  am  fo  wholly  in  his  power,  that  it 
would  do  me  no  good  to  incenfe  him  ; 
and  if  I  refufed  to  obey  him  in  little  mat- 
ters, my  refufal  in  greater  would  have  the 
left  weight.  So  I  went  down  to  the  gar- 
den; but  as  he  walked  in  one  walk,  I  took 
another,  that  I  might  not  feem  too  for- 
ward neither." 

He  ibon  'fpied  me,  and  faid — '  Do  you 
'  expeft  to  be  courted  to  come  to  me  ?' — 

*  Sir,1  faid  I,  and  crofied  the  walk  to  at- 
tend him,  «  I  did  not  know  but  I  mould 

*  interrupt  you  in  your  meditations  this 
'  good  day.' 

'  Was  that  the  cafe,'  faid  he,  *  truly, 

•'  and  from  your  heart?' — *  Why,  Sir,' 

faid  I,  l  I  don't  doubt  but  you  have  very 

*  good  thoughts  fometimes 5  though  not 

*  towards  me.' — '  I  wifh/  laid  he,  *  I 
f  could  avoid  thinking  fo  well  of  you  as 

*  I  do.     But  where  are  the  papers  ? — I 
'*'   dare    fay    you  had   them   about  you 

*  yefterday:  for  you  fay  in  thole  I  have, 

*  that  you  will  bury  your  writings  in  the 
'  garden,  for  fear  you  mould  hefearcbed, 
'  if  you  did  riot  efcape.     This/  added 
he, *  gave  me  a  glorious  pretence  to  fearch 
£  you;  and  I  have  been  vexing  myfelf  all 

*  night,  that  I  did  not  ftrip  you  garment 
(  by  garment,  till  I  had  found  them;' — 
'  O  fie,  Sir,'  faid  I;  '  let  me  not  be  fcar- 
c  ed,  with  hearing  that  you  had  fuch  a 

*  thought  in  earned.' 

'  Well/  faid  he,  *  I  hope  you  have  not 

*  now  the  papers  to  give  me;   for  I  had 

*  rather  find  them  myfelf,   I'll  aflure 
'  you.' 

I  did  not  like  this  way  of  talk,  at  all ; 
and  thinking  it  beft  not  to  dwell  upon  it, 
laid — i  Well,  but,  Sir,  you  will  excufe 

*  me,  I  hope,  giving  up  my  papers.' 

*  Don't  trifle  with  me,'  faid  he :  ( where 
'  are  they  ? — I  think  I  was  very  good  to 
'  you  laii  night,  to  humour  you  as  I  did. 
'  If  you  have  either  added  or  diminished, 
'  and  have  not  ftriftly  kept  your  pro- 

*  mife,   woe   be  to    you!'-—'  Indeed, 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  have  neither  added  nor 

*  diminiftied.    But  here  is  the  parcel  that 

*  '    on  with  my  fad  attempt  to  efcape, 


'  and  the  terrible  confequences  it  had  like 
'  to  have  been  followed  with.     And  it 

*  goes  down  to  the  naughty  articles  you 
1  lent  me.     And  as  you  know  all  that 

*  has  happened  fmce,  I  hope  thefe  will 

*  fatisfy  you.' 

He  was  going  to  fpeak;  but  I  faid,  to 
drive  him  from  thinking  of  any  more— 

*  And  I  mult  beg  you,  Sir,  to  read  the 
'  matter  favourably,  if  I  have  exceeded 
'  in  any  liberties  of  my  pen.1 

f  I  think,'  faid  he,  half-finilmg,  'you 

*  may  wonder  at  my  patience,  that  I  can 
'  be  fo  eafy  to  read  myfelf  abufed  as  I 
1  am  by  fuch  a  fancy  flut.' — c  Sir,'  faid 
I,   '  I  have  wondered  you  mould  be  fo 
'  defirous  to  fee  my  bold  fluff"  j  and,  for 
'  that  very  reafon  I  have  thought  it  a 

<  verygooc^or  a  very  badhgn . ' —  'What,' 
faid  he,  '  is  your  good  iign  ?'— •'  That  it 
1  may  ha;*e  an  effect  upon  your  temper, 
c  at  laft,  in  my  favour,  when  you  fee  me 
'  fo  fincere.' — •*  Your  bad  fign  ?'— — 
'  Why,  that  if  you  can  read  my  reflec- 
'  tions  and  o'bfervations  upon  your  treat- 
'  ment  of  me,  \vith  tranquillity,  and  not 
t  be  moved,  it  is  a  fign  of  a  very  cruel- 
'  and  determined  heait.  Now,  pray,  Sir, 

*  don't  be  angry  at  my  boldnefs,  in  tel- 
'  ling  you  fo  freely  my  thoughts.'— « 

*  You  may,  perhaps,'  faid  he,  *  be  leaft 
e  miflaken,  when  you  think  of  yotir  bad 

<  fign,'— .<  God  forbid  !'  faid  I. 

So  I  took  out  my  papers ;  and  faid— 
'  Here,  Sir,  they  are.  But  if  youpleafe 

*  to  return  them;  without  breaking  the 
'  fca),  it  will  be  very  generous :  and  I 
'  will  take  it  for  a  great  favour,  and  a 

*  good  omen.' 

He  broke  thefeal  inftantly,  and  open- 
ed them:  '  So  much  for  your  omen  /* 
replied  he.  *  I  am  lorry  for  it/  faid  I, 
very  ferioufly  ;  and  was  walking  away. 

*  Whither  now  ?'  faid  he.     e  I  was  go- 
'  ing  in,  Sir,  that  you  might  have  time 
'  to  read  them,  if  you  thought  fit.'    He 
put  them  into  his  pocket,  and  faid—* 

*  You  Jiave  rttore  Hhan  thefe." — *  Yes, 

*  Sir  ;  but  all  they  contain, you  know  ass 

*  well  as  /.' — *  But  I  don't  know/  faict 
he,  '  the  light  you  put  things  in  ;  and  fo> 
'  give  them  me,  if  you  have  not  a  mind 

*  to  be  fearched.' 

1  Sir/  faid  I, '  Ican'tftay,  if  you  won't 
c  forbear  that  ugly  word.' — *  Give  rna 
c  then  no  reafon  for  it.  Where  are  the 
'  other  papers  ?' — (  Why,  then,  unkind 
'  Sir,  if  it  muft  be  fo,  here  they  are." 
And  fo  I  gave  him,  out  of  my  pocket, 
the  fecond  parcel,  fealed  up,  as  the  form- 
T*  er 


146 


PAMELA. 


,  with  this  fuperfcription  ;  *  From  the 
naughty  articles,  doivnjkrough  fad  at- 
tempt!, to  Thurfday  the  ^.td  day  of  my 
imprifonment.''  —  *  This  is  laft  Thurf- 
day, is  it  r  —  '  Yes,  Sir  ;  but  now  you 
lee  what  I  write,  I  will  find  ibme 


other  way  to  employ  my  time  :  for  how 
can  I  write  with  any  face,  what  mult 
be  for  yoXir  peru&l,  and  not  for  thole 
I  intended  to  read  my  melancholy 
ftories?' 

*  Yes,'  faid  he,,  '  I  would  have  you 
continue  your  pcr.manfhip,  by  all 
means  5  and,  I  allure  you,  in  the  mind 
I  am  in,  I  will  not  aflc  you  for  any 
after  thefe  ;  except  any  thing  very  ex- 
traordinary occurs.  And  I  have  ano- 
ther thing  to  tell  you,'  added  he,  '  that 
if  you  fend  for  thole  from  your  father, 
and  let  me  read  them,  I  may,  very 
probably,  give  them  all  back  again  to 
'  you.  And  fo  I  defire  you  will  do  it.' 

This  a  little  encourages  me  to  cbnti-  , 
nue  my  fcribbling  ;  but,  for  fear  cf  the 
word,  I  will,  when  they  come  to  any 
"bulk,  contrive  fome  way  to  hide  them, 
if  I  can,  that  I  may  prcteft  I  have  them 
not  about  me,  which,  before,  I  could 
not  fay  of  a  truth  ;  and  that  made  him 
ib  refclutely  bent  to  try  to  find  them 
upon  me  ;  for  which  I  might  have  fuf- 
fercd  frightful  indecencies. 

He  led  me,  then,   to  the  fide  of  the 

pond  ;  and,   fitting  down  on  the  (lope, 

made  me  fit  by  him.     '  Come,'  faid  he, 

this  being  the  fcene  of  part  of  your 

project,   and    where  yon   fo   artfully 

threw  in  fome  of  your  cioaths,  I  will 

jult  look  upon  that  part  of  your  rela- 

tion.' —  *  Sir,'  faid  I,  *•  let  me,  then, 

walk  about,  at  a  Hide  diftance  ;  for  I 

c:\nnot    bear    the    thought  of  it.'—  • 

Don't  go  far,'  laid  he. 

When  he  came,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  the 

place  where  I  mentioned  the  bricks  fal- 

ling upon  me,  he  got  up,  and  walked  to 

the  door,,  and  looked  upon  the  broken 

part  of  the  wall  ;  for  it  had-  not  been 

mended  ;  and  came  back,  reading  on  to 

linn  lei  f,    towards    me  5    and  took  my 

hand,  and  put  it  under  his  arm. 

'  Why,  this/  faid  he,  '  my  girl,  is  a 
very  moving  t^le.  It  was  a  very  del- 
perate  attempt,  and,  had  you  got  out, 
you  might  have  been  in  great  danger  j 
•  for  you  had  a  very  bad  and  lonely 
way  5  and  I  had  taken  fuch  meafures, 
that,  let  you  have  been  where  you 
would,  I  fhould  have  had  yuUr". 


«  You  may  fee,  Sir/  faid  I,  <  what 
I  ventured,  rather  than  be  ruined  j  and 
you  will  be  fo  good  as  hence  to  iudgr 
of  the  fincerity'of  my  profeffion,  that 
my  hoivefty  is  dearer  to  me  than  my 
life.* — '  Romantic  giii  !'  faid  he,  and 
read  on. 

He  was  very  lerious  at  my  refleftions, 
on  what  God  had  enabled  me  to  elcaj:e. 
And  when  he  came  to  my  realbnings 
about  throwing  myfelf  into  the  water, ' 
he  faid, — «  Walk  gently  before  /  and 
feemed  Ib  moved,  that  he  turned  away 
his  face  from  me  ;  and  I  bkifed  this  good 
fign;  and  began  not  fo  much  to  repertf 
at  his  feeing  this  mournful  part  of  my 
ftory. 

He  put  the  papers  in  his  pocket,  when 
he  had  read  my  reflexions,  and  thanks 
for  efcaping  from  myfilf;  and  (kid,  tak'- 
ing  me  aboxit  the  wailt — '  O  my- dear 
'  girl !  you  have  torched  me  lenlibly 

*  with  your  mournful  relation,  and  your 
1  fweet  reflections  upon  it.      I  fhouM 

*  truly  have  been  very  miferable,  had  it 
'  taken  effeft.      I  fee  you   have  bun 

*  v.fed  too  roughly ;  and  it  is  a  mercy 
'  you  ftood  proof  in  that  fatal  moment.' 

Then  he  molt  kindly  folded  me  in 
his- arms:  *  Let  us,  fay  I  too,  my  Pa- 
'  mela,  walk  from  this  accurfed  piece 

*  of  water  ;  for  I  ftiall  not,  with  pleafi.r,?, 

*  look  upon  it  again,  to  think  how  near 
'  it  was  to  have  been  fatal  to  my  fair- 
'  one.     I  thought/  added  he,  *  of  ter- 
f  nfying  you  to  my  will,   fince  I  couM 
(  not   move  you    by   love ;    and  Mrs. 

*  Jevvkes  too  well  obeyed  me,  when  the 
1  terrors  of  your  return,  after  your  clif- 
'  appointment,  were  ib  great,   that  yo*u 
'•  had  hardly  courage  to  withftand  them; 
*'  b.»t  had  like  to  have  made  fo  fau-.i'a 
^  choice,  to  efcape  tha  ti-eatment ycm  up- 

*  prehended.' 

*  O  Sir/  faid  I,  « I  have  reafon,  I  am 
c  fr.re,  to  blefs  my  dear  parents,  and  mv 
'  good  la.dy,  your  mother,  for  giving 
4  mefomethingof  a  religious  education  ; 
'•  for,  but  for  that,  and  God's  grace,' I 
c  mould",  more  than  upon  one  occafion, 
'  have  attempted,  at  lealt,  a  defperate 

*  acl :   and  I  the  lefs  wonder  how  poor 

*  creatures,  who  have  not   the  for  of 

*  God  before  their  eyes,  and  give  w^y 
'  to  defpondency,  caift  thtnifelves  into 
'  perdition.' 

'•Come,  kifs  me/  laid  he,  '  and  telt 
'  me  you 'forgive  me,  for  pu filing  you 

*  into  Ib  much  daner  and'diftrefs.     If 
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my  mind  hold,  aod  I  can  fee  thofe  for- 
mer papers  of  yours,  and  that  thefe  in 
my  pocket  give  me  no  cauie  to  alter 
my  opinion,  I  will  endeavour  to  defy 
the  world  and  the  world's  ceniures, 
and  make  my  Pamela  amends,  if  it 
be  in  the  power  of  my  whole  lite,  for 
all  the  hardihips  I  have  made  her  un- 
dergo,' 

x  Ail  this  looked  well  j  but  you  mall 
fee  how  ftrangely  it  was  all  turned.  For 
this  iham-marriage  then  came  into  my 
mind  again  ;  and  I  laid—'  Your  poor 
'  fervant  is  far  unworthy  of  this  great 
'  honour  j  tor  what  will  it  be  but  to 
'  create  envy  to  herfelf,  and  difcredit  to 

*  you  ?  Therefore,  Sir,  permit  me  to  re- 
c  turn  to  my  poor  parents,  and  that  is 
'  all  I  have  toalk.' 

He  was    in   a  fearful    paflion  then. 

*  And  is  it  thus,"  faid  he,  '  in  my  fond 
4  conceding  moments,   that  I  am  to  be 

*  deipifed  and  anfwered  ?     Prec;(e,pcr- 

*  verie,  unfeafonabie  Pamela  1  be  gone 

*  from  my  light,  and  know  as  well  how 

*  to  behave  in  a  hopeful  prcfpe6t,  as  in 

*  a  diftrefsful  ftate  j   and  then,  and  not 
'  till  then,  /halt  thou  attract  the  lhadow 

*  of  my  notice.' 

I  was  ilartled,  and  going  to  fpeak: 
but  he  ftamped  with  his  foot,  and  laid— 

*  Be  gone,  I  tell  you,  I  cannot  bear  this  " 

*  itupid  romantic  folly.' 

*  One  word,'  faid  I  j  '  but  one  word, 
'  I  befeech  you,  Sir.' 

He  turned  from  me  in  great  wrath, 
and  took  down  another  alley,  and  ib  I 
went  in,  with  a  very  heavy  heart  j  and 
fear  I  was  too  unfeafonabie,  juft  at  a 
time  when  he  was  ib  condefcending  : 
bat  if  it  was  a  piece  of  ait  of  his  fide, 
as  I  apprehended,  to  introduce  the  iliam- 
wedding  (and,  to  be  fure,  he  is  very  full 
of  Itratagem  and  art)  I  think  I  was  not 
fo  much  to  blame. 

So  I  went  up  to  my  cloiet ;  and  wrote 
thus  far,  while  he  walked  about  till  din- 
ner was  ready  \  and  he  is  now  fat  down  to 
.  it,  as  I  hear  by  Mrs.  Jewkes,  very  fullen, 
thoughtful,  and  out  of  humour  ;  and  ihe 
alks,  what  I  have  done  to  him  ?  Now, 
again,  I  dread  to  fee  him  !  When  will 
my  fears  be  over  ? 


THREE    O'CLOCK, 

WELL,  he  continues  exceeding 
wrath.      He   has   ordered   his 
travelling  chariot  to  be  got  ready  with 


all   fpeed.     What  is  to  come  next,   I 
wonder ! 

Sv.re  I  did  not  fay  TO  much  !  But  fee 
the  lordlinefs  of  a  high  condition  ! — A 
poor  body  muft  not  put  in  a  word,  when 
they  take  it  into  their  heads  to  be  angry! 
What  a  fine  time  a  perfon  of  an  equal 
condition  would  have  of  it,  if  me  were 
even  to  marry  fuch  a  one  :  his  poor  dear 
mother  fpoiled  him  at  firft.  Nobody  muft 
fpeak  to  him,  or  contradict  him,  as  I 
have  heard,  when  he  was  a  child  ;•  and 
fo  he  has  not  been  nfed  to  be  controuled, 
and  cannot  bear  the  leaft  thing  that 
crofles  his  violent  will.  This  is  one  of 
the  bleflings  attending  men  of  high  con- 
dition !  Much  good  may  do  them  with 
their  pride  of  birth,  and  pride  of  fortune! 
fay  I  :  all  that  it  ferves  for,  as  far  as  I 
can  fee,  is,  to  multiply  their  difquiets, 
and  every  body's  elfe. that  has  to  do  with 
them. 

So,  fo!  where  will  this  end? — Mrs. 
Jewkes  has  been  with  me  from  him,  and 
ihe  fays,  I  muft  get  out  of  the  houfe  this 
moment.  '  Well/  faid  1 ;  *  but  whi- 
ther am  I  to  be  carried  next  ?' — '  Why, 
home/  laid  fhe, '  to  your  father  anJ 
mother.' — '  And,  can  it  be  ?'  faid  I ; 
no,  no,  I  doubt  I  mall  not  be  fo  happy 
as  that  I — To  be  fure  fome  bad  denga 
is  on  foot  again !  To  be  fure  it  is  ! — « 
Sure,  fure/  faid  I,  '  Mrs.  Jewkes,  he 
has  not  found  out  fome  other  houfe  - 
keeper  nvorfe  than  your  She  was 
very  angry,  you  may  well  think.  But  I 
know  me  can't  be  made  worfe  than  fhe 


She  came  up  again.  '  Are  you  ready'/' 
faid  (he.     '  Blefs  me!'  faid  I,  '  you  Ire 
very  hafty :  I  have  heard  of  this  not  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  ago.     But  I  mail 
be  foon  ready;  for  I  have  but  little  to 
take  with  rne,  and  no  kind  friends  rA 
this  houfe  to  take  leave  of,  to  delay 
me.     Yet,  like  a  fool,  I  can't  help  cry- 
ing.— Pray/  faid  I,  *  juft  ftep  down, 
and  afkit  I  may  not  have  rny  papers/ 
So,  I  am  quite  ready  now,  againfl  ine 
comes  up  with  an  anfwer ;  and  fo  I  wiH 
put  up  thefe  few  writings  in  my  bofwiii 
that  I  have  left. 

I  don't  know  what  to  think— nor  how 
to  judge -r  but  I  (hall  ne'er  believe  I  am 
With  you,  till  I  am  on  my  knees  before 
.you,  begging  both  your  bleflmgs.  Yet  I 
am  forry  he  is  ib  angry  with  me !  I 
thought  I  did  not  fay_/0  much. 

There  is,  I  fee,  the  chariot  drawn  out, 
the  hgrfes  too,  the  grim  Ceibrand  going- 

to 
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to  get  on  horfeback.     What  will  be  the 
end  of  all  this  ? 


MONDAY. 

WELL,  where  this  will  end,  I 
cannot  fay.  But  here  I  am,  at 
a  little  poor  village,  almoft  fuch  a  one  as 
yours  1  I  fhall  learn  the  name  of  it  by- 
and-  by :  and  Robin  allures  me,  he  has 
orders  to  carry  me  to  you,  my  dear  fa- 
ther and  mother.  O  that  he  may  fay 
truth,  and  not  deceive  me  again!  But, 
having  nothing  elfe  to  do,  and  I  am  fure 
I  mail  not  fleep  a  wink  to -night,  if  I  was 
to  go  to-bed,  I  will  write  my  time  away, 
and  take  up  my  ftory  where  I  left  off,  on 
Sunday  afternoon. 

Mrs.  Jewkcs  came  tip  to  me,  with  this 
anfvver  about  my  papers :  *  My  mailer 

*  fays  he  will  not  read  them  yet,  left  he 
c  mould  be  moved  by  any  thing  in  them 
c  to  alter  his  refolution.  But  if  he  mould 
'  think  it  worth  while  to  read  them,  he 

*  will  fend  them  to  you  afterwards,  to 

*  your  father's.     But,'  faid  me,  '  here 

*  are  your  guineas  that  I  borrowed :  for 

*  all  is  over  now  with  you,  I  find.' 
She  faw  me  cry,  and  faid' — '  Do  you 

«  repent  ?' — *  Of  what?1  faid  I.     «  Nay, 

*  I  can't  tell,1  replied  me;  '  but  to  be 

*  fure  he  has  had  a  tafte  of  your  fatiiical 

*  flings,  or  he  would  not  be  fo  angry. 
'  O,'  continued  me,  and  held  up  her 
hand,  *  thou  haft  a  fpirit! — But  I  hope 

*  it  will  now  be  brought  down.'- — (  I 

*  hope  fo  too,' faid  I. 

<  Well,'  added  I,  «  I  am  ready.1  She 
lifted  up  the  window?  and  laid- — *  I'll  call 
'  Robin  to  take  your  portmanteau  :  bag 
'  and  baggage!'  proceeded  fhe,  *  I'm 
c  glad  you're  going.' — '  Ihave  no  words,' 
faid  I,  '  to  threw  away  uponjfltf,  Mrs. 
'  Jewkes;  but,'  making  her  a  very  low 
curtfey,  *  I  moft  heartily  thank  you  for 

*  all  your  virtuous  civilities  to  me.  And 
'  fo  adieu  ;  for  I'll  have  no  portmanteau, 
'  I'll  afiure  you,  nor  any  thing,   but 
'  thefe  few  things  that  I  have  brought 
'  with  me  in  my  handkerchief,  befides 
'  what  I  have  on.'     For  I  had  all  this 
time    worn   my  own   bought  cloaths, 
though  my   mailer  would  have  had  it 
otherwife  often ;  but  I  had  put  up  pa- 
per, ink,  and  pens,  however. 

*  So  down  I  went,  and  as  I  pafled  by 
the  parlour,  me  ftepped  in,  and  iaiU— • 


1  Sir,  you  have  nothing  to  fay  to  the  gin* 
'  before  fhe  goes?'  I  heard  him  reply* 
though  I  did  not  fee  him—'  Who  bid 

*  you  fay,  .the  girl,  Mrs.   Jewkes,  in 

*  that  manner  ?     She  has  offended  only 
'  me.' 

*  I  beg  your  honour's  pardon,'  faid  the 
wretch 5  *  but  if  I  was  your  honour,  me 
'  fhould  not,  for  all  the  trouble  fhe  has 
'  coft  you,  go  away  fcot-free.' — '  No 
«  more  of  this,  as  I  toldyou  before,"  faid 
he:  *  what!  when  I  have  fuch  proof  that 

*  her  virtue  is  all  her  pride,  fhall  I  rob 
'  her  of  that? — No,'  added  he,  '  let  her 
f  go,  perverfe  and  fcoliih  as  fhe  is  ;  but 
'  flie  defer<ves  to  go  honeft,  and  fhe/ta// 
'  go  fo!' 

I  was  fo  tranfported  with  this  unex- 
pected goodnefs,  that  I  opened  the  door 
before  I  knew  what  I  did ;  and  faid, 
falling  on  my  knees  at  the  door,  with  my 
hands  folded,  and  lifted  up — '  O  thank 
'  you,  thank  your  honour,  a  million  of 

*  times! — May  God  blefs  you,  for  this 

*  inftance  of  your  goodnefs  to  me!     I 
'  will  pray  for  you  as  long  as  I  live, 

*  and  fo  mail  my  dear  father  and  mo- 

*  ther. — And  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid  I,  f  1 
1  will   pray  for  you   too,  poor  wicked 
'  wretch  that  you  are.' 

He  turned  from  me,  and  went  into  his 
clofet,  and  fhut  the  door.  He  need  not 
have  done  fo  j  for  I  would  not  have  gone 
nearer  to  him ! 

Surely  I  did  not  fayyo  Jftuch,  to  incur 
all  this  difpleafure. 

I  think  1  was  loth  to  leave  the  houfe. 
Can  you  believe  it? — What  could  be  the 
matter  with  me,  I  wonder !— I  felt  fome- 
thin^  fo  ftrange,  and  my  heart  was  fo 
Kmipifh!" — I  wonder  what  ailed  me! — 
But  this  was  fo  unexj>e£ted! — I  believe 
that  was  all !— Yet  I  am  very  ftrange 
ftill.     Surely,  furely,  I  cannot  be  like 
the  old  murmuring  Israelites,  to  long  af- 
ter the  onions  and  garlick   of  Egypt, 
when  they  had  fuffered  there  fuch  heavy 
bondage:—— — *  I'll  take  thee,  O  lump- 
ifh,  contradictory,  ungovernable  heart, 
to  fevere  tafk,  for  this  thy  ftrange  im- 
pulfe,  when  I  get  to  my  dear  father's 
and  mother's  5  and  if  I  find  any  thing 
in  thee  that  mould  not  be,  depend  upon 
it,  thou  fhalt-be  humbled,  ifftriclab- 
ftinence,   prayer,    and   mortification, 
will  do  it!' 

But  yet,  after  all,  this  laft  goodnefs 

of  his  has  touched  me  too  fenfibly.     I 

wifh  I  had  not  heard  it,  almoft;  and  yet, 

methinkg, 
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methinks,  I  am  "glad  I  did;  for  I  mould 
rejoice  to  think  the  bell  of  him,  for  his 
onun  fake. 

Well,  and  fo  I  went  out  to  the  chariot, 
the  fame  that  brought  me  down,  '  So, 
Mr.  Robert,'  laid  I,  *  here  I  am  again! 
a  poor  fporting-piece  for  the  great !  a 
mere  tennis-ball  of  Fortune!  You 
have  your  orders,  I  hope'.1 — '  Yes, 
Madam ,'  laid  he .  < Pray,  now,'  faid  I , 
don't  Madam  me,  nor  itand  with  your 
hat  off  to  fuch  a  one  as  I.' — 'Had  not 
my  mailer,'  faid  he,  '  ordered  me  not 
to'  be  wanting  in  refpefts  to  you,  I 
would  have  i]iewn  you  all  I  could/ — 
Well,'  {aid  I,  with  my  heart  full, 
that's  very  kind,  Mr.  Robert.' 
Mr.  Colbrand,  mounted  on  horfeback, 
with  piitols  before  him,  came  up  to  me, 
as  foon  as  I  got  in,  with  bis  hat  off  too. 

*  What,  MonfieuiT   faid  I,  *  are  you 
'  to  go  with  me  ?' — c  Part  of  the  way/ 
he  faid,  «  to  fee  you  fare.' — '  I  hope  that's 

*  kind,   too,  in  you,   Mr.  Colbrand,' 
faid  I. 

I  had  nobody  to  wave  my  handker- 
chief to  now,  nor  to  take  leave  of;  and 
fo  I  refigned  myielf  to  my  contempla- 
tions, with  this  Itrange  way  ward  heart  of 
mine,  that  I  never  found  fo  ungoverna- 
ble andaukward  before. 

So  away  drove  the  chariot! — And 
when  I  had  got  out  of  the  elm -walk, 
and  into  the  great  road,  I  could  hardly 
think  but  I  was  in  a  dream  all  the  time. 
A  few  hours  before,  in  my  matter's  arms 
almoft,  with  twenty  kind  things  faid  to 
me,  and  a  generous  concern  for  the  mis- 
fortunes he  had  brought  upon  me ;  and 
only  by  one  ralh  half-word  exafperated 
againil  me,  and  turned  out  of  doors,  at 
an  hour's  warning;  and  all  hiskindnefs 
changed  to  hate!  And  I  now,  from 
three  o'clock  to  five,  feveral  miles  off! 
But  if  I  am  going  to  you,  all  will  be  well 
again,  I  hope. 

Lack-a-day,  what  ftrange  creatures 
are  men !  gentlemen,  I  mould  fay  rather! 
For  my  dear  deferving  good  mother, 
though  poverty  be  both  your  lots,  has 
had  better  hap,  and  you  are,  and  have 
always  been,  bleftin  one  another! — '•Yet 
this  pleafes  me  too;  he  was  fo  good,  he, 
would  not  let  Airs.  Jewkes  fpeak  ill  of 
me,,  and  fcorned  to  take  her  odious  un- 
womanly advice.  O  what  a  black  heart 
has  this  poor  wretch !  So  I  need  not 
rail  againll  men  fo  much;  for  my  mailer, 
bad  as  I  have  thought  him,  is  not  half  fo 
fcad  as  this  woman.— /To  be  lure  (he 


muft  be  an  Atheift  t-^-Do  you  think  Ihe 
is  not  ? — 

We  could  not  reach  further  than  this 
little  poor  place  and  fad  alchoufe,  rather 
than  inn  ;  for  it  began  to  be  dark,  and 
Robin  did  not  make  fo  much  hafte  as  he 
might  have  done ;  and  he  was  forced  to 
make  hard  mi  ft  for  his  horfes. 

Mr.  Colbrand,  and  Robert  too,  are 
very  civil.  I  fee  he  has  got  my  port- 
manteau leaftYd  behind  the  coach.  I  did 
not  defire  it  j  but  I  mall  not  come  quite 
empty. 

A  thorough  riddance  of  me,  I  fee- 
Bag  and  baggage  !  as  Mrs.  Jewkes  fays. 
Well,  myftory,  furely,  would  furnilh 
out  a  furprizing  kind  of  novel,  if  it  wa$ 
to  be  well  told. 

Mr.  Robert  came  up  to  me,  juft  now, 
andbegged  me  to  eat  fomething: I  thanked 
him;  but  faid,  I  could  not  eat.  I  bid 
him  alk  Mr.  Colbrand  to  walkiup  ;  and 
he  came;  but  neither  of  them  would  fit ; 
nor  put  their  hat$  on.  What  mockado 
is  this,  to  fuch  a  po»r  foul  as  I!  I  afked 
them,  ifthey  were  at  liberty  to  tell  me 
the  truth  of  what  they  were  to  do  with 
me  ?  If  not,  I  would  not  defire  it.— • 
They  both  faid,  Robin  was  ordered  to 
carry  me  to  my  father's  ;  and  Mr.  Col- 
brand was  to  leave  me  within  ten  miles, 
and  then  nVike  off  for  the  other  houfe, 
and  wait  till  my  mailer  arrived  there. 
They  both  fpoke  fo  folemnly,  that  I 
could  not  but  believe  them. 

But  when  Robin  went  down,  the  other 
laid,  he  had  a  letter  to  give  me  next  day 
at  noon,'  when  we  baited,  as  we  were  to 
do,  at  Mrs.  Jewkes's  relations.  *  May 

*  I  not,'  faid  I,  '  beg  the  favour  to  fee 
4  it  to-night  ?  He  feemed  fo  loth  to  deny 
f  me,  that  I  have  hopes,  I  mall  prevail 

*  on  him  by-and-by.1 

Well,  my  dear  father  and  mother,  I 
have  got  the  letter  on  great  promifes-  of 
fecrecy,  and  making  no  ufe  of  it.  I  will 
'  try  if  i  can  open  it  without  breaking  the 
leal,  and  will  take  a  copy  of  it  by-and- 
by  ;  for  Robin  is  in  and  out ;  there  be- 
ing hardly  any  room  in  this  little  houfe 
for  one  to  be  long  alone,  Well  this  is 
the  letter ; 

(  Ty  HEN  thefe  lines  are  delivered  to 
'  you,  you  will  be  far  on  your  way 

*  to  your  father  and  mother,  where  you 
c  have  fo  long  defired  to  be  ;    and  I 
f  hope,  I  mall  forbear  thinking  of  you 
<  with  the  leaft  fliadow  of  that  fondnefs 

f  my 
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my  fooJim  heart  had  entertained  for 
you.  I  bear  you,  however,  no  ill 
will  j  but  the  end  of  my  detaining  you 
beingover,  I  would  not  that  you  fhould 
tarry  with  me  an  hour  more  than  need- 
ed,  after  the  ungenerous  preference 
you  gave,  at  a  time  that  I  was  inclined 
to  pals  over  all  other  confiderations,  for 
an  honourable  addrefs  to  you;  for  well 
I  found  the  tables  entirely  turned  upon 
me,  and  that  I  was  in  far  more  danger 
fromyoti,  than  you  were  from  me;  for 
I  was  juft  upon  refolving  to  defy  all 
the  cenfures  of  the  world,  and  to  make 
you  my  wife. 

*  I  will  acknowledge  another  truth  : 
That  had  I  not  parted  with  you  as  I 
did,  but  permitted  you  to  ftay  till  I 
had  read  your  journal,  reflecting,  as  I 
doubt  not  I  mall  find  it,  and  till  I  had 
heard  your  bewitching  pleas  in  your 
own  behalf,  I  feared  I  could  not  tiuft 
myfelf  with  my  own  refolution.  And 
this  is  the  reafon,  I  frankly  own,  that 
I  have  determined  not  to  fee  you,  nor 
hear  you  fpeak;  for  well  I  know  my 
weaknefs  in  your  favour. 

*  But  I  will  'get  the  better  of  this  fond 
folly:  nay,  I  hopel  have  already  done 
it,  mice   it  was  likely  to  coft  me  fo 
dear.      And  I  write  this  to  tell  you, 
that  I  wifh  you  well  with  all  my  heart, 
though  you  have  fpread  fuch  mifchief 
through  my  family. — And  yet  I  can- 
not  but  fay  that  I  could  wim  you  would 
not  think  of  marrying  in  hafte;  and, 
particularly,  that  you  would  not  have 
this  curled  Williams. — But  what  is  all 
this  to  me  now  ? — Only,  my  weak- 
nefs  makes  me  fay,  That  as  I  had  al- 
ready  looked  upon  you  as  mine,  and 
you  have  £>  foon  got  rid  of  your  fir  ft 
nufband ;  fo  you  will  not  refufe,  to 
my  memory,  the  decency  that  every 
common  perfon  obferves,    to   pay  a 
twelvemonth-'1  s    compliment,    though 
but  a  mtre  compliment,  to  my  afhes. 

*  Your  papersfhall  be  faithfully  re- 
turned  you;  and  I  have  paid  fo  dear  for 
my  curiofity  in  the  affection  they  have 
riveted  upon   me  for  you,    that  you 
would  look  upon  ypuuelf  amply  ie- 
venged  if  you  knew  what  they  have 
coft  me. 

'  I  thought  of  writing  only  a  few  lines, 
but  I  have  run  into  length.  I  will 
now  try  to  recollect  my  fcattered 
thoughts,  and  refume  my  reafon;  and 
(hall  find  trouble  enough  to  replace  my 
affiirs,  and  my  own  family,  and  to 


fupply  the  charms  feu  have'made  in  if? 
for,  let  me  tell  you,  though  I  can 
forgive jou,  I  never  can  myj$fw,  nor 

my  domeftics;  for  my  vengeance  mult 
be  wreaked  fome where. 
'  I  doubt  not  your  prudence  in  for- 
bearing to  expofe  me  any 'more  than  is 
necefTary  for  your  own  jurtification  j 
and  for  that  I  will  fuffer  myfelf  to  be 
accufed  by  you;  and  will  alfo  accufe 
myfelf,  if  it  be  needful.  For  I  am, 
and  will  ever  be,  your  affectionate 


This  letter,  when  I  expected  fome  new 
plot,  has  affected  me  more  than  any- 
thing of  that  fort  could  have  done.  For 
here  is  plainly  his  great  value  for  me 
confeffed,  and  his  rigorous  behaviour 
accounted  for  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  tor- 
tures me  much.  And  all  this  wicked 
gypfey-ftory,  is,  as  it  feems,  a  forgery 
upon  us  both,  and  has  quite  ruined  me  j 
for,  O  my  dear  parents,  forgive  me  !  but 
I  found,  to  my  grief,  before,  that  my  heart 
was  too  partial  in  his  favour;  but  noiv 
with  fo  much  opennefs,  fo  much  affec- 
tion, nay,  fo  much  honour  too,  (which 
was  all  I  had  before  doubted,  and  kept 
me  on  the  referve)  I  am  quite  overcome. 
This  was  a  happinefs,  however,  I  had  no 
reafon  to  expect.  But,  to  be  fure,  I  mufl 
own  to  you,  that  I  (hall  never  be  able  to 
think  of  any- body  in  the  world  but  him 
— '  Preiiimption !'  you  will  fay;  and  fo 
it  is:  but  love  is  not  a  voluntary  thing; 
Love,  did  I  iky. — But  come,  I  hope  not: 
— at  leaft  it  is  not,  I  hope,  gone  fo  far, 
as  to  make  me  very  uneai'y:  for  I  know 
not  how  it  came,  nor  when  it  began ;  but 
crept,  crept  it  has,  like  a  thief,  upon  me ; 
and  before  I  knew  what  was  the  matter, 
it  looked  like  love. 

I  wifh,  fmce  it  is  too  late,  and  my  lot 
determined,  that  I  had  not  had  this  letter, 
nor  heard  him  take  my  part  to  that  vile 
woman;  for  then  I  mould  have  blefled 
myfelf,  in  having  efcaped,  fo  happily,  his 
defigning  arts  upon  my  virtue;  but  now, 
my  poor  mind  is  all  topfy-turvied,  and 
I  have  n*a(j_e  an  escape,  to  be  more  a  pri- 
fjboer. 

But  I  hope,  fmce  thus  it  is,  that  all 
will  befor-thebeft;  and  I  (hall,  with  your 
prudent  advice,  and  pious  prayers,  be 
able  to  overcome  this  weakiiwfs. — But, 
to  be  fure,  my  dear  Sir,  I  will  keep  a 
longer  time  than  a  twelvemonth,  as  •a.  true 
widow,  for  a  compliment,  and  more  than 
u  compliment,  ;o  your  sflits  1  O  the  dear 
word  1— « 
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! — How  kind,  how  moving,  how 
nlfeclionate  is  the  word  !  O  why  was 
I  not  a  duchefs,  to  mew  my  gratitude 
for  it  ?  But  mull  labour  under  the  weight 
of  an  obligation,  even  had  this  happinefs 
befallen  me,  that  would  haveprefled  me 
to  death,  and  which  I  never  could  return 
by  a  whole  life  of  faithful  love,  and 
chearful  obedience! 

O  forgive  your  poor  daughter! — I  am 
forry  to  find  this  trial  fo  fore  upon  me  ; 
and  that  all  the  weaknefs  of  my  weak 
fex,  arid  tender  years,  who  never  before 
knew  what  it  was  to  be  fo  touched,  is 
come  upon  me,  and  too  mighty  to  be 
withftood  by  me. — But  time,  prayer, 
and  refignation  to  God's  will,  and  the 
benefits  of  your  goodleffons,  and  exam- 
ples, I  hope,  will  enable  me  to  get  over 
this  fo  heavy  a  trial. 

'  O  my  treacherous,  treacherous  heart ! 
to  ferve  me  thus!  and  give  no  notice  to 
me  of  the  mifchiefs  thou  watt  about  to 
bring  upon  me! — But  thus  foolifhly 
to  give  thyfelf  up  to  the  proud  invader, 
without  ever  confulting  thy  poor  mif- 
trefs  in  the  leaft !  But  thy  punifhment 
will  be  the  firft  and  the  greatefl;  arid 
well  deferveft  thou  to  fmart,  O  perfidi- 
ous traitor !  for  giving  up,  fo  weakly, 
thy  whole  fe/f,  before  a  fummons 
came,  and  to  one,  too,  who  had  ufed 
me  fo  hardly;  and  when,  likewife,  thou 
haft  fo  well  maintained  thy  port  againft 
the  moft  violent  and  avowed,  and  there- 
fore, as  I  thought,  more  dangerous  at- 
tacks r 

After  all,  I  muft  either  not  (hew  you 
this  my  weaknefs,  or  tear  it  out  of  my 
writing.  Memorandum)  to  confider  of 
this  when  I  get  home. 


MONDAY    MORNING,    ELEVEN 
O'CLOCK. 

WE  are  juft  come  in  here,  to  the  inn 
kept  by  Mrs.    Jewkes's  rela- 
tion.    The  firft  compliment  I  had,  was 
in  a  very  impudent  manner,  How  I  liked 
the  .fquire  1 — I  could  not  help  faying — 

*  Bold,   forward  woman !  is  it  for  you, 
(  who  keep  an  inn,  to  treat  paflengers  at 

*  this  rate?'     She  was  but  in  jeft,  me 
faid,  and  afked  pardon:  and  me  came, 
and  begged  excufe   again,  very  fubmif- 
fively,  after  Robin  and  Mr.   Colbrand 
had  talked  to  her  a  little. 

The  latter  here,  in  great  form,  gave 


me,  before  Robin,  the  letter,  which  I  had 
given  him  back  for  that  purpoie.  And 
I  retired,  as  if  to  read  it  ;  and  fo  I  did ; 
for  I  think  I  can't  read  it  too  often  5 
though,  for  my  peace  of  mind's  fake, 
I  might  better  try  to  forget  it.  I  am 
forry,  methinks,  I  cannot  bring  you 
back  a  found  heart;  but,  indeed,  it  is  an 
honeft  one,  as  to  any-body  but  me;  for 
it  has  deceived  nobody  elfe:  wicked 
thing  that  it  is ! 

More  and  more  furprifing  things 
ftill— 

Juft  as  I  had  fat  cfbwn,  to  try  to  eat  a 
bit  of  victuals,  to  get  ready  to  purfue 
my  journey,  came  in  Mr.  Colbrand,  in  a. 
mighty  hurry.  *  O  Madam  !  Madam  !* 
faid  he,  {  here  be  de  groom  from  de 
4  Squire  B.  ail  over  in  a  lather,  man  and 
horie!'  O  how  my  heart  went  pit-a- 
pat  !  «  What  now,'  thought  I,  *  is  to 
*  come  next!'  He  went  out,  and  pre- 
fently  returned  with  a  letter  for  me,  arid 
another,  inclofed,  for  Mr.  Colbrand. 
This  feemed  odd,  and  put  me  all  in  a 
trembling.  So  I  fhut  the  door;  and  ne- 
ver, fure,  was  the  like  known!  found 
the  following  agreeable  contents. 

'  jN  vain,  my  Pamela,  do  I  find  it  to 
*•  *  ftruggle  againft  my  affection  for 
you-  I  muft  needs,  after  you  were 
gone,  venttire  to  entertain  myfelf  with 
your  journal.  \Vhen  I  found  Mrs. 
Jewkes's  bad  ufage  of  you,  after  your 
dreadful  temptations  and  hurts ;  and 
particularly  your  generous  concern  for 
me,  on  hearing  how  narrowly  I  efcap- 
ed  drowning,  (though  my  death  would 
have  been  your  freedom,  and  I  had 
made  it  your  inter fft  to  wim  it  5)  and 
your  moft  agreeable  confeffion  in  ano- 
ther place,  that,  notwithstanding  all  my 
hard  ufage  of  you,  you  could  not  bate 
me ;  and  that  exprefled  in  fo  fweet,  fo 
foft,  and  fo  innocent  a  manner,  that  I 
flatter  myfeLf  you  may  be  brought  to 
/owme,  (together  with  the  other  parts 
-of  your  admirable  journal:)  I  began  to 
repent  my  parting  with  you;  but,  God 
is  my  witnefs  !  for  no  unlawful  end,  as 
you  would  call  it;  but  the  very  contra- 
ry: and  the  rather,  as  all  this  was  im- 
proved in  your  favour,  by  your  beha- 
viour at  leaving  my  houfe:  for,  oh! 
that  melodious  voice  praying  for  me 
af  your  departure,  and  thanking  me 

«  for  my  rebuke  to  Mrs,  Jewkes,  ftill 
V  *  hangs 
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*  hangs  upon  my  ears,  and  delights  my 
c  memory.     And  though  I  went  to- 
'   bed,  1  could  not  reft;  but  about  two 
'  got  up,  and  made  Thomas  get  one  of 
'  the  bell  hories  ready,  in  oidertolet 
'  out  to  overtake  you,  while  I  fat  down 

*  to  -wriie  this  to  you. 

*  Now,  my  dear  Pameln,  let  me  beg 
'  of  you,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  order 

*  Robin  to  drive  you  back  again  to  my 
'  hovle.     I  world  have  fet  out  myfeli, 
'  for  the  pk'uiure  of  bearing  you  com- 

*  pany  back  m  the  chariot;  but  am  really 
'  indifpofed;   I  believe,   with  vexation 
'  that  I  mci'ld  part  thus  with  my  foul's 
'  delight,  as  I  now  find  you  are,  and  muft 
'  be,  ia  fpite*of  the  pride  of  my  own 

*  heart. 

*  You  cannot  imagine  the  obligation 
'  your  return  will  lay  me  under  to  your 
'  goodnefs ;  «nd  yet,  if  you  will  not  fo  far 

*  favour  me,  you  fliall  be  under  no  re- 

*  ftramt,  as  you  will  fee  by  my  letter  in- 
'  clofed  to.  Coibrand,  whicli  J  have  not 

*  fealed,  that  you  may  read  it.  Butfpare 
'  me,  my  deareft  girl,  the  confufion  of 

*  following  you  to  your  father' sj  which 
'  -I  mult  do,  if  yon  perfift  to  go  on  ;  for 

*  I  find  I  cannot  live  a  day  without  you.' 

*  If  you  are  the  generous  Pamela  I  ima- 

*  gine  you  to  be,  (for  hitherto  you  have 
'  been  all  goodnefs,  where   it  has  not 
'  been  merited)  let  me  fee,  by  this  new 

*  inftance,  the  further  excellence  of  your 
'  difpofitioiu'let  me  fee  you  can  forgive 

*  the  man  who  loves  you   more    than 
'  himfelfj  let  me  fee,  by  it,  that  you  are 

*  not  prepofleifed  in  any  other  perfon's 

*  favour :  and  one  initance  more  I  would 
'  beg,  and  then  I  am  all  gratitude;  and 
'  that  is,  that  you  would  difpatch  Mon- 
<  fieur  Coibrand  with  a  letter  to  your 

*  father,  anuring  him  that  all  will  end 

*  happily;  and  to  defire,  that  he  will  fend 

*  to  you,  at  my  houfe,  the  letters  you 
'  found  means,  by  Williaips's  ccnvey- 

*  ance,  to  fend  him.     And  when  I  have 
(  all  my  prpufl,  and,  perhaps,  pun&i- 

*  lious  doubts,  aufwered,   I   fliall  have 

*  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  you  happy, 
'  and  be  fo  myfelf .     For  I  muft  beje«;v, 

*  and  only  yours. 

«  MONDAY  MORNING, 

'  NEAR  THUEE  O'CLOCK.* 

O  my  exulting  heart !  how  it  throws 
in  my  bofom,  as  if  it  would  reproach  me 
for  fo  lately  upbraiding  it  for  giving 
way  to  the  love  of  fo  dear  a  gentleman. 
<— '  But  take  care  thou  art  not  too  cre- 


dulous, neither,  O  fond  believer  f 
Things  that  we.wifh,  are  apt  to  wain 
a  too  ready  credence  with  us.  fnis 
mam  marriage  is  not  yet  cleared  up: 
Mrs.  Jewkes, -the  vile  Mrs.  jewkes! 
may  yet  mitigate  the  mind  of  this  ma- 
fter :  his  pride  of  heart,  and  pride  of 
condition,  may  again  take  place  :  and 
a  man  that  could,  in  fo  little  a  fpace, 
firit  love  me,  then  hate,  then  banifli  me 
his  houfe,  and  fend  me  away  difgrace- 
fully;  and  now  fend  for  me  again,  in 
fuch  affectionate  terms  5  may  Jtill  wa- 
ver, may  Jliil  deceive  thee.  There- 
fore will  I  not  acquit  thee  yet,  O  cre- 
dulous, fluttering,  throbbing  mifchief! 
that  art  fo  ready  to  believe  what  thou 
vvifheft:  and  I  charge  thee  to  keep  bet- 
ter guard  than  thou  haft  lately  done, 
and  lead  me  not  to  follow  too  impli- 
citly thy  flattering  and  defirable  im- 
pulies.'  JThus  foolifnly  dialogued  I 
with  my  heart}  and  yet,  all  the  time,  this 
heart  is  Pamela. 

I  opened  the  letter  to  Mon  fieur  Col- 
brand  j  which  was  in  thefe  words: 


MONSIEUR, 


trouble 


*  T  Am  fure  you'll  excufe  the  trc 

I  give  you.  I  have,  for  good  rea- 
fons,  changed  my  mind ;  and  I  have 
befotight  it,  as  a  favour,  that  Mrs. 
Andrews  will  return  to  me  the  mo- 
ment Tom  reaches  you.  I  hope,  for 
the  reafons  I  have  given  her,  me  will 
have  the  goodnefs  to  oblige  me.  But, 
if  not  you  are  to  order  Robin  to  pur- 
fue  his  directions,  and  fet  her  down  at 
her  father's  door.  If  (lie  will  oblige 
me  in  her  return,  perhaps  (he'll -give 
you  a  letter  to  her  father,  for  fome  pa- 
pers to  be  delivered  to  you  for  her; 
which  you'll  be  fo  good,  in  that  cafe, 
to  bring  to  her  here:  but  if  /he  will  not 
give  you  fuch  a  letter,  you'll  return 
with  her  to  me,  if  fhe  pleafe  to  favour 
me  fo  far;  and  that  with  all  expedi- 
tion, that  her  health  and  fafety  will 
permit;  for  I  am  pretty  much  indif- 
pofed ;  but  hope  it  will  be  but  flight, 
and  foon  go  off.  I  am  yours,  &c. 

*  On  fecond  thoughts,  let  Tom  go  for- 
*  ward  with  Mrs.  Andrews's  letter, 
'  if  fhe  pleafes  to  give  one;  and  you, 
f  return  with  her,  for  her  fefety.' 


Now  this  is  a  dear  generous  manner  of 
treating  me.     O  how  I  love  to  be  gene- 

roufl^ 


roufly  ufed ! — Now,  my  dear  parents,  I 
wi(h  1  could  coniult  .you  for  your  opi- 
nions, how  I  mould  act.  Should  I  go 
back,  or  ihoulcl  I  not  ? — I  doubt  he  has 
got  too  great  hold  in  my  heart,  for  me  to 
be  eafy  preientiy,  if  I  fho.dd  refufe:  and 
yet  this  gypfey  information  makes  me 
fearful. 

Well,  I  will,  I  think,  trufc  in  his  ge- 
neiofity!  Yet  is  it  not  too  great  a  truit  ? 
— efpechlly  ccniulering  how  I  have  been 
xi fed  ! — But  then  that  v/as  while  he 
avowed  his  bad  defigns:  and  now  he 
gives  great  hope  of  his-  good  ones.  And 
I  may  be  the  means  of  making  many 
happy,  as  well  as  myiblf,  by  placing  a 
generous  confidence  in  him. 

And  then,  I  think,  he  might  have  fen  t 
to  Colbrand,  or  to  Robin,  to  carry  me 
back,  whether  I  would  or  not.  And 
how  diiferent  is  his  behaviour  to  that! 
And  would  it  not  look  as  if  I  was  pre- 
pofftjj'ed,  as  he  calls  it,  if  I  don't  oblige 
him;  and  as  if  it  was  a  filly  female  piece 
of  pride  to  make  him  follow  me  to  my 
father's;  and  as  if  I  would  uie  him  hard- 
ly in  my  turn,  for  his  having  ufed  me  iil 
in  bis!  Upon  the  whole,  I  refolved  to 
obey  him;  and  if  he  ufes  me  iil  after- 
wards, double  will  be  his  ungenerous 
guilt! — Though  hard  will  be  my  lot,  to 
have  my  credulity,  fo  jullly  blameable, 
as  it  will  then  feem.  For,  to  be  fare, 
the  world,  the  wife  world,  that  never  is 
wrong  itfdf,  judges  always  by  events. 
And  if  he  mould  uie  me  ill,  then  I  (hall 
be  blamed  for  truiting  him:  if  well,  O 
then  I  did  right,  to  be  fare! — But,  how 
would  my  ctnfurcrs  act  in  my  cafe,  be- 
fore the  event  juftih'es  or  condemns  the 
action,  is  the  queition? 

Then  I  have  no  notion  of  obliging 
by  halves j  but  of  doing  things  with  a 
tnTe,  a$  one  may  fay,  where  they  are  to 
be  done  ;  and  fo'I  wrote  the  deiired  let- 
ter to  you,  arTiring  you,  that  I  had  be- 
fore me  happier  prefpecls  than  ever  I  yet 
had;  and  hoped  all  would  end  well:  and 
that  I  begged  you  would  fend  me,  by  the 
be-.irer,  Mr.  Thomas,  my  mailer'sgroom, 
thofe  papers  which  I  had  lent  you  by 
Mr.  \Vill5ams's  conveyance :  for  that 
they  imported  me  much,  for  clearing  up 
a  point  in  my  conduct  that  my  mailer 
was  defirous  to  know,  before  he  refolved 
to  favour  me,  as  he  had  intended. — -But 
you  will  have  that  letter,  before  you  can 
Jiave  this;  for  I  would  not  fend  you  this 
without  the  preceding^  wliicu  row  is  in 
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And  fo,  having  given  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  for  him  to  carry  to  you> 
when  he  had  baited  and  relied,  after  his 
great  fatigue,  I  lent  for  Moiiheu*  Col- 
brand  and  Robin,  and  gave  to  the  form- 
er his  letter ;  and  when  he  had  read  it, 
I  faj<j — (  you  iee  how  things  iland.  I 
'  am  refolved  to  return  to.o.T  mailer} 

*  and  as  he  h  not  fo  well  as  were  to  be 
'  wiihed,  the  more  hatte  you  make,  the 
c  better:  and  don't  mind  iny  fatigue j 
{  but  confider  only  yourfelves  and  the 
'  horfes.'  Robin,  vvhogueifed  the  mater 
by  his  conversation  with  Thomas,  (as  I 
fuppofe)   faid— •'   God   blei's  you,  Ma- 

*  dam,  and  reward  you,  as  your  oblige - 
'  iiv-neis  to  my  good  maiter  defervesj 
c  ami  may  \vc  ail  live  to  fee  you  triumph 
1  over  Mrs.  Jewkcs!1 

I  wondered  to  hear  him  fiy  fo  ;  for  I 
was  always  careful  of  expofmgmy  ma- 
fter,  or  even  that  naughty  woman,  be- 
fore the  common  fervants.  B  -t  yet  I 
queftion  whether  Robin  would  have  laid 
this,  if  he  hud  not  gueflbd,  by  Thomas's 
meflage,  and  my  reiblving  to  return,  that 
..t  itand  well  with  his  mailer.  So 
felfifh  are  the  hearts  of  poor  mortals,  that 
they  are  ready  to  change  as  favour  goes! 

So  they  were  not  long  getting  ready; 
and  I  am  jiilt  fetting  out,  back  again; 
and,  I  hope,  mall  have  no  reafon  to  re- 
pent it. 

Robin  put  on  very  vehemently;  and 
when  we  came  to  the  little  town  where 
we  lay  en  Sunday  night,  he  gave  his 
horfes  abait,  and  laid,  he  would  pudi  for 
his  mailer's  that  night,  as  it  would  be 
moon-light,  if  I  iliould  not  be  too  much 
fatigued;  became  there  was  no  place  be- 
tween that  and  the  town  adjacent  to  his 
matter's,  fit  to  put  up  at,  for  the  night. 
But  Monfieur  Colbrand's  horfe  begin- 
ning to  give  way,  made  a  doubt  between 
them;  wherefore  I  laid,  (hating  to  lie  on 
the  road)  if  it  could  be  done,  I  ihould 
bear  it  well  enough,  I  ho;.ed;and  that 
Monfieur  Colbrand  might  leave  his  hone, 
when  it  failed,  at  fome  hou'fe,  and  corns 
into\  the  chariot.  This,  pleafed  them 
both;  and,  about  twelve  miles  fhort,  he 
left  ihe  horfe,  anfl  took  off  his  "fpurs  airl 
holders,  &c.  and,  with  abundance  of 
ceremonial  eycuies*  came  iiito  the  cha- 
riot ;  and  I  fat  the  eafier  for  it ;  for  my 
b«nes  ached  fadly  with  the  i'>Uin  r,  and 
fo  many  miles  travelling  in  lb  few  hours, 
as  I  have  done,  from  Sunday  night,  five' 
o'clock.  But,  for  all  tiiii,  it  was  de- 
ll 2  vcn 
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ven  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  came  to 
the  village  adjacent  to  my  matter's,  and 
the  horfes  began  to  be  very  much  tired, 
and  Robin  too;  but  I  faid,  it  would  be 
pity  to  put  up  only  three  miles  (hort  of 
the  houfe. 

So  about  one  we  reached  the  gate;  but 
every  body  was  a- bed.  But  one  of  the 
helpers  got  the  keys  from  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
and  opened  the  gates;  and  the  horfes 
could  hardly  crawl  into  the  ftable.  And 
I,  when  I  went  to  get  out  of  the  chariot, 
fell  down,  and  thought  I  had  loft  the  life 
of  my  limbs. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  came  down  with  her 
.cloaths  huddled  on,  and  lifted  up  her 
hands  and  eyes  at  my  return  ;br,t  (hewed' 
more  care  of  the  horfes  than  of  me.  By 
that  time  the  two  maids  came;  and  I  made 
fhift  to  creep  in,  as  well  as  I  could. 

It  feems  my  poor  mafter  was  very  ill 
indeed,  -Hhd  had  been  upon  the  bed  mod 
part  of  the  day;  and  Abraham  (who  fuc--' 
ceeded  John)  fat  up  with  him.  And  he 
was  got  into  a  fine  deep,  and  heard  not 
the  coach  come  in,  nor  the  noife  we 
made;  for  his  chamber  lies  towards  the 
garden,  on  the  other  fide  the  houfe. 
Mrs.  Jewkes  faid  he  had  a  feveriih  com- 
plaint, and  had  been  blooded;  and  very 
prudently  ordered  Abraham,  when  he 
awaked,  not  to  tell  him  I  was  come,  for 
fear  of  furprizing  him,  and  augmenting 
his  fever;  nor  indeed  to  fay  anything  of 
me,  till  (he  heiielf  broke  it  to  him  in  the 
morning,  as  (he  mould  fee  how  he  was. 

So  I  went  to-bed  with  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
after  (he  had  caufed  me  to  drink  aimed 
half  a  pint  of  burnt  wine,  made  very  rich 
and  cordial  with  fpiccs ;  which  I  found 
very  refrefhing,  and  fet  me  into  a  (leep  I 
little  hoped  for. 


TUESD'AY    MORNING', 

GE  T  T I N  G  up  pretty  early,  I  have 
written  thus  for,  while  Mrs. 
Jewkes  lies  fnoring  in  bed,  fetching  up 
her  laft  night's  difturbance.  I  long  for 
her  riling,  to  know  how  my  poor  mailer 
does.  *Tis  well  for  be r  me  can  (leep  fo 
purely.  No  love,  but  for  herfelf,  will 
tver  break  her  reft,  I  am  Cure.  I  am 
deadly  fore  all  over,  as  if  I  had  been 
jbundly  beaten.  I  did  not  think  I  could 
have  lived  under  fuch  fatigue. 

Mrs.  Jewkes,  as  foon  as  (he  got  up, 
went  to  know  how  my  mafter  did,  and 
be  had  had  a  good  night  j  and,  having 


drank    plentifully  of  fack-whey,    hail 
fweated  much;  fo   that  his   fever  had 
abated  coniidcrably.     She  faid  to  him, 
that  he  muft  not  be  furprized,  and  (he 
would  tell  him  news.     He  afked  vvhatj 
and  (he  faid  I  was  come.     He   railed 
himfelf  up  in  his  bed;  *  Can  it  be?'  faitJ, 
he :  '  what,  already.'     She  told  him  I 
came  laft   night.     Monfieur  Colbrand 
coming  to  enquire  of  his  health,  he  or- 
dered him  to  draw  near  him,  and  was1 
highly  pleafed  with  the  account  he  gave 
him  of  the  journey,  my  readinefs  to  come 
back,  and  my  willingnefs  to  reach  home 
that  night.     And  he  falcl — «  Why  thefe 
tender  fair-ones,  I  think,  bear  fatigue 
better  than  us  men.     But  (he  is  very 
good,  to  give  me  fuch  an  inftance  of 
herreadinefs  toobiige  me, — Pray,Mrs. 
Jewkes,'   faid  he,  *  take  great  care  of 
her  health!   and  let  her  lie  a-bed  all 
day.'     She  told  him,  I  had  been  up 
hefe  two  hours.     '  A(k  her,'  faid  he, c  if 
(he  will  be  fo  good  as  to  make  me  a  vifit  t 
if  (he  won't,  I'll  rife  and  go  to  her/ — 
Indeed,  Sir,'  faid  (he,  '  you  muft  ba 
ftill;  and  I'll  go  to  her.' — «  But  don't 
urge  her  too  much,'  faid  he, '  if  (lie  be 
unwilling.' 

She  came  to  me,  and  told  me  all  the 
above ;  and  I  faid,  I  would  moft  wil- 
lingly wait  upon  him ;  for,  indeed,  I 
longed  to  fee  him,  and  was  much  grieved 
he  was  fo  ill. — So  I  went  down  with 
her.  *  Will  (he  come?'  faid  he,  as 
I  entered  the  room.  '  Yes,  Sir,'  laid 
(hej  «  and  (he  faid, 'at  the  firft  word — 

*  Moft  willingly/ — *  Sweet  excellence  I' 
faid  he. 

As  foon  as  he  faw  me,  he  faid — «  O 
c  my  beloved  Pamela !  you  have  made 
'  me  quite  well.  I'm  concerned  to  re- 
'  turn  my  acknowledgments  to  ycu  in 

*  fo  unfit  a  place  and  manner;  but  will 

*  you  give  me  your  hand  ?'    I  did,  and 
he  kiffed  it  with  great  eagernefs.    '  Sir/ 
faid  I,  c  you  do  me  too  muchhonouL-— • 
'  I  am  forry  you  are  fo  ill/ — <  I  can" t 

*  be  ill/  faid  Ive,  *  while  you  are  with 
4  me.     I  am  very  well  already/ 

*  Well/  faid  he,  and  kiffed  my  hand 
again,  *  you  (ha!i  not  repent  this  good- 
4  nefs.  My  heart  is  too  full  of  it,  to 

*  exprefs  mylelf  as  I  ought.     But  I  am 

*  forry  you  have  had  fuch  a  fatiguing 

*  time  of  it. — Life  is  no  life   without 
'  you !    If  you  had  refufed  me,  and  yet 
'  I  had  hardly  hopes  you  would  oblige 
'  me,  I  mould  have  had  a  fevere  fit  of  it, 
«  I  believe  j  for  I  was  taken  very  oddly, 

*  and 
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and  knew  not  what  to  make  of  myfelf, 
but  now  I  (hall  be  well  inftautly.  You 
need  not,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  added  he, 
lend  for  the  doctor  from  Stamford,  as 
we  talked  yefterday ;  for  this  lovely 
creature  is  my  do£lor,  as  her  abfence 
was  my  difeafe/ 

He  begged  me  to  fit  down  by  his  bed- 
fide,  and  aiked  me,  if  I  had  obliged  him 
with  lending  for  my  former  packet  ?  I  i'l  i  u , 
I  had,  raid  hoped  it  would  be  breach.:. 
He  faid,  it  was  dc-ubly  kind. 

I  would  not  ftay  long,  becaufe  of  dif- 
turbing  him.     And  he  got  up  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  deiired  my  company ;  and 
feemed  quite  pleaied,  eafy,  arrd  much 
better.  He  faid—*  Mrs.  Jewkes,  after  this 
inftance  of  my  good  Pamela's  oblig- 
ingnefs  in  her  return,  I  am  fure  we  ought 
to  leave  her  entirely  at  her  own  liberty  ; 
and  pray,  if  fhe  pleafes  to  take  a  turn  in 
the  chariot,  or  in  the  garden,  or  to  the 
town,  or  wherever  fhe  will,  let  her  be  left 
at  liberty,  andafked  no  queiiions;  and 
do  you  do  all  in  your  power  to  oblige 
her.1  She  faid,  (he  would,  to  be  fure. 
He  took  my  hand,  and  faid — '  One 
thing  I  will  tell  you,  Pamela,  becaufe 
I  know  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  it,  and 
yet  not  care  to  afk  me  :   I  had,  before 
yo.u  went,  taken  Williams's  bond  for 
the  money ;  for  how  the  poor  .man  had 
behaved  I  can't  tell  ;  but  he  could  get 
no  bail;  and  if  I  have  no  frefh  realbn 
grven  me,  perhaps  I  fhall  not  exact  the 
payment ;  and  he  has  been  fome  time 
at  liberty,  and  now  follows  his  fcbool; 
but,  methinks,  I  could  wiih  you  would 
not  fee  him  at  prefent.' 
«  Sir,'  faid  T,  *  I  will  not  do  anything 
to  difoblige  you  wilfully  ;  and  I  am 
glad  he  is  at  liberty,  becaufe  I  was  the 
occailon  of  his  misfortunes.'     I  durft 
fay  no  more,  though  I  wanted  to  plead 
for  the  poor  gentleman  ;  which,  in  gra- 
titude, I  thought  I  ought,  when  I  could 
do  him  fervice.  I  faid — c  I  am  forry,  Sir, 
'  Lady  Davers,  who  loves  you  fo  well, 

*  fhould  have  incurred  your  difpleafure, 
'  and  that  there  mould  be  any  variance 

*  between  your  honour  and  her;  I  hope, 

*  it  was  riot  on  my  account.'     He  took 
out  of  his  waiftcoat  pocket,  as  he  fat  in 
his   gown,  his    letter-cafe,    and  faid-— 
'  Here,  Pamela;  read  that  when  you  go 

*  up-(lairs,and  let  me  have  your  thoughts 
'  upon  it;  and  that  will  let  you  into  the 

*  affair.' 

He  faid,  he  was  very  heavy  of  a  fud- 
Uen,  and  would  lie  down,  and 


for  that  day;  and  if  he  was  better  ia 
the  morning,  would  take  an  airing  in  the 
chariot.  And  fo  I  took  my  leave  for  the 
preient,  and  went  up  to  my  clofet,  and 
read  the  letter  he  was  pleafed  to  put  inta 
my  hands  ;  which  is  as  follows : 

'     BROTHER, 

*  T  Am  very  uneafy  at  what  I  hear  of 
A  *  you;  and  muft  write,  whether  it 
pleafe  you,  or  not,  my  full  mind.  I 
have  had  feme  people  with  me,  deiiring 
me  to  inten;oic  \vltl:  you;  and  they  have 
a  greater  regard  for  your  honour,  than, 
1  rin  forry  to  fay,  you  have  your- 
ii.'f.  Could  I  think,  that  a  brother  of 
mine  would  fo  meanly  run  away  with 
my  late  dear  mother's  waiting-maid, 
:.eep  her  a  prilbner  from  all  her 
friends,  and  to  the  difgrace  of  your 
ov/n  ?  But  I  thought,  wl^fn  you 
\voi;id  not  let  the  wench  ccme  to  me  on 
my  mother's  death,  that  you  meant  no 
good. — I  bluih  for  you,  I'll  afTure  you. 
The  girl  was  an  innocent,  good  girl; 
but  I  fuppofi  that's  over  with  her  now, 
or  foon  will.  \Vhat  can  you  mean  by 
this,  let  me  afk  you  ?  Either  you  will 
hr.ve  her  for  a  kept  mifcrefs,  or  for  a 
wife.  If  the  former,  there  are  enongli 
to  be  had  without  ruining  a  poor 
wench  that  my  mother  loved,  and  who 
•  really  was  a  very  good  girl;  and  of  this 
you  may  he  afluirnec!.  As  to  the  ether, 
I  dare  fay,  yon  don't  think  of  it;  but 
if  -yo\\  Should,  you  woulu  he  utterly  in- 
cxcufable.  Coniuler,  brother,  that  our \s 
is  no  ursftart  family:  bi:t  is  as  ancient 
as  the  beft  in  the  kingdom  !  And,  for 
feveral  hundreds  of  years,  it  has  never 
been  known ,  that  th  e  hei  rs  of  it  hav 
graced  themlelves  by  ur.c  (ual  matches : 
and  you  know  you  have  been  fought 
to  by  Tome  of  the  beft  families  in  tl« 
nation,  for  your  alliance.  It  might  be 
well  enough,  i4"  •  defcertdcd 

of  a  family  of  yeitercby,  cr  but  a  re- 
move ar  two  f;\:rn  the  dirt  yon  -fesni 
fo  fond  of.  But  let  rne  tell  you,  that 
I,  and  all  mine,  will  renounce  you  for 
ever,  if  you  can  defcenu  io  meanly;  and 
I  fnail  be  a(h?.m?d  to  be  called  your 
inter.  A  -handfome  man,  as  you  are 
in  your  perfon;  ib  happy  in  tlie  gifts  of 
yoiir  rninc!,  y-bcdy  courts 

your  company;  a:  I  of  fech  a 

noble  and  char  I  I  '/cry  r:c.!\ 

r.ey  befides,  leit  you  ' 
i;i'  lutUci*  and  jsu/thers,  with  fuchan- 
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'  cient  blood  in  your  veins,  untainted  ! 

'  for  you  to  throw  away  yourfelf  thus,  is 
intolerable ;  and  it  would  be  very  wicked 
in  you  to  ruin  the  wencrTtoo.  So  that 
I  beg  you  will  reftore  her  to  her  pa- 
rents, and  give  her  one  hundred  pounds, 
or  fo,  to  make  her  happy  in  fome  honeft 
fellow  of  her  own  degree  j  and  that  will 
be  doing  fomething,  and  will  alfo 
oblige  and  pacify  jour  much  grieved 
Jijler. 

*  If  I  have  written  too  fliarply,  confider 
it  is  my  love  to  you,  and  the  Oiame 
you  are  bringing  upon  yourielf ;  and 
I  wim  this  may  have  the  efieci  upon 
you  intended  by  your  very  loving 
lifter.* 

This  is  a  fad  letter,  my  dear  father 
and  mother ;  and  one  may  fee  how  poor 
people  are  defpifed  by  the  proud  and  the 
rich !  and  yet  we  were  all  on  a  foot  ori- 
ginally: and  many  of  thefe  gentry,  that 
brag  of  their  ancient  blood,  would  be 
glad  to  have  it  as  wholeiome  and  as 
really  untainted  as  ours  '—-Surely  thefe 
proud  people  never  think  what  a  fhort 
ilage  life  is  ;  and  that,  with  all  their  va- 
nity, a  time  is  coming,  when  they" (hail 
be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  be  on  a  level  with 
\is :  and  true  ^aid  the  philoibpher,  when 
lie  looked  <rpon  the  ikull  of  a  king,  and 
that  of  a  poor  man,  that  he  faw  no  dif- 
ference between  them.  Befides,  do  they 
not  know,  that  the  richeft  of  princes,  and 
the  pooreft  of  beggars,  are  to  have  one 
great  and  tremendous  Judge,  at  the  l?.ft 
Jay;  who  will  not  diitingnifh  between 
them,  according  to  their  circumftances  in 
life  ? — But,  on  the  contrary,  may  make 
their  condemnations  the  greater,  as  their 
neglefted  opportunities  were  the  greater? 
Poor  fouls  !  how  do  I  pity  their  pride  !— « 
O  keep  me,  heaven !  from  their  high  con- 
dition, if  my  mind  (hall  ever  be  tainted 
with  their  vice !  or  polluted  with  fo  cruel 
and  inconficierate  a  contempt  of  the  hum- 
ble eftate  which  they  behold  with  fo  much 
fcorn  ! 

But  befides,  how  do  thefe  gentry  know, 
that,  fuppofmg  they  could  trace  back 
their  anceftry ,  for  one,  two,  three,  or  even 
five  hundred  years,  that  then  the  original 
ftems  of  thefe  poor  families,  though  they 
have  not  kept  fuch  elaborate  records  of 
their  good-for-nothingnefs,  as  it  often 
proves,  were  not  deeper  rooted  r— And 
how  can  they  be  affured,  that  one  hun- 
dred years  hence,  or  two,  fome  of  thofe 


now  defpifed  upftart  families  may  not 
revel  in  their  eftates,  while  their  deicend- 
ants  may  be  reduced  to  the  other's  dung- 
hilis  ! — And, perhaps,  inch  is  the  vanity, 
as  well  as  changekblenefs  of  In: man 
eftates,  in  their  turns  let  up  for  pride  of 
family,  and  defpiie  the  others  ! 

Thefe  reflections  occurred  to  my 
thoughts,  made  ferious  by  my  mafte/s 
indifpofition,  and  this  proud  letter  of  the 
lowly  Lady  Davers,  againft  the  high- 
minded  Pamela.  Lowly,  I  fay,  becauie 
flie  could  Jlaop  to  fuch  vain  pride  \  and 
high-minded  /,  becaufe  I  hope  I  am  too 
proud  ever  to  do  the  like  '.—But,  after 
all,  poor  wretches,  that  we  be !  we  fcarce 
know  what  we  are,  much  lefs  what  we 
Jhall  be! — But,  once  more,  pray  I,  to  be 
kept  from  the  iinful  pride  of  a  high  eftate. 

On  this  occafion  I  recal  the  following 
lines,  which  I  have  read ;  where  the  poet 
argues  in  a  much  better  m?nner : 

Wife  Providence 

Does  various  parts  for  various  minds  dif- 

pcnfe: 
The  tj'.eancj}  Jiaves,  or  thofe  who  hedge  and 

ditch, 

Are  ufeful,  by  their  fweat,  to  feed  the  rich. 
The  neb,  in  due  return,  impart  their  ftorej 
Which  comfortably  feeds  the  lab'ring^oor. 
Nor  let  the  neb,  the  loiueji  jla-ve  oildain: 
He's  equally  a  link  of  Nature's  chain: 
Labours  to  the  fame  er.d,  joins  in  one  •vieiv  \ 
And  loth  alike  the  Will-&v\nc  purfuej 
And,  at  the  Jaft,  are  leveil'd,  Ling  andjlave, 
Wicliout  diftindtion,  in  the  filent  grave. 


M 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

Y  mafter  fent  me  a  meflage  juft 
now,  that  he  was  fo  much  better, 
that  he  would  take  a  turn  after  breakfaft, 
in  the  chariot,  and  would  have  me  give 
him  my  company.  I  hope  I  mall  know 
how  to  be  humble,  and  comport  mykif 
as  I  mould  do  under  all  thefe  favours. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  is  one  of  the  moft  oblig- 
ing creatures  in  the  world ;  and  I  have 
fuch  refpe&s  fhewn  me  by  every  one,  as 
if  I  was  as  great  as  Lady  Davers — But 
now,  if  this  mould  all  end  in  the  fham- 
marriage ! — It  cannot  be,  I  hope.  Yet 
the  pride  of  greatnefs  and  anceftry,  and 
fuch-like,  is  fo  ftrongly  fet  out  in  Lady 
Davers's  letter,  that  I  cannot  flatter  my- 
felf  to  be  fo  happy  as  all  thefe  ddlrable 
appearances  make  for  me.  Should  I  be 
now  deceived,  I  fhould  be  worfe  off  thaa 
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ever.  But  I  ihall  fee  what  light  this  new 
honour  will  procure  me ! — So  I'll  get 
ready.  But  I  won't,  I  think,  change  my 
garb.  Should  I  do  it,  it  would  look  as 
if  I  would  be  nearer  on  a  level  with  him : 
and  yet,  mould  I  not,  it  may  be  thought 
a  dii°race  to  him}  but  I  will,  I  think, 
open  the  portmanteau,  and,  for  the  firft 
time  fmce  I  came  hither,  put  on  my  beft 
filk  night-gown.  But  then  that  will  be 
making  mylelf  a  fort  of  right  to  the 
cloaths  I  had  renounced ;  and  I  am  not 
yet  quite  lure  I  mall  have  no  other  erodes 
to  encounter.  So  I  will  go  as  I  am  ;  for, 
though  ordinary,  I  am  as  clean  as  a 
penny,  though  I  fay  it.  So  I'll  e'en  go 
as  I  am,  except  he  orders  otherwife.  Yet 
Mrs.  Jewk.es  fays,  I  ought  to  drefs  as 
fine  as  I  can.— But  I  fay,  I  think  not. 
As  my  mailer  is  up,  and  at  breakfail,  I 
will  venture  down  to  alk  him  how  he 
will  have  me  be. 

Well,  he  is  kinder  and  kinder,  and, 
thank  God,  purely  recovered! — How 
charmingly  he  looks,  to  what  he  did  yef- 
terday !  Bjefied  be  God  tor  it! 

He  arofe,  and  came  to  me,  and  took 
me  by  the  hand,  and  would  let  me  down 
by  him  ;  and  he  faid — '  My  charming 
'  girl  feemed  going  to  fpeak.  What 
«  would  you  fay?1— '  Sir,1  faid  I  (a  little 
amamed,)  '.  I  think  it  is  too  great  an  ho- 
'  nour  to  go  into  the  chariot  with  you.' — 
'  No,  my  dear  Pamela/  faid  he  5  '  the 

*  pleafure   of  your    company    will    be 
'  greater  than  the  honour  of  mine  j  and 

*  fo  fay  no  more  on  that  head.' 

<  But,  Sir,1  faid  I,  <  I  ihall  difgrace 

*  you,  to  go  thus.1 — *  You  would  grace 
'  a  prince,  my  fair-one,'  faid  the  good, 
kind,  kind  gentleman  !  '  in  that  drefs,  or 
1  any  you  mail  choofe  :  and  you  look  fo 
'  pretty,  that,  if  you  (hall  not  catch  cold 
'  in  that  round-ear' d  cap,  you  mail  go 
'  juft  as  you  are.1 — '  Bat,  Sir,1  laid  I, 

*  then  you'll  be  pleafed  to  go  a  bye- way, 
'  that  it  mayn't  be  feen  you  do  fo  much 
'  honour  to  your  fervant.' — '  O  my  good 

*  girl,'  faid  he,  '  I  doubt  you  are  afraid 

*  of  yourfelf  being  talked  of,  more  than 
'  me:  for  I  hope,  by  degrees  to  takeoff 
'  the  world's  wonder,  and  teach  them  to 
'  expe£l  what  is  to  follow,  as  a  due  to 

*  my  Pamela.' 

O  the  dear  good  man !  There's  for  you, 
my  dear  father  and  mother! — Did  I  not  do 
•well  now  to  come  back  ?— — O  could  I  get 
rid  of  my  fears  of  this  (ham-marriage 
j£for  all  this  is  not  yet  inconfiftent  with 


that  frightful  fcheme,)  I  fliould  be  too 
happy ! 

So  I  came  up,  with  great  pleafure,  for 
my  gloves;  and  now  wait  his  kind  com- 
mands. 'Dear,  dear  Sir!1  faidltomyfelf, 
as  if  I  was  fpeaking  to  him,  '  for  God's 

*  fake  let  me  have  no  more  trials  and  re- 

*  verfesj  for  I  could  not  bear  it  now,  I 
'  verily  ihink  !' 

At  lafl  the  welcome  meffage  came* 
that  my  m after  was  ready ;  and  fo  I  went 
down  as  fail  as  I  could  j  arid  he,  before 
all  the  fervants,  handed  me  in  as  if  I  was 
a  lady ;  and  then  came  in  ,  himfelf. 
Mrs.  Jewkes  begged  he  would  take  care 
he  did  not  catch  cold,  as  he  had  been  ill. 
And  I  had  the  pride  to  hear  his  new 
coachman  fay,  to  one  of  his  fellow-fer- 
vants — '  They  are  a  charming  pair,  I  am 

*  fine !  'tis  pity  they  should  be  parted ! ' — 

0  my  dear  father  and  mother !    I  fear 
your  girl  will  grow  as  proud  as  any  thing! 
And,  efpecialiy,  you  will  think  I  have 
reufon  to  guard  agaiml  it,  when  you  read 
the  kind  particulars  I  am  going  to  re- 
late. 

He  ordered  dinner  to  be  ready  by  two; 
and  Abraham,  who  fucctreds  John,  went 
behind  the  coach.  He  bid  Robin  drive 
gently,  and  told'  me,  ho  wanted  to  talk  to 
me  about  hi-  filler  Davers,  and  other 
matters.  Indeed,  at  iiifl  letting  out,  he 
kiffed  me  a  little  too  often,  that  he  did; 
and  I  was  afraid  of  Robin's  looking 
back,  through  the  fore-glafs,  and  people 
feeing  us,  as  they  palled  j  but  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly kind  to  me,  in  his  words,  as 
well.  At  lait,  he  faid — 

*  You  have,  I  doubt  not,  read  over 
'  and  over,  my  filler's  faucy  letter;  and 

*  find,  as  I  told  you,  that  you  are  no 

1  more  obliged  to  her  than  I  am.     You 

*  fee  fhe  intimates,  that  foine  people  have 
'  been  with  her;  and  who  mould  they  be, 

*  but  the  officioi  s  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  Mr. 
'  Longman,  and  Jonathan!  and  fo  that 
'  has  made  me  take  the  meafures  I  did  in 
1  difmiflmg  them  my  fervice. — I  lee,' 
faid  he,  *  you  are  going  10  fpeak  on  their 
4  behalfs ;  but  your  time  is  not  come  to 
£  do  that,  if  ever  I  mall  permit  it. 

<  My  fitter,'  fays  he,  <  I  have  been 
1  before-hand  with  ;  for  I  have  renounc- 
'  ed  her.  I  am  fure  I  have  been  a  kind 
1  brother  to  her  ;  and  gave  her  to  the 
'*  value"  of  3000!.  more  than  her  ih are 
'  came  to  by  father's  will,  when  I  en- 
'  tered  upon  my  eilate.  And  the  wq- 
'  man,  furely,  was  befide  herfclf  with 
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*  paffton  and  infolence,  when  flic  wrote 

*  me  fuch  a  letter ;  for  well  fhe  knc\v  I 

*  would  not  bear  it.  But  you  mull  know, 

*  Pamela,  that  fhe  is  much  incenlfd, 

*  that  I  will  give  no  ear  to  a  propofal  of 

*  her's,  of  a  daughter  of  my  Lord , 

*  who,1   faid   he,  f  neither  in  perfon,  or 
'  mind,  or  acquirements,  even  with  all 
f  her  opportunities,  is  to  be  named  in  a 

*  day  with  my  Pamela.     But  yet   you 
'  fee  the  plea,  my  girl,  which  I  made  to 

*  yon  before,  of  the  pride  of  condition, 
'  and  the  world's  cenfure,  which  I  own, 

*  iticks  a  little  too  dole  with  me  ft  ill  s 

*  for  a  woman  mines  not  forth  to  the 

*  publickas  a  man  j  and  the  world  fees 

*  not  your  excellencies  and  perfections  : 
'  if  it  did,  I  mould  entirely  ftand  ac- 

*  quitted  by  the  fevered  cenfurers.   But 

*  it  will  be  taken  in  the  lump  5  that  here 

*  is  Mr.  B — ,   with  fuch  and  fuch  an 

*  eftate,  has  married  his  mother's  wait- 

*  ing  maid  :  not  confidering  there  is  not 

*  a  lady  in  the  kingdom  that  can  out-do 

*  her,  or  better  fupport  the  condition  to 

*  which  fhe  will  be  raifed,  if  I  mould 
'  many  her.     And,'  faid  he,   putting 
his  arm  round  me,  and  again  kitting  me,* 
'  I  pity  my  dear  girl  too,  for  her  part 
«  in  this  cenfure  ;  for,  here  will  me  have 

*  t6  combat  the  pride  and  ilights  of  the 
?  neighbouring  gentry  all  around   us. 

*  Sifter  D  avers,  you  fee,  will  never  be 
.'  reconciled  to  you.     The  other  ladies 

*  will  not  vifit  you  j  and  you  will,  with 

*  a  merit  fuperior  to  them  all,  be  treated 
.*  as  if  unworthy  their  notice.     Should 
'  I  now  many  my  Pamela,  how  will  my 
f  girl  relifti  all  this  ?  Won't  thefe  be  cut- 
'  ting  things  to  my  fair-one  ?  For,  as  to 
'  me,  I  fhall  have  nothing  to  do,  but, 
'  with  a  good  ell  ate  in   poflemon,   to 

*  brazen  out  the  matter  of  my  former 
5  pleafantry  on  this  fubjecT:,   with  my 
?  companions  of  the  chace,  the  green,  and 

*  the  affemblee ;  ftand  their  rude  jefts 
'  for  once  or  twice,  and  my  fortune  will 
f  create  me  always   refpe£l  enough,    I 

*  warrant  you.     But,  I  fay,  what  will 
'  my  poor  girl  do,  as  to  her  part,  with 
'  her  own   fex  ?     For   fome   company 
'  you  muft  keep.     My  ftation  will  not 
«  admit  it  to  be  with  my  fervants  j  and 

*  the  ladies  will  fly  your  acquaintance ; 

*  and  ftill,  though  my  wife,  will  treat 
'  you    as   my  mother's  waiting-maid. 
4  What  fays  my  girl  to  this  ? ' 

You  may  well  guefs,  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  how  transporting  thefe  kind, 
thefe  generous  and  condefcending  fenti- 


ments  were  to  me  ! — I  thought  I  had  the 
harmony  of  the  fpheres  all  around  me  5 
and  every  word  that  dropped  from  his 
lips  was  as  fweet  as  the  honey  of  Hybla 
tome.  *  Oh,  Sir  !'  laid  I,  «  how  inex- 
'  preffibly  kind  and  good  is  all  this  ! 
'  Your  poor  fervant  has  a  much  greater 
'  ftruggle  than  this  to  go  through,  a 

*  more  knotty  difficulty  to  overcome.' 

«  What  is  that?'  faid  he,  a  little  im- 
patiently : ' !  will  not  forgive  your  doubts 
f  now.' — *  No,  Sir,'  faici  I,  '  I  cannot 
'  doubt  j  but  it  is,  how  I  {hdlfupport, 
'  how  I  fnall  deferve  your  goodncis  to 

<  me  !' — '  Dear  girl  !'  faid  he,  and  hug- 
ged me  to  his  breaft,  *  I  was  afraid  you 

*  would  have  made  me  angry  again  j 
'  but  that  I  would  not  be,  becaufe  1  fee 
'  you  have  a  grateful  heart  j  and  this 
'  your  kind  and  chearful  return,  after 
'  fuch  cruel  ufage  as  you  had  experi- 
'  enced  in  my  houfe,  enough  to  make 

*  you  deteft  the  place,  has  made  me  re- 
'  folve  to  bear  any-thing  in   you,  but 

*  doubts  of  my  honour,  at  a  time  when 
'  I  am  pern  ring  out  my  foul,  with  a  true 
'  and  affectionate  ardour,  before  you.* 

*  But,  good  Sir,1  faid  I,  '  my  greatefl 
f  concern  will  be  for  the  rude  jeits  you 

*  will  have  yourfelf  to  encounter  with, 
'  for   thus    ftooping   beneath    yourfelf. 

*  For  as  to  me ,  confidering  my  lowly 

*  eflate,  and  little  merit,  even  the  ilights 
'  and  refleclions  of  the  ladies  will  be  an 
'  honour  to  me  :  and  I  fhall  have  the 

*  piicle  to  place  more  than  half  their  ill- 
f  will,  to  their  envy  at  my  happinefs. 
'  And  if  I  can,  by  the  moft  chearful 

*  duty,  and  refigned  obedience,  have  the 
e  pleafure  to  be  agreeable  to  you,  I  fhall 
'  think  myfelf  but  too  happy,  let  the 
'  world  fay  what  it  will.' 

He  faid — l  You  are  very  good,  my 
'  deareft  girl :  but  how  will  you  beftow 
4  your  time,  when  you  will  have  no  vifits 
c  to  receive  or  pay?  No  parties  of  plea- 
'  fure.to  join  in  ?  No  card-tables  to  em- 
{  ploy  your  winter  evenings,  and  even, 

*  as  the  tafte  is,  half  the  day,  fummer 
'  and  winter  ?      And   you  have  often 

*  played  with  my  mother  too,  and  fo 
4  know  how  to  perform  a  part  there,  as 
'  well  as  in  the  other  diverfious  :   and 
'  I'll  affure  you,  my  girl,  I  fhall  not  de- 
'  fire  you  to  live  without  fuch  amufe- 

*  ments,  as  my  <wife  might  expecl,  were 
'  I  to  marry  a  lady  of  the  firil  quality.' 

£  O,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  are  all  good- 
c  nefs  !  How  fhall  I  bear  it  ?— But  do 

<  you  think,  Sir,  in  'fuch  a  family  as 
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•vour's,  a  perfon  whom  you  fhall  ho- 
nour with  the  name  of  miftrefs  of  it, 
will  not  find  ufeful  employments  for 
her  time,  without  looking  abroad  for 
any  others  ? 

*  In  the  firlt  place,  Sir,  if  you  will  give 
me  leave,  I  will  myfelf  look  into  fuch 
parts  of  the  family  ceconomy,  as  may 
not  be  beneath  the  rank  to  which  I  mil 
have  the  honour  of  being  exalted,  if 
any  fuch  there  can  be ;  and  this,  I  hope, 
without  incurring  the  ill-will  of  any 
hone  ft  fervant. 

*  Then,   Sir,   I  will  eafe  you  of  as 
much  of  your  family-accounts,  as  I 
pofllbly  can,  when  I  have  convinced 
you,  that  I  am  to  be  fruited  with  them  j 
and,  you  know,  Sir,  my  late  good  lady 

.  made  me  her  treafurer,  lu-j  almoner, 
and  every-thing. 

*  Then,  Sir,  it  I  muft  needs  be  vifiting, 
or  viiited,  and  the  lad-ies  won't  honour 
me  fo   much,   or  even  if  they  would 
now-and-then,    I  will    vifit,   if  your 
goodneis  will  allow  me  fo  to  do,  the 
lick  poor  in  the  neighbourhood  around 
you ;   and  admi  miter  to   their  wants 
and  neceilities,  iu  inch  matters,  as  may 
not  be  hurtful  to  your  eftate,  but  com- 
fortable to  them  ••)  and  entail  upon  you 
their  bleflings,   and   their  prayers  for 
your  dt-ur  health  and  welfare. 

*  Then  I  will  afDit  your  houSekeeper 
as  I  ufed  to  do,  in  the  making  jellies, 
comfits,  Sweetmeats,  marmalades,  cor- 
dials,; and  to  pot,  and  candy,  and  pre- 
Serve  for  the  ufes  of  the  family;    and 
to  make  myieif  all  the  fine  iinnen  of 
it  for  yourftlf  and  me. 

*  Then,  Sir,  if  you  will  Sometimes  in- 

ir.e  with  your  company,  I  will 
an  airing  in  your  chariot  now  and 
:  and  when  you  ihall  return  home 
1  from  your  diveriions  on  the  green,  or 
.from  the  chace,  or  where  you  fhall 
pieafe  to  go,  I  fliall  have  the  pleafure 
of  receiving  you  with  duty,  andachear- 
ful  delight  5  and,  inyour  abfence,  count 
the  moments  till  you  return  ;  and  you 
will,  may-be,  fill  up  fome  part  of  my 
time,  the  fweeteft  by  far !  with  your 
agreeable  conversation,  for  an  hour  or 
two  now  alul  then  ;  and  be  indulgent 
to  tlie  impertinent  overflowings  of  my 
gratctul  heart,  for  ajl  your  goodnefs 
to  in 'j. 

'  The  brcikfafling-time,  the  prepara- 
tions for  dinner,  and  Sometimes  to  en- 
tertain your  choScin  friends,  and  the 
company  y>ju  ikajl  bring  home  with 


you,  gentlemen,  if  not  ladies  >  and  the 
Supperings,  will  fill  up  a  great  part  of 
the  day,  in  a  very  neceflary  manner. 

*  And,  may-be,  Sir,  now-and-then, 
a  good-humoured  lady  will  drop  in; 
and  I  hope,   if  they  do,  I  fliali  So  be- 
have myieif",  as  not  to  add  to  the  diS- 
erace  you  will  have  brought  upon  yeiir- 
Self :  for  indeed,  I  will  be  very  cir- 
runirp~£t,  and  try  to  be  ;.s  di  facet:  as  I 
can  ;  and  as  humble  too,  as  mail  be 
con  latent  with  your  honour. 

'  Cards,  'tis  true,  I  can  play  at,  in  all 
the  ufual  games,  that  our  f  ex  delight 
in  ;  but  this  I  am  not  ibnd  of,  nor  fliall 
ever  deiire  to  play,  unit's  to  induce  Such 
Indies,  as  you  may  wi!h  to  See,  not  to 
abandon  your  houSe  for  want  of  ail 
amuTement  they  are  accuitomed  to. 

*  Muik,  which  our  good  lady  taught 
me,  will  fill  up  Some  intervals,  if  I 
fhould  have  any. 

*  And  then,  Sir,  you  know,  I  love 
reading  and  Scribbling  ;  and  though  all 
the  latter  will  be  employed  in  the  fa- 
mdy-accounts, between  the  Servants  and 
me,  and  me  and  your  good  SelS;  yet  read- 
ing, at  proper  times,  will  be  a  pleaSure 
to  me,  which  I  fhaU  be  unwilling  t» 
give  up,  for  the  heft  company  in  the 
world,  except  your's.     And,  O  Sir  \. 
that  will  help  to  polifh  my  mind,  and 

jriake  me  worthier  of  your  company 
and  convei  fation  ;  and,  with  the  expla- 
nations you  will  give  me,  of  what  I 
mail  not  understand,  will  be  a  Sweet 
employment,  and  improvement  too.  . 
'  But  one  thing,  Sir,  I  ought  not  to 
forget,  berauSe  it  is  the  chief :  my  duty 
to  God  will ,  I  hope, always  employ  Some 
good  portion  of  my  time,  with  thanks 
lor  i;is  Superlative  goodneSs  to  me  j  and 
to  pray  forjoit  and  myfelf:  for  you, 
Sir,  for  a  blefilng  on  you,  for  your 
great  goodneSs  to  Such  an  unworthy 
creature  :  for  myfelf,  fhat  I  may  be  en- 
abled to  difcharge  rcy  duty  to  you,  and 
be  found  grateful  for  all  the  bleflings 
I  ihall  receive  at  the  hands  of  Provi- 
dence, by  means  of  yourgenerofity  and 
condefcenSion. 

*  With  all  this,  Sir,""  Said  I, (  can  you 
think  I  mail  be  at  a  loSs  to  pal's  my 
time  ?  But,  as  I  know,  that  every  flight 
to  me,  if  I  come  to  be  So  happy,  will 
be,  in  Some  mealure,  a  flight  to  you,  I 
will  beg  of  you,  Sir,  not  to  let  me  go 
very  fine  in.drefs  ;  but  appear  only  io9 
as  that  you  may  not  be  afhamed  of  it 
after  the  honour  I  fhall  have  of  being 
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*  called  by  your  worthy  name  :  for  well 
'  I  know,  Sir,  that  nothing  fo  muchex- 
c  cites  the  envy  of  my  own  fex,  as  feeing 
'  a-  pcrlbn  above  them  in  appearance,  and 

*  in  drefs.  And  that  would  bringdown 

*  upon  me  an  hundred  faucy  things,  and 

*  lonxj~born  brats ,  and  I  can't  tell  what.' 
There  I  flopped  ;  for  I  had  prattled  a 

great  deal  too  much  fo  early;  and  hefaid, 
clamping  me  to  him — *  Why  itops  my 
dear  Pamela  ? — Why  does  me  not  pro- 
ceed ?  I  could  dwell  upon  your  woids 
all  the  day  long  ;  and  you  fhail  be  the 
direclrefs  of  your  own  pleufures,  and 
your  own  time,fofweetiy  do  vou  choofe 
to  employ  it :  and  thus  mall  1  find  ibme 
of  my  own  had  actions  atoned  for  hy  " 
your  exemplary  goodneis,  and  God 
will  blefs  me  forj/our  fake. 
«  O,'  faid  ue>  *  what  pie  afare  you  give 
me  in  this  fweet  foretaite  of  my  happi- 
nefs!  I  will  now  defy  the  faucy,  billy 
cc'nfurers  of  the  world  j  and  bid  them 
knowj'owr  excellence,  and  my  h'appi- 
nefs,  before  they,  with  unhallowed 
lips,  prefume  to  judge  of  my  actions, 
andj'0«r  merit! — And  let  me  tell  you, 
my  Pamela,  that  I  can  add  my  hopes 
of  a  ftill  more  pleafmg  amufement, 
and  what  your  bafaful  modefty  would 
not  permit  you  to  hint ;  and  which  t 
will  no  otherwife  tonch  upon,  left  it 
mould  feem,  to  your  nicety,  to  detract 
from  the  prefent  purity  of  my  good  in- 
tentions, than  to  fay,  I  hope  to  have 
fupcradded  to  all  thefe,  luch  an  em- 
ployment, as  will  give  me  a  view  of 
mating  my  happy  profpccts,  and 
my  family  at  the  fame  time  ;  of  which 
I  am  al'moft  the  only  male.' 
I  bluihed,  I  believe }  yet  could  not  be  - 
diipleafed  at  the  decent  and  charming 
manner  with  which  he  mfjnuated  this 
dittant  hope  :  and,  Oh  !  judge  for  me, 
foow  my  heart  was  affected  with  all  thsfe 
things  ! 

He  was  pleafed  to  add  another  charm- 
ing reflection,  which  Jhewed  me  the  no- 
ble fmcerity  of  his  kind  profeiTion?.  *  I 
do  own  to  you,  my  Pamela,'  faid  he, 
that  I  love  you  with  a  purer  flame  than 
ever  I  knew  in  my  whole  life :  a  flame 
to  which  I  was  a  ftranger  ;  and  which 
commenced  for  you  in  the  garden  ; 
though  you,  unkindly,  by  yourunfea- 
fonabledoubts,nipped  the  opening  bud, 
while  it  was  too  tender  to  bear  the  cold 
blafts  of  flight  or  negligence.  And  I 
know  more  fmctre joy  and  iatisf action 


in  this  fweet  hour's  converfation  wlfrh 
you,  than  all  the  guilty  tumults  of  my 
former  paffion  ever  did,  or  (had  even 
my  attempts  fucceeded)  ever  could 
have  afforded  me.' 

'  O,  Sir,'  faicl  I,  '  expect  not  words 
from  your  poor  fervant,  equal  to  thefe 
mod  generous  profeffions.  Both  the 
means,  and  the  will,  I  now  fee,  are 
given  to  yon,  to  lay  me  under  an  ever- 
laftiug  obligation.  How  happy  mall 
I  be,  if,  though  I  cannot  be  worthy  of 
all  this  goodnefs  and  condefcenlion,  I 
can  prove  myielf  not  entirely  unwor- 
thy of  it !  But  I  can  only  anfwer  for 
a  grateful  heart  j  and  if  ever  I  givq 
you  ca  ie  wilfully  (and  you  will  ge- 
nerouily  allow  for  involuntary  impei'7 
fections)  to  t>cdifgufted  with  me,  may 
I  be  an  out-caft  from  your  houie  and 
favour,  and  as  much  repudiated,  as  if 
the  law  had  divorced  me  from  you  ! 
f  But,  Sir,'  continued  1,  '  though  I 
was  Ib  unfeafonable'  as  I  was  in  the 
garden,  you  would,  I  flatter  myfeif, 
had  you  then  heard  me,  have  pardoned 
my  imprudence,  and  owned  I  had  fome 
caufe  to  fear,  and  to  wifn  to  be  with 
my  poor  father  and  mother  :  and  this 
I  the  rather  fay,  that  you  mould  not 
think  me  capableof  returning  infolence 
for  your  goodnefs ;  or  appearing  fool- 
ifhly  ungrateful  to  you,  when  you  was 
fo  kind  to  me.' 

*  Indeed,  Pam'ela,'  faid  he,  *  you  gave 
me  great  uneaiineis  ;  for  I  love  you  to» 
well  net  to  be  jealous  of  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  your  indifference  to  me, 
or  preference  of  any  oilier  perfon,  r.ot 
excepting  your  parents  themlelves. 
This  made  me  reiblve  not  to  hear  you  j 
for  I  had  not  got  over  my  reluctance 
to  marriage  ;  and  a  little  weight,  you 
know,  turns  the  fcale,  when  it  hangs 
in  an  equal  balance.  But,  yet,  you 
fee,  that  though  I  could  part  with  you, 
while  my  anger  held,  yet  the  regard  I 
had  then  newly  profeffed  for  your  vir- 
tue, made  me  r-eiblve  not  to  offer  fo 
violate  it  5  and  you  have  feen  likewife, 
that  the  painful  itruggle  I  underwent 
when  I  began  to  reflect,  and  to  read 
your  moving  journal,  between  my  de- 
iire  to  recal  you,  and  my  doubt  whether 
you  would  return  (though  yet  Ire- 
folved  not  to  force  you  to  it,)  had  iike 
to  have  coftme'a  fevere  ilinefs  :  bvit 
ycur  kind  and  chearful  return  has  oif- 
peileu  ail  my  fears,  and  given  me  hope, 
4  that 
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<  that  I  am  not  indifferent  to  you;  and 
'  you  lee  how  your  prefence  has  chafed 

*  away  my  illnefs/ 

*  I  bleis  God  for  it,*  faid  I ;  but  fincfe 
'  you  are  fo  good  as  to  encourage  me, 
«  and  will  not  defpife  my  weaknefs,  I 
«  will  acknowledge,  that  I  fuffered  more 

*  than  I  could  have  imagined,  till  I  ex- 
e  perienced  it,  in  being  banifhed  your 

*  pretence  in  fo  much  anger :  and  the 
(  more  ftill  was  I   affecled,  when  you 

*  anfwered  the  wicked  Mrs.  Jewkes  fo 
'  generoufly  in  my  favour,  at  my  leav- 
'  ing  your  houie.    For  this,  Sir,  awak- 

*  ened  all  my  reverence  for  you ;  and 

*  you  law  I  could  hot  forbear,  not  know- 

*  ing  what  I  did,  to  break  boldly  in  up- 

*  on  you,,  and  acknowledge  your  good- 

*  nefs  on  my  knees.' — i  'Tis  true,  nry 

*  dear  Pamela/  laid  he,  t  we  have  fiir- 
e  ficiently  tortured  one  another  ;  and  the 

*  only  comfort  that  can  refult  from  it, 
«  will 'be,   reflecting  upon   the  matter 

*  coolly  and  with   pleafure,   when   all 

*  theic  ftorms  are  overblown  (as  I  hope 

*  they  now  are,)  and  we  fit  together  fe- 
«  cured  in   each  other's  good  opinion, 
'  recounting  the  uncommon  gradations, 

*  by  whi ch  we  have  ui'cended  to  the  fum- 

*  rait  of  that  felicity,  which  I  hope  we 

*  ihall  fhortly  arrive  at. 

'  Meantime/  faid  the  good  gentle- 
man, *  let  me  hear  what  my  dear  girl 

*  would  have  faid  in  her  juftification, 
f  could  I  have  truftea  niyfelf  with  her, 

*  as  to  her  fears,  and  the  reafon  of  her 

*  wishing  herfelf  from  me,  at  a  time  that 
'  I  had  begun  to  fhe\v  my  fondnefs  for 

*  her,  in  a  mariner  that  I  thought  would 

*  have  been  agreeable  to  her  and  virtue/ 
I  pulled  out  of  ray  pocket  the  gypfey- 

letter;  but  I  faid,  before  I  mewed  it  to 
htm — *  I  have  this  letter,  Sir,  to  mew 

*  you,  as  what,  I  believe,  you  will  al- 

*  low,  muft  have  given  me  the  greatefl 

*  disturbance:  but,  firft,  as  I  know  not 

*  who  is  the  writer,  and  it  feems  to  be 
'  in  a  difguifed  hand,  I  would  beg  it  as 
'  a  favour,  th'at,  if  you  guefs  who  it  is, 

*  which  I  cannot,  it  may  not  turn  to  their 

*  prejudice,  becaufe  it  was  written,  very 

*  probably,  with  no  ether  view,  than  to 
'  ferve  me.1 

He  took  it,  and  read  it.  And  it  be- 
ing figned  Somebody,  he  faici — '  Yes, 
1  this  is  indeed,  from  Somebody  ;  and, 

*  difguifed  as  the  hand  is,  I  know  the 

*  writer :  don't  you  fee,   by  the  fetnefs 

*  of  feme  of  theie  letters,  and  a  little 

*  Secretary -cut  heie-and-there,  efpcciaily 


in  that  *•,  and  that  r,  tfiat  it  is  the  hand 
of  a  peribn  bred  in  the  law- way  ?  Why, 
Pamela/  faid  he,  *  'tis  old  Longman's 
hand  :  an  officious  rafcal  as  he  is  !— 
But  I  have  done  with  him.- — *  O  Sir/ 
aid  I,  '  it  would  be  too  infolent  in  me 
to  orler  (fo  much  am  I  myfelf  over- 
whelmed with  your  goodnefs)  to  defend 
any  body  you  are  angry  with  J  yet,  Sir, 
fb  far  as  they  have  incurred  your  dif- 
pleafure  for  my  fake,  and  for  no  other 
want  of  duty  or  refpe&,  I  could  wiih— ' 
But  I  dare  not  fay  more.' 
*  But/  faid  he,  •'  as  to  the  letter,  and 
the  information  it  contains  : — let  me 
know,  Pamela,  when  you  received 
this  ?'— <  On  the  Friday,  Sir/  faid  I, 
that  you  were  gone  to  the  wedding  at 
Stamford.'—*  How  could  it  be  cen- 
veyed  to  you/  faid  he,  *  unknown  to 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  when  I  gave  her  fuch  a 
{tricl:  charge  to  attend  you,  and  you. 
had  promifed  me,  that  you  would  not 
throw  yourfelf  in  the  way  of  fuch  in- 
telligence? For/  faid  he,  *  when  I  went 
to  Stamford,  I  knew  from  a  private 
intimation  given  me,  that  there  would 
be  an  attempt  made  to  fee  you,  or  give 
you  a  letter,  by  fomebody,  if  not  to 
get  you  away;  but  was  not  certain 
from  what  quarter,  whether  from  my 
filter  D avers,  Mrs.  Jervis,  Mr.  Long- 
man, or  John  Arnold,  or  your  father  ; 
and  as  I  was  then  but  ftruggling  with 
myfelf,  whether  to  give  way  to  my 
honourable  inclinations,  or  to  free  you, 
and  let  you  go  to  your  father,  that  I 
might  avoid  the  danger,  I  found  my- 
felf in  of  the  former,  (for  I  hadabfo- 
lutely  reiblved  never  to  wound  again 
even  your  ears  with  any  propofals  of  a 
contrary  nature ;)  that  was  the  reafon 
I  defired  you  to  permit  Mrs.  Jewkes 
to  be  fo  mxich  on  her  guard  till  I  came 
back,  when  I  thought  I  mould  have 
decided  this  diiputed  point  within  my- 
felf, between  my  pride  and  my  incli-' 
nations.' 

'  This,  good  Sir/  faid  I,  '  accounts 

well  to  me  for  your  conduct  in  that 

cafe,  and  for  what  you  faid  to  me  and 

Mrs.  Jewkes  on'  that  occalion  :  and  t 

Ice  more  and  more  how  much  I  may 

depend  upon  your  honour  and  good- 

neis  to  me.    But  I  will  tell  you  all  the 

truth.'     And  then  I  recounted  to  him 

the  whole  affair  of  the  gypiey,  and  hovr 

the  letter  was  put  among  the  looie  grafs, 

&c.     And  he  faid — '   The  man  who 

(  things  a  thoi'fand  dragons  fufficknt  to 

X.  *  *  watc& 
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*  watch  a  woman,  when  her  inclination 
4  takes  a  contrary  bent,  will  find  all  too 
'  little ;  and  flic  will  engage  the  (tones 

*  in  the  ftreet,  or  the  grafs  in  the  field, 

*  to  a6l  for  her,  and  help  on  her  corre- 

*  fpondence.  If  the  mind/  faid  he,  '  be 
'  not  engaged,  I  fee  there  is  hardly  any 
4  confinement  fufficignt  for  the  body; 

*  and  you  have  told  me  a  very  pretty 
'  ftory ;  and,  as  you  never  gave  me  any 

*  reaibn  to  queition  your  veracity,  even 
'  in  your  fevereit  trials,  1  make  no  doubt 

*  of  the  truth  of  what  you  have  now 

*  mentioned:   and  I  will,  in  my  turn, 

*  give  you  fuch  a  proof  of  mine,  that 

*  you  ihall  find  it  carry  a  conviction 
'  with  it. 

*  You  muft  know,  then,  my  Pamela, 
r  that  I  had  actually  formed  fuch  a  pro- 
'  jecl,  ib  well  informed  was  this  old  raf- 

*  cally  Somebody  I  and  the  time  was  fixed 
c  for  the  very  perfen  defcribed  in  this 

*  letter  to  be  here ;  and  I  haxt  thought  he 

*  fhould  have  read  fome  part  of  the  cere- 
'  mony  (a*  little  as  was  poflible,  to  de- 

*  ceive  you)  in  my  chamber ;  and  fo  I 
1  hoped  to  have  you  mine  upon  terms 

*  that  then  would  have  been  much  more 
'  agreeable  to  me  than  real  matrimony. 

*  And  I  did  not  in  Ixatte  intend  you  the 
'  mortification  of  being  undeceived;  ib 

*  that  we  might  have  lived  for  years, 

*  perhaps,  very  lovingly  together  ;   and 

*  I  had,  at  the  fame  time,  been  at  iibeity 

*  to  confirm  and  abrogate  it  as  I  pleafed .' 
4  O  Sir,'  laid  I,  'lam  out  of  breath 

-  *  with  the  thoughts  of  my  danger.  But 

*  what  good  angel  prevented  the  esecu- 
'  tionofthis  deep-laid  deiign?' 

4  Why^flMi-  good  angel,  Fain  el  a,*  faid 
he  ;  *  for  when  I  began  to  conlider,  that 

*  it  would  have  rnadej^w  miferable,  and 

*  me  not  happy,  that  if  you  ihould  have 
'  a  dear  little  one,  it  would  be  out  of  my 
t  own  power  to  legitimate  it,  if  I  fhould 
'  wifh  it  to  inherit  my  ellate;  and  that, 
«  as  lam  almoft  the  lail  of  my  family, 
4  and  moil  of  what  I  pofleTs  mutt  de- 
4  fcend  to  a  ftrange  line,  and  difagreeable 

*  and  unworthy  pericns ;  notwithftand- 

*  ing  that  I  might,    in  this  cafe,   have 
«   illue  cf  my  own  body ;  when  I  further 
'  co'nfidered  your  untainted  virtue,  what 
'  dangers  and  trials  you  had  undergone 

*  by  my  means,  am!  what  a  wodd  of 
'  troubles  I  had  involved  you  in,  only 

*  becaule  you  weie  beautiful  and  vir- 

*  tuous,  which  had  excite\l  all  my  paf- 

*  lion  for  you  j  and  refkcted  aiib  upon 


4  your  tried   prudence  and  truth  :    /,. 
4  though   I  doubted   not  effecting  this 

*  my  lall  plot,  refolved  to  overcome  my- 

*  ielf  3   and  however  I  might  fuffer  in 
'  ftruggling  with  my  affeclion  for  you, 
'  to  part  with  you,  rather  than  to"  be- 
4  truy  you  under  fo  black  a  veil.  Befides,'"* 
faid  he,  '  I  remember  how  much  I  had 
4  exclaimed  againft  and  cenfured  an  ac- 

*  tion  of  this  kind,  that  had  been  attri- 

*  but«d  to  one  of  the  firft  men  of  the 

*  law,  and  of  the  kingdom,  as  he  after- 
4  wards  became ;  and  that  it  was  but 

/  treading   in  a  path  that  another  had 
'  marksd  out  for  me ;  and,  as  I  was 

*  afTured,  with  no  great  fatisfa&ion  to 
t  him£elf>  when  he  came  to  reflect;   my 
4  foolifh  pride  was  a  little  piq\-ed  with 
c  this,  bt-caufe  I  loved  to  be,  if  I  went 

*  out  of  the  way,  my  own  original,  as  \ 
<-  maycal-1  it:  on  all  thele  considerations 

*  it  was,  that  I  reje6ted  this  project,  ami 

*  fent  word  to  the  per-fon,   that  I  had 

*  better  conildered  of  the  matter,  ar.xl 
4  would  liot  have  him  come,  till  he  heard 

*  further  from  me  :  and,  in  this  fuipence, 

*  I  fuppcfe,  fome  of  your  confederates, 
'  Pamela,  (tor  we  have  been  a  couple  of 

*  plotters,  though  your  virtue  and  merit 

*  have  procured  you  faithful-  friem is  and 

*  partifaus,  which  rny  money  and  pro- 

*  ruiies  co;:ld  hardly  do)   one  way  oiv 

*  other  got  knowledge  of  it,   and  gave 

*  you  this  notice  ;  but,  perhaps,  it  would 
4  have  come  too  late,  had  not  your  white 
4  angel  got  the  better  of  my  black  one, 
4  and  inlpired  me  with  refolutions   to 

*  abandon  the  prcjeil,  juft  as  it  was  to 

*  have  been  put  into  execution.  But  yet 
4  I  own,  that,  from  thefe  appearances, 
4  you  were  but  too  well  iuiiified  in  your 
4  fears,  on  tins  odd  way  of  coming  at- 

*  this  intelligence ;   and  I  have  only  one 
4  thing  to  blame  you  for,  that  though  I 
4  was  refolved  not  to  bear  you  in  your 
4  own  defence,  yet,  as  you  have  16  readf 
4  a  talent  at  your  pen,  you  might  have 
4  cleared  your  part  of  this  matter  up  to- 
4  me  by  a  line  or  two ;  and  when  I  had 
4   known  what  feeming  good   grounds 
'  you  had  for  powring  cold  water  on  a 

*  young  flame,  that  was  juft  then  rifing- 
4  to  an  honourable  expanfion,  I  fhould 
4  not  have  imputed  it,   as  I  WHS  apt  to 
4  do,  to  unfeaibnable  infult  for  my  ten- 
4  dernefs  to  you,  on  one  hand  ;  to  per- 
<  verfe  nicety,  on  the  other  ;  or  to  (what 
4  I  was  moft  alarmed  by,  and  concerned 
c  for)  prepoffefiioa  for  fome  other  per- 
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*  fan  :   and  this   would  have  faved  us 
'  both  much  fatigue,  I  of  mind,  you  of 

*  body.' 

<•  And,  indeed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  'of  mind 
f  too;  and  I  could  not  better  manifest 
'  this,  than  by  the  chearfulnds  with 

*  which  I  obeyed  your  recalling  me  to 

*  vo  u  r  pre  fe  n  ce . ' 

"'  Ay,  that,  my  dear  Pamela,'  faid  he, 
and  claiped  me  in  his  arms,  *  was  the 

*  kind,    the  inexprefTible  kind  action, 

*  that  has  rivered  my  affections  to  you, 

*  and  obliges  me,   in  this-  free  and  un- 

*  referved   manner,  to  pour  my  whole 

*  foul  into  your  bofom.' 

I  faid — **  I  had  the  lefs  merit  in  tors 
4  mv  return,  becaufe  I  was  driven  by  an 
'  irreiiitible  impulie  to  it;  and  could  not 

*  help  it,  if  I  woukl.' 

*  This,'  faid  he  (and  honoured  me  by 
kifljng  my  hand,)  '  is  engaging,  indeed; 

*  if  I  may  hope,  that  my  Pamela's  gen- 

*  tie  inclination  for  her  perfecutov  was 

*  the  ftrongeit  motive  to  her  return;  and 

*  I  fo  much  value  a  voluntary  love  in 

*  the  perfon  I  would  wifti  for  my  wife, 

*  that  I  would  have  even  prudence  and 

*  intereft  hardiy  named  in  companion 

*  with  it :  and   can  you  return  me  fm- 
4  cerely  the  honett  compliment  I  now 

*  make  you  ?— In   the    choice   I    have 

*  made,  .it  is  impofiible  I  ihould  have 
4  any  view  to  my  intereft.     Love,  true 

*  love,  is  the  only  motive  by  which  I  am 

*  induced.    And  were  I  not  what  I  am, 
4  could  you  give  me  the  preference  to 

*  any  other  you  know  in  the  world, 

*  notwithstanding  what  has  parted  be- 
'  tween  us  ?' — *  Why,'  faid  I,   '  ihould 
'  your  fo  much  obliged  Pamela  refuie  to 

*  aniwer  this  kind  qvelticn  ?     Cruel,  as 

*  I  have  thought  you,  and  dangerous  as 
'  your  views  to  my  honetty  have  been  j 
'   you,   Sir,  are  the  only  perfon  living 

*  that  ever  was  more  than  indifferent  to 

*  me;   and  before  I  knew  this  to  be, 

*  what  I  biuih  now  to  call  it,  I  could 
'  not  hate  yyu,  or  wiih  you  ill,  though, 
1  from  my  foul,  the  attempts  you  made 
'  were  mocking,  and  moil  diftaiteful  to 
'  me.' 

*  I  am  fatisfied,  my  Pamela,'  faid  he ; 
'  nor  do  I  want  to  fee  thofe  papers  that 
'  you  have  kindly  written  for  to  your 
'  father  ;  tfiough  I  ftill  v/ifti  to  fee  there 
'  too,  for  the  fake  of  .the  iV/eet  manner 

*  in  which  you  relate  what  has  pafTecl, 
'  and  to  have  before  me  the  whole  feries 
c  oi  your  i'uffevings,  that  I  may  lcaa-n 


c  what  degree  of  kindnefs  may  befuf- 
'  iicient  to  recompenie  you  for  them/ 

In  this  manner,  my  dear  father  and 
mother,  did  your  happy  daughter  find 
herfelf  bleffed  by  her  generous  matter  I 
An  ample  recompence  for  ail  her  fuf- 
ferings  did  I  think  this  iweet  converfa- 
tion  only.  A  hundred  tender  things  he 
exprefled  belides,  that  though  they  never 
can  efcape  my  memory,  yet  would  be 
too  tedious  to  write  down.  Oh  how  I 
blcfltd  God,  and,  I  hope,  ever  fhall,  for 
all  h.:5  gracious  favours  to  his  unworthy 
handmaid  !  What  a  happy  change  is 
this  !  And  who  knows  but  my  kind, 
my  generous  malter,  may  put  it  in 
my  power,  when  he  fhall  fee  me  not 
quite  unworthy  of  it,  to  be  a  means, 
without  injuring  him,  to  difpenfe  around 
me,  to  many  peri'ons,  the  hsppy  influ- 
ences of  the  condition  to  which  I  (hall 
be,  by  his  kind  favour,  exalted  ?  Doubly 
bleit  fliall  I  be,  in  particular,  if  I  can 
return  the  hundredth  part  of  the  obliga- 
tions I  owe  to  inch  horn  ft  good  parents, 
to  whole  pious  inftru&ions  and  examples, 
under  God,  I  owe  all  my  prefent  happi- 
nefs,  and  future  prcfpecls. — O  the  joy 
that  fills  my  mind  on  theie  proud  hopes! 
on  theie  delightful  prolpefts  ! — It  is  too 
mighty  for  me  ;  and  I  mutt  lit  down  to 
ponder  all  theie  things^  and  to  admire 
and  blefs  the  goodncis  of  that  Provi- 
dence, which  has,  through  fo  many  in- 
tricate mazes,  madt  me  tread  the  paths 
of  innocence,  and  fo  amply  rewarded 
me,  for  what  it  has  Jtfelf  enabled  me  to 
do  I  AD  glory  to  God  alone  be  ever 
given  for  it,  by  your  poor  enraptured 
daughter !— — - 

I  will  now  continue  my  moft  pleading 
relation. 

/ 

As  the  chariot  was  returning  home 
from  this  iweet  airing,  he  faid — *  From 
all  that  has  pafled  between  u-s  in  thi« 
pleafmg  turn,  my  Pamela  will  fee,  and 
will  believe,  that  the  trials  of  her  vir- 
tue are  all  over  from  me:  but  perhaps, 
there  will  be  feme  few  yet  to  come  of 
her  patience  and  humility.  For  I  have, 
at  the  earnelt  importunity  of  Lady 
Darnford,  and  her  daughters,  pro- 
mifed  them  a  light  of  my  belov-ed  girl: 
and  fo  I  intend  to  have  their  whole 
family,  and  Lady  Jones,  and  Mrs. 
Peter*  Y&mily,t»dinc  with  me  once  ia 
«  a  few 
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'  a  few  clays.  '  And,  fince  I  believe  you 

*  would  hardly  choofe,    at  prefent,  to 

*  grace  the  table  on  the  occafion,  till  you 

*  can  do  it  in  your  own  right,  I  fhould 
'  be  glad  you  would  not  refufe  coming 
'  down  to  us  if  I  fnould  defire  it  j  for  I 
'.  would  preface  our  nuptials,'  faid  the 
dear  gentleman  !  O  what  a  fweet  word 
was  that  !  —  *  with  their  good  opinion  of 

*  your  merits  j  and  to  fee  you,  and  your 
'  fWeet  manner,  will  be  enough  for  that 
'  purpofe  ;  and  fo,  by  degrees,  prepare 

*  my  neighbours  for  what  is  to  follow  : 
'  and  they  already  have  your  character 

*  frommejand  aredifpofedtoadmireyou,' 

*  Sir,1  laid  I,  «  after-all  that  has  paffed, 

*  I  fhould  be  unworthy,  if  I  could  not 

*  fay,  that  I  can  have  no  will  but  yours  : 
'  and  however  aukwardly  I  mail  behave 

*  in  fuch  company,  weighed  down  with 
'  the  fenfe  of  your  obligations  on  one  fide, 
'  and  my  own  unworthinefs,  with  their 
'  obfervations  on  the  other,  1  will'not 

*  fcrupleto  obey  you.' 

4  I  am  obliged  to  you,  Pamela,'  faid 
he;  '  and  pray  be  only  dreffed  as  you 

*  are;  for  fince  they  know  your  condi- 

*  tion,  and  I  have  told  them  the  ftory  of 
'  your  prefent  drefs,  and  how  you  came 

*  by  it,  one  of  the  young  ladies  begs  it 

*  as  a  favour,  that  they  may  fee  you  juft 

*  as  you  are  :  and  I  am  the  rather  pleafed 

*  it  mould  be  fo,  becaufe  they  will  per- 
'  ceive  you  owe  nothing  to  drefs,  but 

*  make  a  much  better  figure  'with  your 

*  own  native  frock  of  loveiinefs,  than  the 
'  greatest   ladies   arrayed   in    the  moft 
'  fplendid  attire,  and  adorned  with  the 
'  moft  glittering  jewels.' 

4  OSir,'  fiiid  I,  *  your  gcodnefs  beholds 
'  your  poor  fervant  in  a  light  greatly  be- 

*  yond  her  merit  !  But  it  muft  not  be  ex- 

*  pefted  that  others,  ladies  efpeciaiiy,  will 
'.  lookupon  mewithjoflrfavo'irableeyes: 
4  but  neveithelefs,  I  mould  be  bed  pleaf- 
4  ed  to  wear  always  this  humble  garb,  till 
'  you,  for  your  own  fake,  mall  order  it 
'  othei  wife  :  for,  oh,  Sir/  laid  I,  C-I  hope 
'  it  will  be  always  my  pride  to  glory  moft 
4  in  your  goodnefs  ;  and  it  will  be  a  plea- 
'  fure  to  me  to  mew  every  one,  that,  with 

*  refpecl:  to  my  happinefs  in  this  life,  i  am 
'  entirely  the    work  of  your   bounty  ; 
'  and  to  let  the  world  fee  from  wha*  a 

*  lowly  original  you  have  raifed  me  to 
4  honours,  that  the  greateft  ladies  would 
'  rejoice  in.'- 

4  Admirable  Pamela  !'  faid  he;  4  ex- 
'  cellenr  girl  !—  Sur.ely  thy  fcntiments 
'  are  .fuperior  to  thof*  of  *li  thy  '{ex  I—  « 


4  I  might  have  addrejfed  a  hundred  fine 
4  ladies  j  but  never,  i'urely,  could  have 
*  had  reafon  to  admire  one  as  I  do  you/ 
As,  my  dear  father  and  mother,  I  re- 
peat thefe  generous  fayings,  only  becaufe 
they  are  the  effect  of  my  matter's  good- 
nefs,  being  far  from  prefuming  to  think 
I  deferveone  of  them;  fo  I  hope  you  will 
not  attribute  it  to  my  vanity;  for  I  do  af- 
fure  you,  I  think  I  ought  rather  to  be 
more  humble  >  as  I  am  more  Obliged:  for 
it  muft  be  always  align  of  a  poor  condi- 
tion, to  receive  obligations  one  cannot 
repay  j  as  it  is  of  a  rich  mind,  when  it 
*  can  confer  them,  without  expecting  or 
needing  a  return.  It  is,  on  one  fide, 
the  ftate  of  the  human  creature,  com- 
pared, on  the  other,  tp  the  Creator;  and 
fo,  with  due  deference,  may  his  benefi- 
cence be  faid  to  be  god-like,  and  that  is 
thehigheft  that  can  be  laid. 

The  chariot  brought  us  home  at  near 
the  hour  of  two;  and,  blefled  be  God, 
my  mafter  is  pure  well,  and  chearful; 
and  that  makes  me  hope  he  does  not  re- 
pent him  of  his  late  generous  treatment 
of  me.  He  handed  me  out  of  the  cha- 
riot, and  to  the  parlour,  with  the  fame 
goodnefs  that  he  (hewed  when  he  put  me 
into  it,  before  feveral'of  the  fervants. 
Mrs.  Jewkes  came  to  enquire  how  he 
did.  4  Qwte  well,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid  he, 
1  quite  wellj  I  thank  God  and  thisgood( 
'  girl  for  it!1—'  T  am  glad  of  it,'  laid  Hie; 

*  but  I  hope  you  are  not  the  worfe  for 
f  my  care  and  my  docloring  of  you!%— 
'  No,  but  the  better,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid 
he; '  you  have  much  obliged  me  by  both/ 

Then  he  faid — '  Mrs.  Jewkes,  you 
1  and  I  have  ufed  this  good  girl  very 
4  hardly.'—'  I  was  afraid,  Sir,'  faid 
me,  *  I  mould  be  the  fubjeftof  her  com- 

*  plaints.' — 4  I  aflureyou,'  faid  he,  *  me 
4  has  not  opened   her  lips  about  you. 
4  We  have  had  a  quite  different  fubject 
f  to  talk  of;  av,d  1  hope  (lie  will  forgive 

<  us  both  j  you  efpeciaiiy  fhe  muft;  be- 
'  caufe  you  have  done  nothing  but  by 

*  my  orders.     But  I  only  mean,  that jthc 
'  neceffary  confequence  of  thofe  orders 
4  has  been  very  grievous  to  my  Pamela  : 

*  and  now  comes  our  part  to  make  her 
4  amends,  if  we  can.' 

'  Sir,'  laid  me,  *  I  always  faid  to  Ma- 
4  dam, •  (as  fhe  called  me)  that  you,  was 

<  •/ try  ;^ood ,  and  very  forgiving.' — 4  No,' 
faid  he,  '  I  have  been  (lark  naught,  and 
4   it  is  ihe,  I  ho;>e,  will  be  very  forgiving. 

<  jjut  all  this  preamble  is  to  tell  you, 

'  Mrs. 
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.'  Mrs.  Jewkes,  that  now  I  defire  you'll 

*  ftudy  to  oblige  her,  as  much  as   (to 

*  obey  me)  you  was  forced  to  difoblige 
f  her   before. '     And  you'll  remember, 

*  that  in  every  thing  me  is  to  be  her  own 

*  miftrefs.' 

*  Yes,'  laid  me,  *  and  mine  too,  I  fup- 

*  pofe,  Sir?' — '  Aye,1  laid  the  generous 
genlleman,  '  I  believe  it  will  be  fo  in  a 
'  little  time.' — «  Then,'   faid   fhe,   '  I 
f  know  how  it  will  go  with  me  !'     And 
ib  put   her  handkerchief  to  her  eyes.— <• 
'  Pamela,'   laid  my   mailer,  *  comfort 

*  poor  Mrs.  Jewkes.' 

This  was  very  generous,  already  to 
feern  to  put  her  in  my  power}  and  I  took 
her  by  the  hand,  and  faid — *  1  ftiall  never 

*  take  upon  me,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  to  make 

*  a  bad   uie  of  any  opportunities   that 

*  may  be  put  into  my  hands  by  my  ge- 

*  nerous  mafter;  nor  fliall  I  ever  wifh  to 

*  do  you  any  differvice  if  I  might:  for  I 
5  mall  confider,  that  what  you  have  done, 
'  was  in  obedience  to  a  will  which  it  will 
'  become  me  alfo  to  fubmit  to ;  and  fo, 
'  if  the  effeQs  of  our  obedience  may  be 

*  different,  yet,  as  they  proceed  from  one 
(  caufe,  that  muft  be  always  reverenced 
'  by  me.' 

*  See  there,  Mrs,  Jewkes,'  faid  my 
mafter,  *  we  are  both  in  generous  hands} 
'  and,  indeed,  if  Pamela  did  not  pardon 
'  you,  I  mould  think  me  but  half  forgave 
'  me,  becaufe  you  acted  by  my  inftruc- 
f  tions.'— «  Well,'  laid  (he,  <  God  blefs 

*  you  both  together,  fmce  it  muft  be  fo  j 

*  and  I  will  double  my  diligence  to  oblige 

*  my  lady,  as  I  find  me  will  foon  be/ 

Q  my  dear  father  and  mother,  now 
pray  for  me  on  another  fcore !  for  fear  I 
fhould  grow  too  proud,  and  be  giddy 
and  foolifh  with  all  theie  promiiing 
things,  fo  foothing  to  the  vanity  of  my 
years  and  fex.  But  even  to  this  hour 
can  I  pray,  that  God  would  remove  from 
me  all  theie  delightful  profpe&s,  if  they 
were  likely  fo  to  corrupt  my  mind,  as  to 
make  me  proud  and  vain,  ahcl  not  Ac- 
knowledge, with  thankfurhumiUty,  the 
Hefted  Providence  which  has  fo  vifibly 
conducted 'me  through  the  dangerous 
paths  I  have  trod  to  this  happy  moment. 

My  mafter  was  pleafeol  to  fay,  that  he 
thought  I  might  as  well  dine  with  him, 
fmce  he  was  alone :  but  I  begged  he 
would  excufe  me,  for  fear,  as  I  faid,  fuch 
excefs  of  goodnefs  and  condefcenfion,  all 
at  once,  ihouid  turn  my  headj  and  that 


he  would  by  flower  degrees  bring  on  my 
happinefs,  left  I  mould  not  know  how 
to  bear  it. 

'  Perfons  that  doubt  themfelves,'  faid 
he,  '  feldom  do  amifs :  and  if  there  was 

*  any  fear  of  what  you  fay,  ycu  could 

*  not  have  it  in  your  thoughts:  for  none 
'  but  the  prefumptuous,  the  conceited, 
(  and  the  thoughtlefs,  err  capitally.  But, 

*  neverthelefs,'faid  he,  *  I  have  fuch  an, 
f  opinion  of  your  prudence,  that  I  mail 

*  generally  think  what  you  do  right,  be- 

*  caufe  it  \syou  that  do  it.1 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  your  kind  expreffions 

*  mall  not  be  thrown  away  upon  me,  if  I 

*  can  help  it;  for  they  will  talk  me  with 
1  the  care  of  endeavouring  to  deferve  your 
4  good  opinion,  and  your  approbation, 

*  as  the  beft  rule  of  my  conduct.'' 
Being  then  about  to  go   up-ftairs— — 

'  Permit  me,  Sir,'  faid  I,  (lookingaboat 
me  with  fome  confufion,  to  fee  that  no- 
body was  there)  '  thus  on  my  knees  to 

*  thank  you,  as  I  often  wanted  to  do  ia 
'  the  chariot,  for  all  your  goodnefs  to 
'  me,  which  mail  never,  I  hope,  be  caft 
«  away  upon  me.'     And  fo  I  had  tha 
boldnefs  to  kifs  his  hand. 

I  wonder  fmce  how  I  came  to  be  fo 
forward.  But  what  could  I  do? — My 
poor  grateful  heart  was  like  a  too  full 
river,  which  overflows  it's  banks;  and  it 
carried  away  my  fear  and  my  fhame- 
facednefs,  as  that  does  all  before  it  ou 
the  furface  of  it's  waters ! 

He  clafpedme  in  his  arms  with  tranf- 
port,  and   condefcendingly  kneeled  by 
me,  and  kiffing  me,  faid — '  O  my  dear 
obliging  good  girl,  on  my  knees,  as  you 
on  yours,  I  vow  to  you  everlafting 
truth  and  fidelity ;  and  may  God  but 
blefs  us  both  with  half  the  pleafures 
that  feem  to  lie  before  us,  and  we  mall 
have  no  reafon  to  envy  the  felicity  of 
the  greateft  princes!' — *  O  Sir,'  faid  I, 
how  mail  Ifupport  fomuch  goodnefs! 
I -am  poor,   indeed,   in  every -tking^ 
compared  to  you !  and  how  far,  very 
far,  do  you,  in  every  generous  way, 
leave  me  behind  you  !' 
He  raifed  me,  and,  as  I  bent  towards 
the  door,  led  me  to  the  ftairs-foot,  and, 
faluting  me  there  again,  left  me  to  go  up 
to  my  clofet,  where  I  threw  myfelf  on 
my  knees  in  raptures  of  joy,  and  bleffed 
that  gracious  God,  who  had  thus  chang- 
ed my  diftrefs  to  happinefs,  and  fo  abund- 
antly rewarded  me  for  all  the  fufferings 
I  had  pafTed  through. — And  oh,  how 
light,  how  very  light,  do  all  thofe  fuf- 

fering* 
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firings  noiv  appear,  which  tken  my  re- 
pining mind  made  fo  grievous  to  mel— »• 
Hence,  in  every  ftate  of  life,  and  in  all 
the  changes  and  chances  of  it,  for  the 
future,  will  I  trull  in  Providence,  who 
knows  what  is  oeftforus,  and  frequently 
turns  the  very  evils  we  moil  dread,  to  be 
the  caufes  of  our  happinefs,  and  of  our 
/deliverance  from  greater. — My  experi- 
ences, young  ae  I  am,  as  to  this  great 
point  of  reliance  on  God,  are  ftron?, 
though  my  judgment  in  general  maybe 
weak  and  uninformed}  but  you'll  ex- 
cui'e  thefe  reflections,  becaufe  they  are 
your  beloved  daughter's  ;  and,  fo  far  as 
they  are  not  amiis,  derive  themfelves 
from  the  benefit  of  yov.rs,  and  my  late 
good  lady's  examples  and  inftru6lions. 

I  have  written  a  vaft  deal  in  a  little 

time;   and  lh?il  only  lay,  to   conclude 

rf  1  Wednesday,  that  in  the 

krjy  good1  matter  was  fo  well, 

that  he  rode  out  on  horieback,  and  came 

home  a'.^out  nine  at  night;  and  then  Itep- 

pcd  v*p  to  me,  and,  feeing  me  with  pen 

and  ink  '  efere  rue  i>    my  ciofet,  ibid — 

'  I  come  only  to  tell  yov..  I  -3m  very  well, 

*  my  la  rjela ;  and  fince  I  ha  vc  a  letter  or 
'  two  to  write,  'I  will  leave  you  to  pro- 

*  ceed  in  yours,  as  I  fuppoie  th-.  was 
'  your  employment,'  (for  I  had  put  by 
my  papers  at  his  coming  up  ;)  and  fo  he 
faiutul  me,  bid  me  goott- night,  and  went 
down  j  and  I  rimmed  up  to  tin's  place  be- 
fore I  went  to -bed.     Mrs.  Jewkes  told 
ttie,  if  it  was  more  agreeable  to  me,  me 
would  lie  in  another  room  ;  but  I  faid< — 
«  No,  thank  you,  Mrs.  Jewkes;  pray  let 

*  me  have  your  company,'     And   (lie 
made  me  a  fine  curtfey,  and  thanked  me. 
r— How  times  are  altered! 


THURSDAY. 

THI  S  morning  my  mafter  came  up 
to  me,  and  talked  with  me  on  va- 
rious fubiecls,  for  a  good  while  together, 
in  the  mod  kind  manner.  Among  other 
thin^;?,  he  aiked  me  if  I  chofe  to  ord^T 
any  "new  cloaths  againft  my  marriage. 
(O  how  my  heart  flutters  when  he 'men  - 
'tons,  this  1  ub  left  fo  freely!)  I  faid — 
I  left  evcry-thing  to  his  good  pleafure, 
only  repeating  my  requeft,  for  the  r-ta- 
ibn's  afore-given,  that  I  might  not  be 
too  fine. 

Ho  faid — f  I  thrnk,  my  dear,  it  ftiatl 
*  I-.c  very  private  :  I  hope  you  :ue  noi 
'e  afruid  of  a  iham- marriage;  and  pray 


'  get  the  fervice  by  heart,  that  yon  may 
(  kc  nothing  is  omitted/  I  glowed  bt-.'- 
tween  ftiame  and  delight.  O  how  I  felt 
my  cheeks  burn ! 

I  faid,  I  feared  nothing,  I  apprehended 
nothing,  but rny  own  unworthinefs.  Said 
he — «  1  thiiiicitihall  be  done  within  thefe 
'  fourteen  days,  from  this  day,  at  this 

*  houfe/     O   how  I  trembled !  but  net 

with  grief,  you  may  believe *  What 

'  fays   my  girl?     Have  you  to  object 

*  againit  any  day  of  the  next  fourteen? 

*  Becaufe  my  affairs  require  me  to  go  to 
'  my  other  houfe,  and  I  think  not  to 

*  ftir  from  this  till  I  am    happy  with 

*  you.' 

'  I  have  no  will  but  yours/  faid  I  (all 
glowing  like  the  fire,  as  I  could  feel:) 

*  But,  Sir,  did  you  fay  in  the  houfe-?*-~*. 
f  Aye,'  faid  he ,  '  for  I  care  not  how  pri- 

*  vately  it  be  done;  and  it  nuiirjbe  very. 
4  publick,  if  we  go  to  church.' — «  It  is  a 

*  h-,ly  riie,  Sir,'  laid  J  ;  and  (  would  be 

*  better,  methinks,  in  a  holy  place." 

1  I  fee,1  (i'aid  lie,  mod  kindly)  '  my 
(  lovely  maid's  confnfionj  and  your 

*  trembling  tendcrnefs  mews  I  ought  to 

*  oblige  you  all  I  may.     Therefore,  I 
'  will  order  my  own  little  chapel,  which 
1  has  not  been  ufed  for  two  generations 
'  for  any- thing  but  a  lumber-room,  be^ 
e  caufe  our  family  feldom  refided  here 
'  long  together,  to  be  cleared  and  cleaned, 

*  and -got  ready  for  the  ceremony,  if  you 

*  didike  your  own  chamber  or  mine.' 

*  Sir,'  Hud  I,  '  that  will  be  better  than 
c  the  chamber  5  and  I  hope  it  will  never 

*  be  lumbered  again,  but  kept  to  the  ufe 

*  for  which,  as  I  prcfume}\t  has  been  con- 

*  fcrrated.'- — '  O  yes,'  faid  he,  *  it  has 
4    been  cor,  fee  rated,  and  that  iVveral  ages 
'  ago,  in  my  great  great  grandfather's 

*  *tir.1e5  who  built  that  and  the  good  old 
f  houfe  together.     • 

'  But  now,  my  good  girl,  if  I  do  not; 
'  too  much  add  to  your  iweet  confufion, 
'  ihall  ir  be  in  thejfr/0  (even  days,  or  the 
'  fecand  cf  this  fortnight?'  I  i' 
dawn,  quite  out  of  cpjjntcnance.  *  Tell 
(  me,'  faid  he. 

*  In  the  fccond,  if  you  pleafe,  Sir,'  faid 
I.      '  As  you  pleafe,'  faitl  he,  moil  kind- 
lv;  '  but  I   flioiild  thr.nk  you,  Pamela, 
1  if  you  v/ould  chufe  the  lirft.' — '  I'd 

*  rather, Sir,  if  you  pleafe/  faul  I,  'have 
<  the  fecond.'—'  Well,'  fa;d  he;  'be  it 
f   fo;  but  don't  defer  it  till  the  hit  day  of 

*  thefourtee-n.' 

*  Pray,   Sir,'  faid  I,   *  fince  you  em- 

*  bokk-n  irie  to  talk  on  this  important 
'  fub  e61,  ra;iy  I  not  fend  n?y  dear  fa 

thfe 


•(  ther  and  mother  word  of  my 

-c  nefs?' — '  You  may,'  laid  he;  '  but 

*  charge  them  10  ketp'it  fecret,  till  you  or 
f  I  dirsft  the  contrary.     An  J  I  told  you 

*  I  would  lee  no  more  of  your  papers; 
'  but  I  meant,  I  would  not  without  your 
'  confent :  but  if  you  will  mew  them  to 
f  me,  (and  now  I  nave  no  other  motive 

*  for  my  curiufity  Hut  tne  pleaf  re  J  take 
f  in  reading  wnat  you  write)  I  fliall  ac- 

*  knowledge  it  as  a  favour.' 

'  If,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  will  He  pleafed 
f  to  let  me  write  over  again  one  meet,  I 

*  will;  though  I  had  relied  upon  your 
'  word,  and  not  written  them  for  your 
'  per '.fal/ — *  What  is   that?'  faid  he; 
'  though  I  cannot  confent  to  it  before-- 

*  hand:  for  I  more  dvrfire  to  fee  them,  be- 
'  caule  they  are  your  true  ientiments  at 
'  the  time,  and  becaufe  they  were  not 

*  written  for  my  perufal." — '  Sir,'  faid 
J,  '  what  I  am  loth  you  mould  fee  are 
'  very  fevere  reflections  on  the  letter  I 
'  received  by  the  gypfey»  when  I  apprer 

*  hended  your  deiignof  the  mam-mar  - 
f  riage  ;  though  there  are  other  things  I 

*  would  not  have  you  fee;  but  that  is  the 
'  worft.' — '  It  cannot  be  worfe,'  faid  he, 

*  my  dear  Sauce-box,  than  I  have  Teen 
'  already;  and  I  will  allow  your  treating 
'  me  in  ever  fo  black  a  manner  on  that 

*  occafion,  becaufe  it  muft  have  a  very 

*  black  appearance  to   you.' — '  Well, 
'  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  I  think  I  will  obey  you 
'  before   night." — '  But   don't  alter  a 

*  word,'  faid  he.     '  I  won't,  Sir,'  rer 
plied  I,  '  fince  yoil  order  it.' 

While  we  were  talking,  Mrs.  Jewkes 
came  up,  and  faid  Thomas  was  return- 
ed. f  0,'faid  my  matter,  *  let  him  bring 

*  \ip  the  papers:'  for  he  hoped,  and  £> 
did  I,  that  you  had  fent  them  by  him. 
Put  it  was  a  great  balk,  when  he  came 
up,  and  faid — '  Sir,  Mr.  Andrews  did 

*  not  care  to  deliver  them  ;  and  would 
'  have  it,  that  his  daughter  was  forced 

*  to  write  that  letter  to  him:  and,  indeed, 

*  Sir,'  faid  he,  «  the  old  gentleman  took 
'  on  fadly,  and  would  have  it  that  his 

*  daughter  was  undone,  or  elfe,  he  faid, 
'  me  would  not  have  turned  back,  when 
'  on  her  way,   (as  I  told  him  (he  did,' 
faid  Thomas)    *  inftead  of  coming  to 
'  them.'    I  began  to  be  afraid  now,  that 
$11  would  be  bad  for  me  again. 

*  Well,  Tom,'  faid  he,  *  don't  mince 

*  the  matter;  tell  me,  before  Mrs.  An- 

*  drews,  what  they  faid.' — '  Why,  Sir, 

*  both  he  and  Goody  Andrews,  after 
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*  th.ey  had  conferred  together  upon  your 
'  letter,  Madam,  came  out,  weeping  bit- 

*  terly,  that  grieved  my  very  heart;  and 

*  they  faid,  now  all  was  ever  with  their 
'  poor  daughter;   and  either   me   had 
'  written  that  letter  by  compulfion,  of 

*  had  yielded  to  your  honour ;  fo  the 
'  faid,  and  was,  or  would  be,  ruined  '. 

My  mafter  feemed  vexed,  as  I  feared" 
And  I  faid — '  Pray,  Sir,  be  fo  good  as 
f  to  excufe  the  fears  of  my  honeft  pa- 
'  rents !  They  cannot  know  your  good- 

*  nefs  to  me.' 

*  Andfo,'  (faid  he,  without  anfwering 
me)  *  they  refufed  to  deliver  the  pa- 
'  pers  ?' — '  Yes,  and  pleafe  your  honour,* 
faid  Thomas,  '  though  I  told  him,  that 
'  you,  Madam,  of  your  own  accord,  on 

*  a  letter  I  had  brought  you,  very  chear- 
'  fully  wrote,  what  I  carried:  but  the 
'  old   gentleman  faid — "  Why,  wife, 
"  there  are  in  thefe  papers  twenty  things 
"  nobody  mould  fee  but  ourlelves,  and 
ft  efpecially  not  the  fquire.    O  the  poor 
"  girl  has  had  fo  many  ftratagems  to 
"  llruggle  with!  and  now,  at  laft,  flie 
*'  has  met  with  one  that  has  been  too  hard 
"  for  her.   And  can  it  bepofTible  for  us 
"  to  account  for  her  letting  out  to  come 
"  to  us  and  in  fuch  poft  hafte,  and  when 
"  me  had  got  above  half-way,  to  fend  us 
"  this  letter,  and  to  go  back  again  of  her 
"  own  accord,as  you  fay;  when  we  know, 
'*   that  all  her  delight  would  have  been  to 
"  come  to  us,  and  to  efcape  from  the 
"  perils  me  has  been  fo  long  contending 
"  with  ?"  And  then,  and  pleafe  your  ho- 
f  nour,  he  faid,  he  could  not  bear  this  9 
(  for  his  daughter  was  ruined  to  be  fure, 
1  before  now.     And  fo,'  laid  Thomas, 
'  the   good  old   couple  fat  themfelves 
'  down,  and  hand-in-hand,  leaning  upon 
'  each  other's  fhuulder,  did  nothing  but- 
'*  lament. — I  was  piteoufly  grieved/  faid 
he ;  *  but  all  I  could  fay  could  not  com- 
'  fort  them;  nor  would  they  give  me  the 
c  papers;  though  I  told  them  I  fhoukf 

*  deliver  them  only  to  Mrs.  Andrews 

*  herfelf.     And  fo,  and  pleafe  your  ho* 

*  nour,  I  was  forced  to  corns  away  with* 

*  out  them/ 

My  good  mafter  faw  me  all  bathed  in 
tears  at  this  defcription  of  your  dirtrefs 
and  fears  for  me ;  and  he  faid — ( I  would 
not  have  you  take  on  fo.     I  am  not 
angry  with  your  father  in  the  main;  he 
is  a  good  man;  and  I  would  have  you 
write  out  of  hand,  and  it  (hall  be  fent 
by  the  poft,  to  Mr.  Atkins,  who  lives 
within  two  miles  of  your  father,  and  I'l| 
Y  « 
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Jnclofe  it  in  a  cover  of  mine,  in  which 

I'll  defire  Mr.  Atkins,  the  moment  it 

comes  to  his  hand,  to  convey  it  farfely  to 

your  Father  or  mother :  and  fay  nothing 

of  their  fending  the  papers,  that  it  may 

not  make  them  uneafy ;  for  I  want  not 

now  to  fee  them  on  any  other  fcore  than 

that  of  mere  curiofity  ;  and  that  will  do 

at  any  time.'  And  fo  fayiug,  hefaluted 

me  before  Thomas,  and  with  his  own 

handkerchief  wiped  my  eyes ;  and  faid  to 

Thomas — '   The   good  old  folks   are 

not  to  be  blamed  in  the  main.     They 

don't  know  my  honourable  intentions 

by   their  dear  daughter;  who,  Tom, 

will,  in  a  little  time,  be  your  mifnefs  ; 

though  I  mall  keep  the  matter  privife 

fome    days,   and  would    not.   ha        :; 

•i  of  by  my  fervar^  oui        my 

Thomas  faid — *•  God  blcfs  \O'T  ho- 
nour! Yoxiknow  jd~- 
OSu.                                       How  kind 
poihtment, 

inftead  of  b  !  you 

would  T  Thoma:,  then  witlidrcw. 
Andiny  m:ifl(!  iai'i — * I  need  not  remind 
you  of  writing  o.:t  of  hand,  to  make 
the  good  folk?  cafy  :  and  I  \vili  ' 
you  to  yourielt  for  that  purpofe  ;  only 
fend  me  down  fvich  of  your  papers,  as 
you  are  willing  I  mould  fee,  with  which 
I  fhali  entertain  myfelf  for  an  hour  or 
two.  But  one  thing,'  added  he,  l  I 
forgot  to  tell  you  :  the  neighbouring' 
gentry  I  mentioned,  will  be  here  to- 
.morrow  to  Bine  with  me,  and  I  have 
ordered  Mis.  Jewkes  to  prepare  for 
them/—'  And  mufl  I,  Sir,1  faid  I, '  be 
fiiewn  to  them?1 — '  O  yes,'  faid  hej 
that's  the  chief  reafon  of  their  coming, 
And  you'll  fee  nobody  equal  to  your- 
felf^  don't  be  concerned.' 


I  opened  my  papers  as  fpon  ns  my  ma- 
iler had  left  me;  and  laid  out  thofe  be- 
ginning on  the  Thurfday  morning  he  fet 
out  for  Stamford,  with  the  morning  vifit 
he  made  me  before  I  was  up,  and  the  in- 
junctions of  watchfulnefs,  &c.  to  Mrs. 
Jewkes ;  ihe  next  day's  gypfey  affair, 
and  my  reflections,  in  which  I  called  him 
truly  diabolical,  and  was  otherwife  very 
fevere,  en  the  strong  appearances  the  mat- 
ter had  then  againii  him .  His  return  on 
Saturday,  with  the  dread  he  put  me  in, 
on  the  offering  to  fearch  me  for  my  pa- 
pers which  followed  thofe  he  ba'd  got  by 
Mrs.  Jewkes's  means.  My  being  forced 
to  give  them  up.  His  carriage  to  me  after 


he  had  read  them,  and  queftions  f? 
me.  His  great  kindnefs  to  me  on  feeing; 
the  dangers  I  badefcaped  and  the  troubles 
I  had  undergone.  And  how  I  unfeafon- 
ably,  in  the  midft  of  his  goodnefs,  e;:- 
prtiled  my  defire  of  being  lent  to  you, 
having  the  intelligence  of  a  (ham-mar- 
riage, from  the  gypfey,  in  my  thorghts. 
How  this  enraged  him,  and  made  him 
turn  me  that  very  Sunday  out  of  his 
houfe,  and  lend  me  on  my  way  to  you. 
The  particulars  of  my  journey,  and  my 
grief  at  parting  with  him  :  and  my  free 
acknowledgment  to  you,  that  I  found, 
unknown  to  myfclf,  I  had  begun  to  love 
him,  and  could [not  hejp  if.  His  lending 
after  me  io  beg  my  return ;  but  yet  gene- 
ro  .fly  kavhip.  me  at  my  liberty,  when 
:ii  have  forced  me  to  return,  whe- 
ther I  v. as  willing  or  not.  My  refblu- 
rion  io  oblige  him,  and  fatiguing  journey 
back.  My  concern  for  his  illrtefs  on  vny 
His  kind  reception  of  me,  und 
{hewing  me  his  filler  jpavers's  angry  let- 
it  r,  againft  his  behaviour  to  me,  dehrihgj 
him  to  fet  me  free,  and  thrcater. 
renounce  him  as  a  brother,  if  he  fhouM 
Je  himfelf  by  marrying  me.  My 
ferio'.is  rellcoiions  on  tin's  letter,  &c.  (nil 
which,  I  hope,  with  the  others,  you  will 
fliortly  fee.)  And  this  carried  matter? 
down  to  Tt.efday  night  lalh 

All  that  followed  was  fo  kind  on  hi? 
fide,  being   our  chariot  conference,  a> 
above,  on  Wednefday  morning,  and  how 
good 'ho  has  been  tvei  fnice,  that  I  thought 
I  would  go  no  fiirtqef  j  forl  was  a  little 
afhamed  to  be  fo  very  open  on  that  tender 
and  molt   grateful  fubjecl;  though  his 
great  goodnefs  to  me  dcfcrves  all  the  ac- 
knowledgments I  can  pofiibly  make. 
'  And  when  I  had  looked  thefe out,  I  car- 
ried them  down  myiilf  into  the  parlour 
to  him;  and  {hid,  putting  them  into  his 
hands — '  Your  allowances,    good  Sir, 
as  heretofore;  and  if  I  have  been  too 
open  and  free  in  my  reflections  or  de- 
cJar  ttions,letmy  fears  on  one  fide,  and 
>ny  fincerity  on  the  other,  be  my  ex  - 
cufe.' — '  You  are  very  obliging,  my 
goodwill,'  faid  he.     '  You  have  no- 
thing to  apprehend  from  my  thoughts, 
any  more  than  from  inv  B.cnons.1  . 
So  I  went  up,  and  • 
you,  briefly  acquainti?/ 
prcfent  happipefs,  and  my  rn;i 
nefs,    and    expreifing   tiie   gratitude   of 
heart,  which  I  owe  to  the  kindctt :, 
man  in  the  world,  and  mfuring  you.  that 
I  mould  icon  k;vc  theplcafui'e  of  fending 
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f>ack  to  you>  not  only  thofe  papers,  but 
all  that  fuccceded  them  to  this  time,  as  I 
know  you  delight  to  amufe  yourielf  in 
your  leifure  hours  with  my  fcribble :  and 
1  faid,  carrying  it  down  to  my  mailer, 
before  I  fealed  it— 'Will  you  pleafe,  Sir, 
'  to  take  the  trouble  of  reading  what  I 
c  write  to  my  dear  parents?" — l  Thank 
f  you,  Pamela/  laid  he,  and  let  me  on  his 
knee,  while  he  read  it  ;•  and  feemcd  much 
jpleafed  with  it;  aud  giving  it  me  again — 
*'  You  are  very  happy/  fatdlie,  '  mybe- 
'*  lo >  cd  girl,  in  your  iHlc  and  <expreflions : 

*  and  tli'e  affectionate  things  you  fay  of 
(  me,   arc  inexpreffjbly    obliging;    and 

o,  with  this  kifs/   faid  he,  '  do  I 
(  confirm  for  truth  all  that  you  have  pro  - 

*  mifed  for  my  intentions  in  this  letter/ 
— O  what  halcyon  days  are  thefe !    God 
continue  them  1 — A  change  now  would 
kill  me  quite. 

•.vent  out  in  his  chariot  in  the  after- 
noon; and  in  the  evening  returned,  and 
le  word,  he  would  be  glad  of  my 
company  for  ali.ttle  walk  in  the  garden; 
and  down  I  went  that  very  moment. 
He  came  to  meet  me.     '  So/  faid  he, 
how  does  my   dear  girl  do  now?— 
Whom  do  you  think  I  have  feen  fmce 
I  have  been  out?' — '  I  don't  know, 

•  Sir/  faid  I.    '  Why/  faid  he, '  there  is 
a  turning  in  the  road,  about  five  miles 

; -it  goes  round  a  meadow,  that  has 
ilant  foot- way,  by  the  fide  of  a 
litYfc  brook,  and  a  double  row  of  limes 
on  each  fide,  where  now-and-then  the 
>  in  the  neighbourhood  walk,  and 
angle,  and  divert  themfelves. — I'll  fliew 
it  you  next  opportunity. — And  I  ftept 
out  of  my  chariot,  to  walk  acrofs  this 
meadow,  and  bid  Robin  meet  me  with 
it  on  the  further  part  of  it :  and  whom 
fnould  I  fpy  there,  walking,  with  a  book 
in  his  hand,  reading,  but  your  hum- 
ble fervant,  Mr.  Williams? — Don't 
blufh,  Pamela/  laid  he.  *  As  his 
back  \vas  towards  me,  I  thought  I  would 
ipeak  to  the  man :  and  before  he  faw 
me,  I  faid — "  How  do  you,  old  ac- 
1  quaintance?"  (for/  faid  he,'  you  know 
we  were  of  one  college  for  a  twelve- 
month) I  thought  the  man  would  have 
jumped  into  the  brook,  he  gave  fuch  a 
Hart  at  hearing  my  voice,  and  feeing 
me.' 

*  Poor  man!'  faid  I.  '  Ay/  faid  he, 
but  not  too  much  of  your  poor  man,  in 
that  foft  accent  neither,  Pamela.— 
S.iid  I — "  I  am  fbny  my  voice  is  fo 

*  frirtling  to  TOU,  Mr  .Williams, ,  What 


"  are  y©u  reading?"  —  "  Sir/'  faid  he, 
'  and  Hammered  with  the  furprize,  "  it 
"  is  the  French  Telemachiisj  for  I  am 
"  about  perfecting  rnyfclf  if  I  can,  in 
"  the  French  tongue."  —  Thought  I, 
"  I  had  rather  fo,  than  perfecling  my 
"  Pamela  in  it.  —  You  do  well,"  replied 
£  I.  —  "  Don't  ymi  think  that  yonder 
"  cloud  may  give  us  a  fmall  mower?1'1 

*  And  it  did  a  little  begin  to  wet.  —  He 
'  faid,  he  believed  not  much. 

"  If,"  faid  I,  "  you  are  for  the  village, 
"  111  give  you  a  call;  for  I  <h?.ll  calf  at 
"  Sir  Simon's  in  my  return  from  the 
"  little  round  lam  taking."  He  afked 

*  me  if  it  was  not  too  great  a  favour?-— 
"  No,"  faid  I,  "  don't  talk  of  that;  let 
l'  us  walk  to  the  further  opening  there, 
"  and  we  fliall  meet  my  chariot." 

'  So,  Pamela/  continued  rny  matter, 
1  we  fell  into  converfation  as  we  walked. 

*  He  faid  he  was  very  forry  he  had  in- 
1  curred  my  difpleafure  ;  and  the  more, 
1  as  he  had  been  told,  by  Lady  Jones,  who 

*  had  it  from  Sir  Simon's  family,  that  I 
1  had  a  more  honourable  view  than  at 

*  firft  was  apprehended.     I  faid  —  "  We 
**  fellows   of   fortune,   Mr.  Williams, 
"  take  fometimes  a  little  more  liberty 
"  with  the  world  than  we  ought  to  do  ; 
u  wantoning,  veiy  probably,  as  you  con- 
"  templative  folks  would    fay,    in    the 
*'  fun-beams  of  a  dangerous  affluence  j 
"  and  cannot  think  of  confining  our-* 
'  '  felves  to  the  common  path  3,  though  the 
"  "fafeft  and  moft  eligible,  after  all.  And 
"  you  may  believe  I  could  not  very  well 
f  '  like  to  be  fupplantcd  in  a  view  that  lay 
"  next  my  heart  ;  and  that  by  an  old 
fl  acquaintance,  whole  good,  before  this 
"  affair,  I  was  ftudious  to  promote." 

"  I  would  only  fay,  Sir,"  faid  he, 
"  that  vny  firjl  motive  was  entirely  fuch 
"  as  became  my  fun61ion  :"  and  very 

*  politely/  faid  my  matter,  '  he  added  —  • 
"  And!  :un  very  fure,thatho\veve; 

"  cu  fable  I  might  feem  in  tlie  progrefs 
"  of  the  matter,  yourielf,  Sir,  would 
*'  have  been  forry  tu  IKU  e  it  f  lid,  you  h.til 
"  caft  your  thoughts  on  a  perion,  that 
"  nobot.ly  could  have  wimed  for  but 
"  yourielf." 

«  Well,  Mr.  Williams,"  fai  ;  f,  "  I 
"   fee  you  are  a  man  of   gr 
"  well  bat  what  I  took  moll 

"  uniih;  was,  ti'atif  yo,t  ;' 
"  ing  a  \vroiv;  thing,  you  did  not  ex- 
"  populate  with  me  upon  it,  as  youc 
"  funclion  might  have  allowed  you  t« 
*'  Uo  j  but  immediately  determine  ft» 
Y  a  " 
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*«  counterplot  me,  and  attempt  to  fecure 
"  to  yourfelf  a  prize  you  would  have 
"  robbed  me  of,  and  that  from  my  own 
"  houfe.  But  the  matter  is  at  an  end, 
"  and  I  retain  not  any  malice  upon  it  5 
**  though  you  did  not  htvw  but  I  might, 
*'  at  lait,  da  honourably  by  her,  as  I 
*'  actually  intend." 

"  I  am  forry  for  myfelf,  Sir,"  faid  he, 
*'  that  I  fhould  fo  unhappily  incur  your 
"  difpleafure;  but  I  rejoice  for  her  fake 
*'  in  your  honourable  intentions :  give 
"  me  leave  only  to  fey,  that  if  you  make 
"  Mrs.  Andrews  your  lady,  fhe  will  do 
*l  credit  to  your  choice  with  every-body 
"  that  fees  her,  or  comes  to  know  her  j 
**  and,  for  perfon  and  mind  both,  you 
**  may  challenge  the  county." 

*  In  this  manner,'  faid  my  matter, '  did 

*  the  parfon  and  I  confabulate;  and  I  fet 

*  him  down  at  his  lodgings  in  the  village. 
'  But  he  kept  your  fecret,  Pamela ;  and 

*  would  not  own,  that  you  gave  any  en- 
'  couragement  to  his  addreiles.* 

'  Indeed,  Sir,1  laid  I, c  he  could  not  fay, 
'  that  I  did;  and  I  hope  you  believe  me/ 
— <  I  do,  I  do,'  faid  he :  «  but  'tis  ftill 
'  my  opinion,  that  if,  when  I  faw  plots 
'  fet  up  againft  my  plots,  I  had  not  dif- 
'  covered  the  parfon  as  I  did,  the  cor-1 

*  refpondence  between  you  might  have 
'  gone  to  a  length  that  would  have  put 

*  our  prefent  fituation  out  of  both  our 

*  powers.' 

'  Sir,'  faid  I, '  when  you  confider,  that 

*  my  utmoft  prefumption  could  not  make 

*  me  hope  for  the  honour  you  now  feem 

*  to  deiign  me;  that  I   was  fo  hardly 

*  ufed,  and  had  no  profpecl  before  me 
"  but  dishonour,  you  will  allow,  that  I 

*  fhould  have  feemed  very  little  in  earned 

*  in  my  profefilons  of  honefty,  if  I  had 

*  not  endeavoured  to  get  away :  but  yet 

*  I  refolved  not  to  think  of  marriage;  for 

*  I  never  faw  the  man  I  could  love,  till 
'  your  goodnefs  emboldened  me  to  look 

*  up  to  you.' 

*  I  mould,  my  dear  Pamela,'  faid  he, 

*  make  a  very  ill  compliment  to  my  va- 
'  nity,  if  I  did  not  believe  you;  though, 

*  at  the  fame  time,  juiHce  calls  upon  me 

*  to  fay,  that  it  is,  ibme  things  confider- 

*  ed,  beyond  my  merit.' 

There  was  a  fweet  noble  exprefiion  for 
your  poor  daughter,  my  dear  father  and 
mother !— -And  from  my  mafter  too ! 

I  was  glad  to  hear  this  account  of  the 
interview  between  Mr.  Williams  and 
fcinfelf  j  but  I  dared  not  to  fay  fo,  I 


-hope  in  time  he  will  be  reinftatsd  in  ntf 
goodgr;  ce  . 

^  He  was  fo  good  as  to  tell  me,  he  had 
given  orders  for  the  chapel  to  !>e  cleared. 
O  how  I  look  forward  with  inward  joy, 
yet  with  fear  and  trembling ! 


FRIDAY. 

ABOUT  twelve  o'clock  came  Sir 
Simon,  and  his  lady  and  two 
daughters,  and  Lady  Jones,  and  a 'lifter- 
in-b.w  of  her's,  and  Mr.  Peters,  and  his 
fpoufe  and  niece.  Mrs.  Jewkes,  who  is 
more  and  more  obliging,  was  much  Con- 
cerned I  was  not  dreffed  in  feme  of  my 
bell  cloaths,  and  made  me  many  compli- 
ments. 

They  all  went  into  the  garden  for  a 
walk,  before  dinner;,  and,  I  understood, 
were  fo  impatient  to  fee  me,  that  my  ma- 
fter took  them  into  the  largeft  alcove, 
after  they  had  walked  two  or  three  turns, 
and  ftept  himfelf  to  me.     «  Come,  my 
Pamela,'  faid  he,  «  the  ladies  can't  be 
fatisfied  without  feeing  you,  and  I  de- 
fire  you'll  come.'  I  faid,  I  was  aihame'd  j 
mt  I  would  obe;  Yim.     Said  he — *  The 
two  young  ladies  are  dreft  out  in  their 
beft  attire;  but  they  make  not  fuch  an 
appe;  ranee  as  my  charming  girl  in 
orairiary(garb.' — '  Sir/  fani 
I  foljow  you  thither  ?  Foiv  J 
you  mould  do  me  fo  much  honour,' 
Well/  faid  he,  <  I'].  ou.' 

And  he  bid  Mrs.  Jev;kes  bring  a  Uottle 
of  fack,  and  ibme  cake.  So  he  went  down 
to  them. 

This  alcove  fronts  the  longed  gravel- 
walk  in  the  garden,  fo  that  they  faw  me- 
all  the  way  I  came,  for  a  good  \vayj  and 
my  mafter  tolci  me  aftei wards,  with: 
pleafurej  all  they  Cud  of  me. 

Will  you  forgive  the  little  vain  flut 
your  daughter,  if  I  tell  you  all,  as  he  way 
pleafed  to  tell  me  ?  He  faid,  'fpying  me 
firft — *'  Look  there,  ladies,  comes  my 
s  pretty  ruftick  !'-*-They  all,  I  faw,  which 
daflied  me,  flood  at  the  windows,  and  i» 
the  door-way,  looking  full  at  me. 

My  mailer  told  me,  that  Lady  Jones 
faid-—'  She  is  a  charming  creature,  I  fee 
'  that  at  this  diftarce.'  And  Sir  Simon, 
it  ieems,  who  has  been  a  fad  'rake  in  his 
y.-Mn?er  days,  fwore  he  never  faw  fo  eafy 
an  air,  fo  fine  a  fliipe,  and  fo  graceful  a 
prefence.— Ths  Lady  Parnfbrd  faid,  I 
was  a  fweet  girl.  And  Mi's.  Peters  faid 

vwy 
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Vtry  handfome  things.    Even  the  parfon 
faid,  I  mould  be  the  pride  of  the  county. 

0  dear  Sirs!  all  this  was  owing  to  the 
light  my  good  tnafttr's  favour  plac- 
ing which  made  me  mine  out  in  their 
tyes  beyond  my  deferts.     He  faid  the 
young  ladies  biufhed,  and  envied  me. 

When  I  came  near,  he  faw  me  in  a  little 
confufion,  and  was  fo  kind  as  to  meet 
me  :  '  Give  me  your  hand/  fai4  he, '  my 

*  good  girl;  you  walk  too  fait/  (f°r  m~ 
deed,  I  wanted  to  be  out  of  their  gazing, 

1  did  fo  with  a  curt'fy,  and  he  led  me  up 
the  fteps  of  the  alcove,  and  in  a  moft  gen- 
tleman-like manner  prefented  me  to  the 
ladies,  and  they  all  faluted  me,  and  faid 
they  hoped  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
me:  and  Lady  Darn  ford  was  pleafed  to 
fay,  I  uiould  be  the  flower  of  their  neigh- 
bourhood.     Sir    Simon    laid — '  Good 

*  neighbour,  by  your  leave/  and  fainting 
me,  added — '  Now,  will  I  fay,  that  I  have 

*  kiffed  the  lovelieft  maiden  in  England.* 
But,  for  all  this,  methought  I  owed  him 
a  grudge  for  a  tell  tale,  though  ail  had 
turned  "out  fo  happily.     Mr.  Peters  very 
gravely  followed  his  example,  and  faid, 
likeabifhop — «  Godblefs  you,  fair  excel  - 

*  knee/    Said  Lady  Jones — 'Pray dear 

*  Madam,  fit  down  by  me.'  Andtheyall 
fat  down  j  but  I  faid,  I  would  ftand  if  they 
pleafed.    *  No,  Pamela,'  faid  my  mafter : 

*  pray  fit  down  with  thefe  good  ladies, 

*  my  neighbours: — They  will  indulge  it 

*  to  you,  for  my  fake,  till  they   know 

*  you  better;  and  for  your  own,  when 

*  they  are  acquainted  with  you/—'  Sir,1 
faid  I,  *  I  mail  be  proud  to  dcferve  their 

*  indulgence/ 

They  all  fo  gazed  at  me  that  I  could 
rot  look  up;  for  I  think  it  is  one  of  the 
diftinclions  of  perfons  of  condition,' and 
well-bred  people,  to  put  bafhful  bodies 
out  of  countenance.  *  Well,  Sir  Simtfn/ 
faid  my  mailer,'  what  fay  you  now  to  my 

*  pretty  ruftick  ?' — He  fw ore  a  great  oath, 
that  he  mould  better  know  what  to  fay 
to  me,  if  he  was  as  young  as  himfelf .  Lady 
Darnford  faid — <  You  will  never  leave, 

*  Sir  Simon/ 

Said  my  mafter — t  You  are  a  little 
confufed,  my  good  girl,  and  out  of 
brtaib;  but  I  have  told  all  my  kind 
neighbours  here  a  good  deal  of  your 
ftory  and  your  excellence/ — *  Yes,' 
aid  Lady  Darnford,  '  my  dear  neigh- 
bour, as  I  will  call  you;  we  that  are 
here  prefent  have  all  heard  of  your  un- 
common ftory/ — «  Madam,'  faid  I, 
you  have  than  heard  what  rauft  make 


your  kind  allowance  for  me  very  ne- 
ccffary/ — «  No/  faid  Mrs.  Peters, 
we  have  heard  what  will  always  mako 
you  valued  as  an  honour  to  our  fex, 
and  as  a  worthy  pattern  for  all  the 
young  ladies  in  the  county.' — '  You 
are  very  good,  Madam,'  faid  I,  *  to 
make  me  able  to  look  up,  and  to  be 
thankful  for  the  honour  you  are  pleafcd 
to  do  me/ 

Mrs.  Jewkes  came  in  with  the  Canary, 
brought  by  Nan,  to  the  alcove,  and  fome 
•cake  on  a  fdver  falver;  and  I  faid— • 
*  Mrs.  Jewkes,  let  me  be  your  afliitanl; 
'  I  will  ferve  the  ladies  with  the  cake," 
And  fo  I  took  the  falver,  and  went  round 
to  the  good  company  with  it,  ending  witk 
my  mailer.  The  Lady  Jones  laid,  ifhe 
never  was  ferved  with  fuch  a  grace,  and 
it  was  giving  me  too  much  trouble,  *  O 
Madam,'  faid  I, *  I  hope  my  good  ma- 
fter's  favour  will  never  make  me  for- 
get, that  it  is  my  duty  to  wait  upon 
his  friends/ — (Ma/lery  Sweet  one!'  laid 
bir  Simon;  '  I  hope  you  won't  always  call 
Mr.  B.  by  that  name,  for  fear  it  mould 
become  a  fafhion  for  all  our  ladies  to 
do  the  like  through  the  county.'—*  I, 
Sir,'  faid  I,  *  mall  have  many  reafona 
to  continue  this  ftile,  which  cannot 
affect  your  good  ladies/ 

*  Sir  Simon,'  faid  Lady  Jones,  *  you 
are  very  arch  upon  us  :  but  I  fee  very 
well,  that  it  will  be  the  intereft  of  all 
the  gentlemen  to  bring   their    ladies 
into  an  intimacy  with  one  that  can  give 
them  fuch  a  good  example/ — '  I  am 
fure  then  Madam/  faid  I, f  it  muft  be 
after  I  ha/e  beenpolifhed  and  improved 
by  the  honour  of  fuch  an  example  as 
yours/ 

They  all  were  very  good  and  affable, 
and  the  young  Lady  Darnford,  who  had 
wifhed  to  fee  me  in  this  drefs,  laid — *  I 
'  beg  your  pardon,  dear  Mifs/  as  fhe 
called  me;  f  but  I  had  heard  how  fweetly 
this  garb  became  you,  and  was  told  th* 
hiftoryof  it;  and  I  begged  it,  as  a  fa- 
vour, that  you  might  oblige  us  with 
your  apearance  in  it/ — *  I  am  much 
obliged  to  your  ladyfhip/  faid  I,  *  that 
your  kind  prefcription  was  fo  agreeable 
to  my  choice/ — '  Why/  faid  me, 
tvas  it  your  choice  then  ? — I  am  glad 
of  that:  though  I  am  fure  your  perfon 
mufi.gi've,  and  not  take  ornament  from 
any  drefs/ 

*  You  are  very  kind,  Madam/  faid  I ; 
but  there  will  be  the  lefs  reafon  to  fear 
I  fhould  forget  the  high  obligations  I 

* 
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'  mould  have  to  the  kindcft  of  : 

*  men,  when  I  can  dciight  to  <>• 

*  humble  degree  from  which  hi-, 

'  nefs  has  railed  me/ — '  My  dear  P.i- 
'  meia,'lhidmy  muii,r,  '  if  youjjroceed 
'  at  this  rate,  I  mail  infill  upon  your  fiiit 
'  feyen  days.  You  know  what  I  incur,."' 
— '  -Mr,"  laid  I,  '  you  arc  all  goodnefs,' 
They  drank  a  glal's  of  iark  each,  and 
Sir  Simon  would  make  me  do  fo  too, 
faying — '  It  will  be  a  reflection,  Madam, 

*  upon  all  the  ladies,  if  you  don't  do  as  ' 

*  they  do.1 — *  JSIo,  Sir  Simon,'  laid  I, 
'  that  can't  be,  becaufe  the  ladur,  ;oii ,  n^y 

*  hither,  makes  a  glafs  of  Canary  a  pro- 

*  per  cordial  for  them:  but  I  won't  re- 
'  fufej  becaufe  I  will  domyfelf  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  drinking  good  health  to  you, 
'  and  to  all  this  worthy  company.' 

Said  food  Lady  Darnford,  *o  my  ma- 
&er — '  I  hope,  Sir,  we  fhall  nave  Mrs. 
f  Andrews's  company  nt  table.'  He 
faid,  very  obligingly — '  Madam,  it  is  her 

*  time  now;  and   I  will  leave  it  to  her 

*  choice.' — '  If  the  good  ladies,  then, 

*  will  forgive  me,  Sir,"  i>.id  1,  '  I  had 

v-r  be  excufed.'  They  all  faid,  I 
mu It  not  be  exc-. -fed.  I  begged  I  might. 
'  Your  reafon  for  it,  my  dear  Pamela?' 
faid  my  mailer;  '  fince  the  ladies  requeft 

*  it,  I  wilh  you  would  oblige  them.' — 
'  Sir,1*  replied  I,   *   your  goodnefs  will 

*  make  me,  every  day,  woit'iier  of  the 

*  honour  the  ladies  do  me;  and  \\-hen  I 

*  can  perfuade  mvfeif  that  I  am   more 
c  worthy  of  it  than  at  jnv1 

*  with  great  joy  embrace  all  the  oppor- 
c  tunliies  they  will  b. 

f  me.' 

Mrs.  Peters  whifpered    I 
as  my  mafter  told  me  ri  '     -''Did 

'  you  ever  fee  fuch  exc  ;  -'i  pru- 

4  dence,    and   difcretion?' — *  Me 
'  my  life,'1  faid  the  other  good  ] 
.'  will  adorn,'  fhe  was  plerfe  !  to  fav, '  her 
«  diftiii£li'on/— '  Ay/  > 

*  me  would  adorn  any  ftatior.  in  life/ 
*  My  good  mai' 

'  ed,  generous  aer/hi  :e  is!  with 

c   the  favo' ra','1:  <  :\dies  ; 

*  and  I  took  the  n  . 

'  caufe  their  f.r c   i  Ir-iiicd  to  lelfen  the 
'  difjrrace  of  his  itoopin^  lu  n  • . 
«  hhnfelf.' 

Lady  Darnford  faid — 'We  \vill  not 
•*  opprefs  you  ;  thou..fii  we  coukl  almoft 
'  blame  your  too  ^  :nefsj 

.*  but  if  we  exc"fe  Mrs.  Andrews  'from 
'  dinner,  we  nv.  ft  infill  upon  her  o. 
'  ny  at  the  card-table,  and  at  a  difh  of 
'  tea  j'  fov  we  intend  to  pals  the  whole' 


*  day  with  you,  Sir,  as  we  told  yoiu* 
— '  What  fay  you  to  that,  Pamela?'  laid 
my  mafter,  '  oil,"  replied  I,  '  wliatever 
'  you  and  t)-e  latiies  pleafe,  I  willchear- 
|  iully  do.'  Tiicy  faid  I  was  very  oblig- 

S-JUL  Sir  Simon  rapt  out  an  oath, 

;'.'t  they  might  dine  together, 

it    they   woukl;  but  be  would  dine  with 

.:v,d     nobody    elfe.     *  For,'    laid 

iij,  '-I.  ihy,  Sir,  as  Parfon  Williams  faid,' 

(by  which  I  found  my  mafter  had  told 

Lhe  itory,)  '  you  muft  not  think 

*  you  have  choieporie  tiiat  nobody  can 
'  like  butyourlLlf.' 

The  young-  ladies  faid,  if  I  pleafed 
they  woukl  lake  a  turn  about  the  gar- 
den with  me.  I  anfwered  I  would 
very  gladly  attend  them;  and  fo  we  three, 
and  Lady  Jones's  iiller-in-law,  and  Mr; 
Peters' 5  niece,  walked  together.  They 
were  very  affable,  kind,  and  obliging  j 
and  we  loon  entered  into  a  good  deal  of 
familiarity  ;  and  I  found  Mils  Darnford 
a  very  agreeable  perfon.  Her  filler  was 
a  little  more  on  the  referve  ;  and  I  after- 
wards heard,  that,  about  a  year  before, 
fhe  would  fain  have  had  my  mafter  make 
his  addrcifes  to  her  j  but  though  Sir  Si- 
mon is  reckoned  rich,  fhe  was  not 
thought  i'ifficient  fortune  for  him.  And 
now,  to  have  him  look  down  fo  low  as 
me,  mml  be  a  fort  of  -  mortification  to  a 
poor  young  lady  ! — And  I  pitied  her — 
Indeed  I  did ! — I  wifh  all  young  perlbns 
cf  my  fex  could  be  as  happy  as  I  am 

to  be. 

My  mafter  told  me  afterwards,  that 
I  ieit  the  other  ladies,  and  Sir  Simon  and 
sers,  full  of  my  praifes  ;  fo  that 
they  could  hardly  talk  of  any -thing  elfe  j 
cr.e  launching  out  \rpon  my  complexion, 
another  upon  my  eyes,  my  hand,  and  in 
fnort,  for  you'll  think  me  fadly  proud, 
v.pon  my  whole  iperfon  and  behaviour ; 
and  they  all  magnified  myreadinefs  and 
obligingness  in  my  anfwers,  and  the  like: 
and  I  was  glad  of  it,  as  I  faid,  for  my 
good  mafter' s  fake,  who  feemed  quite 
pleafed  and  rejoiced.  God  blefs  him  for 
his  goodnefs  to  me  ! 

Dinner  not  being  ready,  the  young 

ladies  propofed  a  tune  upon  the  fpinnet. 

I  faid,  I  believed   it  was  not  in  tune. 

They  faid,  they  knew  it  was  but  a  few 

nonths  ago.     *  If  it  is,'  faid  I,  *  I  wifh 

I   had  known  it.' — '  Though  indeed, 

ladies,'  added  I,  '  fince  you  know  my 

ftory,  J  muft  own,  that  my  mind  has 

not  been  long  in  tune,  to  make  ufe  of 

it.'     So  they  would  make  me  play  xip- 

cu  it,  and  fing  to  itj  which  I  did,  a  fong 

my 
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jny  clear  good  lady  made  me  learn,  and 
ufed  to  be  pleafed  with,  and  which  fhe 
brought  with  her  from  Bath  :  and  the 
ladies' were  much  taken  with  the  fong, 
and  were  i'o  kind  as  to  approve  my  per- 
formance :  and  Mils  Darnford  was 
pleafed  to  compliment  me,  that  I  had  all 
the  accompli fliments  of.  my  fex.  I  faid, 
I  had  had  a  good  lady,  in  my  matter's 
mother,  who  had  fpared  no  pains  ncr 
coil  to  improve  me.  She  faid  fhe 
wifhedMr.B.  could  be  prevailed  upon 
to  give  a  ball  on  an  approaching  happy 
occaljon,  that  we  might  have  a  danc- 
ing-match, &c. — But  I  can't  fay  I 
do  ;  though  I  did  not  fay  fo  j  for  thefe 
occafions,  I  think,  are  too  folemn  for 
the  principals,  at  leaft  of  our  fex,  to  take 
part  in,  efpecially  if  they  have  the  fame 
thoughts  of  the  folemnity  that  I  have  : 
for  indeed,  though  I  have  before  me  a 
profpectof  happinefs,  that  may  be  en- 
vied by  ladies  of  high  rank,  yet  Imuft 
pwn  to  you,  my  dear  parents,  that  I 
have  fortieth  ing  very  awful  upon  my 
mind,  when  I  think  of  the  matter;  and 
mail  more  and  more,  as  it  draws  nearer 
and  nearer.  This  is  the  fonsr : 


happy  paper,  gently  freal, 
And   underneath  her  pillow  lie; 
There  \njoft  dreams,  my  LOVE  reveal, 
That   LOVE  which  1  mull:  frill  conceal, 
And,  wrapt  in  awfuly/Zwce,  die, 

II. 

Should jfcwfj  bedoom'd  thy  haplefs  fate, 
To  atoms  Tnpu  wouidft  quickly  turn  : 
MY  pains  may  bear  a  longer  date  ; 
For  ihould  I  live,  and  fhould  fhe  baHy 
Jn  MU//f/ftoi  meats  I  fhould  burn. 

III. 

Tel!  fair  AURELIA,  ihe  has  charms, 
Might  in  a  Hermit  A\v  defi  e, 
T    attain  the  heav'n  that's  in  her  arms, 
I'd  quit  the  world's  alluring  harms, 
And  to  a  cell.,   content,  retire. 

IV. 
Of  all  that  pleas'd  my  ;  aviuYcl  eye, 

Her  beauty  frnuld  fupply  die  place; 
Bold  Raphael's  flrokt-s,   ^-id  1'ifu::;'s  J •>;.', 
Should  but  in  vaia  prefume  to  vye 
Wi:h  her  inimitable  lace. 

V. 
Nor  more  I'd  wifhfor  Phoebus'  rays, 

Togiiii  the  object   ;f  my  Jight't 
Much  Icfs  -he  tapers  fainter  blaze  : 
-  ihould  n:e.u'.jre  out  my  days] 
And\v!i:;:i  he  jlf^,   it  fhould  be  night, 

About  four  o'clock.     My  matter  juft 
•  p  to  me,  and  faid—'  If  you  mould 


f  fee  Mr.  Williams  below,  do  you  think, 
'  Pamela,  you  mould  not  be  furpnzed  ?* 
— «  No,  Sir,'  faid  I, '  I  hope  not.  Why 
'  mould  I?' — *  Expeft,1  laid  he,  «  a 
'  ftranger,  then,  when  you  come  down 
'  to  us  in  the  parlour;  for  the  ladies  are 

*  preparing  themfelves  for  the  eard-ta- 
'  ble,  and  they  in  lift  upon  your  compa- 
1  ny.' — 'You  have  a  mind,  Sir,"  faid  I, 

*  I  believe,  to  try  all  my  courage.'— 
'  Why,'  faid  he,  l  does  it  \vant  courages 
f  to  fee  him  ?' — «  No,  Sir,'  faid  I,  <  not 

*  at  all.     ButI  was  grievoufly  dallied -to 
'  fee  all  thofe  ftrange  ladies  and  gentle- 

*  men ;   and  now  to  fee  Mr.  Williams 
1  before  them,  as  fome  of  them  refilled 
'  his  application  for  me,  when  I  wanted 
4  to  get  away,  it  will  a  little  mock  me  to 
'  fee  them  fmile,  in  recollecting  what 
1  has  patted  of  that  kind/—'  Well,'  faM 
he,  *  guard  your  heart  again  ft  furprizes, 
'  though  you  fliall  fee,  when  you  come 
'  down,  a  man  that  I  can  allow  you  to 
'  love  dearly,  though  hardly  preferablj 
'  to  me.' 

This  furprifes  me  much.  lam  afraid 
he  begins  to  be  jealous  of  me.  What 
will  become  of  me  (for  he  looked  very 
ferioufly)  if  any  turn  mould  happen 
now! — My  heart  akes  !  I  know  not 
what's  the  matter.  But  I  will  go  down 
as  brifk  as  I  can,  that  nothing  may  be 
imputed  to  me.  Yet  I  wi(h  this  Mr. 
Williams  had  not  been  there  now,  when 
they  are  all  there;  becatife  of  their  fleers 
at  him  and  me.  Otherwife  I  mould  be 
gl'.ul  to  fee  the  poor  gentleman;  for,  in- 
(Led,  I  think  him  a  good  man,  and  he 
has  flittered  for  my  fake. 

So,  I  am  fent  for  down  to  cards.  I'll  go; 
but  wifli  I  may  continue  their  good  opi- 
nions of  me  :  for  I  mall  be  very  auk  ward. 
My  mailer,  by  his  ferious  queftion,and 
bidding  me  guard  my  heart  again  ft  fur- 
prizes,  though  I  {hould  fee  when  I  came 
down  a  man  he  can  allow  me  to  love 
dearly,  though  hardly  better  than  him- 
felf,  has  quite  alarmed  me,  and  made 
me  fad! — I  hope  he  loves  me! — But 
whether  he  does  cr  not,  I  am  in  for  it 
now,  over  head  and  ears,  I  doubt,  and 
can't  help  loving  him;  'tis  a  folly  to 
deny  it.  But  to  be  fure  I  can't  love  any 
man  preferably  to  him.  I  fha,ll  foon' 
know  what  he  means. 

Now,  my  dear  mother,  mutt  I  write 
in  you.  Well  might  my  good  matter 
fay  Ibmyfteriouilyashe  did  abo,ut  guard- 
ing my  heart  againft  furprizes.  I  never 
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was  fb  furprized  in  my  life;  and  never 
could  fee  a  man  I  loved  fo  dearly !  O 
my  dear  mother,  it  was  my  dear,  dear 
father,  and  not  Mr.  Williams,  that  was 
fcelow  ready  to  receive,  and  to  blei's  your 
daughter  i  and  both  my  mafter  and  he 
iiijomed  me  to  write  how  the  whole  mat- 
ter was,  and  what  my  thoughts  were  on 
this  joyful occafion. 

I  will  take  the  matter  from  the  begin- 
ning, that  Providence  directed  his  feet  to 
this  houfe,  to  this  time,  as  I  have  had  it 
from  Mrs.  Jewkes,  from  my  mailer,  my 
father,  the  ladies,  and  my  own  heart  and 
conduct,  as  far  as  I  know  of  both  j  be- 
caufe  they  command  it,  and  you  will  be 
pleafed  with  my  relation;  and  fo,  as  you 
know  how  I  came  by  the  connection, 
will  make  one  uniform  relation  of  it. 

It  feems,  then,  my  dear  father  and 
you  were  fo  uneafy  to  know  the  truth  of 
*fee  ftory  which  Thomas  had  told  you, 
that  fearing  I  was  betrayed,  and  quite 
undone,  he  got  leave  of  abfcnce,  and  fet 
out  the  day  after  Thomas  was  there;  and 
fb,  on  Friday  morning,  he  got  to  the 
neighbouring  townj  and  there  he  heard 
that  the  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood 
were  at  my  matter's,  at  a  great  enter- 
tainment. He  put  on  a  clean  .  fhirt  and 
neckcloth  (which  he  brought  in  his 
pocket)  >at  an  alehoufe  there,  and  got 
Jhaved;  and  fo,  after  he  had  eat  fume 
bread  and  cheefe,  and  drank  a  can  of  ale, 
he  fet  out  for  my  matter's  houfe,  with  a 
heavy  heart,  dreading  far  me,  apd  in 
much  fear  of  being  brow-beaten.  He 
had,  it  feems,  aficed  at  the  alehoufe  what 
family  the  fquire  had  down  here,  in 
hopes  to  hear  fomething  of  me :  and  they 
faid,  a  houfekeeper,  two  maids,  and,  at 
prefent,  two  coachmen,  and  two  grooms, 
a  footman,  and  a  helper.  Was  that  all? 
he  faid,  They  told  him,  there  was  a  young 
creature  there,  helike  who  was,  or  ivas 
to  be,  his  miftrefs,  or  fomewhat  of  that 
nature;  but  had  been  his  mother's  wait- 
ing maid.  This,  he  faid,  grieved  his 
heart,  and  confirmed  his  fears. 

So  he  went  on,  and  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  came  to  the  gate  ;  and, 
ringing  there,  Sir  Simon"s  coachman 
went  to  the  iron  gate;  and  he  afketi  for  th.e 
houfekeeper ;- though,  from  what  I  had 
written,  in  his  heart  he  could  not  abide 
her.  She  fent  for  him  in,  little  thinking 
who  he  was,  and  afked  him,  in  the  little 
hall,  what  his  bufmcfs  with  her  was. 
*  Only,  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  whether  I 
?  cannot  fpeak  one  word  with  the  fquire  ?. ' 


— «  No,  friend,'  faid  me  j  '  he  is  engaged 
«  with  feveral  gentlemen  and  ladies.* 
Said  he — «  I  have  bufmefs  with  his  ho- 
'  nour  of  greater  confeqv  encc  to  me  than 
'  either  life  or  death;'  and  tears  itood  in, 
his  eyes. 

At  that  me  went  into  the  great  par- 
lour, where  my  matter  was  talking  very 
pleafantly  with  the  ladies;  and  me  laid— • 
'  Sir,  here  is  a  good  tight  old  man,  that 
'  wants  to  fee  you  on  bufmefs  ot  lite  and 
'  death,  he  fays,  and  is  very  carneft.* 
— *  Aye,' faid  Ije,  «  who  can  that  be? 
'  — Let  him  ttay  in  the  little  hall,  and 

*  I'll  come  to  him  prefently.'     They  all 
feemed  to  ftare;  and  Sir  Simon  faid— 
4  No  more  norlefs,  I  dare  fay,  my  good 
'  friend,  but  a  baftard-child.'— <  If  it 
'  is,'  faid  Lady  Jones,  *  bring  it  in  to 
<  us.'—4  I  will,' laid  he. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  tells  me,  my  matter  was 
much  furprized  when  he  faw  who  it 
was;  and  me  much  more,  when  my  dear 
father  laid — £  Good  God!  give  me  pa- 
'  tience!  but,  as  great  as  you  are,  Sir,  I 
'  mutt  afk  for  my  child!'  and  burft  out 
into  tears;  (O  what  trouble  have  I  given 
you  both!)  My  matter  faid,  taking  him; 
by  the  hand — *  Don't  be  uneafy,  Good- 
'  man  Andrews;  }uiir  daughter  is  in  the 

*  way  to  be  happy!' 

This  alarmed  my  dear  father,  and  he 
faid — *  What!  then,  is  me  dying?'  And 
trembled  he  could  fcarce  ftand.  My 
matter  made  him  fit  down,  and  fat  down 
by  him,  and  faid — '  No,  God  beprailed, 
-*  /he  is  very  well:  and  pray  be  com- 
'  forted ;  I  cannot  bear  to  fee  you  thus 
'  appreheniive ;  but  fhe  has  written  you 
'  a  letter,  to  affure  you  that  fli&has  rea- 
'  fon  to  be  well  fatisfied,  and  happy/ 

'Ah,  Sir!'  laid  he,  *  you  told  ineonce 
'  me  was  in  London,  waiting  on  a  bi- 
1  fhop's  lady,  when  all  the  time  fhe  was 
'  a  fevere  prilbner  here.'— c  Well,  that's 

*  all  over  now,  Goodman  Andrew?,'  faid 
my  matter:  *  but  the  times  are  altered; 
'  for  now  the  fweet  girl  has  taken  me  pri- 
'  foner;  and,   in  a  few  days,  I  fhall  put 

*  on  the  moft  agreeable  fetters  that  ever 
'  man  wore.' 

4  O,  Sir,'  laid  he,  '  you  are  to9  plea- 

*  fant  for  my  griefs.     My  heart's  al- 
'  moft  broke.     But  may  I  not  fee  my 

*  poor  child  ?' — '  You  mall  prefently,* 
faid  he;  *  for  me  is  coming  down  to  us  5 
'  and  fince  you  won't  believe  me,  I  hope 

*  you  will  oer» 

*  I  will  afk  you,  good  Sir,*  faid  he, 

*  but  one  queftion  till  tlien,  that  I  may 
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*  know  how  to  look  upon  her  when  I 
«  lee  her.     Is  fhe  ho'neft  ?  Is  fhe  virtu- 
<  ous  ?'_<  As  the  new  born  babe,  Mr. 
«  Andrews,1  laid  my  good  matter;  '  and, 

*  in  twelve  clays  time,  I  hope,  will  be 
'  my  wife.'— - 

'  O  flatter  me  not,  good  your  honour,' 
faid  he :  *  it  cannot  be !  it  cannot  be! — I 

*  fear  you  have  deluded  her  with  ftrange 
'  hopes;  and  would  make  me  believe  im- 
'  pofiibiiities !'— -<    Mrs.   Jewkes,'  faid 
he,  *  do  you  tell  my  dear  Pamela's  good 

*  father,  when  I  go  out,  all  you  know 

*  concerning  me,  and  your  miftrefs  that 

*  is  to  be.     Mean  time,  make  much  of. 
«  him,  and  fet  out  what  you  have;  and 

*  make  him  drinkaglafs  of  what  he  likes 

*  beft.     If  this  be  wine,'  added  he,  *  fill 
'  me  a  bumper.1 

She  did  ibj  and  he  took  my  father  by 
the  hand,  and  faid — '  Believe  me,  good 

*  man,  and  be  eai'y;  for  I  can't  bear  to 

*  fee  you  tortured  in  this  cruel  fufpence: 
'  your  dear  daughter  is  the  beloved  of 

*  my  foul.     I  am  glad  you  are  come: 

*  for  you'll  fee  us  all  in  the  fame  ftory. 

*  And  here's  your  dame's  health;  and 

*  God  blefs  you  both,  for  being  the  hap- 

*  py  means  of  procuring  for  me  fo  great 

*  a  bkfling !'     And  fo  he  drank  a  bum- 
per to  this  moft  obliging  health. 

*  What  do  I  hear  ?    It  cannot  fnrely 

*  be!-'  faid  my  father.     *  And  your  ho- 

*  nour  is  too  good,  I  hope,  to  mock  a 

*  poor  old  man.     This  ugly  ftory,  Sir, 

*  of  the  bifhop,  runs  in  my  head — But 

*  you  fay  I  mall  fee  my  dear  child— 

*  And  I  mall  fee  her  honeft.— If  not, 

*  poor  as  I  am,  I  would  not  own  her.' 
My  mafter  bid  Mrs.  Jewkes  not  let 

me  know  yet  that  my  father  was  come; 

and  went  to  the  company,  and  laid — '  I 
have  been  agreeably  furpri zed:  here  is 
honeft  old  Goodman  Andrews  come 
full  of  grief  to  fee  his  daughter;  for  he 
fears  me  isfeduced;andtellsme,  good 
honeft  man,  that,  poor  as  he  is,  h'e 
will  not  own  her,  if  fhe  be  not  virtu- 
ous/— c  O,'  faid  they  all,  with  one 
oice  almoft,  '  dear  Sir  !  fhaH  we  not  fee 
the  good  old  man  you  have  fo  praifed 
for  his  plain  -good  fenfe  and  honeft 
heart?1—'  If,' faid  he,  «  I  thought  Pa- 
mela would  not  be  too  much  affected 
with  the  furprize,  I  would  make  you 
all  witnefs  to  their  firft  interview;  fdr 
never  did  daughter  love  a  father,  or  a 
father  a  daughter,  as  they  two  do  one 
another.'  Mifs  Darnford,  and  all  the 

ladies,  and  the  gentlemen  too,  begged  it 


might  be  fo.  But  was  not  this  very 
cruel,  my  dear  mother?  For  well  might 
they  think  Imouldnofc-fupportmyfelf  in 
fuch  an  agreeable  furprize. 

He  laid,  kindly—'  I  have  but  one  fear, 
'  that  the  dear  girl  may  be  too  much  af- 
«  fefted.'— <  O,'  faid  Lady  Darnford, 

*  we'll  all  help  to  keep  up  her  fpirits.* 
Says  he — *  I'll  go  up  and  prepare  her; 

*  but  won't  tell  her  of  it.'     So  he  came 
up  to  me,  as  I  have  faid,  and  amufed 
me  about  MK.  Williams,  to  half-pre- 
pare me  for  fome  furprize;  though  that 
could  not  have  been  any  thing  to  this ; 
and  he  left  me,  as  I  faid,  in  that  fufpence, 
at  his  myftical  words,  faying,  he  would 
fend  to  me,  when  they  were  going  to 
cards. 

My  mafter  went  from  me  to  my  fa- 
ther, and  afked  if  he  had  eaten  any- 
thing.    <  No,'  faid  Mrs.  Jewkes,  *  the 
good  man's  heart's  fb  full,  he  cannot 
eat,  ncr  do  any-thing,  till  he  has  feen 
his  dear  daughter*' — *  That  fhall  foon 
be,'  laid   iny  mafter.     *  I  will  have 
you  come  in  with  me;  for  fhe  is  go- 
ing to  fit  down  with  my  guefts,  to  a 
game  at  quadrille;  and  I  will  fend  for 
her  down.'-—'  O,  Sir,'  faid  my  father, 
don't,  don't  let  me ;  I  am  not  fit  to 
appear  before  your  guefts  ;  let  me  fee 
my  daughter  by  myielf,  I  befeechyou.' 
Said  he — '  They  all  know  your  honeft 
character,  Goodman   Andrews,  and 
long  to  fee  you,  for  Pamela's  fake.' 
So  he  took  mv  father  by  the  hand, 
and  led  him  in,  againft  his  will,  to  the 
company.     They  were  all  very  good. 
My  mafter  kindly  faid — '  Ladies  and 

*  gentlemen,  I  prefenttoyou  one  of  the 
'  honefteft  men  in  England,  my  good  Pa- 

*  mela's  father.1     Mr.  Peters  went  to 
him,  and  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  faid 
— '  We  are  all  gladto  fee  you,  Sir;  you 
'  are  the  happieft  man  in  the  world 'in  a 

*  daughter;  whom  we  never  faw  before 

*  to-day,  but  cannot  enough  admire.' 

Said  my  mafter — '  This  gentleman, 
'  Goodman  Andrews,  is  the  miniftcr  of 
1  the  parifh;  but  is  not  young  enough  for 
«  Mr.  Williams.'  This  airy  expref- 
fion,  my  poor  father  faid,  made  him  fear, 
for  a  moment,  that  all  was  a  ieit.  Sir 
Simon  alfo  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
fa' id — *  Aye,  you  have  a  fvveet  daughter, 

*  Honefty;  we  are  all  in  love  with  her.' 
And  the  ladies  came,  and  faid  very  fine 
things :  Lady  Darnford  particularly,  that 
he  might  think  himfelf  the  happieft  man 
in  England,  in  fuch  a  daughter.  *  If,  and 
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pleafe  yon,  Madam,'  faid  ne,  *  (he  be 
but  virtuous,  'tis  all  in  ail:-  for  all  the 
rett  is  accident.     But  I  doubt  his  ho- 
nour has  been  too  much  upon  the  jeft 
ivith  me." — (  No/  faid  Mrs.  Peters, 
we  are  all  witnelles  that  he   intends 
very  honourably  by  her/ — '  It  is  fome 
comfort,''  faid  he,  and  wiped  his  eyes, 
that  inch  good  ladies  fay  fo — But  I 
wiili  I  could  fee  her/ 
Thev  would  have  had  him  fit  down  by 
them,  but  he  would  only  fit  behind  the 
door,  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  fo  that 
one  could  not  foon  fee  him  as  one  came 
in;  becaufe  the  door  opened  againft  him, 
and  hid  him  almoft.     The  ladies  all  fat 
down;   and   my  matter  faid — '  Defire 
'  Mrs.  Jcwkestoftep  up,  and  tell  Mrs. 
*  Andrews  the  ladies  wait  for  her/     So 
down  I  came. 

Mifs  Darnford  rofe,  and  met  me  at 
the  door,  and  faid—'  Well,  Mifs  An- 
'  drc-ws,  we  longed  for  your  company/ 
I  did  not  fee  my  dear  father ;  and  it  feems 
his  heart  was  too  full  to  fpeak;  and  he 
got  up,  and  fat  down,  three  or  four  times 
ibccefltvely,  unable  to  come  to  me,  or  to 
fay  any-thing.  The  ladies  looked  that 
way;  but  I  would  not,  fuppofing  it  was 
Mr.  Williams.  And  they  made  me  fit 
down  between  Lady  Darnford  and  Lady 
Jones:  and  alked  me  what  fhe  would  play 
at.  I  faid — *  At  what  your  ladyihips 
'  p'eafe/  I  wondered  to  fee  them  fmile> 
and  look  upon  me,  and  to  that  corner  of 
the  room;  but  I  was  afraid  of  looking 
that  way,  for  fear  of  feeing  Mr.  Wil- 
liams; though  my  face  was  that  way 
too,  and  the  table  before  me. 

Said  my  matter — '  Did  you  fend  your 
letter  away  to  the  pott-  houfe,  my  good 
girl,  for  your  father/ — *  To  be  fure, 
Sir,'  laid  I,  *  I  did  not  forget  that: 
I  took  the  liberty  to  defire  Mr.  Tho- 
mas to  carry  it/ — '  What/  faid  he,  <  I 
wonder,  will  the  good  old  couple  fay  to 
it  ?' — <  O  Sir/  laid  I,  *  your  goodnefs 
will  be  a  cordial  to  their  dear  honeft 
hearts1/     At  that,  my   dear  father, 
not  able  to,  contain  himfelf,  nor  yet  to 
ftir  from  the  place,  gufhed  out  into  a 
flood  of  tears,  which  he,  good  foul!  had 
been  Struggling  with,  it  feems,  and  cried 
cut — *  O  my  dear  child'/ 

I  knew  the  voice,  and,  lifting  up  my 
eyes,  and  feeing  my  father,  gave  afpring, 
overturned  the  table,  without  regard  to 
the  company,  and  threw  myfelf  at  his 
feet:  *  O  my  father 4  my  father'/  faid  I, 
«  can  it  be  ?-~ls  it  you  ?  Yes,  it  is!  It 


*  is ! — O  blefs  your  happy—1*  daughter! 
I  would  have  faid,  and  down  I  funk. 

My  matter  feemed  concerned.      '  I 

*  feared/  faid  he,    *  that  the  furprize 
'  would  be  too  much  for  her  fpirits  ;"* 
and  all  the  ladies  ran  to  me,  and  made 
me  drink  a  glafs  of  water;  and  I  found 
myfelf  encircled  in  the  arms  of  my  dear- 
eft  father.     «  O  tell  me/  faid  I,  '  every 
'  thing!-      How  long   have  you  been 
'  here  ? — When  did  you  come  ? — How 

*  does  my  honoured  mother  ?'  And  half 
a  dozen  queftions  more,  before  he  could 
anfwer  one. 

They  permitted  me  to  retire  with  my 
father ;  and  then  I  poured  forth  all  my 
vows,  and  thankfgivings  to  God,  for  this 
additional  blefling  ;  and  confirmed  all 
my  matter's  goodnefs  to  his  fcarce-be- 
lieving  amazement.  And  we  kneeled 
together,  blefling  God,  and  one  another, 
for  feveral  ecftatic  minutes ;  and  my  ma- 
tter coming  in  foon  after,  my  dear  fa- 
ther laid — '  O  Sir,  what  a  change  is  this! 

*  May  God  reward  and  blefs  you,  both 
4  in  this  world  and  the  next !' 

<  May  God  blefs  us  all!'  faid  he. 
'  But  how  does  my  fweet  girl !  I  have 
'  been  in  pain  for  you — I  am  ferry  I 
1  did  not  apprife  you  beforehand/ 

'  O  Sir/  faid  I,  '  it  was  you;  and  all 
'  you  do  mutt  be  good — But  this  was 
'  a  blefling  fo  unexpected  !' 

'  Well/  faid  he,  *  you  have  given  pain 

*  to  all  the  company.  They  will  be  glad 

*  to  fee  you,  when  you  can:  for  you  have 
'  fpoiled    all   their  diverfion ;    and  yet 

*  painfully  delighted  them  at  the  fame 
'  time. — Mr.  Andrews/  added  he,  *  do 
'  you  make  this  houfe  your  own  ;  and 
'  the  longer  you  ftay,  the  more  welcome 

*  you'll  be. — After  you  have  alittle  com- 
'  pofed  yourfelf,  my  dear  girl,  fiep  in  to 

*  us  again.     I  am  glad  to  fee  you  fo 

*  well  already/     And  fo  he  left  us. 

*  See  you,   my  dear  father/  faid  I, 
'  what  goodnefs  there   is  in  this  once 
4  naughty  matter  ?     O  pray  for  him  ! 
^  and  pray  for  me,  that  I  may  deferve 
'.  it1/ 

*  How  long  has  this  happy  change 
'  been  wrought,  my  dear  child  ?' — '  O,' 
faid  I, '  feveral  happy  days ! — I  have  writ- 

*  ten  dcv/n  every-thing;  and  you'll  fee, 
'  from  the  depth  of  mifery,  what  God 
4  has  done  for  your  happy  daughter !' 

*  Bleffed  be  his  name '/  faid  he.  <  But 
'  do  you  fay,  he  will  marry  you?   Can  it 

*  be,  that  fuch  a  brave  gentleman  will 

*  make  a  lady  of  the  child  of  fuch  a  poor 

'  man 
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man  as  I  ?     O  the  Divine  goodnefs  ! 
How  will  your  poor  dear  mother  be 
able  to  fupport  thele  happy  tidings  ?  I 
will  fet  oat   to-morrow,  to  atquaint 
her  with  them :  for  I  am  but  half  hap- 
py, till  the  dear  good  woman  mares 
them  with  me! — To  be  fure,  my  dear 
child,  we  ought  to  go  into  fome  far 
country  to  hide  ourfelves,  that  we  may 
not  difgrace  you  by  our  poverty  !' 
'  O  my  dear  father,'  laid  I, '  now  you 
are  unkind  for  the  firft  time.     Your 
poverty  has  been  my  glory,  and  my 
riches  ;  and  I  have  nothing  to  brag  of, 
but  that  I  ever  thought  it  an  honour, 
rather  than  a  difgrace  ;   becaufe  you 
were  always  fo  honeft,  tUat  your  child 
might  well  boaft  of  fuch  a  parentage !' 
In  this  manner,  my  dear  mother,  did 
we  pafs  the  happy  moments,  till  Mifs 
Darnford  came  to  me,  and  faid — '  How 
'  do  you  do,  dear  Madam  ?     I  rejoice 
'  to  fee  you  fo  well  1  Pray  let  us  have 
'  your  company. — And  yours  too,  good 
'  Mr.  Andrews/  taking  his  hand. 

This  was  very  obliging,  I  told  her ; 
and  we  went  to  the  great  parlour  5  and 
my  mailer  took  my  father  by  the  hand, 
and  made  him  fit  down  by  him,  and 
drink  a  glafs  of  wine  with  him.  Mean 
time,  I  made  my  excufes  to  the  ladies, 
as  well  as  I  could,  which  they  readily 
granted  me.  But  Sir  Simon,  after  his 
comical  manner,  put  his  hands  on  my 
moulders  :  '  Let  me  fee,  let  me  fee,1  laid 
he,  '  where  your  wings  grow  ;  for  I  never 
'  faw  any -body  fly  like  you. — Why,' 
faid  he,  *  you  have  broken  Lady  Jones's 
'  fhins  with  the  table.  Shew  her  elfe, 

*  Madam.' 

His  pleafantrymade  them  laugh.  And 
I  (aid — I  was  very  forry  for  my  ex- 
travagancy :  and  if  it  had  not  been  my 
matter's  doings,  I  mould  have  faid,  it 
was  a  fault  to  permit  me  to  be  furprifed, 
and  put  out  of  myfdf,  before  fuch  good 
company.  They  faid,  all  was  very  ex- 
cufable ;  and  they  were  glad  I  fullered  no 
more  by  it. 

They  were  fo  kind  as  to  excufe  me 
•at  cards,  and  played  by  themfelves  ;  and 
I  went  by  my  matter's  command  and  fat 
on  the  other  fide,  in  the  happieft  place  I 
ever  was  bleft  with,  between  two  of  the 
dearett  men  in  the  world  to  me,  and 
each  holding  one  of  my  hands  ; — my 
father,  every  now-and-then,  with  tears, 
lifting  up  his  eyes,  and  faying—'  Coif  d 

*  I  ever  have  hooed  this!' 

J  alked  him,  if  hs  had  been  fo  kind  as 


to  bring  the  papers  with  him  ?     He  faid 

he  had,  and  looked  at  me,  as  who  mould 

fay — *  Mutt  I  give  them  to  you  now?' 

I  faid—'  Be  pleafedto  let  me  have  them/ 

He  pulled  them  from  his  pocket ;  and  I 

flood  up,  and,  with  my  bell  duty,  gave 

them  into  my  matter's  hands.  He  faid— 

Thank  you,  Pamela.      Your  father 

mall  take  all  with  him,  to  fee  what  a 

fad  fellow  I  have  been,  as  well  as  the 

prefent  happier  alteration.  But  I  muft 

have  them  all  again,  for  the  writer's 

fake.' 

The  ladies  and  gentlemen  would  make 
me  govern  the  tea-table,  whateverl  could 
do  ;  and  Abraham  attended  me,  to  ferve 
the  company.  My  matter  and  my  father 
fat  together,  and  drank  a  glafs  or  two  of 
wine  inftead  of  tea,  and  Sir  Simon  joked 
with  my  mailer,  raying — '   I  warrant 
you  would  not  be  fuch  a  woman's 
man,  as  to  drink  tea,  for  ever  fo  much, 
with  the  ladies.  But  your  time's  com- 
ing, and  I  doubt  not,  you'll  be  made  as 
conformable  as  I.' 

My  matter  was  very  urgent  with  them 
to  flay  lupper  j  andatlaft  they  complied, 
on  condition  that  I  would  grace  the  ta- 
ble, as  they  were  pleafed  to  call  it.  I 
begged  to  be  excufed.  My  mailer  faid — 

*  Don't  -be  excufed,   Pamela,  iince  the 
'  ladies  defire  it  :  and  beiides,'  faid  he, 

*  we  won't  part  with  your  father;  and 

*  fo  you  may  as  well  flay  with  us.' 

I  was  in  hopes  my  father  and  I  might 
fup  by  ourfelves,  or  only  with  Mvs. 
Jewkes.  And  Mifs  Darnford,  who  is 
a  moll  obliging  young  lady,  laid — '  We 

*  will  not  part  with  you  ;    indeed  we 
'  won't.' 

When  fupper  was  brought  in,  Lady 
Darnford  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  faid 
to  my  matter — '  Sir,   by  your  leave  j* 
and  would  have  placed  me  at  the  upper- 
end  of  the  table.  *  Pray,  pray,  Madam,' 
faid  I,  'excufe  me;   I  cannot  do  it,  in- 
'  deed  I  cannot.' — «  Pamela,'  raid  my 
matter,  to  the  great  delight  of  .my  good 
father,   as  I   could   fee   by   his    looks, 
oblige  Lady  Darnford  fmce  ihe  defires 
it.    It  is  but  a  little  before  your  time, 
you  know.' 

'  Dear,  good  Sir,'  faid  I,  'pray  don't 
command  it!  Let  me  lit  by  my  fa- 
ther, pray  !' — '  Why,'  faid  Sir  Simon, 
here's  ado  indeed  !  Sit  down  at  the 
upper-end,  as  you  mould  do;  and  your 
father  fhall  fit  by  you, 'there.'  This 
p',:t  my  dear  father  upon  difficulties. 
my  matter  faM — {  Ccrne,  I'll  pla^e 
'*£  i  '  sou 
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*  you  all  :*  and  fo  put  Lady  Darn  ford 
at  the  upper-cad,  Lady  Jones   at  her 
right-hand,  and  Mrs .  Peters  en  the  other ; 
and  he  placed  me  between  the  two  young 
ladies;  but  very  genteelly  putMilsDarn- 
ford  below  her  younger  lifter  ;  laying — 

Ccnie,  Mil's,  I  put  you  here,  becaufe 
you  (hall  hedge  in  this  little  cuckow  ; 
for  I  take  notice,  with  pleasure,  of 
your  goodnefs  to  her,  and  befides,  all 
you  very  young  ladies  Should  fit  to- 
gether.1 This  feemed  to  pleale  both 
fifters  5  for  had  the  youngeft  Mils  been 
put  there,  it  might  have  piqued  her,  as 
matters  have  been  formerly,  to  be  placed 
below  me,  whereas  Mils  Darnford  giv- 
ing place  to  her  youngeti  filter,  made  it 
lei's  odd  Hie  mould  to  me ;  efpecially  with 
that  handfome  turn  of  the  dear  man,  as 
if  I  was  a  cuckow,  and  to  be  hedged 
In. 

My  mafter  kindly  faid — '  Come,  Mr.. 
6  Andrews,  you  and  I  will  fit  together.' 
And  fo-  took  his  place  at  the  bottom  of 
the  table,  and  fetmy  father  on  his  right- 
hand  $  and  Sir  Simon  would  fit  on  his 
left.  *  For,'  faid  he,  *  parfon,  I  think 
'  the  petticoats  mould  fit  together ;  and 
'  fo  dq  you  fit  down  by  that  lady,1  (his 
filler.)  A  boiled  turkey  ftanding  by  me, 
my  mafter  faid — *  Cut  up  that  turkey, 

*  Pamela,  if  it  be  rot  too  ftrong  work 
'  for  you,  that  Lady  Darnford  may  not 
'  have'too  much  trouble."1     So  I  carved  , 
it  in  a  trice,  and  helped  the  ladies.  Mil's 
Darn  ford  faid— -« I  would  give  fomething 

*  to  be  fo  dextrous  a  carver.' — *  O  Ma- 
'  dam,'  faid  I, '  my  Iat€  good  lady  would 

*  always  make  me  do  thete  things,when 

*  fhe  entertained  lier  female  friends,  as 

*  me  ufed  to  do  on  particular  days/ 

'  Ay,'  laid  my  mailer,  *  I  remember 
c  my  poor  mother  would  often  fay,  if  I, 

*  or  any-body  at  table,  happened  to  be 

*  a  little  out  in  carving — ;<  I'll  fend  up 
"  for  my  Pamela,  to  mew  you  how  to 
*'  carve." '    Said  Lady  Jones — '  Mrs. 

*  Andrews  has  every  accomplishment  of 

*  her  lex.     She  is  <}uive  wonderful  for 
«  her  years.'  MifsDarnford  faid — '-And 

*  I  can  tell  you,  Madam,  that  file  plays 
«  fweetly  upon  the  Ipinnet,  and  fings  as 

*  fweetly  to  it  j  for  fhe  has  a.  fine  voice.' 
— *  Foolilh  !'  faid  Sir  Simon :  <  who,  that 
'  hears  her   fpeak,    knows    not   that  7 

*  And  who  that  fess  her  fingers,  believes 
not  that  they  were  made  to  touch  any 


key? — O, parfon  !'  laid  he, 


well 

you're  by,  or  I  mould  have  had  a  blufli 
1  from  the  ladies,' — '  I  hope  not,   Sir 


Simon/  faid  Lady  Jones  ;  f  for  a  gen- 
tleman of  your  poSite'nefs  would  not 
fay  any- thing  that  would  make  ladies 
blufli.' — '  No,  no,'  faid  he,  «  for  the 
world  :  but  if  I  had,  it  would  have 
been,  as  the  poet  fays— 

"  They  blufh,  becaufe  they  underftand.'* 

When  the  company  went  away,  Lady 
Darnford,  Lady  Jones,  and  Mrs.  Peters, 
feverally  invited  my  mafter,  and  me  with 
him,  to  their  houfes;  and  begged  he 
would  permit  me,  at  leaft,  to  come  be- 
fore we  left  thofe  parts.  And  they  faid, 
we  hope  when  the  happy  knot  is  tied; 
you  will  induce  Mr.  B.  to  refide  more 
among  us.  '  We  were  always  glad,' 
faid  Lady  Darnford,-  *  when  he  was 
<  here  ;  but  now  lhall  have  double  rea- 

*  fon.'     O  what  grateful  things  were 
thefe  to  the  ears  of  my  good  father  ! 

When  the  company  was  gone,  my 
mafter  alked  my  father,  if  he  fmoked  ? 
He  anfwered— .*  No.'  He  made  us  both- 
fit  down  by  him ;  and  faid — '  I  have  been 
'  telling  this  fweet  girl,  that  in  fourteen 
'  days,  and  two  of  them  arengone,  fhe 

*  muft  fix  on  one  to  make  me  happy.. 
t  And  have  left  it  to  her  to  choofe  either 
'  one  of  the  firft  or  laft  feven.'  My  father 
held  up  his  hands  and  eyes ;  *  God  blefs 
'  your  honour,'  faid  he,   '  is  all  I  can 
'  lay  !' — *  Now,  Pamela,'  faid  my  ma- 
fter, taking  my  hand,  '  don't  let  a  little 

*  wrong-timed  balhfulnefs  take  place, 
'  without  >any  other  reafon,  becaufe  I 
'  fhould-beglad  to  go  to  Bedford/hire 
'  as  loon  as  I  could  ;  and  I  would  not 
{  return  till  I  carry  my  fervants  there  a- 
*•  miftrefs,  who  fhould  aflift  me  to  re- 

*  pair  the  mifchiefs  fhe  has  made  iu  it.' 
I  could  not  look  up  for  confufion, 

And  my  father  faid—*  My  dear  child, 
'  1  need  not,  I  am  fure,  prompt  your 
'  obedience  in  whatever  will  moft  oblige 

*  fo  good  a  gentleman.' — *  Whnt  fays 
'-  my  Pamela  ?'  faid  my  mafter :  *  fhe 

*  does  not  ufe  to  be  at  a  lofs  for  expref- 
4  fion.' — '  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  were  I  toofud- 
'•  den,  it  would  look  as  if  I  doubted- 
'  whether  you  would  hold  in  your  mind, 

*  and  was  not  willing  to  give  you  time 
'  for  reflection  :  but  otherwife,  to  be  fure 
'  I  ought  to  refign  myfelf  implicitly  ta 
4  your  will.' 

Said  he— '  I  want  not  time  for  reflec- 
'  t;on :  for  I  have  often  told  you,  and 

*  that  long  ago,  I  could  not  live  without 
f  you  ;  and  my  pride  of  condition  made 

<•  me 
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e  me  both  tempt  and  terrify  you  to  other 
«  terms ;  but  your  virtue  was  proof  a- 
'  gainft  all  temptations,  and  was  not  to 
s  be  awed  by  terrors  :  wherefore,  as  I 

<  could  not  conquer  my  paffion  for  yon, 

*  I  corrected  myfelf,  and  reibived,  lince 

*  you  would  not  be    mine  upon    my* 

*  terms,  you  mould  \ipon  your  own  : 

*  and  now  I  defire  you  not  on  any  other, 

*  I  affure  you :  and  I  think  the  fooner  it 
,«  is  done,"  the  better.— What  fay  you, 
'«  Mr.  Andrews  ?'— « Sir,'  faidhe,  '  there 

'  is  fo  much  goodnefs  on  your  fide,  and 

*  blelled  be  God  1  fo  much  prudence  on 

*  my  daughter's,  that  I  muft  be  quite 

*  filent.  But  when  it  is  done,  I  and  my 
(  poor  wife  ftiall  have  nothing  to  do,  but 

*  to  pray  for  you  both,  and  to  look  back 
'  with  wonder  and  joy,  on  the  ways  of 

*  Providence/ 

*  This,7  faid  my  matter,  '  is  Friday 
*•  night  j  and  iuppofe  my  girl,  it  be  next 
«  Monday,  Tuefday,  Wcdnefday,  or 

*  Thurfday  morning? — Say,  my   Pa- 
k  mela.1 

•  *  Will  yon,  Sir,'  faid  I,  cexcufe  me 

*  till  to-morrow  for  an  anfwer  ?' — '  I 

<  will,'  faid  he.     And  touched  the  bell, 
and  called  for  Mrs.  Jewkes.   *  Where,' 
laid  he, f  does  Mr.  Andrews  lie  to-night  ? 
'  You'll  take  care  of  him  :    he's  a  very 

*  good  man  j  and  will  bring  a  bleffing 

*  upon  every  houfe  he  fetshis  foot  in.' 
My  dear  father  wept  for  joy  j    and  I 

could  not  refrain  keeping  company.  And 
my  matter,  faluting  me,  bid  us  good- 
night, and  retired.  And  I  waited  upon 
my  dear  father,  and  was  fo  full  of  prattle 
of  my  mafter's  goodnefs,  and  my  future 
profpecls,  that  I  believed  afterwards  I 
was  turned  ail  into  tongue  :  but  he  in- 
dulged me,  and  was  tranfported  with 
joy  j  and  went  to  bed,  and  dreamt  of 
nothing  but  Jacob's  ladder,  and  angels 
afcending  and  descending,  to  bleis  him 
and  his  daughter. 


SATURDAY. 

IArofe  early  in  the  morning ;  but  found 
my  father  was  up  befoieme,  and  was 
gone  to  walk  in  the  garden.     I  went  to 
him  :  and  with  what  delight,  with  what 
thankfulnefs,  did  we  go  over  ever}'  fcene 
of  it,  that  had  before  been  to  dreadful  to 
me!      The   fifh-por.d,  the  back-door, 
and  eVfery  place  :  O  what  reafbn  had  we 
ior  thaukfulnefs  and  gratitude! 
About  (even  o'clock  my  good 


joined  us,  in  hi$  morning  gown  and  flip- 
pers j  and  looking  a  little  heavy,  1  faid— — 

*  Sir,  I  fear  you  had  not  good  red  lai't 
4  night.' — «  That  is  your  fault,  Pamela,' 
faid  he  :   '  after  I  went  from  you,  I  rmift 

*  needs  look  into  your  papers,  and  could 
<  not  leave  them  till  I   had  read  than 
'  through ;  and  fo  'twas  three  o'clock 
'    before  I  went  to  ileep.' — '  I  wifti,  Sir,' 
faid  I,  '  you  had  had  better  entertain- 

*  ment.' — '  The  wcrtt  part  of  it,'  faid 
he,  '  was  what  I  had  brought  upon  my- 
'  I'clf  5  and  you  have  not  fpared  me,'—-- 
(   Sir — '  faid  I.      He  interrupting  7rie,, 
faid — '  Well,  I  forgive  you.     You  had- 

*  too  much  reafen  for  it.     But  I   find, 
'  plainly  enough,  that  if  you  had  got 

*  away,  you  would  foon  have  been  WilU 
1  liams's  wife  :  and  I  can't  fee  how  It 
c  could  well  have  been  otherwiie.' — '  In- 
c  deed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  had  no  notion  of 
f  it,  or  of  being  any-body's.' — {I  believe 

1 '  fo,'  faid  he 5  '  but  it  mud  have  corneas 
'  a  thing  of  courie ;  and  I  fee  your  fathesr 
'  was  for  it.' — '  Sir,'  faid  he,  1 1  little 

*  thought  of  the  honour  your  goodnefe 
{  would  confer  upon  her;  and  I  thought 
'  that  would  be  a  match  above  what  we' 
'  could  do  for  her,  a  great  deal.     But 

*  when  I  found  me  was  not  for  it,  I  re- 

*  (blved  not  to  urge  her ;  but  leave  all  to- 

*  her  own  prudence.' 

'  I  fee,'  laid  he,  {  all  was  fincere,  ho- 

*  neft,  and  open ;  and  I  fpeak  of  it,  if 
'  it  had  been  done,  as  a  thing  that  could 

*  hardly  well  be  avoided  j  and  I  am  quite 
'  fatisfied.     But,'  faid  he,  '  I  miift  ob- 

*  ferve,  as  I  have  a  hundred  times,  with- 

*  admiration,  what  a  prodigious  memo- 
4  ry,  and  eafy  and  happy  manner  of  nar- 
1  ration,  this  excellent  girl  has !    And 
1  though  (lie  is  full  of  her  pretty  tricks 
1  and  artifices,  to  efcape  the  fnares  I  had 

*  laid  for  her,  yet  all  is  innocent,  lovely, 
'  and  uniformly  beautiful.  You  are  ex- 
'   ceedingly  happy  in  a  daughter  ;  and  I 

*  hope  I  (hail  be  fo  in  a  wife.'— <  Or,'  faid 
my  father,  *maylhe  not  have  tiiat  ho- 
nour !' — '  I  fear  it  not,'  faid  he  \  *  and  I 

*  hope  I  mall  deferve  it  of  her.' 

*  But,  Pamela,'  faid  my  mailer,  '  I  anv 
'  forry   to  find  in  fome  parts  of  your 

*  journal,  that  Mrs.  Jewkes  carried  her 
'  orders  a  little  too  far :  and  I  the  more 
£  take  notice  of  it,  becaufe  you  have  not 
c  complained  to  me  of  .her  behaviour, 
f  as  me  might  have  expe&ed-for  fome 
'  parts  of  it}   though  a  great  deal  was 
«  occaiioned  by  my  ih-ict  orders.     But 

*  Hie  had  the  infolencc  to  ftrike  my  girl» 


i  So 
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I  find/—'  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  I  was  a  little 
provoking,  I  believe  ;  but  as  we  for- 
gave one  another,  I  was  the  lefs  en- 
titled to  complain  of  her.' 
'  Well,'  laid  he,  *  you  are  very  good  ; 
but  if  you  have  any  particular  refent- 
ment,  I  will  indulge  it  fo  far,  as  that 
fhe  fhall  hereafter  have  nothing  to  do 
where  you  are.1—'  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you 
are  fo  kind,  that  I  ought  to  forgive 
every  body ;  and  when  I  fee  that  my 
happinefs  is  brought  about  by  the  very 
means  that  I  thought  then  my  greateft 
grievance,  I  ought  to  blefs  thofe  means, 
and  forgive  all  that  was  cliiagreeable 
to  me  at  the  fame  time,  for  the  great 
good  that  hath  iflued  from  it." — 'That,' 
aid  he,  and  kifled  me,  '  is  fweetly  con- 
iidered  I  and   it  mall  be  my  part  to 
make  you  amends  for  what  you  have 
fuffered,  that  you  may  ftill  think  lighter 
of  the  one,  and  have  caule  to  rejoice  in 
the  other.' 
My  dear  father's  heart  was  full  ;  and 
he  faid,  with  his  hands  folded,  and  lifted 
•up — '  Pray,  Sir,  let  me  go — let  me  go — 
to  my  dear  wife,  and  tell  her  all  thefe 
blefled  things,  while  my  heart  holds; 
for  it  is  ready  to  burft  with  joy.' — 
Good  man !'  faid  my  mafter  ;  '  I  love 
to  hear  this  honeft   heart  of   yours, 
fpeaking  at  your  lips. — I  enjoin  you, 
Pamela,  to  continue  your  relation,  as 
you  have    opportunity ;  and   though 
your  father  be  here,   write  to   your 
mother,  that  this  wondrous  ftory  be 
perfect,  and  we,  yoxir  friends,   may 
read  and  admire  you  more  and  more.' 
— -'  Ay,  pray,  pray  do,  my  child,'  faid 
my  father.     And  this  is  the  reafon  that 
I  write  on,  my  dear  mother,  when  I 
thought  not  to  do  it,  becaufe  my  father 
could  tell  you  all  that  patted  while  he  was 
here. 

My  mafter  took  notice  of  my  pfalm, 
and  was  pleafed  to  commend  it ;  and 
faid,  that  I  had  very  charitably  turned 
the  laft  verfes,  which  in  the  original, 
were  full  of  heavy  curfes,  to  a  wifh  that 
ihewedl  w^as  not  of  an  implacable  difpo- 
fition ;  though  my  then  ufage  might  have 
cxcufed  it,  if  I  had.  '  But,'  faid  he, 
c  I  think  you  mall  fing  it  to  me  to- 

*  morrow. 

'  After  we  have  breakfafted,"1  added 
he,  *  if  you  have  no  objection,  Pamela, 

*  we'll  take  an  airing  together ;  and  it 

*  fhall  be  in  the  ,  coach,  becaufe  we'll 
'  have  your  father's  company. 'He  won  Id 
have  excufed  himfelf  j  but  my  mafter 


would  have  it  fo  :  but  he  was  much  a- 
fhamed,  becaufe  of  the  meannefs  of  his 
appearance. 

My  mafter  would  make  us  both  break - 
faft  with  him  on  chocolate  ;  and  he  faid 
— '  I  would  have  you,  Pamela,  begin  to 
drefs  as  you  ufed  to  do  ;  for  now,  at 
leaft,  you  may  call  your  two  other 
bundles  your  own ;  and  if  you  want 
any  thing  againft  the  approaching  oc- 
cafion,  private  as  I  defign  it,  I 'if  fend 
to  Lincoln  for  it,  by  a  fpecial  meflen- 
ger.'  I  faid,  my  good  lady's  bounty, 
and  his  own,  had  let  me  much  above 
my  degree,  and  I  had  very  good  things 
of  all  forts  j  and  I  did  not  defire  any 
other,  becaufe  I  would  not  excite  the 
cenfure  of  the  ladies.  That  would  be  a 
different  thing,  he  was  pleaied  to  fay, 
when  he  publickly  owned  his  nuptials,/ 
after  we  came  to  the  other  houfe.  But, 
at  prefent,  if  I  was  fatisried,  he  would 
not  make  words  with  me. 

'  I  hope,  Mr.  Andrews,'  faid  he  to 
my, father,  *  you'll  not  leave  vis  till  you 
'  fee  the  affair  over,  and  then  you'll  be 
'  Jure  I  mean  honourably  ;  and  betides, 
'  Pamela  will  be  induced  to  fet  the  day 
'  fooner.'— «  O  Sir,'  faid  he,  « I  blefs 
'  God,  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  your 

*  meaning    honourably  j   and    I    hope 
'  you'll  excufe  me,  if  I  let  out  on  Mon- 

*  day  morning,  very  early,  to  my  dear 
'  wife,  and  make  her  as   happy  as  I 
«  am.' 

'  Why,  Pamela,'  fays  my  good  mafter, 

*  may  it  not  be  performed  on  Tuefday  ? 

*  And  then  your  father,  may-be,  will 
/  ftay. — I  fhould  have   been    glad    to 

'  have  had  it  to-morrow,'  added   he  5 

*  but  I  have  fent  Monfieur  Colbrand  for 

*  a  licence,  that  you  may  have  no  fcru- 
'  pie  unanfwered  j    and  he   can't  very 

*  well  be  back  before  to-morrow  night, 
f  or  Monday  morning.' 

This  was  moft  agreeable  news.  I 
faid-—'  Sir,  I  know  my  dear  father  will 
f  want  to  be  at  home  :  and  as  you  was 
e  fo  good  to  give  me  a  fortnight  from 
«  laft  Thurfday,  I  mould  be  glad  you 

*  would  be  pleafed  to  indulge  me  ftill  to 
'  fome  day  in  the  fecond  feven.' 

'  Well,'  faid  he,  «  I  will  not  be  too 
(  urgent ;  but  the  fooner  you  fix,  the  bet- 
'  ter. — Mr.  Andrews,  we  muft  leave 
'  fomethingtothefejephthah's daughters, 
4  in  thefe  cafes,'  he  was  pleafed  to  fay : 
'  I  fuppofe,  the  little  bafhful  folly, which, 
'  in  the  happieft  circumftances,  may  give 
'  a  kind  of  regret  to  quit  the  maiden 

«  ftate, 
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{late,  and  an  aukwarclnefs  at  the  en- 
trance into  a  new  one,  is  a  reafon  with 
Pamela;  and  Ib  me  (hall  name  her 
day.' — *  Sir,'  laid  he,*  you  are  allgood- 
nei's.' 

I  went  up  foon  after,  and  new  dreffed 
myfelf,  taking  poffetlion,  in  a  happy  mo- 
ment, I  hope,  of"  my  t<wo  bundles^  as  my 
mailer  was  pleafed  to  call  them  (alluding 
to  my  former  divifion  of  thofe  good 
things  my  lady  and  himfelf  beflowed 
upon  me;)  and  fo  put  on  fine  linen,  filk 
(hoes,  and  fine  white  cotton  (lockings,  a 
fine  quilted  coat,  a  delicate  green  Mantua 
fillc  gown  and  coat,  a  French  necklace, 
and  a  laced  cambrick  handkerchief,  and 
clean  gloves;  and,  taking  my  fan  in  my 
hand;  I,  like  a  little  proud  huffy,  looked 
intheglafs,  and  thought  mylelf  a  gentle- 
woman once  more;  but  I  forgot  not  to 
return  due  thanks,  for  being  able  to  put 
on  this  drefs  with  fo  much  comfort. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  would  help  to  drefs  me, 
and  complimented  me  highly,  faying, 
among  other  things,  that  now  I  looked 
like  her  lady  indeed :  and  as,  me  laid,  the 
little  chapel  was  ready,  and  divine  fervice 
would  be  read  in  it  to-morrow,  fhe  wifhed 
the  happy  knot  might  then  be  tied.  Said 
fhe — '  Have  you  not  feen  the  chapel, 

*  Madam,  fmce  it  has  been  cleaned  out?' 
— '  No/  laid  I,  '  but  are  we  to  have 
'  fervice  in  it  to-morrow,  do  you  fay  ?•— 
'  I  am  glad  of  that ;  for  I  have  been  a 
'  fad  Heathen  lately,  fore  againil  my  will! 

*  — But  who  is  to  officiate  ?' — '   Some- 

*  body,'  replied  (lie,  *   Mr.  Peters  will 
'  fend.' — '  You  tell  me  very  good  news,1 
faid  I,  *  Mrs.  Jewkes,  I  hope  it  will  never 
(  be  a  lumber-room  again.' — *  Ay,'  faid 
fhe,  *  I  can  tell  you  more  good  news ;  for 

*  the  two  Mifs  Darnfords,  and  Lady 
'  Jones,  are  to  be  here  at  the  opening  of 

*  it;  and  will  flay  and  dine  with  you.' — 
'  My  mailer,1  faid  I,  «  has  not  tolci  me 
'  that.' — «   You  mufl  alter  your  ftile, 

*  Madam,'  faid  me:  '  it  mufl  not  be  ma- 
6  fter  now,  fare!' — «  O,'  returned  I, '  that 
'  is  a  language  I  mall  never  forget :  he 
'  mall  always  be  my  mailer;  and  I  mail 
'  think  myfelf  more  and  more  his  fer- 
'  vant.' 

My  poor  father  did  not  know  I  went 
up  to  drefs  myfelf;  and  he  faid  his  heart 
mifgave  hjm,  when  he  faw  me  firfl,  for 
fear  I  was  made  a  fool  of,  and  that  here 
was  fome  fine  lady  that  was  to  be  my 
mailer's  true  wife. "  And  he  flood  in  ad- 
miration, and  faid — *  O  my  dear  child, 
'  how  well  will  you  become  your  happy 


*  condition !  Why  you  look  like  a  lady 
'  already!1 — (  I  hope,  my  dear  father,* 
faid  I,  and  boldly  kilfed  him,  <  I  mail 

*  always  be  your  dutiful  daughter,  vvhat- 

*  ever  my  condition  be.' 

My  mailer  fent  me  word  he  was 
ready;  and  when  he.  faw  me,  faid— 

*  Drefs  as  you  will,   Pamela,  you're  a 
'  charming  girl;'  and  fo  handed  me  to 
the  coach,  and  would  make  my  father 
and  me  fit  both  on  the  fore- fide,  and  fat 
backwards  over-againfl  me;  and  bid  the 
coachman  drive;  to  the  meadow;  that  is, 
where  he  once  met  Mr.  Williams. 

The  converfation  was  mod  agreeable 
to  me,  and  to  my  dear  father,  as  we 
went ;  and  he  more  and  more  exceeded 
in  goodnefs  and  generofity;  and,  while  I 
was  gone  up  to  drefs,  he  had  prefented 
my  father  with  twenty  guineas;  deiiring 
him  to  buy  himfelf  and  my  mother  fiich 
apparel  as  they  mould  think  proper;  and 
lay  it  all  out :  but  I  knew  not  this  till 
after  we  came  home  j  my  father  having 
had  no  opportunity  to  tell  me  of  it. 

He  was  pleafed  to  inform  me  of  the 
chapel  being  got  in  tolerable  order;  and 
faid,  it  looked  very  well;  ,and  againft 
he  came  down  next,  it  mould  be  all  new 
white-warned,  and  painted  and  lined; 
and  a  new  pulpit-cloth,  cufhion,  deik, 
&c.  and  that  it  iliould  always  be  kept  in 
order  for  the  future.  He  told  me  the 
two  Mifs  Darnfords,  and  Lady  Jones, 
would  dine  with  him  on  Sunday:  *  And 
f  with  their  fervants  and  mine,'  faid  he, 

*  we  fliall  make  a  tolerable  congregation. 
'  And,'  added  he,  *  have  I  not  well  con- 

*  trived  to  (hew  you  that  the  chapel  is 

*  really  a  little  houfe  of  God,  and  has 

*  been  confecrated,  before  we  folemnize 

*  our  nuptials  in  it  ?' — '  O,  Sir,'  replied 
I,  *  your  goodnefs  to  me  is  inexpreflible!' 
— *  Mr.  Peters, 'laid  he,  f  offered  to  come 
'  and  officiate  in  it;  but  would  not  flay 
'  to  c'tine  with  me,  becaufe  he  has  com- 

*  pany  at  his  own  houfe;  and  fo  I  intend 

*  that  divine  fervice  fhall  be  performed  in 

*  it,  by  one  to  whom  I  mail  make  fome 
'  yearly  allowance,as  a  fort  of  chaplain.* 
— *  You   look  ferious,   Pamela,'  add- 
ed he  :    '  I   know  you   think  of  your 
«  friend  Williams.'—4  Indeed,  Sir,'  faid 
I,  *  if  you  won't  be  angry,  I  did,  poor 
'  man !  I  am  ferry  I  have  been  the  caufo 
'  of  his  difobliging  you.7 

When  we  came  to  the'  meadow,  where 
the  gentry  have  their  walk  fome- 
times,  the  coach  ftopt,  and  my  mafter  al- 
lighted,  and  led  me  to  the  brook-fide; 

and 
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and  it  is  a  very  pretty  fummer  walk.  He 
aiked  my  father,  if  he*choie  to  walk  out, 
or  go  on  in  the  coach  till  the  further  end? 
He,  poor  man,  chofe  to  go  on  in  the 
coach,  for  fear  he  (aid,  any  gentry  mould 
be  walking  there;  and  he  told  me,  he 
was  moft  of  the  way  upon  his  knees  in 
the  coach,  thanking  God  for  his  gracious 
mercies  and  goodneis ;  and  begging  a 
fclefiing  upon  my  good  mafter  and  me. 
I  was  quite  aftonifhed,  when  we  came 
into  the  fhady  walk  to  fee  Mr.  "Williams 
there.  '  See  there,1  faid  my  mafter, 

*  there's  poor  Williams,  taking  his  fo- 
4  litary  walk  again,  with  his  book.'  And 
it  ieerns,  it  was  fo  contrived  j    for  Mr. 
Peters  had  been,    as    I   fmce  find,  de- 
iired  to  tell  him  to  be  in  that  walk  at  fuch 
an  hour  in  the  morning. 

e  So,  old  acquaintance,''  faid  my  ma- 
fter, '  again  have  I  met  you  in  this 
'  place  ?  What  book  are  you  now  read- 

*  ing  ?'  He  faid,  it  was  Boileau's  Lutrin. 
Said  my  mafter — '  You  fee  I  have  brought 

*  with  me  my  little  fugitive,  that  would 

*  have  been :  while   you  are  perfecting 

*  yourfelf  in  French,  I  am  trying  to 
c  learn  Englim;  and  hope  foon  to  be  ma- 

*  iter  of  it/ 

'  Mine,  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  is  a  very  beau- 
'  tiful  piece  of  French;  but  your  Englifh 

*  has  no  equal.' 

*  You  are  very  polite,  Mr.  Williams/ 
{aid  my  mailer:   *  and  he  that  does  not 

*  think  as  you  do,  deieives  no  mare  in 

*  her. — Why,  Pamela,'  added  he,  very 
getterouily,  '  why  ib  ftrange,  where  you 

*  have  once  been  fo  familiar  ?  I  do  allure 
'  you  both,  that  I  mean  not  by  this  in- 
e  terview  to  infult  Mr,  Williams,   or 
«  confound  you.'     Then  I  faid — «  Mr. 
«  Williams,  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you 

*  *  well ;  and  though  the  generous  favour 
f  of  my  good  mafter  has  happily  changed 

*  the  fcene,  lince  you  and  I  laft  faw  one 

*  another,  I  am  nevei thelefs  very  glad  of 

*  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  with 

*  gratitude,  ycur  good  intentions,  not  fo 

*  much  to  ierve  me,  as  me,  but  as  a  per- 
e  foil  that  then  had  great  reafon  to  be- 

*  lieve  herfelf  indiitrefs. — And,  I  hope, 

*  Sir,1   added  I,  to  my  mafter,   '  your 
c  goodnefs  will  permit  me  to  fay  this." 

*  You,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  *  may  make 

*  what  acknowledgments  you  pleafe  to 

*  Mr.  Williams's  good  intentions;  and 

*  I  would  have  you  fpeak  as  you  think : 
'  but  I  do  not  apprehend  myfelf  to  be 

•*  quite  fo  much  obliged  to  thofe  inten- 

*  tions.' 


'  Sir,'  faid  Mr. Williams, '  I  beg  leave 
, '  to  fay,  I  knew  well,  that,  by  education, 
'  you  was  no  libertine;  nor  had  I  reafon 

*  to  think  you  fo  by  inclination;   and 
'  when  you  came  to  reflect,  I  hoped  you 
6  wo\$d  not  be  difpleafed  with  me.    And 
e  thisnvas  no  fm all  motive  with  me  to  do 

*  at  ririi  as  i  did,' 

'Ay, but,  Mr.  Williams,' faid  my  ma-, 
fter,  '  could  you  think,  I  mould  have  had 
'  reafon  to  thankyou,  if,  loving  one  per- 
'  fon  above  all  her  lex,  you  had  robbed 
'  me  of  her,  and  married  her  yourfelf  ? 
'  — And  then,1  faid  he,  *  you  are  to 

*  conlider,  that  me  was  an  old  acquaint- 
'  ance  of  mine,  and  a  quite  new  one  to 

*  you ;  that  I  had  lent  her  down  to  my 

*  own  houfe,   for  better  fecuving  her; 

*  and  that  you,  who  had  accefs  to  my 
'  houfe,  could  not  effe£t  your  purpofe, 
'  without  being  guilty,  in  fome  fort,  of 
'  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  hoipitality  and 
'  friendl'hip.     As  to  my  deligns  upon 
'  her,  I  own  they  had  not  the  beft  ap- 
'  pearance;  but  (till  I  was  not  anfwera- 
'  bleto  Mr.  Williams  for  thofe ;  much 
'  lefs  could  you  be  excufed  to  invade  a 
'  property  fo  very  dear  to  me,  and  to 
1  endeavour  to  gain  an  intereftin  her  af- 
'  fections,  when  you  could  not  be  cer- 
'  tain  that  matters  would  not  turn  out 

*  as  they  have  actually  done.' 

'  I  own,1  faid  he,  '  that  fome  parts  of 
'  my  conduct  feem  exceptionable,  as 

*  you  ftate  it.     But,  Sir,  I  am  but  a 
t  young  man.     I  meant  no  harm.     I 

*  had  no  intereft,  I  am  fure,  to  incur 
'  your  difpleafure;and  when  you  think 
'  of  every  -  thing,  and   the   inimitable 
'  graces  of  perfon,  and  perfections  of 

*  mind,  that  adorn  this  excellent  lady, 
'  (fo  be  called  me)  you  will,  perhaps, 
'  find  your  generofity  allow  fomething 
'  as  an  extenuation  of  a  fault  which 
'  your  anger  would  not  permit  as  an 
1  excufe.' 

'  I  have  done,'  faid  my  mafter;  (  nor 

*  did  I  meet  you  here  to  be  angry  with 
'  you.  Pamela  kn*w  not  that  (he  mould 
'  fee  you;  and  now  you  are  both  prefent, 
'  I  would  afk  you,  Mr.  Williams,  if, 

*  now  you  know  my  honourable  defigns 
«  towards  this  good  girl,  ycHi  can  really 
'   be  almojl^  I  will  not  fay  quite,  as  well 
«  pleafed  with  the  friendfhip  of  my  wife, 

*  as  you  could  be  with  the  favour  of  Mrs. 

*  Andrews?1 

'  Sir,1  faid'he, «  I  will  anfweryou  tru- 

'  ly.     I  think  I  could  have  preferred 

«  with  her,  any  condition  that  could  have 

« befallen 


befallen  me,  had  I  corifidersd  only 
my f elf.  But,  Sir,  I  was  very  far  from 
having  any  encouragement  to  expect 
\\ti-fa--vour ;  and  I  had  much  more  rea- 
ibn  to  believe,  that,  if  fhe  could  have 
hoped  for  your  goodrteis,  ha*  heart 
would  have  been  too  much  pre-en- 
gaged to  think,  of  any-body  elfe.  And 
give  me  leave  further  to  lay,  Sir,  that 
though  I  tell  you  iincerely  my  thoughts, 
were  I  only  to  coniider  tnyfelf'^  yet 
when  I  coniider  her  good,  and  her  me- 
rit,.r  mould  be  highly  ungenerous, 
were  it  put  to  my  choice,  if  I  could  not 
wifh  her  in  a  condition  fo  much  fupe- 
rior  to  what  I  could  raife  her  to,  and  fo 
very  anfwerable  to  her  merit.' 
4  Pamela,',  faid  my  mailer,  *  you  are 
obliged  to  Mr.  Williams,  and  ought 
to  thank  him:  he  has  diftinguifhed 
well.  But,  as  for  me,  who  had  like  to 
have  loft  you  by  his  means,  I  am  glad 
the  matter  was  not  left  to  his  choice.— 
Mr.  Williams/  added  he,*  I  give  you 
Pamela's  hand,  becaufe  I  know  it  will 
be  pleaiing  to  her,  in  token  of  her 
fnendmip  and  efteem  for  you ;  and  I 
,give  you  mine,  that  I  will  not  be  your 
enemy:  but  yet  I  muft  fay,  that  I 
think  I  owe  this  proper  manner  of 
your  thinking  more  to  your  difappoint- 
ment,thanto  the  generoiity  you  talk  of.' 
Mr.  Williams  killed  my  hand,  as  my 
mailer  gave  it  him  ;  and  my  mailer  faid 
— *  Sir,  you  will  go  home  and  dine  with 
'  me,  and  I'll  (hew  you  my  little  cha-' 

*  pel; — -and  do  you,  Pamela,  look  upon 
'  yourfelPat  liberty  to  number  Mr.  Wil- 
4  liams  in  the  lift  of  your  friends.' 

How  generous,  how  noble,  was  this ! 
Mr.  Williams,  (and  fo  had  I)  had  tears 
of  pleafurs  in  his  eyes.  I  was  iilcnt : 
but  Mr.  Williams  faid— <  Sir,  I  (hall 

*  be  taught  by  your  generofity,  to  think 

*  myfelf  inexcufably  wrong,    in   every 
'  ftep  I  took,  that  could  give  you  of- 
4  fence  ;    and  my  future  life  mall  (hew 

*  my  refpeclful  gratitude.' 

We  walked  on  till  we  cams  to  the 
coach,  where  was  my  dear  father.  '  Pa- 

*  rnela,'    faid    my   mailer,    «  tell  Mr. 

*  Williams  who  that  good   man  is. 
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Mr.  Williams  faid,  taking  my  fa- 
ther's hand — '  You  fee,  good  Mr.  An- 

*  drews,   with  inexprefiible  plcafure,  no 

*  doubt,  the  fruits  of  your  pious  care  5" 
1  and  now  are  in  a  way*  with  your  be- 

'  loved  daughter,  to  reap  the  happy  ef- 

*  feels  of  it.' — '  I  am  overcome,'  laid 
my  dear  father,     *  with  his    honour's 
4  goodnefs  :  but  lean  only  fay,  I  blefs 
4  Gody  and  blefs  kirn: 

Mr.  Williams  and  I  being  nearer 
the  coach  than  my  mailer,  and  he  offer- 
ing to  draw  back,;,to  give  wayto  him,  he 
kindly  faid — '  Pray,  Mr.  Williams,  ob- 
'  lige Pamela  with  your  hand?  and  ftep> 
'  in  youiiHf.'  He  bowed,  and  took  my 
hand  ;  and  my  mafter  made  him  ftep  in> 
and  fit  next  me,  all  that  ever  he  could 
do;  and  fat  hirhfelf  over-againft  him, 
next  my  father,  who  fat  againil  me. 

And  he  faid — '  Mr.  Andrews,  I  told 
£  you  yefteiday,  that  the  divine  you  law 
t  was  not  Mr.  Williams ;  I  now  tell 
f  you,  this  gentleman  is  :  and  though  t 
'  have  been  telling  him,  I  think  not  my- 
f  felf  obliged  to  his  intentions ;  yet  I 
'  will  own,  that.  Pamela  and  you  are; 
'  and  though  I  won't  promife  to  love 
c  himj  I  would  have  you.' 

*  Sir,'  faid  Mr.  Williams, '  you  have 

*  a  way  of  overcoming,  that  hardly  all 
'  my  reading  affords  an  inilance  of;   and 
'  it  is  the  more  noble,    as    it  is  on  this 
'  fide,  as  Iprefume;  the  happy  ceremo^ 
'  n\ ;  whicn,  great  as  your  fortune  is^ 
c  will  lay  you  under  an  obligation  to  fo 
'  much  Virtue  arid  beauty,  when  the  la- 
'  dy  becomes  yours  ;    for  you  will  then 

*  have  a  treafure  that  princes'  might  envy 
'  you.' 

Said  my  generous  mafter,  (Godblefs 
him!)  (  Mr.  Williams,  it  is  impoflible 

*  that  you  and  I  fliould  long  live  at  v?;- 

*  nance,   when  our  fentimeuts  agree  ib» 
1  well  together,    on  lubjeiSls  the  molt 
e  material.' 

I  was  quite  confounded;  and  my  ma- 
fter feeing  it,  took  my  hand,  and  faid-— « 
4  Look  up,  my  good  girl ;  and  collecT: 
'  yourfclf. — Don't  injure  Mr.  Williams 
c  and  me  fo  much,  at  to  think  we  are 


O  Mr.  Williams  I'  laid  I,  £  it  is  my 
dear  father;  arid  my  mafter  was  pleaf- 
cd  to  fay,  one  of  the  honefteft  men  in 
England:  Pamela  owes  every  thing 
that  ihe  is  to  be,  as  well  as  her  being^ 
to  him  :  for,  I  think,  flic  would  not 
have  brought  nie  to  this,  nor  made  fo 
refi fiance,  but  for  the  good  lef- 
ions  and  religious  education,  fhe  had 
imbibed  from  him.' 


—     *  capping  compliments,  as   we  tiled  tc* 


(  do  verfesatfchool.  I  dare  anlwer  for 
(,  us  both,  that  we  lay  not  a  iyllable  we 
'  don't  think.' 

*  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  f  how  unequal  am  t 
*  to  all  this  goodnefs  t  Every   moment 
'  that  pailes,  adds  to  the  weight  of  the 
(  obligations  you  opprefs  me  with.' 

*  Think  not  too  much  of  that,'  faid 
he,  moft  generonfly.     'Mr.  Williams'* 

vou  have  great  advan- 
A  a  *   tasi 
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<  tage  ofmine :  for,  though  equally  fin- 

«  cere,  I  have  a  great  deal  to  fay,  and  to 

do,  to  compensate  the  {offerings  I  have 

*-  made  you  undergo  ;  and  at  laft,  muft 

*  fit  down  diitatisHed,  becaufe  thoi<j  will 

*  never  be  balanced  by  all  I  can  do  for 
'  you.' 

He  faw  my  dear  father  quite  unable 
to  i'upport  thcfe  affecting  initaaces  of  his 
goodnefs;  and  he  let  go  my  hand,  and 
took  his ;  and  fakl,  feeing  his  tears — 
'  I  wonder  not,  my,  dear  Pamela's  fa- 

*  ther,    that  your  honeit  heart   Iprings 

*  thus  to  your  eyes,  to  fee  all  her  trials 
'  at  an  end.     I  will  not  pretend  to  lay, 
c  tuP.t  I  had  formerly   either  power  or 

*  win  to  act  thus  :  bvit  fr.-icc  I  began  to 

*  refolve  on  the  change  you  fee,    I  have 
'  reaped  fo  much  pleaiure  in  it,  that  irry 
'  ownintet'eft  will  keep  me  fteruly  :   for, 
'  till  within  tliefe  few  days,  I  knew  not 

*  what  it  was  to  be  happy.' 

Poor  Mr  .Williams,  with  tears  of  joy 
in  his  eyes,  faid — <  How  happily,  Sir, 

*  have  you  been  touched  by  the  Divine 
'  grace,   before  you  have  been  hurried 
'  into  the  commiifion  of  fins,  that  the 
'  deepeii  penitence    could  hardly   have 

*  atoned  for!— God  has  enabled  you  to 

*  ftop  fhort  of  the  evil*  and  you  have 

*  nothing  to   do,    bat  to  rejoice  in  the 

*  good,  which  now  will   be  doubly  fo, 

*  becnufe  you  can  receive  it  without  the 
'  kaiT  inward  reproach.' 

*  You  do  v/cll,'  faid  he,  l  to  remind 
'  me,  that  I  owe  ali  this  to  the  grace  of 
'  God.  1  blefs  him  for  it;  and  I  thank 
'  this  good  man  for  his  excellent  leifons 

*  to  his  daughter  ;    I  thank  her  for  fol- 

c  lowing  them  :  and  I  hope,  from  her" 

*  good  example,    ar.cl  your  iriendfliipy 

*  Mr.  Williams,  in  time,   to  be  half  as 

*  good  as  my  tutorcfs  :  and   that,'  faid 
he,  *  I  believe  you'll   ovrn,  will  make 

*  me,     without   difparagement  to  any 

*  man,  the  bed  fox-hunter  in  England.' 
Mr.  Williams  was  going  to  Ipeak  :  and 
be  faid — '  You  put  wn  fo  grave  a  look, 

*  Mr.  Williams,    that,  I  believe,  what 
e  I  have  faid,  with  you  practical  good 

*  folks,  is  liable  to  exception  :.  but  I  fee 
'  we  are  become  quite  grave;   and  v?e 

*  muft  not  be  too  ferious- neither.' 

What  a  Uappy •creature,  my  dear  mo- 
ther, is  your  Pamela  ! — O  may  my  thank- 
ful heart,  and  the  good  ufe  I  may  be  en- 
abled to  make  of  the  bleffmgs  before 
me,  be  a  means  fo  continue  this  delight- 
ful profpe6t  to  a  long  date,  for  the  fake 
•f  the  dear  good  gentleman,  who  thus 


becomes  the  happy  inflrunrent,  in  fhr 
hand  of  Providence,  to  bids  all  he  iinile* 
upon !  To  be  fure,  I  fliall  never  enough 
acknowledge  the  value  he  is  pleafed  to 
exorefs  for  my  unworthinefs,  in  that  he 
has  prevented  my  wifhes,  and,  unafked'., 
fought  the  occaiion  of  being  reconciled 
to  a  good  man,  who,  for  my  fake,  haJ 
incurred  hisdilpleafure;  and  whole  namft. 
he  could  not,  a  few  days  before,  permit" 
to  pafs  through  my  lips !  But  ie*  the  won- 
der ful  ways  of  Providence!  The  very 
things  that  1  molt  dreaded  his  feeing  or 
knowing,  the  contents  of  my  papers, 
have,  as  I  hope,  fatisfied  alrhisfcruples, 
and  been  a  means  to  promote  my  happi- 
nefs. 

Henceforth  letnotus  poormort-fight- 
ed  mortals  pretend  to  rely  on  our  owa 
wiidom;  or  vainly  think,  that  vte  are 
abfolutely  to  direcl  forourfclves.  I  have 
abundant  reafou,  I  am  fure,  to  lay,  thaty 
when  I  was  moft  difappointed,  I  was 
nearer  my  happinefs  :-  for  had  I  made 
myefcape,  which  wasfo  often  my  chic  '•' 
point  in  view,  and  what  I  had  placed  niy 
heart  upon,  I  had  efcaped  the  bkfiir.p, 
now  before  me,  and  fallen,  perhaps- 
headlong,  into  the  miferies  I  would  have- 
avoided.  And  yet>  after  all,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  I  ftiould  take  the  fteps  I  did,  to 
bring  on  this  wonderful  turn  :  O  the 
nnfearchabk  wifdom  of  God  !— And 
how  much  ought  I  to  adore  the  Divine 
goodnefs,  and  humble  myfelf,  who  r.rn 
made  a  poor  inftrument,  as  I  hope,  not 
only  to  magnify  his  gracioufnefs  to  thi? 
fine  gentleman  and  myfelf,  bnt  alfo  to 
dif]>enfe  benefits  to  others  !  Which  God 
of  his  mercy  grant ! 

In  the  agreeable  manner  I  have  men- 
tioned, did  we  pafs  the  time  in  our  fe- 
cond  happy  tour  j  and  I  thought  Mvs, 
Jewkes  would  have  funk  into  the  ground,, 
when  me  faw  Mr.  Williams  brought  in 
the  coach  with  us,  and  treated  fokin-Ji)  , 
We  dined  together  in  a  moil  p!er,fantT 
eafy,  and  frank  manner  ;  and  I  found 
I  needed  not,  from  my  matter's  gene  TO  - 
fity,  to  be  under  any  reftraint,  as  to  my 
cont'.-j'Sl  to  this  good  clergyman  :  for  he,- 
fo  often  as  he  fancied  I  was  referved, 
moved  me  to  be  free  with  him,  and  to 
him  ;  and  feveral  times  -nlled  upon  me 
to  help  my  father  and  Mr.  Williams; 
and  feemed  to  take  great  delight  in  fee- 
ing me  carve,  as,  indeed,  he  does  in 
every-thing  I  do. 

After  dinner  we  went  and  looked  ir.t* 

to 
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the  chr-pel,  which  is  a  very  pretty  one, 
and  very  decent ;  and,  when  finished, 
as  he  deilgns  it  againil  his  next  coming 
down,  wiii  be  a  very  rretty  place. 

My  heart,  my  dear  mother,  when  I 
firit  let  my  foot  in  it,  throb W  a  good 
deal,  with  awful  joy,  at  the  thoughts  of 
theibleranity,  which,  I  hope,  will,  in 
a  few  days,  be  performed  here.  And 
when  I  came  up  towards  the  little  pretty 
altar-piece,  while  they  were  looking  at  a 
communion-picture,  and  faying  it  was 
prettily  done,  I  gently  itept  into  a  cor- 
ner, o  :t  ot  fight,  and  poured  out  my 
foul  to  God  on  my  knees,  in  fupphca- 
tion  and  thankfulnefs,  that,  after  having 
been  fo  long  abfent  from  divine  fervice, 
the  h'ril  time  that  I  entered  into  a  honfe 
dedicated  to  his  honour,  mould  be  wiih 
fuel)  bieiud  profpects  before  me  ;  and 
begging  of  God  to  continue  me  humble, 
ami  to  make  me  not  unworthy  of  his 
mercies  ;  and  thai  he  wov.ld  be  pleafed  ro 
bids  die  next  author  of  my  happinefs, 
my  good  mailer. 

1  heard  my  mailer  fay,'  Where's  Pa- 
t  melaP'And  fo  I  broke  offioonerthanl 
would,  and  went  up  to  him. 

He  laid — *  Mr.  Williams,  I  hope  I 
have  not  fo  offended  you  by  my  con- 
duct paft  (for  really  it  is  what  I  ought 
to  K-  afliamed  of,)  as  that  you  will  re- 
fuie  to  officiate,  and  to  give  us  your 
inih-.'ftions  bore  to-morrow.  Mr. 
Peters  w?.s  fo  kind,  ,  for  the  firil 
time,  to  offer  it;  but  I  knew  it  would 
be  inconvenient  for  him:  and,  beiides, 
I  was  willing  to  make  this  requeit  to 
you  an  introduction  to  our  reconcilia- 
tion.' 

4  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  mod  willingly,  and 
moil  gratefully,  will  I  obey  you  : 
though  if  you  expect  a  difcourfe,  I  am 
wholly  unprepared  for  the  occafion .  *•— 
I  would  not  have  it,'  replied  he, 
pointed  to  any  particular  occafion  ;  but 
if  you  have  one  upon  the  text— ^There 
is  more  joy  in  heaven  o~oer  onejinner 
that  repenteth,  than  oi>er  ninety-nine 
jujl  perfons  that  need  no  repentance  j 
and  if  it  makes  me  not  fuch  a  fad  fel- 
low as  to  be  pointed  at  by  mine  and 
the  ladies  fervants  we  fhalj  have  here, 
I  fliall  be  well  content.  'Tis  a  ge- 
neral fubiecl,'  added  he,  *  makes  me 
fpeak  of  thatj  but  any  one  you  pleafe 
will  do  ;  for  you  cannot  make  a  bad 
choice,  I  am  lure.' 
*  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  I  have  one  upon  that 
tc.xtj  but  I  am  ready  to  tljink  that  a 


*  thankfgiving  one,  which  I  made  on  a 

*  great  mercy  to  ftiyfeif,  if  I  may  be 

*  permitted  to  make   my  own  acknow- 

*  ledgir.eats  of  your  favour  the  fubjecl 

*  of  a  difcourfe,  will  be  fuitable  to  my 
f  grateful  fentirnents.     It  is  on  the  text 

*  —  No-w  letteft  thou  thy  fervant  depart 
1  in  peace;  for  mine  eyes  ha-uefeen  thy 
1  fal-vatjon.'' 

'  Thar  text,'  faid  I,  *  will  be  a  very 

*  fjkable  one  for  me.' — '  Not  fo,  Pa- 

*  mela,'    laid  my  mailer. 5    '  becaufe  I 
'  don't  let  you  depart  in  peace  5  but  I 

*  hope  you  will  Jiay  here  with  content.* 
4  6  but,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  I  have  feea 

*  God"^  fal-vaiion  !     I  am  lure,'    add- 
ed I,  '  if  any  body  ever  had  reafon,  I 
'  have  to  fay,  with1  the  blefTed  Virgin, 

*  My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord;  for  he 
1  hath  regarded  the  low  eftate  of  his 
1  handmaiden — -and  exalted  one  of  low 
1   degree.^ 

Said  my  good  father — c  I  am  fure,  if 

*  there  were   time  for  it,  the  book  of 
{  Ruth  would  afford  a  fine  fubjecl for  the 

*  honour  done  my  dear  child.' 

'  Why,  good  Mr.  Andrews,'  faiJ  my 
mailer,  *  mould  you  lay  fo  ? — I  know 
'  thatilory,  and  Mr.  Williams  will  con- 

*  firm  what  I  lay,  that  my  good  girl  here 

*  will  confer  at  lead  as  much  honour  as 
f  me  will  receive.' 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  are  inexprefilbly 
'  generous;  but  I  fhall  never  think  fo.* 
— "«  Why.  my  Pc-.me.la/ faid  he,  '  that's 
'  another  thing:  it  will  be  beft  for  me  to 
'  think  you  will  \  and  it  will  be  kind  in 

*  you  to  think  you  Jhant\  and  then  we 

*  mall  always  have  an  excellent  rule  to 
'  regulate  our  conducl  by  to  one  ano~ 

*  ther.' 

^Vas  not  this  finely,  nobly,  wifely 
faid,  my  dear  mother? — O  what  a  blefV 
fed  thing  it  is  to  be  matched  to  a  man  of 
fenfe  and  generofity  ! — How  edifying! 
How!—  But  what  fhall  I  fay! — I  am  at 
alofs  for  words. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  when  we  came  out 
of  the  little  chapel,  he  would  go  home, 
and  look  over  his  difcourfes,  for  one  for 
the  next  day.     My  mafter  faid — <  I  have 
one  thing  to  fay,     before  you   go — » 
When  my  jealoufy,  on  account  of  this 
good  girl,  put  me  uoon  fuch  a  vindic- 
tive conducl:  to  you,  you  know  I  took 
a  bond  for  the  money  I  had  caufed  you 
to  be  troubled  for:  I  really  am  afhamed 
of  the  matter ;  becaufe  I  never  intend- 
ed, when  I  prefented  it  to  you,  to  have 
it  again,  you  may  be  fure:  but  I  knew 
A  a  a  <  not 
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'  not  what  might  happen  between  you 

*  and  her,  nor  how  tar  matters  inu-lit 

*  have  gone  between  you;  and  fo  I  was 
'  willing  to  have  that  in  awe  over  you : 
'  and,  I  think,  it   is  no  extraordinary 

*  preient,   therefore,  to  give  you  your 
•*  bond  again  cancelled.'     And  fo   he 
took  it  from   his  pocket,    and  gave   it 
'him.     '  I  think/  added  he,  *  all  the 

*  charges  attending  it,  and  the  trouble 
'  ycu  had,  were  defrayed  by  my  attor- 

*  ney;   I  ordered  that  they  mould.'— 

*  They  were,  Sir,'  faid  he;  *  and  Jen. 

*  thoufand  thanlas  to  you  for  this  good- 

*  ncfs,  and  the  kind  maivner  in  which 

*  you   do  it!' — *  If  you  will  go,  Mr. 

*  Williams,'  laid  he,  '  mall  my  chariot 

*  carry   you  home?" — f  No,  Sir,1    an- 
fwered  he, '  I  thank  you.     My  time  will 

*  be  fu  well  employed  all  the  way,  in 

*  thinking  of  your  favours,  that  I  chufe 

*  to  meditate  upon  them, '  as   I    walk 

*  home.' 

My  dear  father  was  a  little  uneafy 
about  his  habit,  for  appearing  at  chapel 
next  day,  becaufe  of  Mils  Darnfords, 
and  the  iervant>,  for  fedr,  poor  man,  he 
fhould  difgrace  my  mafter;  and  he  told 
rne,  when  he  was  mentioning  this,  of 
jny  mailer's  kind  prefent  of  twenty  gui- 
neas for  cloaths,  for  you  both;  which 
made  my  heart  truly  joyful.  Put  oh! 
Jo  be  lure,  I  can  never  defer ve  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  his  goodnefs  ! — It  is  al- 
moil  a  hard  thintr  to  lie  under  the  weight 
of  fuch  deep  obligations  on  one  fide, 
and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  one's  own  unworthi- 
nefs  on  the  other: — O!  what  a  godlike 
power  is  that  cf  doing  good ! — I  envy 
the  rich 'and  the  great  for  nothing  elfe. 

My  mafter  coming  to  us  juft  then,  I 
faid — '  Oh,  Sir!  will  your  bounty  know 

*  no  limits  ?     My  dear  father  has  told 
f  me  what  you  have  given  him.' — *  A 

*  trifle,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  '  a  little  ear- 
f  nefc  only  of  my   kindncfs. — Say  no 

*  more  of  it.     But  did  I  not  hear  the 
'  good  man  expremY.g  fome  ibrt  of con- 
'  cern  for  fomewhat  ?      Hide  nothing 
'  frcm  me,  Pamela?"—'  Only  Sir,'  laid 
.T,  (  he  knew  not  how  to  abfent  himfelf 

*  from  divine  fervice,  and  yet  is  afraid  of 
'  di'fcracing  you' by  appearing-.' 

«  Fie,  Mr.  Andrews!'  faid  he;  «  I 
f  thought  you  knew  that  the  outward 
«  appearance  was  nothing.  I  wifh  I 
f  had  as  good  a  habit  ineviJArdlyt  as  you 
f  have. — But  I'll  tell  you,  Pamela,  your 


father  is  not  much  thinner  than  I  am, 
nor  much  morter;  he  and  I  will  walk 
up  together  to  my  wardrobejlhough  it 
is  not  fo  well  itored  here,  as  in  Bed- 
fprdmire. 

*  And  lo,'  faid  he,  pkafantly,  <  don't 

you  pretend  to  come  near  us,  till  I  call 

you;  for  you  muft  not  yet  fee  how  men 

drefs.and   undrefs  themfelves.' — '   O 

Sir,'  faid  my  father,  «  I  beg  to  be  ex- 

cufed.     I  am  forry  you  were  told.'— 

So  am  not  I,'  faid  my  matter :  '  pray 

come  along  with  me.' 

He  carried  him  up  flairs,  and  fhewed 

him  feveral  fuits,  and  would  have  had 

him   take  his  choice.     My  poor  father 

was  quite  confounded:    for  my  mailer 

faw  not  any  he  thought  too  good,  and 

my  father  none  that   he  thought  bad 

enough.     And  my  good  mafter,  at  laft 

(he  fixing  his  eye   upon    a  fine  drab, 

which  he  thought  looked  the  plained) 

would  help  him    to   try  the  coat    and 

waiftcpat  on  himfelf ;.  and,  indeed,  one 

would  not  have  thought  it,  becaufe  my 

mafter  is  tajler,  and  rather  plumper,  as 

I  thought;   but,    as  I  faw  afterwards, 

they  fitted   him  very   vvell:  and  bcins; 

plain,  and  lined  with  the  fame  colour, 

and   matle   for    travelling  in  a  coach, 

pleafed  my  popr  father  much.     He  gave 

him  the  whole  lint,  and,  calling  up  Mrs. 

Jewkes,  faicl-r-'  Let  theie  cloaths  be  well 

aired  _  againft   to-morrow    morning. 

Mr.  Andrews  brought  only  with  him 

his  common  apparel,  not  thinking  to 

Ituy  Sunday  with  us.     And  pray  fee 

for  fbme  of  my  ftockings,and  whether 

any  of  my  /hoes  will  fit  him:  and  fee 

alfo  for  fome  of  my  linen;  for  we  have 

put  the  good  man   quite  out  of  his 

courfe,  by  keeping  him  Sunday  over.' 

He  was  .then  pleafed  to  give  him  the  fil- 

ver  buckles  out  of  his  own  fhoes.     So, 

my  good  mother,  you  muft  expect  to  fee 

rny  dear  father  a  great  beau.     '  Wig,* 

faid  my  mafter, '  he  wants  none ;  for  his 

(  own  venerable  white  locks  are  better 

'  than  all  the  perukes  in  England.- 

*  But  I  am  f  ure  I  have  hats  enow  fome- 

*  where.' — '  I'll,  take    care  of  every - 
'  thing,  Sir,'  faid  Mrs.  Jewkes.'     And 
my  poor  father,  when  he  came  to  me, 
could  not  refrain  tears.     '  I  know  not 

*  how,'  faid  he,  l  to  comport  myfelfun- 

*  dcr  thefe  great  favours.     O  my  child  ! 

*  it  is  all  owing  to  the  Divine  goodnefs, 
'  and  your  virtue.' 

SUNDAY* 
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cook:  and  Ineverfaw  divine  ferviceper- 

SUNDAY.  formed  with  more  folemnity,  nor  afiifted 

at  with  greater  devotion  and  decency; 
my  mailer,  Lady  Jones,  and  the  two 
mifles,  letting  a  lovely  example. 

My  good  father  performed  his  part 
with  great  applaufe,  making  the  re- 
fponfe&,  as  if  he  had  been  a  praftifed  pa- 
rifh-clerk ;  and  giving  thexxiiid  pfalm  *, 
which  conMing  of  but  three  ftaves,  we 
had  it  all ;  and  he  read  the  line,  and  be- 
gan the  tune  with  a  heart  fo  entirely  af~ 
fefted  with  the  duty,  that  he  went  through 
it  diitinclly,  calmly,  and  fervently  at  the 
fame  time  ;  fo  that  Lady  Jones  whifper- 
ed  me,  that  good  men  were  fit  for  all 
companies,  and  prefent  to  every  laudable 
occafion  :  and  Mils  Darn  ford  laid— • 
'  God  blefs  the  dear  good  man  !'  You 
muft  think  how  I  rejoiced  in  my  mind. 

I  know,  my  dear  mother,  you  can  fay 
moft  of  the  morteft  pfalms  by  heart ;  fo 
I  neednottranfcribeit,  efpecially  as  your 
chief  treafurc  is  a  Bible  j  and  a  worthy 
treafure  it  is.  I  know  nobody  makes 
more,  or  better  ufe  of  it. 

Mr.  Williams  gave  us  an  excellent 
difcourfe  on  liberality  and  generality,  and 
the  bleflings  attending  the  right  ufe  of 
riches  from  the  xith  chapter  of  Proverbs, 
ver.  24.,  25.  *  There  is  thatfcattereth9 

*  and  yet  increafeth  ;  and  there  is  that 

*  rwtthboldeth  more  than  is  meet  ;  but  it 
'  tendeth  to  poverty.     The  liberal  foul 
'  Jhall  be  made  fat :  and  be  that  wo.* 


THIS  bleffed  day  all  the  family 
leemed  to  take  delight  to  equip 
themfelves  for  the  celebration  of  the  Sab- 
bath, in  the  little  chapel;  and  Lady  Jones 
and  Mr.  Williams  came  in  her  chariot, 
and  the  two  Mils  Darnfords  in  their 
own.  And  we  breakfatted  together, 
in  a  molt  agreeable  manner.  My  dear 
father  appeared  quite  fpruce  and  neat, 
and  was  greatly  carefled  by  the  three  la- 
dies. As  we  were  at  breakfaft,  my  ma- 
fter  told  Mr.  Williams,  we  muft  let  the 
Pfalms  alone,  he  doubted,  for  want  of  a 
clerk;  but  Mr.  Williams  fajd,  No,  no- 
thing mould  be  wanting  that  he  could 
fupply.  My  father  laid,  if  it  might  be 
permitted  him,  he  would,  as  well  as  he 
was  able,  perform  that  office;  for  it  was 
always  what  he  had  taken  delight  in. 
And  as  I  knew  he  had  learnt  pfalmody 
formerly,  in  his  youth,  and  had  con- 
ftantly  praftifcd  it  in  private,  at  home, 
on  Sunday  evenings,  (as  well  as  endea- 
voured to  teach  it  in  the  little  fchool  he 
fo  unfucefsfully  fet  up,  at  the  beginning 
of  his  misfortunes,  before  he  took  to  hard 
labour)  I  was  in  no  pain  for  his  under- 
taking it  in  this  little  congregation. 
They  leemed  much  pleafed  with  this; 
and  Ib  we  went  to  chapel,  and  made  a 
pretty  tolerable  appearance ;  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
and  all  the  fervarits,  attending,  but  the 


*  HT  HE  Lord  is  only  ray  fupport, 

And  he  that  doth  me  feed  : 
How  can  I  then  jack  any  thing, 

Whereof  I  ftand  in  need  ? 
In  palhues  green  he  feedeth  me, 

Where  I  dofafelylie; 
And  after  leads  me  to  the  ftreamS, 
Which  run  moft  pleafantly. 

And  when  I  find  myfelf  near  loft-, 

Then  home  he, doth  me  take; 
Conducting  me  in  his  right  paths, 

Ev'n  for  his  own  name's  fake. 
And  tho'  I  were  e'en  at  death's  door, 

Yet  would  J  fear  no  ill : 
For  both  thy  rod  and  fhepherd's  crook. 

Afford  me  comfort  ftill. 

Thou  haft  my  table  richly  fpread 

In  prefence  of  my  foe: 
Thou  haft  my  head  with  balm  refrefh'dj 

My  cup  doth  overflow. 
And  finallyi  while  breath  doth  laft, 

Thy  grace  fhall  me  defend : 
An;J  in  the  houfe  of  God  will  \ 

My  life  for  eyer  fpend. 


I** 
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*  teretb,  /ball  be  watered  cdfo  bimfelf.'' 
And  he  treated  the  f  ubje£l  in  fo  hand* 
ibme  a  manner,  that  my  matter's  delicacy, 
\vho  at  firft  was  afraid  of  feme  perfonal 
compliments,  was  not  offended.     Mr. 
Williams  judicioufly  keeping  to  gene- 
rals ;  and  it  was  an  elegant  ar.d  fenfible 
difcouyfe,  as  my  matter  laid. 

My  father  was  in  the  clerk's  place, 
5uft  under  the  defk  :  and  Lady  Jones,  by 
her  footman,  whifpered  him  to  favour  us 
with  another  pfalm,  when  the  fermon  was 
ended.  He  thinking,  as  he  faid  after- 
wards, that  the  former  was  rather  of  the 
longell,  chcfe  the  fhortett  in  the  book, 
which,  you  know,  is  the<:xvuth*. 

My  mailer  thanked  Mr.  Williams  for 
his  excellent  difccurfe,  and  fo  did  the  la- 
dies j  as  alfo  dLU,  moil  heartily^  and 
he  was  pbaied  to  take  my  dear  father  by 
the  hand,  as  did  alfo  Mr.  Williams,  and 
thanked  him.  The  ladies  likewife  made 
him  their  compliments  5  and  the  fervants 
all  looked  upon  him  with  countenances 
of  reipeot  and  pleafure. 

At  dinner,  do  what  I  could,  I  was 
forced  to  take  the  upper-end  of  the  table; 
and  my  mailer  fat  at  the  lower- end,  be- 
tween Mr.  Williams  and  my  father. 
And  he  faid — '  Pamela,  you  are  fo  dex- 

*  trous,  that  I  think  you  may  help  the 
'  ladies  yourfelf  \  and   1  will  help  my 

*  two  good  friends.'    I  fhovtld  have  told 
you,  though,  that  I  dreffed  myfelf  in  a 
lowered  fattin,  that  was  my  lady's,  and 
looked  quite  frefh  and  good,  and  which 
was  given  me,  at  firft,  by  my  matter ; 
and  the  ladies  who  had  not  feen  me  out 
ot  my  homefpun  before,  made  me  abund- 
ance of  fine  compliments,    as  foon   as 
they  faw  me  firft. 

Talking  of  the  pfalms  juft  after  din- 
ner, my  matter  was  very  naughty,  if  I 
may  fo  fay  :  for  he  laid  to  my  father- 
Mr.  Andrews,  I  think  in  the  after- 
noon, as  we  mail  have  only  prayers, 
we  may  have  one  longer  pfalm  ;  and 
what  think  you  cf  the  cxxxviith?' — 
O  good  Sir/*  laid  I,  *  ;  ray,  pray,  not 
a  word  more  !' — <  Say  what  you  will, 
Pamela,'  faid  he,  *  you  fhall  ling  it  to 


'  us,  according  to  your  own  verfion,  be- 

*  fore  thefe  good  ladies  go  away.'     My 
father  Trailed,  but  was  half  concerned  for 
me;  and  faid — f  Will  it  bear,  and  pkafe 

*  your  honour  (" — '  O  ay,'  faid  he,  *  ne- 
'  ver  fear  it;  fo  long  as  Mrs.  Jewkes  is 

*  not  in  the  hearing.' 

This  excited  all  the  ladies  curiofity; 
and  Lady  Jones  faid,  fhe  fhould  be  loth 
to  defire  to  hear  any-thing  that  would 
give  me  concern ;  but  Ihould  be  glad  I 
would  s^ive  leave  for  it.  «  Indeed,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  faid  I,  '  I  mutt  beg  you  won't 

*  infill  upon  it.     I  cannot  bear  it.' — 
4  You  mall  fee  it,  indeed,  ladies,'  faid 
my  matter  ;   '  and  pray,  Pamela,  not  al- 

*  ways  as  you  pleafe,  neither.' — *  Then, 
\  pray,  Sir,'  faid  I, '  not  in  my  hearm  r, 

*  I,  hope.' — '   Sure,   Pamela,'  returned 
he,  l  you  would  not  write  what  is  not 
1  fit  to  be  heard"!'—'  But,   Sir,'  faid  I, 

*  there  are  particular  cafes,  times,  and 

*  occafior:!),  that  may  make  a  thing  paf- 

*  fable  at  one  time,  that  would  not  be 
1  tolerable  at  another." — *  O/  faid  he, 
1  let  me  judge  of  that,  as  well, as  you, 
1  Pamela.     Thefe  ladies  know  a  good 
1  part  of  your  Itory  j  and,  let  me  tell  yo\;, 
'  what  they  know  is  more  to  your  credit 
'  than  mine  ;  fo  that  if  1  have  no  averfe*. 
'  nefs  to  reviving  the  occafion,  you  may 
'  very  well  bear  it.'     Said  he — '  I  will 
'  put  you  out  of  your  pain,  Pamela  i  here 
'.  it  is  ;'  and  took  it  out  of  his  pocket. 

I  flood  up,  and  faid— »c  Indeed,  Sir,  I 

*  can't  bear  it!     I  hope  you'll  allow  me 
'  to  leave  the  room  a  minute,  if  you  will 
{  read  it.1 — '  Indeed,  but  I  won't,'  an  - 
twered  he.      Lady  Jones  faid — '  Pray, 
'  good  Sir,  don't  let  us"  hear  it,  if  Mrs, 
'  Andrews  be  fo  unwilling/ — '  Well, 
'  Pamela,'  faid  my  matter, '  I  will  put 
'  it  to  your  choice,  whether  I  fliall  read 

*  it  now,  or  you  will  fing  it  by  and  by.* 
— '  That's  very  hard,  Sir,'  faid  I.     '  It 
(  mutt  be  one,    I  allure  you,'   faid  he. 
(  Why  then,  Sir,'  replied  I,  *  you  mutt 

*  do  as  you  pleafe;  for  I  cannot  fing  it.' 
*  Well,  then,' faid  my  matter,  'I  find 

*  I  mutt  read  it  j  and  yet,'  added  hc^ 


*   /~\  All  ye  nations  of  the  world, 
Praife  ye  the  Lord  always; 
And  all  ye  people  every-where, 
S  t  forth  his  nob.e  praife. 

For -great  his  k'ndnefs  is  to  usj    „ 

His  truth  doth  not  decay: 
^Therefore  praiie  ye  the  Lord  our  Go: 

Vrajie  ye  the  Lard  alway. 
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*  after  all,  I  had  as  well  let  it   alone, 
<  for  it  is  no  great  reputation  to  rnyfelfV 
— •<  O  then,"  (aid  Mifs  Darnford,  '  pray 
«   let  us  hear  it  to  choofe,' 

1  Why  then,1  proceeded  he,  '  the  cafe 
'  was  this :  Pamela,    I  find,  when  fhe 

*  was  in  the  time  of  her  confinement 
«  (that  is/  added  he,  *  when  fhe  was 
c  taken  prifoner,  in  order  to  make  me 

*  one ;  for  that  is  the  upfhot  of  the  mat- 
'  ter,)  in  the  journal  fhe  kept,  which 

*  was  intended  for  nobody's  perufalbut 

*  her  parents ;  tells  them,  that  fhe  was 

*  importuned,    one   Sunday,  by  Mrs. 
'  Jewkes,  to  fing  a  pfalm  ;  but  her  fpi- 
'  rits  not  permitting,  fhe  declined  it:  bnt 
(  after  Mrs.  Jewkes  was  gone  down,  fhe 
'  fays,  fhe  recollected,  that  the  cxxxviith 

*  Pfalm  was  applicable  to  her  own  cafe  ; 
'  Mrs.  Jewkes  having  often,  on  other 

*  days,  in  vain,  befought  her  to  fing  a 
"  fong :  that  thereupon  fhe  turned  it  more 

*  to  her  own  fuppofed  cafe  j  and,  believ-" 

*  ing  Mrs.  Jewkes  had  a  defign  againft 
'  her  honour,  and  looking  upon  her  as 

*  Her  gaoler,  fhe  thus  gives  her  verfion  of 

*  this  pfalm. — But  pray,  Mr.Williams,. 

*  do  you  read  one  verfe  of  the  common 

*  translation,  and  I  will  read  one  of  Pa- 

*  mela's.'  Then  Mr.  Williams,  pulling 
eut  his  little  common  prayer-book,  read 
the  firft  two  ftanzas  : 


I. 

E  N  we  did  fit  In  Babylon, 
*  The  rivers  round  about, 

*  Thsn  in  remembrance  of  Sion, 
'  The  tears  for  grief  bunt  out. 

ii/, 

*  We  hang'd  our  harps  and  inftruments 

*  The  willow  trees  upon  : 

*  For  in  that  place,  men,  for  that  ufe, 

*  Had  planted  many  a  one.' 

My  matter  t!»en  read: 

i. 
*•  \y  HE N  fad  I  fat  in  B- — -n-btll, 

'  All  guarded  round  about, 
'  And  thought  of  ev'ry  abfent  friend, 
'  The  tears  for  grief  burft  out. 
II. 

*  My  joys  and  hopes  all  overthrown, 
'  My  heart-firings  almoft  broke, 

*  Unfit  my  mind  for  melody, 

*  Much  mofe  to  bear  a  joke;1" 

The  ladies  faid,  it  was  very  pretty;  and 
Mifs  Darnfonl,  that  fomebody  eife  had 
tnore  need  to  be  concerned  than  ths 
verfifier. 


*  I  knew/  faid  my  matter,  f  I  fhonld 

*  get  no  credit  by  fhewing  this. — But  let 
f  us  read  on,  Mr.  Williams.'     So  Mr, 
Williams  read: 

in. 
'  Then  they  to  whom,  we  prisoners  were, 

*  Said  to  us  tauntingly — 

«*  Now  let  us  hear  your  Hebrew  fongs, 
"  Aad  pleafant  melody." 

*  Now,  this,1  faid  my  mafter,  *  is  very 

*  near  :'  and  read, 

in. 
'  Then  fhe  to  whom  I  prisoner  was, 

'  Said  to  me  tauntingly — 
t(  Now  chear  your  heart,  and  fing  a  fong» 

'*  And  tune  your  mind  to  joy," 

c  Mighty  fweet,'  faid  Mr.Williams. 
'  But  let  us  fee  how  the  next  verfe  is 

*  turned.     It  is  this: 

IV. 

"  Alas '"  faid  we;  "  who  can  once  frame 

**  His  heavy  heart  to  fing, 
"  The  praifes  of  our  living  God,    • 

«*  Thus  under  a  ftrange  king  ?" 

'  Why/  faid  my  mafter, { it  is  turned 
e  with  beautiful  fimplicity,  thus:' 

IV. 

«  Alas!"  faid  I,  «  how  can  I  frame 

"  My  heavy  heart  to  fing, 
"  Or  tune  my  mind,  while  thus  enthrall'^ 

**  By  fuch  a  wicked  thing!" 

'  Very  pretty/  faid  Mr.  Williams. 
Lady  Jones  faid — f  O  dear  Madam, 
'  could  you  wifh  that  we  fhould  be  de- 

*  prived  of  this  new  inftance  of  your  ge- 

*  nius  and  accomplifhments  ?' 

'  O  !'  faid  my  dear  father,  c  you  will 
'  make  my  good  child  proud.' — <  No/ 
faid  my  mafter  very  generoufly, '  Pamela 
'  can't  be  proud.  Por  no  one  is  proud 
'  to  hear  themfelves  praifed,  but  thofe 

*  who  are  not  ufed  to  it. — But  proceed, 
«  Mr.Williams.'     Keread; 

v. 
«  But  yet,  if  I  Jerufalem 

"   Out  of  my  heart  let  flide; 
lt  Then  let  my  fingers  quite  forget 

"  The  warbling  harp  to  guide." 

Well,  now/  faid  my  mafter,  «  for 

*  Pamela's  verfion  •' 

v. 
"  But  yet,  if  from  my  innocence 

"   I,  ev'n  in  thought,  fhould  flide, 
**    Then  let  my  fingers  quite  forget 

<*  The  fwect  fpinnet  to  ^uide," 
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Mr.  Williams  read : 

VI. 

**  And  let  my  tongue  within  my  mouth, 

"  Be  tied  for  ever  faft, 
tf  If  I  rejoice  before  I  fee 

«    Thy  full  deliv'rance  paft." 

This,  alfo,'  faid  my  mafter, f  is  very 
«ear: 

VI. 
"  And  let  my  tongue,  within  my  mouth 

"  Be  loclc'd  for  ever  faft, 
"  If  I  rejoice,  before  I  fee 

"  My  full  deliv'rance  paft." 

'  Now,  good  Sir,'  faid  I, l  oblige  me; 
'  don't  read  any  further:  pray  don't!'— 

*  O  pray,  Madam,'  laid  Mr.  Williams, 
4  let  me  beg  to  have  the  reft  read;  for  I 
'  long  to  know  whom  you  make  the  fons 

*  of   Edom,   and   how    you   turn   the 
'  Pfklmift's  execrations  againft  the  in- 

*  fulting  Babylonians.1 

«  Well,  Mr,  Williams,'  replied  I,  'you 

<  fhould  not  have  faid  To.' — '  O,'  laid 
«  my  maftei,'    that  is  one  of  the  beft 
t  things  of  all.  Poor  Mrs.  Jewkes  ftands 
€  for  Edom's  fonsj  and  we  mud  not  lofe 
(  this,  beca>'fe  I  think  it  one  of  my  Pa- 
t  mela's  excellencies,  that,  though  thus 

<  opprefled,  me  prays  for  no  harm  upon 

<  the  opprefibr. — Read,  Mr.  Williams, 

<  the  next  ftanza.'     So  he  read: 


'  Therefore,  O  Lord,  remember  now 

'  The  curfed  noife  and  cryr 
«  That  Edom's  fons  againft  us  made,     « 

*  When  they  ras'd  our  city. 

VIII. 

«  Remember,  Lord,  their  cruel  words, 

*  When,  with  a  mighty  found, 

*  They  cried — "  Down,  yea  down  with  it, 
"  Unto  the  very  ground." 

«  Well,'  faid  my  mafter,  *  here  feems, 

*  in  what  I  am  going  to  read,  a  little  bit 
'  of  a  curfe  indeed,  but  I  think  it  makes 
'  no  ill  figure  in  the  companion. 

VII. 

<f  And  thou,  Almighty,  recompenfe 

«  The  cv.h  I  pnudie 
"  From  thofe  who  feek  my  fad  difgrace, 

"  So  caufelefs,  to  procure." 

'  And  now,'  faid  he,  *  for  Edom's 
'  fons :  though  a  little  fevere  in  the  im- 
'  putation. 


VIII. 

'  Ramember,  Lord,  this  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
'  When,  v.  ith  a  mighty  found, 

*  She  cries — "  Down  with  herchaftity, 
4<  Down  to  the  very  ground!" 

f  Sure,  Sir,'  faid  I,  f  this  might  have 
f  been  fpared!'  But  the  ladies  and  Mr. 
Williams  faid — «  No,  by  no  means!' 
And  I  fee  the  poor  wicked  woman  has 
no  favourers  among  them. 

'  Now,'  faid  my  mafter,  *  read  the 
'  Pfalmift's  heavy  curies.'  And  Mr. 
Williams  read : 

IX. 
'  Ev'n  fo  fhalt  thou,  O  Babylon!    . 

*  At  length  to  dull  be  brought: 

*  And  happy  fliall  that  man  be  call'd, 

*  That  our  revenge  hath  wrought. 

X. 
f  Yea,  blefled  fliall  that  man  be  call'd, 

*  That  takes  thy  little  ones, 

'  And  dafheth  them  in  pieces  fmall 
'  Againft  the  very  ftones.' 

'  Thus,'  faid  he,  very  kindly,'  has  my 
'  Pamela  turned  thefe lines: 

IX. 

'  Ev'n  fo  fhalt  thou,  O  wicked  one, 

'  At  length  to  fhame  be  brought ; 

«  And  happy  fhall  all  thofe  be  call'd 

*  That  my  deliverance  wrought. 

X. 

«  Yea,  blefled  fliall  the  man  be  call'd 

*  That  ihames  thee  of  thy  evil, 

'  And  faves  me  from  thy  vile  attempts, 

*  And  thee,  too,  from  the  d — 1.' 

'  I  fancy  this  blefled  man,'  faid  my 
mafter,  fouling,  ' .  wag,  at  that  time^ 
'  hoped  to  be  you,_Mr.  Williams,  if  the 

*  truth  was  known.'* — *  Sir,'  faid  he, 
'  whoever  it  was  intended  for  then,  it  can 
'  •  be  nobody  but  your  good  felf  now.'' 

I  could  hardly  held  up  my  head  for 
the  praifes .  the  kind  ladies  were  pleafed 
to  heap  upon  me.  I  am  fure,  by  this, 
they  are  very  partial  in  my  favour;  all 
becaufe  my  mafter  is  fo  good  to  me,  and 
loves  .o  hear  mepraifed;  for  I  fee  no  fuch 
excellence  in  thefe  lines  as  they  woxild 
make  me  believe,  beiides  what  is  bor- 
rowed from  the  Pfalmift. 

We  all,  as  before,  and  the  cook-maid 
too,  attended  the  prayers  of  the  church 
in  the  afternoon;  and  my  dear  father 
concluded  with  the  following  ftanzas  of 
the  cxlvth  Pi'alm;  fuitably  magnifying 
the  holy  name  of  God  for  all  mercies ; 
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but  did  not  obferve  altogether  the  me- 
thod in  which  they  ftaridj  which  was  the 
iefs  neceflhry,  he  thought,  as  he  gave  out 
the  lines. 

«  *J*  HE  Lord  is  juft  In  all  his  ways: 

'  His  works  are  holy  all: 
•<  And  he  is  near  all  thofe  that  do 
'  In  truth  upon  him  call. 

*  He  the  defires  of  all  of  them 
«  That  fear  him,  will  fulfil ; 

*  And  he  will  hear  them  when  they  cry, 

<  And  fave  them  all  he  will. 

*  The  eyes  of  all  do  wait  on  thee; 

*  Thou  doft  them  all  relieve: 

«  And  thou  to  each  fufficient  food, 

*  In  feafon  due  doft  give. 

*  Thou  openeft  thy  plenteous  hand, 

*  And  bounteoufly  doft  fill 

«  All  things  whatever,  that  do  live, 

<  With  gifts  of  thy  good-will. 

«  My  thankful  mouth  (hall  gladly  fpeak 

<  The  prailes  of  the  Lord : 

fc.  All  flefli,  to  praife  his  holy  name, 

<  Forever  fhall  accord.' 


We  walked  in  the  garden  till  tea  was 
teady ;  and  as  he  went  by  the  back- 
doer,  my  mafter  faid  to  me — *  Of  all  the 

*  flowers  in. the  garden,  the  Jun-flonuer 
c  is  thefair'ejir — c  O,  Sir/  faid  I, '  let 
'  that  be  now  forgot!'   Mr. Williams 
heard  him  fay  fo,  and  feemed  a  little  out 
of  countenance  :  whereupon  my  mafter 
£,id — <  I  mean  not  to  make  youferious, 
'  Mr.  Williams  j  but  we  fee  how  ftrangely 
(  things  are  brought  about.     I  fee  other 
c  fcenes  hereabouts, .that  in  my  Pamela's 
'  dangers,  give  m^inore  caufe  of  con- 
c  cern,  than  anyTthing   you  ever  did 

*  mould  give  you.' — '  Sir/  faid  he,  *"  you 

*  are  very  generous/ 

My  mailer  and  Mr.  Williams  after- 
wards walked  together  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour;  and  talked  about  general  things, 
arid  fome  fcholaftick  fubje&s;  and  joined 
us,  very  well  pleaied  with  one  another's 
conveilation. 

Lady  Jones  faid,  putting  herfelf  on  one 
fide  of  me,  as  my  mafter  was  on  the  other 
— *  But  pray,  Sir,  when  is  the  happy 
time  to  be  ?  We  want  it  over,  that  we 
may  have  you  with  us  ns  long  after- 
wards as  you  can.'  Said  my  mafter—- 
I  would  have  it  to -morrow,  or  next  day, 
at  fartheft,  rf  Pamela  will:  for  I  have 
fent  for  a  licence,  and  themeffenger  will 
be  here  to-night,  or  early  in  the  morii- 


ing,  I  hope.  But/  added  he,  e  pray, 
Pamela,  do  not  take  beyond  Thurfday  .* 
She  was  pleafed  to  fay — *  Sure  it  will  not 
be  delayed  by  you,  Madam,  more  than 
needs  !' — '  Well/  faid  he,  '  now  you 
are  on  my  fide,  I  will  leave  you  with 
her  to  fettle  it:  and,  I  hope,  fhe  will 
not  let  little  bafliful  niceties  be  im- 
portant with  her/  and  fo  he  jqined  the 
tv/o  MilTes. 

Lady  Jones  told  me,  I  was  to  blame,  fhe 
would  take  upon  her  to  fay,  if  I  delayed 
it  a  moment;  becaufe  fhe  underftood 
Lady  Pavers  was  very  uneafy  at  the  pro- 
fpeft,  that  it  would  be  fo;  and  if  any- 
thing fhould"  happen,  it  would  be  a  fad 
thing ! — *  Madam/  faid  I,  *  v^hen  he  was 
'  pleafed  to  mention  it  to  me  firft,  he  faid 
'  it  fhould  be  in  fourteen  days;  and  after- 
'  wards,  afked  me  if  I  would  have  it  in 
'  the  firft  or  the  fecond  feven.  I  anfwer- 

*  ed — for  how  could  I  do  otherwife  ? 
— "  In  (he  fecond."  He  defired-it  might 
c  not  be  the  laft  day  of  the  fecond  fe- 
'  ven.     Now,  Madam/  faid  I,  *  as  he 
'  was  then  pleafed  to  fpeak  his  mind,  no 
'  doubt,  I  would  not,  for  any  thing,  feem*. 

*  too  forward.' 

*  Well,but/  faid  fhe,  *  as  he  now  urges 

*  you  in  fo  genteel  and  gentlemanly  a 
'  manner  for  a  fhorterday,  I  think,  if  £ 

*  was  in  your  place,  I  would  agree  to  it.* 
She  faw  me  heiitate  ar.d  blufh,  and  faid-^j 
'  Well,  you  know  beft ;  but  I  fay  only 
'  what  I  would  do.'   I  faid,  I  would  con- 
fider  of  itj  and  if  I  faw  he  was  very  ear- 
tteft,  to  be  lure  I  fhould  think  I  ought  tp 
oblige  him. 

Mifs  Darnfords  were  begging  to  be  at 
the  wedding,  and  to  have  a  ball:  and  they 
faid— '*  Pray,  Mrs.  Andrews,  fecond  our 


*  Why  fo?'  faid  they.—'  Becaufe/  an? 
fwered  I — c  I  know  not  what !    But,  I 
4  think  one  may,  with  pleafure,  celebrate 

*  an  anni&erfary  of  one's  nuptials;  but 
'  the  day  zV^/A-Indeed,  ladies,  I  think 
'  it  is  too  fblemn  a  bufmefs   for  ^the 

*  parties  of  our  fex  to  be  very  gay  upon: 
'  it  is  a  quite  ferious  and  awful  affair; 
'  and  I  am  fure,  in  your  own  cafes,  you 
f  would  be  of  my  minH..' — <  Why,  then/ 
faid  Mifs-Oarnford,  '  the  more  need  one 
6  has  to  be  as  light-hearted  and  merry 

*  as  one  can.' 

'  I  told  you/  faid  my  mafter,  *  what 

'  fort  of  an  arifwer  you'd  have  from  Pa- 

'  inela/  The  younger  Mifs  faid,  (he  never 
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heard  of  fuch  grave  folks  in  her  life,  on 
inch  anoccafion:  *  Why,  Sir,'  faid  (lie, 

*  I  hope  you'll  fing  pfalms  all  day,  and 
'  Mils  will  fall  and  pray !    Such  i'ack- 

*  cloth  and  afhes  doings,  for  a  wedding, 

*  did  I  never  hear  of!" — She  (poke  a  little 
fpitefnlly,  I  thought;  and  I  returned  no 
anfwer.     I  IhaM  have  enough  to  do,  I 
reckon,  in  a  while,  if  I  am  to  aniwer 
every  one  that  will  envy  me ! 

We  went  in  to  tea,  and  all  the  ladies 
could  prevail  upon  my  mailer  for,  was  a 
dancing-match  before  he  left  this  coun- 
try }  but  Mils  Darnford  (aid,  it  Iheuld 
then  be  at  their  houfe  j  for,  truly,  if  fhe 
rtjight  not  be  at  the  wedding,  fhe  would 
be  affronted,  and  come  no  more  hither, 
till  we  had  been  there. 

When  they  were  gone,  my  matter 
would  have  had  my  father  flay  till  the 
affair  was  over  j  but  he  begged  he  might 
lit  out  as  foon  as  it  -was  light  in  the 
•morning}  for,  he  laid,  my  mother  would 
be  doubly  uneafy  at  his  Hay;  and  he 
burned  with  impatience  to  let  her  know 
all  the  happy  things  that  had  befallen  her 
daughter.  When  my  matter  found  him. 
lo  detirous  to  go,  he  called  Mr.  Thomas, 
and  ordered  him  to  get  a  particular  bay 
horfe  ready  betimes  In  the  morning,  for 
my  father,  and  a  portmanteau  to  put  his 
things  in;  and  to  attend  him  a  day's 
jou-mey:  '  And  if,'  .faid  .he,  c  Mr.  An- 
drews choofcs  it,  fee  him  fafe  to  his  own 
home: — and,1  added  he,  *  fmce  that 
horle  will  ierve  you,  Mr.  Andrews,  to 
ride  backwards  and  forwards,  to  fee 
us,  when  we  go  into  Bedfordshire,  I 

*  make  you  aprefent  of  it  with  the  ac- 

*  coutrements.      And    feeing   my   fa- 
ther going  to  fpeak,  he  added-1—4 1  wonvt 

*  be  i:aid  Nay.'     O  how  good  was  this! 
He  alfo  faid  a  great  many  kind  things 

at  fupper-time,  and  gave  him  all  the  pa- 
pers he  had  of  mine}  but  defired,  when 
he  and  my  mother  had  read  them,  that 
he  would  return  them  to  him  again .  And 
then  he  laid — '  So  affectionate  a  father 
and  daughter  may,  perhaps,  be  glad  tobe 
alone  together}  therefore  remember  me 
to  your  good  wife,  and  tell  her,  it  will 
not  be  long,  I  hope,  before  I  fee  you 
together,  on  a  vim  to  your  daughter, 
at  my  other  houfe  Y  and  fo  I  wifh  you 
goodnight,  and  a  good  journey,  if  you 
go  before  I  fee  you.''  And  then  he 
Shook  hands,  and  left  my  dear  father  al- 
tnoll  unable  to  fpeak,  through  the  fcnle 
*f  his  favours  and  goodaefs. 

Yea  may  believe,  my  dear  mother* 


how  loth  I  was  to  part  with  my  good  fa- 
ther; and  he  was  alfo  unwilling  to  part 
with  me  ;  but  he  was  fo  impatient  to  fee 
you,  and  tell  you  the  bleflings  with 
which  his  heart  overflowed,  that  I  could 
hardly  wifhto  detain  him. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  brought  two  bottles  of 
cherry-brandy,  and  two  of  cinnamon- 
water,  and  fome  cake;  and  they  were  put 
up  in  the  portmanteau,   with  my  fa- 
ther's  newly-prefented  deaths;  for  he 
faid  he  would  not,  for  any  thing,  befeen 
in  them  in  his  neighbourhood,  till  I  was 
a&iially  known,  by  every-body,  to  be 
married  ;  nor  would  he  lay  out  any  part 
of  the  twenty  guineas  till  then  neither, 
for  fear  of  reflections;  and  then  he  would 
coTiiult  me  as  to  what  he  fhould  buy. 
Well,'  faid  I,  *  a?  you  pleafe,  my  dear 
father}  and  I  hope  now  we  mall  often 
have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  from  one 
another,  without  needing  any  art  or 
contrivances.' 

He  faid,  he  would  go  to-bed  betimes, 
that  he  might  be  up  as  foon  as  it  was 
light;  and  fo  he  took  leave  of  me,  ancf 
faid  he  would  not  love  me  if  I  got  up  in 
the  morning  to  i'ee  him  go ;  which  would 
but  make  us  the  more  loth  to  part,  and 
grieve  us  both  all  day. 

Mr.  Thomas  brought  him  a  pair  of 
boots,  and  told  him,  he  would  call  him 
up  at  peep  of  day,  and  put  xip  every- 
thing over  night ;  and  fo  I  received  his 
blefling,  and  his  prayers,  and  his  kind 
promifes  of  procuring  the  fame  from 
you,  my  dear  mother;  and  went  up  to 
my  clofet  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  yet  a 
half- pleated,  one,  if  I  may  fo  fay  5  for 
that,  as  he  mull  go,  he  was  going  to  the. 
bed  of  wives,  and  with  the  heft  of  tid- 
ings. But  I  begged  he  would  not  work 
fo  hard  as  he  had  done }  for  I  was  lure 
my  mailer  would  not  have  given  him 
twenty  guineas  for  cloaths,  if  he  had 
not  deilgn-ed  to"  do  fomething  elfe  for 
him;  and  that  he  mould  be  the  lefs  con- 
cerned at  receiving  benefits  from  my 
good  mailer,  becaufe  he,  who  had  fo 
many  perfons  to  employ  in  his  large  pof- 
fefTions,  could  make  him  ferviceable,  to 
a  degree  equivalent,  without  hurting 
any-body  eiie. 

He.promifed  me  fair;  and,  pray,  dear 
mother,  lee  he  performs.  I  hope  my 
mailer  will  not  lee  this:  for  I  will  not 
fend  it  you,  at  prefent,  till  I  can  fend  you. 
the  beft  of  news;  and  the  rather,  as  my 
titar  father  can  fupply  the  greateft  part 
of  what  i  have  wnttte>/*ft  the  papers 
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he  carries  you,  by  his  own  obfervation. 
So  good  night!  my  clear  mother:  and 
God  fcnd  my  father  a  fate  journey,  and- 
*  happy  meeting  to  you  both! 


MONDAY. 

MR.  Colbrand  being  returned,  my 
mailer  came  up  to  me  to  my  cio- 
•fet,  and  brought  me  the  licence,    O  how 
my  heart  fluttered  at  the  fight  of  it! 

<  Now,  Pamela,1  faid  he,  *  tell  me,  if 

*  you  can  oblige  me  with  the  day.  Your 

*  word  is  all  that's  wanting/     I  made 
bold  to  kifs  his  dear  hand;  and,  though 
xmable  to  look  up,  laid—*  I  know  not 
f  what  to  fay,  Sir,  to   all  your  good- 

*  nefs:  I  would  not,  for  any  confidera- 
tf  tion,  that  you  fliou-ld  believe  me  capa- 
c  ble  of  receiving  negligently  an  honour, 
'  that  all  the  duty  of  a  long  life,  were 

*  it  to  be  lent  me,  will  not  be  fufficient 
c  to  enable  me  to  be  grateful  for.     I 

*  ought  to  refign  myielf,  in  every-thing 

*  I  may  or  can,  implicitly  to  your  will. 

<  But—'     «  But  what?1  faid  he,  with 
a  kind  impatience.     *  Why,  Sir,'  faid 
I,  *  when  from  laft  Thurfday  you  men- 

*  tioned  fourteen  days,  I  had  reafon  to 
e  think  that  term  your  choice  5  and  my 
4  heart  is  fo  wholly  yours,  that  I  a  1:1 

*  afraid  of  nothing,  but  that  I  may  be 

*  forwarder  than  you  wim.1 — *  Impofii- 

*  ble,  my  dear  creature!1  faid  he,  and 
folded  me  in  his  arms;  *  impoffible  !     If 

*  this  be  all,  it  mall  be  let  about  this 
6  moment,    and   this  happy  day  fhall 
^  make  you  reiine! — I'll  fend  away  in- 
'  ftantly,1  faid  the  dear  gentleman^  and 
was  going. 

I  faid — '  No,  pray,  Sir,  pray,  Sir,  hear 
•*  me1. — Indeed  it  cannot  be  to -day!1— 
•*  Cannot!' faid  he.  '  No,  indeed,  Sir!' 
laid  I;  and  \vas  ready  to  fink  to  iee  his 
generous  impatience  !  •*  Wliy  flattered 
'  you  then  my  fond  heart,'  replied  he, 

*  with  the  hope  that  it  might?1 — *  Sir,' 
faid  I,   *  I  will  tell  you  what  I   had 
1  thought,  if  you'll  vouch/ate  me  your 
'  attention.' — '  Do  then,'  faid  he, 

4  I  have,  Sir,'  proceeded  I,  '  a  gi'est 
'  defire,  that  whenever  the  day  is,  it  may 
'  be  on  a  Thurfday:  on  a  Thurfday 
'  my  dear  father  and  mother  were  mar- 

*  ried,  and,  though  poor,  they  are  a  very 

*  happy  pair.  — On   a  Thurfday   your 

*  poor  Pamela  was  born:  on  a  Thurf- 
••*  day  my  dear  good  lady  took  me  from 
•*  jnj  Barents  into  her  protefticn:  on  a 


Thurfday,  Sir,  you  caufed  me  to  be 
carried  away  tjo  this  place,  to  which  Jt 
now,  by  God's  goodnefs,  and  your  fa- 
vou;-,owe  ib  amazingly  all  my  prefent 
profpecls;  and  on  a  Thurfday  it  was* 
you  named  to  me  that  fourteen  days 
from  that,  you  would  conftrm  my  hap- 
pinefs.  Now,  Sir,  if  youpleaie  to  in- 
dulge my  fuperftitious  folly,  you  will 
greatly  oblige  me:  I  was  forry,  Sir, 
for  this  reafon,  when  you  bid  me  not 
defer  till  the  Jaft  day  of  the  fourteen, 
that  Thurfday  in  next  week  was  that 
laft  day.' 

'  This,  Pamela,  is  a  little  fuperfti- 
tious, I  muft  needs  fay;  and  I  think 
you  fhouUl  begin  now  to  make  another 
clay  in  the  week  a  happy  one;  as  for 
example,  on  a  Monday,  may  you  fay, 
my  father  and  mother  concluded  to  be 
married  on  the  Thurfday  following. 
On  a  Monday,  fo  many  years  ago, 
my  fnother  was  preparing  all  her  mat- 
ters to  be  brought  to-bed  on  the  Thurf- 
day following.  On  a  Monday,  feve- 
ral  weeks  ago,  it  W23  that  you  had  but 
two  days  more  to  ftay,  'till  you  was 
carried  away  on  Thurfday.  On  a 
Monday,  I  myfelf,'  faid  he, '  well  re- 
member, it  was  that  I  wrete  you  the 
letter  that  prevailed  on  you  fo  kindly  to 
return  to  me ;  and  on  the  fame  day-, 
you  did  return  to  my  houfe  herej 
which  I  hope,  my  girl,  will  be  as  pro- 
pitious an  sera  as  any  you  have  named : 
and  now,  laftly  will  you  fay,  which 
will  crown  the  work;  and,  on  a  Mon- 
day, I  was  married. — Come,  come, 
my  dear,1  added  he,  «  Thurfday  has 
reigned  long  enough  o'confcience;  let 
us  now  fet  Monday  in  it's  place,  or,  at 
leaft,  on  an  equality  with  it,  fmce  you 
fee  it  has  a  very  good  title,  and  as  we 
now  ftand  in  the  week  before  us,  claims 
priority;  and  then,  I  hope,  we  fhaU 
make  Tuefday,  Wednefday,  Friday, 
Saturday,  and  Sunday,  as  happy  days 
as  Monday  and  Thurfday.;  and  fo,  by 
God's  blefling,  •move  round,  as  the 
days  icove,  -in  a  delightful  circle,  till , 
we  are  at  a  Jofe  what  day  to  prefer  tp 
the  reft,' 

<?  how  charmingly  was  this  faid!     •  • 
And  how  fweetly  kind  ! 

*  Indeed,  Sir,"  faid  I,  '  you  rally  my 
folly  very  agreeably;  but  don't  let  a 
little  matter  ftand  in  the  way,  when 
you  ait  fo  generoufly  obliging  in  great- 
er: indeed  I  like  Thurfday  beft,  if  I 
may  chujfe.' 

B  b  i    ' 
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«  Well,  tljen,1  faid  he, <  if  you  can  fay 
'  you  have  a  better  reafon  than  this,  I 

*  will  oblige  you  5  elfe  I'll  fend  away  for 

*  the  parfonthis  moment.' 

And  fb,  I  proteft,  he  was  going  I—- 
Dear Sirs,  how  I  trembled!  *  Stay, 
'  ftay,  Sir,'  faid  I:  *  we  have  a  great 

*  deal  to  fay  firftj  I  have  a  deal  of  filly 

*  prate  to  trouble  you  with!' — '  Well, 

*  fay  then,  in  a  minute,'  replied  he,  *  the 
'  mod  material :  for  all  we  have  to  fay 

*  may  be  talked  of  while  the  parfon  is 

*  coming/ — '  O  but  indeed,  and  in- 

*  deed,1  faid  I,  '  it  cannot  be  to-day!' 
— '  Well,  then,  mall  it  be  to-morrow?' 
faid  he.     *  Why,  Sir,  if  it  muft  not  be 

*  on  a  Thurfday,  you  have  given  fo  many 

*  pleafant  dillinclio^is  for   a  Monday, 

*  that,  let  it  then  be  next  Monday !' — 

*  What!  a  week  ftill?'  faid  he.     «  Sir,' 
anfwered   I,    '  if  you  pleafe,  for  that 

*  will  be,  as  you  enjoined,  within  the 

*  fecond' feVen  days.' — *  Why, girl, 'faid 
he,  '  'twill  be  feven  months   till   next 
'  Monday.     Let  It,'  faid  he,  '  if  not  to- 

*  morrovy,  be  on  Wedne/day  j  I  proteft  I 

*  will  itay  no  longer.' 

^  Then,  Sir,'  returned  1,  '  pleafe  to 

*  defer  it,  however,  for  one  day  more, 

*  and  it  will  be  my  beloved  Thurfday!' 
r— '  If  I  confentto  deier  it  till  then,  may 

*  I  hope,  my  Pamela,'  faid  he,  '  that 
* :  next  Thurfday  mall  certainly  be  the 

*  happy  day?'— <  Yes>Sir9"  faid  Ij  and 
J  am  fure  I  looked  very  fooliflily. 

And  yet,  my  dear  father  and  mother, 
why  ihould  I,  with  fuch  a  fine  gentle  - 
jnan?  And  whom  I  fo  dearly  love? 
And  fo  much  to  my  honour  too  ?  But 
thcre_  is  fomething  greatly  awful  upon 
iny  mind,  in  tne  fokmn  circumftance, 
and  a  change  of.  condition  never  to  be 
recalled,  though  all  the  profpecls  are 
fo  defirable.  And  I  can  but  wonder 
at  the  thoughtlefs  precipitancy  with 
which  moil  young  folks  run  into  this 
important  change  of  life! 

So  now,  my  dear  parents,  have  I  be«n 
brought  to  fix  fo  near  a  day  as  next 
Thurfday;  and  this  is  Monday.  O  clear, 
it  makes  one  out  of  breath  almoft  to 
thinjc  of  it.  This,  through,  was  a  great 
cut-off;  a  whole  week  out  of  ten  days. 
I  ho  j  I  am  not  too  forv*.rd !  I'm  fure, 
if  it  obliges  my  dear  mailer,  I  am  juf- 
tified  j  for  he  delerves  of  me  all  things 
in  my  poor  power. 

After  this  he  rode  out  on  horfeLack, 
attended  by  Abraham,  and  did  not  re- 
turn till  night.  IJow?  by  degress,  things 


fteal  upon  one!  1  thought  even  this 
fmall  abfence  tedious,  and  the  more,  as 
we  expected  him  home  to  dinner. — IT 
wifh  I  may  not  be  too  fond,  and  make 
him  indifferent :  but  yet,  my  dear  fa- 
ther and  mother,  you  were  always  fond 
of  one  another,  arid  never  indifferent, 
let  the  world  run  as  it  would. 

When  he  returned,  he  faid,  he  had  a 
plealant  ride,  and  was  led  out  to  greater 
diftance  than  he  intended.  At  fupper  he 
told  me,  that  lie  had  a  great  mind  Mr, 
Williams  mould  marry  us  j  becaufe,  he 
faid,  it  would  mew  a  thorough  reconcili- 
ation on  his  part.  *  But,'  laid  he,  moft 
generoufly,  <  I  am  apprehenfive,  from 

*  what  pafled  between  you?  that  the  poor 
'  man  will  take  it  hardly,  and  as  a  fort 
(  of  infult,  which  I  am  not  capable  of. 

*  What  fays  my  girl  ? — Do  you  think 
'  he  would  ?' — «  I  hope  not,  Sir,'  faid  I : 
'  as  to  what  he  may  think,  I  can't  an- 
'  fwer;  but  as  to   any  reafon  for  his 
'  thoughts,  I  can  :  for  indeed,  Sir,'  faid 
I,  «  you  have  been  already  fo  generous, 
'  that  he  cannot,  I  think,  miilake  your;  > 
(  goodnefs,' 

He  then  fpoke  with  fome  refentment  of 
Lady  Davers's  behaviour,  and  I  alked, 
if  any  thing  new  had  occurred  ?  «  Yes,' 
laid  he,  *  I  have  had  a  letter  delivered 

*  me  from  her  impertinent  hufband,  pro  - 

*  fefiedly  atherinftigation,  that  amount- 
'  ed  to  little  lefs  than  a  piece  of  inlolent 

*  bravery,  on  fuppofing  I  was  about  to 
'  marry  you.     J  was  fo  provoked,'  add- 
ed he,  '  that,  after  I  had  read  it,  I  tore 
'  it  in  a  hundred  pieces,   and  fcattered 

*  them  in  the  air,  and  bid  the  man  who 

*  brought  it  let  his  mailer  know  what  I 

*  had  done  with  his  letter,  and  fo  would 
'  not  permit  him  to  fpeak  to  me,  as  he 
'  would  fain  have  done.— — •! ^  think  the 
1  fellow  talked  fomewhaj:   of  his  lady 
'  coming  hither;  but  me  fhall  ;iot  fet  her 
'  foot  vvithin  my  dcpr-s ;  and  I  fuppofe 
f  this  treatment  will  hinder  her.' 

I  was  much  concerned  at  this:  and  he 
faid — '  Had  I  a  hundred  fillers,  Pamela, 
'  their  opposition  fliould  have  no  weight 
'  with  me;  and  I  did  not  intend  you 
'  fliould  know  it;  but  you  can't  but  ex- 

*  peel:  a  little  difficulty  from  the  pride 
'  of  my  filter,  wruo  have  fuffered  fo  much' 
f  from  that  of  her  brother ;  and  we  are 

*  too  nearly  allied  in  mind,  as  well  as 
f  blood,  I  find. — But  this  is  not  tar  bu- 
'   fmefs:  and  if  (he  would  have  made  it 
'  fo,  fhe  fliould  have  done  it  with  more 
?  decency*     Little  occafion  bad  foe  to 

<  boaft 
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*  boaft  of  her  birth,  that  knows  notwhat 
v  belongs  to  good  manners.' 

I  laid — *  I  am  very  forry,  Sir,  to  be 

*  the  unhappy  occafion  of  a  mifunder- 

*  (landing  between  fo  good  a  brother, 

*  and  fo  worthy  a  filler.1 — '  Don't  fay 

*  Ib,  Pamela,  becaufe  this  is  an  unavoid- 

*  able  confequence  of  the  happy  proipeil 

*  before  us.    Only  bear  it  well  youifeif, 
'  becaufe  me  is  my  fitter  j  and  leave  it  to 
'  me  to  make  her  fenfible  of  her  own 
«  rafhnefs.' 

'  If,  Sir,'  faid  I,   l  the  mod  lowly 
'behaviour,  and   humble  deportment, 

*  and  in  every  thing  fhewing  a  dutiful 

*  regard  to  good  Lady  Davers,  will  have 

*  any  weight  with  her  ladyihip,  afture 
'  yourfelf  of  all  in  my  power  to  mollify 

*  her.' — «  No,  Pamela,'   returned  ha  ; 

*  don't  imagi-ne,  when  you  are  my  wife, 

*  I  will  1  after  you  to  do  any-thing  un- 
'  worthy  of  that  character.    I  know  the 

*  duty  of  a  hufband,   and  will  protect 

*  your  gentlenefs  to  the  utmofl,  as  much 

*  as  if  you  were  a  princefs  by  defcent.' 

'  You- are  inexpreffibly  good,   Sir,' 
faid  I  j  «  but  I  am  far  from  taking  a 

*  gentle  difpofition  to  mew  a  meannefs 

*  of  fpirit :  and  this  is  a  trial  I  ought  to 

*  expecl;   and  well  may  I  bear  it,  that 

*  have  fo  many  benefits  to  fet  againft 
'  it,  which  all  fpriijg  from  the   fame 

*  caufe.' 

;     «  Well/  faid  he,  ^all  the  matter  fhall 

*  be  this  :  we  will  talk  of  our  marriage 

*  as  a  thing  to  be  done  next  week.     I 

*  I- find  I  have  fpies  upon  me  where-ever 
'  I  go,  and  whatever  I  do:   but  now,  I 

*  am  onyo  laudable  a  purfuit,  that  I  va- 
'  lue  them  not,  nor  thoie  who  employ 
'  them.  I  have  already  ordered  my  fer- 
'  vants  to  have  no  conference  with  any- 

*  body  for  ten  or  twelve  days  to  come. 

*  And  Mrs.  Jewkes  tells  me  eveYy  one 
'  names  Thm'fday  come  fevennight  for 

*  our  nuptial?.  So  I  will  get  Mr.  Peters, 
'  who  wants   to    fee  my  little   chapel, 

*  to  afiift  Mr.  Williams,  under  the  no- 

*  tion  of  breakfalling    with    me   next 

*  Thurfday  morning,   fince  you  won't 

*  have  it  fooner;  and  there  will  nobody 
" '  clfe  be  wanting  j    and   I  will  beg  of 

*  Mr.  Peters  to   keep  it  private,  even 

*  from  his  own  family,  for  a  few  days. 
^  Has  my  girl  any  objection  r 

*  O  Sir,'  anfwered  I,  '  you  are  fo  r^e- 

*  nerous  in  all  your  ways,  I  can  have  no 
6  objections! — But  I  hope  Lady  Davers 
.*  -And  you  will  not  proceed  to  irreconcile- 


able  lengths  ;  and  when  her  ladyfliip 
comes  to  fee  you,  and  to  tarry  with  you 
two  or  three  weeks,  as  me  ufed  to'do> 
I  will  keep  clofe  up,  fo  as  not  to  difguit 
her  with  the  fight  of -me.' 
'  Well,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  «  we  will 
talk  of  that  afterwards.  You  muft  do 
then  as  I  mail  think  fit :  and  I  fhall  be 
able  to  judge  what  both  you  and  I 
ought  to  do.  But  what  ftill  aggra- 
vates the  matter  is,  that  ihe  fhoufd  in- 
ftigate  the  titled  ape  her  huiband  to 
write  to  me,-  after  me  had  fo  little  fuc- 
ceeded  herfelf.  I  wifli  I  had  kept  his 
letter,  that  I  might  have  fhewn  you 
how  a  man,  that  generally  a£ls  like  a 
fool,  can  take  upon  him  to  write  like 
a  lord.  But  I  fuppofe  it  is  of  my  filler's 
penning,  and  he,  poor  man!  is  the 
humble  copier. 


TUESDAY. 

MR.  Thomas  is  returned  from  yon, 
my  dear  father,  with  the  good 
news  of  your  health,  and  your  proceed- 
ing in  your  journey  to  my  dear  mother, 
where  I  hope  to  hear  foon  you  are  ar- 
rived. My  mailer  has  juft  no\v  been 
making  me  play  upon  the  fpinnet,  an! 
fmg  to  it ;  and  was  pleafed  to  con 
me  for  both.  But  he  does  fo  for  every 
thing  I  do,  fo  partial  duto  his  goodnci'g 
make  him  to  me. 


ONE  O'CLOCK. 

WE  are  juft  returned  from  an  air- 
ing in  the  chariot ;  and  I  have 
been  delighted  with  his  converfation  upon 
Englifh  authors,  poets  particularly.   He 
entertained  me  alto  with  a  description  of 
fomeof  the  curiofities  he  had  feen  in  Italy 
and  France,  when  he  made  what  the 
polite  world  call  the  grand  tour.  He  faid 
he  wanted  to  be  at  his  other  feat  j   for  he 
knew  not  well  how  to   employ  himielf 
here,  having  not  purpofed  to  ftay  half 
the  time :  *  And  when  I  get  there,  Pa- 
mela,'  faid  he,  '  you  will  hardly  be 
troubled  with  fo  much  of  my  compa- 
ny, after  we  are  fettled  ;  for  I  have  a 
great  many  things  to   adjult :  ami  I 
muft  go  to  London  5  for  I  have  ac- 
counts that  have  run  on  longer  than 
ordinary  with  my  banker  there.    And 
I  don't  know,1  added  he,  -*buttheen- 
fuing  winter  I  may  give  you  a  iitilc 
'  tailc 


PAMELA. 


c  tafte  of  the  cllverfions  of  the  town  for 

*  a  month  or  fo.'     I  faid  his  will  and 
pleafure  mould  determine  mine;    and  I 
never  would,  as  near  as  I  could  *  have  a 
clefire  after  thofe,  or  any  other  entertain- 
ments that  were  not  in  his  own  choice. 

He  was  pleafed  to  fay— {  I  make  no 
'  doubt  but  that  I  mall  be  very  happy 

*  in  you  j  and  hope  you  will  be  fo  in 

*  me :  for,'  faid  he,  *  I  have  no  very 

*  enormous  vices  to  gratify  ;  though  I 

*  pretend  not  to  the  greateft  purity,  nei- 
€  ther>iAy|girl.' — '  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  if  you 

*  can  account  to  your  own  mind,  I  ihall 

*  always  be  eafy  in  whatever  you  do. 

*  But  our  greateft  happinefs  here,  Sir,' 
continued  I,  *  is  of  very  ihoit  duration  j 

*  and  this  life,  at  the  longeft,  is  a  poor 

*  tranfitory  one }  and  I  hope  we  mallbe 

*  fo  happy  as  to  be  enabled  to  look  for- 

*  ward,  with  comfort,  to  another,  where 

*  our  pleafures  will  be  everlaftine;.' 

'  You  fay  well,  Pamela;  and'l  mail, 
c  by  degrees,  be  more  habituated  to  this 

*  way  of  thinking,  as  I  more  and  more 
'  converfe  with  you  ;  but  at  prefent,  you 

*  muft  not  be  over-ferious  with  me,  all  at 

*  once :  though  1  charge  you  never  for- 
'*  bear  to  mingle  your  fvveet  divinity  in 
«  our  converfation,  whenever  it  can  be 

*  brought  in  a.  propos,  arid  with  fuch  a 
f  chearfulnefs  of  temper,   as  fhaH  not 
'  throw  a  gloomy  cloud  over  our  inno- 

*  nocent  enjoyments.' 

I  was  abafhed  at  this,  and  filent,  fear- 
ing I  had  offended  :  but  he  faid — '  If 
'  you  attend  rightly  to  what  I  faid,  I 
'  need  not  tell  you  again,  Pamela,  not 

*  to  be  difcouraged  from  fuggeiling  to 

*  me,  on  every  proper  nccafion,  the  pious 

*  impulfes  of  your  own  amiable  mind.' 
— '  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  will  be  always  in- 

*  dulgent,  I  make  no  doubt,  to  my  im- 

*  perfections,  fo  long  as  I  mean  well.' 
My  mafter  made,  me  dine  with  him, 

and  would  eat  nothing  but  what  I  helped 
him  to  ;  and  my  heart  is,  every  hour, 
more  and  more  enlarged  with  his  good- 
nefs  and  condefcenfion.  Butitill,  what 
ails-  me,  I  wonder !  a  ftrange  fort  of 
weight  hangs  upon  my  mind,  as  Thurf- 
tlay  draws  on,  which  makes  me  often 
fie;h  involuntarily,  and  damps,  at  times, 
the  pleafures  of  my  delightful  profpe6ts  ! 
I  Jjope  this  is  not  ominous  ;  but  only  the 
fboliih  weaknefs  of  an  over-thoughtful 
mind,  on  an  occafion  themoftfolemn  and 
important  of  one's  life,  next  to  the  laft 
icene,  which  ihuts  up  all. 

I  could  be  very  ferious !     But  I  will 


commit  all  my  ways  to  that  bleffed  Pro* 
vidence,  which  hitherto  has  fo  wonder* 
fully  conduced  me,  through  real  evils, 
to  this  hopeful  fituation. 

I  only  tear,  and  furely  I  have  great 
reafon,  that  I  fliall  be  too  unworthy  to 
hold  the  affeftions  of  fo  dear  a  gentle- 
man!— God  teach  me  humility,  and  to 
know  my  own  demerit !  And  this  will 
be,  next  to  his  grace,  my  fureft  guide, 
in  the  ftate  of  life  to  which,  though  moft 
unworthy,  I  am  going  to  be  exalted. 
And  don't  ceafe  your  prayers  for  me, 
my  dear  parents  ;  for,  perhaps,  this  new 
condition  may  be  fubject  to  ftill  worfe 
hazards  than  thofe  I  have  efcaped ;  as 
would  be  the  cafe,  were  con^eitednefs, 
vanity,  and  pride,  to  take  hold  of  my 
frail  heart ;  and  if  I  was,  for  my  fins, 
to  be  left  to  my  own  conducl,  a  frail 
bark  in  a  tempeftuous  ocean,  without 
ballaft,  or  other  pilot,  than  my  own  in- 
con  fider ate  will.  But  my  mafter  laid, 
on  another  occafion,  that  thofe  who 
doubted  moft,  always  erred  leaft  ;  and  t 
hope,  I  mall  always  doubt  my  own 
ilrength,  my  own  unworthinefs. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  twenty 
fweet  agreeable  things  that  patt  in  con- 
verfation  with  my  excellent  benefactor  ; 
nor  with  the  civilities  of  Mr.  Colbrand, 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  all  the  fervants,  who 
feem  to  be  highly  plea-fed  with  me,  and 
with  my  conduct  to  them  :  and,  as  my 
mafter,  hitherto,  finds  no  faults  that  I 
go  too  low,  nor  they  that  I  carry  it  too 
high,  I  hope  I  mail  continue  to  have 
every  body's  good-will.  But  yet  will  I  not 
feek  to  gain  any  one's  by  little  meanneffes 
or  debafements !  but  aim  at  an  uniform 
and  regular  conducl,  willing  to  conceal 
in-voluntary  errors,  as  I  would  havemjr 
own  forgiven  ;  and  not  too  induftrious  to 
difcover  real  ones,  or  to  hide  fuch,  if 
any  fuch  mould  appear,  as  might  encou- 
rage bad  hearts,  or  unclean  hands,  in 
material  cafes,  where  my  mafter  mould 
receive  damage,  or  where  the  morals  of 
the  tranigreflors  mould  appear  wilfully 
and  habitually  corrupt.  In  mort,  I  will 
endeavour,  as  much  as  I  can,  that  good 
fervants  mall  find  in  me  a  kind  encou- 
rager;  indifferent  ones  be  made  better, 
by  inspiring  them  with  a  laudable  emu- 
lation ;  and  bad  ones,  if  not  too  bad  in 
nature,  and  quite  irreclaimable,  reform- 
ed by  kindnefs,  expoftulation,  and  even 
proper  menaces,  if  neceflary,  but  moft  by 
a  good  example ;  all  this,  if  God  pleafes. 
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WEDNESDAY. 


NO  W,  my  dear  parents,  I  have  but 
this  one  day,  between  me  and  the 
rnoft  folemn  rite  that  can  be  performed. 
My  heart  cannot  yet  make  otf  this  heavy 
weight.  Sure  I  am  ungrateful  to  the 
Divine  goodnei's,  and  the  favour  of  the 
beft  of  benefactors  ! — Yet  I  hope  I  am 
not ! — For  at  times,  my  mind  is  all  ex- 
ultation, with  the  profpect  of  what  good 
to-morrow's  happy  fblemnity  may  pof- 
fibly,  by  the  leave  of  my  generous  ma- 
fter,  put  it  into  iny  power  to  do.  O  how 
{hall  I  find  words  to  exprefs,  as  I  ought, 
my  thankfulnefs,  for  all  the  mercies  be- 
fore me  !— 


WEDNESDAY    EVENING. 

MY   dear  mafter  is  all  love   and 
tendernefs  !     He  fees  my  weak- 
nefs,  and  generoufly  pities  and  comforts 
me  !     I  begged  to  be  excufed  flipper  ; 
hut  he  brought  me  down  himfelf  from 
my  clofet  \  and  placed  me  by  him,  bid- 
ding Abraham  not  wait.     I  could  not 
eat,  and  yet  I  tried,  for  fear  he  mould 
be  angry.     He  kindly  forbore  to  hint 
any  thing  of  the  dreadful,  yet  delightful 
to-morrow  !  and  put,  now-and-then,  a 
little  bit  on  my  plate,  and  guided  it  to 
my  mouth.     I  was  concerneji  to  receive 
his  goodnefs  with  fo  ill  a  grace.  *  Well,"" 
faid  he,  '  if  you  won't  eat  with  me,  drink 
'  at  leaft  with  me."  I  drank  two  glaiTes 
by  his  over-perfuafions,  and  faid — *  I 
am    really    amamed  of myfelf.'-— 
Why,  indeed,'  faid  he,  *  my  dear  girl, 
I  am  not  a  very  dreadful  enemy,  I 
hope!     I  cannot  bear  any-thing  that 
is  the  leaft  concerning  to  you.' — '  Oh! 
Sir,'  faid  I,  *  all  is  owing  to  the  fenfe 
I  have  of  my  own  unworthinefs  !'•— 
To  be  fure,  it  cannot  be  any  thing  elfe. 
He  rung  for  the  things  to  be  taken 
away  ;  and  then  reached  a  chair,  and  fat 
down  by  me,   and  put  his  kind  arms 
about  me,   and  faid  the  moft  generous 
and  affecting  things  that  ever  dropt  from 
the  honey-flowing  mouth  of  love.     All 
I  have  not  time  to  repeat :  fome  I  will. 
And  oh!  indulge  your  foolifh  daughter, 
who  troubles  you  with  her  weak  non- 
fenfe  j  becaufe  what  me  has  to  fay,  is  fb 
affe&ingto  her  j  and  becaufe,  if  fne  went 
to -bed,  inflead  of  £crtbbiing>  fhe  could 
act  fleep. 


'  This  fweet  confufion  and  thought- 
f  fulnefs  in  my  beloved  Pamela/  °faid 
the  kind  man,  *  on  the  near  approach, 

*  of  our  happy  union,  when  I  hope  all 
4  doubts  are  cleared  up,  and  nothing  of 

*  difhonour  is  apprehended,    fhew  me 
'  moft  abundantly,  what  a  wretch  I  was 

*  to  attempt  fucli  purity  with  a  worie 

*  intention : — no  wonder,  that  one  fo 
4  virtuous  mould  find  herfelf  defeited  of 

*  life  itfelf  on  a  violence  fo  dreadful  to 

*  her  honour,  and  leek  a  refuge  in  the, 

*  fhadow  of  death. — But  now,  my  deareft 

*  Pamela,  that  you  have  ieen  a  purity 
1  on  my  fide,  as  nearly  imitating  your 

*  own,  a  A  our  fex  can  fliew  to  yours  j 

*  and  fmce  I  have,  all  the  day  long,  fup- 

*  prefled  even  the  lenft  intimation  of  the 

*  coming  day,  that  I  might  not  alarm 

*  your  tender  mind  j  why  all  this  con- 

*  cern,  why  all  this  alrtcting,  yet  fweet 
'  confuiion?  You  have  a  generous  friend, 
'  my  dear  girl,  in  me';  a  prote6lor  now, 
c  not  a  violator  of  your  innocence :  why 
'  then,  once  more  I  afk,  this  ftrange  per-- 
'  plexity,  this  fweet  confuiion  ?' 

*  O  Sir/   fUid  I,  and  hid  my  face  in 
his  arms  ;  *  expect  not  reafon  from  a 

*  foolilh  creature  :  you  fhould  have  ftill 
«  indulged  me  in  my  clofet :  I  am  ready 

*  to  beat  myfelf  for  this  ungrateful  re- 

*  turn  to  your  goodnefs.     But  I  know 
'  not  what ! — I  am,  to  be  fure,  a  filly 

*  creature.     O  had  you  but  fuffered  me 
'  to  ftay  by  myfelf  above,  I  mould  have 
f  made  myfelf  afhamed  of  fo  culpable  a 

*  behaviour  ! — But  goodnefs   added  to 
'  goodnefs  every  moment,  and  the  fenfe 
'  of  my  own  unworthinefs,  quite  over-* 
'  come  my  fpirits.' 

*  Now/  faid  the  generous  man,  '  wiii 
'  I,  though  reluctantly,  make  a  propo- 

*  fal  to  my  fweet  girl. — If  I  .have  been 

*  too  premng  for  the  day ;    if  another 

*  day  will  Mill  be  more  obliging  ;  if  you, 

*  have  fears  that  will  not  then  "be  5  you 

*  mall  fay  but  the  word,  and  I'll  fubmit, 
(  Yes,  my  Pamela ;  for  though  I  have,. 
'  theie  three  days  paft,  thought  every 
'  tedious   hour  a  day,    till    Thurfday 
'  comes,  if  you  earneftly  defire  ii,  I  will 
'  poftpone  it.    Say,  my  dear  girl,  freely 

*  fay ;  but  accept  not  my  propofal,  with^ 

*  o  :t  great  reaibn,  which  yet  I  will  not 

*  afk  for/ 

*  Sir/  faid  I,  '  I  can  expect  nothing 

*  but  f'iperlatJvc  goodnefs,  I  have  now 
'  been  fo  long  ufed  to  it  from  you.  This 

*  is  a  moft  generous  fnftance  of  it;  'but, 
4  I  fear— yes,  I  fear  it  will  b*  too  mych 
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the  fame  thing,  Come  days'hence,  when 
the  happy,  yet,  fool  that  I  am  !  dread- 
ed time,  ihall  be  equally  near!"1 — 
'  Kind,  lovely  charmer!'  faid  he, 
now  do  I  fee  you  are  to  be  trufted  with 
power,  from  the  generous  ufe  you  make 
of  it : — not  one  ofFenfive  word  or  look, 
from  me,  mall  wound  your  niceft 
thoughts;  but  pray  try  to  fubdue  this 
over-fcrupuloufnefs,  and  unfeafonable 
timidity.  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will 
if  you  can  1 ' 

«  Indeed,  Sir,  I  will,1  faid  I;  *  for  I 
am  quite  afhamed  of  myfelf,  with  all 
thefe  lovely  vie%ys  before  me  ! — The. 
honours  you  do  ir>e,  the  kindnefs  you 
mew  me !— -I  cannot  forgive  myfelf ! 
For  oh  !  if  I  know  the  teait  of  this  idle 
foolifh  heart  of  mine,  it  has  not  a  mif- 
giving  thought  of  your  goodnefs ;  and 
I  fliould  abhor  it,  if  it  were  capable  of 
the  leaft  affectation. — But,  dear  good 
Sir,  leave  me  a  little  to  myfelf,  and  I 
will  take  myfelf  ta  a  feverer  talk  than 
your  goodnefs  will  let  you  do :  and  I 
will  prefent  my  heart  before  you,  a 
worthier  offering  to  you,  than  at  pre- 
fent it's  wayward  follies  will  let  it  feem 
to  be. — But  one  thing  is,  one  lias  no 
kind  friend  of  one's  own  fex,  to  com- 
municate one's  foolifn  thoughts  to, 
and  to  be  rrrengthened  by  their  com- 
fortings  !  But  I  am  left 'to  myfelf,  and, . 
oh '.  what  a  weak  filly  thing  I  am.' 
He  kindly  withdrew,  to  give  me  time 
to  recollect  myfelf  j  and,  in  about  half 
an  hour,  returned :  and  then,  that  he 
Blight  not  begin  at  once  upon  the  fub- 
jccl,  and  fay  at  the  fame  time  fomething 
agreeable  to  me,  faid — '  Your  father  and 

*  mother  have  had  a  great  deal  of  talk 

*  by  this  time  about  you,  Pamela.1—- 
'  O,  Sir,'  returned  I,    *  your  goodnefs 

*  has  made  them  quite  happy.     But  I 

*  caij't  help  being  concerned  about  Lady 

*  D  avers.' 

He  faid' — f  I  am  vexed  I  did  not  hear 

*  the  footman  out ;  becaufe  it  runs  in 

*  my  head,  he  talked  fomewhat  about 

*  her  coming  hither.    She  will  meet  with 

*  but  an  indifferent  reception  from  «ie, 

*  without  flie  comes  refolved  to  behave 
.*  better  than  fhe  writes.' 

'  Prayr  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  be  pleafed  to 
'*  bear  with  my  Qfood  lady,  for  two  rea- 

*  fons/— <  What  are  they  r"   faid  he. 

*  Why,  firft,  Sir,'  anfwered  I,  *  becaufe 

*  fhe  is  your  filter  j  and,  to  be  fure,  may 

*  very  well  think,  what  all  the  world 

*  wijL  $hat  yoii  have  siuoh,  undervalued 
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*  yourfelf  in  making  me  happy.     And 
(  next,  becaufe,  if  her  Jadyihip  finds  you. 

*  out  of  temper  with  her,  it  will  (till  ag- 
'  gravate  hermore  againft  me ;  and  every- 
'  time  that  any  warm  words  you  may 

*  ufe  between  you,  come  into  her  mind, 
'  fhe  will  difdain  me  more.' 

'  Don't  concern  yourfelf  about  it,* 
faid  he;  «  for  we  have  more  proud  ladies 
{  than  fhe  in  our  other  neighbourhood, 
f  who,  perhaps,  have  ftill  lefs  reafon  to 
'  be  punctilious  about  their  defcent,  and, 
'  yet  will  form  themfelves  upon  her  ex- 
'  ample,  and  fay — "  Why,  his  own 
"  fifter  will  not  forgive  him,  nor  vifit 
"•  him!"  And  fo,  if  I  can  fubdue  her 

*  fpirit,  which  is  more  than  her  hufband 

*  ever  could,   or  indeed  any  body  elfe, 
f  it  is  a  great  point  gained  :  and,  if  me 
1  gives  me  reafon,  I'll  try  for  it,  I  allure 
{  you.' 

'  Well,  but,  my  dear  girl,'  continueS 
he,  <  fince  the  fubjeft  is  fo  important, 
'  may  I  not  fay  one  word  about  to-mor- 
c  row  ?' — <  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  hope  I  (hall 
'  be  lefs  a  fool :  I  have  talked  as  hardily 

*  to  my  heart,  as  Lady  Davers  can  do  ; 
1  and  the  naughty  thing  fuggefts  to  me 

*  a  better,  and  more  grateful  behaviour.* 
He  fmiied,  and,  kirfing  me,  faid — '  I 

*  took  notice,  Pamela,  of  what  you  ob- 
4  ierved,  that  you  have  none  of  your  own 
1  fcx  with  you  :  I  think  it  is  a  little  hard 

*  upon  you ;  and  I  mould  have  liked  you 

*  mould  have  had  Mifs  Darn  ford;   but 
'  then  her  fifter  muft  have  been  aflced  j 

*  and  I  might  as  well  ma,ke  a  publick 
'  wedding  j  which,  you  know,  would 
(  have  required  cloaths  and  other  prepa- 

*  rations.  Befides,'  added  he,  '  a  foolifh 

*  propofal  was  once  made  me  of  that  fe- 
'  cond  fifter,  who  has  two  or  three  thou- 

*  fand  pounds  more  than  the  other,  left 
'  her  by  her  godmother,  and  fhe  can't, 
'  help  being  a  little  piqued  j  though,' 
faid  he,  *  it  was  a  propofal  they  could  not 
'  expecl  fliould  fucceed  ;  for  there  is  np-? 
f  thing  in  her  perfoh  nor  mind;  and  her 
'  fortune,  as  that  muft  have  been  the 
(  only  inducement,  would  not  do  by  any 
'  means  ;  and  fo  I  difcouraged  it  at  once/ 

'  I  am  thinking,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  of 
f  another  mortifying  thing  too ;  that 

*  were  you  to  marry  a  lady  of  birth  and 
'  fortune  anfwerable  to  your  own,  all  the 
f  eve  to  the  day  would  be  taken  up  in 
«  reading,  figning,  and  fealing,  of  fet- 
'  tlements,  and  portion,  and  fuch  like  : 

*  but  now  the  poor  Pamela  brings  you 
<  Bpthing  ajt  all;  And  the  very  cloaths 

*  me 


{he  wears,  fo  very  low  is  flie,  are  <?n- 
tirely  the  effects  of  your  bounty,  and 
that  of  your  good  mother :  this  makes 
me  a  little  fad  :  for,  alas !  Sir,  I  am  ib 
much  opprefTed  by  your  favours,  and 
the  fenfe  of  the  obligations  I  lie  under, 
that  I  cannot  look  up  with  the  confi- 
dence that  I  otherwife  mould  on  this 
awful  occafion.' 

'  There  is,  my  dear  Pamela,'  faid  he, 
where  the  power  is  wanting,  as  much 
generpfity  in  the  will  as  in  the  action. 
To  all  that  know  your  ttory,  and 
your  merit,  it  will  appear  that  I  cannot 
recompence  you  for  what  I  have  made 
you  fuffer.  You  have  had  too  many 
hard  ftruggles  andexercifes;  and  have 
nobly  overcome;  and  who  mall  grudge 
you  the  reward  of  the  hard- bought 
victory  ? — This  affair  is  fo  much  the 
act  of  my  own  will,  that  I  glory  in 
being  capable  of  diftinguifhingfo  much 
excellence;  and  my  fortune  is  the  more 
pleafureable  to  me,  as  it  gives  me  hope, 
that  I  may  make  you  fome  part  of  fa- 
tisfaction  for  what  you  have  under- 
gone.1 

«  This,  Sir,'  faid  I, «  is  all  gcodnefs, 
unmerited  on  my  fide;  and  makes  my 
obligations  the  greater!  I  canonly  wiih 
for  more  worthiness ! — But  how  £oor 
is  it  to  offer  nothing  but  words  for  fucli 
generous  deeds !  And  to  fay  /  oi?(^/— - 
For  what  is  a  wiih,  but  the  acknow- 
ledged want  of  power  to  oblige,  and  a 
demonftration  of  one's  poverty  in  every 
thing  but  will?'' 

*  And  that,  my  dear  girl,'  faid  he, e  is 
every-thing :  'tis  .all  I  want :  'tis  all 
that  heaven  itfelf  requires  of  us  :  but 
no  more  of  thefe  little  doubts,  though 
they  are  the  natural  impulfes  of  a  gene- 
rous and  grateful  heart:  I  want  not  to 
be  employed  in  fettlements.  Thofe  are 
for  fuch  to  regard,  who  make  conveni- 
ence and  fortune  the  prime  confedera- 
tions. I  have  pofleffions  ample  enough 
for  us  both;  and  you  deferve  to  mare 
them  with  me ;  and  you  mail  do  it,  with 
as  little  referve,  as  if  you  had  brought 
me  what  the  world  reckons  an  equiva- 
lent :  for,  as  to  my  own  opinion,  you 
bring  me  what  is  infinitely  more  valu- 
able, an  experienced  truth,  a  well-tried 
virtue,  and  a  wit  and  behaviour  more 
than  equal  to  the  ftation  you  will  be 
placed  in  :  to  fay  nothing  of  this  fweet 
perfon,  that  itfeif  might  captivate  a 
monarch;  and  of  the  meeknefs  of  tem- 
per,  and  iweetnefsof  difpofition,  which. 
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'  makes  you  fuperior  to  all  the  women  I 

*  ever  faw.' 

Thus  kind  and  foothing,  and  honour- 
ably affectionate,  was  the  dear  gentle- 
man, to  the  unworthy,  doubting,  yet  af- 
fured  Pamela;  and  thus  patiently  did  he 
indulge,  and  generoufly  pardon,  my  im- 
pertinent weaknefs.  lie  offered  to  go 
himfelf  to  Lady  Jones,  in  the  morning, 
and  reveal  the  matter  to  her,  and  deiire 
her  fecrecy  and  prefence;  but  I  faid,  that 
would  dilbblige  the  young  Lady  Darn- 
fords.  *  No,  Sir,'  laid  I,  *  I  will  call  my- 
4  felf  upon  your  generous  kindnefs;  for 
'  why  mould  I  fear  the  kind  protector  of 
'  my  weaknefs,  and  the  guide  and  di- 

*  rector  of  my  future  fteps  ?' 

*  You  cannot,'  faid  he,'  forgive  Mrs* 

*  Jewkes;  for  Jibe  muit  know  it;  and  fuf- 
'  fer  her  to  be  with  you?? — *  Yes,  Sir,* 
faid  1^  '  I  can  :    me  is  very  civil  to  me 

*  now:  and  her  former  wickednefs  I  will 
'  forgive,  for  the  fake  of  the  happy  fruits 
4  that  have  attended  itj  and  b,ecaufejvc& 

*  mention  her.' 

«  Well,'  faid  he,  <  I  will  call  her  in  if 
*"  you  pleafe.'— -*  As  you  pleafe,  Sir,! 
faid  I.  And  he  rung  for  her;  and  when 
me  came  in,  he  faid-—4  Mrs.  Jewkes,  I 
*'  am  going  to  entruil  you  with  a  fecret/ 
— '  Sir,'  arifwered  lhe,cl  \villbe  fr.re  to 
keep  it  as  fuch.1-—*  Why/  faid  he, '  we 
intend  to-morrow,  privately  as  pof- 
fible,  for  our  wedding-day ;    and  Mrr 
Peters,  and  Mr.  Williams,  are  to  be 
here,  as  to  breakfaft  with  me,  and  ta 
ihew  Mr.  Peters  my  little  chapel.  As 
foon  as  the  ceremony  is  over,  we  will 
take  a  little  airing  in  the  chariot,  as  we 
have  done  at  other  times;  and  fo  it  will 
not  be  wondered  that  we  are  dreffed. 
And  the  two  parfon shave  prom ifed  fe* 
crecy,  and  will  go  home.  I  believe  you^. 
cannot  well  avoid  letting  one  of  the 
maids  into  the  fecret  j  but  that  I'll  leave 
to  you.' 

*  Sir,'  replied  fhe,  c  we  ajl  con.cludecj. 
it  would  be  in  a  'few  days  !  and  I  doubt 
it  wont  be  long  a  fecret.' — {  No,'  faid 

ic,  '  I  don't  delire  it  mould;  but  you 


know  we  are  not  provided  for  a  pub- 
lick  wedding,  and  I  mall  declare  it 
when  we  go  to  Bed  ford  (hire,  which 
won't  be  long.  JSut  the  men,  who  lie 
•in  the  out-houfes,  need  not  know  it; 
for,  by  fome  means  or  other,  my  filter 
Dayers  is  acquainted  with  all  tha| 
paffes.' 

'  Do  you  know,  Sir,'  faid  fhe,  « that 

her  ladyfhip  intends  to  be  down  here 

C  C  .«  witfc 
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'  with  you,  in  a  few  days?  Her  fervant 
4  told  me  fo,  who  brought  you  the  letter 
'  you  was  angry  at.' 

*  I  hope,'  faid  he, (  we  fhall  be  fet  out 
e  for  t'other  houfe  firft;    and  fhall  be 
'  pleafed  fhe  lofes  her  labour." — {  Sir,' 
continued  fhe,  '  her  ladyfhip   propofes 

*  to  be  here  time  enough  to  hinder  your 
fl  uuptJals,  which  fhe  takfcs,  as  we  did, 
'  will  be  the  latter  end' of  next  week.' — 

*  Well,'  laid  IKJ,  *  let  her  come;  but  yet 
'  I  defne  not  to  fee  her.' 

Mrs.  Jewkes  laid  to  me — '  Give  me 
e  leave,  Madam,  to  wifh  you  all  manner 
'  of  happinefs :  but  I  am  afraid  I  have  too 
'  well  obeyed  his  honour,  to  be  forgiven 
'  by  you/ — c  Indeed,  Mis.  Jewkes,'  re- 
turned I,  *  you  will  be  more  your  own 
'  ^enemy  than  I  will  be,  I  will  look  all 

*  forward:    and   fhall  not  prefrme,  fo 
'  much  as  by  a  whifper,  to  fet  my  good 
e  matter  againft  any  one  he  pleaies  to 
'  approve  of:  and  as  to  his  old  fervants, 

*  I  fhall  always  value  them,  and  never 
'  offer  to  di61ate  to  his  choice,  or  influ- 

*  ence  it  by  my  own  caprices.' 

'  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid  my  mafter, '  you 
'  find  you  have  no  caufe  to  apprehend 
<  ahy-thing.  My  Pamela  is  very  placa- 
'  ble;  and  as  we  have  both  been  fmners 
'  together,  we  muft  both  be  included  in 
'  one  aft  of  grace.' 

1  Such  an  example  of  condefcenfion,  as 
'  I  have  before  me,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  laid  I, 
'  may  make  you  very  eafy;  for  I  muft 
'  be  highly  unworthy,  if  I  did  not  forego 
'  all  my  little  refentments,  if  I  had  any, 
'  for  the  fake  of  fb  much  goodnefs  to 
«  myfelf.' 

*  YOU  are  very  kind,  Madam,'  faid 
me;  *  and  you  may  depend  upon  it,  I 
'  will  atone  for  all  my  faults,  by  my  fu- 

*  turc  duty  and   refpeft  to  you,  as  well 
f  as  to  my  mafter.' 

'  That's  well  faid  on  both  fides,'  faid 
he;  '  but,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  to  allure  you, 
'  that  my  good  girl  here  has  no  malice, 

*  !he  choofes  you  to  attend  her  in  the 

*  morning  at  the  ceremon  y,  and  you  mutt 
'  keep  up  her  fpirits.' — '  I  fh.iH,'  replied 
fhe,  *  be  very  pro  ".id  of  the  honour: — 
'  but  I   cannot.  Madam,  but,,  wonder 
'  to  fee  you  fo  very   low-fpirited,   as 

*  you  huve  been  thefe  two  or  three  days 
<Nrpaft,  with  fb  much  happinefs  before 
'  yon."1 

"'  Why,  Mrs.  Jewkes/  anfwered  I, 
'  there  can  be  but  one  reafon  given;  and 
«  that  is,  that  I  am  a  fad  fool !—  But, 

*  indeed,  I  am  not  ungrateful  neither; 


nor  would  I  put  on  a  fooliih  affeftru 

tion:  but  my  heart,  at'times,  finks, 

within  me;  I  know  not  why,  except  at 

my   own  unworthinefs,   and  becaufe 

the  honour  done  me  is  too  high  for  me 

to  fupport  myfelf  under,  as"  I  mould 

do.     It  is  an  honour,  Mrs.  Jewkes,' 

added  I,  *  I  was  not  bom  to;  and  no. 

*  wonder,  then,  I  behave  fo  aukwardly.' 

She  made  me  a  fine  compliment  upon  it, 

and  withdrew,  repeating  her  pvomifes  of 

care,  fecrecy,  Sec. 

He  parted  from  me  with  very  great 
tendernefs;  and  I  came  up  and  fet  to 
writing,  to  amufe  my  thoughts ,  and  wrote 
thus  far.  And  Mrs.  Jewkes  being  come 
up,  and  it  being  paft  twelve,  I  will  go  to- 
bed;  but  not  one  wink,  I  fear,  fhall  I  get 
this  night. — I  could  beat  myfelf  for  an- 
ger. Sure  there  is  nothing  ominous  in. 
this^  Orange  folly!— Buc  I  fuppofe  all 
young  maidens  are  the  fume,  fo  near  fo 
great  a  change  of  condition,  though  they 
carry  it  off  more  difcreetly  than  I. 
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I  Might  as  well  have  not  gone  to-bed 
laftni^htyforwhatfleeplhad.  Mrs. 
Jewkes  often  was  talking  to  me,  and  faid 
feveral  things  that  would  have  been  well 
enough  from  any-bodyelfeof  ourfex;  but 
the  poor  woman  has  fo  little  purity  of 
heart,  that  it  is  all  fay  from  her,  and 
goes  no  further  than  the  ear.  * 

I  fancy  tny  mafter  has  not  flept  much 
neither;  for  I  heard  him  up,  and  walking 
about  his  chamber,  ever  fihce  break  of 
day.  To  bje  fure,  good  gentleman!  he 
muft  have  foine  concern,  as  well  as  I  ;  for 
here  he  is  going  to  marry  a  poor  foolifh 
unworthy  girl,  brought  up  on  the  cha- 
rity, as  one  may  fay  (fat  leaft  bounty,)  of 
his  worthy  family!  And  this  foolifh  girl 
muft  be,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  after 
twelve  o'clock  this  clay,  as  much  his 
wife,  as  if  he  were  to  many  a  dutchefs  ! 
And  here  he  muft  ftand  the  fhocks  of 
commonreflecYion:  '  The  great  Mr.  B. 
*  has  done  finely  !  He  has  married  his  poor 
*'  fervant  wench  T  will  fame  fay.  The 
ridicule  and  rude  jefts  of  his  equals,  and 
companions  too,  he  muft  (land  :  and  the 
difdain  of  his  relations,  and  indignation 
of  Lady  Davers,  his  lofty  fifter!  Dear 
good  gentleman,  he  will  have  enough  to 
do,  to  be  fure  !-—  O  how  fhall  I  merit  all 
thefe  things  at  his  hands  ?  'I  can  only  do. 

<  the, 


P  A  M  E  L  A. 


201 


the  beft  I  can  ;  and  pray  to  God  to  re- 
ward him  ;  and  refolve  to  love  him  with 
a  pure  heart,  and  lervehim  with  a  fmcere 
obedience.  I  hope  the  dear  gentleman 
will  continue  to  love  me  for  this,  for, 
alas !  I  have  nothing  elle  to  offer !  But, 
as  I  can  hardly  expect  fo  great  a  blefllng, 
if  I  can  be  fecure  from  his  contempt,  I 
(hall  not  be  unfortunate;  and  huift  bear 
his  indifference,  if  his  rich  friends  fliould 
infpire  him  with  it,  and  proceed  with  do- 
ing my  duty  with  chearfuhiefs. 


HALF  AN   HOUR   PAST   EIGHT 
O'CLOCK. 

MY  good  clear  mafter,  my  kind 
friend,  my  generous  benefactor, 
my  worthy  protector,  and  Oh !  all  the 
good  words  in  one,  my  affectionate  huf- 
band,  that  is  faon  to  be  (be  curbed  in 
my  proud  heart,  know  thyfeif,  and  be 
confcious  of  thy  unworthinefs  1 — )  has 
juft  left  me,  with  the  kindeft,  tendereft 
expreffions,  and  g'entleft  behaviour,  that 
ever  bleft  a  happy  maiden.  He  approach- 
ed me  with  a  fort  of  reined-in  rapture. 
'  My  Pamela!'  laid  he, '  may  I  juft  afk 

*  after  your  employment  ?  Don't  let  me 
'  chide  my  dear  girl  this  day,  however. 

*  The  two  parfons  will  be  here  to  break  - 

*  faft  with  ILS  at  nine;  and  yet  yoxi  are 

*  not  a  bit  cherted !  Why  this  abfence  of 
'  mind,  and  i'weet  irrefolution !' 

1  Why,  Indeed,  Sir/  faid  I,  <  I  will 
'  fet  about  a  reformatum  this  initant.* 
He  faw  the  Common-Prayer  Book  ly- 
ing in  the  window.  '  I  hope,""  faid  he, 

*  my  lovely  maiden  has  been  conning 
'  the   leflbn   me  is    by-and-by   to   re- 
'  peat.     Have  you  net,  Pamela?"   and 
clafped  his  arms  about  me,  and  kiiTcd 
me.   '  Indeed,  Sir/  faid  I, «  I  have  been 

*  reading  over  the  folemn   fervice.*— • 

*  And  what  thinks  my  faireft'  (for  fo  he 
called  me)  *  of  it?1—*  O  Sir,  'tis  very  aw- 
'  ful,  and  makes  one  ihudder,  to  reflect 
'  upon  it!' — l  No  wonder/  faid  he.,  '  it 
'  lliould  affect  s"nyfwc:et  Pamela:  I  have 
'  been  looking  into  it  this  morning,  and 
'  I  can't  fay  but  I  tkink  it  a  folemn,  but 
'  very  fuitable  fervice.     Bat  this  I  tell 

*  my  dear  love,'  continued  he,  and  again 
clafped  me  to  hi-m,  '  there  is  not  a  tittle 
'  in  it  that  I  cannot  joyfully  fubfcribe  to-: 
'  and  that,  my  dear  Panic-la, ihould  make 
1  you  eafy,  and  join  chearfully  in  it  with 

*  me.'     I  kifTed  his  dear  hand;  '  O  my 

*  generou?,  kind  protector/  faid  I,<  how 


*  gracious   is   it  to   confirm   thus   the 
1  doubting  mind  of  your  poor  fervantji 
'  which  apprehends  nothing  fomuch  as 
'  her  own  unworthinefs  of  the  honour 
'  and  bkffing  that  await  her !'— He  was 
pleafed  to  fay — '  I  know  well,  my  dearelt 

*  creature,  that,  according  to  the  liber  - 

*  ties  we  people  of  fortune  generally  give 
f  ourfelves,  I  have  promifed  a  great  deal, 
1  when  I  fay  fo.     But  I  would  not  have 
'  faid  it,  if,  deliberately,  I  could  not  with 

*  all  my  heart.     So  banifh  from  your 

*  mind  all  doubt  and  uneafmefs ;  let  a 
'  generous  confidence  in  me  take  place; 

*  and  let  me  fee  it  does,  by  your  chqar- 
'  fulnefs  in  this  day's  foiemn  bufinefs; 
'  and  then  I  will  love  you  for  ever!' 

'  May  God  Almighty,  Sir/  {aid  I, 
1  reward  all  your  goodnefs  to  me!— - 
1  That  is  all  I  can  fay.  But,  oh!  how 

*  kind  it  is  in  you,  to  fupply  the  want 
'.of  the  prefence  and  comfortings  of  a 
'  dear  mother,  of  a  loving  filter,  or  of 

*  the  kind  companions  of  my  own  fex, 
'  which  moil  maidens  have,  to  foothe 

*  their  anxieties  on  the  Co  near  approach 

*  of  fo  awful  a  folemnityJ — You,  Sir, 
'  are  all  thefe  tenders-relations  in  one  to 
'  me !     Your  condefcenfions  and  kind- 

*  nefs  mall,  if  pofTi'ole,  embolden  me  'o 

*  look  up  to  you  without  tkat  fweet  ter- 
'  ror  that  rauft  confound  po'or  baHiful 
'  maidens,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  when 

*  they  are  furrender-jd  up  to   a  more 
1  doubtful happiriefc,  andtohalf-ftrange 

*  men,   whofe   good    faith,    and   good 

*  ufage  of  them,  muft  be  lefs  experience  J, 
{  and  is  all  involved  in  the  dark  bofom 
'  of  futurity,  and  only  to  be  proved  by 
«  the  event.' 

*  This,  my  dear  Pamela/  laid  he,  *  is 
'  moft  kindly  faid!  It  (hews  me  that  you 
'-  enter  gratefully  into  my  intenfion. 
'  For  I  would,  by  my  conduct,  fupply 

*  all  thefe  dear  relations  to  you;  and  i 
£  voluntarily  promife,  from  my  heart,  to 
'  you,  what  I  think  I  could  not,  with 
'  fuch  affured  refolutions  of  perform - 
'  ance,  to  the  higheit-born  lady  in  the 

*  kingdom.     For,  let  me  tell  my  fweet 
'  girl,  that,  after  having  been  long  toffed 
f  by  theboifterous  winds  of  a  more  cul- 
'  pable  pafTion,  I  have  now  conquered 

*  it,  and  am  not  fo  much  the  victim  of 
f  your  beauty,  all  charming  as  you  are, 

*  as  of  your  virtue  ;  and  therefore  may 
'  more  boldly  promife  for  myfelf,  hav- 

*  ing  fo  ftable  a  foundation  for  my  affec- 

*  tion ; which, fliould  this  outward  beauty 

*  fail,  will  increase  \\ith  your  virtue,  and 

C  c  a  *  fhine 
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mine  forth  the  brighter,  as  that  is  more 
illuftrioufly  difplayed,  by  the  aug- 
mented opportunities  which  the  condi- 
tion you  are  now  entering  into  will  af- 
ford you.1 — O  the  dear  charming  man! 

how  nobly,   how  encouragingly  kind, 

was  all  this  ! 

I  could  not  fuitably  exprefs  myfelf; 

and  he  laid — e  I  fee  my  girl  is  at  a  loi's 

*  for  words !     I  doitbt  not  your  kind  ac- 

*  ceptance  of  my   declarations.     And 

*  when  I  have  acled  too  much  the  part  of 

*  a  libertjine  formerly,  for  you  to  look 

*  back  without  fome  anxiety,  I  ought 

*  not,  being  now  happily  convi6led,  to 

*  fay  lefsi. — But  why  lofes  my  girl  her 
'  time?     1  will  now  only  add,  that  I 
c  hope  for  many  happy  years,  to  make 

*  good,  by  my  conduct,  what  fo  wil- 
«  lingly  flows  from  my  lips.' 

He  kitted  me  again,  and  faid — *  But, 

*  whatever  you  do,  Pamela,  be  chear- 
«  ful;  for  elfe,  may-be,  of  the  fmall  com- 

*  pany  we  mall   have,  fome  one,  not 

*  knowing  how  to  account  for  your  too 

*  nice  modefty,  will  think  there  is  fome 

*  other  perfon  in  .the  world,  whofe  ad- 

*  dreifes  would  be  ftill  more  agreeable  to 

*  you.1 

This  he  faid  with  an  air  of  fvreetnefs 
and  pleafantry;  but  it  alarmed  me  ex- 
ceedingly, and  made  me  refolve  to  appear 
as  calm  and  chearful  as  pofTible.  For 
this  was,  indeed,  a  rnoft  affecting  expref- 
fion,  and  enough  to  make  me,  if  any 
thingcan,  behave  as  lought,  and  to  force 
my  idle  fears 'to  give  way  to  hopes  fo 
much  better  grounded. — And  I  began 
almoft,  on  this  occafion,  to  wifh  Mr. 
Williarns  were  not  to  marry  me,  left  I 
mould  behave  like  a  fool;  and  fo  be  lia- 
ble to  an  imputation,  which  I  mould  be 
nmft  unworthy,  if  I  defervfed. 

So  I  fet  about  dreiiing  me  inftantly; 
and  he  lent  Mrs.  Jewkes  to  allift  me. 
But  I  am  never  long  a  drafting,  when  I 
let  about  it;  and  my  mdfter  has,  now  giv- 
en me  a  hint,  that  will,' for  half  an  hour 
more,  at  leafl,  keep  my  fpirits  in  a  briflc 
circulation.  Yet  it  concerns  me  a  little 
too,  left  he  fhould  have  any  the  leaft  flia- 
dow  of  a  doubt,  that  I  am  not,  mind  and 
perfon,  entirely.his. 

And  fo  being  now  ready,  and  not 
called  to  breakfaft,  I  fat  down  and  writ 
thus  far. 

I  might  have  mentioned,  that  I  dref- 
fed  myfelf  in  a  rich  white  fa  tin  night- 
gown, that  had  been  my  good  lady's, 
and  my  beft  head-deaths,  £c.  I 


got  fuch  a  knack  of  writing,  that  whcfi 
I  am  by  myfelf;  I  cannot  Yit  without  a 
pen  in  my  hand. — But  I  am  now  called 
to  breakfaft.  I  i'uppofe  the  gentlemen 
are  come! — Now,  courage,  Pamela:  re- 
member thou  art  upon  ttiy  good  beha- 
viour :- Fie  upon  it!  my  heart  begins 

to  flutter  again! — *  Foolifh  heart!  lie 
'  ftill !'  Never)  fure,  was  any  maiden's 
perverfe  heart  under  fo  little  command  as 
mine! — It  gave  itfelf  away,  at  firft, 
without  my  leave;  ithasbeen,  for  weeks, 
prefling  me  with  it's  wifiies ;  and  yet  now, 
when  it  mould  be  happy  itlelf,  and  make 
me  fo,  it  is  throb,  throb,  throb,  like  a 
little  fool !  and  filling  me  with  fuch  un- 
feafonable  miigivings,  as  abate  the  rif- 
ing  comforts  of  all  my  better  profpe£ls. 


THURSDAY,  NEARTHREE  O'CLOCK. 

I  Thought  I  mould  have  found  no  time 
nor  heart  to  write  again  this  day. 
But  here  are  three  gentlemen  come,  un- 
expectedly, to  dine  with  my  mafter;  and 
fo  I  mail  not  appear.  He  has  done  all 
he  could,  civilly,  to  fend  them  away ;  but 
they  ftill  ftay,  though,  I  believe,  he  had 
rather  they  would  not.  And  fo  I  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  write  till  I  go  to 
dinner  myfelf  with  Mrs.  Jewkes  :  for 
my  mafter  was  not  prepared  for  this 
company;  and  it  will  be  a  little  latifli  to- 
day. So  I  will  begin  with  my  happy 
ftory  where  I  left  off. 

When  I  came  down  to  breakfaft,  Mr. 
Peters  and  Mr.  Williams  were  both 
there:  and  as  foon  as  my  mafter  heard 
me  coming  down,  he  met  me  at  the 
door ;  and  led  me  in  with  great  tender  - 
nefs.  He  had  kindly  ipoken  to  them, 
as  he  told  me  afterwards,  to  mention  no 
more  of  the  matter  to  me  than  needs 
muft.  I  paid  my  refpe6ls  to  them,  I 
believe,  a  little  aukwardly,  and  was  al- 
moft  out  of  breath :  but  faid,  I  had  come 
down  a  little  too  faft. 

When  Abraham  came  in  to  wait,  my 
mafter  faid,  (that  the  fervants  mould  not 
miftrurt)-'— '  'Tis  well,  gentlemen,  you 
came  as  you  did;  for  my  good  girl 
and  I  were  going  to  take  an  airing  till  • 
dinner-time".     I  hope  you'll  ftay,  and 
dine  with  me.' — '  Sir,'  laid  Mr.  Pe- 
ers, '  we  won't  hinder  your  airing.     I 
only  came,  having  a  little  time  upon 
my  hands,   to  fee  your   chapel;   but 
muft  be  at  home  at  dinner;  and  Mr. 
Williams  will  dine  with  me.'' — *  Wei 
*  then. 


PAMELA. 


*  then,"1  faicl  my  mafter, f  we  will  purfue 

*  our  intention,  and  ride  out  for  an  hour 

*  or  two,  as  foon  as  I  have  (hewed  Mr. 
4  Peters  my  little    chapel. — Will  you, 

*  Pamela,  after  breakf aft,  walk  with  us 
<  to  it?' — <  //;  if;  faid  I,  and  had  like 
to  have  Hammered,  foolifh  that  I  was!— 

*  If  you  pleafe,  Sir.1     I  could  look  none 
of  them  in  the  face.     Abraham  looking 
at  me—4  Why,  child,'  fakl  my  mafter, 
'  you  have  hardly  recovered  your  fright 

*  yet:  how  came  your  foot  to  flip  ?  'Tis 
'  well  you  did  not  hurt  yourfelf.'     Said 
Mr.  Peters,  improving  the  hint — '  You 

*  haVt  fprained  your  ankle,  Madam,  I 

*  hope.' — '  No,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  I  believe 
4  not;  but  'tis  a  little  painful  to  me.' 
And  fo  it  wasj  for  \  meant  my  foolifh- 
nefs !      *  Abraham,'  faid  my   mafter, 

*  bid  Robin  put  the  hories  to  the  coach, 

*  inftead  of  the  chariot;  and  if  thefegen- 

*  tlemen  nvill  go,  we  can  fet  them  down . ' 
— «  No  matter,  Sir,'  faid  Mr.  Peters  :  *  I 
'  had  as  lieve  walk,  if  Mr.  Williams 

*  choofes  it.' — '  Well,  then, 'faid  my  ma  - 
Her,  *  let  it  be  the  chariot,  as  I  told  him.' 

I   could  eat   nothing,  though  I  at- 

temped  it;  and  my   hand  (hook   fo,  I 

fpilled  fome  of  my  chocolate,  and  fo  put 

it  down  again ;  and  they  were  all  very 

good,  and   looked  another  way.     My 

mafter  faid,  when  Abraham  was  out — 

I  have  a  quite  plain  ring  here,  Mr. 

Peters  :  and  I  hope  the  ceremony  will 

dignify  the  ring;  and  that  I  mail  give 

my  girl  reaibn  to  think,  it,  for  that 

caufe,  the  moft  valuable  one  that  can 

be  prefented  her.'     Mr.  Peters  faid, 

lie  was  fure  I  mould  value  it  more  than, 

the  richeft  diamond  in  the  world. 

I  had  bid  Mrs.  Jewkes  not  to  drefs 
herfelf,  left  (he  mould  give  caufe  of  mif- 
truft;  and  (he  took  my  advice. 

When  breakfaft  was  over,  my  mafter 
faid,  before  Abraham — <  Well,  gentle- 
'  men,  we  will  ftep  into  the  chapel ;  and 

*  you  muft  give  me  your  advice,  as  to 
4  the  alterations  I  defign.     I  am  in  t*he 
4  more  hafte,  becaufe  the  furvey  you  are 

*  going  to  take  of  it,  for  the  akeratfons, 
4  will  take  up  a  little  time;  and  we  (Hall 
4  have  but  a  fmall  fpace  between  that 

*  and  dinner,  for  the  little  tour  1  def;gn 
f  to  make. — Pamela,  you'll  give  us  your 
4  opinion,  won't  you  ?' — '  Yes,  Sir,'  faid 
Ij   *  111  come  after  you.' 

So  they  went  out,  and  I  fat  down  in 
the  chair  again,  and  fanned  myfelf :  *  I 

*  am  fick  at  heart,'  faid  I.   « I  think, 
«  Mrs.  Jcwkca,'     Said  foe— '  Shall  I 


4  fetch  you  a  little  cordial  !'  —  *  No/ 
faid  I,  '  I  am  fad  fool  !  I  want  fpirits, 
4  that's  all.'  She  took  her  fmeliing- 
bottle,  and  would  have  given  it  me:  but 
I  faid  —  '  Keep  it  in  your  hand;  may-be  I 
'  mall  want  it  ;  but  I  hope  not.' 

She  gave  me  very  good  words,  and 

begged  me  to  go  :  and  I  got  up;  but  my 

knees  beat  fo  againft  one  another,  I  was 

forced  to  fitdovvn  again.     But,  at  laft,  I 

held  by  her  arm,  and,  pafling  by  Abra- 

ham, I  faid  —  *  This  ugly  flip,  coming 

down  (lairs,  has  made  me  limpthoughj 

fo  I  muft  hold  by  you,  Mrs.  Jewkes. 

Do  you  know  what  alterations  there 

are  to  be  in  the  chapel,  that  we  muft 

give  our  opinions  on  them  ?' 

Nan,  (lie  told  me,  was  let  into  the  fe- 

cret;  and  (lie  had  ordered  her  to  ftay  at 

the  chapel-  door,  to  fee  that  nobody  came 

in.     My  dear  mailer  came  to  me,  at  en- 

tering the  chapel,  and  took  my  hand, 

and  led  me  up  to  the  altar.  *  Remember," 

*  my  dear  girl,'  whifpered  he,  *  and  be 

*  chearful.'—  '  I  am,  I  will,  Sir,'  faid 
I;  but  hardly  knew  what  I  faid  ;  and  fo 
you  may  believe,  when  I  faid  to  Mrs. 
Jewkes  —  *  Don't  leave  me  ;  pray,  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes,  don't  leave  me  ;'  as  if  I  had  all 
confidence  in  her,  and  none  where  it  was 
moft  due.    Sofhekeptclofeto  me.    God 
forgive  me  !  but  I  never  was  fo  abfent  in 
my  life,  as  atfirft;  even  till  Mr.  Wil- 
liams had  gone  on  in  the  fervice,  fo  far 
as  to  the  awful  words  about  '  requiring 

*  us>  as  n,ve  Jhould  anfiver  at  the  dread- 
'  fulday  of  judgment  ;'  and  then  the  fo- 
lemn  words,  and  my  matter's  whifpering 
—  -  '  Mind  this,  my  dear,"  made  me  ftarti 
Said  he,    ftill  whifpering  —  '  K.no\vyou. 
f  any  impediment  ?'  I  blufhed,  and  faid, 
foftly  —  *  None,  Sir,  but  my  great  un- 

*  worthinefs.' 

Then  followed  the  fweet  words,  <  Wilt 


4  thou  ba*ve  this  woman  to  thy 
*  nvifeS  Sec-,  and  I  began  to  take  heart 
a  little,  when  my  deareft  matter  anfwered 
audibly,  to  thisqueftion,  *  /  <u«Y/.'  But 
I  could  only  make  a  curtfey,  when  they 
aflced  me;  though  I'm  fure,  my  heart 
was  readier  than  my  fpeech,  and  an- 
fwered to  every  article  of  obey,  fer^us* 
love,  and  honour. 

Mr.  Peters  gave  me  away,  and  I  faid 
after  Mr.  Williams,  as  well  as  I  could, 
as  my  dear  mafter  did,  with  a  much  bet- 
ter grace,  the  words  of  betrothmentj 
and  the  ceremony  of  the  ring  parting 
next,  I  received  the  dear  favour  at  hi* 
worthy  hands,  with  a  moft  grateful  h^art  ; 

and 
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ai>d  he  was  pltafed  to  fay  afterwards  in 
the  •  hai'wU,  that  when  he  had  done  fay- 
ing— '  With  this  ring  I  thee  <iucd,  &c.'  I 
raadeacurtfey,  and  laid — *  Thank  yon, 
Sir.1  May-be  I  did;  for  I  am  lure  it 
was  a  niott  grateful  part  of  the  fervice, 
and  my  heart  was  overwhelmed  with  his 
goodnefs,  and  the  tender  grace  where- 
with he  performed  it.  I  was  very  glad 
that  the  next  part  was  the  prayer,  and 
kneeling;  for  I  trembled  fo,  I  could 
hardly  ftand,  betwixt  fear  and  joy. 

The  joining  of  our  hands  afterwards, 
the  declaration  of  our  being  married,  to 
the  few  witneiTes  prefent1;  for,  reckoning 
Nan,  whofe  curio/Sty  would  not  let  her 
ttay  at  the  door,  there  were  but  Mr.  Pe- 
ters, Mrs.  Jewkes,  and  me ;  the  blfcifing, 
thepfalm,  and  the  fublequent  prayers, 
and  the  concluding  exhortation,  were  fo 
many  bcR'ititul,  welcome,  and  lovely 
parts  of  this  divine  office,  that  my  heart 
began  to  be  delighted  with  them,  and  my 
ipirits  to  be  a  little  freer. 

And  thus,  my  deareft,  dear  parents, 
is  your  happy,  thrice  happy  Pamela,  at 
lalt  married  ;  and  to  whom  ? — Why,  to 
Jier  beloved,  gracious  matter !  the  lord 
of  her  wiihes  !  and  thus  the, dear,  once 
naughty  afiailer  of  her  innocence,  by  a 
hkiled  turn  of  Providence,  i-s  become  the 
kind,  tlie generous  protector  and  reward  - 
cr  of  it.  God  be  evermore  biefted  and 
praifed  !  and  maks  me  not  wholly  un- 
worthy of  fuch  a  tranfcendent  honour! 
and  blefs  and  reward  the  dear,  dear,  good 
gentleman,  who  has  thus  exalted  his  un- 
worthy fervant,  and  given  her  a  place, 
which  the  greateft  ladies  would  think 
themfelves  happy  in ! 

My  mafter  fainted  me  moft  ardently, 
and  faid — *  God  give  yon,  my  dear  love, 
'  tismuch  joy  on  thisoccaiion,  as  I  have/ 
And  he  prefented  me  to  Mr.  Peters,  who 
faluted  me  ;  and  faid — *  You  may  ex- 
'  cufe  me,  dear  Madam  ;  for  I  gave  you 
'  away,  and  you  are  my  daughter.1 
And  Mr.  Williams  modeftly  withdj  aw- 
ing a  little  way — *  Mr.  Williams,'  faid 
any  mafter,  '  pray  accept  my  thanks, 

*  and  wifh  your  fifter  joy.'     So  he  fa- 
luted  me  too;  and  faid — 'Moft  heartily, 

*  Madam,  I  do.     And  I  will  fay,  that 

*  to  fee  fo  much  innocence  and  virtue  fo 
'  eminently   rewarded,    is  one   of    the 
'  greateft  pleafures  I  have  ever  known.' 
This  my  mafter  took  very  kindly. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  would  have  kiffed  my 
kand  at  the  chapel-door  j  but  I  put  my 


arms  about  her  neck,  for  I  had  got  a 
new  recruit  of  Ipirits  juft  then;  and  kiffed 
her,  and  faid—'  Thank  you,  Mrs. 
*  Jewkes,  for  accompanying  me.  I  have 
'  behaved  fadly.' — •  No,  Madam,'  laid 
me,  '  pretty  well,  pretty  well!1 

Mr.  Peters  walked  out  with  me;  and 
Mr.  Williams  and  my  mafter  came  out 
after  us,  talking  together. 

Mr.  Peters,  when- we  came  into  the 
parlour,  faid — '  I  once  more,  Madam, 
muilwiih  you  joy  on  this  happy  occa- 
fidn.     I  wifli  every  day  may  add  to 
yov.r  comforts;  and  may  you  very  long 
rejoice  in  one  another  !  for  you  are  the 
loveliell  couple  I  ever  faw  joined.'     I 
told  him,  I  was  highly  obliged  to  his  kind 
opinion,  and  good  wi flies  j  and  hoped  my 
future  conduct  would  not  make  me  un- 
worthy of  them. 

My  good  benefactor  came  in  with  Mr. 
Willir.ms  :     '  So,  my  dear  life,'    faitl 
he,  '  how  do  you  do  ?    A  little  more 
conipofed,  I  hope  !  Well,  you  fee  this 
is  not  to  dreadful  an  affair  as  you  ap- 
prehended.* 

'  Sir,'  faid  Ml*.  Peters,  very  kindly, 
'tis  averyfolemn  circumftance  ;  and  I 
love  to  fecit  fo  reverently  and  awfully 
entered  upon.  It  is  a  moft  excellent 
fign ;  for  the  moft  thoughtful  begin- 
nings make  the  moft  prudent  proceed- 
ings/ 

,  Mis.  Jewkes,  of  her  own  accord, 
came  in  with  a  large  filver  tumbler,  rilled 
with  fack,  andatoaft,  and  nutmeg,  and 
ill  gar;  and  my  mafter  faid — '  That's  well 
*  thought  of,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  for  we  have 
£  made  but  fony  breakfaftings.'  And 
he  would  make  me  take  fome  of  the  toaft; 
as  they  all  did,  and  drank  pretty  hearti- 
ly :  and  I  drank  a  little,  and  it  cheared 
my  heart,  I  thought,  for  an  hour  after. 
My  mafter  took  a  fine  diamond  ring 
from  his  finger,  and  prefented  it  to  Mr. 
Peters,  who  received  it  very  kindly.  And 
to  Mr.  Williams  he  Mid — *  My  old  ac- 
quaintance, I  have  reserved  for  you, 
again  ft  a  variety  of  felicitations,  the 
living  I  always  defigned  for  you;  and 
I  beg  you'll  prepare  to  take  pofTeiTion 
of  it ;  and  as  the  doing  it  may  be  at- 
tended with  fome  expence,  pray  accept 
of  this  towards  it ;'  and  fo  he  gave  him 
(as  he  told  me  afterwards  it  was)a  bank- 
note of  50!. 

So  did  this  generous  good  gentleman 
blefs  us  all,  and  me  in  particular;  for 
whofe  fake  he  was  as  "bounteous  as  if  h« 
had  married  one  of  the  nobleft  fortunes. 

So 
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So  he  took  his  leave  of  the  gentlemen, 
recommending  iecrecy  again,  for  a  few 
days,  and  they  left  him  j  and  none  of  the 
fervants  fufpecled  any  thing,  as  Mrs. 
Jewkes  believes.  And  then  I  threw  my- 
ieif  at  his  feet,  blcffed  God,  and  bleiTed 
him  for  his  goodriefs  ;  and  he  overwhelm  - 
ed  me  with  kindnefs,  calling  me  hisfweet 
bride,  and  twenty  lovely  epithets,  that 
fweli  my  grateful  heart  beyond  the  power 
of  utterance. 

He  afterwards  led  me  to  the  chariot  j 
snd  we  took  a  delightful  tour  round  the 
neighbouring,  villages  ;  and  he  did  all  he 
could,  to  diffipate  thofe  ftill  perverle 
anxieties  that  dwell  upon  my  rnind,  and, 
do  what  I  can,  fpi'eacl  too  thoughtful  an 
air,  as  he  tells  me,  over  my  counte- 
nance. 

We  came  home  again  by  half  an  hour 
after  one ;  and  he  was  pleafing  himfeif 
with  thinking,  not  to  be  an  hour  out  of 
my  company  this  blefTecl  day,  that  (as  he 
was  fo  good  as  to  fay)  he  might  ini'pire 
me  with  a  familiarity  that  mould  improve 
my  confidence  in  him-,  when  he  was  told, 
that  a  footman  of  Sir  Charles  Hargrave 
had  been  here,  to  let  him  know,  that  his 
m after,  and  two  other  gentlemen,  were 
on  the  road  to  take  a  dinner  with  him,  in 
their  way  to  Nottingham. 

He  was  heartily  vexed  at  this,  and  faid 
to  me,  he  mould  have  been  glad  of  their 
companies  at  any  other  time  ;  but  that  it 
was  a  barbarous  intrufion  now  ;  and  he 
\vifiied  they  had  been  told  he  would  not 
be  at  home  at  dinner :  *  And  befides,' 
laid  he,  '  they  are  horrid  drinlcers  5  and 
I  fhan't  be  able  to  get  them  away  to- 
night, perhaps ;  for  they  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  travel  round  the  country, 
and  beat  up  their  friends  quarters  all 
the  way  j  and  'tis  all  one  to  them, 
whether  they  flay  a  night,  or  a  month 
at  a  place.  But,'  added  he,  «  I'll  find 
fome  way,  if  I  can,  to  turn  them  off, 
after  dinner. — Confound  them,'  faid 
le,  in  a  violent  pet,  « that  they  mould 
come  this  day,  of  all  the  days  in  the 
year !' 

We  had  hardly  alighted,  and  got  in, 
before  they  came :  three  mad  rakes  they 
feemed  to  be,  as  I  looked  out  of  the 
window,  fetting  up  a  hunting-note,  as 
foon  as  they  came  to  the  gate,  that  made 
the  court-yard  echo  again ;  and  {'mack- 
ing  their  whips  in  concert. 

So  I  went  up  to  my  chamber,  and  faw 
(what  made  my  i'ea  t  throb)  Mrs. 
Jewkes' s  officious  pains  to  put  the  room 


in  order  for  a  gueft,  thit,  however  wel- 
come, as  now  my  duty  teaches  me  to  fay, 
is  yet  dreadful  to  me  to  think  of.  So  I 
took  refuge  in  my  clofet,  and  had  recourfe 
to  pen  and  ink,  for  my  amufement,  and 
to  divert  my  anxiety  of  mind.  If  one's  - 
heart  is  fo  fad,  and  onc"s  appreheniions 
fo  great,  where  one  fo  extremely  loves, 
and  is  fo  extremely  obliged ;  what  muft 
be  the  cafe  of  thole  poor  maidens,  who. 
are  forced,  for  fordid  views,  by  their  ty- 
rannical parents  or  guardians,  to  marry 
the  man  they  alraolt  hate,  and,  perhaps, 
to  the  lofs  ot"  the  man  they  moll  love  ?  O 
that  is  a  fad  thing,  indeed ! — And  what 
have  not  fuch  cruel  parents  to  anfwer 
for?  And  what  do  not  fuch  poor  inno- 
cent victims  fuifer?  —  But,  blelTcJ  be 
God,  this  lot  is  tar  from  being  mine  ! 

My  good  mafter  (for  I  cannot  yet  have 
the  prefumption  to  call  him  by  a  more 
tender  name)  came  up  to  me,  and  faid — 
*  Well,  I  juficame  to  afk  my  dear  bride/ 
(O  the  charming,  charming  word!) 
how  (lie  does  ?  I  fee  you  are  writing, 
my  dear,'  faid  he.  '  Thefe  confound- 
ed rakes  are  half  mad,  I  think,  and 
will  make  me  fol  However/  faid  he, 
I  have  ordered  my  chariot  to  be  got 
ready,  as  if  I  was  under  an  engage- 
ment five  miles  off,  and  will  let  them 
out  of  the  houfe,  if  poflible  ;  and  then- 
ride  round,  and  come  back,  as  icon  as 
I  can  get  rid  of  them.  I  find,'  faid 
le,  '  Lady  Davcrs  is  full  cf  or.r  affairs. 
She  has  taken  great  freedoms  with  me, 
before  Sir  Charles  ;  and  they  have  ail 
been  at  me,  without  mercy  ;  and  I  was 
forced  to  be  very  ll-rio'us  with  them, 
or  elfe  they  would  have  come  up  to 
have  fecn  you,  fince  I  would  not  call 
you  down.'  He  kilfed  me,  and  faid— 
I  mall  quarrel  with  them,  if  I  can't  get 
them  away  ;  for  I  have  loll  two  or  three 
precious  hours  with  my  fours  delight:* 
and  fo  he  went  down. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  aflced  me  to  walk  down 
to  dinner  in  the  Hide  parlour.  I  went ' 
down,  and  me  was  fo  complaifant  as  to 
offer  to  wait  upon  me  at  table  j  and 
would  not  be  perfuaded,  without  diffi- 
culty, to  fit  down  with  me.  But  I  in- 
filled me fhould :  'For,'  faid  T, «  it  would 
be  very  extraordinary,  if  one  mould 
fo  foon  go  into  fuch  diitance,  Mrs. 
Jewkes. — Whatever  my  new  ftation 
may  require  of  me,'  added  I,  ( I  hope 
I  fliall  always  cdnducr.  myielf  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  pride  and  infolence  ihali 
bear  no  part  in  my  character.' 

*  Yon 
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<  You  are  very  good,  Madam,'  faid 
me ;  *  but  I  will  always  know  my  duty 
*  to  my  mailer's  lady.' — *  Why  then,' 

replied  I,  '  if  I  muft  take  ftate  upon 

me  fo  early,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  let  me  exa  61 

from  you  what  you  call  your  duty  ; 

and  fit  down  with  me  when  I  defire 

you/ 

This  prevailed  upon  her;  and  I  made 
a  Ihift  to  get  down  a  bit  of  apple-pie, 
and  a  little "cuftard;  but  that  was  all. 

My  good  matter  came  in  again,  and 
fa;j: — <  Well,  thank  my  Ibrs !  thcfe 
'  rakes  are  going  now  ;  but  I  muft  fet 
^  out  with  them,  and  I  choofe  my  cha- 
(  riot  ;  for  if  I  took  horfe » I  Ihould  have 
'  difficulty  to  part  with  them ;  for  they 
^  are*  like  a  fnow-ball,  and  intend  to 
e  gather  company  as  they  go,  to  make 

*  a  merry  tonr  of  it  for  feme  days  to- 

*  gether. 

*We  both  got  up,  when  he  c?me  in : 

*  Fie,  Pamela!'  laid  he  ;  ?  why  this  ce- 

*  rcmony  now  ? — Sitftill,  Mrs.  Jewkes.' 
-»-'  Nay,  Sir,'  laid  Ihe,  *  Ivyas  loth  to  lit 
f  down  ;  but  my  lady  would  have  me.' 
*— <  She  is  very  right,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid 
my  mafter,  and  tapped  me  on  the  cheek ; 

*  for  we  are  yet  but  half  married ;  and 
'  fo  Ihe  is  not  above  half  your  lady  yet ! 
«  — Don't  look  fo  down,  don't  be  fo  filent, 
f  my  cleareft,'  faid  he ;  why,  you  hardly 
f  fpoke  twenty  words  to  me  all  the  time 

*  we  were  out  together.     Something  I 

*  will  allow  for  your  balhfulfweetnefsj 

*  b.ut  not   too  much. — Mrs.  Jewkes, 
6  have  you  no.  pleafant  tales  to  tell  my 

*  Pamela,  to  make  her  fmile,  till  I  re- 
«  turn  r — <•  Yes,  Sir,'  faid  me, « I  could 
(  tell  twenty  pleafant  ftories;  but  my 

*  lady  is  too  nice  to  hear  them  ;  and  yet, 
"•  I  hope,  I  Ihould  not  be  mocking  i;ci- 

*  ther.' — c  Ah  !  poor  woman  !'  thought 
I ;  *  thy  chafteft  ftories  will  make  amo- 

*  deft  perfon  blufh,  if  I  know  thee;  and 

*  I  defire  to  hear  none  of  them.' 

My  mafter  faid— '  Tell  her  one  of  the 
f  morteft  you  have,  in  my  hearing.'— 
f  Why,  Sir,'  faid  Ihe,  '  I  knew  a  bafli- 
4  ful  young  lady,  as  Madam  may  be, 
(  married  to~ — '  *  Dear  Mrs.,  Jewkes,' 
interrupted  I,  '  no  more  of  your  ftory,  I 

*  befeecn  you  5 1  don't  like  the  beginning 
f  of  it.' — *  Go  on,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  faid 
my  mafter.     'No,  pray,  Sir,  don't  re - 

*  quire    it,'    faid    I,    '  pray  don't.1-— 

*  Well,'  faicUhe,  '  then  we'll  have  it 

*  another  time,  Mrs.  Jewkes.' 
Abraham  coming  in  to  tell  him,  the 

were  going,  and  that  Jiis  cha- 


riot  was  ready—*  I  am  glad  of  that,* 
laid  he,  and  went  to  them,  and  fet  out 
with  them. 

I  took  a  turn  in  the  garden  with  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  after  they  were  gone  :  and,  hav- 
ing walked  awhile,  f  laid,  I  mould  be 
glad  of  her  company  clown  the  elm- 
walk,  to  meet  the  chariot :  for,  Oh !  I 
know  not  how  to  look  up  at  him,  when 
he  is  with  me;  nor  how  to  bear  his  ab- 
fence,  when  I  have  reafon  to  expect  him : 
what  a  ftrange  contradiction  is  there  in 
this  unaccountable  paffion  ! 

What  a  different  afpeft  every  thing  in 
and  about  this  koufe  bears  now,  to^iny 
thinking,  to  what  it  once  had  !  The 
garden,  the  pond,  the  alcove,  the  elm- 
walk.  But,  O !  my  prifon  is  become 
my  palace  5  and  no  wonder  every  thing 
wears  another  face ! 

We  fat  down  upon  the  broad  ftile, 
leading  towards  the  road;  and  Mrs. 
Jewkes  was  quite  another  perfon  to  me, 
to  what  Ihe  was  the  laft  time  I  fat  there. 

At  laft  my  beft  beloved  returned,  and 
alighted  there.  '  What,  my  Pamela,* 
(andMrs.  Jewkes  thenleftme,)  '  what,' 
(faid  he,  and  kifled  me)  '  brings  you 

*  this  way?    I  hope,  to  meet  me.'— 
<  Yes,  Sir,'  faid  I.     «  That's  kind,  in- 
«  deed,'  faid  he ;  '  but  why  that  averted 
'  e^e  ? — that  downcaft  countenance,  as 
'  if  you  was  afraid  of  me  ?' — *  You  mult 

*  not  think  fo,  Sir,'  faid  I.     *  Revive 
c  my  heart  then,'  faid  he, '  with  a  more 

*  chearful  afpeft  ;'and  let  thst  over-anx- 

*  ious  folicitude  which  appears  in  the 

*  moft  charming  face  in  the  world,  be: 
4  chafed  from  if.     Have  you,  my  dear 

*  girl,  any  fears  that  I  can  dimpate  ;  any 
'  doubts  that  I  can  obviate;  any  hope's 
'  that  I  can  encourage  ;  any  requeft  that 
'  I  can  gratify  ? — Speak,  "my  dear  Pa- 

*  mela ;  and  if  I  have  power,  but  fpeak, 
'.  and  to  purchafe  one  fmile,  it  Ihajl  be 
«  done!' 

*  I  cannot,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  have  any 
'  fears,  any  doubts,  but  that  I  lhall  never 

*  be  able  to  deTerve  all  your  goodnefs, 

*  I  have  no  hopes,  but  that  my  future 
£  conduct  may  be  agreeable  to  you,  and 
(  my  determined   duty  well  accepted, 

*  Nor  have  I  any  requeft  to  make,  but 

*  that  you  will  forgive  all  my  imperfec- 

*  tions  ;  arid,  among  the  reft,  this  foolilh 
(  weaknefs,  that  makes  me  feem  to  you? 

*  after  all  the  generous  things  that  Inive 
'  pafled,  to  want  this   further  conde* 

*  fcenfion,  and  thefe  kind  affurances, 
*_  JBut,  indeed,  Sir,  I  am  oppreffed  by 
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*  your  bounty  j  my  fpirits  fink  under 

*  the  weight  of  it  j  and  the  oppreflion  is 
t  ftill  the  greater,  as  I  fee  not  how,  pof- 

*  iibly,  in  my  whole  future  life,  by  all  I 

*  can  do,    to  merit  the  leail  of  your 

*  favours.' 

*  I  know  your  grateful  heart/  faidhe; 

*  but  remember,   my  dear,    what   the 
'  lawyers  tell  us,  tlxat  marriage  is  the 

*  higheft  confideration   which  the  law 

*  knows.     And  this,  my  fweet  bride, 
'  has  made  you  mine,  and  me  yqur's  j 
€  and  you  have  the  beft  claim  in  the 
'  world  to  (hare  my  fortune  with  me. 

*  But,  fet  that  confideration  afide,  what 

*  is  the  obligation  you  have  to  me  ?  Your 

*  mind  is  pure  as  that  of  an  angel,  and 

*  as  much  tranfcends  mine.     Your  wit, 

*  and  your  judgment,  to  make  you  no 
'  compliment,  are  more  than  equal  to 

*  mine  :  you  have  all  the  graces  that 

*  education  can  give  a  woman,  improved 

*  by  a  genius  which  makes  thole  graces 

*  natural  to  you.   You  have ^  fweetnefs 

*  of  temper,  and  a  noble  fmcerity,  be- 
'  yond  all  comparifon  ;  and  in  the  beau- 
'  ty  of  your  perfon,  you  excel  all  the 
c  ladies  I  ever  faw.     Where  then,  my 

*  deareft,  is  the  obligation,  if  not  on  my 

*  fide  to  you  ? — But  to  avoid  thefe  com- 

*  parifons,  let  us  talk  of  nothing  hence- 

*  forth  but  equality;  although,  if  the 
'  riches  of  your  mind,  and  your  ua- 
'  blemifhed  virtue,  be  let  againft  my  for- 

*  tune  (which  is  but  an  accidental  good, 

*  as  I  may  call  it,  and  all  I  have  to  boaft 

*  of,)  the  condefcenfion  will  be  your' s  ; 
'  and  I  mall  not  think  I  can  pombly 

*  deferve  you,  till,  after  your  fweet  ex- 
"  ample,  my  future  life  mall  become 

*  nearly  as  blamelefs  as  your's.* 

'  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  what  comfort  do 

*  you  give  me,  that,  inftead  of  my  being 
c  in  danger  of  being  enihared  by  the 
'  high  condition  to  which  your  goodnefs 
'  has  exalted  me,  you  make  me  hope, 

*  that  I  mail  be  confirmed  and  approved 

*  by  you ;  and  that  we  may  have  a  pro- 
'  fpe£t  of  perpetuating  each  other's  hap- 
'  pinefs,  till  time  mall  be  no  more  !— 
'  But,  Sir,  I  will  not,  as  you  once  cau- 

*  tioned  me,  be  too  ferious.     I  will  re- 
'  folve,  with  thefe  fweet  encouragements, 
'  to  be  in  every  thing  what  you  would 

*  have  me  be :  and  I^hope  I  fliall,  more 

*  and  more,  (hew  you  that  I  have  no  will 

*  but  your's.'     He  kiffed  me  very  ten- 
derly, and  thanked  me  for  this  kind  af- 
furance,  as  he  called  it. 

And  fo  we  entered  the  houfe  together, 


EIGHT   O  CLOCK    AT    NIGHT. 

NOW  thefe  fweet  afTurances,  my 
dear  father  and  mother,  you  will 
fay,  muft  be  veiy  confolatory  to  me ;  and 
being  voluntary  on  his  lide,  were  all  that 
could  be  wifhed  for  on  mine  ;  and  I  was 
refolved,  if  poflible, '  to  fubdue  my  idle 
fears  and  apprehenlions. 


TEN  0  CLOCK  AT  NIGHT. 

AS  we  fat  at  fupper,  he  was  generoufly 
kind  to  me,  as  well  in  his  actions, 
as  exprefiions.     He  took  notice,  in  the 
moft  delicate  manner,  of  my  endeavour. 
to  conquer  my  foibles  j  and  faid — '  I  fee, 
with  pleafure,  my  dear  girl  ftrives  to 
comport  herfelf  in  a  manner  fui table 
to  my  wimes  :  I  fee,  even  through  the 
fweet  tender  ftruggles  of  your  over-nice 
modetly,  how  much  I  owe  to  your  in- 
tentions of  obliging  me.     As  I  have 
once  told  you,  that  I  am  the  conquell 
more  of  your  virtue  than  your  beauty  ; 
fo  not  one  alarming  word  or  look  mail 
my  beloved  Pamela  hear  or  fee,  to  give 
her  reafon  to  fufpecl:  the  truth  of  what 
I  aver.     You  may  the  rather  believe 
me,'  continued  he,  f  as  you  may  fee 
the  pain  I  have  to  behold  any  thing 
that  concerns  you,  even  though  your 
concern  be  caufelefs.     And  yet  I  will 
indulge  my  dear  girl's  baihful  weak- 
nefs  fo  far,  as  to  own,  that  fo  pure  a 
mind  may  fuffer  from  apprehenfion,  on 
fo  important  a  change  as  this;  and  I 
can  therefore  be  only  difpleaied  with 
fuch  part  of  your  conduct,   as  may 
make  your  fufterings  greater  than  my 
own ;  when   I  am  refolved,   through 
every  ftage  of  my  future  life,  in  all 
events,  to  ftudy  to  make  them  lefs.' 
After  fupper,  of  which,  with  all  his 
fweet  perfuafions,  I  could  hardly^  tatte,  h« 
made  me  drink  two  glaffes  of  Cham- 
paign, and  afterwards  a  glafs  of  fack; 
which  he  kindly  forced  upon  me,  by  nam- 
ing your  healths:  and  as  the  time  of  re- 
tiring drew  on,  he  took  notice,  but  in  a 
very  delicate  manner,  how  my  colour 
went  and  came,  and  how  foolimly   I 
trembled.     Nobody  furely,  in  fuch  de- 
lightful circumftances,  ever  behaved  fo 
fitly ! — And  he  faid—*  My  deareft  girl, 

*  I  fear  you  have  had  too  much  of  my 
s  company  for  fo  many  hours  together; 

*  and  would  better  recollect  yourfelf,  if 

D  d  'you 


208 


PAMELA. 


1  you  retired  for  half  an  hour  to  your 
«  clofet.' 

I  wifhed  for  this,  but  durft  not  fay  ib 
much,  left  he  lliould  be  angry;  for  as  the 
hours  grew  on,  I  found  my  apprehenfions 
iucreafe,  and  my  filly  heart  was  the  un- 
quieter,  every  time  I  could  lift  up  my 
eyes  to  his  dear  face;  fo  fweetly  terrible 
did  he  appear  to  my  apprehenfions.  I 
faid — «  You  are  allgoodnefs,  dear  Sir;' 
and  I  boldly  kilted  his  dear  hand,  and 
preHTed  it  to  my  lips  with  both  mine. 
And  fainting  me  very  fervently,  he  gave 
me  his  hand,  feeing  me  hardly  able  to 
iland,  and  led  me  to  my  chamber-door, 
and  then  moft  generoufly  withdrew. 

I  went  to  my  clofet;  and  the  firft 
thing  I  did,  on  my  knees,  again  thanked 
God  for  the  bleffing  of  the  day;  and  be- 
ib ught  his  divine  goodnels  to  conduct  my 
future  life  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  mould 
make  me  a  happy  inftrument  of  his 
glory.  After  this,  being  now  left  to  my 
own  recollection,  I  grew  a  little  more 
aflured  and  lightfome;  and  the  pen  and 
my  paper  being  before  me,  amufed  my- 
felf  with  writing  thus  far. 


ELEVEN    O'CLOCK   THURSDAY 
NIGHT. 

MRS.  Jewkes  being  come  up  with 
a  mellage,  defiling  to  know,  whe- 
ther her  matter  may  attend  upon  me  in 
my  clofet;  and  hinting  to  me,  that,  how- 
ever, fhe  believed,  he  did  not  expect  to 
find  me  tlere,  I  have  fent  word,  that  I 
beg  he  would  indulge  me  one  quarter  of 
an  hour. — So,  committing  myfelf  to  the 
mercies'  of  the  Almighty,  who  has  led 
me  through  fo  many  ftrange  fcenes  of 
terror  and  affrightment,  to  this  happy, 
yet  awful  moment,  I  will  wifh  yon,  my 
dear  parents,  a  good  night;  and  though 
vou  will  not  fee  this  in  time,  yet  I  know 
.(  have  your  hourly  prayers,  and  there- 
fore cannot  fail  of  them  now.  So  good- 
night, good-night!  Godblefs  you,  and 
God  blefs  me.  Amen,  Amen,  if  it  be 
his  blelfed  will,  fubfcribesjoz^r  ever  du- 
tiful daughter! 


FRIDAY  E VISING. 


OKow  this  dear  excelknt  man  in- 
>  r.is  in  rvfry  thing !  Every 
hour  :  ,  ,>ier  by  his  ivveet 

"•-  former. 


He  pities  my  weaknefs  of  mindyaltowj 
for  all  rny  little  foibles,  endeavours  to 
diffipate  my  fears;  his  words  are  fo  pure, 
his  ideas  fo  chafte,  and  his  whole  beha- 
viour  Ib  fweetly  decent,  that  never,  fnrely, 
was  fo  happy  a  creature  as  your  Pamela  I 
I  never  could  have  hoped  fuch  a  huiband 
could  have  fallen  to  my  lot :  and  much 
lefs,  that  a  gentleman,  who  had  allowed 
himfelf  in  attempts,  that  now  I  will  en- 
deavour to  forget  forever,  fhoold  have 
behaved  with  fo  very  delicate  and  unex- 
ceptionable a  demeanor.  No  light  frothy 
jeffs  drop  from  his  lips;  no  alarming 
railleries;  no  offenfive  expreflions,  nor  in- 
fulting  airs,  reproach  or  wound  the  ears 
of  your  happy,  thrice  happy  daughter. 
In  fliort,  he  fays  every  thing  that  may 
embolden  me  to  look  up,  with  pleafure, 
upon  the  generous  author  of  my  happi- 
nefs_ 

At  breakfaft,  when  I  knew  not  how 

to  fee  him,  he  emboldened  me  by  talking 

ofjoUy  my  dear  parents;  afubjecl  he  ge» 

nerouily  knew,  I  could  talk  of:  and  gave 

me  alfurances,  that  he  would  make  you 

both  happy.    He  faid,  he  would  have  me- 

fend  you  a  letter  to  acquaint  you  with  my 

nuptials;  and,  as  he  could  make  bufmefi 

that  way,  Thomas  mould  carry  it  pur- 

pofely,  as  to-morrow.  c  Nor  will  I,'  faid 

he,  *  my  dear  Pamela,  defire  to  fee  your 

writings,  becaufe  I  told  you  I  would 

not;  for  now  I  will,  in  every  thing, 

religion  fly  keep  my  word  with  my  dear 

fpoufe,  (O  the  dear  delightful  word!) 

and  you  may  fend  all  your  papers  ta 

them ,  from  thofe  they  have,  down  to  this 

happy  moment;  only  let  me  beg  they 

will  preferve  them,  and  let  me  have 

them  when  they  have  read  them ;  as  alfo 

thofe  I  have  not  feen;  which,  however, 

I  defire  not  to  fee  till  then;  but  then 

mail  take  it  for  a  favour,  if  you  will 

grant  it.' 

*  It  will  be  my  pleafure,  as  well  as  my 
duty,  Sir,1  faid  I, '  to  obey  you  in  every 
thing:  and  I  will  write  up  to  the  con- 
clufion  of  this  day,  that  they  may  fee 
how  happy  you  have  made  me.' 
I  know  you  will  both  join  with  me  to 
blefs  God  for  his  wonderful  mercies  and 
goodnefs  to  you,  as  well  as  to  me:  for  he 
was  pleafed  to  afk  me  particularly  after 
your  circumftances,  and  faid,  he   had 
taken  notice,  that  I  had  hinted,  in  fome 
of  my  firft  letters,  that  you  owed  money 
in  the  world ;  and  he  gave  me  fifty  gui- 
neas, and  bid  me  fend  them  to  you  in  my 
packet,  to  pay  your  debts,  as  jfar  as  they 

•would 


PA  MELA. 


209 


would  go;  and  that  you  would  quit  your 
prefent  bufmeis,  and  put  yourielf,  and 
jny  dear  mother,  into  a  creditable  ap- 
pearance i  and  he  would  find  a  better 
place  of  abode  for  you  than  that  you  had, 
whm  he  ret  irned  to  Bedfordshire.  O 
how  (hall  I  bear  all  thefe  exceeding  great 
and  generous  favours! — I  fend  them, 
wrapt  up,  ilve  guineas  in  a  parcel,  in 
double  papers. 

To  me  he  gave  no  lefs  than  one  hun- 
dred guineas  more;  and  faid — 'I  would 

*  have  you,  my  dear,  give  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
s  when  you  go  away  from  hence,  what 
'  you  think  fit  out  of  thefe,  as  from  your- 

*  felf.' — f  Nay,  good  dear  Sir,'  faid  I, 

*  let  that  be  what  you  pleafe.' — '  Give 

*  her  then,'  faid  he,  *  twenty  guineas,  as 

*  a  compliment  on  your  nuptials.    Give 
'  Colbrand  ten  guineas  :  give  the  two 
'  coachmen,  five  guineas  each;  to  the 

*  two  maids  at  this  houfe,  five  guineas 

*  each :  give  Abraham  five  guineas  ;^give 
'  Thomas  five  g-ineas;  and  give  the  gar - 
'  deners,  groqms,  and  helpers,  twenty 
'  guineas  among  them.  And  when,'  laid 
he,  *  I  return  with  you  to  the  other  houfe, 
'  I  will  make  you  a  fuitable  prefent,  to 
'  buy  you  fuch  ornaments  as  are  fit  for 

*  my  beloved  wire  to  appear  in.     For 
'  now,  my  Pamela,'  continued  he, '  you 

*  are  not  to  mind,  as  you  once  propcfed, 

*  what  other  ladies  will  fay,  but  to  ap- 
c  pear  as  my  wife  ought  to  do.     Elie  it 

*  will  look  as  if  what  you  thought  of,  r.s 
f  a  means  to  avoid  the  envy  of  others  of 
'  your  fex,  was  a  wilful  flight  in  me, 

*  which,  I  hope,  I  never  fliall  be  guilty 

*  ofj  and  I  will  (hew  the  world,  that  I 
'  value  you  as  I  ought,  and  as  if  I  had 
'  married  the  firil  fortune  in  the  king- 

*  dom:    and  why  mould  it  not  be  fo, 

*  when  I  know  none  of  the  firft  quality 

*  that  matches  you  in  excellence  ? 

He  faw  I  was  at  a  lofs  for  words,  and 
faid — *  I   fee,  my   dearefl    bride!    my 

*  fpoufe!  my  wife!  my  Pamela!  your 

*  grateful  confufion/     And  kitting  me, 
as  I  was  going  to  fpeak — '  I  will  flop 
'  your  dear  mouth,'  faid  he:  *  you  fliall 
'  not  fo  much  as  thank  me;  for  when  I 

*  have  done  ten  times  more  than  this,  I 

*  fliall  but  poorly  exprefs  my  love  for  fo 

*  much  beauty  of  mind,  and  lovelinefs  of 

*  perfon;   which   thus,'   faid    he,    and 
elafped  me  to  his  generous  bofom,  *  I  can 

*  proudly  now  call  my  own ! ' — O  how,my 
dear  parents,  can  I  think  of  any  thing, 
but  redoubled  love,  joy,  and  gratitude! 

And  thus  gensroufly  did  he  banifli 


from  my  mind  thofe  painful  reflections, 
and  bam ful  apprehenllons,  that  made  me 
dread  to  ice  him  for  the  fir  it  time  this  day, 
when  I  was  called  to  attend  him  at  break- 
fail;  and  made,  me  all  eafe,  compoiurfc 
and  tranquillity. 

He  then,  thinking  Ifeemed  fomewhat 
thoughtful,  propofed  a  little  turn  in  the 
chariot  till  dinner-time:    and  this  was 
another  fweet  relief  to  me;  and  he  dU 
verted  me  with  twenty  agreeable  rela- 
tions, of  what  obiervations  he  had  made 
in  his  travels;  and  gave  me  the  charac- 
ters of  the  iadies  and  gentlemen  in  his 
other  neighbourhood;  telling  me  whole 
acquaintance  he  would  have  me  molt  cul- 
tivate.    And  when  I  mentioned  Lady 
Davers  with  apprehennon,  he  faid — *  Tq> 
be  fure,  I  love  my  fifter  dearly,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  violent  fpirit ;  and  I  know 
me  loves  me^   and  I  can  aliow  a  little 
for  her  pride,  becaufe  I  know  what  my 
own  fo  lately  was  ;  and  becaule  me 
knows  not  my  Pamela,  and  her  excel- 
lencies, as  I  do.     But  you  muft  not, 
my  dear,  forget  what  belongs  to  your 
character,    as  my  wife,  nor   meanly 
ftoop  to  her;  though  I  know  you  will 
choofe,  by  fuftnefc,  to  try  to  move  her 
to  a  proper  behaviour.     But  it  (hall  be 
my  part  to  fee,  that  you  do  not  yield 
too  much. 

'  However,'  continued  he, '  as  I  would 
not  publickly  declare  my  marriage 
here,  I  hope  fhe  won't  come  near  us 
till  we  are  in  Bedfordfhire;  and  then, 
when  flie  knows  we  are  married,  fnc 
will  keep  away,  if  (lie  is  not  willing  to 
be  reconciled;  for  flie  dares  not,  furely, 
come  to  quarrel  with  me,  when  (he 
knows  it  is  done;  for  that  would  have 
a  hateful  and  wicked  appearance,  as  if 
flie  would  try  to  make  differences  be- 
tween man  and  wife. — But  \ve  will 
have  no  more  of  this  fubjecl,  nor  talk  of 
any  thing,'  added  he,  '  that  fliall  give 
concern  to  my  dearelt.'  And  fo  he 
changed  the  talk  to  a  more  pleaTinp  i'nh- 
jecl:,  and  faid  the  kindeft,  and  moit 
foothing  things  in  the  world. 

When  we  came  home,  which  was  about 
dinner-time,  he  was  the  fame  obliging, 
kind  gentleman;  and,  in  fliort,  is  itudi- 
ous  to  fhew,  on  every  occafionvhis  gene- 
rous  affeftion  to  me.  And,  after  dinner, 
he  told  me,  he  had  already  written  to  his 
draper  in  town,  to  provide  him  new  live- 
ries; and  to  his  late  mother's  mercer,  to 
fend  him  down  patterns  of  the  molt  fa- 
Ihionable  filks,  for  my  choice.  I  told 
D  d  a  him, 
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bim,  I  was  unable  to  exprefs  my  grati- 
tude for  his  favours  and  generofity:  and 
as  he  knew  beft  what  befitted  his  own 
rank  and  condition,  I  would  wholly  re- 
mit myfelf  to  his  good  pleaAire.  But, 
by  all  his  repeated  bounties  to  me,  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  nature,  I  could  not  hut 
look  forward  with  awe  upon  the  condi- 
tion to  which  he  had  exalted  me;  and 
now  I  feared  I  fhould  hardly  be  able  to 
aft  up  to  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhould 
juftify  the  choice  he  had  condefcended  to 
make:  but  that,  I  hoped,  I  fhould  have 
not  only  his  generous  allowance  for 
my  imperfections,  which  I  could  only 
afiurehim  fhould  not  be  wilful  ones,  but 
his  kind  inftruclions;  and  that  as  often 
as  he  obferved  any  part  of  my  conduct 
iuch  as  he  could  not  entirely  approve,  he 
would  let  me  know  it  ;  and  I  would 
think  his  reproofs  of  beginning  faults  the 
kindeft  and  moft  affectionate  things  in 
the  world}  becaufe  they  would  keep  me 
from  committing  greater;  and  be  a 
means  to  continue  to  me  the  bleffing  of 
his  good  opinion. 

He  anfwered  me  in  the  kindeft  man- 
ner.j  and  affured  me,  that  nothing  fliould 
ever  lie  upon  his  mind  which  he  would 
not  reveal,  and  give  me  an  opportunity 
cither  of  convincing  him,  or  being  con- 
vinced myfelf. 

He  then  afked  me,  when  I  fliould  be 
willing  to  go  to  the  Bedfordfliire  houfe  ? 
I  faid,  whenever  he  pleaied.  '  We  will 
come  down  hither  again  before  the 
winter,'  faid  he, '  if  you  pleafe,  in  order 
to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  you  have 
begun  with  Lady  Jones,  and  Sir  Si- 
mon's family;  and,  if  it  pleafe  God  to 
fpare  us  to  one  another,  in  the  win- 
ter I  will  give  you,  as  I  promifed,  for 
two  or  tKree  months,  the  diverfions  of 
London.  And  I  think,'  added  he, 
if  my  dear  pleafes,  we  will  let  out  next 
week,  about  Tuefday,  for  t'other 
houfe.' — '  I  can  have  no  objection,  Sir,' 
faid  I, '  tQ  any  thing  you  propofe;.  but 
how  will  you  avoid  Mifs  Darnford's 
felicitation  for  an  evening  to  dance  ?'— - 
Why,'  laid  he,  *  we  can  make  Mon- 
day evening  to  do  for  that  purpofe,  if 
they  won't  excufe  us.  But,  if  you 
pleafe,'  faid  he,  <  I  will  invite  Lady 
Jones,  Mr.  Peters  and  his  family,  and 
Sir  Simon  and  his  family  to  my  little 
chapel,  on  Sunday  morning,  and  to 
flay  dinner  with  me  ;  and  then  I  will 
declare  my  marriage  to  them,  becaufe 
jja  dear  life  ihall  not  leave  this  coun- 


«  try,  with  the  leaft  reason  for  *  poflibi- 

*  lity  of  any  body's  doiubting  that  it  i* 
'  fo.*     O I  how  good  was  this !    But, 
indeed,  his  conduct  is  all  of  a  piece, 
noble,  kind,  and  confederate  1    What  a, 
happy  creature  am  I ! — '  And  then,  may- 
'  be,'  faid  he,  *  they  will  excufe  us  till 
'  we  return  into  this  country  again,  as 

*  to  the  ball.    Is  there  any-thing,'  added 
he,  *  that  my  beloved  Pamela  has/z//  to 
'  wifh  ?  If  you  have,  freely  fpeak.' 

*  Hkherto,  mydeareft  Sir,'  replied  I, 
'  you  have  net  only  prevented  my  wifhes, 
'  but  my  hopes,  and  even  my  thoughts, 
'  And  yet  I  muft  own,  fmce  your  kind 
'  command  of  fpeaking  my  mind  feems 
'  to  fhew,  that  you  expect  from  me  I 
'  mould  fay  fomething ;  that  I  have  only 
'  one  or  two  things  to  wifh  more,  and 

*  then  I  fhall  be  too  happy/ — *  Say,* 
faid  he, '  what  they  are.' — '  Sir,'  pro- 
ceeded I,  '  I  am  indeed  afhamed  to  afk 

*  any  thing,  left  it  fhould  not  be  agree* 
'  able  to  you;  and  left  it  fhould  look  as 

*  if  I  was  taking  advantage  of  your  kind 
'  condefcen lions  to  me,  and  knew  not 
'  when  to  be  fatisfied  !' 

'  I  will  only  tell  you,  Pamela/  faid  he, 

*  that  you  are  not  to  imagine,  that  thefe 
4  things,  which  I  have  done,  in  hopes  of 
'  obliging  you,  are  the fudden  impulfes 
'  of  a  nenu  paffion  for  you .   But  if  I  can 

*  anfwer  for  my  own  mind,  they  proceed 
1  from  a  regular  and  uniform  defire  of 

*  obliging  you:  which,  I  hope,  will  laft 

*  as  long  as  your  merit  lafts;  and  that  I 

*  make  no  doubt,  will  be  as  long  as  I 
'  live.    And  I  can  the  rather  anfwer  for 

*  this,  becaufe  I  really  find  fo  much  de- 

*  light  in  myfelf  in  my  prefent  way  of 

*  thinking  and  acting,  as  infinitely  over- 

*  pays  me ;  and  which,  for  that  reafon, 

*  I  am  likely  to  continue  for  both  our 

*  fakes.     My  beloved  wife,  therefore/ 
faid  he, f  for  methiriks  I  am  grown  fond 

*  of  a  name  I  once  defpifed,  may  ven- 
'  ture  to  fpeak  her  mind;  and  I  will  pro-r 
'  mife,  that  fo  far  as  it  is  agreeable  to  me, 
'  and  I  chearfully  can,  I  will  comply; 
'  and  you  will  not  infift  upon  it,  if  that 
<  mould  not  be  the  cafe.7 

'  To  be  fui  e,  Sir,'  faid  I, '  I  ought  not, 

*  neither  will  I.  And  nowyou  embolden 
'  me  to  become  an  humble  petitioner,  and 

*  that,  as  I  ought,  upon  my  knees,  for  the 

*  reinftating  fuch  of  your  fervants,  as  I 

*  have  been  the  unhappy  occafion  of  their 

*  difobligingyou.'  He  railed  me  up,  and 
faid — *  My  beloved  Pamela  has  too  often 
'  been  in  this  fuj>j>liant  pofture  .to  me, 

«  te 
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<  to  permit  it  any  more.  Rife,  my 
«  fairell,  and  let  me  know  whom,  in  p-ir- 
'  ticular,  you  would  reinftate  ;'  and  he 
kindly  held  me  in  his  arms,  and  prefTed 
me  to  his  beloved  bolbrn.  *  Mrs.Jervis, 
'  Sir/  faid  I,  '  in  the  firft  place,  for  ihe 
'  is  a  good  woman;  and  the  misfortunes 

*  me  has  had  in  the  world,  make  your 

*  difpleafure  mod  heavy  to  her.' 

«  Well/  faid  he,  '  who  next  ?'—  <  Mr. 
'  Longman,  Sir,1  faid  I;  '  and  I  amfure, 
'  kind  as  they  have  been  to  me,  yet 

*  would  I  not  afk  it,  if  I  could  not  vouch 

*  for  their  integrity,  and  if  I  did  not 
'  think  it  was  my  dear  matter's  interett  to 
'  have  fuch  good  fervants.' 

'  Have  you  any  thing  further?'  faid 
he.  '  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  your  good  old  but- 
'  ler,  who  has  fo  long  been  in  your  fa- 
'  mily,  before  the  day  of  your  happy 

*  birth,  I  would,  if  I  might,  become  an 

*  advocate  forP 

'  Well,'  faid  he,  «  I  have  only  to  fay, 
'  that  had  not  Mr.  Longman  and  Mrs. 
'  Jervis,  and  Jonathan  too,  joined  in  a 
'  body,  in  a  bold  appeal  to  Lady  Davers, 

*  which  has  given  her  the  infolent  handle 

*  me  has  taken  to  intermeddle  in  my  af- 
4  fairs,  I  could  eafily  have  forgiven  all 
'  the  reft  of  their  condu&j  though  they 

*  have  given  their  tongues  no  little  licence 

*  about  me  :  but  I  could  have  forgiven 
'  them,    becaufe    I  defire  every   body 

*  mould  admire  you  ;  and  it  is  with  pride 

*  that  I  obferve  not  only  their  opinion 

*  and  love/  but  that  of  every  body  elfc 
'  that  knows  you,  juftify  my  own.  —  But 
'  yet,  I  will  forgive  even  this,  becaufe 

*  my  Pamela  deiires  it;  and  I  will  fend 
c  a  letter  myfelf,  to  tell  Longman  what 

*  he  owes  to  your  interpofition,  if  the 

*  eftate  he  has  made  in  my  family,  does 

*  not  fet  him  above  the  acceptance  of  it. 

*  And,  as  to  Mrs.  Jervis,  do  you,  my 
'  dear,  write  a  letter  to  her,  and  give  her 

*  your  commands,  inftantly  on  the  re- 

*  ceipt  of  it,  to  go  and  take  pofieflion  of 
'  her  former  charge;  for  now,  my  deareft 
«  girl,  me  will   be   more   immediately 
'  your  fervant;  and  I  know  you  lovelier 

*  fo  well,  that  you'll  go  thither  with  the 

*  more  pieafare  to  find  her  there.  —  But 
'  don't  think,'  added  he,  '  that  all  this 

*  compliance  is  to  be  for  nothing.''  — 

*  Ah  !  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  tell  me  but  what  I 
'  can  do,  poor  as  I  am  in  power,  but  rich 
'  in  will; 


*  mem/—'  Why,  then,'  faid  he,  «  of 

*  your  own  accord,  reward  me  for  my 


chearful  compliance,  with  one  fweet 
kifs.' — I  inftantly  laid—'  Thus,  then, 
dear  Sir,  will  I  obey;  and,  Oh!  you 
have  the  fweeteft  and  moil  generous 
way  in  the  world,  to  make  that  a  con- 
dition, which  gives  me  double  honour, 
and  adds  to  my  obligations.'    And  ((> 
I  clafped  my  arms  about  his  neck,  ami 
was  not  afhamed  to  kifs  him  once,  and 
twice,  and  three  times,  once  for  every  for- 
given perfon. 

*  Now,  my  deareft  Pamela,'  faid  he, 
what  other  things  have  you  to  afk?- 
Mr.  Williams  is  already  taken  care  of; 
and,  I  hope,  will  be  happy. — Have  you 
nothing  to  lay  for  John  Arnold?' 

*  Why,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  have 
feen  the  poor  fellow's  penitence  in  my 
letters.' — '  Yes,  my  dear,  fo  I  have; 
but  that  is  his  penitence  for  his  having 
ferved  me,  againft  you  ;  and  I  think, 
when  he  would  have  betrayed  me  after- 
wards, he  deferves  nothing  to  be  laid 
or  done  for  him  by  either.' 

'  But,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  this  is  a 
day  of  jubileej  and  the  lefs  he  deferves, 
poor  fellow,  the  more  will  be  your 
goodnefs.  And  let  me  add  one  word; 
That  as  he  was  divided  in  his  incli- 
nations between  his  duty  to  yon,  and 
good  wifhes  to  me,  and  knew  not  how 
to  diftinguifh  between  the  one  and  the 
other,  when  he  finds  us  fo  happily  unit- 
ed by  your  great  goodnefs  to  me,  he 
will  have  no  more  puzzles  in  his  duty  ; 
for  he  has  not  failed  in  any  other  part 
of  it;  but,  I  hope,  will  ferve  you  faith- 
fully for  the  future.' 

*  Well,   then,   fuppofe  I  put  Mrs, 
Jewkes  in  a  good  way  of  bufinefs,  in 
fome  inn,  and  give  her  John  for  a  huf- 
band?  And  then  your  Gipfey  ftory 
will  be  made  out,  that  me  will  have  a 
hufband  younger  than  herfelf.' 

*  You  are  all  goodnefs,  Sir,'  faid  I. 
I  can  freely  forgive  poor  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
and  wifh  her  happy.     But  permit  me, 
Sir,  to  afk,  Would  not  this  look  like 
a  very  heavy  punifhment  to  poor  John? 
And  as  if  you  could  not  forgive  him, 
when  you  are  fo  generous  to  every- 
body elfe  ?' 

He  fmiled,  and  faid — *  O  my  Pamela, 
this,  for  a  forgiving  fpirit,  is  very  fe- 
vere  iipon  poor  Jewkes  :  but  I  (hall 
never,  by  the  grace  of  God,  have  any 
mere  fuch  trying  fervices,  to  put  him 
or  the  reft  upon ;  and  if you  can  for- , 
give  him,  I  think  /  may  j  and  fo  John 
'  ihali 
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(hall  be  at;  your  difpofal.  And  now 
let  me  know,  what  my  Pamela  has 
further  to  wifli  ?' 

*  O  my  deareft  Sir,'  (Hid  I,  '  not  one 
fmgle  wifh  more  has  your  grateful  Pa- 
mela. My  heart  is  overwhelmed  with 
your  goodnefs  !  Forgive  thefe  tears  of 
joy,'  added  I  :  *  you  have  left  me  no  - 
thing  to  pray  for,  but  that  God  will 
blefs  you  with  life,  and  health,  and 
honour,  and  continue  to  me  the  blef- 
fing  of  your  efteem  ;  and  I  ftiall  then 
be  the  happieft  creature  in  the  world.' 
He  clafped  me  in  his  arms,  and  faid—  - 
Yon  cannot,  my  dear  life,  be  fo  hap- 
py in  me,  as  I  am  in  you.  O  how 
heartily  I  defpife  all  my  former  pur- 
fuits,  and  headftrong  appetites  !  What 
joys,  what  true  joys,  flow  from  virtu- 
ous love  ;  joys  which  the  narrow  ibul 
of  the  libertine  cannot  take  in,  nor  his 
thought  conceive  !  —  And  which  I  my- 
felf,  whilft  a  libertine,  had  not  the  leaft 
notion  of!1 

'  But,'  laid  he,  *  I  expected  my  dear 
fpouie,  my  Pamela,  had  fomething  to 
aflc  for  herfelf  :  but  fmce  ail  her  own 
good  is  abforbed  in  the  delight  her  ge- 
nerous heart  takes  in  promoting  that  of 
others,  it  mall  be  my  ftudy  to  prevent 
her  wifhes,.  and  to  make  her  care  for 
herfelf  unneceflary,  by  my  anticipating 
kindnefs.' 

In  this  manner,  my  dear  parents,  is 
your  happy  daughter  blefTed  in  a  huf- 
band  !  O  how  my  exulting  heart  leaps 
at  the  dear,  dear  word  k  —  And  I  have 
nothing  to  de,  but  to  be  humble,  and  to 
look  up  with  gratitude  to  the  all-gra- 
cious Difpenfer  of  thefe  bleffings. 

So,  with  a  thoufand  thanks,  I  after- 
wards retired  to  my  clofet,  to  write  you 
thus  far.  And  having  ccmplcated  what 
I  purpofe  for  this  packet,  and  put  up  the 
kind  obliging  prefent,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  fay,  but  that  I  hope  foon  to  lee 
you  both,  and  receive  your  bleffings  on 
tins  happy,  thrice  happy  occaiion.  And 
fo,  hoping  for  your  prayers,  that  I  may 
preferve  an  humble  and  upright  mind  to 
my  gracious  God,  a  dutiful  gratitude  to 
my  dear  mafrerand  hufband  —  that  I  may 
long  rejoice  in  the  continuance  of  thefe 
bleffings  and  favours,  and  that  I  may 
preicrve,  at  the  fame  time,  an  obliging 
deportment  to  every-one  elfe,  I  conclude 
my  kit,  your  ever  dutiful  and  mofl  happy 
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0  think  itnot  my  pride,  my'  dear  parents, 
that  lets  rne  on  glorying  in  my  change 
of  name.     Yours  will  be  always  dear 
to  me,  and  what  I  mall  never  be  a- 
fhamed  of,  I  am  fure  ?     But  yet — for 

Jucb  a  hufband !—  What  (hall  I  fay, 
(ince  words  are  too  faint  to  exprefs  my 
gratitude,  and  my  joy ! 

1  have  taken  copies  of  my  matter's  letter 
to  Mr.  Longman,  and  mine  to  Mrs. 
Jervis,  which  I  will  fend,  with  the 
further  occurrences,  \vhen  I  go  to  the 
other  dear  houfe,  or  give  you  when  I 
fee  you,  as  I  now  hope  foon  to  do. 

SATURDAY    MORNING,    THE    THIRB 

OF  MY  HAPPY  NUPTIALS. 

I 

IMuft  ttill  write  on,  till  I  come  to  be 
fettled  in  the  duty  of  the  ftation  to 
which  I  am  fo  generoufly  exalted,  ahd 
to  let  you  participate,  with  me,  the  tranf- 
porting  pleafures  that  arife  from  my  new 
condition,  and  the  favours  thatare hour- 
ly heaped  upon  me  by  the  beft  of  huf- 
bands.  When  I  had  got  my  packet  for 
you  finifhed,  I  then  let  about  writing,  as 
he  had  kindly  direfted,me  to  Mrs.  Jervis; 
and  had  no  difficulty  till  I  came  to  iign  my 
name  j  and  fo  I  brought  it  down  with  me, 
when  I  was  called  to  fupper,  unfigned. 
My  good  matter  (for  I  delight  and  al- 
ways fnall,  to  call  him  by  that  name)  hai 
been  writing  to  Mr.  Longman ;  and  he 
laid,  pleafantly — «  See  here,  my  deareft, 
'  what  I  have  written  to  yourfomebody.' 
I  read  as  follows  : 

'    MR.  LONGMAN, 

T  Have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you, 
that  lalt  Thurfday  I  was  married  to 
my  beloved  Pamela.  I  have  had  rea- 
fon  to  be  difobliged  with  you,  and 
Mrs.  Jervis  and  ^Jonathan,  not  for 
your  kindnefs  to,  and  regard  for,  my 
dear  fpoufe,  that  now  is,  but  for  the 
manner,  in  which  you  appealed  to  my 
fitter  Davers;  which  has  made  a  very 
wide  breach  between  her  and  me.  But 
as  it  was  one  of  her  firft  requefts,  that 
I  would  overlook  what  had  paft,  and 
reinftate  you  in  all  your  former  charges , 
I  think  myielf  obliged,  without  the 
leaft  hefitation,  to  comply  with  it.  So, 
if  you  pieafe,  ycii  may  enter  again  up- 
on an  office  which  you  have  always  ex- 
ecuted with  unquestionable  integrity, 
and  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  jours,  &c. 
'  FRIDAY,  AFTERNOON. 

*  I  Ihall 


PAMELA* 


213 


I  fli  all  fet  out  next  Tuefday  or  Wed- 
nefday  for  Bedfordflure  ;  and  defire 
to  find  Jonathan,  as  well  as  you,  in 
your  former  offices  ;  in  which,  I 
dare  fay,  you'll  have  the  more  plea- 
fure,  as  you  have  fuch  an  early  in- 
ihnce  of  the  fentiments  of  my  dear 
wife,  from  whofe  goodnefs  you  may 
expecl  every  agreeable  thing.  She 
writes  herfelf  to  Mrs.  Jcrvis.' 
I  thanked  him  moft  gratefully  for  his 
goodnefs  5  and  afterwards  took  the  above 
y  of  it  j  and  mewed  him  my  letter  to 
Jervis,  as  follows: 


*;op 
'Mr 


rs. 


*    MY    DEAR    MRS.    JE'RVISj 

*  T  Have  joyful  tidings  to  communicate 
•*•  *  to  you.  For  yefterday  I  was  hap- 
pily married  to  the  beft  of  gentlemen, 
your's  and  my  beloved  mailer.  I  have 
only  now  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  inex- 
prembly  happy :  that  my  generous 
benefactor  denies  me  nothing,  rmd 
even  anticipates  my  wifnes.  You  may 
be  fure  I  could  not  forget  my  dear 
Mrs.  Jervis,  and  I  made  itmy  requeft, 
and  had  it  granted,  as  loon  as  alked, 
that  you  might  return  to  the  kind 
charge,  which  you  executed  'with  fo 
much  advantage  to  our  matter's  inte- 
rtft,  and  fo  much  pleafure  to  all  under 
your  direction.  All  the  power  that  is 
put  into  my  hands,  by  the  molt  gene- 
rous of  men,  mall  be  exerted  to  make 
every  thing  eafy  and  agreeable  to  you  : 
and  as  I  mall  foon  have  the  honour 
of  attending  my  beloved  to  Bedford- 
mire,  it  will  be  a  very  confiderable  ad- 
dition to  my  delight,  and  to  my  un- 
fpeakable  obligations  to  the  beft  of 
men,  to  fee  my  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,  and 
to  be  received  by  her  with  that  pleafure, 
which  I  promife  myfelf  from  her  affec- 
tion. For  I  am,  my  dear  good  friend, 
and  always  will  be,  your"1*  <very  affec- 
tionately, and  gratefully, 

*  PAMELA  — .» 

He  read  this  letter,  and  faid — *  'Tis 
'  your's,  my  dear,  and  muft  be  good  : 
but  don't  you  put  your  name  to*it?' — 
Sir,'  faid  I,  <  your  goodnefs  has  given 
me  a  right  to  a  very  honourable  one : 
but  as  this  is  the  firft  occafion  of  the 
kind,  except  that  to  my  dear  father  and 
mother,  I  think  I  ought  to  mew  it 
you  nnfigned,  that  I  may  not  feem 
over-forward  10  take  advantage  of  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,' 


'  However  fweetly  humble  and  requi- 
<  fite,'  laid  he,  *  this  may  appear  to  my 

*  dear  Pamela's  nicenefs,  it  befits  me  to 
'  tell  you,  that  I  am  every  moment  more 

*  and  mere  pleafed  with  the  right  you 

*  have  to  my  name  :  and,  my  dear  life,* 
added  he,  '  I  have  only  to  \vifli  I  may 
f  be  half  as  worthy  as  you  are  of  the 
'  happy  knot  fo  lately  knit.'     He  then 
took  a  pen  himfelf,  and  wrote  after  Pa- 
mela, his  moft  worthy  furname  j  and 
I  under-wrote  thus :     *  O  rejoice  with 
'  me,  my  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,  that  I  am 
£  enabled,  by  God's  gracioufnefs,  and 
'  my  dear  mafter's  goodnefs,    thus  to 
£  write  myfelf** 

Thefe  letters,  and  the  packet  to  you, 
were  lent  away  by  Mr.  i  homas,  early 
this  morning. 

My  deareft  matter  is  juft-gone  to  take 
a  ride  out,  and  intends  to  call  upon  Lady- 
Jones,  Mr.  Peters,  and  Sir  Simon  Darn- 
ford,  to  invite  them  to  chapel  and  din- 
ner to-morrowj  and  fays,  he  choofes  to 
do  it  himlelf,  becaufe  the  time  is  fo  fhort, 
they  will,  perhaps,  deny  a  fervant. 

1  forgot  to  mention,  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams was  here  yefterday,  to  aik  leave  to 
go  to  fee  his  new  living,  and  to  provide 
for  taking  pofTeMion  of  it  j  and  feemed 
fo  pleafed  with  my  mafter's  kindnefs  and 
fondnefs  forme,  as  well  as  his  generous 
deportment  to  himfelf,  that  he  left  us  in 
fuch  adifpofition,  as  (hewed  he  was  quite 
happy.  I  am  very  glad  of  it;  for  it 
would  rejoice  me  to  be  an  humble  means 
of  making  all  mankind  fo  :  and  Oh  1 
what  returns  ought  I  not  to  make  to  the 
Divine  goodnefs !  and  how  ought  I  to 
ftrive  to  diffufc  the  bleflings  I  experience, 
to  all  In  my  knowledge  ! — For  elfe,  what 
is  it  for  fuch  a  worm  as  I  to  be  exalted  ! 
What  \S"ffiyJinglj  happineis,  if  I  fufFer 
it,  niggard- like,  to  extend  no  further 
than  to  myfelf? — But  then,  indeed,  do 
God  Almighty's  creatures  a£l  worthy  of 
the  bleffmgs  they  receive,  when  they 
make,  or  endeavour  to  make,  the  whole 
creation,  fo  far  as  is  in  the  circle  of  their 
power,  happy! 

Great  and  good  God,  as  thou  haft  en- 
larged my  opportunities,  enlarge  alfo 
my  will,  and  make  me  delight  in  clifpen- 
fmgto  others  a  portion  of  thathappinefs, 
which  I  have  myfelf  fo  plentifully  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  thy  gracious  Pro- 
vidence !  Then  mall  I  not  be  uielefs  m 
jtny  generation !— Then  mall  I  not  ftand 

a  Jingle 
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a  Jingle  mark  of  thv  goodnefs  to  a  poor 
worthlefs  creature,  that  in  herfelf  is  tali  fo 
fraall  account  in  the  fcale  of  beings,  a 
mere  cypher  on  the  wrong  fide  of  a  figure, 
but  fhall  be  placed  on  the  right  fidei 
and,  though  nothing  worth  in  myfelf,mall 
give  figni&cation  by  my  place,  and  mul- 
tiply the  bleflings  I  owe  to  thy  goodnefs, 
which  has  diftinguifhed  me  by  fo  fair  a 
lot'. 

This,  as  I  conceive,  is  the  indifpenfible 
duty  of  a  high  condition ;  and  how  great 
snuft  be  the  condemnation  of  poor  crea- 
tures, at  the  great  day  of  account,  when 
they  mall  be  aflccd,  what  ufes  they  have 
made  of  the  opportunities  put  into  their 
hands !     And  are  able  only  to  fay— 
We  have  lived  but  to  ourfelves :  we 
have  circumfcribed  all  the  powerthou 
haft  given  us  into  one  narrow,  felfijb, 
compafs :  we  have  heaped  up  treafures 
for  thofe  who  came  after  us,  though 
we  knew  not  whether  they  would  not 
make  a  ftill  worfe  tife  of  them  than  we 
ourfelves  did/     And  how  can  fuch 
poor  felfifh  pleaders  expect  any  other 
fentence,  than  the  dreadful — '  Depart, 
*  ye  curfedr 

Butfure,  my  dear  father  and  mother, 
fuch  perfons  can  have  no  notion  of  the 
exalted  pleafures  that  flow  from  doing 
$;ood,  were  there  to  be  no  after-account 
it  all ! 

There  is  fomething  fo  fatisfactory  and 
pleafmg  to  reflect  on  the  being  able  to 
adminifter  comfort  and  relief  to  thofe 
who  ftand  in  need  of  it,  as  infinitely,  of 
itfelf,  rewards  the  beneficent  mind.  And 
how  often  have  I  experienced  this  in  my 
good  lady's  time,  though  but  the  fecond- 
hand  difpenfer  of  her  benefits  to  the  poor 
and  fickly,  when  (he  made  me  her  al- 
moner ! — How  have  I  been  affected  with 
the  bleflings  which  the  miferable  have 
heaped  upon  her  for  her  goodnefs,  and 
upon  me  for  being  but  the  humble  con- 
veyer of  her  bounty  to  them ! — And  how 
delighted  have  I  been,  when  the  moving 
reports  I  have  made  of  a  particular  dii- 
trefs,  have  augmented  my  good  lady's 
firft  intentions  in  relief  of  it ! 

This  I  recal,  with  pleafure,  becaufe 
it  is  now,  by  the  Divine  goodnefs,  be- 
come my  part  to  do  thofe  good  things  Ihe 
was  wont  to  do  :  and  Oh  !  let  me  watch 
myftif,  t-h:it  my  profperous  ftate  do  not 
m^ke  nic  i'c.rgu  to  look  up,  with  due 
thankfulneis,  to  the  Providence  which 
has  cjjii'uited  me  wiili  i\\e  pyiver}  that  fo 


I  may  not  incur  a  terrible  woe  by  the 
abufe  or  neglect  of  it ! 

Forgive  me  thefe  reflections,  my  deac 
parents  ;  and  let  me  have  your  prayers, 
that  I  may  not  find  my  prefent  happi- 
nefs  a  fnare  to  me ;  but  that  I  may  con- 
iider,  that  more  and  more  will  be  ex- 
pected from  me,  in  proportion  to  the 
power  given  mej  and  that  I  may  not  fo 
unworthily  aa,  as  if  I  believed  I  ought 
to  let  up  my  reft  in  my  mean J "elf,  and 
think  nothing  further  to  be  done,  with 
the  opportunities  put  into  my  hand,  by 
the  Divine  favour,  and  the  beft  of  men  f 


SATURDAY,  SEVENO'CLOCK  IN  THE 
EVENING. 

MYmafter  returned  home  to  dinner, 
in  compliment  to  me,  though 
much  prefled  to  dine  with  Lady  Jones, 
as  he  was,  alfo,  by  Sir  Simon,  to  dine 
with  him.  But  Mr.  Peters  could  not 
conveniently  provide  a  preacher,  for  his 
own  church  to-morrow  morning,  at  fo 
fliort  a  notice ;  Mr. Williams  being  gone, 
as  I  faid,  to  his  new  living;  but  be- 
lieved he  could  for  the  afternoon  j  and  fo 
he  promifed  to  give  us  his  company  to 
dinner,  and  to  read  afternoon  fervice ; 
and  this  made  my  mafter  invite  all  the 
reft,  as  well  as  him,  to  dinner,  and  not  to 
church  5  and  he  made  them  promife  to 
come  j  and  told  Mr.  Peters,  he  would 
fend  his  coach  for  him  and  his  family. 

Mifs  Darnford  told  him,  pleafantly, 
(he  would  not  come,  unlefs  he  would  pro- 
mife to  let  her  be  at  his  wedding ;  by 
which  I  find  Mr.  Peters  has  kept  the  fe- 
cret,  as  my  mafter  delired. 

He  was  pleafed  to  give  me  an  airing 
after  dinner  in  the  chariot,  and  renewed 
his  kind  aflurancestome,  and,  if  poflible, 
is  kinder  than  ever.  This  is  fweetly 
comfortable  to  me,  becaufe  it  mews  me 
he  does  not  repent  of  his  condefcenfions 
to  me  5  and  it  encourages  me  to  look  up 
to  him  with  more  fatisfaction  of  mind, 
and  lefs  doubtfulnefs. 

I  begged  leave  to  fend  a  guinea  to  a 
poor  body  in  the  town,  that  I  heard,  by 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  lay  veiy  ill,  and  was  very 
deftitute.  He  faid — *  Send  two,  my  dear, 
«  if  you  pleaie.'  Said  I — «  Sir,  I  will 
'  never  do  any  thing  ef  this  kind  with- 
*  out  letting  you  know  what  I  do.'  He 
moil  generoufly  anfwered — 'I mall  then, 
f  perhaps,  have  you  do  lefs  good  than 

*  you 


PAMELA. 


215 


c  you  would  otherwife  do,  from  a  doubt 
c  of  mej  though,  I  hope,  your  difcretion, 
'  and  my  own  temper,  which  is  not  ava- 

*  ricious,  will  make  fuch  doubt  caufe- 

*  lefs. 

*  Now,  my  dear,'  continued  he,  *  I'll 

*  tell  you  how  we  will  order  this  point, 
'  to  avoid  even  the  fhadow  of  uneafmefs 
'  on  one  iide,  or  doubt  on  the  other. 

'  As  to  your  father  and  mother,  in  the 

*  firft  place,  they  mall  be  quite  out  of  the 

*  queftion  ;  for  I  have  already  detennin- 
'  sd  in  my  mind  about  them  ;  and  it  is 

*  thus  :  they  mail  go  down,  if  they  and 

*  you  think  well  of  it,  to  my  little  Kentifh 

*  eftate  j  which  I  once  mentioned  to  you 
'  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  made  you  rejecl  it 
'  with  a  noblenefs  of  mind,  that  gave 

<  me  pain  then,  but  pleafure  fince.  There 

*  is  a  pretty  little  farm  and  houfe,  unte- 

*  nanted,  upon  that  eftate,  and  tolerably 
«  well  flocked,  and  I  will  further  flock 
«  it  for  them  }  for  fuch  induftrious  folks 
(  won't  know  how  to  live  without  fome 
'  employment :    and  it  fhall  be  theirs 
'  for  both  their  lives,  without  paying  any 
'  rent}  and  I  will  allow  them  50!.  per 

*  ann.  befides,  that  they  may  keep  up 
'  the  ftock,  and  be  kind  to  any  other  of 

*  your  relations,  without  being  beholden 
'  to  you  or  me,  for  fmall  matters ;  and 

*  for  greater  where  needful,   you  fluill 
'  always  have  it  in  your  power  to  ac- 

<  commodate  them  j    for  I  fliall  never 

*  queftion  your  prudence.  And  we  will, 
'  fo  long  as  God  {'pares  our  lives,  go 

*  down  once  a  year,  to  fee  them  ;  and 

*  they  fhall  come  up,    as  often  as  they 
'  pleafe,  it  cannot  be  too  often,  to  fee 

*  us  :  for  I  mean  not  this,  my  dear,  to 
'  fend  them  from  us. — Before  I  proceed, 
'  does  my  Pamela  like  this  ?' 

'  OSir,'  faidl,  'the  Englifh  tongue 
'  affords  not  words,  or  at  lead  I  have 
e  them  not,  to  exprefs,  fufficiently,  my 
c  gratitude.  Teach  me,  dear  Sir/ con- 
tinued I,  and  preffcd  his  dear  hand  to  my 
Jips,  *  teach  me  fome  other  language,  if 

*  there  be  any,  that  abounds  with  more  , 

*  grateful  terms ;  that  I  may  not  thus  be 
{  choaked  with  meanings,  for  which  I 

*  can  find  no  utterance.' 

*  My  charmer!'  fays  he,  'your  Ian - 
'  guage  is  all  wonderful,  as  your  fenti- 
'  ments  ;  and  you  moft  abound,  when 
'  you  ieem  moft  to  want,! — All  that  I 

*  wifh  is,  to  find  my  propofals  agreeable 
'  to  you  }  and  if  myjirjl  are  not,  my  fe- 
1  condfai\\  be,  if  I  can  but  know  what 
(  you  wjfh.' 


Did  I  fay  too  much,  my  deareft  pa- 
rents, when  I  laid,  he  was,  if  poj/ible, 
kinder  and  kinder  ? — O  the  bleffed  man ! 
How  my  heart  is  overwhelmed  with  his 
goodnefs ! 

'  Well,'  faid  he,  c  my  deareft,  let  .me 
'  defire  you  to  mention  this  to  them,  to 
'  fee  if  they  approve  it.  But,  if  it  be 
'  your  choice,  and  theirs,  to  have  them 
'  nearer  to  you,  or  even  under  the  fame 
4  roof  with  you,  I  will  freely  conient  to 
«  it.' 

*  O  no,  Sir,'  faid  I  (and  I  fear  almofl 
finned  in  my  grateful  flight,)  *  I  am  lure 
'  they  would  not  choofe  that }  they  could 
'  not,  perhaps,  ferve  God  fo  well,  if  they 
'  were  to  live  with  you:  for,  fo  con- 

*  ftantly  feeing  the    hand  that   blefles 
1  them,  they  would,  'it  may  be,  as  muft 
'  be  my  care  to  avoid,  be  tempted  to 
f  look  rio  further  in  their  gratitude,  than 
'  to  the  dear  difpenfer  of  fuch  innumer- 

*  able  benefits!' 

*  Excellent  creature!'  faid  he,  *  my 
'  beloved  wants  no  language,  nor  fenti- 
/  ment    neither}    and    her    charming 
'  thoughts,  fo  fweetly  expreffed,  would 
'  grace  any  language^  andthisisablefling 
'  almoft  peculiar  to  my  faireft.— Your 

*  fo  kind  acceptance,  my  Pamela,'  added 
he,    '  repays  the  benefit  with  intereft, 
'  and  leaves  me  under  obligation  to  your 

*  goodnefs. 

'  But  ROW,  my  deareft,  I  will  tell  you 
'  what  we  will  do,  with  regard  to  points 
'  of  your  own  private  charity  }  for  far 
'  be  it  from  me,  to  put  under  that  nams 

*  the  fubje6l  we  have  been  mentioning  : 
'  becaufe  that,  and  more  than  that,  is 
'  duty,  to  perfons  fo  worthy,  and  fo  near- 
'  ly  related  to  my  Pamela,  and,  as  fuch, 
'  to  myfelf.'    O  howthe  fweetman  out-^ 
does  me,  in  thoughts,  words,  power,  and 
every  thing ! 

'  And  this,'  faid  he,  '  lies  in  very 
fmall  compafs  5  for  I  will  allow  you 
two  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which 
Longman  fhall  conftantly  pay  you,  at 
fifty  pounds  a  quarter,  for  your  own 
ufe,  and  of  which  I  expecl  no  account; 
to  commence  from  the  day  you  enter 
into  my  other  houfe  :  I  mean,'  faid  he, 
that  the  firft  fifty  pounds  fhall  then  be 
due  ;  becaufe  you  fhall  have  fomething 
to  begin  with.  And,'  added  the  dear 

generous  man,  'if  this  be  plea  ling  to 
you,  let  it,  fince  you  fay  you  want 
words,  be  fignified  by  fuch  a  fweet 
kifs  as  you  gave  me  yefterday.'  I  he- 

fitated  not  a  moment  to  comply  with 
E  e 
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thefe  obliging  terms,  and  threw  my  arms 
about  his  dear  neck,  though  in  the  cha- 
riot, and  blefTed  his  goodnefs  to  me. 
But,  indeed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  cannot 
bear  this  generous  treatment !'  He 
vas  pleafed  to  fay — '  Don't  be  uneafy, 
my  dear,  about  thefe  trifles  :  God  has 
Moiled  me  with  a  very  good  eftate,  and 
all  of  it  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
and  generally  well  tenanted.  I  lay  up 
money  every  year,  and  have,  befides, 
large  fums-  in  government  and  other 
fecurities  j  fo  that  you  will  find,  what 
I  have  hitherto  promifed,  is  very  fhort 
of  that  proportion  of  my  fubftance, 
\vnich,  as  my  deareft.  wife,  you  have  a 
right  to/ 

In  this  fweet  manner  did  we  pafs  our 
time  till  evening,  when  the  chariot 
brought  us  home,  and  then  our  {upper 
fucceeded  in  the  fame  agreeable  manner. 
And  thus,  in  a  rapturous  circle,  the  time 
moves  on;  every  hour  bringing  with  it 
fomerhing  more  delightful  than  the  pail ! 
—Sure  nobody  was  ever  fo  bleft  as  1 1 


SUNDAY,   THE  FOURTH  DAY  OF  MY 
HAPPINESS. 

NO T  going  to  chapel  this  morning, 
the  reafon  of  which  I  told  you,  I 
"beftowed  the  time,  from  the  hour  of  my 
beloved's  riling  to  breakfaft,  in  prayer 
and  thankfgiving,  inmyclofetj  and  now 
H  begin  to  be  quite  eafy,  chearful,  and 
free  in  my  fpirits  ;  *und  the  rather,  as  I 
iind  myfelf  encouraged  by  the  tranquil- 
lity, and  pleafing  vivacity,  in  the  temper 
and  behaviour  of  my  beloved,  who  there- 
by fliews  he  does  not  repent  of  his  good- 
jiefs  to  me. 

I  attended  him  to  breakfaft  with  great 
pleafure  and  freedom,  and  he  feemed 
quite  pleafed  with  me,  and  faid~ f  Now 
does  my  deareft  begin  to  look  upon 
me  with  an  air  of  fcremty  and  fatis- 
faclion  :  it  mail  be  always/  added  he, 
my  delight  to  give  you  occaiion  for 
this  fweet  becoming  afpecl  of  confi- 
dence and  pleafure  in  me/ — '  My 
heart,  dear  Sir/  faid  I,  '  is  quite  eafy, 
and  has  loft  all  it's  foolifh  tumults, 
which,  combating  with  my  gratitude, 
might  give  an  unacceptable  appear- 
ance to  my  behaviour  ;  but  now  your 
goodnefs,  Sir,  has  enabled  it  to  get  the 
better  of  if  s  uneafy  apprehenfions,and 
my  heart  is  all  of  one  piece,  and  devoted 
to  you,  and  grateful  tranquillity,  And 


could  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  fee  you  and 
my  good  Lady  Davers  reconciled,  I 
have  nothing  in  this  world  to  wiih  for 
more,  but  the  continuance  of  your  fa- 
vour/ He  faid — *  I  wifh  this  recon- 
ciliation, my  deareft,  as  well  as  you  : 
and  I  do  aflure  you,  more  for  your  lake 
than  my  own  :  and  if  fhe  would  be- 
have tolerably,  I  would  make  the 
terms  eafiertoher,  for  that  reafon/ 
He  faid — <  I  will  lay  down  one  rule 
for  you,  my  Pamela,  to  obferve  in  your 
drefsj  and  I  will  tell  you  every-thing  I 
like  or  diflike,  as  it  occurs  to  me  :  and 
I  Would  have  you  do  the  fame,  on  your 
part;  that  nothing  may  lie  upon  either 
of  our  minds  that  may  occaiion  the  leaft 
refervednefs, 

4  I  have  often  obferved,  in  married 
folks,  that,  in  a  little  while,  the  lady 
grows  carelefs  in  her  drefs  ;  which,  to 
me,  looks  as  if  fhe  would  take  no  pains 
to  fecure  the  affection  fhe  had  gained  j 
and  fhews  a  flight  to  her  hufband,  that 
flie  had  not  to  her  lover.  Now,  you 
muft  know,  this  has  always  given  me 
great  offence ;  and  I  fhould  not  forgive 
it,  even  in  my  Pamela:  though  fhe 
would  have  this  excufe  for  herfelf  that 
thoufands  could  not  make,  that  fhe 
looks  lovely  in  every  thing.  So,  my 
dear, I  ilrall  expect  of  you  always,  to  be 
drefied  by  dinner-time,  except  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  happens;  and  this, 
whether  you  are  to  go  abroad,  or  ftay 
at  home.  For  this,  my  love,  will  con- 
tinue to  you  that  fweet  eafe  in  your 
drefs  arid  behaviour,  which  you  are  fo 
happy  a  miftrefs  of;  and  whomfoever 
I  bring  home  with  me  to  my  table, 
you'll  be  in  a  readinefs  to  receive  them  j 
and  will  not  want  to  make  thofe  fpolifh 
apologies  to  unexpected  vifitors,  that 
carry  with  them  a  reflection  on  the  con-- 
duct  of  thofe  who  make  them;  and,  be- 
fides will  convince  me,  that  you  think 
yourlelf  obliged  to  appear  as  grace- 
ful to  your  hufband,  as  you  would  to 
pwrfons  lefs  familiar  to  your  light/ 
*  This,  dear  Sir/  faid  I,  *  is  a  moft, 
obliging  injunction ;  and  I  moft  heartily 
thank  you  for  it,  and  will  always  take 
care  to  obey  it/ — '  Why,  my  dear/ 
aid  he,  '  you  may  better  do  this  than  half 
your  lex;  becaufe  they  too  generally 
act  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  they  feemed 
to  think  it  the  privilege  of  birth  an4 
fortune,  to  turn  day  into  night,  and 
night  into  day,  and  are  feldom  ftirring 
till  'tis  time  to  lit  down  to  dinner;  and 
f<  fQ 
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«  To  all  the  good  old  family  rutes  are  re- 
«  verfed  :  for  they  breakfaft,  when  they 

*  fhould  dine ;  dine,  when  they  fhould 
«  fup;  and  lup,  when  they  Ihoukl  go  to- 
<  bed:    and,  by  the  help  of  dear  qua- 
«  clrille,  fometimes  go  to-bed  when  they 

*  fhould  rife. — In  all  things  but  thefe, 
«  my  dear,'  continued  he, '  I  expect  you 

*  to  be  a  lady.     And  my  good  mother 
4  was  one  of  this  old-fafnioned  cut,  and 
'  in  all  other  reipeels,  as  worthy  a  lady 
4  as  any  in  the  kingdom.     And  ib  you 

*  have  not  been  ufecT to  the  new  way,  and 
4  may  the  eafier  pradife  the  other.' 

-  *  Dear  Sir>\faid  I,  *  pray  give  me  more 
4  of  vour  iweet  injunctions.' — *  Why, 

*  then,'   continued  he,  '  I  mail,  in  the 
'  uiual  courfe,  and  generally,  if  not  hin- 

*  dered  by  company,  like  to  go  to-bed 

*  with  my  deareft  by  eleven ;  and,  if  I 
«  don't,  fhan't  hinder  you.    I  ordinttrify 

*  now  rife  by  fix  in  fummer.     I  will 

*  allow  you  to  lie  half  an  hour  after  me, 
4  or  fo. 

*  Then  you'll  have  fome  time  you  may 

*  call  your  own,  till  you  give  me  your 

*  company  to  breakfait ;  which  may  be 
4  always  fo,  as  that  we  may  have  done 
«  at  a  little  after  nine. 

*  Then  will  you  have  feveral  hours, 

*  again,  at  your  difpoial,  till  two  o'clock, 
'  when  I  mall  like  to  fit  down  at  table. 

1  You  will  then  have  ieveral  ufefuj. 

*  hours  more  to  employ  yourfelf  in,  as 

*  you  (hall  beftlike;  and  I  would  gene- 
6  rally  go  to  fupper  by  eight;  and  whea 
4  we  are  relblved  to  ftick  to  thefe  old- 

*  fafhioned  rules,  as  near  as  we  can,  we 
4  (hall  make  our  vifitors  conform  to  them 
4  too,  and  expert  them  from  us,  and  fuit 
4  themfelves  accordingly  :  for  I  have  al- 

*  ways  obferved,  that  it  is  in  eveiy  one's 
4  power  to  prefcribe  rules  to  himfelf.    It 
4  is  only  (binding  a  few  ridiculous  iefts 

*  at  firft,  and  that  too  from  fuch,  gene- 
4  rally,  as  are  not  the  moll  worthy  to  be 
4  minded;  and,  after  a  while,  they  will 
4  fay — "  It  iigniries  nothing  to  afk  him  : 
*'  he  will  have  his  own  way.     There  is 
tc  no  putting  him  out  of  his  biafs.  He  is 
*'  a  regular  piece  of  clock-work!"  will 
4  they  joke,  and  all  that:  and  why,  my 

*  dear,  ihould  we  not  be  fo?  For  man  is 
4  as  frail  a  piece  of  machinery,  as  any 
4  clock-work  whatever ;  and,  by  irregu- 

*  larity,  is  as  mbject  to  be  difordered.' 

*  Then,    my   dear,'    continued    the 
charming  man,  '  when  they  fee  they  are 

*  ixrcivi-J  -.it  my  tft'.vz  time?,  with  an 


4  open  countenance,  and  chearful  heart; 

*  when  they  fee  plenty  and  variety  at  my 
4  board,   and  meet  a  kind  and  hearty 

*  welcome  from  us  both ;  they  will  not 

*  offer  to  break  in  upon  my  conditions^ 

*  nor  grudge  me  my  regular  hours:  and 

*  as  molt  of  thefe  people  have  nothing  to 

*  do,  except  to  rile  in  a  morning,  they 

*  may  as  well  come  to  breakfaft  with  UH 

*  at  half  an  hour  after  eight,  in  fummer, 

*  as  at  ten  or  eleven  ;  to  dinner  at  two* 
1  as  at  four,  five,  or  fix ;  and  to  fuppei! 

*  at  eight,  as  at  ten  or  eleven.  And  then 
1  our  fervants  too  will  know,  generally^ 

*  the  times  of  their  bufmefs,   and   the 
'  hours  of  their  leifure  or  recefs;  andt 
'  we,  as  well  as  they,  fhall  reap  the  be- 

*  nefit  of  this   regularity.     And  who 
4  knows,  my  dear,  but  we  may  revive  the 

*  good  old  fafhion  in  our  neighbourhood, 

*  by  this  means  ? — At  leaft,  it  will  be 

*  doing  our  parts  towards   it;  and  an- 

*  fwering  the  good  leflbn  I  learned  at 

*  fchool — "  Every  one  mendomC"  And 
1  the  worft  that  will  happen  will  be,  that 

*  when  fome  of  my  brother  rakes,  fuch\ 

*  as  thofe  who  broke  in  upon  us,  fo  un- 
(  welcome! y,  l:\ftTluirfday,  are  got  out 

*  of  the  way,  if  that  can  ever  be,  and 

*  begin  to  confider  whom  they  mail  go  to 
£  dine  with  in  their  rambles,  they  wilS 
4  only  lay — "  We  muft  not  go  to  him, 
"  for  his  dinner-time  is  over ;"  and  fo 
1  they'll  refervc   me  for  another  time, 

*  when  they  happen  to  fuit  it  better;  or> 
'  perhaps,  they  will  take  a  fupper  and  a 

*  bed  with  me  inftead  of  it. 

4  Now,    my  deareft,'   continued   the 
kind  man,  '  you  fee  here  are  more  of  my 

*  injunctions,  as   you   call  them  ;  and 

*  though  I  will  not  be  fo  fet,  as  to  quar- 

*  rel  if  they  are  not  alwa\  s  exacHy  com- 

*  plied  with;  yet,  as  I  know  you  won't 

*  think  them  unreafonable,  I  fhall  be 

*  glad  they  may,  as  often  as  they  can  j 

*  and    you   will   give  your  orders  ac- 
'  cordingly,  toj0«rMrs.  Jen-is,  who  is 

*  a  good  woman,  and  will  take  pleafurs 

*  in  obey! Pig  you.' 

*  O  dearelt,  dear  Sir,'  laid  I, '  have  you 

4  nothing  more  to  honour  me  with  ?  You 

4  oblige  and   improve  me  at  the  fame 

*  time. — What  a  happy  lot  is  mine  !* 

1  Why,  let  me  fee,  my  deareft,'  faid  he 
— c  But  I  think  of  no  more  at  prefentt 

4  for  it  will  be  needlefs  to  fay,  how  much 

4  I  value  you  for  your  natural  fweetneis 

4  of  temper,  and  that  open  chearfulnefs 

*  of   countenance  which  adorns  you, 

£  •;  z  «  yrheri 
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when  nothing  has  given  my  faireft  ap- 
prehenfions  for  her  virtue:  a  fweetnefs, 
and  achearfulnefs,  that  prepo(£efies  in 
your  favour  at  fir  It  fight,  the  mind  of- 
every  one  that  beholds  you.  I  need 
not,  I  hope,  fay,  that  I  would  have  you 
diligently  preierve  this  i'weet  appear- 
ance: let  no  thwarting  accident,  no 
crofs  fortune  (for  we  muft  not  expeft 
to  be  exempt  from  fuch,  happy  as  we 
HOW  are  in  each  other !)  deprive  this 
jfweet  face  of  this  it's  principal  grace  : 
and  when  any  thing  unpleafmg  hap- 
pens, in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  far- 
thelt,  begin  to  miftruit  yourfelt,  and 
apply  to^your  glafs:  and  if  you  fee  "a  • 
gloom  anting,  or  arifen,  banifh  it 
i-nftantly ;  fmoothe  your  dear  counte- 
nance} relume  your  former  compofure; 
and  then,  my  deareft,  whofe  heart  muft 
always  be  feen  in  her  face,  and  cannot 
be  a  hypecrite,  will  find  this  a  mear.s 
to  fmoothe  her  paffions  alfo  :  and  if 
the  oQcafion  be  too  ftrong  for  fo  fudden 
a  conqueft,  flie  will  know  how  to  do  it 
more  effectually,  by  repairing  to  her 
clofet,  and  begging  that  gracious  Af- 
fiftance,  which  has  never  yet  failed  her: 
and  fo  mail  I,  my  dear,  who,  as  you 
once,  but  too  juftly,obferved,  have  been 
too  much  indulged  by  my  good  mo- 
ther, have  an  example  from  you,  as 
well  as  a  pleafure  in  you,  which  will 
never  be  palled. 

i  One  thing,'  continued  he,  *  I  have 
frequently  obferved  at  the  houfe  of  ma- 
ny a  gentleman,  thai  when  we  have  un- 
expectedly vifited,  or  broken  in  upon 
the  family  order  laid  down  by  the  lady } 
and  especially  if  any  of  us  have  lain 
under  the  fufpicion  of  having  cccafi- 
onally  feduced  our  married  companion 
into'  bad  hovrs,  or  given  indifferent 
examples,  the  poor  gentleman  has  been 
oddly  affe6Ved  at  our  coming;  though 
the  good  breeding  of  the  lady  has  made 
her  juft  keep  up  appearances.  He  has 
looked  fo  confcious;  has  been  fo  afraid, 
as  it  were,  to  difoblige',  has  made  (o 
many  exc  fes  for  fome  of  us,  before 
weTiave  been  accufed,  as  have  always 
fhewn  me  how  unwelcome  we  have 
been;  and  how  much  he  is  obliged  to 
compound  with  his  lady  for  a  tolerable 
reception  of  us  ;  and  perhaps /fo  toor 
in^proportion  to  the  honed  man's  con- 
cern to  court  Kerfmiles,  has  been  more 
reiervKl,  ftiff,  and  formal;  and  has  be- 
haved with  an  indifference  and  flight, 
that  has  often  made  me  wifh  nivlelf 


out  of  her  houfe  ;  for  too  plainly  havfc 
I  feeri,  .that  it  was  not  bis. 
'  This,  my  dear,  you  will  judge,  by 
my  defcription,  has  afforded  me  fubjecl 
for  a.nimadvcjrfion  upon  the  married 
life;  for  a  man  may  not  (though,  in. 
the  main,  he  is  willing  to  flatter  him- 
felf,  that  he  is  m after  of  his  houfe,  and 
will  affert  his  prerogative  upon  great 
occafions,  when  it  is  Itrongly  invaded) 
be  always  willing  to  contend  ;  and 
fuch  women  as  thofe  I  have  defcribed, 
are  always  ready  to  take  the  field,  and 
are  worfe  enemies  than  the  old  Pat- 
thians,  who  annoy  moft,  when  they 
feem  to  retreat ;  and  never  fail  to  re- 
turn to  the  charge  again,  and  carry  on 
the  offenilve  war,  till  they  have  tired 
our  refiftance,^and  made  the  hufband 
willing,  like  a  vanquifhed  enemy,  to 
compound  for  fmall  matters,  in  order 
to  preferve  fomething.  At  leaft,  the 
poor  man  does  not  care  to  let  his  friends 
fee  his  cafe ;  and  fo  will  not  provoke 
a  fire  to  break  out,  that  he  fees  (and 
fo  do  his  friends  too)  the  meek  lady  has 
much  ado  to  Another;  and  which,  very 
poflibly ,  burns  with  a  moft  comfortable 
ardor,  after  we  are  gone. 

*  You  fmile, 'my  Pamela,'  faidhe, '  at 
this  vwiimiical picture ;  and,  I  am  fure, 
I  never  mall  have  reafon  to  include  you 
in  thefe  dilagreeable  outlines;  but  yet 
will  I  fay,  that  I  expert  from  you, 
whoever  comes  to  my  houfe,  that  you 
accuifom  yourfelf  to  one  even,  uniform 
complaifance :  that  no  frown  take  place 
on  your  brow:  that  however  ill  or  well 
provided  we  may  be  for  their  reception, 
you  fhew  no  flutter  or  difcompofure  t 
that  whoever  you  may  ..have  in  your 
company  at  the  time,  you  nVnify  not, 
by  the  lead  rderved  look, that  the  Gran- 
ger is  come  upon  you  unfeafonably,  of 
at  a  time  you  wifhed  he  had  not.  But 
be  facetious,    kind,  obliging  to  all ; 
and  if  to  any  one  more  than  another, 
to  fuch  as  have  the  ieaft  reafon  to  ex- 
peel:  it  from  you,  or  who  are  moil  in- 
ferior at  the  table  ;  for  thus  will  you, 
rny  Pamela,  chear  the  doubting  mind, 
quiet  the  uneafy  heart,  and  diffufe  eafe, 
pleafure,  and  tranquillity,,  around  my 
boai-xl. 

*  And  be  fure,  ray  dear,'  continued 
e,  '  let  no  little  accidents  ruffle  your 

temper.  I  Ihalt  never  forget  once,  that 
I  was  at  Lady  Arthur's;  and  a  foot- 
man happened  to  rKimble,  and  let  fall 
a  fine  Chjna  difti,  and  broke  it  all  to 
*  pieces; 
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pieces :  it  was  grievous  to  fee  the  un- 
eafmefs  it  gave  the  poor  lady ;.  and  (he 
was  fo  fincere  in  it,  that  Ihe  fuffered  it 
to  fpread  all  over  the  company  ;  and 
it  was  a  pretty  large  one  too;  and  not 
a  perfon  in  it,  but  turned  either  her 
confoler,  or  fell  into  (lories  of  the  like 
misfortunes ;  and  fo  we  all  became, 
for  the  reft  of  the  evening,  nothing  but 
blundering  footmen,  and  carelefs  fer- 
vants,  or  were  turned  into  broken  jars, 
plates,  glaffes,  tea-cups,  and  fuch- 
like  brittle  fublrances.  And  it  affecled 
me  fo  much,  that  when  I  came  home, 
I  went  to-bed,  and  dreamt,  that  Ro- 
bin, with  the  handle  of  his  whip,  broke 
the  fore-glafs  of  my  chariot;  and  I 
wasfofolicitous,  methought,  to  keep 
the  good  lady  in  countenance  for  her 
anger,  that  I  broke  his  head  in  re- 
venge, and  ftabbed  one  of  my  coach- 
horfes.  And  all  the  comfort  I  had 
when  it  was  done,  methought,  was, 
that  I  had  not  expofed  myfeif  before 
company  ;  and  there  were  no  fufferers 
but  guilty  Robin,  and  one  innocent 
coach-horfe.' 

I  was  exceedingly  diverted  with  thefe 
facetious  hints,  and  the  pleafant  manner 
in  which  he  gave  them  ;  .and  I  promifed 
to  improve  by  the  excellent  leffons  con- 
tained in  them. 

I  then  went  up,  and  dreffed  myfeif,  as 

like  a  bride  as  I  could,  in  my  beft  cloaths ; 

and,    on  inquiry,    hearing  my   deareft 

mafter  was  gone  to  walk  in  the  garden, 

I  went  to  find  him  out.     He  was  reading 

in  the  little  alcove;  and  I  laid — '  Sir,  am 

I  licenfed  to  intrude  upon  you  ?'— • 

No,  my  dear,'  laid  he,  *  becaufe  you 

cannot  intrude.  I  am  fo  wholly  your's, 

that  where-ever  I  am,  you  have  not 

only  a  right  to  join   me,  but  you  do 

me  a  very  acceptable  favour  at  the  fame 

time.' 

*  I  have,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  obeyed. your 
firft  kind  iiijune~lion,'as  to  dreffing  my- 
felf  before  dinner;  but,  may-be,  you 
are  bufy,  Sir?'  He  put  up  the  papers 
le  was  reading,  and  faid — *  I  can  have 
no  bufinefs  or  pleafure  of  equal  value 
to  your  company,  my  dear.  What 
were  you  going  to  lay  ?' — '  Only,  Sir, 
to  know  if  you  have  any  more  kind  in- 
junctions to  give  me  ?  I  could  hear  you 
talk  a  whole  day  together.' — '  You 
are  very  obliging,  Pamela,'  faid  he  ; 
but  you  are  fo  perfectly  what  I  wifti, 
that  I  might  have  Ipared  thofe  I  gave 
youj  but  I  was  witting  you  fnoulU 


have  a  tafte  of  my  freedom  with  you, 
to  put  you  upon  the  like  with  me :  for* 
I  am  confident  there  can  be  no  friend- 
fhip  lafting  without  freedom,  and  with- 
out communicating  to  one  another  even 
the  little  caprices,  if  my  Pamela  can 
have  any  fuch,  which  may  occaiion 
uneafinefs  to  either. 

*  Now,  my  dear,'  faid  he,  *  be  fo  kind 
as  to  find  fome  fault  with  me,  and  tell 
me  what  you  would  wifh  me  to  do,  to 
appear  more  agreeable  to  you.' — 4  O, 
Sir,'  faid  I,  and  I  could  have  kiffed 

him,  but  for  fhame,  (to  be  fure  I  fliall 
grow  a  fad  fond  huffy ! )  '  I  have  not  one 
'  fmgle  thing  to  wifh  for ;  no,  not  one !" 
He  faluted  me  very  kindly,  and  faid,  he 
mould  be  forry  if  I  had,  and  forbore  to 
fpeak  it.  *  Do  you  think,  my  dear  Sir,' 
laid  I,  *  that  your  Pamela  has  no  con- 
f  fcience  ?  Do  you  think,  that  becaufe 

*  you  kindly  oblige  her,  and  delight  in 

*  obliging  her,  that  me  muft  rack  her  in- 
'  vention  for  trials  of  yourgoodnefs,  and 
'  knows  not  when  (he's  happy  ?  O,  my 
'  deareft  Sir,'  added  I,  *  Ids  than  one 

*  half  of  the  favours  you  have  fo  gene-' 
4  rou fly  conferred  upon  me,  would  have 

*  exceeded  my  utmoft  wifhes !' 

'  My  dear  angel,'  laid  he,  and  kifled 
me  again,   *  I  lhall  be  troublefome  to 

*  you  with  my  kiffes,  if  you  continue 
'  thus  fweetly  obliging  in  your  actions 
'  and  expreffions.' — '  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  'I 
'  have  been  thinking,  as  I  was  dreffing 
'  myfeif,  what  excellent  leffons  you  teach 

*  me. 

*  When  you  commanded  me,  at  your 
'  table,  to  chear  the  doubting  mind,  and 

*  comfort  the  uneafy  heart,  and  to  be- 

*  have  moft  kindly  to  thofe  who  have 
4  leaft  reafon  to  expect  it,  and  are  moft 
'  inferior;  how  fweetly  in  every  inftance 

*  that  could  poffibly  occur,  have  you 

*  done  this  yourfelf,  by  your  poor,  un- '" 

*  worthy  Pamela,  till  you  have  diffafed, 

*  in  your  own  dear  words,  eafe,  plea- 

*  fure,  and  tranquillity,  around  my  glad 
«  heart? 

*  Then  again,  Sir,  when  you  bid  me 
.'  not  be  difturbed  by  little  accidents,  or 

*  by  ftrangers  coming  in  upon  me  un- 

*  expecledly,  how  noble  an  inftance  did 
c  y°u  gire  me  or  tms>  when  on  our  hap- 
'  py  wedding-day,  the  coming  of  Sir 

*  Charles  Hargrave,  and  the  other  two 

*  gentlemen,   (for  which  you  was  quite' 

*  unprovided,  and  which  hindered  our 
'  happinefs  of  dining  together  on  that 
«  chofea  day,)  did  not  fo  difturb  you, 

'  but 
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*  but  that  you  entertained  the  gentlemen 

*  pleafantly,  and  parted  with  them  ci- 
'  villy  and  kindly !  What  charming  in- 
'  ftances  are  thefe,    I  have  been  recol- 

*  le£Ung,  with  pleafure,  ofyourpurfu- 
'   ing  the  doctrine  you  deliver  !' 

'  My  dear,'  laid  he,  '  thefe  obferva- 

*  tions  are  very  kind  in  you,  and  much, 
'  to  my  advantage:  but  if  I  do  not  al- 

*  ways  (for  I  fear  thefe  were  too  much 
'  accidents)  fo  well  purfue  the  doctrines 

*  Hay  down,  my  Pamela  mult  not  ex- 

*  peel  that  my  imperfections  will  be  a 

*  plea  for  her  non-obfervance  of  my  lef- 

*  fons,  as  you  call  them  ;  for,  I  doubt, 

*  I  mail  never  be  half  ib  perfect:  as  you  j 

*  and  fo  I  cannot  permit  you  to  recede  in 

*  your  goodnefs,  though  I  may  find  my- 

*  felf  unable  to  advance,  as  I  ought,  in 

*  my  duty/ 

c  I  hope,  Sir,'  faidl, '  by  God's  grace, 

*  I  never  mail.' — '  I  believe  it,'  faid  he; 

*  but  I  only  mention  this,  knowing  my 
'  own  defect?,   left   my  future   leffons 
'  fhould  not  be  fo  well  warranted  by  my 
'  practice,  as  in  the  inftances  you  have 
«  kindly  recollected.' 

He  was  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  my 
drefs,  and,  fpanning  my  waift  with  his 
hands,  laid — *  What  a  i'weet  fhape  is 
'  here.!  It  would  make  one  regret  to  loi'e 

*  it ;    and  yet,  my  beloved  Pamela,  I 

*  fhall  think  nothing  but  that  lofs  want- 

*  ing,  to  complete  my  happinefs.'     I  put 
my  bold  hand  before  his  mouth,  and 
faid—4  Hufh,  hum!    O  fie,  Sir!    The 
'  freeft   thing  you  have  ever  yet  faid, 

*  fince  I  have  been  yonr's  !'     He  killed 
ray  hand,  and  faid — *  Such  an  innocent 
'  wifh,  my  deareft,  may  be  permitted 

*  me,  becaufe  it  is  the  end  of  the  infti- 

*  tution.     But  fay,  would  fuch  a  cafe 
'jbe  unwelcome  to  my  Pamela?'—*  I 

*  will  fay,  Sir,'  faid  I,  and  hid  my  blufh- 
ingface  on  his  bofoin,  '  that  yourwiHies 
'  in  every  thing  mall  be  mine ;  but,  pray, 
4  Sir,  fay  no  more.'     He  kindly  fainted 
me,  and  thanked  me,  and  changed  the 
fubject.     I  was  not  too  free,  I  hope. 

Thus  we  talked,  till  we  heard  the 
coaches  ;  and  then  he  laid — *  Stay  here, 
'  in  the  garden,  my  dear,  and  I'll  bring 
'  the  company  to  yo\i.'  And  when  he 
was  gone,  I  pafTed  by  the  back-door,' 
kneeled  down  againft  it,  and  blefled  God 
for  not  permitting  my  then  fo  much- 
defired  efcape.  I  went  to  thepflnd,  and 
kneeled  down  on  the  moffy  bank,  and 
again  blefled  God  there,  for  his  mercy 
in  myidcape  from  myfelf,  my  then  vrorft 


enemy,  though  I  thought  1  had  none  but 
enemies,  and  no  friend  near  me.  And 
fo  I  ought  to  do  in  almoft  every  ftep  of 
this  garden,  and  every  room  in  this  houfe'. 
And  I  was  bending  my  fieps  to  the  dear 
little  chapel,  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ment there;  but  I  faw  the  company 
coining  towards  me. 

Mifs  Darnford  (aid — <  So,  Mifs  An- 

*  drews,  how  do  you  do  now  ?   O,  you 
1  look  fo  eafy,  fo  fweetly,  fo  pleafed» 
'  that  I  know  you'll  let  me  dance  at  your 
'  wedding,  for  I  fhall  long  to  be  there/ 
Lady  Jones  was  pleafed  to  fay  I  looked 
like  an  angel:   and  Mrs.  Peters  faid,  I 
improved  upon  them  every  time  they  law 
me.     Lady  Darnford  was  alfo  pleafed 
fo  make  me  a  fine  compliment,  and  faid, 
I  looked  freer  and  caller  every  time  me 
faw  me.    *  Dear-heart !  I  wiih,'  thought 
I,  *  you  would  fpare  thefe  compliments  ; 

*  for  I  fhall  have  fome  joke,  I  doubt, 

*  pailed  on  me  by- and -by,  that  will  make 

*  me  fuffer  for  all  thefe  fine  things.' 

Mr.  Peters  faid,  foftly— <  God  blefs 
'  you,  dear  daughter !  but  not  fo  much  as 
'  my  wife  knows  it.'  Sir  Simon  came 
in  laft,  and  took  me  by  the  hand,  and 
faid — '  Mr.  B.  by  your  leave;'  and  kified 
my  hand  five  or  fix  times,  as  if  he  was 
mad ;  and  held  it  with  both  his,  and 
made  a  very  free  jell,  by  way  of  compli- 
ment, in  his  way.  Well,  I  think,  a 
young  rake  is  hardly  tolerable;  but  an 
old  rake,  and  an  old  beau,  are  two  very 
fad  things !  And  all  this  before  daugh- 
ters women-grown!  I  whifpered  my 
deareft,  a  little  after,  and  faid — *  I  fear 

*  I  fhall  fuffer  much  from   Sir  Simon's 

*  rude  jokes,  by-and  -by,  when  you  re- 
'  veal  the  matter.'—'  'Tis  his  way,  my 
'  dear,'  faid  he;  'you  murt  now  grow 

*  above   thefe   things.'      Mils    Nanny 
Darnford  faid  to  me,  with  a  fort  of  half 
grave,  ironical  air — *  Well,  Mifs  An - 
'  drew?.,  if  I  may  judge  by   your  eafy 

*  deportment  now,  to  what  it  was  when 
'  I  faw  you  lail,  I  hope  you  will  let  my 
'  filter,  if  you  won't  me,  fee  the  happy 

*  knot  tied  !  for  flie  is  qvite  wild  about 

*  it.'        I   cv.rtieyed,  and  only   faid — 
'  You  are  all  very  good  to  me,  ladle:;.'' 
Mr.  Peters's  niece  laid—*  Well,    Mifs 

*  Andrews,  I  hope,  before  we  part,  we 
<  fhall  be  told  the  happy  day.'  My  good 
matter  heard  her,  and  faid — '  You  fhall, 
'  you  fhall,  Madam.'—'  That's  pure,* 
faid  Mils  Darnford. 

Fie  took  me  afide,  and  faid,  foftly— 
-<  Shall  I  l«ad  them  to  the  alcove,  and 
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«  tell  them  there,  or  flay  till  we  go  into 
'  dinner?" — '  Neither,  Sir,  I' think,'  laid 
I,  <  I  fear  I  (han't  ftand  it.' — «  Nay,' 
laid  he,  «  they  muft  know  it ;  I  would 
not  have  invited  them  elfe.' — 'Why, 
then,  Sir/  laid  I,  '  let  it  alone  till  they 
are  going  away.1—'  Then,'  replied  he, 
you  mult  pull  off  your  ring/ — c  No, 
no,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  that  I  muft  not.' — 
Well/  laid  he,  *  do  you  tell  Mils  Darn- 
ford  of  it  yourfelf.' — *  Indeed,  Sir/ 
answered  I,  *  I  cannot.' 

Mrs.  Jewkes  came  officioufly  to  alk  my 
rnafter,  .juft  then,  if  Ihe  mould  bring  a 
glafs  of  Rhenilh  and  fugar  before  dinner, 
for  the  gentlemen  and  ladies :  and  he 
faid — '  That's  well  thought  of  ;  bring 
'  it,  Mrs.  Jewkes.' 

And  me  came,  with  a  man  attending 
her,  with  two  bottles  and  glaffes,  and  a 
ialver;  and  mult  needs,  making  a  low 
curtfey,  offer  firft  to  me;  faying—*  Will 

*  your  lady  fliip   begin?'  I  coloured  like 
fcarlet,  and  faid — *"No;  my  mafter,  to 
<  be  fure  !' 

But  they  all  took  the  hint ;  and  Mils 
Darnfordfaid — '  I'll  be  hanged  if  they 

*  have  not  ftolen  a  wedding.'  Said  Mrs. 
Peters — c  It  mult  certainly  be  fo ! — Ah  ! 

*  Mr.  Peters.' 

*  I'll  allure  you,  laid  he,  *  I  have  not 

*  married  them.' — '  Where  were   you,' 
faid    me,     <  and   Mr.   Williams,    Jail 
(  Thurfday  morning?'  Said  Sir  Simon— 
f  Let  me  alone,   let  me  alone  ;  if  any 
4  thi ng  has  been  ftolen,  I'll  find  it  out ; 

*  I  am  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  youknow.' 
And  fo  he  took  me  by  the  hand,    and 
laid — *  Come,  Madam,   anfwerme,  by 

*  the  oath  you  have  taken  :    Are  you 

*  married,  or  not  ?' 

My  mafter  fmiled,  to  fee  me  look  fo 
like  a  fool;  and  I  faid— *  Pray,  Sir  Si- 
'  mon !' — *  Ay,  ay/  faid  he,  *'  I  thought 
'  you  did  not  look  fo  fmirking  upon  us 

*  for  nothing.' — (  Well,  then,  Pamela/ 
laid  my  mafter,   'fince  your  bl u flies  dif- 

*  cover  you,  don't  be  alhamed,  but  con - 

*  fefs  the  truth!' 

'  Now/  laid  Mifs  Darnford,  '  I  am 
'  quite  angry;'  and,  faid  Lady  Darn- 
ford— '  I  am  quite  pleafed ; — let  me 

*  give  you  joy,  dear  Madam,   if   it  be 

*  fo.'     Audio  they  all  faid,  and  fainted 
me  round. — I  was  vexed  it  was  before 
Mrs.  Jewkes ;  for  Ihe  Ihook  her  fat  fides, 
and  feemed  highly  pjeafed  to  be  a  means 
<ef  difcoveringit. 

*  Nobody/  faid  my  mafter,  (  wifhes 
£  jflejoy/— -'No/  fckl  Lady  Jones,  very 


obligingly,  c  nobody  need;    for,    with 
'  fuch   a   peerlefs  fpoufe,  you  want  no 

*  good  wifhes!'     And  he  faluted  them  ; 
and  when  he  came  laft  to  me,  laid,  before 
them  a!i — f  Now,  my  fweet  bride,  my 
'  Pamela,  let  me  conclude  with  you  j 
'  for  here  I  begin  to  love,  and  here  I  de- 
<  fire  to  end  loving,  but  not  till  my  life 
'  ends/ 

This  was  fweetly  faid,  and  taken  great 
notice  of;  and  it  was  doing  credit  to  his 
own  generous  choice,  and  vaftly  more 
than  I  merited. 

But  I  was  forced  to  ftand  many  more 
jokes  afterwards  :  for  Sir  Simon  fr-id,  fe- 
veral  times — (  Come,  come,  Madam, 
'  now  you  are  become  one  of  us,  I  mall 
'  be  a  little  lefs  fcrupukms  than  I  have 

*  been,  1'llaffure  you.' 

When  we  came  in  to  dinner,  I  made 
no  difficulty  of  what  all  offered  me,  the 
upper  end  of  tbe  table;  and  performed 
the  honours  of  it  with  pretty  tolerable 
prelence  of  mind,  confidering.  And, 
with  much  ado,  my  good  benefactor  pro- 
mifing  to  be  down  again  before  winter, 
we  got  off  the  ball;  but  appointed  Tuef- 
clay  evening,  at  Lady  Darnford's,  to 
take  leave  of  all  this  good  company, 
who  promifed  to  be  there,  my  mafter  de- 
figning  to  let  out  on  Wednefday  morn- 
ing for  Bedford  11) ire. 

We  had  prayers  in  the  little  chapel, 
in  the  afternoon ;  but  they  all  wifhed 
for  the  good  clerk  again,  with  great  en- 
comiums upon  you,  my  dear  father  ; 
and  the  company  Itaid  fupper  alfo,  and 
departed  exceedingly  well  fatisfied,  and 
with  abundance  of  wifhes  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  our  mutual  happinefs;  and  my 
mafter  defired  Mr.  Peters  to  anfwer  for 
him  to  the  ringers,  at  the  town,  if  they 
mould  hear  of  it,  till  our  return  into  this 
country;  and  that  then  he  would  be  boun- 
tiful to  them,  becatife  he  would  not  pub- 
lickly  declare  it  till  he  had  firft  done  fo 
in  Bedtbrdflure. 


MONDAY,  THE  FIFTH  DAY, 

I  Have  had  very  little  of  my  dear 
friend's  company  this  day;  for  he 
onlyftaid  breakfaltwith  me,  and  rid  out 
to  lee  a  fick  gentleman  about  eighteen 
miles  off,  who  begged  (by  a  man  and 
horfe  on  purpofe)  to  fpeak  with  him,  be- 
lieving he  fhould  not  recover,  and  upon 
part  of  whole  eftate  my  mafter  has  a  mort- 
gage. He  laid— 'My  deareft,  I  fhall 

*  bs 
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*  be  very  xmeafy,   if  I  am  obfiged  to 
'  tarry  all  night  from  youj  but,    left 
'  you  fhould  be  alarmed,  if  I  don't  come 

*  home  by  ten,  don't  expe6l  me!  for 

*  poor  Mr.  Carlton  and  I  have  pretty 

*  large  concerns  together  j    and  if    he 
«  ihould  be  very  ill,  and  would  be  com- 
«  forted  by  my  prefence,  (as  T  know  he 

*  loves  me,  and  his  family  will  be  more 

*  in  my  power,  jf  he  dies,  than  I  wifh 

*  for)  charity  will  not  let  me  refufe.' 

It  is  now  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  I 
fear  he  will  not  return.  I  fear  for  the 
fake  rif  his  poor  fick  friend,  who  I  doubt 
is  worie.  Though  I  know  not  the  gen- 
tleman, I  am  forry  for  his  own  fake,  for 
his  family's  fake,  and  for  my  dear  ma- 
iler's fake,  who  by  his  kind  expreffions, 
I  find,  loves  him:  and,  methinks,  I 
ihould  be  forry  any  grief  fhould  touch  his 
generous  heart ;  though  yet  there  is  no 
living  in  this  world,  without  too  many 
occafions  for  concern,  even  in  themofl 
profperous  ftate.  And  it  is  fit  it  fhould 
befo  j  or  elfe,  poor  wretches  as  we  are1, 
we  fhould  look  no  farther,  but  be  like 
fenfual  travellers  on  a  journey  homeward, 
who,  meeting  with  good  entertainment 
at  fome  inn.  in  the  way,  put  up  their  reft 
there,  and  never  think  of  purfuing  their 
journey  to  their  proper  home. — This,  I 
remember,  was  often  a  reflection  of  my 
good  lady's,  to  whom  I  owe  it. 


ELEVEN  O'CLOCK, 

MRS.  Jewkes  has  been  with  me, 
and  afked  if  I  will 'have  her  for  a 
bedfellow  in  want  of  a  better  ?  I  thanked 
Jier;  but  I  laid,  I  would  fee  how  it  was 
to  lie  by  myfelf  one  night. 

I  might  have  mentioned,  that  I  made 
Mrs.  Jewkes  dine  and  fup  with  me ;  and 
|he  was  much  pleafed  with  it,  and  my 
behaviour  to  her.  ,  And  I  could  fee,  by 
her  manner,  that  fhe  was  a  little  ftruck 
inwardly  at  fome  of  her  former  conduct 
tome.  But,  poor  wretch!  it  is  much, 
I  fear,  becaufe  I  am  what  I  am  ;  for  fhe 
has  otherwife  very  little remorfe,  I  doubt. 
.Her  talk  and  actions  are  entirely  diffe- 
rent from  what  they  tiled  to  be,  quite  cir- 
cumfpeft  and  decent  j  and  I  fhould  have 
thought  her  virtuous,  and  even -pious, 
never  known  her  in  another  light. 

By  this  we  may  fee,  my  dear  father 
and  mother,  of  what  force  example  is  j 
SRC!  whaj:  is  jp  the  power  of  the  heacU  of 


families  to  do :  and  this  mews,  that  evil 
examples,  in  fuperiors,  are  doubly  per- 
nicious, and  doubly  culpable,  becaufe 
f.'ch  perfons  are  bad  toemfel'veS)  and  not 
only  do  no  good,  but  much  harm  to 
others  j  and  the  condemnation  of  fuch 
muft,  to  be  fure,  be  fo  much  the  greater! 
And  how  much  the  greater  ftill  muft 
my  condemnation  be,  who  have  had 
fuch  a  religious  education  under  you, 
and  been  fo  well  nurtured  by  my  good 
lady,  if  I  mould  forget,  with  all  thefe 
mercies  heaped  upon  me,  what  belongs 
to  the  Itation  I  am  preferred  to ! — O  how 
I  long  to  be  doing  fome  good !  For  all 
that  is  pail  yet,  is  my  dear,  dear  ma- 
tter's 5  God  blefs  him !  and  return  him 
fafe  to  my  wifhes  !  for  methinks,  alrea- 
dy, 'tis  a  week  fince  I  faw  him  :  if  my 
love  would  not  be  troublefome  and  im- 
pertinent, I  mould  be  nothing  elfe  ;  for 
I  have  a  true  grateful  fpirit ;  and  I  had 
need  to  have  fuch  a  one,  for  I  am  poor 
in  every  thing  but  will. 


TUESDAY   MORNING,    ELEVEN 
O'CLOCK. 

MY  dear,  dear— matter  (I  am  fure 
I  fhould  ftill I  fay  jbi.t  I  will  learn 
to  rife  to  a  fofter  epithet,  now-and-then) 
is  not  yet  cornc.  I  hope  he  is  fafe  and 
well! — So  Mrs.  Jewkes  and  I  went  to 
breakfaft.  But  I  can  do  nothing  but 
talk  and  think  of  him,  and  all  his  kind* 
nefs  to  me,  and  to  you,  which  is  ftiil 
me,  more  intimately ! — I  have  juft  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him,  which  he  wrote 
over-night,  as^I  find  by  it,  and  fent  early 
this  morning.  This  a  copy  of  it. 


*   TO  MRS.  ANDREWS. 

'  MONDAY  NIGHT* 
'  MY  DEAREST  PAMELA, 

'  F  Hope  my  not  coming  home  .this 
A  *  night  will  not  frighten  you.  You 
may  believe  I  cannot  help  it.  My  poor 
friend  is  fo  very  ill,  that  I  doubt  he 
can't  recover.  His  defires  to  have  me 
flay  with  him  are  fo  ftrong,  that  I  fhall 
fit  up  all  night  with  him,  as  it  is  now- 
near  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  for 
he  can't  bear  me  out  of  his  fight :  and 
I  have  made  him  and  his  diftrefled  wife 
and  children  fo  eafy,  in  the  kindeft 
affurances  I  could  give  him  of  my 
coniideration  for  him  and  them,  that 
«  lam 
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I  am  looked  upon  (as  the  poor  difcon- 
folate  widow,  as  (he,  I  doubt,  will 
foon  be,  tells  me)  as  their  good  angel. 
I  could  have  wimed  we  had  not  en- 
gaged to  the  good  neighbourhood  at  Sir 
Simon's  for  to-morrow  night;  but  I 
am  fo  defirous  to  fet  out  on  Wednef- 
day  for  the  other  houfe,  that,  as  well 
as  in  return  for  the  civilities  of  fo  ma- 
ny good  friends,  who  will  be  there  on 
purpofe,  I  would  not  put  it  off.  What 
I  beg  of  you,  therefore,  my  dear,  is, 
that  you  would  go  in  the  ehariot  to  Sir 
Simon's,  the  fooner  in  the  day  the 
better,  becaufe  you  will  be  diverted 
with  the  company,  who  all  fo  much 
admire  you  ;  and  I  hope  to  join  you 
there  by  your  tea-time  in  the  afternoon, 
which  will  be  better  than  going  home, 
and  returning  with  you,  as  it  will  be 
fix  miles  difference  to  me ;  and  I  know 
the  good  company  willexculemy  drei's, 
on  the  occaiion.  I  count  every  hour 
of  this  little  abfence  for  a.  day  :  for  I 
am,  with  the  utmott  fincerity,  my 
dearej}  love,  for  ever  your*  s  t  &c. 

*  If  you  could  go  to  dine  with  them,  it 
1  will  be  a  freedom  that  would  be  very 
*  pleafing  to  them  ;  and  the  more,  as 
'  they  don't  expect  it.* 

I  begin  to  h-ave  a  little  concern,  left 
his  fatigue  mould  be  too  great,  and  for 
the  poor  ficlc  gentleman  and  family ;  but 
told  Mrs.  Jewkes,  that  the  leaft  intima- 
tion of  his  choice  mould  be  a  command 
to  me,  and  fo  I  would  go  to  dinner  there; 
and  ordered  the  chariot  to  be  got  ready 
to  carry  me:  when  a  meflenger  came  up, 
juft  as  I  was  clreflcd,  to  tell  her,  (he  mull 
come  down  immediately.  I  fee  at  the 
window,  that  vifitors  are  come;  for 
there  is  a  chariot  and  fix  horfes,  the 
company  gone  out  of  it,  and  three  foot- 
men on  horfeback  ;  and  I  think  the  cha- 
riot has  coronets.  Who  can  it  be,  I 
wonder  ? — But  here  I  will  ftop  j  for  I 
fuppofe  I  mall  foon  know. 

Good-firs !  how  unlucky  this  is : 
what  mail  I  do  ! — Here  is  Lady  Davers 
come,  her  own  felf' !  and  my  kind  pro- 
teftor,  a  great,  great  many  miles  off. — 
Mrs.  Jewkes,  out  of  breath,  comes  and 
tells  me  this,  and  fays,  (he  is  inquiring 
for  my  matter  and  me.  She  afked  her, 
it  feemed,  naughty  lady  as  me  is,  if  I 
was  <whor*d  yet !  There's  a  word  for  a 
lady's  mouth!  Mrs.  Jewkes  fays,  me 


knew  not  what  to  anfwer.  And  my  la- 
dy laid — '  She  is  not  married,  I  hope!* 
—  'And,'  laid  me,  'I  laid — "  No;"  be- 

*  cauie  you  have  not  owntd  it  yet  pub- 
1  lickly.'   My  lady  faid,  That  was  well 
enough.      Said  I — *I  will  run  away, 

*  Mrs,  Jewkes;  and  let  the  chariot  go  to 

*  the  bottom  of  the  Elm-walk,   and  I 
'  will  fteal  out  of  the  door  unperceived.* 
— c  But  me   is  inquiring  for  you,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  replied  me,  '  and  I  faid  you  was 
'  within,    but     going    out ;'     and  (he 
faid,    me  would  fee  you  prelently,    as 
foon  as  me  could  have  patience.  *  What 

*  did  me  call  me  ?'  faid  I.  c  The  creature, 
'   Madam :"/  will  fee  the  creature ,"faid 
'   me,  "  as  foon  as  I  can  have  patience.'"' 
— -'  Ay,    but,'    laid   I,    '  the  creature 
'  won't  let  her,    if  (lie  can  help  it.' 

'  Pray,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  favour  my  efcape, 
'  for  this  once;  for  I  am  fadly  frighted.* 
— Said  (he — *  I'll  bid  the  chariot  gc  down, 
'  as  you  order,  and  wait  till  you  come; 

*  and  I'll  ftep  down  and  (hut  the  hall- 

*  door,  that  you  may  pafs  unobferved; 
4  for  (he  fits  cooling  herfelf  in  the  par- 

*  lour,    over-againil   the   ftair-cafe.'— 

*  That's  a  good  JVirs.  Jewkes  !'  faid  I: 
'  but  who  has  (he  with.her?' — '  Her  wo - 

*  man,'  anfwered  (lie,  *  and  her  nephew; 
'  but  he  is  on  horfeback,  and  is  gon» 
'  into  the  (tables ;  and  they  have  three 
'  footmen.' — '  And  I  wi(h,'  faid  I,  *  they 
'  were  all  three  hundred  miles  off! — 
'  What  (hall  I  do  ?'  So  I  wrote  thus  far, 
and  wait  impatiently  to  hear  the  coall  is 
clear. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  tells  me,  I  muft  come 
down,  or  (lie  will  come  up.  *  What 

*  does  (he  call  me  now  ?'  laid  I.  *  Wench, 
f  Madam.  "  Bid  the  <wench  come  doivnto 
"  me.'*  And  her  nephew  and  her  woman 
are  with  her. 

Said  I — *  I  can't  go,  and  that's  enough ! 
—You  might  contrive  it  that  I  might  get 

*  out,  if  you  would.'- — *  Indeed,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  laid  (lie,  '  I  cannot;  for  I  went 
'  to  (hut  die  door,  and  me  bid  me  let  it 
'  ftand   open ;   and  there    (lie  fits  over 

*  againft  the  (lair-cafe.' — *  Then,'  faid 
I,  *  I'll  get  out  of  the  window,  I  think  ?* 
— (and  fanned  my  felf ;)  '  for  I  am  fadly 

*  frighted.'—-'  Laud,  Madam,'  laid  me, 
'  I  wonder  you  fo  much  difturb  your- 
'   felf? — You're  on  the  right  fide  the 
'  hedge,  I'm  fure;  and  I  would  not  be  fo 
'   difcom  poled  for  any -body.' — '  Ay,* 
faid  I,  '  but  who  can  help  conliitution  ? 

*  1  dare  fay  you  would  no  more  be  fo 

F  f  «  dif- 
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'  difcompofed,  than  I  can  help  it."1  Said 
{he — '  Indeed,  Madam,  if  it  was  to  me, 

*  I  would  put  on  an  air  as  miftrefs  of  the 

*  houfe,  as  you  are,  and  go  and  falute 
'  her  ladyfhip,  and  bid  her  welcome.1 — 

*  Ay,  ay,'  replied  I,  *  fine  talking? — 

*  But  how  unlucky  this  is,  your  good 

*  matter  is  not  at  home  !' 

1  *  What  anfwer  mall  I  give  her,'  faid 
{he,'  to  herdefiring  to  fee  you?' — *  Tell 

*  her,'  faid  I,  '  I  am  fick  a-bed ;  I'm 

*  dying,  and  muft  not  be  difturbed;  I'm 

*  gone  out — or  any  thing.' 

But  her  woraan  came  up  to  me  juft  as 
I  had  utterecithis, and  faid — 'Howdoyou 

*  do, Mrs. Pamela?  My  lady  defires  to 

*  fpeak  with  you.'    So  I  muff  go. — Sure 
fhe  won't  beat  me. — Oh  that  my  dear 

*  proteclor  was  at  home !' 

Well,  now.  I  will  tell  you  all  that  hap- 
pened in  this  frightful  interview. — And 
very  bad  it  was. 

I  went  down,  drefTed  as  I  was,  and  my 
gloves  on,  and  my  fan  in  my  hand,  to  be 
juft  ready  to  get  into  the  chariot,  when  I 
could  get  away ;  and  I  thougnt  all  my 
trembling  fits  had  been  over  now;  but  I 
\vasmiftaken;  for  I  trembled  fadly:  yet 
refolved  to  put  on  as  good, an  air  as  I 
could. 

So  I  went  to  the  parlour,  and  faid, 
making  a  very  low  cuitdey— -*  Your  fer- 

*  vant,  my  good  lady!.' — c  And  your 
«  fervant  again,'  faid  me,  «  my  lady;  for 

*  I  think  you  are  dreflfed  out  like  one.' 

'  A  charming  girl  though!'  faid  her 
rakifh  nephew,  and  fwore  a  great  oath ; 
'  dear  aunt,  forgive  me,  but  I  muft  kifs 

*  her;'  and  was  coming  to  me.     And  I 
faid — *   Forbear,  uncivil  gentleman  !    I 

*  won't  be  ufed  freely.' — (  Jackey,"  faid 
my  lady,  *  fit  down,  and  don't  touch  the 

*  creature  :  fhe's  proud  enough  already. 

*  There's  a  great  difference  in  her  air, 

*  I'll  affure  you,  fincel  law  herlaft. 

'  Well, child,'  faid  fhe,fneeringly,'  how 

«  doft  find  thyfeif ?—  Thou'rt'mightily 

'  come  on>  of  late  !— I  hear  ftrange  re- 

'  ports  about  thee ! — Thou'rt  almoil  got 

*  into  fool's  paradife,  I  doubt! — And 

*  wilt  find  thyfeif  terribly  miftaken  in  a 

*  little  while,  if  thou  thinkeft  my  bro- 

*  ther  will  difgrace  his  family,  to  hxi- 

*  mouy  thy  baby-face  !' 

'  I  fee,'  faid  I,  fadly  vexed  (her  wo- 
man and  nephew,  imilingby,) «  her  lady- 


'  fhip  has  no  very  important  commands 
'  forme;  and  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw.* 
— *  Beck,'  faid  me,  to  her  woman,  *  fhut 

*  the  door,  ray  young  lady  and  I  muft 
'  not  have  done  ib  foon.' 

*  Where's  your  well-mannered   de- 
'  ceiver  gone,  child?'  fays  fhe.' — Said  I 
— *  When  your  ladyfhip  is  pleafed  to 
'  fpeak  intelligibly,  I  mall  know  how  to 
'  anfwer.' 

1  Well,  but  my  dear  child,'  faid  fhe, 
in  drollery,  '  don't  be  too  pert  neither,  t 

*  befeech  thee.     Thou  wilt  not  find  thy 

*  m after' s  fitter  half  fo  ready  to  take  thy 

*  freedoms,  as  thy  mannerly  mafter  is  !— - 

*  So,  a  little  of  that  modefty  and  humi- 
f  lily  that  my  mother's   waiting-maid 
'  ufed  to  mew,  will  become  thee  better 
'  than  the  airs  thou  giveft  thyfeif,  fmce 
'  my  mother's  fon  has  taught  thee  to  for. 
'  get  thyfeif.' 

(  I  would  beg,'  faid  I,  '  one  favour 
'  of  your  ladyfhip,  that  if  you  would 

*  have  me  keep  my  diftance,  you  will 
'  not  forget  your  own  degree.' — <  Why, 
'  fuppofe,  Mifs  Pert,  I  fhou-ld  forget  my 

*  degree,   wouldft   thou   not  keep  thy 

*  diftance  then  ?' 

'  If  you,  Madam,'  faid  I,  '  leiTen  the 

*  diftance  yovnielf,  you  will  defcend  to> 
'  my  level,  and  make  an  eqxiality,  which 

*  1  don't  prefume  to  think  of ;  for  I  can't 
'  defcend  lower  than  I  am — at  leaft  in 
'  your  ladyfhip's  efteem  ?' 

*  Did  I  not  tell  you,  Jackey,'  faid  fhe, 
'  that  I  mould  have  a  wit  to  talk  to  ?'— « 
He,  who  fwears  like  a  fine  gentleman,  at 
every  word,  rapped  out  an  oath,  and  faid, 
drolling — «  I  think,  Mrs.  Pamela,  if  I 

*  may  be  fo  bold  as  to  fay  fo,  you  fhouid 

*  know  you  arc  fpeaking  to  Lady  Da- 
'  versT— '  Sir,'  faid  I,  '«  I  hope  there 
*.  was  no  need  of  your  information,  and 
f  fo  I  can't  thank  you  for  it;  and  am 

*  lorry  you  feem  to  think  it  wants  an 

*  oath  to  convince  me  of  the  truth  of  it.* 
He  looked  more  foolifh  than  I,  at  this, 

if  pofilble,  not  expecting  fuch  a  repri- 
mand :— and  faid,  at  laft— '  Why, Mrs.. 

*  Pamela,  you  put:  me  half  out  ofcoun- 

*  tenance  with  your  witty  reproof!'—- 
*""Sir,'  faid  I,  '  you  feem  quite  a  fine 
'  gentleman;   and  it  will  not  be  eaiily 
'  done,  I  dare  fay.' 

1  How-now,  pert-one,'  faid  my  lady, 
'  do  you  know  whom  you  talk  to  ?'— '  I 
1  think  I  do  not,  Madam,'  replied  I  -/and, 
1  for  fear  I  mould  forget  myfelf  more, 

*  I'll  .withdraw.     Your  ladyfhip's  fer- 

*  v.,. 
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*  vanti'faid.t;  and  was  going :  but  fhe 
rofe,  and  gave  me  a  jrufh,  and  pulled  a 
chair,  and',  letting  the  back  againft  the 
door,  fat  down  in  it. 

'  Well,1  laid  I,  '  I  can  bear  any  thing 
'•  at  your  lady/hip's  hands  ;'  but  I  was 
ready  to  cry  though.  And  I  went,  and 
fat  down,  and  fanned  myfelf  at  the  other 
e;ic!  of  the  room. 

Her  woman,  who  flood  all  the  time, 
faid,  foftly — *  Mrs.  Pamela,  you  mould 
6  not  in  my  lady's  preftnce/  And  my 
hidy,  though  fhe  did  not.  hear  her,  (aid — 

*  You  fhail  fit  down,  child,  in  the  room 

*  where  I  am,  when  I  give  you  leave.1 

So  I  flood  up,  and  laid — *  When  your 

*  ladyfhipwill  hardly  permit  me  to  fland, 
i  one  might  be  indulged  to  fit  down/ — 
•'  But  I  aflced  you*,'  faid  fhe,  «  whither 

*  your  mafter  is  goner1 — *  To  one  Mr. 
(  Carlton,  Madam,  about  eighteen  miles 

*  off,  who  is  very  lick.1 — *  And  when 

*  docs  he  come  home?1—-'   This  even- 

*  ing,  Madam.1 — *  And  where  are  you 

*  going?1 — f  To  a  gentleman's  houfe  in 
'  the  town,  Madam.' — (  And  how  was 

*  you  to  go  ?'— l  In  the  chariot, Madam/ 
- — '  Why,  you  muft  be  a  lady  in  time, 

*  to  be  fure  !— -I  believe,  you'd  become  a 
f  chariot  mighty  well,  child ! — Was  you 

*  ever  out  in  it,  with  your  mafler.1 

*  Pray,  your  ladyfhip,'  faid  I,  a  little 
too  pertly  perhaps,  *  be  pleafed  to  afk 
'  half  a  dozen  fuch  queflions  together  ; 
'  'becaufe  one  anfwer  may  do  for  all  !' — 
'  Why,  Boldface,1  faid  fhe,  <  you'll  for- 
*,  Set  }'our  diftance,  and  bring  me  to 

*  your  level  before  my  time/ 

I  could  no  longer  refrain  tears,  but 
foid — <  Pray  your  ladyfhip,  let  me  afk, 
what  I  have  done,  to  be  thus  feverely 
treated  ?  I  never  did  your  ladyfhip  any 
harm.  And  if  you  think  I  am  deceiv- 
ed, as  you  was  pleafed  to  hint,  I  mould 
be  more  entitled  to  your  pity,  than  your 
anger/ 

She  arofe,  and  took  me  by  the  hand, 
and  led  me  to  her  chair;  and  then  fat 
down;  and  flill  holding  my  hand,  laid — 
Why,  Pamela,  I  did  indeed  pity  you 
while  I  though  you  innocent  5  and  when 
my  brother  feized  you,  and  brought 
you  down  hither,  without  your  con- 
fent,  I  was  concerned  for  you;  and  I 
was  flill  more  concerned  for  you,  and 
loved  you,  when  I  heard  of  your  virtue 
and  refiftance,  and  your  laudable  ef- 
forts to  get  away  from  him.  Bvctwhep, 
as  I  fear?  vow  have  futiVred  your: 


'  be  prevailed  upon,  and  have  loft  y<  ur 

*  innocence,   and  added  another  to  the 
'  number  of  the   fools  he  has  ruined,* 
(Tbisjbockedme  a  little,)  '  I  cannot  help 

*  mewing  my  difpleafure  to  you/ 

*  Madam,'  replied  I,  '  I  mult  beg  no 
1  hafty  judgment;  I  have  not  loft  my  in- 
'  nocence/— '  Take  care,  take  care,  Pa- 
4  mela!1  faid  fhe:  (  don't  lofb  your  ve- 
4  racity,  as  well  as  your  honour  ! — Why 

*  are  you  here,  when  you  are  at  full  li- 

*  berty  to  go  whither  you   pleafe?. — I 

*  will  make  one  propofal  to  you, "and  if 
4  you  are  innocent,  I'm  fure  you'll  ac- 
f  cept  it/-  Will  you  go  and  live  with 
4  me? — I  will  ihitantiyfet  out  with  you 
c  in  my  chariot,  y.nd  not  flay  half  an 

*  hour  longer  in  this  houfe,  if  you'll  go 
4  with  me. — Now,  if  .you  are  innocent, 
4  and  willing  to  keep  fo,  deny  me,  if  you 
4  can/ 

*  I  am  innocent,  Madam, '  replied  I, 
1  and  willing  to  keep  fo;   and  yet  I  can- 
4  not  confent  to  this/ — '  Then.,  faid  fhe, 
very  mannerly — cThou  lyefl,  child,  that's 

*  all;  and  I  give  t-hee  up  ! ' 

And  fo  fhe  arofe,  and  walked  about  tT;e 
room  in  great  wrath.  Her  nephew  and 
her  woman  faid — *  Your  ladylhip's  very 

*  good;  'tis  aplain  cafe;  a  very  plain  cafe!' 

I  would  have  removed  the  chair,  to 
have  gone  out;  but  her  nephew  came  and 
fat  in  it.  This  provoked  mej  for  I  thought 
I  mould  be  unworthy  of  the  honour  I 
was  raifer]  to,  though  I  was  afraid  to  own. 
it,  if  I  did  not  fliew  fome  fpirit  j '  and  I 
faid — *  WhatjSir,  isycur  pretence  in  this 

*  houfe,  to  keep  me  a  prifoner  here  ?'— 
«  Becaufe,1  faid  he—4  I  like  it/ — '  Do 
1  you  fo,  Sir  ?'  replied  I :   <  if  tliat  is  the 
e  anfwer  of  agentknian,tofuch  an  one  rs 

*  I,  it  would  not,  I  dare  fay,  be  the  aii- 

*  fwer  of  a  gentleman  to  a  gentleman  / — 

*  My  lady!  my  lady!1  faid  he,  *  : 

*  Jenge,  a  challenge,  by  Gad  I1 — (  No, 
(  Sir,7  faid  I,  '  I  am  of  a  fex  that  gives 

*  no  challenges  ;  and  you  think  fo  too, 
4  or  you  would  not  give  this  cccanon  for' 

*  the  word/ 

Said  my  lady — *  Don't  be  furprhccl, 

*  nephew;  the  wench  could  nottnlk  thus, 

*  if  flie  had  net  been  her  maftcr's  beti- 

*  fellow. — Pamela,   Pamela,'   laid  fhe, 
and  tapped  ine  upon  the  moulder,  two  or 
three  times,  in  anger,  l  thou  haft  loft  thy 
'  innocence,  girl;  and  thou  haft  got  ic-ivie 

y  bold  mafler1  s  aifurance,  an 

*  fit  to  go  any-whnher/ — {  Then,  and 
(  pleafe  your  ladyfhip/  faid  I, '  I  am.ur  - 
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*  worthy  of  your  pvefence,  and  defire  I 

*  may  quit  it.' 

'  No,'  replied  fhe,  1 1  will  know  firft 
'  what  reafon  you  can  give  for  not  ac- 
'  cepting  iny  propofal,  if  you  are  inno- 

*  cent  ?' — '  I  can  give/  faid  I,  *  a  very 
'  good  one  :  but  I  beg  to  be  excufed/*— 
«  I  will  hear  it,'  faid  Hie.     «  Why  then,* 
anfwered  I,  '  I  mould  perhaps  have  left 

*  reafon  to  like   this  gentleman,   than 

*  where  I  am/ 

«  Well,  then,'  faid  fhe,  '  I'll  put  you 
f  to  another  trial.  I'll  let  out  this  mo- 
'  ment  with  you  to  your  father  and  ino- 
'  ther,  and  give  you  up  fafe  to  them. 

*  What  do  you  fay  to  that  ?' — '  Ay, 
'  Mrs.  Pamela,'  faid  her  nephew,  *  now 

*  what  does  your  innocence  fay  to  that?— 
^  'Fore  Gad,  Madam,  you  have  puzzled 
'  her  now.' 

'  Bepleafed,  Madam/  faid  I,  'to 
'  call  off  this  fine  gentleman.  Your 

*  kindnefs  in  thefe  propofals  makes  me 
'  think  you  would  not  have  me  baited.' 
— «  I'll  be  d— -,*  faid  he,  «  if  fhe  does 
*.  not  make  me  a  bull  dog  !  Why,  me' 11 
f  tofs  us  all  by-and-by!'— '  Sir,'  faid 
I,  *  you  indeed  behave  as  if  you  were  in 
'  a  bear-garden.' 

'  Jackey,  be  quiet,'  faid  my  lady. 
'  You  only  give  her  a  pretence  to  evade 

*  my  queftions. — Come,  anfwer me,  Pa- 

*  mela.'— '  I  will*  Madam,'    faid  I, 
'  and  it  is  thus  :  I  have  no  occafion  to 

*  be  beholden  to  your  ladyfhip  for  this 
4  honour  ;  for  I  am  to  fetout  to-morrow 

*  morning  on  the  way  to  my  parents/— 
'  Now  again,  thou  lyeft,  wench/ — '  I 

*  am  not  of  quality,'  faid  I,  '  to  anfwer 

*  fuch  language.' — '  Once  again,'  faid 
fhe,  *  provoke  me  not,    by  thefe  reflec- 

*  tions,  and  this  pertnefs;  if  thou  dolt,  I 

*  mall  do  fomething  by  thee,  unworthy 

*  of  myielf.'— *  That,'  thought  I,  «  you 
'  have  done  already  ;'  but  I  ventured  not 
to  fay  fo.     *  But  who  is  to  carry  you,' 
laid  fhe,  £  to  your  father  and  mother  ?"— 

*  Who  my  mafter  pleafes,  Madam,'  faid 
I.     *  Ay,'  faid  me,  '  I  doubt  not*  thou 
'  wilt  do  every  tiling  he  pleafes,  if  thou 
'  halt  not  already.     Why  now  tell  me, 
'  Pamela,  from  thy  heart,  haft  thou  not 

*  'been  in  bed  with   thy  mafter  ?    Ha, 

*  wench!'     I  was  quite  mocked  at  this, 
and  faid — *  I  wonder  how  your  ladyfhip 
4  can  ufe  me  thus !  I  am  fure  you  can 

*  expeft  no  anfwer  j  and  my  fex,  and  my 

*  tcndsr  years,  might  exempt  me  from 

*  fuch  treatment,  from  a  perfon  of  your 

*  ladf  fhip's  birth  and  quality,  and  who, 


*  be  the  diftance  ever  fo  great,  is'  of  the* 

*  fame  fex  with  me.' 

'  Thou  art  a  confident  wench,'  faid 
fhe,  «  I  fee  !'— <  Pray,  Madam,'  faid  I, 

*  let  me  beg  you  to  permit  me  to  go.     I 

*  am  waited  for  in  the  town,  to  dinner/ 
— '  No,'  replied  fhe,  '  I  can't  fpare  you  5 
'  and  whomever  you  are  to  go  to,  will 
'  excufe  you,  when  they  are  told  'tis  / 
'  that  command  you  not  to  go  5 — and 

*  you  may  excufe  it  too,   young  Lady 
'  Would-be,  if  you  confider,  that  it  is 

*  the  unexpected  coming  of  your  late  la- 
'  dy's  daughtei',  and  your  mafter' s  fifter, 
*"  that  commands  your  ftay.' 

'  But  apre-engagement,  your  ladyfhip 

*  will  confider,  is  fomething!' — *  Ay, 
'  fb  it  is ;  but  I  know  not  what  reafon 

*  waiting-maids  have  to  affume  thefe  airs 

*  of  pre- engagements!  Oh,  Pamela,  Pa- 
'  mela,  I  am  forry  for  thy  thus  aping 

*  thy  betters,    and  giving  thyfelf  fuch 
'  airs:  I  fee  thow'rt  quite  fpoiled !   Of  a 
'  modeft,  innocent  girl,  that  thou  waft, 

*  and  humble  too,  thou  art  now  fit  for 
f  nothing  in  the  world,  but  what  I  fear 

*  thou  art/ , 

'  Why,  pkafe  your  ladyfhip,'  faid  her 
kinfman,  '  what  fignifies  all  you  fay  ? 
c  The  matter's  over  with  her,  no  doubt, 
'  and  fhe  likes  itj  and  me  is  in  a  fairy - 
(  dream,  and  'tis  pity  to  awaken  her  be- 
'  fore  her  dream's  out/ — '  Bad  as  you 

*  take  me  to  be,  Madam/  faid  I,  *  I 

*  am  not  ufed  to  fuch  language  or  reflec- 
'  tions  as  this  gentleman  beftows  upon- 

*  mej  and  I  won't  bear  it/ 

«  Well,  Jackey/  faidihe,  «  befilentj* 
and,  making  her  head — '  Poor  girl !'  faid 
me,  e  what  a  fweet  innocence  is  here  de- 
ftroyed  ! — A  thoufand  pities !  I  could 
cry  over  her,  if  that  would  do  her 
good  !  But  fhe  is  quite  loft,  quite  un- 
done ;  and  then  has  affumed  a  carriage 
upon  it,  that  all  thofe  creatures  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  by!1 

I  cried  fadly  for  vexation;  and  faid— 
Say  what  you  pleafe,  Madam  :  if  I  can 
help  it,  I  will  not  anfwer  another  word/ 
Mrs.  Jewkes  came  in,  and  afked,  if 
her  ladyfhip  was  ready  for  dinner?  She 
faid — *  Yes/  I  would  have  gone  out 
with  her  !  but  my  lady  faid,  taking  my 
hand,  fhe  could  not  fpare  me.  *  And, 
Mifs/  faid  fhe,  *  you  may  pull  off 
your  gloves,  and  lay  your  fan  by,  for 
you Jhan"t  go;  and,  if  you  behave 
well,  you  fhall  wait  upon  me  at  dinner, 
and  then  I  fhull  have  a  little  further  talk 
with  you.' 
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Mi's.  Jewkes  faid  to  me — '  Madam, 

*  may  I  fpeak  one  word  with  you  ?' — '  I 

*  can't  tell,  Mrs.  Jewkes,'  laid  I  j  '  for 
'  my  lady  holds  my  hand,  and  you  fee  I 

*  am  a  kind  of  prifoner.' 

*  What  you  have  to  lay,  Mrs.  Jewkes./ 
faid  me,  *  you  may  fpeak   before  me.' 
But  (he  went  out,  and  feemed  vexed  for 
me  ;  and  me  lays,  I  looked  like  the  very 
fcarlet. 

The  cloth  was  laid  in  another  parlour, 
and  for  f  £f¥{  perfojis,  and  (lie  led  me  in. 

*  Come,  my  little  dear,'  faid  {he,  with  a 
iheer,   '  I'll  hand  you  in  ;  and  I  would 

*  have  you  think  it  as  well  as  if  it  was 
'  my  brother.' 

*  What  a  fad  cafe,'  thought  I,  'fhould  1 
'  be  in,  if  I  were  as  naughty  as  flic  thinks 
'  me  1'  It  was  bad  enough  as  it  was. 

'  Jackey,'  faid  my  lady,  '  come,  let 
'  us  go  to  dinner.1  She  faid  to  her  wo- 
man— '  Do  you,  Beck,  help  Pamela  to 

*  'tend  us  j  we  will  have  no  men-fellows. 

*  — Come,  my  young  lady,  fhall  I  help 

*  you  off  with  your  white  gloves  ?' — '  I 

*  have  not,   M'adam,'  faid  I,  *  deferved 

*  this  at  your  ladyfhip's  hands.' 

Mrs.  Jewkes  coming  in  with  the  firft 
difh,  me  faid — '  Do  you  expect  any- 

*  body  elfe,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  that  you  lay 

*  the  cloth  fortbreef  Said  fhe — '  I  hoped 

*  your  ladyihip  and  Madam  would  have 

*  been  fo  well  reconciled,  that  me  would 

*  have  fat  down  too.' — *  What  means  the 
'  clownim  woman  ?'  faid  my  lady,  in 
great  difdain  :     '  could  you  .think  the 

*  creature  fhould  fit  down  with  me  ?' — 

*  She  does,   Madam,    and  pleafe  your 

*  ladyfhip,  with  my  mafter.'— -<  I  doubt 

*  it  not,  good  woman,'   faid  fhe,  '  and 

*  lies  with  him  too,  does  fhe  not?  An- 

*  fwer  me,  Fat  face  !' — How  thefe  ladies 
aie  privileged  ! 

*  If  fhe  does,  Madam,' faid  me,  *  there 

*  may  be  a  reafon  for  it,  perhaps  !'  and 
went  out.     '  So!1    faid  fhe,    «  has  the 
'  wench  got  thee  over  too  ? — Come,  my 
'  little  dear,  pull  off  thy  gloves,  I  fay;' 
and  off  fhe  pulled  my  left-glove  herfelf, 
and  fpied  my  ring.     '  O  my  dear  God,' 
faid  me,  *  if  the  wench  has  not  got  a 

ring  ! — Well,  this  is  a  pretty  piece  of 
foolery,  indeed  ! — Do'ft  know,  my 
iriend,  thatthou  art  miferably  tricked. 
And  fo,  poor  innocent,  thcu  haft  made 
a  fine  exchange,  haft  thou  not  ?  Thy 
honefly  for  this  bauble?  and,  I'll  war- 
rant, my  little  dear  has  topped  her  part, 
and  paraded  it  like  any  real  wife  ;  and 


'  fo  mimicks  ftill  the  condition  !  Why,*' 

faid  fhe,  and  turned  me  round,  <  thou  ait 

as  mincing  as  any  bride  !  No  wonder 

thou  art  thus  tricked  out,  and  talkeit 

of  thy    pre-engagements  !     Pr'ythce, 

child,  walk  before  me  to  that  glafs  5   ' 

iurvey  ihyfelf,  and  come  back  to  me, 

that  I  may  fee  how  finely  thou  can 'it 

a<5t  the  theatrical  part  given  thee V 

I  was  then  refolved  to  try  to  be  file nt; 

although  moft  fadly  vexed.     So  I  wert 

and  fat  me  clown  in  the  window,  and  fhe 

took  her  place  at  the  upper  end  of  the 

table;  and  her  faucy  Jackey,  fleering -at 

me  moft  provokingly,   fat  down  by  her. 

Said  he — '  Shall  not  the  bride  fit  "down 

*  by  us,  Madam  ?' — '  Ay,  well  thought 
1  of  T  faidmy  lady  :  '  Pray,  Mrs.  Bride, 
'  your  pardon  for  fitting  down  in  your 

*  place!'     I  faid  nothing. 

Said  me,  with  a  poor  pun — e  Thou  haft 
'  fome  modefty,  however, child!  for  thow 

*  canft  notjland  it,  fo  muftjf/  down, 
'  though  in  my  preience  !'  I  ftill  kept  ray 

*  feat,  and  faid  nothing1.    Thought  I —  . 

*  This  is  a  lad  thing,  that  I  am  hindered 
4  too  from  fhewing  my  duty  where  it  is 

*  moft  due,  and  fhall  have  anger  there  too, 
'  nr.iy-be,  if  my  dear  mafter  fliould  be 

*  there  before  me  ! '  So  flie  eat  ibme Ibup, 
as  did  her  kinlhian.;  and  then  as  fhtt  was 
c-.itting  up  a  fowl ,  faid — c  If  thou  lung1  ft. > 
'  my  little  dear  I  vvillhelptheetoapinion, 

*  or  breaft,  of  anything." — '  But,  r.iay- 
1  l>e,  child,1   Did  he, '«  thou  iikeft  the 
'  rump;  fnalllbrin^-it  thco  ?'   and  then 
laughed  like  an  idiot,  for  ail  he  is  a  lord's 
fon,  and  may  be  a  lord  himfelf. — For  he  is 

the  fon  of  Lord ;  and  his  mother, 

who  was  Lord  Davers'sfifcr,  beingdead, 
he  has;  received  what  education  he  has, 
from    Lord    Davers's  direction.      Poor 
\vixich  I  for  all  his  grealnefs  !  h.e'll  never 
die  for  a  plot — at  ieaft  of  his  own  hatch- 
ing.    If  I  could   then  have  gone  up,   J 
would  have  given  you  his  piolure.     But 
for  one  of  twenty -five  or  twenty-fix  years 
of  age,  much  about  the  age  of  my  dear 
rn after,  he  is  a'moft  odd  mortal. 

*  Pamela,'  faid  my  lady,  '  help  rne 
'  to  a  glafs  of  wine. — No,  Beck,'  faid 
ftie,  *  j-3U  flian't ;'  for  flie  was  offering* 
to  do  it.  *  1  will  have  nry  Lady  Bride 

*  confer  ti; -..  pon  trie  5  and  then 

*  I  mall  fee  if  fue  c.zi\fcand  upS     I  was 
filent,  and  never  ftirred. 

1  DoH  hear,  ChaflityF  faid  (lie, '  help 
'  me  to  a  glafs  oi'  wine,  when  I  bid  thee. 
'  What!  not  ilir!  The,i  I'll  con 
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*  help  tbee  fo  one.'     Still  I  ftirr'd  not, 
and,   fanning  myfelf,   continued  filent. 
Said  fhe — *  When  I   have  afked  thee, 

4  meek  one,  half  a  dozen  qucftions  to- 

*  gether,  I  fuppofe  thou  wilt  anfwer  them 

*  all  at  once  1  Pretty  creature,  is  not  that 

« kr 

I  was  fo  vexed,  I  bit  a  piece  of  my  fan 
out,  not  knowing  what  I  did  j  but  ftill 
I  laid  nothing,  arid  did  nothing  but  flut- 
ter it,  and  fan  myfelf. 

i  I  believe,'  faid  me,  *  mynextquef- 

*  tion  will  make  up  half  a  dozen  ;  and 

*  then,  modeft  one,  I  (hall  'be  entitled  to 

*  an  anfwer.* 

He  arofe,  and  brought  the  bottle  and 
glafs — <  Come,5  laid  he,  <  Mrs.  Bride, 

*  be  pkafed  to  help  my  lady,  and  I  will 

*  be  your  deputy.' — *  Sir,1  replied  I, '  it 
V  is  in  a  good  hand  j  help  my  lady  your- 
«  felf.1— '   Why,    creature,'    faid    me, 

5  doft  thou  think  thyielf  above  it  ?*  and 
then  flew  into  a  paflion. — '  Infolence!' 
continued  fhe,   *  this  moment,  when  I 

*  bid  you,  know  your  duty,  and  give 

*  me  a  glafs  of  wine,  tr — ' 

So  I  took  a  little  fpirit  then — Thought 
I— < 1  can  but  be  beat.— If,1  faid  I,  <  to 

*  attend  yourladylhip  at  table,  or  even 

*  kneel  at  your  feet,  was  required  of  me, 

*  I  would  moft  gladly  do  it,  were  I  only 

*  die  perfon  youtHinkme;  but,  if  it  be 
4  to  triumph  over  one  who  has  received 

*  honours,  that  me  thinks  require  her  to 

*  acl  another  part,  ,not  to  be  utterly  un- 

*  worthy  of  them,  I  mull  fay,  I  cannot 
s  do  It.* 

Shefeemed  quite  furprifed,  and  looked 
,now  upon  her  kinfman,  and  then  upon 
her  woman — *  I'm  aftonifhed !  quite  afto- 

*  nifhed ! — Well,  then,   I  fuppofe  you 
c  would  have  me  conclude  you  my  bro- 

*  ther's  wife;  would  you  not?' 

£  Your  ladyfhip,'  faid  I,  '  compels  me 
'  to  fay  this  !' — *  Well,'  returned  me, 

*  but  doft  thou  thyfelfth'mk  thou  art  fo  ?' 
— r*  Silence,'  faid  her  kinfman,  '  gives 

*  confent.     'TJs  plain  enough  fhe  does. 

*  Shall  I  rife,  Madam,  and  pay  my  duty 
'  to  my  new  aunt  ?' 

'  Tell  me/  faid  my  lady,  '  what  in  the 
'  name  of  impudence,  poffeffes  thee  to 
4  dare  to  look  upon  thyielf  as  my  fifter.' 
•— *  Madam,'  replied  I,  *  that  is  a  quef- 
'  tion  will  better  become  your  moft  wor- 
'  thy  brother  to  anfwer,  than  me.' 

She  was  rifmgin  great  wrath  j  but  her 
woman  faid  — '  Good  your  ladyfhip, 

*  you'll  doyourfelf  more  harm  than  her  j 
«  and  if  the  poor  girl  has  been  deluded 


fo,  as  you  have  heard,  with  the  mam- 
marriage,  fhe'll  be  more  deferving  of 
¥>ur  lady/hip's   pity  thaii   angen.'— 
rue,  Beck,  very  true,1  faid  my  lady ; 
but  there's  no  bearing  the  impudence 
of  the  creature  in  the  mean  time/ 
I  would  have  gone  out  at  the  door, 
but  her  kinfman  ran  and  fet  his  back  a- 
gainft  it.  I  expected  bad  treatment  from 
her  pride,  and  violent  temper ;  but  this 
was  worfe  than  I  could  have  thought  of. 
And  I  faid  to  him — '  Sir,  when  my  ma- 
1   fter  comes  to  know  your  rude   beha- 
c   viour,  you  will)  may-be,  have  caufe  to 

*  repent  it:'  and  went  and  fat  down  in 
the  window  again. 

*  Another  challenge,  by  Gad!'   faid 
he;  *  but  I  am  glad  me  fays  her  mafler! 
'  — You  fee,   Madam,    fhe  herfelf  does 
(  not  believe  file  is  married,  and  fo  has 
f,  not  been_/o  much  delutled  as  you  think 
'  for:'  and  coming  to  me  with  a   moft 
barbarous  air  of  infult,  he  faitf,  kneel- 
ing on  one  knee   before  me — *  My  new 
'  aunt,  your  blejfing  or   your  curfe,  I 

*  care  not  which ;  but  quickly  give  me 
'  one  or  other,  that  I  may  not  loie  my 
'  dinner.' 

I  gave  him  a  moft  contemptuous  look  : 
— 'Tinfell'd  toy !'  faid  I,  (for  he  was 
laced  all  over,)  «  twenty  or  thirty  years 

*  hence,  when  you  are  at  agey  I  fhall 
f  know  how  to  anfwer  you  better ;  mean 

*  time,  fport  with  your  footmen,  and  not 

*  me  1'  and  fo  I  removed  to  another  win- 
dow nearer  the  door,  and  he  look'd  like 
a  fad  fool,  as  he  is. 

*  '  Beck,  Beck,' faid  my  lady,  'this  is 

*  not  to  be  borne !     Was  ever  the  like 

*  heard  !     Is  my  kinfman   and    Lord 
t  Davers's  to  be  thus  uied  by  fuch  a 

*  fl-ut?'  And  was  coming  to  me:  and  in- 
deed I    began  to  be  afraid  ;    for  I  have 
but  a  poor  heart,  after  all.    But  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  hearing  high  words,  came  in 
again,  with  the  fecond  courfe,  and  faid 
— *  Pray  your  ladyfhip,  don't  fo  difcom- 

pofe  yourfelf.  I  am  afraid  this  day's 
bufmefs  will  make  matters  wider  than 
ever  between  your  good  ladyfhip  and 
your  brother  :  for  my  mafter  doats 
upon  Madam.' 

«  Woman,'  faid  fhe,  <  do  thou  be 
filent!  Sure,  I  that  was  born  in  this 
houfe,  may  have  fome  privilege  in  it, 
without  being  talked  to  by  the  fancy 
fervantsin  it !' 

*  I  beg  pardon,    Madam,'    replied 
Mrs.  Jewkes  ;  and,  turning  to  me,  faid 
— '  Madam,  my  mafter  will  take  it  very 

*  ill, 
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'  ill,  if  you  make  him  wait  for  you  thus." 
Solrofe  to  go  out;  but  my  lad/  laid 

<  If  it  was  only  for  that  reaibu,   fhe 

'  (han't  go.'  And  went  to  the  door  and 
(hut  it,  and  faid  to  Mrs.  Jewkes — «  Wo- 
4  man,  don't  come  again  till  I  call  you  ;' 
and,  coming  to  me,  took  my  hand,  and 
faid — <  Find  your  legs,  Mifs,  if  you ' 
'  pleafe.' 

I  flood  up,  and  fhe  tapp'd  my  cheek! 
Oh,'   fays    me,     *   that  fcarlet  glow 
fhews  what  a  rancorous   little  heart 
thou  haft,   if  thou  durft  mew  it ;  but 
come  this  way  5'  and  fo  led  me  to  her 
hair  :     '  Stand  there,'    faid  me,  f  and 
anfwer  me  a  few  queftions  while  I  dine, 
and  \T11  difmifs  thee,    till  I  call  thy 
impudent  mafter  to  account ;  and  then 
I'll  have  you  face  to  face,  and  all  this 
myftery  of  iniquity  (hall  be  unravcll'd; 
for  between  you,  £  will  come  to  the 
bottom  of  it.' 
When  me  had  fat  down,  I  moved  to 
the  window  on  the  other  fide  the  parlour, 
looking  into  the  private  garden ;  and  her 
woman  faid — *  Mrs.  Pamela,  don't  make 

*  my  lady  angry.     Stand  by  her  lady- 
<  (hip  as  (he  bids  you.'    Said  I — '  Pray, 

*  good  now,   let  it  fuffice  you  to  attend 
'  your  lady" s  commands,  and  don't  lay 
«  your's  upon  me." — '    Your    pardon, 
«  fweet  Mrs.  Pamela,'  faid  me. '  Times 
'  are  much  altered  with  you,  I'll  aflure 
«  you  T     Said  I — '  Her  ladyfhip  has  a 
'  very  good  plea  -to  be  free  in  the  houi'e 
'  that  (he  was  born  in  :  but  you  may  as 

*  well  confine  your  freedoms  to  the  houi'e 

*  in  which  you  had  your  breading.'' — 
'  Why,  how  now,   Mrs.  Pamela,  faid 
me :  '  iince  you  provoke  me  to  it,  Til  tell 
'  you  a  piece  of  my  mind.' — *  Hufh, 

*  hum,  goodiuoman,'1  faid  I,  alluding  to 
my  lady's   language  to  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
'  my  lady  wants  not  your  afliftance  : — 

*  befides,  I  can't  fcold.' 

The  woman  was  ready  to  flutter  with 
vexation  ;  and  Lord  Jackey  laughed  as 
if  he  would  burft  his  fides  :  *  G — d 

<  d — me,  Beck,'  faid  he,  '  you'd  better 
'  let  her  alone  to   my  lady  here  ;  for 

*  (he'll  be  too  many  for  twenty  fuch  as 
'  you  and  I.'     And  then  he    laughed 
again,    and  repeated  —  *  I  can't  Jcold, 

*  quoth-a ! — but,  by  Gad,  Mils,  you  can 

*  (peak  d% — d  fpiteful  words,  I  can  tell 

<  you  that  ? — Poor  Beck,  poor  Beck ! — 

*  'Fore  Gad,  (he's  quite  dumb-found- 
4  ered!' 

'  Well,  but,  Pamela,'  faid  my  lady, 
••  come  hithtr?  and  tell  me  truly,  doit 


*  thou    think    thyfelf  really  married  ?' 
Said  I,  and  approached  her  chair — <  My 

*  good  lady,  I'll  anfwer  all  your  com- 
'  mands,  if  you'll  have  patience  with  me, 

*  and  not  be  fo  angry  as  you  are  :  but  I 

*  can't  bear  to  be  ufed  thus  by  this  gen- 

*  tleman,  and  your  ladyfhip's  woman."* 
•— '  Child,'  (aid  (he,  '  thou  art  very  im- 
f  pertinent  to  my  kinfinan;  thou  can'ft 

*  not  ba  civil  to  me  5  and  my  ladymip's 

*  woman  is  much  thy  betters.  But  that's 
'  not  the  thing! — Doft  thou  think  thou 

*  art  really  married?' 

*  I  fee.  Madam,'  laid  I,  '  you  are  re- 
e  folved  not  to  be  pleafed  with  any  an- 

*  fwer  I  mall  return  :  if  I  mould  fay,  I 

*  am  not,  then  your  ladyfhip  will  call  me 

*  hard  names,  and  perhaps  I  mould  tell 
'  a  fib.  If  I  ihould  lay,  I  am,  your  lady- 
'  (hip  will  afk,  how  I  have  the  impu- 

*  dence  to  be  fo  ? — and  will  call  it  a 
'  (ham-marriage/ — '  I  will,'  faid  (he, 

*  be  arifwered  more  directly.' — *  Why,  • 
'  what,  Madam,  does  it  fignify,  what  I 

*  think  ?     Your  lady/hip  will  believe  a* 

*  you  pleafe.' 

*  But  can'lt  thou  have  the  vanity,  the 
'  pride,  the  folly,'  faid  ihe,  *  to  think 

*  thyfelf  actually  married  to  my  brother? 
1  He  is    no   fool,  child;    and  libertine 

*  enough  of  confcience ;  and  thou  art  not 
'  the  firll  in  the  lift  of  his  credulous  har- 
'  lots.' — «  Well,  well,'  faid  I,  (and  was 
in  a  fad  flutter;)  '  as  I  am  eafyand  pleaf- 
'  edwith  my  lot,  pray,  Madam,  let  me 
'  continue  fo,  as  long  as  I  can.     It  will 
'  be  time  enough  for  me  to  know  the 

*  worft,  when  the  worft  comes.     And 

*  if  it  mould  be  fo  bad,  yo:;r  ladyfhip 
1  fhould  pity  me,  rather  than  thus  tor- 

*  ment  me  before  my  time.' 

4  Well,'  laid  (he,  'but  doft  not  think 
{  I  am  concerned,  that  a  young  wench, 
(  whom  my  poor  dear  mother  loved  fo 
f  well,  ihould  thus  call  herfelf  away,  nntl 

*  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  deluded  and   un- 

*  done,  after  fuch  a  noble  ftand  as  thou 

*  mad'fl:  for  fo  long  a  time  ?' 

1  I  think  myfelf  far  from  being  de- 
4  luded  and  undone ;  and  am  as  inno- 

*  cent  and  virtuous,  as  everl  was  in  my 
<  life.'—4  Thou  lyeft,  child,'~  faid  (he. 

'  So  your  ladyfhip  told  me  twice  be- 
1  fore.'  * 

She  gave  me  a  (lap  on  the  hand  for 
this  ;  and  I  made  a  low  cuitfey,  and  faid 
— *  I  humbly  thank  your  ladyfhip!'  but 
I  could  not  refrain  tears  :  and  added— 

*  Your  dear  brother,  Madam,  however, 

*  won't  thank  your  ladyfhip  For  this  uTage 
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of  me,  though  I  do." — '  Come  a  little 
nearer  me,  my  dear,1  {'aid  me, '  and  thou 
ihnk  have  a  little  more  than  that  to  tell 
him  of,  if  thou  think" ft  thou  haft  not 
made  mifchief  enough  already  between 
a  lifter  and  brother.  But,  child,  if  he 
was  here,  I  would  ferve  thee  worfe,  and 
him  too." — *  I  wilh  he  was,'  laid  I. 
Doft  thou  threaten  me,  mifchief-maker, 
and  infolent  as  thou  art?1 
'  Now,  pray,  Madam,'  fnid  I,  (but 
t  to  a  little  diftance)  *  be  pleafed  to  re- 
fleft  upon  all  that  you  have  laid  to  me, 
fiace  I  have  had  the  honour ,  or  rather 
fftisjorfutje^  to  come  into  your  prefence; 
whether  you  have  faid  one  thing  be- 
fitting your  ladyfhip"s  degree  to  me, 
even  fuppofing  I  was  the  Wench  and 
the  Creature  you  imagine  me  to  be  ?'— 
Come  hither,  my  pert  dear,'  replied  {he, 
come  but  within  my  reach  for  one  mo- 
ment, and  I'll  anfwer  thce,asthou  de- 
ierveft.' 

To  be  fure  flie  meant  to  box  my  ears. 
But  I  mould  be  unworthy  of  my  happy 
let,  if  1  could  not  mew  fome  fpirit. 

When  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  I 
faid — '  I  fuppoie  I  may  now  depart  your 

*  prefence,  Madam.'-—'  I  fuppofe  not,' 
faid  (he.     *  Why,  I'll  lay  thee  a  wager, 

*  child,  thy  ftomach's  too  full  to  eat,  and 
'  fo  thou  rnay'ft  faft  till  thy  mannerly 
'  mafter  comes  home.' 

*  Pray  your  ladymip,'  faid  her  wo- 
man.  '  let  the  poor  girl  lit  down  at  table 

*  with  Mrs.  Jewkes  and  me?    Said  I — 
e  You  are  very  kind,  Mrs.  Worden ;  but 

*  times,  as  you  faid,  are  much  altered 

*  with  me ;  and  I  have  been  of  late  fo 
'  -much  honoured  by  better  company, 
*•  that  I  can't  ftoop  to  your's.' 

*  Was  ever  fuch  confidence!'  faid  my 
lady.     '  Poor  Beck!  poor  Beck!"  faid 
frer  kinfman  ;  '  why,  me  beats  you  quite 

*  out  of  the  pit!" — '  Will  your  ladymip, ' 
laid  I, '  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  me  how  long 
'  I  am  to  tarry  ?  For  you'll  £}Jeafe  to  fee 

*  by  that  letter,  that  I  am  obliged  to  at- 

*  tend  ray  mafter"s  commands^  And  fo 
I   gave  her  the  dear  gentleman's  letter 
from  Mr.  Carlton's,  which  I  thought 
would  make  her  ufe  me  better,  as  {he  might 
judge  by  it  of  the  honour  done  me  by  him. 
'  Ay,'  faid  me,  *  this  is  my  worthy  bro- 
'  ther'shand.  It  is  directed  to  Mrs.  An- 
'  drews.  — That's  to  you,    I  fuppofe, 
'  child  ?'     And  fo  flie  read  on,  making 
remarks,   as  file  went  along,   in    this 
manner. 


"    MT  deareP  Pamela—"     Mighty 

-LvJL  t  well ! — "  /  hope  my  not  com- 

"  ing  home  this  night,  will  not  frighten 

"  you!" —  Vaftly  tender,  indeed ! — And 

did  it  frighten  you,   child?" — "  You. 

'  may  believe  I  car?t  help  it.'"     No, 

to  be  fure  h — A  perfon  in  thy  way  of 

life,  is  more  tenderly  tiled  than  an  ho- 

neft  wife.     But  mark  the  end  of  it — 

'  /  could  have  wijhed — "     Pr"ythee, 

Jackey,  mind  this —  "  we — "   mind 

the  fignificant  we  — "  had  not  en- 

'  gaged  to  the  good  neighbourhood,  at 

'  Sir  Simons,  for  to -morrow  night  " — 

Why,doesthegoodneighbourhood,and 

does  Sir  Simon,  permit  thy  vifits,  child? 

They  mall  have  none  of  mine  then, 

I'll  allure  them  !— "  But  I  am  ft  de- 

1  firous  tofet  out  on  Wednefday  for  the 

'  other  boufe — "    So,  Jackey,  we  but 

'  juft  nicked  it,  I  find —  "  that,  as  -well 

te  as  in  return  for  the  civilities  of  fo 

"  many  good  friends,  who  will  be  there 

"   onpurpofe,  I  would  not  put  it  off." — 

«  Now  mind,  Jackey.  — "  What  I  beg  of 

"  you — "  Mind  the  wretch,  that  could 

'"  ufe  me  and  your  uncle,  as  hehas  done; 

'  he  k  turned  beggar  to  this  creature  \ 

— "  /  beg /of  you  therefore,  my  dear — " 

«  My  dear !  there's  for  you  ! — I  wim  I 

«  may  not  be  quite  fick   before  I  get 

*  through. — "  What  I  beg  of  you  there- 
"  fore,  my  dear,"  [and  then  flie  looked 
me  full  in  the  face)  "  is,  that  you  will 
"  go  in  the  chariot  to  Sir  Simons,  the 
"  fooner  in  the  day  the  better — "    Dear 

*  heart !  and  "Why  fo,  when  WE  were  not 
'  expefted  till  night  ?    Why,  pray  ob- 
'  ferve  the  reafon — Hem!"    [faid    me] 
* '  Becaufeycu  will  be  diverted  with  the 
"  company,"      Mighty   kind   indeed! 
— "  who   all — "     Jackey,  mind  this, 
"  who  all  fo  much  admire  you."     Now 

*  he'd  ha'  been  hanged  before  he  would 
'  have  faid  Ib  complaifant  a  thirfg,   had 

*  he  been  married,  I'm  fure!'—'  Very 
'  true,  auiit,'  faid   he  :   'a   plain  caie 
'  that!'— [Thought  I—'  That's  hard 
'  upon  poor  matrimony,  though  I  hope 
'  my  lady  don't  find  it  fo.'   But  I  durft 
not  Ipeak  out.]     "  Who allfo  much  ad- 
"  mireyou,"  [faid  Ihe  j]  '  I  muft  repeat 
'  that — pretty  Mil's! — I  wim  thou  waft 
'  as  admirable  for  thy  virtue,  as  for  that 

*  baby-face  of  thine! — "  And  I  hope  to 
"  joinyou  there  by  your  tea-time,  in  the 
"  afternoon1." —     So,    you're  in  very 
1  good  time>   child,    an   hpur  or  two 

*  hence 
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hence,  to  anfwer  all  your  important 
pre  -  engagements  !    "which  will  be 
«  better  than  going  home,  and  returning 
«  with  you  ;  as  it  will  be  fix  miles  dif- 
'  ference  to  me  ;  and  I  know  the  good 
*  company  will  excufe  my  drefs  on  the 
f  Dccafon."     Very  true  ;  any  drefs  is 
good  enough,  I  am  lure,  for  Iuch  com- 
pany as  admire  thee,  child,  for  a  com- 
panion in  thy  ruined  date  ! — Jackey, 
Jackey,  mind,  mind  again  !  more  fine 
things  Hill!  "  I  count  every  hour  of 
this   little    ahfence  for  a    day!''1 — 
There's  for  you  !  Let  me  repeat  it— 
/  count  every  hour  of  this  little  abfcnce 
for  a  day  /"  Mind  too  the  wit  of  the 
good  man !  One  may  lee  love  is  a  new 
thing  to  him.     Here  is  a  very  tedious 
time  gone  fince  he  law  his  deary  j  no 
lefs  than,  according  to  his  amorous  cal- 
culation, a  dozen  days  and  nights,  at 
lead !  and  yet,  TEDIOUS  as  it  is,  it  is 
butaLiTTLE  ABSENCE.— Well  faid, 
my  good,  accurate,  and  confident  bro- 
ther!— But  wife  men  in  love  are  al- 
ways   the  greated  fimpletons  ! — But 
now  comes  the  reafon  why  this  LIT- 
TLE abfence,  which,  at  the  fame  time, 
is  fo  GREAT  an  ABSENCE,  is  Ib  te- 
dious :  for  "lam"  ay,  now  for  it! 
- — "  --with  the  u T M o s T .fine erity,    my 
dearejl  love,"    out  upon  DEAREST 
love!  I  (hail  never  love  the  word  again  ! 
Pray  bid  your  uncle  never  call  rneDear- 
edLove>  Jackey! — "  For  every  our'' s!" 
— - '  But,  brother,  thou   lyeil! — Thou 
knowed  thou  doll. — And  ib  my  good 
Lady  Andrews,  or  what  (hall  I  call 
you  ?  your  dearejl  love  will  be  for  ever 
your's !  And  hail  thou  the  vanity  to  be- 
lieve this  ? — But  day,  here  is  a  poit- 
fcript.    The  poor  man  knew  not  when 
'to  havedonetohis  dear  t-fl  love. — He's 
fadly  in  for't,  truly !   Why,  his  dearejl 
love,  you  are  mighty  happy  in  iuch  a 
lover !     "  If  you  could  go  to  dine  with 
1  them — "  Cry  you  mercy,  my  dearejl 
love,  now  comes  the  pre-engagement  ? 
;  it  will  he  a  freedom  that  will  be  very 
"  pLeafing  to  them,  and  the  more,  as  they 
f(  don't  expett  it." 

'  Well,  fo  much  for  this  kind  letter ! 
But  you  fee  you  cannot  honourthis  ad- 
miring company  with  this  little-ex- 
pected, and,  but  in  complaifance  to  his 
folly,  I  dare  fay,  little-defired  freedom. 
And  I  cannot  forbear  admiring  you 
*  fo  much  Diyfelf,  my  dearejl  lg<ve>  that 


'  I  will  not  not  fpare  you  at  all,  this 

*  whole  evening :  for  'tis  a  little  hard, 
'  if  thy  mailer's  fider  may  not  be  bled  a 

*  little  bit  with  thy  charming  company.* 
So  I  found  I  had  (hewed  her  my  letter 

to  very  little  purpofe,  and  repented  it  11- 
veral  times,  as  (he  read  on.  *  Well, 
'  then,'  faid  I,  {  I  hope  your  ladyihir* 
'  will  give  me  leave  to  fend  my  excufea 

*  to  your  good  brother, .  and  fay,  that 
'  your  ladymip  is  come,  and  is  fo  fond 
'  of  me,  that  you  will  not  let  me  leave 

*  you.' — «  Pretty    creature,'  laid  (he  ; 

*  and  wanted  thou  thy  good  mailer  to 

*  come  and  quarrel  with  his  fider  on  thy 

*  account  ? — But  thou  (halt  not  dir  from 
'  my  prefence;  and  I  would  now  a(k 

*  thee,  what  it  is  thou  meaneil  by  (hew- 
'  ing  me  this  letter  ?' — '  Why,  Madam,' 
faid  I,  '  to  (hew  your  iady(hip  how  I 
'  was  engaged  for  this  day  and  even- 

*  ing.' — '  And  for  nothing  elie?'  faid 
me.    '  Why,  I  can't  tell,  Madam,'  faid 
I :  *  bnt  if  you  can  colle6l  from  it  any 
'  other  circumdances,  I  might  hope   I 
'  mould  not  be  the  worfe  treated.' 

I  faw  her  eyes  began  to  iparkle 
paifion  ;  and  me  took  my  hand,  and  faid, 
grafping  it  very  hard — 4 1  know,  confi- 
dent creature,  that  you*(hewed  it  me  to> 
infult  me! — You  (hewed  it  me,  to  let 
me  fee,  that  he  could  be  civiller  to  a 
beggar- born,  than  to  me,  or  to  my 
good  Lord  Davers! — You  (hewed  it 
me,  as  if  you'd  have  me  to  be  as  credu- 
lous a  fool  as  yourfelf,  to  believe  your 
marriage  true,  when  I  know  the  whole 
trick  of  it,  and  have  reafon  to  believe 
you  do  too  j  and  you  (lie wed  it  me,  to 
upbraid  me  with  his  ftooping  to  fuch. 
painted  dirt,  tothedifgraceof  a  family ^ 
antient  and  untainted  beyond  mod  in 
the  kingdom.     And  now  will  I  give 
thee  one  hundred  guineas  for  one  bold 
word,  that  I  may  fell  thee  at  my  foot.* 
Was  not  this  very  dreadful !     To  be 
fure,  T  had  better  have  kept  the  letter  from 
her.     I  was  quite  frightened  1 — and  this 
fearful  menace,  and  her  fiery  eyes,  and 
rageful  countenance,  made  me  lofe  all 
my  courage.  So  I  faid,  weeping — *  Good 
your  ladyfhip,  pity  me ! — Indeed  I  am. 
honed ;  indeed  I  am  virtuous  ;  indeed 
I  would  uot  do  a  bad  thing  for  the 
world.' 

*  Though  I  know  '  faid  (he, '  the  whole 
trick  of  thy  pretended  marriage,  and 
thy  fooliih  ring  here,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  wicked  nonfenfe  j  yet  J 
Gg 
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*••  not  have  patience  with  thee,  if  thou 
'   fhouldtV  but  offer  to  let  me  know  thy 

*  vanity  prompts  thee  to  btlie--uc  tbou  art 
'  married  to  my  brother! — I  could  not 
'  bear  the  thought ! — So  take  care,  Pa- 
'  mela  j  take  care,  beggarly  bratj  take 

*  care/ 

*  Good  Madam,*  faid  I,  *  fpare  my 

*  dear  parents.     They  are  honell  and 

*  indulttious  :  they  were  once  in  a  very 

*  creditable  way,  and  never  were  beg- 
'  gars.     Misfortunes  may  attend  any- 

*  bo'dy:  and  I  can  bear  the  cruelkft  im- 
'  putatilns  on  myfelf,  becauie  I  know 
1  my  innocence  j  but  upon  fuch  honcit, 

*  induftrious  parents,  who  went  through 

*  the  greateft  trials,  without  being  be- 

*  holden  to  any  thing  but  God's  blef- 

*  fmgs,  and  their  own  hard  labour  j  I 

*  cannot  bear  reflection.1 

*  What !  art  thou  letting  up  for  a  fa- 

*  mily,  creature  as  thou  art!     God  give 

*  me  patience  with  thee  !     I  fatrpofe  my 

*  brother's  folly,  and  his  wickeclnefs,  t.o- 

*  get  her,  will,  in  a  little  while,  occafion 

*  a  fearch  at  the  Herald's  Office,  to  let  out 

*  thy  wretched  obfcurity.     Provoke  me, 

*  I  defire  thou  wilt.     One  hundred  gui- 

*  neas  will  I  give  thee,   to  lay  but  thou 

*  thinkeji  thou  art  married  to  my  bro- 
«  ther.' 

4  Your  ladymip,  I  hope,  won't  kill 
*••  me:  and  fmce  nothing  I  can  fay  will 
4  pleafe  you,  but  your  ladymip  is  reibiv- 

*  ed  to  quarrel  with  me  •,  mice  I  muft  not 

*  fay  what  I  think,   on  one  hand  nor 

*  another  j  whatever  your  ladyfhip  de- 

*  llgns  by  me,  be  pleafed  to  do,  and  let 
.*  me  depart  your  pretence  '.' 

She  gave  me  a  flap  on  the  hand,  and 
Reached,  to  box  my  ear  j  but  Mrs.  Jewkes 
hearkening  without,  and  her  woman  too, 
they  both  came  in  at  that  inftant  j   and 
Mrs.  Jewkes  laid,  pufhing  herfelf  in  be- 
tween us — *  Your  ladyfhip  knows  not 
what  you  do  :  indeed  you  don't.     My 
matter  would  never  forgive  me,   if   I 
fuffered,  in  his  houfe,  one  he  fo  dearly 
loves,  to  be  fouled;  and  it  fflti&ftff/ 
be,   though  you  are  Lady  Davers.' 
Her  woman  too  interpcfed,  and  told  her, 
I  was  not  worth  her  ladyfhip' s  anger. 
jBut  fhe  was  like  a  perform  beiide  herfelf. 
I  offered  to  go  o\;t,  and  Mrs'.  Jewkes 
took  my  hand  to  lead  me  out:  but  her 
liini'man  let  his  back-  again  ft  the  door, 
;ind  put  his  lia-nd  to  his  fword,  and  faid, 
1  (ho-.-td  not  go,  till  his  aunt  permitted  it. 
- •  ,v  it  half-way,  and  I  was  fo  tcr- 


*  the  fword  P  and,  not  kn6wmg-  w 
did,  Iran  to  my  lady  herfelf\  and  clafp- 
ed  my  arms  about  her,  forgetting,  iuft 
then,  how  much  me  was  my  enemy,  and 
faid,   finking  on   my  knees — *  Defer  J 
'  mr,  good  your  ladylhvp'!  The  fword  ! 
«  the  fword  !'  Mrs.  Jewkes  laid—4  Oh  ! 
'  my  lady  will  fall  into  fits  j'  but  Lady 
Davers  was  herielf  Ib&articd  ;uthe  matter 
being  carried  fo  far,  thatihe  did  n<Jt  mind 
her  words  and  faid — '  Jackey,   don't 
'  draw  your  I'word  ! — 'You  fee,  as  great 

*  as  her  fpirit  is,  fne  can't  bear  that.' 

*  Come/  laid  fhe,  *  be  comforted  5  he 
'  flian't  fright  you  ! — I'll  try  to  over- 

*  come  my  anger,  and  will  pity  you. 
'  So,  wench,  rife  up,  and  don't  be  fool- 

*  im.'     Mrs.  Jewkes  held  her  falts  to 
my  nofe,  and  I  did  not  faint.     And  my 
lady  laid — '  Mrs.  Jewkes, .  if  you  woulcl 

*  be  forgiven,  leave  Pamela  and  me  by 
'  ourfelves  \ — and,  Jackey,do  yon  with- 

*  draw  5 — only  you,  Beck,  flay.' 

Cv-,  I  fat  down  in  the  window,  all  in  a 
lad  flutter ;  for,  to  be  fure,  I  was  iaclly 
frighted.  Said  her  woman — '  You  mould 
'  not  fit  in  my  lady's prefence,  Mrs.  Pa- 

*  mela.' — «  Yes,  let  her  fit  till  fhe  is  a 
'  little  recovered  of  her  fright,'  faid  my 
lady,  *  and  do  yon  fet  my  chair  by  her,' 
And  fo  fhe  fat  over  again  ft  me,  aYid  laid 
— *  To  be  fure,  Pamela,  you  have  been 
'  very  provoking  with  your  tongue  j  to 
t   be  fure  you  have,    as  well  upon  my 
{  nephew  (who  is  a  man  of  quality  too) 

*  as  me.'  And  palliating  her  cruel  ufage, 
and  beginning,  I  fuppofe,  to  think  her- 
felf, fhe  had  carried  it  further  than  me 
could  anfwerit  to  her  'brother,  fhe  want- 
ed to  lay  the  fault  upon  me — •'  Own,' 
faid  file,  *  you  have  been  very  faucy, 
'  and  beg  my  pardon,  and  beg  Jackey's 
'  pardon  j  and  I  will  try  to  pity   you. 
'  For  you  are  a  fweet  girl,  after  all ;   if 

*  you  had  but  held  out,  and  been  honeft.' 

*  'Tis  injurious  to  me,  Madam,'  f?.id 
I,  '  to  imagine  I  am  not  honert !'    Said 
me — *  Have  you  not  been  a-bed  with  my 
'  brother?  tell  me  that." — {  Your  lady- 
'  fliip,'  replied  I,  *  afks  your  queftions  in 

*  a  ftrangeway,  and  in  fvrange  words.' 

*  Oh!  your  delicacy  is  wounded,    t 
'  fnppofe,  by  my  plain  queftion ! — -This 
1   nivcntfs  will  loon  leave  you,  wench: 

*  it  will  indeed.    But  anfwer'ine  direcl-. 
4  ly."1 — '  Then  your  lady  /hip's  next  quef- 

*  tion,'  faid  I,  '  will  be,  am  I  married  ? 

*  and  you  won't  bear  my  anfwer  to  that,, 
f  and  will  beat  me  again.' 

*  I  luVtbfui  VQU  yctj — have  I^Beck?' 

(aid 
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{•ml  Hie.     *  So  you  want  to  make  out  a 

*  ftory,  do  you! — But  indeed,  I  can't 

<  bear  thou  fhouknt  Ib  much  'as  think 

<  tliou  art  my  filter.     I  know  the  whole 
«  trick  of  it;   and  fo,  'tis  my  opinion, 

<  doft  thou.     It  is  only  thy  little  cun- 

*  ning,  that  it  might  look  like  a  cloak  to 

*  thy'yielding,  and  get  better  terms  from 
'  him.  Pr'ythee,  pr'ythee,  wench,  thou 

*  feeli  I  know  the  world  a  little  j — al- 
'  moil  as  much  at  thirty-two,  as  thou 

*  doft  at  iixteen.     Remember  that!' 

I  role  from  the  window,  and  walking 
to  the  other  end  of  the  room — '  Beat  me 
'  again,  if  you  pleafc,'  laid  I,  *  but  I 

*  mutt  tell  your  iadyfhip,  I   (corn  your 

*  word?,  and  am  as  much  married  as 

*  your  ladyfhip !' 

At  that  me  ran  to  me ;  but  her  woman 
Jnterpoied  again — '  Let  the  vain  wicked 

*  creature  go  from  your  prelence,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  laid  me.  '  She  is  not  worthy  to 

*  be  in  it.      She  will  but  vex  your 

<  fh5p." — '  Stand  away,  Beck,'  faidfhe. 

*  That's  an  afiertion  that  I  would  not 

*  take  from  my  brother.     I  can't  bear 
4  it. — As  much  married  as  I ! — Is  that 

*  to  be  borne?1 — '  But  if  the  creature 

*  believes  (he  is^  Madam,'  faid  her  wo- 
man, '  (he  is  to  be  as  much  pitied  for 

*  her  credulity,  as  deipiied  for  her  va- 

*  nity.' 

I  was  in  hopes  to  have  flipt  out  of  the 
door  5  but  fne  caught  hold  of  my  gown, 
and  pulled  me  back.  '  Pray?  your  lady- 

*  (hip,'  laid  I,  '  don't  kill  me!  I  have 

*  done  no  harm.'     But  (he  locked  the 
door,  and  put  the  key  in  her  pocket.    So 
Teeing  Mrs.  Jtwkes  before  the  window, 
I  lifted  up  the  (aih,  and  laid — *  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes,  I  believe  it  would  be  belt  for 

*  the  chariot  to  go  to  your  matter,  and 

*  let  him  know,  that  Lady  Davers  is  here, 

*  and  I  cannot  leave  her  ladyfhip.'1 

She  was  refolved  to  be  dilpleafed,  let 
me  fay  what  I  would.  Said  flic — '  No, 
'  no ;  he'll  then  think,  that  I  make  the 

*  creature  my  companion,  and  know  not 

*  how   to  part  with  her.' — '  I  thought 
'  your  ladyfhip/  replied  I.  '  could  not 

*  have  taken  exceptions  at  this  mcHage.' 
— '  Thou  knoweft  nothing,  wench,'  laid 
me,  c  of  what  belongs  to  people  of  con- 

*  dition  :  how  fhouldlt  thou  ?'— '  Nor,1 
thought  I,  *  do  I  cjefire  it  at  this  rate.' 

'  What  (hall  I  fay,  Madam  ?'  laid  I. 
— «  Nothing  at  all,1  replied  (he  ;  « let  him 
'  expect  his  dearefl  lo<vey  and  be  difap- 

*  -pointed  ;   it  is  but  adding  a  few  more 

*  bsurf,  and  he  will  make  eyerv  one  a 


1  day  in  his  amorous  account/  Mrs. 
Jewkes.  coming  nearer  me,  and  my  lady 
walking  about  the  room,  being  then  at; 
the  end,  I  whifpered — '  Let  Robert  itay 

*  at  the  Elms  j  I'll  have  a  ftruggle  for't 

*  by-and-by." 

1  As  much  married  as  I '.'  repeated  (he. 

*  The  intblence  of  the  creature  !'     Ami 
fo  (he  walked  about  the  room,  talking  to 
hcrfclf,  to  her  woman,  andnow-and-then 
to  me;  but  feeing  I  could  not  pleafeher, 
I  thought  I  had' better  be  lilent.     And 
then  it  was — *  Am  I  not  worthy  an  an- 

fwer  r — If  I  ipeak,'  faid  I,    f  your 
hulymip  is  angry  at  me,  though  ev^rib 
ix (peel: fully  5  if  I  do  not,  I  caimot  pleafe. 
Would  your  ladyfhip  tell  me  but  how 
I  mall  oblige  you,  and  I  would  do  it 
with  all  my  heart  ?' 
'  Confefs'the  truth,1  faid  me,  (  that 
thou'rt  an  undone  creature  ^  haft  been 
in  bed  with  thy  mafter, .and  art  forry 
for  it,  and  for  the  mifchief  thou  haft  oc  - 
.cafioned  between  him  and  me ;  and 
then  I'll  pity  thee,  and  perfuade  him  to 
pack  thee  off,  with  a  hundred  or  two  of 
guineas  5  and  iome  honeft  farmer  may 
fak(  pity  of  thee,  and    patch  up  thy 
fhame,  for  the  lake  of  the  money  5  and 
if  nobody  will   have  thee,   theu  mud 
vow  penitence,  and  be  as  humble  as  I 
once*  thought  thee.' 
I  was  quite  lick  at  heart,  at  all  this  paf- 
fionate  extravagance,  and  to  be  hindered 
from  being  where  was  the  deiire  of  my 
foul,  and  afraid  too  of  incurringmy  dear- 
mafter'sdilpleahire;  and,  as  1  fat,  I  (aw 
it  was  no  hard  matter  to  get  out  of  the 
window,  into  the  front  yard,  the  parlour 
being  even  with  the  yard,  and  fo  have  a 
fair  run  for  it;  and  after  I  had  fecn  my 
lady  at  the  other  end  of  the  room  again, 
in  her  walks,  having  not  pulled  down  the 
fafh,  when  I  ipoke  to  Mrs.  Jewkes,  I 
got  upon  the  feat,  and  whipped  out   in 
a  minute,    and  ran   away  as  hard  as  I 
could  drive,  my  lady  calling  after  me  to 
return,  and  her  woman  at  the  other  win- 
dow :  but  two  of  her  fervants  appearing 
at  her  crying  out,  and  (lie  bidding  them, 
ftop  me,  I  faid — *  Touch  me  at  your 
'  peril,  fellows;1  but  their  lady's  conv- 
maixls  would  have  prevailed  on  them, 
had  ijot  Mr.  Colbrand,  who,  it  leems, 
had beenkindly  ordered,  by  Mrs. Jewkes, 
to  be  within  call,  when  (he  law  how  I  was 
treated,  came  up,  and  put  on  one  of  hi-; 
deadly  fierce    looks,    the  only  time,   I; 
thought,  it  ever  became  him,  and  faid*— 
he  \vyiiju  (kiffe  the  man,   tluir  was  his 
P  £  *  word', 
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xyordj  who  offered  to  touch  his  lady  ; 
and  fo  he  ran  along- fide  of  me;  and  I 
heard  my  lady  fay—'  The  creature  flies 

*  like  a  bird !'     And,  indeed,  Mr.  Col- 
brand  with  his  huge  ftrides,  could  hardly 
keep  pace  with  me ;  and  I  never  ftopped, 
till  I  got  to  the  chariot,  and  Robert  had 
got  down,  feeing  me  running  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  held  the  door  in  his  hand, 
with  the  ftep  ready  down ;  and  in  I  jump- 
ed, without  touching  the  ftep,  faying — 

*  Drive  me,  drive  me,  as  fall  as  you  can, 
'  out   of  my  lady's  reach!'    And  he 
mounted,  and  Colbrand  faid — *  Don't 
'  be  frightened,  Madam ;  nobody  mall 
€  hurt  you.'  And  fhut  the  door,  and  away 
Robert  drove;  but  I  was  quite  out  of 
breath,  and  did  not  recover  it  and  my 
fright  all  the  way. 

Mr.  Colbrand  was  fo  kind,  but  I  did 
ttot  know  it  till  the  chariot  ftopped  at  Sir 
Simon's,  to  ftep  up  behind  the  carriage, 
letlv  as  he  faid,  my  lady  mould  fend  af- 
ter me  $  and  he  told  Mrs.  Jewkes,  when 
he  got  home,  that  he  never  law  fuch  a 
runner,  as  me,  in  his  life. 

When  the  chariot  (topped,  which  was 
not  till  fix  o'clock,  fo  long  did  this  cruel 
lady  keep  me,  Mils  Darnford  ran  out  to 
me  : — (  O  Madam,'  laid  me,  *  ten  times 

*  welcome !  But  you'll  be  beat,  I  cart  tell 

*  you!  for  here  has  beenMr.B.  comethefe 
•  '  two  hours,  and  is  very  angry  at  you.' 

*  That's  hard  indeed,'  faid  I ;  c  indeed 
e  I  can't  afford  it  '.'—for  I  hardly  knew 
what  I  faid,  having  not  recovered  my 
fright.  e  Let  me  fit  down,  Mil's,  any- 
'  where,'  faid  1 5  '  for  I  have  been  fadly 

*  off*.'     So  I  fat  down,    and  was  quite 
fick  with  the  hurry  of  my  fpirits,   and 
leaned  upon  her  arm. 

Said  fhe — *  Your  lord  and  mafter  came 
'  in  very  moody  5  and  when  he  had  ftaid 
4  an  hour,  and  you  not  come,  he  began 
'  to  fret,  and  faid  he  did  not  ex  peel:  fo 
'  little  complaifance  fiom  you.  And  he 
'  is  now  fat  down  with  great  perfuafions 
e  to  a  game  at  loo. — Come,  you  mull 
'  make  your  appearance,  lady  fair  ;  for 
'  he  is  too  fu Hen  to  attend  you,  I  doubt.' 

1  You  have  no  ftrangers,  have  you, 

*  Madam,'  faid  I  ? — '  Only  two  won,    i 

*  relations  from  Stamford,'  replied  me, 

*  and  an  humble  fervant  of  one  of  them.' 
— «  Only  all  the  world,  Mifs,'  iaKl  I.— 

*  What  (hall  I  do,  if  he  be  angry?  I 

*  can't  bear. that/         >       *     „ 

Juft  as  I  had  faid  fo,  canfe  in  Lady 
Darn  ford  and  Lady  Jones  to  chide  me, 
as  they  faid,  for  not  coining  ibontr. 


And  before  I  c.ould  fpeak,  came  in  trty 
dear  mafter.  I  ran  to  him."—*'  How  d'ye", 

*  Pamela?'    faid  he;  and  fainting  me, 
with  a  little  more  formality  than  I  could 
well  bear — '  I  expefted  half  a  word  from 
'  me,  when  I  was  fo  complaifant  to  your 
1  choice,  would  have  determined  you, 

*  and  that  you'd  have  been  here  to  diri- 
'  ner;  and  the  rather,  as  I  made  my  re- 

*  queft  a  reafonable  one,  and  what,    I 
'  thought,  would  be  agreeable  to  you.' 
— '  O  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,    «  pray,    pray 

*  hear  me,  and  you'll  pity  me,  and  not 

*  be  difpleafed :    Mrs.  Jewkes  will  tell 
f  you,  that  as  foon  as  I  had  your  kind 
1  commands,  I  faid,  I  would  obey  you, 

*  and  come  to  dinner  with  thefe  good  la"- 

*  dies ;  and  fo  prepared  myfelf  inftantly, 

*  with  all  the  pleafure  in    the  world". ' 
Lady  Darnford  and  Mifs  faid,  I  was 
their  dear! — '  Look  you,'   faid   Mifs, 

*  did  I  not  tell   you,  ftately-one,    that 
1  fomething  muft  have  happened  ? — But 

*  O  thefe  tyrants !  thefe  men  !' 

(  Why,  what  hindered  it,  my  dear?' 
faid  he:  '  give  you rftlf  time;  you  feem 
'  out  of  breath  !' — '  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  out 

*  of  breath  !  well  I  may  ? — For  juft  as 

*  I  was  ready  to  come  away,  who  fliould 
1  drive  into  the  court- yard,  but  Lady 
'  Davers !' — '  Lady  Davers  !  nay,  then, 
'  my  fweetdear,'  laid  he,  and  killed  me 
more  tenderly,    *  haft  thou  had  a  worfe 
(  trial  than  I  wim  thee,  from  one  of  the 

*  haughtieft  women  in  England,  though 
'  my  fifter  !•— For  fhe  too^  my  Pamela, 

*  was  fpoiled  by  my  good  mother  !   But 
'  have  you  feen  her?' 

'  Yes,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  and  more  than 
«  feen  her  P— «  WhyAire,'  faid  he,'  me 
1  has  not  had  the  inlblence  to  ftrike  my 
'  girl !' — '  Sir?'  faid  I, '  butteil  me  you 
1  forgive  me  ;  for  indeed  I  could  not 
'  come  fooner;  and  thefe  good  ladies  but 
f  excufe  me ;  and  I'll  tell  you  all  another 

*  time  ;  for  to  j:ake  up  the  good  compa- 
'  ny's  attention  now,  will  fpoil  their  plea - 

*  fan  try,  and  be  to  them,    though  more 

*  important  to  me,  like  the  lady's  broken 

*  china  you  cautioned  me  about.' 

'  That's  a  dear  girl !'  faid  he ;  '  I  fee 
'  my  hints  are  not  thrown  away  upon 
1  you ;  and  I  beg  pardon  for  being  angry 
'  at  you ;  and,  for  the  future,  will  ftay 

*  till  I  hear  your  defence,  before  I  judge 

*  you.'     Said  Mifs  Darnford — '  This 
'  is  a  little  better!    To  own  a  fault  is 
1  fome  reparation;  and  what  every  lordfy 
4  hufband  will  not  do.'     He  faid—'  Bin; 

*  tell  me,  my  dear,  did  Ladv  D.avers  of- 
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c  fet  you  any  Incivility?' — <O  Sir,1  re- 
plied 1,  '  me  is  your  fifter,  and  I  mull 
K  not  tell  you  all ;  but  me  has  ufed  me 

*  very  feverely.' — '  Did  you  tell  her,' 
faid  he,  '  you  were  married?' — '  Yes, 
'  Sir,  I  did  at  laft :  but  me  will  have  it, 

*  'tis  a  mam-marriage,  and  that  I  am  a 

*  vile  creature :  avid  me  was  ready  to 

*  beat  me,  when  I  faid  fo  j  for  me  could 

*  not  have  patience,   that  I  mould  be 
'  deemed  her  fifter,  as  me  faid.1 

*  How  unlucky  it  was,1  replied  he,  '  I 
'  was  not  at  home? — Why  did  you  not 

*  fend  to  me  here?1 — '  Send,  Sir!  I  was 
'  kept  prifoner  by  force.     They  would 

*  not  let  me  ftir,  or  do  you  think  I  would 
'  have  been  hindered  from  obeying  you  ? 

*  Nay,  I  told  them,  that  I  had  a  pre- 
•c  engagement  5  btrt  Hie  ridiculed  me,  and 

'  faid — "  Waiting-maids  talk  of  pre- 
"  engagements  !"  And  then  I  mewed 
'  her  your  kind  letter  j  and  me  made  A 

*  thoufand  remarks  upon  it,  and  made 
'  me  wilh  I  had  not.     In  fhort,  what- 
'  ever  I  could  do  or  fay,  there  was  no 

*  pleafmg  her;  and  I  was  a  creature, 
'  and  wench,  and  all  that  was  naught. 

*  But  you  mu ft  not  be  angry  with  her  on 
'  my  account. ' 

'  Well,  but,1  faid  he,  <  Ifuppofeihe 

*  hardly  aflced  you  to  dine  with  her ;  for 

*  me  came  before  dinner,  I  prefume,  if 

*  it  was  foon  after  you  had  received  my 
'  letter  ?' — * No,  Sir,  dine  with  my  lady  \ 

*  no,  indeed  !    Why,    me  would  make 
'  me  wait  at  table  upon  her,  with  her 
'  woman,  becaufe  me  would  not  expofe 
'  herfelf  and  me  before  the  me»i-fervants; 

*  which  you  know,  Sir,  was  very  good 
'  of  her  lady  mi  p.' 

4  Well,'  faid  he,  *  but  did  you  wait 
(  at  table  upon  her  ?' — '  Would  you  have 
'  had  me,  Sir,'  faid  I.—'  Only,  Pa- 
'  mela,'  replied  he,  *  if  you  did,  and 

*  knew  not  what  belonged  to  yourcha- 

*  racier,  as  my  wife,  I  (hall  be  very  angry 

*  with  you.' — «  Sir,'  faid  I,  « I  did  not  j 
?  but  refilled  it,  out  of  coniideration  of 

*  the  dignity  you  have  railed  me  to ;  elfe, 
f  Sir,  I  could  have  waited  on  my  knees 
'  upon  your  fifter.' 

'  Now,'  faid  he,  *  you  confirm  my 
'  opinion  of  your  prudence  and  judg"- 
'  ment.  She  is  an  infolent  woman,  and 

*  mall  dearly  repent  it.' — *  But,  Sir,  me 
f  is  to  be  excufed,  becaufe  fhe  won't  be- 

*  lieve  I  am  indeed  married  ;  fo  don't  be 

*  too  angry  at  her  ladyflup.' 

He  faid — *  Ladies,  pray  don't  let  us 
J  keejj  you  from  the  company ;  I'll  alk 


only  a  queftion  or  two  more,  and  at^ 

tend  you.'     Said  Lady  Jones — '  I  lb 

much  long  to  hear  the  ftory  of  poor 

Madam's  perferution,  that  if  it  was 

not  improper,  I  mocld  be  glad  to  ftay.' 

Mils  Darnford  would  ftay  for  the  fame 

reafon  ;  my  mafter  faying,  lie  had  no  fe- 

crets  to  aik;  and  that  it  was  kind  of  them 

to  interelt  themfelves  in  my  grievances. 

But  Lady  Daniforc  wentinto  the  com- 
pany, and  told  them  the  caule  of  my  de- 
tention ;  for,  it  feems,  my  dear  mafter 
loved  me  too  well,  to  keep  to  himfelf  the 
difappointment  my  not  being  here  to  re- 
ceive him,  was  to  him  ;  and  they  had  all 
given  the  two  Mil's  Boroughs  and  Mr. 
Perry,  the  Stamford  guefts,  fuch  a  cha- 
racter of  me,  that  they  faid  they  were  im- 
patient to  lee  me. 

Said  my  mafter— '  But,  Pamela,  yoti 

*  faid— ""/%,"  and  "  them  :"  who  had 

*  my  fifter  with  her  belides  her  woman  \" 
— '  Her  nephew,  Sir,  and  three  footmeu 

*  on  horilback;  and  (he  and  her  woman 

*  were  in  her  chariot  and  fix.' 

*  That's  a  fad  coxcomb,'    faid  he: 
'  how  did  he  behave  to  you  ?'— *  Not  ex- 

*  traordinarily,  Sir ;    but  I   mould  not 

*  complain ;  for  I  was  even  with  him  ; 
4  becaufe  I  thought  I  o-.ight  not  to  bear 
'   with  him  as  with  my  lady.' 

*  By  Heaven  !'  f.iid  he,  '  if  I  knew  he 

*  behaved  unhandlbmciy  to  my  jewel, 
'  I'd  li-nd.  him  home  to  his  uncle  without 
'  his  ears.' — '  Indeed,  Sir,'  returned  I, 
1  -I  was  as  hard  upon  him  as  he  was  upon 

*  me.'     Said  he — '  'Tis  kind  to  fay  lb ; 

*  burl  believe  I  mail  make  them  dearly 
'  repent  their  vifit,  if  I  find  their  beha- 
'  viour  to  call  for  my  refentment. 

*  But,  fure,  my  dear,  you  might  have 
'  got  away  when  you  went  to  your  own 
'  dinner?' — *  Indeed,  Sir,'  faid  I,  4  her 

*  ladyfhip  locked  me  in,  and  would  not  let 

*  me  ftir.' — '  So  you  han't  eat  any  din- 

*  ner  ?' — '  No,  indeed.  Sir,  nor  had  a  fto- 

*  mach  for  any.' — *My  poor  dear,'  faid 
he.     *   But  then,  how  got  you  away  at 
<  laft?' — «  O  Sir,'  replied  I,  «  I  jumped 
f  out  of  the  parlour  window,  and  ran 
{  away  to  the  chariot,  which  had  waited 
'  for  me  feveral  hours,  by  theElm-walk, 
'  from  the  time  of  my  lady's  coming  (for 

*  I  was  juft  going,  as  I  laid;)  and  Mr. 
'   Culbrand  law  me  through  her  fervants , 

*  whom  me  called  to,  to   ftop  me;  and 
4   was  fo  kind  to  ftep  behind  the  chariot, 
'  unknown  to  me,  and  faw  me  fafe  here.* 

*  I'm  fure,'   laid  he,  *  thefe  infolent 
f  crealurw  mult  have  treated  yjau  vilely. 

*  But 
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But  tell  me,  what  part  did  Mrs.  Jewkes 
a£t  in  this  affair  ?' — '  A  very  kind  part, 
Sir,1  laid  i,  *  in  my  behalf;  and  I  {hall 
thank  her  for  it.1 — '  Sweet  creature  !' 
aid  he,  4  thou  lovcft  to  fpeak  well  of 
evuy-body;  but  I  hope  me  deferves  it; 
for  ihe  knew  you  were  married. — But 
come,  we'll  now  join  the  company,  and 
try  to  forget  all  you  have  fattened,  for 
two  or  three  hours,  that  we  may  not 
tire  the  company  with  our  concerns  5 
and  relume  the  fubjecl  as  we  go  home  : 
and  you  {hall  find,  I  will  do  you  iuftice 
as  I  ought.1 — '  But  you  forgive  me, 
.  Sir/  laid  I,  '  and  are  not  angry1/ — 
Forgive  you,  my  dear!1  returned  he.— 
I  hope  you  forgive  me !  I  {hall  never 
make  you  fatisfacHon  for  what  you 
have  furfered/r0#z  me,  and  for  me!' 
And  with  thef'e  words  he  led  me  into  the 
company. 

He  very  kindly  prefented  me  to  the  two 
ftranger  ladies, .and  the  gentleman,  and 
them  to  me  :  and  Sir  Simon,  who  was 
at  cards)  rofe  from  table,  and  feinted 
me  :  -4  Adad,  Madam,1  laid  he,  4  I'm 

*  glad  to  fee  you  here.     What,  it  feems, 

*  you  have  been  a  prifoner!    'Tis  well 
'  you  was,  or  your  fpoufe  and  I  fhould 

*  have  fat  in  judgment  upon  yx)u,  and 

*  condemned  you  to  a  fearful  punifa- 

*  ment  for  your  firft  crime  of  Ltefee  Ma- 

*  jejiatis,"   (I  had  this  explained  to  me 
afterwards,  as  a  fort  of  treafon  againft  my 
liege  lord  and  huiband  :)  c  for  we  huf- 

*  b:*r,ds,  hereabouts,1  faid  he,  4  are  re- 

*  iolved  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf  with 
4  our  wives,  and^0«rlord  and  matter /hall 

*  fhew  tis  the  way,  I  can  tell  you  that. 

*  But  I  fee  by  your  eyes,  my  fwcet  cul- 

*  prit/  added  he, 4  and  your  complexion, 

*  you  have  had  four  fauce  to  your  fweet 
'  meat.1 

Mifs  Darnford  faid— -'  I  think  we  are 

*  obliged  to  our  1'weet  guett  at  laft ;  for  {he 

*  was  forced  to  jump  out  a,t  a  window  to 
c  come  to  us.     *  Indeed,  I1   {'aid  Mrs. 
Peters  ; — and  my  matter's  back  being 
turned,  fays  me — '  Lady  Davers,  when 
f  a  maiden,  was  always  vattly  pafTionate; 
'  but  a  very  good  lady  when  her  paiiion 
'  was  over.     And  (he'd  make  nothing  of 

*  ihi-ping  her  maids  about,  and  begging 
<   their  pardons  afterwards,  if  they  took 

*  it  patkntly  ;  otherwife  fhe  ufed  to  fay 
'  the  creatures  were  even  with  her.1 

<   Ay,1  faid  I,  4   I  have  been  a  many 

*  creatures  and  wenches,  and  I  know 

*  not  what ;  for  thefe  were  the  names  {he 

*  gave  me.     And  I  thought  I  ought  to 
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4  aft  up'to  the  part  her  dear  brother  has 
'  given  me ;  and  fo,  truly,  I  have  but 

*  juft  efcaped  a  good  cuffing.1 

Mifs  Boroughs  faid  to  her  filler,  as  I 
overheard,  but  me  did  notdeiign  I  ihould 
— '  What  a  fweet  creature  is  this;  and 

*  then  {he  takes  fo  little  upon  her,  is  fo 

*  free,   fo  eafy,  and  owns  the   honour 

*  done  her  fo  obligingly  I1     Said  Mr. 
Perry,  Ibftly— <  The  loveliett  perfon  I 

*  ever  faw  !     Who  could  have  the  heart 

*  to  be  angry  with  her  one  moment  ?' 

Says  Mils  Darnford—4  Here,  my  dear- 
4  eft  neighbour,  thefe  gentry  are  admir- 

*  ing  you  ttrangely ;  and  Mr.  Perry  fays, 
4  you  are  the  loveiiett  lady  he  ever  faw  ; 

*  and  (ays  it  to  his  own  mittrei's's  face  too, 
4  111  aflurejtpu!1 — '  Or  elfe,1  fays  Mifs 
Boroughs,  «  I  fliould  think  he  much  flat- 

*  tered  me/ 

*  O  Madam,  you  are  exceedingly  oblig-- 
'*  ing;  but  your  kind  opinion  o;;ght  to 

*  teach  me  humility,  and  to  reverence  fo 
'  generous  a  worth  as  can  give  a  prefer- 

*  encevagainft  yourfflf,    where  it  is  fo 

*  little  due.1 — *  Indeed,  Madam,'  fay* 
Mifs  Nanny  Boroughs, '  I  love  my  fitter 

*  well;  but  it  would  be  a  high  compli- 

*  ment  to  any  lady,  to  be  deemed  worthy 
4  of  a  ffccond  or  third  place  after  you.' 

*  There  is  no  anfwering  fuch  polite- 
f  nefs,1  faid  I:  '  I  am  fure  Lady  Davers 
4  was  very  cruel  to  keep  me  from  fuch 
4  company.'1 — '   "Twas  our  loi's,  Ma- 
4  dam,1   faid    Mifs    Darnford.1—4  I'll 
4  allow  it,'  faid  I,  '  in  degree;  for  you 
4  have  all  been  deprived,  ieveral  hours, 

*  of  an  humble  admirer.' 

Mr.  Perry  faid — *  I  never  before  faw 
4  fo  young  a  lady  (hine  forth  with  fuch 
4  graces  of  mind  and  perfon."— ^*  Alas  I 
4  Sir,'  faid  I,  my  matter  coming  up, 
4  mine  is  but  a  borrowed  {hine,  like  that 
4  of  the  moon.  Here  is  the  fun,  to  whole 
4  fervent  glow  of  generofity,  I  owe  all 
4  the  faint  luftre,  that  your  goodnds  is 
4  pleafed  to  look  uppn  with  fo  much  kind 
4  difti notion.' 

Mr.  Perry  was  pleafed  to  hold  up  his 
hands;  and  the  ladies  looked  upon  one 
another.  And  my  matter  faid,  hearing 
part  of  the  latt  fentence — 4  What's  the 
4  pretty  fubjecl  that  my  Pamela  is  dif- 

*  playing,  fo  fweetly,  her  talents  upon.1 

«  OhfSiiV  faid  Mr.  Perry,  4  I  will 
(  pronounce  you  the  happieic  man  iu 

*  England  :!  and  ib  faid  they  all. 

My  matter  faid,  mott  generoufly— 
4  Thank  ye,  thank  ye,  thank  ye,allround, 
4  my  dear  friends*  J  know  not  vour  fnb- 
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iecl ;  but  If  you  believe  me  fo,  for  t 
'inftance  of  this  dear  girl's  goodnefs, 
what  muft  I  think  myfeif,  when  blefled 
with  a  tboufand  inibmces,  and  experi- 
encing IL  in  every  iingle  aft  and  word! 
I  do  aflure  you,  my  Pamela's  perfoa, 
all  lovely  as  yon  lee  it,  is  far  fhort  of 
her  mind:  that  indeed  firft  attracted  my 
admiration,  and  made  me  her  lovers 
but  they  were  the  beauties  of  her  mind, 
that  made  me  \ietbujbaxd) — and  proud, 
my  fweet  dear/  laid  he,  prefTing  my 
hand, '  am  I  of  that  title.' 

*  Weil/  laid  Mr.  Perry,  very  kindly, 
and  politely, '  excellent  as  your  lady  is, 

*  I  know  not  the  gentleman  that  could 

*  deferve  her,  but  that  one,  who  could 
«  fay  fuch  jnft  and  fuch  fine  things.1 

I  was  all  aba flied  ;  and  took  Mifs 
DarnfoixTs  hand,  and  laid — '  Save  me, 
'  dear  Mils,  by  your  fweet  example, 

*  from  my  riling  pride.    But  could  I  de- 
{  ferve  half  thefe  kind  things,  what  a  hap- 

*  py  creature  mould  J  be!'     Said  Mifs 
Darnford — *  You  deferve  them  all,  in- 
'  deed  you  do.' 

The  greateft  part  of  the  company  hav- 
ing fat  down  to  loo,  my  malter  being 
P  re  fled,  laid  he  would  take  one  game  at 
whitt;  but  had  rather  be  excuied  too, 
having  been  up  all  night  ;  and  I  afked 
how  his  friend  did.  '  We'll  talk  of  that,' 
faid  he, '  another  time  /  which,  and  his 
ferioufnefs,  made  me  fear  the  poor  gen- 
tleman was  dead,  at  it  proved. 

We  ca(t  in,  and  Mils  Boroughs  and 
my  mailer  were  together,  and  Mr.  Perry 
and  I  j.  and  I. had  all  four  honours  the 
firft  time,  and  we  were  up  at  one  deal. 
Said  my  mazier — '  An  honourable  hand, 
<  Pamela,  fhould  go  with  an  honourable 

*  heart}  but  you'd  not  have  been  up,  if 
'  a,  knave  had  not  been  one.1—'  Whin", 

*  Sir,'  faid  Mr.  Perry, '  you  know  was 

*  a    court   game   originally  ;    and   the 

*  knave,  I  luppofe,  lignified  always  the 
'  prime  minilter.1 

*  'Tis  well/  faid  my  matter,  *  if  now 
'  there  is  but  out  knave  in  a  court,  out 

*  of  four  perfons,  take  the  court  through .' 

'  The  king  and  queen,  Sir/  faid  Mr. 
Perry ,  *  can  do  no  wrong,  you  know.  So 
'  there  are  two  that  mujl  be  good  out  of 

*  four;  and  the  ace  feems  too  plain  a  card 

*  to  mean  much  hurt.' 

(  We  compliment  the  king/  faid  my 
ttiafter,  *  in  that  manner  5  and  'tis  well 
'  to  do  fo,  becaufe  there  is  fomething 
'  facred  in  the  character.  But  yet,  iV 

*  farce  of  example  be  confidered;  it  i$ 


'  g"oirig  a  Sreat  way  5  f°r  certainly  a  good 

*  matter  makes  a  good  fervant,  generally 

*  fpeaking.' 

*  One  thing/  added  he,  '  I  will  fay,  in 

*  regard  to  the  ace  ;  I  have  always  looked 

*  uponthatplain and honeftlooking card, 

*  in  the  light  you  do :  and  have  confider- 

*  ed  whilt  as  an  Englilhgame  in  ifsori- 
'  ginal ;  which  has  made  me  fonder  of 

*  it  than  of  any  other.    For  by  the  ace, 

*  I  have  always  thought  the  laws  of  the 
'  land  denoted:  and,  as  the  ace  is  above 
'  the  king  or  queen,  and  wins  them  ;    I 

*  think  the  iaw  fliould  be  thought  fo  too  j 

*  though,  may  be,  I  fliall  be  deemed  a 
'  whig  for  my  opinion.' 

1  I  mall  never  play  at  win  (I/  faid  Mr. 
Perry,  '  without  thinking  of  this,  and 

*  mall  love  the  game  the  better  for  the 
'  thought;  though  I  am  no  party  man/ 
— '  Nor  I/  laid  my  matter;  «  for  I  think 
1  the  diitinclions  of  iv  big  and  tory  odi- 

*  ous;  and  love  the  one  or  the  other,  onlv 

*  as  they  are  honeft  and  worthy  men ;  and 

*  have  never  (nor  ever  mail  I  hope)  given 
'  a  vote,  but  according  to  what  I  thought 
f  was  for  the  pnblick  good,  let  either 

*  iu big  or  tory  propofe  it.' 

*  I  wifli,  Sir/  replied  Mr.  Perry,  *  all 

*  gentlemen,  in  your  ftation,  would  ac"t 

*  fo.' — '  If  there  was  no  undue  influ- 
'  erice/  laid  my  matter, '  I  am  willing  to 
1  think  fo  wefl  of  all  mankind,  thai  I 
1   believe  they  generally  would. 

*  But  you  fee/   faid  he,  <  by  my  Pa- 
'  mela's  hand,  when  all  the  court-cards 

*  get  together,    and  are  a&ed   by  one 
'  mind,  the  game  is  ufually  turned  ac- 
'  cordingly  :  though  now  and  then  too, 

*  it  may  be  fo  circumftanccd,  that  ko- 
1  nours  will  do  them  no  good,  and  they 
1  are  forced  to  depend  altogether  upon 
4  tricks.'' 

I  thought  this  v/ay  of  talking  pret- 
tier than  the  game  itfelf.  But  I  liiid — - 
*'  Though  I  have  won  the  game,  I  hope 
'  I  am  no  trickjler.'' — '  No/  faid  my 
matter,  *  God  forbid  but  court-cards 
4  ftiouldfomftimes  win  with  honour  I  But 

*  you  fee,  for  all  that,  your  game  is  as 
'  much  owing  to  the  kna<ve  as  the  king ; 

*  and  you,  my  fair-one,  loft  no  advan- 
'  tage,  when  it  was  put  into  your  power .' 

<  Elfe,  Sir/  l4id  I,  <  I  mould  not  liavft 

*  done  jultice  to  my  partner.' — *  You  are 

*  certainly  right,  Pamela/'   replied  he$ 
'  though   you  thereby  beat  your  huf- 
'  band.'—'  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you  may  be 
1  my  partner  next,  and  I  muft  do  juftice, 

*  you  know/—'  Well/  faid  he,  *  always 

*  cboofc 
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'  choofe  fo  worthy  a  friend,  as  chance 

*  has  given  you  for  a  partner,  and  I  (hall 

*  never  find  fa'ultwith  you,  do  what  you 
«  will.' 

Mr.  Perry  (aid — *  You  are  very  good 
c  to  me,  Sir;'  and  Mils  Boroughs,  I  ob- 
ferved,  feemed  pleaied  with  the  compli- 
ment to  her  humble  lervantj  by  which 
I  law  flie  efteemed  him,  as  he  appears  to 
<idervc.  '  Dear  Sir/  laid  I, *  how  much 

*  better  is  this,  than  to  be  locked  in  by 
'  Lady  Davers  T 

The  fupper  was  brought  in  fooner  on 
my  account,  becaufe  I  had  had  no  din- 
ner ;  and  there  pafled  very  agreeable  com- 
pliments on  the  occafion.  Lady  Darn- 
ford  would  help  me  firil,  becaufe  I  had 
fo  long  failed,  as  me  laid.  Sir  Simon 
wjuld  have  placed  himfelf  next  me:  and 
my  m after  laid,  he  thought  it  was  belt, 
where  there  was  an  equal  number  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  that  they  mould  fit  inter- 
mingled, that  the  gentlemen  might  be 
employed  in  helping  and  ferving  the 
ladies.  Lady  Darn  ford  laid,  me  hoped 
Sir  SiiYion  would  not  fit  above  any  ladies, 
at  his  own  table  efpecially.  '  Well,' 
faid  he,  *  I  (hall  lit  over-againfl  her  how- 

*  ever,  and  that's  as  well.' 

My  deareft  Sir  could  not  keep  his  eye 
off  me,  and  leemed  generoudy  to  be  de- 
lighted with  all  I  did,  and  all  I  faid; 
and  everyone  was  pleaied  to  fee  his  kind 
and  affectionate  behaviour  to  me. 

Lady  Jones  brought  up  the  difcourfe 
about  Lady  Davers  again;  and  my  ma- 
tter (aid — *  I  fear,  Pamela,  you  have 
been  hardly  ufed,  more  than  you'll  fay. 
I  know  my  filter's  pailionate  temper  too 
well,  to  believe  (he  could  be  over-civil 
to  you,  efpecially  as  it  happened  fo  un- 
luckily that  I  was  out.  It,'  added  he, 
me  had  no  pique  to  yon,  my  dear,  yet 
what  has  parted  between  her  and  me  has 
fo  exntperated  her,  that  I  knew  (he 
would  have  quarrelled  with  my  horfe, 
if  (he  had  thought  I  valued  it,  and  r.o- 
body  elfe  was  in  her  way/ — '  Dear 
Sir,'  faid  I, '  don't  fay  fo,  of  good  Lady 
Davers.' 

*  Why,  my  dear,'  faid  he,  (  I  know 
Ihe  came  on  purpofe  to  quarrel ;  and 
had  (he  not  found  herielf  under  a  very 
violent  uneafmefs,  after  what  had  parted 
between  us,  and  my  treatment  of  her 
lord's  letter,  (he  would  not  have  offered 
to  come  near  me.  What  fort  of  lan- 
guage had  me  forme,  Pamela?'— <-*  O, 
Sir,  very  good,  only  her  'well 
brotbert  and  fuch  as  that  I* 


'  Only,'  faid  he,  *  'tis  taking  up  thtf 
c  attention  of  the  company  difagreeably, 

*  or  I  could  tell  you  almoit  every  word 

*  (he  laid.'     Lady  Jones  vvilhed  to  hear 
a  further  account  of  my  lady's  conduct, 
and  molt  of  the  company  joined  with  her, 
particularly  Mrs.  Peters;  who  faid,  that 
as  they  knew  the  ftory,arid  Lady  Davers's 
temper,  though  (he  was  very  good  in  the 
main,  they  could  wilh  to  be  fo  agreeably 
entertained,  if  he  and  I  pleafed;  becaufe 
they  imagined  I  (hould  have  no  difficul- 
ties ai'ter  this. 

•'  Tell 'me  then,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  <  did 

*  (he  lift  up  her  hand  at  you  ?    Did  (lie 
c  itrikeyou?  But  I  hope  not! ' — 'Alittlc 
1  (lap  of  the  hand,'  laid  I,  c  or  fo  !'— 

*  Iniblent  woman !  She  did  not  I  hope, 
£  offer  to  ftrike  your  face?' — '  Why,* 
faid  I,  *  I  was  a  little  fancy  once  or  twice; 

*  and  (lie  would  have  given  me  a  cufFon 

*  the  ear,  if  her  woman  and  Mrs.  Jewkes 

*  had  not  interpoied.' — '  Why  did  you 

*  not  come  out  at  the  door  ?' — '  Becaufe,' 
faid   I,  *  her  ladymip  fat  in  her   chair 
'  againlt  it,  one  while,  and  another  while 
4  locked  it :  elfe  I  offered  feveral  times  to 
1  get  away.' 

'  She  knew  I  expe6led  you  here  :  you 
'  fay  you  (hewed  her  my  letter  to  you  ?' 
— (  Yes,  Sir,'  faid  I;  «  but  I  had  better 
'  not ;  for  (he  was  then  more  exafperatcd, 
4  and  made  itrange  comments  upon  it/ 
— {  I  doubt  it  not,'  faid  he;  *  but,  did 
'  (he  not  fee,  by  the  kind  epithets  in  it, 

*  that  there  was  no  room  to  doubt  of  our 

*  being  married?1 — *  O  Sir,'  replied  I» 
and  made  the  company  (mile, '  (he  faid, 

*  for  that  very  reafon  (he  was  lure  I  was 
'  not  married.' 

<    That's   like  my   filter!'   faid   he, 

*  exactly  like  her;  and  yet  (lie  lives  very 

*  happily  herfelf :  for  her  poor  lord  never 

*  contradicts  her.    Indeed  he  dares  not. 

*  You  were  a  great  many  *wenchert 

*  were  you  not,  my  dear?  far  that's  a 

*  great  word  with  her.' — *  Yes,  Sir/ 
faid  I,  '  nuencbes  and  creatures  out  of 
'  number;  and  worle  than  all  that.'—* 
k.  What,  tell  me,  my  dear.' — '  Sir,'  faid 
L  *  I  mult  not  have  you  angry  with  Lady 

*  Davers,  while  you  are  fo  good  to  me, 
'  'Tis  all  nothing ;  only  the  trouble  I  have 
'  that  I  cannot  lie  futfered  to  (hew  how 
'  much  I  honour  her  ladyfhip,  as  your 
•<  lifter.' 

*  Well,'  faid  he,  c  you  need  not  b« 
'  afraid  to  tell  me :  I  muft  love  her,  after 
«  all;  though  I  (hail  not  be  pleafed  with 
'  her  ou  tlU8  occafon,    I  know  it  is  her 

*  IQYO. 
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love  for  me,  though  thus  oddly  ex- 
prciied,  that  makes  her  fo  uneafy  ;  and 
afWall,  fhe  comes,  I'm  fure,  to  be  re- 
cqnciled  to  me;  though  it  mult  be 
through  a  good  hearty  quarrel  firft :  for 
me  can  (hew  a  good  deal  of  fun-mine; 
but  it  muft  be  always  after  a  ftorm  : 
and  I'll  love  her  dearly,  if  fhe  has  not 
been,  and  will  not  be,  too  hard  upon 
my  deareft.' 

Mr.  Peters  faid — '  Sir,  you  are  very 
good,  and  very  kind.  I  love  to  fee  this 
complaifance  to  your  fitter,  though  (he 
be  in  fault,  fo  long  as  you  can  mew 
it  with  fo  much  juitice  to  the  fweeteft 
innocence  and  merit  in  the  world. ' — 
By  all  that's  good,  Mr.  Peters,'  faid 
e, c  I'd  prefent  my  filter  with  a  thoufand 
pounds,  if  me  would  kindly  take  my  dear 
Pamela  by  the  hand,  and  wifli  her  joy, 
and  call  her  filter! — And  yet  I  mould 
be  unworthy  of  the  dear  creature  that 
fmiles  upon  me  there,  if  it  was  not  prin- 
cipally for  her  fake,  and  the  pleafure  it 
would  give  her,  that  I  fay  this  :  for  I 
will  never  be  thoroughly  reconciled  to 
my  filler  till  me  does;  for  I  moft  fm- 
cerely  think,  as  to  myfelf,that  my  dear 
wife,  there  fhe  fits,  does  me  more  ho- 
nour in  her  new  relation,  than  fhe  re- 
ceives from  me !' 

*  Sir,'  faid  I, '  Tarn  overwhelmed  with 
'  your  goodnefs!' — And  my  eyes  were 
filled  with  tears  of  joy  and  gratitude  :  and 
all  the  company,  with  one  voice,  bleffed 
him.     And  Lady  Jones  was  pleafed  to 
fay — '  The  behaviour  of  you  two  happy - 

*  ones,  to  each  other,  is  the  moft  edify - 
'  ing  I  ever  knew.     I  am  always  im- 

*  proved  when  I  fee  you.     How  happy 
'  would  every  good  lady  be  with  fuch  a 

*  gentleman  and  every  good  gentleman 
1  with  fuch  a  lady! — In  fhort,  you  leem 

*  made  for  one  another.' 

*  O  Madam,'  faid  I, '  you  are  fo  kind, 
'  fo  good  to  me,  that  I  know  not  hoxv  to 
'  thank  you  enough.'     Said  me — 'Yen 

*  deferve  more  than  I  can  exprefs  ;  for, 

*  to  all  who  know  your  ftory,  you  are  a 

*  matchlefs  perfon.     You  are  an  orna- 

*  mcnt  to  our  fex ;  and  your  virtue,  though 
'  Mr.  B.  is  fo^generous  as  he  is,  has  met 
'  with  no  more  than  it's  due  reward. 

*  God  long  blefs  you  together!' 

'  You  are,'  faid  my  deareft  Sir, '  very 
'  kind  to  me,  Madam,  I  am  fure.  I  have 

*  taken  liberties  in  my  former  life,  that 

*  dcierved  not  fo  much  excellence.     I 
'  have  offended  extremely,  by  trials  glo- 


*  rious  to  my  Pamela,  but  difgraceful  to 

*  me,  againit  a  virtue  that  I  now  comider 

*  as  almoft  facred ;  and  I  faall  not  think 
'  I  deferve  her,  till  I  can  bring  my  man- 

*  ners,  my  fentiments,  and  my  actions, " 
'   to   a  conformity  with  her  own. — Li 

*  fhort,  my  Pamela,'  continued  he,  '  I 

*  want  you  to  be  nothing  but  what  you 
'  are,  and  have  been.     You  cannot  be 
"  better;  and  if  you  could,  it  would  be 
'  but  filling  me  with  defpair  to  attain  the 
'  awful  heights  of  virtue,  at  which  you 

are  arrived. — Perhaps,'  added  the  dear 
gentleman,  '  the  fcene  I  have  beheld 
'  within  thefe  twelve  hours,  has  made  me 

*  more  ferious  than  otherwife  I  fhoukl 

*  have  been;  but  I'll  affure  you  before  all 

*  this  good  company,  I  fpeak  the  feuti- 
'  ments  of  my  heart,  and  thofe  not  of  this 

*  day  only.' 

What  a  happy  daughter  is  your's.,  O 
my  dear  father  and  mother  !  I  owe  it  all 
to  God's  grace,  and  to  yours  and  my  good 
lady's  inftruclions  ;  and  to  thefe  let  me 
always  look  back  with  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments, that  I  may  not  impute  tomy- 
felf,  and  be  proud,  my  inexpreffible  hap- 
pinefs. 

The  company  were  fo  kindly  pleafeJ 
with  our  concern,  and  my  dear  matter's 
goodnefs,  that  he,  obferving  their  indul- 
gence, and  being himfelf  curious  to  know 
the  further  particulars  of  what  had  palfed 
between  my  lady  and  me,  repeated  his 
queftion,  what  fhe  had  called  me  befides 
ivench  and  creature  ?  And  I  faid — '  My 
'  lady,  fuppofmg  I  was  wicked,  lament - 

*  ed  over  me,  very  kindly,  my  depravity 
*  *  and  fall,  and  faid,  what  a  thoufand 

*  pities  it  was,  fo  much  virtue,  as  fhe  was 

*  pleafed  to  fay,  was  fo  deftroyed;  and 
'  that  I  had  yielded,  after  fo  noble  a  ftand, 
'  as  flie  faid  ! 

'  Excufe  me,  gentlemen  and  ladies,* 
faid  I ;  *  you  know  my  ftory,  itfeems, 

*  and  I  am  commanded,  by  one  who  has 

*  a  title  to  all  my  obedience,  to  proceed.'* 
They  gave  all  of  them  bows  of  appro- 
bation, that  they  might  not  interrupt  me  9 
and  I  continued  niy  ftory — themen-fer- 
vants  withdrawing  at  a  raotion  of  Mr. 
B.  on  my  looking  towards  them;  and 
then,  a  tight  lafsortwo,  at  Lady  Darn- 
ford's,  coming  in,  I  proceeded. 

*  I  told  her  ladyfhip,  that  I  was  fliil  in- 
'  nocent,  and  would  be  fo,  and  it  was 
4  injurious  to  fuppofe  me  otherwife  : 
"  Why,  tell  me,  wench,"  faid  flie — 

*  But  1  think  I  muft  not  tell  you  what 
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'  fhe  faid/ — '  Yes,  do,"1  faid  my  mailer, 

*  to  clear  my  filler  j  we  fnall  think  it  very 
'  bad  die/ 

'  I  held  my  hand  before  my  face— 
"  Why/'  me  {'aid,  "  tell  me,  wench, 
<{  haft  thou  not  been — v  hefuating — 
"  a  very  free  creature  with  thy  mailer?" 
«  That  me  laid,  or  to  that  etfeft.-jft.n4 
'  when  I  faid,  me  afked  ftrangequeftions, 

*  and  in  ftrange  words,  me  ridiculed  my 
'  delicacy,  as  me  called  it;  and  laid,  my 
f  nicenefs  would  notlaft  long.    She  faid, 
'  I  mull  know  I  was  not  really  married, 
'  that  my  ring  was  only  a  mam,  and  all 
'  was  my  cunning  to  cloak  my  yielding, 

*  and  get  better  terms  :  fhe  faid,  me  knew 
'  the  world  as  much  at  thirty- two  r.s  I  did 
1  at  fixtecn;  and  bid  me  remember  that. 

'  I  took  the  liberty  to  fay  (but  I  got  a 

*  good  way  off,)  that  I  fcornec!  her  lady- 
'  {hip's  words,  and  was  as  much  married 

*  as  her  lady/hip.     And  then  I  had  cer- 
6  tainly  been  cuffed,   if  her  woman  had 

*  not  interpofed,  and  told    her  I  was 

*  not  worthy  her  anger ;  and  that  I  was 

*  as  much  to  be  pitied  for  my  credulity, 

*  as  defpifcd  for  my  vanity/ 

*  My  poor  Pamela/  faid  my  mailer, 
'  this  v/as  too-too  hard  upon  you  ! ' — '  O 
'  Sir/  faid  I,  '  how  much  eafier  it  was 

*  to  me,  than  if  it  had  been  fo  ! — That 

*  would  have  broken  my  heart  quite  !— 
'  For  then  I  mould  have  deferved  it  all, 

*  and  worfe;  and  theie  reproaches,  added 
'  to  my  own  gniit,  would  have  made  me 

*  truly  wretched  P 

Lady  Darnford,  at  whofe  right-hand 
I  fat,  killed  me  with  a  kind  ot  rapture, 


1  angry  with  her  ladymip.  She  called 
'  me  painted  dirt,  baby-face,  waiting- 
1  maid)  beggafs-brat)  and  beggar -born  j 
'  but  I  faid,  as  long  as  I  knew  my  in- 
'  nocence,  I  was  eafy  in  every-thing,  but 
'  to  have  my  dear  parents  abufed.  They 
'  were  never  beggars,  nor  beholden  to 
'  any-body,  nor  to  any-thing  but  God'* 

*  grace  and  their  own  labour :  that  they 
'  once  lived  in  credit;  that  .misfortunes 
'  might  befal  any-body;  and  that  I  could 
£  not  bear  they  ihould  be  treated  lo  un- 
«  defervedly. 

*  Then  her  lady  (hip  faid— Ay,  fhefup- 
'  pofed  my  mailer's  folly  would  make  ug 
'  let  up  for  a  family,  and  that  the  He- 
'  raid's  Office  would  fiiortly  be  ftarched 
'  to  make  it  out/ 

*  Exaclly  my  fifter  again  !'  faid  he. 
'  So  you  could  not  pleale  her  any  way  ?* 

*  No,  indeed,  Sir.     When  me  com- 
'  manded  me  to  fill  her  a  glafs  of  wine, 
'  and  would  not  let  her  woman  do  it,  me 

*  alked,  if  I  was  above  it  ?  I  then  faid — 
"  If  to  attend  your  lady  fhip  at  table,  or 
"  even  kneel  at  your  feet,  was  requir- 
"  ed  cfme,  I  would  inoft  gladly  do  it, 
"  were  I  only  the  pevfon.  you  think  me. 
*'  But,    if  it  be  to  triumph  over  one, 
"   who  has  received   honours  that  me 
"  thinks  require  from  her  another  part, 
t(  that  me  may  not  be  utterly  unwor- 
cc  thy  qf  them,  I  muft  fay,   I  cannot  do 
"  it."     This  quite  altonifliecl  her  lacly- 
'  mjp  ;  and  a  little  before,  hcrkinfman 

*  broi'ght  jTie  the  bottle  and  glafs,  and 
required  me  to  fill  it  for  my  lady  at  her 
command,  and  called  himfelf  my  de- 


and  called  me  a  fweet  exemplar  fur  a!l%-'  puty :  and  I  faid — "  'Tis  in  a  good 


my  fex.     Mr.  Peters  faid  very  handfome 

things:  fo  did  Mr.  Perry :    and    Sir  Si- 

ynon,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  laid  to  my 

inafter — *  Why,  neighbour,  neighbour, 

this  is  excellent,   by  troth.     I  believe 

there  is  fomething  in  virtue,  that  we 

had  not  wejl  confidered.     On  my  foul, 

there  has  been  but  one  angel  come 

down  forthefe  thoufand  years,  and  you 

have  got  her/ 

*  Weil,  my  deareft,'  faid  my  mailer, 
pray  proceed  with  your  ftory  till  we 
have  done  fupper,  fmce  tlie  ladies  feeui 
pleafed  with  it/—4  Why,  Sir/  faid  I, 
her  laclyihip  went  on  in  the  fame  man- 
ner ;  but  fnicl  onetime  (and  held  me 
by  the  hand)  fhe  would  give  me  a  hun- 
dred guineas  for  one  provoking  word, 
or  if  I  would  but  fay,  I  beHe-vuivn^- 
felf  married  that  fhe  might  fell  me  at 
her  foot:  but,  Sir,  you  muft  »ot  be 


hand  ;  help  my  lady  yourfelf/'— So 
'  Sir/  added  I,  '  you  fee  I  could  be  a 
'  little  fancy  upon  occafion/ 

*  You  pleafe  me  well,  my  Pamela,^ 
faid  he.     *  This  was  quite  right.     But 

*  proceed/ 

*  Her  ladyfhip  faid,  fliewas  aftonifhed! 
-'  adding,  fliefupppfed  I  would  have  her 
1  look  upon  me   as   her  brother's  wife: 

*  and  afked  me,   what,    in  the  name  of 
'  impudence,  uoflefied  me,  to  dare  to  look 
'  upon  myfelf  as  her  fifter !  And  I  faid, 
{  that  was  a  quellion  better  became  her 

*  mod  worthy  brother  to  anfwer,  than- 

*  me.    And  then  I  thought  I  Ihould  have 
'   had  herladyfhip  upon  me ;  but  her  wo- 
'  man  iutcrpclld. 

'  I  afterwai'ds  told  Mrs.  Jewkes  at  the 
'  windovvj  that  fmce  I  was  hindered  from 
(  going  to  you,  I  believed  it  was  beft  t? 
'  'let  Koberi  go  with  the  chariot,  and  fay, 

'  Lady 
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*  Lady  Davers  was  come,  and  I  could 
c  not  leave  her  ladyfhip.     But  this  did 
«  notpleafe;  and  I  thought  it  would  too; 
'  for  flie  faid—"  No,   no,  he1!!  think  I 
"  make  the  creature  my  companion,  and 
*'.  know  not  how  to  part  with  her." 

'  Exaclly,1  faid  he,  '  my  filler  again  '!' 
'  And  fhe  faid,  I  knew  nothing  what 
e  belonged  to  people  of  condition  j  how 
«  fliould  I  ?—"  What  ./&«//  I  fay,  Ma- 
"  dam,"  faid  I.  "  Nothing  at  all," 
'  anfwered  fhe  ;  "  let  him  expecl  his 
*'  dearejl  lo<ve"  alluding  to  your  kind 
'  epithet  in  your  letter,  "  and  be  difap- 
"  pointed  }  it  is  but  adding  a  few  more 
"  hours  to  this  heavy  abfence,  and  every 
"  one  will  become  a  day  in  his  amorous 
"  account." 

'  So,  to  be  fhort,   I  faw  nothing  was 

*  to  be  done ;  and  I  feared,  Sir,  you 

*  would  wonder  at  my  flay,  and  be  an- 

*  ory  i  anc^  I  watched  my  opportunity, 
'  while  my  lady,  who  was  walking  about 
'  the  room,  was  at  the  further  end  j  and 
'  the  parlour  being  a  ground-floor  in  a 
'  manner,  I  jumped  out  at  the  window, 
'  and  ran  for  it. 

'  Her  ladyfhip  called  after  me  ;  fo  did 
'  her  woman ;  and  I  heard  her  fay,  I  flew 

*  like  a  bird ;  and  flie  called  to  two  of 

*  her  fervants  in  fight  to  ftop  me  ;  but  I 
'  faid — "  Touch  me  at  your  peril,  fel- 
"  lows.1'     And   Mr.   Colbrand,   hav- 
1  ing  been  planted  at   hand   by  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes  (who  was  very  good  in  the 

*  whole  affair,  and  incurred  «her  lady- 
'  fhip's  difpleafure,   once  or  twice,   by 

*  taking  my  part)  feeing  howl  was  ufed, 

*  put  on  a  fierce  look,  cocked  his  hat 
f  with  one  hand,  and  put  t'other  on  his 
'  fword,   and  faid,  he  would  chine  the 
'  man  who  offered  to  touch  his  lady. 

*  And  fo  he  ran  along- fide  of  me,   and 
'  could  hardly  keep  pace  with  me  : — 

*  And  here,  my  dear  Sir,'  concluded  I, 
'  I  am,  at  your1  s  and  the  good  company's 
'  fervice.' 

They  feemed  highly  pleafed  with  my 
relation,  and  my  mailer  faid,  he  was  glad 
Mrs.  Jewkes  behaved  fowell,  asalfoMr. 
Colbrand.     '  Yes,  Sir,"  faid  I;   'when 
Mrs.  Jewkes  interpofed  once,  her  la- 
dyfhip faid,  it  was  hard,  fhe,  who  was 
born  in  that  houfe,  could  not  have  fome 
privilege,  in  it,  without  being  talked  to 
by  the  faucy  fervants.     And  fhe  called 
her  another  time  fat-face,  and  fwo- 
matf'd  her  moft  violently.1 
'  Well,1  faid  my  mailer,  '  I  am  glad, 
my  dear,  you  have  had  Jfuch  an  elope. 


My  fitter  was  always  pafiionate,  as 
Mrs.  Peters  knows  :  and  my  poor  mo- 
ther had  enough  to  do  with  us  both. 
For  we  neither  of  us  wanted  {pint  ;  and 
when  I  was  a  boy,  I  never  came  home 
from  fchool  or  college  for  a  few  days, 
but  though  we  longed  to  fee  one  another 
before,  yet  ere  the  firlt  day  was  over, 
we  had  a  quarrel;  forme,  being  feven 
years  older  than  I,  was  always  for  do- 
mineering over  me,  and  I  could  not 
bear  it.  And  I  ufed,  on  her  frequently 
quarrelling  with  the  maids,  and  being 
always  at  a  word  and  a  blow,  to  call 
her  Captain  Bab  ;  for  her  name  is  Bar- 
bara. And  when  my  Lord  Davers 
courted  her,  my  poor  mother  has  made 
up  quarrels  between  them  three  times 
in  a  day  ;  and  I  ufed  to  tell  her,  me 
would  certainly  beat  herhufband,  mar- 
ry whom  me  would,  if  he  did  not  beat 
her  firil,  and  break  her  fpirit, 
*  Yet  has  me,'  continued  he, c  veiy  good 
qualities.  She  was  a  dutiful  daughter, 
is  a  good  wife ;  file  is  bountiful  to  her 
fervants,  firm  in  her  friendfhips,  cha- 
ritable to  the  poor,  and,  I  believe,  never 
any  filler  better  loved  a  brother,  than 
me  me  :  and  yet  me  always  loved  to> 
vex  and  teize  me ;  and  as  I  would  bear 
a  refentment  longer  than  fhe,  fhe'd  be 
one  moment  the  moft  provoking  crea- 
ture in  the  world,  and  the  next  would 
do  any  thing  to  be  forgiven  ;  and  I 
have  mad?  her,  when  fhe  was  the  ag- 
greffor,  follow  me  all  over  the  houfe 
and  garden  to  be  upon  good  terms  with 
me. 

*  But  this  cafe  piques  her  more,  be- 
cauie  fhe  had  found  out  a  match  for  me 
in  the  family  of  a  perfon  of  quality,  and 
had  fet  her  heart  upon  bringing  it  to  ef- 
fect, and  had  even  proceeded  far  in  it, 
without  my  knowledge,   and  brought 
me  into  the  hdy's  company,  unknow- 
ing of  her  defign  :  but  I  was  then  averfe 
to  matrimony  upon  any  terms;   and 
was  angry  at  hey  proceeding  in  it  fo  far 
without  my  privity  or  encouragement ; 
and   me  cannot,  for  this  reafon,  bear 
the  thoughts  of  my  being  now  m:> 

and  to  her  mother's  waiting-maid  too, 
as  fhe  reminds  my  dear  Pamela,  when 
I  had  declined  her  propofal  with  the 
daughter  of  a  noble  earl. 

*  This   is  the  whole  cafe,1  faid  he  j 
and,  allovvinp;for  the  pride  and  violence 
of  her  fpirit,  and  that  flie  knows  not,  as 
I  do,  the  tranfcendent  excellencies  of 
my  dear  Pamela,  and  that  all  her  view, 
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in  her  own  conception,  is  mine  and  the 
family  honour,  me  is  a  little  to  be  al- 
lowed for: — though  never  fear,myPa- 
mela,  but  that  I,  who  never  had  a 
Struggle  with  her,  wherein  I  did  not 
get  the  better,  will  do  you  juftice,  and 
myfelf  too/ 

This  account  of  Lady  Davers  pleafed 
every  body,  and  was  far  from  being  to 
her  ladyfhip' s  difadvantage  in  the  main  ; 
and  I  would  do  any-thing  in  the  world 
*o  have  the  honour  to  be  in  her  good 
graces:  yet  I  fear  it  will  not  be  eafily, 
if  at  all,  effected.  But  I  will  proceed. 

After  fupper,  nothing  would  ferveMifs 
Darnford  and  Mifs  Boroughs,  but  we 
muft  have  a  dance  5  and  Mr.  Peters,  who 
plays  a  good  fiddle,  urged  it  forward. 
Aly  dear  mafter,  though  in  a  riding  drefs, 
took  out  Mifs  Boroughs. 

Sir  Simon,  for  a  man  of  his  years, 
danced  well,  and  took  me  out  j  but  put 
on  one  of  his  free  jokes,  that  I  was  fitter 
to  dance  with  a  younger  man  ;  and  he 
would  have  it  (though  I  had  not  danced 
flnce  my  dear  lady's  death  to  fignify,  ex- 
cept once  or  twice  to  pleafe  Mrs.  Jervis, 
and  indeed,  believed  all  my  dancing  days 
over)  that  as  my  mafter  and  I  were  the 
beft  dancers,  we  mould  dance  once  to- 
gether, before  folks,  as  the  odd  gentle- 
man laid;  and  my  dear  Sir  was  pleafed 
to  oblige  him :  and  afterwards  danced 
with  Mifs  Darnford,  who  has  much 
more  Ikill  and  judgment  than  I;  though 
they  compliment  me  with  an  caiicr  fliape 
and  air. 

We  left  the  company  with  grerit  dif- 
ficulty, at  about  eleven,  my  dear  mafte^ 
having  been  up  all  night  before,  and  we 
being  at  the  greateft  diftance  from  home ; 
though  they  feemed  inclinable  not  to 
break  up  fo  loon,  as  they  were  neigh- 
bours $  and  the  ladies  faid,  they  longed 
to  hear  what  would  be  the  end  of  Lady 
Davers's  interview  with  her  brother. 

My  mafter  laid,  he  feared  we  muft  not 
now  think  of  going  next  day  to  Bed- 
fordfhire,  as  we  had  intended  \  and  per- 
haps might  fee  them  again.  And  fo  we 
took  leave,  and  let  out  for  home  ;  where 
we  arrived  not  till  twelve  o'clock ;  and 
found  Lady  Davers  had  gone  to-bed 
about  eleven,  wanting  fadly  that  we 
fhould  come  home  firft;  but  fo  did  not  I. 
Mrs.  Jewkes  told  us,  that  my  lady 
was  fadly  fretted,  that  I  had  got  away  foj 
and  feemed  a  little  apprehennve  of  what 
I  would  fay  of  the  ufage  I  had  received 
from  hw.  She  aifked  Mrs.  Jewkes,  if 


me  thought  I  was  really  married  ?  AnJ 
Mrs.  Jewkes  telling  her  Yes,  me  fell  into 
a  paflion,  and  faid — '  Be  gone,  bold- wo- 
man, I  cannot  bear  thee.  See  not  my 
face  till  I  fend  for  thee.  Thou  hail- 
been  very  impudent  to  me  once  or  twic« 
to-day  already,  and  art  now  worie 
than  ever.'  She  faid,  fhe  would  not 
have  told  her  ladymip,  if  me  had 
not  afked  her  j  and"  was  forry  me  had 
oifended. 

She  fent  for  her  at  fupper  time :  faid 
me — '  I  have  another  queftion  to  alk  thee, 

*  woman, and  tell  meYes,  if  thou  dareft.' 
Was  ever  any-thing  fo  odd?     '  Why 

*  then,'  faid  Mrs.  Jewkes,  *  I  will  fay 
'  No,  before  your  ladyfhip  fpeaks.'  My 
mafter  laughed:    *  Poor  woman!1   (aid 
he.     She  called  her  infolent,  and  affur- 
ance-j  and  faid — *Be  gone,  bold  woman 

*  as  thou  art ! — but  come  hither.     Dolt 

*  thou  know  if  that  young  harlot  is  to  lie 
f  with  my  brother  to-night  ?' 

She  faid  fhe  knew  not  what  to  anfwer, 
•becaufe  fhe  had  threatened  her  if  fhe  faid 
Yes.  But  at  laft,  my  lady  faid—*  I  will 

*  know  the  bottom  of  this  iniquity.     I 

*  fuppofe  they  won't  have  fo  much  im- 
'  padence  to  lie  together  while  I'm  iu 
1  the  houfej  but  I  dare  fay  they  have 

*  been  bed-fellows.' 

Said  fhe — «  I  will  lie  to-night  in  that 
'  room  I  was  born  in  ;  fo  get  that  bed 
'  ready/  That  room  being  our  bed- 
chamber, Mrs.  Jewkes,  after  feme  he- 
litation,  replied — *  Madam,  my  mailer 

*  lies  there,  and  has  the  key.' — *  1  be- 
f  lieve,  woman,'   faid  fhe,  '  thou  tcllcft 

*  me  a  ftory.' — l  Indeed,  Madam,'  faid 
flie, c  he  does ;  and  has  fome  papers  there 
'  he   will    let  nobody  fee  j'    for   Mrs. 
Jewkes  faid,  fhe  feared  fhe  would  bear 
her  if  fhe  went  up,  and  found  by  my 
cloaths,  and  fome  of  my  mafter' &,  how 
it  was. 

1  So,'  flie  faid,  <  I  will  then  lie  in  the 

*  beft  room,  as  it  is  called  j  and  Jackey 

*  mall  lie  in  the  little  green  room  ad- 
'  joining  to   it.      Has   thy  mafter  got 
'the  keys  of  thofe  ?'— <  No,  Madam,' 
faid  Mrs.  Jewkes  j  '  I  will  order  them 

*  to  be  made  ready  for  your  ladyfhip.' 

4  And  where  doft  thon  lay  thy  purfy 
'  fides  ?'  faid  flie.  *  Up  two  pair  of 
'  ft  airs,  Madam,  next  the  garden.' — 
'  And  where  lies  the  young  harlotry?' 
continued  fhe.  '  Sometimes  with  me, 

*  Madam,'  faid  fhe.    '  And  fometimes 

*  with  thy  virtuous  mafter,  I  fuppofe,* 
feid  my  lady.  *  Ha, woman!  what  fay'lt 
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f  thou  ?'— ''  I  muft  not  fpeak,*  faid'Mrs. 
Jewkes.  (  Well,  thou  may 'ft  go,1  laid 
(he  j  «  but  thou  hail  the  air  of  a  fecret- 

*  keeper  of  that  fort :  I  dare  fay  thoul't 
'  fet  the  good  work  forward  moft  cor- 

*  dially.1 — 'Poor Mrs.  Jewkes Plaid  my 
mafter,  and  laughed  moil  heartily. 

This  talk  we  had  whilft  \ve  were  un- 
drefTing.  So  fhe  and  her  woman  by  to- 
gether in  the  room  my  mafter  lay  in  be- 
fore I  was  happy. 

I  fajd — « Dear  Sir,  pray,  in  the  morn- 
c  ing  let  me  lock  myfelf  up  in  the  clolct, 

*  as  foon  as  you  rile  ;  and  not  be  called 

*  down  for  ever  fo  much ;  for  I  am  afraid 

*  to  fee  her  ladyfhip  :  and  I  will  employ 

*  myfelf  about  my  journal,  while  thele 

*  things  are  in  my  head." — *  Don't  be 

*  afraid,  my  dear/  laid  he  :  '  am  not  I 
'  with  you  P1 

Mrs.  Jewkes  pitied  me  for  what  I  had 
undergone  in  the  day  5  and  I  faid — '  We 

*  won't  make  the  worft  of  it  to  my  dear 

*  mafter,  becaufe  we  won't  exafperate 

*  where  we  would  reconcile ;  but/  added 
I,  '  I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  Mrs. 
1  Jewkes,  and  I  thank  you.1     Said  my 
mafter — '  I  hope  (he -did  not  befat  your 

*  lady,  Mrs.  Jewkes!' — *  Not  much, 

*  Sir,'  laid  me;  '  but  I  believe  I  laved 

*  my  lady  once :  yet,1  added  fhe,  '  I  was 
'  mod  vexed  at  the  young  lord.1 — <  Ay, 

*  Mrs.  Jewkes,1  faid  my  mafter,  '  let  me 
c  know  his  behaviour.      I  can  chaftife 
1  him,  though  I  cannot  my  filler,  who 
'  is  a  woman ;  let  me  therefore  know  the 

*  part  he  acted.' 

4  Nothing,  my  dear  Sir,1  faid  I,  '  but 

*  impertinence,  if  I  may  lo  fay,  and  fuoi- 
4   iflmefs,  that  was  very  provoking  5  but 

*  I   fpared  him  not,   and  lb  there  is  no 
e  room,  Sir,  for  your  anger.1 — 'No,  Sir,1 
jfaid  Mrs.  Jewkes, '  nothing elfe  indeed.1 

*  How  v/as  her  woman  ?1  faid  my  ma- 
fter. '  Pretty  impertinent,1  replied  Mrs. 
Jewkes,  *  as  ladies  women  will  be.1 — • 
But,1  laid  I,  '  you  know  fhe  faved  me 
once  or  twice.' — '  Very  true,  Madam,1 
eturned  Mrs.  Jewkes.  '  And  fhe  fai(j  to 
me  at  table,  that  you  were  a  fweet  crea- 
ture ;  fhe  never  law  your  equal  5  but 
that  you  had  a  fpirit ;  and  fhe  was  lorry 
you  anlwered  her  lady  fo,  who  never 
bore  fo  much  contradiction  before.  I 
told  her,1  added  Mrs.  Jewices,  <  tint  if 
I  v/as  in  your  ladyfhip's  place,  I  fhould 
have  taken  much  more  upon  me,  and 
that  you  were  all  fweetneis.  And  (he 
faid,  I  was  got  over,  fhe  law. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  THE  SIXTH  OF 
MY    HAPPINESS. 

MY  mafter  had  faid  to  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
that  he  mould  not  rife  till  eight  or 
nine,  as  he  had  fat  up  all  the  night  be- 
fore ;  but  it  feems,  my  lady,  knowing  he 
ufually  rote  about  fix,  got  up  foon  after 
that  hour ;  railed  her  woman,  and  her  ne- 
phew ;  having  a  whimfical  fcheme  in  her 
head,  to  try  to  find  whether  we  were  in 
bed  together  :  and  about  half  an  hour 
after  fix,  fhe  rapt  at  our  chamber-door. 

My  mafter  was  waked  at  thenoife,  and 
afked,  who  was  there  ?  '  Open  the  door,"" 
laid  fhe  ;  *  open  it  this  minute  I1  I  faid, 
clinging  about  his  neck—'  Dear,  dear 
'  Sir,  pray,  pray  don't! — O  lave  me, 
'  fave  me  I1 — '  Don't  fear,  Pamela,1  laid 
he.  *  The  woman's  mad,  I  believe.' 

But  he  called  out — '  Who  are  you  ? 

*  What  do  you  want  ?' — *  You  know  my 

*  voice  well  enough,'  faid  fhe :   *  I  will 
'  come  in.1 — *  Pray,  Sir,1  faid  I,  « don't 
'  Ictherladyfhipin.1— -'Doift  befright- 
'  ed,my  dear,1  faid  he;  '  me  thinks  we 
f  are  ngt  married,  and  are  afraid  to  be 
'  found  a- bed  together.     I'll  let  her  in; 

*  bi;t  flie  fhan't  come  near  my  deareft.' 

So  he  flipt  out  of  bed,  and  putting  on 
fome  of  his  cloaths,  and  gown  and  Hip- 
tie  faid — «  What  bold  body  dare 
rb  my  rcpofe  thus  P1  and  opened 
the  door.     In  rufhed  fhe;  '  I'll  fee  your 
\vickednefs,1  faid  me.  *  I  will :  in  "vain 

(hall  you  think  to  hide  it  from  me.1 

What  Ihould  I  hide  P1  faid  he.  «  How 
dare  you  fet  a  foot  into  my  houfe,  after 
the  ufage  I  have  received  from  you  ?' 
I  had  covered  myfelf  over  head  and  ears, 
and  trembled  every  joint.  He  looked 
and  'fpied  her  woman  and  kinfman  in 
the  room,  fbe  crying  out — '  Bear  witnefs, 
'  Jackey; — bear  witnefs,  Beck  j— the 
'  creature  is  now  in  his  bed.1  And  not 
feeing  the  young  gentleman  before,  who 
was  at  the  feet  of  the  bed,  he  faid — *  How 

*  now,  Sir  ?  What's  your  bufmefs  in  this 
'  apartment?     Be  gone  this  moment.' 
And  he  went  away  directly. 

'  Beck,1  faid  my  lady,  <  you  fee  the 
1  creature  is  in  his  bed.1 — '  I  do,  Ma- 
'  dam,'anfwered/he.  My  mafter  came 
to  me,  and  laid—*  Ay,  look,  Beck,  and 

*  bear  witnefs:  here  is  my  Pamela: — 
4   my  dear  angel,  my  lovely  creature, 
4  don't  be  afraid;  look  up,  and  fee  how 
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'  frantkkly  this  woman  of  quality  be- 
'  haves.' 

At  that,  T  juft  peeped,  and  faw  my 
lacly,  whoxcould  not  bear  this,  coming 
to  me  j  and  (he  faid — '  Wicked  aban  - 

*  donea  wretch !  vile  brother,  to  brave 

*  m.e  thus  !     I'll  tear  the  creature  out  of 
'  bed  before  your  face,  and  expofe  you 

*  both  as  you  deferve.' 

At  that  he  took  her  in  his  arms,  as  if 
ihe  had  been  nothing 5  and  carrying  her 
out  of  the  room,  me  cried  out — '  Beck  ! 
'  Beck!  help  me,  Beckj  the  wretch  is 
'  going  to  fling  me  down  ft.u'rs.'  Her 
woman  ran  to  him,  and  laid — e  Good 

*  Sir,  for  Heaven's  fake,  do  no  v' 

"'  to  my  lady  :  her  ladymip  has  been  ill 
«  all  night.' 

He  fet  her  down  in  the  chamber  me  Jay 
in,  and  me  ccyld  not  fpeak  for  pafiion. 

*  Take  care  of  your  lady,'  faid  he ;  '  and 

*  when  me  has  rendered  herfelf  more 
'  worthy  of  my  attention,  1'il  fee  her ; 
'  till  then,   at  her  peril,  and  yours  too, 
'  come  not  near  my  apartment.'     And 
fo  he  came  to  me,  and,  with  all  the  fweet 
foothing  words  in  the  world,  pacified  my 
fears,  and  gave  meleave  to  go  to  write  in 
my  clofet,  as  foon  as  my  fright  was  over, 
and  to  ftay  there  fill  things  were  more 
calm.     And  fo  he  drefTed  himfelf,  and 
went   out  of  the  chambeiy\permitting 
me,  at  my  def»re,  to  fallen  the  door  after 
him .  ^ 

Atbreakfaft-timemy  mafter  tapped  at 
the  door,  and  I  faid—'  Who's  there?' — 
'  I,  my  deal-eft,'  faid  he.  '  Oh!  then,' 
replied  I,  '  I  will  open  it  with  pleafure.1 
I  had  written  or,  a  good  deal ;  but  I  put- 
it  by,  when  I  ran  to  the  door.  I  wo  .Id 
have  locked  it  again,  when  he  v,  ,  In  ; 
but  he  faid — *  Am  not  I  here? 

*  be  afraid.'    Said  he — *  Will  you  come 
'  down  to  breakfaft,  my  love  ?' — '  O  no, 

*  dear  Sir,'  faid  I  $  '  be  pleafed  to  excufe 
«  me.'  Said  he—'  I  cannot  bear  the  look 
'  of  it,  that  the  miftrefs  of  my  houfe 
'  mould  breakfaif  in  her  clofet,  us  if-fhe 
'  durft  not  come  down,  and  1  at  home!' 
— '  O  deareft  Sir,'  replied  I,  *  pray  pafs 
'  that  over  for  my  fake ;  and  don't  let  my 
'  prefence  ^rgravate  your  filter,  for  a 
'  kind  punctilio.'— *  Then,  my  dear,' 
faid  he,  'I  will  breakfaft  with  you  he-re.' 
'— *  No,   pray,  dear  Sir,'   anfwered  I, 

*  breakfaft  with  your  fifter.' — *  That, 

*  my  dear,'  replied  he,  '  will  too  much 
'  gratify  her  pride,  and  look  like  a  flight 

*  to  you.' — '  Dear  Sir/  lakt  I,  *  yovr 
'  goodnefs  is  too  great,  for  me  to  want 


'  puclilious  proofs  of  it.     Pray  oblige 
'  herladyfhip.  She  isyourgueftj  furely, 

*  Sir,  you  may  be  freeft  with  your  duti- 
'  fuj  wife!' 

'  She  is  a  ftrange  woman/  hid  he  : 
f  how  I  pity  her !— She  has  thrown  her- 

*  felf  into  a  violent  fit  of  the    colick, 

*  through  paflion  :  and  is  but  now,  her 

*  woman  fays,  a  little  eafier.' — *  I  hope, 
'  Sir/  faid  I,  «  when  you  carried  her  la- 
'  dyfhip  out,  you  did  not  hurt  her/ — 
'  No/  replied  he,  «  I  love  her  too  well. 

*  I  fet  her  down  in  the  apartment  fhe  had 
'  chafen  :  and  me  but  now  defires  to  fee 
1  me,  and  that  I  will  breakfaft  with  her, 
'  or  refufes  to  touch  any  thing.     But,  if 
'  my  deareft  pleafe,  I  will  infift  it  fhall 

*  be  \vit\\you  at  the  fame  time.' 

'  O,  no,  no.  dear  Sir/  faid  I;  '  I  mould 
f  never  forgive  myfelf,  if  I  did.  I  would 
'  on  my  knees  beg  her  ladymip's  good- 
*'  nefs  to  me  new  I  am  in  your  prelence  ; 
'  though  I  thought  I  ought  to  carry 

*  it  a  little  iliff  when  you  were  abfent, 
'  for  the  fake  of  the  honour  you  have 

*  done  me.  And,  dear  Sir,  if  my  deepeft 
'  humility  will  pleafe,  permit  me  to  mew 
f  it.' 

1  You  mail  do  nothing/  returned  he, 
1  unworthy  of  my  wife,  to  pleafe  the 

*  proud  woman  ! — But  I  will,  however, 

*  permit  you  to  breakfaft  by  yourfelf  this 
'  once,  as  I  have  not  feen  her  fmce  I  have 
'  ufed  her  in  fo  barbarous  a  manner,  as 
f  I  underftand  fhe  exclaims  I  have  ;  and 

*  as  fhe  will  not  eat  any  thing,  unlefs  I 

*  give  her  my  company.'    So  he  fainted 
me,  and  withdrew  ;   and  I  locked  the 
door  after  him  again  for  fear. 

Mrs.  Jewkes,  foon  after,  rapp'd  at  the 
door.^  «  Who's  there  ?'  faid  I.  '  Only 
'  I,  Madam.'  So  I  opened  the  door. 
'  'Tis  a  fad  thing,  Madam/  faid  fhe, 
4  you  fhould  be  fo  much  afraid  in  your 
'  own  houfe.'  She  brought  me  fome 
chocolate  and  toaft  ;  and^  I  afked  her 
about  my  lady's  behaviour.  She  faid, 
fhe  would  not  fufrer  any  body  to  attend 
but  her  woman,  becaufe  fhe  would  not 
be  heard  what  fhe  had  to  fay  j  but  fhe 
believed,  flie  faid,  her  m after  was  very 
angry  with  the  young  lord,  as  fhe  called 
her  kinfman  ;  for,  as  fhe  pa  fled  by  the 
door,  fhe  heard  him  fay,  in  a  high  tone — 

*  I  hope,  Sir,  you  did  not  forget  what 
'  belongs  to  the  chajsafter  you  afl'ume  j* 
or  to  that  effeft. 

About  one  o'clock,  my  mafter  came 
up  again ;  and  he  faid-*-'  Will  you  come 
4  down  to  dinner,  Pamela,  when  I  fend 

«  for 


PAMELA, 


245 


for  you  ?'— -'Whatever  you  command, 
Sir,  I  mnft  do :  but  my  lady  won't  de- 
fire  to  ice  u:e." — '  No  matter  whether 
me  will  or  no.  But  I  will  not  i'uffer, 
that  ftielhp.il  prcicribe  her  infolent  will 
to  my  wife,  and  in  your  own  houfe 
too. — I  will,  by  my  tendernefs  to  you, 
mortify  her  pride ;  and  it  cannot  be 
done  fo  well  as  to  her  face.' 

*  Deareft  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  pray  indulge 
me,  and  let  me  dine  here  by  myfelf. 
It  will  make  my  lady  but  more  inve- 
terate/    Said  he — '  I  have  told  her 
we  are  married.     She  is  out  of  all  pa- 
tience about  it,  and  yet  pretends  not  to 
believe  it.     Upon  that  I  tell  her,  then 
me  mail  have  it  her  own  way,  and  that 
I  am  not.  And  what  has  me  to  do  wim. 
it  either  way?     She  has  fcolded  and 
begged,  commanded  and  prayed,  blef- 
fed  me,  and  curfed  me,  by  turns  twen- 
ty times,  in  thefe  few  hours.     And  I 
have  fometimes  foothed  her,fometime3 
raged ;  and  at  laft  left  her,  and  took  a 
turn  in  the  garden  for  an  hour  to  corn- 
pole  myfelf,  becaufe  you   mould  not 
fee  how  the  foolifh.  woman  had  ruffled 
me;  and  jull  now  I  came  out,  feeing 
her  coming  in.' 

Juft  as  hfe.hfci  faid  fo,  I  cried— <  Oh ! 
£  my  lady,  my  lady  !'  for  I  heard  her 
voice  in  the  chamber,  faying — '  Br 

*  brother,   one  word  with  you — '  ftop- 
ping  in  light  of  the  clofet  where  I  was. 
He  llept  out,  and  (he  went  up  to  the  win-, 
dow  that  looks  towards  the  garden,  and 
laid — *  Mean  fool  that  I  am,  to  follow 

*  you  up  and  down  the  houfe  in  this 

*  manner,  though   I  am  Ihunned  and 
'  avoided  by  you  !     You  a  brother!— 

*  you  a  barbarian !     Is  it  poffible  we 
'  could  be  born  of  one  mother?' 

*  Why,'  faid  he,  *  do  you  charge  me 
e  with  aconduft  to  you,  that  you  "bring 
'  u;,-on   ycurfelf ; — is  it  not  furprifmg 
'  that  you  mould  take  the  liberty  with 

*  me,  that  the  "dear  mother  you   have 
4  named  never  gave  you  an  example  for 

*  to  any  of  her  relations  ? — Was  it  not 
'  fufficient,  that  I  was  infolently  taken 
'   to  talk  by  you  in  your  letters,  but  my 
'  retirements  muft  be  invaded?  My  houfe 
'  infulted  ?     And,  if  I  have  one  perfon 

*  dearer  to  me  than  another,  thatthat  per- 

*  fon  mull:  be  fingled  out  for  an  object 
'  of  your  violence  ?' 

*  Ay,'  faid  ihe, < that  one  perfon  is  the 
1  thing  ! — But  though  I  came  with  a  re- 
'  folution  to  be  temperate,  and  to  expof- 

*  tulate  with  ypu  on  your  avoiding  me  fo 


*  unkindly,  yet  cannot  I  have  patience 
'  to  look  upon  that  bed  in  which  I  was 

*  born,  and  to  be  made  the  guilty  fcene 

*  of  your  wickednefs  with  fuch  a * 

«  Hum!'  faid  he,  «  I  charge  you,  call 
4  not  the  dear  girl  by  any  name  unworthy 
'  of  her.  You  know  not,  as  I  told  you, 

*  her  excellence;  and  I  defire  you'll  not 
c  repeat  the  freedoms  you  have  taken  b'e- 
'  low.' 

She  ftamped  with  her  foot,  and  faid— 
'  God  give  me  patience  !  So  much  con- 
'  tempt  to  a  fitter  that  loves  you  fo  well; 

*  and  fo  muchjtendernels  to  a  vile——* 
He  put  his  hand  before  her  mouth  : 

'  Be  filent,'  faid  he,  *  once  more,  I  charge 

*  you.     You  know  not  the  innocence 
'  you  abufe  fo  freely.  I  ought  not,  nei- 

*  ther  will  I  bear  it.' 

She  fat  down  and  fanned  herfelf,  and 
burft  into  tears,  and  fuch  lobs  of  grief, 
or  rather  pailion,  that  grieved  me  to  hear  j 
and  I  fat  and  trembled  fadly. 

He  walked  about  the  room  in  great 
anger ;  and  at  laft  faid — c  Let  me  afk 

*  you,  Lady  Davers,  why  I  am  thus  in- 
'  folently  to  be  called  to  account  by  you. 
4  Am  I  not  independent  ?  Am  I  not  of 

*  age  ?     Am  I  not  at  liberty  to  pleafe 
'  myfelf? — Would  to  God,  that  inftead 

*  of  a  woman,  and  my  filter,  any  mail 

*  breathing  had  dared,  whatever  were  his 
1  relation  under  that  of  a  father,  to  give 

*  hitnfelf  half  the  airs  you  have  done !  — 

*  Why  did  you  not  fend  on  this  accurf- 
'  ed  errand  your  lord,  who  could  write 

*  me  fuch  a  letter  as  no  gentleman  mould 

*  write,  nor  any  gentleman  tamely  re- 

*  ceive  ?     He.  mould  have  feen  the  dif- 
1  fere  nee.' 

*  We  all  know,'  faid  me,  *  that,  fmce 
1  your  Italian  duel, you  have  commenced 
c  a  bravo  ;  and  all  your  airs  breathe  a» 

*  ftrongly  of  the  manflayer  as  of  the  li- 
<  bertine." — *  This,'  laid  he,    «  I  will 

*  bear;    for  I   have  no  reafon    to    be 
'  a/hamed  of  that  duel,  nor  the  caufe  of 

*  it ;    fmce  it  was  to  fave  a  friend,  and 

*  becaufe  'tis  levelled  at  myfeif  only : 

*  but  fuffer  not  your  tongue  to  take  too 

*  great  a  liberty  with  my  Pamela.' 

She  interrupted  him  in  a  violent  burft 
of  pafiion.  «  If  I  bear  this,'  faid  flie, 

*  I  can   bear  any-thing ! — O  the  little 

*  flrumpet!'     He  interrupted  her  then, 
and  faid  wrathfully — '  Be  gone,  rageful 

*  woman,be  gone  this  moment  from  my 

*  prefence !     Leave  my  houfe  this  in- 

*  ftant! — I  renounce  you,  and  all  rela- 

*  tion  to  you  j  and  never  more  let  me  fee 
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*  your  face,  or  call  me  brother/     And 
took,  her  by  the  hand  to  lead  her  out.  She 
laid  hold  of  the  curtains  of  the  window, 
and  laid — '  I  will  not  go  !  you  fhall  not 

*  force  me  from  you  thus  ignominioufly 

*  in  the  wretch's  hearing,  and  furrer  her 
'  to  triumph  over  me  in  your  barbarous 
'  treatment  of  me.' 

Not  confidering.  any- thing,  I  ran  out 
of  the  clbfet,  and  threw  myfelf  at  my 
dear  mailer's  feet,  as  he  held  her  hand, 
in  order  to  lead  her  out ;  and  I  faid — 

*  Deareft  Sir,  let  me  beg,  that  no  a£l  of 

*  unkindnefs  for  my  fake,  pafs  between 
'  fb  worthy  and  fo  nearrelations. — Dear, 
'  deai-  Madam,'  faid  I,  and  claiped  her 
knees,   '  pardon  and    excufe   the  un- 
'-  happy  cauie  of  all  this  evil;  on  my 
'  knees  I  beg  your  ladyfhip  to  receive  me 
'  to  your  grace  and  favour,  and  you  fhall 

*  find  rne  incapable  of  any  triumph  but 
'  in  your  ladyihip's  goodnefs  to  me.'' 

'  Creature.'  faid  fhe,  '  art  thou  to  beg 
'  an  excufe  for  me  ? — Art  thou  to  im- 
'  piore  rny  forgivenefs  ?  Is  it  to  thee  I  am 
'  to  owe  the  favour,  that  I  amViot  caft 
'  headlong  from  my  brother's  prefence  ? 
f  Be  gone  to  thy  corner,  wench ;  be  gone, 

*  I  fay,  left  thy  paramour  kill  me  for 

*  trampling  thee  under  my  foot.' 

'  Rile,  my  dear  Pamela,'  faid  my  ma- 
fterj  '  rife,  dear  life  of  my  life;  and  ex- 
'  vois  not  fo  much  worthinefs  to  the  un- 
'  grateful  fcorn  of  fo  violent  a  fpirit.' 
And  fo  he  led  me  to  my  ciolet  again,  and 
there  I  fat  and  wept. 

Her  woman  canic  up,  juft  as  he  had  led 
me  to  my  ciofet,  and  was  returning  to  her 
lady  ;  and  fhe  very  humbly  faid — '  Ex- 
cufe my  intrufion,  good  Sir  ! — I  hope 
I  mgy  come  to  my  lady.' — '  Yes, Mrs. 
Worden,'  faid  he, '  you  may  come  in; 
and  pray  take  your  lady  down  ftairs 
with  you,  for  fear  I  fhould  too  much 
forget  what  belongs  either  to  my  filter 
or  myfelf!' 
I  began  to  think  (feeing  her  ladyfliip 
fo  outrageous  with  her  brother)  what  a 
happy  efcape  I  had  had  the  day  before, 
though  hardly  enough  uied  in  confcience 
too,  as  I  thought, 

Her  woman  begged  her  ladyfhip  to 
walk  down ;  and  fhe  faidr—'  Beck,  fecft 
'  thou  that  bed  ?  That  v/as  the  bed  that 
4  I  was  born  in  j  and  yet  that  was  the 

*  bed,  thou  faweft,   as  well  as   I,   the 
'  wicked  Pamela  in,  this^morning,  and 
'  this  brother  of  mine  juit  rif-n  from  her '.' 

'  True,'  faid  he ; '  you  both  faw  it,  and 

*  'us  my  pride  that  you  could  fee  it. 


*  'Tis  my  bridal  bed,  and  'tis  ahomina- 
'  ble,  that  the  happinefs  I  knew  before 
'  you  came  hither,  mould  be  fo  barba- 
'  roufly  interrupted.' 

'  Swear  to  me  but,  thon  bold  wretch/ 
faid  fhe,  *  fwear  to  me,  that  Pamela  An- 
'  drews  is  really  and  truly  thy  lawful 
'  wife,  without  fliam,  without  deceit, 
'  without  double  meaning;  and  I  know 

*  what  I  have  to  fay.' 

'  I'll  humour  you  for  once,'  faid  he; 
and  then  fwore  a  iblemn  oath,  that  I  was, 

*  And,'  faid  he,  (  did  I  not  tell  you  To  at 
<  firft?' 

*  I  cannot  j*/  believe  you,'  faid  fhe, 

*  becaufe,  in  this  particular,  I  had  rather 

*  have  called  you  knave,  than_/00/.' — 
'  Provoke  me  not  too  much,'  faid  he; 
c  for,  if  I  fhould  as  much  forget  myfelf 

*  as  you  have  done,  you'd  have  no  more 
'  of  a  brother  in  ine,  than  I  have  a  filter 

*  in  you.' 

*  Who  married  you  ?'  faid  fhe;  '  tell 

*  me  that:  was  it  not  a  broken  attorney 

*  in  a  parfoif  s  habit  ?  Tell  me  truly,  in. 
1  the  wench's  hearing.  Whenfhe's  unde- 
'  ceived,  me' 11  know  how  to  behave  her- 

*  felf  better  !' — «  Thank  God,'  thought 
I,  *  it  is  not  fo.' 

*  No,'  iaid  he,  *  and  I'll  tell  you,  that 

*  I  blel's  God,  I  abhorred  that  project, 
'  before  it  was  brought  to  bear  :.  and  Mr. 

*  Williams  married  us.' — '  Nay  then,'' 
laid  fhe — '  but  anfwer  me  another  quef- 

*  tion  or  two  I  befeech  you  :  who  gave 
'  her  away?' — «  Parfbn  Peters,'  faid  he. 

*  Where  v/as  the  ceremony  performed  ?* 
— '  In  my  own  little  chapel,  which  you 
'  may  fee*  as  it  was  put  in  ordcj-  on  pui- 
«  })ofe.' 

1  Now,'  faid  fhe,  '  I  begin  to  fear  there 
'  is  fomcthing  in  it?  But  who  was  pre- 

*  fent  >'  faid  fhe.     <  Methinks,'  replied 
he,  '  I  look  like  a  fine  puppy,  to  fu'ffer 

*  myfelf  to  be  thus  interrogated  by  an 
'  Iniblent  filter:  but,  if  you  muft  know, 
'  Mrs.  Jewkes  was  prefent.' — '  O  the 

*  procurcfs  ! '  laid  fhe ; '  but  nobody  c  1  fc ! ' 
— -'  Yes,'  fai  J  he,  *  all  my  heart  and  foul !  * 

'  Wretch,'  faid  fhe;  *  and  what  would 

*  thy  father  and  mother  have  faid,  had 

*  they  lived  to  this  day?' — *  Their  con - 

*  fents,' replied  he,'  I  fhould  have  thought 
'  it  my  duty  to  alk ;  but  not  yours,  Ma- 
'  dam.' 

'  Suppofe,'  faid  fhe,  c  I  had  married 

*  my  father's  gvoonj  !.   what  would  you 
'  have  faid  to  that i1'—'  I  could  not  have 
'  behaved  worfe,'  replied  he,'  than  you 
'  have  done,'-~-'  And  wquid  you  not 

*  huve 
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*  h»vc  thought,*  faid  fhe,  *  I  had  deferv- 

*  ed  it  ?' 

Said  he — *  Does  your  pride  let  you  fee 

*  no  difference  in  the  cafe  you  put  ?' — 
'  None  at  all,'  faid  fhe.   *  Where  can  the 
'  difference  be  between  a  beggar's  fon 

*  married  by  a  lady,  or  a  beggar's  daugh- 

*  ter  made  a  gentleman's  wife  ?' 

«  Then  I'll  tell  you,'  replied  he;  '  the 

*  difference  is,  a  man  ennobles  the  wo- 

*  man  he  takes,  be  fhe  tvjho  fhe  will;  an4 

*  adopts  her  into  his  own  rank,  be -it 

*  what  it  will;  but  a  woman,  1  hough 

*  ever  fo  nobly  born,  debafes  herfelf  by 

*  'a  mean  marriage,  and  defcends  from 

*  her  own  rank  to  bis  fhe  ftoops  to. 

'  When  the  royal  family  of  Stuart 

*  allied  itfelf  into  the  low  family  of 

*  Hyde  (comparatively  low,  I  mean,) 

*  did  any-body  fcruple  to  call  the  lady 

*  Royal    Highnefs,   and   Dutchefs    of 

*  York?    And  did  any-body  think  her 

and 


peer  goes 

*  into  the  cky  to  marry  a  rich  tradefr 

*  man's  daughter,  be  he  duke  or  eari, 

*  does  not  his  confort  immediately  be- 

*  come  ennobled  by  his  choice  ?  and  who 

*  fcruples  to  call  her  Lady,  Dutchefs,  or 

*  Counters? 

*  But  when  a  dutchefs  or  countefs 
4  dowager  descends  to  mingle  with  a  per- 

*  fon  of  obfcure  birth,  does  flje  not  then 
'  degrade  herfelf?  and  is  me  not  etfeclu- 

*  ally  degraded  ?  And  will  any  dutchefs 

*  or  countefs  rank  with  her  ? 

1  Now,  Lady  Davers,  do  you  not  fee  a 

*  difference  between  my  marrying  my 
'*  dear  mother's  beloved  and  deferving 

*  waiting-maid,  with  a  million  of  excel- 
'  lenpies  about  her,  and  fuch  graces  of 
f  mind  and  pcrfon  as  would  adorn  any 

*  diiHnction;  and  your  marrying  a  fordid 

*  groom,  whofe  conftant  train  of  educa- 
£  tion,  conycrfation,  and  opportunities, 

*  couiti  poffibly  give  him  no  other  merit, 

*  than  that  which  muft  proceed  from  the 
( -vileft,  loweft  tafte,  in  his  fordid  dig- 

*  riifier?' 

*  O  the  wretch  P  faid  fhe,  «  how  he 

*  "finds  excufes  to  palliate  his  meannefs  V 

*  Again,'  faid  he,  *  let  me  obferve  to 

*  you,  Lady  Davers,  when  a  duke  mar- 
•*  lies  a  private  perfon,  is  he  not  flill  her 

*  -head,  by  virtue  of  being  her  hufband? 
But  when  a  lady  defcends  to  marry  a 

*  groom,,  is  not  that  groom  her  bead, 
1  being  her  hufband?  And  does  not  that 

*  difference  ftrike  you  ?   For  what  lady 


'  of  quality  ought  to  refpecl:  another, 
'  who  has  made  fo  fordid  a  choice,  and 

*  iet  a  groom  above  her  ?   For,  would 

*  not  that  be  to  put  that  groom  upon  a 

*  par  with  themfelves ! — Call  this  palli- 

*  ation,  or  what  you  will;  but  if  you  fee 
'  not  the  difference,  you  are  blind ;  and 

*  a  very  unfit  judge  for  yourfelf,  much 
'  more  unfit  to  be  a  cenfurer  of  me.' 

<  I'd  have  you,'  faid  fhe, '  publifhyour 
'  finereafbns  to  the  world,  and  they  will 

*  be  fweet  encouragements   to  all  the 

*  young  gentlemen  that  read  them  to  call 
'  themielves  away  on  the  fervant-  wenches 
'  in  their  families.' 

*  Not  at  all,  Lady  Davers/  replied  he : 
'  for,  if  any  young  gentleman  ftays  till 

*  he  finds  fuch  a  peribn  as  my  Pamela, 
'  fo  enriched  with  the  b.eauties  of  perfoji 

*  and  mind,  fo  well  accomplifhed,  and 
'  fo  fitted  to  adorn  the  degree  fhe  is  railed 
'  to,  he  will  ftand  as  eafily  acquitted,  as 

*  I  mall  be  to  all  the  world  that  fees  her, 

*  except  there  be  many  more  Lady  Da- 

*  vers's  than  I  apprehend  can  poflibly  be 

*  met  with.' 

*  And  fo,'  returned  fhe, '  you  fay  yojj, 
'  are  actually  and  really  married,  jioneft- 

*  ly,  or  rather  fcolifhly,  married  to  this 


I  am,  indeed,'  faid  he,  *  if  you  pre- 

*  fume  to  call  her  fo!  And  why  mould 
'  I  not,  if  I  pleaie  ?  Who  is  there  ought 

*  to  contradict  me?  Whom  have  I  hurt  by 

*  it?  Have  I  not  an  ^itate,  free  and  in- 
4  dependent?  Amllikelytobebeholdeu 

*  to  you,  or  any  of  my  relations  ?  And 
'  why,  when,  I  have  a  fufficiency  in  my 

*  own  iingle  hands,  fhould  I  fcruple  t« 
'  make  a  woman  equally  ha^-py,  v/ho  has 
'  all  I  want?   For  beauty,  virtue,  pru- 
'  dence,  and  generofity  -too,  I  will  tell 

*  you,  fh.e  has  more  than  any  lady  J  ever 

*  law.    Yes,  Lady  Payers,  (he  has  alj 

*  Jthcfe  naturally;  they  are  born  with 

*  her;  and  a  few  years  education,  with 
'  her  genius,  hac  done  more  for  her,  than 
'  a.whole  life  has  done  for  others.' 

*  No  -more,  no  more,  I  befeech  you,* 
faid  fhe;  *  thoufurfeiteft  me,  honeft  mari  ! 
'  with  thy  weak  folly.  Thou  art  woriir 
•*  than  an  idolater ;  .thcu  hall  made  a 
'  graven  -image,  and  thou  falleil  down 
•'  and  worfliippefl:  the  works  of  thine  own, 
'  hands;  and,  Jeroboam  like,  wouldft 
(  have  every  body  elle  bow  down  before 
«  thy  calf  P 

*  V/eli  faid,  Lady  Davers .!  Whenever 

'  your  pailion  fuffers  you  to  defcend  t® 

<  wiiticifin,  'tis  alraoit  over  with  you,. 

I  i  *  But, 
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"But,  lot  me  tell  you,  though  I  myfelf 
worihip  tliis  fweet  creature,thatyou  call  - 
fuch  names,  I  want  nobody  elie  to  do 
it;  and  mould  be  glad  you  had  not  in- 
truded upon  me,  to  interrupt  me  iu  the 
courfe  of  our  mutual  happinefs.' 
'  Well  faid,  well  faid,  my  kind,  my 
well-mannered  brother  !'  laid  Ihe.  *  I 
mall,  after  this,  very  little  interrupt 
your  mutual  happinels,  I'll  allure  you. 
I  thought  you  a  gentleman  once,  and 
prided  myfelf  in  my  brother:  but  I'll 
lay  now  with  the  burial  fervice— 
:  AJbes  to  a/hes,  and  dirt  to  dirt!" 

*  Ay,'  faid  he,  '  Lady  Davers,  and 
there  we  muft  all  end  at  laft;  you  with 
all  your  pride,  and  I  with  my  plentiful 
fortune,  mutt  come  to  it;  and  then 
where  will  be  your  diftinftion  ?  Let  me 
tell  you,  except  you  and  I  both  mend 
our  manners,  though  yoxi  have  been  no 
dueilift,  no  libertine,  as  you  call  me, 
this  amiable  girl,  whom  your  vanity 
and  folly  fo  much  defpife,  will  out- 
foar  us  both,  infinitely  out-foar  us  ;  and 
he  who  judges  beft,  will  give  the  pre- 
ference where  due,  without  regard  to 
birth  or  fortune.* 

'  Egregious  preacher!'  faid  me: 
what,  rny  brbther  already  turned  Puri- 
tan !  —  See  what  marriage  and  repent- 
ance may  bring  a  man  to  !  I  heartily  • 
congratulate  this  change  !  —  Well,'  faid 
ihe,  (and.  came  towards  me;  and  I 
trembled  to  fee  her  coming;  but  her  bro- 
ther followed  to  obferve  her,  and  I  ftood 
up  at  her  approach,  and  (lie  faid)  —  *  give 

*  me  thy  hand,  Mrs.  Pamela,  Mrs.  An- 

*  drews,  Mrs.  -  What  mall  I  call 

*  thee!—  -Tjiou  haft  done  wonders  in  a 

*  littktime:  thouhaft  not  only  made  arake 
'  a  hufband  ;  but  thou  had  made  a  rake 

*  a  preacher!  B  ut  take  care,'  added  ftie, 

*  after  all,'  in  ironical  anger,  and  tapped 
me  on  the  neck,  *  take  care  that  thy  va- 
'  nity  begins  not  where  his  ends  ;  and 

*  that  thou  calleft  not  thyfelf  my  fitter.' 
'  She  mail,  I  hope,  Lady  Davers,'  faid 

lie,  *  when  fhe  can  make  as  great  a  con- 

*  vert  of  you  from-  pride,  as  the  has  of 
'  me  fromiibertiriifm.' 

Mrs.  Jewkee  juft  then  came  up,  and  ' 
faid  dinner  was  ready.    *  Come,  my  Pa- 
'  roela,'  faid  my  clear  matter;  *  you  de-  - 

*  fired  to  be  excufed  from  hreakfafting 

*  with  us;  but  I  hope  you'll  give  Lady 
'  Davers  and  me  your  company  to  din- 
€  Her.5" 

*  Ho'.vdare  you  infult  me  thus  ?'  fakl 
;my  lady.     *  How  d^-  you,'  faid  he,   ' 


«  infult  me  by  your  cohdii&Tn  ftYy  owil 
'  houfe,  after  I  have  told  you  I  am  mar- 
1  lied  ?  How  dare  you  think  of  flaying- 
'  here  one  moment,  and  refufe  my  wife 
'  the  honours  that  belong  to  her  as  fuch?* 

4  Merciful  God ! '  faid  Ihe,  '  give  me 
'  patience'.'  and  held  her  hand  to  her 
forehead. 

«  Pray,  Sir,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  f  excufij 
'  me;  don't  vex  my  lady.' — *  Be  filent, 

*  my  dear  love,'  faid  he; '  you  fee  already 
«  what  you  have  got  by  your  fweet  con- 
'  defcenfion.     You  have  thrown  your- 
'  felf  at  her  feet;  and,  infolent  as  me  is, 
'  fhe  has  threatened  to  trample  upon  you. 
'  She'll  aflc  you  prefently,  if  ftie  is  to  owe 
'  her  excufe  to  your  interpofition  ?  and 

*  yet  nothing  elfe  can  make  her  forgiven .  * 
Poor  lady,  fhe  could  not  bear  this;  and 

as  if  me  was  difcompofed,  fhe  ran  to  her 
poor  grieved  woman,  and  took  hold  of 
her  hand,  and  faid — *  Lead  me  down, 
lead  me  down,  Beck !  Let  us  inftantly 
quit  this  houfe,  this  curfed  houfe,  that 
once  I  took  pleafure  in:  order  the  fel- 
lows to  get  ready,  and  I  will  never  fee 
it,  nor  it's  owner,  more.'  And  away 
fhe  went  down  ftairs  in  a  great  hurry. 
And  the  ferrants  were  ordered  to  make 
ready  for  their  departure. 

I  faw  my  matter  was  troubled,  and  I 
went  to  him  and  I  faid — *  Pray,  dear  Sir, 
follow  my  lady  down  and  pacify  her. 
'Tis  her  love  to  you.'—*  Poor  wo- 
man!' faid  he,  '  I  am  concerned  for 
her1.    But  I  infift  upon  your  coming , 
down,  lince  things  are  gone  fo  far. 
Her  pride  will  get  new  ftrength  elfe, 
and  we  fhall  be  all  to  begin  again.' 
«  Deareft,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  excufe 
my  going  down  this  once !' — *  Indeed, 
any  dear,  I  won't,'  replied  he.  *  What ! 
mail  it  be  faid,  that  my  fitter  fhould 
fcare  my  wife  from  table,  and  I  pre- 
fent  ? — -No,  I  have  borne  too  much  al- 
ready; and  fo  have  you :  and  I  charge 
you  comedown,  when  I  fend  for  you.' 
He  departed,  faying  thefe  words,  and 
I  durft  not  difpute;  for  I  law  he  was  de- 
termined.    And  there  is  as  much  ma- 
jetty  as  goodnefs  in  him;  as  I  have  often 
had  reafon  to  obferve,    though  never 
more  than  on  the  prefent  occafion  with 
his  fitter.    Her  ladyfhip  inftantly  put  on 
her  hood  and  gloves,  and  her  woman  tied 
up  a  handkerchief  full  of  things ;  for  her 
principal  matters  were  not  unpacked ;  and 
her  coachman  got  her  chariot  ready,  and  *. 
her  .footman  their  horfes;  and  fhe  ap-  . 
pc-ared  refelvta  to  go.   But  her  kinfman 
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and  Mr.  Colbrand  had  taken  a  turn  to- 

•'gether  fomewhere;  and  (he  would  not 

come  in,  but  fat  fretting  on  a  feat  in  the 

fore-yard  with  her  woman  by  her  ;  and 

"  at  lait  faid  to  one  of  the  foomen — '  Do 

*  you,  James,  ftay  to  attend  my  nephew; 
'  *  and  we'll  take  the  road  we  came.' 

Mrs.  Jev/kes  went  to  her  lady  (hip, 
and  faid—'  Your  lady  fhip  will  bepleafed 
(  to  (lay  dinner  ;  'tis  juft  coming  upon 
'  table.' — '.No,'  faidihe,'  I  have  enough 

*  ofthishoufe!  I  have  indeed.   But  give 
'  *  my  fcrvice  to  your  mafter,  and  I  wifh 

«  him  happier  than  he  has  made  me." 

He  had  fent  for  me  down,  and  I  came 
though  unwillingly,  and  the  cloth  was 
laid  in  the  parlour  I  had  jumped  out  of; 
and  there  was  my  mailer  walking  about 
it.  Mrs.  Jewkes  came  in,  and  afked,  if 
he  pleafed  to  have  dinner  brought  in?  for 
my  lady  would  not  come  in,  butdefired 
her  fervice,  and  wifhed  him  happier  than 
he  had  made  her.  Pie,  feeing  at  the  win- 
dow, when  he  went  to  that  fide  of  the 
room,  all  ready  to  go,  flept  out  fo  her, 
and  faid — {  Lady  Davers,  if  I  thought 

*  you  would  not  be  hardened  rather  than 
'  ioftened  by  my  civility,    I  would  a(k 

*  you  to  walk  in,  and,  at  leall,  let  your 

*  kinfman  and  fervants  dine  before  they 

*  go.'     She  wept,  and  turned  her  face 
from  him,  to  hide  it.     He  took  her  hand, 
and  faid — '  Come,    filler,  lot  me  prevail 

*  upon  you  ;  walk  in/—'  No  !'  faid  me, 

*  don't  afk  me. — I  wifh  I  could  hate  you, 
'  as  much  as  you  hate  me  !'— '  You  do,' 
faid  he,  '  and  a  great  deal  more,  I'll  af- 

*  fure  you,  or  elfe  you'd  not  vex  me  as 
'  you    do.  — Come,  pray  walk  in.'— 
«  Don't  afk  me,'  faid  me.     Her  kinf- 
man juft  then  returned : '  Why,  Madam,* 
faid  he,  *  your  ladyftiip  won't  go  till  you 
'  have  dined,  I  hope.' — <  No,  Jackey,' 
faid  (he,  *  I  can't  (lay;  I'm  an  intruder 
'  here,  it  feems!" — '  Think,'  faid  my 
ma,fter,  '  of  the  occafion  you  gave  for 
'  that  word.     Your  violent  paflions  are 

*  the  only  intruders !    Lay  them  alide, 
'  and  never  fifter  was  dearer  to  a  brother.* 
•— '  Don't  fay  fuch  another  word,'  faid 
(he,  *  I  befeech  you  ;  for  I  am  too  eafy 

*  to  forgive  you  any  thing,  for  one  kind 

*  word!'— 'You  (hall  have  one  hundred,' 
faid  he,    '  nay,  ten  thoufand,  if  they 

*  will  do,  my  dear  fitter.'     And,  kifliiig 
her,  he  added—'  Pray  give  me  your  hand . 
«  — John, 'faid  he,  «  putupyourhorfes  ; 

*  you  are  all  as  welcome  to  me,  for  all 
f  your  lady's  angry  with  me,  as  at  any 
f  jnn  you  can  put  up  at,— Come,  Mr. 


*  H.'  faid  he,  e  lead  your  aunt  Inj  for  (lie 

*  won't  permit  that  honour  to  me.1 
This  quite  overcame  her,  and  me  faid, 

giving  her  brother  her  hand — '•  Yes,'  t 
'  will,  and  you  (hall  lead  me  any-whi- 

*  ther  I'  and  kiffed  him.     *  But  don't 

*  think,'  (aid  (he,  *  I  can  forgive  you, 

*  neither.'     And  fo  he  led  her  into  the 
parlour  where  I  was.     *  But,'  faid  (he, 
'  why  do  you  lead  me  to  this  wench  ?'— 

*  'Tis  my  wife,  my  dear  filler;   and  'it 
'  you  will  not  love  her,  yet  don't  forget 

*  common  civilities  to  her,  for  your  own 

<  fake/ 

'  Pray,  Madam,'   faid  her  kinfman, 
c  fince  your  brother  is  pleafed  to  own  his 

*  marriage,  we  muft  not  forget  common 

*  civilities,  as  Mr.  B.  fays. — And,  Sir." 
added  he,  «  permit  me  to  wifh  you  joy.' 
— '  Thank  you,  Sir,'  faid  he.     «  And 

*  may  I?' faid  he,  looking  at  me.  '  Yes, 

*  Sir,'  replied  my  mafter.     So  he  falufed 
me,  very  complaifantly  ;   and  faid — fl  I 

*  vow  to  Gad,  Madam,  I  did  not  kndw 

*  this  yefterday  ;  and,  if  I  was  guilty  of 
c  a  fault,  I  beg  your  pardon/ 

My  lady  faid — (  Thou'rt  a  good-na- 
'  tured  foolifn  fellow;  thou  might' ft  have 

*  favfcd  this  nonfenfical  parade,  till  I  had 

*  given  thee  leave.' — '  Why,  aunt/  (aid 
he,  *  if  they  are  actually  married,  there's 
'  no  help  for't ;  and  we  muft  not  make 
'  mi  (chief  between  man  and  wife.' 

*  But,  brother,1  (aid (lie,  'do  you  think 
'  I'll  fit  at  table  with  the  creature?'- — 

*  No  contemptuous  names, I  befeech  yoM, 

*  Lady  Davers !   I  tell  you  (lie  is  really 

*  my  wife  ;   and  I  muft  be  a  villain  t  > 
'  fuffer  her  to  be  ill  ul'ed.     She  has  no 
'  protestor  but  me :  and,  if  you  will  pe;  - 

*  mit  her,   (he  will  always  love  and  ho- 
'  nour  you.* — '  Indeed,  indeed,  I  will, 

<  Madam,'  faid  I. 

'  I  cannot,  I  won't  fit  down  at  table 
'  with  her,'  faid  (lie  :  '  Pamela,  I  hope 

*  thou  doll  not  think  I  will  !'— '  Indeed 
'  Madam,'  faid  I,  *  if  your  good  bro- 

*  ther  will  permit  it,  I  will  attend  your 

*  chair  all  the  time  you  dine,  to  (hew  my 

*  veneration  for  your  lady  (hip,  as  the  fif- 
'  ter  of  my  kind  protector.'— '  See,*  faid 
he,  *  her  condition  has  not  altered  her; 

*  but  I  cannot  permit  in  her  a  condu'6l 
'  unworthy  of  my  wife  ;  andlhopeniy. 
'  fifter  will  not  expecl:  it  neither.' 

*  Let  her  leave  the  room,'  replied  (lie, 
'  if  I  muft  ftay.' — '  Indeed,  you're  ovt 
'  of  the  way,  aunt,'  faid  her  kinfman  | 

*  that  is  not  right,  as  things  ftand.'  Said 
my  m,after— '  No,  Madam,  that  muft  not 
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*  be  $   Tbut,  If  It  muft  be  To,   we'll  have 

*  two  tables  j  you  and  your  nephew  (hall 

*  fit  at  one>  and  my  wife  and  I  at  the 

*  other  :  and  then  fee  what  a  figure  your 

*  unreafonable  punctilio  will  make  you 

*  cut/     She  teemed  irrefolute,   and  he 
placed  her  at  the  table,  the  firftcourie, 

*  which  was  fifh,  being  brought  in. — 

*  Where/  faid  me  to  me,  *  wouldft  thou 

*  prefurne  to  fit  ?  Wouldft  have  me  give 
'  place  to  thee  too,  wench  ?'— c  Come, 
rf  come/  faid  my  mafter,  *  I'll  put  that 

*  out  of  difpute 5'  andfo  fat  himfelf  down 
by  her  ladyfhip,  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
tableland  placed  me  at  his  left-hand. 

*  Excufe  me,  my  dear/  faid  he  j  '  this 
'  once  excufe  me/—4  Oh!  your  curled 

*  complaifance/  faid  (he,  *  to  fuch  a  — ' 
«  Hulh,  fifterl  hufh P  faid  he:  <  I  will 

*  not  bear  to  hear  her  fpoken  flighting!}* 

*  of1.  'Tis  enough,  that  to  oblige  your 

*  violent  and  indecent  caprice,  you  make 

*  me  comprorriife  with  you  thus. 

«  Come,  Sir/  added  he,  *  pray  take 

*  your  place  next  your  gentle  aunt  !'— 

*  Beck/  faid  me,  *  do  you  fit  down  by 

*  Pamela >  there,  fmce  it  muft  be  fo;  we'll 
«  be  hail  fellow  all P— <  With  all  my 
"  heart,'  replied  my  mafter;  '  I  have  fo 

*  much  honour  for  all  the  fex,  that  I 

*  would  not  have  the  meaneft  perfon  of 

*  it  ftand,  while  I  fit,  had  I  been  to  have 

*  made  thecuftom. — Mrs.Worden,pray 

*  fit  down/ — '  Sir/  faid  me,  '  I  hope  I 

*  /hall  know  my  place  better/ 

My  lady  fat  confideringj  and  then, 
lifting  up  her  hands>  faid — *  Lord,  what 

*  will  this  world  come  to  ?"" — '  To  no- 

*  thing  but  what's  very  good/  replied 
j;ny  mafter,  '  if  fuchfpirits  as  LadyDa- 

*  verr/s  do  but  take  the  rule  of  it.     Shall 

*  I  helo  you,    fitter,    to  feme  of  that 
'  carp?' — 'Help your  beloved  P  faid  fhe. 
«  That's  kind  !'  faid  he  :—  <  Now,  that's 

*  my  good  Lady  Davers!  —  Here,  my 

*  love,  let  me  help  you,  fmce  my  fifter  de- 

*  fires  it/r-i<  Mighty  well/  returned  fhe, 

*  mighty  well !'  but  fat  on  one  fide,  turn- 
ing from  me,  as  it  were. 

*  Dear  aunt/  faid  herkinfman,  *  let's 

*  fee  you  bufs  and  be  friends;   liqce  'tis 

*  fo,  what  fignines  it?'.— r*  Hold  thy  fool's 

*  tongue  !'  laid  me  :   *  is  thy  tone  fo  fopn 
"•  turned  fmce  yefterday?'  Said  my  mafter 
<-*— *  I  hope  nothing  affronting  was  pftered 

*  yefterday  to  my  wife  in  her  own  houfe/ 
S  he  hit  him  a  good  fmart  ilap  on  the  moul- 
der :  <  Take  that,  impudent  brother/  faid 
/he.     *  Til  wife  you,  and  in  her  own 


'  houfe!'     She  feemed  half  afoul  ;  bttf 

he,  in  very  good  humour,  kifled  her,  ancj 

faid  —  '  I  thank  you,  fifter,  I  thank  you. 

But  I  have  not  had  a  blow  from  you  be-. 

fore  of  fome  time  !' 

^  'Fore  Gad,  Sir/  faid  her  kinfman, 

'tis  very  kind  of  yott  to  take  it  fo  well* 

Her  lady/hip  is  as  good  a  woman  as 

ever  lived  ;  but  I  have  had  many  a  ciiff* 

from  her  myfelf/ 

'  I  won't  put  it  up  neither,'  faid  my 
mafter,  '  except  you'll  allure  me,  you 
'  have  feen  her  ferve  her  lord  fo/ 

I  preffed  my  foot  to  his,  and  faid> 
foftly-—  «  Don't,  clear  Sir  !'—'  What'/ 
faid  me,  '  is  the  creature  begging  me  off 

*  from  infult  ?  —  If  bis  manners  won't 
'  keep  him  from  outraging  me,  I  won't 

*  owe  his  forbearance  to  tbee,  wench/ 
Said  my  mafter,  and  put  fome  fifh  on 

my  lady's  plate—  '  Well  does  Lady  Da- 
'  vers  ufe  the  word  infult  !  —  But,  come, 
'  let  me  fee  you  eat  one  mouthful,  and 
'  I'll  forgive  you  ;'  and  he  p-ut  the  knife 
in  one  of  her  hands,  and  the  fork  in  the 
other.  *  As  I  hope  to  live/  faid  he,  c  I 

*  cannot  bear  this  filly  childifhnefs,   for 
'  nothing  at  all.     I  am  quite  ai'hamed 
'  of  it/ 

She  put  a  little  bit  to  her  mouth,  but 
laid  it  down  in  her  plate  again  :  '  I 

*  cannot  eat/  faid  fhe;  * 


*  I  am  fare.     It  will  certainly  choke  me/ 
He  had  forbidden  his  men-fervants  to 
come  in,  that  they  might  hot  behold  the 
fcene  he  expe&ed  ;  and  rofe  from  table 
himfelf,  and  filled  a  glafs  of  wine,  her 
woman  offering,  and  her  kiiifman  rifing 
to  do  it.     Mean-time,  his  feat  between 
us  being  vacant,  fhe  turned  to  me  ;  '  How 

*  now,  confidence/  faid  fhe,  '  dareft  thou 

*  fit  next  me  ?    Why  doft  thou  not  rife, 

*  and  take  the  glafs  from  thy  property  ?' 
'  Sit  ftill,  my  clear/  faid  he;  '  I'll  help 

'  you  both/     But  I  arofe  ;   for  I  was 
afraid  of  a  good  cuff;  and  {'aid—  *  Pray 

*  Sir,  let  me  help  my  lady  !'••—'  So  you 

*  /hall/  replied  he,  *  when  fhe's  in  ahu- 
'  mour  to  receive  it  as  (lie  ought.'?  —  {  Sif- 
1  ter/  faid  he,  with  a  glafs  in  his  hand, 
'  pray  drink  ;  you'll  perhaps  eat  a  little 
'  bit  of  fomethingthen/-  —  '  Is  this  to  in- 
1  fult  me  r  faid  fhe.     '  NQ,  really,'  re- 
turned he  ;   '  but  to  incite  you  to  eat  j 
'  for  you'll  be  fkk  for  want  of  it/ 

She  took  the  glafs,  and  faid  —  e  God 

*  forgive  you  ,  wicked  wretch,  for  your 
1  ufage  of  me  this  day  !—This  ia  a  little 
'  as  it  nfed  to  be  !  I  once  had  your  loye, 

«  anc( 
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f  and  now  it  is  changed ;  and  for  whom  ? 

*  that  vexes  me!'   and  wept  fo,  the  was 
forced  to  let  down  the  glafs. 

*  You  don't  do  well,'  faidhe.     'You 
«  neither  treat  me  like  your  brother  nor 

*  a  gentleman;  and  if  you  would  futfer 

*  me,  I  would  love  you  as  well  as  tver. 

*  —But  for  a  woman  of  fenfe  and  un- 

*  derftanding,  and  a  fine-bred  woman 
'  as  I  once  thought  my  fitter,  you  acl 

*  quite  a  childifh  part.     Come,'  added 
he>   and  held  the  glafs  to  her  lips,  '  let 

*  your  brother  that  you  once  loved,  pre- 

*  vail  on  you  to  drink  this  glafs  of  wine/ 
She  then  drank  it.     He  kiffed  her,  and 
faid — '  Oh!   how  pafiion  deforms  the 

*  nobleft  minds  !  You  have  loft  a  good 
'  deal  of  that  lovelinefs  that  ufed  to  adorn 
•'  my  fifter.     And  let  me  perfuade  you 
-*  to  compote  yourfelf,  and  be  my  fifter 

*  again !' — For  Lady  Davers  is,  indeed, 
a,  fine  woman ;    and  has   a  pretence  as 
majettic  for  a  lady,  as  her  dear  brother 
has  for  a  gentleman. 

He  then  fat  down  between  us  again, 
and  faid,  when  the  fecond  courfe  came  in 
— *  Let  Abraham  come  in,  and  wait ;' 
I  touched  his  toe  again  ;  but  he  minded 
it  not;  and  I  law  he  was  right;  for  her 
ladyfhip  began  to  recollect  herfelf,  and 
xlid  not  behave  half  fo  ill  before  the  fer- . 
vants,  as  flie  had  done;  and  helped  her- 
•felf  wi.tji  fome  little  freedom;  but  flie 
could  not  forbear  a  ttrong  figh  and  a  fob 
now-and-then.  She  called  for  a  glafs 
of  the  lame  wine  flie  had  drank  before. 
Said  he — '  Shall  I  help  you  again,  Lady 
•'  Davers  ?'  and  rote,  at  the  fame  time, 
and  went  .to  the  fideboard,  and  filled  her 
a  glafs.  '  Indeed,'  faid  flie,  4  I  love  to 
'  be  toothed  by  my  brother! — Your 
f  health,  Sir!' 

Said  my  mafter  to  me,  with  great 
fweetnefs — *  My  dear,  now  I'm  up,  I'll 
'  fill  for  you  \ — I  muft  ferve  bath  fitters 

*  alike!'     She  looked  at  the  fervant  as 
if  he  were  a  little  check  upon  her,  and 
/aid  to  my  matter-*-'  How  now,  Sir! — 

*  Not  that  you  know  of.'     He  whifpered 
her — '  Don't  mew  any  conttmpt  before 

*  my  fervants  to  one  I  have  fo  defervedly 

*  madethemiftrefs.    Conllder 'tis  done.' 
— «  Ay,'  faid  fhe,  *  that's  the  thing  that 

*  kills  me.' 

He  gave  me  a  glafs  :  '  My  good  la- 

*  dy's  health,    Sir,'    faid  I.  —  '   That 

*  won't  do!'  faid  flie,  leaning  towards 
me,  foftly;  and  was  going  to  fay,  Wench 
jt»  Creature,  QI  fome  fuch  word.     And 


my  mailer,  feeing  Abraham  loojc  towards 
her,  her  eyes  being  red  and  fwelled,  faid 
•— '  Indeed,  fitter,  I  would  not  vex  my.- 

*  felf  about  it,  if  I  was  you.' — (  Aboyt 
«  what,'  faid  me.     *  Why,'  replied  he. 
1  about  your  lord's  not  coming 

*  as  he  had  promifed.'     He 

and    flie   tapped  him  on  the  flioulder  t 

*  Ah !  wicked  one/  faid  fhe,  l  nor  will 
'  that  do  neither!' — *  Why,  to  be  fare/ 
added  he,  *  it  would  vex  a  lady  of  your 
'  fen  ft:  and  merit  to  be  flighted,  if  it  wa< 

*  fo;   but  I  am  furc  my  lord  loves  you^ 
c  as  well  as  you  love  him;    and  yoy 
(  know  not  what  may  have  happened.' 

She  fhook  her  head,  and  faid — 'That's 
'  like  your  art  '.—This  makes  one  amaj- 

*  ed  you  fliould  be  fo  caught !' — '  Whc^ 

*  my  lord  caught!'  faid" he;    *  no,  no*1. 

*  he'll  have  more  wit  than  fo!   But  I  ne.- 
1  vcr  heard  you  were  jealous  before. '-»» 
'  Nor,11   faid  (lie,   *  have  you  any  reatbn 

*  to  think  fo  now  !' — *  Hunetl  friend,  vow. 

*  need  not  wait,'  faid  the;  'my  woman 
1  will  help  us  to  what  we  want.' — 'Yes, 
'  let  him,'  replied  he.    '  Abraham,  fill 
'  me  a  glafs.' — '  Come,'  faid  my  matter, 
1  Lord  Davers  to  you,  Madam  :  J  hop« 

*  he'll  take  care  he  is  not  found  out  \~^~- 
'  You're  very  provoking,  brother,'  faid 
flie.     *  I  wiih  you  were  as  good  as  Lord 

*  Davers. — But  don't  carry  yourjert  too 

*  far.'—'  Well,'  faid  he,  '  'tis  a  tender 

*  point,  I  own.     I've  done,' 

By  theil-  kind  managements  the  dinner 
pallkl  over  better  than  I  expected.  And 
when  the  fervants  were  withdrawn,  my 
matter  laid,  ftill  keeping  his  place  be- 
tween  us — <  I  have  a  queltion  to  afk  you, 
'  Lady  Davers;  and  that  is,  if  you'll 

*  bear  me  company  to  Bedford/hire  ?   I 
1  was  intending  to  let   out  thither  to- 

*  morrow.  But  I'll  tarry  your  pleafure, 

*  if  you'll  go  with  me.' 

'  Is  thy  wife,  as  thou  caHeft  her,  *o 
'  go  along  with  tliee,  friend?'  laid  fhe. 

*  Yes,  to  be  fure,'  anfwered  he,    '  my 
1  dear  Quaker  filler;'  and  took  her  hand, 
and   fmil'd.     '  And   wouldft  have  me 
'  parade  it  with  her  on  the  road?— He vl 
'  — And  make  one  to  grace  her  retinue? 

*  — Hey!     Tell  me  how  thou  wouldft 
1  chalk   it  out,  if  I  would  do  as  thou 

*  wouldft  have  me,  honeil  friend  ?' 

He  claiued  his  arms  about  her,  and 
kitted  her  :  (  You  are  a  dear  fancy  fif- 
'  ter,'  faidhe;  «  but  I  muft  love  you! 
c  Why,  I'll  tell  you  how  I'd  have  it, 

*  Here  mall  you,   and  my  Pamela— / 

*  Leave 
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Leave  .out  my*  I  dcfinr .  you,  if  you'd 
have  me  fit  patiently.'— -'No/  Jfaidhe, 
I  cun'tdothat.  Here  fhall  you  and 
my  J*atnela  go  together  in  your  cha- 
riot, if  you  pieafe  ;  '  and  fhe  will  then 
appear  as  one  of  your  retinue;  aijd 
your  nephew  and  I  will  ibmetime;- 
and  ibmetimes  go  into  my  chariot,  to 
your  \voman.' 

*  Shouldft  thou  like  tins,   creature  ;?* 
faid  fhe  to  me.     '  If  your  ladymip  think 

*  it  not  too  great  an  honour  for  me,  Ma- 
6  dam,'  faid   I.      *  Yes,'    replied  fhe, 
4  but  my  ladyfhip  does  think  it  would  be 

*  too  great  art  honour."* 

'  Now  I  think  of  it/  faid  he,  'this 

*  mini  not  be  neither;  for  without  yot^d 

*  give  her  the  hand,    in  your  own  cha- 

*  riot,  my  wife  would  be  thought  year 

*  woman,    and  that  muft   not   be.'-— 

*  Why,  that  would,  maybe,'  faid  Ihe, 
1  be  the  only  inducement  for  me  to  bear 

*  her  near  me,  in  my  chariot. — But, how 
*'  then  ?'— *  Why  then,  wlien  we  came 

*  hcme,  we'd  get  Lord  Davers  to  come 

*  to  us,  andftay  a  month  or  two." 

*  And  what  if  he  was  to   come?'-— 

*  Why  I  would  have  you,   as  I  know 

*  you  have  a  good  fancy,  give  Pamela 

*  your  judgment  on  fome  patterns  I.ex- 
'  peir.  from  London,    for    cloaths.'— - 

*  Provoking  wretch!'  faid  Hie  ;  '  now  I 

*  wifh  I  may  keep  my  hands  to  myfelf.' 
~^-<  I  don't  fay  it  to  provoke  you/  laid 
lie,  *  nor  ought  it  to  do  fo.     But  when 
'  I  tell  you,    I  am  married,    is  it  not  a 
'  ccnfequence,  that  we  muft  have  new 
'cloaths?' 

'  Hall  thou  any  more  of  thefe  oblig- 

*  ing  things  to  fay  to  me,  friend?'   faid 
flic.     '  I  will  make  you  a  prefent/  re- 
turned he,    *  worth  your   acceptance,  if 
'  you  will  grace  us  with  your  company 
'  at  church,  when  we  make  our  appcar- 
'  ance/— f  Take  that/  faid  fhe,  '  if  I 
'  diefor't;  v/retch  that  thou  art !'    and 
was  going  to  hit  him  a  great  flap;  but  he 
held  her  hand.  Her  kinfman  faid — 'Dear 

*  aunt,  I  wonder  at  you !   why,  all  thcfe 
'  are  things  of  courfe.* 

I  begged  leave  to  withdraw;  and,  as 
I  Went  out,  my  good  mafler  faid — 
e  There's  a  perfon  !  There's  a  fhape  ! 

*  There's  r.  fweetnefs! — O  Lady  Davers! 

*  were  ycu  a.  man,   you  would  doat  on 

*  her,  as  I  do.' — <  Yes/  faid  the  naugh- 
ty lady,  '  fo  I  fhould,   for  my  harlot, 
4  hut  not  for  my  wife.'      I  turned,  on 
this,   and  faid — '  Indeed  your  lady/hip 
£  ii  cruel  j  and  weii  may  gentlemen  take 


*  liberties,  when  ladies  of  honour  fa.y 
'  Aich  things  !*  And  I  wept,  and  acfded 
— *  Your  ladyfhip's  inference,   if  your 
'  good  brother  were  not  the  moft  gene- 
'  rous  of  men,    would  make  me  very 
'  unhappy.' 

'  No  fear,  wench ;  no  fear/  fard  fhe:- 
'  thou'h'  hold  hrm  as  long  any-body 
'  can,  I  fee  that ! — Poof  Sally  Godfrey 
'  never  liad  half  the  intereft  in  him,  I'li 
'  afTure  you.' 

*  Stay,  my  Pamela/  faid  he,  in, a 
paffionj  ';fby,  when  Ibid  you.  You 
'  have  now  heard  two  vile  charges  ujx>n 
'  me!  I  love  you  with  fuc.h  a  true  a&c- 

*  tion,    that  I  ough't  to  fay  fbm'ethmg' 
'  before   this   malicious   accufer, '  that 

*  you  may  not  think  your  con&mmate- 
'  virtue  link'd  to  fo  black  a  villain.*  ' 

Her  nephew  feemeduneaiy,  and  blarn-* 
ed  her  much  ;  and  I  cawe  back , 
trembled  as  I  ftood  j  and  he  fet  me  dowp, 
and  faid,  taking  my  hand — *  I  have 
been  accufed,  my  dear,  as  a  dueller, 
and  now  as  a  profligate,  in  ahothfer 
fenfe  5  and  there  was  a'  time  I  fhtmld 
not  have  received  thefe  impnta: 
with  fo  much  concern  as .  I  now_  do, 
when  I  would  wifh,  by  degrees,  £y  a 
conformity  of  my  manners  to 
virtue,  tr>  fhew  every  one  the  force  your 
example  has  upon  me.  But  thi&briefly 
is  the  cafe  of  the  firft. 
'  I  had  a  friend,  who  had  been  bafely 
attempted ro  be  ailafTmated  bybravoe's, 
hired  by  a  man  of  title  in  Italy,  who, 
'like  many  other  perfons  of  title,  had 
no  hono\ir ;  and,  at  Padua,  I  had  the 
fortune  to  difarm  one  of  thefe  bravoes 
in  my  friend's  defence,  and  made  him- 
confefs  his  employer;1  and  him,  I 
own,  I  challenged. ,  At  Sienna  we 
met,  and  he  died  in  a  month  after,  of  a 
fever;  but,  I  hope,  notoccafioned  by 
the  flight  wounds  hehad  received  from 
me ;  though  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
Italy  lipbnit,  fooner  than  I  intended, 
becaufe  of  his  numerous  relations, 
who  looked  upon  me  as  the  caufe  of  hi* 
death ;  though  I  pacified  them  by  a 
letter  I  wrote  them  from  Infprucfc,  ac- 
quainting them  with  the  bafenefs  of  the 
deceafed;  and  they  followed  me  not 
to  Munich,  as  they  intended. 
'  This  is  one  of  the  good-natured 
hints,  that  might  fhock-your  fweet- 
nefs, on  reflecting  that  you  are  yoked 
with  a  murderer.  The  other — '  '  Nay, 
lirother/  faid  fhe,  «  fay  no  more.  'Tis 
vour  own  fault  if  you  eo  further.* 
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*  She  fiiall  knew  It  all,' faid  be;   fand  I 

*  defy  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  your  malice. 
*  When  I  was,  at  the  college,  I  was 

**well  received  by  a  widow  lady,  who 
*.  had  feveral  daughters,   and  but  fmall 

*  fortunes  to  give  them;  and  the  old  lady 
Vet  one  of  them,  a  deferving  good  girl 

'  me  was,  to  draw   me  into  marriage 

*  with  her,  for  the  fake  of  the  fortune  I 

*  was  heir  to;  and  contrived  many  op- 
*.  portunities  to  bring  us  and  leave  us 

*  together.     I  was  not  then  of  age;  and 

*  the  young  lady,   not  half  fo  artful  as 

*  her  mother,  yielded  to  nay  addrefTes, 

*  before  the  mother's  plot  could  be  rip- 

*  ened,  and  fo  utterly  difappointed  it, 

*  This,  my  Pamela,  is  the  Sally  God- 

*  frey  this  malicious  woman,  with  the 

*  worft  intentions,  has  informed  you  of. 
'  And  whatever  ether  liberties  I  may 

*  have  taken  (for  perhaps  fome  more  I 

*  have,  which,    had  me  known,    you 

*  had  heard  of,  as  well  as  this)  I  defire 

*  Heaven  will  only  forgive  me,  till  I  re- 

*  vive  it's  vengeance  by  the  like  offences, 

*  in  injury  to  my  Pamela. 

'  And  now,  my  dear,  you  may  with  - 

*  draw;  for  this  worthy  filter  of  mine 

*  has  laid  all  the  bad  fhe  knows  .of  me  ; 

*  and  what,  at  a  proper  opportunity, 

*  when  I  could  have  .convinced  you,  that 

*  they  were  not  my  boaft,  but  my  con- 

*  cern,  I  mould   have,  acquainted  yon 

*  with,  myfelf;  for  I  am  not  for.d  of 

*  being  thought  better    than    I   am  : 
f  though  I  hope,  from  the  hour  I  de- 
e  voted  myfelf  to  ib  much  virtue,  to 

*  that  of  my  death,  my  conduct  fiiall 

*  be  irreproachable." 

She  was  greatly  moved  at  this,  and  the 
noble  manner  in  which  the  dear  gentle- 
man owned  and  repented  of  his  faults  ; 
and  gamed  out  into  tears,  and  fakl — l  No, 

*  don't  yet  go,  Pamela,  I  befeech  you. 

*  My  pafHon  has  carried  jne  too  far  a 

*  great  deal:'  and,  coming  to  me,  fhe 
fhook.  my  hand,  and  laid — 'You   rauft 

*  fta-y  to  hear  me  beg  his  pardon!'  and 
fotook  his  hand. — But,  to  my  concern 
(for  J  was  grieved  for  her  ladyfhip's 
grief)  he  burftfrqm  her;  and  went  out 
of  the  parlour  into  the  garden,  in  a  vio- 
lent ragee  that  made  me  tremble.     Her 
ladyfhip  fat  down,  and  leaned  her  head 
againftrny  bofom,  and  made  my  neck 
vret  with  her  tears,  holding  me  by  my 
hands ;  and  I  wept  for  company. — Her 
xinfman  walked  up  and  down  the  par- 
fcurj  iaafad  fret,  *&d  going  out  after* 


wards,  he  came  in,  and  Caid — {Mr.  B. 
'  has  ordered  his  chariot  to  be  got  ready, 
'.  and  won't  be  fpoken  to  by  anybody,* 
— <  Where  is  he  ?'  faid  fhe.  «  Walking 

*  in.  the  garden  till  'tis  ready,'  replied 
he. 

'  Well,'  hi d  fhe, '  I  have  indeed  gone 
'  too  far.  I  was  bewitch'd !  And  now/ 
faid  fhe,  'malicious  as  he  calls  me,  will 

*  he  not  forgive  me  for  a  twelvemonth  ^ 

*  — for  I  tell  you,   Pamela,  if  ever  you 

*  offend,  he  will  not  eafily  forgive.''     I' 
vvaii  ull  delighted,  though  fad, -to  fee  her 
ladyfhip  fo  good  to  me.  '  Will  you  ven- 

*  ture,'   faid  fhe,  f  to  accompany  me  toi 
e  him? — Dare  you  follow  a  lion  in  his 

*  retreats?' — '  1~]1  attend  your  ladyfhip,* 
faid  I,  '  where-ever  you  command.'-— 
«  Well,  wench,'  faid  fhe,  <  Pamela,  I 
'  mean,  thou  art  very  good  in  the  main  !. 

*  — I  mould  have  lov'd  thee  as  well  as 
c  my  mother  did — if — but  'tis  all  over 
'  now!  Indeed  you  fhould  not  have  m;ir- 
c  ried  my  brother!      But  come  I  mult 
1  love  him  !    Let's  find  him  out.     An<J 

*  yet  will  he  ufe  me  worfe  than  a  dog!-— 

*  J  mould  not,'added  fhe, '  haye  fo  much. 
'  exaf{>erated  him :  for  whenever  I  have, 

*  I  have  always  had  the  worft  of  it.     JJe 

*  knows  I  love  him!* 

In  this  manner  her  ladyfhip  talked  to 
me,  leaning  on  my  arm,  and  walking 
mto  the  garden.  I  faw  he  was  ftill  in 
a  tumult,  as  it  wercj  and  he  took  ano- 
ther walk  to  avoid  us.- — She  call'd  after 
him,  and  f<tid-— £  Brother,  brother,  let 

*  me  -fpeak  to  you! — One  word  with 
(  you!'    And  ac  we  madehafte  towards 
him,  and  came  near  to  him— S  I  defire,' 
faid  he,  f  that  you'll  notopprefs  me  more 

*  with  your  follies,  and  your  violence. 

*  I  have  borne  too  much  with  you  ;  and 
s  1  will  vow  for  a  twelvemonth,  from. 
'  this  day—'  «  Hum,'   faid  fhe,  '  don't 
'  vow,  I  beg  you  ;  for  too  well  wilj 

*  you  keep  it,  I  know  by  experience,  if 

*  you  do.     You  fee,'  faid  fhe,  *  I  ftoop 

*  fcoaik  Pamela  to  be  my  advocate,  Surgt 

*  that  will  pacify  you!* 

<  Indeed,'  faid  be,  <  I  defire  to  fee 

*  neither  of  you,  on  fuch  an  occafion  ; 

*  and  let  me  only  be  left  to  myfelf,  for  I 

*  will  not  be  intruded  upon  thus!'  antl 
•was  going  away. — But  fhe  faid — '  One 

*  word  firft,  I  defire. — If  you'll  forgive 
c  me,  I'll  forgivejo«.'— *  What,*  laid 
the  dear  mm,  haughtily,  *  will  you  for- 

*  give  me  /"— <  Why,'  faid  fhe,  for  M 
&w  hJa  too  anerj  to  mention  bis  mar- 
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riage,  as  a  fubjeft  that  required  her  par- 
don, *  I  will  forgive  you  all  your  bad 

*  ufage  of  me  this  day.' 

'  I"  will  be  ferious  with  yon,  fifter,' 
faid  he:  *  I  wifli  you  moll  fincerely  well; 

*  but  let  us  from  this  time,  fludy  fo  much 

*  one  another's  quiet,  as- never  to- come 

*  near  one  another  more,' — '  Never1  laid 
fhe. — {  And  can  you  defire  this,  barba- 
'  rous  brother!  can  you  ? ' — c  I  can,  I  do,' 
faid  he  ;  '  and  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but 

*  to  hide  from  you,  not  a  brother,  but  a 

*  murderer,  and  a  profligate,  unworthy 
'  of  your  relation  j  and  let  me  be  con- 

*  limned  to  penitence  for  my  pall  evils  r 

*  a  penitence,  however,  that  ihail  not  be 

*  broken  in  upon  by  fo  violent  an  accufer. 
'  Pamela,"  faid  he,  and  made  me  trem- 
ble, *  how  dare  you  approach  me,  with- 

*  out  leave,  when  you  fee  me  thus  dif- 

*  turbed !      Never  tor  the  future  come 

*  near  me,  when  I  am  in  theie  tumults,. 

*  un lei's  I  fend  for  you.' 

1  Dear  Sir!"1  faid  I. — •'  Leave  me,'  in- 
terrupted he.  'I  will  fet  out  for  Bed- 
<  fordihire  this  moment.1 — 'What!  Sir.' 
faid  I,  '  without  me? — What  have  I 

*  done  ?"•*—'  You  have  too  meanly,'  laid 
he,  '  for  my  wile,  looped  to  this  furious 
4  lifter  of  mine ;  and.  till  I  can  recollecl, 

*  I  am  not  pkafcd  with  you  :  but  Col- 
f  brand  (hall  attend  you,  and  two  other 

*  of  my  fervants ;  and  Mrs.  jewkes  (hall 

*  wait  upon  you  part  of  the  way  :  and  1 

*  hope  you'll  find  me  in  a  better  d'f-  nfi- 

*  tion  to  receive  you  there,  than  I  am  at 

*  carting  with  you  here.' 

Had  fnot  hoped,  that  this  was  partly. 
|>ut  on  to  intimidate  my  lady,  I  believe  I 
could  not  have  borne  it :  but  it  was  griev- 
ous to  me  j  for  I  law  he  was  molt  fmcereiy 
£11  a  pafiion. 

*  j  was  afraid,1  faid  (he,  '  he  would  be 
A  an<rrv  at  you,  as  well  as  me  ;  for  well 

*  do- 1  knbw  his  unreafonable  violence, 

*  when  he  is  moved. — But  one  word, 
«  Sir,'  laid  fhe  :  '  pardon  Pamela,  if  you 

*  won't  me  ;  for  fhe  has  committed  no 

*  offence,- but  that  of  good-nature  to  me, 

*  and  at  my  requeft.     I   will  be  gor.e 

*  myfelf,  directly,  as  I  was  about  toiio, 
r  had  you  not  prevented  me.' 

*  I  prevented  you,'  laid  he,  f  through 
4  love  ;  but  you  have  itung  rue  tor  it, 
•*  through  hatred.     But  as  tor  my  Pa- 

*  mtla,  I  know  bgudeg  trie  prefent  mo- 

*  ntent,  I  cannot  be  an-vy  with  her;  and 
f  therefore  I  dehre  her  never  to  fee  me, 
(  on  fuch  oecafions",  till  I  can  fee  hei;  in. 

*  theteinpet  I  ought  to  be  in,  when  io" 


*  much  fweetnefs  approaches  me. — ^T*f* 
<  therefore,  I  lay,  my  dearcft,  leave  me 

'  now.' 
<  But,  Sir,*  faid  I,  <  mutt  I  leave  you, 

*  and  let  you  go  to  Bedford  without  me  ? 

*  O  dear  Sir,  how  can  I  ?*     Said  my 
lady — *  You  may  go  to-morrow,  both  of 
1  you,  as  you  had  defigned  ;  and  I  will 

*  go  away  this  afternoon :   and,  fince  I 

*  cannot  be  forgiven,  will  try  to  forget 

x      f    1  i  1  *  **  O 

'  I  have  a  brother. 

«  May  I,  Sir,'  faid  t,  «  beg  all  your' 
'  anger  on  myfelf,  and  to  be  reconciled 
«  to- your  good  filler  ?' — '  Prefuming  Pa- 
'  niela  !'  replied  he,  and  made  me  ftart, 

*  art  thou  then  fo  hardy,  fo  well  able  to 
'  fuftain   a    difpleafure,    which,   of  all 

*  things,  I  expected  from  thy  affeftion, 
'  and  thy  tendernefs,  thou  would'il  have 
«  wiflied  to-avoid  ? — Now,' faid  he,  and 
took  my  hand,  and  as  it  were,  toffed  it 
from  him,  *  be  gone  from  myprefence, 
1  and  rerltcl  upon  what  you  have  faid  to 
4  me!' 

I  was  fo  frighted  (for  then  I  law  he 
took  ami  is  what  I  laid,)  that  I  took  hold 
of  his  knees,  as  he  was  turning  from  me  j ' 
and  I  laid — '  Forgive  me,  good  Sir  j  you 
«  fee  I  am  not  Ib  hardy!     I  cannot  bear 

*  your  difpleafure  !*  and  was  ready  to 
fmk. 

His  fiiler  faid — '  Only  forgive  Pame- 
1  hi  5  'tis  all  I  afk— You'lf  break  her 
'  ipirit  quite! — Yoirll  carry  your  paf- 
1  flon  as  much  too  far  as  I  have  done  !' 
— *  I  need  not  fay,'  faid  he,  {  how  well 
'  I  love  her  ;  but  me  muft  not  intrude 

*  upon  me  at  fuch  times  as  thefe !  I  had 
1  in  tended,  as  foon  as  I  could  have  quell- 
'  ed,  by  my  reafon,  the  tumults  you  had 

*  caufed  by  your  violence,  to  have  come 
1  in,  and  taken  fuch  a  leave  of  you  both, 

*  as  might  become  a  hufband,  and  a  bro- 
1  ther  :  but  (lie  has,  unbidden,  broke  in 

*  upon  me,  and  mult  take  the  confe- 

*  quenceof apalnon, which, when raifed, 

*  is  as  uncqr)troulab}e  as  your  own.' 
Said  file-—'-  Did  I  not  love  you  fo  well, 

'  as  lifter  never  loved  a  brother,  I  mould 

'  i»ot  have  given  you  all  this  trouble. "•— * 

*  And  did  |  not,'  faid  he, '  love  you  bet- 
1  ter  than  you  are  refolved  to  deferve,  I 
(  mould  be  indhtererit  to  all  you  fay. 

*  But  this  laft  ir.itance,  after  the  duelling 

*  i'tory  (which  you  would  not  have  men- 

*  tioned,  had  you  not  known  it  is  always' 

*  matter  of  concern  for  me  to  think  up- 

*  on,)  of  poor  Sally  Godfrey,  is  a  piece 
«  of  fpite  and  r.ieannefs,  that  I  can  re- 

*  nounce  vou  n»    biood  for.' 
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c  Well,'  faJd  file, '  I  am  convinced  it 

*  was  wrong.     I  am  afhamed  of  it  my- 

*  felf.     'Twas  poor,  'twas  mean,  'twas 

*  unworthy  of  your  lifter :  and  'tis  for 
'  this  reafon  I  ftoop  to  follow  you,  to 

*  beg  your  pardon,  and  even  to  procure 

*  one  for  my  advocate,  who  I  thought 

*  had  fome  intereit  in  you ,  if  I  might  have 

*  believed  your  own  profeffions  to  her; 
'  which  now  I  fhall  begin  to  think  made 

*  purpofely  to  infult  me.' 

*  I  care  not  what  you  think ! — After 

*  the  meannefs  you  have  been  guilty  of, 

*  I  can  only  look  upon  you  with  pity : 

*  for,  indeed  you  have  fallen  very  low 

*  with  me.' 

'    <  'Tis  plain,  I  have,'  faid  fhe.     « But 

*  Til  be  gone. — And  fo,  brother,  let  me 
'  call  you  for  this  once !  God  blefs  you ! — 
f  And  Pamela,1  faid  her  ladyfhip,  '  God 

*  blefs  you  !'  and  kifled  me,  and  wept. 
I  du.rfl  fay  no  more ;  and  my  lady 

turning  from  him,  he  faid—'  Your  fcx 

*  is  the  d — 1 ;  how  ftrangely  can  you  dif- 

*  compofe,  calm,  and  turn,  as  you  pleafej 
c  us  poor  weathercocks  of  men  !    Your 

*  laft  kind  blefiing  to  my  Pamela,  I  can- 

*  not  (land!  Kifs  but  each  other  again  i' 
And  he  then  took  both  her  hands,  and 
joined  them  ;  and  my  lady  faluting  me 
again,  with  tears  on  both  fides,  he  put 
his  kind  arms  about  each  of  our  wants, 
and  fainted  us  with  great  afFe&ion,  fay- 
ing— '  Now,  God 'blefs  you  both,  the 

*  two  deareft  creatures  I  have  in  the 
f  world!' 

'  Well,'  faid  me, '  you  will  quite  for- 
e  get  my  fault  about  Mifs  — '  He  ftopt 
her  before  flie  could  fpeak  the  name,  and 
faid — '  For  ever  forget  it! — And,  Pa- 
'  mela,  I'll  forgive  you  too,  if  you  don't 
'  again  make  my  difpleafure  fo  light  a 

*  thing  to  you,  as  you  did  juft  now.' 
Said  my  lady — '   She  did  not  make 

*  your  difpleafure  a  light  thing  to  her; 
'  but  the  heavier  it  was,  the  higher  com- 

*  pliment  fhe  made  me,  that  fhe  would 
'  bear  it  all,  rather  than  not  fee  you  and 
c  me  reconciled.' — '  No  matter  for  that/ 
faid  he :   'it  was  either  an  abfence  of 
'  'thought,  or  a  flight  by  implication  at 
c  leaft,  that  my  nicenefs  could  not  bear 
c  from  her  fendernefs :  for  looked  it  not 

*  prefuming,  that  fhe  could  (land  my  dif- 
'  pleafure,  or  was  fure  of  making  her 

*  terms  when  fhe  pleafed  !  Which,  fond 
'  as  I  am    of   her,  I   affnre  her,  will 
'  not  be  always,  in  wilful  faults,  in  her 

*  .power/ 


'  Nay,'  faid  my  lady,  c  I  can  tell  you, 
Pamela,  you  have  a  gentleman  here  in 
my  brother ;  and  you  may  expeft  fuch 
treatment  from  him,  as  that  character, 
and  his  known  good  fenfe  and  breed- 
ing, will  always  oblige  him  to  fhew  : 
but  if  you  offend,  the  Lord  have  mercy 
upon  you  ! — You  fee  how  it  is  by  poor 
me  ! — And  yet  I  never  knew  him  for- 
give fo  foon.' 

'  I  am  fure,'  faid  I,  '  I  will  take  care, 
as  much  as  I  can  5  for  I  have  been 
frighted  out  of  my  wits,  and  had  of- 
fended, before  I  knew  where  I  was.' 
•  So  happily  did  this  ftorm  blow  over; 
and  my  lady  was  quite  fubdued  and  pa- 
cified. 

When  we  came  out  of  the  garden,  his 
chariot  was  ready ;  and  he  faid — '\Vell, 
'  Mer,  I  had  moil  affuredly  gone  away 
'  towards  my  other  houfe,  if  things  had 
*\  not  taken  this  happy  turn ;  and,  if  you 
f  pleafe,  inftead  of  it,  you  and  I  will 
'  take  an  airing  : — and  pray,  my  dear," 
faid  he  to  me,  '  bid  Mrs.  Jewkes  order 
'  fuppcr  by  eight  o'clock,  and  we  fhall 

*  then  join  you.' 

'  Sir,'  added  he,  to  her  nephew, {  wilt 

*  you  take  your  horfeand  efcort  us?'— • 
'  I  will,'  faid  he ;  '  and  am  glad,  at  my 

*  foul,  to  fee  you  all  fogood  friends.' 
So  my  dear  lord  and  mafter  handed  my 

lady  into  his  chariot,  and  her  kinfman? 
and  his  fervants  rode  after  them  ;  and  I 
went  up  to  my  clofet  to  ruminate  on  thefe 
things.  And,  foolifh  thing  that  I  am, 
this  poor  Mifs  Sally  Godfrey  runs  in  my 
head  !— How  foon  the  name  and  quality 
of  a  wife  gives  one  privileges,  in  one's 
own  account ! — Yet,  me  thinks,  I  want 
to  know  more  about  her ;  for,  is  it  not 
ftrange,  that  I,  who  lived  years  in  the 
family,  fliould  have  heard  nothing  of 
this  ?  But  I  was  fa  couftantly  with  my 
lady,  that  I  might  the  Icfs  hear  of  it ;  for. 
flie,  I  dare  fay,  never  knew  it,  or  flic 
would  have  told  me. 

But  I'd  are  not  afk  him  about  the  poor 
lady. — Yet  I  wonder  what  became  of 
her !  Whether  fhe  be  living  ?  and  whe- 
any  thing  came  of  it  ?—  May  be  I  fhall 
hear  full  foon  enough  : — but  I  hope  not 
to  any  bad  purpofe. 

As  to  the  other  unhappy  cafe,  I  know 
it  was  talked  of,  that  in  his  travels,  be- 
fore I  was  taken  into  the  family  long,  ha 
had  one  or  two  broils;  and  from  a  youth, 
lie  was  always  remarkable  for  con-- 
rage,  and  is,  reckoned  a  great  mailer  of 
K  k  his 
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his  fword.  God  grant  he  miy  never  be 
put  to  ule  it ,!  and  that  he  may  be  always 
preserved  in  honour  and  fafety  !' 

About  feven  o'clock  my  rnafter  fent 
word,  that  he  v/ould  have  me  not  expect 
him  to  fupper;  for  that  he,  and  my  lady 
.his  filter,  and  nephew,  were  prevailed 
iipon  to  ftay  with  Lady  Jones  ;  and  tlVat 
LadyUurnford,  and  Mr.  Peters's  fami- 
ly, had  prcmiied  to  meet  them  there.  I 
was  glad  they  did  not  lend  for  me  5  and 
the  rather,  as  I  hoped- thole  good  fami- 
lies being  my  friends,  would  confirm  my 
ltdy  a  little  in  my  favour  ;  and  fo  I  fol- 
lowed my  writing  cloiely. 

About  eleven  o'clock  they  returned. 
I  had  but  jurt  come  down,  having;  tired 
myftlf  with  my  pen,  and  was  fitting 
talking  with  Mrs.  Jewkes  and  Mrs. 
Worden,  whom  I  would,  though  im- 

-    fides,   nr..". 

which  they  did  over-againft  me. 
Worden  a  iked  me  pardon,  in  a  good  deal 
of  confufion,  for  the  part  fac  had  acted 
againi!  me  ;  faying,  that  things  had  been 
very  differently  icprefented  to  her  5  and 
that  Hie  little  thought  I  was  married, 
and  that  fhe  was  behaving  fo  rudely  to  the 
lady  of  the  houfe. 

I  faid,  I  took  nothing  amifs;  and  very 
freelv  forgave  herj  and  hoped  my  new 
condition  would  not  make  me  forget  how 
to  behave  properly  to  every  one 5  but  that 
I  mult  endeavour  to  a6t  not  unworthy  cf 
it,  for  the  honour  of  the  gentleman  who 
had  fb  generoudy  raifed  me  to  it. 

Mrs.  Jewkes  faid,  that  my  fituation 
gave  me  great  opportunities  cf  /hewing 
the  excellency  of  my  nature,  that  I  could 
forgive  offences  againft  me  fo  readily,  as 
ihej  for  her  own  part,  muft  always,  flic 
faid,  acknowledge,  with  confufion  of 
face. 

«  People/  faid  I,  '  Mrs.  Jewkes,  don't 
know  how  they  fhall  a6t,  when  their 
wills  are  in  the  power  of  their  fupe- 
riors;  and  I  always  thought  one  fhoi.ld 
diflingi  i(h  between  acls  of  malice,  and^ 
of  implicit  obedience ;  though,  at  the 
fame  time,  a.  perfon  ihould  know  how 
to  judge  between  lawful  and 'unlav/fol. 
And  even  the  great,  though  at  prefent 
angry  they  are  nof  obeyed,  will  after- 
wards have  no  ill  opinion  of  a  perfon 
for  wirhftanding  them  in  their  unlaw- 
ful commands.' 

Mrs.  Jewkes  fcemecl  a  little  concerned 
at  this  5  and  I  faid .  I  fpoke  chiefly  from 
my  own  experience.  For  that  I  may  fay, 
as  they  both  knew  my  ftory,  that  I  kid 


not  wanted  both  for  menaces  and  tempt3*r 
tions;  and  had  I  complied  with  the  one, 
or  beeq  intimidated  by  the  other,  I  fhould 
not  have  been  what  I  was. 

'  Ah!  Madam,'  replied  Mrs.  Jewkes, 
I  never  knew  any  body  like  you:  and 
I  think  your  temper  fweeter,  fmce  the 
happy  day,  than  before  ;  and  that,  if 
poffible,  you  take  lefs  upon  you/ 
'  Why,  a  good  reafon,'  faid  I,  <  may- 
be-affigned  for  that:  I  thought  myfelf 
in  danger:  I  looked  upon  every  one  as 
my  enemy;  and  it  was  impoffible  that 
I  mould  not  be  fretful,  uneafy,  jealous. 
But  when  my  deareft  friend  had  takeu 
from  me  the  ground  of  my  uneaiinefs, 
and  made  me  quite  happy,  I  fhould 
have  been  very  blameahle,  if  I  had 
not  fnewn  a  fatisfied  and  eafy  mind, 
and  a  temper  that  fhould  engage  every 
one's  refpecl:  and  love  at  the  fame 
time,  if  poflible:  and  fb  much  the  more, 
as  it  was  but  jv.ftifying,  in  feme  fort, 
the  honour  I  had'  received:  for  the 
fewer  enemies  I  made  myfelf,  the  more 
I  engaged  every  one  to  think,  that  my 
good  benefactor  had  been  lefs  to  blame 
in  defcending  as  he  has  done.' 
This  way  of  talking  pleafed  them 
both  very  much  j  and  they  made  me  many 
compliments  upon  it,  and  wifhed  me  to 
be  always  happy,  as,  they  faid,  I  fo  well 
deferred. 

We  were  thvs  engaged,  when  my  ma- 
fter,  and  his  fifler,  and  her  nephew,  came 
in:  and  they  made  me  quite  alive  ;  in  the 
happy  humour  in  which  they  all  return- 
ed. The  two  women  would  have  with- 
drawn: but  my  matter  faid — *  Don't  go, 

*  Mrs.  Worden  j — Mrs.  Jewkes,  pray 
'  ftayj  I  fhall  fpeak  to  you  prefently.'  So 
he  came  to  me,  and  fainting  me,  faid— 
'  Well,  my  dear  love,  I  hope  I  have  not 

*  trefpaffed  upon  your  patience,  by  an  ab  - 

*  fence  longer  than  we  defigned.    But  it 

*  has  not  been  to  your  difadvantage ;  for 

*  though  we  had  not  your  company,  we 
'  have*talked  of  nobody  elie  but  you.' 

My  lady  came  up  to  me,  and  faid— 
'  Ay,  child,  you  have  been  all  ourfub- 
'"  jecL  I  don't  know  how  it  rs;  but  you. 

*  have  made  two  or  three  good  families, 

*  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  much  your 

*  admirers,  as  your  friend  here.' 

'•  My  fifter,'  faid  he,  *  has  been  hear- 
'  ing  your  praifes,  Pamela,  from  half  a 

*  fcore  mouths,  with  more  pleafure  than 
1  her  heart  will  eafily  let  her  exprefs.' 

'  My  good  Lady  DaveiVs  favour/  fai<$ 
I,  (  and  the  continuance  of  yours, 
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*  would  give  me  more  pride  than  that  of 

*  -all  the  reft  of  the  v/orld  put  together.' 

•«  Well,  child,'  laid  ihe,  '  proud  hearts 
«  don't  come  duwa  all  at  once  ;  though 
'  my  brother,  here,  has  this.  day  let  mine 
«  a  good  many  pegs  lower  than  I  ever 

*  knew  it  :  but  I  will  fay,  I  wiih  you  joy 
«  with  my  brother;'  and  Ibkifled  me. 

'  My  dear  hay,'  faid  I,  '  you  for  ever 
'  oblige  me!  —  I  lhall  now  believe  my- 
<  fc  If  quite  happy.  This  was  all  I  want- 
'  ed  to  make  me  fo  !  —  And  I  hope,  I 

*  mail  always,  through  my  life,lhew  your 
'  ladylhip,  that  I  have  the  moil  grateful 

*  andrefpeftfpl  fenfeof  your  goodnefs.' 

*  But,  child,'  faid  Hie,  '  I  fhail  not  give 
c  you  my  company  when  you  make  your 
'  appearance.  Let  your  own  merit  make 
'  all  your  Bedford/hire  neighbours  your 
'  friends,  as  it  has  done  here,  by  your 

*  Lincoln/hire  ones;  and  you'll  have  no 
'  need  of  my   countenance,    nor   any 

*  body's  elfe.' 

*  Now,'   faid  her  nephew,  *'  'tis  my 
f  turn.     I  wilh  you  joy,  with  all  my  foul, 
•'  Madam  ;  and,  by  what  I  have  i'ecn,  and 
'  by  what  I  have  heard,  'fore  Gad,  I 

*  think  you  have  met  with  no  more  than 
'  you  deferve;   and  fo  all  the  company 
'  lays,  where  we  have  been  :  and  pray 

*  forgive  all  my  nonfenfe  to  you.' 

«  Sir,'  faid  V  I  mail  always,  I  hope, 
'  refpeft  as  I  ought,  fo  near  a  relation 
'  of  my  good  Lord  and  Lady  Davers  ; 
'  and  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  com- 

*  pliment.' 

*  Gad,  Beck,'  faid  he,  (  I  believe  you've 

*  fome  forgi  venefs  too  to  alk  ;  for  we  were 
6  all  to  blame,.  to  make  Madam,  here, 
'  fly  the  pit,  as  me  did  :  little  did  we  think 

*  we  made  her  quit  her  own  houfe.' 

*  Thou  always,  '.faid  my  lady,  *  Jay  eft 

*  too  much,  or  too  little.' 

*  Mrs.  Worden  faid  —  {  I  have  been 
c  treated  with  fo  much  goodnefs  and 
'  condefcenfion,  fince  you  went,  that  I 
'  have  been  before  hand,  Sir,  in  alking 

*  pardon  for  myfelf.' 

So  my  lady  fat  down  with  me  half  an 
hour,  and  told  me  that  her  brother  had 
carried  Ivor  a  fine  airing,  and  had  quite 
charmed  her  with  his  kind  treatment  of 
her;  and  had  much  confirmed  her  in  the 
good  opinion  me  had  begun  to  entertain 
of  my  difcreet-.and  obliging  behaviour  : 

*  But,'  continued  fne,  '  when  he  would 

*  make  me  viht,  without  intending  to 

*  ftay,  my  eld  neighbours,  (for,'  faid 
me,  *  Lad^-  Jones  being  nearer},  we  vifit- 


ed  her;;rftj  and  ihe  icraped  all  t 


*  of  the  company  together,)  they  were 
'  all  fo  full  of  your  praifes,  that  I  was 
f  quite  borne  down;  and,  truly,  it  was 

*  Saul  among  the  prophets  !' 

You  may  believe  how  much  I  was  de- 
liglited  with  this;  and  I  fpared  not  my 
due  acknowledgments. 

When  her'ladyftiip  took  leave,  to  go  to 
bsd,  Jhe  faid — (  Good  night  to  you, 

*  heartily,  and  to  yoxn  good  man.  I  knTed 

*  you  when  I  came  in,  out  of  form ;   ;nit 

v  kifs  you  out  of  more  taan  , 
1  I'll  a  flu  re  you.' 

Join  with  me,  my  dear  parents,  in  my 
joy  for  this  happy  turn ;  the  contrary  of 
which  I  fo  much  dreaded,  and  \\. 
only  difficulty  I  had  to  labour  with! 
'.This  poor  Mil's  Sally  Godfrey,.!  wonder 
what's  become  of  her,  poor  i.  ill ;  I  wiih. 
he  would,  of  his  own  head,  mention  her 
again. —  Not  that  I  am  -very  uneafy, 
neither.  —  You'll  fay,  1  muiVbe  a  little 
faucy  if  I  was. 

My  dear  mafter  gave  me  an  ac-ount, 
when  we  went  up,  of  the  pains  he  had 
taken  with  his  beloved  lilies,  as  he  him- 
ielf  ftiled  her;  and  of, all  the  kind  things 
the  good  familits  had  laid  in  my  behalf; 
and  that  he  obferved  1'he  was  not  fo  ITT  ich 
difpleafed  with  hearing  them,  as  the  was 
at  nVii;  when  (he  would  not  permit  any- 
body to  fpeak  of  me  as  his  wife :  and  that 
my  health,  as  his  fpoufe,  being  pur,  when 
it  came  to  her,  me  drank  it;  but  laid— 
(  Come,  brother,  here's  your  Pamela  to 
'  you : — but  I  ihall  not  know  how  to  Itand 

*  this  affair, when  the  Countefs ,  and 

'  the  young  ladies  come  to  viiit  me.* 
One  of  thofe  young  ladies  was  the  perfoii 
flie  was  fo  fond  of  promoting  a  match 
for,  with  her  brother. — '  Lady  Betty,  I 

know,'  faid  flie, '  will  rally  me  fmartiy 
upon  it;  and  you  know,  brother,  flie 
wants  neither  wit  nor  fatire.'  He  faid 
— «  I  hope,  Lady  Betty,  whenever  me 
marries,  will  meet  with  a  better  huf- 
band  than  I  Ihouid  have  made  her;  for, 
in  my  confcience,  I  think  I  mould 
hardly  have  made  a  tolerable  one  to  any 
but  Pamela.' 
He  told  me  that  they  raillied  him  OR  the 
ftatelrnefs  of  his  temper;  and  faid,  they 
faw  he  would  make  an  exceeding  good 
hufband  where  he  was;  but  it  nr  it  be 
owing  to  my  meeknefs,  more  than  his 
complaifance;  '  For,'  laid  Mils  Darn- 
ford,  *  I  could  fee  well  enough,  when 

*  your  ladylhip  detained  her,  though  he 
(  had  but  hinted  his  defire  cf  finding  her 

*  at  our  houfe,  he  was  fo  out  of  humour 

K  k  a  'at 
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<  at  her  fuppofcd  non-compliance,  that 

<  mine  and  my  filler's  pity  tor  her  was 

<  much  more  engaged,  than  our  envy.' 

4  Ay,'  laid  my  lady,  *  he  is  too  lordly 

*  a  creature,  by  much  ;  and  can't  bear 
«  difappointment,  ncr  ever  could.' 

Said  he — *  Well,  Lady  Davers,  you 
'  mould  not,  of  all  perfons,  find'  fault 
*•  with  me ;  for  I  bore  a  great  deal  from 
'  you,  before  I  was  at  ail  angry'.' 

*  Yes,'  replied  me;  *  but  when  I  had 

*  gone  a  little  too  far,  as  I  own  I  did, 

*  you  m ade  me  pay  for  it  feverely  enough ! 

*  You  know  you  did,  fauce-box.     And 

*  the  poor  thing  too,'  added  Ihe,  *  that 

*  I  took  with  ms  for  my  advocate,  fo  low 

*  had  he  brought  me  !   he  treated  her  in 

*  fuch  a  manner  as  made  my  heart  ache 

*  for  her  :  but  part  was  art,  I  -know,  to 

*  make  me  tlp'nk  the  better  of  her.' 

*  Indeed,  fifter,"  faid  he,  '  there  was 
«  very  little  of  that;  for,  at  that  time,  I 

*  cared  not  what  you  thought,  nor  had 

*  complaifance  enough  to  have  given  a 
*•  Ihllling  for  your  g;ood  or  bad  opinion 

*  of  her  or  me.    Arid,  I  own,  I  was  dif- 
'  pleafed  to  be  broken  in  upon,  after  your 

*  provocations,  by  either  of  you;  and  me 
'  rnuil  learn  that  lefibn,  never  to  come 

*  near  me,  when  I  am  in  tivofe  humours; 
«  which  {hail  be  :is  little  as  poflible:  for, 

*  after  a  while,  if  let  alone,  I  always 

*  come  to  myfelf,  and  am  lorry  for  the 

*  violence  of  a  temper,  fo  like  my  dear 

*  filler's  htre;  and,  for  this  real  en,  think  it 

*  is  no  matter  how  few  witnefies  I  have  of 
'  it's  intemperance,  while  it  lails;  efpe- 

*  cially  fince  every  witnefs,  whether  they 

it  it  or  not,  as  you  fee  in  my  Pa- 

*  mt-la's  cafe,  muft  be  a  fufferer  by  it,  if 

i;  for  they  ccine  in  my  way.' 
He  repeated   the  fame  lefibn  to  me 
.  and  enforced  it;  and  owned,  that 
ry  with   me  in  earned,  jufl 
1'ntn  ;  though-more  with  hhnlelf  after - 
.  o :  '  But  when,  Pame- 
la,' Ibid  he,  *  you  wanted  to  in 
all  mydif  .Icafureu.pon  yourfelf,  it  was 
fo  nr.ich  bra<viiig  me  with  yom'meritta& . 
if  1  muil/6'3»  end  my  anger,  if  placed 
tbtre,  or  it  was  making  it  ib  light  to 
you,  that  I  was  truly  difplc^d  :   for,1 
ontinued  he,  *  I  cannot  bear,  that  you 
mould  wifn  on  any  occasion  whatever, 
to  have  me  angry  with  you,  or  not  to 
vai  c   my  di/.  ieafure  as  the  heavieil 
misfurtur.e  that  could  bcfal  you,' 
*  But,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you  know,  that 
'  what  I  did  was  to  try  to  reconcile  my. 
.  and,  as  ih?  herfelf  obferved,  it 


s  was  pay  ing  her  a  high  regard.' — cltwa§- 

*  fo,'  replied  he ;  *•  but  never  think  of 
'  making  a  compliment  to  her,  or  any 
t  body  living,  at  my  expence.     Befides, 
'  flie  had  behaved  herfelf  fo  intolerably, 

*  that  I  began  to  think  you  had  Hooped 
'  too  much,  and  more  than  I  ought  to 
'  permit  my  wife  to  do;  and  a6ls  of 

*  meannefs  are  what  I  can't  endure  in 
'  any-body,  but  efpecially  where  I  love^ 
'  aad  as  me  had  been  guilty  of  a  very 

*  fignal  one,  I  had  much  rather  have  re- 
'  nounced  her,  at  that  time,  than  have 
'  been  reconciled  to  her.' 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  I  hope  I  fliall  always 
'  comport  myfelf  fo,  as  not  wilfully  to. 
'  difoblige  you  for  the  future;  and  the 
'  rather  do  I  hope  this,  as  I  am  fure  I 
'  mall  want  only  to  know  your  pleafure 
1  \vobsy\\..  But  this  inftance  fiiews  me, 
'•  that  I  may  much  offend,  without  de- 

*  ligning  it  in  the/f«/?.' 

'  Now,  Pamela,'  replied  he,  c  don't 
'  be  too  ferious  :  I  hope  I  fhan't  be  a 
'  very  tyrannical  hufband  to  you  :  yet 
'  do  I  not  pretend  to  be  perfeft,  or  to  be 
'  always  governed  by  reafon  in  rny  firft 
'  transports ;  and  I  expeft,  from  your 
'  affection,  that  you  will  bear  with  me 
'  when  you  find  me  wrong.  I  have  no 

*  ungrateful  fpirit,  and  can,  when  cool, 
'  enter   as  impartially  into  myfelf,  as 
'  moil  men ;  and  then  I  am  always  kind 

*  and  acknowledging,  in  proportion  as 
1  I  have  been  out  of  the  way. 

1  But  to  convince  you,  my  dear,'  con- 
tinued he,  '  of  your  fault  (I  mean,  with 

*  regard  to  the  impetuofity  of  my  tem- 

*  per ;  for  there  was  no  fault  in  your  in- 
f  tention,  that  I  acknowledge)  I'll  ob- 

*  ferve  only,  that  you  met,  when  you 

*  came  to  me,  while  I  was  fo  out  pf  hu- 
4  mour,  a  reception  you  did  .not  expe£l, 

*  and  a  har(h  word  or  two,  that  you  did 

*  nct^eferve.     Now,  had  you  not  bro- 
'  ken  in  upon  me  while  my  anger  lailed, 
'  but  flayed  till  I  had  come  to  you,  or, 

*  fent  to  deiire  yoi'.r  company,    you'd 
'  have  feen  none  of  this  ^  but  that  affec- 

*  tionate  behriyioisr,  which  I  doubt  not, 

*  you'll  always  merit;    and  I  mall  al- 

;  leaiure  in  e::preiling;  rmd 

*  in  ibis  tc;,  >-u  always  find  a 

*  proper  inii'.  ence  over    me :    but  you 
'  mull  not  fuppoie,  whenever  I  am  out 
1  of  humour,  that,  in  oppofmg, yourfelf". 
'  to  n  .   yen  oppclb  a  proper. 
1  butt  to,  it,   but  when  you  are  ib  good,, 
'  like  the  fiendcr  reed,  to  bend  to  the- 
'  hurricur.s,  n'.'.hcr  than,  like  the  ilurdy 

4  oak, 
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oak,  to  rejijl  it,  you  will  always  ftand 
firm  in  my  kind  opinion,  while  acon- 
trary  conduct  would  uproot  you,  with 
all  your  excellencies,  from  my  foul.' 
'  Sir,'  laid  I,  '  I  will  endeavour  to 
conform  myfelf,  in  all  things,  to  your 
will.' — '  I  make  no  doubt  but  you 
will:  and  I'll  endeavour  to  make 
my  will  as  conformable  to  reafon  as  I 
can.  And  let  me  tell  you,  that  this 
belief  of  you  is  one  of  the  inducements 
I  have  had  to  marry  at  all  :^for  nobody 
was  more  averfe  to  this  ftate  than  my- 
felf ;  and  now  we  are  upon  this  ftib- 
jecl,  I"ll  tell  you  why  I  was  fo  averfe. 
'  We  people  of  fortune,  or  fuch  as 
are  born  to  large  expectations,  of  both 
fexes,  are  generally  educated  wrong. 
You  have  occafionally  touched  upon 
this,  Pamela,  feveral  times  in  your 
journal,  fojuftly,  that  I  need  fay  the 
lefs  to  you.  We  areufually  fo  head- 
ftrong,  fo  violent  in  our  wills,  that  we 
very  little  bear  controul. 

*  Hwmoured  by  our  nurfes,  through 
the  faults  of  our  parents,  we  praftife 
firft  upon  them  5  and  (hew  the  grati- 
tude  of  our  difpofition,  in  an  infolence 
that  ought  rather  to  be  checked  and  re- 
ftrained,  than  encouraged. 

*  Next,  we  are  to  be  indulged  in  every 
thing  at  fchool ;  and  our  mafters  and 
miftreffes  are  rewarded  with  further 
grateful  inftances  of  our  boifterous  be- 
haviour. 

'  But  in  our  <wlfe  parents  eyes,  all 
looks  well,  all  is  forgiven  andexcufed: 
and  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe 
we  are  theirs. 

(  Our  next  progreflion  is,  we  exercife 
our  (pints,  when  brought  home,  to  the 
torment  and  regret  of  our  parents  thsm- 
fel-ves,  and  torture  their  hearts  by  oi:r 
undutiful  and  peryerfe  behaviour  to 
them,  which,  however  ungrateful  in 
us,  is  but  the  natural  confequence  of 
their  culpable  indulgence  to  us,  from 
infancy  upwards. 

'.  And  then,  next,  after  we  have,  per- 
haps,  half  broken  their  hearts,  a.  wife 
is  looked  out  for:  convenience,  or 
birth,  or  fortune,  are  the  firft  motives, 
afFe&ion  the  laft  (if  it  is  at  all  confulted : ) 
and  two  people,  thus  educated;  thus 
trained  up,  in  a  courfe  of  vunnatural  in- 
gratitude,  and  who  have  been  head- 
ftrong  torments  to  every  one  who  has 
had  a  (hare  in  their  education,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  to  whom  they  owe  their  be- 
ing,  are  brought  together  j  and  what 


'  can  be  expected,  but  that  they  mould 

*  purfue,  and  carry  on,  the  fame  com- 
'  fortable  conduct  in  matrimony,  ami 
'  join  moft  heartily  to  plague  one  ano- 

*  ther  ?  And,  in  fome  meafure,  indeed, 
'  this  is  right  ;  becaufe  hereby  they  re- 
'  venge  the  caufe  of  all  thofe  who  have 

*  been  aggrieved  and  infulted  by  them, 

*  upon  one  another. 

*  The  gentleman  has  never  been 
'  controuled  :  the  lady  has  never  been 
'  contradicted.  ' 

*  He  cannot  bear  it  from  one  whole 
'  new  relation,  he  thinks,  mould  oblige 

*  her  to  (hew  a  quite  contrary  conduit. 

*  She  thinks  it  very  barbarous,  now, 
'  for  \\\z  firft  time,  to  be  oppofed  in  her 
1  will,  and  that  by  a  man  from  whom 
'  (lie  expected  nothing  but  tendernefs. 

*  So  great  is  the  difference  between 

*  what  they  both  expecl/row  one  another, 

*  and  what  they  both  find  in  each  other, 

*  that  no  wonder  mifunderftandings  hap- 
'  pen;  that  thefe  ripen  to  quarrels;  that 

*  a6ls  of  unkindnefs  pafs,  which,  even 
'had  the  firlt  motive  to  their  union  been 
'  offeBlon,  as  ufually  it  is  not,  would 
'  have  effaced  all  manner  of  tender  im- 
'  prefllons  on  both  fides. 

'  Appeals  to  parents  and  guardians 
'  often  enfue:  if,  by  mediation  of  friends 
'.  a  reconciliation  takes  place,  it  hardly 
'  ever  holds:  for  why  ?  The  fault  is  in 
'  the  minds  of  both,  and  neither  of  them 
'  will  think  fo;  fo  that  the  wound  (not 
'  permitted  to  be  probed)  is  but  fkinn'd 
'  over,  and  rankles  ftill  at  the  bottom, 
'  and  at  laft  breaks  out  with  more  pain 
'  and  anguifh  than  before.  Separate  beds 
(  are  often  the  confequence;  perhaps 
'  elopements  ;  if  not,  an  unconquerable 
'  indifference,  poffibly  averfion.  And 
'  whenever,  for  appearance-  fake,  they  are 
'  obliged  to  be  together,  every  one  fees, 

*  that  the  yawn  ing  huiband,  and  the  va- 
'  pourifh  wife,  are  truly  infupportable  to 
4  one  another;  but,  feparate,  have  freer 
'  fpirits,  and  can  be  tolerable  company. 

*  Now,    my  dear,   I  would  have  you 
'  think,   and  I  hope  you  will  have  no 
f  other  reafon,  that  had  I  married  the 

*  firft  lady  in  the  land,  I  would  not  have 
«  treated  her  better  than  I  will  my  Pa-. 
{  mela.     For  my  wife  is  my  wife  ;   and 

*  I  was  the  longer  in  refolving  on  the 
<  ftate,  becaufe  I  knew  it's  requifttes,  and 
'  doubted  my  conduct  in  it. 

1  I  believe  I  am  more  nice  than  many 
'  gentlemen  ;  but  it  is  becaufe  I  have  been 
'  a  clofe  obferver  of  the  behaviour  of 
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'  wecHed  folks,  and  hardly  ever  hive 

*  feen  it  to  be  fuch  as  I  could  like  in  my 

*  own  cafe.      I  fV  11.  '-loffibly,  riv  you 

*  fnftances  1  ic   Uu- nature, 

*  of  this,  as  we  a,  e  lax^e:-,  and  -c 
*•  I  might  lay.  better  acqvrai'.ved. 

e  Had  1  mai-.-lec!  with  the  vkwt  of  moft 

*  gentlemen,  and  with  fuch  ns  my  good 
r  fifter  (fupplyihg  the  place  olf  my 

*  and  mother)  would  have  recor- 

*  ed,  I  had  wedded  a  fine  lady,  brought 

*  up  pretty  much  in  my -own  manner, 

*  and  ufed  to  have  her  will  in  every  thing. 
'  Some  gentleiren  can  come  into  "a 

'  comproinife;  and,  afterafewftrv; 

*  fit  down  tolerably  contented.  But,  had 

*  I  married  a  prin-cefs,  I  could  not  have 
•  *  done  fo.     1  muft  have  loved  her  ex- 

.irgly  well,  before  I  had  confented 
*"  to  knit  the  knot  with  her,  and  preferred 
'  her  to  all  herfexj  for  without  this,  Pa- 

*  mela,  indifferences,  if  not  dilgurcs,  will 
e  arife  in  every  wedded  life,  that  could 

*  not  havemade  me  happy  at  home  ;  and 
e  there  are  fewer  inflances,  I  believe,  of 

*  men's  loving  better,  after  matrimony, 

*  than  of  women's ;  the  reafons  of  which 

*  'tis  not  my  prefent  purpofe  to  account 

*  for. 

*  Then  I  mini  have  been  morally  lure, 

*  that  flic  preferred  me  to  all  men  ;   and, 

*  to  convince  me  of  this,  fhe  muft  have 

eel,  r,oi  aggravated,  my  failings  ; 

luit  have  borne  with  my  imperfec- 
f  tions;  flie  mufthave  watched  and  ftu- 
f  died  my  temper;  and  if  ever  fhe  had 

*  any  points  to  carry,  any  defire  of  over- 

*  coming,  it  muft  have  been  by  fweetnefs 
c  and  complaifance;  and  yet  not  fuch  a 

*  flavifh  one,  as  fhould  make  her  con- 

her  the  efFe.cT: 
c  of  hc-r  infc'.iiibility,   than  judgment  or 

*  affection. 

*  She  fhould  not  have  given  caufe  for 
f  any  part  of  my  conduct  to  her  t' 

*  the  leaft  afjv  ivr  of  ccmpulfion  or  force. 
'  The  v.'oid  command^  on,  rny  fide,  or 
f  obedience  on  her's,  I  would  have  blotted 
€  from  my  vocabulary.     For  this  i . 

'  I  fhouiu  l;ave  thought  it  my  duty  to 
'  have  defired  nothing  qf  her,  that  was 

*  not  fignincant,    reafonable,    or  juft  ; 

*  and  that  then  fhe  fhould,  on  her's,  have 
'  fhewn   no  relu*'-V.mce,    uneafmefs,    or 
'  doubt,  to  oblige  me,  even  at  half  a 

*  word . 

*  I  would  not  have  excufed  her  to  let 
f  pie  twice  enjoin  the  fame  thing,  while 

*  I  took  fo  much  care  to  i-nake  her  cora- 


'  pliance  with  me  reafonable,  and  fucii 
'  as  fhould  not  deftroy  her  own  free 
'  agency,  in  points  that  ought  to  be  al- 
'  lowed  her :  and  if  I  was  not  always 
'  right,  that  yet  fhe  would  bear  with  me, 
(  if  fhe  faw  me  ft- 1  upon  it ;  and  expoftu- 
..'  late  with  me  on  the  right  fide  of  ccm- 
at  would  fh-.-w  me  (fup- 
'  pciing  fmall  points  in  difpute,  from 
1  which  the.  greateft  quarre'ls,  among 
'friends,  geneiT.lly  ariie)  that  fhe  dif- 
'  fered  fT-om  me  not  for  contradiction- 
'  fake>  but  defired  to  convince  me  for 
1  my  own ;  and  that  I  ihoi.ld,  another 
'  time,  take  betfer  refoiutions. 

*  Thiswo.:ldbefo  obliging  a  conduct, 
f  that  I  fliould,  in  juftice,  have  doubled 
'  my  efteeni  for  one,  who,  to  huraourme, 

*  could  give  up  her  own  judgment;  and 
f  1  fhould  fee  ihe  could  have  no  other 

v  in  her  expolt.  lations,  after  her 

*  compliance  had  patted,  than  to  rectify 

*  my  notions  for  the  future;  and  it  would 
'  have  been  impolTible  then,  but  I  muft 
'  have  paid  ihe  greatei-  deference  to  her 
'  opinion  and  advice  in  more  momentous 
'  matters. 

*  In  all  companies  fhe  muft  have  fhewn 
'  that  flie  had,  whether  I  deferved  it  al- 

*  together  or  not,  a  high  regard  and  opi- 
'  nion  of  me  ;  and  this  the  rather,   as 

i  a  conduct  in  her  would  be  a  repu- 
'  tation  and  fecurity  to  herfelf :  for  if 
'  we  rakes  attempt  a  married  lady,  our 
f  firft  encouragement,  exclufive  of  our 

*  own  vanity,  arifes  from  the  indifferent 
'  opinion,  flight,  or  contempt,  fhe  ex- 

*  prefles  of  her  hufband. 

*  I  fliould  expect,  therefore,  that  flie 
'  fliould  draw  a  kind  veil  over  my  faults; 

*  that  fuch  as  fhe  could  not  hide,  fhe 
'  would  extenuate;  that  fhe  would  place 
'  my  better  actions  in  an  advantageous 
'  light,  and  fliew  that  I  had  her  good 
4  opinion,  atleaft,  whatever  liberties  the 
,'  ivor  14  to*k  with  my  character." 

*  She  muft  have  valued  my  frlendsYor 

*  rr;y  fake ;  been  chearful  and  eafy,  whom- 
1  focver  I  had  brought  home  with  me  ; 

*  and,  whatever  faults  me  had  cbferved 

*  in  me,  have  never  blamed  me  before 
'  company  ;  at  leaft,  with  fuch  an  air  of 

lority,  as  fliould  have  fliewn  flie 
'  had  a  better  opinion  of  her  own  jucig- 

*  nicnt  than  mine. 

'  Now,  my  Pamela,  .this  is  but  a  faint 
'  fketch  of  the  condu6l  I  muft  have  ex- 
'  peeled  from  my  wife,  let  her  quality 

*  have  btiTt  v.  h^t  it  \vould ;  or  have  lived 
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with  her  on  bad  terms.  Judge,  then, 
if  to  me  a  lady  of  the  modifh  tafte 
could  have  b*en  tolerable. 
*  The  perverfenefs  and  contradiction 
I  have  too  often  feen,  in  feme  of  my 
vifits,  even  among  p«eple  of  fenfe,  as 
well  as  condition,  had  prejudiced  me 
to  the  married  ftate ;  and,  as  I  knew  I 
could  not  bear  it,  furely  I  was  in  the 
right  to  decline  it:  and  you  fee,  my  dear, 
that  I  have  not  gone  among  this  clafs 
of  people  fora  wife;  nor  know  I,  in- 
deed, where,  in  any  clafs,  I  could  have 
fought  one,  or  had  one  fuitable  to  my 
mind,  if  not  you  :  for  here  is  my  mis- 
fortune; I  could  not  have  been  con- 
tented to  have  been  but  moderately  hap- 
Py  in  a  wife. 

'  Judge  you,  from  all  this,  if  I  could 
very  well  bear  that  you  fliould  think 
.yourfelf  fo  well  fecnred  of  my  affection, 
that  you  could  take  the  faults  of  others 
upon  yourfelf ;  and,  by  a  iuppoied  fu- 
pererogatory  merit,  think  your  inter- 
pofition  fufficient  to  atone  for  the  faults 
of  others. 

'  Yet  am  I  not  perfect  myfelf :  no,  I 
am  greatly  imperfect.  Yet  will  I  not 
allow,  that  my  imperfections  mall  ex- 
cufe  thole  of  my  wife,  or  make  her 
think  I  ought  to  bear  faults  in  her, 
that  me  can  rectify,  becaufe  me  bears 
greater  from  me. 

'  Upon  the  whole,  I  may  expect,  that 
you  will  bear  with  me,  and  ftudy  my 
temper,  till,  and  only  till,  you  fee  I 
am  capable  of  returning  ihfult  for  ob- 
ligation ;  and  till  you  think,  that  I 
fhall  be  of  a  gentler  deportment,  if  J 
am  roughly  tifed,  than  otherwife.  One 
thing  more  I  will  a-dd,  that  I  mould 
fcorn  myfelf,  if  there  was  one  privilege 
of  your  fex,  that  a  princefs  might  ex- 
peel:,  as  mywif'e,  to  be  indulged  in, 
that  I  would  not  allow  to  my  Pamela : 
for  you  are  the  wife  of  my  aireclions  ; 
I  never  wifhed  for  one  before  you,  ccr 
ever  do  I  hope  to  have  another. * 
'  I  hope,  Sir,'  laid  I,  '  my  future 
conduct — '  '  Pardon  me,'  faid  he, 
my  dear,  for  interrupting  you  ;  but  it 
is  to  a  flu  re  you,  that  I  am  "fo  tvell  con- 
vinced of  your  aiFecYionate  regard  for 
me,  that  I  know  I  might  have  fp;mvd 
the  greateftpart  of  what  I  have  laid  : 
and  indeed,  it  rriuft  be  very  bad  ibr 
both  of  us,  if  I  fliould  have  realon  to 
think  it  neceJJ'ary  to  fay  fo  much.  But 
one  thing  has  brought  on  another ;  anc!" 
4  I  have  rather  fpoken  what  my 


has  made  me  obferw  in  other  famines,, 
than  what  I  fear  in  my  own.     And 
therefore,  let  me  afftire  you,  I  am  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  with  your  conducl hi- 
therto.    You  mall  have  no  occalion  to 
repent  it :  and  you  fliall  find,  though 
greatly  imperfect,  and  paffionate,  on, 
particular  provocations  (\vhich  yet  I 
will  tiy  to  overcome)  that  you  have  not 
a  brutal  or  ungenerous  huffoano,  who 
is  capable  of  offering  infult  for  con- 
defcenfion,  or  returning  evil  for  good,* 
I  thanked  him  for  thefe  kind  rules-, 
and  generous  afiurances ;    and  affured 
him,  that  they  had  made  fo  much  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind,  that  thefe,  and  his 
moft  agreeable  injunctions  before  given, 
me,  and  fuch  as  he  fhould  hereafter  be 
pleafed  to  give  me,    mould  be  fb  many 
rules  for  my  future  behaviour. 

And  I  am  glad  of  the  method  I  have 
taken  of  making  a  journal  of  all  that 
pafles  in  thefe  firft  ftages  of  my  happinefs, 
"becaufe  it  will  link  the  impreflion  fall 
deeper;  and  I  fliall  have  recourfe  to  them 
for  my  better  regulation,  as  often  as  I 
mall  miftruft  my  memory. 

Let  me  fee :  what  are  the  rules  I  am 
to  obferve  from  this  awful  left-are  ?  why 
thefe: 

1.  That  I  muft  not,  when  he  is  in  great 
wrath  with  any-body,  break  in  upon, 
him  without  his  leave. — Well,  Til  rt- 
•rnember  it,   I  warrant.     But  yet  £ 
think  this  rule  is  almcjl  -peculiar  to 
timfelf. 

2.  That  I  muft  think  his  difpleafure  the 
heavieft  thing  that  can  befal  me.     T» 
be  fur  e  If/mil. 

3 .  And  fo  that  I  muft  not  wifh  to  incur 
it,  to  fave  any-body  elfe.     rilbe  fur- 
ther if  I  do. 

4.  That  I  muft  never  make  a  compliment 
to  any-body  at  his  expence. 

5.  That  I  muft  not  be  guilty  of  any  a67* 
of  wilful  mcannefs.     There  is  a  great 
deal  meant  in  this;  and  Vll  endeavour 
to  obfe rve  it  all.     Tobefure,  the  oc- 

.  cctjion  on  --which  he  mentions  this,  ex- 
plain:, it ;  that  I  muft  fay  nothing,, 
though  in  anger,  that  is  fpiteful  or 

*  malicious  ;  that  is  difrefpe&ful  orui*. 
dutiful,  and  fuch -like. 

6.  That  I  muft  bear  with  him, even  when 
I  find  him  in  the  wrong.     This  is  a 
litth  hard,  as  the  cafe  may  be  ! 

I  wonder  whether  poor  Mifs  Sally 
Godfrey  be  living  or  dead ! 

7.  That  I  muft  be  as  flexible  as  the  -eed 
ija  th»  fable,  left,  by  refifting  the  tem- 
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peft,  like  the  oak,  t  be  torn  up  by  the 
roots.  Well,  Til  do  the  heft  I  can ! 
There  is  no  great  likelihood,  I  hope, 
that  1/hould  be  too  perve>'je;yet,fure, 
the  tempeft  will  nor  lay  me  quite  level 
fwith  the  ground,  neither. 

8.  That  the  education  of  young  people 
of  condition  is  generally  wrong.  Me- 
morandum, 'That  if  any  part  of  chil- 
dren's education  fall  to  my  lot,  I  never 
indulge  and  humour  them  in  things  that 
ihey  ought  to  be  reft  rained  in. 

g.  That  I  accuftom  them  to  bear  difap- 
pointments  and  controul. 

10.  That  I  fuffer  them  not  to  be  too 
much  indulged  in  their  infancy. 

n.  Nor  at  fchool. 

32.  Nor  fpoil  them  when  they  come  home. 

13.  For  that  children  generally  extend 

their  perverfeneis  from  the  nurfe  to  the 

fchoolmafter ;  from  the  fchoolmalter 

to  the  parents : 
34.  And,  in  their  next  flep,  as  a  proper 

punifliment  for  all,  make  their  own- 

lelves  unhappy. 

15.  That  undutiful  and  perverfe  chil- 
dren make  bad  hufbands  and  wives : 
and,  collaterally,   bad  majlers   and 
mijlreffes. 

16.  That,  not  being  fubjecl:  to  be  con- 
trouled  early,  they  cannot,  when  mar- 
ried, bear  one  another. 

ji?.  That  the  fault  lying  deep,  and  in 
the  minds  of  each  other,  neither  will 
mend  it. 

38.  Whence  follow  mifunderftar.ding;, 
quarrels,  appeals,  ineffectual  reconci- 
liations, feparations, elopements,  or,  at 
beft,  indifference;  perhaps,  averfion.— 
Memorandum,  A  good  image  of  un- 
happy wedlock,  in  the  words  YAWN- 
ING HUSBAND,  and  VAPOURISH 
WIFE,  when  together;  but  feparate, 
both  quite  alive. 

19.  Few  married  perfons  behave  as  he 
likes.— Let  me  ponder  this  with  awe 
and  improvement. 

20.  Some  gentlemen  can   compromife 
with  their  wives  for  quietnefs  fake ; 
but  he  can't — Indeed  I  believe  that's 
true  j  /  don't  defire  hejhould. 

1 1 .  That  love  before  marriage  is  abfo- 
luteiy  neceffary. 

2,2.  That  there  are  fewer  inftances  of 
men's  than  women's  loving  better  after 
marriage — But  why  fo?  I  wifo  he 
bad  given  his  reafons  for  this  •  I 
fancy  they  would  not  have  been  to  the 
Advantage  of  his  own  fix. 


23.  That  a  woman  give  her  hufbaml 
reafon  to  think  me  prefers  him  before 
all  men.     Well,  to  befure,  this  Jbould 
be  jo. 

24.  That  if  me  would  overcome,  it  muft 
be  by  fweetnefs   and   complaifance  5 
that  is,  by  yielding,  he  means ,  no  doubt. 

25.  Yet  not  uicii  u  ilavifh  one  neither, 
as  fhouid  rather  feem  the  effect  of  her 
infeaiibility,  than  judgment  or  affec- 
tion. 

26.  That  the  words  COMMAND   and 
OBEY  mall  be  blotted  out  of  ins  voca- 
bulary.    Very  good  ! 

ij.  That  a  man  ihould  defire  nothing  of 
his  wife,but  what  isfignificant,  reafbn- 
able,  juft.  To  be  fur e,  that  is  right* 

28.  But  then,  that  fhe  muft  not  mew 
reluctance,  uneifir.efs,  or  doubt,   to 
oblige  him ;   and  that  too  at  half  a 
word;  and  mult  not  he  bid  twice  to  do 
one  thing. — But  may  not  there  be  fume 
occajlons,  where  this  may  be  a  little 
difpenfcd  with?  but  he  fays  after- 
ivards,  indeed, 

29.  That  this  muft  be  only  whilehe  took 
care  to  make  her  compliance  reafonable 
and  confiltent  with  her  free  agency,  in 
points  that  ought  to  be  allowed  her.— - 
Come,  this  is  pretty  well,  conjidering* 

30.  That  if  the  hufband  be  fet  upon  a 
wrong  thing,  flic  mufl  not  difpute  with 
him,  but  do  it,  and  expoftuiate  after- 
wards.— Good  Sirs  I    I  don't    know 
'what  to  fay  to  this  !—It  looks  a  little 
hard,  melh'mks I — This  would  hear  a 
fmart  debate,  I  fancy,  in  a  parlia- 


ment of '-women. — But  then  he  fays, 
31 .  Suppofing  they  are  only  frr.all  points 
that  are  in  difpute — Well,  this  mends 


a  little.     For,  fraall  points,  /  think 
Jhould  not  be  jlood  upon. 

32.  That  •'  .  quarrels   among 
friends,  and  wives  and  hujbands  are, 
orj?jouldbe,jrietids,arife  from  fmali 
matters. — /  believe  this  is  very  true^ 

for  I  had  like  to  have  had  anger  here* 
when  I  intended  very  well. 

33.  That  a  wife 'mould  not  defire  to 
convince  her  hufband  for  CONTRA- 
DICTION fake,  but  for  HIS   OWN. 
As  both  will  find  their  account  in  this, 
if  one  docs,  I  believe,  "tis  very  juft. 

34..  That  in  all  companies  a  wife  muft 
mew  reipeft  and  love  to  her  hufband. 

3  5 .  And  this  for  the  fake  of  her  own  re- 
piit-Ationandlecuriiy  ;  for, 

36.  That  rakes  cannot  have  a  greater 

encouragement. to  attempt  a  married 

lady's 
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'lady's  virtue,  than  her  flight  opinion 
of  her  huiband.  To  be  fur  e,  thisjlands 
to  reafon,  and  is  a  fine  teflon. 

37.  That  a  wife  mould  therefore  draw 
a  kind  veil  over  her  hu(band's  faults. 

38.  That  fuch  as  (lie  could  not  conceal, 
(he  mould  extent  ate. 

39.  That  his  virtues  (he  (hould  place  in 
an  advantageous  light ; 

40.  And  (hew  the  world,  that  he  had 
HER  good  opinion  at  leaft. 

41 .  That  (he  mull  value  his  friends  for 
his  fake. 

42.  That  fhe  muft  be  chearful  and  eafy 
in  her  behaviour,  to  whomfoeveV  he 

•     brings  home  with  him. 

43 .  That  whatever  faults  (he  fees  i>i  him, 
(he    never   blame  him  before    com- 
pany : 

44.  At  i^il,  with  fuch  an  air  of  fupe- 
rior  tv,  as  if  (he  had  a  lefs  opinion  of 
hi    judgment,  than  her  own. 

45.  That  a  man  of  nice  obfervation  can- 
not be  contented  to  be  only  n:oderc,te- 
ly  h'ippy  in  a  wife. 

46.  That  a  wife  take  care  how  (he  af- 
cribe  fupererogatbry  merit  to  herfelf  j 
fo  as  to  take  the  faults  of  others  upon 
her. — Indeed^  I  think  it  is  well  if*ive 
can  bear  cur  otvn !      This  is  of  the 
fame  nature   <vuith    the  third :    and 

touches  upon  me,  on  the  prsfent  occa- 
fionfor  this  luhcl^me  lefture. 

47.  That  bis  im.pei ilc'lions  mull  not  be 
a  plea  for  hers.     'To  be  fare,  "tis  no 
matter  ho-~w  good  the  ivomen   are  ; 
but  "'tis  to  be  hoped,  men  will  allow 
a  little.     But,  indeed  he  fays, 

4.S.  That  a  hufband,  who  expels  all 
this,  is  to  be  incapable  of  returning 
inful  t  for  obligation,  or  evil  for  good; 
and  ought  not  to  abridge  her  of  any 
privilege  of  her  fex. 

Well,  my  dear  parents,  I  think  this 
laft  rule  crowns  the  reft,  and  makes  them 
all  very  tolerable ;  and  a  generous  man, 
and  a  man  of  fenfe,  cannot  be  too  much 
obliged.  And,  as  I  have  this  happinefs, 
I  (hall  be  very  unworthy,  if  I  do  not 
always  fo  think,  and  fo  a£l.  . 

Yet,  after  all,  you'll  fee  I  have  not 
the  eafieft  tafk  in  the  world.  But  I  know 
my  own  intentions,  that  I  (Hall  not  wil- 
fully err;  and  fo  fear  the  lefs. 

Not  one  hint  did  he  give,  that  I  durft 
lay  hold  of,  about  poor  Mifs  Sally  God- 
frey. I  wifh  my  lady  had  not  fpoken  of 
it :  for.  it  has  given  me  a  curiofity  that 
\\  not  cjuite  fo  pretty  in  me  j  especially  fo 
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early  in  my 'nuptials,  and  in  a  cafe  fa 
long  ago  paft.  Yet  he  intimated  too,  to 
his  filler,  that  he  had  had  other  faults 
(of  this  fort,  I  fuppofe,)  that  had  not 
come  to  her  knowledge  ' — But,  I  make 
no  doubt,  he  has  feen  his  error,  and  will 
be  very  good  for  the  future.  I  wi(h  it, 
and  pray  it  may  be  fo,  for  his  own  dear 
fake! 


WEDNESDAY  THE   SEVENTH. 

WHEN  I  arofe  in  the  morning, 
I  went  to  wait  on  Lady  Davers, 
feeing  her  door  open  5  and  me  was  in  bed, 
but  awake,  and  talking  to  her  woman, 
I  laid — «  I  hope  I  don't  difturb  your  !a- 
4  dyfhip.' — 'No,  not  at  all,'  laid  me; 
4  I  am  glad  to  fee  you.  How  do  you 
4  do? — Well,'  added  (he,  '  when  do  you 

*  fet  out  for  Bedfordshire  ?'     I  faid — *  I 
(   can't  tell,  Madam;  it  was  dengn'd  r?s 
4  to-day,  but  J  have  heard  no  more  of 
4  it.'  _ 

'  Sit  down,'  faid  fhe,  *  on  the  bed- 
4  fids. — I  find,  by  thjstalk  we  had  yef- 
f  terday  and  laft  night,  you  have  had 
4  but  a  poor  time  of  it,  Pamela  (I  muft 

<  call  you  fo  yet,'  faid  (lie,)  fmce  you 
4  were  brought  to  tiiis  houfe,  tiji  within 
4  thefe  few  days.      And  Mrs.  Jewkea 

*  too  has  given  Beck  iiich  an  account, . 

*  as  makes  me  pity  you/ 

4  Indeed,  Madam/  faid  I,  *  if  your. 
'  ladyfliip  knew  all,  you  would  pity 
'  me;  for  never  poor  creature  was  fcr 
4  hard  put  to  it.  But  I  ought  to  forget  it 
4  all  now,  and  be  thankful.' 

*  Why,'  faid  (lie,  '  as   far  as  I  can 

*  find,   'tis  a  mercy  you  are  here  now,. 

*  I  am  fadly  moved  with  feme  part  off 

*  your  ftory  :  and  you  have  really  made 

*  a  noble  defence,  and  deferve  the  praifes 

*  of  all  our  fex.' 

*  It  was  God  enabled  me,   Madam,* 
replied  I.     *  Why,1  (aid  (lie,  *  'tis  the 

*  more  extraordinary,  becaufe,  I  believe 

*  if  the  truth  was  known,    you  loved 
4  the  wretch  not  a  little.' — *'  \Yhile  my 
«  trials  lafted.  Madam,'  faid  I,  <  I  had 

*  not  a  thought  of  any  tfcng,  but  to  pre- 

*  ferve    my  innocence,     much   lei's    of 
4  love.' 

4  But,  tell  me  truly,'  faid  (he,  «  did 
f  you  net  love  him  all  the  time  ?'•—  *  I  had 

<  always,  Madam,'  aniwered  I,  4  a  great 
4  reverence  for  my  matter,  and  thought 
4  all  his  good  actions  doubly  good;  and 

<  for  his  naughty  ones,  though  I  abhor- 

' 
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*  red  his  attempts  upon  me,  yet  I  could 

*  not  hate  him  ;  and  always  wim'd  him 

*  well  ;  but  I  did  not  know,  that  it  was 

*  love.     Indeed  I  had  not  the  prefuanp- 

*  tion.v 

«  Sweet  girl !'  faid  ftie,  <  that's  pret- 
4  tily  faid  :  but  when  he  found  he  could 

*  not  gain  his  ends,  and  began  to  be  for- 

*  ry  for  your  fufferings,  arid  to  admire 

*  your  virtue,  and  toprofefs  honourable 

*  love  to  you,  what  did  you  think?' 

'  Think!    indeed,     Madam,    I   did 

*  not  know  what  to  think;  I  could  nei- 

*  ther  hope  nor  believe  fo  great  a.n  hq- 
4  nourwouldfall  to  my  lot;  and  Ifear'd 

*  more  from  his  kindnefs,  for  fome  time^ 

*  than  I  had  done  from  his  unkindnefs: 

*  and,  having  had  a  private  intimation, 

*  from  a  kind  friend,  of  a  (ham-mar  - 

*  riage  intended,by  means  of  a  man  who 

*  was  to  perfonate  a  minifter,  it  kept  my 

*  mind  in  too  much  fufpenfe,to  be  greatly 

*  overjoyed  at  his  kind  declaration.* 

Said  (he—'  I  think  he  did  make  t\yo 

*  or  three  attempts  upon  you  in  Bed- 
«  fordfhire?'—'  Yes,  Madam,'  faid  I  ; 
'  he  was  very  naughty,  to  be  fure.' 

*  And  here,   he  prqpofed  articles  to 

*  you,  lunderftand?'— -  *  Yes,  Madam,' 
replied  I ;  *  but  I  abhorr'd  fq  much  the 

*  thoughts  of  being  a  kept  creature,  that 

*  I  rejected  them  with  great   boldnefs ; 
6  and  was  refblv'd  to  die  before  I  would 

*  confentto  them." 

*  He  afterwards  attemptedyou,Ithink: 

*  did  he'not  ?' — '  O  yes,  Madam,'  faid  I, 

*  a  m,o(l  fad  attempt  he  made!  and  I 

*  had  like  to  have  been  loft;  for  Mrs. 

*  Jewkes  was  not  fo  good  as  me  fhoula 

*  have  been.'     And  fo  I  told  her  lady- 
/hip  that  fad  offer,   and  how  I  fell   into 
fit1;;  and  that  they  believing  me  dying, 
forbore.     *  Any  attempts  after  this  bafd 

*  one?'  faidihe. 

«  He  was  not  fo  good  as  he  fiiould 
c  have  been,'  returned  I,  *  once  in  the 
garden,  afterwards  5  but  I  was_/o  watch- 
ful,  and_/0  ready  to  take  the  alarm!' 
f  But,'  "faid  (he,  *  did  he  not  threaten 
you,  at  times,  and  put  on  'his  ftern 
airs,  every  now  and  then?'—4  Threat- 
en, Mad'am' !'  replied  I ;  '  yes  I  ha'4 
enough  of  that ! — I  thought  I  (houkj 
havediedforfear,feveral  times.' — 'How 
could  you  bear  that?'  faid  (he  :  '  for  he 
is  a  moil  daring  and  maieftick  mortal! 
he  has  none  of  your  puny  hearts,  but 
as  courageous  as  a  lion :  and,  boy 
and  man,  never  feared  any- thing— 


I  myfelf.'  fuid  (he,  '  have  a  pretty  good 
fpirit;  but,  when  I  have  made  him 
truly  angry,  I  have  always  been  forced 
to  make  it  up  with  him,  as  well  as  I 
could  :  for,  child,  he  is  not  one  that 
is  eafily  reconciled,  I  alfure  you.' 
'  But  after  he  had  profefled  honoura- 
ble love  to  you,  did  he  never  attempt 
you  again  ?* — '  No,  indeed,  ' Madam i 
he  did  not.  But  he  was  a  good  while 
draggling  with  himfelf,  and  with  his 
pride,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  it,  be- 
fore he  could  (loop  fo  low;  and  con- 
ftder'd,  and  confider'd  again :  and 
once,  upon  my  faying  but  two  or  three 
words,  that  difpleas'd  him,  when  he 
was  very  kind  to  me,  he  turned  me  out 
of  doors,  jn  a  manner,  at  an  hour's 
warning;  for  he  ferit  me  above  a  day's 
journey  towards  my  father's;  and  then 
fent  a  man  and  horfe,  pofl-halle,  to 
fetch  me  back  again;'andhas  been  ex- 
ceedingly kind  and  gracious  to  me  ever 
fince,  and  made  me  happy.' 
'  That  fending  you  away,'  faid  (lie, 
one  hour,  and  fending  after  you  the 
next,  is  exactly  like  my  brother ;  and 
'tis  well  if  he  don't  turn  you  off  twice 
or  thrice  before  a  year  comes  about,  if 
you  vex  him  :  and  he  would  have  done 
the  fame  by  the  firft  lady  in  the  land,  if 
he  had  been  married  to  her.  Yet  has 
he  his  virtues,  as  well  as  his  faults; 
for  he  is  generous,  nay,  he  is  noble  in 
his  fpirit ;  hates  little  dirty  actions  ;  he 
delights  in  doing  good  :  but  does  not 
pafs  over  a  wilful  fault  eafily.  He  is 
wife,  prudent,  fober,  and  magnani- 
mous ;  and  will  not  tell  a  lye,  nor  dif- 
guife  his  faults  ;  but  you  muft  not 
expect  to  have  him  all  to  yourfelf,  I 
doubt. 

'  6ut  I'll  no  more  harp  upon  this 
firing :  you  fee  how  he  was  exafpe- 
rated  at  me  ;  and  he  feemed  tox be  angry 
at  you  too ;  though  fomethingof  it  was, 
art,  I  believe.' 

'  Indeed,  Madam,'  faid  I,  '  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  give  me  a  mod  noble 
lecture;  and  I  find  he  was  angry  with 
me  in  earned,  and  that  it  will  not  be 
an  eafy  tafk  to  behave  unexceptionably 
to  him  :  for  he  is  very  nice  and  deli- 
cate in  his  notions,  I  perceive;  but 
yet,  as  your  ladyihip  fays,  exceeding 
generous.' 

f  Well,'  fays  (he,    «  I  am  glad  thou 

hadfl  a  little  bit  of  his  anger;  elfe  I 

fnould  have  thought  it  art,  and  I  don't 

«  love 
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love  to  be  treated  with  low  art ;  any 
more  than  he ,  and  I  mould  have  been 
vexed  if  he  had  done  it  by  me. 

*  But,  I  underftand,  child,'  fays  fhe, 
that  you  keep  a  journal  of  all  matters 
that  pafs,   and  he  has  feveral  times 
found  means  to  get  at  it :  fhduld  you 
care  I  fhould  fee  it  ?  It  could  not  be  to 
your  difadvahtage ;    for  I  find  it  had 
no  fmall  weight  with  him  in  your  fa- 
vour ;  and  I  Ihould  take  great  pleafure 
to  read  all  his  ftratagems,  attempts, 
contrivances,  menaces,  and  offers  to 
you  on  one  haiid ;   and  all  yoiir  pretty 
counter-plottings,     which   he    much 
praifes,  yourreiblute  refinance,  and  the 
noble  Hand  you  have  made  to  preferve 
your  virtue ;  and  the  fteps  by  which 
his  pride  was  iubdiied,  and  his  mind 
induced  to  honourable  love,  till  you 
were  made  what  you  now  are  :  for  it 
muft  be  a  rare  and  uncommon  ftory : 
and  will  not  only  give  me  great  plea- 
lure  in  reading,  but  will  entirely  re- 
concile  me  to  the  ftep  he  has  taken : 
and  that,   let  me  tell  you,  is  what  I 
never  thought  to  be  5  for  I  had  gone  a 
great  way  in  bringing  about  a  match 

with  him  and  Lady  Betty ••  ; 

and  had  faid  fo  much  of  it,  that  the 
earl,  her  father,  approved  of  it  ;  and  fo 

did  the  Duke  of  ,  her  uncle  j 

and  Lady  Betty  herfelf  was  not  averfe : 
and  now  I  (hall  be  hunted  to  death 
about  it;  and  this  has  made  me  fo 
outrageous  as  you  have  feen  hie  upon 
the  matter.     But  when  I  can  find,  by 
your  writings,  that  your  virtue  is  but 
fuitably  rewarded,  it  will  be  not  only  a 
good  excuie  for  me,  but  for  him,  and 
make  me  love  you/ 

*  There  is  nothing  that  I  would  not 
do,'  faid  I,  *  to  oblige  your  ladyfhip; 
but  my  poor  father  and  mother  (who 
had  rather  have  feen  me  buried  quick 
in  the  earth,  than  to  be  feduced  by  the 
greateft  of  princes)  have  them  in  their 
hands  at  prefent ;  and  your  dear  bro- 
ther  has  befpoken  them,   when  they 
h  live  done  reading  them :  but  if  he  gives 
me  leave,  I  will  ihew  them  to  your  la- 
dyf'hip,  with  all  my  hetirt;  notdoUbt- 
ing  your  generous  allowances,   as  I 
have  had  his ;  though  I  have  treated 
him  very  freely  all  the  way,  while  he 
had  naughty  views;  and  that  your  la- 
d  vfhi  p  would  confider  them  as  the  naked 
l-nthnents  of  my  heart,  tVorn  time  to 
time,  delivered  to  thofe,  whofe  indul- 


'  gence  I  was  fure  of;  and  for  whofe 

*  light  only  they  are  written.' 

'  Give  me  a  kifs  now,'  faid  her  lady- 
fhip,    *  for  your  chearful  compliance  ; 

*  for  I  make  no  doubt  my  brother  will 
c  confent  I  mall  fee  them,  becaufe  they 
e  muft  needs  make  for  jour  honour;  and 

*  I  fee  he  loves  you  better  than  any  one 
(  in  the  world. 

*  I  have  heard,'  continued  her  lady- 
fhip,  '.  a  mighty  good  character  of  your 
'  parents,  as  induftrious,  honeft,  fenfi- 
'  ble,  good  folks,  who  know  the  world  ; 
'  and;  as  I  doubt  not  my  brother's  ge- 
'  nerofity,  I  am  glad  they  will  make  no 

*  ill  figure  in  the  world's  eye.' 

*  Madam,'  faid  I,  f  they  are  the  ho- 

*  nefteft,  the  lovingeft,  and  the  molt  con- 
'  fcientious  couple   breathing.      They 
'  once  lived  creditably  ;  and  brought  UJT» 

*  a  great  family,  of  which  I  am   the 
'  youngeft;  buthad  misfortunes, through 
4  their  doing  beyond  their  power  fortwa 

*  unhappy  brothers,  who  are  both  dead, 
'  and  whofe  debts  they  ftood  bound  for  j 

*  and  fo  became  reduced,  arid,  by  harfh 

*  creditors  (where  moft  of  the  debts  were 
'  not  of  their  own  contracting,)  turned 

*  Out  of  all ;  and  having  without  fuccefs, 

*  tried  to  fet  up  a  little  country-felloe! 
'  (for  my  father  underftood  a  little  of 
'  accounts,and  wrote  a  pretty 'good  hand  ) 
(  forced  to  take  to  hard  labour ;  but  ho- 
'  heft  all  the  time ;  contented ;  never  re- 

*  pining;  and  loving  to  one  another  j 

*  and,  in  the  midft  of  tlieir  poverty  and 
'  dilappointments,  above  all  temptation  ; 
'  and  all  their  fear  was,  that  I  mould  be 
'  wicked,  and  yield  to  temptation,  for 
'  the  fake  of  worldly  riches  -.and  to  God's 

*  grace,  and  their  good  leflbns,  and  thofs 

*  I  imbibed  from  my  dear  good  lady, 
'  your  ladyfhip's  mother,  it  is  that  I  owe 
4  the  urefervation  of  my  innocence,  and 
<  the  happy  ftation  I  am  exalted  to.' 

She  was  pleafed  to  kifs  me  again,  and 
faid — '  There  is  fuch  a  noble  limplicity 

*  in  thy  ftory,  fuch  an  honeft  artlefTnete 

*  in  thy  mind,  and  fuch  a  fweet  humi* 

*  lity  in  thy  deportment,  notwithstanding 
6  thy  preftnt  ftation,  that  I  believe  I  fhalt 

*  be  forced  to  love  thee,'  whether  I  will  or 

*  not :  and  the  fight  of  your  papers,  I  dare 

*  fay5will  crown  the  work;  will  difarm  my 

*  pride,  banifli  my  refentment  on  Lady 

*  Betty's  account,  and  juftify  my  bro- 

*  ther's  conduct ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
'  redound toyour own eveiiaftinghonour, 
'  aswclUstothecreditof  ourfextand  fo 
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4  I  make  no  doubt  but  my  brother  will 

*  let  me  ice  them/ 

*  Woi'den/  faid  my  lady,  *  I  can  fay 

*  any-thing  before  you :  and  you  witi 

*  take  no  notice  of  our  converfation  5  bvt 

*  I  fee  you  are  much  touched  with  it: 

*  did  you  ever  hear  any-thing  prettier, 

*  more  unaffected,  fmccre,  free,  eaiy  ?' 
— *  No,  never,  Madam,1  anfwered  me, 

*  in  my  Hfe;  and  it  is  a  great  pleafure  to 

*  fte  to  happy  a  reconciliation  taking 

*  place,  where  there  is  fo  much  m^rit.1 

I  faid — (  I  have  difcovered  fo  much 

*  prudence  in  Mrs. Worden,  that,  as  well' 
f  for  that,  as  for  the  confidence  your  lady- 

*  thip  places  in  her,  I  have  rr-ade  no  fcruple 
'  of  (peaking  my  mind  freely  before  htr  y 
4  and  of  blaming  my  dear  mafter  while 

*  he  was  blame-worthy,  ?.s  well  as  ac- 

*  knowledginghis tranfcendent goodnefs 

*  to  me  fince;  which,  I  am  fure,  exceeds 
'  all  I  ca-n  ever   defer  ve/ — f  May-be 
'  not,'  faid  my  lady  j  *  I  hope  yotf  II  be 

*  very  happy  in  one  another j  and  I'll 
'  now  rile,  and  tell  him  my  thoughts, 
«  and  aflc  liim  to  let  me  have  the  rcadiug 
'  of  your  papers;  for  I  promife  njyfeff 

*  .much  pleafure  in  them;   and  (hall  not 

*  grudge  a  journey  and  a  .uHk-to-you,  to 

*  the  other  lion fe,  to  fetch  them/ 

*  Your  ladyflup's  favour/  laid  I, i  was 
'  all  I  had  to  wifh  for;  and  if  I  have  that, 

*  and  the  continuance  of  your  dear  bro- 

*  ther's  goodnefs  to  me,  I  fhall  be  eafy 

*  Tinder  whatever  elie  may  happen/ 
And  fo  I  took  my  leave,  and  with- 
drew; and  (he  let  me  hear  her  fay  to  Mrs. 
Worden — *  'Tis  a  charming  creature, 

*  Worden ! — I  know  not  which  excels, 

*  her  perfon/  cr  her  mind! — And  fo 

*  young  a  creature  too  1 — Well  may  my 

*  brother  love  her!1 

I  am  afraid,  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther, I  mall  now  be  too  proud  indeed. 

I  had  once  a  good  mind  to  have  atked 
her  lady  {hip  about  Mifs  Sally  Godfrey; 
but  I  thought  it  was  better  let  alone, 
fmce  me  did  not  mention  it  herfclf .  May  - 
be,  I  (hall  hear  it  too  foon.  But  I  hope 
not : — I  wonder,  though,  whether  me  be 
living  or  dead. 

We  breakfafted  -together  with  great 
good  temper;  aucftoy  lady  was  v«ry  kind, 
.1.1  d,  afldhgmygood  mafter, he  gave  leave 
very  rsci-iily,  (he  ihould  fee  all  my  papers, 
v,-!,en  you  returned  them  to  me;  and  he 
(aid,  he  was  lure,  when  fhe  came  to  read 
them,  fiie  would  fay,  that  I  had  well  cle- 
ievved  the  fortune  I  had  met  vrith;  and 
vrould  be  of  opinion,  that  all  the  kind- 


nefs  of  his  future  life  would  hardly  be  a 
fuffiqent  reward  for  my  virtue,  and  makr 
me  amends  for  my  f  ufterings. 

My  lady  refolving  to  fet  out  the  next 
morning  to  return  to  her  lord,  my  matter 
ordered  every-thing  to  be  made  ready  for 
his  doing  the  like,  to  Bedfordfhire;  and 
this  evening  our  good  neighbours  will 
fup  with  us,  to  take  leave  of  my  lady 
and  us. 


VVED3ESBAY   NIGHT. 

NOTHING  particular  having  pr.ffcd 
at  dinner  or  frpper,  bat  the  moft 
condefcending  goodness,  on  my  lady's 
fide,  to  me;  and  thehigheft  civilities  from 
Mi'.  Peters's  family,  from  Lady  Jcnes,- 
from  Sir  Simon's  family,  &c.  and  reci- 
procal good  wilhes  all  round;  and  a  pro- 
mile  obtained  from  my  benefaclor,  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  pafs  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  in  thefe  parts,  before  the 
winter  let  in  ;  I  (hall  conclude  this  day 
with  obfervihg.  that  I  difpofed  of  the 
money  my  mafter  was  fo  good  to  put 
into  my  hands,  in  the  method  he  was 
plcafed  to-  dirccl;  and  I  gave  Mrs.Jewkes- 
hers  in  fuch  a  manner  as'  highly  pleafed 
her;  and  fhe  withcd  meywith  tears,  all 
kind  of  happineis  ;    and  prayed  me  to 
forgive  her  all  her  palt  wickednefs  tome,- 
as  fhe  herfelf  called  it.     I  begged  leave 
of  my  mailer  to  prcfent  Mrs.  Worden 
with  five  guineas  for  a  pair  of  gloves j 
which  he  faid  was  well  thought  of. 

I  mould  have  mentioned,  that  MiiV 
Darnford  and  I  agreed  upon  a  cone- 
fpondence,  which  will  be  no  fmall  plta- 
fure  to  me;  for  fhe  is  an  admirable  yo>ing 
lady;  whom  I  prefer  to  every  cr.c  I  have 
feen;  and  I  (hall,  I  make  no  doubt,  im- 
prove by  her  letters;  for  ilie  is  laid  to 
have  a  happy  talent  in  writing,  and  ij 
well  read  for  fo  young  a  lady. 


SATURDAY. 


ON  Thurfday  morning  my  lady  fet 
out  for  her  own  feat;  and  my  heft- 
friend  and  I,  attended  by  Mr.  Colbrand, 
Abraham,  and  Thomas,  for  this  dear 
houfe.  Her  lady  (hip  parted  with  her  bro- 
ther and  me  with  great  tendernefs,  and 
made  me  promife  to  fend  her  ray  papers  -y 
which  I  find  fhe  intends  to  entertain  Lady 
Betty  witbra»d  another  lady  or  two,  her 


PAMELA. 


267 


:e«,  as  alfo  her  lord;  and  hopes  to 
*ind,  as  I  believe,  in  the  reading  of  them, 
feme  excufe  for  her  brother's  choice. 

My  deareft  mailer  has  been  all  love 
arid  tender nefs  on  the  road,  as  lie  is  in 
every  place,  and  on  every  occafion.  And 
Oh/ what  a  delightful  change  was  this 
journey,  to  that  which,  ib  contrary  to  all 
my  wifhes,  and  fo  much  to  my  apprehen- 
fions,  carried  me  hence  to  the  Lincoln- 
fhire  houfe !  And  how  did  I  blefs  God 
at  every  turn,  and  at  every  itage  ! 

We  "did  n»t  arrive  here  till  yefterday 
noon.  Abraham  rode  before  to  let  them 
know  we  were  coming.  And  I  had  the 
iatisfaclion  to  find  every  body  there  I 
wifhed  to  fee. 

When  the  chariot  entered  the  court- 
yard, I  was  fo  ftrongiy  impreffed  with  the 
favours  and  mercies  of  God  Almighty, 
on  remembering  how  I  was  fent  away 
the  laft  time  I  faw  this  houfe ;  the  leave 
I  took;  the  dangers  I  had  encountered  ; 
a  poor  caft-off  fervant  girl;  and  now  re- 
turning a  joyful  wife,  and  the  miftrefs 
through  his  favour  of  the  noble  houfe  I 
-was  turned  out  of;  that  I  was  hardly  able 
to  iupport  the  joy  I  felt  in  my  mind  on 
the  occafion.  He  faw  how  much  I  was 
moved,  .and  tenderly  a/ked  me,  why  I 
ieemed  fo  affected  ?  I  told  him,  and  lifted 
his  dear  hand  to  my  lips,  and  laid — '  O 

*  Sir  1  God"s  mercies, and  your  goodnefs 

*  to   me,   on  entering  this    dear,    dear 

*  place,  are  above  my  expreflion;  I  can 
4  hardly  bear  the  thoughts  of  them  !' — 
He  faid — '  Welcome,  thrice  welcome,  joy 

*  of  my  life!  to  yov.r  own  houfe:'  and 
killed  my  hand  in  return*    All  ihe  com- 
mon fervants  ftood  at  the  windows,  as 
unfeen  as  they  could,  toohfcrve  us.    He 
took  rny  hand,  with  the  :noi£  condefcf-nd- 
ing  goo'.lr.efs  in   the  world;    and  with 
great  complaifance,  led  me  into  the  par- 
Jour,  and  kiffed  me  with  the  greatelt  ar- 
dour.    4    Welcome  again,  rny 

'  life,'  faid  .he,  4  a  thcufand  times  wcl- 

*  come  to  the  poiTeflion  ot  a  houfe  that  is 

*  net  more  mine  than  yo> .: 

I  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet;  e  Permit 

*  me,  dear  Sir,  thus  to  blefs  God,  and 
f  thank  you,  for  all  His  mercies  anclj0#r 

*  goodnefs.     O  may  I  ib  behave,  as  not 

*  to  be  utterly  unworthy,  and  then  hew 
4   happy  mail  I  be !' — '  God  give  me,  my 
<   deareft,'  faid  he,  4  life  and  health  to 

*  reward  all  your  fweetnefs  1  and  no  man 
«  can  then  be  fo  bleft  as  I. 

4  Where,'  (faid  he  to  Abraham,  who 
faffed -by  the  door,  i  Mrs, 


4  Jervis!'— She  bolted  in.  «  Here,  good 
4  Sir,'  laid  fhe ;  4  here,  good  Madam, 
4  am  I,  waiting  impatiently,  till  called 
4  for,  to  congratulate  you  both.'  Iran 
to  her,  and  dafned  my  arms  about  her 
neck,  and  killed  her.  4  O  my  dear  Mrs. 
4  Jervis  '.'  faid  I,  4  my  other  dear  mo- 

*  ther!  receive  your  happy,  happy  Pa- 
4  mela ;  and  join  with  me  to  blefs  God, 
4  and  blefs  ourmafter,  for  all  thefe  great 
4  things  r     I  was  ready  to  fink  in  her 
arms  through  excefs  of  joy,  to  fee  the 
dear  good  woman,  who  had  been  fo  often 
a  mournful  witneisof  my  diftrefs,  as  now 
of  my  triumph.     '  DeareftMadam,'  faid 
me,    4  you   do  me  too   much  honour. 
4  Let  my  whole  life  fhew  the  joy  I  take 
4  in  your  deferved  good  fortune,  and  in 
4  my  duty  to  you,  for  the  early  inftance 
4  I  received  of  your  goodnefs  in  your 

*  kind  letter.' — 4  O  Mrs.  Jervis,'  replied 
J,  *  there  all  thanks  are  due,  both  f:  on-i 
4  you   and   me :    for  our  dear  mafter 
4  granted  me  this  blefiing,  as  I   may 
4  juftly  call  it,   the  very  firft  moment  I 
4  begged  it  of  him.' — 4  Your  goodnefs, 
4  Sir,1  faid  fhe, 4  I  will  for  ever  acknow- 
4  leclge ;  and  I  beg  pardon  for  the  wrong 
4  ftep  I  made  in  applying  to  my  Lady 
4  Davers.'     He  was  fo  good  as  to  falute 
her,  and  faid — 4  All's  over  now,  Mrs. 
4  Jervis  j  and  I  fhall  not  remember  you 
4  ever  difobliged  me.     I  always  refpecT:- 
4  ed  you,  and  fhall  now  more  and  more 
4  value  you,  for  the  fake  of  that  dear 

*  good  creature,  that,  with  joy  unfeigned, 

*  I  can  call  my  wife/ — 4  God  blefs  your 

*  honour  for  ever !'  faid  fhe; 4  and  many, 
4  many  happy  years  may  ye  live  toge- 
4  ther,  the  envy  and  wonder  of  all  who 
'  know  yen  ! ' 

4  But  where,'  laid  rny  dear  mafter,  *  i$ 

*  honeft  Longman  ?  and  where  is  Jona- 
4  than  ?' — 4  Come,  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  I, 
4  you  fhall  fhew  me  them,  and  all  the 
4  good  folks,   prcfcntly,  and  let  me  go 
4  up  with  you  to  behold  the  dear  apart  - 
4  raenr,  which  I  have  feen  before  with 

*  fuch  different  emotions  to  what  I  fhall 
4  «owdo/ 

We  went  up;  and  in  every  room,  the 
chamber  I  took  refuge  in,  when  my  ma- 
fter purfued  me,  my  lady's  chamber,  heir 
dreffing-room,  Mrs.  Jervis's  room,  not- 
forgetting  her  ciofet,  my  own  little  bed- 
chamber, tire  green-room,  and  in  each 
of  the  others,  I  bleffed  God  for  my  paft 
efcapes,  and  prefent  happinefs ;  and  the 
good  woman  was  quite  affecled  with  the. 
zeal  and  pkafure  with  which  I  made  my 

thank- 
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^ankful  acknowledgments  to  the  Divine 
goodnefs.  *  O  my  excellent  lady!1  laid 
fhe,  *  you  areftill  the  lame  good,  pious, 

*  humble  foul  I  knew  you;  and  your 

*  marriage  has  added  to  yov.r  graces,  as 
'  I  hope  it  will  to  your  blefiings..' 

'  Dear  Mrs.   Jervis,'    faid   I,  *  you 

*  know  not' what  I  have  gone  through! 

*  You  kr.ovv  r.o'  what  God  has  done  for 
'  me  !  You  know  not  what  a  happy  crea- 

*  ture  I  am  now !    I  have  a  thoufand, 

*  thoufand   things  to  tell  you  ;  and  a 

*  whole  week  will  be  too  little,  every 
'  moment  of  it  fpent  in  relating  to  you 
'  what  has  befallen  me,  to  make  you  ac- 
'  quainted  with  it  all.      We   mail  be 

*  fweetly  happy  together,    I  make  no 

*  doubt.     But  I  charge  you,  my  dear 

*  Mi- ..  Jci'vi.-;,  whatever  you  call  me  be- 
'  fore  ftrangers,  that  when  we  are  by 

*  ourfelves,  you  call  me  nothing  but  your 
'  Pamela.    Forwhatanungratefulcrea- 

*  ture  thould  I  be,  who  have  received  fo 

*  many  mercies,  if  I  attributed  them  not 
'  to  the  Divine  goodneis,  butaiTumed  to 
'  myftjf  infblent  airs  upon  them  !     No, 
'  I  hope  I  mall  be  more  and  more  thank- 

*  ful,  as  I  am  more  and  more  bleit:  and 

*  more  humble,  as  God,  the  author  of 

*  all  my  happinefs,  mall  more  diftinguifh 
«  me/ 

We  went  down  again  to  the  parlour, 
to  my  dear  mafter.     Said    he — '  Call 

*  Longman  in  again  j  he  longs  to  fee 

*  you,    my  dear/        He  came  in  : — 

*  God  bids  you,  my  Ivveet  lady,'  faid 
he;  '  as  now,  Heaven  be  praifed,  I  may 

*  call  you.     Did  I  did  not  tell  you,  Ma- 

*  dam,  that  Providence  would  find  you 

*  out?1 — '  O  Mr.  Longman,1   faid  I, 

*  God  be  praikd  for  all  his  mercies  ! — 

*  I  sm  rejoiced  to  fee  you  /  and  I   luid 
my  hand  on  his,  and  faid-—*  Good  Mr. 

*  Longman,  how  do  you  do? — I  mult 
'  always  value  you  ;  and  you  don'tknow 

*  how  much  of  my  prefent  happinefs  I 

*  owe  to  the  meets  of  paper,  and  pens 
'  and  ink,   you  furnimed  me  with.     I 
'  hope,  my  dear  Sir  and  you  are  quite  re- 

*  conciled.1 — 'Q  Madam,1  faid  he,  *  how 
'  good  you  are ! — Why,  I  cannot  con- 
f  tain  myftlf  for  ioy '/  and  then  he  wiped 
his  eyes,  good  man! 

Said  my  mailer — c  Yes,  I  have  been 

*  tolling  Longman,  that  I  am  obliged 
'  to  him  for  his  ready  return  to  me  5  and 
'  that  I  will  entirely  forget  his  appeal  to 

*  Lady  Dsvers;  ar.d  I  hope  he'll  find 

*  bimfejf  quite  as  eafy  and  happy  as  he 


*  \vifhes. — My  partner  here,  Mr.  Long-  ' 

*  man,   I  dare  promife  you,  will  do  all" 
'  foe  can  to  make  you  fo.' — '  Heaven 

'   blefs  you  both  together,1  faid  he.  *  'Tis 

*  the  pride  of  my  heart  to  fee  this ! — I  re- 

*  turned  with  double  delight,  when  I 
'  heard  the  blefled  hews  j  and  I  am  lure, 
'  Sir,'  faid  he,  £  mark  old  Longman's 
(  words,   God  will  blefs   you  for  this 

*  every  year  more  and  more ! — You  don't 

*  know  how  many  hearts  you  have  made 

4  happy  by  this  generous  deed  !' — *  I  am  . 
4  glad  of  it,1  laid  my  dear  mafter  j  '  I  am 

*  lure  I  have  made  my  ofwn  happy  :  and, 

*  Longman,  though  I  muft  think  you 

*  SOMEBODY,  yet^  as  you  are  not  a 

*  young  man,  and  fo  won't  make  me 
'  jealous,  I  can  allow  you  to  wiih  my 

*  dear  wifr  joy  in  the  tendered  manner.' 
— *  Adad  !  Sir,'  faid  he,  *  I  am  fure  you 
'  rejoice  me  with  your  favour :   'tis  what 

*  I  iong'd  foi4,  but  durft  not  prefume/— 

*  My  dear,'    faid  my  mafter,  *  receive 
'  the  compliment  of  one  of  the  honeftelt 

*  hearts   in  England,    that  always  re- 

*  vered  your  virtues!'    And  the  good 
man  faluted  me  with  great  refpccl,  and 
laid — '  God  in  Heaven  blefs  you  both  P 
and  kneeled  on  one  knee.     '  I  muft  quit 

*  your  prefence  !  indeed  I  mull !'    and 
away  he  went. 

'  Yourgoodnefs,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  knows 

*  no  bounds  :  O  may  my  gratitude  never 

*  rind  any ! '— >-'  I  law,'  faid  my  mailer, 
'  when  the  good  man  approached  you^ 
'  that  he  did   it  with  fo  much  awe  and 
'  love  mingled  together,  that  I  fancied 
'  he  longed  to  falute  my  angel  j   and  I 
'  could  not  but  indulge  his  honelt  heart.* 

<  How  blefVd  am  1 11  faid  I,  andkified 
his  hand. — And  indeed  I  make  nothing 
now  of  kitting  his  dear  hand,  as  if  it  \vas 
my  own ! 

When  honeft  old  Mr.  Jonathan  came 
in  to  attend  at  dinner,  fo  clean,  fo  lleek, 
and  fo  neat,  as  he  always  is,  with  his 
filver  hair,  I  faid—'  Well,  Mr.  Jona- 

*  than,  how  do  you  do?  I  am  glad  to 

'  ice  you.     You  look  as  well  as  ever,  ' 

<  thank  God!1—'  O   dear,    Madam  P 
faid  he,  '  better  than  ever,  to  havefuch 

'  ablefied  light !  God  blefs  you,  and  my  ' 

*  good  mafter  ! — And  I  hope,  Sir,1  laid 
he,  *  you'll  excuie  all  my  paft  failings.' 
— '  Ay,  that  I  will,  Jonathan,' laid  he, 

*  bccaufe  you  never  had  any,  but  what 
'  your  regard  for  my  dear  wife  here  was 

1  the  occalion  ef.     And  now  I  can  teli  ' 
i  you,  you  can  never  err,becaule  you  cun- 

4  n«t 
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f  not  refpeft  her  too  much.' — *O  Sir/ fold 
he,  *  your  honour  is  exceedinggood.  I'm 
«  fure  I  (hall  always  pray  for  you  both," 

After  dinner,  Mr.  Longman  coming 
in,  and  talking  of  ibme  affairs  under  his 
care,  he  fa'id  afterwards— c  All  your 
f  honour's  fervarits  are  now  happy  ;  for 

*  Robert,  who  left  you,  had  a  pretty  lit- 
4  tie  fortune  fallen  to  him,  or  he  never 
«  would  have  quitted  your  fervice.  He  was 

*  here  but  yefterday,  to  enquire  when 
.*  you  and  my  lady  returned  hither }  and 

*  hoped  he  might  have  leave  to  pay  his 
«  duty  to  you  both." — (  Ay,'  laid  my 
mailer,  '  I  mall  be  glad  to  fee  honeft  Ro- 

<  IK;;  for  that's  another  of  your  favou- 
c  rites,  Pamela. — It  was  high  time,  I 
f  think,  I  mould  marry  you,  were  it  but 

<  to  engage  the  refpe&s  of  all  my  family 
'  to  myfelf.' — •'  There  are.  Sir/  faid  I, 
f  ten  thoufand  reafons  why  I  mould  rer 

*  joice  in  your  goodnefs.' 

«  But  I  was  going  to  fay/  faid  Mr. 
Longman,  '  that  all  your  honour's  old 
'  fervants  are  now  happy,  but  one.'— 
f  You  mean  John  Arnold/'faid  my  ma- 
fter.  *  I  do,  indeed,1  faid  he,  *  if  you'll 
'  excufe  me,  Sir.' — '  O/  faid  I, '  I  have 
'  had  my  prayer  for  poor  John  anfwered, 
«  as  favourably  as  I  could  wilh.'— • 

*  Why,'  faid  Mr.  Longman, '  to  be  lure 
f  poor  John  has  a£led  no  very  good  part, 

*  take  it  altogether^  but  he  Ib  much  ho- 
'  noured  you,  Sir — and  fo much  refpected 
'  you,  Madam — -that  he  would  have  been 
f  glad  to  have  been  obedient  to  both  j 
'  and  fo  was  faithful  to.  neither.     But 

*  indeed  the  poor  fellow's  heart's  almoft 

*  broke,  and  he  won't  look  out  for  any 
'  other  place;  and  fays,  he  muft  live  in 
«  your  honour's  fervice,  cr  he  muft  die 
'  wretched  very  ihortly,'  Mrs.  Jervis  was 
there  when    this  was   laid  :  *  Indeed,' 
fays  flie,  *  the  poor  man  has  been  here 

*  every  day  fmce  he  heard  the  tidings 
f  that  have  rejoiced  us  allj  and  he  fays, 

*  he  hopes  he  {hall  yel  be  forgiven.'— 
'  Is  he  in  the  houfe  now  ?'  faid  my  ma- 
tter?    *  He  is,  Sir;  and  was  here  when 
f  your  honour  came  in,  and  played  at 

*  hide-and-feek  to  have  one  look  at  yau 
'  both  when  you  alighted ;  and  was  ready 

*  to  go  out  of  his  wits  for  joy,  when  he 

*  ,fa.w  your  honour  hand  my  lady  in.'— • 

*  Pamela/  faid  my  dear  mafter,  '  you're 
'  to  do  with  John  as  you  pleafe.     You 
f  have  full  power.' — *  Then  pray,  Sir,' 
faid  I,  *  let  poor  John  come  in.' 

:  The  poor  fcllovr  came  in,  with  fomuch 
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confufion,  that  I  have  never  feen  a  coun- 
tenance that  exprefTed  fo  lively  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  his  faults,  aud  mingled  joy 
and  ihame.     *  How  do  you  do,  John  ?* 
faid  I ;  '  I  hope  you  are  very  well ! " — The 
poor  fellow  could  hardly  fpeak,  and  look- 
ed with  awe  upon  my  mailer,  and  plea- 
fure  upon  me.    Said  my  m alter — *  Well, 
John,  there  is  no  room  to  fay  any-thing 
to  a  man  that  has  fo  much  concern  al- 
ready: I  am  told  you  will  ferve  me, 
whether  I  will  or  not;  but  I  turn  you 
over  altogether  to  my  fpoufe  here :  and 
flie  is  to  do  by  you  as  ihe  pleafes.'— • 
You  fee,  John/  faid  I, '  your  good  ma- 
iler's Indulgence.  Well  may  I  forgive, 
that  have  fo  generous  an  example.     I 
was  always  perfuaded  of  your  honeft 
intentions,  if  you  had  known  how  to 
diftinguifh  between  your  duty  to  your 
matter,  and  your  good- will  to  me :  you 
will  now  have  no  more  puzzles  on  that 
account,  from  the  goodnefs  of  your 
dear  mailer.' — '  I  mail  be  but  too  hap- 
py !'  faid  the  poor  man.  'God  blefs  your 
honour! — God  blefs  you,  Madam!— 
I  now  have  the  joy  of  my  foul,  in  ferv- 
ing  you  both  j  and  I  will  make  the  bdt 
of  fervants,  to  my  power.'—'  Well, 
then,  John,'  faid  I,  '  your  wages  will 
go  on,  as  if  you  had  not  left  your  ma- 
tter:— may  I  not  fay  fo,  Sir?'  faid  I. 
Yes,  furely,  my  dear,'  replied  he; '  and 
augment  them  too,  if  you  find  his  duty 
to  you   deferves   it.' — «  A  thoufand 
million  of  thanks/  faid  the  poor  man: 
I  am  very  well  fatisfied,  and  defire  no 
augmentation.'     And  fo  he  withdrew 
overjoyed ;    and  Mrs.  Jervjj  and  Mr. 
Longman  were  highly  pleafed ;  for  though 
they  were  incenfed  againft  him  for  his 
fault  to  me,  when  matters  looked  badly 
for  me,  yet  they,  and  all  his  feliow-fer- 
vants  always  loved  John. 

When  Mr.  Longman  and  Mrs.  Jervis 
had  dined,  they  came  in  again,  to  know 
if  he  had  any  commands;  and  my  dear 
matter,  filling  a  glafs  of  wine,  laid— 

*  Longman,  I  am  going  to  toaft  the  hap- 

*  pieft  and  honefteft  couple  in  England, 

*  my  dear  Pamela's  father  and  mother/ 
— {  Thank  you,  dear  Sir/  faid  I. 

'  I  think/  continued  he,  *  that  little 

*  Kentifh  purchafe  wants  a  manager; 
'  — and  as  it  is  a  little  out  of  your  way, 
'  Longman,  I  have  been  purpofing,  if 
'  I  thought  Mr.  Andrews  would  accept 
'  of  it,  that  helhould  enter  uponHodges's 

*  farm  that  was,  and  fo  manage  for  me 

'  that 
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«  that  whole  little  affair ;   and  we  will 
'  well  ftock  the  farm  for  him,  and  make 

*  it  comfortable;  and  I  think,  if  he  will 
«  take  that  trouble  upon  him,  it  will  be 

*  an  eafe  to  you,  and  a  favour  to  me.* 

*  Your  honour,'  faid'  he,  *  cannot  do 

*  a  better  thing;  and- 1  have  had  fome 

*  inkling  given  me,  that  you  may,  if 
«  you  pleafe,  augment  that  eftate,  by  a 

*  purchafe,  of  equal  amount,  contign- 

*  ous  to  it ;  and  as  you  have  fo  much 

*  money  to  fpare,  I  can't  fee   your  ho- 
'  nour  can  do  better.' — *  Well,'  fuid  he, 
'  let  mehavetheparticulars  another  time, 
.'  and  we  will  confider  about  it. — But, 
*•  my  dear,*  added  he,   *  you'll  mention 
*'  this  to  your  father,  if  you  pleafe/ 

<  I  have  too  much  money,  Longman,* 
continued  he,  '  lies  ufelefs ;  though  upon 
-'  this  occafion,  I  lhall  not  grudge  laying 

*  out  as  much    in  liveries,    and  other 
'  things,   as  if  I  had  married  a  lady  of 

*  a  fortune  equal,  if  poffible,  tomyPa- 

*  mcla's  merit ;  and  I  reckon  you  have 
'  a  good  deal  in  hand.' — 'Yes,  Sir, 'laid 
he,   *  more  than  I  wifh   I  had.     But  I 

*  have  a  mortgage  in  view,  if  you  don't 
«  buy  that  Kentifh  thin^  that  I  believe 

*  will  nnfwer  very  well ;  and  when  mat- 
4  ters  are  riper,   will  mention  it  to  your 

*  honour/ 

'  I  took  with  me,  to  Lincolnshire, Taid 
my  m alter,  *  upwards  cf  fix-  hundred 

*  guineas,and  thought  to  havdaid  moft  of 
<:  them  out  there  (''thank  Gcd,"  thought 
*-  I,  "you  did  not1.**  for  he  ofFer"d  me  five 
hundred  of  them,   you  know:)    '  but  I 

*  have  not  bid  out  above  two  hundred 
«  and  fifty  of  them;  fo  two  hundred  I 
'  left  there  in  my.  cfrritore;  becauil1  I 
'  mall  go  again  for  a  fortnight  or  fc,  be- 
'"  fore  winter:   and  two  hundred  I  have 
«  brought- with  me:  and  I  hare  money, 

*  I  know  not  what,  in  three  places  here; 

*  the  account  of  which  is  in  my  pocket- 

*  book,  in  my  library. 

'  You  have  made  fome  little  prefents, 
'  Pamela,  to  my  fervants  there,  on  our 
«  nuptials;  and  thefe  two  hundred  that 
'  I  have  brought  up,  I  will  put  into  your 
'  difpofal,  that  with  fome  of  them,  you 
<  mail  do  here  as  you  did  there.' 

'  I  am  afhamed,  good  Sir,'  faid  I, 
«  to  befo  coftly,  and  fo  worth  !eiV.' — 
f  Pray,  my  dear,'  replied  he,  '  fay  hot 

*  a  word  of  that.' 

SaidMr.  Longman — 'Why,  Madam, 

*  with  money  in  flocks,    and  one  thing 
*'  or  another,  his  honour  could  buy  half 
«  the  gentlemen  rpund  him.     Uz  wants 


*  not  money,  and  lays  up  every  year. 

*  And  it  would  have  been  pity  but  his 
'  honour  mould  have  wedded  jure  a^  he 
'  has.' — c  Very   true,    Longman,'  faid 
my  m-ier;  and,  pulling  out  his  purfe, 
laid — •'  Tell  out,  my  dear,  two  hundred 
'  guineas,  and  give  me  the  reft.'— I  did 
fo.     <  Now,'  laid  he,  «  take  them  your- 
'  felf,  for  the  purpoies  I  mentioned."  But, 
'  Mr.  Longman,  do  you,beforefuri-fet, 
'  bring  my  dear  girl  fifty  pounds,  which 
'  is  due  to  her  this  clay,  by  my  promife; 
'  and  every  three  months,    from   this 
'  day,  pay  her  fifty  pounds  ;  which  will 
'  be  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ; 
'  and  this  is  for  her  to  lay  out  at  her  own 
'  difcretion,  arid  without  account,    in, 
'  fuch  away  as  mail  derive  a  bleffing  up. 

*  on  us  all :  for  fhe  was  my  mother's 
'  almoner,  and  mall  be  mine,  and  her 
'  own  too.' — '  I'll  go  for  it  this  inftant,* 
faid  Mi-.  Longman. 

When  he  was  gone,  I  look'd  upon  my. 
dear  generous  mafter,  and  on  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis;  and  he  gave  me  a' nod   of  aflfent ; 
and  I  took  twenty  guineas,   and  faid — - 
Dear   Mrs.    Jervis,     accept  of   this, 
which  is  no  more  than  my  generous 
vnafter  ordered  me  to  prefent  to  Mrs. 
•s,  for  a  pair  of  gloves,  on  my 
•  nuptials;  audio  you,  who  are 
much  better  intided  to  them   by  the 
love  I  bear  you,  muft  notrefufc  them." 
Said  (he — '  Mrs.  Jewkes  was  on  the 
fpct,  Madam,   at  the  happy  time.'— 
Yes,'  faid  my  mafter,  (  but  Pamela 
\vould"  have  rejoiced  to  have  had'  you 
there  infteadof  her.' — *  Thatl"mouldt 
Sir,' replied  I, '  or  inftead  of  any-body, 
except  my  own  mother.'     She  grate- 
fully  accepted  them,   and  thanked  MS. 
both  :  but  I  don't  know  what  me  mould 
thank  ins  for ;   for  I  was  not  worth   a 
fourth  of  them  my  felf. 

'  I'd  have  you,  my  dear,"  faid  he,  '  in 
'  fome  handfome  manner,  as  you  know 
?  how,  oblige  I^ongrnan  to  accept  of  the 
'  like  prefent.* 

Mr.  Longman  returned  from  "his  of- . 

fice,  and  brought  me  the  fifty  pounds, 

faying-—'  I  have  entered  this  new  article 

with  great  pleafure  :  "  To  my  Lady  — • — 

"  fifty  pounds  $  To  be  paid  the  fame  fum 

11  'quarterly •." — (  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  l  what 

will  become  of  me  to  be  fo  poor  141  my- 

felf,  and  fo  rich  in  your  bounty  ? — 1£ 

is  a  fhame  to  take  all  that  yourprofufe 

gcpdnels  would  heap  upon  me  thus  : 

but  indted  it  mall  not  be  without  ac- 

ccur.t.'— -'  Make  no  woinis,  my  dear,* 
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{aid  he:  *  are  you  not  my  wife?  and 

*  have  I  not  endowed  you  with  my  goods, 

*  and,  hitherto,  this  is  a  very  frnall  part/ 
*  Mr.  Longman,1  faid  I,  *  and  Mrs. 

*  Jervis,  you  both  fee  how  I  am  even  op- 

*  preffed  with  unreturnable  obligations.' 
»— *  God  blefs  the  donor,  and  the  receiver 

*  too!'  faid  Mr.  Longman; '  I  am  fure 

*  they  will  bring  back  good  intereft;  for, 
'  Madam,    you  had  ever  a  bountiful 

*  heart;  and  I  have  feen  the  pleafure  you 

*  ufed  to  take  to  difpenfe  of  my  late  lady's 

*  alms  and  donations.1 

'  Til  warrant,  Mr.  Longman,'  faid 
I,  '  notwithstanding  you  are  fo  willing 

*  to  have  me  take  large  fums  for  nothing 

*  at  all,   I  mould  affront  you,  if  I  aflc'd 

*  you  to  accept  from  me  a  pair  of  gloves 
c  only,  on  account  of  my  happy  nup- 

*  tials.'     Hefeemed  not  readily  to  know 
how  to  anfwer;  and  my  mafter  faid— 
'  If  Longman  refufe  you,  my  dear,  he 

*  may  be  faid  to  refufe  your  firft  favour.' 
£)n  that  I  put  twenty  guineas  in  his  hand; 
but  he  infifted  upon  it,   that  he  would 
take  but  five.  I  faid — *  I  muft  defire  you 

to  oblige  me,  Mr.  Longman,  or  I  mall 
think  I  have  affronted  you.' — c  Well, 
if  I  miift,'  faid  he,   f  I  know  what  I 
know.'—*  What  is  that,  Mr.  Long- 
man ?'  faid  I. — '  Why,  Madam,'  faid 
ic,  l  I  will  not  lay  it  out  till  my  youn^ 
mafter's  birth-day,  which  I  hope  wiu 
be  within  this  twelvemonth,' 
Not  expelling  any  thing  like  this  from 
the  old  gentleman,  I  looked  at  my  ma- 
fter, and  then  bluflied  fo,  I  could  not  hold 
•up  my  head.    *  Charmingly  faid,  Long- 

*  man !'  faid  my  mafter,  and  clafped  me 
in  his  arms  :  '  O  my  dear  life  !  God  fend 

*  it  may  be  fo  { — You  have  quite  de- 
'  lighted  m«?  Longman  !  though  I  durft 

*  not  have  faid  fuch  a  thing  for  the  world.' 
— *  Madam,'  faid  the  old  gentleman,  « I 

*  beg  your  pardon;  I  hope  no  offence : 

*  but  I'd  fpeak  it  ten  times  in  a  breath  to 

*  have  it  fo,  take  it  how  you  pleafe,   as 
'  long  as  my  good  mafter  takes  itfo  well/ 
— '  Mrs.  Jervis,'  faid  my  mafter,  (  this 

*  is  an  over-nice  dear  creature ;  you  don't 

*  know  what  a  life  I  have  had  with  her, 

*  even  on  this   fide  matrimony.'     Said 
Mrs.  Jervis — *  I  think  Mr.  Longman 

*  lays  very  well ;  I  am  fure  I  mall  hope 

*  for  it  too.' 

Mr.  Longman,  who  had  ftruck  me  of 
a  heap,  withdrawing  foon  after,  my  ma- 
fter faid — «  Why>  my  dear,  you  can't 
f  ieokiij)'  The  u!-j  5,131  laid  nothing 


mocking.'—  el  did  not  expeft  it,  though 

from  him,'  faid  I.     '.I  was  not  aware 

but  of  fome  innocent  pleafantry.'-^ 

Why,  foitwas,'  faid  he,  f  both  inno- 

cent and  pkafant  :  and  I  won't  forgive 

you,  if  you  don't  fay  as  he  fays.    Conic, 

fpeak  before  Mrs.  Jervis/  —  e  May 

every  thing  happen,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  that 

'  will  give  you  delight  '/—  '  That's  my 

'  deareft  loye,'  faid  he,  and  kif&d  me 

with  great  tendernds. 


When  thefervants  had  dined,  Idefired 
to  fee  the  maidens;  and  all  four  came 
up  together.  (  You  are  welcome  home, 
'  Madam,'  faid  Rachel,  *  we  'rejoice  all 

*  to  fee  you  here,  and  more  to  fee  you 
-*  our  lady.'  —  *  O  my  good  old  acquaint-* 
'  ances,'  faid  I,    *  I  joy  to  fee  you  !  — 
'  How  do  you  do,  Rachel  ?  —  How  do  you 
'  all  do  ?'  and  I  took  each  of  them  by  the 
hand,  and  could  have  kiffed  them  .  —  '  For* 
faid  I  to  myfelf,  c  I  kiffed  you  all,  laft  time 

*  I  faw  you,  in  forrow  ;  why  fliould  I  not 

*  kifs  you  all  with  joy  !'  But  I  forbore  in 
honour  of  their  dear  mafter's  prefence. 

They  feemed  quite  transported  with 

me;  and  my  good  mafter  v/?.s  pleafed 

with  the  fcene.     *  See  here,  my  lafles,* 

faid  he,  *  your  miftrefs  !  I  need  not  bid 

you  refpe6l  her;  for  you  always  loved 

her  ;  and  fhe'll  have  it  as  much  in  her 

power  as  inclination  to  be  kind  to  the 

deferving/—  «  Indeed/  faid  I,  'Jfhall 

always  be  a  kind  friend  to  you  ;   and 

your  dear  good  mafter  has  ordered  m<? 

to  give  each  of  you  this,  that  you  may 

rejoice  with  me,  on  my   happinefs.* 

And  fo  I  gave  them  five  guineas  a-piece, 

and  faid  —  (  God  blefs  you  every  one  i 

*  I  am  overjoyed  to  fee  you  !'     And  they 
withdrew  with  the  greateft  gratitude  and 
pleafure,  praying  for  us  both. 

I  turned  to  my  dear  mafter  :  '  'Tis  to 
'  you,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  f  next  to  God, 
'  who  put  it  into  your  generous  heart* 

*  that  all  my  happinefs  is  owing?   That 
'  my  mind  thus  overflows  with  joy  and 

*  gratitude  1'   And  I  would  have  luffed 
his  hand,  but  he  clafped  me  in  his  arms* 
and  faid  —  .*  You  deferve  it,    my  dear: 

*  you  deferve  it  all/     Mrs.  Jervis  came 
in  :  faid  me  —  *  I  have  feen  a  very  af- 
'  feeding  fight  ;  you  have  made  your 
'  maidens  quite  happy,  Madam,  with 
'  your  kindnefs  and  condefceiificn  !    I 

*  faw  them  all  four,  as  I  came  by  the 

*  hall-door,  juft  got  up  from  their  knees, 
f  praifing  and  praying  for  yo\ibc"h  !'•-*• 

M  m  «  Dear 
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«  Dear  good  bodies'.*  faid  I ;  '  and  did 
'  Jane  pray  too?  May  their  prayers*  be 
'  returned  upon  themfelves,  I  fay  !' 

My  matter  fent  for  Jonathan,  and  I' 
held  up  all  the  ringers  of  my  two  hands  5 
and  my  matter  giving  a  nod  of  appro- 
bation as  he  came  in,  I  faid — *  Well, 

*  Mr.  Jonathan,  I  could  not  be  ihtisf  ed 

*  without  feeing  you  in  form,  as  it  were, 
e  and  thanking  you  for  all  your  pad 
<  good-will  to  rr.e.     You'll  accept  of 

*  tb^t  for  a  pair  of  gloves,  on  this  happy 

*  occaficn  ;'  and  I  gave  him  ten  guineas, 
and  tock  ]>is  honeft  hand  between  both 
mine  :  e  God  blcfs  you,'  laid  I,    '  with 
4   your  filver  hairs,   fo.  like  my  dear  fa- 
4  th^r  ! — I  fhall  always  value  fuxh . 

*  okl  fervant  of  the  beft  of  mailers !'  Ke 
faid — 'O    fuch  goodnefs  !    Such    kind 
4  words!  It  is  balm  to  my  heart  1  Biefietl 

;od  I  have  lived  to  this  day!'  and 

Vis  eyes  i'wam  with  tears,  and  he  with- 

1  Mv  dear,'  faidmym?,iter,  *  you 

*  rr.aice   ev/ry  one  happy!" — '  O  Sir,' 
faid  I,  '  'tis  you,  'tis  you  ;  and  let  ray 

*  grateful  heart  always  fpring  to  my  lips, 
6  to  acknowledge  the  bleflings  you -heap 

*  v.ncu  TYVL . 

Then  in  came  Harry,  and  Ifaac,  and 
'Benjamin,  and  tfie  two  grooms  cf  this 
houfe,  and  Arthur  the  gardener  !  for  rny 
c4ear  matter  had  ordered  them  by  Mrs. 
Jervis  thus  to  be  marihall'd  out  ;  and  he 
i  .i'i — l  Where's  John  ?'  Poor  John  was 
vifnamed,  and  did  not  come  in 
Hiniclf  called  for.  I  faid  tothent — 'How 
do  you  do,  my  eld  friends  snd  fellow- 

;  ?  1  am  glad  to  fee  yon  all.' 
My  rnafter  faid — '  I  have  given  you  a 
miitrcfs,  my  hds,  that  is  the  joy  of  my 
heart :  you  fee  her  gcodnefs  and  con- 
defcenfion !  Let  your  refpefts  to  her  be 
but  aniwerable,  and  fhe'li  be  propor- 
tionally as  great  a  blefnng  to  you  all, 
as  me  is  to  me.'  Harry  faid — *  In  the 
names  of  all  your  fervants,  Sir,  I  blefs 
your  honour,  and  your  good  lady'; 
and  it  fhall  be  all  our  ftudies  to  de- 
fcrve  her  ladyfhip's  favour,  as  v . 
your  honour's.*  And  fo  I  gave  every 
e  guineas,  to  rejoice,  as  I  faid,  in 
agpinefii. 

Vn  I  canteto  John,  I  faid — f  I  faw 
before,  Job  .livtellyou, 

*  I  arn  gl-d.  to  fee  you.'     He  faid,  he 
•was  quitcafhameci  and  confounded.  '  O,' 

that's  paiJ, 

, !  -i  o\i '  (Jcai   .';ood  mafter 
.    ,    .  ....... 


*  fully  brought  about  all  tfcefe  thiiign,  bjf 

*  the  very  means  I  once  tfao-uglit  mott 
«  grievous.     Let  us  therefore  look  for- 
'  ward,  and  be  only  alhamed  to  commit 
4  faults  for  the  time  to  come :   for  they 

*  may  not  always  be  attended  with  like 
'  happy  contequences." 

*  Arthur,'  ihid  rny  ma(l«r,  *  I  have 
'  brought  you  a  mrthd's  that  is  a  great 
c  gardener.  She'll  mew  you  anew  way 
c  to  plant  beans  :  and  never  any-body 
1  had  fuch  a  hand  at  improving  a  fun- 

*  flower,  as  me!' — '  O  Sir,  Sir,'  faid  I, 
(hut  yet  a  little  clamed)  t  all  my  improve - 
'  ments  in  every  kind  of  thing  are-owing 
e  to  you,  I  am  lure !'     And  fo  I  think  I 
>vas  even  with  the  dear  man,  and  yet 
appeared  grateful   before  his   fervants. 
They  withdrew,  bleffing  us  both  as  the 
reft  had  done. 

And  then  came  in  the  pofcilion,  and 
two  helpi.Ts  (for  my  matter  has  both  here, 
and  at  Lincclnihire,  fine  hunting  horfes ; 
and  it  is  the  chief  fport  he  takes  delight 
in)  as  r.lib  the  fculiion-boy :   and  I  faid 
How  do  you,  all  of  you  ? — And  how 
doit  do,  Tommy  ?  1  hope  you're  Very 
good.     Here  your  dear  m alter  has  or- 
dered you  fornethinga-pitce,  in  honour 
of  me.'     And  my  mafter  holding  three 
finders  to  n>e,  I  gave  the  poltilion  and 
helpers  three  guineas  each,  and  the  little 
boy  two;  and  bid  him  let  his  poor  mo- 
ther lay  it  out  for  him,  for  he  muft  not 
fpend  it  idly.   Mr.  Colbrancl,  Abraham, 
and  Thomas,  I  had  before  prefented  sc 
t'other  houfe. 

And  when  they  were  all  gone  but  Mrs» 
Jervis,  I  faid — *  And  now,  deareit  Sir, 
permit  me,  on  my  knees,  thus  to  blefs 
you,  and  pi- ay  for  you.     Ar.d  Oh,  may- 
God  crown  you  with  length  cf  days, 
and  iucreafe  cf  honour;  and  may 
happy,  happy  Pamela,  by  her  gratefu-1 
heart,  appear  always  worthy  in 
dear  eyes,  though  ihe  cannot  be  fo  in 
her  own,  nor  in  thofe  of  any  others  !* 
4  Mrs.  Jervis,'  laid  my  mafter,  ' 

/  of  this  fweet  crea- 
ture t  And  when  I  tell  you,  that  the 
ncr  peribn,  all  lovely  as  fha 
is,  bip-d  me  not  fo  ftrongly  to  lu 
the  graces  cf  her  mind  ;  congratulate 
mi-,  that  my  happinefs  is  built  on  fo 
ftable  a  bafis.' — '  Indeed  I  do,  monV 
llncerely,  Sir,'  faid  fhe  :  *  this  >s  a 
happy  day  to  me  !' 

l  into  the  library,  while  he  was 
oiit  lus  kindnefs  for  me  to 


PAMELA* 


273 


Mrs.  Jcrvisj  and  blefsM  God  there, 
on  my  knees,  for  the  difference  I  now 
found  to  what  I  had  once  known  in  it, 
And  when  I  have  done  the  fame  in  the 
fir  ft  fcene  of  my  fears,  the  once  fright- 
ful fummer-houfe,  I  mall  have  gone 
through  moft  of  my  di&refsful  fcenes 
with  gratitude;  but  fhall  never  forbear 
thanking  God  in  my  mind,  for  his  good- 
nefs  to  me  in  every  one.  Mrs.  Jervis, 
I  find,  had  whifpered  him  what  I  had 
done  above,  and  he  law  me  upon  my 
knees,  with  my  hack  towards  him,  un- 
known to  me  5  but  ibftly  put  to  the  door 
.again,  as  he  had  opened  it  a  little  way. 
And  I  faid,  uot  knowing  'he  had  f»en 
me — *  You  have  Come  charming  pictures 
here,  Sir.' — <  Yes,"  laid  he,  '  my  dear 
life,  fo  I  have;  but  none  equal  to  that 
which  your  piety  affords  rne  : — And 
may  the  God  you  delight  to  ferve,  biei's 
more  and  more  my  dear  angel ! ' — l  Sir,' 
faid  I, '  you  are  all  goodhefs!1 — {I  hope,' 
replied  he,  '  after  your  iweet  example,  I 
*  fliall  be  better  and  better/ 

Do  you  think,  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther, there  ever  was  fo  happy  a  creature 
as  I  ?  To  be  lure  it  would  he  vcv 
grateful  to  think  with  uneafmefs,  cr  any 
thing  but  companion,  of  poor  Mifs  Sally 
Godfrey. 

He  ordered  Jonathan  to  let  the  evening 
be  paffed  merrily,  but  v.  laid, 

with  what  every  one  liked,  whether  wine 
or  October. 

He  was  pleafed  afterwards  to  lead  me 
up  flairs,  and  gave  me  poffefHon  of  my 
lady's  drefling-ro^>m  and  cabinet,  and  her 
fine  repeating- watch  and  equipage ;  and, 
in  fliort,  of  a  compkat  fet  of  diamonds, 
that  were  his  good  mother's;  as  alib  of 
the  two  pair  of  diamond  ear-rings,  the 
two  diamond  rings,  and  diamond  neck- 
lace, he  mentioned  in  his  naughty  arti- 
cles, which  her  ladyfhip  had  intended  tor 
prefents  to  Mifs  Tomlins,  a  rich  htirefs, 
that  was  propofed  tor  his  wite,  when  he 
was  juft  come  from  his  travels  ;  but  which 
went  off,  after  all  was  agreed  upon  on 
both  the  friends  iides,  becaufe  he  approv- 
ed not  her  converfation;  and  flit  hud,  as 
he  told  his  mother,  too  mafculine  an  air; 
and  lie  never  could  be  brought  to  fee  her 
.but  once,  though  the  lady  liked  him  very 
well.  He  presented  me  alfo  with  her  lady- 
ftvip's  books,  pictures,  linen,  laces,  &c. 
that  were  in  her  apartments;  and  bid  me 
call  thofe  apartments  mine.  O  give  me, 
py  gooiiGoU,  humility  and  gratitude  1 


SUNDAY  KICHT. 


THIS  day,  as  matters  could  not  re 
ready  for  our  appearance  at  a  better 
place,  we  (laid  at  home;  and  my  dear  m:  - 
irer  employed  himfeif  a  good  deal  in  his 
library:  and  I  have  been  taken  up  pretty 
much,  I  hope,  as  I  ought  to  btf,  in  thank- 
fulneis,  prayer  and  meditation,  in  my 
newly  -pre  fen  ted  clofet:  and  I  hope  God 
will  be  pleafed  to  give  a  blernng  to  me; 
for  I  have  the  pleaiure  to  think  I  am  not 
puffed  up  with  great  alteration;  and  ye! 
am  not  w anting  to  look  upon  all  thele  fa- 
vours and  bleflings  in  the  light  wherein 
I  ought  to  receive  them,  both  at  the  hands 
of  Heaven,  and  my  dear  benefaftor. 

We  dined  together  with  great  pleafure, 
and  I  had,  in  every  word  and  action,  ali 
the  infrances  of  kindnefs  and  affection 
that  the  mcti  indulged  heart  could  wifh. 
He  faid  he  would  return  to  his  cloiet  again; 
and  at  five  o'clock  would  come  and  take 
a  walk  with  me  in  the  garden:  and  fo  re- 
tired as  foon  as  he  had  dined,  and  I  went 
up  to  mine. 

About  fix,  he  was  pleafed  to  come  rp 
teme,  and  faid—'  Now,  my  dear,  I  will 
'  attend  you  for  a  little  walk  in  the  gar- 

*  den ;'  and  I  gave  him  my  hanJ  with 
great  pleafure. 

This  garden  is  much  better  cultivated 
than  the  Lincolnfhire  one;  but  that  i? 
,  and  has  nobler  walks  in  it ;  and 
yet  here  is  a  pretty  canal  in  this,  and  a 
fountain  and  caicade.  We  had  a  deal  of 
fweet  converfation  as  we  walked;  and, 
after  we  had  taken  a  turn  round,  I  bent 
towards  the  little  garden;  and  when  I 
came  near  the  fummer-houfe,  took  the 
opportunity  to  flip  from  him,  and  juit 
whiptup  the  ftens  of  this  once  frightful 
place,  and  kneeled  down,  and  faid — f  I 

*  bie-fs.  thce,   O  God,  for  my  efcapes, 
4  and  for  thy-mercies  !    O  let  me  always 
'  poMefs  a  grateful  humble  heart ! '  and  I 
whipt  down  again  and  joined  him  ;  an4 
he  hardly  milled  me. 

Several  cf  the  neighbouring  gentry 
fen t  their  compliments  to  him  on  his  re- 
turn, but  r.ot  a  word  about  his  marriage j 
particularly  Mr.  Arthur,  Mr.  Towers, 
Mr,  Brocks,  ar.d  Mr.  Martin  of  the 
Grove. 

MONDAY. 

I  Had  a  good  deal  of  employment  in 
choofing  patterns  for  my  new  cloaths. 
He  tho'.ighr  nothing  too  good ;  but   I 
$d  m  3,  UK 
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thought  every  thing  I  faw  was  ;  and  he 
was  fo  kind  to  pick  out  fix  of  therichell, 
for  me  to  choofe  three  fuits  out  of,  faying 
we  would  furniih  ourfelves  with  more  in 
town,  when  we  went  thither.  One  was 
white  flowered  with  filver  moft  richly ; 
and  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  as  I  was 
a  bride,  I  fhould  make  my  appearance  in 
that  the  following  Sunday.  And  fo  we 
fliall  have  in  two  or  three  days,  from  fe- 
yeral  places,  nothing  but  mantua-makers 
ancl  taylors  at  work.  Biefsme!  what  a 
chargeable,  and  what  a  worthlefs  hufley 
I  am,  to  the  dear  gentleman ! — But  his 
fortune  and  ftation  require  a  great  deal 
of  it  j  and  his  value  for  me  will  not  let 
him  do  lefs,  than  if  he  had  married  a 
fortune  equal  to  hi*  own  ;  and  then,  as 
he  fays,  it  would  be  a  reflection  upon 
'him,  if  he  did.-— And  fo  I  doubt  it  will 
be,  as  it  is :  for  either  wa"y,  the  world 
.will  have  fomething  to  fay .  He  made  me 
alfo  choofe  fome  very  fine  laces,  and 
linen;  and  has  tent  a  meftage  on  purpofe, 
with  his  orders,  to  haften  all  down  5  what 
can  be  done  in  town,  as  the  millinery 
matters,  &c,  to  be  completed  there,  and 
fent  by  particular  rneiTengers,  as  done. 
All  to  be  here,  and  finifhed  by  Saturday 
afternoon,  without  fail. 

I  fend  away  John  this  morning,  with 
fome  more  of  my  papers  to  you,  and  with 
the  few  he  will  give  you  feparate.  My 
defire  is,  that  you  will  fend  me  all  the 
papers  you  have  done  with,  that  I  may 
keep  my  word  with  Lady  Davers;  to  beg 
•the  continuance  of  your  prayers  and  blef- 
fmgs;  to  hope  you  will  give  me  your  an- 
fv/er  about  my  dear  benefa&pr's  propo- 
fal  of  the  Kentifh  farm  ;  to  beg  you  to 
buy  two  i\:  its  of  cloaths,  each,  of  thefinell 
cloth,  for  vou  my  clear  father,  and  of  a 
creditable  fuk  for  my  dear  mother;  and 
good  linen,  and  every  thing  anfwer- 
able;  and  that  you  will,  as  my  beft 'friend 
bid  hie  fay,  let  us  fee  you  here  as  foon  as 
pofTible ;  and  he  will  have  his  chariot 
come  for  you,  when  you  tell  John  the 
day.  Oh  !  how  I  long  to  fee  you  both, 
<r  good  parents,  and  to  (hare  \\iih 
you  my  felicities  f 

You' will  have,  I'm  fare,  the  gcodnefs 
to  go  to  ait  your -creditors,  which  are 
chiefly  tliofe  of  my  poor  unhappy' bro- 
thers, and  get  an  accouut  of  ail  you  are 
bound  forj  and  every  one  fhall  be  paid 
to  the  utmoft  farthing,  and  iri-tereft  be- 
fidt-s,  though  fome  of  them  have  been 
very  cruel  and  unrelenting — £ut  they  are 


all  entitled  to  their  own,  and  /hall  be| 
thankfully  paid. 

Now  I  think  of  it,  John  fhall  take  my 
papers  down  to  this  place;  that  you  may- 
have  fomething  to  amufe  you  of  your 
dear  child's  intlead  of  thofe  you  part 
with:  and  I  will  continue  writing  till  I 
am  fettled,  and  you  are  determined;  and 
then  I  fhall  apply  tnyfelf  to  the  duties  of 
the  family,  in  order  to  become  as  ufeful 
to  my  dear  benefactor,  as  my  fmall  abi- 
lities will  let  me. 

Jf  you  think  a  couple  of  guineas  wilj 
be  of  ufe  to  Mrs.  Mumford,  who  I  doubt 
has  not  much  aforehand,  pray  give  them 
to  her,  from  me  (and  I  will  return  them 
to  you,)  as  for  a  pair  of  gloves  on  my 
nuptials:  and  look  through  your  poor 
acquaintance  and  neighbours,  and  let  me 
have  a  Uft  of  fuch  honeft  induftrious, 
poor,  as  may  be  true  objects  of  charity, 
and  have  no  other  afiiftance ;  particularly 
fuch  as  are  blind,  lame,  or  fickly;  with 
their  feveral  cafes;  and  alfo  fuch  poor  fa- 
milies and  houfekeepers  as  are  reduced 
by  misfortunes,  as  ours  was,  and  where 
a  great  number  of  children  may  keep 
them  from  riling  to  a  ftate  of  tolerable 
comfort:  and  I  will  choofe  as  weU  as  I 
can;  for  I  long  to  be  making  a  begin- 
ning, with  the  kind  quarterly  benevolence 
my  dear  good  benefactor  has  beftowed 
upon  me  fcr  fuch  good  purpofes. 

I  am  refolved  to  keep  account  of  all 
thefe  matters,  and  Mr.  Longman  has 
already  furrifhed  me  with  a  vellum-book 
of  white-paper ;  fome  fides  of  which  I 
hope  foon  to  fill  with  the  names  of  proper 
objecls:  and  though  my  dear  mafter  has 
given  me  all  this  without  account,  yet 
mail  he  fee  (but  nobody  elfe)  how  I  lay  it 
out,  from  q'u alter  to  quarter;  and  I  will 
if  any  be  left,  carry  it  on,  like  an  acr 
cpmptant,  to  the  next  quarter,  and  ftrike 
a  balance  four  times  a  year,  and  a  gene- 
ral balance  at  every  year's  end.  And  I 
have  written  in  it  bumble  RETUJiNS/cr 
DIVINE  MERCIES;  and  locked itup  faie 
in  my  newiy-preiented  cabinet. 

I  intend  to  Jet  Lady  Davers  fee  no  far- 
ther of  my  papers,  than  to  her  own  angry- 
letter  to  her  brother;  for  I  would  not  have 
her  fee  my'  reflections  upon  it;  and  fhe'll 
know,  down  to  that  place,  all  that's  ne- 
cefiary  for  her  curiofity,  as  to  my  fuffer- 
ings,  and  the  ftratagems  ufed  againft  me, 
and  thehonert  parti  have  been  enabled  to 
act:  and  I  hope,  when  (he  has  read  them 
all,  fh'i  will  be  (juite  reconciled^  fcr  fhe 
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Vill  fee  it  Is  all  God  Almighty's  doings; 
and  that  a  gentleman  of  his  parts  and 
knowledge  was  not  to  be  drawn  in  by 
fuch.  a  poor  young  body  as  me. 

I  will  detain  John  no  longer.  He  will 
tell  you  to  read  this  laft  part  firft,  and 
while  he  (lays.  And  fo,  with  my  humble 
duty  to  you  both,  and  my  dear  Mr.  B.  's 
kind  remembrance,  I  rtft.  your  ever- 
dutiful  and  gratefully  happy  daughter. 


THURSDAY  EVENING. 

HONOURED  FATHER  AND  MOTHER* 

I  Will  now  proceed  with  my  journal. 
OnTuei'day  morning,  my  dear  Sir 
rode  out, and  brought  with  him  to  dinner 
Mr.  Martin  of  the  Grove,  and  Mr.  Ar- 
thur, and  Mr.  Brooks,  and  one  Mr. 
Chambers ;  and  he  flept  up  to  me,  and 
faid  he  had  rode  out  too  far  to  return  to 
breakfart;  but  he  had  brought  with  him 
feme  of  his  old  acquaintance,  to  dine 
with  mei  '  Are  you  forry  for  it,  Pamela?' 
faid  he.  I  remembered  his  leifons,  and 
faid — «  No,  fure,  Sir;  I  cannot  be  angry 

*  at  any  thing  you  are  pleafed  to  do/ 
Said  he — '  You  know  Mr.  Martin's  cha- 

*  racier,  and  have  feverely  cenfured  him 
'  iu  one  of  your  letters,  as  one  of  my 
f  brother  rakes,  and  for  his  three  lyings  - 

•'  in.* 

He  then  gave  me  the  following  account, 
liow  he  came  to  bring  them.  Said  he — 

*  I  met  them  all  at  Mr.  Arthur's}  and 
'  his  lady  alked  me,  if  I  was  really  mar- 
<  ried?  I  faid— "  Yes,  really:'— -"And 
"  to  whom  ?"  faid  Mr.  Martin.  "  Why,1' 

*  replied  I  bluntly,  "  to  my  mother's 
4  waiting-maid.1''    They  could  not  tell 

*  what  to  fay  to  me  hereupon,  and  look- 
4  ed  one  upon  another.     And  I  faw,  I 

*  had  fpoiled  a  jell,  from  each.     Mrs. 

I  Arthur  raid — u  You  have  indeed,  Sir, 
"  a  charming  creature,  as  ever  I  law; 
*'  and   me  has  mighty  good  luck." — 
"  Ay,"  faid  I,  "  and  fo  have  I.    But  I 
"  fhail  fay  the  lefs,  becaufe  a  man  never 

II  did  any -thing  of  this  nature,  that  he 
"  did  not  think  he  ought,  if  it  were  but 
"  in  policy,  to  make  the  belt  of  it." — 
41  Nay,"  faid  Mr.  Arthur,  "if  you  have 
"  finned,  it  is  with  your  eyes"open;  for 
"  you  know  the  world  as  well  as  any 
tl  gentleman  of  your  years  in  it." 

"  Why,  really,  gentlemen,"  faid  I, 
f  I  fhould  be  glad  to  pleafe  all  my 
*'•  friend: ;  but  I  can't  expecl,  till  they 


t{  know  my  motives  and  inducements 
"  that  it  will  be  fo  immediately.  But 
"  I  do  a  flu  re  you,  I  am  exceedingly 
"  pleafed  myfelf;  and  that,  you  know, 
"  is  moll  to  the  purpofe." 

«  Said  Mr.  Brooks— "  I  have  heard 
"  my  wife  praife  your  fpoufe  that  is,  fo 
"  much  for  perfon  and  beauty,  that  I 
"  wanted  to  fee  her  of  all  things."— 
"  Why,"  replied  I,  "  if  you'll  all  go 
"  and  lake  a  dinner  with  me,  you  fhail 
"  fee  her  with  all  my  heart. — And,Mrs. 
"  Anhur,  will  you  beams  company?** 
"  No,  indeed,  Sir,"  faid  fhe.  <«  What, 
f(  I'll  warrant,  my  nuife  will  not  be  able 
"  to  reconcile  you  to  my  mother's  rjua.it- 
"  ing-maid ;  is  not  that  it  ?  Tell  truth, 
"  Mrs.  Arthur."—"  Nay,"   faid  me, 
"  I  man't  be   backward  to  pay  your 
"  fpoufe  a  vifit,  in  company  of  the  neigh- 
"  bouring  ladies  ;  but  for  one  fingle  wo- 
* '  man  to  go,  on  fuch  a  fudden  motion 
too,  with  fo  many  gentlemen,  is  not 
right. — But  that  need  not  hinder  you, 
gentlemen."     So,'  laid  he,  l  the  re  it 
lent,  that  they  mould  not  dine  at  homej 
and  they  and  Mr.  Chambers,  a  gen- 
tleman lately  fettled  in  thefe  p;<rts,  one 
and  all  came  with  me  ;  aiidfo,mydear/ 
concluded  he,  '  when  you  make  your  ap- 
pearance next  Sunday,  you're  furc  of 
a  party  in  your  favour ;  for  all  that  ie« 
you  mult  elleem  you/ 
He  went  to  them ;  and  when  I  came 
down  to  dinner,  he  was  pleafed  to  take 
me  by  the  hand,  at  my  entrance  into  the 
parlour,  and  fuid — *  My  dear,  I  have 

*  brought  feme  of  my  good  neighbours 
'  to  dine  with  you.'    I  faid — '  You  are 

*  very  good,  Sir.' — '  My  dear,  this  gen- 

*  tleman  is  Mr.  Chambers  j1  and  fo  he 
prciented  every  one  to  me ;    and  they 
fainted  me,  and  wimed  us  both  joy. 

'  I  for  my  part,'  faid  Mr.  Brooks, 
'  wUh  you  joy  mod  heartily.    My  wife 

*  told  me  a  good  deal  of  the  beauties  of 

*  your  perfon ;  but  I  did  not  think  we 

*  had  fuch  a  flower  in  our  country.'— 

*  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  your  lady  is  very  partial 

*  to  me ;  and  you  ate  fo  polite  a  gentle- 
'  man,  that  you  will  not  -contradict  your 

*  good  lady.' 

*  I'll  affure you, Madam,'  returned  he, 

*  you  have  not  hit  the  matter  at  all ;  for 
'  we  contradict   one  another  twice  or 
'  thrice  a  day.     Bat  the  devil's  in't  if 
'  we  are  not  agreed  in  fo  clear  a  cafe  P 

Said  Mr.  Martin — *  Mr.  Brooks  fays 

*  very  true,  Madam,  in  both  refpe£ts 

is  wife's  and  his  own  contra - 
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di&ion  to  one  another,  as  well  as  in  my 
favour)  ;  *  for?  added  he,  '  they  have 
'  been  married  fome  years.' 

As  I  had  not  the  beft  opinion  of  this 
gentleman,  nor  his  jeft,  I  laid  —  *  I  am 

*  almoft  forry,  Sir,  for  the  gentleman's 
'  jeft,  upon  himfelf  and  his  lady;  but  I 

*  think  it  fhould  have  relieved  him  from 
'  a  greater  jeft,  your  pltafant  confirma- 

*  tion  of  it—  But  ftill  the  reafon  you  give 

*  that  it  may  be  fo,  I  hope,  is  the  reafon 
'  that  may  be  given  that  it  is  not  fo  ;—  . 
?  to  wit,  that  they  have  been  married  fome 
'  years.1 

Said  Mr.  Arthur  —  c  Mr.  Martin,  I 

*  think  the  lady  has  very  handfcmely  re- 
'  proved  you/  —  '  I  think  fo  too,'  faid 
Mr.  Chambers.;  *  and  it  was  but  a  very 

*  indifferent    compliment  to   a   bride.' 
Said  Mr.  Martin  —  '  Compliment  or  not, 

*  gentlemen,  I  have  ricverfeen  a  matri- 

*  mony  of  any  time  {landing,  that  it  was 
'  not  fo,  little  or  much  :  but  I  dare  fay, 
'  it  will  never  be  fo  here.' 

'  To  be  fure,  Sir,'  faid  I,  (  if  it  was, 
'  I  muft  be  the  ungratefulleft  perfon  in 

*  the  world,    becaufe  I    am  the   moil 
'  obliged  perfon  in  it.'  —  '  That  notion,' 
laid  Mr.  Arthur,  '  is  fo  excellent,  that 
'  it  gives  a  moral  certainty,  it  never  can.' 

*  Sir,'  faixl  Mr.  Brooks  to  my  dear 
mafter,  foftly,  *  you  have  a  mcft  ac- 
'  complifhed  lady,  I  do  affnre  you,  as 

*  well  in  her  behaviour  and  wit,  as  in  her 

*  perfon,  call  her  what  you  pleafe.'—  « 

*  Why,  my  dear  friend,'  faid  my  ma- 
fter,  '  I  muft  tell  you,  as  I  have  faid  be- 

*  fore  now,  that  her  perfon  made  me  her 
c  lover,  but  her  mind  made  her  my  wife.' 

The  firft  courfe  coming  in,  my  dear 
Sir  led  me  himfelf  to  my  place  ;  and  fet 
Mr.  Chambers,  as  the  greajeft  ftranger, 
at  ,my  right-hand,  and  Mr.  Brooks  at 
my  left  ;  and  Mr.  Arthur  was  plcafed  to 
obfcrve,  much  to  my  advantage,  on  the 
eafe  and  fra'dom  with  which  I  behaved 
niyft-lf,  and  helped  them  ;  and  faid,  he 
would  bring  his  lady  to  be  a  witnefs,  and 
a  learner  both,  of  my  manner.  I  laid, 
1  mould  be  proud  of  any  honour  Mrs. 
Arthur  would  vouchfafe  to  do  me;  and 
if  once  I  could  prcmife  myfelf  the  oppor- 
tunity of  his  good  lady's  example,  and 
thofe  of  the  other  gentlemen  prefent,  I 
iho.uld  have  the  greater  opinion  of  my 
wcrthinefs  to  fit  in  the  place  I  filled,  at 
pro  ft  nt,  vv-ith  much  infufficiency. 

Mr.  Arthur  drank  to  my  health  and 
jx'ppinefb,  and  faid—-  -'My  wife  told  ycnr 

*  ipoufc,  Mudiuu,  you  had  vtry  good 


*  luck  in  fuchahvu'band  ;  but  I  now  fee 
.'  who  has  the  beft  of  it.'     Said  Mr. 
Brooks — *  Come,  come,  let's  make  no 

*  compliments  ;   for  the  plain  truth  of 

*  the  matter  is,  our  good  neighbour's  ge- 
.'  r.erofity  and  judgment  have  met  with 
'  fo  equal  a  match  in  his  lady's  beauty 

*  and  merit,  that  I  knew  not  which  has 
'  the  beft  luck. — But  may  you  be  both, 
'  long  happy  together,  fay  II'     And  ib 
he  drank  a  glafs  of  wine. 

My  beft  friend,  who  always  takes  de- 
light to  have  me  praifed,  feemed  much 
pleafed  with  our  conversation ;  and  he 
faid  the  kindeft,  tendereft,  and  moft  re- 
fpe£lful  things  in  the  world  to  me.  In- 
fomuch  that the  rough  Mr.  Martin  faid— 
'  Did  you  ever  think  our  good  friend 
'  here,  who  ufed, to  ridicule  matrimony 
'  fo  much,  would  have  made  fo  complai- 
'  fant  a  rvufband  ?• — Hew  long  do  you 

*  intend,   Sir,  that  this  mall  hold?1— 
'  As  long  as  my  good  girl  deferves  it/ 
faid  he  ;  '  and  that,   I  hope  will  be  for 
'  ever.     Bat,'  continued  the  kind  gen- 
tleman, *  you  need  not  wonder  I  have 
(  changed  my  mind  as  to  wedlock;  for 

*  I  never  expected  to  meet  with  one  whole 
c  behaviour  and  fweetr.efs  of  temper  was 
'  fo  well  adapted  to  make  me  happy.' 

After  dinner,  and  having  drank  good 
healths  to  each  of  their  ladies,  I  with- 
drew; and  they  fat  and  drsnk  two  bottles 
of  claret  a-piece,  and  were  very  merry  ; 
and  went  away,  full  of  my  praifes,  an4 
vowing  to  bring  their  ladies  to  fee  me. 

John. having  brought  me  your  kind 
letter,  my  dear  father,  I  told  my  good 
mailer,  after  his  friends  were  gone,  how 
gratefully  you  received  his  generous  in- 
tentions as  to  the  Kentifh  farm,  and  pro- 
mi  fed  your  beft  endeavours  to  ferve  him 
in  that  eltate ;  and  that  you  hoped  your 
induftry  and  care  would  be  fo  well  em- 
ployed in  it,  that  you  mould  be  very  little 
troublcfoine  to  him,  as  to  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  he  had  intended  to  .v.ld 
to  a  proviiion,  that  of  itfelf  exceeded  all 
you  wifhed.  He  was  very  well  pleafed 
with  your  chearful  acceptance  of  it. 

I  am  glad  your  engagements  in  the 
world  lie  in  fo  fmall  a  compafs  :  as  foon 
as  you  have  gotten  an  account  of  them 
exactly,  you  will  bepleafed  to  fend  it  me, 
with  the  lift  of  the  poor  folks  you  are  fo 
kind  to  promife  to  procure  me. 

I  think,  as  iny  dear  mafter  is  fo  gene- 
rous, you  mould  account  nothing  that  is 
plain,  too  good.  Pray  don't  be  jyfiaid 

of 
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of  laying  out/upon  yourfelves.  My  dear 
Sir  intends  that  you  fhall  not,  when  you 
come  to  us,  return  to  your  old  abode  } 
but  ftay  with  us,  till  you  fet  out  for  Kent 5 
and  fo  youmuit  difpofc  of  yenrfelves  ac- 
cordingly. And  I  hope,  my  dear  ra- 
ther, you  have  quite  left  off  all  flavifh 
bufmefs.  As  farmer  Jones  has  been  kind 
to  you,  as  I  have  heard  you  fay,  pray, 
when  you  take  leave  of  them,  prefent 
them  with  three  guineas  worth  of  good 
booicsj  fuch  as  a  family  Bible,  aCommon 
Prayer,  a  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  or  any 
other  you  think  will  be  acceptable ;  for 
they  live  a  great  way  from  church  j  and 
in  winter  the  ways  from  their  farm  thither 
are  impaffable. 

He  has  brought  me  my  papers  fafe  : 
and  I  will  fend  them  to  Lady  Davers  the 
firft  opportunity,  down  to  the  place  I 
mentioned  in  my  lail. 

My  dear  Mr.  B;  juft  now  tells  me,  that 
he  will  carry  me,  in  the  morning,  alitile 
airing,  about  ten  miles  off,  in  his  chariot 
and  four  to  breakfaft  at  a  farm-houfe, 
noted  for  a  fine  dairy,  and  where,  now- 
and-then,  the  neighbouring  gentry,  of 
both  fexcs,  Effort  for  that  purpoib. 


THURSDAY. 

WE  fet  out  at  about  half  an  hour 
after  fix,  accordingly ;  and, 
driving  pretty  fmnrtly,  get  at  this  truiy 
neat-houfe  at  half  an  hour  after  eight  j 
and  I  was  much  pleafed  with  the  neatnefs 
of  the  good  woman,  and  her  daughter 
and  maid  j  and  he  was  fo  good  as  to  fay 
he  would  now-and-then  take  a  turn  with 
me  to  the  fame  place,  and  on  the  fame.oc- 
cafion,  as  I  feemed  to  like  it;  for  that  it 
would  be  a  pretty  exercife,  and  procure 
AIS  appetites  to  our  breakfafts,  as  well 
as  our  return  would  to  our  dinners.  But 
I  find  this  was  not,  though  a  very  good 
reafon,  the  only  one  for  which  he  gave 
me  this  agreeable  airing  ;  as  I  fhall  ac- 
quaint you. 

We  were  prettily  received  and  enter- 
tained here,  and  an  elegancy  ran  through 
every  thing,  perfons  as  well  as  furniture, 
yet  all  plain.  And  my  matter  faid  to 
the  good  houfewife— {  Do  your  young 
'  boarding- fchool  ladies  ftill  at  times 
'  continue  their  vilits  to  you,  Mrs.  Dob- 
<  fon  P1— <  Yes,  Sir,1  faid  (he,  <  I  exped 

*  three  or  four  of  them  ev^ry  minute.' 

£  There  is,  my  dear,1  faidh£, '  within 

*  three  miles  ofthit-farm,  aveiygood 


boarding-fchoolforladies  :  thegovernefs 
of  it  keeps  a  chaife  and  pair,  which  is  to 
be  made  a  double  chaife  at  pleafurej  anct 
in  fummer-time,  when  the  Mifles  per- 
form their  talks  to,fatisfaclion,  fhe  fa- 
vours them  with  an  airing  to  this  place, 
three  or  four  at  a  time  ;  and  after  they 
have  breakfafted,  they  are  earned  back  : 
and  this  ferves  both  for  a  reward,  and 
for  exercife  ;  and  the  Mifles  who  have 
this  favour  are  not  a  little  proud  of  it^ 
and  it  brings  them  forward  in  their  re- 
fpe6live  tafks.1 

'  A  very  good  method,  Sir,1  faid  I. 
And  juft  as  we  were  talking,  the  chaife 
came  in  with  four  MiiTes,  all  pretty  much 
of  a  fize,  and  a  maid-fervant  to  attend 
them.  They  were  fhewn  another  little 
neat  apartment,  that  went  through  ours  5 
and  made  their  honours  very  prettily,  as 
they  palled  by  us.  I  went  into  the  room 
to  them,  ami  afked  them  queftions  about 
their  work,  and  their  leifons  ;  and  what 
they  had  done  to  deferve  fuch  a  fine  airing- 
and  breakfafting  ;  and  they  all  anfwered 
me  very  prettily.  *  And  pray,  little  la- 
<•  dies,1  laid  I,  *  what  may  I  call  your 
1  names  P1  One  was  called  Mifs  Bur- 
dofr,  one  Mifs  Nugent,  one  Mifs  Booth, 
and  the  fourth  Mifs  Goodwin.  l  I  don't 
'  know  which,1  faid  I,  «  is  the  prettieft  ; 
'  but  you  are  all  beft,  my  little  dears  5 
'  and  you  have  a  very  good  governefs  to 
'  indulge  you  with  fuch.  a  fine  airing, 
1  and  fuch  delicate  cream,  and  bread 
'  and  butter.  I  hope  you  think  fo  too.* 
My  mafter  came  in,  and  I  had  no 
miftruft  in  the  world;  and  he  kiffed  each 
of  them  ;  but  looked  more  willfully  on 
Mifs  Goodwin,  than  on  any  of  the  others; 
but  I  thought  nothing  juft  then  :  had  /he 
been  called  Mifs  Godfrey,  I  had  hit  up- 
on it  in  a  trice. 

When  \ve  went  from  them, 


-Which  do  you  think  the  piettieft  of 
thofe-Miffes  P1—  «  Really,  Sir,1  replied 
,  *  it  is  hard  to  fay  :  Mils  Booth  is  a 
pretty  brown  girl,  and  has  a  fine  eyej 
Mifs  Burdoff  has  a  great  deal  of  fweei- 
nefs  in  her  countenance,  but  not  fo 
regularly  featured  .  Mifs  Nugent  is 
very  fair:  and  Mifs  Goodwin  has  a 
fine  black  eye,  andisbefides,  I  think, 
the  genteeleit  ihap'd  child  5  but  they 
are  all  pretty.1 

The  maid  led  them'  into  the  garden, 
to  mew  them  the  bee-hives  j  and  Mils 
Goodwin  made  a  particular  fine  curtfey 
to  my  mafter  ;  and  I  faid  —  »'  I  believe 
*  Mifs  knows  you,  Sir'j*  and  taking  her 

bv 
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by  the  hand,  I  faid — f  Do  you  know 

*  this  gentleman,    my  pretty  dear?'— 

*  Yes,  Madam/    laid  (he }  *  it  is  my 
'  own  dear  uncle.*     I  clafped  her  in  my 
arms  :  *  O  why  did  you  not  tell  me,  Sir,  * 
faid  I,   *  that  you  had  a  niece  among 

*  thele  little  ladies?'     And  I  kifled  her, 
and  away  fhe  tript  after  the  others. 

'  But  pray,  Sir,'  laid  I,     '  how  can 

*  tliis  be  ? — You  have  no  fifter  nor  bro- 

*  ther,  but  Lady  Davers. — How  can  this 
<  be?' 

He  fmiled;  and  then  I  faid — *  O  my 

*  deareft  Sir,    tell  me  now  the   truth, 
f  Does  not  this  pretty  Mifs  ftand  in  a 

*  nearer  relation  to  you,  than  as  a  niece? 

*  —I  know  fiie  does !    I  know  fhe  does!* 
And  I  embrac'd  him  as  he  ftood. 

'  'Tis  even  fo,  my  dear,1  replied  he  ; 

*  and  you  remember  my  lifter's  good- 
«  natured  hint  of  Mifs  Sally  Godfrey!* 
— '  I  do  well,  Sir,'  aniwered  I.     '  But 
'  this  is  Mifs  Goodwin/ — '  Her  mother 

*  chofe  that  name  for  her,'  faid  he,  *  be- 

*  caufe  me  ihould  not  be  called  by  her 

*  own.* 

«  Well/  faid  I,   <  excufe  me,  Sir;   I 

*  rmift  go  and  have  a  little  prattle  with 

*  her.* — t  I'll  fend  for  her  in  again,*  re- 
plied he$  and  in  me  came  in  a  moment. 
I  took  her  in  my  arms,  and  laid — '  O 

*  my  charming  dear!  will  you  love  me  ? 

*  —Will  you  let  me  be  your  aunt  ?'— 
4  Yes,  Madam,'  anfwered  me,  '  with 

*  all  my  heart!  andl  will  love  you  dearly: 

*  but  I  muftn't  love  my  unck.' — l  Why 
4  fo?'  faid  he.     *  Becaufe,'  replied  fhe, 

*  ysu  would  not  fpeak  to  me  at  firil  !— 
1  And  becaufe  you  would  not  let  me  call 

*  you  uncle/  (  forit  feems  me  was  bid  not, 
that  I  might  not  guefsatherprefently;) 

*  and  yet,'   faid  the  pretty  dear,  « I  had 

*  jict  feen  yon  a  greatwhile,  fo  I  hadn't!* 

*  Well,  Pamela,*  faid  he,  *  now  can 

*  yen  allow  me  to  love  this  little  inno- 

*  cent?' — '  Allow  you,  Sir!'  replied  I; 
'  you  would  be  veiy  barbarous,  if  you 

*  did  not  ;  and  I  fhould  be  more  fo,  if 
'  I  did  not  further  it  all  I  could,  and  loVe 

*  the  little  lamb  myfeif,   for  your  fake, 
'  and  for  her  own  fake 5  and  in  compaf- 

*  lion  to  her  poor  mother,  though   un- 
'  known  to  me.*     And  tears  ftood  iu 
my  eyes. 

Said  he — *  Why,  my  love,  are  your 
'  words  fo  kind,  and  your  countenance 
'  fo  fad  ?' — I  drew  to  the  window  from 
the  child;  and  faid — <  Sad  it  is  not,  Sir; 

*  feu;  ].  havs  r  v.vsnge  grief  and.pieafure 


'  mingled  at  once  In  my  bread,  on  tint 

*  occalion  :  it  is  indeed  a  twofold  grief, 
«  and  a  twofold  pleafure.'— *  As  how, 

*  my  dear?'  faid  he. — «  Why,  Sir,*  re- 
plied I,  *  I  cannot  help  being  grieved 

*  for  the  poor  mother  of  this  fweet  babe, 

*  to  think,   if  me  be  living,   that  fhe 

*  mult  call  her  chiefeft  delight  her  fhame ; 
«  if  me  be  no  more,  that  flie  muft  have 
'  had  fad  remorfe  on  her  poor  mind, 
'  when  me  came  to  leave  the  world,  and 
'  her  little  babe;    and,   in  the  fecond 

*  place,  I  grieve,  that  kmuft  bethought 
'  a  kindnefs  to  the  dear  little  foul,  not 
1  to  let  her  know  how  near  the  deareft 
'  relation  fhe  has  in  the  world  is  to  her. 

*  Forgive  me,  dear  Sir,  I  fay  not  thi* 

*  to  reproach  you,  in  the  leaft.     Indeed, 

*  I  don't.     And  I  have  a  twofold  caule 
'  of  joy  j  firft,  That  I  have  had  the  grace 

*  to  efcape  the  like  unhappinefs  with  thi> 
1  poor  gentlewoman;  and  next,  That 

*  this  difcovery  has  given  me  an  oppor- 
'  tunity  to  mew  the  fincerity  of  my  grate- 
'  fill  affeftion  for  you,    Sir,  in  the  love 
'  I   will  always  exprefs   to    this  dear 

<  child.* 

And  then  I  ftept  to  her  again,  and 
kifTed  her;  and  faid — *  Join  with  me, 

*  my  pretty  love,  to  beg  your  dear  un- 

*  cle  to  let  you  come  and  live  with  your 
'  new  aunt :  indeed,  my  little  precious, 

*  I'll  love  you  dearly.* 

*  Will  you,  Sir,'  faid  the  little  cfcarmer, 
'  will  you  let  me  go  a»d  live  with  my 

*  aunt?' 

'  You  are  very  good,   rny  Pamela,* 
faid  he. — 'And  I  have  not  once  been  dc- 

*  ceived  in  the  hopes  my  fond  heart  had 
1  entertained  of  your  prudence.*—1  But 

<  will  you,  Sir,'  faid  I,  '  will  you  grant 

*  me  this  favour! — I  mallmoft  fmcerely 
4  love  the  little  charmer;  and   all  I  am 
'  capable  of  doing  for  her,   both  by  ex- 

*  ample  and  affection,-  fhall  molt  cordi- 
'  ally  be  done. — My  deareft  Sir,*  added 
I,    *  oblige  me  in  this  thing!  I  think  al- 
'  ready  my  heart  is  fet  upon  it! — What 
c  a  fweet  employment  and  companion- 
«  fhip  fhall  I  have!' 

'  We'll  talk  of  this  feme  other  time,7 
replied  he  j   '  but  I  muft,  in  prudence,  put 

*  fome  bounds  to   your  amiable  gene* 
'  rofity.     I  had  always  intended  to  fur- 
'  prife  you  into  this  difcovery ;    but  my 

*  fifter  led  the  way  to  it;   out  of  a  poor* 

*  nefs  in  herfpite,  that  I  could  not  brook* 

*  and  though  you   have  pleafed  me  be- 

*  yond  expreiTion,r  in  your  behaviour  on 

<  thi» 
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*  this  occsfion;    yet  I   can't  fay,  that 
«  ydu  have  gone  much  beyond  my  ex- 

*  peclationsj  for  I  hayefuch  a  highopi- 

*  nion  of  you,  that  I  think  nothing  could 

*  have  Ihaken  it,  but  a  contrary  conduct 

*  to  this  you  have  exprtfTed  on  fo  tender 
•*  acircumllance.' 

*  Well,  Sir,1  laid  the  dear  little  Mifs, 

*  then  you  will  not  let  me  go  home  with 

*  my  aunt,  will  you?  I  am  lure  fhe  will 
'  love  me.' — *  When  you  break  up  next, 

*  my  dear,1  faid  he,  *  if  you  are  a  good 
'  girl,  you  mall   pay    your    new  aunt 
'a  vilit.'     She  made  a  low  curtfey  : 
«  Thank  you,  Sir,'  anfwered  fhe.  f  Yes, 
'  my  dear/   faid  I,  '  and  I  will  get  you 

*  fbme  fine  things  againft  the  time.     I 

*  would  have  brought  you  fome  now, 

*  had  I  known  I  fhould  have   feen  my 
'  pretty  love/ — 'Thank you,  Madam/ 
returned  fhe. 

<  How  old,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  is  Mifs  ?' 
— '  Between  fix  and  feven/  anfwered  he. 

*  Was  me  ever,   Sir/   faid  I,   l  at  your 

*  houfe?' — 'My fitter/ replied  he,  '  car- 

*  ried  her  thither  once,  as  a  little  relation 

*  of  her  lord's.' — CI  remember,    Sir/ 
faid  I, *  a  little  Mifs;  and  Mr&.Jervis  and 
'  I  took  her  to  be  a  relation   of  Lord 

*  D  avers.' 

'  My  fifter/  returned  he,  '  knew  the 

*  whole  fecret  from  the  beginning;  and 
5 ,  it  made  her  a  great  merit  with  me,  that 
f  fhe  kept  it  from  the  knowledge  of  my 

*  father,  who  was  then  living,    and  of 
'  my  mother,  to  her  dying-day  ;  though 
'  flie  defcended  fo  low,  in  her  rage,  to 

*  hint  the  matter  to  you.' 

The  little  Mifles  took  their  leaves  foon 
after;  and  I  know  not  how,  but  I  am 
ftrangely  affecled  with  this  dear  child.  I 
wifh  he  would  beib  good  as  to  let  me  have 
her  home.  It  would  be  a  great  pleafure 
to  have  fuch  a  fine  opportunity,  obliged 
as  I  am,  to  fhew  my  love  for  himfelf,  in 
my  fondnefs  for  this  dear  Mifs. 

As  we  came  home  together  in  the  cha- 
riot, he  gave  me  the  following  particu- 
lars of  this  affair,  additional  to  what  he 
had  before  mentioned  : 

That  this  lady  WAS  of  a  good  family, 
and  the  flower  of  it :  but  that  her  mother 
was  a  perfon  of  great  art  and  addrefs,  and 
not  altogether  fo  nice  in  the  particular 
between  himfelf  and  Mifs,  as  fhe  ought 
to  have  been  :  that,  particularly,  when 
flie  had  reafon  to  find  him  unfettled  and 
wild,  and  her  daughter  in  more  danger 
from  him,  than  he  "was  from  her,  yet  fhe 
tr.couragt'd  their  privacies;  and  evea,at 


laft,  when  fhe  had  reafon  to  apprehend, 
from  their  being  furpris'd  together,  in  a 
way  not  fo  creditable  to  the  lady,  that  fhe 
was  far  from  forbidding  their  private 
meetings ;  on  the  contrary,  that  on  a 
certain  time,  fhe  had  let  one,  that  had 
formeriy  been  her  footman,  and  a  half 
pay  officer,  her  relation,  to  v/atch  an 
opportunity,  and  to  frighten  him  into  a 
marriage  with  the  lady:  that,  accord- 
ingly, when  they  had  furprifed  him  in 
her  chamber,  juit  as  he  had  been  let  in, 
they  drew  their  f  words  upon  him,  and 
threatened  inftantly  to  kill  him,  if  he  did 
not  promife  marriage  on  the  fpot;  and 
that  they  had  a  parfon  ready  below  flairs 
as  he  found  afterwards :  that  then  he 
fufpe6ted,  from  fome  flrong  circumftan- 
ccs,  that  Mifs  was  in  the  plot;  which  fo 
enraged  him,  with  their  menaces  toge- 
ther, that  he  drew,  and  flood  upon  his 
defence;  and  was  fo  much  in  earneit, 
that  the  man  hepufhed  into  the  arm,  and 
difabied ;  and  preffmg  prefty  forward 
upon  the  other,  as  he  recreated,  he  rufhed 
in  upon  him  near  the  top  of  the  ftairs,and 
puflied  him  down  one  pair,  an  1  he  was 
much  hurt  by  die  fall : — Not  but  that,  he 
faid,  he  might  have  paid  for  his  rafh- 
nefs  ;  but  that  the  buimefs  of  his  anta- 
gonitfs  was  rather  to  frighten  than  to 
kill  him :  that,  upon  this,  in  the  fight 
of  the  old  lady,  the  parfon  fhe  had  pro- 
vided, and  her  other  daughters,  he  went 
out  of  their  houfe,  with  bitter  execra- 
tions again  (I  them  all. 

That  after  this,  defigningto  break  off 
all  correfpondence  with  the  whole  family, 
and  Mifs  too,  fhe  found  means  to  en- 
gage him  to  give  her  a  meeting  at  Wood- 
ftock,  in  order  to  clear  herfelf :  that, 
poor  lady  !  fhe  was  there  obliged,  naugh- 
ty creature  as  he  was !  to  make  herfelf 
quite  guilty  of  a  worfe  fault,  in  order  to 
clear  herfelf  of  a  lighter  :  that  they  af- 
terwards met  at  Godftow  often,  at 
Woodftock,  and  every  neighbouring 
place  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  theft 
ftn dying,  as  it  proved,  guilty  leffons,  in- 
ftead  of  improving  ones  ;  till,  at  lad,  the 
etfecl  of  their  frequent  interviews  grew 
too  obvious  to  be  concealed  :  that  the 
young  lady  then,  when  fhe  was  not  fit  to 
be  feen,  for  the  credit  of  the  family,  wa* 
confined,  and  all  manner  of  means  were 
n fed,  to  induce  him  to  marry  her:  th?.t, 
finding  nothing  would  do,  they  at  iatt 
refolved  to'  complain  to  his  father  and 
mother;  but  that  lie  made  his  fifter  ac- 
quainted with  the  matter,  who  then  hap- 
N  n  psned 
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pened  to  be  at  home ;  and,  by  her  ma- 
nagement and  fpirit,  their  intentions  of 
that  fort  were  fruftra  ted ;  and,  feeing  no 
hopes,  they  agreed  to  Lady  Davers's  pro- 
pofals,  and  lent  poor  Mils  down  to 
Marlborough,  where,  at  her  expence, 
which  he  anfwered  to  her  again,  fhe  was 
provided  for,  and  privately  lay  in  :  that 
Lady  Pavers  took  upon  herfelf  the  care 
of  the  little  one,  tilt  :t  come  to  be  fit  to 
be  put  to  the  boardmg-fchool,  where  it 
now  is  :  and  that  he  had  fettled  upon  the 
<Jear  little  Mifs  fuch  a  fum  of  money,  as 
the  intereft  of  it  would  lumlfomely  pro- 
vide for  her ;  and  the  principal  would  be 
3  tolerable  fortune,  fit  for  a  gentlewo- 
man, when  fhe  came  to  be  marriageable. 
'  And  this,  my  dear/  laid  he,  '  is  the 

*  ftory  in  brief.     And  I  do  allure  you, 

*  Pamela,1  added  he,  «  I  am  far  from 

*  making  a  boait  of,  or  taking  a  pride 

*  in,  this  affair :  but  fmce  it  has  hap- 
'  pened,  I  can't  fay  but  I  wiftt  the  poor 
'  child  to  live,  and  be  happy  ;  and  I 
'  muft  endeavour  to  make  her  fo.' 

*  Sir,1  faid  I,  '  to  be  fure  you  ihould  ; 
'  and  I  mail  take  a  very  great  pride  to 

*  contribute  to  the  dear  little  foul's  feli- 
'  city,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  have  her 

*  home. — But,1  added   I,  '  does  Mils 
'  know  any -thing  who  are  her  f ather  and 
'  mother  ?'     I  wanted  him  to  fay  if  the 
poor  lady  was  living  or  dead.    '  No,'  an- 
fwered he.     '  Her  governefs  has  been 

*  told,  by  my  fifter,  that  ihe  is  the  daugh- 
'  ter  of  a  gentleman,  and  his  lady,  who 

*  are  related  at  a  diftance,  to  Lord  Da- 
'  vers,  and  now  live  in  Jamaica;  and  fhe 

*  calls  me  uncle,  only  becaufe  I  am  die 

*  brother  to  Lady  Davers,  whom  fhe  calls 
'  aunt,  and  who  is  very  fond  of  her ;  as 

*  is  alfo  my  lord,  who  knows  the  whole 
'  matter  ;  and  they  have  her,  at  all  her 
'  little  fchool  recedes,  at  their  houfe,  and 

*  are  very  kind  to  her. 

'  I  believe,1  added  he,  *  the  truth  of 
'  the  matter  is  very  little  known  or  fu- 

*  fpecled;  for  as  her  mother  is  of  no  mean 

*  family,  her  friends  endeavour  to  keep 

*  it  fecret,  as  much  as  1 5  and  Lady  Da- 
'  vers,  till  her  wrath  boiled  over,  t'other 

*  day,  has  managed  the  matter  very  dex- 
•'  troufly  and  kindly.' 

The  words,  Mother  is  of  no  mean  Fa- 
mily, gave  me  not  to  doubt  the  poor  lady 
was  living.  And  I  faid — c  But  how, 

*  Sir,  can  the  dear  Mifs's  poor  mother 

*  be  content  to  deny  herfelf  the  enjoy - 
«  ment  of  fo  fweetja  child  ?' — <  Ah,  Pa- 
'  inela/  replied  he,  '  now  jou  come  in  j 


*  I  fee  you  want  to  know  what's  become 

*  of  the   poor  mother. — "Tis   natural 

*  enough  you  mould  ;  but  I  was  willing 
'  to  fee  how  the  little  fufpence  would 
'  operate  upon  you." — .*  Dear  Sir — '  laid 
I,     '  Nay,1  replied  he,  *  'tis  very  natu- 
ral, my  dear !     I  think  you  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  patience,  and  are  come 
at  this  queftion  fo  fairly,  that  you  de- 
ferve  to  be  anfwered. 

'  You  muft  know  then,  there  is  fome 
foundation  for  fay  ing,  that  her  mother 
at  leaft,  lives  in  Jamaica  j  for  there  fhe 
does  live,  and  very  happily  too.  For 
'  I  mull  obferve,  that  fhe  fuffered  fo 

*  much  in  child-bed,  that  nobody  ex- 
f  peeked  her  life  j  and  this,  when  fhe  was 
f  up,  made  fuch  an  JmprefTion  upon  her, 

*  that  fhe  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as 
'  the  thoughts  of  returning  to  her  for- 

*  mer  fault ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  I  had 
1  intended  to  make  her  a  vilit  as  foon  as 

her  month  was  well  up..  And  fo,  un- 
known to  me,  fhe  engaged  herfelf  to 
go  to  Jamaica,  with  two  young  ladies, 
who  were  born  there  5  and  were  return- 
ing to  their  friends,  after  they  had  been 
four  years  in  England  for  their  educa- 
tion :  and,  recommending  to  me,  by 
a  very  moving  letter,  her  little  baby, 
and  that  I  would  not  fuffer  it  to  be 
called  by  her  name,  but  Goodwin,  that 
her  flume  might  be  the  lefs  known, 

*  for  her's  and  her  family's  fake ;  fhe 

fot  her  friends  to  aflign  her  five  hun- 
red  pounds  in  full  of  all  demands 
upon  her  family,  and  went  up  to  Lon- 
don, and  embarked  with  her  compa- 
'  nions,  at  Gravefend,  and  fo  failed  to 
'  Jamaica;  where  fhe  is  fmce  well  and 
c  happily  married,  pairing,  to  her  huf* 
1  band,  for  a  young  widow,   with  one 
'  daughter,  which  her  hufband's  friends 
£  take  care  of,  and  provide  for.     And 
'  fo  you  fee,  Pamela,  that  in  the  whole 
'  ftory  on  both   fides,  the  truth  is  as 
'  much  preferred  as  poflible.' 

1  Poor  lady !'  faid  I ;  '  how  her  ftory 

*  moves  me !— I  am  glad  fhe  is  fo  happy 
1  at  laft/ — '  And,  my  dear,'  faid  he, 

*  are  you  not  glad  fhe  is  fofar  off  too  ?' 
— 4  As  to  that,  Sir,'  faid  I,  <  I  cannot 

*  be  forry,  to  be  fure,  as  fhe  is  fo  happy ; 
'  which  fiie  could  not  have  been  here. 
(  For,  Sir,  I  doubt  you  would  have  pro- 

*  ceeded  with  your  temptations,  if  fhe 
(  had  not  gone;  and  it  fhewed  fhe  was 
'  much  in  earntft  to  be  good,  that  fhe 

*  could  leave  her  native  country,  leave 

*  her  relations,  leave  you,  whom  fhe  fo 

«  well 
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well  loved,  leave  her  dear  baby,  and 
try  a  new  fortune,  in  a  new  world, 
among  quite  Grangers,  and  hazard  the 
feas ;  and  all  to  preferve  herfelf  from 
further  guiltinefs  ! — Indeed,  indeed, 
Sir,1  faid  I,  *  I  bleed  for  what  her 
diftrefles  muft  be,  in  this  cafe :  I  am 
grieved  for  her  poor  mind's  remorfe, 
through  her  child-bed  terrors,  which 
could  have  fo  great  and  fo  worthy  an 
effect  upon  her  afterwards ;  and  I  ho- 
nour her  refolution  ;  and  mould  rank 
fuch  a  returning  dear  lady  in  the  clafs 
of  thofe  who  are  molt  virtuous  ;  and 
doubt  not  God  Almighty's  mercies  to 
her  j  and  that  her  prefent  happinefs  is 
the  refult  of  his  gracious  Providence, 
bleffingher  penitence  and  reformation. 
— But,  Sir/  faid  I,  *  did  you  not  once 
fee  the  poor  lady,  after  her  lying-in  ?' 
'  I  did  not  believe  her  fo  much  in 
earnelV  anfwered  he ;  '  and  I  went 
down  to  Marl  borough,  and  heard  (he 
was  gone  from  thence  to  Calne.  J 
went  to  Calne,  and  heard  fhe  was  gone 
to  Reading,  to  a  relation's  there.  Thi- 
ther I  went,  and  heard  me  was  gone 
to  Oxford.  I  followed}  and  there  fhe 
was  5  but  I  could  not  fee  her. 
*  She  at  laft  received  a  letter  from  me, 
begging  a  meeting  with  her ;  for  I 
found  her  departure  with  the  ladies 
was  refolved  on,  and  that  fhe  was  with 
her  friends,  only  to  take  leave  of  them, 
and  receive  her  agreed-on  portion  : 
and  fhe  appointed  the  Saturday  follow- 
ing, and  that  was  Wednefday,  to  give 
me  a  meeting  at  the  old  place,  at 
Woodftock. 

'  Then,'  added  he,  '  I  thought  I  was 
fure  of  her,  and  doubted  not  I  mould 
fpoil  her  intended  voyage.  I  fet  out 
on  Thurfday  to  Gloucelter,  on  a  party 
of  pleafure ;  and  on  Saturday  I  went 
to  the  place  appointed,  at  Woodftock: 
but  when  I  came  thither,  I  found  a 
letter  inftead  of  my  lady  ;  and  when  I 
opened  it,  it  was  to  beg  my  pardon  for 
deceiving  me  ;  expreffing  her  concern 
for  her  pall  .fault;  her  affection  to  me; 
and  the  apprehenlion  fhe  had,  that  fhe 
mould  be  unable  to  keep  her  good  re- 
folves,  if  fhe  met  me :  that  fhe  had  fet 
out  the  Thurfday  for  her  embarka- 
tion ;  for  that  fhe  feared  nothing  elfe 
could  fave  her;  and  had  appointed  this 
meeting  on  Saturday,  at  the  place  of 
her  former  guilt,  that  I  might  be  fuit- 
ably  imprefied  upon  the  occafion,  and 
pity  and  allow  for  her  j  and  that  {he 


might  get  three  or  four  days  Mart  of 
me,  and  be  quite  out  of  my  reach.  She 
recommended  again,  as  upon  the  fpot 
where  the  poor  little -one  .owed  it's  be- 
ing, my  tendernefs  to  it  for  her  fake ; 
and  that  was  all  fhe  had  to  requeft  of 
me,  fhe  faid  3  but  would  not  forget  to 
pray  for  me  in  all  her  own  dangers, 
and  in  every  difficulty  fhe  was  going 
to  encounter.' 

I  wept  at  this  moving  tale :  '  And  did 
not  this  make  a  deep  impreflion  upon 
you,  Sir?'  faid  I :  *  furely,  fuch  an  af- 
fecting leflbn  as  this,  on  the  very  guilty 
fpot  too  (I  admire  the  dear  lady's  pious 
contrivance  !)  muft  have  had  a  great 
effect  upon  you.  One  would  have 
thought,  Sir,  it  was  enough  to  reclaim 
you  for  ever  !  All  your  naughty  pur- 
pofes,  1  make  no  doubt,  were  quite 
changed  !' 

*  Why,  my  dear,1  faid  he,  '  I  was 
much  moved,  you  may  be  fure,  when 
I  came  to  reflect :  but  at  firft,  I  was  fo 
affured  of  being  a  fuccefsful  tempter, 
and  fpoiling  her  voyage,  that  I  was 
vexed,  and  much  out  of  humour;  but 
when  I  came  to  reflect,  as  I  faid,  I  was 
quite  overcome  with  this  inftanceof  her 
prudence,  her  penitence,  and  her  refoln- 
tion ;  and  more  admired  her  than  I  evet 
had  done.     Yet  I  could  not  bear  fhe 
mould  fo  efcape  me  neither  j  fo  much 
overcome  me,  as  it  were,  in  an  heroical 
bravery ;  and  I  haded  away,  and  got 
a  bill  of  credit  of  Lord  Davers,  upon 
his  banker  in  London,  for  five  hundred 
pounds  ;  and  fet  out  for  that  place, 
having  called  at  Oxford,  and  got  what 
light  I  could,  as  to  where  I  might  hear 
of  her,  there. 

*  When  I  arrived  in  town,  which  was 
not  till  Monday  morning,  I  went  to  a 
place  called  Crofby  Square,  where  the 
friends  of  the  two  ladies  lived.     She 
had  let  out,  in  the  flying-coach,  on 
Tucfday;   got  to  the  two  ladies  that 
very  night!  and,  on  Saturday,  had  let 
out,  with  them,  for  Gravefend,  much 
about  the  time  I  was  expecting  her  at 
Woodftock. 

'  You  may  fuppofe,  that  I  was  much 
affected,  iriy  dear,  with  this.  However, 
I  got  my  bill  of  credit  converted  into 
money  ;  and  I  let  out  with  my  fervant 
on  Monday  afternoon,  and  reached 
Gravefcml  that  night ;  and  there  I  un- 
derftood,  that  fhe  and  the  two  ladies  had 
gone  on  board  from  the  very  inn  I  nut 
up  at,  in  the  morning  ;  and  the  fiiip 
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«  waited  only  for  the  wind,  which  then 
'  was  turning  about  in  it's  favour. 

'  I  gota  boat  directly,  and  wenton- 
'  board  the  fliip,  and  aikecl  for  Mrs. 
'  Godfrey.  But  judge  you,  my  dear 

*  Pamela,  her  furprize  and  confufion, 
4  when,  ihe  faw  me.     She  had  like  to 
'  have  fainted  away.    I  offered  anymo- 
'  ncy  to  put  off  the  failing  till  next  day, 
'  but  it  would  not  be  complied  with.-;  and 
'  fain  would  I  have  got  her  on  fhore,  and 
'  promife  to  attend  her,  it  fhe  would  go 
'  over  land,  to  any  part  of  England  the 
'  fnip  would  touch  at.  But  Ihe  was  im- 

*  moveable. 

'  Every  one  concluded  me  her  hum  - 

*  ble  fervant,  and  were  touched  at  the 
'  moving  interview;  the  young  ladies, 
-'  and  their  female  attendants,  efpecially. 
'  With  great  difficulty,  vpon  my  folemn 

*  affu  ranees  of  honour,  <he  trufted  her- 

*  felf  with  me  in  one  of  the  cabins  ;  and 
'  there' I  tried,  what  I  could,  to  prevail 
'  upon  her  to  quit  her  purpofe  ;  but  all 
'  in  vain  :  (he  faid,  I  had  made  her  quite 

*  unhappy  by  this  interview!     She  had 
'  difficulties  enough  unon  her  mind  be- 

*  fore ;   but  now  I  had  imbittered  all  her 
'  voyage,  arid  given  her  the  deeped  dif- 

*  trefs. 

*  i  could  prevail  upon  her  but  for  one 
'  favour,  and  that  with  the  greateu  re- 
'  luctance;  which  was,  to  accept  of  the 

*  five  hundred  pounds,  as  a  pi efent  from 
'  me;   and  ihe  promifed,  at  my  euiiieii: 

*  defire,  to  draw  upon  me  for  a  greater 

*  fum,  as  a  perfon  that  had  her  effects 
4  in  my  hands,  when  fhe  arrived,  if  me 

*  mould  find  it  convenient  for  her.     In 
'  fhort,  this  was  all  the  favour  I  could 

*  procure  ;  for  fhe  would  not  promife  fo 
'  much  as  to  correfpond  with  me,  and 

*  was  determined  on  going  j  and,  I  be- 
e  lieve,  if  I  would  have  married  her, 
'  which  yet  I  had  not  in  my  head,  fhe 

*  would  not  have  been  diverted  from  her 

*  purpofe.' 

*  B-it  how,   Sir,'  faid  I,    '  did  you 
'  part?' — '  I  would  have  failed  with  her,' 
anfwereu  he,  '^and  been  landed  at  the 

*  firft  port  in  England,   or  Ireland,  I 

*  cared  not  which,  they  mould  put  in  at; 

*  but  me  was  too  full  of  apprehenfions 

*  to  admit  it :  and  the  rough  fellow  of  a 
'  mailer,  captain  they  called  him.  (but 

*  in  my  mind,  I  could  have  thrown  him 

*  overboard)  would  not  flay  a  moment, 
'  the  wind-and  tide  being  quite  fair;  and 
'  was  very  urgent  with  me  to  go  afhore, 
4  or  to  go  the  voyage  j  and  being  impe- 


*  tuous  in  my  temper,  fpoilt,you  know, 
'  my  dear,  by  my  mother,  and  not  ufed 
1  to  controul,  I  thought  it  very  ftrange, 
'  that  wind  and  tide,  or  any  thing  eife, 

*  mould  be  preferred  to  me,  and  my  mo- 
'  ney :  but  fo  it  was  ;  I  was  forced  to  go; 
4  and  fo  took  leave  of  the  ladies,  and  the 

*  other  paffengers  ;  wifhed  them  a  good 
<  voyage ;  gave  five  guineas  among  the 

*  (hip's  crew,  to  be  good  to  the  ladies, 

*  and  took  fuch  a  leave  as  you  may  bet- 
'  ter  imagine,  than  I  exprefs.     She  re- 
'  commended,  once  more  to  me,  the  dear 

*  Gneft,  as  ihe  called  her,  the  ladies  be- 
'  ing  prefent ;  and  thanked  me  for  ail 
'  theie  inltances  of  my  regard,  which, 
'  (lie  faid,  would  leave  a  ftrong  impref- 
(  fion  on  her  mind  ;  and  at  parting,  ihe 

*  threw  her  arms  about  my  neck,   and 
'  we  took  inch  a  leave,  as  affected  every 

*  one  prefent,  men,  as  well  as  ladies. 

'  So  with  a  truly  heavy  heart,  I  went 
(  .down  the  fhip's  fide  to  my  boat;  and 
'  flood  up  in  it,  looking  at  her,  as  long 
'  as  I  could  fee  her,  and  (lie  at  me,  with 

*  her  handkerchief  at  her  eyes;  and  then 
1  I  gazed  at  the  (hip,  //'//,  and  after  I  had 
'  hnded,  as  long  as  I  could  difcern  the 
'  lead  appearance  of  it;  for  me  was  un- 
'  der  fail  in  a  manner.,   when  I  left  her; 

*  and  fo  I  returned  highly  ditturbed  to 
'  my  inn. 

*  I  went  to  bed,  but  refted  not ;  re- 
{  turned  to  London  the  next  morning; 
'  and  fet  out  that  afternoon  again  for  the 
'  country.  And  fo  much,  my  dear,  for 
'  poor  Sally  Godfrey. — She  fends,  lun- 
'  derftand,  by  all  opportunities,  with  the 
£  knowledge  of  her  hufband,  to  learn 
'  how  her  child  by  her  firft  hufband  does ; 

*  and  has  the  fatisfa&ion  to  know  (he  is 
'  happily   provided, for.      And,  about 
«  half  a  year  ago,  her  fpoufe  fent  a  little 
'  negro  boy,  of  about  ten,  years  o!cl,  as 
'  a  prefent  to  wait  upon  her.     But  he  was 
'  taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox,  and  died  in 
'  a  month  after  he  was  landed.' 

'  Sure,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  your  generous 
'  mind  imift  have  been  long  affected  with 

*  this  melancholy  cafe,  and  all  it's  cir- 

*  cumftances.' 

4  It  hung  upon  me,  indeed,  fome  time,' 
faid  he;  *  but  I  was  full  of  fpirits  and 
'  inconfideration.  I  went  foon  after  to 

*  travel ;  a  hundred  new  objects  danced 
'  before  my  eyes,  and  keptreflection  from 

*  me.     And,  you  fee,  I  had  five  or  fix 

*  years  afterwards,  and  even  before  that, 
'  fo  thoroughly  loft  all  the  impreflions 

*  you  talk  of,  that  I  doubted  not  to  mak^e 

*  my 
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niy  Pamela  change  her  name,  without 
either  act  of  parliament,  or  wedlock, 
and  be  Sally  Godfrey  the  Second. 

*  O  you  dear  naughty  man  I'  faid  I, 
this  feems  lr;t  too  true!    But  I  blefs 
God,  that  it  is  not  fo ! — I  blefs  God  for 
your  reformation,  and  that  for  your 
own  dear  fake,  as  well  as  mine  !' 

*  Well,  my  dear/  faid  he,  '  and  I 
blefs  God  for  it  too ! — I  do  moft  fin- 
cerely  ! — And  'tis  my  greater  pleafure, 
becaufe  I  have,  as  I  "hope,  feen  my  er- 
ror fo  early  ;  and  that  with  iuch  a  ftock 
of  youth  and  health  of  my  fide,  in  all 
appearance,  I  can  truly  abhor  my  paft 
liberties,  and  pity  poor  Sally  Godfrey, 
from  the  fame  motives  that  I  admire  my 
Pamela's  virtues ;  and  refolve  to  make 
myfelf  as  worthy  of  them  as  poffible  : 
and  I  willhope,  my  dear,  your  prayers 
for  my  pardon,  and  my  perfeverance, 
will  be  of  no  fmall  efficacy  on  this  oc- 
cafionV 

Thefe  agreeable  reflexions,  on  this 
melancholy,  but  in(h-u6liveftory,brought' 
us  in  view  of  his  own  houfejand  we  alight- 
ed, and  took  a  walk  in  the  garden  till  din- 
ner was  ready.  And  now  we  are  fo  buly 
about  making  ready  for  our  appearance, 
that  I  mall  hardly  have  time  to  write  till 
that  be  over. 


MONDAY  MORNING. 

YESTERDAY,  we  fet  out,  at- 
tended by  John,  Abraham,  Ben- 
jamin, and  Ifaac,  in  fine  new  liveries,  in 
the  beft  chariot,  which  had  been  new 
cleaned,  and  lined,  and  new  harnefied  ; 
fo  that  it  looked  like  a  quite  new  one  : 
but  I  had  no  arms  to  quarter  with  my 
dear  lord  and  matter's  ;  though  he  jocu- 
larly, upon  my  taking  notice  of  my  ob- 
fcurity,  faid,  that  he  had  a  good  mind 
to  have  the  olive-branch,  which  would 
allude  to  his  hopes,  quartered  for  mine. 
I  was  drefled  in  the  iuit  I  mentioned,  of 
white  flowered  with  iilver,  and  a  rich 
head-drefs,  and  the  diamond  necklace, 
ear-rings,  &c.  I  allb mentioned  before: 
and  my  dear  Sir,  in  a  fine  laced  filk  waift- 
coat,  «f  blue  Paduaioy,  and  his  coat  a 
pearl-coloured  fine  cloth,  with  gold  but- 
tons and  button-holes,  and  lined  with 
white  filk  ;  and  he  looked  charmingly 
indeed.  I  laid,  I  was  too  fine,  and  would 
have  laid  alkie  fome  of  the  jewels  ;  but 
he  faid,  it  would  be  thought  a  flight  to 
we  from  him,  as  his  wife  j  and  though 


as  I  apprehended,  it  might  be,  that  peo- 
ple would  talk  as  it  was,  yet  he  had  ra- 
ther they  fhould  lay  any  thing,  than  that 
I  was  not  put  upon  an  equal  foot,  as  his 
•wife,  with  any  lady  he  might  have  mar- 
vied  . 

It  feems,  the  neighbouring  gentry  had 
expected  us;  and  there  was  a  great  con- 
gregation 5  for  (againft  my  wifli)  we 
were  a  little  of  thelatciJ-  j  lo  that,  as  we 
walked  up  the  church  to  his  le.it,  we  had 
abundance  of  gazers  and  whiiperers  : 
but  my  dear  mailer  behaved  with  fo  in- 
trepid an  air,  and  was  fo  chearful  and 
complaifant  to  me,  that  he  did  credit  to 
his  kind  choice,  inftead  of  mewing  as  if 
he  was  amamed  of,  it ;  and  as  I  was  re- 
Iblved  to  bufy  my  mind  entirely  with  the 
duties  cf  the  day,  my  intentnefs  on  that 
occaficn,  and  my  thankfulnefs  to  God, 
for  his  unfpeakable  mercies  to  me,  fotook 
up  my  thoughts,  that  I  was  much  lefs 
concerned,  than  I  Ihould  otherwife  have 
been,  at  the  gazings  and  whifperings  of 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  well  as  the 
reft  of  the  congregation  5  whofe  eyes 
were  all  turned  to  our  feat. 

When  the  fermon  was  ended,  we  ftaid 
the  longer,  becaufe  the  church  mould  be 
pretty  empty  5  but  we  found  great  num- 
bers at  tin.'  church  doors,  and  in  the  church 
porch}  and  I  had  the  plealiire  ofhearing 
many  commendations,  as  well  of  my  per- 
fon  as  my  drefs  and  behaviour,  and  not 
one  reflection,  or  mark  of  difrefpect. 
Mr.  Martin,  who  is  fingle,  Mr.  Cham- 
bers, Mr.  Arthur,  and  Mr.  Brooks, 
with  their  families,  were  all  there  :  and 
the  four  gentlemen  came  up  to  us,  before 
we  went  into  the  chariot,  and,  in  a  very 
kind  and  refpeclful  manner  complimented 
us  both}  and  Mrs.  Arthur  and  Mrs. 
Brooks  were  fo  kind  as  to  wifh  me  ioy  ; 
and  Mrs.  Brooks  laid — *  You  Cent  Mr. 

*  Brooks,   Madam,   home  t'other  day, 
'  quite  charmed  with  a  manner,  which 
4  you  have  convinced,  a  thoufand  perfons 

*  this  day,  is  natural  to  you/ 

*  You  do  me  great  honour,  Madam,"* 
replied  I.  *  Such  a  good  lady's  appro- 

*  bation  mi; ft  make  me  too  fenfible  of 

*  myhappiuefs.'     My  dear  matter  hand- 
ed  me  into  the  chariot,  and  ftood  talking 
with  Sir  Thomas  Atkyns,  at  thedoorof 
it  (who  was  making  him  abundance  of 
compliments,  and  is  a  very  ceremonious 
gentleman,  a  little  to  extreme  in  that  way) 
and  I  believe,  to  familiarizeme  to  the  ga- 
zers, which  concerned  me  a  little  5   for  I 
was  dafhed  to  hear  thepraiies  of  the  coun- 
try. 
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try- people,  andta  fee  how  they  crouded 
.  about  the  chariot.     Several  poor  people 
i  my  charity,  and  I  beckoned  John 
with  my  fan,  and  laid — (  Divide,  in  the 
further  church-porch,    that  money  to 
the  poor,  and  let  them  come  to-mor- 
row morning  to  me,    and  I  will  give 
them  fometh  ing  more,  if  they  don't  im- 
portune me  now.'     So  I  gave  him  all 
the  iilver  I  had,   which  happened  to  be 
between  twenty  and  thirty  millings  j  and 
this  drew  away  from  me  their  clamorous 
prayers  for  charity. 

Mr.  Martin  came  up  to  me  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  chariot,  and  leaned  on  the  very 
door,  while  my  mafter  was  talking  to  Sir 
Thom.is,  from  whom  he  coald  not  get 
away;  and  {'aid — «  By  all  that's  good, 

*  you  have  charmed  the  whole  congre- 
'  gation.     Not  afoul  but  is  fall  of  your 

*  praiies.     My  neighbour  knew,  better 

*  than  any-body  could  tell  him,  how  to 
«  chviieforhin-.felf.  Why,' laid  he,' the 

*  dean  him  felt'  locked  more  upon  you, 
'  than  his  book.'1 

'  O  Sir/  faid  I,  you  are  very  encou- 

*  raging  to  a  weak  mind!' — *  I  vow/ 
faid  he,  *  I  fay  no  more  than  is  truth  : 
£  I'd  marry  to-morrow,  if  I  was  fnreof 

*  meeting  with  a  perfon  of  but  one-half 

*  of  the  merit  you  have.     You  are,' con- 
tinued he,  *  and  'tis  not  my  way  to  praiie 
'  too  much,  an  ornament  toyourfex, 
'  an  honour  to  your  fpoufe,  and  a  credit 

*  to  religion. — E very-body  is  faying  ib,' 
acldc-i  he;  *  for  you  have  by  your  piety, 
'  ediiied  the  whole  church.' 

A§  he  had  done  fpeaking,  the  dean 
himfeif  complimented  me,  that  the  be- 
haviour of  ib  worthy  a  lady,  would  be 
very  edifying  to  his  congregation,  and 
encouraging  to  himfeif.  *  Sir,'  laid  I, 
'  you  are  very  kind :  I  hope  I  mall  not 
'  behave  unworthy  of  the  good  inftruc- 
'  tions  I  mall  have  the  pleafure  to  re- 
'  ceive  from  fo  worthy  a  divine.'  He 
bowed  and  went  on. 

Sir  Thomas  then  applied  to  me,  my 
matter  ftepping  into  the  chariot,  and  faid 
— '  I  beg  pardon,  Madam,  for  detaining 
c  your  good  fpoufe  from  you :  but  I  have 
'  been  faying,  he  is  the  happiell  man  in 
'  the  world.'  I  bowed  to  him  ;  but  I 
could  have  wifhed  him  further,  to  make 
me  fit  foin  the  notice  of  every  one;  which, 
for  all  I  could  do,  darned  me  not  a  little. 

Mr.  Martin  faid  to  my  mafter — *  If 
'  you'll  come  to  church  every  Sunday, 
'  with  your  charming  lady,  I  will  never 

*  abfent  nayfelf,  and  (he'll  give  a  good 


'  example  to  all  the  neighbourhood.'—- 

*  O  my  dear  Sir,'  faid  I  to  my  maUcr, 

*  you  know  not  how  much  I  am  obliged 
'  to  good  Mr.  Martin.     He  has  by  hi* 

*  kind  expreiiiom,  made  me  dare  to  look 

*  up  with  pkafure  and  gratitude.' 

Said  my  mafter—*  My  dear  love,  I 

*  am  very  much  obliged,  as  well  as  you, 
'  to  my  good  friend  Mr.  Martin.'    And 
he  foid  to  him — '  We  will  conftantly  go 

*  to  church,  and  to  every  other  place, 
'  where  we  can  have  the  pieafure  of  fee- 
'  ing  Mr.  Martin.' 

Mr.  Martin  faid — '  Gad,  Sir,  you  are 
'  a  happy  man ;  and  I  think  your  lady's 

*  example  has  made  you  more  polite  and 
'  handiome  too,than  I  ever  knew  you  be- 

*  fore,   though  we   never  thought  you 

*  unpolite  neither.'     And  fo  he  bowed, 
and  went  to  his  own  chariot ;  and  as  we 
drove  away,  the  people  kindly  blefied  uo, 
and  called  us  a  charming  pair. 

As  I  have  no  other  pride,  I  hope,  in 
repeating- thefe  things,  than  in  the  coun- 
tenance, the  general  approbation  gives  to 
my  dear  mafter,  for  his  {looping  fo  low, 
you  will  excufe  me  for  it,  I  know. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  again  to 
church,  and  a  little  early,  at  my  requeft ; 
but  the  church  was  quite  full,  and  foon 
after  even  crouded ;  fo  much  does  no- 
velty (the  more's  the  pity  !)  attra£l  the 
eyes  of  mankind.  Mr.  Martin  camein, 
after  us,  and  made  up  to  our  feat;  and 
faid — '  If  you  pleafe,  my  dear  friend,  I 

*  will  take  my  feat  with  you  this  after- 
'  noon.' — *  With  all  my  heait,'  faid  my 
mailer.     I  was  forry  for  itj  but  was  re- 
folved  my  duty  mould  not  be  made  {econd 
to  bafhfulnefs,orany  other  confiderationj 
and  when  divine  fervice  began,  I  with- 
drew to  the  farther  end  of  the  pew,  and 
left  the  gentlemen  in  the  front ;  and  they 
behaved  quite  fuitably,  both  of  them,  to 
the  occaiion.     I  mention  this  the  rather, 
becaufeMr.  Martin  was  not  very  noted 
for  coming  to  church,  or  attention  when 
there,  before. 

The  de*n  preached  again,  which  he 
was  not  ufed  to  do,  out  of  compliment 
to  us  ;  and  an  excellent  fermon  he  made 
on  the  relative  duties  of  Chriftianity  :  and 
took  my  particular  attention ;  for  he  made 
many  fine  obfervations  on  the  fubjecl. 
Mr.  Martin  addrefled  himfeif  twice  or 
thrice  to  me,  during  the  fermon  ;  but  he 
fawme  fo  wholly  engrofled  with  hearken- 
ing to  the  good  preacher,  that  he  forbore 
interrupting  me  ;  yet  I  took  care,  ac- 
cording to  the  leffon  formerly  given  me, 

to 
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to-obferve  to  him  a  chearful  and  oblig- 
ing behaviour,  as  one  of  his  friends  and 
intimates.  My  matter  alked  him  to  give 
him  his  company  to  fupperj  and  he  laid— 
I  am  fo  taken  with  your  lady,  that  you 
mult  not  give  me  too  much  encourage- 
ment; for  I  mail  be  always  with  you, 
if  you  do.'     He  was  pleafed  to  fay— • 
You  cannot  favour  us  with  too  much 
of  your  company  ;  and  as  I  have  left 
you  in  the  lurch  in  your  iingle  ftate,  I 
think  you  will  do  well  to  oblige  us  as 
much  as  you  can  j  and  who  knows  but 
my   happinefs   may    reform    another 
rake?' — *  Who  knows?'  faid Mr. Mar- 
tin ;  *  Why,  I  know — for  I  am  more 

*  than  half  reformed  already/ 

At  the  chariot-door,  Mrs.  Arthur, 
Mrs.  Brooks,  and  Mrs.  Chambers,  were 
brought  tome,  by  their  refpecli  ve  ipoufes  j 
and  prcfently ,  the  witty  LadyTowers  ,\vho 
bantered  me  before  (as  I  once  told  you,) 
joined  them ;  and  Mrs.  Arthur  faid,  me 
wifhed  me  joy  :  and  that  all  the  good  la- 
dies,iny  neighbours,  would  collect  them- 
felves  together,  and  make  me  a  viiit. 

*  This,'  faid  I,  *  will  be  an  honour,  Ma- 

*  dam,  that  I  can  never  enough  acknow- 

*  ledge.      It  will  be  very  kind   fo  to 

*  countenance  a  perfon,  who  will  always 

*  ftudy  to  deferve  your  favour,  by  the 
'  moil  refpe£tful  behaviour."1 

Lady  Towers  faid — '  My  dear  neigh- 

*  bour,  you  want  no  countenance ;  your 

*  own  merit  is  fufficient.    I  had  a  flight 

*  cold,  that  kept  me  at  home  in   the 

*  morning;  but  I  heard  you  fo  rnuch 

*  talked  of,  and  praifed,  that  I  refolved 
'  not  to  ftay  away  in  the  afternoon :  and 

*  I  join  in  the  joy  every  one  gives  yen.'1 
She  turned  to  my  matter,  and  laid — *  You 

*  are  a  fly  thief,  as  I  always  thought  you. 

*  Where  have  you  itolen  this  lady  ?  And 
'  now,  how  barbarous  is  it,  thus  una- 
'  wares,  in  a  manner,  to  bring  her  here 
'  upon  us,  to  mortify  and  eclipfe  us  all !' 
— <  You  are  very  kind,  Madam/  faid  he, 

*  that  you  and  all  my  worthy  neighbours 
'  fee  with,  my  eyes.  But  had  I  not  known 

*  me  had  ia  much  excellency  of  mind 
'•  and  behaviour,  as  would  ftrike  every- 

*  body  in  her  favour  at  firft  fight,    I 
c  fbould  not  have  dared  to  ciafs  her  wif-h 
*•  fuchof  my  worthy  neighbours,  as  now 
'  fo  kindly  congratulate  us  both.' 

*  I  own,'  faid  (he,  foftly,  '  I  was  one 
'of  your  cenfurers ;  but  I  never  ]  iked 
f  you  fo  well  in  my  life,  as  for  this  ac- 

*  lion.,  now  I  fee  how  capable  your  bride 
'  is  of  giving  diitin&ipn  to 'any  condi- 


tion. — And,  coming  to  me — c  My  dear 
neighbour,1  faid  me,  '  excufe  me  for 
having  but  in  my  thought,  the  re- 
membiance  that  I  h&vefecn  you  for- 
merly, when,  by  your  fweet  air,  and 
eafy  deportment,  you  fo  much  furpafs 
us  all,  and  give  credit  to  your  prefent 
happy  condition.' 

'  Dear  good  Madam,'  faid  I,  c  how- 
mall  I  fuitably  return  my  acknowledg- 
ments! But  it  will  never  be  a  pain  to 
me  to  look  back  upon  my  former  days* 
now  I  have  the  kind  allowance  and 
example  of  fo  many  worthy  ladies  to 
fupport  me  in  the  honours  to  whick 
the  moft  generous  of  men  has  railed 
me.' 

-*  Sweetly  faid !'  me  was  pleafed  fo  fay. 
If  I  was  in  another  place,  I  would  kil* 
you  for  that  anfwer. — Oh  !  happy, 
happy  Mr.  B.  T  faid  fhe  to  my  matter; 
what  reputation  have  you  not  brought 
upon  your  judgment !  I  won't  be  lon^ 
before  I  fee  you,'  added  fhe,  <  111  affure 
you,  if  I  come  by  my  ft  If".' — '  That 
mall  be  your  own  fault,  Madam/  faid 

Mrs.  Brooks, '  if  you  do.' 

And  Ib  they  took  leave  j  and  I  gave  my 

hand  to  my  dear  matter,  and  faid — '  How 

*  happy  have  you  made  me,  generous 

*  Sir!1     And  the  dean,  who  was  jutt 
come  up,  heard  mz,  and  faid — '  And 
(  how  happy  you  have  made  your  fponfe, 

*  I'll   venture   to  pronounce,    is    hard 

*  to  fay,  from  what  I  obferve   of  you 

*  both.'     I  curtfeyed,  and  blufh^d,  not 
thinking  any-body  heard  me.    And  my 
matter  telling  him  he  mould  be  glad  of 
the  honour  of  a  vifit  from  him  j   he  faid 
he  would  pay  his  refpefts  to  us  the  firfi 
opportunity,  and  would  bring  his  wife 
and  daughter  to  attend  me.     I  faid,  that 
was  doubly  kind  5  and  I  fhould  be  very 
proud  of  cultivating  fo  worthy  an  ar- 
qxiaintance.     I  thanked  him  for  his  fine 
dhccurie;  and  he  thanked  me  for  my  at- 
tention, which  he  called  exemplary :  and 
fo  my  dear  matter  handed  me  into  the 
chariot  j  and  we  were  carried  home,  both 
happy,  and  both  pleafed,  thank  God! 

Mr.  Martin  came  in  the  evening,  with 
another  gentleman,  his  friend,  one  Mr. 
Dormer;  and  he  entertained  us  with  a 
favourable  opinion,  he  faid,  every  one 
had  of  me,  and  of  the  choice  my  good  be- 
nefaclor  had  made. 

This  morning  the  poor  came,  accord- 
ing to-  my  invitation  j  and  I  lent  them 

away 
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away  with  glad  hearts  to  the  number  of 
twenty- five.  They  were  not  above  twelve 
or  fourteen  on  Sunday,  that  John  di- 
vided ihe  filver  among,  which  I  gave  him 
for  that  purpofe;  but  others  got  hold  of 
the  matter,  and  made  up  to  the  above 
number. 


TUESDAY. 

MY  generous  mafter  has  given  me 
this  morning,  a  moft  coniiderate, 
but  yet,  from  the  nature  of  it,  melan- 
choly inftance  of  his  great  regard  for  my 
unworthinefs,  which  I  never  could  have 
wiihed,  hoped  for,  or  even  thought  of. 

He  took  a  walk,  with  me,  after  break- 
fail,  into  the  garden;  and  a  little  mower 
falling,  he  led  me,  for  meher,  into  the 
little  fmnmer-houfe,  in  the  private  gar- 
den, where  he  formerly  gave  me  appre- 
henfions ;  and,  fitting  down  by  me,  he 
faid — '  I  have  now  finifhed  all  that  lies  on 

*  my  mind,  my  dear,  and  am  very  eaiy: 
'  for  have  you  not  wondered,  that  I  have 

*  fo  much  employed  myfelf  in  my  library  ? 
'  Been  fo  much  at  home,  and  yet  not  in 
'  your  company?' — '  No,  Sir,'  faid  I  j  *  I 
'  have  never  been  fo  impertinent  as  to 

*  wonder  at  any  thing  you  pleafe  to  em- 
f  pl°y  yourfelf  about;  nor  would  give 
'  way  to  acuriofity  that  mould  be  trou- 

*  blefome  to  youj  and  betides,  I  know 
4  }  our  large  porTefiions;  and  the  method 
'  you  take  of  looking  yourfelf  into  your 

*  affairs,  rmul  needs  take  upfo  much  of 

*  your  time,  that  I  ought  to  be  very  care- 

*  ful  how  I  intrude  upon  you.' 

«  Well,'  faid  he,  l  but  Til  tell  you 

*  what  has  been  my  laft  work :  I  have 

*  taken  it  into  my  coniideration,  that  at 

*  prefent,  my  line  is  almoft  extinct;  and 
'  that  the  chief  part  of  my  maternal 

*  eftate,  in  caie  I  die  without  iflue,  will 
'  *  go  to  another  line,  and  great  part  of  my 

'  ptrfonal  will  fall  into  fuch  hands,  as  I 

*  mall  not  care  my  Pamela  mould  lie  at 

*  the  mercy  of.  I  have,  therefore,  as  hu- 

*  man  life  is  uncertain,  made  fuch  a  dif- 

*  pofition  of  my  affairs  as  will  make  you 
'  absolutely  independent  and  happy;  as 

*  will  fecure  to  you  the  power  of  doing  a 

*  great  deal  of  good,  and  living  as  a  per- 

*  fon  ought  to  do  who  is  my  relict;  and 
'  mall  put  it  out  of  any-body's  power  to 
'  moleit  your  father  and  mother,  in  the 
c  provifion  I  defign  them,  for  the  remain- 
'  der  of  their  days :  and  I  have  finifhed 

*  all  this  very  morning,  except  to  naming 


'  truftees  for  you;  and  if  you  have  any- 
'  body  you  would  confide  in  more  than 

*  another,  I  would  have  you  fpeak.' 

I  was  fo  touched  with  this  mournful 
inftance  of  his  exceflive  goodnefs  to  me, 
and  the  thoughts  necefiarily  flowingfrom 
the  folemn  occalion,  that  I  was  unable  to 
fpeak;  and  at  laft  relieved  my  mind  by  a 
violent  fit  of  weeping;  and  could  only 
fay,clafping  my  arms  around  the  dear  ge- 
nerous man — '  How  mail  I  fupport  this ! 
'  So  very  cruel,  yet  fo  very  kind  !' 

*  Don't,  my  dear,'  faid  he,  *  be  con- 
'  cerned  at  what  gives  me  pleafure.  I  am 

*  not  the  nearer  my  end,  for  having  made 
'  this  difpolition ;  but  I  think  the  putting 
(  off  thele  material  points,  when  fo  many 
'  accidents  every  day  happen,  and  life  is 

*  fo  precarious,  is  one  of  the  moft  inex- 
1  cufable  things  in  the  world.  And  there 
'  are  many  important  points  to  be  thought 
'  of,  when  life  is  drawing  to  it's  utmoft 
'  verge;  and  the  mind  may  be  fo  agitated 
t  and  unfit,  that  it  is  a  moft  fad  thing  to 
'  put  off,  to  that  time,  any  of  thofe  con- 
(  cerns,  which  more  efpecially  require  a 
'  coniiderate   and   compofed  frame  of 
'  temper,  and  perfect  health  and  vigour, 
'  to  give  directions  about.     My  poor 

*  friend,  Mr.  Carleton,  who  died  in  my 

*  arms  fo  lately,  and  had  a  mind  difturb- 
'  ed  by  worldly  confiderations  on  one 
'  fide,  a  weaknefs  of  body,  through  the 

*  violence  of  his  dijtemper,  on  another, 
'  and  the  concerns  of  ftill  as  much  more 
•'  moment,  as  the  foul  is  to  the  body, 

*  on  a  third,  made  fo  great  an  Jmpref- 

*  fion  upon  me  then,   that  I  was  the 
'  more  impatient  to  come  to  this  houfe, 
'  where  were  moft  of  my  writings,  in 

*  order  to  make  the  difpoiition  I  have 
'  now  perfected:  and  fince  it  is  grievous 
'  to  my  dear  girl,  I  will  think  myfelf  of 
'  fuch  truftees,  as  fhall  be  moft  for  her 

*  benefit.    I  have  only  therefore  to  aflure 
'  you,  my  dear,  that  in  this  inftance,  as  I 
f  will  do  in  any  other  I  can  think  of,  I 

*  have  ftudied  to  make  you  quite  eafy, 
'  free  and  independent.    And  becaufe  I 
'  mail  avoid  all  occafions,  for  the  future, 
'  which  may  difcompofe  you,  I  have  but 
'  onerequefttomake;  which  is,  that  if  it 

*  pleafe  God,  for  my  fins,  to  feparate  me 
«  from  my  deareft  Pamela,  you  will  only 
'  refolve  not  to  marry  one  perfon;  for  I 
«  would  not  be  fuch  a  Herod,  as  to  re- 

-'  ftrain  you  from  a  change  of  condition 

<  with  any  other,  however  reluctantly  I 
'  may  think  of  any  other  perfon' s  fuc- 

<  rpfdino-  i-pp  in  vour  efteem.' 


e  in  your  efteem, 
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1  could  not  anfwer,  and  thought  my 
heart  would  have  burft.  And  he  conti- 
nued— *  To  conclude  at  once  a  fubjecl 
'  that  is  fo  grievous  to  you,  I  will  tell 

*  you,  my  Pamela,  that  this  perfon  is 
Mr.  Williams :  and  now  I  will  acquaint 
you  with  my  motive  for  this  requeft ; 
which  is  wholly  owing  to  my  njcenefs, 
and  to  no  diflike  I  have  for  him,  or  ap- 
prehenlion  of  any  likelihood,  that  it  will 
be  fo :  but,  methinks  it  would  reflect  a 
little  upon  my  Pamela,  if  (lie  was  to 
give  way  to  fuch  a  conduct,  as  if  (lie  had 
married  a  man  for  his  ejlate,  when  (he 
had  rather  have  had  another,  had  it 
not  been  for  that}  and,  that  now,  the 
world  will  fay,  (he  is  at  liberty  to  purfue 
her  inclination,  the  parfon  is  the  man! 
— And  I  cannot  bear  even  the  moft  dif- 
tant  apprehenlion,  that  I  had  not  the 
preference  with  you,  of  any  man  liv- 
ing, let  me  have  been  what  I  would,  as 
I  have  (hewn  my  dear  life,  that  I  have 
preferred  her  to  all  her  fex,  of  what- 
ever degree.' 

I  could  not  fpeak,  might  I  have  had 
the  world;  and  he  took  me  in  his  arms, 
and  faid — *  I  have  now  fpoken  all  my 

*  mind,  and  expeft  no  anfwer;  and  I  fee 
'  you  too  much  moved  to  give  me  one. 

*  Only  forgive  me  the  mention,  fmce  I 

*  have  told  you  my  motive;   which  as 

*  much  affefts  your  reputation,  as  my 

*  nicenefs;  and  offer  not  at  an  anfwer; — 

*  only  fay,  you  forgive  me.  And  I  hope 

*  I  have  not  one  difcompofmg  thing  to 

*  fay  to  my  deareft,  for  the  reft  of  my  lift; 

*  which,  I  pray  God,  for  both  our  lakes, 
«  to  lengthen  for  many  happy  years.1 

Grief  ftill  choaked  up  the  paflage  of 
my  words;  and  he  faid — *  The  mower 

*  is  over,  my  dear:  let  us  walk  out  again.' 
—He  led  me  out,  and  I  would  have 
fpoken;  but  he  faid — '  I  will  not  hear 
'  my  dear  creature  fay  any-thing!    To 

*  hearken  to  your  affurance  of  comply- 

*  ing  with  my  requeft,  would  look  as  if 

*  I  doubted  you,  and  wanted  it.     I  am 

*  confident  I  needed  only  to  fpeak  rny 

*  mind,  to  be  obferved  by  you;  and  I 

*  (hall  never  more  think  on  the  fubjecl, 

*  if  you  do  not  remind  me  of  it.'     He 
then  moftfweetly  changed  the  difcourfe. 

«  Don't  you  with  pleafure,  my  dear,' 
faid  he,  *  take  in  the  delightful  fragrance 
that  this  fweet  (hower  has  given  to  thefs 
banks  of  flowers?  Your  prefence  is  (b 
enlivening  to  me,  that  I  could  almolt 
fancy,  that  what  we  owe  to  the  (hower, 
i$  owing  to  that :  and  all  nature,  me- 


thinks,  blooms  around  me  when  I  have 
my  Pamela  by  my  fide.  You  are  a 
poetefs,  my  dear;  and  I  will  give  you 
a  few  lines,  that  I  made  myfelf  on  fuch 
an  occafion  as  this  I  am  ("peaking  of, 
the  preience  of  a  fweet  companion^  and 
the  freili  verdure,  that,  after  a  mower 
fucceeding  a  long  drought,  (hewed  it- 
felf  throughout  all  vegetable  nature.' 
And  then,  in  a  fweet  and  eafy  accent 
(with  his  dear  arms  about  me  as  he 
walked)  he  fung  me  the  following  verfes ; 
of  which  he  afterwards  favoured  mev/iih 
a  copy : 

I. 

*  ALL  nature  blooms  when  you  appear  j 

«  The  fields  their  richeft  liv'ries  wear; 
'  Oaks,  elms,  and  pines,  bleft  with  your  view, 

*  Shoot  out  frefh  greens,  and  bud  anew. 

*  The  varying  feafons  you  fupply  ; 

*  And,when  you're  gone,  they  fade  and  die* 

II. 

'  Sweet  Philomel,  in  mournful  frrains, 

*  To  you  appeals,  to  you  complains. 

*  The  towYmg  lark,  on  riling  wing, 

*  Warbles  to  you,  your  praife  does  fing  } 

*  He  cuts  the  yielding  air,  and  flies 

*  To  Heav'n,  to  type  your  future  joys* 

III. 

*  The  purple  violet,  damafk  rofe, 

*  Each,  to  delight  your  fenfes,  b>ows« 
'  The  lilies  ope',  as  you  appear  ; 

*  And  all  the  beauties  of  the  year 

*  Diffufe  their  odours  at  your  feet, 

*  Who  give  to  ev'ry  flow'r  it's  (weefe 

IV. 

'  For  flow'rs  and  women  are  ally'd  ; 
«   E  jth,  Nature's  glory,  and  her  pride  ! 

*  Of  every  fragrant  fweet  pofl-ft, 

'  They  bloom  but  for  the  fair-one's  breaft  j 

*  And  to  the  fweliing  bofom  borne, 

*  Each  other  mutually  adorn.' 

Thus  fAvcctly  did  he  palliate  the  woes, 
which  the  generoiityef  his  actions,  mixed 
with  the  foleinnneis  of  the  occafion,  and 
the  ftrange  requeft  he  had  vouchfafed  to 
make  me  had  occafioned.  And  all  he 
\vouid  permit  me  to  fay,  was,  that  I  was 
not  difplealed  with  him! — '  Difpleafed 
'  with  you,  deareft  Sir'.'  faid  1:  'let 
'•  me  thus  tefiify  my  obligations, and. the 
'  force  all  your  commands  (hall  have 
'  upon  me.*  And  I  took  the  liberty  to 
clafp  my  arms  about  his  neck,  and  killed 
him. 

But  yet  my  mind  was  pained  al  times, 

and  has  been  to  this  hour. — God  grant 

that 'I  may  never  fes  the  dreadful  mo- 

O  «  ment, 
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mont,  that  mall  fhut  up  the  precious  life  /• 
of  this  excellently  generous  benefactor 
of  mine!  And — but  I  cannot   bear   to 
iuppoie — I  cannot  fay  more  on  fuch  a 
deepfnbjeft. 

Oh !  what  a  poor  thing  is  human  life 
]n  it's  belt  enjoyments!  fubjecled  to  ima- 
ginary evils,  when  it  has  no  real  ones  ro 
dhlurb  it;  and  that  can  be  made  as  ef- 
feftually  unhappy  by  it's  apprehenfions 
of  remote  contingencies,  as  if  it  was 
ftrh'ggling  with  the  pangs  of  a  prefent 
diftrefs  !  This,  duly  reflected  upon,  me- 
thinks,  mould  convince  every  one,  that 
this  world  is  not  a  pJace  for  the  immor- 
tal mind  to  be  confined  to;  and  that 
there  muft  be  an  hereafter,  where  the^ 
ivbole  foul  fliall  be  fat; s fie d. 

But  I  fliall  get  out  of  my  depth ;  my 
mallow  mind  cannot  comprehend,  as  it 
ought,  thefe  weighty  fubjecls :  let  me 
only  therefore  pray,  that,  after  having 
made  a  grateful  ufe  of  God's  mercies 
here',  I  may  with  my  dear  benefaclor, 
rejoice  in  that  happy  (late,  where  is  no 
mixture,  no  unfatisfiednefs;  and  where 
all  Is  joy,  and  peace,  and  love,  for  ever- 
more ! 

I  faid,  when  he  fat  at  fupper — '  The 
charming  taite  you  gave  me,  Sir,  of 
your  poetical  fancy,  makes  me  fare 
you  have  more  favours  of  this  kind  to 
delight  me  with,  if  you  pleafe;  and 
may  I  beg  to  be  indulged  on  this  agree- 
able head?' — '  Hitherto,'  faid  he, 
my  life  has  been  too  much  a  life  of 
gaiety  and  action,  to  be  bulled  To  in- 
nocently. Some  little  effays  I  have 
now  and  then  attempted  ;  but  very  few 
I  compleated.  *  Indeed  I  had  not 
patience  nor  attention  enough  to  hold 
me  long  to  any  one  thing.  Now-and- 
then,  perhaps,  I  may  occafionally  fliew 
you  what  I  have  eitay'd.  But  t never 
could  pleafe  myfelf  in  this  way.' 


FRIDAY. 

WE  were  yefterday  favoured  with 
the  company  of  almoft  all  the 
neighbouring  gentlemen,  and  their  la- 
dies,  who,     by  appointment  with   one 
another,  met  to  congratulate  our  happi- 
ncfs.     Nothing  could  be  more  obliging, 
more  free  and  affectionate,  than  the  la- 
dies ;  nothing  more  polite  than  the  gen- 
tlemen.    All  was  performed  (for  they 
•  o  fupper)  with  decency  and  order, 


and  much  to  every  one's  fatisfaclion ; 
which  was  principally  owing  to  good 
Mrs.  Jervis's  care  and  fkillj  who  is  an 
excellent  manager. 

For  my  part,  I  was  drefs'd  out,  only 
to  be  admired,  as  it  feems;  and  truly, 
if  I  had  not  known,  that  I  did  not  make 
ray f elf,  as  you,  my  dear  father,  once 
hinted  to  me,  and  if  I  had  had  the  vanity 
to  think  as  well  of  myfelf,  as  the  good 
company  was  pleafed  to  do,  I  might  pof- 
fibly  have  been  proud.  But  I  know,  as 
my  Lady  Davers  faid,  though  in  anger, 
yet  in  truth,  that  I  am  but  a  poor  bit  of 
painted  dirt.  All  that  I  value  myfelf 
upon,  is,  that  God  has  raifed  me  to  a 
condition. to  beufeful,  in  my  generation, 
to  better  perfons  than  myfelf.  This  is 
my  pride :  and  I  hope  this  will  be  all 
my  pride.  For  what  was  I  of  myfelf !— 
All  the  good  I  can  do,  is  but  a  poor 
third-hand  good;  for  my  dearefl  mafter 
himfelf  is  but  the  fecond  hand.  GOD, 
the  All-gracious,  the  All-good,  the 
All-bountiful,  the  All-mighty,  the  All- 
merciful  GOD,  is  the  firft  :  to  HIM, 
therefore,  be  ail  the  glory ! 

As  I  expec"l  the  happinefs,  the  un- 
fpeakable  happinefs,  my  ever-dear  and 
ever  •  honoured  father  and  mother,  of  en- 
joying you  both  here,  under  this  roof  fo 
foon  (and  pray  let  it  be  as  foon  as  you 
can,)  I  will  not  enter  into  the  particulars 
of  the  laft  agreeable  evening :  for  I  mall 
have  a  thoufand  things,  as  well  as  that, 
to  talk  to  you  upon.  I  fear  you  will  be 
tired  with  my  prattle  when  I  fee  you  ! 

I  am  to.  return  thefe  vifits  fmgly  ;  and 
there  were  eight  ladies  here  of  different 
families.  Dear  heart !  I  fliall  find  enough 
to  do  ! — I  doubt  my  time  will  not  be  fo 
well  filled  up,  as  I  once  promifed  my 
dear  mafter? — But  he  is  pleafed,  cheer- 
ful, kind,  affectionate  !  O  what  a  happy 
creature  am  I — May  I  be  always  thank- 
ful to  GOD,  and  grateful  to  him!-— 

When  all  thefe  tumultuous  vifitings 
are  over,  I  mall  have  my  mind,  I  hope, 
fubfide  into  a  family  calm,  that  I  may 
make  myfelf  a  little  ufeftil  to  the  houfe- 
holdof  my  dear  mafter;  or  elfe'I  mall 
be  an  unprofitable  fervant  indeed  ! 

Lady  Davers  fent  this  morning  her 
compliments  to  us  both,  very  affection- 
ately ;  and  her  lord's  good  wifhes  and 
congratulations  :  and  me  defired  my 
writings  per  bearer;  and  fays,  ftie  will 
herfelf  bring  them  to  me  again,  with 
thanks,  as  foon  as  me  has  read  them  ; 

and 


and  me  "and  her  lord  will  come  and  be 
my  euefts  (that  was  her  particular  kind 
word)  for  a  fortnight. 

I  have  now  buiTone  thing  to  vvifti  for, 
and  then,  methinks,  I  ftiall  be  all  ex- 
ftacy ; ,  and  that  is,  your  prefence,  botn 
of  you,  and  your  bleflingsj  which  I 
hope  you  will  beftow  upon  me  every 
morning  and  night,  till  you  are  -fettled 
in  the  happy  manner  my  dear  Mr.  B. 
has  intended. 

.  Methinks  I  want  fadly  your  lift  of 
the  honeft  and  worthy  poor,  for  the  mo- 
ney lies'  by  me,  and  brings  me  no  inte- 
reft.  You  fee  I  am  become  a  mereufurer,- 
and  want  to  make  ufe  'upon  uie :  ami  yet, 
when  I  have  done  all,  I  cannot  do  fo 
much  as  I  ought.  God  forgive  my  im- 
perfeclions  ! 

I  tell  my  dear  fpoufe,  I  want  another 
dairy-houie  vifit.  To  be  fure,  if  he 
won't,  at  prefent,  permit  it.  I  fliall,  if 
pleafe  God  to  fpare  us,  teaze  him  like  any 
over-indulged  wife,  if,  as  the  dear 
charmer  grows  elder,  he  won't  let  me 
have  the  pleafure  of  forming  her  tender 
mind,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  left,  poor 
little  foul !  fiie  fall  into  fuch  mares,  as 
her  unhappy  dear  mother  fell  into.  I 
am  providing  a  power  of  pretty  things 
for  her,  againft  I  fee  her  next,  that  I 
may  make  her  love  me,  if  I  can. 

Juftnow  I  have  theblefled  news,  that 
you  will  fet  out  for  this  happy  houfe,  on 
Tuefday  morning.  The  chariot  mail  be 
with  you  without  fail.  God  give  us  a 
happy  meeting!  O,  howl  long  for  it! 
Forgive  your  impatient  daughter,  who 
fends  this  to  amuleyouon  your  journey; 
and  defires  to  be  ever  fno/J  dutifully  yours. 

HERE  end,  at  prefent,  the  letters 
of  PAMELA,  to  her  father  and 
mother.  They  arrived  at  their  daugh- 
ter's houfe  on  Tuefday  evening  in  the 
following  week,  and  were  received  by 
her  with  the  utmoft  joy  and  duty ;  and 
with  great  goodnefs  and  complaifance  by 
Mr.  B.  And  having  refided  there  till 
every  thing  was  put  in  order  for  them  at 
the  Kentifti  eftate,  they  were  carried 
down  thither  by  himfelf,  and  their  daugh- 
ter, and  put  into  pofleflion  of  the  pretty 
farm  he  had  defigned  for  them. 

rp  HE  reader  will  here  indulge  us  in 
'    a  few  brief  obfervations  which  na- 
turally refult  from  the  ftory  and  charac- 
ters j  and  which  will  ferve  as  fo  many 
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applications  of  it'srnoft  material  incidents 
to  the  minds  of  YOUTH  of  BOTH 
SEXES. 

Firft,  then,  in  the  character  of  the 
GENTLEMAN,  may  -be  it-en  that  of  a 
famionabie  libertine,  who  allowed  him- 
feif  in  the  free  indulgence  of  his  pafiions, 
efpe.cialiy  as  to  the  fair  iex  ;  and  found 
himfelf  fupported  in  his  daring  attempts, 
by  an  affluent  fortune  in  poiTefiion,  aper- 
fonai  bravery,  as  it  is  called,  readier  to 
gi-vt  tiu-n  take  orleni.e,  and  an  impe- 
rious will;  yet  as  he  betimes  fees  his  errors, 
and  reforms  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  an 
ediiy<r.  :y  be  drawn  from  it, 

for  the  uie  ot'f  ich  as  are  born  to  large 
fortunes;  U.IK!  who, may  be  taught,  by 
,  the  inexpredible  ditll-rence 
betwtvn  the  hazards  ami  remorfe  which 
attend  a  profligate  courfeof  life;  and  the 
pieafures  which  flow  from  virtuous  love, 
and  benevolent  actions. 

In  the  character  of  Lady  DAVERS, 
let  the  proud  and  the  high-born  fee  the 
deformity  of'unrer.ibnable  paflion,  and 
how  weak  and  ridiculous  fuch  perfons 
muft  appear,  who  luffer  themielves,  as  is 
ufually  the  cafe,  to  be  hurried  from  the 
height  of  violence  to  the  moft  abjecl  fub- 
miffion;  and  fubjecl:  themfelves  to  be 
outdone  by  the  humble  virtue  they  for 
much  defpile. 

Let  good  CLERGYMEN, in  Mr. WIL- 
LIAMS, fee,  that  whatever  difpleafure  the 
doing  of  their  duty  may  give,  for  a 
time,  to  their  proud  patrons,  Providence 
will,  at  laft,  reward  their  piety,  and  turn 
their  diflrelTts  to  triumph j  and  make  them 
even  more  valued  for  a  conducl  that  gave 
offence  while  the  violence  of  paflion  lait- 
ed,  than  if  they  had  meanly  Hooped  to 
flatter  or  foothe  the  vices  of  the  great. 

In  the  examples  of  good  old  AN- 
DREWS, and  his  WIFE,  let  thofe  who  are 
reduced  to  a  low  eftate  fee,  thatProviclem  e 
never  fails  to  reward  their  honefty  and 
integrity:  and  that  God  will,  in  his  own 
good  time,  extricate  them  by  means  un- 
forefeen,  out  of  their  prefent  difficulties, 
and  reward  them  with  benefits  unhoped 
for. 

The  UPPER  SERVANTS  of  great  fa- 
milies may,  from  the  odious  character  of 
Mrs.  Jewjkcs,  and  the  amiable  ones  of 
O  o  2,  Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Jervis,  Mr.  Longman,  &c.  leani 
what  to  avoid,  and  what  to  choofe,  to 
make  themfelves  valued  and  efteemed  by 
all  who -know  them. 

And,  from  the  double  conduft  of  poor 
John ,  the  Lo  \v  E  R  S  E  R  v  A N  T  s  may  learn 
fidelity,  and  how  to  diftinguim  betweeen 
the  lawful  and  unlawful  commands  of  a 
fuperior. 

The  poor  deluded  female,  who,  like 
the  once  unhappy  Mifs  GODFREY,  has 
given  np  her  honour,  and  yielded  to  the 
allurements  of  her  defigning  lover,  may 
learn  from  her  ilory,  to  Hop  at  thejirj} 
fault,  and,  by  refoiving  to  repent  and 
amend,  fee  the  pardon  and  blefling  which 
await  her  penitence,  and  a  kind'  Provi- 
dence ready  to  extend  the  arms  of  it's 
mercy  to  receive  and  reward  her  return- 
ing duty:  while  the  proftitute,  purfuing 
the  wicked  courfes  into  which,  perhaps, 
fhe  was  at  mil:  inadvertently  drawn,  hur- 
ries herfelf  into  filthy  difeafes,  and  an 
untimely  death;  and,  too  probably,  into 
evcrlalting  perdition. 

Let  the  defponding  heart  be  comforted 
fry  the  happy  iffue  which  the  troubles 
and  trials  of  PAMELA  met  with,  when 
they  fee,  in  her  cafe,  that  no  danger  nor 
in'itrefs,  however  inevitable  or  deep,  to 
their  upprehenfions.  can  be  out  of  the 
•power  of  Providence  to  obviate  or  relieve; 
and  which,  as  in  various  inftancesin  her 
ftory,  can  turn  the  moft  feemingly  griev- 
ous things  to  it's  own  glory,  and  the  re- 
ward cf  fuffering  innocence;  and  that 
too,  at  a  time  when  all  human  profpe&s 
fetm  to  fail. 

Let  the  rich,  and  thofe  who  are  exalted 
from  a  /cw  to  a  high  eflate,  learn  from 
her,  that  they  are  not  promoted  only  for 
a  fingle  good,  but  that  Providence  has 
raifed  them,  that  they  mould  difpenie  to 
ail  within  their  reach,  the  blefiings  it  has 
heaped  upon  them;  and  that  the  greater 
the  power  is  to  which  GOD  hath  raifed 
them,  the  greater  is  the  good  that  will  be 
expecled  from  them. 

From  the  low  opinion  fhe  every  where 
(hews  of  herfelf,  and  her  attributing 
all  her  excellencies  to  pious  education, 
and  her  lady's  virtuous  inftrucYions  and 
bounty,  let  perfons  even  of  genius  and 
fietj)  learn  not  to  arrogate  to  themfelves. 


thofe  gifts  and  graces,  which  they  owfe 
lealt  of  ail  to  themlelves:  fmce  the  beau- 
ties of  perfon  are  frail,  and  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  give  them  to  ou*felves,  or  to 
be  either  prudent,  wife,  or  good,  with- 
out the  affiftance  of  Divine  Grace. . 

From  the  fame  good  example,  let  chil- 
dren fee  what  a  blefling  awaits  their  duty 
to  their  parents,  though  ever  fo  low  in 
the  world  ;  and  that  the  only  difgrace  is 
to  be  difhoneft  j  but  none  at  all  to  be  poor. 

From  the  ceconomy  me  purpofes  to  ob- 
ferve  in  her  elevation,  let  even  ladies  of 
condition  learn,  that  there  are  family  em- 
ployments,  in  which  they  may  and  ought 
to  make  themfelves  ufeful,  and  give  good 
examples  to  their  inferiors,  as  well  as 
equals:  and  that  their  duty  to  God,  cha- 
rity to  the  poor  and  fick,  and  the  diffe- 
rent branches  of  houfehold  management, 
ought  to  take  up  the  moft  conliderable 
portions  of  their  time. 

From  her  fignal  veracity,  which  flic 
never  forfeited,  in  all  the  hardfhips  fhe 
was  tried  with,  though  her  anfwers,  as 
fhe  had  reafonto  apprehend,  would  often 
make  againlt  her;  and  the  innocence  fhe 
preferred  throughout  all  her  ftratagems 
and  contrivances  tofave  herfelf  from  vio- 
lation ;  perfon s,evenforely  tempted,  may 
learn  to  preferve  a  facred  regard  to  truth  ; 
which  always  begets  a  reverence  for  them, 
even  in  the  corrupted  minds. 

In  fhort, 

Her  obliging  behaviour  to  her  equals, 
before  her  exaltation  ;  her  kindnefs 
to  them  afterwards;  her  forgiving 
fpirit,  and  her  generofity ; 

Her  meeknefs,  in  every  circumftance 
where  her  virtue  was  not  concerned ; 

Her  charitable  allowances  for  others, 
as  in  the  cafe  of  Mifs  Godfrey,  for 
faults  fhe  would  not  have  forgivtn 
in  herfelf; 

Her  kindnefs  and  prudence  to  the  off- 
fpringof  that  melancholy  adventure; 

Her  maiden  and  bridal  purity,  which 
extended  as  well  to  her  thoughts,  as 
to  her  words  and  actions; 

Her  fignal  affiance  in  God; 

Her  thankful  fpirit; 

Her  grateful  heart; 

Her  diffuii ve  charity  to  the  poor,  which 
made  herbleffed  by  them  whenever 
fhe  appeared  abroad j 

The 
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The  cheerful  cafe  and  freedom  of  her 

deportment} 
Her  parental,  conjugal,  and  maternal 

duty  j 
Her  focial  virtues ; 

Are  all  fo  many  fignal  inftances  of  the 
excellency  of  her  mind,  which  may  make 
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her  character  worthy  of  the  imitation  of 
her  fex :  and  the  editor  of  thefe  (heels 
will  have  his  end,  if  it  infpires  a  laudable 
emulation  in  the  minds  of  any  worthy 
perfons,  who  may  thereby  intitle  them - 
ielves  to  the  rewards,  the  praiies,  and  the 
biefllngs,  by  which  PAMELA  was  &  de- 
fervedly  diitinguifhed. 


END    OF  THE    SECOND    VOLUME. 


Preface  to  the  Third  and  Fourth  Volumes. 


TH E  Two  former  Volumes  of  PAMELA,  met  with  a  fuccefs  greatly 
exceeding  the  moll  fanguine  expectations:  and  the  Editor  hopes, 
that  the  Letters  which  compofe  thefe,  will  be  found  equally  written  to 
NATURE,  avoiding  all  romantick  flights,  improbable  furprifes,  and 
irrational  machinery;  and  that  the  pailions  are  touched,  where  requifite, 
and  rules,  equally  new  and  practicable,  inculcated,  throughout  the 
whole,  for  the  general  conduct  of  life-:  and,  therefore,  he  flatters  him- 
felf,  that  they  may  expect  the  good  fortune,  whichyfcw  continuations 
have  met  with,  to  be  judged  not  unworthy  the/r/?  part;  nor  difpro- 
portioned  to  the  more  exalted  condition  in  which  PAMELA  was  deftined 
to  fhine,  as  an  affectionate  wife,  a  faithful  friend,  a  polite  and  kind 
neighbour,  an  indulgent  mother,  and  a  beneficent  miftrefi;  after  having 
in  the  two  former  volumes  fupported  the  character  of  a  dutiful  child, 
a  fpotlefs  virgin,  and  a  modeft  and  amiable  bride, 

The  reader  will  eafily  fee,  that  in  fo  great  a  choice  of  material.",  as 
muft  arife  from  a  multitude  of  important  fubjedts,  in  a  married  life,  to 
fuch  geniufes  and  friendfhips  as  thofe  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  the  Editor's 
greateft  difficulty  was,  how  to  bring  them  within  the  compafs  which  he 
was  determined  not  to  exceed.  And  it  having  been  left  to  his  own 
choice,  in  what  manner  to  digeft  and  publiih  the  letters,  and  where  to 
clofe  the  work,  he  had  intended,  at  firft,  in  regard  to  his  other  avoca- 
tions, to  have  carried  the  piece  no  farther  than  the  two  former  volumes. 

It  may  be  expected,  therefore,  that  he  fhould  enter  into  an  explana- 
tion of  the  reafons  whereby  he  was  provoked  into  a  neceflity  of  altering 
his  intention.  But  he  is  willing  to  decline  faying  any-thing  upon  fo 
well-known  a  fubject. 

The  Editor  has  been  much  prefTed  with  importunities  and  con* 
jectures,  in  relation  to  the  perfon  and  family  of  the  gentlemen,  who 
are  the  principal  perfons  in  the  work:  all  he  thinks  himfelf  at  liberty 
to  fay,  or  is  necefTary  to  be  faid,  is  only  to  repeat  what  has  been  already 
hinted,  that  the  ftory  has  it's  foundation  in  truth :  and  that  there  was 
a  neceflity,  for  obvious  reafons,  to  vary  and  difguife  fome  fads  and 
circumftances,  as  alfo  the  names  of  perfons,  places,  &c. 
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VIRTUE     REWARDED. 


VOLUME    THE    THIRD. 


L  E  T-T  E  R    I. 

MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

E  arrived  here  laft  night, 
_ '  highly   pleafed  with   our 

}>  AV  <£     journey,  and  the  occafion 
<£       »       ]*  of  it.      May  God    bids 

S^  Sftr1  you  both  with  long  life  and 
health,  to  enjoy  your  fwcet 
farm,  and  pretty  dwelling,  which  is,  jult 
what  I  wifhed  it  to  be.  And  don't  make 
your  grateful  hearts  too  uneafy  in  the 
pofleflion  of  it,  by  your  modeft  diffidence 
of  your  own  worthinefs  •.  for,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  is  what  will  do  honour  to 
the  beft  of  rne^i,  it  is  not  fo  <very  extraor- 
dinary, conlidering  his  condition,  as  that 
it  will  give  any  one  caufe  to  cenfure  it  as 
the  effecl  of  a  too  partial  and  injudicious 
kindnefs  for  the  parents  of  one  whom  he 
dclightetk  to  honour. 

My  dear  mafter  (why  fliould  I  not  ftill 
call  him  fo,  bound  to  reverence  him  as  I 
am,  in  every  light  that  he  can  mine  in  to 
the  moll  obliged  and  fenuble heart  ? )  holds 
his  kind  purpofe  of  fitting  up  the  large 
parlour,  and  three  apartments  in  the  com- 
modious dwelling  he  calls  yours,  for  hrs 
entertainment  and  mine,  when  he  mall 
permit  me  to  pay  my  duty  to  you  both, 
for  a  few  happy  days  together  ;  and  he 
has  a6lually  given  orders  for  that  pur- 
pofe j  and  that  the  three  apartments 
fitted  up,  as  to  be  rather  ilnUbiv  *•. 


condition,  than  his  o-ion  ;  for,  he  fays, 
the  plain  iimple  elegance  which  he  will 
have  to  be  oblerved  in  the  rooms,  as  well 
as  the  furniture,  will  be  a  variety  in  his 
retirement  to  this  place,  that  will  make- 
him  return  to  his  own  with  ihe  greater 
pleafure  j  and,  at  the  lame  time,  when  we 
are  not  there,  will  be  of  ufe  for  the  recep- 
tion of  any  of  your  friends;  aivl  fo  he 
mall  not,  'as  he  kindly  fays,  rob  the 
good  couple  of  any  of  their  accommo- 
dations. 

The  oU  bow-windows  he  will  have 
preferved,  but  will  not  have  them  fallu-J, 
nor  the  woodbines,  idlamines,  and  viuss, 
that  run  up  againlt  them  deitroyed  j  only 
he  will  have  larger  panes  of  glafs,  and 
convenienter  cafements,  to  let  in  more  of 
the  fweet  air  and  light,  to  make  runends 
for  thatohftrufted  by  theiliadts  t>f  thoie 
fragrant  climbers.  For  he  has  mention.- 
ed  three  or  four  times,  how  gratefully 
theydilpenfed  their  intermingled  cciours 
to  us,  when,  the  laft  evening  we  fcood 
at  the  window  in  our  bed-chamber,  to 
hear  therefponfivefongsof  two  warbling 
nightingales,  one  at  a  diftance,  the  other 
near,  which  took  up  our  delighted  at- 
tention for  above  two  hoars,  and  charm- 
ed us  the  more,  as  we  thought  their  lea- 
fon  had  been  over.  And  when  they  had 
done,  hemr.de  me  fing  him  one,  for  which 
he  rewarded  me  with  a  kifs,  laying— 
*  How  greutly  do  the  innocent  pltaftires 
'  t  now  houriy  tafte,  sxcseJ  the  ?-:!  y 
T  p  *  uimujts 
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tumults  that  ufed  formerly  to  agitate 
my  unequal  mind  !  —  Never  talk,  my 
Pamela,  as  you  frequently  do,  of  ob- 
ligation to  me  :  one  fuch  hour  as  I  now 
enjoy  is  an  ample  reward  for  all  the  be* 
'nefits  I  can  confer  on  you  and  your's 
*  in  my  whole  life  P 

The  parlour  indeed  will  be  mere  ele- 

gant ;  though  that  is  to  be  rather  plain 

than  rich,  as  well  in  it's  waiufcot  as  fur- 

jiiture,  and  to  be  new  floored  .     The  dear 

gentleman  has  already  given  orders  about 

it,  i!md  you  will  foon  have  workmen  with 

you  to  put  them  in  execution  .     The  par- 

lour-doors are  to  have  brafs  hinges  and 

locks,  and  to  fhut  as  clofe,  he  tells  them, 

as  a  watch-cafe:  *  For  who  knows,'  faid 

he,    *  my  dear,  but  we  (hall  have  ftill 

added  blefftngs,  in  two  or  three  charm- 

ing boys  and  girls,  to  place  ihere  in 

their  infancy,  before  they  can  be  of 

age  to  be  benefited  by  your  lefTons 

and  example  ?  And  befides,  I  make  no 

doubt,  but  I  mall  entertain  there  fome 

of  my  chofen  friends,  in  their  excur- 

,,fions,  for  a  day  or  fo.* 

How  am  I,  every  hour  of  my  life, 
overwhelmed  with  inftances  of  God  Al- 
mighty's goodnefs  and  his!  —  O  fpare, 
blefled  Father  of  Mercies,  the  precious 
life  of  this  excellent  man,  and  increafe 
Miy  thankfulnefs,  and  my  worthinefs  ; 
and  then  —  But  what  mall  I  fay  ?  —  Only, 
that  then  I  may  continue  to  be  what  I  am  ; 
for  more  bleffed,  and  more  happy,  in  my 
own  mind,  furely  I  cannot  be. 

The  beds  he  will  have  of  cloth,  be- 

caufe  he  thinks  the  fituation  a  little  cold, 

efpecially  when  the  wind-is  eaitcuiy,  and 

becaufe  he  purpofes  to  be  down  in  the  ear-' 

Jy  fpring  feafon,  now-and-then,  as  well 

as  in  the  latter  autumn,  and  the  window  - 

eurtains  of  the  fame,  in  one  room  red, 

in  the  other  green  ;  but  plain,  left  you 

fliould  be  afraid  to  ufe  tl^rn  occasionally. 

The  carpets  far  them  will  be  ient  with 

the  other  furniture;  for  he  will  not  alter 

the  old  oaken  floors  of  the  bedchamber, 

nor  yet  of  the  little  room  he  intends  for 

my  uie,  to  withdraw  to,  when  I  choofe  not 

to  join  in  fuch  company  as  may  happen 

to  fall  in  :  *  Which,  my  dear,'  fays  he, 

fhall  be  as  little  as  is  pofiibie,  only  par- 

ticular frierids,  who  may  be  diipofed 

-  once  in  a  year  or  two  to  fee,  when  I  am 

there,  how  I  live  with  my  Pamela,  and 

.-  her  parents,   and  how  I  pals  my  time 

in  my  .retirement,.  as  I  mail  call  this  : 

•for  utheiwife,  perhaps,  they  will  be 


*  apt  to  think  I  am  afhamed  of  eomparr? 
I  fhall  always  be  pleafed  with. — Nor 
are  you,  my  dear/  continued  he;  *  tt» 
take  this  as  a  compliment  to  yourfefr, 
but  a  piece  of  vequilite  policy  in  me  -t 
for  who  will  offer  to  reproach  me  for 
marrying,   as  the  world  thinks,  be- 
low me,  when  they  fhall  fee,  that  fuch 
a  reproach,  as  they  intend  it,  is  fo  far 
from  being  fo  to  me,  that  I  not  only 
pride  myfelf  in  my  Pamela,   but  take 
pleafure  in  owning  her  relations  as 
mine,  and  vifitingthem,  and  receiving 
vifits  from  them  j  and  yet  offer  not  ta 
let  them  up  in  fuch  a  glaring  light,  as 
if  I  would  have  the  world  forget  (who 
in  that  cafe  would  always  take  the  more 
pleafure  in  remembering)  what  they 
were  ?  And  how  will  it  anticipate  low 
reflection,  when  they  fhall  fee,  I  can 
bend  my  mind  to  partake  with  them 
the  pleafures  of  their  humble  but  de- 
cent life  ? — Ay,'  continued  he,  '  and 
be   rewarded  for  it  too,   with   better 
health,  better  fpirits,  and  a  better  mind  ^ 
fo  that,  my  dear,'  added  he,  '  I  mail 
reap  move  benefit  by  what  I  jpropofe  t» 
do,  than  I  fhall  confer.' 
In  this  generous  manner  does  this  beft 
of  men  endeavour  to  difclaim,  (though 
I  mull  be  very  ungrateful,  if,  with  me, 
it  did  not  ihhan.ce)  the  proper  merit  of 
a  beneficence  which  is  natural  to  him  ; 
and  which,  indeed,  as  I  tell  him,  may  be 
in  one  refpecl  depreciated,  inafmuch  as 
(fo  excellent  is  his  nature)  he  cannot  help 
it  if  he  would . — O  that  it  was  in  my  power 
to  rccompenfe  him  for  it !  But  I  am  poor, 
as  I  have  often  faid,  in  every  thing  but 
will— and  that  is  wholly  \\\$;  and  vvnata 
happinefs  is  it  to  me,  a  happinefs  I  could 
not  i'o  early  have  hoped  for,  that  I  can  fav 
fo  without  rejervej  lince  the  dear  object  of 
my  happinefs  requires  nothing  of  me  but 
what  is  confident  with  my  duty  to  the 
Supreme  Benefactor,  thefirft  mover  and 
cauie  of  all  his  own  happinefs,  of  my 
happinefs,  and  of  that  of  my  dear,  my' 
ever-dear  parents ! 

But  whither  does  the  inchanting  fubjeft 
lead  me  1  I  am  running  on  to  my  ufual 
length,  though  I  have  not  the  fame  ex  - 
cufe  for  it ;  for  heretofore  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  write.  Yet,  I  am  fare,  if 
I  do  exceed  a  little,  you  will  be  pleafed 
with  it ;  and  you  have  moreover  a  righ^' 
to  rejoice  with  me  in  the  days  of  my  fe- 
licity, after  your  indulgent  hearts  hadt 
been  fo  much  pained  by  %  long  iucceflion 
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Wmy  fears  and  my  dangers,  which  only 
•ought  to  be  remembered  now,  as  fubje6ts 
•of  thankful  exultation,  by  your  dutiful 
find  happy  daughter. 


LETTER    II. 

MY  DEAREST  DAUGHTER, 

I  Need  not  repeat  to  you  the  fenfe  your 
good  mother  and  I  have  of  our  happi- 
nefs,and  of  our  obligations  toyoui  honour- 
ed fpoufe :  you  both  were  pleafed  witnefles 
of  it  every  hour  of  the  happy  fortnight 
you  patTed  with  us.  But  Hill,  my  dear, 
we  hardly  knowtoaddrefs  ourfelves  even 
to  you,  much  lefs  to  the  "Squire,  with 
•the  freedom  he  ib  often  invited  us  to  take  : 
for,  I  don't  know  how  it  is,  but  though 
you  are  our  daughter,  and  are  fo  far  from 
being  lifted  up  by  your  high  condition, 
that  we  fee  no  difference  in  your  beha- 
viour to  us,  your  poor  parents,  yet  when 
we  look  upon  you  as  the  lady  of  fo  fine 
a  gentleman,  we  cannot  forbear  having  a 
kind  of  refpecl,  and— I  don't  know  what 
to  call  it — that  lays  a  little  rettraint  upon 
xis.  And,  yet  we  would  not,  methinks, 
let  our  minds  be  run  away  with  the  ad- 
miration of  worldly  grandeur,  ib  as  to 
let  too  much  by  it. 

But  your  merit,  and  your  prudence, 
sny  dear  daughter,  is  fo  much  above  all 
we  could  ever  have  any  notion  of :  and 
to  have  gentry  come  only  to  behold  you, 
and  admire  you,  not  fo  much  for  your 
genteelnefs,  and  amiablenefs  neither,  as 
for  your  behaviour,  and  your  affability 
to  poor  as  well  as  rich,  and  to  hear  every 
one  calling  you  an  angel,  and  faying,  you 
defer<ve  to  be  what  you  are,  makes  us 
hardly  know  how  to  look  upon  you,  but 
as  an  angel  indeed !  I  am  fure  you  have 
been  a  good  angel  to  us;  fmce,  for  your 
lake,  God  Almighty  has  put  it  into  your 
honoured  hufband's  heart  to  make  us  the 
happieft  couple  in  the  world.  But  little 
lefs,  indeed,  we  mould  have  been,  had 
we  only,  in  fomefar  diftant  land,  heard 
of  our  dear  child's  happinefs,  and  never 
partaken  of  the  benefits  of  it  ourfelves. 
But  thus  tobe  provided  for !  Thus  kind- 
ly to  be  owned,  and  called  Father  and  Mo- 
ther by  fiich  a  brave  gentleman  1  and  thus 
to  be  placed,  that  We  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  blefs  God,  and  blefs  him,  and 
blefs  you,  and  hourly  pray  for  you  both, 
jo  fuch  a  providence,  my  dear  child,  as  is 


too  mighty  tobe  borne  by  us,  with  equal - 
nefs  of  temper ;  and  we  kneel  together 
every  morning,  noon,  and  night,  and 
weep  and  rejoice,  and  rejoice  and  weep, 
to  think  how  our  unworthinefs  is  diftin- 
guifhed,  and  how  God  has  provided  for 
us  in  our  latter  days,  when  all  that  we 
had  to  fear  was,  that,  as  we  grew  older 
and  more  infirm,  and  worn  out  by  hard 
labour,  we  mould  be  troublefome  where, 
not  ourpiide,  but  our  induftrious  wills, 
would  have  made  us  wifh  not  to  be  fo  j 
—but  to  be  intitled  to  a  happier  lot :  for 
this  would  have  grieved  us  the  more,  for 
the  fake  of  you,  my  dear  child,  and  your 
unhappy  brother's  children:  for  it  is 
Well  known,  that,  though  we  pretend 
not  to  boaft  of  our  family,  and  indeed 
have  no  reafon,  yet  none  of  us  were  ever 
funk  fo  low  as  I  was  :  to  be  fure,  partly 
by  my  own  fault ;  for,  had  it  been  for 
your  poor  aged  mother's  fake  only,  I 
ought  not  to  have  done  what  I  did  for 
John  and  William ;  for,  fo  unhappy 
were  they,  poor  lads  !  that  what  I  could 
do,  was  but  as  a  drop  of  water  to  a 
bucket. 

But  yet  theiflue  has  fhewn,  that,  (if  I 
may  prelume  to  fay  fo)  what  I  did  was 
not  difpleafmg  to  God  ;  inafmuch  as  I 
have  the  comfort  to  fee  that  my  reliance 
on  him,  while  I  was  doing  what  though 
fome  thought  imprudent  things,  yet  not 
wrong  things,  is  fo  abundantly  rewarded, 
beyond  expectation  and  deieit.  Blefied 
be  his  holy  name  for  it ! 

You  command  me — Let  me,  as  writing 
to  Mr.  B's  lady,  fay  command,  though 
as  to  my  dtar  daughter ,  I  will  only  fay 
dcfirt :  and,  indeed,  I  will  not,  as  you 
wifh.  me  not  to  do,  let  the  one  condition, 
which  was  accidental,  put  the  other, 
which  was  natural,,  out  of  my  thought  : 
you  fpoke  it  in  better  words,  but  this  was 
the  fenfe.— But  you  have  the  gift  of  ut- 
terance; and  education  is  a  fine  thing, 
where  it  meets  with  fuch  talents  to  im- 
prove upon  as  God  has  given  you. — But 
let  me  not  forget  what  I  was  going  to 
fay — You  command — or,  if  you  pleafe— 
you  dejlre  me  to  write  long  letters,  and 
often — And  how  can  1  help  it,  if  I  would  * 
For  when  here,  in  this  happy  dwelling, 
and  this  well-ftocked  farm,  in  thefe  rich 
meadows,  and  well-crept  acres,  we  look 
around  us,  and  which  way  foever  we  turn 
our  heads,  fee  bldHngs  upon  blefinigs, 
and  plenty  upon  plenty ;  fee  barns  well-. 
itored,  poultry  increafing,  the  kine  low- 
P  p  z  ing 
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ing  and  Trending1  about  u«,  and  all  fruit- 
ful ;  and  are  bid  to  call  all  thefe  our  own. 
And  then  think,  that  all  is  the  reward  of 
our  child's  virtue!  —  O  my  dear  daugh- 
ter, who  can  hear  thefe  things  !.  —  Excufe 
rne  !—  I  mult  break  off  a  little  !  For  my 
eyes  are  as  full  as  my  heart  j  and  I  will 
retire  to  blefs  God,  and  your  honoured 
Imfband. 

So,  my  dear  child,  I  now  again  take  up 
ray  pen  :  but  reading  what  I  had  written, 
in  order  to  cany  on  the  thread,  I  can 
hardly  forbear  again  being  in  one  fort  af- 
fected.     But  do  you  think  I  will  call 
all  thefe  things  my  own  ?-~Do  you  think 
I  will  live  rent-  free  ?  —  Do  you   think  I 
would  r  Can  the  honoured  'fquire  believe, 
that  having;  fuch  a  generous  example  be- 
fore me,  if  I  had  no  gratitude  in  my  tem- 
per before,  I  could  help  being   touched 
by  fuc  h  an  one  as  he  fets  me  ?  If  his  good- 
nefs  makes  him  know  no  mean  in  giving, 
ihall  I  be  ib  greedy  as  to  know  none  in 
receiving  ?  —  Come,  come,  my  dear  child, 
your  poor  father  is  not  ib  fordid  a  wretch 
neither.     He  will  mew  the  world,  that  all 
thefe  benefits  are  not  thrown  away  upon 
one,  who  will  difgrace  you  as  much  by 
his  temper,    as  by  his  condition  :  what 
f  hough  I  cannot  be  as  worthy  of  all  thefe 
favours  as  I  wifh,  I  will  be  as  worthy  as 
I  can.     And  let  me  tell  you,  my  dear 
child,  if  the  kinj*  and  his  royal  family 
{God  blefs  'em  !)  be  not  afluimed  to  re- 
ceive taxes  ana  duties  from  his  fubjeils  j 
.if  dukes  and  earls,  and  all  the  top  gen- 
try, cannot  f'.ipport  their  bravery,  with- 
out having;  their  rents  paidj  I  hope  I 
/hall  not  affront  the  'fquire,  to  pay  to  his 
fttward,  what  any  other  perfon  would  pay 
forthis  noble  frock,  npd  improving  farm: 
and  I  will  do  it,  if  it  pleafe  God  to  blefs 
ine  with  life  and  health.     I  mould  not 
be  worthy  to  crawl  upon  the  earth,   if  I 
did  not.     And  what  did  I  fay  to  Mr. 
Longman,  the  faithful  Mr.  Longman  ? 
Sure  no  gentleman  had  ever  a  more  wor- 
thy lie  ward  than  he  :  it  was  as  we  were 
walking  over  the  grounds  together  —  and 
obferving  in  what  gopd  order  every  thing- 
was,  he  was  p  railing  fomc  little  contriv- 
ances of  my  own,  tor  the  improvement 
of  the  farm,  and  fayiY.g,  how  comfort- 
ably he  hoped  we  might  live  upon  it. 
'  Ay,   Mr.   Longman,1  faid  I,  *  com- 
*  fortably  indeed  :   but  do  you  think  I 
'  could  be  properly  faid  to  live,  if  I  \va.s 
'  not  to  pay  as  much  rent  for  it  as  ano- 


<  ther  ?'— <  I  can  tell  you,*  faid  he,  '  the 
'-  Squire  will  not  receive  any  thing  from 
4  you,    Goodman    Andrews.  —  Why, 
f  man,   he  has  no  pccafion  for  it :  he's 

*  worth  a  power  of  money,  befides  a  noble 
'  and  clear eftate  inland. — Ad's  heart- 

*  likins,  you  muft  not  affront  him,  I  can 

*  tell  you  that :  for  he's  as  generous  as  a 
4  prince,  where  betakes;  butheishafty, 
'  and  will  have  his  own  way.' — *  Why, 
1  for  that  reaibn,  Mr.  Longman,'  faid 
I,     *  I  was  thinking  to  make  you  my 

*  friend!'  —  *  Make  me  your  friend  1 
«  You  have  not  a  better  in  the  world,  to 
'  my  power,   I  can  tell  you  that ;  nor 
'  your  dame  neither;  for  I  love  fuch  ho- 
'  neft  hearts:  I  wifh  my  own  brother 
'  would  let  me  love  him  as  well ;  but  let 

*  that  pafs. — What  I  can  do  for  you,  I 

*  will,  and  here's  my  hand  upon  it.' 

*  Well  then,'  faid  I,  «  it  is  this :  let 
'  me  account  to  you  at  the  rent  Farmer 
'  Dickens  offered,  and  let  me  know  what 

*  the  ftock  coft,   and  what  the  crops  are 
'  valued  at;  and  pay  the  one  as  I  can, 

*  and  the  other  quartei  ly  ;  and  not  let  the 

*  'fquire  know  it  till  you  can't  choofe  ; 
1  and  I  mall  be  as  happy  as  a  prince  j 

*  for  I  doubt  not,  by  God's  bleJling,  to 
'  make  a  comfortable  livelihood  of  it  be- 

<  fides.'—*  Why,  doft  believe,    Good- 
'  man  Andrews,'  faid  he,  'that  I  would 

.-'  do  fuch  a  thing  ? — Would  not  his  ho- 

*  nour  think  if  I  hid  one  thing  from  him, 
'  I  might  .hide  another  ! — Go  to,  goto, 
'  honelt  heart,  I  love  thee  dearly  :   but 
'  can  Mr.  B.  do  too  much  for  his  lady, 
'  think'rt  thou  ?  Come,  come,'  (and  he 
jeer'd  me  fo,  I  could  not  tell  what  to  fay 
to  him)   '  I  wifh  at  bottom  there  is  not 
1  fome  pride  in  this. — What,  I  warrant, 
'  you  would  not  be  too  much  beholden  to 
'  his  honour,  would  you  ?' — '  No,  good 
<  Mr.  Longman,' faid  I,  '  it  is  not  that, 

*  I'm  fure.     If  I  have  any  pride,  it  is 

*  only  in  my  dear  child — to  whom,  un- 
'  der  God,  all  this  isowing. — But  fome 

*  how  or  other  it  fhall  be  fo,* 

And  fo,  my  dear  daughter,  I  refolve 
it  Ihall ;  and  it  will  be,  over  and  above, 
one  of  the  greateft  pleafures  to  me,  to  do 
the  good  'fquire  fervice,  as  well  as  to  be 
fb  much  benefited  and  obliged  by  him. 

Our  eldtft  grandfon  Thomas  is  very 
defirous  to  come  and  live  with  us  :  the 
boy  is  honeft,  and,  they  tell  me,  induiV,- 
trious.  And  coufin  Burroughs  wants 
me  to  employ  his  foil  Roger,  who  under-.' 
;iunds  the  bufinefs  of  a  farm  very  well; 

It 
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It  is  no  wonder,  that  all  one's  relations 
mould  wifh  to  partake  of  our  happy  lot  j 
and  if  they  can  and  will  do  their  bufmefs 
as  well  as  others,  I  fee  not  why  relation- 
fhip  fhould  be  an  objection  :  but  yet,  I 
think,  one  would  not  beleaguer,  as  one 
may  fay>  your  honoured  hulband  with 
one's  relations.  You,  my  beft  child, 
will  give  me  always  your  advice,  as  to 
my  carriage  in  this  my  new  lot  ;  for  I 
would  not  for  the  world  be  thought  an 
incroacher.  And  I  am  fure  you  have  fo 
much  prudence,  that  there  is  nobody's 
advice  fitter  to  be  followed  than  your's. 

Our  blefling  (I  am  fure  you  have 
blefledus !)  attend  you,  my  deareft  child j 
and  may  you  be  as  happy  as  you  have 
made  us,  (1  cannot  wifh  you  to  be  hap- 
pier, becaufe  I  have  no  notion  how  it  can 
pe,  in  this  life)  conclude  us,your  ever- 
loving  father  and  mother, 

JOHN  0M/ELIZ.  ANDREWS. 

May  we  hope  to  be  favoured  now-and- 
tlien  with  a  letter  from  you,  my<lear 
child,  like  fome  of  your  former,  to  let 
us  know  how  you  go  on  ?  It  would  be 
a  great  joy  to  us  :  indeed  it  would.— 
But  we  know  you'll  have  enough  to 
do  without  obliging  us  in  this  way. 
So  mult  acquiefce. 


LETTER    III. 

MY   DEAR  FATHER  AND   MOTHER, 

I  Have  mewed  your  letter  to  my  be- 
loved.—Don't  be  uneafy  that  I  have  j 
for  you  need  not  be  afhamed  of  it,  lince 
it  is  my  pride  to  have  fuch  honeft  and 
grateful  parents  :  and  I'll  tell  you  what 
he  faid  to  it,  as  the  beft  argument  I  can 
vife,  why  you  fhould  not  be  uneafy,  but 
enjoy  without  pin  or  anxiety  all  the  be- 
nefits of  your  nappy  lot. 

*  Dear,  good  fouls  !'  faid  he,  *  how 
does  eveiy  thing  they  fay,  and  every 
thing  they  write,  manifelt  the  worthi- 
nefs  of  their  hearts  !  No  wonder,  Pa- 
mela, you  love  and  revere  fuch  honeft 
minds;  for  that  you  would  do,  were 
they  not  your  parents :  and  tell  them, 
that  I  am  fo  far  from  having  them  be- 
lieve, that  what  I  have  done  for  them 
is  only  the  effect  of  my  affection  for 
their  daughter,  that  let  'em  find  out 
another  couple  as  worthy  as  themfelves, 
and  I  will  do  as  much  for  them.  In- 
deed I  would  nut  place  them/  conti- 


nued the  dear  obliger,  rm  the  fame 
county,  becaufe  I  would  wifh  tnvo 
counties  to  be  blefs'd  for  their  fakes. 
Tell  them,  my  dear,  that  they  have  a 
right  to  what  they  enjoy  on  the  foot  of 
their  own  proper  merit;  and  A/^them 
enjoy  it  as  their  patrimony :  and  if 
there  can  any  thing  arife,  that  is  more 
than  they  themfelves  can  wifh  for,  in. 
the  way  of  life  they  choofe  to  live,  let 
them  look  round  among  their  own  re- 
lations, where  it  may  be  acceptable, 
and  communicate  to  them  the  like  fo- 
lid  reafons  for  rejoicing  in  the  {Situation, 
they  are  pleafed  with  :  and  do  you, 
my  dear,""  continued  he,  '  ftill  farther 
enable  them,  as  you  fliall  judge  proper, 
to  gratify  their  inlarged  hearts,  for 
fear  they  mould  deny  any  comfort  to 
themfelves  inordertodo  good  to  others.* 
I  could  only  fly  to  his  generous boibm, 
(for  this  is  a  fubject  which  moft  affects 
me)  and,  with  my  eyes  fwrniming  in 
tears  of  grateful  joy,  and  which  over- 
flowed as  foon  as  my  bold  lips  touched 
his  dear  face,  blefs  God,  and  blefs  him, 
with  my  whole  heart;  for  fpeak  I  could 
not !  But,  almoft  choak'd  with  my  joy, 
fobb'd  to  him  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments.—-He  clafped  me  in  his  arms,  and 
faid — c  How,  my  deareft,  do  you  over- 
pay me  for  the  little  I  have  done  for 
your  parents !  If  it  be  thus  to  be  blefs'd 
for  conferring  benefits  fo  ipfignincantta 
a  man  of  my  fortune,  what  joys  is  it 
not  in  the  power  of  rich  men  to  c,ive 
themfclves,  whenever  they  pleafe  !— 
Foretaftes,  indeed,  of  thofe  we  are  bid 
to  hope  "for ;  which  can  furely  only  ex- 
ceed thefe,  as  lhen\v&  fhall  be  all  intel- 
lect, and  better  fitted  to  receive  them." 
— '  'Tis  too  much  '.—too  much,'  faid  I, 
n  broken  accents  : — c  How  ran  loppref- 
fed  with  the  pleafure  you  gave  me  !— 
O,  Sir,  blefs  me  more  gradually,  and 
more  cauiioufly — for  I  cannot  bear  it  !* 
And,  indeed,  my  heart  went  flutter, 
flutter,  flutter,  at  his  dear  breaft,  as 
if  it  wanted  to  break  it's  too  -narrow 
prifon,  to  mingle  ftill  more  intimately 
with  his  own. 

Surely,  furely,  my  dear,  my  beloved 
parents,  nobody's  happinefs  is  fb  great  as 
mine  ! — If  it  proceeds  thus  from  degree 
to  degree,  and  is  to  be  augmented  by  the 
hope,  fhe  charming  hope,  that  the  dear 
fecond  author  of  yourbleflings  and  mine, 
be  the  uniformly  good  as  well  as  the  par- 
tially kind  man  to  us,  what  a  felicity  will 
thi$  be!  and  if  our  prayers  fliali  be  heard. 

and 
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and  we  ibull  have  the  pleafure  to  think', 
that  his  advances  in  piety  are  owing  not 
a  little  to  them,  and  to  tne  example  God 
Jlnil  give  us  grace  to  fet;  then,  indeed, 
may  we  take  the  pride  to  think,  we  have 
repaid  his  goodnefs  to  us,  and  that  we 
liave  fatisfied  the  debt,  which  nothing 


Thus,  then,  do  I  fet  before  you  im- 
perfectly, as  I  am  forced  to  do,  the  de- 
light your  grateful,  your  honeft  hearts 
give  us  j  I  fay,  imperfectly,  and  well  I 
may  ;  for  I  might  as  eafily  paint  found, 
*isdefcribe  the  noble,  the  fublime  plea- 
firres,  that  wind  up  my  afFe6lions  to  even 
a  painful  height  of  rapture  on  fuch  occa- 
fions  as  this  :  and  I  defire,  as  he  often  bids 
ws  ,  that  you  will  take  to  yourfelyes  the 
merit  of  thus  delighting  us  both,  and 
then  think  with  lefsuneafmefs,  of  the  ob- 
ligation you  are  under  to  the  beft  of 
friends.  —  And  indeed  it  is  but  doing  juf- 
tice  to  his  beneficent  temper,  to  think, 
that  we  have  given  him  an  opportunity 
*>f  exercifingir,  in  a  way  fo  agreeable  to 
it  ;  and  I  can  tell  by  the  ardour  of  his 
fpeech,  by  the  additional  luftre  that  it 

i:p  in  his  eyes,  naturally  fo  lively, 
and  by  the  virtuous  endearments,  refined 
on  thefe  occaiions  above  what  fenfc  can 
Jcnow,,  that  he  has  a  pleafure,  a  joy,  a 
tranfport,  in  doing  what  he  does  or  this 

•"!.;it  is  ifs  own  reward  ;  as  every 

B$  nnd  noble  action  muft  be  to  a 

.wind  that  can  be  delighted  with  virtus 

.  own  fake,  and  can  finditfdf  cn- 

>  by  the  power  of  doing  good  to 
worthy  objects.  'Even  I,  ray  dear  pa- 
rents, know  this  by  experience,  when  I 
can  be  an  humble  means  to  make  an  ho- 
ncft  creature  happy,  though  not  related 
to  my  felf;  and  yet  I  am  but  a  third-hand 
cHtpenfer,  as  I  have*  elfewhere  laid,  of 
theie  comforts  ;  arrd  all  the  light  I  com- 
rruTmoate,  as,  J  once,  before  obfervedf, 
}.ike  that  of  the  moon,  is  but  borrowed 
from  his  funny  radiance. 

Forgive  me,  my  dear,  my  worthy  pa- 
iTTrts,  if  my  ftile  on  this  fubiecl  be  railed 
Above  that  natural  simplicity,  which  is 
more  fuited  to  my  humble  talent?.  But 
h-nv  can  I  help  rt  i  For  when  the  mmd 
is  elevated,  ou.-'ht  not  the  fenfe  we  have 
of  our  happinel*  to  make  our  expremotis 
lonv  equally  ?  Can  the  affections  be  fo 
Hghlv  railed  a^  mine  are  on  thefe  occa- 
fotts,  and  the  thoughts  creep  groveling, 
Jikc  one's  ordinary  felf?  No,  indeed!  — 


Call  not  this,  therefore,  the  gift'of  tit* 
terance,  if  it  mould  appear  to  you  in  a 
better  light  than  it  deferves.  It  is  the 
gift  of  gratitude;  a  gift  which  makes  you, 
and  me  too,  fpfctk  and  <voritet  as  I  hope 
it  will  make  us  aft>  above  ourfelves.— 
And  thus  will  our  gratitude  be  the  in'- 
i'pirer  of  joy  to  our  common  benefaclor ; 
and  his  joy  will  heighten  our  gratitude ; 
and  fo  we  fliall  proceed,  as  caufe  and  o-f- 
feel  to  each  other's  happinefs,  to  blels 
the  dear  man  who  btefles  us. — And  will 
it  be  right  then  to  lay,  you  are  uneafy 
under  fuch  (at  leaft  as  to  your  wills)  re- 
turned and  difcharged  obligations  ?  GocJ 
Almighty  requires  only  a  thankful  heart 
for  all  the  mercies  he  heaps  upon  the 
children  of  men:  my  dear  Mr.  B.  who, 
in  thefe .  particulars,  imitates  Divinity, 
defires  no  more : — You  have  this  thank- 
ful heart; — yes,  you  have;  and  tfeat  to 
fuch  a  high  degree  of  gratitude,  that  no- 
body can  exceed  you. 

But  yet,  my  dear  parents,  when  your 
worthy  minds  would  be  too  much  affect- 
ed with  your  gratitude,  fo  as  to  lay  you 
tinder  the  reftraints  you  mention,  to  the 
dear  gentleman,  and  for  his  fake,  to 
your  dependent  daughter;  then  let  me 
numbly  advife  you,  that  you  will  at  ftkh 
times,  with  more  particular,  more  ab- 
drafted  afpirations,  than  at  others,  raife 
your  thoughts  upwards,  and  confider 
who  it  is  that  gives  him  the  opportunity  j 
and  pray  for  him  and  for  me;  for  him, 
that  all  his  future  actions  may  be  of  a 
piece  with  this  noble  diJpofilionofmindj 
for  me,  that  I  may  continue  humble, 
and  confider  my  felf  bleli  for  your  fakes, 
and  in  order  that  I  may  be,  in  fomefort, 
a  rewardcr  in  the  hands  of  Providence., 
of  this  it's  dear  excellent  agent;  an«i 
then  we  mall  iook  forward,  all  of  us, 
with  pleafure  indeed  to  that  ftate,  where 
there  is  no  diftinclion  of  degree,  and 
where  the  humble  cottager  fhall  be  upon 
a  par  with  the  proudeft  monarch. 

O  my  dear,  dear  parents,  how  can 
you,  as  in  your/><?/?/b7/>£,fay — *  May  we 
1  iv)?  be  favoured  now-and-then  with  a 
'  letter  ''  Call  me  your  daughter,  your 
Pamela — I  am  no  lady  to  you.— I  have 
more  pleafure  to  be  called  your  comfort, 
and  to  In-  vhouoht  to  acl  worthy  of  the 
femiinents  with  which  your  examples, 
caution*,  and  initruclions,  have  infpired 
me,  than  in  anv  other  thing  in  this  lifej 
my  determined  duty  to  our  common  be- 


*  See  Vel.  II.  p.  zSS.     f  £se  VoJ,  II.  p 
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,  the  bed  of  gentlemen  andhuf- 
bantls,  excepted.  Anil  I  am  lure,  God 
has  bleffed  me  for  your  lakes,  and  has 
thus  anfwered  for  me  all  your  prayers  -7 
na.y,more  than  aufwered  all  you  or  I  could 
have  vvifhed  or  hoped  for.  We  only 
prayed,  only  hoped,  that  God  would 
preferve  you  honed,  and  me  virtuous  : 
and  fee,  O  fee,  my  excellent  parents, 
bow  we  are  crpwn'd  with.blefimgs  upon 
bleiFings,  till  we  are  the  talk  of  ail  that 
know  us  : — You  for  vourhonedy;  I  tor 
my  humility  and  virtue  I — that  virtue 
which  God's  grace  infpired,  and  your 
examples  and  IciTons,  with  thole  of  rr:y 
<leai-good  lady,  cultivated  j  and  which 
now  have  left  me  nothing  to  do  but  to- 
reap  all  the  rewards  which  this  li. 
afford  ;  and  if  I  walk  humbly,  and  im- 
prove my  bleffed  opportunities,  will 
heighten  and  perfect  all  in  a  dill  more 
joyful  futurity. 

Hence,  my  dear  parents,  (I  mean, 
from  the  delight  I  have  in  writing  to 
you,  a  delight  which  tranfports  me  ib 
far  above  my  own  fphere)  you'll  fee,  that 
T  mujl  write  to  you,  and  cannot  help  it, 
if  I  would,  And  will  it  be  a  great  joy 
to  you  ! — And  is  there  any  thing  that 
can  add  to  your  joy,  think  you,  that  is 
in  the  power  of  your  Pamela,  that  (he 
would  not  do? — O  that  the  lives  and 
healths  of  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  and  my 
cleared  parents,  may  be  continued  tome! 
And  who  then  can  be  fo  blcft  as  your 
Pamela  ? 

I  will  write;  depend  upon  it,  I  will — 
on  every  occafion  : — and  you  augment 
my  joys,  to  think  it  is  in  my  power  to 
acid  to  your  comforts.  Nor  can  you  con- 
ceive the  pleaiure  I  have  in  hoping  that. 
this  your  new  happy  lot  may,  by  reliev- 
ing you  from  corroding  care,  and  the  too 
wearing  effects  of  hard  labour,  add,  in 
thefe  your  advanced  years,  to  both  your 
days. — For,  fo  happy  am  I,  I  can  have 
*  no  grief,  no  pain,  in  looking  forward, 
but  from  fuch  thoughts  as  remind  me, 
that  one  day  either  you  from  me,  or  I 
from  you,  mud  be  feparated. 

But  it  is  fit,  that  we  fo  comport  our- 
(elves,  as  that  we  mould  not  imbitter  our 
prefent  happinefs  with  proipecls  too 
gloomy — but  bring  our  minds  to  be 
cheerfully  thankful  for  the  prefent,  wifely 
to  enjoy  that  prefent  as  we  go  along—- 
and at  lad,  whtn  all  is  to  be  wound  up, 


lie  down,  and  fay—*  Not  miKet  but  Tty 
1   iviUbe  done.  /' 

I  have  written  a  great  deal;  yet  have 
much  dill  to  fay  relating  toother  parts  of 
your  kind,  your  acceptable  letter;  ami 
fo  will  foon  write  again:  for  I  mult  think 
every  opportunity  happy,  whereby  I  can 
aifure  you,  how  much  I  am,  and  wi!'. 
ever  be,  without  any  addition  to  raj 
name,  if  that  will  make  you  eaiier, ysur 
dutiful 

PAMELA, 

LETTER    IV. 

MY  DEAREST  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

INow  write  again,  as  I  told  you  I 
fhould  in  my  lad: — but  I  am 
afraid  to  look  back  on  the  copy  of  it ;  for 
your  worthy  hearts,  fo  vifible  in  your  lettrr 
and  my  beloved's  kind  deportment  upon 
fhtwing  it  to  him,  railed  me  into  the 
of  mind  that  was  bordering  on 
extncy  :  yet  am  I  lure,  I  wrote  my  heart. 
But  you  mud  not,  my  dear  father,  writs 
to   your   poor    Pamela   fo    offectingly,. 
Your  fteadier  mind   could  hardly  beav 
your  own  moving  drain,  and  you  were 
forced  to  lay  down  your  pen,  and  retire: 
how  then  could  I,  who  love  you  fo  clearly , 
if  you  had  not,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  increase  A 
that  love  by  frefli  and  "ftronger  inf. 
of  your  wortrnnefs,  forbear  being; 
ed.  and  raited  above  mylelf! — But  I  will 
/gain  touch  upon  this  fubje£t. 


You  mud  know  then,  that  my 
fponie  commands  nvj,  with  his  kind  re- 
ipccls,  to  teli  you,  that  he  has  thought  of 
a  method  to  make  your  worthy  hearts 
eafy;  thofe  were  his  words  :  '  And  this 
'  is,'  faid  he,  «  by  putting  that  whoic 
'  edate,  with  the  new  purchafe,  under 

*  your  father's  care,  as  I  at  fird  intend - 
'  ed* ;  and  he  fliall  receive  and  pu 

'  order  every  thing  as  he  pic',-- 
'  Longman,  who  grows  in  years,  • 
'-  eafed  of  that  burden.     Your  fa 
faid  he,  *  writes  a  very  legible  ha;, 

*  he  ihall  take  what  ailidants  he  plea-ts  :. 

*  and  do  you,  Pamela,  fee  to  that,  rbi'j: 
'  this  new  talk  may  be  n»av" 

'  pleafant  to  him  as  poflible.     He  /hail 

*  make  up  his  accounts  only  to  you,  my" 
'  d_ar.     And  th  1'^vera!  pica- 
'  fures  arife  to  me  uoi:  it 
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he:  '  nrft,  that  it  will  be  a  relief  to  ho- 

*  ncft  Longman,  who  has  bufmefs  enough 

*  on  his  hands  befides.     Next,  it  will 

*  make  the  good  couple  eafy,  that  they 

*  have  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  that  as 

*  their  due,  which  now  their  too  grate - 
'  ful  hearts  give  them  fo  many  caufelefs 
'  fcruples  about.     Thirdly,  it  will  em- 

*  pl°v  y°ur  father's  time,  more  fuitably 

*  to  your  liking,  and  mine,  becaufe  with 

*  •more  eafe  to  himlelf  j  for  you  fee  his 

*  induftrious   will    cannot  be   fatisfied 
'  without  doing  fomething.  In  the  fourth 

*  place,  the  management  of  this  eftate 

*  will  gain  him  more  refpe£l  and  reve- 

*  rence  among  the  tenants  and  his  neigh - 
'  bours;  and  yet  be  all  in  his  own  way. 

*  For,  my  dear,'  added  he,  *  you'll  fee, 
'  that  it  is  always  one  point  in  view  with 

*  me,  to  endeavour  to  convince  every 

*  one,  that  I  efteem  and  value  them  for 

*  their  own  intrinfick  merit,  and  want 
«  not  any  body  to  diftinguim  them  in  any 

*  other  light,  than  that  in  which  they 

*  have  been  accuttomed  to  appear.' 

So,  my  dear  father,  the  inftrument 
will  be  drawn,  and  brought  you  by  ho- 
ne it  Mr.  Longman,  who  will  be  with 
you  in  a  few  day?,  to  put  the  laft  hand  to 
the  new  purchafe,  and  to  give  you  pof- 
feflion  of  your  new  commifTion,  if  you 
pleafe  to  accept  of  it ;  as  I  hope  you  will ; 
and  the  rather,  for  my  dear  Mr.  B.'s 
third  reafon;  and  becaufe  I  know  that 
this  truft  will  be  difcharged  as  worthily 
and  as  fufrlciently,  after  you  are  ufed  to 
it,  as  if  Mr.  Longman  himfelf  was  in  it 
—And  better  it  cannot  be.  Mr.  Long- 
man is  very  fond  of  this  relief,  and  longs 
to  be  down  to  fettle  every  thing  with 
you,  as  to  the  proper  powers,  the  me- 
thod, &c. — And  he  lays,  in  his  ufual 
way  of  phraiing,  that  he'll  make  it  as  eafy 
to  you  as  a  glove. 

If  you  do  accept  it,  my  dear  Mr.  B. 
will  leave  every  thing  to  you,  as  to  rent, 
where  not  already  fixed,  and  likewiie,  as 
to  afts  of  kindnei*  and  favour  to  be  done 
where  you  think  proper;  and  he  is  pleafed 
to  fay,  that  with  his  bad  qualities,  he 
was  ever  deemed  a  kind  landlord;   and 
this  I  can  confirm  in  fifty  initances  to  his 
honour:  *  So  that  the  old  gentleman/ 
fa  id  he, c  need  not  be  afraid  of  being  put 
upon  fevere  or  harfli  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding, where  things  will  do  without; 
and  he  will  always  have  it  in  his  power 
to  befriend  an  honeft  man  ;  by  which 
means  the  province  will  be  intirely  fuch 
a  or.e  as  fuits  with  his  inclination.    If 


'  anything  difficult  or  perplexing  arifes,* 
continued  he,  *  or  where  a  little  know- 

*  ledge   in    law-matters    is    r.«2cerTary, 

*  Longman  (hall  do  all  that:  and  your 
father  will  fee,  that  he  will  not  have  in 
thofe  points  a  coadjutor  that  will  be 
too  hard-hearted  for  his  wifli :  for  it  was 
a  rule  my  father  fet  me,  and  I  have 
ftriftly  followed,  that  although  I  have 
a  lawyer  for  my  fteward,  it  was  rather 
to  know  how  to  do  right  things,  than 
oppreflive  ones;  and  Longman  has  fo 
well  anfwered  this  intention,  that  .he 
was  always  more  noted  for  composing 
differences,  than  promoting  law-fuits/ 
I  dare  fay,  my  dear  father,  this  will 

be  an  acceptable  employment  to  you, 
on  the  feveral  accounts  my  dearell  Mr. 
B.  was  pleafed  to  mention:  and  what  a 
charming  contrivance  is  here !  God  for- 
ever blefs  his  confiderate  heart  for  it!  — • 
To  make  you  ufeful  to  him,  and  eafy  to 
yourfelf :  as  well  as  refpecled  by,  and 
even  a  benefactor  to  all  around  you ! 
What  can  one  fay  to  all  thefe  things !— - 
But  what  fignifies  exulting  in  one's  gra- 
titude for  one  benefit;— every  hour  the 
dear  man  heaps  new  ones  upon  us,  and 
we  have  hardly  time  to  thank  him  for  one, 
but  a  fecond,  and  a  third,  and  fo  on  to 
countlefs  degrees,  confound  one>  and 
throw  back  one's  words  upon  one's  heart 
before  they  are  well  fonned,  and  oblige 
one  to  fit  down  under  all  with  profound 
filence  and  admiration. 

As  to  what  you  mentioned  of  the  de- 
fire  of  coufm  Thomas,  and  Roger,  to 
live  with  you,  I  endeavoured  to  found 
what  our  dear  benefactor's  opinion  was, 
He  was  pleafed  to  fay—*  I  have  nothing 
to  choofe  in  this  cafe,  my  dear.  Your 
father  is  his  own  mafter :  he  may  em- 
ploy whom  he  plenies;  and,  if  they  are 
not  wanting  in  refpect  to  him  and  your 
mother,  I  think,  as  he  rightly  obferves, 
relationmip  mould  rather  have  the  pre- 
ference; and  as  he  can  remedy  incon- 
veniencies,  if  he  finds  any,  by  all  means 
let  every  branch  of  your  family  have 
reafon  to  rejoice  with  him.* 
But  I  have  thought  of  this  matter  a 
good  deal,  fince  I  had  the  favour  of  your 
letter}  and  I  hope,  fince  you  condefcend 
to  aflc  my  advice,  you  will  excufe  me,  if 
I  give  it  freely ;  yet  entirely  fubmitting 
all  to  your  liking. 


In  the  firft  place,  then,  T  think  it  would 
be  better  to  have  any  body  than  relations  j 
and  that  for  thefe  reafon s  ; 

One 
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One  is  apt  to  expect  more  regard  from 
relations,  and  they  more  indulgence,  than 
Grangers  can  have  reafon  for. 

That  where  there  is  fuch  a  difference 
in  the  expectations  of  both,  it  is  hardly 
poflible  but  uneafmefs  mult  arife. 

That  this  will  fubjeft  you  to  bear  it, 
or  to  relent  it,  and  to  part  with  them.  If 
you  bear  it,  you  will  know  no  end  of 
impoiitions:  if  you  difinifs  them,  it  will 
occaiion  ill-will.  They  will  call  you  un- 
kind ;  and  you  them  ungrateful;  and  as, 
it  may  be,  your  prosperous  lot  will  raiie 
your  enviers,  fuch  will  be  apt  to  believe 
them  rather  thanjotf. 

Then  the  world  will  be  inclined  to  think 
that  we  are  crouding  upon  a  generous 
gentleman  a  numerous  family  of  indigent 
people;  and  though  they  may  be  ever  fo 
deferving,  yet  it  will  be  laid — '  The  girl 
*  is  filling  every  place  with  her  relations,. 
'  and  beleaguering,  as  you  fignificantly 
exprefsit,  *  a  worthy  gentleman.1  And 
this  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  fhould  one's 
kindred  behave  ever  fo  worthily.  And 
ib, 

In  the  next  place,  one  would  not,  for 
their  fakes,  that  this  mould  be  done;  who 
may  live  with  lefs  reproach,  and  equal 
benefit,  any-where  elfe :  for  I  would  not 
wifti  any  one  of  them  to  be  lifted  out  of 
his  ftatiori,  and  made  independent,  at 
-•Mr.  B/s  expence,  if  their  induiby  will 
not  do  it ;  although  I  would  never  icru- 
ple  to  do  any  thing  reafonable  to  pro- 
mote or  affift  that  induftry,  in  the  way  of 
their  callings. 

Then  it  will  pombly  put  others  of  our 
relations  upon  the  fame  expectations  of 
living  with  you  ;  and  this  may  occafion 
ill-will  among  them,  iffome  be  preferred 
to  others  in  your  favour. 

Thefl,  my  dear  father,  I  apprehend, 
that  our  beloved  and  honoured  benefactor 
would  be  under  fome  difficulty,  from  his 
natural  politenefs,  and  regard  for  you 
and  me. — You  fee  how  kindly,  on  all 
occafions,  he  treats  you  both,  not  only 
as  the  father  and  mother  of  his  Pamela, 
but  as  if  you  were  his  own  father  and 
.mother  :  and  if  you  had  any-body  as 
your  fervants  there,  who  called  you  cou- 
iin,  or  grandfather,  or  uncle,  he  would 
not  care,  when  he  came  down,  to  treat 
them  on  the  foot  of  common  fervants, 
though  they  might  nevertheless  think 
themfelves  honoured  (as  they  would  be, 
and  as  I  am  fure  I  (hall  always  think 
mjf£(f)  with  his  commands.  Andweuld 
it  not,  if  they  are  modeft  and  worthy,  be 


as.  great  a  difficulty  upon  them,  to  be 
thus  diftinguifhed,  as  it  would  be  to  bint 
and  to  me,  for  his  fake  ?  For  otherwife, 
(believe  me,  I  hope  you  will,  my  dear  fa- 
ther and  mother)  I  could  fit  down  and 
rejoice  with  the  meaneft  and  remoter}  ;e- 
lation  I  have.  But  in  the  world's  eye, 
to  every  body  but  my  beft  of  parents,  I 
inuft,  if  I  have  ever  fo  much  reluctance 
to  it,  appear  in  a  light  that  may  not  give 
difcredit  to  his  choice. 

Then  again,  as  I  hinted,  you  will  have 
it  in  your  power,  without  the  leaft  injury 
to  our  common  benefactor,  to  do  kinder 
things  by  any  of  our  relations,  when  not 
with  you,  than  you  can  do,  if  they  lift 
with  you. 

You  may  lend  them  a  little  money  to 
put  them  in  a  way,  if  any  thing  offers 
that  you  think  will  be  to  their  advan- 
tage. You  can  fit  out  my  fhe-coirfins 
to  good  reputable  places. — The  younger 
you  can  put  to  fchool,  or,  when  fit,  to 
trades,  according  to  their  talents }  and 
fo  they  will  be  of  courfe  in  a  way  to  get 
an  honert  and  creditable  livelihood. 

But,  above  ail  things,  one  would  as 
much  difcourage,  as  one  could,  fuch  a 
proud  and  ambitious  fpirit  in  any  of 
them,  as  mould  want  to  raife  itfelf  by 
favour  inftead  of  merit ;  and  this  the  ra- 
ther, for  that,  undoubtedly,  there  are 
many  more  happy  perfons  in  lo%v  than  in 
high  life,  take  number  for  number  all  the 
world  over. 

I  am  fure,  although  four  or  five  years 
of  different  life  had  pafled  with  me,  I 
had  fo  much  pride  and  pleafure  in  the 
thought  of  working  for  my  living  with 
you,  my  dear  parents,  if  I  could  but  get 
honeit  to  you,  that  it  made  my  ccnfine- 
•  ment  the  more  grievous  to  me,  and  even, 
if  poffible,  aggravated  the  apprehenfions 
attending  it. 

But  I  muft  beg  of  you,  not  to  harbour 
a  thought,  that  thef&my  reafons  proceed 
from  the  bad  motives  of  a  heart  tainted 
with  pride  on  it's  high  condition.  Indeed 
there  can  be  no  reafon  for  it,  to  one  who 
thinks  after  this  manner:— the  greatelt 
families  on  earth  have  fome  among  them, 
who  are  unhappy  and  l«w  in  life;  and 
mall  fuch  a  one  reproach  me  with  having 
twenty  low  relations,  becaufe  they  have, 
perad venture,  not  above  five?  or  with 
ten,  becaufe  they  have  but  one,  or  two, 
or  three?-— Or  mould  I,  on  the  othe£» 
hand,  be  aftiamed  of  relations  who  had 
clone  nothing  blame-worthy,  and  whofe 
poverty  (a  very  neceflary  ftate  in  the  fcala 
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of  beings)  was  all  their  crime,  when  there 
is  hardly  any  great  family  but  has  pro- 
duced inftances  of  perfons  guilty  of  bad 
actions,  really  bad,  which  have  reduced 
them  to  a  diibrefs  we  never  knew  ?  Let 
the  perfon  who  would  reproach  me  with 
loiv  birth,  which  is  nodifgrace,  and  what 
I  cannot  help,  give  me  no  caufe  to  retort 
upon  him  low  a&ions,  which  are  a  dif- 
graceto  any  ftation,  the  more  fothe  higher 
it  is,  and  which  he  can  help,  or  elfe  I 
{hall  fmile  with  contempt  at  his  empty  re- 
proach :  and  could  I  be  half  fo  proud 
fwith  caufe,  as  he  is  without,  glory  in 
my  advantage  over  him. 

Let  us  then,  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther, endeavour  to  judge  of  one  another 
as  God,  at  the  laft  day,  will  judge  of  us 
all :  and  then  the  honeft  peafant  will  ftand 
fairer  in  our  efteem  than  the  guilty  peer. 

In  fhort,  this  mail  be  my  own  rule— - 
Every  one  who  afts  juftly  and  honeftly, 
I  will  look  upon  as  my  relation,  whether 
he  be  fo  or  not  5  and  the  more  he  wants 
my  affiftance,  the  more  intitled  to  it  he 
(hall  be,  as  well  as  to  my  efteem  :  while 
thofe  who  deferve  it  not,  muft  expeft  no- 
thing but  companion  from  me,  and  my 
prayers,  were  they  my  brothers  or  fif- 
ters.  'Tis  true,  had  I  not  been  poor 
and  lowly,  I  might  not  have  thought 
thus  :  but  if  it  be  a  right  way  of  think- 
ing, it  is  a  blefling  that  I  was  fo  ;  and 
that  mall  never  be  matter  of  reproach  to 
me,  which  one  day  will  be  matter  of  juf- 
tifi  cation. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  I  mould  think 
it  advifeable,  my  dear  father  and  mother, 
to  make  fuch  kind  excuies  to  the  offered 
fervices  of  my  coufins,  as  your  better 
reafon  (hall  fuggeft  to  you ;  and  to  do  any 
thing  elfe  for  them  of  more  vahie,  as  their 
circumftances  may  require,  or  occafions 
offer  to  ferve  them. 

But  if  the  employing  them,  and  hav- 
ing them  about  you,  will  add  -v  one 
comfort  to  your  lives,  I  give  up  ii.  irely 
my  own  opinion,  and  doubt  not  every- 
thing will  be  thought  well  of,  that  you 
(hall  think  fit  to  do. 

And  fo  I  conclude  with  afluringyou, 
that  I  am,  my  ever- dear  parents,  jour 
Dutiful  and  happy  daughter. 

The  copy  of  this  letter  I  will  keep  to 
myfelf,  till  I  have  your  anfwer  to  it, 
that  you  may  be  under  no  difficulty 
how  to  aft  in  either  of  the  cafes  men- 
tioned in  it, 


LETTER    V, 

MY   DEAREST  DAUGHTER, 

HOW  (hall  I  do  to  anfwer,  as  they 
deferve,  your  two  laft  letters-? 
Surely  na  happy  couple  ever  had  fuch  a 
child  as  we  have !  But  it  is  in  vain  to  aim 
at  words  like  your  words  ;  and  equally 
in  vain  for  us  to  offer  to  fet  forth  the 
thankfulnefs  of  our  hearts,  on  the  kind 
office  your  honoured  hufband  has  given 
us;  for  no  reafon  but  to  favour  us  ftill 
more,  and  to  quiet  our  minds  in  the  no- 
tion of  being  ufef ul  to  him .  God  grant 
I  may  be  able  to  be  fo!— Happy  mail  I 
be,  if  I  can  !  But  I  fee  the  generous  drift 
of  his  propofal ;  it  is  only  to  make  me 
more  eafy  from  the  nature  of  my  employ- 
ment, and  in  my  mind  too,  overloaden, 
as  I  may  fay,  with  benefits ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  tamake  me  more  refpefted  in 
my  new  neighbourhood. 

I  can  only  fay,  I  moft  gratefully  ac- 
cept of  the  kind  offer ;  and  fmce  it  will 
eafethe  worthy  Mr.  Longman,  fhallwith 
ftill  greater  pleafure  do  all  I  can  in  it.  But 
I  doubt  I  mall  be  wanting  in  ability ;  I 
doubt  I  mall :  but  I  will  be  juft  and  ho- 
neft however.  That,  by  God's  grace, 
will  be  within  my  own  capacity  j  and 
that,  I  hope,  I  may  anfwer  for. 

It  is  kind,  indeed,  to  put  it  in  my 
power  to  do  good  to  thofe  who  (hall  de- 
ferve it :  and  I  will  take  double  pains  to 
find  out  the  true  merit  of  fuch  as  I  mail 
recommend  to  favour,  and  that  their  cir- 
cumftances be  really  fuch  as  I  ihall  re- 
prefentthem. 

But  one  thing,  my  dear  daughter,  let 
me  defire,  that  I  may  make  up  my  ac- 
counts to  Mr.  Longman,  or  to  his  ho- 
nour himfelf,  when  he  mail  make  us  fo 
happy  as  to  be  here  with  us.  I  don't 
know  how — but  itwill  make  me  uneafy, 
if  I  am  to  make  up  my  accounts  to  you: 
for  fo  well  known  is  your  love  to  us,  that 
though  you  would  no  more  do  an  unjuft 
thing,  than,  by  God's  grace,  we  mould 
defire  you  5  yet  this  fame  ill- willing  world 
might  think  it  was  like  making  up  ac- 
counts to  one's  felf. 

Do,  my  deareft  child,  get  me  off  of  this 
difficulty,  and  I  can  have  no  other;  for 
already  I  am  in  hopes  I  have  hit  upon  a 
contrivance  to  improve  the  eftate,  and  to 
better  the  condition  of  the  tenants  at  the 
fame  time,  at  leaft  not  to  worft  them,  and 
which,  I  hope,  will  pleafe  every  body : 

bit 
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txtt  I  will  acquaint  Mr.  Longman  with 
this,  and  take  his  advice j  for  I  will  not 
be  too  troublefome  either  to  you,  ray  dear 
child,  or  to  your  fpoufe.— If  I  could  a6l 
fo  for  his  intereft,  as  not  to  be  a  burden, 
what  happy  creatures  ihould  we  both  be 
in  our  own  minds ! — We  find  ourfelves 
more  and  more  refpefted  by  every  one  j 
and  fofar  as  mall  be  confident  with  our 
new  truft,  we  will  endeavour  to  defer ve 
it,  that  we  may  intereft  as  many  as  know 
us  in  our  own  good  wi flies  and  prayers 
for  the  happinefs  of  you  both. 

But  let  me  fay,  how  much  convinced 
I  am  by  the  reafons  you  give  for  not  tak- 
ing to  us  any  of  our  relations.  Every 
one  of  thole  reafons  has  it's  force  with 
us.  How  happy  are  we  to  have  fo  pru- 
dent a  daughter  to  advife  with  !  And  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  topromife  this,  that 
whatever  I  do  for  any  of  them  above  the 
amount  of  forty  millings  at  one  time,  I 
will  take  your  direction  in  it,  that  ycur 
wife  hints,  of  making  every  one  continue 
their  induftry,  and  not  to  rely  upon  fa- 
vour inftead  of  merit,  may  be  followed. 
I  am  fare  this  is  the  way  to  make  them 
happier,  as  well  as  better  men  and  wo- 
men ;  for,  as  I  have  often  thought,  if 
one  were  to  have  a  hundred  pounds  a 
year  in  good  comings-in,  it  would  not 
do  without  induftry  :  and  with  it,  one 
may  do  with  a  quarter  of  it,  andlefs. 

In  fhort,  my  dear  child,  your  reafons 
are  fo  good,  that  I  wonder  they  came  not 
into  my  head  before,  and  then  I  needed 
not  to  have  troubled  you  about  the  mat- 
ter: but  yet  it  ran  in  my  own  thought,  that 
I  could  not  like  to  be  an  incroacher : — 
for  I  hate  a  dirty  thing  ;  and  in  the  midft 
of  my  diftreffes,  never  could  be  guilty  of 
one.  Thank  God  for  it. 

You  rejoice  our  hearts  beyond  expref- 
fion  at  the  hope  you  give  us  of  receiving 
letters  from  you  now-and-then  :  to  be 
fure  it  will  be  the  chief  comfort  of  our 
lives,  next  to  feeing  you,  as  we  are  put 
in  hope  we  fometimes  fliall.  But,  yet, 
my  dear  child,  don't  let  us  put  you  to 
inconvenience  neither.  Pray  don't:  you'll, 
have  enough  upon  your  hands  without 
—to  be  fure  you  will. 

The  workmen  have  made  a  good  pro- 
grefs,  and  wifh  for  Mr.  Longman  to 
come  down ;  as  we  alfo  do. 

You  need  not  be  afraid  we  mould 
think  you  proud,  or  lifted  up  with  your 
condition.  You  have  weathered  the  firft 


dangers,  and  but  for  your  fine  clothes 
and  jewels,  we  fhould  not  fee  any  diffe- 
rence, indeed  we  mould  not,  between  our 
dear  Pamela,  and  the  much  refpe&ed 
Mrs.  B-  But  God  has  given  you 

too  much  fenfe  to  be  proud  or  lifted  up. 
I  remember  in  your  former  writings,  a 
faying  of  the  fquire's,  fpeaking  of  you, 
my  dear  child,  that  it  was  for  perfons  who 
were  not  ufed  to  praife,  and  did  not  de- 
ferve  it,  to  be  proud  of  it* :  in  like  fort 
one  may  fay,  it  is  for  perfons  of  little 
fenfe  to  be  proxidj  but  you,  my  dear 
child,  every  one  fees,  are  above  it :  and 
that,  methinks,  is  a  proud  word  j  is  it 
not?  If  one  was  not — I  don't  know 
how, — half  ftupid,  I  believe— one  would 
be  raifed  by  your  high  ftile  of  writing. 
But  I  mould  be  more  than  half  fHipid, 
I'm  fure,  to  aim  at  it. 

Every  day  brings  us  inftances  of  the 
good  name  his  honour  and  you,  my  dear 
child,  have  left  behind  you  in  this  coun- 
try. Here  comes  one,  and  here  comes 
another,  and  a  third,  and  a  fourth ;  and— 
'  Goodman  Andrews,'  cries  one,  and, 
'  Goody  Andrews,'  cries  another — (and 
fome  call  us  Mr.  and  Mrs.  but  we  like 
the  other  full  as  well)  *  when  heard  you 

*  from  his  honour  ?    How  does  his  lady 
'  do? — What  a  charming   couple   are 
'  they? — How   lovingly   they  live!—' 
'  What  an  example  do  they  give  to  all 

*  about  them!'    Then  one  cries — 'God 
'  blefs  'em  both  ;'  and  another  cries— 

*  Amen;'  and  fo  fays  a  third  and  a 
fourth;  and  all  fay — '  But  when  do  you 
'  expect  them  down  again?' — Such'-a- 

*  one  longs  to  fee 'em' — and  'fuch-a-one 

*  will  ride  a  day's  journey,  to  have  but 

*  a  fight  of  'em  at  church.'     And  then 
they  fay—4  How  this  gentleman  praifes 

*  them,  and  that  lady  admires  them.' — 
O  my  dear  child,  what  a  happinefs  is  this  ! 
How  do  your  poor  mother  and  I  ftand 
fixed  to  the  earth  to  hear  both  your  praifes, 
our  tears  trickling  down  our  cheeks,  and 
our  hearts  heaving  as  if  they  would  bunt 
with  joy,  till  we  are  forced  to  take  leave 

.  in  hair  words,  and  hand-in-hand  go  in 
together  to  blefs  God,  and  blefs  you  both ' 
O  my  daughter,  what  a  happy  couple 
have  God  and  you  made  us ! 

Your  poor  mother  is  very  anxious 
about  her  dear  child.  I  will  not  touch 
upon  a  matter  fo  very  irkfome  to  you  10 
hear  of.  But,  though  the  time  may  be 
fome  months  off,  Ihe  every  hour  pi  ays 


*  See  Vol.11,  p.  i?g, 
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for  your  fafety  and  happinefs,  and  for  all 
the  increafe  of  felicity  that  his  honour's 
generous  heart  can  wifti  for.  That  is  all 
we  will  fay  at  prefent :  only,  that  we 
are,  with  continued  prayers  and  bleflings, 
my  deareft  child,  jour  loving  father  and 
mother^ 

J.  and  E.  ANDREWS. 

Yet  one  word  more  '.—and  that  is — our 
duty  to  your  honoured  hufband.  We 
mull  fay  fo  now;  though  he  forbad 
us  fo  often  before.  You  cannot,  my 
dear  child,  imagine  how  afhamed  I 
was  to  have  my  poor  letter  fhewn  to 
Lim.  I  hardly  remember  what  I 
wrote  fbut  it  was  from  my  heart,  I'm* 
jure;  fo  I  reeded  net  to  keep  a  copy: 
for  an  honed  mind  mull  always  be 
the  fame,  in  cafes  that  cannot  admit 
of  change,  fuch  as  thofeof  my  thank- 
fulnefs  to  God  and  to  him.  But 
don't  (hew  him  all  I  write :  for  I  mall 

•be  afraid  of  what  I  fay,  if  I  think, 
any  body  but  our  daughter  fees  it, 

'  who  knows  how  to  'Jlow  for  her  poor 
parents  defects. 


LETTER    VI. 

FROM   LADY  PAVERS  TO  MRS.  B. 

MY  SEAR  PAMELA, 

I  Had  intended  to  have  been  with  you 
before  this ;  but  my  lord  has  been  a 
little  indifpoied  with  the  gout,  and 
Jackey  has  had  an  intermitting  fever ; 
but  they  are  pretty  well  recovered,  and 
it  mail  not  be  long  before  I  fee  you,  now 
I  underftand  you  are  returned  from  your 
JCentiuS  expedition. 

We  have  been  exceedingly  diverted 
with  your  papers.  You  have  given  us, 
by  their  means,  many  a  delightful  hour, 
that  otherwife  would  have  hung  heavy 
upon  us ;  and  we  are  all  charmed  with 
you.  Lady  Betty,  'as  well  as  her  noble 
mamma,  has  always  been  of  our  party, 
whenever  we  have  read  your  accounts. 
She  is  a  dear  generous  lady,  and  has  ihed 
many  a  tear  over  them,  as  indeed  we  all 
jiave ;  and  my  lord  has  not  been  unmc  ved, 
nor  Jackey  neither,  at  ibme  of  your  dif- 
trefies  and  reflections.  Indeed,  Pamela, 
you  are  a  charming  creature,  and  an  or- 
n'ament  to  your  fex.  We  wanted  to  have 
had  you  among  us  a  hundred  times,  as 


we  read,  that  we  might  have  loved,  and 
kiffed,  and  thanked  you. 

But  after  all,  my  brother,  generous 
and  noble  as  he  was,  when  your  trials 
were  over,  was  arrange  wicked  young 
fellow  ;  and  happy  it  was  foF  you  both, 
that  he  was  fo  cleverly  caught  in  the  trap 
he  had  laid  for  your  virtue. 

I  can  affure  you,  my  lord  longs  to  fee 
you,  and  will  accompany  me;  for,  he  fays, 
he  has  but  a  faint  idea  of  your  perfon. 
I  tell  him,  and  tell  them  all,  that  you  are 
the  fineft  girl,  and  the  moft  improved  in 
perfon  and  mind,  I  ever  beheld ;  and  I  am 
not  afraid,  although  they  mould  imagine 
all  they  can  in  your  favour,  from  my  ac- 
count of  you,  thatthey  will  be  difappoint- 
ed  when  they  fee  you,  and  converle  with 
you.  But  one  thing  more  you  muft  do 
for  us,  and  then  we  will  love  you  llill 
more  ;  and  that  is,  you  muft  fend  us  the 
reft  of  your  papers,  down  to  your  mar- 
riage at  leaft  ;  and  farther,  if  you  have 
written  farther ;  for  we  all  long  to  fee 
the  reft,  as  you  relate  it,  though  we  knovf 
in  general  what  has  pafled. 

You  leave  off  *  with  an  account  of  an 
angry  letter  I  wrote  to  my  brother,  to 
perfuade  him  to  give  you  your  liberty, 
and  a  fum  of  money ;  not  doubting  but 
his  designs  would  end  in  your  ruin,  and, 
I  own  it,  not  wiming  he  would  marry 
you  ;  for  little  did  I  know  of  your  merit 
and  excellence,  nor  could  I,  but  for  your 
letters  fo  lately  fent  me,  have  had  any 
notion  of  either.  I  don't  queftion  but, 
if  you  have  recited  my  pafiionate  beha- 
viour to  you,  and  when  I  was  at  the  hall, 
I  mail  make  a  ridiculous  figure  enough  ; 
but  I  will  forgive  all  that,  for  the  fake  of 
the  pleafureyou  ha<ve  given  me,  and  will 
flill  farther  give  me,  if  you  comply  with 
my  requeft. 

Lady  Betty  fays,  it  is  the  beft  ftory  me 
has  heard,  and  themoft  inftruftive;  and 
me  longs  to  have  the  concluiion  of  it  in 
your  own  words.     She  lays  now-and- 
then — '  What  a  hopeful  brother  you  have, 
Lady  Davers  !  O  thefe  intriguing  gen- 
tlemen!— What  rogueries  do  they  not 
commit !   I  mould  have  had  a  fine  huf- 
band of  him,  had  I  received  your  propo- 
fal!  The  dear  Pamela  would  have  run  in 
his  head,  and  had  I  been  the  firft  lady 
in  the  kingdom,  I  fhould  have  flood 
but  a  poor  chance  in  his  eftecm  ;  for, 
you  fee,  his  defigns  upon  her  began  f 
early.' 


*  See  Vol.  II.  p.  155,  &  374.    f  Vol.  I,  p.  51. 
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She  fays,  you  had  a  good  heart  to  go 
"back  again  to  him,whentheviolentwretch 
had  driven  you  from  him  on  fuch  a  flight 
occafion  :  but  yet,  (he  thinks  the  reaibns 
you  give  *  in  your  relation,  and  your  love 
for  him,  (which  then  you  began  to  dif- 
eover  was  your  cafe)  as  well  as  the  event, 
(hewed  you  did  right. 

But  we'll  tell  you  all  our  judgments, 
when  we  have  read  the  reft  of  your  ac- 
counts. So  pray  fend  them  as  foon  as 
you  can,  to  (I  won't  write  myfelf  fifter 
lill  then)  your  ftffe8ionatey  &c. 

B.  PAVERS. 

LETTER    VII. 

MY   DEAR   GOOD   LADV, 

YOU  have  done  me  great  honour  in 
the  letter  your  ladyfhip  has  been 
pleafed  to  fend  me ;  and  it  is  a  high  plea- 
lure  to  me,  now  all  is  fo  happily  over, 
that  my  poor  papers  were  in  the  leaft  di- 
verting to  you,  and  to  fuch  honourable 
and  worthy  peifons  as  your  lady/hip  is 
pleafed  to  mention.  I  could  wifti,  my 
dear  lady,  I  might  be  favoured  with  fuch 
remarks  on  my  conduft,  Ib  nakedly  let 
forth,  (without  any  imagination  that  they 
would  ever  appear  in  fuch  an  aflembly) 
as  may  be  cf  ufe  to  me  in  my  future  life, 
and  make  me,  by  that  means,  more  wor- 
thy than  it  is  otherwife  pofiible  I  can  be, 
of  the  honour  to  which  lam  raifed.  Do, 
deareft  lady,  favour  me  fo  far.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  receive  blame,  and  to  benefit  by 
it,  and  cannot  expect  praifefo  much  from 
my  aftions  as  from  my  intentions  ;  for, 
indeed,  thefe  were  always  juft  and  ho- 
nourable: but  why,  even  for  thefe,  do  I 
talk  of  praife,  fmce,  being  prompted  by 
impulfes  I  .could  not  rei~ft,  it  can  be  no 
merit  in  me  to  have  been  governed  by 
them  ? 

As  to  the  papers  following  thofe  in 
your  ladyihip's  hands,  when  I  fay,  that 
they  mult  needs  appeal*  impertinent  to 
fuch  j  udges,  after  what  you  know,  I  dare 
fay  your  ladyfhip  will  not  infift  upon 
them  :  yet  I  will  not  fcrupie  briefly  to 
mention  what  they  contain. 

All  my  dangers  and  trials  were  hap- 
pily at  an  end  :  fo  that  they  only  contain 
the  converfations  that  paffcd between  your 
ladyship's  generous  brother  and  me;  his 
kind  aflurances  of  honourable  love  to  me; 
my  acknowledgments  of  unworthinefs.  to 
him  5  Mrs.  Jewkes's  refpe&ful  change 


of  behaviour  towards  me;  Mr.  B/s  re- 
conciliation to  Mr.  Williams;  his  intro- 
ducing me  to  the  good  families  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  avowing  before  them 
his  honourable  intentions.  A  vifit  from 
my  honeft  father,  who  (not  knowing 
What  to  conclude  from  the  letter  I  wrote 
to  him  before  I  returned  to  your  honoured 
brother,  defiring  my  papers  from  him) 
came  in  great  anxiety  of  heart  to  know 
the  worft,  doubting  I  had  at  laft  been 
caught  by  a  ftratagem,  that  had  ended 
in  my  ruin.  His  joyful  furprize  to  find 
how  happy  I  was  likely  to  be.  All 
the  hopes  given  me,  anfwered,  by  the 
private  celebration  of  our  nuptials — an 
honour  fo  much  aboye  all  that  my  ut- 
moft  ambition  could  make  me  afpire  to, 
and  which  I  never  can  deferve !  Your  la- 
dyfhip's  arrival,  and  anger,  not  knowing; 
I  was  actually  married,  but  fuppofing  me 
a  vile  wicked  creature ;  in  which  cafe  I 
mould  have  defervcd  the  worft  of  ufage. 
Mr.  B.'s  angry  leflbns  to  me,  for  daring 
to  interfere,  though  I  thought  in  theten- 
dereft  and  moft  dutiful  manner,  between 
your  lady  fhip  and  himfelf.  The  moft  ac- 
ceptable goodnefs  and  favour  of  your  la- 
dyfhip afterwards  to  me,  of  which,  as 
becomes  me,  I  mall  ever  retain  the  moil 
grateful  fenfe.  My  return  to  this  fweet 
manfion  in  a  manner  fo  different  from 
my  quitting  it,  where  I  had  been  fo  hap- 
py for  four  years,  Jrrpaying  my  duty  to 
the  beft-fcf  miftreffes,  your  ladyfhip's  ex- 
cellent mother,  to  whofe  goodnefs,  in 
taking  me  from  my  poor  honeft  parents, 
and  giving  me  what  education  I  h^.ve,  I 
owe,  under  God,  my  happinefs.  The 
joy  of  good  Mrs.  Jervis,  Mr.  Longman, 
and  all  the  fervants,  on  this  occafion. 
Mr.  B.'s  acquainting  me  with  Mifs  God- 
frey's affair,  and  prefentiog  to  me  the 
pretfyMifs  Goad  win, at  the  dairy-houfe. 
Our  appearance  at  church,  the  favour  of 
the  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood,  who, 
knowing  your  ladyfnip  had  notdifdained 
to  look  upon  me,  and  to  be  favourable  to 
me,  came  the  more  readily  into  a  neigh- 
bourly intimacy  with  me,  and  ftill  fo 
much  the  more  readily,  as  the  continued 
kindnefs  of  my  dear  benefa6lor,  and  his 
con'delcending  degerfment  to  me  before 
them,  -(as  if  I  hacl  been  worthy  of  the 
honour  done  me)  did  credit  to  his  own 
generous  ac~t. 

Thefe,  my  lady,  down  to  my  good  pa- 
rents fetting  out  to  this  piace, in  order  to 
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be  fettled  by  my  honoured  benefactor's 
bounty,  in  the  Kentifh  farm,  are  the  moft 
material  contents  of  my  remaining  pa- 
pers :  and  though  they  might  be  the  moft 
agreeable  to  thpfe  for  whom  only  they 
were  written,  yet,  as  they  were  princi- 
pally matters  of  courfe,  after  what  your 
ladyfhip  has  with  youj  as  the  joy  of  my 
fond  heart  can  be  better  judged  of  by 
your  ladyfhip,  than  delcribed  by  me  5  and 
as  your  ladyfhip  is  acquainted  with  all  the 
particulars  that  can  be  worthy  of  any 
other's  perfon's  notice  but  my  dear  pa- 
rents ;  I  am  fure  your  ladyfhip  will  dif- 
penle  with  your  commands;  and  I  make 
it  my  humble  requeft,  that  you  will. 

For,  Madam,  you  muft  needs  think, 
that  when  my  doubts  were  difpelled ; 
•when  I  was  confident  all  my  trials  were 
over ;  'when  I  had  a  profpecl  before  me 
of  being  fo  abundantly  rewarded  for 
what  I  had  fuffered  j  when  every  hour 
rofe  upon  me  with  new  delight,  and 
fraught  with  freih  inftances  of  generous 
kindnefsfrom  fuch  a  dear  gentleman,  my 
mailer,  my  benefactor,  the  fon  of  my  ho - 
npured  lady  j  your  ladyfhip  muft  needs 
think,  I  fay,  that  I  muft  be  too  much  af- 
fefted,  my  heartmuft  be  too  much  opened  j 
and  efpecially  as  it  then  (relieved  from 
it's  paft  anxieties  and  fears,  which  had 
kept  down  and  damped  the  latent  flame) 
iy-ftdiicoveredto  me  imprefiions  of  which 
•before  I  hardly  thought  it  fufceptible.— 
S.o  that  it  is  fcarce  poffible,  that  my  ;0/ 
and  my  prudence,  if  I  were  to  be  tried  by 
fuch  judges  of  delicacy  and  decorum  as 
_Lord  and  Lady  Davers,  the  honoured 
countefsj  and  Lady  Betty,  could  be  fo 
intimately,  fo  laudably  coupltd,  as  were 
to  be  wiihed :  although,  indeed,  the  con- 
tinued fenieof  my  unworthinefs,  and  the 
difgrace  the  dear  gentleman  would  bring 
upon  himfelf  by  his  generous  goodneis 
to  me,  always  went  hand-in-hand  with 
my  joy  and  my  prudence  ;  and  whatthefe 
coniiderations  took  from  the  former,  be- 
ing added  to  the  latter,  kept  me  ileadier 
and  more  eqaal  tomyfelf,  than  otherwife 
it  was  poifible  fuch  d.  young  creature  as  I 
could  nave  been. 

Wherefore,  my  dear  good  lady,  I  hope 
I  ftand  excufed,  and  (hall  not  bring  upon 
myielf  the  ceniure  of  oeing  diibbedient 
to  your  commands. 

Befules,  Madam-,  fmce  you  inform  me, 
that  my  good  Lady  Davers  will  attend 
your  ludyihip  hither,  I  mould  never  dare 
to  look  his  lordihip  in  the  face,  if  all  the 
emotions  of  my  heart  on  fuch  aliening 


occafions,  flood  confeffed  to  his  lord/hip  J 
and  indeed,  if  I  am  afhamedthey  mould 
to  yo  ir  ladyfhip,  and  to  thecountefs,  and 
Lady  Betty,  whofe  goodnefs  muft  induce 
you  all  three  to  think  favourably,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  of  one  who  is  of  your  own 
fex,  how  would  it  concern  me,  that  the 
fame  fhould  appear  before  fuch  gentlemen 
as  my  lord  and  his  nephew  ? — Indeed  I 
could  not  look  up  to  either  of  them  in  the 
fenfe  of  this.— And  giveme  leave  to  hope, 
that  fome  of  the  fcenes,  in  the  letters  your 
ladyfhip  had,  were  no  tread  to  gentlemen: 
your  ladyfhip  muft  needs  know  which  I 
mean,  and  will  think  of  my  two  grand 
trials  of  all.  For  though  I  was  the  in- 
nocent fubjec"l  of  wicked  attempts,  and 
fo  cannot,  I  hope,  fuffer  in  any  one's  opi- 
nion for  what  I  could  not  help ;  yet,  for 
your  dear  brother's  fake,  as  well  as  for 
the  decency  of  the  matter,  one  would  not, 
when  one  mall  have  the  honour  to  appear 
before  my  lord  and  his  nephew,  be  look- 
ed upon,  methinks,  with  that  levity  of 
eye  and  thought,  which,  perhaps,  hard- 
hearted gentlemen  may  pafsupon  one,  by 
reafon  of  thofe  very  fcenes,  which  would 
move  pity  and  concern  in  a  good  lady's 
breaft,  for  a  poor  creature  fo  attempted. 
So,  my  dear  lady,  be  pleafed  to  let  me 
know,  if  the  gentlemen  have  heard  all. 
— I  hope  they  have  not. — And  be  pleafed 
alfo  to  point  out  to  me  fuch  parts  of  my 
conduci  as  deferve  blame :  indeed,  I  will 
try  to  make  a  good  ufe  of  your  cenfure, 
and  am  fure  I  fhall  be  thankful  for  it ; — 
for  it  will  make  me  hope  to  be  more  and 
more  worthy  of  the  honour  I  have,  of 
being  exalted  into  fuch  a  diftinguifhed  fa- 
mily, and  the  right  the  beft  of  gentlemen 
has  given  me  to  ftile  myielf  your  lady- 
Jhip's  mctft  humble,  and  mojl  obliged 
fervant, 

P.B. 


LETTER    VIII. 

FROM  LADY  DAVERS,  IN  REPLY,- 
MY  DEAR  P  AMI  LA, 

YO U  have  given  us  all  a  great  dif- 
appointment  in  declining  to  oblige 
me  with  the  fequel  of  your  papers.  I  was 
a  little  out  of  humour  with  you  at  firft  ; 
— I  muft  own  I  was: — for  I  cannot  bear 
denial,  when  my  heart  is  fet  upon  any 
thing.  But  Lady  Betty  became  your  ad- 
vocate, and  faid,  fhe  thought  you  very 
excufable;  fmce,  no  doubt,  there  might 
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be  many  tender  things,  circumftanced  as 
you  were,  which  might  be  wellenough  for 
your  parents  to  fee,  but  for  nobody  elie; 
and  relations  of  our  fide  lead  of  all;  whofe 
future  intimacy,  and  frequent  vifits, 
might  give  occaiions  for  raillery  and  re- 
marks, that  might  r.ot  be  otherwife  agree- 
able. I  regarded  he>-  apology  for  you  the 
more,  becaufe  I  knew  it  was  a  great 
baulk  to  her,  that  you  did  not  comply 
with  my  requeft.  But  now,  child,  when 
you  know  me  more,  you1!!  find,  that  if  I 
am  obliged  to  give  up  one  point,  I  always 
infill  on  another,  as  near  it  as  I  can,  in 
order  to  fee  if  it  be  only  one  thing  I  am 
to  be  refufed,  or  every  thing;  in  which 
laft  cafe,  I  know  how  to  take  my  mea- 
fures,  and  refent.  • 

Now,  therefore,  this  is  what  I  infift 
upon;  that  you  correfpond  with  me  in 
the  fame  manner  that  you  did  with  your 
parents,  and  acquaint  me  with  every  paf- 
j'age  that  is  of  concern  to  you ;  beginning 
with  your  accounts  how  you  fpent  your 
time,  both  of  you,  when  you  were  in 
Kent;  for,  you  muft  know,  we  are  all 
taken  with  your  duty  to  your  parents, 
and  the  difcretion  of  the  good  couple, 
and  think  you  have  given  a  very  edifying 
example  of  filial  piety  to  all  who  mall 
hear  your  ftory;  for  if  fo  much  duty 
is  owing  to  parents,  where  nothing  can 
be  done  for  one,  how  much  more  is  it  to 
be  expected,  where  there  is  a  power  to  add 
to  the  natural  obligation,  all  the  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  life  ?  We  people  in 
upper  life,  you  muft  know,  love  to  hear 
how  gratitr.de  and  unexpected  benefits 
operate  upon  honeft  minds,  who  have 
little  more  than  plain  artlefs  nature  for 
their  guide;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  with 
the  hopes  of  many  a  delightful  hour,  by 
your  means,  in  this  our  folitary  fituation, 
as  it  will  be,  if  we  are  obliged  to  pa&  the 
next  winter  in  it,  as  my  lord  and  the  earl 
threaten  me,  and  the  countefs,  and  Lady 
Betty,  that  we  (hall.  Then  let  us  hear 
of  every  thing  that  gives  you  joy  or  trou- 
ble :  and  if  my  brother  carries  you  to 
town,  for  the  winter,  while  he  attends 
parliament,  the  advices  you  will  be  able 
to  give  us  of  what  pafles  in  London,  and 
of  the  publick  entertainments  and  diver- 
fions  he  will  take  you  to,  as  you  will  re- 
late them  in  your  own  artlefs  and  natural 
obfervations,  will  be  as  diverging  to  us, 
as  if  we  were  at  them  ourfelves.  For  a 
young  creature  of  your  good  underftand- 
ing,  to  whom  all  thefe  things  will  be  quite 
jiew,  will  give  us,  perhaps,  a  better  talle 


of  them,  their  beauties,  and  defects,  than 
we  might  have  before.  For  we  people  of 
quality  go  to  thofe  places,  drefled  out  and 
adorned,  in  fuch  manner,  outvying  one 
another,  as  if  we  confidered  ourfelves  as 
fo  many  parts  of  the  publick  entertain- 
ment, and  are  too  much  pleafed  with 
ourfelves  to  be  able  fo  to  attend  to  what 
we  lee,  as  to  form  a  right  judgment  of 
it :  and,  indeed,  we,  fome  of  us,  behave 
with  fo  much  indifference  to  the  enter- 
tainment, as  if  we  thought  ourfelves 
above  being  diverted  by  what  we  come 
to  fee,  and  as  if  our  view  was  rather  to 
trifle  away  our  time,  than  to  improve 
ourfelves  by  attending  to  the  ftory  or  the 
action. 

See,  Pamela,  I  mall  not  make  an  un- 
worthy correfpondent  altogether,  for  I 
can  get  into  thy  grave  way,  and  moralize 
a  little  now-and-then :  and  if  you'll  pro- 
mife  to  oblige  me  by  your  conftant  cor- 
refpondence  in  this  way,  and  diveft  your- 
felf  of  all  reftraint,  as  if  you  were  writ- 
ing to  your  parents,  (and  I  can  tell  you, 
you'll  write  to  one  who  will  be  as  can- 
did and  as  favourable  to  you  as  they  can 
be)  then  I  am  lure  we  mall  have  truth 
and  nature  from  you;  and  thefe  are  things 
which  we  are  generally  fo  much  lifted 
above,  by  our  conditions,  that  we  hardly 
know  what  they  are. 

But  I  have  written  enough  for  one  let- 
ter; and  yet,  having  more  to  fay,  I  will, 
after  this,  fend  another,  without  waiting 
for  your  anfwer,  which  you  may  give  to 
to  both  together ;  and  am,  mean  time, 
jour's y  &c. 

B.  DAVERS. 


LETTER    IX. 

BEAR  PAMELA. 

I  Am  very  glad  thy  honeft  man  has  let 
thee  into  the  affair  of  Sally  Godfrey. 
But  pr'ythee,  Pamela,  give  us  an  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  did  it,  and  of 
thy  thoughts  upon  it;  for  that  is  a  critical 
cafe;  and  according  as  he  has  reprefented 
it,  fo  mall  I  know  what  to  fay  of  it  before 
you  and  him :  for  I  would  not  make  mif- 
chief  between  you  for  the  world. 

This,  let  me  tell  you,  will  be  a  trying 
part  of  your  conduct.  For  he  loves  the 
child;  and  will  judge  of  you  by  your  con- 
duct towards  it.  He  dearly  loved  her 
mother;  and,  notwithstanding  her  fault, 
fhe  well  deferred  it:  for  me  was  a  fenli- 
ble,  ay,  and  a  modeft  lady,  and  of  au 
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ancient  and  genteel  family.  But  he  was 
heir  to  a  noble  eitate,  was  of  a  hold  and 
tnterprizing  .fpirit,  fond  of  intrigue— 
Don't  let  this  concern  you — You'll  have 
the  greater  happinefs  and  merit  too,  if 
you  can  hold  him — And,  'tis  my  opi- 
nion, if -any-body  can,  you  will. — Then 
he  did  not  like  the  young  lady's  mother, 
who  fought  artfully  to  intrap  him.  So 
that  the  poor  girl,  divided  between  her 
inclination  for  him,  and  her  duty  to  her 
defigning  mother,  gave  into  the  plot  upon 
him;  and  he  thought  himfelf — vile  wretch 
as  he  was  for  all  that ! — at  liberty  to  let 
up  plot  againft  plot,  and  the  poor  lady's 
honour  was  the  facrifice. 

I  hope  you  fpoke  well  of  her  to  him. 
I  hope  you  received  the  child  kindly. — I 
hope  you  had  preience  of  mind  to  do  this. 
•—For  it  was  a  nice  part  to  aft  ;  and  all 
IMS  obfervations  were  up,  I  dare  fay,  on 
the  occafion.*—  Do,  let  me  hear  how  it 
was:  there's  my  good  Pamela,  do.  And 
write,  I  charge  you,  freely,  and  without 
reftraintj  for  although  I  am  not  your 
mother,  yet  am  I  bis  elded  fitter,  you 
know — and  as  fuch — come  I  will  fay  fo, 
in  hopes  you'll  oblige  me — -your  lifter, 
and  ibintitled  to  expect  a  compliance  with 
my  requeft :  for  is  there  not  a  duty  in  de- 
gree, to  elder  fitters  from  younger? 

As  to  our  remarks  upon  your  beha- 
viour, they  have  been  much  to  your  cre- 
dit, I  can  tell  you  that :  but,  neverthelefs, 
I  will,  to  encourage  you  to  enter  into  this 
requeued  correfpondence  with  me,  confult 
Lady  Betty,  and  will  go  over  your  papers 
again,  and  try  to  find  fault  with  your 
conduct;  and  if  we  can  fee  any  thing 
ceniuvable,  will  freely  let  you  know  our 
minds. 

But,  before-hand,  I  can  tell  you,  we 
fhall  be  agreed  in  one  opinion;  and  that 
is,  that  we  know  not  who  would  have 
acled  as  you  have  done,  upon  the  whole. 

So,  Pamela,  you  fee  1  put  my!  elf  upon 
the-fame  foot  of  correfpondence  with  you. 
—Net  that  I  will  promife  to  antwer  every 
letter:  no,  you  mult  not  expect  that. — 
Your  part  will  be  a  kind  of 'narrative, 
purpoleiy  defigned  to  entertain  us  here  j 
ami  I  hone  to  receive  fix,  fsven,  eight, 
or  ten  letters,  as  it  may  happen,  before  I 
-  return  one:  but  fuch  a  part  Twill  bear  in 
it,  as  mall  let  you  know  our  opinion  of 
your  proceedings  and  relations  of  things. 
—And  as  you  wifh  to  be  found  fault 
•with,  as  you  fay,  you  mall  freely  have  it, 
s(  though  not  in  a  fpienetick  or  ill-natured 
w»y)  as  el'lcii  as  you  give  cccallon.  Now, 


you  muft  know,  Pamela,  I  have  two 
views  in  this.  One  is,  to  fee  how  a  man 
of  my  brother's  fpiri*:,  who  has  not  de- 
nied himfelf  any  genteel  liberties,  (for  it 
muft  be  owned  he  never  was  a  common 
town  rake,  and  had  always  dignity  in  his 
roguery)  will  behave  himfelf  to  you,  and 
in  wedlock,  which  ufed  to  be  freely 
fneered  by  him :  the  next,  that  I  may  love 
you  more  and  more,  which  it  will  be 
enough  to  make  me  do,  1  dare  lay,  as  by 
your  letters  I  mall  be  more  and  more  ac- 
quainted with  you,  as  well  as  by  conver- 
fation  j  fo  that  you  can't  be  off,  if  you 
\vould. 

I  know,  however,  you  will  have  no 
objection  to  this  j  and  that  is,  that  your 
family  affairs  will  require  your  attention, 
and  not  give  you  the  time  you  ufed  to 
have  for  this  employment.  But  con- 
fider,  child,  the  ftation  you  are  raifed  to 
does  not  require  you  to  be  quite  a  do- 
meftick  animal.  You  are  lifted  up  to 
the  rank  of  a  lady,  and  you  muft  aft  up 
to  it,  and  not  think  of  fetting  fuch  an 
example,  as  will  derive  upon  you  the  ill- 
will  and  cenfure  of  other  ladies. — For 
will  any  of  our  fex  vifit  one  who  is  con- 
tinually employing  herfelf  in  fuch  works 
as  either  muft  be  a  reproach  to  herfelf, 
or  to  them  ? — You'll  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  give  orders.  You  will  confider 
yourfelf  as  the  tafk-miltrefs,  and  the 
common  herd  of  female-fervants,  as  Ib 
many  negroes  directing  themfelves  by 
your  nod;  or  yourfelf  as  the  mailer- 
wheel,  in  fome  beautiful  piece  of  mecha- 
nifm,  whofe  dignified  grave  motions  is 
tofet  a-going  all  the  under-wheels,  with 
a  velocity  fuitable  to  their  refpeftive 
parts. — Let  your  fervants,  under  your 
direction,  do  all  that  relates  to  houfehold 
management :  they  cannot  write  to  en- 
tertain andinftruft,  as  you  can:  fo  what 
will  yon  have  to  do? — rilanfwermyown 
queftion :  in  the  firft  place,  endeavour  to 
pleafe  your  fovereign  lord  and  mafter  ; 
and  let  me  tell  you,  any  other  woman  in 
England,  be  her  quality  ever  fo  high, 
wo- ild  have  found  enough  to  do  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  that.  Secondly,  to  receive  and 
pay  vifits,  in  order,  for  his  credit  as 
well  as  your  own,  to  make  your  fa- 
fhionable  neighbours  fond  of  you.  Then, 
thirdly,  you  will  have  time  upon  your 
hands  (as  your  monarch  himfeif  riles 
early,  and  is  tolerably  regular  for  fuch 
a  brazen  face  as  he  has  been)  to  write  to 
me  in  the  manner  I  have  mentioned,  and 
expeft  j  and  I  iee  plainly,  by  your  iiile, 
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til  at  nothing  can  be  eafier  for  you,  than 
to. (Jo  this. 

And  thus,  and  with  reading,  may  your 
time  be  filled  up  with  reputation  to  your- 
felf,  and  delight  to  others,  till  a  fourth 
employment  puts  itfelf  upon  you  j  and 
that  is  (fhall  I  tell  you  in  one  word, 
without  mincing  the  matter  ?)  a  fucceffion 
of  brave  boys,  to  perpetuate  a  family  that 
has  for  many  hundred  years  been  efteem- 
ed  worthy  and  eminent,  and  which,  being 
now  reduced,  in  the  direct  line,  to  him 
and  me,  expefls  it  from  you  5  or  elfe,  let 
me  tell  you,  (nor  will  I  baulk  it)  my 
brother,  by  defcending  to  the  wholefome 
cot — Excufe  me,  Pamela,— -vyi!!  want 
one  apology  for  his  conduct,  be  as  ex- 
cellent as  you  may. 

I  fay  this,  child,  not  to  refie6l  upon 
you,  fince  the  thing  is  done  ;  for  I  love 
you  dearly,  and  will  love  you  more  and 
more — but  to  let  you  know  what  is  ex- 
pected from  you,  and  to  encourage  you 
in  theprofpect  that  is  already  opening  to 
you  both,  and  to  me,  who  have  the  wel- 
fare of  the  family  I  fprung  from  fo  much 
at  heart,  although  I  know  this  will  be  at- 
tended with  feme  anxieties  to  a  mind  fo 
thoughtful  and  appreheuiive  as  your's 
feems  to  be. 

O  but  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  your 
folicitude  for  fear  the  gentlemen  fhould 
have  feen  every  thing  contained  in  your 
letters — But  this  I  will  particularly  fpeak 
to  in  a  third  letter,  having  filled  my  pa- 
per on  all  iides :  and  am,  till  then,^0#r'.r, 

•    B.  PAVERS. 

You  fee,  and  I  hope  will  take  it  as  a  fa- 
vour, that  I  bieak  the  ice,  and  begin 
firft  in  the  indifpenfibly  exptdted  cor- 
refpondence  between  us. 


LETTER      X, 

FROM  THE    SAME. 

AND  fo)  Pamela,  you  are  very  foli- 
citous  to  know,  if  the  gentlemen 
have  feen  every  part  of  your  papers  ?  I 
can't  fay  but  they  have:, nor,  except  in 
regard  to  the  reputation  of  your  faucy 
man,  do  I  fee  why  the  part  you  hint  at 
might  not  by  read  by  thole  to  whom  the 
reft  might  be  (hewn. 

I  can  tell  you,  Lady  Betty,  who  is  a 
Very  nice  and  delicate  lady,  hod  no  ob- 
jection to  any  part,  though  rea4  before 


men:  only  now-and-then,  crying  out— 
'  O  the  vile  man  ! — See,  Lord  Davers, 

•  what  wretches  you  men  are!1     And, 
commJferatJngyou— -<  Ah!  the  poor  Pa. 

*  mela!'  And  exprefling  her  impatience 
to  hear  on,  how  you  efcaped  at  this  time, 
and  at  that,  and  rejoicing  in  your  efcape. 
And  now-and-then — *  O  Lady  Davers, 

what  a  vile  brother  you  have  !    I  hate 
him  perfectly. — The  poor  girl  cannot 
be  made  amends  for  all  this,  though  he 
has  married  her.     Who,  that  knows 
thefe  things  of  him,  would  wi/h  him  to 
_  be  hers,  with  all  his  advantages  of  per- 
fon,  mind,  and  fortune?'     And  fuch- 
like  expreflionsinyourpraife,  and  con- 
demning him,  and  his  wicked  attempts. 
But  I  can  tell  you  this,  that  except  ona 
had  heard  every  tittle  of  your  danger; 
how  near  you  were  to  ruin,  and  how  little 
he  flood  upon  taking  any  meafures  to  ef~ 
feet  his  vile  purpoles,  even  daring  to  at- 
tempt you  in  the  prefence  of  a.  good  wo- 
man, which  was  a  wickednefs  that  every 
wicked  man  could  not  be  guilty  of ;  I 
fay,  except  one  had  known  thefe  things, 
one  mould  not  have  been  able  to  judge  of 
the  merit  of  your  refinance,    and  how 
mocking  thofe  attempts  were  to  yo'.ir  vir- 
tue, infomuch  that  life  itfelf  was  endan- 
gered by  them :  nor,  let  me  tell  you,  could 
I  in  particular,  have  fo  well  justified  him 
fpr  marrying  yfeu,  (I  mean  with  refpect 
to  his  own  proud  and  haughty  temper  of 
mind)  if  there  had  been  room  to  think  ha, 
could  have  had  you  upon  eaiier  terms. 

It  was  necefiary,  child,  on  twenty  ac- 
counts, that  we,  your  and  Jiis  well-wifh- 
ers  and  his  relations,  fhould  know  that 
he  had  tried  every  ftratagem,  and  made 
ufe  of  every  contrivance,  to  fubdue  you 
to  his  purpofe,  before  he  married  ycm  - 
and  hoW would  it  have  anfwered  to  his 
intrepid  character,  and  pride  of  heart, 
had  we  not  been  particularly  led  into  the 
nature  of  thofe  attempts,  which  you  ib 
nobly  refilled,  as  to  convince  us  all,  that 
you  have  deferred  the  good  fortune  yoa 
have  inet  with,  as  well  as  all  the  kind  and 
refpectful  treatment  he  can  pofli,bly  fliew 
you  ? 

Nor  ought  you  to  be  concerned  who 
fees  any  the  moft  tender  parts  of  your 
rtory,  except,  as  I  laid,  for  his  fak 
it  muft  be  a  very  unvirtuous  mind,  that 
can  form  any  other  ideas  from  what  yoa 
relate,than  thofe  of  terror  and  pity  for  you , 
Your  exprelfions  are  too  delicate  to  give 
thenkeft  ear  offence,  except  at  him. — • 
R  r  You 
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You  paint  no  fcenes  butfuch  as  make  his 
wickednefs  odious;  and  that  gentleman, 
much  more  lady,  mult  have  a  very  cor- 
rupt heart,  who  could,  from  fiich  circum- 
itancnsof  diitrefs,  make  any  reflexions, 
hut  what  mould  he  to  your  honour,  and 
in  abhorrence  of  inch  aftions.  Indeed, 
child,  I  am  fo  convinced  of  this,  that  by 
this  rule  I  would  judge  of  any  man's 
heart  in  the  world,  better  than  by  a  thou- 
iand  declarations  and  proteltations.  I  do 
alfure  yen,  rakifh  as  Jackey  is,  and  freely 
as  I  doubt  not  that  Lord  Davers  has 
formerly  lived,  (for  he  has  been  a  man 
of  pleaiiire)  they  gave  me  by  their  beha- 
Viour  on  thefe  tenderer  occahons,  reafon 
to  think  they  had  more  virtue,  than  not 
to  be  very  apprehenfivejfor  your  lately  ; 
Hiul  my  lordleveral  times  exclaimed,  that 
'he  could  not  have  thought  his  brother 
fu<:h  a  Kbmine  neither. 

Befides,  child,  weie  not  thefe  things 
written  in  confidence  to  your  mother  ? 
And,  bad  as  his  actions  were  to  you,  if 
von  had- not  recited  all  you  could  recite, 

.•would  there  not  have  been  room  for  any 
onc,who  mould  have  feen  what  you  wrote, 
to  imagine  they  had  been  Irill  worie  ? — 
A'id  how  could  the  terror  be  fuppofed  to 
have  had  ruch  effects  upon  you,  as  to  en- 
danger your  life,  without  imagining  you 
had  undergone  the  word  that  a  vile  man 
<-QiiU  offer,  un lei's  you  had  told  us,  what 
that  was  .which  he  did  offer,  and  Ib  put  a 
bdUndj  as  it  were,  to  one's  appreheniive 
imaginations  of  what  you  fufi'ered,  which 
otherwife  mull  have  been  injurious  to 
vour'purity,  though  you  could  not  help 

'  i"'? 

Moreover,  Pamela,  it  was  but  doing 
niitice  to  the  libertine  himielf  to  tell  your 

•mother  the  whole  truth,  that  fhe  might 
know  he  was  not  fo  very  abandoned,  but 
that  he  could  llop  fhort  ot  the  execution 
uf  his  wicked  purpoles,  which  he  appre- 
hended, if  ptjrTued)  would  deftroy  the 
life,  that,  of  all  lives,  Ire  wuuld  choofe 
to  preferve  j  and  yo«  owed  alfo  thus 
much  t  >  your  parents  peace  of  mind,  that 

'utter  all  their  diitracling  fears  for  you, 

;  they  might  lee  they  had  reaion  to  rejoice 
in  an  u neon t animated  daughter.  And 
one  cannot  but  reflect,  now  all  is  over, 
and  he  has  made  you  his  wite,  that  it 
fimft  be  a'fatisfaction  to  the  wicked  man, 
as  well  as  to  yourfelf,  that  he  was  not 
more  guilty  than  he  was,  and  that  he 
tuuk.  no  mui'f  liberties  than  he  did. 


For  my  Own  part,  I  muft  fay,  that  I 
could  not  have  accounted  for  your  fits, 
by  any  defcriptions  fhort  of  tlvole  you 
give  ;  and  had  you  been  lei's  particular  in 
the  circumltances,  I  mould  have  judged 
he  had  been  itill  warfe,  and  your  perlbn, 
though  not  your  mind  lefs  pure,  than  his 
pride  would  expeft  from  the  woman  he 
ihould  many ;  for  this  is  the  cafe  of  all 
rakes,  that  though  they  indulge  in  all 
manner  of  libertinifm  themfelves,  there  is 
JIG  clals-  of  men  who  exact  greater  deli- 
cacy than  they,  from  the  perfons  they 
marry;  though  they  care  not  how  bad  they 
make  the  wives,  the  filters,  and  daughter  i 
of  others. 

I  have  run  into  length  again ;  fo  will 
only  add,  (and  fend  all  my  three  letter* 
together)  that  we  all  blame  you  in  ibmc 
degree  for  bearing  the  wicked  Jewkes  in 
your  fight,  after  the  moft  impudent  af- 
iittance  (he  ga;ve  to  his  lewd  attempt  ; 
much  Ids,  we  think,  ought  you  to  have 
left  her  in  her. place,  and  rewarded  he\  : 
for  her  vilenefs  could  hardly  be  equalled 
by  the  worlt  actions  of  the  melt  aban- 
doned procurefs. 

I  know  the  difficulties  you  labour  un- 
der, in  his  arbitrary  will,  and  in  his  in- 
terceilion  for  her:  but  Lady  Betty  rightly 
obferves,  that  he  knew  what  a  vile  wo-  ' 
man  ihe  was,  when  he  put  you  into  her 
power,  and  no  doubt  employed  her,  be- 
catife  he  was  lure  (he  would  anfwer  aft 
his  purpoles;  and  that  therefore  me  mould 
have  had  very  little  opinion  of  theiince- 
rit.y  of  his  reformation,  while  he  was  ib 
Iblicitous  in  keeping  her  there,  and  in 
having  her  put  upon  a  toot,  in  the  prc- 
fenton  your  nuptials,  with  honed  Jervis, 

She  would,  (he  fays,  had  ihe  been  in 
your  cafe,  have  had  one  itruggle  for  her 
difmillion,  let  it  have  been  taken  as  it 
would;  and  he  that  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  your  virtue,  muft  have  thought  this 
a  natural  confequence  of  if,  if  he  was  in 
earnelt  to  reclaim. 

I  know  not  whether  you  fliew  him  a)| 
I  write,  or  not :  but  I  have  written  this 
laft  part  in  the  cover,  as  well  for  want  of 
room,  as  that  you  may  keep  it  from  him, 
if  yon  pleafe.  Though  if  you  think  it 
will  ferve  any  good  encir  I  am  not  againit 
fhe  wing  to  him  all  I  write.  For  I  mull 
ever  fpeak  my  mind,  though  I  were  to 
fmart  for  it;  and  that  nobody  can  or  has 
the  heart  to  make  me  do,  but  my  bold 
.  So,  Pamela,  for  this  time,  Adiat, 


LETTER 


LETTER    XI. 

MY   GOOD   LADY, 

I  Am  honoured  with  your  ladyfhip's 
three  letters,  the  contents  of  which  are 
highly  obliging  to  me  :  and  I  fhould  be 
inexcusable  it"  I  did  not  comply  with  your 
injunctions,  and  be  very  proud  -and  thank- 
ful for  your  ladyfhip's  condefvreniion  in  ' 
accepting  of  my  poor  Scribble,  and  pro- 
TniSmgme  luch  a  rich  and  invaluable  re- 
turn 5  of  which  you  have  given  me  already 
Such  ample  and  fuch  delightful  -initances. 
1  will  not  plead  my  defects,  to  -excufe  my 
obedience.  I  only  fear,  that  the  awe 
which  will  be  always  upon  me,  when  I 
write  to  your  ladyfhip,  will  lay  me  under 
lb  great'areftraint,  that  I  Ihall  fall  fhort 
«ven  of  the  merit  my  papers  have  already 
made  for  me,  through  your  kind  indulg- 
ence. But  neverthelefs,  flickering  my  ielf 
under  your  goodnefs,  I  will  chearfully 
comply  with  every  thing  your  ladyfhip 
expe6is  from  me,  that  is  in  my  power  to 
do. 

You  will  give  me  leave,  Madam,  to 
put  into  Some  little  method,  the  particu- 
lars of  what  you  dclire  of  me,  that  I  may 
Speak  to  them  all :  for,  iince  you  are  lb 
good  as  to  excufe  me  from  fending  the 
reli  of  my  papers,  (which  indeed  would 
'not  bear  in  many  places)  I  will  omit  no- 
thing that  fhall  tend  to  convince  yoci  of 
iny  readinefs  to  obey  jon  in  every  thing 


Firft  then,  your  tadyfhip  would  have 
the  particulars  of  the  happy  fortnight  we 
parted  in  Kent,  on  one  of  the  molt  agree- 
able occaiions  that  could  befal  me. 

Secondly,  ;<n  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  your  dear  brother  acquainted  me 
with  the  affecting  ftory  of  Mils  Godfrey, 
and  my  behaviour  upon  it. 

And,  thirdly,  I  prefume  yoti-r  iadyfhip, 
and  Lady  Betty,  expe&  that  I  fhould  Say 
Something  \ipon  your  welcome  remarks 
on  my  conduct  towards  Mrs.  JewkesL 

The  other  particulars  contained  hi 
your  ladyfhip's  kind  letters  will  Naturally 
fall  under  one  or  other  of  thefc  three 
heads — But  expect  not,  my  lady,  though 
I  begin  in  method  thus,  that  I  fhall  keep 
tip  to  it.  If  your  ladyfhip  will  not  allow 
for  me,  and  keep  in  view  the  poor  Pamela 
Andrews  in  all  I  write , but  will  have  Mrs . 
55.  in  your  eye,  what  will  become  ot  me  ? 
*!— But,  indeed,  I  piomiie  myielf  So  much 
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improvement  from  tins  correspondence, 
that  I  enter  upon  it  with  a  greater  delight 
than  I  can  expreis,  notwithstanding  rlv 
mingled  awe  and  diffidence  that  will  ac- 
company me,  in  every  part  of  the  agit- 
able talk. 

To  begin  with  the  firfl  article  : 

Your  dear  brother  and  my  hone  ft  pa- 
rents— (I  know  your  ladyfhip  will  ex- 
pect from  me,  that  on  all  occaiions,  I 
fhould  Speak  of  them  with  the  duty  that 
becomes  a  good  child) — I  Say,  then, your 
dear  brother,  and  they,  and  myielf,  Set 
out  on  the  Monday  morning  for  Kent, 
parting  through  St.  Albans  to  London,  at 
both  which  places w?  flopped  anight;  for 
our  dear  benefactor  would  make  us  take 
eafy  journks-,  and  on  WedneSday  even- 
ing we  arrived  at  the  Sweet  place  allotted 
for  the  good  couple.  We  were  attended 
only  by  Abraham  and  John,  on  horSe- 
back ;  for  Mr.  Colbrand,  having  Sprained 
his  foot,  was  in*  the  travelling-teach  with 
the  cook,  the  houfe-maid,  and  Polly  Bar- 
low, a  genteel  new  Servant,  whom  Mrs, 
Brooks  recommended  to  wait  on  me. 

Mr. Longman  had  been  down  therefor 
a  fortnight,  employed  in  Settling  the  terms 
of  an  additional  pvirchafe  to  this  pretty 
well  %voodtd and  weli  watered  eltate;  and 
the  account  he  gave  of  his  proceeding^ 
•was  very  Satisfactory  to  his  honoured 
principal .  He  told  us,  he  had  much  ado 
to  difTuade  the  tenants  from  purfuing  a 
formed  refblution  of  meeting  their  land- 
lord on  horfeback,  at  Some  miles  diS- 
tance ;  for  he  had  informed  them  when 
he  expected  us:  but  knowing  how  dt- 
Sirous  Mr.  B.  was  of  being  retired  while 
he  ftaid  here  this  time,  he  had  ventured 
to  affurethem,  that  when  every  thing  was 
fettled,  and  the  new  purchale  actually 
entered  upon,  they  would  have  his  prc- 
Sence  among  them  novv-and-then ;  and 
that  he  Would  introduce  them  all  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  their  worthy  landlord,  be- 
fore we  left  the  country. 

The  houfe  is  large  and  very  commo.- 
tiious;  and  we  found  every  thing  about 
it,  and  in  it,  exceeding  neat  and  conve- 
nient ;  which  was  owing  to  the  worthy 
Mr.  Longman's  care  and. direction.  The 
ground  is  well  rtocked,  the  barns  and  ou-t- 
houfes  in  excellent  repair,  and  my  pool- 
father  and  mother  have  only  to  wifh,  that 
they  and  I  may  be  delerving  of  half  the 
goodnefs  we  experience  from  the  b<km- 
tiful  mind  of  your  good  brother. 

R  r  z  But 
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But  Indeed,  Madam,  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  difcovering  every  day  more  and 
more,  that  there  is  not  a  better  difpofed, 
and  more  generous  man  in  the  world  than 
himfelf,  infdmuch  that  I  verily  think  he 
has  not  been  fo  careful  to  conceal  his  bad 
actions  as  \\isgood  ones.  His  heart  is 
naturally  beneficent,  and  his  beneficence 
i?  the  gift  of  God  to  him  for  the  molt  ex- 
cellent purpofes,  as  I  have  often  been  fo 
free  as  to  tell  him. — Pardon  me,  my  dear 
lady:  I  wifh  I  may  not  be  impertinently 
grave:  but  I  find  a  great  many  initances 
of  his  confiderate  charity,  which  hardly 
any  body  knew  of,  and  which,  fmce  I 
have  been  his  almoner,  could  not  avoid 
doming  to  my  knowledge. — But  this  pof- 
iibly,  is  no  news  to  your  ladyfhip.  Every 
body  knows  the  generous  goodnefs  of 
your  o>wn  heart:  every  one  that  wanted 
relief  tafted  the  bounty  of  your  excellent 
mother,  my  late  honoured  lady :  fo  that 
'tis  z.  family  grace,  and  I  have  no  need  to 
fpeak  of  it  to  you,  Madam. 

This  cannot,  my  dear  lady,  I  hope,  be 
conftrued  as  if  I  would  hereby  fuppofe 
ourfelves  lefs  obliged.  Indeed  I  know 
riothing  fo  God-like  in  human  nature  as 
this  difpofition  to  do  good  to  our  fellow- 
creatures;  for  is  it  not  following  imme- 
diately the  example  of  that  gracious  Pro- 
vidence which  evejy  minute  is  conferring 
blefTmg  s  upon  us  all,  and  by  giving  power 
to  the  j'leli.  makes  them  but  the  difpenfers 
of  it's  benefits  to  thofe  that  want  them  ? 
Bvit  yet  as  there  are  but  too  many  objects 
of  coinpaiTion,  :rnd  as  the  mod  beneficent 
mind  in  the  world  cannot,  like  Omnipo- 
tence, do  good  to  all,  how  much  are 
they  obliged  who  are  diiunguifhed  from 
others  ?  And  this,  kept  in  mind,  will  al- 
ways contribute  to  make  the  benefited  re- 
ceive, as:  thankfully  as  they  ought,  the 
favour's  of  the  obliger. 

I  know  not  if  I  write  to  be  underftood 
in  all  I  mean;  but  my  grateful  heart  is  fo 
cur- filled  when  it  is  employed  on  this 
fivbject,  that  methinks  I  want  to  fay  a 
g K  at  deal  more  at  the  fame  tirne  that  I 
an:  apprthenfive  I  fry  too  much. — Yet, 
ytrhaps,  the  copies  of  the  letters  I  here 
j-lclofe  to  your  ladyihip,  (that  marked 
[  I .  ]  written  by  me  to  my  father  and  mo- 
ther, on  our  return  hither  from  Kent ; 
that  marked  [II.]  from  my  dear  father 
in  aniwer  to  it,  and  that  marked  [III.] 
mine  in  reply  to  his*)  will,  (at  the  fame 
timethat  they  may  convince  your  lady  (hip, 


that  I  will  conceal  nothing  from  you  in 
the  courfe  of  this  correfpondence,  that 
may  in  the  leaftamufe  and  divert  you,  or 
that  may  better  explain  our  grateful  fen- 
timents)  in  agreatmeafure,  anfwer  what 
your  ladyfhip  expects  from  me,  as  to  the 
happy  fortnight  we  paffed  in  Kent. 

And  here  I  will  conclude  this  letter, 
choofing  to  fufpend  the  correfpondence, 
till  I  know  from  your  ladyfhip,  whether 
it  will  not  be  too  low,  too  idle  for  your 
attention j  whether  you  will, not  difpenfe 
with  your  own  commands  for  my  writ- 
ing to  you  when  you  fee  I  am  fo  little 
likely  to  anfwer  what  you  may  pofllbly 
expect:  from  me;  or  whether,  if  you  in- 
fill upon  my  fcribbling,  you  would  have 
me  write  in  any  other  way,  be  lefs  te- 
dious, lefs  ferious — in  fhort,  lefs  or  more 
any  thing.  For  all  that  is  in  my  power, 
your  ladyfhip  may  command  from,  Ma- 
dam, your  obliged  and f  ait hfulf errant, 

P.B. 

Your  deareft  brother,  from  whofe  know- 
ledge  I  would  not  keep  any  thing  that 
mail  take  up  any  considerable  portion 
of  my  time,  gives  me  leave  to  proceed 
in  this  correfpondence,  if  you  command 
it:  and  is  pleafed  to  fay,  he  will  con- 
tent himfelf  to  fee  fuch  parts  of  it,  and 
only  fuch  parts,  as  I  fhall  fliew  him,  or 
read  to  him — Is  not  this  very  good, 
Madam  ? — O  my  lady, you  don'tkno\v 
how  happy  I  am  ! 


LETTER    XII. 

FROM  LADY  DAVERS  TO  MRS.  B. 
MY  DEARPAMELA, 

YO  U  very  much  oblige  me  by  your 
chearful  compliance  with  my  re- 
queft.  I  leave  it  intirely  to  you  to  write 
in  what  manner  you  pleafe,  and  as  you 
fliall  be  in  the  humour  to  write,  when  you 
take-up  your  pen  5  for  then  I  fliall  have 
you  write  with  lefs  reftraint:  for,  you 
muft  know,  that  what  we  admire  \r\you, 
are  truth  and  nature,  and  not  flr.djed  or 
elaborate  epiftles.  Wecan  hear  at  church, 
or  we  can  read  in  our  clofets,  fifty  good 
things  that  we  expect  not  from  you;  but  ' 
we  cannot  receive  from  any-body  elfe  the 
pleafure  of  fentiments  flowing  with  that 
artlefs  eafe,  which  fo  mucli  affects  us 
when  we  read  your  letters.  Then,  my 


*  See  Letters  I.  II.  III.  of  this  Volume, 
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fweet  girl,  your  gratitude,  your  prudence, 
your  Integrity  of  heart,  your  humility, 
ihine  ib  much  in  all  your  letters  and 
thoughts,  that  no  wonder  my  brother 
loves  you  as  he  does. 

But  I  fnall  make  you  proud,  I  doubt, 
and  ib  by  praife  ruin  thofe  graces  whi;h 
we  admire,  and,  but  for  that,  cannot 
praife  you  too  much.— In  my  confcience, 
if  thou  canft  hold  as  thou  hail  begun,  I 
believe  thou  [wilt  have  him  all  to  thy/elf, 
and  that  was  once,  more  than  I  thought 
ever  any  woman  on  this  fide  the  feven* 
tieth  year  of  his  age  would  ever  be  able 
to  fay.  The  letters  to  and  from  your 
parents  we  are  charmed  with,  and  the 
communicating  of  them  to  me,  I  take  to 
be  as  great  an  inftance  of  youivconfidence 
in  me,  as  it  is  of  your  judgment  and  pru- 
dence ;  for  you  cannot  but  think,  that 
we,  his  relations,  are  a  little  watchful 
over  your  conduct,  and  have  our  eyes  upon 
you,  to  obferve  what  ufe  you  are  likely 
to  make  of  the  power  you  have  over  your 
man,  with  refpect  to  your  own  relations. 

Hitherto  all  is  unexampled  prudence, 
and  you  take  the  right  method  to  recon- 
cile even  the  proudert  of  us  to  your  mar- 
riage, and  make  us  not  only  love  you, 
but  refpecl:  your  parents,  becaufe  their 
honefty  will,  I  perceive,  be  their  diitin- 
guiihing  character,  and  they,  will  not  for- 
get themfelves,  nor  their  former  condi- 
tion. 

I  can  tell  you,  you  are  exactly  right ; 
for  if  you  were  to  be  an  incroacher,  as 
the  good  old  man  calls  it,  my  brother 
would  be  one  of  the  'firrt  to  fee  it,  and 
he  would  gradually  think  lefs  and  lefs  of 
you,  till  poffibly  he  might  come  to  de- 
Jbiie  you,  and  to  repent  of  his  choice  : 
for  the  leaft  fhadow  of  an  Jmpofition,  or 
low  cunning,  or  mean  felfiftinefs,  he  can- 
not bear. 

In  fhort,  you're  a  charming  girl  ;  and 
Lady  Betty  fays  ib  too ;  and  moreover 
adds,  that  if  he  makes  you  not  the  beit 
and  faitbfulleft  of  hu (bands,  he  cannot 
defer  ve  you,  for  all  his  fortune  and  birth. 
And  in  my  heart,  I  begin  to  think  ib 
too. 

B  ut  won' t  you  oblige  me  with  thefequel 
of  your  letter  to  your  father?  For,  you 
promife,  my  dear  charming  fcribbler,  in 
that  you  fent  to  me,  to  write  again  to 
his  letter  ;  and  I  long  to  fee  how  you  an- 
fvver  the  latter  part  of  it,  about  your  rda- 
lionsdehringalready  to  come  and  live  with 
h;m.  I  know  what  I  expefi  irvm.  you. 
£ut  let  it  be  what  it  will,  fend  it  to  me 


exactly  as  you  wrote  it;  and  I  ihall  fee 
whether  I  have  reafon  to  praife  or  reprove 
you.  For  furely,  Pamela,  you  mull  leave 
one  room  to  blame  you  for  fomething. 
Indeed  I  can  hardly  bear  the  thought, 
that  you  mould  ib  much  excel  as  you  do, 
and  have  more  prudence,  by  nature,  as 
it  were,  than  the  beft  of  us  get  in  a  courfe 
of  the  genteeieft  education,  and  with  fifty 
advantages,  at  Icuft,  in  converfation,  that 
you  could  not  have,  by  reafon  of  my 
mother's  retired  life,  while  you  were  with, 
her,  and  your  cloie  attendance  on  her 
perfon. 

But  FlLtell  you  what  has  been  a  great 
improvement  to  you :  it  is  your  own 
writings.  This  .itch  of  fcribbling  has 
been  a  charming  help  to  you.  For  here,, 
having  a  natural  fund  of  good  fenfe,  and 
a  prudence  above  your  years,  you  have, 
with  the  obfervations  thefe  have  enabled 
you  to  make,  been  flint  and  iteel  too,  as 
I  may  iay,  to  yourfelf :  ib  that  you  have 
ftruck  fire  when  you  pleafed,  wanting 
nothing  but  a  few  dry  leaves,  like  the 
firft  pair  in  old  Du  Bartas,  to  ferve  as 
tinder  to  catch  your  animating  fparks. 
So  that  reading  conftantly,  and  thus  ufing 
yourfelf  to  write,  and  enjoying  betides 
the  benefit  of  a  good  memory,  every  thing 
you  heard  or  read  became  your  own;  and 
not  only  fo,  but  was  improved  by  pafilng 
through  more'  falubrious  ducts  and  ve- 
hicles ;  like  fome  fine  fruit  grafted  upon. 
a  common  frec-rtock,  whofe  more  exu- 
berant juices  ferve  to  bring  to  quicker 
and  greater  perfection  the  cfowny  peach, 
or  thcfmooth  nectarine  with  it's  crimien 
bfufti. 

Really,  Pamela,Iberieve,I,  too,  mail 
improve  by  writing  to  you — Why,  you 
dear  fancy-face,  at  this  rate,  you'll  make 
every  one  that  converfes  with  you,  better, 
and  wifer,  and  ^wittier  too,  as  far  as  I 
know,  tlian  they  ever  before  thought  there 
was  room  for  'em  to  be. 

As  to  my  own  part,  I  begin  to  like 
what  I  have  written  myfelf,  I  think ! 
and  your  correfpandence  will  poflibly 
revive  the  poetical  ideas  that  ufed  to  fire 
my  m  ind,  before  I  entered  into  the  drowiv 
married  life;  for  my  good  Lord  Davers's 
turn  happens  not  to  be  to  books ;  and 
fo  by  degrees,  my  imagination  was  in 
a  manner  quenched,  and  I,  as  a  du- 
tiful wife  mould,  endeavoured  to  form  my 
tafte  by  that  of  the  man  I  chofe.  But 
after  all,  Pamela,  you  are  not  to  be  a  lit- 
tle proud  (J  can  tell  you  that)  of  my 
&ence ;  and  I  could  not  have 
thought 
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thought  it  e'er  would  have  come  to  this: 
but  you'll  have  the  penetration  to  ob- 
lerve,  that  I  am  the  more  free  and  unre- 
ierved,  to  encourage  JOH  to  write  without 
reftraint :  for  already  you  have  made  us 
a  family  of  writers  and  readers  ;  fo  that 
Lord  Davers  himielf  is  become  enamour- 
ed of  your  ktters,  and  defires  of  all  things 
he  may  hear  read  every  one  that  palles 
"between  us.  Nay,  Jackey,  for  that  mat- 
ter, who  was  the  moil  thoughtlefs,  whift- 
ling,  fauntring,  fellow  you  ever  knew, 
and  whole  delight  in  a  book  ran  nohigh- 
erthan  a  fong  or  a  catch,  now  comes  in 
-\vith  an  inquiring  face,  and  vows  he'll 
fet  pen  to  paper,  and  turn  letter-writer 
iumfelf ;  and  intends  (if  my  brother 
won't  take  it  avnifs,  he  fays)  to  begin  to 
vow,  provided  he  could  be  fure  of  an 
ant'wer. 

I  have  twenty  things  ftill  to  fay;  for 
vou  have  unlocked  allourbofoms.  And 
yet  I  intended  not  to  write  above  ten  or 
a  dozen  lines  when  I  began ;— only  to 
tell  you,  that  I  would  have  you  take  your 
own  way,  in  your  fubjecls,  and  in  your 
itile. — And  if  you  will  but  give  me 
hope,  that  you  are  in  the  way  I  fo  much 
willi  to  have  you  in,  I  will  then  call  my- 
felf  your  affecHonflte  litter  5  but  till  then, 
it  lhall  only  barely  be  jour  correjpondent, 

B.  DAVERS. 

Yon^l!  proceed  with  the  account  of  your 
Kentifh  affair,  I  doubt  not. 


LETTER    XIII. 

MY  PEAR  GOOD  LAOY, 

WHAT  kind,  what  generous 
things  are  you  pleafed  to  fay  of 
your  happy  correfpohdent !  And  what 
rtafon  have  I  to  value  myfelf  on  fuch  an 
advantage  as  is  now  before  me,  if  I  am 
capable  of  improving  it  as  I  ought,  from 
a  correfpondence  with  fo  noble  anil  fo 
admired  a  lady  !  I  wifh  I  be  not  now 
proud  indeed ! — To  be  praifed  by  fuch 
a  ejenius,  and  my  honoured  benefactor's 
worthy  fifter,  whole  favour,  next  to  his, 
it  was  always  my  chief  ambition  to  ob- 
tain, is  what  would  be  enough  to  fill  with 
vanity  a  fteadier  and  a  more  equal  mind 
than  mine. 

I  have  heard  from  my  late  honoured 
lady,  what  a  fine  pen  her  beloved  daugh- 
ter was  miftrefs  of,  when  fhe  pleafed  to 
sake  it  up.  But  I  never  could  have  had 


the  prefumption,  but  from  your  hiy- 
Ihip's  own  motion,  to  hope  to  be  in  any 
manner  the  fubjeft  of  it,  much  lefs  to  be 
called  yourcorrefpondent. 

Indeed,  Madam,  I  am  proud,  very 
proud  of  this  honour,  and  confider  it  a's 
fuch  a  heightening  to  my  pleafures,  a* 
only  that  could  give  ;  and  I  will  fet  about 
obeying  your  ladyfhip  without  referve. 

^  But  permit  me,  in  the.  firit  place,  to 
difclaim  any  merit,  from  my  own  poor 
writings,  to  that  improvement  which 
your  goodnefs  imputes  to  me.  What  I 
have  to  boaft,  of  that  fort,  is  owing  prin- 
cipally, ifitdeferves  commendation,  to 
my  late  excellent  lady. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  imagined  what  pains 
her  ladyfhip  took  with  her  poor  fervant. 
Befides  making  me  keep  a  book  of  her 
charities  difpenfed  by  my  hands,  fhe 
caufed  me  ?lways  to  fet  down,  in  my 
way,  the  cafes  of  the  diftreffed,  their 
griefs  from  their  misfortunes,  arsd  their 
joys  in  her  bountiful  relief;  and  fo  I  was 
entered  early  into  the  various  turns  that 
affected  worthy  hearts,  and  was  taught 
the  better  to  regulate  my  own,  efpecially 
by  the  helpof  the  fine  obfervations  which 
-my  good  laciyuiedto  make  tome,  when 
I  read  to  her  what  I  wrote.  For  many  a 
time  has  her  generous  heart  overflowed 
with  pleafure  at  my  remarks,  and  with 
praifes;  and  I  was  her  good  girl,  her 
dear  Pamela,  her  hopeful  maiden  ;  and 
ihe  would  fometimes  fnatc.h  my  hand 
with  tranfport,  and  draw  me  to  her,  and 
vouchfafe  te  kifs  me;  and  always  was 
faying, what  fhe  would  do  for  me,  if  God 
?(pared  .her,  and  I  continued  to  be  deferv- 
ing. 

0  my  dear  lady!   you  cannot  think 
what  an  encouragement  this  condefcend- 
ing  behaviour  and  goodnefs  was  to  me. 
Indeed,  Madam,  you  cannot  think  it. 

1  uled  to  throw  myfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
embrace  her  knees;  and,  my  eyes  ftream- 
ing  with  tears  of  joy,  would  often  cry— 

. '  O  continue  tome,  my  deareft  lady,  the 
'  bleffing  of  your  favour,  and  kind  in- 
*  ftrucHons,  and  it  is  all  your  happy, 
'  happy  Pamela  can  wifh  for/ 

But  I  will  proceed  to  obey  your  lady- 
fhip,  and  write  with  as  much  freedom  as 
I  poflibly  can:  for  you  muft  notexpecl, 
that  I  can  entirely  divert  myfelf  of  that 
awe  which  will  necefTarily  lay  me  under 
a  greater  reltraint,  than  if  I  was  writing 
to  my  father  and  mother,  whofe  partia- 
lity for  their. daughter  made  ine,  in  a 
-manner,  fee ure  of  their  good  opinions- 

And 
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And  now,  that  I  may  fhorten  the  work 
before  me,  in  the  account  I  am  to  give 
of  the  1'weet  fortnight  that  we  pafled  in 
Kent,  I  inclofe  not  only  the  copy  of  the 
letter  your  ladyfhip  deiired  me  to  fend 
you,  but  my  father's  anfwer  to  it,  which, 
with  thole  you  have  already,  will  let  be- 
fore your  ladyfhip  all  you  want  to  fee  in 
i  elation  to  the  defirefome  of  my  kindred 
had  to  live  with  my  father,  and  my  own 
opinion  on  the  occafion.     And  I    am 
humbly  confident  you  will  join  in  fenti- 
ment  with  me  :  for  perfons  are  lefs  doubt- 
ful of  approbation,  when  their  minds  are 
incapable  of  dark  referves,  or  fuch  views 
as  they  would  be  afraid  mould  be  detect- 
ed by  any  watchful  obferver  of  their  con- 
duel  :  and  your  ladyfhip  gives  me  double 
pleafure,  that  you  are  pleafed  to  have  an 
eye  upon  minej   firft,  becaufe  I  hope  it 
will  be  fuch  as  will  generally  bear  the 
ilridTteft  fcrutiny;  and  next,  becaufe,  when 
my  actions  fall  fhort  of  my  intentions,  1 
prefnme  to  hofte  your  ladyfhip  will  be  as 
kind  a  monitor  to  me,  as  you  are  a  corre- 
fpondent  j   and  then  I  fliall  have  an  op- 
portunity to  correct  rriyfelf,  and  be,  as 
near  as  my  flendtr  talents  will  peimit, 
what  your  ladyfhip  would  have  me  to  be. 
As  the  letters  I  fent  before,  and  thofe 
\  now  fend,  will  let  your  ladyfhip  into 
ieveral  particulars ;   fuch  as  a  brief  de- 
fcription  of  the  houf'e  and  farm,  and  your 
honoured  brother's  intentions  of  retiring 
thither  now-and-then  ;  of  the  happinei's 
and  gratitude  of  my  dear  parents,,  and 
their  wifhes  to  be  able  to  deferve  the  com- 
forts his  goodnefs  has  heaped  upon  them; 
and  that  in  ftronger  lights  than  I  am  able 
to  let  them  j   I  will  only,  in  a  fummary 
manner,  mention  the  reft :  and  particu- 
larly, 

That  the  behaviour  of  my  dear  bene- 
faclor  to  me,  to  my  parents,  to  Mr.  Long- 
man, and  to  the  tenants,  was  one  conti- 
nued feries  of  benignity  and  condefcen- 
iion.  He  endeavoured,  in  every  kind 
and  generous  way,  to  encourage  the  good 
couple  to  be  free  and  chearful  with  him  ; 
and  feeing  them  unable  to  get  over  that 
awe  and  refpecl:,  which  they  owe  him 
above  all  mankind,  and  which  they  fought 
to  pay  him  on  all  occah'ons,  he  would  take 
their  hands,  and  more  than  once  called 
them  by  the  neai  ^  and  deareft  names  of 
relationship,  as  it  they  were  hi  sown  pa- 
rents j  and  I  believe  would  have  uiHhi- 
guilhed  them  oftener  in  this  manner,  but 
that  he  law  them  too  mach  affected  with 
his  goodneft  tg  bear  the  honour  (as  my 


dear  father  fays  in  his  firfi  letter)  with 
equalnefs  of  temper  \  and  he  feemed  al- 
ways to  delightin  being  particularly  kind 
to  them  before  ftrangers,  and  before  the 
tenants,  and  before  Mr.  Sorby,  and  Mr, 
Bennet,  and  Mr.  Shepherd,  three  of  the 
principal  gentlemen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  with  their  ladies  came  toviiit 
us,  and  whole  viiits  we  all  returned ;  for 
your  dear  brother-would  not  peimit  my 
father  and  mother  to  decline  the  invita- 
tion of  thofe  worthy  families. 

Judge  you,  my  dear  lady,  with  what 
ajoy  thefe  kinddittinclions,  and  his  fweet 
behaviour,  nmft  fill  their  honeft  hearts. 
Judge  of  my  grateful  fentimcnts  and  ac- 
knowledgments, of  thefe  hourly  inltances 
of  his  gocdnefs ;  and  judge  of  the  refpecl: 
with  which  this  mull  infpire  every  one 
for  the  good  couple.     And  when  once 
Mrs.  Bennet  had  like  to  have  laid  fome- 
thing  of  their  former  condition,  whicli 
fhe  would  have  recalled  in  fome  confu- 
fion,  and  when  fhe  could  not,  apologized 
for  it,  the  dear  gentleman* iaid — '  All  is 
well,  Mrs.  Bennet :  no  apologies  are 
neceffary  5  and  to  affure  you  they  are 
not,  I'll  tell  you  myfelf  what  you  can- 
not have  heard   fo  particularly  from 
others,  and  which  were  I  to  endeavour 
to  conceal,  would  be  a  piece  of  pride 
as  ftupid  as  defpicable.'  So,  in  a  con- 
cife  manner,  he  gave  them  an  account  of 
my  ftory,  fo  much  to  my  advantage,  and 
fo  little  to  his  own,  in  the  ingenuous  re- 
lation of  his  attempts  upon  me,  that  you 
can't  imagine,  Madam,  how  much  the 
gentry  were  affected  by  it,  and  how  much, 
in  particular,  they  applauded  him  for  the 
generofity  of  his  adtions  to  me,  and  to 
my  dear  parents,     And.  your  ladyfhip 
will  permit  me  to  obferve,  that  fince  the 
matter  is  circumstanced  as  it  is,  policy, 
as  well  as  nobleneis  of  mind,  obliged  him 
to  this  f ran knefs  and  acknowledgment} 
for  having  laid  <vjorfe  of  himfelf,  and  as 
•mean  of  my  parents  fortunes,   as  any 
one  could  think,  what  remained  for  the 
hearers  but  to  applaud,  when  he  had  left 
them  no  room  to  reproach,  not  fo  much 
as  in  thought  ? 

Eveiy  day  we  rode  out,  or  walked  a 
little  about  the  grounds  ;  and  while  we 
.  were  there,  he  employed  hands  to  cut  a 
vifta  through  a  coppice  as  they  call  it,  or 
rather  a  little  wood,  to  a  riling  ground, 
which  fronting  an  old-fafnioned  balcopy 
in  the  middle  of  the  houle,  he  ordered  it 
to  be  planted  like  a  grove,  and  a  pretty 
alcove  tg  be  ercjc"led  on  it's  funimit,  os 

which 
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which  he  has  fent  them  a  draught,  drawn 
by  his  own  hand.  And  this,  and  a  few 
other  alterations,  mentioned  in  my  let- 
ter to  my  father,  are  to  be  finifhed  againft 
we  go  down  next. 

The  dear  gentleman  was  every  hour 
prefTing  me,  while  there,  to  take  one  di- 
verllon  or  other,  frequently  upbraiding 
me,  that  I  Teemed  nofto  ckoofezny  thing  j 
urging  me  to  propofe  fometimes  what  I 
could  'tvijh  he  mould  oblige  me  in,  and 
not  always  to  leave  it  to  him  to  choofe 
for  me  :  laying,  he  was  half-afraid,  that 
my  conftant  compliance  with  every  thin^ 
he  propofed,  laid  me  Ibmetimes  under  a 
reftraint ;  and  he  would  have  me  have  a 
tvill  of  my  own,  fmce  it  was  impoflible, 
that  it  could  be  fuch  as  he  mould  not 
take  a  delight  in  conforming  to  it. 

But,  when  (as  I  told  him)  his  good- 
nefs  to  me  made  him  rather  ftudy  what 
would  oblige  me  than  hhnfelf,  even  to 
the  prevention  of  all  my  willies,  how  was 
it  pofftble  for  me  not  to  receive  with  plea- 
fureand  gratitude. every  intimation  from 
him,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that,,though 
it  might  fetm  to  be  the  effect  of  an  im- 
plicit obedience  to  his  will,  yet  was  it 
(nor  could  it  beotherwife)  intirely  agree- 
able to  my  own  ?* 

I  will  not  trouble  your  ladyfhip  with 
any  further  particulars  relating  to  this 
happy  fortnight,  which  was  made  up  all 
of  white  and  unclouded  days,  to  the  vely 
laft  ;  and  your  ladyfhip  will  judge  better 
than  I  can  dcfcri.bc,  what  a  parting  there 
was  between  my  dear  parents,  and  their 
honoured  benefactor  and  me. 

We  fet  out,  attended  with  the  good 
wifhes  of  crowds  of  perforis  of  ali  degrees; 
for  your  dear  brother  left  behind  hini 
noble  inftances  of  his  bounty;  it  being 
the^r/?  time,  as  he  bid  Mr.  Longman 
lay,  that  he  had  been  .down  among  them 
fincethat  eftate  had  been  in  his  hands. 

But  permit  me,  Madam,  to  obferve, 
that  I  could  not  forbear  often,  very  often, 
in  this  happy  period,  to  thank  God  in 
private,  for  the  bleiled  terms  upon  which 
I  was  there,  to  what  I  fhouldhave  been, 
had  I  gracelefsly  accepted  of  thole  which 
formerly  were  tendered  to  me;  for  your 
ladyfhip  will  remember,  that  the  Kentifh 
dtate  was  to  be  part  of  the  purchaie  of 
my  infamy*. 

We  returned  through  London  again, 
By  the  like  eafy  journks,  but  tarried  not 
'to  ice  any  thing  of  that  vaft  metropolis, 


any  more  than  we  did  in  going  through 
it  before;  your  beloved  brother  only  flop- 
ping at  his  banker's,  and  defiring  him  to 
look  out  for  a  handfome  houfe,  which  he 
purpofes  to  take  for  his  winter  refidence. 
He  choofes  it  to  be  about  the  new  build- 
ings called  Hanover  Square ;  and  he  left 
Mr.  Longman  there  to  fee  one,  which 
his  banker  believed  would  be  fit  for  him. 
And  thus,  my  dear  good  lady,  I  have 
anfwered  your  firft  commands,  by  the 
help  of  the  letters  which  patted  between 
my  dear  parents  and  me;  and  conclude 
this,  with  the  aflu ranee  that  I  am,  with 
high  refpeft,  your  lady/hip^  mojl  obliged „ 
and  faithful  fer<v  ant> 

P.  B» 

LETTER  xrv. 

MY   DEAREST  LADY, 

I  Now  let  myfelf  to  obey  your  lady- 
fhip's  lecond  command,  which  is,  to 
give  an  account  in  what  manner  your 
dear  brother  broke  to  me  the  affair  of  the 
unfortunate Mifs  Godfrey,  with  my  be- 
haviour upon  it :  and  this  I  cannot  do 
better,  than  by  tranfcribing  the  relation  I 
gave  at  the  time,  in  letters  to  my  dear 
parents,  which  your  ladyfhip  has  not 
feen,  in  theie  very  words. 

[See  Vol.  II.  p.  277,  beginning*  My 
*  dear  Mr.  B.*  down  to  p.  283.] 
Thus  far,  my  dear  lady,  the  relation 
I  gave  to  my  parents,  at  the  time  of  my 
being  firft  acquainted  with  this  melan- 
choly affair. 

It  is  a  great  pleafure  to  me,  that  I  can 
already  flatter  myfelf,  from  the  hints  you 
kindly  give  me,  that  I  behaved  as  you 
wiflied  I  mould  behave.  Indeed,  Ma- 
dam, I  could  not  help  it;  for  I  pitied  moft 
fincerely  the  unhappy  lady;  and  though 
I  could  not  but  reioice,  that  I  had  had 
the  grace  to  ei cape  the  dangerous  attempts 
of  the  dear  intriguer,  yet  never  did  the 
ftory  of  any  unfortunate  lady  make  fuch 
an  impreflion  upon  me  as  her's  did  :  fhe 
loved  him,  and  believed,  no  doubt,  he 
loved  her  too  well  to  take  ungenerous  ad- 
vantages of  her  loft  paflion  for  him ;  and 
fo,  by  degrees,  -put  hcrfelf  into  his  power; 
and  too  ieklom,  alas  !  have  the  riobleft- 
minded  of  the  ieducing  fex  the  mercy  or 
the  goodnefs  to  fpare  the  poor  creatures 
that  do  ! — And  then  this  love,to  be  lure, 
is  a  fad  thing,  when  ouce  it  is  ibffered  to 


*  See  Vol.  I,  p. 
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; — a  pcrfeft  tyrant!-— requiring  an 
pnconditional  obedience  to  hV  arbitrary 
dictates,  and  deeming  every  "inftance  of 
difcretion  and  prudence,  and  virtue  itielf, 
too  often,  but  as  fo  many  a&s  of  rebel- 
lion to  it's  ufuiped  authority. 

And  then,  how  do  even  blemifties  be- 
come perfections  in  thole  we  love?  Crimes 
themielves  too  often,  to  inconliderate 
minds,  . appear  but  as  human  failings; 
and  human  failings  are  a  common  caufe, 
and  every  frail  perfon  excufes  them  for 
his  or  her  own  fake. 

Then  'tis  another  misfortune  of  peo- 
ple in  love  ;  they  always  think  highly  of 
the  beloved  object,  and  lowly  of  them- 
felves;  fiich  a  difmal  mortifieris  love! 

I  fay  not  this,  Madam,  to  excufe  the 
.poor  lady's  fall :  nothing  can  do  that  ; 
becaufe  virtue  is,  and  ought  to  be,  pre- 
ferable fo  all  considerations,  and  to  life 
itielf.  But,  methinks,  I  love  this  dear 
lady  fo  well  for  the  fake  of  her  edifying 
penitence,  that  I  would  fain  extenuate 
her  crime,  if  I  could  ;  and  the  rather,  as, 
in  all  probability,  it  was  a  firft  love  on 
both  fides ;  and  fo  he  could  not  appear 
to  her  as  &pra£lifed  deceiver. 

Your  ladyfhip  will  fee  by  what  I  have 
tranfcribed,  how  I  behaved  myfelf  to  the 
dear  Mil's  Goodwin  j  and  I  am  fo  fond 
of  the  little  charmer,  as  well  for  the 
fake  of  her  unhappy  mother,  though  per- 
ibrially  unknown  to  me,  as  for  the  re- 
lation me  bears  to  the  dear  gentleman 
whom  I  am  bound  to  love  and  honour, 
that  I  muft  beg  your  ladyfhip's  intereft  to 
procure  her  to  be  given  up  to  rny  care, 
when  it  fliall  be  thought  proper.  I  am 
fure  I  mall  aft  by  her  as  tenderly  as  if  I 
was  her  own  mother.  And  glad  I  am, 
that  the  poor  unfaulty  baby  is  fo  juftly 
beloved  by  Mr.  B. 

But  I  will  here  conclude  this  letter, 
with  alluring  your  ladymip,  that  I  am 
jour  obliged  and  bumble  fervant, 

P.  B. 

LETTER     XV. 

MY   GOOD   LADY, 

I  Now  come  to  your  ladyfhip's  remarks 
on  my  conduct  to  Mrs .  Jewkes ;  which 
you  arepleafed  to  think  too  kind  and  for- 
giving,  conftdering  the  poor  woman's 
bafenefs. 

Your  ladymip  fays,  that  I  ought  not 
to  have  borne  her  in  my  fight,  after  the 
impudent  affiitance  Ihe  gave  to  his  lewd 


attempts;  much  lefs  to  haveleft  her  in  her 

Elace,  and  rewarded  her.  Alas !  my  dear 
uly,  what  could  I  do  ?  a  poor  priibner, 
as  I  was  made,  for  weeks  together,  in. 
breach  of  all  the  laws  of  civil  fociety ; 
without  a  foul  who  durit  be  my  friend  ; 
and  every  day  expecting  to  be  ruined  and 
undone,  by  one  of  the  haughtiell  and 
molt  determined  fpirits  in  the  world  !-—. 
And  when  it  pleafed  God  to  turn  his 
heart,  and  incline  him  to  abandon  his 
wicked  attempts,  and  to  profefs  honour- 
able love  to  me,  his  poor  fervant,  can  it 
be  thought  I  was  to  infift  upon  conditions 
with  fuch  a  gentleman,  who  had  me  in 
his  power ;  and  who,  if  I  had  provoked 
him,  might  have  refumedall  his  wicked 
purpofes  againft  me  ? 

Indeed,  I  was  too  much  overjoyed, 
after  all  my  dangers  pad,  (which  were  fo 
great,  that  I  could  not  go  to  reft,  nor 
rife,  but  with  fuch  apprehenfions,  that  I 
wifhed  for  death  rather  than  life)  to  think 
of  refufing  any  term  that  I  could  yield  to, 
and  keep  my  honour. 

And  though  fuch  noble  ladies,  as  your 
ladyfhip  and  Lady  Betty,  who  are  born 
to  independency,  and  are  hereditarily,  as 
I  may  fay,  on  a  foot  with  the  higheft- 
defcended  gentleman  in  the  land,  might 
have  exerted  a  fpirit,  and  would  have  had 
a  right  to  have  chofen  your  own  fervants, 
and  to  have  diftributed  rewards  and  pu- 
nifhments  to  the  defervingand  undeferv- 
ingj  at  your  own  goodpleafure  ;  yet  what 
had  I,  a  poor  girl,  who  owed  even  my 
title  to  common  notice  to  the  bounty  of 
my  late  good  lady,  and  had  only  a  kind 
of  imputed  fightlinefs  of  perfon,  though 
enough  to  make  me  the  fubjecl  of  vile  at- 
tempts ;  who,  from  a  fituation  of  terror 
and  apprehenfion,  was  lifted  up  to  an 
hope,  beyond  my  higheft  ambition,  and 
was  bid  to  pardon  the  bad  woman,  as  an 
inftance,  that  I  could  forgive  his  own 
hard  ufage  of  me ;  who  had  experienced 
fo  often  the  violence  and  impetuofity  of 
his  temper,  which  even  his  beloved  mo- 
ther never  ventured  to  oppofe  till  it  began 
to  fubiide ;  and  then,  indeed,  he  was  all 
goodnefs  and  acknowledgment;  of  which 
I  could  give  your  ladyfhip  more  than  one 

inftance. 

What,  I  fay,  had  I  to  do,  to  take  upon 

me  lady- airs,  and  to  relent  ? 

But,  my  dear  ladies,  (let  me  in  this 
inftance,  befpeak  the  attention  of  you 
both)  I  fliould  be  inexcufable,  if  I  did 
not  tell  you  all  the  truth ;  and  that  is, 
ihsu  I  nvt  eiily  forgave  the  poor  wretch, 
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in  regard  to  his  commands,  but  from  my 
0-ivn  inclination  alib. 

If  I  am  wrong  in  faying  this,  I  mxift 
fubmit  it  to  your  ladyfliips ;  and,  as  I  pie- 
tend  not  to  perfection,  am  ready  to  take 
the  blame  I  (hall  be  found  to  deferve  in 
your  ladyfliips  judgments:  but  indeed, 
were  it  to  do  again,  I  verity  think,  I  could 
upt  help  forgiving  her»  And  were  I  not 
able  to  fay  this,  I  mould  be  thought  to 
have  made  a  mean  court  to  my  matter's 
paflkms,  and  to  have  done  a  wrong  thing 
with  my  eyes  open  :  which,  I  humbly 
conceive,  no  one  mould  do. 

When  full  power  was  given  me  over 
this  poor  creature,  (feemingly  at  leafl, 
though  it  might  poflibl'y  have  been  refum  - 
ed,  and  I  might  have  been  re-committed , 
to  hens,  had  I  given  him  reafon  to  think 
I  made  an  arrogant  ufe  of  it)  you  cannot 
imagine  what  a  triumph  I  had  in  my 
mind  over  the  mortified  guilt,  winch 
(from  the  higheft  degree  of  infoience  and 
imperioufnefs,  that  before  had  hardened 
her  mafculine  features)  appeared  in  her 
countenance,  when  fhe  found  the  tables 
likely  tobefoon  turned  upon  her. 

Tliis  change  of  behaviour,  which  at 
firft  difcovered  itfelf  in  afullen  awe,  and 
afterwards  in  a  kind  of  filent  refpeft, 
(hewed  me,  what  an  influence  power  had 
over  her;  and  that  when  me  could  treat 
her  late  prifoner,  when  taken  into  favour, 
ib  obfequioufly,  it  was  the  lefs  wonder 
the  bad  woman  could  think  it  her  duty 
to  obey  commands  fo  unjutt,  when  her 
obedience  to  them  was  required  from  her 
inafter. 

To  be  fure,  if  a  look  could  have  killed 
her,  after  fome  of  her  bad  treatment^  me 
had  been  flain  over  and  over,  as  I  may 
/ay :  but  to  me,  who  was  always  taught 
to  diitiuguifh  between  the  peribn  and  the 
aition,  I  could  not  hold  my  refentment 
againft  the  poor  pafiive  machine  of  mif- 
ohief  one  day  together,  though  her  ac- 
tions were  ib  odious  to  me. 

I  mould  indeed  except  that  time  of 
my  grand  trial,  when  me  appeared  ib 
much  a  wretch  tome,  that  I  law  her  not 
(even  after  *  two  days  that  me  was  kept 
from  me)  without  great  flutter  and  emo- 
tion of  heart  j  and  I  had  represented  to 
'/our  brother  before,  how  hard  a  condi- 
tion it  was  for  me  to  forgive  ib  much  un- 
womanly wickedneis  -f. 

But,  my  dear  ladies,  when  I  £onfidered 
ihe  matter  in  one  particular  light,  I  could 


the  more  eafily  forgive  her; 
forgiven  her,  bear  her  in  my Jigbt ,  and 
a£l  by  her  (as  a  confequence  of  that  for- 
grvenefs)  as  if  fife  had  not  ib  horridly  of- 
fended.— Elfe  how  would  it  have  been 
forgivenefi  Pefpecially  as  fhe  was  afhamt-t 
of  her  crime,  and  there  was  no  fear  of 
her  repeating  it. 

Thus  then  I  thought  on  the  occafion  : 
— '  Poor  wretched  "agent,  for  purpofer, 
little  lefs  than  infernal !  I  "will  forgive 
thee,  fmce  thy  matter  and  my  matter 
will  have  it  ib.  And  indeed  thou  art 
beneath  the  rcfentnient  even  of  fuch  a 
poor  girl  as  I.  I  will  pity  thee,  haft 
and  abjecl  as  thou  art.  And  fhe  who 
is  the  object  of  my  pity,  is  furdy  be- 
neath my  anger.  My  eye,  that  uied 
to  quiver  and  tremble  at  thy  haughty 
eye,  mail  now,  with  confcious  worthi- 
nefs,  take  a  fuperior  fteadinefs,  and 
look  down  thy  f  cowling  guilty  one  into 
felf-condcmnation,theftatethoucGuldtt 
never  caft  mine  into,  nor  from  it  wilt 
be  able  to  raife  thine  own  !  Bear  the 
reproach  of  thine  own  wicked  heart, 
low,  vile,  woman,  unworthy  as  thou 
art  QftheJMMf,  and  chofen,  as  it  mould 
fesm,  for  a  foil  to  the  innocent,  and  to 
make  purity  fhine  forth  the  brighter, 
the  only  good  ufe  fuch  wretches  as  thou 
can  be  of  toothers  (except  for  examples 
of  penitence  and  mercy:)  This  will 
be  punifhmeut  enough  for  thee,  with- 
out my  expofmg  mylelf  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  defcending  fo  near  to  a  level 
with  thee,  as  to  reient  thy  bafenefs, 
when  thou  haft  no  power  to  hurt  me  T 
S  uch  were  then  my  thoughts,  my  proud 
thoughts,  fb  far  was  I  from  being  guilty 
of  intentional  meannefs  in  forgiving,  at 
Mr.  B/s  interpofition,  tlie  poor,  low, 
creeping,  abject,  _/£//- mortified  and  ma- 
y/tv-mortifiedMrs.  Jewkes? 

And  do  you  think,  ladies,  when  you 
revolve  in  your  thoughts,  nu^o  I  was,  and 
what  I  was,  and  what  I  had  been  de- 
figned  tor;  when  you  revolve  the  amazing 
turn  in  my  favour,  and  the  profpe6ls  be- 
fore me  (profpe&s  fo  much  above  my 
hopes,  that  I  left  them  intirely  to  Provi- 
dence to  dire (51  for  me,  as  it  plealed,  with- 
out daring  to  look  forward  to  what  thofe 
profpects  feemed  naturally  to  tend}) 
when  I  could  fee  my  haughty  perfecutor 
become  my  repentant  protector ;  the  lofty 
fpirit  that  uied  to  make  me  tremble,  and 
to  which  I  never  could  look  up  without 
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fcwr,   except  in  thefe  animating  cafes, 
where  his  guilty  attempts,  and  the  con- 
cern I  had  to  prei'erve  my  innocence,  gave 
a  courage  more  than  natural  to  my  other- 
wile  daitardly  heart-:  when  this  impetu- 
ous ipirit could ttoop  to  requett  onewhom 
lie  had  funk  beneath  even  her  .ui'ual  low 
character  of  his  fervaut,  who  was  his  pri- 
ibner.,  under  lenience  of  a  ruin  worfe  than 
death,   as   he  had  intended  it,  and  had 
leized  her  tor  that  very  purpo& ;   could 
itoop  to  acknowledge  the  viknefs  of  that 
purpofej  could  fay,  at  one  time,  that  my 
forgivenefs  of  Mrs.  Jewkes  ihould  ttand 
me  in  greater  ftead  than  I  was  aware  of. 
Could  tell  her,  before  me,  that  me  mult 
for  the  future  ihew  me  all  the  refpecx  that 
was  due  to  one  he  mutt  love*:  at  ano- 
ther, acknowledged  before  her,  that  he 
had  been  ftark  naught,  and  that  I  was 
very   forgiving  f.      Again  J,    to   Mrs. 
Jewkes,  putting  liimfelf  on  a  level  with 
her,  as  to  guilt — '  We  are  both  in  gene- 
rous hands  :  and  indeed,  if  Pamela  did 
not  pardon  jou,  I  mould  think  me  but 
half  forgave  MI?,  becaufe  you  acled  by 
my  inftruftions:'  another  .time  .to  the 
me§— 'We  have  been  both  finners, 
and  muft  be  both  included  in  one  a& 
of  grace.' 

When,  I  fay,  I  was  thus  lifted  up  to 
the  ftate  of  a  fovereign  forgiver,  and  my 
jordly  matter  became  a  petitioner  for  him- 
Jelf ,  and  for  the  guilty  creature,  whom  lie 
put  under  my  feet;  what  a  triumph  was 
iiere  for  the  poor  Pamela  !  And  could  I 
have  been  guilty  of  ib  mean  a  pride,  as 
to  trample  upon  the  poor  abje£t  creature, 
when  I  found  her  thus  lowly,  thus  mor- 
tified, and  wholly  in  my  power?  For  ib 
fhe  feemed  actually  to  be,  while  I  really 
thought  ib :  and  would  it  have  been  good 
manners  with  regard  to  my  matter,  or  po- 
licy with  refpeft  to  myfelf,  to  doubt  it, 
after  he  had  fo  declared  ? 

Then,  my  dear  ladies,  while  I  was  en- 
joying the  foul-charming  fruits  of  that 
innocence  which  the  Divine  Grace  had  en- 
abled me  to  preferve.,  in  fpite  of  fomany 
plots  and  contrivances  on  my  matter's 
tide,  and  fuch  wicked  inttigations  and  af- 
fiftances  on  hers,  and  all  my  profpecls 
were  improving  upon  me  beyond  my 
\vifhesj  whenalj  wa^funlhine.,  unclouded 


funfhine,  and  I  poflefled  my  mind  in  peace, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  be  thank- 
ful to  Providence,  which  had  been  ib  gra- 
cious to  my  unworthinefs,  when  I  faw, 
as  I  faid  above,  my  perfecutor  become  my 
protector,  my  a6live  enemy,  no  longer  my 
enemy,  but  creeping  with  flow,  doubtful 
feet,  and  f peaking  to  me  with  awful  he- 
iitating  doubt  of  my  acceptance;  a  llamp 
of  an  fnlblent  foot,  now  turned  into  cut  t- 
feying  half- bent knees^  threatening  hands 
into  implicating  folds;  and  the  eye  un- 
pitying  to  iamocence,  running  over  with, 
the  feu  lie  of  her  own  guilt;  a  faulted  nt£ 
accent  on  her  late  menacing  tongue,  ami 
uplifted  handkerchief — *  I  iee  ihe  will  be 
1  my  lady:  and  then  I  know  how  it  will  go 
*  with  me  j|  f — Wat  not  this,  ray  ladies,  a 
triumph  of  triumphs  to  the  late  miiera- 
ble,  now  exalted  Pamela? — Could  I  do 
lei's  than  pardon  her?  And  having  de- 
clared that  I  did  fo,  was  I  not  to  mew  the 
iincerity  of  my  declaration  ? 

Indeed,  indeed,  my  dear  good  ladies, 
I  found  fi;-ch  a  fubjecl  for  exultation  in 
this  providential  change  of  my  condition, 
that  I  had  much  ado.  to  fubdue  my  riling 
pride,  and  thought  there  was  more  dan- 
ger of  being  lifted  up,  (every  moment,  to 
fee  fuch  improving  contrition  on  the  poor 
creature's  part)  than  to  be  fuppoied  guilty 
of  a  meaanefs  of  heart,  in  ftooptng  (yes, 
Madam.,  that  was  then  the  proudly  proper 
word,  in  the  elevation  wherein  I  found 
myfelf)  to  ibrgive-her ! — And,  what! — 
ihould  I  noi  forgive  a  creature  for  thst 
very  baiend's  which,  happily  withttood> 
had  fo  largely  contributed  to  exalt  me  ? 
Incited,  my  dear  good  ladies,  permit  me 
to  repeat,  I  could  not  chooie  but  to  for- 
give her  ! — How  could  I  ? — And  would 
it  not  have  been  out  of  character  in  me, 
and  againft  all  expectation  of  my  high- 
fouled  (though  fometi-mes,  as  in  my  cafe, 
for  a  great  while  together,  meanly  -acting) 
matter,  if  I  had  not  ? 

Would  it  not  have  (hewn  him,  that  the 
iow-borrj  Pamela  was  incapable  of  a  ge- 
nerous a£tion,  had  flic  refufed  the  only 
requell  her  humble  condition  had  given 
her  the  opportunity  of  granting,  at  that 
time,  with  innocence?  Would  he  not  have 
thought  the  humble  cottager  as  cap.aMe 
of  infojence,  and  vengeance  top,  in  her 
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turn,  as  the  better  born  ?  and  that  {he 
wanted  but  the  power,  to  fhewthe  like  un- 
relenting temper,  by  which  (he  had  fo 
grievoufly  fuffered? — And  might  npt  this 
have  given  him  room  to  think  me  (and 
to  have  refumed  and  profecuted  his  pur- 
pofes  accordingly)  fitter  for  an  arrogant 
kept  mittrefs,  than  an  humble  and  oblig- 
ed wife  ? 

'  I  fee,'  (might  he  not  have  faid?)  '  the 
girl  has  ftrong  pafTions  and  refent- 
ments;  and  me  that  has,  will  be  afted, 
and  fometimes  govjernedy  by  them.— 
I  will  improve  upon  the  hint  fhe  herfelf 
has  now  given  me,  by  her  inexorable 
temper: — I  will  gratify  her  revenge,  till 
I  turn  it  upon  herfelf:  I  will  indulge 
her  pride,  till  I  make  itadmmiftertoher 
fall :  for  a  wife  I  cannot  think  of  in 
the  low-born  cottager ;  efpecially  when 
fhe  has  lurking  in  her  all  the  pride  and 
arrogance,'  (ymi  know,  my  ladies,  his 
jaughty  way  of  fpeaking  of  our  fex)  '  of 
the  better  defcended. — And  by  a  little 
perfeverance.  and  watching  her  un- 
guarded hours,  and  applying  tempta- 
tions to  her  paflions,  I  fhall  firft  difco- 
ver  them,  and  then  make  my  advantage 
of  them.' 

Might  not  this  have  been  the  language, 
and  this  the  refolution,  of  fuch  a  dear 
wicked  intriguer? — For,  my  lady,  you 
can  hardly  conceive  the  ftruggles  he  ap- 
parently had  to  bring  down  his  high  fpirit 
to  fo  humble  a  level.  And  though,  I  hope, 
all  would  have  been,  even  in  this  ivor/l 
cafe,  ineffectual,  through  Divine  grace, 
yet  how  do  I  know  what  lurking  vilenefs 
might  have  appeared  by  degrees  in  this 
frail  heart,  to  have  encouraged  his  de- 
figns,  and  to  have  augmented  my  trials 
*nd  my  dangers  ?  And  perhaps  down- 
right violence  might  have  been  ufed,  if 
he  could  not,  on  one  hand,  have  fubdued 
his  pafTicns,  nor,  on  the  other,  have  over- 
come his  pride.  A  pride,  that  every  one, 
reflecting  upon  the  di  (parity  of  birth  and 
Condition  between  us,  would  have  digni- 
fied with  the  name  of  decency;  a  pride  that 
was  become  fuch  an  effential  part  of  the 
dear  gentleman's  character,  in  this  in- 
ftance  of  a  wife,  that  although  he  knew 
he  could  not  "keep  it  up,  if  he  made  me 
happy,  yet  it  was  no  1'mall  motive  in  his 
choosBg  me,  in  one  refpcct,  becaufe  he 


expected  from  me  more  humility,  more 
fubmiflion,  than  he  thought  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  flatter  himfelf  would  be  paid  him 
by  a  lady  equally  born  and  educated : 
and  of  this  I  will  fend  your  lady/hip  an 
inllance,  in  a  tranfcription  from  that  part 
of*  my  journal  you  have  not  feen,  of  his 
leffons  to  me,  on  the  occafion  your  lady- 
fhip  fo  well  remembers,  of  my  incurring 
his  difpleafure  by  interpofmg  between 
yourfelf  and  him  f  in  your  mifunder- 
ftanding  at  the  Hall;  for,  Madam,  I  in- 
tend to  fend,  at  times,  any  thing  I  think 
worthy  of  your  ladymip's  attention,  out 
of  thofe  papers  you  were  fo  kind  as  to  ex- 
cuie  me  from  fending  you  in  the  lump, 
and  many  of  which  muft  needs  have  ap  - 
peared  very  impertinent  to  fuch  judges. 

Thus,could  your  ladyfhip  have  thought 
it  ? — have  I  ventured  \ipon  a  ftrange  pa- 
radox, that  even  this  ftrongeft  inftance  of 
his  debafmg  himfelf,  is  not  the  weakeft 
of  his  pride;  and  he  ventured  once  at  Sir 
Simon  Darnford's  to  fay,  in  your  lady- 
fhip's  hearing,  as  you  may  remember, 
that,  in  his  confcience,  he  thought  he 
fhould  hardly  have  made  a  tolerable  huf- 
band  to  any  body  but  Pamela  J :  and  why  ? 
For  the  reafonsyou  will  fee  in  the  inclofed 
papers,  which  give  an  account  of  the  no- 
bleft  and  earlieft  curtain-lecture  that  ever 
girl  had :  one  of  which  is,  that  he  expects 
to  be  borne  with,  {complied  with,  he 
meant)  even  when  in  the  wrong:  another, 
that  a  wife  fhould  never  fo  much  as  ex- 
poftulate  with  him,  though  he  ivas  in 
the  wrong,  till  by  complying  with  all 
he  infifted  upon,  fne  fhould  have  fhewn 
him,  fhe  defigned  rather  to  convince  him 
for  his  o-ivn  fake,  than  for  contradittioris 
fake:  and  then  another  time,  perhaps  he 
might  take  better  relblutions§. 

I  hope,  from  what  I  have  faicl,  it  will 
appear  to  your  ladyfhip,  and  to  Lady 
Betty  too,  that  I  am  jullified,  or  at  leait 
excufed,  in  pardon  ing  Mrs.  Jewkes :  and 
I  have  yet  another  reafon  behind,  for 
doing  fo,  had  fhe  been  as  abfolutely  in 
my  power,  as  the  wifh  of  the  moft  re- 
fenting  perfon  in  the  world  could  have? 
fiiade  her ;  and  that  is,  the  hope  I  had, 
that  the  poor  creature,  by  being  conti- 
nued in  a  family  where  the  gentleman 
gave  hopes  of  fo  defirable  a  reformation, 
and  where  the  example  of  the  perfon  he 


*  See  Vol.  II.  page  258,  & 
•\  Ibid-  page  a6o. 

See  Vol.  II.  page  757. 

ibid,  page  z6c. 
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was  about  to  honour  in  fo  eminent  a  de- 
gree, beyond  all  that  could  have  been 
hoped  for  by  her  a  few  days  before,  might 
pofiibly  contribute  to  make  her  change 
her  manner  of  thinking,  as  well  as  act- 
ing. 

I  looked  upon  the  poor  wretch,  in  all 
her  deportment  to  me,  in  my  days  of 
trial,  as  one  devoted  to  perdition ;  as  one 
who  had  no  regard  to  a  future  ftate ;  but 
while  (he  could  live  in  eafe  and  plenty  for 
a  poor  remainder  of  years,  cared  not 
what  (he  did,  and  was  ready  to  undertake 
any  thing  which  perfons  of  power  and 
riches  would  put  her  upon ;  and  who, 
were  me  to  be  turned  off  difgracefully,  at 
my  defire,  befides  that  I  mould  thereby 
mew  myfelf  to  be  of  an  implacable  fpirit, 
might  have  been  entertained  by  fome 
profligate  perfons,  to  whofe  bafenefs  fuch 
a  woman  might  be  ufefulj  and  that  then 
her  power  to  do  mifchief  would  have  been 
augmented,  and  (he  would  have  gone  on 
more  fuccelsfully  to  do  the  devil's  work; 
and  feveral  innocent  creatures  might  have 
been  entangled,  like  fo  many  thoughtlefs 
fl  es,  in  the  infnaring  web  of  this  ve- 
nomous-hearted  fpider,  which  I  had  fo 
happily  eicaped.  «  Is  it  not  better  then/ 
thought  I,  *  if  I  can  imprint  conviftion 
«  upon  the  poor  wretch,'  whom  it's 
hopeful  forerunner  Jhame  had  already 
taken  hold  of,  *  and  add  the  delightful 
*  hope  of  mifchiefs  prevented,  to  that  of 
'  a  fowl  reclaimed  ?'  And  may  not  I,  who 
have  been  fo  hardly  ufed  by  her,  for  that 
very  realbn,  have  more  influence  upon 
her  than  any  other  perfon,  even  the  beft 
of  divines,  could  have  ? 

Nay,  would  not  thisbehaviour  of  mine, 
very  probably,  operate  on  a  much  higher 
and  nobler  fubject,  her  dear  naughty 
matter,  and  let  him  fee  the  force  and  ami- 
ablenefs  of  conquering  one's  felf?  that 
there  mutt  be  fomething  in  that  duty 
which  could  make  fo  young  a  creature  re- 
gard it,  in  an  inftance  fo  difficult  to  fome 
minds,  (and  efpecially  to  the  paflionate 
and  high-born)  that  of  forgiving  inju- 
ries, where  there  is  a  power  to  revenge, 
and  of  returning  good  for  evil  ? 

And  then,  when  no  fullen  behaviour 
to  the  poor  wretch,  on  my  fide,  took 
place;  no  diftant  airs  were  affected,  no 
angry  brow  put  on,  nor  fharpnefs  of 
fpeech  ufed,  towards  one  who  might  ex- 
pect all  thefe  from  me;  would  it  not  (hew 
him,  that  I  was  fmcere  in  my  forgive - 
nefs  ?  that  I  was  not  able  to  bear  malice  ? 
was  a  ftranger  tg  revenge  ?  had  truly  that 


foftnefs  of  nature,  and  placablenefs  of  dif- 
pofition,  which  he  holds  to  be  the  greateft 
merit  in  our  fex;  and  which,  I  dare  fay, 
your  lady  (hip  will  join  with  me  in  opi- 
nion, is  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  the 
happy  life  of  the  perfon  who  is  his  wife  ? 
Then  I  have  no  notion  of  that  (light 
diftinction  I  have  fo  often  heard  between 
forgive  vndforgef,  when  perfons  have  a 
mind  to  fplit  hairs,  and  to  diftinguifh 
away  their  Chriftian  duties  by  a  word, 
and  iay— 1 1  muft  forgive  fuck  an  aflion, 
'  but  I  ivUl  never  forget  //.-'when  I 
would  rather  fay — '  I  will  remember  fuch 
an  aElion,  in  order  for  my  future  guard  \ 
but  /  ivill  forgive  it  as  often  as  I  re- 
member it :  or  elfe  I  will  try  to  forget 
it  for  every  if  it  will  occafion  a  breach 
in  my  Chriftian  charity 
I  will  only  add,  that  I  thought  it 
would  not  be  wrong  to  keep  her,  as,  be- 
fides what  I  have/mentioned,  it  would  in- 
duce the  world  to  think,  that  Mr.  B.  had. 
not  gone  fuch  very  wicked  lengths,  as 
might  have  been  imagined,  if  (he  had  not 
beer,  fupportable  to  me  in  the  fame  houfe. 
And  who  knows,  moreover,  what  (lie 
might  have  reported  of  both,  had  (he  been 
diimiffed  ? 

How,  then,  deareft  ladies,  if  thefe  con- 
fiderations  have  any  weight,  could  I 
act  any  otherwife  than  I  did,  either  with 
refpeft  to  your  honoured  brother,  myfelf, 
or  the  poor  woman  ?  And  when  I  tell 
your  ladymips,  that  I  have  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  be  pleafed  with  this  man- 
ner of  acting,  when  I  confider  the  con- 
fidence it  hath  given  me  with  Mr.  B. 
and  (what  I  was  very  defirous  of)  the 
good  effects  it  hath  had  upon  the  woman 
herfelf,  I  dare  fay,  both  your  ladymips 
opinions  will  be  in  my  favour  on  this 
head. 

But  your  dear  brother  has  juft  fent  me 
word,  that  fupper  waits  for  me;  and  the 
pott  being  ready  to  go  off,  I  defer  till  the 
next  opportunity  what  I  have  to  fay  as  to 
thele  good  effects;  and  am,  in  the  mean 
time,  your  ladyjhip''s  moji  obliged  and 
faithful  fervanty 

P,B. 

LETTER     XVI. 

MY  DEAR    LADY, 

I  Will  now  acquaint  you  with  the  «;oo4 
effects  my  behaviour  to  Mrs.  Jewkes 
has  had  upon  her,  as  a  farther  juftitication 
of  my  cqnduft  towards  the  poor  wornim, 

That 
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That  fhe  began  to  be  affected  as  I  wifh - 
ed,  appeared  to  me  before  I  left  the  Hall, 
net  only  in  the  converfations  I  had  with 
her  after  my  happinefs  was  completed  ; 
but  in  her  general  demeanour  alfo  to  the 
icrvants,  to  the  neighbours,  and  in  her 
rfevout  behaviour  at  church :  and  this  Hill 
further  appears  by  a  letter  I  have  received 
from  Mil's  DarnforcL  I  dare  fay  your 
}adyfhip  will  be  pleafed  with  the  perufal 
of  the  whole  letter,  although  a  part  of  it 
would  anfwer  my  prefent  defi&n :  and  in 
confidence,  that  you  will  excufe,  for  the 
tike  of  it's  other  beauties,  the  high  and 
Wkjeferycd  praifes  which  fhe  fo  iavilhly 
beftows  upon  me,  I  will  tranlciibe  it  all. 

FROM    MISS    DARNFORD    TO    MRS.  B. 
'MY  DEAR  NEIGHBOUR  THAT  \VAS, 

*  T  Muft  depend  xipon  your'  known 
'  goodnefs  to  excufb  me  for  not 
writing  before  now,  in  anfwer  to  your 
letter  of  compliment  to  us,  for  the  ci- 
vilities and  favours,  as  you  call  them, 
which  you  received  from  us  in  Lincoln- 
fhire,  where  we  were  infinitely  more 
obliged  to  you,  than  you  to  us. 
e  The  truth  is,  my  papa  has  been  much 
dilbrdered  with  a  kind  of  rambling 
rheuinatifm,  to  which  the  phyficiansj 
learnedly  i'peaking,  give  the  mime  of 
artkrittca  vaga,  or  the  flying  gout  j 
and  when  he  ails  ever  fo  little,  (it  iig- 
wifies  nothing  concealing  his  infirmi- 
ties, where  they  are  fo  well  'known,  and 
when  he  cares  pot  who  knows  them)  he 
is  to  peevilh,  and  wants  ib  much  at- 
tendance, that  my  mamma,  and  her  two 
girls  (one  of  which  is  as  walpifh  as  her 
papa;  you  may  be  lure  I  4on't  mean 
myftlf)  have  mrch  ado  to  make  his 
wodhip  keep  the  peace:  and  I  beinghis 
favourite,  when  he  is  indifpofed,  be- 
caufe  I  have  moft  patience,  if  I  may 
give  myftlf  a  good  word,  he  calls  upon 
me  continually,  to  read  to  him  when 
he  is  grave,  which  is  not  often  indeed, 
and  to  tell  him  Tories  and  ling  to  him, 
when  he  is  merry;  and  fo  I  have  been 
employed  as  a  principal  perfon  about 
him,  till  I  have  frequently  become  fad 
to  make  him  cbcarful,  and  happy  when 
I  could  do  it  at  any  rate.  For  once  in  a 
pet,  he  flung  a  book  at  my  head,  be- 
cauie  I  had  not  attended  him  for  two 
hours,  and  he  could  not  bear  to  be 
flighted  by  little  baftards,  that  was  his 
word,  that  were  fathered  upon  him  for 


his  vexation  !  O  thefe  men  !  Fathers  or 
hufbandsj  much  alike!  the  one  tyran- 
nical, the  other  infolent ;  fo  that,  be- 
tween one  and  t'ciher,  a  poor  girl  lias 
nothing  for  it,  but  a  few  weeks  court- 
fhip,  and  perhaps  a  firll  month's  bri- 
dalry,  if  that ;  and  then  fhe  is  as  much 
a  flave  to  a  hufband,  as  fhe  was  a  vafral 
to  her  father — I  mean,  if  the  father  be 
a  Sir  Simon. Darnford,  and  the  fpoufe 
a  Mr,  B. 

*  But  I  will  be  a  little  more  grave  ;  for 
a  graver  occalion  calls  for  it,  and  yet 
an  occalion  that  will   give  you  real 
pleafure.     It  is  the  very  great  change 
that  the  example  you  have  left  behind 
you  has  had  upon  your  houiekeeper. 

'  You  detired  her  to  keep  up  as  much 
regularity  as  fhe  could  among  the  fer- 
vants  there  ;  and  fhe  js  next  to  exem- 
plary in  it,  fo  that  fhe  has  every  one's 
good  word.  She  f peaks  of  her  lady 
not  only  with  refpeft,  but  reverence  j 
and  calls  it  a  bleffed  day  for  all  the  fa- 
mily, and  particularly  for  herfelf,  that 
you  came  into  Lincolnfhire.  She  reads 
prayers,  or  makes  one  of  the  fervants 
read  them,  every  Sunday  night;  and> 
never  mifles  being  at  church,  morning 
and  afternoon  ;  and  is  preparing  her- 
felf, by  Mr.  Peters's  advice  and  direc- 
tion, for  receiving  the  facramentj 
which  fhe  earneftly  longs  to  receive, 
and  fays  it  will  be  the  feal  of  her  refor- 
mation. 

*  Mr.  Peters  gives  us  this  account  of 
her,  and  fays  fhe  is  full  of  contrition 
for  her  pail  mii-ipent  life,  and  is  often 
afkinghim,   if  fuch  and  fuch  lins  can 
be  forgiven?  and  among  them,  names 
her  vile  behaviour  to  her  angel-lady,  as 
fhe  calls  you. 

*  It  {eeim  me  has  written  a  letter  to 
you,  which  palled  Mr.  Peters's  revifal, 
before  fhe  had  the  courage  to  fend  it ; 
and  prides  herfelf  that  you  have  favour- 
ed her  with  an  anfwer  to  it,  which,  fhe 
fays,  when  fhe  is  dead,  will  be  found 
in     cover  of  black  filk  next  her  heart  j 
for  any  thing  from  your  hand,  fhe  is 
fu re,  will  contribute  to  make  her  keep 
her  good  purpoi^s ;  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  fjie  places  it  there:   and  when  fhe, 
has  any  bad  thoughts,  or  is  guilty  of 
any  faulty  wcrd,  or  paiiionate  expref- 
fion,  flie  recollects  her  lady's  letter, 
and  that  recovers  her  to  a  calm,  and 
puts  her  again  into  a  better  frame. 

'  As  fhe  lias  written  to  you,  'tispof- 
fible  I  mighr  have  ijn'.red  you  the  trou- 
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*  bla  of  reading  this  account  of  her  ;but 

*  yet  you  will  not  be  difpleafed,  that  Ib 
'  tree  a  liver  and  fptaker  mould  have 
'  ibme  tertimonial  befules  her  own  allur- 

*  ances,  to  vouch  for  the  fmcerity  of  her 
*"  reformation. 

«  What  a  happy  lady  are  yon,  that 
'  perfuaiion  dwells  upon  your  tongue, 

*  and  reformation  follows  your  example ! 

*  We  all  hear  continually  of  your  excel  - 

*  lences.  Every  body  is  proud  of  fpeak- 

*  ing  of  you,  and  of  having  fomething  to 
'  fay  of  what  they  obferve  in  you.  This 
(  makes  us  long  more  and  more  to  fee 
f  you  here  again.    My  papa  t'other  day 

*  iaid,  he  wilhed  you'd  uiv.krtake  him. 

*  This  is  not  the  lealt  of  what  is  ad- 

*  mirable  'in  you ,  that  profciTcd  rakes  and 

*  libertines,  who  take  upon  therrifblves 

*  to  ridicule  ferioufnefs  in  every  body 
'  elfe,  fpeakof  you  with  reverence;  and 

*  while  they  attribute  phr.rifaical  pride, 

*  or  affectation,  or  hypocniy,  to   other 
(  good  perfons,  they  fay,  you  area  credit 

*  to  religion,  and  that  adorns  you,  and 

*  you  that. 

'  Happy,  thrice  happy  Mrs.  B . !  May 

*  you   long  live   the  ornament  of  vour 

*  lex,  and  a  credit  to  all  your  acquaint- 

*  ance  !  Such  examples  as  you  fet,  how 

*  are  they  wanted  in  an  ay,'e  fo  depraved  ? 
'  I  fear  not  making  you  'proud,  fmce 

*  praife  but  puts  the  worthy  upon  tnlarg- 

*  ing  their  deiervings  :   for  who,   as  I 
'  heard  you  once  fay,  can  fit  down  eafy 

*  under  imputed  commendations  they  do 

*  not  deferve?  If  they  will  not  di {'claim 
4  the  praife  they  have  not  merited,  when 

*  applied  to  their  conduct,  they  give  an 
'  earnelt,  by  receiving  it,  that  they  will 

*  endeavour  to  do  it,  and  ought  never  to 
'  reft  till  they  have  made  thumfelves   a 

*  title  to  it. 

«  Happy  Mr.  B.  !— But  why  fay  I  fo  ? 

*  fmce  with  more  propriety,  I  may  lay, 
'  happy  every  one  who  fees,  who  knows, 

*  who  converfes  with  Mrs.  B.  nwt  more 

*  the  glory  of  the  humble  cot,  than  the 
'  ornament  of  the  ftatcly  palace ! 

*  If  you  knew  how  I  love  you,  you 

*  would  favour  me  with  your  pre fence 

*  and  converfation,  it  it  was  in  your  own 
'  power  to  do  i'o  ;    and  then  I  would 
'  rank  myfelf  among  the  happzes,  and 
«  call  myfelf,  The  happy 

*  POLLY  DARMFORD/ 

Yx>ur  ladyfhip  will,  as  I  laid,  forgive 
me  what  may  appear  like  vanity  in  this 
communication,  jvjifs  DarntwrJ  i>  a 


charming  young  lady.  I  always  admired 
her;  but  her  letters  are  the  iweetell, 
kinder!  ! — But  I  am  too  much  the  fub- 
ject  of  her  encomiums,  and  fo  will  fay  no 
more  5  but  add  here  a  copy  of  the  poor 
woiwan's  letter  to  mej  and  your  Itidyflnp 
will  fee  what  an  ample  correfpondencfc- 
you  have  opened  to  yourfelf,  if  you  go  on 
to  countenance  it. 

'   HONOURED    M  AD  A  M  » 

'  T  Have  been  long  labouring  under 
•*•  *  two  difficulties  5  the  defire  I  had 
to  write  to  you,  and  the  fear  of  beiu£ 
thought  prdmnptuous,  if  I  did.  But 
I  will  depend  on  yourgocdnefs,  fo  ofteri 
tried  j  and  put  pen  to  paper,  in  th;u 
very  clofet,  and  on  that  very  deik,whi-: 
once  were  fo  much  ufed  by  your  dear 
felf,  when  I  was  acting  a  part,  that  nf.\v 
cuts  me  to  the  hc;at,  to  think  oi".  But 
you  forgave  me,  Madam,  and  fhewcii 
me  you  had  too  much  goodnels  to  re- 
voke your  forgivenefs.  And  could  f 
have  nlenced  the  reproaches  of  my  own 
heart,  I  mould  have  had  no  caufe  to 
think  I  had  ever  offended. 
*  But,  Oh  \  Madam,  how'  lias  your 
goodrfefs  to  me,  which  once  filled  me 
with  fo  much  gladnefs,  now,  on  reflec- 
tion, made  me  forrowfal,  and  at  times 
miferable — To  think  I  fhoulc?  act  fa 
barbaroufly  as  I  did,  by  fo  much  fweet- 
nefs,  and  fo  much  foi'givenefs  !  Every 
place  that  I  remember  to  have  ufed  you 
hardly  in,  how  does  it  now  nil  me  with 
fadnefs,  and  makes  me  often  finite  my 
bread,  and  fit  down  with'  tears  and 
groans,  bemoaningrayvileactrons,  and 
my  hard  heart !  How  many  places  are 
therein  this  melancholy  fine houie, that 
call  one  thing  or  other  to  my  remem- 
brance, that  give  me  removfe  !  But 
the  pond  and  the  woodhoufe,  whence 
I  dragged  you  fo  mercilefsly,  after  I 
had  driven  you  to  defpair almoft,  what 
thoughts  do  they  bring  to  my  remem- 
brance!— Then  my  wicked  mitigations 
— What  an  odious  wretch  was  I ! 
'  Had  his  honour  been  as  abandoned 
as  myfelf,  wiiat  virtue  had  been  deftroy- 
ed  between  his:  orders  and  my  too  rigo- 
rous execution  of  them  ;  nay,  ftretch- 
ing  them,  to  fhev/  my  wicked  zeal,  to 
ierve  n  m after,  whom,  though  I  ho- 
noured, I  mould  not  (as  you  more 
than  once  hinted  to  inc,  but  with  no 
effect  at  all,  fo  rcfoluttly  wicked  was 
my  heart)  have  fo  well  obeyed  in  hi* 
unlawful  commands ! 

«  His 
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*  His  honour  has  made  you  amends, 
has  done  juftice  to  your  merits,  and  fo 
atoned  for  his  fault.    But  as  for  me ,  it 
is  out  of  my  power  ever  to  make  repa- 
ration.    All  that  is  left  me,  is,  to  let 
your  ladyfliip  fee,  that  your  pious  ex- 
ample has  made  fuch  an  imprefiion 
upon  me,  that  I  am  miferable  now  in 
the  reflection  upon  my  pad  guilt. 

'  Tou  have  forgiven  me,  and  GOD 
will,  I  hope  5  for  the  creature  cannot 
be  more  merciful  than  the  Creator ; 
that  is  all  my  hope ! — Yet  fometimes, 
I  dread  that  I  am  forgiven  here,  at 
lead  not  punifhed,  in  order  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  the  more  hereafter  1— What  then 
will  become  of  the  unhappy  wretch, 
that  has  thus  lived  in  aftate  of  fin,  and 
had  fo  qualified  herfelf  by  a  courfe  of 
wickednefs,  as  to  be  thought  a  proper 
inftrument  for  the  word  purpofes  that 
any  one  could  be  employed  in  ? 

*  Good  your  ladyfhip,  let  not  my  ho- 
noured mafter  fee  this  letter.     He  will 
think  I  have  the  boldnefs  to  reflect 
upon  him;  when,  God  knows  my  heart, 
I  only  write  to  condemn  myfelf,  and 
my  unwomanly  actions,  as  you  were 
pleafed  often  mod  juftiy  to  call  them. 

*  But  I  might  go  on  thus  for  ever  ac- 
cufing  myfelf,  not  confidering  whom 
I  am  writing  to;  and  whofe  precious 
time  I  am  taking  up.  But  what  I  chiefly 
write  for,  I  am  not  come  to  yetj  that 
is,  to  beg  your  ladymip's  prayers  for 
me.     For  oh,  Madam,  I  fear  I  Hi  all 
elie  be  for  ever  miferable !     We  every 
week  hear  of  the  good  you  do,  and  the 
charity  you  extend  to  the  bodies  of  the 
miferable.  Extend,  I  befcech  you,good 
Madam,  to  the  unhappy  Jewkes,  the 
mercy  of  your  prayers,  and  tell  me 
if  you  think  I  have  not  finned  beyond 
hope  of  pardon ;  for  there  is  a  woe 
denounced  againit  the  prefumptuous 
finner. 

*  Your  ladyfliip  allured  me,  at  your 
departure,  on  the  confeflion  of  my  re- 
morfe  for  my  rrifdoings,  and  my  pro- 
mife  of  amendment,  that  you  would 
take  it  for  a  proof  of  my  being  in  ear- 
ned, if  I  would  endeavour  to  keep  up  a 
regularity  among  the  fervants  here ;  if 
I  would  fubdue  them  with  kindnefs,  as 
I  had  owned  myfelf  fubdued ;  and  if 
I  would  endeavour  to  make  every  one 
think,  that  the  bed  fecurity  they  could 
give  of  their  doing  their  duty  to  their 
inaftcr  in  his  abfctce)  was  by  doing  it 


to  God  Almighty,  from  whofe  all-fee- 
ing eye  nothing  can  be  hid.  This,  I 
remember,  your  lady/hip  told  me,  was 
the  bed  ted  of  fidelity  and  duty,  that 
any  fervants  could  mew  ;  fince  it  was 
impoflible  without  religion,  but  that 
worldly  convenience,  or  felf-intereft, 
mud  be  the  main  tie  ;  and  fo  the  word 
actions  might  fucceed,  if  fervants 
thought  they  mould  find  their  fordid 
advantage  in  facrificing  their  duty. 
'  So  well  am  I  convinced  of  this  truth, 
that  I  hope  I  have  begun  the  example 
to  good  effecl  ;  and  as  no  one  in  the  fa- 
mily was  fo  wicked  as  I,  it  was  there- 
fore lefs  difficult  to  reform  themj  and 
you  will  have  the  pleafure  to  know,  that 
you  have  now  fervants  here,  whom  you 
need  not  be  afliamed  to  call  yours. 
*  'Tistrue,  I  found  it  a  little  difficult 
at  fird  to  keep  them  within  fight  of  their 
duty,  after  your  ladyfhip  departed  : 
but  when  they  faw  I  was  in  earned,  and 
ufed  them  courteoufiy,  as  you  adviied, 
and  as  your  ufage  of  me  convinced  me 
was  the  righted  ufage  ;  when  they  were 
told  I  had  your  commands  to  acquaint 
you  how,  they  conformed  to  your  in- 
junctions; the  talk  became  eafy  ;  and 
I  hope  we  lhall  all  be  dill  more  and  more 
worthy  of  the  favour  of  fo  good  a  lady, 
and  fo  bountiful  a  mader. 
'  I  dare  not  prefume  upon  the  honour 
of  a  line  to  your  unworthy  fervant. 
Yet  it  would  pride  me  much,  if  I  could 
have  it.  But  I  mall  ever  pray  for  your 
ladyfhip's  and  his  honour's  felicity,  as 
becomes  jour  nndeferving  fervant, 

«  K.  JEWKES.' 

I  have  already,  with  thefe  tranfcribed 
letters  of  MifsDarnford  andMrs.  Jewkes, 
written  a  great  deal :  but  neverthelefs,  as 
there  yet  remains  one  paflage  in  your  la- 
dyfhip's  letter,  relating  to  Mrs.  Jevvkes, 
that  ieems  to  require  an  anfwer,  I  will 
take  notice  of  it,  if  I  mall  not  quite  tire 
your  patience. 

That  pailage  is  this;  Lady  Betty 
rightly  obferves,  fays  your  ladyfliip,  that 
he  knew  what  a  vile  won:an  flie  [Mrs* 
Jewkes]  was,  when  he  put  you  into  her 
power;  and,  no  doubt,  employed  her, 
bccaufe  he  was  fure  ihe  would  anfwer  all 
his  purpofes:  and  that  therefore  me  (hould 
have  had  very  little  opinion  of  the  fince- 
rity  of  his  reformation,  while  he  was  fo 
folidtous  iii  keeping  her  there, 
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She  would,  me  fays,  had  flie  been  in 
your  cafe,  have  had  one  ftruggle  for  her 
difmiflion,  let  it  have  been  taken  as  it 
would ;  and  he  that  was  fo  well  pleafed 
with  your  virtue,  mult  have  thought  this 
a  natural  confequence  of  it,  if  he  was  in 
ear  112(1  to  become  virtuous  himfelf. 

But  alas  !  Madam,  ho  was  not  fo  well 
pleafed  with  my  virtue  for  fake's  fake, 
as  Lady  Betty  thinks  he  was.  He  would 
have  been  glad  at  that  very  time,  to  have 
found  me  fefs  refolved  on  that  fcore.  He 
<Ud  not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  any  difpo- 
fition  to  virtue.  No,  not  he  ! 

He  had  entertained,  as  it  proved,  a 
ftrong  pafiionforme.  This  paffion  had 
been  heightened  by  my  re/ijttngot  it.  His 
pride,  and  the  advantages  he  had  both  of 
perfon  and  fortune,  would  not  let  him 
brook  controul ;  and  when  he  could  not 
have  me  upon  his  own  terms,  God  turn- 
ed his  evil  purpofes  to  good  ones ;  and 
he  refolved  to  fubmit  to  mine,  or  rather 
to  fuch  as  he  found  I  would  not  yield  to 
him  without.  For  all  this  time  I  had  no 
terms  to  propofe.  Neither  my  low  for- 
tunes, my  unjuft  captivity,  nor  my  fex, 
nor  unexperienced  youth,  (not  a  foul  near 
me  whom  I  could  call  my  friend,  or 
whofe  advice  I  could  aik)  permitted  me 
to  offer  any  terms  to  him,  had  I  been  dif- 
pofed  to  have  difputed  his  will,  or  his  in- 
terceffion  for  the  woman  ;  which,  as  I 
have  laid,  I  was  not.  I  had  but  one 
Heady  purpofe  to  adhere  to,  and  having 
grace  given  me  to  adhere  to  that,  he  re- 
folved, fince  he  could  not  conquer  his 
paffion  for  me,  to  make  me  his  with  ho- 
nour. But  ftill  I  doubt,  as  I  faid,  this 
was  not  for  the  love  of  virtue  at  that 
time.  That  came  afterwards,  and  I  hope 
will  always  be  his  governing  motive,  in 
his  future  actions ;  and  then  I  mail  be 
happy  indeed ! 

But  Lady  Betty  thinks,  I  was  to 
blame  to  put  Mrs.  Jewkes  upon  a  foot, 
in  the  prefent  I  made  on  my  nuptials, 
with  Mrs.  Jervis.  But  the  cafe  was  ra- 
ther this,  that  I  put  Mrs.  Jems  on  afoot 
with  Mrs.  Jewkes  5  for  the  dear  gentle- 
man had  named  the  fum  he  would  have 
me  give  Mrs.  Jewkes*,  and  I  would 
not  give  Mrs.  Jervis  lefs,  becaufe  I  loved 
her  better ;  nor  more  could  I  give  her, 
on  that  occafion,  without  making  fuch  a 
difference  between  two  perfons  equal  in 
ftation,  on  a  folertvnity  too  where  one  was 
prefent  and  aflifting,  the  other  not,  as 


would  have  mewn  fuch  a  partiality,  as 
might  have  induced  their  matter  to  cen* 
elude,  I  was  not  fo  fincere  in  my  forgive- 
nefs,  as  he  hoped  from  me,  and  as  I  really 
was. 

But  a  ftrcnger  reafon  ftill  was  behind; 
that  I  could,  in  a  much,  more  agreeable 
manner,  both  to  Mrs.  Jervis  and  myfelf, 
mew  my  love  and  my  gratitude  to  the 
dear  good  woman :  and  this  I  have  taken 
care  to  do,  in  the  manner  I  will  fubmit 
to  your  lady/hip ;  at  the  tribunal  of  whofe' 
judgment  I  am  willing  all  my  actions-, 
refpecling  your  dear  brother,  ihail  be  tried* 
And  I  hope  your  lady  llaip  will  not  think 
me  a  too  profufe  or  lavifh  creature;  I 
hope  you  won't  have  reafon  for  it :  yet, 
if  you  think  you  have/  pray,  my  dear 
lady,  don't  fpare  mej  for  if  y.ou  (hdl 
judge  me  profufe  in  one  article,  I  will  en- 
deavour tofave  it  in  another. 

But  I  will  make  what  I  have  to  fay  en 
this  head  the  fubjeft  of  alettcrby  iti'elf  : 
and  am,  mean  time,*j'0«r  lady/hip's  mojl 
obliged  and  obedientjer^uanty 

P.  B. 

LETTER    XVII. 

MY   DEAR    LADY, 

IT  is  needful,  in  order  to  let  you  more 
intelligibly  into  the  fubject  where  I 
left  offin  my  laft,that  your  ladyfliip  fhould 
know,  that  yftur  generous  brother  ha« 
made  me  his  airaoner,  as  I  was  my  late 
dear  lady's  j  and  has  ordered  Mr.  Long- 
man to  pay  me  fifty  pounds  f  quar-~ 
terly,  for  purpofe?  of  which,  he  requires 
no  account,  though  I  have  one  alv/ays  $ 
ready  to  produce ;  and  he  has  given  me 
other  fums  to  enable  me  to  do  all  the  good 
I  can  to  diftreffed  objects,  at  my  firft  fet- 
ting  out.  Thus  enabled,  your  ladyihip 
knows  not  how  many  honed  hearts  I  have 
made  glad  already,  and  how  many  more 
I  hope  to  rejoice  before  a  year  is  at  an 
•end,  and  yet  keep  within  my  limits. 

Now^ Madam,  as  I  knew  Mrs.  Jervis 
was  far  from  being  eafy  in  her  circuna- 
ftances,  thinking  herfelf  obliged  to  pay 
old  j|  debts  for  two  extravagant  children, 
who  are  both  dead,  and  maintaining  In 
fchooling  and  clothes  three  of  their  chil- 
dren, which  always  keeps  her  bare  ;  I 
took  upon  me  one  d.ay,  as  (he  and  I  fat 
together,  at  our  needles,  to  fay  to  her,  (as 
\v.e  are  always  running  over  old  ftorie*, 
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when  we  are  alone)    *  My  good  Mrs. 

*  Jervis,  will  you  allow  me  to  afk  you  af- 
'  ter  your  own  private  affairs,  and  if  you 
'  are  tolerably  eafy  in  them  ?' 

*  You  are  very  good,  Madam,'  faid 
me,  '  to  concern  yourfelf  about  my  poor 
'  matters,  fo  much  us  you  have  to  em- 
'  ploy  your  thoughts  about,  and  ib  much 

*  as  eveiy  moment  of  your  time  is  taken 

*  up,  from  the  hour  you  rile,  to  the  time 
'  or"  your  reft.    But  I  can  with  great  plea- 
•'  Jfure  attribute  it  to  your  bounty,   and 
'  that  of  my  honoured  mailer,  that  I  am 
'  eafier  and  eafier  every  day.' 

*  But  tell  me,  my  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,' 
faid  I,  *  how  your  matters  particularly 

*  ftarid.     I  love  to  mingle  concerns  with 

*  my  friends,  and  as  I  hide  nothing  from 

*  y°ut  1  hope  you'll  treat  me  with  equal 
1  freedom  ;  for  I  always  loved  you,  an.l 
'  ill  ways  will;  and  nothing  but  death 
"  ihall  divide  our  friend/hip.' 

She  had  tears  of  gratitude  in  her  eyes, 
and  taking  off  her  fpectacles — <  I  cannot 

*  bear,'  faid  me,  '  fo  muchgoodnefs! — 
f  Oh!  my  lady!' 

*  Oh !  my  Pamela,  fay,'   replied  I. 

*  How  often  muft  I  chide  you  for  calling 

*  me  any  thing  but  your  Pamela,  when 

*  we  are  alone  together?' 

«  My  heart,'  faid  me,  «  will  Inirft 
•*  with  your  goodnefs  !  I  cannot  bear  it !' 
'  But  you  muft  bear  it,  and  bear  itill 
greater  exerc lies  to  your  grateful  heart, 
I  can  tell  you  that  :  a  pretty  thin'g, 
truly !  Here  I,  a  poor  helplefs  girl, 
raifed  from  poverty  and  diftrefs,  by  the 
generofity  of  the  beft  of  men,  only  be- 
caufe  I  was  young  and  fightly,  mall 
put  on  lady -airs  to  a  gentlewoman 
born,  thewifdom  of  whofe  years,  and 
f\er  faithful  fer vices,  and  good  manage- 
ment,make  her  a  much  greater  merit  in 
this  family,  than  I  can  pretend  to  have! 
And  return,  mall  I  ?  in  the  day  of  my 
power,  infult  and  haughtinefs  for  the 
kindnefs  and  benevolence  I  received 
from  her  in  that  of  1m y  indigence  I—- 
Indeed, I  won't  tqrglve  you,  my  dear 
Mrs.  Jervis,  if  I  think  you  capable  of 
looking  upon  me  in  any  other  light 
than  as  your  daughter ;  for  you  have 
been  a  mother  to  me,  when  the  abfence 
of  my  own  could  not  afford  me  the 
comfort  and  good  counfel  I  received 
every  clay  from  you.' 
Then  moving  my  chair  nearer  har,  and 
taking  her  hand,  and  wiping,  with  my 
handkerchief  in  my  other,  her  reverend 
check,  *  Come,  come,  my  dear  iecoud 


*  mother,'  faul  I,  '  call  me  your  daugh- 
'  ter,  your  Pamela  :  I  have'paffed  many 
'  fweet  hours  with  you  under  that  name: 
'  and  as  I  have  but  too  feldom  fuch  an 

*  opportunity  as  this,  open  to  me  your 

*  worthy  heart,   and  let  me  know,   if  I 

*  cannot  make  myfecond  mother  as  eafy 
(  and  happy  as  our  dear  matter  has  made 
«  nfy.fr/.: 

She  hung  her  head  on  her  moulder,  and 
I  waited  till  the  difcharge  of  her  tears 
gave  time  for  utterance  to  her  words  j 
provoking  only  her  fpeech,  by  faying— 

*  You  ufed  to  have  three  grandchildren! 

*  to  provide  for  in  clothes  and  fchooling. 
'  They  are  all  living,  I  hope  ?' 

*  Yes,  Madam,  they  are  living  :   and 
'  your  lanV  bounty  (twenty  guineas  was 

*  a  great  fum,  and  all  at  once  I)   mada 
c  me  very  eafy  and  veiy  happy  ! ' 

*  How  eafy,   and  how  happy,  Mrs. 

*  Jervis  ?' 

*  Why,  my  dear  lady,  I  paid  five  to 
'  one  old  creditor  of  my  unhappy  fbns  ; 

*  five  to  a  fecond  ;  and  two  and  a  half  to 

*  two  others,   in  proportion  to  their  re- 

*  fyeftive  demands  ;  and  with  the  other 
'  five  I  paid  off  all  arrears  of  the  poor 

*  childrens  fchooling  and  maintenance ; 
'  and  every  one  is  fatisfied  and  eafy,  and 
'  all  declare  theywill  never  do  harm  things 
'  by  me,  if  they  are  paid  no  more.' 

*  But  tell  me,  Mrs.  Jervis,  what  you 

*  owe  in  the  world,  put  all  together;  and 

*  you  and  I  will  contrive,  with  julKce  to 

*  our  belt  friend,  to  do  all  we  can,  to 
(  make  yoxi  quite  eafy  j  for,  at  your  time 

*  of  life,    I  cannot  bea*  that  you  fhall 

*  have  any  thing  to  difturb  you,  which 
.'  I  can  remove,  and  fo,  my  dear  Mrs. 

*  Jervis,  let  me  know  all. 

*  Come,   I  know  your  debts,  (dear, 
{  juft,  good  woman  as  you  are ! )  like  Da- 

*  vid's  fins,  are  ever  before  you ;  fo  come,* 
putting  my  hand  in  her  pocket,  *  let  me 

*  be  a  friendly  pickpocket :  let  me  take 
'  out  your  memorandum-book,  and  we 
f  will  fee  how  all   matters   ftand,  and 
'  what  can  be  done.     Come,  I  fee  you 
4  are  too  much   moved  ;  your  worthy 

*  heart  is  too  much  affc&ed;' (pulling  out 
her  book,  which  me  always  had  about 
her)  *  I  will  go  to  my  clofet,  and  re- 

*  turn  prefently.' 

So  I  left  her  to  recover  her  fpirits,  and 
retired  with  the  good  woman's  book  to 
my  clofet.  ^ 

.  Your,  dear  brother  ftepping  into  the 
parlour  juft  afterl  had  gone  out, « Where's 
.*  your  jady,  Mrs.  Jer.vis  ?•'  laid  he.  And 

being 
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being  told,  came  up  to  me :— *  What  ails 
'  the  good  woman  below,  iny  dear  ?' 
laid  he :  '  I  hope  you  and  me  have  had 

*  no  words  ?' 

«  No,  indeed,  Sir,1  anfwered  I.     «  If 

*  we  had,  I  am  lure  it  would  have  been 
1  my  fault :  but  I  have  picked  her  pocket 
«  of  her  memorandum-book,  in  order  to 

*  look  into  her  private  affairs,  to  fee  if  I 

*  cannot,  with  juilice  to  our  common 
«  benefaclor,  make  her  as  eafy  as  you, 

*  Sir,  have  made  my  other  dear  parents/ 
« A  blefling,1  faid  he/  upon  my  charm- 

*  er's  benevolent  heart!  —  I  will  leave 

*  every  thing  to   your  difcretion,  my 
«  dear. — Do  all  the  good  you  prudently 

*  can  to  your  Mrs.  Jervis. ' 

I  clafped  my  bold  arms  about  him,  the 
fbrting  tear  testifying  my  gratitude. 

*  Deareft,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  you  affeft 

*  me  as  much  as  I  did  Mrs.  Jervis  :  and 
'  if  any  one  but  you  had  a  right  to  afk, 

*  what  ails  your  Pamela  ?  as  you  do, 
'  what  ails  Mrs.  Jervis  ?  I  muft  fay,  I 

*  am  hourly  fo  much  opprelfed  by  your 
«  goodnefs,  that  there  is  hardly  any  bear- 

*  ing  one's  own  joy.1 

He  faluteu  me,  and  faid,  I  was  a  dear 
obliging  creature.  '  But,'  faid  he,  '  I 
'  came  to  tell  you,  that  after  we  have 

*  dined,  we'll  take  a  turn,  if  you  pleafe, 
'  to  Lady  Arthur's  :   (he  has  a  family  of 

*  London  friends  for  her  guefts,  and  begs 
'  I  will  prevail   upon  you  to  give  her 
s  your  company,  and  attend  you  myfelf, 
'  only  19  drink  tea  with  her ;  for  I  have 
'  told  her,  we  are  to  have  friends  to  fup 

*  with  us.' 

'  I  will  attend  you,  Sir,'  replied  I, 

*  moft  willingly ;  although  I  doubt  I  am 

*  to  be  made  a  mew  of.' 

-  Something  like  it,' faid  he,   c  for  me 
'  has  promifed  them  this  favour.' 

«  I  need  not  drefs  otherwhe  than  I  am  ?' 

*  No,'  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  I  was 
always  what  he  wifhed  me  to  be. 

So  he  left  me  to  my  good  war kt,  (thofe 
were  his  kind  words)  and  I  ran  over 
Mrs.  Jervis's  accounts,  and  found  a  ba- 
lance drawn  of  all  her  matters,  in  one 
leaf,  in  a  very  clear  manner,  and  a  thank- 
ful acknowledgment  to  God,  for  her  ma- 
fter's  laft  bounty,  which  had  enabled  her 
to  give  fatisfa&ion  toothers,  anddoher- 
felf  great  pleafure,  as  (he had  written  un- 
derneath. 

The  balance  of  all  was  thirty-five 
pounds  eleven  (hillings  and  odd.  pence; 
and  I  went  to  my  efcritoir,  and  took  out 


forty  pounds,  and  down  I  hafted  to  my 
good  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  I  faid  to  her— •• 
4  Here,  my  dear  good  friend,  is  your 

*  pocket-book;   but  are  thirty-five  or 

*  thirty-fix  pounds  all  you  owe,  or  are 
'  bound  for  in  the  world  ?' 

*  It  is,  Madam,1  faid  fhe,  <  and  enough 

*  too.     It  is  a  great  fum ;    but  'tis  in 
'  fcur  hands,  and  they  are  all  in  pretty 
'  good  circumftances,  and  fo  convinced 
'  of  my  honefty,  that  they  will  never 
'  trouble  me  for  it;   for  I  have  reduced 

*  the  debt  every  year  fomethiug,  fmce  I 
'  have  been  in  my  matter's  fervice.' 

*  Nor  mall  it  everbe  in  any  body's 
'  power,'  faid  I,  *  to  trouble  youvc  I'll 
'  tell  you  how  we'll  order  it.' 

So  I  fat  down,  and  made  her  fit  down 
by  me.    '  Here,  my  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,  is 

*  forty   pounds.     It  is  not  fo  much  to 
'  me  now,  as  the  *  two  guineas  were  to 
'  your  that  you  would  have  given  me,  if 
'  I  would  have  accepted  of  them,  at  my 
'  going  away  from  this  houfe  to  my  fa- 
'  ther's,  as  I  thought.     But  I  will  not 
'  give  it  you  neither,  at  kail  at  prefent, 
f  as  you  mall  hear :  indeed  I  won't  make 
«  you  fo  uneaiy  as  that  comes  to.     But 
'  here,  take  this,  and  pay  the  thirty-five 
'  pounds  odd  money  to  the  utmoit  far-. 
c  thing;  and  the  remaining  four  pounds 
'  odd  will  be  a  little  fund  in  advance  to- 
f  wards  the  childrens  fchooling.     And 

*  thus  you  mall  repay  it :   I  always  de- 
'  figned,  as  our  dear  in  after  added  five 

*  guineas  per  annum  to  your  falary,  in 

*  acknowledgment  of  the   pleafure  he 

*  took  in  your  fcrvices,  when  I  was  Pa~ 
'  mela  Andrews,  to  add  five  pounds  per 

*  annum  to  it  from  the  time  I   became 
'  Mrs.  B.     But  from  that  time,  for  fo 

*  many  years  to  come,  you  mail  receive 

*  no  more  than  you  did,  till  the  whole 
c  forty  pounds  be  repaid:     And  fo,  my 
'  dear  Mrs.  Jervis,  you  won't  have  any 

*  obligation  to  me,  you  know,   but  for 
«  the  advance;   and  that  is  a  poor  mat- 
'  ter,  not  to  be  fpoken  of:  and  I  will 

*  have  leave  for  it,  for  fear  I  fhould  die.' 
Had  your  ladyfhip  feen  the  dear  good 

woman's  behaviour,  on  this  occafion,  you 
would  never  have  forgotten  it.  She  could 
not  fpeak:  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks  in 
plentiful  currents  :  her  modeft  hand  put 
gently  from  her  my  offering  hand,  and 
h|r  bofom  heav'd,  and  fhe  fol>b'd  with 
the  painful  tumult  that  feemed  to  ftruggle 
within  her,  and  which,  for  foiue  few  mo» 
ment<;,  made  her  incapable  of  fpeaking. 


*  See  Vol.  I.  p.  54. 
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At  laft,  I  riHng,  and  putting  my  arm 
round  her  neck,  and  wiping  her  eyes,  and 
killing  her  cheek,  me  cried  —  '  My  dear, 

*  my  excellent  lady  !  'tis  too  much  !  too 
*.  much  !  I  cannot  hear  all  this.'  —  And 
then  fhe  threw  herielf  at  my  feet  ;  for  I 
was  not  ftrong  enough  to  hinder  it  ;  and 
with  uplifted  hands  —  '  Muy  God  Al- 

*  mighty/  faid  fhe—  I  kneeled  by  her, 
and  claJping  her  hands  in  mine,  both  up- 
lifted together  —  c  May  God  Almighty,"1 
lYtd  1,  dro.wning  her  voice  with  my  louder 
voice,  '  blefs  us  both  together,  for  many 
'  happy  years!  And  may  he  blefs  and  re- 

*  ward  the  dear  gentleman,  who  has  thus 
'  enabled  me  to  make  the  w/Wow'  s  heart 

*  toJlngforjoyC 

*  Dear  good  woman,'  faid  I,  rifmg, 
and  railing  her,  «  do  you  think  you  (hall 

*  outdo  me  in  prayers  and  praifes  to  the 
'  Fountain  of  all  theie  mercies?  —  Do  you 

*  think  you  /hall  ?  —  And  while  I  aip  im  - 
'  powered  to  do  good  to  ib  many  worthy 

*  objects  abroad,  (hall  I  forget  to  make 
'  my  dear  Mrs.  Jervis  happy  at  home  ?' 

.  Ana  thus,  my  lady,  did  I  force  upon 
the  good  woman's  acceptance  the  forty 
pounds. 

Permit  me,  Madam,  to  clofe  this  letter 
here,  and  to  reiume  the  fubject  in  my 
next  :  till  when  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  ladyjbips  moji  obliged  and  faithful 


P.B. 
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MY   DEAR    LADY, 

Now  refuine  my  laft  fubjecl:  where  I 

left  off,  that  your  ladyfliip  may  have 
the  whole  before  you  at  one  view. 

I  went  after  dinner,  with  my  dear  be- 
nefactor, to  Lady  Arthur's;  and  met  with 
frefh  calls  upon  me  for  humility,  having 
the  two  natural  effects  of  the  praifes  and 
j-rofcffed  admiration  of  that  lady's  guefts, 
as  well  as  my  dear  Mr.  B.'s,  and  thofe 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur,  to  guard  my- 
fe.lf  againft  :  and  your  good  brother  was 
pleated  to  entertain  me  in  the  chariot  go- 
ing and  coming,  with  an  account  of  the 
orders  he  had  s^ven  in  relation  to  ihe 
London  houfe,  which  is  actually  taken, 
and  the  furniture  he  ihould  direct  for  it  : 
ib  that  I  had  no  opportunity  to  tell  him 
what  I  had  done  in  relation  to  Mrs. 
Jervis. 

But  after  f  upper,  retiring  from  com- 
pany to  my  clofe  v  when  his  friends  were 


gone,  he  came  up  to  me  about  onr  ufual 
bed-time:  he  enquired  kimiiy  after  my 
employment,  which  was  trying  to  read 
in  the  French  Telemachus  :  for,  my  lady, 
I  am  learning  French,  I'll  aflure  you  ! 
And  who,  do  you  think,  is  my  matter  ? — 
Why,  the  beft  I  could  have  in  the  world, 
your  deareit  brother,  who  is  pleafed  to 
lay,  I  am  no  dunce :  how  inexcufable 
fliould  I  be,  if  I  was,  with  fuch  a  matter, 
who  teaches  me  on  his  knee,  and  rewards 
me  with  a  kifs  whenever  I  do  well  and 
fays,  I  have  already  nearly  mattered  the 
accent  and  pronunciation,  which  he  telis 
me  is  a  great  difficulty  got  over. 

I  requefted  him  to  render  for  me  into 
Engliih  two  or  three  places  that  were  be- 
yond my  reach  ;  and  when  he  had  done     . 
it,  he  afked  me,  in  French,  what  I  had 
done  for  Mrs.  Jervis  ? 

I  faid — '  Permit  me,  Sir,  (for  I  am 
net  proficient  enough  to  anfwer  you  in 
my  new  tongue)  in  Englim,  to  fay,  I 
have  made  the  good  woman  quite  hap- 
py j  and  if  I  have  your  approbation,  I 
mail  be  as  much  fo  myftlf  in  this  in- 
ftance,  as  I  am  in  all  others.' 
'  I  dare  anfwer  for  your  prudence,  my 
dear,'  he  was  pleafed  to  fay:  '  but  this 
is  your  favourite  :  let  me  know,  when 
you  have  fb bountiful  a  heart  to  .{han- 
gers, what  you  do  for  your  favourites  ?" 
I  then  faid — *  Permit  my  bold  eye,  Sir, 
to  watch  yours,  as  I  obey  you ;  and 
you  know  you  muft  not  look  full  upon 
me  then;  for  if  you  do,  how  mall  I 
look  at  you  again;  how  fee,  as  I  pro- 
ceed, whether  you  are  difbkafed  ?  for 
you  will  not  chide  me  in  words,  ib 
partial  have  you  the  goodnefs  to  be  to  all 
I  do.' 

He  put  his  arm  round  me,  and  looked 
down  riow-and-then,  as  I  defired  ;  for, 
O  !  Madam,  lie  is  all  condefcenfion  and 
goodnefs  to  his  unworthy,  yet  grateful 
Pamela !  And  I  told  him  all  I  have  writ- 
ten to  your  ladyfhip  about  the  forty 
pounds. — '  And  now,  dear  Sir,'  faid  I, 
half  hiding  my  face  on  his  moulder, 

*  you  have  heard  what  I  have  done,  chide 

*  or  beat  your  Pamela,  if  you  pleafe:  it 

*  ihall  be  all  kind  from  you,  and  matter 

*  of  future  direction  and  caution.' 

He  raifed  my  head,  and  kifled  me  two 
or  three  times,  faying — *  Thus  then  I 

*  chide,  I  beat,  my  angel! — And  yet  I 
'  have  one  fault  to  find  with  you;  and  let 
'  Mrs.  Jervis,  if  not  in  bed,  come  up  to 
'  us,  and  hear  what  it  is;  for  I  will  expofe 
«  you,  as  you  deferve,  before  her. '  My 

Polly 
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Polly  being  in  hearing,  attending  to  know 
if  I  wanted  her  affiitance  to  undrei's,  I 
bade  her  call  Mrs.  Jervis.  And  though 
I  thought  from  his  kind  looks,  and  kind 
words^  as  well  as  tender  behaviour,  that 
I  had  not  much  to  fear,  yet  I  was  impa- 
tient to  know  what  my  fault  was,  tor 
which  I  was  to  be  expoled. 

The  good  woman  came ;  and  as  fhe  en- 
tered with  all  that  modefty  which  is  ib 
graceful  in  her,  he  moved  his  chair  fur- 
ther from  me,  and,  with  a  fet  afpect,  but 
not  unpleafant,  laid—*  Step  in,  Mrs. 
'  Jervis:  your  lady,'  (for  fo,  Madam, 
he  will  always  call  me  to  Mrs.  Jervis, 
and  to  the  fervants)  '  has  incurred  my 

*  cenfure,  and  I  would  not  tell  her  in 

*  what,  till  I  had  you  face  to  face/ 

She  looked  furprized — now  on  me, 
now  on  her  dear  mafter;  and  I,  not  know- 
ins;  what  he  would  fay,  looked  a  little  at- 
tentive.— *  I  am  lorry — I  am  very  lorry 

*  for  it,  Sir,'  faid  me,  curtfeying  low  : — 
'  but  mould  be  more  forry,  if  /  were  the 
'  unhappy  occaiion.' 

'  Why,  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  can't  fay  but  it 

*  is  on  your  account  that  I  muft  blame 
«  her.' 

This  gave  us  both  confufion,  but 
efpecially  the  good  woman  j  for  ftill  I 
hoped  much  from  his  kind  behaviour  to 
me  juft  before. — And  me  faid—'  Indeed, 

*  Sir,  I  could  never  deferve— ' 

He  interrupted  her.  '  My  charge 
againft  you,  Pamela,'  faid  he,  *  is  that 
of  niggardlinefs,  and  no  other;  for  I 
will  put  you  both  out  of  your  pain :  you 
ought  not  to  have  found  out  the  me- 
thod of  repayment. 
«  The  dear  creature,'  faid  he,  to  Mrs. 
ervis,  *  feldom  does  any  thing  that  can 
be  mended ;  but,  1  think,  when  your 
good  condu£t  deferved  an  annual  ac- 
knowledgment from  me,  in  addition 
to  your  falary,  the  lady  mould  have 
mewed  herfelf  no  lefs  pleafed  with  your 
fervice  than  the  gentleman. — Had  it 
been  for  old  acquaintance- fake,  for 
fex-fake,  (he  fhould  not  have  given  me 
caufe  to  upbraid  her  on  this  head.— 
But  I  will  tell  you,  that  you  muft  look 
upon  the  forty  pounds  you  have,  as  the 
effect  of  a  juft  diftinclion  on  many  ac- 
counts ;  and  your  falary  from  laft 
quarter-day  mall  be  advanced,  as  the 
dear  niggard  intended  it  fome  years 
hence,  and'let  me  only  add,  that  when 
my  Pamela  firft  begins  to  mew  a  cold- 


nefs  to  her  Mrs.  Jervis,  I  mail  then  fu- 

ipect  me  is  beginning  to  decline  in  that 

humble  virtue,  which  is  norv-  peculiar 

to  herfelf,  and  makes  her  the  delight  of 

all  who  converfe  with  her.' 

This  was  what  he  was  pleafed  to  fay: 

thus,  with  the  moil  graceful  generality, 

and  a  noblenefs  of  mind  truly  peculiar  to 

himfelf,  was  he  pleafed  to  afl:  and  what, 

does  your  ladyfhip  think,  could  Mrs. 

Jervis  or  I  fay  to  him  ? — Why,  indeed, 

nothing  at   all! — We  could  only  look. 

upon  one  another,  with  our  eyes  full,  and 

our  hearts  full,  of  a  gratitude  that  would 

not  permit  either  of  us   to  fpeak,  but 

which  exprefled  itfelf  at  laft  in  a  manner 

he" was  pleaied  to  call  more  elegant  than 

words,  and  thatwas,  with  uplifted  folded 

hands,  and  tears  of  joy. 

0  my  dear  lady !  how  many  opportu- 
nities have  the  beneficent  rich  to  make 
themfelveti,  as  well  as  their  fellow  crea- 
tures, happy !  All  that  I  could  think,  or 
fay,  or  act,  was  but  my  duty  before; 
what  a  fenle  of  obligation  then  muft  I  lie 
under  to  this  moft  generous  of  men! 

But  here  let  me  put  an  end  to  this  te- 
dious fubject;  the  principal  part  of  which 
can  have  no  excufe,  if  it  may  not  ferve 
as  a  proof  of  my  chearful  compliance 
with  your  ladyfhip's  commands,  that  I 
recite  every  thing  that  is  of  concern  to 
me,  and  v/ith  the  fame  freedom  as  I  was 
wont  to  do  to  my  dear  parents. 

1  have  done  it,  and  at  the  fame  time 
have  offered  what  I  had  to  plead  in  be- 
half of  my  conduct  to  the  two  houfe- 
keepers,  which  you  expected  from  me; 
and  I  mail  therefore  clofe  this  my  hum- 
ble defence,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  with  the 
amirance  that  I  am,  my  dearcjl  lady> 
your  obliged  and  faithful  J 'errant , 

P.  B. 


LETTER    XIX. 

FROM  LADY  DAVERS  TO  MRS.  B. 
IN  ANSWER  TO  THE  SIX  LAST 
LETTERS. 

«  "TTrHE RE  Jhe  bad  it,  I  can't  tell ; 
'  '  but  I  think  I  never  met  *witb 
*  the  fellow  of  her  in  my  life,  at  any  age ;' 
are,  as  I  remember,  my  brother' swords, 
fpeaking  of  his  Pamela,  in  the*  early  part 
of  your  papers.  In  truth,  thou  art  a  fur- 
prizing  creature  ;  and  every  letter  we 


*  Sec  Vol.  I.  pag€  34, 
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have  from  you,  we  have  new  fubjecls  to 
admire  you  for. — i  Do  you  think,  Lady 

*  Betty,1  laid  I,  when  I  had  read  to  the 
md  of  the  i'ubiecV  about  Mrs.  Jervis, '  I 
'  will  not  loon  let  out  to  hit  this  charm- 
'  ing  girl  a  box  of  the  ear  or  two?1 

,  *  For  what,  Lady  Davers  ?'  laid  me.- 
*  For  what!1  replied  I. — *  Why  don't 

*  you  fee  how  many  flaps  of  the  face  the 

*  bold  ilut  hits  me? — /'//  LADY-AIRS 

*  her  1  I  will ! — Til  teach  her  to  reproach 

*  me,  and  fb  many  of  her  betters,  with 

*  her  cottage  excellences,  and  im  prove  - 

*  merits,  that  fhame  our  education.' 
Why,  you  dear  charming  Pamela,  did 

you  only  excel  me  in  word*,  I  could  for- 
give you ;  for  there  may  be  a  knack,  and 
a  volubility,  as  to  words,  that  a  natural 
talent  may  fupply-j  but  to  be  thus  out- 
done in  thought  and  in  deed>  who  can 
bear  it  ?  And  in  fo  young  an  inliilter  too ! 
Well,  Pamela,  look  to  it,  when  I  fee 
you  :  you  mall  feel  the  weight  of  my 
hand,  or— the  prefiure  of  my  lip,  one  or 
t'other,  depend  on  it,  very  quickly :  for 
here,  inftead  of  my  Hooping,  as  I  thought 
it  would  be,  to  cattyou  fifter,  I  (hall  be 
forced  to  think  in  a  little  while,  that  you 
ought  not  to  own  me  as  jours,  till  I  am 
nearer  your  ftandard. 

But  to  come  to  bufmefs,  I  will  fum- 
marily  take  notice  of  the  following  par- 
ticulars in  all  your  obliging  letters,  in 
order  to  convince  you  of  my  friend  (hip, 
by  the  freedom  of  my  obfervations  on  the 
iubje&s  you  touch  upon,  „ 

Firft,  then,  I  am  highly  pleafed  with 
•what  you  write  of  the  advantages  you  re- 
ceived from  the  favour  of  my  dear  mo- 
ther ;  and  as  you  know  many  things  of 
her  by  your  attendance  upon  her,  in  the 
laft  three  or  four  years  of  her  life,  I  muft 
defire  you  will  give  me,  as  opportunity 
lhall  offer,  all  you  can  recollect  in  rela- 
tion to  the  honoured  lady,  and  of  her  be- 
haviour and  kindnefs  to  you,  and  with  a 
retrofpeft  to  your  own  early  beginnings, 
the  dawnings  of  this  your  bright  day  of 
excellence:  and  this  not  only  I,  but  the 
countefs,  and  Lady  Betty,  with  whom  I 
am  going  over  your  papers  again,  and  her 
fitter,  Lady  Jenny,  requeft  of  you. 

a.  I  am  much  pleafed-with  yourKent- 
ifh  account;  though  we  wiflied  you  had 
been  more  particular  in  fome  parts  of  it  j 
for  we  are  greatly  taken  with  your  de- 
fcriptions,  and  your  coaiverfation  pieces : 
yet  I  own,  your  honeft  father's  letters, 
and  yours,  a  good  deal  fupply  that  de- 


feft,  as  our  plcafure  in  reading  your  re- 
lations makes  us  call  it.  Your  parents 
are  honeft,  difcreet  folks,  I  fee  that:  I 
have  a  value  for  them :  and  you're  the 
prudenteft  creature  I  ever  knew,  in  all 
your  ways j  particularly  in  the  advice  you 
give  them  about  your  more  diftnnt  rela- 
tions, and  to  aim  at  nothing  beyond  their 
natural  fphere. — Every  tittle  is  right, 
and  as  it  ihould  be.  On  thele  accounts 
it  is,  that  all  the  world  will  allow,  that 
you,  and  your  parents  too,  merit  the  for- 
tune  you  have  met  with. 

3.  I  am  highly  delighted  with  the  ac- 
count you  give  me  of  my  brother's  break- 
ing to  you  the  affair  of  Sally  Godfrey, 
and  your  conduct  upon  it.    'Tis  a  fwcct 
ftory  as  he  bi ought  it  in,  and  as  you  re- 
late it.    The  wretch  has  been  very  juft  in 
his  account  of  it.     But  don't  you  think 
he  was  a  fad  young  fellow  ?    Well  may 
you  be  thankful  fox  your  efcape;  <iuell 
may  you  ! — Your  behaviour  was  what  I 
admire;  and  fo  we  do  all;  but  none  of 
us  think  we  could  have  imitated  it  in  all 
it's  parts.     We  are  in  love  with  your 
charitable  reflections  in  favour  of  the 
poor  lady  ;  and  the  more,  as  me  certainly 
deferred  them  5  and  a  better  mother  too 
than  fhe  had,  and  a  faithfuller  lover  than 
fhe  met  with. 

4.  You  have  exaclly  hit  his  temper, 
in  your  declared  love  of"  Mifs  Goodwin. 
I  fee,  child,  you  know  your  man ;  and 
never  fear  but  you'll  hold  him,  if  you  can 
go  on  thus  to  aft,  and  out-do  your  fex. 
But  I  fhould  think  you  might  as  well  not 
infift  upon  having  her  with  you;  for  the 
girl  may  be  pert,  perhaps  infolent  (you 
know  who  is  her  father;)  you'd  not  care 
to  check  her,  for  feveral  reafons,  and  this 
may  make  you  uneafy  ;  for,  if  you  did, 
he  might  take  it  amifs,  let  your  motives 
be  ever  fo  good  :  fo  I  think  you'd  better 
fee  her  now-and-then  at  the  dairy-houfe, 
or  at  fchool,  than  have  her  with  you. 
— But  this  I  leave  to  your  own  diicre- 
tion,  and  his  good<pleafure,  to  determine 
upon ;  for  in  the  latter  it  muft  reft,  let 
you,  or  me,  or  any  body,  fay  what  we 
will. 

5.  You  have  fully,  and  to  our  fatis- 
faclion,  anfwered  our  objections  to  your 
behaviour  to  Mrs.  Jewkes.    We  had  not 
confidered  your  circumftances  quite  fo 
thoroughly  as  we  ought  to  have  done. 
You  are  a  charming  girl,  and  all  your 
motives  are  fo  juft,  that  we  ftiall  be  a  little 
more  cautious  for  the  future  how  we  cen- 
fure  you.    We  are  particularly  pleafed 
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with  the  triumphs  of  your  innocence  over 
his  and  her  guilt;  and  agree,  that  they 
are  the  righteit  and  beft-to-be-deftnded 
motives  for  pride,  that  ever  were  fet  be- 
fore us. 

In  fhort,  I  fay  with  the  coxmtefs— 
This  good  girl  is  not  without  her  pride  j 
but  :Us  the  pride  that  becomes,  and  can 
only  attend,  the  innocent  heart;  and 
I'll  warrant,'  laid  her  ladymip,  '  no- 
body will  become  her  ftation  fo  well, 
as  one  who  is  capable  of  fo  worthy  a 
pride- as  this/ 

But  what  a  curtain-lecture  hadft  thou, 
Pamela!  A  noble  one,  doft  thou  call  it! 
—Why,  what  a  wretch  haft  thou  got,  to 
expect  thou  ihouklft  never  expoftulate 
againjt  his  lordly  will,  even  when  in  the 
wrong,  till  thou  haft  obeyed  it,  and,  of 
con fequence,  joined  in  the  evil  he  irnpofes ! 
He  fays,  indeed,  infmall  points :  but  I 
fuppofe  he  is  to  judge  which  are  and  which 
ape  not  fmall. 

Thus,  I  remember,  my  brother  him- 
felf  took  notice  once  of  a  propol'al  in  trie 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  grant  the  crown 
a  very  great  ium  to  unfwer  civil  lift  defi- 
ciencies, which  being  oppofed  by  the  mi- 
nority, the  minifter  found  out  an  expe- 
dient, that  they  might  give  the  money 
firfti  and  examine  into  the  merits  of 
the  demand  afterwards.  So  we  read, 
that,  in  fome  countries,  an  ace u fed  per" 
fon  is  put  to  death,  and  then  tried  ;  and 
all  he  has  to  hope  for  while  he  liv- 
tliat  his  relations,  and  his  own  family, 
will  be  releafed  from  obloquy  if  an  ac- 
quittal enfues. 

Much  good  may  fuch  a  hufband  do 
you,  fays  Lady  Betty  I  —  Every  body 
will  admire  you,  but  no  one  will  have 
reafon  to  envy  you  upon  thole  princi- 
ples. Yet,  I  don't  know  how  it  is,  but 
this  is  evident,  that,  at  prefent,  there  is 
not  a,  happier  couple  in  the  world  than 
you  two  are. 

6.  I  am  pleafed  with  your  promife  of 
feuding  me  what  you  think  I  fhall  like  to 
fee,  out  of  thofe  papers  you  choofe  not 
.to  mew   me  collectedly :    this   is   very 
.obliging.  You're  a  good  girl;  and  I  icve 

you  dearly. 

7.  We  have  all  fmiled  at  your  para- 
dox, Pamela,  that  his  marrying  you  was 
an  inftance  of  his  pride.    The  thought, 
though,  is  pretty  enough,  and  ingenious: 
but  whether  it  will  hold  or  not,  I  won't 
juft  BOW  examine. 

8.  Your  observation  on  the  forget 


and  forgive  we  are  much  pleafed  with, 
and  think  you  have  diftinguifhed  weli  on 
that  head. 

9.  You  area  very  good  girl  for  fending 
me  a  copy  of  Mifs  Darnford's  letter.  She 
is  a  charming  young  lady.  I  always  had 
a  great  opinion  of  her  merit ;  her  lettor 
abundantly  confirms  me  in  it.     I  hope 
you'll  communicate  to  me  every  letter 
that  pafies  between  you  ;  and  pray  fend 
me  in  your  next  a  copy  of  your  anfvver  to 
her  letter:  I  muft  intift  upon  it,  I  think. 

10.  I  am  glad,  with  all  my  heart,  to 
hear  of  poor  Jewkes's  reform  aticn.  Your 
example  carries  all  before  it.     But  pray 
oblige  me  with  your  anfwer  to  her  letter, 
don't  think  me  unreasonable  :  'tis  all  for 
your  fake.     You  muft  needs  know  that, 
or  you  know  nothing.     For  I  think  you 
deferve  all  JVLfs  Barnford  lays  of  you  ; 
and  that's  a  great  deal  too. 

Pray — have  you  feen  Jewkes's  letter  to 
your  good  friend  ?— Lady  Betty  wants 
to  know  (if  you  have)  what  he  cou!d 
fay  to  it  ?  For,  fne  fays,  it  cuts  him  to  the 
quick.  And  I  think  fo  too,  if  he  takes  it 
as  he  ought :  but,  as  you  fay,  he's  above 
loving  virt.  e^or  ttnrfite\9fak€t  I  warrant 
him.  He  likes  it  in  a  wife,  becaufe  'tis 
a  huiband's  fecurity  againft  the  law  of 
retaliation.  There's  a  great  deal  in  that, 
I  can  tell  you.  I  once  heard  the  wretch 
hold  an  argument  that  women  had  no 
fouls.  I  afked  him,  if  he  were  to  marry, 
whether  he'd  have  his  wife  aft  as  if  /he 
believed  this  doctrine  to  be  good  ?  That 
was  another  thing",  he  faid :  he  was  fox- 
having  his  wife  think  me  had,  he  muft 
own :  fuch  a  belief  could  do  her  no  harm. 
Ah!  Pamela,  for  theory  and  practice  too, 
I  doubt,  never  was  fuch  a  rake,  fox  one 
not  quite  a  town  debauchee  ! 

11.  Yc'ur  manner  of  acting  by  Mrs. 
Jervis,  with  fo  handfome  a  regard  to  my 
brother's  intereft,  her  behaviour  upon  it, 
and  your  relation  of  the  whole,  and  of 
his  generous  fpirit  in  approving,  reprov- 
ing, and  improving  your  prudent  gene- 
rofity,  make  no  inconiiderable  figure  in. 
your  papers.  And  Lady  Betty  fays — 
Hang  him,  he  has  fome  excellent  qua- 
lities toe — It  is  impofTible  not  to  think 
well  of  him  ;  and  his  good  actions  go 
a  great  way  towards  atoning  for  his 
bad/  But  you,  Pamela,  have  the  glory 
of  all.  We  defire,  particularly,  that  you 
will  never  omit  any  of  thofe  moving 
fcenes,  which  you  fo  well  clefcribe,  be  the 
what  it  will :  for  they  are  na- 
ture. 
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ture,  and  that's  your  excellence.  Keep 
to  that ;  for  one  more  learned,  I  verily 
think,  could  not  write  as  you  do,  nor  in- 
tlrucl,  and  delight,  and  move  all  at  once, 
fo  vei-y  engagingly. 

i  a.  lam  gl'adyou  are  learning  French: 
thou  art  a  happy  girl  in  thy  teacher,  and 
he  is  a  happy  man  in  his  fchchr.  We 
are  pleafed  with  the  pretty  account  you 
give  us  of  his  method  of  inftrucling  and 
rewarding.  'Tv/ould  be  Grange,  if  you 
did  not  learn  any  language  quickly  under 
fuch  methods,  and  with  fuch  encourage- 
ments, from  the  man  you  love,  were  your 
genius  lefs  apt  than  it  is.  But  we  wifhed 
you  had  enlarged  on  that  i'ubjeft :  for 
fuch  fondnefs  of  men  to  their  wives,  who 
have  been  any  time  married,  is  fo  rare, 
and  fo  unexpected  from  my  brother,  that 
we  thought  you  mould  have  written  a 
fide  upon  that  fubject  at  leaft. 

What  a  bewitching  girl  art  thou! 
What  an  exemplar  to  wives  now,  as  well 
as  thou  waft  before  to  maidens  !  -Thou 
canft  tame  lions,  I  dare  fay,  if  thou'dft 
try. — Reclaim  a  rake  in  the  meridian  of 
his  libertinifm,  and  make  fuch  an  one  as 
my  brother  not  only  many  thee,  but  love 
thee  better  at  feveral  months  end,  than  he 
did  the  firft  day,  if  poffible !  Wonderful 
girl  1  Yet  ufeft  thou  no  arts  but  honeft 
ones,  fuch  as  prudence  directs,  nature 
points  out,andfuch  as  make  duty  delight- 
ful, even  commanding  moft,  when  thou 
ieemeft  moft  to  fubmit. 

It  muft  be  owned  indeed,  that  thou 
hail  no  brutal  mind  to  deal  with :  bad  as 
he  is,  it  muft  be  laid,  that  thou  haft  a 
icnfible  and  a  generous  heart  to  work 
upon  ,-  one  who  takes  no  glory  in  the 
blind  fubmiflion  of  a  flave  \  but,  like  a 
trueBritifh  monarch,  delights  to  reign  in 
a  free,  rather  than  in  an  abjecl:  mind. 
Yet  is  he  jealous  as  a  tyrant  of  his  pre- 
rogative :  but  you  have  found  the  way 
to  lay  that  watchful  dragon  afleep,  and 
fo  poflefs  the  golden  fruits  of  content 
and  true  pleafure,  ,the  due  reward  of  your 
matchlefs  conduct. 

Now,  my  dear  Pamela,  I  think  I  have 
taken  notice  of  the  moft  material  arti- 
cles in  your  letters,  and  have  no  more  to 
fay  to  you  5  but,  write  on,  and  oblige  us  j 
and  mind  to  fend  me  the  copy  of  your 
letter  to  Mifs  Darnford,  of  that  you 
wrote  to  poor  peniteat  Jew  kes,  and  every 
article  J  have  written  about,  and  all  that 


comes  into  your  head,  orthatpafles,and 
you'll  oblige your"sy  &c. 

B.  DAVERS. 


LETTER     XX. 

MY   DEAR    LADY, 

I  Read  with  pleafure  your  commands, 
in  yourlaft  kind  and  obliging  letter  j 
and  you  may  be  fare  of  a  ready  obedience 
in  every  one  of  them,  that  is  in  my  power. 
That  which  I  can  moft  eafily  do,  I  will 
fir  ft  do ;  ar.d  that  is,  to  tranfcribe  the 
anfwer  I  lent  jo  Mifs  Darnford*,   and 
that    to   Mrs.~Jewkes,    the   former  of 
which  (and  a  long  one  it  is)  is  as  follows : 

'    PEAR   MISS  DARNFORD, 

*  T  Begin  now  to  be  afraid  I  fliall  not 
*  have  the  pleafure  and  benefit  I  pro- 
mifed  myfelf  of  pafling  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  at  the  Hall,  in  your  fweet 
converfation,  and  that  of  your  worthy 
family,  as  well  as  thofe  others  in  your 
agreeable  neighbourhood,  whom  I 
rnuft  always  remember  with  equal  ho- 
nour and  delight. 

'  The  occafion  will  be  principally, 
that  we  expecl  very  foon  a  vifit  from 
Lord  and  Lady  Davers,  who  propofe 
to  tarry  here  a  fortnight  at  leaft  j  and 
after  that,  the  advanced  feafon  will 
carry  us  to  London,  where  Mr.  B.  has 
taken  a  houfefor  his  winter- refidence, 
and  in  order  to  attend  parliament :  a 
fervice,  he  fays,  which  he  has  been 
more  deficient  in  hitherto,  than  he  can 
either  anfwer  to  his  conftituents,  or  to 
his  own  confcience ;  for  though,  he 
fays,  he  is  but  one,  yet  if  any  good 
motion  mould  be  loft  by  one,  every  ab- 
fent  member,  who  is  independent,  has 
it  to  reproach  himfelf  with  the  confe- 
quences  that  may  follow  on  the  lofs  of 
that  good  which  might  otherwife  re- 
dound to  the  commonwealth.  And 
befides,  he  fays,  fuch  excufes  as  he 
could  make,  every  one  might  plead  j 
and  then  publick  affairs  might  as  well 
be  left  to  the  adrniniftration,  and  no 
parliament  be  chofen. 
'  He  obferved  further  on  this  fubjecl, 
that  every  abfent  member,  in  fuch  cafes, 
indirectly  abets  the  minifter,beheat'£0 
he  will,  in  all  his  defigns,  be  they  (fvhat 
they  will  j  and  is  even  lefs  excufable 
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'  to  his  country,  than  the  man,  who,  for 
«  a  tranfitory  benefit  to  his  private  fa- 
'  mily,  takes  a  penfion  or  reward  for  his 
c  vote  ;  iince  the  difference  is  only  that 

*  the  one  paflively  ruins  his  country  by 
'  negleft  and  indolence,  which  can  do 
c  nobody  good,  and  the  other  more  ac- 
'  tively  for  a  bribe;  whichpraclice,though 

*  ruinous  in  the  end  to  the  whole  publick, 

*  in  which  his  own  private  is  included, 

*  yet  ferves  to  anfwer  fome  prelent  turn 
'  or  benefit  to  himfelf  or  family. 

*  See  you,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnfoi'd, 

*  from  the  humble  cottager,  what  a  pub- 
'  lick  perfon  your  favoured    friend  is 
*•  grown !     And  behold  how  eafy  it  is 

*  for  a  bold  miml  to  look  forward,  and, 

*  perhaps,  forgetting  what  fhe  was,  now 

*  fhe   imagines  me  has  a  ftake   in  the 

*  country,  takes  upon  herfelf  to  be  as 

*  important,  as  fignificant,  as  if,  like  my 
'  dear  Mifs  Darn/ord,  fhe  had  been  born 

*  to  it !  But  if,  neverthelefs,  I  am  cen- 

*  fured  for  troubling  my  head  with  po- 

*  liticks,  let  me  anfwer,  that  I  am  at  Ii- 

*  berty,  I  hope,  to  tell  you  Mr.  B.'s  fen- 
'  timents of  thefe high  matters:  and  that 

*  is  all  I  have  done. 

'  Well ;  but  may  I  not  prefume  to 

*  afk,  whether,  if  the  mountain  cannot 
e  come  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  will  not 

*  come  to   the   mountain  ?  fmce   Lady 

*  Davers's  viiit  is  fo  uncertain  as  to  it's 

*  beginning  and  duration,   and  fo  great 

*  a  favour  as  I  am  to  look  upon  it,  and 

*  really  mail,  it  being  her  firft  vifit  to 

*  me;— -and  fmce  we  muft  go  and  take 

*  pofTeliion  of  our  London   refidence  j 

*  why  can't  Sir  Simon  fparetousthe  dear 

*  lady,  whom  he  could  ufe  hardly ;  and 

*  whofe  attendance  (though  he  is  indeed 

*  intitled  to  all  her  duty)  he  did  not,  juft 
1  in  that  inftance,  quite  fo  much  deferve? 

"  Well,  but  after  all,   Sir  Simon," 
{  would  I  lay,  if  I  had  been  in  prefence 
'  at  his  peevifh  hour,  "you  are  a  fine 
"  gentleman,  are  you  not?  to  takefuch 
"  a  method  to  fhew  your  good  daughter, 
that  becaufe  me  did  not  come  foon 
enough  to  you,   fhe  came  too  foon  ! 
And  did  ever  papa  before  you,  put  a 
good  book  (for  fuch  I  doubt  not  it  was, 
becaufe  you  were  in  affliction,  though 
fo  little  affected  by  it's  precepts)  to 
fuch  a  bad  ufe?     As  parents  exam- 
ples are  fo  prevalent,   fuppofe  your 
daughter  had  taken  this  very  book, 
and  flung  it  at  her  lifter ;  Mifs  Nancy 
at  her  waiting-maid;   and  fo  it  had 
gene  through  the  family ;  would  i: 


"  not  have  been  art  excufe  for  every  one 
"  to  fay,  that  the  father  and  head  of  the 
"  family  had  let  the  example? 

"  But  again,  Sir  Simon,  fuppofe  you 
"  had  hurt  the  fweet  dove-like  eyes  of 
"  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford— Suppofeyou 
"  had  bruifed  or  broken  the  fine  ikin  of 
"  any  part  of  that  fine  face,  which  gives, 
"  at  firft  fight,  fo  bright  a  promife  of 
"  her  frill  finer  mind,  what,  let  me  afk 
"  you,  Sir,  could  you  have  faid  for  your* 
"  felf  ?  How  would 'the  dear  lady's  ap- 
"  pearance,  with  one  fweet  eye,  perhaps, 
"  mnfHed  up,  with  a  plaiftered  forehead, 
"  or  a  veiled  cheek,  hiding  herfelf  from 
"  every-body  but  you,  and  her  grieved 
' '  mamma,  and  pitying  lifter,  reproach- 
11  ed  you  for  fo  ram  an  acl  ? — nay,  re- 
"  proached    you  more,   by  her  unre- 
"  preaching  obligingneis,  and    cheai- 
"  rill  duty,  than  if  (were  fhe  capable  of 
"  it)/he  could  havefpoken  in  fharp  com- 
"  plaints,  and  expoftulatory  wailings  ? 
"  You  almoft  wilh,   my  dear  Mifs 
"  tells  me,  that  I  would  undertake  you! 
"  — This  is  very  good  of  you,  SirSi- 
"  mon,"  might  I  (would  his  patience 
'  have  iuffered  me  to  run  on  thus)  hav« 
4  added — "  But  I  hope,  fmce  you  are  fo 
"  fenfible  that  you  'want  to  be  under - 
"  taken,  (and  iince  this  peevifh  rafhnefs 
"  convinces  me,  that  you  do)  that  you 
"  will  undertake  jourfelf;  that  you  will 
*'  not,  when  your  indifpofition  makes 
11  the  attendance  and  duty  of  your  dear 
"  lady  and  daughter  necefTary,  make  it 
"  more  uncomfortable  to  them,  by  add" 
"  ing  a  difficulty  of  being  pleafed,  and 
"  an  impatience  of  fpirit,  to  the  concern 
"  their  duty  and  atfe£lion  make  them 
"  have  for  you ;  atidotltaft,,  refolve  never 
"  to  take  a  book  into  your  hand  again, 
"  if  you  cannot  make  a  better  ufe  of  it, 
"  than  you  did  then." 

f  Pray  tell  your  papa,  that  I  beg  the 
'  favour  of  him,  to  prefent  me  with  this 
'  book,  and  I  will  put  a  mark  upon  it, 
t  and  it  mall  never  more  either  give  or 

*  receive  fuch  difgrace,  I  warrant  it.  Be 
'  it  what  it  will,  I  will  prefent  him  with 

*  as  good  a  one. 

'  I  will  write  in  it,  fc  Memorandum^ 
a  This  book,  reverfing  the  author's  good 
"  intention,  had  like  to  have  done  inif- 
"  chief  next  to  unpardonable!"1 — Or, 
"  This  book,  inftead  of  fubduing  the 
<c  reader's  pailions,  (I  take  it  forgiP.i.t- 
f  ed,  you  feej  Mifs,  it-vvr.s  Seneca  smo- 

*  rah,  or  fome  fuch  gooJ  book)   <f  had 
*(  like  to  huv  :  -  cat :;:  of  ?.  Vio- 

U  u  "  ierft 
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"  lent  eviL — Henceforth,  unavailing in- 
**  ftruclor,  be  thou  condemned  to  Itand 
"  by  thyfelf  on  a  lone  /helf  in  my  clofet; 
"  a  melf  moft  out  of  mine  or  any  other 
"  perfon's  reach,  for  pretending  to  pre- 
"  fcribe  rules  for  fubduing  the  paflions 
"  in  fo  inefficacious  a  manner!  And, 
"  configned  to  duft  and  cobwebs,  not 
**  once  prefume  (in  hope  to  hide  thy 
"  confcious  guilt)  to  fqueeze  thyfelf  into 
**  rank  with  better,  or  at  leaft  with  more 
"  convincing  teachers'." 

'  But  do  you  think,  dear  Madam,  Sir 

*  Simon  would  be  angry,  if  opportunity 

*  had  offered,  and  I  had  been  thus  bold? 
If  you  thmk  fo,  don't  let  him  fee  I  had 
fuch  thoughts  in  my  head.     But  after 
all,  if  he  were  to  have  been  thus  freely 
treated  by  me,  and  if  he  fhould  have 
blujhed  with  anger  at  my  freedom,  'tis 
but  what  he  ought  to  bear  from  me  ; 
for,  more  than  once  has  he  made  me 
blujb  for  Jhamef  at  much  greater  on 
his  part }' nay,  and  that  too,  in  pre- 
ience  of  his  virtuous  daughters :  __  fo, 
that  I  have  but  half  my  revenge  upon 
him  yet. — "  And  will  you  bear  ma- 

*  lice,1'   will  he  fay,    "  Mrs.  B.  ?"— 
'  Yes,  Sir  Simon,  I  will  \  and  nothing 
'  but  your  amending  the  evil  can  make 

*  me  forgive  a  gentleman,  that  is  really 
1  a  gentleman,  who  can  fo  fadly  forego 
'  his  character,  and  before  any  compa- 
*^ny,  not  fcruple  to  expofe  a  modeft  vir- 
'  gin  to  the  forward  leer,  and  loud  laugh, 

*  of  younger  gentlemen,  who  durft  not 
take  fuch  liberties  of  fpeech,  as  they 
would  faucily  chuckle  at,  when  com- 
ing from  the  mouth  of  one  of  Sir  Si- 
mon's authenticating,  but  better  pro-. 

*  mifmg  time  of  life." 

*  But  Sir  Simon  will  fay,  I  have  al- 
ready undertaken  him,  were  he  to  fee 
this.  Yet  my  Lady  Darnford  once 
begged  I  would  give  him  a  hint  or  two 
on  this  fubjecl,  which  me  was  pleafed 
to  fay,  would  be  better  received  from 
me  than  from  any  body  ;  and  if  it  be 
a  little  too  fevere,  it  is  but  a  juft  reprifal 
made  by  one  whofe  ears,  he  knows,  he 
has  cruelly  wounded  more  than  once, 
or  twice,  or  three  times,  befides  by 
what  he  calls  his  innocent  double  en- 
tendres,  and  who,  if  me  had  not  re- 
fented  it,  when  an  opportunity  offered, 
muft  have  been  believed  by  him,  to  be 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  hypocrite. 
— There's  for  you,  Sir  Simon :  and 
fo  here  ends,  all  my  malice  5  for  now 
I  have  fp  ok  en- my  mind. 
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'  Yet  I  hope  your  dear  papa  will  not 
be  fo  angry  with  me  neither,  as  to  deny 
me,  for  this  my  freedom,  the  requell 
I  make  to  him,  to  your  mamma,  and 
to  your  dearjelf,  for  your  beloved  com  - 
pany,  for  a  month  or  two  in  Bedford- 
mire,  and  at  London :  and  if  you  might 
be  permitted  to  winter  with  us  at  the 
latter,  how  happy  fhould  I  be !  It  will 
be  half  done  the  moment  you  defire  it. 
Sir  Simon  loves  you  too  well  to  refufe 
you,  if  you  areearneft  in  it.  Your  ho- 
noured mamma  is  always  indulgent 
to  your  requefts  :  and  Mv.  B.  as  well 
in  kindnefs  to  me,  as  for  the  great  re- 
fpecl  he  bears  you,  joins  with  me  to 
beg  this  favour  of  you,  and  of  Sir  Si- 
mon, and  my  lady. 
'  If  it  can  be  obtained,  what  pleafure 
and  improvement  may  I  not  propofe  to 
myfelf,  with  fo  polite  a  companion, 
when  we  are  carried  by  Mr.  B.  to  the, 
play,  to  the  opera,  and  other  of  the 
town  diverfions  !  We  will  work  to- 
gether, vifit  together,  read  together, 
fmg  together,  and  improve  one  ano- 
ther 5  you  me,  in  every  word  you  mall 
fpeak,  in  every  thing  you  fliall  <Jo  ;  I 
you,  by  myqueftions,  and  defire  of  in- 
formation, which  will  make  you  open 
all  your  breaft  to  me  ;  and  fo  unlock- 
ing that  dear  ftorehouie  of  virtuous 
knowledge,  improve  your  own  notions 
the  more  for  communicating  them.  O 
my  dear  Mifs  Darnford !  how  happy 
is  it  in  your  power  to  make  me  ! 
*  I  am  much  affected  with  the  account 
you  give  me  of  Mrs.  Jewkes's  refor- 
mation. I  could  have  wimed,  had  I 
not  other  zndjlronger  inducements  (in 
the  pleafure  of  fo  agreeable  a  neigh- 
bourhood, and  fo  fweet  a  companion) 
that  on  her  account,  I  could  have  been 
down  at  the  Hall,  in  hopes  to  have- 
confirmed  the  poor  woman  in  her  new- 
ly aflumed  penitence.  God  give  her 
grace  to  perfevere  in  it ! — To  be  an 
humble  means  of  faving  a  foul  from 
perdition !  O  my  dear  Mifs  Darn- 
ford,  let  me  enjoy  that  heart-ravifhing 
hope  ! — To  pluck  fuch  a  brand  as  this 
out  of  the  fire,  and  to  affift  to  quench 
it's  flaming  fufceptibtlity  for  milchief, 
and  make  itufeful  to  edify  ing  purpofes, 
what  a  pleafure  does  this  afford  one  ? 
How  does  it  encourage  one  to  proceed 
in  llle  way  one  has  been  guided  to  pur- 
fue  ?  How  does  it  make  me  hope,  that 
I  am  railed  to  my  prefent  condkion,  in 
order  to  be  an.  humble  initrument  in 
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the  hand  of  Providence  to  communicate 
great  good  to  others,  and  to  extend  to 
many,  thofe. benefits  I  have  received, 
which,  were  they  to  go  no  farther  than 
myfelf,  what  a  vile,-what  an  ungrateful 
creature  mould  I  be  ! 
'  I  fee,  my  deareftMifs  Darnford,  how 
ufeful  in  every  condition  of  life  a  vir- 
tuous and  a  ferious  turn  of  mind  may 
be! 

1  How  have  I  feen  fome  ladies  in  up- 
per life  behave  as  if  they  thought  good 
actions,  and  a  pious  demeanour,  would 
be  fo  unfafliionable,  as  to  make  them 
the  fubjefts  of  ridicule  to  the  lighter- 
dijpofed  world,  and  fo  they  are  fhamed 
out  of  their  duty  !  But  let  me  make  it 
my  boaft,  that  here  is  fuch  a  poor  girl 
as  I,  raifed  from  the  cottage  to  the  pa- 
lace, as  I  may  fay,  perfeveiing  in  the 
good  purpofes  which  had  been  inftilled 
into  her,  by  worthy,  though  poor  pa- 
rents, and  the  beft  of  ladies,  her  mif- 
trefs,  and  refolving  to  be  obftinate  in 
goodnefs,  having  ftood  the  tefts  of  li- 
bertinifm  ;  has  brought  the  world  to 
expect  good  actions  from  her,  to  refpect 
her  for  doing  them ;  and  has  even  found 
her  example  efficacious,  through  Divine 
grace,  to  bring  over  to  penitence  and 
imitation  a  poor  creature  who  ufed  to 
ridicule  her  for  nothing  fo  much  as  for 
her  innocence  and  virtue,  which,  word 
and  thing,  were  the  conftant  fubjefts 
of  her  fcorn,  as  well  as  the  caule  of  her 
perfecution. 

*  But  let  me  not  too  much  dwell  upon 
the  thought,   left  I  fall  into  the  (hare, 
that,   of  all  others,  perlbns  meaning 
well  have  reafon  to  dread  ;  that  offpi- 
ritual  pride,  the  mod  dangerous  of  all 
pride. 

*  In  hopes  of  feeing  you  with  us,  I 
will  not  enlarge  on  feveral  agreeable 
fubjecls,  which  I  could  touch  upon 
with  pleafure,  befides  what  I  gave  you 
in  my  former  (of  my  reception  here, 
and  of  the   kindnefs   of  our  genteel 
neighbours ;)  fuch,  particularly,  as  the 
arrival  hereof  my  dear  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  the  kind,  generous  entertain- 
ment they  met  with  from  my  beft  friend : 
his  condefcenfion  in  not  only  permit- 
ting me  to  attend  them  to  Kent,   but 
accompanying  us  thither,  and  fettling 
them  in  a  molt  happy  manner,  beyond 
their  wifhes  and  my  own  ;  but  yet  fo 
much  in  character,  as  I  may  fay,  that 
everyone  muft  approve  his  judicious 
benevolence  :  die  favours  of  ray  good 


Lady  Davers  to  me,  who,  pleafedwith 
my  letters,  has  vouchfafed  to  become 
my  correfpondent ;  and  a  thoufand, 
thoufand  things,  which  I  want  perfon- 
ally  to  communicate  to  my  dear  Mifs 
Darnford. 

4  Be  pleafed  to  prefent  my  humble  re- 
fpectsto  Lady  DarnTord,  and  to  Mifs 
Nanny;  to  good  Madam  Jones,  and  to 
your  kind  friends  at  Stamford  ;  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Peters  likewife,  and  their 
kinfwoman :  and  beg  of  that  good  gen- 
tleman from  me  to  encourage  his  new 
profelyte  all  he  can  :  and  I  doubt  not, 
me  will  do  credit,,poor  woman  !  to  the 
pains  he  fliall  take  with  her.  In  hopes 
of  you*  kind  compliance  with  my 
wifhes  for  your  company,  I  remain, 
deareft  Mifs  Dariiford,  your  faithful 
and  obliged  friend  and J "ervant ', 

1  P.  B.' 

This,  my  good  Lady  Davers,  is  the 
long  ktter  I  fent  to  Mil's  Darnford,  who, 
at  parting,  engaged  me  to  keep  up  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  her,  and  put  me  in  hopes 
of  parting  a  month  or  two  with  ws,  at 
the  Hall,  if  we  came  down,  and  if  me 
could  perfu ade  Sir  Simon  and  her  mam- 
ma to  fpare  her  to  my  wifhes.  Your  la- 
dyfliip  will  excufeme  for  fo  faintly  men- 
tioning the  honours  you  confer  upon  me  ^ 
but  I  would  not  either  add  or  diminifh  in 
the  communications  I  make  to  you. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  what  I 
wrote  to  Mrs.  Jewk-es  : 

'  Y  ° U  give  me,  Mrs.  Jewkes,  very 
A  «  great  pleafure  to  find,  that  at 
length  God  Almighty  has  touched  your 
heart,  and  let  you  fee,  while  health  and 
ftrength  lafted,  the  error  of  your  ways. 
Many  an  unhappy  one  has  not  been 
fo  gracioufly  touched,  till  they  have 
fmarted  under  fome  heavy  afflictions* 
or  till  they  have  been  confined  to  the 
bed  of  ficknefs,  when  perhaps,  they 
have  made  vows  and  resolutions,  that 
have  held  them  no  longer  than  the  dif- 
cipline  lafted  :  but  you  give  me  much 
better  hopes  of  theiincerity  of  your  con 
verfion  j  as  you  are  fo  well  convinced, 
before  fome  fore  evil  has  overtaken  you : 
and  it  ought  to  be  an  earneil  to  you  of 
the  Divine  favour,  and  mould  keep  yoy 
from  dcfpondency. 
'  As  to  me,  it  became  me  to  forgive 
you,  as  I  moft  cordially  did,  fince  your 
ufage  of  me,  as  it  proved,  was  but  a 
ntcefiary  ineuns  in  the  hand  of  Provi- 
Uu  a  *  dence, 
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<  clence,  to  jexalt  me  to  that  ftate  of  hap- 
«  pinefs,  in  which  I  have  every  day  more 
«  and  more  caule  given  me  to  rejoice,  by 
«   the  kindefiand  mo  ft  generous  of  gen- 

<  tlemen. 

*  As  I  have  often  prayed  for  you,  even 

*  when  you  ufed  me  the  moil  unkindly, 

*  I  now  praife  God  for  having  heard  my 
'  prayers,  and  with  high  delight  look 

*  upon  you  as  a  reclaimed  foul  given  to 

*  my  fupplication.      May   the  Divine 

*  goodnei's  enable  you  to  perfevere  in  the 

*  courfe  you  have  entered  upon  !    And 

*  when  you  can  tafte  the  all-furpaffing 
'  pleafurethat  fills  the  worthy  bread,  on 
«  being  placed  in  a  ftation,  where  your 
'  example  may  be  of  advantage  to  the 

*  fouls  of  others,  as  well  as  to  your  own  j 

*  a  pleaiurc  that  every  good  mind  glories 

*  in,  and  none  elie  can  truly  relifnj  then 
«  may  you  be  allured,  that  nothing  but 

*  your  pcrfeverance,  and  the  confequen- 

*  tial  improvement  refulting  from  it,  is 

*  wanted  to  convince  you,  that  you  are 

*  in  a  right  way  j  and  that  the  woe,  that 

*  is  pronounced  againft  the prefumptuous 

*  fmner,  belongs  not  to  you. 

*  Let  me  therefore,  dear  Mrs.  Jewkes, 

*  (for  now  indeed  you  are  dear  to  me) 
4  caution  you  againit  two  things  5   the 
«  one,  that  you  return  not  to  your  for- 

"*  merways,  and  wilfully  err  after  this 
•*  repentance  5  for,  in  this  cafe,  the  Di- 

*  vine  goodnefs  will  look  upon  itfelf  as 
«  mocked  by  you,  and  will  withdraw  it- 

*  feif  from  you ;-  and  more  dreadful  will 
'  your  ftate  then  be,  than  if  you  hadne- 
«  ver  repented :  the  other,  that  you  don't 

*  defpair  of  the  Divine  mercy,  which  has 
«  fo  evidently  manifelted  itfelf  in  your 
'  favour,  and  has  awakened  you  out  of 

<  your  deplorable  lethargy,  without  thofe 
'  marp  medicines  and  operations,  which 

<  others,  and  perhaps  not  more  faulty 
-'  perfor.s,  have  fuffered.      But  go  on 

'  cheerfully  in  the  happy  path  which  you 

*  have  begun  to  tread.    Depend  upon  it, 
'  you  are  now  in  the  right  way,  and  turn 

*  not  either  to  the  right-hand  or  to  the 

*  left :   for  the  reward  is  before  you,  in 
'  reputation  and  a  good  fame  in  this  life, 

*  and  everlafting  felicity  beyond  it. 

*  Your  letter  is  that  of  a  ienfible  wo- 

*  man,  as  I  always  thought  you,  and  of 
'  a  truly  contrite  one,  as  I  hope  you  will 
'  approve  yourfelf  to  be  5  and  I  the  rather 
'  hope  it,  becaufe  I  mall  be  always  de- 

*  firous,  then,  of  taking  every  opportu- 
'  nity  that  offers  to  me  of  doing  you  real 

*  fervice,  as  well  with  regard  to  your 


*  prefent  as  future  life  :  for  I  am,  good 
1  Mrs.  Jewkes,  ;is   I   now  hope  I  may 

*  call  you,  jour  Iwing  friend  to  feriJe 

*  you, 

<  P.  B.* 


Whatever  good  books  the  worthy  Mr. 
Peters  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  recom- 
mend to  you,  and  for  thofe  under 
your  direftion,  lend  for  them  either 
to  Lincoln,  or  Stamford,  orGran- 
tham,  as  you  can  get  them,  and  place 
them  to  my  account :  and  may  they 
be  the  effectual  means  of  confirming 
you  and  them  in  ihe  good  way  you 
are  in  !  I  have  done  as  much  for  all 
litre  !  and,  I  hope,  to  no  bad  effect : 
for  I  fhall  now  tell  them,  by  Mrs. 
Jervis,  if  there  be  occaiion,  that  I 
hope  they  \vill  not  let  me  be  out-done 
in  Bedfordshire,  by  Mrs.  Jewkes  in 
Lincolnihire  ;  but  that  the  fervants 
of  both  houfes  may  do  credit  to  the 
belt  of  mailers.  Adieu,  gout  wo- 
man !  as  OIKC  more  I  take  pleafure 
to  Itile  you.' 


Thus,  my  good  lady,  have  I  obeyed 
you,  in  tranfcribingthde  two  letters.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  your  lady  {hip's  twelve 
articles.  As  to  the 

1.  I  will   oblige  your  lady/hip,   as  I 
have  opportunity,   in  my  future  letters, 
with  fuch  accounts  of  my  dear  lady's  fa- 
vour and  goodnefs  to  me,  as  I  think  will 
be  acceptable  to  you,  and  to  the  nobk 
ladies  you  mention. 

2.  I   am   extremely  delighted,   that 
your  ladyfhip  thinks  fo  well  of  my  dear 
honelt  parents  :    indeed  they  are  good 
people,  and  ever  had  minds  that  fet  them 
above  low  and  fordid  actions ;  and  God 
and  your  good  brother  has  rewarded  them 
moft  amply  in  this  world,  which  is  more 
than  they  ever  expected,  after  a  feries  of 
unprofperoufnefs  in  all  they  undertook. 

Your  ladyfhip  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
people  in  upper  life  love  to  fee  how  plain 
nature  operates  in  honeft  minds,  who 
have  hardly  any  thing  elfe  for  their  guide  j 
and  if  I  might  not  be  thought  to  defcend 
too  low foryour  ladyfhip" s  attention,  (for 
as  to  mylelf,  I  mall,  I  hope,  always  look 
back  with  pleafure  to  what  I  was,  in  or- 
der to  increafe  my  thankfulnefs  for  what 
I  am)  I  would  give  you  a  fcene  of  re- 
fignation,  and  contented  poverty,  of  which 
otherwife  your  laclyfliip  can  hardly  have 
a  notion.  I  <will  give  it,  becaufe  it  will 
be  a  fcene  of  nature,  however  low,  which 

your 
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your  ladyfhip  loves,  and  it  fhall  not  tire 
you  by  it's  length. 

It  was  upon  occafion  of  a  great  lofs 
and  difappointment  which  happened  to 
my  dear  parents:  (for  though  they  were 
never  high  in  life,  yet  they  were  not  al- 
ways fo  low  as  my  honoured  lady  found 
them,  when  fne  took  me)  my  poor  father 
came  home  ;  and  as  the  lofs  was  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  that  he  could  not  keep  it  from 
my  mother,  he  took  her  hand,  I  remem- 
ber well,  and  laid,  after  he  had  acquaint- 
ed her  with  it — '  Come,  my  dear,  let  us 
take  comfort,  that  we  did  for  the  bjeft. 
We  left  the  iffue  to  Providence,  as  we 
ought,  and  that  has  turned  it  as  it  pleaf- 
ed  j  and  we  muft  be  content,  though 
not  favoured  as  we  wifhed.     All  the 
bufmefs  is,  our  lot  is  not  call  feu-  this 
life.    Let  us  refign  ourfelves  to  the  Di- 
vine will,  and  continue  to  do  our  duty, 
and   this  fhort  life  will  foon  *be  patt. 
Our  troubles  will  be  quicklyoverblown ; 
and  we  fliall  be  happy  in  a  better,  I 
make  no  doubt.1 

Then  my  dear  mother  threw  her  kind 
arms  about  his  neck,  and  faid  with  tears 
— '  God's  will  be  done,  my  dear  love  ! 
All  cannot  be  rich  and  happy.     I  am 
contented,  and  had  rather  fay,  I  have 
a  poor  honeft  hufband,  than  a  guilty  rich 
one.     What  fignifies  repining  :  let  the 
world  go  as  it  will,  we  mail  have  our 
length  and  our  breadth  at  laft.     And 
Providence,  I  make  no  doubt,  will  be 
a  better  friend  to  our  good  girl  here, 
becaufe  me  is  good,  than  we  could  be, 
if  this  had  not  happened,'  pointing  to 
me,  who,   then  about  eleven  years  old, 
(for  it  was  before  my  lady  took  me)  fat 
weeping  in  the  chimney-corner,   over  a 
few  dying  embers  of  a  lire,  at  their  mov- 
ing expreffions. 

I  arofe,  and  kitting  both  their  hands, 
and  bleffing  them,  faid — 'And  this  length 
and  breadth,  my  dear  parents,  will  be 
one  day,  all  that  the  rich  and  the  great 
can  poffefs  ;   and,  it  may  be,  their  un- 
gracious heirs  will  trample  upon  their 
afhes,  and  rejoice  they  are -gone  :  while 
fuch  a  poor  girl  as  I,  am  honouring 
the  memories  of  mine,  who  in  their 
good  names,  and  good  leffons  will  have 
left  me  the  beft  of  portions.' 
And  then  they  both  hugged  their  prat- 
ing girl  to  their  fond  bofoms,  by  turns 5 
and  all  three  were  fo  filled  with  comfort 
in  one  another,  that  after  joining  in  a 
grateful  hymn,  v/e  went  to  bed  (what 


though  fupperlefs  perhaps  ?)  with  fuch 
true  joy,  that  very  few  of  the  rich  and 
great  can  have  any  idea  of  it ;  I  to  my 
loft,  and  they  to  their  rufti- floor1  d  cleanly 
bed-room.  And  we  have  had  fweet 
.ileep,  aad  dreams  fo  pleal'ant,  that  we 
have  reaped  greater  pleasures,  in  repeat- 
ing .them  one  to  another,  at  our  nextlei- 
fure-hour,  than,  poillbly,  we  fliould  have 
received,  had  we  enjoyed  the  comforts 
we  wanted. 

And,  truly,  I  mull  needs  fay,  that 
while  the  virtuous  poor  can  be  bleiled 
with  fuch  fweet  enjoyments  as  thefe,  in 
contented  minds  all  day,  and  in  fouffci 
ileep  at  night,  I  don't  know  whether  they 
have  not  more,  even  of  this  world's  plea- 
fures,  than  the  abounding  rich  :  and 
while  the  hours  of  night  bear  fo  near  a 
proportion  to  thofe  of  the  day,  may  not 
fuch  be  faid,  even  at  the  worit,  to  pafs  at 
leaft  half  their  lives  with  more  comfort 
than  many  times  the  voluptuous  and  dif- 
tem-pered  great  can  pretend  to  know  ? 

For  a  farther  proof  that  honejl  poverty 
is  not  fuch  a  deplorable  thing  as  fome 
people  imagine,  let  me  nfk,  what  pleafure 
can  thofe  over-happy  perfons  know,  who 
from  the  luxury  of  their  taftes,  and  their 
affluent  circumitances,  always  eat  before 
they  are  hungry,  and  drink  before  they 
are  thirfty  ?  This  may  be  illuftrated  by 
the  inftance  of  a  certain  caitern  monarch, 
who,  as  I  have  read,  marching  at  the 
head*  of  a  vait  army  through  a  wide  ex- 
tended defarty  which  afforded  neither  ri- 
ver nor  fpring,  for  the  firft  time,  found 
himfelf  (in  common  with  his  foldiers) 
overtaken  by  a  craving  thiril,  which  made 
him  wim  for,  and  pant  after  a  cup  of  wa- 
ter. And  when  at  laft,  after  diligent 
and  diftant  fearch,  one  of  his  foldiers 
found  a  little  dirty  puddle,  and  carried 
him  fome  of  the  filthy  water  in  his  nafty 
helmet;  the  monarch,  greedily  fwallow- 
ing  it,  cried  out,  that  in  all  his  life  he 
never  tafted  fo  fweet  a  draught ! 

But  when  I  talk  or  write  of  my  wor- 
thy parents,  how  I  run  on  ! — Excufe  me, 
my  good  lady;  and  don't  think  me,  in 
this  refpecl,  too  much  like  the  cat  in  the 
fable  *,  turned  into  a  fine  lady  ;  forme- 
thinks,  though  I  would  never  forget  what 
I  was,  yet  I  would  be  thought  to  know 
bow,  gratefully  to  enjoy  my  prefent  hnp- 
pinefs,  as  well  wi'th  regard  to  my  obli- 
gations to  GOD,  as  to  your  dear  brother. 
But  let  me  proceed  to  your  lady/hip's 
third  particular. 


*  See  /Efop's  Fables. 


3.  And 
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3.  And  you  cannot  Imagine,  Madam, 
how  much  you  have  fet  my  heart  at  reft, 
when  you  tell  me,  that  my  dear  Mr.  B. 
gave  me  a  juft  narrative  of  this  affair  with 
Mifs  Godfrey  :  for,  when  your  ladyfhip 
defired  to  know  hew  he  had  recounted 
that  ftory,  left  you  mould  make  a  mif- 
underftancling  between  us  unawares,  I 
did  not  know  what  to  think.  I  was 
afraid  fome  blood  had  been  fhed  on  the 
occaiion  by  him  :  for  the  lady  was  ruined, 
and  as  to  her,  nothing  could  have  hap- 
pened worfe.  And  the  regard  I  have  for 
Mr.  B.'s  future  happincfs,  which  in  my 
Aiiftant  fupplications  for  him  in  private, 
cofts  me  many  a  tear,  gave  me  great  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  not  a  little  unaafmefs. 
But  as  your  ladyfhip  tells  me  that  he  gave 
me  a  juft  account,  I  am  happy  again. 

What  makes  one,  my  dear  lady,  in  our 
moft  profperous  condition,  be  always  in- 
termingling one's  fears  of  what  may  be\ 
whereby  one  robs  one's  felf  of  the  plea- 
fure  of  one's  beft  worldly  enjoyments? — 
Is  this  apprehenfiver:f  L? ,  docs  your  lady- 
ihip  think,  implanted  in  our  natures  for 
wile  and  good  ends,  that  we  may  not 
think  ourfelves  fo  happy  here,  as  tocaufe 
us  to  forget  that  there  is  a  better,  and 
more  perfectly  happy  ftate,  which  we 
ought  to  afpire  after  ?  I  believe  it  is  :  and 
if  fo,  what  an  ufeful  monitor  do  we  carry 
about  us,  that  mall  make,  us  confider  and 
reflect,  when  inprofperity;  and  in  adver- 
fity  teach  us  to  bear  up  to  hopes  of  a  hap- 
pier lot !  Thus  it  is  laid  by  Mr.  Norris, 
in  his  translation  of  one  of  Horace's  Odes, 

Belife  and  fpiritwhen  fortune  proves  unkind, 
And  fummon  up  the  vigour  of  thy  mind, 
But  when  thou'rt  driven  by  too  officious  gale«, 
Be  wife,  and  gather  in  the  fwelling  fails. 

I  now  come  to  your  ladymip's  fourth 
particular. 

And  highly  delighted  I  am  for  having 
obtained  your  approbation  of  my  conduce 
to  the  child,  as  well  as  of  my  behaviour 
towards  the  dear  gentleman,  on  the  un- 
happy lady's  fcore.  Your  lady fhip's  wife 
intimations  about  having  the  child  with 
me,make  due  impreffion  upon  me;  and  I 
feeinthem,withgTatefulpieafure,yourtm- 
rnerited  regard  for  me.  Yet,  I  don't  know 
how  his,  but  I  have  conceived  a  ftrange 
paliion  for  this  dear  baby  :  I  cannot  but 
look  upon  her  poor  mamma  as  my  fifter 
in  point  of  trial:  and  mail  not  the  pro- 
fperous -Hfter  pity  and  love  the  poor  dear 


fifter,  that:,  in  fo  flippery  a  palh,  has./*//* », 
whileyft?  had  the  happinefs  to  keep  her 
feet  ? 

No  doubt,  Mifs  Godfrey  loved  virtue, 
and  preferred  it  to  all  confiderations  :  'tis 
plain  me  did  even  after  her  fall — when, 
as  I  have  obferved  in  the  papers  *  I  fent 
your  ladyfhip,  me  could  leave  country, 
parents,  friends,  and  the  man  of  all 
others  me  loved  beft,  and  feek  a  new  for- 
tune, run  the  danger  of  the  feas,  and  per- 
haps the  hazards  of  meeting  with  wori'e 
men,  rather  than  trufttoherown  ftrength, 
where  it  had  once  fo  unhappily  failed  her. 
w-What  a  love  of  virtue  for  virtue's  fake 
is  this  ?  I  know  not  who  could  have  a6\ed 
up  to  this  part  of  her  character. 

The  reft  of  your  lady/hip's  articles  give 
tne  the  greateft  pkafure  and  fatisfaflion  j 
and  if  I  can  but  continue  my  felf  in  the 
favour  of  your  dear  brother,  and  improve 
in  that  of  his  noble  fifter,  how  happy 
fhail  I  be  !  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  defervc 
both.  And  I  hope  your  ladyfnip  will 
take  as  an  inftance  that  I  will,  the  cheer- 
ful obedience  which  I  pay  to  your  com- 
mands, in  writing  to  fo  fine  a  judge, 
fuch  crude  and  indigefted  fluff,  as  other- 
wife  I  ought  to  be  afhamed  to  lay  before 
you. 

I  am  impatient  for  the  honour,  which 
your  ladyfhip  makes  me  hope  for,  of  your 
prefence  here  :  and  yet  I  perplex  myfelf 
with  the  fear  of  appearing  fo  unworthy 
in  your  eye  when  near  you,  as  to  fuffer 
in  your  opinjon  ;  but  I  promife  myfelf, 
that  however  this  maybe  the  cafe  on  your 
firft  vifit,  I  mall  be  fomuch  improved  by 
the  benefits  I  (hall  reap  from  yourleifons 
and  good  example,  that  whenever  I  fliall 
be  favoured  with  zfecond,  you  mail  have 
fewer  faults  to  find  with  me  j  tillj  as  I 
fhall  be  more  and  more  favoured,  I  lhall 
in  time  be  juft  what  your  ladyfnip  will 
wifh  me  to  be,  and,  of  confequence,  more 
worthy  than  I  am  of  the  honour  of  ftiling 
myfelf  jour  ladyjhip's  moji  bumble  and 
obedient  fer'vant. 

P.  B. 

LETTER     XXI. 

FROM  MISS  DARNFORD.    IN  ANSWER 
TO  MRS.  B/S,  P.  334-. 

MY   DEAR   MRS.  B. 

YOU  are  highly  obliging  to  me  in 
expreffing  fo  warmly  your  wifhes 
to  have  me  with  you.     I  know  not  any 


*  Set  Vol.  II.  p.  ato. 
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body  in  this  world,  out  of  our  own  fa- 
mily, in  whofe  company  I  mould  be  hap- 
pier :  but  my  papa  won't  part  with  me,  I 
think ;  though  I  have  fecured  my  mamma 
in  my  interelt;  and  I  know  Nancy  would 
be  giad  of  my  abfence,  becaufe  the  dear 
perverfely  envious  thinks  me  more  va- 
lued thanyfo  is  5  and  yet,  foolifh  girl,  me 
don't  conhder,  that  if  her  envy  be  well- 
grounded,!  mould  return  with  more  than 
double  advantages  to  what  I  now  have, 
improved  by*  your  charming  converfa- 
tion. 

My  papa  affe&s  to  be  in  a  fearful  pet 
at  your  lecturing  of  him  fo  juftly;  for 
my  mamma  would  mew  him  the  letter  j 
and  he  fays  he  will  pofitively  demand  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  Mr.  B.  for  your  treating  him 
fo  freely.  And  yet  he  mall  hardly  think 
him,  he  fays,  on  a  rank  with  him,  unlefs 
Mr.  B.  will,  on  occafion  of  the  new  com- 
mifiion,  take  out  his  Dedimus :  and  then 
if  he  will  bring  you  down  to  Lincoln- 
mire,  and  join  with  him  to  commit  you 
prifoner  for  a  month  at  the  Hall,  all  mall 
be  well. 

It  is  very  obliging  in  Mr.  B.  to  join  in 
your  kind  invitation  :  but — yet  I  am  loth 
to  fay  it  to  you — the  character  of  your 
worthy  gentleman,  I  doubt,  ftands  a  little 
in  the  way  with  my  papa;  for  he  will  have 
it,  that  he  is  juft  fuch  a  rake  as  is  to  be 
liked  by  a  lady;  one  that  faves  common 
Appearances,  and  that's  all;  and  is  too 
bandfome,  too  witty,  and  too  enterpqjfm^, 
for  N  any  honeft.nian>  that's  Sir  Simon's 
phrafe,  to  triifi  his  daughter  with. 

My  mamma  pleaded  his  being  mar- 
ried.— '  Ads-dines,  Madam,'  -fa id  he, 

*  what  of  all  that !   What  married  man, 
'  when  a  pretty  girl's  in  the  way,  minds 
'  his  wife,  except  me  has  made  him  fland 
'  in  fear  of  her  ?  and  that's  far  from  the 
'  cafe  here.   Why,  I  tell  you,'  added  his 
peevifh  highnefs,  '  if  our  Polly  mould 
'  happen  to  flip,'  (I  thank  him  for  his 
fuppofition)  «  he'd  make  his  lady  nurfe 
'  both  her  and  the  bajtard,  (another  of 

*  his  polite  exprefiions)  if  he  had  a  mind 

*  to  it,  and  (he  durft  not  refufe  him.  And 

*  would  you  truft  fuch  a  fprightly  girl  as 

*  Polly,  in  the  houfe  with  fuch  a  fellow 
'  as  that?' 

Thefe,  it  feems,  were  his  words  and  his 
feafonings:  I  thank  him  for  his  opinion 
of  his  daughter.  It  becomes  not  me  to 
fay,  by  what  rules  my  papa  judges  of 
mankind;  rules,  however,  that  are  not 
much  to  the  credit  of  bis  fex:«— but  i; 
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made  me  put  on  very  grave  airs  when  I 
came  to  f upper,  (for  after  this  repulfe, 
and  the  realbns  given  for  it,  I  pretended 
indifpofition,  not  to  dine  with  my  papa, 
being  half-vexed,  and  half-afraid  of 
his  raillery)  and  he  faid — *  Why,  how 

*  now,  Polly!    What!    in  the  iullens, 

*  girl  ?'    I  faid,  I  mould  have  hoped,  that 
I  never  gave  my  papa  caufe  to  fuipecl:  my 
conduct,  and  that  he  would  nave  had  a 
better  opinion  of  the  force  which  the 
example  and  precepts  of  my  good  mam- 
ma had  upon  me. 

1  Not  your  papa's   example   then — 

*  Very  well,  faucebox,Iunderitand  you.* 

f  But,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  I  hope,  if  I  may 
(  not  go  to  Bedfordfhire,  you'll  permit 

*  me  to  go  to  London,  when  Mrs.  B» 
•<  goes.' 

«  No,'  faid  he, '  pofitively  no  !' 

4  Well,  Sir,  I  have  done.  I  could  hope, 

*  however,  you  would  enable  ma  to  give 

*  a  better  realbn  to  good  Mrs.  B.  why  J 
'  am  not  permitted  to  accept  of  the  kind 

*  invitation,  than  that  which  I  undcr- 
'  ftand  you  have  been  pleaf^d  to  aflign.' 

He  iluck  his  hands  in  his  fides,  with 
his  ufual  humorous  pofitiver.efs — '  Why 
(  then  tell  her,  me  is  a  very  fancy  lady, 
'  for  her  laft  letter  to  you ;  and  her  lord 
f  and  malter  is  not  to  be  trufted ;  and  it 
'  is  my  abfolute  will  and  pleafure  that 
'  you  afk  me  no  more  queftions  about 

*  it.' 

f  I  will  very  faithfully  make  this  re- 
'  port, Sir.' — 'Dofo.' — And  fo  I  have* 
—And  your  poor  Polly  Darnford  is 
difappointed  of  one  of  the  greateft  plea- 
fures  me  could  have  had. 

I  can't  help  it — And  if  you  truly  pity 
me,  I  can  put  you  in  a  way  to  make  me 
eajier  under  the  difappointment,  thap 
otherwife  I  can  poflibly  bej  and  that 
is,  to  favour  me  with  an  epiitolary  conver- 
fation,  fince  I  am  denied  a  perfonal  onej 
and  this  my  mamma  joins  with  me  to  re- 
queft  of  you;  and  particularly,  to  let  us 
know  how  Lady  Davers's  firft  vifit  pafles  j 
which  Mrs.  Peters  and  Mrs.  Jones,  who 
know  my  lady  fo  well,  likewife  long  to 
hear.  And  this  will  make  us  the  beft 
amends  in  your  power  for  the  lofs  of  your 
good  neighbourhood,  v/hich  we  had  all 
promifed  to  oxufelves. 

This  denial  of  my  papa  conies  out, 
fince  I  wrote  the  above,  to  be  principally 
owing  to  a  propofal  made  him  of  an  hum  - 
ble  fervant  to  one  of  his  daughters  :  he 
won't  fay  which,  he  tells  us,  in  his  ufual 
humorous 
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humorous  way,  left  we  mould  fall  out ' 
about  it. 

4  1  iuppofe,'  I  tell  him,  '  the  young 
'  gentleman  is  to  pick  and  chooie  which 
*  of  the  two  he  likes  heft.1  But  be  he  a 
duke  'tis  all  one  to  Polly,  if  he  be  not 
fbmething  above  our  common  Lincoln- 
ihire  clafs  of  fox-hunters. 

I  have  fliewu  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters 
your  letter.  They  admire  you  beyond 
expreflionj  and  Mr.  Peters  fays,  he  does 
not  know,  that  ever  he  did  any  thing  in 
his  life,  that  gave  him  fo  much  inward 
reproach,  as  his  denying  you  the  pro- 
tection of  his  family,  which  Mr.  Wil- 
liams *  fought  to  move  him  to  afford  you, 
when  you  were  confined  at  the  Hall,  be- 
fore Mr.B.  came  down  to  you,  with  his 
heart  bent  on  mifchief  j  and  all  he  com- 
forts himfelf  with  is,  that  that  very  de- 
nial, as  well  as  the  other  hardfhips  you 
have  met  with,  were  neceffary  to  bring- 
about  that  work  of  Providence  which  was 
fo  reward  your  unexampled  virtue. 

Yet,  he  fays,  he  doubts  He  mall  not  be 
thought  excufable  by  you,  who  are  fo 
exa<5l  in  jour  own  duty,  fmce  he  had  the 
unhappinefs  to  lofe  fuch  an  opportunity 
to  have  done  honour  to  his  function,  had 
he  had  the  fortitude  to  have  done  his;  and 
he  begged  of  me,  fome  how  or  other,  and 
at  fome  time  or  other,  to  hint  his  concern 
to  you  on  this  head  ;  and  to  exprefs  his 
hopes,  that  neither  religion  nor  his  cloth 
may  fuffer  in  your  opinion,  for  the  fault 
of  one  of  it's  prorelTors,  who  never  was 
wanting  in  hi^  duty  fo  much  before. 

He  had  it  often  upon  his  mind,  he  fays, 
to  write  to  you  on  this  veiy  fubjeft;  but 
he  had  not  ihe  courage;  and  befides,  did 
not  know  how  Mr.  B.  might  take,  it,  if 
he  mould  fee  that  letter,  as  the  cafe  had 
iuch  delicate  circumftances  in  it,  that  in 
blaming  himfelf,  as  he  ffyould  very  freely 
have  done,  he  muft,  by  implication,  have 
caft  ftiil  greater  blame  wpon  him. 

Mr.  Peters  is  certainly  a  very  good 
mail,  and  my  favourite  for  that  r,eafon  j 
and  I  hopejott,  who  could  fo  eafily  for- 
give the  late  wicked,  but  now  penitent 
Jewkes,  will  overlook  with  kindnefs  a 
fault  in  a  good  man,  which  proceeded 
more  from  pufillanimity  and  conftituticn, 
than  from  want  of  principle  :  for  once, 
talking  of  it  to  my  mamma,  before  me, 
he  accufed  himfelf  on  this  fcore,  to  her, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes.  She,  good  lady, 


would  have  given  you  this  protection  at 
Mr.  Williams's  defue ;  but  wanted  the 
power  to  do  it. 

So  you  fee,  my  dear  Mrs,  B.  how  your 
virtue  has  foamed  every  one  into  fuch  a 
fenfe  of  what  they  ought  to  have  done, 
that  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  are  feek- 
ing  to  make  excufes  for  paft  minbeha- 
viour,  and  to  promife  future  amendment, 
like  penitent  fubjecls  returning  to  their 
duty  to  their  conquering  ibvereign,  after 
fome  unworthy  defection. 

Happy,  happy  lady !  May  you  ever  be 
fo!  May  you  always  convert  your  ene- 
mies, invigorate  the  lukewarm,  and  every 
day  multiply  your  friends,  wifliesj0«r 
moft  affectionate 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

P.  S.  How  I  rejoice  in  the  joy  of  your 
honeft  parents  !  God  blefs  'em !  I  am 
g'lad  Lady  Davers  is  fo  wife.  Every 
one  I  have  named  defire  their  beft  re- 
fpecls.  Let  me  hear  from  you  oftener, 
and  omit  not  the  minuteft  thing  :  for 
every  line  of  yours  carries  inftru&ion 
with  it. 


LETTER     XXIL 


FROM  SIR  SIMON   DARNFORD  TO 


MR.  B. 


-4 


LITTLE  did  I  think  I  ftiould  ever 
have  occafion  to  make  a  formal 
complaint  againft  a  perfon  very  dear  to 
you,  and  whq  I  believe  deferves  to  be  fo; 
but  don't  let  her  be  fo  proud  and  fo  vain 
of  obliging  and  pleafingyou,  as  to  make 
her  not  care  how  me  affronts  every-body 
elfe. 

The  peffbn  is  no  other  than  the  wife 
of  your  bofom,  who  has  taken  fuch  li- 
berties with  me,  as  ought  not  to  be  taken, 
and  fought  to  turn  my  own  child  againft 
me,  and  make  a  dutiful  girl  a  rebel. 

If  people  will  let  up  for  virtue,  and  all 
that,  let  'em  be  uniformly  virtuous,  or  1 
would  not  give  a  farthing  for  their  pre- 
tences. 

Here  I  have  beeen  plagued  with  gouts, 
rheumatifms,  and  namelefs  diforders, 
ever  fmce  you  left  us,  which  have  made 
me  call  for  a  little  more  attendance  than 
ordinary;  and  I  had  reafon  to  think 


*  See  Vol.  I.  p,  86« 
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inyfelf  flighted,  where  an  indulgent  fa- 
ther can  leallbearto  befo,  that  is,  where 
he  moft  loves;  and  that  by  young  up- 
ftarts,  who  are  growing  up  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  thof'e  pleafures  which  have  run 
away  from  me,  fleeting  rafcals  as  they 
are  !*  before  I  was  willing  to  part  with 
them.     And  I  rung  and  rung,  and— 
'  Where's  Polly?'  (for  I  honour  the  flut 
•with  too  much  of  my  notice,)  f  Where's 
'  Polly  ?'  was  all  my  cry,  to  every  one 
who  came  up  to  aflc  what  I  rung  for.  And, 
at  laft,  in  burft  the  pert  baggage,  with 
an  air  of  affurance,  as  if  me  thought  all 
muft  be  well  the  moment  fhe  appeared, 
with — '  Do  you  want  me,  papa?' 
'  Do  I  want  you,  Confidence  !  Yes,  I 
do.     Where  have  you  been  thefe  two 
hours,  that  you  never  came  near  me, 
when  you  knew  'twas  my  time  to  have 
my  foot  rubbed,  which  gives  me  mor- 
tal pain  ?'     For  you  muft  underftand, 
Mr.  i>.  that  nobody's  hand's  ib  ibft  as 
Polly's. 

She  gave  me  a  fancy  anfwer,  as  I  was 
diipofed  to  think  it,  fcecaufe  I  had  juft 
then  a  twinge,  that  I  could  fcarce  bear; 
for  pain  is  a  plaguy  thing  to  a  man  of 
my  lively  fpirits.  Why  with  a  pox  to  it, 
cannot  it  go  androufe  up  ibme  ftupid  le- 
thargick  rafcal,  whole  blood  is  ready  to 
ilagnate  ?  There  it  might  do  fome  good; 
and  not  make  an  honeft  man  miferable 
as  it  does  me,  who  want  noneofit'spun- 
gent  helps  to  feeling. 

She  gave  me,  I  lay,  a  carelefs  anfwer, 
and  turned  upon  her  heel ;  and  not  com- 
ing to  me  at  my  firft  word,  I  flung  a  book, 
which  I  had  in  my  hand,  at  her  head. 

This  the  boldface  (girls  now-a-days 
make  nothing  of  expofing  their  indul- 
gent parents)  has  mentioned  in  a  letter  to 
your  lady  ;  and  me  has  abufed  me  upon 
it  m  fitch  a  manner ! — Well,  if  you  don't 
take  fome  courie  with  her,  I  muft  with 
you,  that's  pofitive ;  and,  young  as  you 
are,  and  a  cripple  as  I  am,  I'll  Hump  to 
an  appointed  place,  to  procure  to  myfelf 
the  lati^faction  of  a  man  of  honour. 

Your  lady  has  written  to  Polly  what 
fie  would  have  laid  to  me  on  this  occa- 
fion.  She  has  reflected  upon  me  for  not 
reading  a  book  of  mortification,  when  I 
was  labouring  under  fo  great  a  lenfe  of 
it,  and  confined  to  .my  elbow-chair  in 
one  room,  whom  lately  half  a  dozen  coun- 
tries could  hardly  have  contained  :  fhe 
has  put  it  into  Polly's  head  to  fling  this 
very  book  at  her  fitter's  litad,  in  imita- 


tion of  my  example,  and  hopes  Nancy 
will  fling  it  at  fomebody's  elfe,  till  it 
goes  all  round  the  houfe :  me  reproaches 
me  for  making  no  better  ufe  or  a  good. 
book,  as  fhe  calls  Rabelais's  Pantagruel, 
which  I  innocently  was  reading,  to  make 
me  the  more  cheerfully  bear  my  misfor- 
tune ;  and  runs  on  a  pack  of  ftuff  about 
my  Polly's  eyes,  and  fkin,  and  I  don't 
know  what,  on  purpofe  to  fill  the  girl 
with  notions  of  what  don't  belong  to  her, 
in  order  to  make  her  proud  aiid  faucy  ; 
and  then,  to  infpire  her  with  infolence 
to  me,  runs  on  with  iuppofitions  of  what 
harm  I  might  have  done  her,  had  the 
book  bruifed  her  face,  or  put  out  her1 
eyes,  and  fo  forth  :  as  if  our  daughters 
eyes  were  not  our  own  eyes,  their  brazen 
faces  our  brazen  faces ;  at  leaft  till  we 
can  find  fomebody  to  take  them,  and  all 
the  reft  of  their  trumpery,  off  our  hands, 
Saucy  baggages  !  who  have  neither  fouls 
nor  fenfes  but  what  they  have  borrowed 
from  us ;  and  whofe  very  bones,  and  the 
fkin  that  covers  them,  fo  much  their  pride 
and  their  ornament,  are  fo  many  parts  of 
our  own  undervalued  fkin  and  bones  ; 
for  our  fkins  are  only  more  wrinkledj 
by  taking  pains  to  make  theirs  fmooth. 

Nay,  this  fine  lady  of  yours,  this  pa- 
ragon of  meeknefs  and  humility,  in  fo 
many  words,  bids  me,  or,  which  isworfe, 
tells  my  own  daughter  to  bid  me,  never 
to  take  a  book  in  my  hands  again,  if  I 
won't  make  a  better  ufe  of  it : — and  yet, 
what  better  ufe  can  an  offended  father 
make  of  the  beft  books,  than  to  correct 
a  rebellious  child  with  them,  and  oblige 
a  faucy  daughter  to  jump  into  her  duty 
all  at  once  ? 

Then,  pray,  Sir,  do  you  allow  your 
lady  to  beg  prefents  from  gentlemen  ? — 
This  is  a  tender  point  to  touch  upon  s 
but  you  fliall  know  all,  I  am  refolved* 
For  here  fhe  fends  to  defire  me  to  make 
her  a  prefent  of  this  very  book,  and  pro- 
mifes  to  fend  me  another  as  good. 

Come,  come,  Sir,  thefe  are  no  jefting 
matters  ;  for  is  it  not  a  fad  thing  to  think 
ofj  that  ladies,  let  them  be  young  or  old, 
well-married  or  ill-married,  cannot  live 
without  intrigue  ?  And  here,  if  I  were 
not  a  very  honeft  man,  and  your  friend, 
and  refolded  to  be  a  virtuous  man  too, 
in  fpite  of  temptation,  one  does  not  know 
what  might  be  the  confequence  of  fuch 
a  correfpondence  as  is  here  begun,  or  ra- 
ther defired  to  be  begun  5  for  I  have  too 
much  honour  to  give  into  it,  for  your 
Xx  fakcj 
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fake  j  and  I  hope  you'll  think  yourfelf 
much  obliged  to  me.  I  know  the  time 
that  I  have  improved  a  more  myfterious 
hint  than  this,  into  all  that  I  had  a  mind 
to  make  of  it.  And  it  may  be  very  hap- 
py for  you,  neighbour,  that  I  muji  and 
ijuill  be  virtuous,  let  the  temptation  be 
from  whom  it  will  :  for  the  fineftlady  in 
the  world  is  nothing  to  me  now — in  this 
my  reformed  ftate. 

But  this  not  all :  Mrs.  B.  goes  on  to 
reflect  upon  me  for  making  her  blufh 
formerly,  and  laying  things  before  my 
daughters,  that,  truly,  I  ought  to  be 
afhamed  to  fay  j  and  then  avows  malice 
and  revenge,  and  all  that.  Why,  Sir, 
why,  neighbour,  are  thefe  things  to  be 
borne  ? — Do  you  allow  your  lady  to  let 
up  for  a  general  corrector  of  every  body's 
morals  but  your  own  ? — Do  you  allow 
her  to  condemn  the  only  intrances  of 
wit  that  remain  to  this  generation ;  that 
dear  polite  double  entendre,  which  keeps 
alive  the  attention,  ar\d  quickens  theap- 
prehenfion,  of  the  beft  companies  in  the 
world,  and  is  the  fait,  the  fauce,  which 
gives  a  poignancy  to  ail  our  genteeler  en- 
tertainments ? 

Very  fine,  truly  !  that  more  than  half 
the  world  fhall  be  fhut  out  of  fociety, 
(hall  be  precluded  their  (hare  of  conver- 
fationamongftthegayand  polite  of  both 
(exes,  were  your  lady  to  have  her  wiil ! 
Let  her  firft  find  people  wh®  can  ftipport 
a  converfation  with  wit  and  good  ftnfe 
like  her  own,  and  thenfomething  may  be 
laid  :  but  till  then,  I  pofitively  fay,  and 
will  fwear  upon  occalion,  that  double  en- 
tendre fhall  not  be  banifhed  from  our 
tables  5  and  where  this  won't  raife  a 
blufh,  or  create  a  laugh,  we  will  be  at  li- 
berty, if  we  pleafe,  for  all  Mrs.  B.  and 
her  new-fangled  motions,  to  force  the 
one  and  the  other  by  ftill  plainer  hints  j 
and  let  her  help  herfelf  how  (he  can. 

Thus,  Sir,  you  find  my  complaints 
are  of  a  high  nature,  regarding  the  quiet 
of  a  family,  the  duty  of  a  child  to  a  pa- 
rent, the  advances  of  a  married  lady  to  a 
gentleman  who  is  refolved  to  be  virtuous, 
and  the  freedom  and  "politeneis  of  con- 
verfation; in  all  which  points  your  lady 
has  greatly  offended  ;  and  I  infill  upon 
fatisfaclion  from  you,  or  fuch  a  correc- 
tion of  the  fair  tranigreflbr,  as  is  in  your 
power  to  inflict,  and  which  may  prevent 
worfe  confequences  from  your  offended 
friend  and  fir  <v  ant, 

SiMON  DARiiFORDY 


LETTER    XXIII. 

FROM  MR.  B.   IN  ANSWER  TO  THE 
PRECEDING  ONE.  - 

DEAR    SIR    SIMON, 

YO  U  cannot  but  believe,  that  I  was 
much  furprifed  at  your  letter, 
complaining  of  the  behaviour  of  my  wife. 
I  could  no  more  have  expected  fuch  a 
complaint  from  fuch  a  gentleman,  than 
I  could,  that  (he  would  have  deferved  it : 
and  I  am  very  lorry  on  both  accounts, 
I  have  talked  to  her  in  futh  a  wanner* 
that,  I  dare  fay,  me  will  never  give  you 
like  caufeto  appeal  to  me. 

It  happened,  that  the  criminal  herfelf 
received  your  letter  from  her  fervant, 
and  brought  it  to  me  in  my  clofet ;  and, 
making  her  honours,  (for  I  can't  fay  but 
flic  is  very  obliging  to  me,  though  fhe 
takes  fuch  fancy  freedoms  with  my 
friends)  away  fhe  tript ;  and  I,  inquir- 
ing for  her",  when,  with  furprife,  as  you 
may  believe,  I  had  read  your  charge, 
found  fhe  was  gone  to  vifit  a  poor  fick 
neighbour  ;  of  which  indeed  me  had  be- 
fore apprized  me,'  becaufe  me  took  the 
chariot}  but  I  had  forgot  it  in  my  wrath. 

'Twas  weil  for  her,  that  fhe  was  not 
in  the  way ;  perhaps  I  mould  have  taken 
more  fevere  methods  with  her  in  my  firft 
emotions  ;  and  I  longed  for  her  return  ; 
and  there  is  znofaet  well  for -her  too,  in 
her  cafe  •,  for  one  would  be  loth  to  fpoil 
a  fon  and  heir,  you  know,  Sir  Simoni 
before  we  fee  whether  the  little  varlet 
may  dderve  one's  confideration. 

I  mention  thefe  things,  that  yo\i  may 
obferve,*  it  was  not  owing  to  any  regard 
for  the  offender  herfelf,  "that  I  dki  not 
punifh  her  as  much  as  injured  friendfhip 
required  at  my  hands. 

At  lalt,  in  me  came,  with  that  fweet 
compoiure  in  her  face  which  refults  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  doing  generally  juit 
and  generous  things,  although  in  tlus 
inftance  fhe  has  fo  egregioufly  erred,  that 
it  behoves  me  (as  well  in  juftice  to  my 
friend,  as  in  policy  to  myfelf  j.  for  who 
knows  whither  firft  faults  mry  lead,  if 
not  checked  in  time  ?)  to  nip  fuch  bold- 
nefs  in  the  bud.  And  indeed  the  mo- 
ment I  beheld  the  charmer  of  my  heart, 
(for  I  dc  love  her  too  well,  that's  cer- 
tain) all  my  anger  was  difarmed,  and  had 
the  offence  regarded  mvfelf,  I  mult  have 
forgiven  her,  in  fpite  ofall  my  meditated 
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wrath.  But  it  behoved  me  in  a  friend's 
cafe  not  to  be  loon  fublucd  by  a  too  par- 
tial fondnefs :  I  reiutncd  therefore  that 
ilernnels  and  difpleafore  which  her  en- 
trance had  almoft  diiupated.  I  took  her 
hand  :  her  charming  eye  (youknowwhat 
an  eye  me  has,  Sir  Simon)  quivered  at 
my  over-clouded  afpecl;  and  her  lips, 
half  drawn  to  a  fmile,  trembled  with  ap- 
prehenfi'on  of  a  countenance  fo  changed 
from  what  me  left  it. 

And  then,  all  itiff  and  {lately  as  I  could 
look,  did  I  accoft  lier — '  Come  along 

*  with  me,  Pamela,  to  my  clofet.  I  want 

*  to  talk  with  you/ 

'  Dear  Sir !    good  Sir !    what's  the 

*  matter?  what  have  I  done?1 

We  entered.  I  fat  down,  (till  holding 
her  unfteady  hand,  and  her  pulfe  flutter- 
ing under  my  finger,  like  a  dying  bird. 

c  'Tis  well,  faid  I,  '  'tis  --wtll  your 
f  prefent  condition  pleads  for  you ;  and 

*  I  mufl  not  carry  what  I  have  to  fay 

*  too  far,  for  confederations  iefs  in  your 

*  favour,  than  for  one  unfcen:  but  I  have 

*  great  complaints  againftyou.' 

1  Againtl  me,  Sir! — What  have  I 
p  done  ?  Let  me  know,  dear  good  Sir !' 
looking  round,  with  her  half-affrighted 
eyes,  this  way  and  that,  on  the  books, 
and  pictures,  and  on  me,  by  turns. 

'  You  (hall  know  foon,'  faid  I,  {  the 

*  crime  you  have  been  guilty  of.' 

*  Crime,  Sir!  Pray  let  me — This  clo- 
e  fet,  I  hoped,  would  not  be  a  .fecond 
'  lime  witnefs  to  the  nutter  you  put  me 
'  in.' 

There  hangs  a  tale,  Sir  Simon,  which 
I  am  not  very  fond  of  relating,  fince  it 
gave  beginning  to  the  triumphs  of  this 
little*  forcerefs. 

I  dill  held  one  hand,  and  me  flood  be- 
fore me,  as  criminals  ought  to  do  before 
their  judge  j  but  faid—'  I  fee,  Sir,  fure 

I  do,  or  what  will  elfe  become  of  me! 

Iefs  feverity  in  your  eyes,  than  you  af- 

fecl  to  put  on  in  your  countenance. 

Dear  Sir,  let  me  know  my  fault :  I  will 

repent,  acknowledge,  and  amend  :  let 

me  but  know  it.' 

'  You  mufl  have  great  prefence  of 

mind,  Pamela,  fuch  is  the  nature  of 

your  fault,  if  you  can  look  me  in  the 

face,  when  I  telli,t  you.' 

6  Then  let  me,'  faid  the  irrefiilible 
charmer,  hiding  her  face  in  my  bofom, 
and  putting  her  other  arm  about  my  neck, 
*  let  me  thus,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  hide  this 


'  guilty  face,  while  I  hear  my  fault  toldj 

*  and  I  will  not  feek  to  extenuate  it,  but 
'  by  my  tears,  and  my  penitence.' 

I  coidd  hardly  hold  out.  What  in- 
fatuating creatures  are  thefe  women, 
when  they  can  think  it  thus  worth  their 
while  to  foothe  and  calm  the  tumults  of 
an  angry  heart !  When,  inllead  offcorn* 
ful  looks  darred  in  return  for  angry  ones, 
words  of  defiance  for  words  of  peevijh- 
nefs,  perfifting  to  defend  one  error  by 
another rand  returning  --vehement  wrath 
fxpjKirbt  indignation,  and  all  the  hoftile 
provocations  of  the  marriage  warfare  ; 
they  can  thus  hide  their  dear  faces  in  our 
bolbms,  and  wifh  but  to  kno<w  their 
faults,  to  amend  them  ! 

I  could  hardly,  I  fay,  refill  the  fweet 
girl's  behaviour}  nay,  I  believe  I  did, 
unawares  to  myielf,  and  in  defiance  of 
my  reiblved  difpleafure,prefs  her  forehead 
with  my  lips,  as  the  reft  of  her  face  was 
hid  on  my  breail :  but,  confidering  it 
was  the  caufe  of  my  friend  that  I  was 
to  aflTert,  my  injured  friend,  wounded 
and  ini'uked,  in  i'o  various  a  manner,  by 
the  fair  offender,  thus  haughtily  fpoke  I 
to  the  trembling  miilhief,  in  a  pomp  of 
ftile  theatrically  tragick: 

*  I  will  not,  too  inadvertent  and  un- 
e  diftmg'Jihing  Pamela,  keep  you  long 
'  in  fufpenfe,  for  the  fake  of  a  circum- 
'  itance,  that,  on  this  occafion,  ought 

*  to  give  you  as  much  joy,  as  it  has,  till 
f  now,  given  me — Since  it  becomes  an. 
'  advocate  in  your  favour,  when  other  - 

*  wife  you  might  expecT:  very  fevere  treat*. 
'  mcnt.    Know  then,  that  the  letter  you 
'  gave  me  before  you  went  out,  is  a  let- 
4  ter  from  a  friend,  a  neighbour,  a  wor- 
'  thy  neighbour,  complaining  of  your 
1  behaviour  to  him ; — no  other  than  Sir 

*  Simon  Darn  ford,'  (for  I  would  not 
am afe  her  too  much)  '  a  gentleman  I 
1  mufl  always  refpecl,  and  whom,  as  my 
'  friend,  I   expected  you  mould :   fince 

*  by  the  value  a  wife  exprefles  for  one 

*  efteemed  by  her  hufband,  whether  me 
(  thinks  ib  well  of  him  herfelf,  or  not,  a 
4  man  ought  always  to  judge  of  the  fm~ 

*  cerity  of  her  regards  to  himfelf.' 

She  raifed  her  head  at  once  on  this  : 

*  Thank  Heaven,'  faid  fhe,  '  it  is  no 

*  worfe  !-«~I  was  at  my  wits  end  almoll, 

*  in  apprehenfion  :  but  I  know  how  this 

*  mull  be. — Dear  Sir,  how  could  you 
«  frighten  me  fo  ? — I  know  how  all  this 
<  is ! — I  can  now  look  you  in  the  face, 
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*  and  hear  all  that  Sir  Simon  can  charge 
me  with  !  For  I  am  lure,  I  have  not 
fo  affronted  him,  as  to  make  him  an- 
gry indeed.  And  truly,'  (ran  me  on, 
ecure  of  pardon,  as  me  feemed  to  think) 
I  mould  refpeft  Sir  Simon  not  only  as 
your  friend,  but  on  his  own  account, 
if  he  was  not  ib  fad  a  rake  at  a  time  of 
life—' 

Then    I  interrupted   her,  you  muft 

needs  think,  Sir  Simon  ;  for  how  could 

I  bear  to  hear  my  worthy  friend  fo  frte- 

ly  treated  ?     f  How  now,  Pamela  !'  faid 

I  j  *  and  is  it  thus,  by  repeating  your 

fault,  that  you  atone  for  it  ?     Do  you 

think  I  can  bear  to  hear  my  friend  fq 

freely  treated  ?' 

'  Indeed,'  faid  me,  '  I  do  refpeft  Sir 
Simon  very  much  as  your  friend,  per- 
mit me  to  repeat;  but  cannot  for  his 
vrilful  failings.  Would  it  not  be,  in 
fome  meafure,  to  approve  of  faulty  con  - 
verfation,  if  one  can  hear  it,  and  not 
difcourage  it,  when  the  occafion  comes 
in  fo  pat?  —  And,  indeed,  I  was  glad 
of  an  opportunity,'  continued  me,  *  to 
give  him  a  little  rub  ;  I  muft  needs 
own  it  :  but  if  it  difpleafes  you,  or  has 
made  him  angry  in  earneft,  I  am  forry 
for  it,  and  will  be  lefs  bold  for  the 
future.' 

'  Read   then,'   faid  I,    «  the    heavy 
charge,    and  I'll  return    initantly  to 
hear  your  anfwer  to  it.'  Sol  went  from 
her,  for  a  few  minutes. 

But,  would  you  believe  it,  Sir  Simon? 
fhe  feemed  on  my  return,  very  little  con- 
cerned at  your  juft  complaints  —  What 
felf-juftifying  minds  have  the  meekeft 
of  thefe  women  ?  —  Inftead  of  finding  her 
in  repentant  tears,  as  one  might  have  ex- 
peeled,  me  took  your  angry  letter  for  a 
locular  one  5  and  I  had  great  difficulty 
to  convince  her  of  the  heinoufnefs  of 
her  fault,  or  the  reality  of  ypur  relent  - 
inent.  Upon  which,  being  determined 
to  have  jniiiee  done  to  my  friend,  and  a 
due  fenfe  of  her  own  great  error  impref- 
fed  upon  her,  I  began  thus  : 

*  Pamela,  Pamela,  take  heed  that  you 
do  not  fuffer  the  purity  of  your  own 
mind,  in  breach  of  your  charity,  to 
make  you  too  rigorous  a.  cenfurer  of 
ether  people's  actions  :  don't  be  fo 
puffed  up  with  ypur  own'perfeeVions,as 
to  imagine,  that,  becaufe  other  petfons 
allow  themfelves  liberties  you  cannot 
take,  therefore  they  muft  be  wicked. 
Sir  Simon  is  agentleman  who  indulges 
himfcif  in  a  pleafant  vein,  and,  I  be- 


'  lieve,  as  well  as  you,  has  been  a  great 
'  rake  and  libertine:'  (You'll  excufe  me, 
Sir  Simon,  becaufe  I  am  taking  your 
part)  '  but  what  then  ?  You  fee  it  is  all 
'  over  with  him  now  :  You  fee,  he  fays 
4  himfelf,  that  he  mtift,  and  therefore  he 

*  ivit!  be  virtuous  :  and  is  a  man  for  ever 
'  to  hear  of  the  faults  of  his  youth,  when 

*  he  himfelf  is  fo  willing  to  forget  them  ?' 
«  Ah  !    but,   Sir,  Sir,'  faid  the  bold 

flut,  *  can  you  fay  he  is  willing  to  forget 

*  them  ? — Does  he  not  repine  here  in  this 
'  very  letter,  that  he  mujl  forfake  them  ; 
'  and  does  he  not  plainly  cherifh  the  in- 
'  clination,  when  he  owns—'  me  hefi- 
tated — *  Owns  what  ?' — *  You  know 

*  what  I  rnean,  Sir,  and  I  need  not  fpeak 
*•  it  :  and  can  there  well  be  a  more  cen- 
1  Curable  character? — Then,   dear  Sir, 

*  before  his  maiden  daughters !  before 
4  his  virtuous  lady  1    bejore  any-body ! 

*  — What  a  fad  thing  is  this,  at  a  time 

*  of  life,  which  mould  afford  a  better 

*  example ! 

'  But,  dear  Sir,'  continued  the  bold 
prattler,  (taking  advantage  of  a  filence 
that  was  more  owing  to  difpleafure  than 
approbation)  '  let  me,  for  I  would  not  be 

*  too  cenjbrwus,"  (No,  not  me  !  in  the  ve- 
ry aft  of  cenforioufnefsto  fay  this  !)  *  let 

me  offer  but  one  thing;  don't  you  think 
Sir  Simon  himfelf  would  be  loth  to  be 
thought  a  reformed  gentleman  !  Don't 
you  fee  the  delight  he  takes,  when  he 
fpeaks  of  his  former  pranks,  as  if  he 
was  forry  he  could  riot  play  them  over 
again  ?  See  but  how  he  fnnpers,  and 
enjoys,  as  one  may  fay,  the  relations  of 
his  own  rakifh  actions,  when  he  tells  a 
bad  ftory ! — And  have  you  not  feen 
how  often  he  h.as  b?en  forced  to  take 
his  handkerchief  to  wipe  the  outfide  of 
his  mouth,  though  the  infuie  was  leaft 
cleanly,  when  he  has  wounded  a  lady's 
ears,  and  turned,  as  it  were,  his  own 
faulty  heart  infide  out  ? — Indeed,  Sir, 
I  am  afraid,  fo  bad  in  this  way  is  youx* 
worthy  neighbour,  that  he  would  ac- 
count it  a  diigrace  to  him  to  be  thought 
reformed.  And,  how  then  can  I  abufe 


(forlprofeis,  Si;-  Simon,!  was  at  a  griev- 
ous lofs  to  defend  jou)  *  for  you  lo  write 

*  all  thefe  free  things  againll  a  father  to 

*  his  daughter,  is  that  right,  Pamela  ?' 

*  O  Sir!  the  good  gentleman  himfelf 
'  has  taken  care,  that  fuch  a  chara6teras 
'  I  prefumed  to  draw  to  Mils  of  her  papa? 
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was  no  ftrange  one  to  her.  You  have 
feen  yourfelf,  Mr.  B.  whenever  his 
arch  leers,  and  the  humourous  attitude 
in  which  he  puts  himfeif  on  thole  oc- 
cafions,  have  taught  us  to  expe6l  fome 
(hocking  n-ory,  how  his  lady  and  daugh- 
ters (uied  to  him  as  they  are)  have  fuf 
fered  in  their  apprehenfions  of  what  he 
would  fay,  before  he  fpoke  it:  how, 
particularly,  dear  Mifs  Darnford  has 
looked  at  me  with  concern,  defirous, 
as  it  were,  if  pofiible,  to  fave  her  papa 
from  the  ceniure,  which  his  faulty  ex- 
prefiions  muft  naturally  bring  upon 
him.  And,  dear  Sir,  is  it  not  a  fad  thing 
for  a  young  lady,  who  loves  and  ho- 
nours her  papa,  to  obferve,  that  he  is 
difcrediting  himfeif,  and  ivanfs  the  ex- 
ample he  ought  to  give  ?  And  pardon 
me,  Sir,  for  fmilingon  fo  ferious  an  oc- 
cafion ;  but  is  it  not  a  fine  fight,  do  you 
think,  to  fee  a  gentleman,  as  we  have 
more  than  once  feen  Sir  Simon,  when 
he  has  thought  proper  to  read  a  paffage 
or  fo,  in  fome  bad  book,  pulling  off  his 
fpeftades,  to  talk  filthily  upon  it? 
Methinks  I  fee  him  now/  added  the 
)old  flut,  «  fplitting  his  arch  face  with  a 
broad  laugh,  mewing  a  mouth,  with 
hardly  a  tooth  in  it,  while  he  is  mak- 
ing obfcene  remarks  upon  what  he  has 
read.' 

And  then  the  dear  fancy-face  laughed 
cut,  to  bear  me  company  j  for  I  could 
not,  for  the  foul  of  me,  avoid  laughing 
heartily  at  the  figure  me  brought  to  my 
mind,  which  I  have  feen  my  old  friend 
make,  on  two  or  three  occafions  of  this 
fort,  with  his  difmounted  fpeftacles,  his 
arch  mouth,  and  gums  of  mining  jet,  fuc- 
ceeding  thofeof  polifhed  ivory,  of  which 
he  often  boafts,  as  one  ornament  of  his 
youthful  days.— And  I  the  rather  in  my 
heart,  Sir  Simon,  gave  you  up,  becaufe, 
when  I  was  a  fad  fellow,  it  was  always  a 
maxim  with  me,  to  endeavour  to  touch  a 
lady's  heart  without  wounding  her  ears. 
And,  indeed,  I  found  my  account  fome- 
times  in  obferving  it. 

But  refuming  my  gravity — *  Huffy/ 
faid  I,  '  do  you  think  I  will  have  my 
old  friend  thus  made  the  fubject  of  your 
ridicule  ?— -Suppofe  a  challenge  mould 
have  enfued  between  us  on  your  ac- 
count— what  might  have  been  the  iffue 
of  it  ?  To  fee  an  old  gentleman,  flump- 
ing, as  he  fays,  on  crutches,  to  fight  a 
duel  in  defence  of  his  wounded  honour! 
A  pretty  fight  this  would  have  afford- 
ed, would  it  not  ?  And  what  (had  any 


one  met  him  on  the  way)  could  he  have 
laid  he  was  going  to  do  ?  Don't  you 
confider  that  a  man  is  anfwerable  for 
the  faults  of  his  wife  ?  And,  if  my 
fondnefs  for  you  would  have  made  me 
deny  doing  juftice  to  my  friend,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  to  refolve  in  your  be- 
half to  give  him  a  meeting,  and  he  had 
flung  his  crutch  at  my  head,  as  he  did 
the  book  at  his  daughters,  what  might 
have  been  theconlequence,  think  you?* 
*  Very  bad,  Sir,  to  be  fure  j  I  fee  that, 
and  am  fori  y  for  it :  for  had  you  car- 
ried off  Sir  Simon's  crutch,  as  a  trophy, 
the  poor  gentleman  mult  have  lain  figh- 
ing  and  groaning  like  a  wounded  ibl- 
dier  in  the  field  of  battle,  till  another 
had  been  brought  him,  to  have  ftump'd 
home  with.' 

But,  dear  Sir  Simon,  I  have  brought 
this  matter  to  an  ifiue,  that  will,  I  hope, 
make  all  eafy :  and  that  is  this — Mifs 
Polly,  and  my  Pamela,  mall  both  be  pu- 
nifhed  as  they  deferve,  if  it  be  not  your 
own  fault.  I  am  told,  that  the  fins  of 
your  youth  don't  fit  fo  heavily  upon  your 
limbs,  as  they  do  in  your  imagination  ; 
and  I  believe  change  of  air,  and  thegra- 
tification  of  your  revenge,  a  fine  help  to 
fuch  lively  fpirits  as  yours,  will  fet  you 
xip.  You  mall  then  take  coach,  and 
bring  your  pretty  criminal  to  mine;  and 
when  we  have  them  together,  they  mall 
humble  themfelves  before  us,  and  it  mall 
be  in  your  power  to  abfolve  or  punifh 
them,  as  you  mall  fee  proper.  For  I 
cannot  bear  to  have  my  worthy  friend  in- 
i'ulted  in  fo  heinous  a  manner,  by  a  couple 
of  faucy  girls,  who,  if  not  taken  down 
in  time,  may  proceed  from  fault  to  fault, 
till  there  will  be  no  living  with  them. 

If  (to  beftill  more  ferious)  your  lady 
and  you  will  lend  Mifs  Darnford  to  my 
Pamela's  wifhes,  whofe  heart  is  fet  upon 
the  hope  of  her  wintering  with  us  in  town, 
you  will  lay  an  obligation  upon  us  both ; 
which  will  be  acknowledged  with  great 
gratitude  by,  dear  Sir,  your  affeflionate 
and  humble  few  ant* 


LETTER     XXIV. 

FROM  SIR    SIMON  DARNFORD,    IN 
REPLY. 

HA  R  K  ye  me,  Mr.  B. — A  word  in 
your  ear  : — I  like  neither  you  nor 
your  wife,  to  be  plain  with  you,  well 
enough  to  truft  jny  Polly    with   you 


34-8 

What !  you  are  to  fhew  her  in  your  lady's 
cafe,  all  the  game  of  alying-in,  Ifuppofe } 
and,  at  leaft,  let  the  girl  a  longing  to 
make  one  in  the  dance,  before  I  have 
found  out  the  proper  man  for  her  partner. 

But  here's  war  declared  againft  my 
poor  gums,  it  feems.  Well,  I  will  never 
open  my  mouth  before  your  lady  as  long 
as  I  live,  if  I  can  help  it.  1  have  for 
thefe  ten  years  avoided  to  put  on  my  cra- 
vat ;  and  for  what  reafon,  do  you  think  ? 
—Why,  becaufe  I  could  not  bear  to  fee 
what  ruins  a  few  years  have  made  in  a 
vifage,  that  ufed  toinfpire  love  and  ter- 
ror as  it  pleafed.  And  here  your — what- 
$iall-I-call-her  of  a  wife,  with  all  the 
infolence  of  youth  and  beauty  on  her  fide, 
follows  me  with  a  glafs,  and  would  make 
me  look  in  it,  whether  I  will  or  not. 
I'm  a  plaguy  good  -  humoured  old  fellow 
• — If  law  an  old  fellow — or  I  fhould  not 
bear  the  infults  contained  in  your  letter. 
Between  you  and  your  iady,  you  make 
a  wretched  figure  of  me,  that'scertain — 
And  yet  'tis  taking  my  part,  with  a  p-x 
to  you,  Mr.  B.  I  would  have  laid,  but 
on  your  lady's  account. — You  fee  I  have 
as  much  more  charity  than  fhe,  as  fhe 
has  purity  than  me  ;  or  I  fliouid  not  have 
put  in.that  laving  claufe  in  her  behalf. 

But,  what  a  d — 1  mutt  I  do?*— I'd  be 
glad  at  any  rate  to  ftandin  your  lady's 
graces,  that  I  would  :  norwould  I  be  the 
]aft  rake  and  libertine  unreformed  by  her 
example,  v/hich  I  fuppofewili  make  vir- 
tue thefaiiiion,  if  fhe  goes  on  as  fhe  does. 
But  here  I  have  been  ufed  to  cut  a  joke 
and  tofs  the  fquib  about;  and,  as  far  as 
I  know,  it  has  helped  to  keep  me  alive 
in  themidrt  of  pains  and  aches,  and  with 
two  women-grown  girls,  and  the  reft  of 
the  mortifications  that  will  attend  on  ad- 
ruanced  years*,  for  I  won't  (hang  me  if 
I  will)  give  it  up  as  abfolute  old  age! 

I  love,  I  ovyn  it,  to  make  a  pretty  wo- 
man blufh;  it  is  double-damafking  a  fine 
rofe,  as  it  were ;  and  till  I  faw  your — 
[Do,  let  me  call  her  fome  free  name  or 
oiher  !  I  always  loved  to  be  free  with 
pretty  women  ! — Till  I  faw  your — me- 
thinks  Hike  her  Arcadian  name,  though 
I'm  fo  old  a  ivvain,  as  not  to  merit  any 
thing  but  rebuke  at  hpr  hands — Well 
tnen,tilllfawyour] — Pamela — I  thought 
all  ladies  in  their  hearts  loved  a  little  fquib 
of  that  kind.  For  why  faould  they  not, 
when  it  addsfo  much  grace  to  their  fea- 
tures, and  improves  their  native  charms  ? 
—And  often  have  I  toffed  the  joke  about? 
as  much,  in  my  intention,  to  oblige  them 
as  wyfc\f. — Yet  np  one  can  fay,  but 
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that  I  always  wrapt  it  up  in  clean  linen, 
as  the  faying  is— only  fuiting  myfelf  to 
my  company,  till  I  had  made  the  dear 
rogues  fenjible,  andfhew  they  could  ap- 
prehend. 

But  now,  it  feems,  I  muft  leave  all 
this  off,  or  I  muft  be  mortified  with  a 
looking-glafs  held  before  me,  ?nd  every 
wrinkle  muft  be  made  as  confpicuous  as 
a  furrow. — And  what,  pray,  is  tofucceed 
to  this  reformation  ?— I  can  neither  fall 
nor  pray,  I  doubt. — And  befides,  if  my 
ttomach  and  my  jeft  depart  from  me, 
farewel,  Sir  Simon  Darnford  ! 

But  cannot  I  pafs  as  one  necefTary  cha- 
rafter,  do  you  think;  as  a  foil  (as,  by- 
the-bye,  fome  of  your  own  aftions  have 
been  to  your  lady's  virtue)  to  fetcfFfome 
more  edifying  example,  where  variety  of 
characters  make  up  a  feaft  in  converfa- 
tion  ? 

I  befeech  you,  Mr.  B.'s  Pamela,  ftick. 
me  into  fome  pofy  among  your  finer 
flowers — And  if  you  won't  put  me  into 
your  bofom,  let  me  ftand  in  fome  gay 
flower-pot  in  your  chimney-corner :  I 
may  ferve  for  fhew,  if  not  for  fmell.  Or, 
let  me  be  the  bafs  in  your  mufick,  or 
permit  my  humorous  humdrum  to  ferve 
as  a  pardonable  kind  of  difcord  to  fet  off 
your  own  harmony. — I  verily  think,  I. 
cannot  be  fo  good  as  you'd  have  me  tp 
be :  fo  pray  let  your  poor  Anacreon  go  oft' 
with  what  he  loves.  It  will  be  very  cruel, 
if  you  won't. 

.  Well,  but  after  all,  I  believe  I  might 
have  trailed  you  with  my  daughter,  un- 
der your  lady's  eye,  rake  as  you  have 
been  yourfelf :'  and  fame  fay  s  wrong,i  f  you 
have  not  been,  for  your  time,  a  bolder  fin- 
ner  than  ever  I  was,  (with  your  maxim  of 
touching  ladies  hearts,without  wounding 
their  ears,  which  made  furer  work  with 
them,  that  was  all )  though  'tis  to  be  hoped 
you  are  now  reformed  j  and  if  you  are, 
the  whole  country  round  you,  eaft,  weft, 
north,  and  fouth,  owe  great  obligations 
to  your  fair  reclaimer.  But  here  is  a  fine 
prim  young  fellow  coming  out  of  Nor- 
folk, with  one  eftate  in  one  county,  ano- 
ther in  another,  and  jointures  and  fettle- 
ments  in  his  hands,  and  more  wit  in  hi> 
head,  as  wejl  as  more  money  in  his 
pocket,  than  he  can  tell  what  to  do  with, 
to  vifit  our  Polly;  though  I  tell  her  I 
much  queftipn  the  former  quality,  his  wit), 
if  he  is  for  marrying. — And  would  you 
haveherbeattendingyourwife'snurfery, 
when  fhe  may  poffibly  be  put  into  a  way 
to  have  a  raree-fhow  of  her  own  ? 

Here  then  is  the  reafqn  I  cannot  com- 
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with  your  kind  Mrs.  B.'s  requeft. 

ut  if  this  matter  mould  go  off}  if"  he 
Ihould  not  like  her,  or  ftie  him  ;  or  it"  I 
ihould  not  like  bis  terms,  or  he  mine  j— 
or  {till  another  Or,  if  he  lliould  like 
Nancy  better — why,  then,  perhaps,  if 
Polly  be  a  good  girl,  I  may  truft  to  her 
virtue,  and  to  your  honour,  and  let  her  go 
for  a  month  or  two  ;  for  the  devil's  in 
you.  if  you  attempt  to  abufe  inch  a  gene- 
rous confidence. — As  to  the  fuperiority 
of  beauty  in  your  own  lady,  I  depend 
nothing  on  that  j  for,  with  you  young 
fellows,  variety  has  generally  greater 
charms. 

Now",  when  I  have  faid  this,  and  when 
I  fay  further,  that  I  can  forgive  your  i'e- 
vere  lady,  and  yourfelf  too,  (who,  how- 
ever, are  lefs  to  be  excufed  in  the  airs 
you  aflume,  which  looks  like  one  chim- 
ney-fweeper  calling  another  footy  rafcal) 
I  give  a  proof  of  my  charity,  which  I 
hope  with  Mrs.  B.  will  cover  a  multitude 
of  faults}  and  the  rather,  fince,  though 
I  cannot  be  a.  follower  of  her  virtue  in 
the  ftricleft  fenle,  I  can  be  an  admirer  of 
itj  and  that  is  fome  little  merit:  and  in- 
deed all  that  can  be  at  prefent  pleaded  by 
yourfelf,  I  doubt  any  more  than  your 
bumble  fervanty 

SIMON  DARNFORD. 


LETTER    XXV. 

MY  HONOURED  AND  DEAR  PARENTS, 

I  Hope  you  will  excufe  my  long  filence, 
which  has  been  owing  to  feveral 
caufes,  and  In  ving  had  nothing;  new  to 
entertain  yoxi  with  :  and  yet  this  lad  is 
but  a  poor  excufe  neither  to  you,  who 
think  every  trifling  fubjecl  agreeable  from 
your  daughter. 

I  daily  expecl  here  my  Lord  and  Lady 
Pavers.  This  gives  me  no  fmall  plea- 
fure,  and  yet  it  is  mingled  with  fome  im- 
eaimefs  at  times  j  left  I  mould  not,  when 
viewed  ib  intimately  near,  behave  my- 
felf  anfwerably  to  her  Jadymip's expecta- 
tions. But  this  I  reiblve  upon,  I  will 
not  endeavour  to  move  out  of  the  fphere 
of  my  own  capacity,  in  order  to  emulate 
her  ladylhip.  She  has,  and  mufl  have, 
advantages,  by  converfation,  as  well  as 
education,  which  it  would  be  arrogance 
in  me  to  afTume,  or  to  think  of  imitating. 

All  that  I  will  attempt  to  do,  there- 
fore, fhallr  be,  to  fhew  fuch  a  refpeftful 
obligingnefs  to  my  lady,  as  mall  be  con- 
Jifant  with  the  condition  to  which  I  am 


raifed  5  that  fo  her  ladymip  may  not  have 
realbn  to  reproach  me  of  pride  in  my 
exaltation,  nor  her  dear  brother  to  rebuke 
me  formearinefs  in  condefcending :  and, 
as  to  my  family  management,  I  am  the 
lefs  afraid  of  infpeclion,  becaufe,  by  the 
natural  bias  of  my  own  mind,  I  blefs 
God,  I  ?an  above  dark  referves,  and  have 
not  one  felfifh  or  fordid  view,  that  mould 
make  me  wifh  to  avoid  the  mod  fcruti- 
nizing  eye. 

I  have  begun  a  correfpondence  with 
Mifs  Darnford,  a  young  lady  of  uncom- 
mon merit.  But  you  know  her  character 
from  my  former  writings.  She  is  very 
folicitous  to  hear  of  every  thing  that  con- 
cerns me,  and  particularly  how  Lady 
Davers  and  I  agree  together.  I  loved  her 
from  the  moment  I  faw  her  firft;  forme 
has  the  leaft  pride,  and  the  moft  benevo- 
lence and  folid  thought  I  ever  knew  in  a 
young  lady,  and  knows  not  what  it  is  to 
envy  any  one.  I  mail  write  to  her  often ; 
and  as  I  mall  have  fo  many  avocations 
befides  to  fill  up  my  time,  I  know  you 
will  excufe  me,  if  I  procure  from  this 
lady,  as  I  hope  to  do,  the  return  of  my 
letters  to  her,  for  your  perufal,  and  for  the 
entertainment  of  y  our  leifure  hours.  This 
will  give  you  from  time  to  time,  the  ac- 
counts you  defire  of  all  that  happens  here,, 
But  as  to  what  relates  to  our  own  parti- 
culars, I  beg  you  will  never  fpare  writ- 
ing, as  I  mall  not  anfwering;  for  it  is  one 
of  my  greateft  delights,  that  I  have  fuch 
dear,  liich  worthy  parents,  (as  I  hope  in 
God,  I  long  mall)  to  blefs  me,  and  to 
correfpond  with  me. 

The  papers  I  fend  herewith  will  afford 
you  fome  diverhon  ;  particularly,  thole 
relating  to  Sir  Simon  Darnford  ;  and  I 
muft  defire,  that  when  you  have  perufed 
them,  (as  well  as  what  I  mall  fend  for 
the  future)  you  will  return  them  to  me. 

Air.  Longman  gave  me  great  pleaiure, 
on  his  laft  return  from  you,  in  his  ac- 
count of  your  health,  and  the  fatisfactiorc 
you  take  in  your  happy  lot;  and  I  mutt 
recite  to  you  a  brief  converfation  on  this 
occafion,  which,  I  dare  fay,  will  pleafe 
you  as  much  as  it  did  me. 

After  he  had  been  adjufting  fome  af- 
fairs with  his  dear  principal,  which  took 
them  up  two,  hours,  my  beft-beloved  fer.t 
for  me. — '  My  dear,'  faid  he,  taking  my 
hand,  and  feat  ing  me  by  him,  and  mak- 
ing; the  good  eld  gentleman  fit  down, 
(for  he  will  always  rife  at  my  approach) 

*  Mr.  Longman  and  I  have  fettled  iri 

*  -two  hours  ;y:ne  accounts* which  would 
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have  taken  up  as  many  months  with 
fome  perfons.  For  never  was  there  an 
exacter  or  more  methodical  accomptant 
than  Mr  .Longman :  he  gives  me  (great- 
ly to  my  fatist'adlion,  becaufe  I  know 
it  will  delight  you)  an  account  of  the 
Kendfh  concern,  and  of  the  pleafure 
your  father  and  mother  take  in  it. — 
Now,  my  charmer/  faid  he,  '  I  fee 
your  i'weet  eyes  begin  to  gliften:  O  how 
this  fubject  raifes  your  whole  foul  to 
the  windows  of  it  '.-—Never  was  fo  du- 
tiful a  daughter,  Mr.  Longman,  and 
never  did  parents  better  deferVe  a 
daughter's  duty."1 

I  endeavoured  before  Mi'.  Longman 
to  rein  in  a  gratitude,  that  my  throbbing 
heart  confefled  through  my  handkerchief, 
as  I  could  perceive:  but  the  good  old 
gentleman  could  not  hinder  his  from 
Shewing  itfelf  at  his  worthy  eyes,  to  fee 
how  much  I  was  favoured — oppre/ed,  I 
ihould  fay — with  the  tendered  goodneis 
to  me,  and  kind  expreflions. — '  Excufe 

*  me,  Sir — excuienie,  Madam,'  faid  he, 
wiping  his  checks:  *  my  delight  to  fee 

*  fuch  merit  I'o  juilly  rewarded,  will  not 
'  be  contained,  I  think.'     And  fo  he 
aroie,  and  walked  to  the  window. 

*  Well,  good  Mr.  Longman,'  faid  I, 
as  he  returned  towards  us, '  you  give  me 

the  pleafure  to  know,  that  my  father 
and  mother  are  well ;  and  happy  then 
they  muft  be,  in  a  goodneis  and  boun- 
ty, that  I,  and  many  more,  rejoice  in.' 

*  Well  a*4 happy, Madam i — ay»tnat 
they  are,   indeed!    And   a  worthier 
couple  never  lived,  I  affure  you.  Moft 
nobly  do  they  go  on  in  the  farm.  Your 
honour  is  one  of  the  happieft  gentlemen 
in  the  world.     All  the  good  you  do, 
returns  upon  you  in  a  trice.     It  may 
well  be  laid  you  caft  your  bread  upon 
the  waters;  for  it  prefently  comes  to 
you   again,   richer  and  heavier  than 
when  you  threw  it  in.    All  the  Kentifli 
tenants,  Madam,  are  hugely  delighted 
with  their  good  Iteward  :  every  thing 
profpers  under  his  management:  the 
gentry  love  both  him  and  my  dame; 
and  the  poor  people  adore  them.     In- 
deed they  do  a  power  of  good,  in  vi fit- 
ing  their  poor  neighbours,  aryl. giving 
them  cordials,  and  fuch  like;  infomuch 
that  cholicks,  agues,  and  twenty  dif- 
tcmpers,  nipped  in  the  bud,  fly  before 
them.   And  yet  the  doctors  themfelves 
can  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  them ; 
for  they  adminiftcr  help  to  thofe  only 
who  cannot  be  at  the  charge  either  of 
ikill  or  phyfick/ 


In  this  manner  ran  Mr.  Longman  or?^ 
to  my  inexprerfible  delight,  you  may  be- 
lieve ;  and  when  he  withdrew — '  'Tis 
an  honeft  foul,'  faid  my  dear  Mr.  B. 
I  love  him  for  his  rcfpectful  love  to  my 
angel,  and  his  value  for  the  worthy 
pair.  Very  glad  I  am,  that  every  thing 
anfwers  their  wifhes.     May  they  long 
live,  and  be  happy  I* 
The  dear  man  makes  me  fpringto  his 
arms,  whenever  he  touches  this  ftring : 
for  he  fpeaks  always  thus  generoufly  and 
kindly  of  you;   and  is  glad  to  hear,  he 
fays,  that  you  don't  live  only  to  your- 
felves:  and  now-and-thenadds,  that  he 
is  as  much  fatisfied  with  your  prudence,  as 
he  is  with  mine ;  that  parents  and  daugh- 
ter do  credit  to  one  another ;  and  that 
the  praifes  he  hears  of  you  from  every 
mouth,  make  him  take  as  great  pleafure 
in  you,  as  if  you  were  his  own  relations* 
How  delighting,  how  tranfporting,  ra- 
ther, my  dear  parents,  muft  this  good- 
nefs  be  to  your  happy  daughter!     And 
how  could  I  forbear  repeating  thefe  kind 
things  to  you,  that  you  may  fee  how 
well  every  thing  is  taken  that  you  do  ? 

When  the  expected  vifit  from  Lord 
and  Lady  Davers  is  over,  the  approach- 
ing winter  will  call  us  to  London ;  and  as 
I  Ihall  then  be  nearer  to  you,  we  may 
more  frequently  hear  from  one  another, 
which,  to  befure,  will  be  a  great  height- 
ening to  my  pleafures. 

But  I  have  fuch  an  account  given  me 
of  the  immoralities  which  perlbns  may 
oblerve  there,  along  with  the  publick  di- 
verfions,  that  it  takes  off  a  little  from  the 
fatisfnction  I  mould  otherwife  have  in  the 
thought  of  going  thither.  For,  they  fay, 
quarrels,  and  duels,  and  gallantries,  as 
they  are  called,  fo  often  happen  in  Lon- 
don, that  thofe  enormities  are  heard  of. 
without  the  lead  wonder  or  furprife. 

This 'makes  me  very  thoughtful  at 
times.  But  God,  I  hope,  will  preferve 
our  tleareft  benefactor,  and  continue  to 
me  his  affection,  and  then  1  mail  be  al- 
ways happy  ;  efpecially  while- syoxir 
healths  and  felicity  confirm  and  crown 
the  delights  of  jour  ever  dutiful  daughter  4 

P.B, 


LETTER    XXVI. 

MY  DBA  REST   CHILD. 

IT  may  not  be  improper  fo  mention 
ourfelves,    what  the  nature  of  the 
fcindndfes  is,  which  we  confer  on  our 

poor 


poor  neighbours,  and  the  labouring  peo- 
ple, left  it  mould  be  furmifed  by  any 
body,  that  we  are  lavishing away  wealth 
that  is  not  our  own.  Not  that  we  fear 
cither  your  honoured  hufband  or  you  will 
fufpc&'any  fuch  matter,  or  that  the  wor- 
thy Mr.  Longman  would  infmuate  as 
much  j  for  he  law  what  we  did,  and  was 
highly  pleafed  with  it,  and  faid  he  would 
make  fuch  a  report  of  it,  as  you  write 
he  did.  What  we  do  is  in  fmall  things, 
though  the  good  we  hope  from  them  is 
not  fmall  perhaps  :  and  if  a  very  diftrefs- 
ful  cafe  mould  happen  among  our  poor 
neighbours,  that  would  require  any  thing 
confiderable,  and  the  objects  be  deferv- 
tng,  we  would  acquaint  you  with  it,  and 
leave  it  to  you  todb  as  God  mould  direcl 
you. 

But  this,  indeed,  we  have  done,  and 
continue  to  do  :  we  have  furniflied  our- 
felves  with  fimple  waters  and  cordials  of 
feveral  forts;  and  when  in  a  hot  fultry 
day  I  fee  poor  labouring  creatures  ready 
to  faint  and  dropdown,  if  they  are  only 
fatigued,  I  order  them  a  mouthful  of 
bread  or  fo,  and  a  cup  of  good  ale  or 
beer;  and  thistmakes  them  go  about  their 
bufmefs  with  new  fpirits;  and  when  they 
blefs  me  for  it,  I  tell  them  they  rmril  blefs 
the  good 'fquire,  from  whole"  bounty, 
next  to  God,  it  all  proceeds.  If  they 
are  ill,  I  give  them  a  cordial ;  and  we 
have  been  the  means  of  letting  up  feveral 
poor  creatures  who  have  laboured  under 
cholicky  and  aguim  diforders,  or  have 
been  taken  with  (light  Stomach  ailments. 
And  nothing  is  loft  by  it,  my  dear  child  ; 
for  poor  people  have  as  grateful  fouls  as 
any  body ;  and  it  would  delight  your 
dear  heart  to  lee  how  many  drooping  fpi- 
rits we  have  raifed,  and  how,  in  an  hour 
or  two,  forne  of  them,  after  a  little  cor- 
.dial  refrefhmtnt,  from  languifhing  under 
a  hedge,  or  behind  a  hay-Hack,  have 
flapped  about  as  nimble  as  deer,  whirling 
and  fmging,  and  pmfuing  with  alacrity 
their  feveral  employments  j  and  inftead 
ot  curfmg  and  iwearing,  as  is  the  man- 
ner of  Ibme  wicked  wretches,  nothing 
but  bleflings  and  praifes  poured  out  of 
their  glad  hearts  upon  his  honour  and 
you  ;  calling  me  their  father  and  friend, 
and  telling  me,  they  will  live  and  die  for 
me,  and  my  wife;  and  that  we  {hall  never 
want  an  induftrious  fervant  to  do  his  ho- 
nour's bufmefs,  or  to  cultivate  the  farm 
I  am  blefled  in.  And  in  like  fort,  we 
<xmimuriicate  to  our  fick  or  wanting 
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neighbours,  even  although  they  be  not 
tenants  to  the  eltate. 

Come,  my  dear  child,  you  are  happy, 
Very  happy,  to  be  fureyou  are;  and,  if  it 
can  be,  may  you  be  yet  happier  and  hap- 
pier !  Butltilll  verily  think  you  cannot 
be  more  happy  than  your  father  and  mo- 
ther, except  in  this  one  thing,  that  all  our 
happinefs  under  God,  proceeds  from  you; 
and,  as  other  parents  blefs  their  children 
with  plenty  and  benefits,  you  have  blefs'd 
your  parents  (or  your  honoured  huiband 
rather  for  your  fake)  with  all  the  goad 
things  this  world  can  afford. 

The  papers  you  fend  us  are  the  joy  of 
our  leifure-hours  ;  and  you  are  kind  be- 
yond all  expreflion,  in  taking  care  to 
oblige  us  with  them.  We  know  how 
your  time  is  taken  up,  and  ought  to  be 
very  well  contented,  if  butnow-and-then 
you  let  us  hear  of  your  health  and  welfare. 
But  it  is  not  enough  with  fuch  a  good 
daughter,  that  you  have  made  our*iives 
comfortable^  but  you  will  make  them  joy- 
ful too,  by  communicating  to  us,  all  that 
befals  you  :  and  then  you  write  fo  pioufly, 
and  with  fuch  a  fenfe  of  God's  goodnels 
to  you,  and  intermix  fuch  good  reflec- 
tions in  your  writings,  that  whether  it  be 
our  partial  love  or  not,  I  cannot  tell,  but, 
truly,  we  think,  nobody  comes  up  to 
you  :  and  you  make  our  hearts  and  our 
eyes  fo  often  overflow,  as  we  read,  that 
we  join  hand  in  hand  together;  and  I  fay 
to  her — *  BlelTed  be  God,  and  blefted  be 
«  you,  my  dear;1  and  fhe,  in  the  fame 
breath — *  BleiTed  be  God  and  you,  my 
'  love.'—'  For  fuch  a  daughter,' fays  the 
one — '  For  fuch  a  daughter,'  fays  the 
other.—'  And  fhe  has  your  own  fweet 
*  temper/  cry  I. — •«  And  me  has  your 
'  own  honeit  heart,'  cries  fhe  :  and  fo 
we  go  on,  bleffirjc  God,  awdbleffirigyoli^ 
and  Welling  your  ipoui'e,  and  hfefling 
ourfelves  ! — Is  any  happinefs  like  our 
happinefs,  my  dear  daughter  ! 

Really  and  indeed  we  are  fb  inraptured 
with  your  writings,   that  when  our  {pi- 
nts flag  through  the  infirmity  of  years 
which  hath  begun  to  take  hold  of  us, 
f  your  papers; 
I,  «  what  fay 

'  you  to  a  banquet  now  !' — She  knows 
what  I  mean.  '  With  all  my  heart/ 
fays  flie.  So  I  read,  although  it  be  on 
a  Sunday,  fo  good  are  your  letters;  and 
you  mu'ft  know,  I  have  copies  of  a  many 
of  them  :  and  after  a  little  while  \ve  are 
as  much  slivfp.ru}  brifk,  as  if  we  had  no 
Y  y 


we  have  recourieto  feme  of  your  | 

— '  Come,  r%  dear/   cry  I,  «  wnatiay 
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flagging  at  all,  and  return  to  the  duties 
of  the  day  with  double  delight. 

Coniider  then,  my  dear  child,  what 
joy  your  writings  give  us  :  and  yet  we 
are  afraid  of  opprefiing  you,  who  have 
fo  much  to  do  of  other  kinds  ;  and  we 
are  heartily  glad  you  have  found  out  a 
way  to  lave  trouble  to  yourielf,  and  re- 
joice us,  and  oblige  fo  worthy  a  young 
lady  as  Mifs  Darnford,  all  at  one  time. 
I  never  f'bould  forget  her  dear  goodnefs 
to  me,  and  the  notice  me  took  of  me  at 
the  Hall*,  kindly  prefiing  my  rough 
'hands  with  her  fine  hands,  and  looking 
in  my  face  with  fo  much  kindnefs  in  her 
eyes! — to  be  Cure  I  never  (hall — What 
good  people,  as  well  as  bad,  there  are  in 
high  ftations ! — Thank  God  there  are  ; 
elfe  our  poor  child  would  have  had  a  fad 
time  of  it  too  often,  when  me  was  obliged 
tojiep  out  ofherfelf,  as  once  I  heard  you 
phrafe  it,  into  company  you  could  not 
ii*ye  with. 

Well,  but  what  (hall  I  fay  more  ?  and 
yet  how  mail  I  end  ? — Only,  with  my 
prayers,  that  God  will  continue  to  you 
t-he  bleffing  and  comforts  you  are  in  pof- 
feiTion  of ! — And  pray  now,  be  not  over- 
thoughtful  about  what  may  happen  at 
London ;  for  why  mould  you  let  the 
dread  of  future  evils  leflen  your  prefent 
joys  ?  There  is  no  abfolute  perfection  in 
this  life,  that's  true  -r  but  one  would 
make  one^s  felf  as  eafy  as  one  could. 
'Tis  time  enough  to  be  troubled  when 
troubles  come. — c  Sufficient  unto  the  day 
*  is  the  evil  thereof.'' 

Rejoice  then,  my  dear  child,  as  you 
have  often  faid  you  would,  in  your  pre- 
fent bkflings,  and  leave  the  event  of 
things  to  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of  all 
events.  And  what  havej>o#  to  do  but 
rejoice  ?  You,  who  cannot  fee  a  fun  rife, 
but  jt  is  to  blefs  you,  and  to  raife  up  from 
their  beds  numbers  to  join  in  the  blefiing! 
You, who  can  blefs  yourhigh-bornfriends, 
and  your  low-born  parents,  and  oblcure 
relations !  who  can  blefs  the  rich  by  your 
example,  and  the  poor  by  your  bounty  ; 
and  blefs  befides  fo  good  and  fo  brave  a 
huflx'.nd  ! — O  my  dear  child,  what,  let 
me  repeat  it,  have  you  to  do  but  rejoice  ? 
. — For  many  daughters  have  done  wifely, 
but  you  have  excelled  them  all. 

I  will  only  add,  that  every  thing  the 
Yquire  ordered,  is  juft  upon  the  point  of 
being  (mimed.  And  when  the  good 
time  comes,  that  we  (hall  be  again  fa- 


voured with  his  piefenceand  yours,  what 
a  (till  greater  joy  will  this  afford  -to  the 
already  overflowing  hearts  of  jour  ever 
loving  father  and  mother, 

JOHN  and  ELJZ.  ANDREWS! 


LETTER     XXVII. 

MY   DEAREST   MISS  D  AR  NF  OK  D, 

THE  interert  I  take  in  every  thing 
that  concerns  you,  makes  me  very 
importunate  to  know  how  you  approve 
the  gentleman,  whom  fome  of  his  bed 
friends  and  well- wi (hers  have  recom- 
mended to  your  favour.  I  hope  he  will 
deferve  your  good  opinion,  and  then  lie 
mull  excel  molt  of  the  unmarried  gen- 
tlemen in  England. 

Your  papa,  in  his  humorous  manner, 
mentions  his  large  pofTeffions  and  riches: 
but,  indeed,  were  he  as  rich  as  Crcefus, 
he  mould  not  have  my  confent,  if  he  has 
no  greater  merit ;  though  that  is  what 
the  generality  of  parents  look  out  for 
firft :  and  indeed  an  eafy  fortune  is  fo 
far  from  being  to  be  difregarded,  that, 
when  attended  with  equal  merit,  I  think 
it  ought  to  have  ^.preference  given  to  it, 
fuppofmg  affections  difengaged.  For 
'tis  certain,  that  a  man  or  woman  may 
ftand  as  good  a  chance  for  happinefs  in 
marriage  with  a  perfon  of  fortune,  as  with 
one  who  has  not  that  advantage;  and 
notwithstanding  I  had  neither  riches  nor 
defcent  to  boaft  of,  I  rauft  be  of  opinion 
with  thofe  who  fay,  that  they  never  knew 
any  body  defpife  either,  that  had  them. 
But  to  permit  riches  to  be  the  principal 
inducement,  to  the  negleft  of  fuperior 
merit,  that  is  the  fault  which  many  a  one 
fmarts  for,  whether  the  choice  be  their 
own,  or  impofed  upon  them  by  thofe  who 
have  a  title  to  their  obedience. 

Here  is  a  faucy  body,  might  fome,  who 
have  not  Mifs  Darnford's  kind  confide - 
ration  for  her  friend,  be  apt  to  fay,  who 
being  thus  meanly  defcended,  neverthe- 
lefs  prefumes  to  give  her  opinion  in  thefe 
high  cafes  unafked.  But  I  have  one 
thing,  my  dear  Mifs,  to  fay;  and  that  is, 
that  I  think  myfelf  fo  intirely  dive'fted  of 
partiality  to  my  own  cafe,  that,  as  far  as 
my  judgment  (hall  permit,  I  will  never 
have  that  in  view,  when  I  am  prefuming 
to  hint  my  opinion  of  general  rules.  For, 
moft  furely,  the  honours  I  have  received, 
and  the  debafement  to  which  my  beft 


*  See  Vol.  I.  p.  177. 
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fn'crul  has  fubjected  hlmfelf,  have,  for 
their  principal  excufe,  that  the  gentleman 
was  mtirely  independent,  had  no  queftions 
to  afk,  and  had  a  fortune  fufficient  to 
make  hiinfelf,  as  well  as  the  perfon  he 
chofe,  happy,  though  me  brought  him 
nothing  at  ail  5  and  that  he  had,  more- 
over, inch  a  character  for  goodfenle,  and 
knowledge  of  the  world,  that  nobody 
could  impute  to  him  any  other  induce- 
ment, but  that  of  a  noble  refolution  to 
reward  a  virtue  he  had  fo  frequently,  and, 
I  will  fay,  fo  wickedly,  tried,  and  could 
not  fubdue. 

But  why  do  I  thus  run.  on  to  Mifs 
Darnford,  whofe  partial  friend/hip  attri- 
butes to  me  merits  I  cannot  claim  ?  I 
will,  therefore,  quit  this  fubject,  as  a 
needlefs  one  to  her,  and  proceed  to  what 
was  principally  in  my  view,  when  I  be- 
gan to  write  5  and  that  is,  to  complain  of 
your  papa,  who  has,  let  me  fay  it,  done 
his  endeavours  to  fet  at  variance  a  gen  - 
tleman  and  his  wife. 

I  will  not  enter  into  the  particulars, 
becaufe  the  appeal  is  to  Coefar,  and  it 
would  look  like  invading  his  prerogative, 
to  take  it  into  my  own  hands.  But  I 
can  tell  Sir  Simon,  that  he  is  the  only 
gentleman,  I  hope,  who,  when  a  young 
perfon  of  my  fex  afked  him  to  make  her 
a  prefent  of  a  book,  would  put  fuch  a 
mifchievous  turn  as  he  has  done  upon  it, 
to  her  hufband  ! — Indeed,  from  the  be- 
ginning, I  had  realbn  to  call  him  a  *  tell- 
tale—But, no  more  of  that — yet  I  mull 
fay,  I  had  rather  he  mould  have  flung  his 
book  at  my  head  too,  than  to  hava  made 
a  fo  much  worfe  ufe  of  it.  But  I  came 
off  tolerably,  no  thanks  to  Sir  Simon, 
however! — And  but  tolerably  neither : 
for  Mr.  B.  kept  me  in  fufpenfe  a  good 
while,  and  put  me  in  great  flutters,  be- 
fore he  let  me  into  the  matter. 

But  I  was  much  concerned,  my  dear 
Mifs  Darnford,  at  firft,  till  you  gave  a 
reafon  I  better  liked  afterwards,  for  Sir 
Simon's  denying  your  company  to  rne, 
after  I  had  obtained  the  favour  of  your 
mamma's  confent,  and  you  were  kindly 
inclined  yourfelf  to  oblige  me:  and  that 
was,  that  Sir  Simon  had  a  bad  opinion 
of  the  honour  of  my  dear  Mr.  B.  For, 
as  to  that  part  of  his  doubt,  which  re- 
flected difhonour  upon  his  dear  daughter, 
it  was  all  but  the  effect  of  his  ftraugefree 
humour,  on  purpofe  to  vex  you. 

That    gentleman  muft  be  the  moft 


abandoned  of  men,  who  would  attempt 
any  thing  againft  the  virtue  of  a  lady, 
intruded  to  his  protection  :  and  I  am 
grieved,  methinks,  that  the  dear  man, 
who  is  the  better  part  of  myfelf,  and  has, 
to  his  own  debafement,  afted  fo  honour- 
ably by  me,  mould  be  thought  capable 
of  fo  much  vilenefs.  But,  forgive  me, 
Mils  jit  is  only  Sir  Simon,  I  dare  lay, 
who  could  think  fo  hardly  of  him:  and 
I  am  in  great  hope,  for  the  honour  of 
the  prefent  age,  (quite  contrary  to  the 
afperfion,  that  every  age  grows  worfe  and 
worfe)  that  the  loft,  if  it  produced  peo- 
ple capable  of  fuch  attempts,  was  wick- 
eder than  this. 

Bad  as  Mr.B.'s  defigns  and  attempt 
were  upon  me,  I  can,  now  I  am  fet  above 
fearing  them,  and  am  enabled  to  reflect 
upon  them  with  lefs  terror  and  appre- 
henfion,  be  earneft,  for  his  own  dear  lake, 
to  think  him  not,  even  then,  the  worft  of 
men,  though  bad  enough  in  all  confci- 
ence :  for  have  we  not  heard  of  thofe  who 
have  had  no  remorfe  or  compunction  afc 
all,  and  have  actually  executed  all  their 
vile  purpofes,  when  a  poor  creature  was 
in  their  power  ? — Yet  (indeed,  after  fore 
trials,  that's  true!)  did  not  God  turn  his 
he?.rt  ?  And  although  I  was  ftill  help- 
lefs,  and  without  any  friend  in  the  world, 
and  in  the  hands  of  a  poor  vile  woman, 
who,  to  be  fure,  was  worfe  than  he,  pro- 
voking him  to  ruin  me,  and  fo  wholly  in 
his  power,  that  I  durft  not  difobey  him, 
whether  he  bade  me  come  to  him,  or  be 
gone  from  him,  as  he  was  pleafed  or  dif- 
plcafed  with  me;  yet,  I  fay,  for  all  this, 
did  he  not  overcome~~his  criminal  palTion, 
and  entertain  an  honourable  one,  though 
to  his  poor  fervant  girl  5  and  brave  the 
world,  and  the  world's  cenfures,  and 
many  me  ? 

And  does  not  this  mew,  that  the  feeds 
of  honour  were  kept  alive  in  his  heart, 
though  choaked  or  kept  from  fprouting 
forth,  for  a  time,  by  the  weeds  of  fenfu- 
ality,  pride,  and  youthful  impetuofity? 
And  by  cutting  down  the  latter,  have 
not  the  former  taken  root,  have  they  not 
ihot  cut,  and,  in  their  turn,  kept  downy 
at  leaft,  the  depreffed  weeds?  And  who 
now  lives  more  virtuouily  than  Mr.  B.  ? 

Let  me  tell  you ?  my  dear  Mil's,  that  I 
have  not  heard  of  many  instances  of  gen- 
tlemen, who,  having  defigried  vilely,have. 
ftopt  ftiort  and  acted  fo  honourably ;  and 
who  continue  to  a£l  fo  nobly :  and  I  have 
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great  confidence,  that  he  will,  in  time, 
be  as  pious,  as  he  is  now  moral;  for 
though  he  has  a  few  bad  notions,  which 
lie  talks  of  now  and  then,  as  polygamy, 
and  fuch  like,'  which  indeed,  give  me  a 
little  ferious  thought  fometimes,  becaufe 
a  man  is  too  apt  to  practiie  what  he  has 
perfuaded.  himillf  to  believe  is  no  crime; 
yet,  I  hope,  they  are  owingonore  to  the 
livelinefs  of  his  wit,  (a  wild  quality, 
which  does  not  always  con  line  itfelf  to 
proper  exercifes)  than  to  his  judgment. 
And  if  I  can  but  fee  the  firft  three  or  four 
months  relidence  over  in  that  wicked 
London,  (which,  they  fay,  is  fo  feduc- 
jj^a  place)  without  adding  to  my  appre- 
henfions,  how  happy  (hail  I  be? 

So  much,  {lightly,  have  I  thought 
proper  to  fay  in  behalf  of  my  dear  Mr. 
B.  For  a  good  wife  cannot  but  hope  for 
a  tweeter  and  more  elevated  companion- 
fhip,  (if  her  prefumptuous  heart  makes 
her  look  upward  with  hope  herfelf)  than 
this  tranfitory  ftatecan  aftbrd  us.  And 
what  a  fad  cafe  is  hers,  who  being  as  ex- 
emplary as  human  frailty  will  permit  her 
to  be,  looks  forward  upon  the  partner  of 
her  adverfe,  and  of  her  profperous  eftate, 
the  hufband  of  her  bofom,  the  father  of 
her  children,  the  head  of  her  family,  as 
a  poor  unhappy  foul,  deltined  to  a  iepa- 
rate  and  a  miferable  exiftence  for  ever ! 
— O  my  ilear  friend  ! — How  can  fuch  a 
thought  be  fupportable ! — But  what  high 
conlblation,  what  tranfport  rather,  at 
times,  muft  hers  be,  who  mail  be  bleffed 
wish  the  hope  of  being  an  humble  inftru- 
ment  to  reclaim  fuch -a  dear,  dear,  thrice 
dear  partner  ! — And  that,  heart  in  heart, 
and  hand  in  hind,  they  mall  one  day 
jffue  forth  from  this  incumbered  ftate 
ijtito  a  blefled  eternity,  benefited  by  each 
others  example ! — I  will  lay  down  my 
pen,  and  enjoy  the  rich  thought  for  a  few 
moments. 

Now,  my  dear  Mifs  Darn  ford,  let  me, 
as  a  fubject  very  pleafing  to  me,  touch 
upon  your  kind  mention  of  the  worthy 
Mr.  Peters1  s  fentiments  in  relation  to 
that  part  of  his  conduct  to  me,  which 
(oppreffed  by  the  terrors  and  apprehen- 
fions  to  which  I  was  fubjected)  once  in- 
deed I  cenfured ;  and  fo  much  the  rea- 
dier, as  I  had  ever  fo  great  an  honour  for 
his  cloth,  that  I  thought,  to  be  a  clergy - 
•ftian,  and  all  that  was  compafTionate, 
.nd  virtuous,  was  the  fame  thing. 

i;iit  v/hcr*  I  came  to  know  Mr.  Peters, 


I  had  a  high  opinion  of  "his  worthmeis'  jf 
and  as  no  one  can  be  perfect  in  this  life, 
thus  I  thought  to  my  lei  f:  How  hard  was 
then  m}'  lot,  to  be  a  caufe  of  (tumbling  to 
fo  worthy  a  heart  I  To  be  fure,  a  gentle- 
man, who  knows  fo  well,  and  practifes  fo 
well,  his  duty,  in  every  other  inftance,and 
preaches  it  fo  efficacioufly  to  others,  muft 
have  been  one  day  fenfible,  that  it  would 
not  have  mifbecome  his  function  and  cha- 
racter to  have  afforded  that  protection  to 
opprefled  innocence,which  was  requefted 
of  him  ;  and  how  would  it  have  grieved 
his  conliderate  mind,  had  my  ruin  been 
compleated,  that  he  aid  not ! 

But  as  he  had  once  a  name-fake,  as 
one  may  fay,  that  failed  in  a  much  greater 
inftance,  let  not  my  want  of  charity  ex- 
ceed his  fault ;  but  let  me  look  upon  it 
as  an  infirmity,  to  which  the  moll  per- 
fect are  liable  :  I  was  a  ftrangerto  him  j 
a  fervant  girl  carried  off  by  her  mailer, 
a  young  gentleman  of  violent  and  law- 
lefs  palfionsj  who,  in  this  very  inftance, 
mewed  how  much  in  earneft  he  was  fet 
upon  effecting  all  his  vile  purpofes ;  and 
whofe  heart  although  God  might  touch, 
it  was  not  probable  any  letter  influence 
could. 

Then  he  was  not  fure,  that  though  he 
might  affift  my  efcape,  I  might  not  af- 
terwards fall  again  into  the  hands  of  Ib 
determined  a  violator ;  and  that  difficulty 
would  not,  with  fuch  a  one,  inhance  his 
refolution  to  overcome  all  obftacles. 

Moreover,  he  might  think,  that  the 
perfon,  who  was  moving  him  to  this 
worthy  meafure,  might  poflibly  be  feek- 
ing  to  gratify  a  view  of  his  own ;  and 
that  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  fave, 
to  outward  appearance,  a  virtue  in  dan- 
ger, he  was,  in  reality,  only  helping  ano- 
ther to  a  wife,  at  the  hazard  of  expofing 
himfelf  to  the  vincjjctivenefs  of  a  violent 
temper,  and  a  rich  neighbour,  who  had 
power  as  well  as  will  to  refent;  for  fucli 
was  his*  apprehenfion,  groundlefs,  in- 
tirely  groundlefs  as  it  was,  though  not 
improbable,  as  it  might  feem  to  him. 

Then  again,  the  fad  examples  fet  by 
too  many  European  fovereigns,  in  whom 
the  royal  and  priejily  offices  are  united 
(for  are  not  kings  the  Lord's  anointed?) 
and  the  little  fcruple  which  many  per- 
fons,  right  reverend  by  their  functions 
and  characters,  too  generally  make,  to 
pay  fordid  courts  and  vifits  (far  from 
bearing  their 
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tlces)  even  to  concubines,  who*  have  in- 
tcreft  to  promote  them*,  are  no  Ihiall 
discouragements  to  a  private  clergyman 
to  do  his  duty,  and  to  make  hhnfelf 
enemies  among  his  powerful  neighbours, 
for  the  caufe  of  virtue.  And  especially 
(forgive  me,  dear  Sir  Simon  Darnford, 
if  you  mould  fee  this)  when  an  eminent 
magiftrate,  one  of  the  principal  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  of  an  independent 
fortune,  who  had  fine  young  ladles  to 
his  daughters,  (who  had  nothing  but 
their  fuperior  conditions,  not  their  lex,  to 
exempt  them  from  like.attempts)  ajuftice 
of  peace,  and  of  the  quorum  j  refufed  to 
BE  a  f  juftice,  though  fuch  a  breach  of 
the  peace  was  made,  and  fuch  a  viola- 
tion of  morals  plainly  intended.  This, 
I  fay,  mil  ft  acfd  to  the  difcouragementof 
a  gentleman  a  little  too  diffident  and  ti- 
morous of  himfeif:  and  who  having  no 
one  to  fecond  him,  had  he  afforded  me 
his  protection,  muft  have  flood  alone  in 
the  gap,  and  made  to  himfeif,  in  an  ac- 
tive gentleman,  an  enemy  who  had  a 
thoufand  defirable  qualities  to  make  one 
wifh  him  for  a  friend. 

For  ail  thefe  confiderations,  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  pity,  rather  than  too 
rigoroufly  to  cenfure,  the  worthy  gentle- 
man. And  I  muft  and  will  always  re- 
fpecl:  him.  And  thank  him  a  thoufand 
times,  my  dear,  in  my  name,  for  his 
goodnefs  in  condefcending  to  acknow- 
ledge, by  your  hand,  his  infirmity,  as 
fuch  :  for  this  gives  an  excellent  proof 
of  the  natural  worthiness  of  his  heart  j 
and  that  it  is  beneath  him  to  feek  to  ex- 
tenuate a  fault,  when  he  thinks  he  has 
committed  one. 

Indeed,  my  dear  friend,  I  have  fo 
much  honour  for  the  clergy  of  all  de- 
grees, that  I  never  forget  in  rny  prayers 
one  article,  that  God  will  make  them 
{fining  lights  to  the  world  j  fmce  fo  much 
depends  on  their  miniftry  and  examples, 
as  well  with  refpect  to  our  publick  as  pri- 
vate duties.  Nor  fliall  the  faults  of  a 
few  make  impreflion  upon  me  to  the  dif- 
ad vantage  of  the  order.  For  I  am  afraid 
a  very  cenforious  temper,  in  this  refpecl, 
is  too  generally  the  indication  of  an  un- 
charitable and  perhaps  a  profligate  heart, 
levelling  characters,  in  order  to  cover 
fome  inward  pride,  or  fecret  enormities, 
which  they  are  afhamed  to  avow,  and 
will  hot  be  inftrufted  to  amend. 


Forgive,  my  dear,  this  tedious  fcrib- 
ble,  I  cannot  for  my  life  write  fhort  let- 
ters to  thofe  I  love.  And  let  me  hope, 
that  you  will  favour  me  with  an  account' 
of  your  new  affair,  and  how  you  proceed 
in  it  j  ami  with  fuch  of  your  converfa- 
tions,  as  may  give  me  fome  notion  of  a 
polite  courtihip.  For,  alas !  your  poor 
friend  knows  nothing  of  this.  All  her 
courtfhip  was  fometimes  a  -harty  fnatch  of 
the  hand,  a  black  and  blue  gripe  of  the 
arm,  and — *  Whither  new  ? — Come  to 
" '  me  when  I  bid  you !'  And  Saucy-face, 
and  Creature,and  fuch  like,  on  his  part— • 
with  fear  and  trembling  on  mine  5  and— 

*  I  will,  I  will ! — Good  Sir,  have  mer- 

*  cyS'     At  other  times  a  fcream,  and 
nobody  to  hear  or  mind  me  j  and  with 
uplift  hands,  bent  knees,   and  tearful 
eyes — <  For  God's  fake,  pity  your  poor 
'  fervant  1  * 

This,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,  was  th« 
hard  treatment  that  attended  my  couri- 
fhip— -Pray,  then,  let  me  know,  how 
gentlemen  court  their  equals  in  degree; 
how  they  look  when  they  addrefs  yon, 
with  their  knees  ^ent,  fighing,  fuppli- 
cating,  and  all  that,  as  Sir  Simon  lays, 
with  the  words  Slave,  Servant,  Admirer, 
continually  at  their  tongues  ends. 

But  after  all,  it  will  beYound,  I  believe, 
that,  be  the  language  and  behaviour  ever 
fo  obfequious,  it  is  all  defigned  to  end 
alike. — The  Englifh,the  plain  Englifh, 
of  the  politeft  addrefs,  is — *  I  am  now, 
1  dear  Madam,  your  humble  fervant : 
* '  pray  be  fo  good  as  to  let  me  be  your 

*  mailer.' — c  Yes,  and  thank  you  too,* 
fays  the  lady's  heart,  though  not  her  lips, 
if  me  likes  him.     And  fb  they  go  to 
church  together  :  and,  in  conclufion,  it 
will  be  happy,  if  thefe  obfequicus  court - 
fhips  end  no  worfe  than  my  frightful 
one. 

But  I  am  convinced,  that  with  a  mrm 
of  fenfe,  a  woman  of  tolerable  prudence 
muft  be  happy. 

That  whenever  you  msrry,  it  may  b<r 
to  fuch  a  man,  who  then  muft  value  you 
as  you  deferve,  and  make  you  happy  as  I 
now  am,  notwithstanding  all  that's  paft, 
wi  flies  and  \>\'zy$joitr  obliged  friend  and 
fervant,  p  g 

N.  B.  Although  Mifs  Darnford  could 
not  receive  the  above  letter  fo  foon,  as  tv» 
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anfwer  It  before  others  were  fent  to  her 
by  her  fair  correfpondentj  yet  we  think 
it  not  amils  to  difpenfe  with  the  order  of 
time,  that  the  reader  may  have  the  letter 
and  anfwer  at  one  view  :  and  mall  on 
other  occafions  take  the  like  liberty. 


LETTER    XXVIII. 

IN  ANSWER  "TO  THE  PRECEDING. 
MY  DEAR   MRS.  B. 

YO  U  charrn  us  all  with  yourletters. 
Mr. Peters  lays  he  will  never  go  to 
bed,  nor  rife,  but  he  will  pray  for  you, 
and  delires  I  wili  return  his  thankful  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  favourable  o*pi- 
nion  of  him,  and  kind  allowances.  If 
there  be  an  angel  on  earth,  he  fays  you 
are  one.  My  papa,  although  he  has  feen 
your  flinging  reflection  upon  his  refufal 
to  protect  you,  is  delighted  with  you  too  j 
and  fays,  when  you  come  down  to  Lin- 
colnfhire  again,  he  will  be  undertaken  by 
you  in  good  earndlj  for  he  thinks  it  was 
wrong  in  him,  to  deny  you  his  protection. 
We  are  pleafed  with  your  apology  for 
Mr.  B .  'Tis  fo  much  the  part  of  a  goud 
wife  to  extenuate  her  hufband's  faults, 
and  make  the  bell  of  his  bad  qualities,  in 
order  to  give  the  world  a  good  opinion 
of  him}  that,  together  with  the  affecting 
inflances  of  your  humility,  in  looking 
back  with  fo  much  true  greatnefs  of 
mind,  to  what  you  were,  make  us  all  join 
to  admire  you,  and  own,  that  nobody  can 
deferve  what  you  delerve. 

Yet  I  am  forry,  my  dear  friend,  to 
find ,  notwi  thftanding  your  defence  of  Mr. 
B.  that  you  have  any  apprehenfions  about 
London.  'Tis  pity  any  thing  fbould  give 
you  concern.  As  to  Mr.  B.'s  talking 
in  favour  of  polygamy,  you  cannot  ex- 
pect, that  he  can  fhake  off  all  his.  bad  no- 
tions at  once.  And  it  muft  be  a  great 
comfort  to  you,  that  his  aftions  do  not 
correfpond,  and  that  his  liberties  have 
been  reduced  to  notions  only.  In  time, 
we  hope  that  he  will  be  every  thing  you 
wifh  him.  If  not,  with  fuch  an  example 
before  him,  he  will  be  the  more  culpa- 
ble. 

We  all  fmiled  at  the  defcription  of  your 
own  uncommon  courtfliip.  And,  as 
they  fay,  the  days  of  courtfhip  are  the 
happiefl  part  of  life,  if  we  had  not  known 
that  your  days  of  marriage  are  happier 
by  far  than  any  other  body's  courtfhip, 


we  mufl  needs  have  pitied  you.  But  as 
the  one  were  days  of  trial  and  tempta- 
tion, the  other  are  days  of  reward  and 
happinefs:  may  the  lafl  always  continue 
to  be  fo,  and  you'll  have  no  occafion  to 
think  any  body  happier  than  Mrs.  B.! 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  good 
wi flies  as  to  the  man  of  fenfe.  Mr.  Mur- 
ray has  been  here,  and  continues  his  vifits. 
He  is  a  lively  gentleman,  well  enough  in 
his  perfon,  has  a  tolerable  charaaer",  yet 
loves  company,  and  will  take  his  bottle 
freely  j  my  papa  likes  him  ne'er  the  worfe 
for  that :  he  talks  a  good  deal ;  dreffes 
gay,  and  even  richly,  and  feems  to  like 
his  own  perfon  very  well:  no  great  plea- 
fure  tin's  for  a  lady  to  look  forward  to  j 
yet  he  falls  Tar  fhort  of  that  genteel  cafe, 
and  graceful  behaviour,  which  diftinguifh 
your  Mr.B.  from  any-body  I  know. 

I  wifh  Mr.  Murray  would  apply  to  my 
fifler.  She  is  an  ill-natured  girl:  but 
would  make  a  good  wife,  I  hope ;  and 
fancy  fhe'd  like  him  well  enough.  I  can't 
fay  I  do.  He  laughs  too  much ;  has 
fomeihing  boifterousin  his  converfationj 
his  complaifance  is  not  a  pretty  complai- 
fance  :  he  is,  however,  well  verfed  in 
country  fports ;  and  my  papa  loves  him 
for  that  too,  and  fays — *  He  is  a  moft  ac- 
'  complifhed  gentleman.' — *  Yes,  Sir/ 
cry  I,  <  as  gentlemen  go.'— <  You  mujl 
befaucy,'  fays  Sir  Simon, '  becaufe  the 
man  offers  himfelf  to  yoxir  acceptance. 
A  few  years  hence,  perhaps,  if  you  re- 
main fmgle,  you'll  alter  your  note, 
Polly,  and  be  willing  to  jump  at  a  muck 
lef*  worthy  tender.' 
I  could  not  help  anfwering  that,  al- 


though  I  paid  due  honour  to  every  thin 
that  my  papa  was  pleafed  to  fay,  I  coul 
not  but  hope  he  would  be  miftaken  in 
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this. 


But  I  have  broken  my  mind  to  my 
dear,  my  indulgent  mamma,  who  tells 
me,  me  will  do  me  all  the  pleafure  me 
can;  but  would  be  loth  the  youngeft 
daughter  fhould  go  fir/},  as  fhe  calls  it. 
But  if  I  could  come  and  live  with  you  a 
little  now-and-then,  I  did  not  care  who 
married,  unlefs  fuch  an  one  offered,  as 
I  never  expect. 

I  have  great  hope,  the  gentleman  will 
be  eafily  perfuaded  to  quit  me  for  Nancyj 
for  I  fee  he  has  not  delicacy  enough  to 
love  with  any  great  didinction.  He  fays, 
as  my  mamma  tells  me  by-the-bye,  that 
I  am  the  handfomeft,and  beft  humoured, 
and  he  has  found  out,  as  he  thinks,  that 
1  have  fome  wit,  and  have  &afe  and  free- 

dom 
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dom  (and  he  tacks  innocence  to  them) 
in  my  addrels  and  conversation.  'Tis 
well  for  me,  he  is  of  this  opinion ;  for  if 
he  thinks  juftly,  which  I  much  queftion, 
any -body  may  think  fo  ftill  much  more  ; 
for  I  have  been  far  from  taking  pains  to 
eiigage  his  good  word,  having  been  under 
more" refer ve  to  him,  than  ever  I  was  be- 
fore to  any  body. 

Indeed,  I  can't  help  it;  for  the  gentle- 
man is  forward  without  delicacy;  and 
(pardon  me,  Sir  Simon,)  my  papa  has 
not  one  bit  of  it  neither;  but  is  forpufh- 
ing  matters  on,  with  his  rough  railleryy 
that  puts  rr>e  out  of  countenance,  and  has 
already  ;.  '.  ufted  the  fordid  part  of  the 
prelimim^ '•:$,  as  lie  tells  me. 

Yet  I  L.,pe  Nancy's  three  thoufand 
pound  fortune  more  than  I  am  likely  to 
have*,  will  give  her  the  wi(lied-for  pre- 
ference with  Mr.  Murray;  and  then,  as 
to  a  brother-in-law,  in  profpecl,  I  can 
put  off  all  reftraint,  and  return  to  my 
ufual  freedom. 

This  is  all  that  occurs  worthy  of  notice 
from  us  :  but  from  you,  we  expect  an 
account  of  Lady  DaveiVs  vifit,  and  of 
the  converfations  that  offer  among  you  j 
and  you  have  fo  delightful  a  way  of  mak- 
ing every  thing  .nomentous,  either  by 
your  fubjecl  or  reflections,  or  both,  that 
we  long  for  every  poft-day,  in  hopes  of 
the  pleafure  of  a  letter. — And  yours  I 
will  always  carefully  preferve,  asfo  many 
testimonies  of  the  honour  I  receive  in  this 
correfpondence :  which  will  be  always 
efteemed  as  it  deferves,  by,  my  dear  Mrs. 
B.  your  obliged  and  faithful, 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

Mrs.  Peters,  Mrs.  Jones,  my  papa,  mam- 
ma, and  filler,  prefent  their  refpe&s. 
Mr.  Peters  I  mentioned  before.  He 
continues  to  give  a  very  good  account 
of  poor  Jewkes ;  and  is  much  pleaied 
with  her. 


LETTER     XXIX. 

MV  DEAR   MISS  DARNFORD, 

AT  your  defire,  and  to  oblige  your 
honoured  mamma,  and  your  good 
neighbours,  I  will  now  acquaint  you  with 
the  arrival  of  Lady  Davers,  and  will  oc- 
caiionally  write  what  pafTes  among  us :  I 
will  not  fay  worthy  of  notice  $  for  were 
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I  only  to  do  So,  I  fhould  be  more  brief, 
perhaps,  by  much,  than  you  feem  to  ex- 
pect. But  as  my  time  is  pretty  much 
taken  up,  and  I  find  I  mall  be  obliged  to 
write  a  bit  now,  and  a  bit  then,  you  muft 
excufe  me,  if  I  difpenfe  with  fo'me  forms, 
which  I  ought  to  cbferve,  when  I  write 
to  one  I  fo  dearly  love;  and  fo  I  will  give 
it  journal-wile,  as  it  were,  and  have  no 
regard,  when  it  would  fetter  or  break  in 
upon  my  freedom  of  narration,  to  infcrip- 
tion  or  fubfcription;  but  fend  it  as  I  have 
.opportunity:  and  if  you  pleafe  to  favour 
me  fo  far,  as  to  lend  it  me,  after  you  have 
read  the  ftufF,  for  the  perufal  of  my  fa- 
ther and  mother,  to  whom  my  duty  and 
pi'Gimit:  require  me  to  give  an  account  of 
my  proceedings,  it  will  Cave  me  tranfcrip- 
tion,  for  which  I  fliall  have  no  time;  and 
then  you  will  excufe  blots  arid  blurs, an6*  I 
will  trouble  myfelf  no  farther  for  apolo- 
gies on  that  fcore,  but  this  once  for  all. 

If  you  think  it  worth  while,  when  they 
have  read  it,  you  (hall  have  it  again. 


WEDNESDAY   MORNING,  SIX 
O'CLOCK. 

FO R  my  dear  friend  permits  me  to 
rife  an  hour  fooner  than  ufual,  that 
I  may  have  time  to  fcribble;  for  he  is  al- 
ways pleafed  to  fee  me  fo  employed,  or  in 
reading;  often  faying,  when  I  am  at  my 
needle,  (as  his  filter  once  wrotef)  '  Your 

*  maids  can  do  this,  Pamela ;  but  they 

*  cannot  write  as  you  can.''  And  yet, 
as  he  tells  me,  when  I  choofe  to  follow 
my  needle,  as  a  diverfion  from  too  interife 
ftudy,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  call  it,  (but, 
alas  !  I  know  not  what  ftudy  is,  as  may- 
be eafily  guefled  by  my  halty  writing, 
putting  down  everything  as  it  comes)  I 
fliall  then  do  as  I  pleafe.     But  you  muft 
underftand  Ipromifed  at  fettingout,what 
a  good  wife  I'd  endeavour  to  makej: 
and  every  honeft  body  fhould  try  to  be  as 
good  as  her  word,  you  know;  and  fu.ch 
particulars  as  I  then  mentioned,  I  think 
I  ought  to  difpenfe  with  as  little  as  pof- 
fible;  efpecially  as  I  promifed  no  more 
than  what  was  my  duty  to  perform,  if  I 
had  not  promifed. — But  what  a  preamble 
is  here  ?  Judge  by  it  what  im  pertinencies 
you  may  expect  as  I  proceed. 

Yefterday  about  fix  in  the  evening  ar- 
rived here  my  Lord  and  Lady  Davers, 
their  nephew,  and  the  Countefs  of  C. 


*  See  VoML  page  198.        f  Sec  this  Vol.  p.  310,         J  Vol.  II.  p.  158 
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mother  of  Lady  Betty,  whom  we  did  not 
expect,  but  took  it  for  the  greater  favour. 
It  ieems  her  ladyfhip  longed,  as  fhe  faid, 
to  fee  me-^  and  this  was  her  principal  in- 
ducement. The  two  ladies,  and  their  two 
women,  were  in  Lord  Davers's  coach 
and  fix,  and  my  lord  and  his  nephew  rode 
on  horfeback,  attended  with  a  train  of 
fervants. 

We  had  expected  them  to  dinner;  but 
they  could  not  reach  time  enough}  for  the 
cuuntefs  being  a  little  incommoded  with 
her  journey,  the  coach  travelled  fiowly. 
IV ly  lady  would  not  fuffer  her  lord,  nor 
his  nephew  to  come  hither  before  her, 
though  on  horfeback,  becaufe  fhe  would 
be  prefent,  fhe  laid,  when  his  lordihip  firft 
faw  me,  he  having  quite  forgot  her  mo- 
ther's Pamela;  that  was  her  word. 

It  rained  when  they  came  in  5  fo  the 
coach  drove  dire6tly  to  the  door,  and  Mr. 
B.  received  them  there  :  but  I  was  in  a 
little  fort  of  flutter,  which  Mr.  B.  obferv- 
ing,  made  me  fit  down  in  the  parlour  to 
compofe  myfelf.  *  Where's  Pamela?' 
iaid  my  lady,  as  foon  as  me  alighted. 

I  ftept  out,  left  fhe  mould  take  it  amifsj 
and  fhe  took  my  hand,  and  killed  me : 

*  Here,  my  lady  countefs,'  laid  me,  pre- 
fenting  me  to  her — l  here's  the  girl :  fee 

*  if  I  faid  too  much  in  praife  of  her  per- 
«  fon.' 

The  countefs  faluted  me  with  a  vifible 
pleafure  in  her  eye,  and  laid — '  Indeed, 
'  Lady  Davers,  you  have  not.  'Twould 
'  have  been  ftrange,  (excufeme,Mrs.B. 

*  for  I  know  your  ftory)  if  fuch  a  fine 
'  flower  had  not  been  tranfplanted  from 
'  the  field  to  the  garden.' 

I  made  no  return,  but  by  a  low  curt- 
fey,  to  her  ladyfhip's  compliment.  Then 
Lady  Davers  taking  my  hand  again,  pre- 
lented  me  to  her  lord :  *  See  here,my  lord, 

*  my  mother'sPamela.' — « And  fee  here, 
'  my  lord,'  faid  her  generous  brother, 
taking  my  other  hand  moft  kindly,  *  fee 

*  here  youf  brother's  Pamela  too!' 
My  lord  faluted  me :  *  I  do,'  faid  he  to 

his  lady :  «  I  do,'  faid  he  to  his  brother ; 
'  and  I  fee  the  firft  perfon  in  her,  that 

*  has  exceeded  my  expectation,   when 
'  every  mouth  had  prepared  me  to  expect 

*  a  wonder.' 

Mr.  H.  whom  every  one  calls  Lord 
Jackey,  after  his  aunt's  example,  when 
ihe  is  in  good  humour  with  him,  and  who 
is  a  \  try  young  gentleman,  though  about 
as  old  as  my  beft  friend,  came  to  me  next, 
and  faid — '  Lovelier  and  lovelier,  by  my 

*  life  I— I  never  faw  your  peer,  Madam. ' 


Will  you  excufe  me,  my  dear,  nil  thi« 
feeming  vanity,  for  the  fake  of  repeating 
exaftly  what  paffed  ? 

'  Well,  but,'  faid  my  lady,  taking  my 
hand,  in  her  free  quality  way,  which  quite 
dafhed  me,  and  holding  it  at  a  diftance, 
and  turning  me  half  round,  her  eye  fixed 
to  my  wailt,  «  let  me  obferve  you  a  little, 
my  tweet-faced  girl  ! — I  hope  I  am 
right:  I  hope  you  will  do  credit  to  my 
brother,  as  he  has  done  you  credit,— 
Why  do  you  let  her  lace  fb  tight, 
Mr.  B.' 

I  was  unable  to  look  up,  as  you  may 
belie  ve,Mifs :  my  face,  all  over  fcarlet, was 
hid  in  my  bolbm,  and  I  looked  fofillj  !— • 
'  Ay,'  faid  my  naughty  lady,  '  you 

*  may  well  look  down,  my  good  girl:  for 

*  works  of  this  nature  will  not  be  long 
'  hidden. — And,  O !  my  lady,'  (to  the 
countefs)  <  lee  how  like  a  pretty  thief  die. 
«  looks!' 

«  Dear  my  lady !'  faid  I-— for  ftill  me 
kept  looking  at  me  :  and  her  good  bro- 
ther, feeing  my  confufion,  in  pity  to  me, 
preifed  my  blufhiug  face  a  moment  to  his 
generous  breaftj  and  faid — '  Lady  Da- 
vers, you  fhoukl  not  be  thus  hard  upon 
my  dear  girl,  the  moment  you  fee  her, 
andbefore  fo  many  witnefles : — but  look 
up,  rajt-beft  love,  take  your  revenge  of 
my  lifter,  and  tell  her,  yovuwifh  her  in 
the  fame  way.' 

'  It  is  fo  then,'  faid  my  lady !  *  I'm 
glad  of  it  with  all  my  heart.  I  will  now 
love  you  better  and  better  j— but  I  almoft 
doubted  it,  feeing  her  frill  fo  {lender. 
— But  if,  my  good  child,  you  lace  too 
tight,  I'll  never  forgive  you.'    And  fo 
me  gave  me  a  kifs  of  congratulation,  as 
flie  faid. 

Do  you  think  I  did  not  look  very  filly  ? 
—My  lord,  foiling, , and  gazing  at  me 
from  head  to  foot,  Lord  Jackey  grinning 
and  laughing,  like  an  oaf,  as  I  then,  in 
my  fpite,  thought.    Indeed  the  countefs 
faid,  encouragingly  to  me,  but  feverely 
on  perfon s  of  birth — '  Lady  Davers,  you 
are  as  much  too  teazing,  as  Mrs.B. 
is  too  bafliful.-^Btit  you  are  a  happy 
man,  Mr.B.  tl  ^t  your  lady's  bafhful- 
nefs  is  the  principal  mark  by  which  we 
can  judge  fhe  is  not  of  quality.'    Lord 
Jackey,  in  the  language  of  fome  character 
in  a  play,  cried  out — '  A  palpable  hit,  by 
1  Jupiter'.'    and   laughed   egregioufly, 
running  about  from  one  to  another,  re- 
peating the  fame  words. 

We  talked  only  upon  common  topicks 
till  fupper-time,  and  I  was  all  ear,  as  I 

thought 
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thought  it  became  'me  to  be  5  for  the 
countefs  had  by  her  firit  compliment, 
and  by  an  aipecl  as  noble  as  intelligent, 
over-awed  me,as  I  may  lay, into  afeipecl- 
ful  filence,  to  which  Lady  Davers's  tree, 
though  pleafant  raillery,  (which  ihe  could 
not  help  carrying  on  now-and-then)  con- 
tributed. Beiides,  Lady  Davsrs's  letters 
had  given  nie  1H11  greater  reaibn  to  revere 
her  wit  and  judgment  than  I  had  before,, 
when  I  reflected  on  her  paffionate  tem- 
per, and  fuch  parts  of  the  converfation  I 
had  had  with  her  ladyfhip  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood; which  (however  to  be  ad- 
mired) fell  fhort  of  her  letters. 

When  we  were  to  fit  down  at  table,  I 
looked,  I  fuppofe,  a  little  diffidently ;  for 
I  really  then  thought  of  my  lady's  anger 
at  the  Hall,  when  me  would  not  have  per- 
mitted me  to  fit  at  table  with  her*;  and 
Mr.  B.  faying — «  Take  your  place,  my 
'  dear ;  you  keep  our  friends  Handing ;' 
I  fat  down  in  my  ufual  feat.     And  my 
lady  faid — <  None  of  your  reproaching 
eye,  Pamela;  I  know  what  you  hint  at 
by  it:  and  every  letter  I  have  received 
from  you,  has  helped  to  make  me  cen- 
frire  mylelf  for  my  lady  -  air s ,  as  you 
call  'em,  you  faucebox  you :  I  told  you, 
I'd  lady-airs  you  when  I  faw  you  ; 
and  you  mail  have  it  all  in  good  time.' 
«  I'm  Cure,1  faid  I,  <  I  mall  have  no- 
thing from  your  ladyfhip,  but  what  will 
be  very  agreeable:  but,  indeed,  I  never 
meant  any  thing  particular  by  that,  or 
any  other  word  that  I  wrote;  nor  could 
I  think  of  any  thing  but  what  was 
highly  refpeclful  to  your  ladyfhip.' 
Lord  D avers  was  p  leafed  to  iky,  that 
it  was  impoflible  I  fhould  either  write  or 
fpeak  any   thing  that  could   be   taken 
amifs. 

Lady  Davers,  after  fupper,  and  the  fer- 
vants  were  withdrawn,  began  a  difcourfe 
on  titles,  and  faid — '  Brother,  I  think  you 
fhould  hold  yourfelf  obliged  to  my  Lord 
Davers;  for  he  has  fpoken  to  Lord  S. 
who  made  him  a  vilit  a  few  days  ago, 
to  procure  you  a  baronet's  patent.  Your 
eltate,  and  the  figure  you  make  in  the 
world,  are  fo  confidtra'ble,  and  your  fa- 
mily beiules  is  fo  ancient,  that,  me- 
thinks,  you  mould  wifh  for  fome  dif- 
tinclion  of  that  fort.' 
'  Yes,  brother,'  laid  my  lord,  '  I  did 
mention  it  to  Lord  S.  and  told  him, 


withal,  that  it  was  without  your  know- 
ledge or  deiire,  that  I  fpoke  about  it ; 
and  I  was  not  very  lure  you  would  ac- 
cept of  it  j  but  'tis  a  thing  your  fiftev 
has  wifhed  for  a  good  while.' 

*  What  anfwer  did  my  Lord  S.  make 
to  it?' faid  Mr.  B. 

*  He  faid — "  We,"  meaning  the  mi- 
nifters,  I  fuppofe,  (t  mould  be  glad  to 

oblige  a  man  of  Mr.  B.'s  figure  in  the 
world;  but  you  mention  it  fo  flightiy, 
that  you  can  hardly  expert  courtiers 
will  tender  it  to  any  gentleman  that  is 
fo  indifferent  about  it;  for,  Lord  Da- 
vers, we  feldom  grant  honours  with- 
out a  view,  I  tell  you  that,"  added  he, 
fmiling.' 

*  My  Lord  S.  might  mention  this  as  a 
jeft,'  returned  Mr.  B.  *  but  he  fpoke  the 
truth.     But  your  lord/hip  faid  well, 
that  I  was  indifferent  about  it.     'Tis 
true,  'tis  an  hereditary  title :  but  the 
rich  citizens,  who  ufed  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  title  of  Knight,  (till  they  made 
it  fo  common,  that  it  is  brought  into 
as  great  contempt  almoil  as  that  of  the  -f 
French  knights  of  St.  Michael,  and 
nobody  cares  to  accept  of  it)  now  are 
ambitious  of  this;  and,  as  I  apprehend, 
it  is  hardening  apace  into  like  difrepute. 
Bolides,  'tis  a  novel  honour,  and  what 
the  ancettors  of  our  family,  who  lived 
at  it's  mftitution,  would  never  accept 
of.    But  were  it  a  peerage  they  would 
give  me,  which  has  fome  effential  pri- 
vileges and  fplendours  annexed  to  it, 
that  would  make  it  deiirable  to  fome 
men,  I  would  nutfrnter  into  conditions 
for  it.    Titles  at  belt,'  added  he,  {  are 
but  fhadows,  and  he  that  has  the  fub- 
ilance,  fhould  be  above  valuing  them  : 
for  who  that  has  the  whole  bird,  would 
pride  himfelf  upon  a  fingle  feathci  r ' 
*'  But,'  faid  my  lady, «  although  I  ac- 
knowledge, that  the  inftitution  is  of  late 
date,  yet,  as  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home, 
it  is  regarded  as  a  title  of  dignity,  and 
it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  beft  families 
among  the  gentry  are  diftinguifhed  by 
it,  I  mould  be  giad  you  would  accept 
of  it.     And  as  to  citizens  who  have  itr 
they  are  not  many  ;  and  fome  of  this 
clafs  of  people,  or  their  immediate  de- 
fcendants  however,  have  bought  them- 
ielves  into  the  peerage  itfelf  of  the  one 
kingdom  or  the  other.1 


See  Vol.11,  p.  249. 

f   This  order  was  become  fo  fcandaloufly  corqmon  in  France,  tha%  *n  order  to  f'jpprcfs 
it,  the  hangman  was  yetted  with  the  enfigus  yi  it,  which  effca»a!!y  aboli/hed  it. 
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'  As  to  what  it  is  looked  upon  abroad,' 
faid  Mr.  B,  '  this  is  of  no  weight  at  all ; 

*  for  when  an  Englishman  travels,  be  he 
4  of  what  degree  he  will,  if  he  has  an 

equipage,  and  fquanders  hi<  money 
away,  he  is  a  lord  of  courfe  with  fo- 
reigners :  and  therefore  Sir  Such-a-one 
is  rather  a  diminution  to  him,  as  it  fixes 
'  him  down  to  a  lower  title  than  his  va- 
nity would  perhaps  make  him  afpire  to 
be  thought  in  the  poffcflion  of.  Then, 

*  as  to  citizens,  in  a  trading  nation  like 

*  this,  I  am  not  difpleafed  in  the  main, 
'  with  feeing  the  overgrown  ones,  creep- 
'  ing  into  nominal  honours  ;  and  we  have 
'  fo  many  of  our  firft  titled  families  who 

*  have  allied  themfelves  to  trade,  (whole 

*  inducements  were  .money  only)  that  it 

*  ceafes  to  be  either  a  wonder  as  to  the 

*  faft,  oradifgrace  to  the  honour.' 

«  Well,  brother,'  faid  my  lady,  <  I  will 
'  tell  you  farther,  the  thing  may  be  had 

*  for  afking  for:  if  you  will  but  go  to 
f  court,   and  defire  to  kifs  the  king's 
'  hand,  that  will  be  all  the  trouble  you'll 

*  have :  and  pray  now  oblige  me  in  it.' 

*  If  a  title  would  make  me  either  a 
'-  better  or  a  wifer  man,'  replied  Mr.B. 
'  I  would  embrace  it  with  pleafure.  Be- 

*  fides,  I  am  not  fo  intirely  fatisfied  with 
'  Jbme  of  the  meafures  now  purfuing,  as 

*  to  owe  any  obligation  to  the  minifters. 

*  Accepting  of  a  fmali  title  from  them, 
'  is  but  like  putting  on  their  badge,  or 
'  lifting  under  their  banners}  like  acer- 
'  tain  lord  we  all  know,  who  accepted  of 

*  one  degree  more  of  title  to  fhew  he  was 

*  theirs,  and  woul  iinot  have  an  higher, 

*  left  it  fhould  be  thought  a  fatisfaclion 
'  tantamount  to  half  the  penfion  he  de- 

*  mamled  :  and  could  I  be  eafy  to  have 
'  it  .("'ippofed,  that  I  was  an  ungrateful 
'  man  for  voting  as  I  pleafed  becaufe 

*  they  gave  me  the  title  of  a  Baronet?' 
The  countefs  laid,  the  world  always 

thought.  Mr.,  B.  to  be  a  man  of  fteady 
principles,  and'  not  attached  to  any  party; 
but  it  was  her  opinion,  that  it  was  far 
from  being  inconfiitent  with  any  gentle- 
man's honour  and  independency,  to  ac- 
cept of  a  title  from  a  prince  he  acknow- 
ledged as  his  fovereign. 

'  "'Tis  very  true,  Mad  am,1  replied  Mr. 
B.  *  that  I  am  attached  to  no  party,  nor 
ever  will ;  and  1  have  a  mean  opinion  of 
many  of  the  heads  of  both:  nay,  I  will 
fay  further,  that  I  wiih  at  my  heart,  the 
eupilevncn  in  the  adminiAratibn  world 
pisriue •fuch  meafvres,  that  I  could  give 
them  every  vote  j  a»  I  always  will  every 


'  one  that  I  can;  and  I  have  no  very  high 
'  opinion  of  thole  who,  right  or  wrong, 
'  would  diftrefs  or  embarrafs  a  govern - 

*  ment.     For  this  is  certain,  that  our 

*  governors  cannot  be  always   in   the 

*  wrong;  and  he  therefore  who  never 
'  gives  them  a  vote,  muft  fometimes  be 
'  in  the  wrong  as  well  as  they,  and  muft, 

*  moreover,  have  feme  view  he  will  not 
'  own.  But  in  a  country  like  ours,  where 

*  each  of  tne  legislative  powers  is  in  a 
'  manner  independent,  and  where  they 

*  are  defigned  as  mutual  checks  upon  one 

*  another,  I  have,  notwithftanding,  fo 
'  great  an  opinion  of  the  neceflity  of  an 

*  oppofition  fometimes,  that  I  am  con- 

*  vinced  it  is  that  which  muft  preferve 

*  our  constitution.     I  will  therefore  be 
'  a  country  gentleman,  in  the  true  fenfe~ 
'  of  the  word,  and  will  accept  of  no  fa- 
'  vour  that  fnall  make  any- one  think  I 

*  would  not  be  of  the  oppofition  when  I 
'  think  it  a  neceflary  one;  as,  on  the 
'  other  hand,  I  mould  fcorn  to  makemy- 
'  felf  a  round  to  any  man's  ladder  of 
'  preferment,  or  a  caballer  for^the  fake 
'  of  my  own.' 

*  You  fay  well,  brother,"   returned 
Lady  Davers  ;  '  but  you  may  undoubt- 

*  edly  keep  your  own  principles  and  in- 
'  dependency,  and  yet  pay  your  duty  to 
'  the  king,  and  accept  of  this  title  ;  for 
'  your  family  and  fortune  will  be  a  great- 

*  er  ornament  to  the  title,  than  the  title 
'  to  you.' 

'  Then  what  occafion  have  I  for  it,  if 

*  that  be  the  cafe,  Madam?' 

*  Why,  I  can't  fay,  but  I  mould  be 
1  glad  you  had  it,   for  your  family's 

*  fake,  as  it  is  an    hereditary  honour. 
'•  Then  it  would  mend  the  ftyie  of  your 
4  fpoufe  here  ;  for  the  good  girl  is  at  fuch 

*  a  lofs  for  an  epithet  when  fhe  writes, 
'  thru  I  fee  the  ccnftraint  fhe  lies  under. 
'  It  is — "  My  dear  gentleman,  my  btft 
u  frit'nd,my  "benefactor, my  dearMr.B." 

*  whereas  Sir  William  would  turn  off"  her 
4  periods  more  roundly,  and  no  other 
'  loiter  epithets  would  be  wanting.' 

*  To  me/  replied  he,  *  who  always 

*  defire  to  be  diftinguifhed  as  my  Pa- 
'  meia's  V'.eft  friend,  and  think  it  an  ho- 
'  rour  to  be  called  her  dear  Mr.  B.  and 
'  her  dear  man,  this  reafon  weighs  very 
'  little,  unlels   there  were  no  other  Sir 

*  William  in  the  kingdom  than  her  Sir 

*  William ;  for  I  am  very  emulous  of  her 

*  favour,  I  can  tell  you,  and  think  it  n® 

*  fmall  dilthiclion/ 

-I  blufLecl  at  this  too  great  honour,  be- 
fore 


fore  fuch  company,  and  was  afraid  my 
lady  would  be  a  little  piqued  at  it.  But 
after  a  paufe,  me  faid— «  Well  then, 

*  brother,  will  you  let  Pamela  decide 

*  upon  this  point?' 

'  Rightly    put,'    faid  the  countefs. 

*  Pray  let  Mrs.  B.  choofe  for  you,  Sir. 

*  My  lady  has  hit  the  thing/ 

'  Very  good,  very  good,  by  my  foul,* 
fays  Lord  Jackey ;  '  let  my  young  aunt^ 
that  was  his  word,  '  choofe  for  you,  Sir.' 

<  Well  then,  Pamela/   faid  Mr.  B. 

*  give  xis  your  opinion,  as  to  this  point.' 
*  But,  riruY  laid  Lady  Davers,  *  fay 

*  you  will  be  determined  by  it ;  or  elfe 

*  fhe  will  be  laid  under  a  difficulty.' 

<  Well  then,'  replied  he,  <  be  it  fo.— 

*  I  will  be  determined  by  your  opinion, 

*  my  dear  :  give  itme  freely.' 

Lord  Jackey  rubbed  his  hands  toge- 
ther— '  Charming,  charming,  as  I  hope 

*  to  live!     By  Jove,  this  is  juft  as  I 
«  wifhed!' 

'  Well,  now,  Pamela,'  faid  my  lady, 

*  fpeak  your  true  heart  without  difguife: 

*  I  charge  you  do.' 

'  Why  then,  gentlemen  and  ladies/ 
faid  I,  *  if  I  muft  be  fo  bold  as  to  fpeak 
'  on  a  fubjecl:,  upon  which,  on  feveral 
'  accounts,  it  would  become  me  to  be 
'  filent,  I  fhould  be  againjl  the  title; 

*  but  perhaps  my  reafon  is  of  too  private 

*  a  nature,  to  weigh  any  thing ;  and  if 

*  fo,  it  would  not  become  me  to  have  any 
'  choice  at  all.' 

They  all  called  upon  me  for  my  rea- 
fon j  and  I  faid,  looking  down  a  little 
abafhed — '  It  is  this:  Here  my  dear  Mr. 
B.  has  difparaged  himfelf  by  diftin- 
guifhing,  as  he  has  done,  fuch  a  low 
creature  as  I ;  and  the  world  will  be 
apt  to  fay,  he  is  feeking  to  repair  one 
way  the  honour  he  has  loft  another  ; 
and  then,  perhaps,  it  will  be  attributed 
to  my  pride  and  ambition  :  "  Here," 
they  will  perhaps  fay,  "  the  proud  cot- 
tager will  needs  be  a  lady,  in  hopes  to 
(  conceal  her  defcent ;"  whereas,  had  I 
fuch  a  vain  thought,  it  would  be  but 
making  it  the  more  remembered  againft 
both  Mr.  B.  and  myfelf.  And  indeed, 
as  to  my  own  part,  I  take  too  much 
pride  in  having  been  lifted  up  into  this 
diftinclion,  for  the  caufes  to  which  I 
owe  it,  your  brother's  bounty  and  ge- 
1  nerojity,  than  to  beafhamed  of  what  I 

*  ivas  :  onlv  novv-and-then  I  am  con- 
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cerned  for  his  own  fake,  left  he  fhould 
be  too  much  cenfured.  But  this  would 
not  be  prevented,  but  rather  be  pro- 
moted by  the  title.     So  I  am  humbly 
of  opinion  againft  the  title.' 
Mr.  B.  had  hardly  patience  to  hear  me 
out,  but  came  to  me,    and  folding  his 
arms  about  me,  faid — «  Juft  as  I  wifhed, 
'  have  you  anfwered,  my  beloved  Pa- 
'  mela :  I  was  never  yet  deceived  in  you ; 
'  no,  not  once. 

*  Madam,'  faid  he  to  the  countefs, 
Lord  Davers,  Lady  Davers,  *  do  we 
'  want  any  titles,  think  you,  to  make 

*  us  happy,  but  what  we  can  confer  upon 

*  ourfelves  ?'     And  he  preffedmy  hand 
to  his  lips,  as  he  always  honours  me  moft 
in  company ;  and  went  to  his  place  high- 
ly plealed  j  while  his  fine  manner  drew 
tears  from  my  eyes,  and  made  his  noble 
fifter'sand  the  countefs's  gliften  too. 

«  Well,  for  my  part,1  faid  Lady  Da- 
vers, ' '  thou  art  a  ftrange  girl :  where,  as 

*  my  brother  once  faid*,  gotteft  thou  all 
'  this  ?'      Then,  pleafanSy  humorous, 
as  if  fhe  was  angry,  fhe  changed  her 
tone — {  What  fignify  thy  meek  words 

*  and  humble  fpeeches,  when  by  thy  ac- 
«  tions,  as  well  as  fentiments,  thou  re- 
'  flefteftupon  us  all?  Pamela,'  faid  fhe, 

*  have  lefs  merit,  or  take  care  to  conceal 
'  it  better  :  I  mall  otherwifehave  no  more 
'  patience  with  thee,  than  thy  monarch 
'  has  juft  now  fhevvn.* 

The  countefs  was  pleafed  to  fay— 
'  You're  a  happy  couple  indeed  ! — And 
'  I  muft  needs  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  B. 
'  four  lines  of  Sir  William  Davenant, 
'  upon  a  lady  who  could  notpoflibly  de- 
'  ferve  them  fo  much  as  yours  does  : 

«  She  ne'er  faw  courts  j  but  courts  cou'd  have 

tl  outdone 
"  With  untaught  looks,  and  an  unprac- 

«'  tls'd  heart } 
'*  Her  nets,  the  moft  prepar'd  could  never 

"  ihun; 

"  For  Nature  fpread  th^m  in  the  fcorn 
««  of  Art.'1 


But,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,  how" 
lucky  one  fometimes  is,  in  having  what 
one  fays  well  accepted  !  Ay,  that  is  all 
in  all.  Since  the  reafyn  for  the  anfwer 
I  gave  was  fo  obvious*  that  one  in  my 
circumuances  could  not  have  miffed  it. 
Yet  what  compliments  had  I  upon  it  I 


*  S«e  Yol,  1.  p.  34. 
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""TJs  a  fign  they  were  prepared  to  think 
well  of  me  5  and  that's  my  great  plea- 
fure  and  happinefs. 

Such  Tort  of  entertainment  as  this  you 
jire  to  expert  from  your  correfpondent. 
.,1  cannot  do  better  than  I  can ;  and  it 
may  appear  fuch  a  mixture  of  felf-praife, 
vanity,  and  impertinence,  that  I  expect 
you  will  tell  me  freely,  as  foon  as  this 
comes  to  your  hand,  whether  it  be  to- 
lerable to  you.  Yet  I  muft  write  on, 
for  my  dear  father  and  mother's  fake, 
who  require  it  of  me,  and  are  prepared  to 
approve  of  every  thing  that  comes  from 
me,  for  no  other  reafon  but  that :  and  I 
think  you.  ought  to  leave  me  to  write  to 
them  only,  as  I  cannot  hope  it  will  be 
intcrtainingtoanybody  elfe,  without  ex- 
pccling  as  much  partiality  and  favour 
from  others,  as  I  have  from  my  dear  pa- 
ients.  Meantime  I  conclude  here  my 
firtl  convei  fation- piece  ;  and  am,  and 
xvil]  be,  always  your  i,  <Sc« 

P.  B. 


LETTER     XXX. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  SIX  O'CLOCK. 

OUR  breakfaft  oonverfation  yefter- 
day,  (at  which  only  Mrs.  Wor- 
dcn,  my  lady's  woman,  and  my  Polly 
attended)  was  ib  whimfically  particu- 
lar,' (though  I  doubt  ibme  of  it,  at  leaft, 
will  apptar  too  trifling)  that  I  cannot 
help  acquainting  my  dear  Mifs  Darn- 
ford  with  it,  who  is  defirous  of  knowing 
all  that  relates  to  Lady  Davers's  conduct 
towards  me. 

You  muft  know  then,  that  I  have  the 
"honour  to  ftand  very  high  in  the  graces 
of  Lord  Davers  j  who  on  every  occalion 
Is  pleafed  to  call  me  his  good  Sifter,  his 
dear  Si/tfr,  and  fometionts  his  charming 
Sijlcr  5  and  he  tells  me,  he  will  not  be 
out  of  my  company  for  an  hour  together, 
while  he  flays  here,  if  he  can  help  it. 

My  lady  feems  to  relifh  this  very  well 
in  the  main,  though  (lie  cannot  quite  fo 
readily,  yet,  frame  her  mouth  to  the 
found  of  the  word  Sijier,  as  my  lord  does; 
of  which  this  that  follows  is  one  inftance. 

His  lordfliip  had  called  me  by  that 
•  name  twice  before,  and  faying— 

*  I  will  drink  another  dim,  I  think,  my 
1  £Qod  'Sifter.*     My  lady  laid — *  Your 

*  iordfhip  has  got  si- word  by  the  end,  that 

*  you  ,  •  y  .fond  of :  I  nave  taken 


'.  notice,  that  you  have  called  Pamela, 
'  Sifter j  Sijier,  Sifter,  no  lefs  than  three 
4  times  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour.1 

My  lord  looked  a  little  ferious:  '  I 
'  mall  one  day,'  laid  he,  *  be  allowed 
'  to  choofe  my  own  words  and  phrafes, 
4  I  hope — Your  filter,  Mr.B .'  added  he, 

*  often  queltions  whether  I  am  at  age  or 

*  not,  though  the  Houfe  of  Peers  made 

*  no  icruple  of  admitting  me   among 

*  them  feme  years  ago.' 

Mr.  B.  laid,  feverely,  but  with  a  fniil- 
Jng  air — *  'Tis  well  {he  has  fuch  a  geir- 
'  tleman  as  your  lordfliip  for  a  hufband, 

*  whofe  affe£tionate  indulgence  to  her 

*  makes  you  overlook  all  her  faucy  fal- 
'  lies  !     I  am  fure,  when  you  took  her 

*  out  of  our  family  into  your  own,  we 

*  all  thought  ourl'elves,  I  in  particular, 

*  bound  to  pray  for  you.' 

I  though  (.this  a  great  trial  of  my  lady's 
patience:  but  it  was  from  Mr.B.  And 
ihe  faid,  with  a  half  -  pleafant,  half- ferr- 
ous air — c  How  now,  Confidence !— None 
'  but  my  brother  could  have  faid  this, 

*  whofe  violent  fpirit  was  always  much 
'  more  intolerable  than  mine  :  but  I  can 

*  tell  you,  Mr.  B.  I  was  always  thought 

*  very  good-humoured  and  obliging  to 
'  every  body,  till  your  impudence  came 

*  from  college,  and  from  your  travels  j 

*  and  then,  I  own,  your  provoking  ways 

*  made  me  now-and-then  a  little  out  of 

*  the  way.' 

e  Well,  well,  fifter,  we'll  have  no 
'  more  of  this  fubjeei ;  only  let  us  fee, 
'  that  my  Lord  Davers  wants  not  his 
'  proper  authority  with  you,  although 

*  you  ufed  to  keep/zr^  in  awe  formerly.* 

'  Keep  you  in  awe! — That  nobody 

*  could  ever  do  yet,  boy  or  man. — But, 

*  my  lord,  I  beg  your  pardon  ;  for  this 
c  brother  will  make  mifchref  betwixt  us 
f  if  he  can — I  only  took  notice  of  the 

*  word  Sijier  fo  often  ufed,  which  looked 
'  more  like  affectation  than  affeclion.' 

*  Perhaps,  Lady  Davers,'  faid  my 
lord,  gravely,  *  I  have  two  reafons  for 
'  ufmg  the  word  fo  frequently.' 

*  I'd  be  glad  to  hear  them,'  faid  the 
dear  taunting  lady  ;  *  for  I  don't  doubfc 

*  they're  mighty  good  ones.    What  are 

*  they,  my  lord  ?' 

'  One  is,  becaufe  I  love,  and  am  fond 
'  of  my  new  relation :  the  other,  that 

*  you  are  fo  fparing  of  the  word,  that  i 

*  call  her  fo  for  us  both.' 

'  Your  lordfhip  fays  well,'  replied 
Mr.B.  imiling;  '  and  Lady  Davers  can 

*  give  two  reafons  \vhv  /he  does  not.'' 

^  Well,* 
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*  Well,"*  faid  my  lady,  '  now  we  are 

*  in  for't,  let  us  hear  your  two  reafons 
4  likewife  ;  I  doubt  not  they're  wile  ones 

*  too.' 

'  If  they  arej'oar;,  Lady  Davers,  they 
'  muft  be  ib:  one  is,  That  every  conde- 

*  fcenfion  (to   fpeak  in   a  proud  lady's 

*  dialeft)  comes  with  as  much  difficulty 

*  from  her,  as  a  favour  from  the  Houfe 

*  of  Auftria  to  the  petty  princes  of  Ger- 
'  many.      The   fecond,   Becaufe  thofe 
'  of  your  fex — (excufeme,  Madam/  to 
the  countefs)    l  who  having  once  made 

*  fcruples,  think  it  inconfiftentwith  them  - 

*  fel  ves  to  be  over  hafty  to  alter  their  own 

*  conducl,  choofmg  rather  toperliftin  an 

*  error,  than  own  it  to  be  one/ 

This  proceeded  from  his  impatience  to 
fee  me  in  the  leaft  flighted  by  my  lady  j 
and  I  faid  to  Lord  Davers,  to  foften  mat- 
ters-—' Never,  my  lord,  were  brother  and 

*  fitter  fo  loving  in  earned,  and  yet  ib  fa- 
'  tirical  upon  each  other  in  jeft,  as  my 

*  good  lady  and  Mr.  B.    But  your  lord  - 

*  fhip  knows  their  way.' 

My  lady  frowned  at  her  brother,  but 
turned  it  off  with  an  air :  'I  love  the  mif- 

*  trefs  of  this  houfe,'  faid  me, { very  well; 

*  and  am  quite  reconciled  to  her :   but 
'  methinks  there  is  fuch  a  hiffing  found 
'  in  the  word  Sifter,  that  I  cannot  abide 
'  it.     'Tis  a  true  Englifh  word,   but  a 

*  word  I  have  not  been  ufed  to,  having 
'  never  had  a  fif-f-f-ter  before,  as  you 

*  know.'     Speaking  the  firft  fyllable  of 
the  word  with  an  emphatical  hifs. 

Mr.  B .  faid—'  Obferve  you  not,  Lady 

*  Davers,  that  you  ufed  a  word  (to  avoid 

*  that)  which  had  twice  the  hilling  in  it, 
'  \httfifter  has  ?  And  that  was,  mif-f-f- 

*  trefs,  with  two  other  hiffing  words  to 
'  accompany  it,  of  this-s-s  houf-f-e  : 

*  but  to  what  child! fh  follies  does  not 
4  pride  make  one  Hoop  ! — Excufe,  Ma- 
'  dam,'  (to  the  countefs)  '  fuch  poor  low 

*  conversation  as  we  are  dwindled  into.' 
4  O  Sir,'  faid  her  ladyfhip,  « theccnver- 

*  fation  is  very  agreeable;—- and  I  think, 

*  Lady  Davers,  you're  fairly  caught.' 

'  Well,'  faid  my  lady,  l  then  help  me, 
'  good  fifler, — there's"  for  you  ! — to  a 
'  little  fugar.  —  Will  that  pleafe  you, 
'  Sir?' 

'  I  am  always  pleafed/  replied  her 
brother,  fmiling,  '  when  Lady  Davers 
'  a£ts  up  to  her  own  character,  and  the 
'  good  fenfe  me  is  miftrefs  of.' 

4  Ay,  ay,'  returned  fhe,  4  my  good 
4  brother,  like  other  wife  men,  takes  it 

*  for  granted,  that  it  is  a  mark  of  good 


*  fenfe  to  approve  of  whatever  be  does. 

*  — And  fo,  for  this  one  time,  I  am  a 
4  very  fenfible  body  with  him. — And 
'  I'll  leave  off,  while  I  have  his  good 

*  word.     Only  one  thing  I  muft  fay  to 
4  you,  my  dear,'  turning  to  me,  *  that 
'  though  I  call  you  Pamela,  and  Pame- 
4  la,  as  I  pleafe,  I  do  affure  you,  I  love 

*  you  as  well  as  if  I  called  you  Sifter, 
f  Sifter,  as  Lord  Davers  does,  at  every 
4  word.' 

1  Your  ladyfhip  gives  me  great  plea- 
4  fure,'  faid  I,  in  this  kind  affurance ; 
4  and  I  don't  doubt  but  I  mail  have  the 
'  honour  of  being  called  by  that  tender 
4  name,  if  I  can  be  fo  happy  as  to  de- 
4  ferve  it ;  and  I'll  lofe  no  opportunity 
4  that  mall  be  afforded  me,  to  mew  how 

*  fmcerely  I  will  endeavour  to  do  fo/ 
She  was  pleafed  to  rife  from  her  feat : 

4  Give  me  a  kifs,  my  dear  girl ;  you  de- 

*  ferve  every  thing  :  and  permit  me  to 
4  fay  Pamela  fometimes,  as  the  word  oc- 
4  curs :  for  I  am  not  ufed  to  fpeak  in  print  j 
4  and  I  will  call  yo\\Jifter  when  I  think 
4  of  it,  and  love  you  as  well  as  ever  fifter 
4  loved  another.' 

4  Thefe  proud  and  pafMonate  folks,' 
faid  Mr.  B.  4  how  good  they  can  be, 
4  when  they  reflect:  a  little  on  what  be- 
4  comes  their  characters  !' 

4  So  then,'  rejoined  my  lady,  4  I  am 
4  to  have  no  merit  of  my  own,  I  fee,  do 
4  what  I  will.  This  is  not  quite  fo  ge- 
4  nerous  in  my  brother,  as  one  might  ex- 
4  pea/ 

4  Why,  you  fancy  fifler— excufe  me, 
*  Lord  Davers — what  merit  would  you 
4  affume  ?  Can  people  merit  by  doing 
4  their  duty  ?  And  is  it  fo  great  a  praife, 
4  that  you  think  fit  to  own  for  a  fifter, 
4  fo  deferving  a  girl  as  this,  whom  I  take 
4  pride  in  calling  my  wife  ?' 

4  Thou  art  what  thou  always  wert/ 
returned  my  lady  j  4  and  were  I  in  this; 
4  my  imputed  pride  to  want  an  excufe, 
4  I  know  not  the  creature  living,  that 
4  ought  fo  foon  to  make  one  for  me,  as 
4  you.' 

4  I  do  excufe  you/  faid  he,  (  for  that 
'  very  reafon,  if  you  pleafe  :  but  it  little 
4  becomes  either  your  pride,  or  mine,  to 
4  do  any  thing  that  wants  excufe.' 

4  Mighty  moral !  mighty  grave,  truly ! 
4  — Pamela,  friend,  fifter, — there's  for 
4  you  !— -thou  art  a  happy  girl  to  have 
4  made  fuch  a  reformation  in  thy  honelt 
4  man's  way  of  thinking  as  well  as  afi- 
4  ing.  But  how  we  are  upon  this  topick, 
4  and  none  but  friends  about  us,  I  am 
*  refolved 
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refolded  to  be  even  with  thee,  brother. 

— Jackey,  if  you  are  not  for  another 

chJh,  I  wifh  you'd  "withdraw. — Polly 

Barlow,  we  don't  want  you.— Beck, 

you  may  flay."     Mr.  H.  obeyed  ;  and 

Polly  went  out ;    for  you  mu!t  know, 

Mil's,   that   my   Lady  Davers  will  huve 

none  of  the  men-feiiows,   as  me  calls 

them,  to  attend  upon  us  at  tea.     And  I 

t .IE not  iV.y  but  {  think  her  intirely  in  the 

right,  for  feveral  reaibns  that  might  be 

given. 

\Yhen  they  were  withdrawn,  my  lady 
repeated — '  Now  we  are  upon  this  topick 

*  of  reclaiming  and  reformation,  tell  me, 

*  thou  bold  wretch  5    for  you  know  I 

*  have  feen  all  your  rogueries  in  Pamela's 
c  papers ;   tell  me,  if  ever  rake  but  thy- 

•  aade  iuch  an  attempt  as  thou  didlt, 

*  on  this  dear  good  girl,   in  prefence  of 

*  a  virtuous  woman,  as  Mrs.  Jervis  al- 

*  ways  was  noted  to  be  j — As  to  the  other 

*  vile  creature,  Jewkes,  'tis  lefs  wonder, 

y..'gn  in  that  thuii  hadit  the  impu- 
'  c'ence  of  him  wlio  fet  thee  to  work  : 

*  but  to  make  thy  attempt  before  Mrs. 

*  Jervis,  and  in  fpite  of  her  druggies 

*  and  reproaches,  was  the  very  ftretch 
'  of  mamdefs  wicked  ncl's." 

Mr.  B.  feemed  a  little  difconcerted, 

ami  faid — c  Surely,  fureiy,  Lady  Davers, 

-  going  too  far  !  Lcok  at  Pamela's 

*  biufhing  face,  and  dowr.caft  eve,  and 

*  wonder  at  ycuritlf  for  this  queftion, 
«  as  much  as  you  do  at  me  for  the  aition 

*  you  fpeak  olV 

The  countcfs  faid  tome — £  My  dear 

*  Mrs.  B.  I  wonder   not  at  this  fweet 

*  confuuononfb  affecYmg  a  queftion  ; — 

*  but,  indeed,   fince  it  has  come  in  ib 

*  naturally,  I  niuft  fay,  Mr.  B.  that  we 

*  have  all,  and  rny  daughters  too,  won  - 

*  dered  at  this,  more  than  at  any  part  of 

*  your  attempts  jbecaufe,  Sir, we  thought 

*  you  one  of  the  moft  civili2ed  men  in 

*  England,  and  that  you  could  not  but 

*  wHh  to    have    fave'd    appearances  at 

*  kaft.'       ' 

*  Though  this,*  faid  Mr.  B.    Ms  to 

*  you,  my  Pamela,  the  renewal  of  griefs  j 

*  yet  hold  up  your  clear  face. — You  may 

*  1— The  triumph  was  yours — the  fhame 

*  and  the   blufhes  ought  to  be  mine — 

*  And  I  will  humour  my  fancy  filler  in 
'  all  me  would  have  me  fay.1 

«  Nay,"  faid  Lady  Davers, « you  know 
'  the  queftion;  I  cannot  put  it  ilronger.' 

'  That's  very  true, "replied  he. — '  But 
'  would  you  expeft  I  mould  give  you  a 
'  reafon  for  an  attempt  that  appears  to 
'  you  To  very  fhocking  r" 


«  Nay,  Sir,"  faid  the  countefs,  '  don't 
'  fay  appears  to  Lady  Davers  ;  for  (cx- 

*  cufe  me)  it  will  appear  fo  to  every  one 

*  who  hears  of  it." 

'  I  think  my  brother  is  too  hardly  ufed,* 
faixi  Lord  Davers  :  «  he  has  made  ail  the 
c  amends  he  could  make: — zndvou,  my 
'  fiiter,  who  were  the  peribn  offended, 

*  forgive  him  now,  I  hope;  don't  you  ?* 
I  cor.lc!  not  anfwer;   for  I  was  quite 

confounded;    and  made    a   motion  to 
withdraw:  but  Mr.  B.  faid— «  Don't  go  ^ 

*  my  dear:  though  I  ought  to  beafhamed 

*  of  an  action  let  before  me  in  fo  full  a 
'   glare,  in  prefence  of  Lord  Davers  and 
'  the  countefs  ;  yet  I  will  not  have  you 
f  ftir,  became  I  forget  how  you  repre- 
'  fented  it,  and  you  muft  tell  me.' 

'  Indeed,  Sir,  I  cannot,'  faid  I :  l  pray, 
f  my  dear  ladies — pray,  my  good  lord 
'  — and,  dear  Sir,  don't  thus  renew  my 
'  g™fi*  as  you  were  pleafed  juttly  to 
'  phrafe  it." 

'  I  have  the  reprefentation  of  that 
'  fcene  in  my  pocket,' laid  my  lady;  '  for 
'  I  was  refclved,  as  I  told  Lady  Betty, 

*  to  fhame  the  wicked  wretch  with  it  the 
'  firft  opportunity  I  had;  and  I'll  read  it 
c  to  you :    cr,  rather,  you  fhall  read  it 

*  yourfel-f,  Bold- face,  if  you  can." 

So  /he  pulled  thofe  leaves  out  of  her 
pocket,  wrapped  up  carefully  in  a  paper. 
'  Here, — I  believe  he  who  could  a£t 
'  thus,  muftreadit;  and,tofparePame- 
'  la's  oonfufion,  read  it  to  yourfelf ;  for 
'  we  all  know  how  it  was." 

'  I  think,'  faid  he,  taking  the  papers, 
'  I  can  fay  fomething  that  will  abate  the 
'  hemoufnefs  of  this  heavy  charge,  or 
4  elie  I  fhoula  not  ftand  thus  at  the  in- 
'  folent  bar  of  my  filler,  anfwering  her 
'  interrogatories.' 

I  fend  you,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford, 
a  tranfcript  of  the  charge,  as  follows  :•— 
To  be  fure,  you'll  fay,  he  was  a  very 
wicked  man. 

[See  Vol.  I.  p.  4.7,  &feq.] 
Mr.  B.  read  this  to  himfelf,  and  laid 
— *  This  is  a  dark  affair,  as  it  is  here 
ftated ;  and  I  can't  fay,  but  Pamela,  and 
Mrs.  Jervis  too,  had  a  great  deal  of 
reafon  to  apprehend  the  worft:  but  fu re- 
ly readers  of  it,  who  were  lefs  parties 
in  thefuppofed  attempt,  and  who  were 
not  determined  at  all  events  to  condemn 
me,  might  have  made  a  more  favourable 
conftrucHon  for  me,  than  you,  Lady 
Davers,  have  done  in  the  ftrong  light 
in  which  you  have  fet  this  heinous  mat- 
ter before  us. 

1  However,  fince  my  lady,"  bowing 

to 
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t«  the  countefs, '  and  LordDavers,  feera 
to  expect,  that  I  fhali  particularly  an- 
fwer  to  this  black,  charge,  I  will  at  a 
proper  time,  if  it  \vill  be  agreeable, 
give  you  a  brief  hiftory  of  my  paffion 
for  this  dear  girl,  how  it  commenced 
and  increaied,  and  ray  own  ftruggles 
with  it:  and  this  will  introduce,  with 
fome  little  advantage  to  myfelfperhaps, 
what  I  have  to  fay,  as  to  this  iuppofed 
attempt;  and  at  the  fame  time  enable 
yon  the  better  to  account  for  fome 
facts  which  you  have  read  in  my  pretty 
accuier's  papers/ 

This  pleated  every  one,and  they  begged 
him  to  begin  then:  but,  he  faid,  it  was 
time  we  mould  think  of  drcrfFing,  the 
morning  being  far  advanced  ;  and  if  no 
company  came  in,  he  would,  in  the  af- 
ternoon,' give  them  the  particulars  they 
deli  red  to  hear. 

The  three  gentlemen  rode  out,  and  re- 
turned juft  time  enough  to  drei's  before 
dinner ;  and  my  lady  and  the  countels 
alfo  took  an  airing  in  the  chariot.  Juft 
as  theyreturned,  compliments  came  from 
ieveral  of  the  neighbouring  ladies  to  our 
noble  guells,  on  their  arrival  in  thefe 
parts  5  and,  to  as  many  as  fent,  Lady 
Davers  delired  their  companies  for  to- 
morrow in  the  afternoon,  to  tea:  but 
Mr.  B.  having  fallen  in  with  fome  of  the 
gentlemen  likewife,  he  told  me,  we  mould 
have  moft  of  our  vi  filing  neighbours  at 
dinner,  and  de fired  Mrs.  Jervis  might 
prepare  accordingly  for  them. 

After  dinner  Mr.  H.  took  a  ride  out, 
attended  by  Mr.  Colbrand,  of  whom  he 
is  very  fond,  ever  fince  he  frightened  La- 
dy Davers's  footman  at  the  Hall,  threat- 
ening *  to  chine  them,  if  they  offered  to 
itop  his  lady ;  for,  he  fays,  he  loves  a 
man  of  courage  ;  very  probably  know- 
ing his  own  defects  that  way ;  for  my 
lady  often  calls  him  a  chicken-hearted 
fellow.  And  then  Lord  and  Lady  Da- 
vers, and  the  countels,  revived  the  fub- 
ject  of  the  morning;  and  Mr.  B.  was 
pleafed  to  begin  in  the  manner  I  (hall 
mention  by-and-by.  For  here  I  am 
obliged  to  break  off. 

Now,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,  I  will 
proceed. 

*  I  need  not,"  faid  Mr.  B.  '  obferve  to 

*  any  body  who  knows  what  love  is,  (or 

*  rather  that  violent  paflion  which  we 
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mad  young  fellows  are  apt  to  miicni 
love)  what  mean  things  it  puts  one 
upon;  how  it  unmans,  and  levels  with 
the  duft, "the  prouder!  fpirit.  In  the 
fequel  of  my  ftoi  y  you  will  obierve  fe- 
veral  inftances  Qi  this  truth. 

*  I  began  very  early  to  take  notice  of 
this  loveiy  girl,    even  when  me  was 
hardly  thirteen  years  old;  tor  her  charms 
increafed  every  day,  not  onlyin  my  eye, 
but  in  the  eyes  of  every  one  who  beheld 
her.     My  mother,   as  yow,  Lady  Da- 
vers, know,  toi  k  the  greateft  delight 
in  her,  always  calling  her,  her  Pamela, 
her  good  child  :  and  her  waiting-maid, 
and  her  cabinet  of  rarities,  were  he; 
boafts,  and  equally  fhewn  to  every  vi- 
fitor:    for,  beiides  the  beauty  of  her 
figure,  and  the  genteel  air  of  her  per- 
Ion,  the  dear  girl  had  a  furprinng  me- 
mory, a  folidity  of   ividgment  above 
her  years,  and  a  docility  fo  unequalled, 
that  fhe  took  all  parts  of  learning  which 
her  lady,  as  fond  of  inltruilingher,  as 
me  of  improving  by  inftruction,  crowd- 
ed upon  her:  inibmuch,  that  fhe  had 
matters  to  teach  her  to  dance,   to  fing, 
and  to  play  on  the  fpinnet,  whom  (he 
every  day  fitrprifed  by  the    readincis 
wherewith  fhe  took  every  thing. 

*  I    remember    once,    my     mother 
praifmg  her  girl  before  me,   and  my 
aunt  B.  (who  is  lincedead)  I  could  not 
but  take  notice  to  her  of  her  fondnefs 
for  her,  and  faid — "  What  do  you de- 

"  fign,  Madam,  to  do  with,  or  to  do 
"  for,  this  Pamela  of  yours  ?  The  nc- 
"  complifhments  you  give  her  will  do 
<;  her  more  hurt  than  good:  for  they 
"  will  let  her  fo  much  above  her  degree, 
"  that  what  you  intend  as  a  kmdneis 
"  may  prove  her  ruin." 

*  My  aunt  join'd  with  me,  and  fpoke 
in  a  rtill  ilror.ger  manner  again  ft  giving 
her  fuch  an  education  ;    and  added,  as 
I  well  remember — "  Surely,  fifler,  you 

'  do  wrong.  One  would  think,  if  one 
(  knew  not  my  nephew's  difcreet  pride, 
'  that  you  deiign  her  for  fomething  more 
"  than  your  own  waiting  maid." 

"  Ah!  fifter,"  faid  the  old  lady, "  there 
"  is  no  fear  of  what  you  hint  at :  his  fa- 
"  mily  pride,  and  ftately  temper,  will 
"  fecure  my  fon  :  he  has  too  much  of  his 
"  father  in  him — And  as  for  Panifla, 
*'  you  know  not  the  girl.  She  has  alwa\  s 
"  in  her  tlioughts,  and  in  her  moir.htco, 
"  her  parents  nwan  condition, and  I  iliail 


*  See  Vol.  II.   p.  233. 
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do  nothing  forM«*,atleaft  at  prefent, 
though  they  are  honeft  folks,  and 
deferve  well,  becaufe  I  will  keep  the 
girl  humble. 

"  But  what  can  I  do  with  the  little  bag- 
gage?"  continued  mymotherj"  fkecon- 
quers  every  thingfo  f aft,  and  has  fuch 
a  third  after  knowledge,  and  the  more 
fhe  knows  I  verily  think,  the  humbler 
fhe  is,  that  I  cannot  help  letting  go,  as 
my  fon,  when  a  little  boy,  ufed  to  do 
to  his  kite,  as  faft  as  (he  pulls  :  and 
to  what  height  fhe'll  foar  I  can't  tell. 
"  I  intended,"  proceeded  the  good  la- 
dy, "  at  firft,  only  to  make  her  miftrefs 
of  fome  fine  needle- work,  to  qualify 
her,  (as  fhe  has  a  delicacy  in  her  J>er- 
fon,  that  makes  it  a  pity  me  mould 
ever  be  put  to  hard  work)  for  a  genteel 
place :  but  flie  mafters  thatfo  faft,  that 
now,  as  my  daughter  is  married,  and 
gone  from  me,  I  am  defirous  to  qua- 
lify her  to  divert  and  entertain  me  in 
my  thoughtful  hours  :  and  were yout 
filler,  to  know  what  me  is  capable  of, 
arid  how  diverting  her  innocent  prattle 
is  to  me,  and  her  natural  Simplicity, 
which  I  encourage  her  to  preferve  a- 
midft  all  fhe  learns,  you  would  not, 
nor  my  fon  neither,  wonder  at  the  plea- 
fureltakeiiVher. — Shall  I  call  her  in?1' 
"  I  don't  want,"  faid  I,  "  to  have  the 

firl called  in:  if  you,  Madam,  are 
iverted  with  her,  that's  enough. — To 
befure  Pamela  is  a  better  companion 
for  a  lady,  than  a  monkey  or  a  harle- 
quin :  but  I  fear  you'll  let  her  above 
herfelf,  and  make  her  vain  and  pert ; 
and  that,  at  lad,  in  order  to  fupport 
her  pride,  fhe  may  fall  into  tempta- 
tions which  may  be  fatal  to  herfelf,  and 
others  too." 

"  I'm  glad  to  hear  this  from  my_/0«," 
replied  the  good  lady. "But  the  moment 
I  fee  my  favour  puffs  her  up,  I  mail 
take  other  meafures." 
"  Well,"  thought  I  to myfelf,  "  I  on- 
ly want  to  conceal  my  views  from  your 
penetrating  eye,  my  good  mother ;  a:id 
I  mail  one  clay  take  as  much  delight 
*m  your  girl,  and  hei^a.ccomplifliments, 
as  you  now  do  :  To,  gdt*ri,  and  im- 
prove her  as  faft  as  you  will.  Fll 
only  now  and  then  talk  againft  h,er,  to 
blind  you;  and  doubt  not  that  all  you 
beftow  upon  her,  will  qualify  her  the 
betterformypurpofe. — Only, "thought 
I,  "  fly  fwiftly  on,  two  or  three  more 
tardy  years,  and  I'll  nip  this  bud  by 


the  time  it  begins  to  open,  and  place 
it  in  my  bofom  for  a  year  or  two  at 
leaft  $  for  fo  long,  if  the  girl  behaves 
worthy  of  her  education,  I  doubt  not, 
fbe'll  bp  new  to  me. — li^xcufe  me,  la- 
dies;— excufe  me,  Lord  Davers : — if  I 

"  am  not  ingenuous,  I  had  better  be  ii- 

*«  lent," 

I  will,  as  little  as  poflible,  interrupt  this 
affecting  narration,  by  mentioning  my 
own  alternate  blufhes,  confufions,  and 
exclamations,  as  the  naughty  man 
went  on;  nor  the  cenfures,  and  many 
Out-upon-you's  of  the  attentive  ladies, 
and  Fie,  brothers,  of  Lord  Davers  : 
nor  yet  with  apologies  for  the  prailes 
on  myfelf,  fo  frequently  intermingled 
— contenting  myfelf  to  give  you,  as 
near  as  I  can  recollect,  the  very  fen- 
tences  of  the  dear  relator.  And  as  to 
our  occafional  exclaimings  and  obfer- 
vations,  you  may  fuppofe  what  they 
were, 

'  So/  continued  Mr.  B.  £  I  went  on 
dropping  hints  againft  her  now-and- 
then  ;  and  whenever  I  met  her  in  the 
paiTages  about  the  houfe,  or  in  the  gar- 
den, avoiding  to  leok  at  her,  or  to 
fpeak  to  her,  as  fhe  paffed  me,  curtfey- 
ing,  and  putting  on  a  thoufand  be- 
witching airs  of  obligingnefs  and  [reve- 
rence ;  while  I  (who  thought  that  the 
beft  way  to  demolifh  the  influence  of 
fuch  an  education,  would  be  to  avoid 
alarming  her  fears  on  one  hand,  or  to 
familiarize  myfelf  to  her  on  the  other, 
till  I  came  to  ftrike  the  blow)  looked 
haughty  and  referved,  and  paffed  by 
her  with  a  ftiff  nod  at  moft.  Or,  if  I 
fpoke — "  How  does  your  lady  this 
morning,  girl  r — I  hoped  flie  refted 
;  well  laft  night:"  then,  covered  with 
blufhes,  and  curtfeying  at  every  word, 
as  if  flie  thought  herfelf  unworthy  of 
anfwering  my  queftions,  flie'd  trip 
away  in  a  kind  of  hurry  and  confufion , 
as  foon  as  fhe  had  fpoken.  And  once 
I  heard  her  fay  to  Mrs.  Jervis— 
Dear  Sirs,  my  young  mafter  fpoke  to 
me,  and  called  me  by  my  name,  fay- 
ing— "  How  flept  your  lady  laft  night, 
Pamela?"  Was  not  that  very  good, 
Mrs.  Jervis,  was  it  not?"— "  Ay,'* 
thought  I,  *'  I'm  in  the  right,  way,  I 
;  find :  this  will  do  in  proper  time.— Go 
on,  my  dear  mother,  improving  as 
faft  as  you  will :  I'll  engage  to  pull 
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cc  down  in  three  hours  what  you'll  be 
«•  building  tip  in  as  many  years,  in  fpite 
<*  of  all  the  kflbns  you  can  teach  her." 
*  'Tis  enough  for  me,  that  I  am  efta- 
'  blilhing  in  you,  ladies — and  in  you, 
'  my  lord— a  higher  efteem  for  my  Pa- 
c  mela  (I  am  but  too  fenfible  I  fhall  lefe 

<  a  good  deal  of  my  own  reputation)  in 
'  the  relation  I  .am  now  giving  you. 

*  Every -one  but  my  mother,  whohowever 

<  had  no  high  opinion  of  her  fen's  virtue, 
«  ufed  to  look  upon  me  as  a  rake  5  and 

*  I  got  the  name,  not  very  much  to  my 

*  credit,  you'll  fay,  as  well  abroad  as  in 
e  England,  of  The  fiber  rake  ; — fome 

*  would  fay,  The  genteel  rake  j  nay,  for 
'  that  matter,  fome  pretty  hearts,  that 

*  have  fmarted   for  their  good  opinion, 
'  have  called  me  The  handfome  rake:—' 
'  but  whatever  other  epithet  I  was  dif 

*  tinguiflied  by,  it  all  concluded  in  rake 
1  or  libertine  :  nor  was  I  very  much  of- 
'  fended  at  the  character;  for,1  thought 
I,  *  if  a  lady   knows   this,    and    will 
'  come  into  my  company,  half  the  cere- 
'  mony  between  us  is  over  ;  and  if  fhe 

*  calls  me  fo,  I  fhall  have  an  excellent 
'  excufe  topunifh  her  freedom,  by  great- 

*  er  of  my  own. 

'  So  I  drefs'cl,  grew  more  and  more 
e  confident,  and  became  as  infolent 
4  withal,  as  if,  though  J  had  not  Lady 
'  Davers's  wit  and  virtue,  I  had  all  her 
c  fpirit — (excufe  me.  Lady  Davers;)  and 
'  having  a  pretty  bold  heart,  which  ra- 
'  ther  put  me  upon  courting  than  avoid- 
'  ing  a  danger  or  difficulty,  I  had  but 
'  too  much  my  way  with  every  body; 

*  and  many  a  menaced  complaint  have  I 

*  looked  down  with  a  haughty  air,  and  a 
1  promptitude,  like  that  of  Colbrand's 

*  to  your  footmen  at  the  Hall,  to  clap  my 
'  hand  to   my  fide :  which  was   of  the 
e  greater  fervice  to  my  bold  enterprises, 

*  as  two  or  three  gentlemen  had  found 
'  I  knew  how  to  be  in  earned/ 
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*  an  impudent  fellow;    and  many  a  vile 
'  roguery  have  I  kept  from  my  poormo- 
f  ther. — Yet,     to  -my    knowledge,  fhe 
'  thou  gh  t  y o  u  n  o  fai  n  t .  * 

'  Ay,  poor  lady,'  continued  he,  f  me 
e  ufed  nowr  and -then  to  catechize  me; 

*  and  was  furs  I  was  not  fo  good  as  I 

*  ought  to  be  : — "  For,  fon,"  fhe  would 
<  cry,  "thefe late  hours,  thefe  all-night 

*  works,  and  to  come  home  fo  fober, 


tl  cannot  be  right. — I'm  not  fure,  If  I 
<c  were  loknow  all,  (and  yet  I'm  afraid 
"  of  inquiring  after  your  ways)  whe- 
"  ther  I  fhould  not  have  reafon  to  wifn 
"  you  were  brought  home  in  wine,  ra- 
'*  ther  than  to  come  in  fo  fober,  and  fo 
ft  late,  as  you  do." 

*  Once,  I  remember,  in  thefummer- 

*  time,  I  came  home  about  fix  in  the 
'  morning,  and  met  the  good  lady  un- 
'  expecledly  by  the  garden  back-door, 

I  of  which  I  had  a  key  to  let  myfelf  in 
'  at  all  hours.  I  ftarted,  and  would  have 

*  avoided  her,  as  foon  as  I  faw  her  :  but 

*  me  called  me  to  her,  and  then  I  ap- 

*  proached  her  with  an  air.     "What 
"  brings  you,  Madam,  into  the  garden 
"  at  fo  early  an  hour  ?"  turning  my  face 
'  from  herj  for  I  had  a  few  fcratches  on 
'  my  forehead, — with  a  thorn,  or  fo,— 
'  which  I  feared  me  would  be  more  in- 
'  quifitive about  than  I  cared  fhe  fhould.' 

"  And  what  makes  you,"  fald  fhe, 
"  fo  early  here,  Billy  ?— -What  a  rakifh 
tl  figure  doft  thou  make ! — One  time  or 
"  other  thefe  courfes  will  yield  you  but 
"  little  comfort,  on  reflection:  would 
**  to  God  thou  waft  but  happily  mar- 
"  ried!" 

"  So,    Mr^am,  the  old  wifli ! — I'm 

II  not  fo  bad  as  you  think  me :— I  hope 
"  I  have  not  merited  fo  great  a  punifh- 
"  ment." 

'  Thefe  hints  1  give,  not  as  matter  of 

*  glory,  butfhame:    yet  I  ought  to  tell 

*  you  all  the  truth,  or  nothing.  "Measi- 
"'time,"  thought  I,    (for  I  ufed,  as  I 

*  mentioned  in  the  morning,    to  have 

*  fome   compunction  for  my  vile  prac- 
'  tices,  when  cool  refieclion,  brought 

*  on  by  fatiety,  had  taken  hold  of  me) 
"  I  wifli  this  fweet  girl   was  grown  to 
"  years  of  fufceptibility,  that  I  might 
"  reform  this  wicked  ccurfe  of  life,  and 
"  not  prowl  about,    difturbing   honeft 
"  folks  peace,    and   endangering  my- 
<c  felf."     And  as  I  had,  by  a  certain 
'  very  daring  and  wicked  attempt,    in 
'  which  however  I  did  not  fucceed,  let 
'  a  hornet's  neft  about  my  ears,  which 
'  I  began  to  apprehend  would  fling  me 
'  to  death  ;  having-  once  efcap'd  an  am- 
f  bufh,  by  dint  of  mere  good  luckj     I 

*  thought  it  was  better  to  remove  the 
'  feat  of  my  warfare  into  another  king- 
'  dom,  and  to  be  a  little  more  difcreet 

*  for  the  future  in  my  amours.     Sol 

*  went  to  France  a  fecond  time,  as  you 
f  know,  fifteij  and  paffed  a  twelvemonth 
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<  there  in  the  beft  of  company,  and  with 
4  feme  improvement  both  to  my  morals 
'  and  understanding;  and  had  a  very  few 
'  falliesrtonfidering  my  love  of  intrigue, 
4  and  the  ample  means  I  had  to  proi'e- 

*  cute  fuccefsFully  all  the  deiires  of  my 

*  heart. 

f  When  I  returned,  feveral  matches 

*  were  propofed  to  me,  and  my  good  mo- 

*  ther  often  vequeiled  me  to  make  her  ib 

*  happy,  as  fhe  called  it,  as  to  lee  me 
'  married  before  me  died  -.  but  I  could 

*  not  endure  the  thoughts  of  the  ftate  ; 

*  for  I  never  faw  a  lady  whofe  temper 

*  and  education  I  liked,  or  with  whom  I 

*  thought  I  could  live  tolerably*.     She 
*"  ufed  in  vain  therefore  to  plead  famjily 

*  reafonsto  me:  like  moltyoung  fellows, 

*  I  was  too  much  a  felf-lover,  to  pay  io 

*  great  a  regard  to  pofterityj  and,  to  fay 

*  truth,  had  very  little  folicitude  at  that 
k  time,  whether  my  name  were  continued 

*  or  not,  in  my  own  defcendants.    How- 
'  ever,  upon' my  return,  I  looked  upon 

*  my  mother's  Pamela  with  no  fmall 

*  pieafure,  and  I  found  her  fo  much  im- 

*  proved,  as  well  in  perfon  as  behaviour, 

*  that  I  had  the  lei's  inducement  either  to 

*  renew  my  intriguing  life,  or  to  think  of 
*'  a  married  ftate. 

'  Yet,  as  my  mother  had  all  her  eyes 

*  about  her,  as  the  phrafe  is,  I  affected 

*  great  fhynefs,  both  before  her,  and  to 

*  the  girl ;  for  I  doubted  not,  my  very 

*  looks  would  be  watched  by  them  bo'ih; 

*  arid  what  the  one  difcovered  would  not 

*  be  a  fecret  to  the  other  j.  and  laying  my- 

*  ieif  open  to  too  early  a  fuipicion,  I 

*  thought  would  but  ice  the  girl  over, 

*  and  make  her  lady  more  watchful. 

*  So  I  ufed  to  go  into  my  mother's 

*  apartment,  and  come  out  of  it,  without 
c  taking  the  leaft  notice  of  her,  but  put 

*  on  ftiffairs;  and,  as  me  always  with- 
'  drew  when  I  came  in,  I  never  made 

*  any  pretence  to  keep  her  there. 

*  Once  indeed,  my  mother,  on  my  look  - 

*  ing  after  her,  when  her  back  was  turn- 

*  ed,  faid— "  My  dear  fon,  I  don't  like 
<c  your  eye  following  my  girl  fo  intent - 
**  ly.   Oniy  I  know  that  fparkling  lultre 
tf  natural  to  it^or  I  mould  have  ibsne 
"*  fear  for  my  Pamela,  as  fhe  grows 
««  older." 

<f  /look  after  her,  Madam ! — My  eyes 

fl  iparkle  at  luch  a  girl  as  that !  No  in- 

•;i  !~«-She  mav  be  vour  favowrite.  as 


a  waiting-maid;  but  I  fee  nothing  birf 
cl  unify  curtfies  in  her,  and  aukward 
airs  about  her.  A  little  ruitick  af- 
fe&ation  of  innocence,  that,  to  fuch  as 
cannot  fee  into  her,  may  pafs  well 
enough." 

"  Nay,  my  dear/*  replied  my  mother, 
don't  fay  that  of  all  things.  She  has 
no  affectation,  I  am  fure." 
"  Yes,  fhe  has,  in  my  eye,  Madam; 
and  I'll  tell  you  how  it  comes  about : 
you  have  taught  her  to  affuroe  the  airs 
of  a  gentlewoman,  to  dance,  and  to 
enter  a  room  with  a  grace;  and  yet  bid 
her  keep  her  low  birth  and  family  >n 
view  i  and  between  the  one  character, 
which  flie  wants  to  get  into,  and  the 
other  fhe  dares  not  get  out  of,  fhe  trips 
up  and  down  mincingly,  and  knows 
not  how  to  let  h«r  feet ;  fo  'tis  the  fame 
in  every  gefturej  her  arms  fhe  knows 
not  whether  to  fwim  with,  or  to  hold 
before  her,  nor  whether  to  hold  her 
head  up,  or  down  ;  and  £b  does  neither, 
but  hangs  it  on  one  fide:  a  little  auk- 
ward  piece  of  one-and-t'other,  I  think 
her. — And,  indeed,  Madam,  you'd  do 
the  girl  more  kindnefs  to  put  her  into 
your  dairy,  than  to  keep  her  about  your 
perfon,  for  (he'll  be  utterly  fpoiledr  I 
doubt,  forany  ufeful  purpofe." 
"  Ah,  fon!''  faid  (he,  "  I  fear  by 
your  description,  you  have  minded  he:? 
too  much  in  one  fenfc,  thorigh  not 
enough  in  another.  'Tis  not  my.  in- 
tention to  recommend  her  to  your  no- 
tice, of  all  men  :  and  I  doubt  not,  if 
it  pleafe  God  I  live,  and  fhe  continues- 
to  be  a  good  girl,  but  fhe  will  make  a 
man,  of  fome  middling,. genteel  bufi- 
nefs,  veiy  happy." 

'  Pamela  came  in  juff  then,  with  5n  air 
fo  natural,  fo  humble,  and  yet  fo  much 
above  herfelf,  that  I  was  forced  to  turn 
my  head  from  her,  left  my  mother 
fhould  watch  my  eye  again,  and  left  I 
fhould  be  inclined  to  do  her  that  juftice, 
which  my  heart  affentedto,  but  which 
my  lips  had  iuft  before  denied  her. 
4  AH  my  dirKculty,in .  apprehension,  wa& 
my  good  mother :  the  effefl  of  whofe 
leffons  to  her  girl,  I  was  not,  however, 
ib  much  afraid  of,  as  her  vigilance* 
For,"  tliought  I, "  I  fee  by  the  delicacy 
of  her  perfon,  the  brilliancy  of  her  eye, 
and  the  fweet  appreheniiveuefs  that 
pluys  aboxit  every  feature  of  her  face*,- 
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f  I'.ut.lic  nui  ft  have  tinder  enough  in  her 
s<  conftitution,  to  catch  a  well-ftruck 
"  Iparkv;  and  I'll  warrant  I  (hall  know 
"  how  to  fet  her  in  a  blaze,  in  a  few 
*•'  months  more." 

*  Yet  I  wanted,  as  I  paffed,  to  catch 

*  lier  attention  too :  I  expecled  her  to  turn 
'  after  me,  and  look  ib,  as  to  fhew  a  be- 
'  ginning  liking  towards  me;  for,  you 

*  mult  know,  I  had  a  great  opinion  of 
c  my  perfon  and  air,  which  had  been  for- 

*  innately  diftingutthed   by  the  ladies-, 
'  whom,  of  courie,  my  vanity  made  me 
'  allow  to  be  very  good  judges  of  thele 

*  outward  advantages. 

*  I'll  give  your  ladymips  an  inftance  of 

*  this  my  vanity  in  a  catch  I  made  ex- 

*  te&porr,  to  a  lady  whom  I  had  been 
'  urgin"  to  givemefome  proofsof  alovej 

*  that  I  had  the  confidence  to  tell  her,  I 

*  was  fare  (he  had  in  her  heart  for  me : 

*  (he  was  a  lively  lady;  and,  laughing, 
£  laid,  whoever  admired  me,  it  muit  be 

*  for  my  confidence,  and  nothing  elfe : 
'  but  urging  her  farther — "  Why,"  faid 

•*  (he,  "  brazen  man,""  (for  me  called 

*  names,  like  Lady    Davers)    "  what 
'*  would  you  have  me  fay  ?  I  would  love 
"  youtiiifouldi — But — ""    Here  inter- 
'  rupting  her,  and  putting  on  a  free  air, 
(  I  half  faid  and  half  fung — 

ft  You'd  love  me,  you  fay,  if  you  cou'd! 
*»  Why,  thou  mak'ft  me  a  very  odd  crea- 

"  ture; 
fl  I  pr'ythee  furvey  me  again : 

««  What  can'ft  thou   object  to  my  fea- 
*  tare?" 

*  This  (hewed  my  vanity :  and  I  an- 

*  fwered  for  the  lady — 

**  Wby  nothing— Very  well— Then  I'm  fure 

"  you'U  admit, 
*«  That  the  choice  I  have  made,  is  a  fign  of 

"  my  WIT." 

'  But,  to  my  great  difappoiutment,  Pa- 
mela never,  by  any  favourable  glance, 
gave  tba  lea  ft  encouragement  to  my  va- 
nity. "  Well,"  thought  I,  "  this  girl 
has  certainly  nothing  ethereal  in  her 
mould  :  all  ummimated  clay !— But 
the  dancing  and  finging  airs  my  mo- 
ther is  teaching  her,  will  make  her 
better  qualified  in  time,  and  another 
year  will  ripen  her  into  my  arms,  no 
doubt  of  it.  Let  me  only  go  on  in  my 
preient  way,  and  make  her  fear  me  : 
that  will  inhanee  in  her  mind,  every 
favour  I  (hall  afterwards  vouchiaf  e  to 
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'  (hew  her;   nnd   never   queftion,  old 

*  humdrum  Virtue,"  thought  1,  "  but 

(  the  tempter  without,  and  the  tempter 

'  within,  will  be  too  many  for  the  per- 

'  verfeit  nicety that  ever  the  iexboatted." 

'  Yet,  though  I  could  not  once  attract 

her  eye  towards  me,  (he  never  failed  to 

draw  mine  after  her,  whenever  me  went 

by  me,  or  where -ever  I  faw  her,  except, 

as  I  faid,  in  my  mother's  prefence;  and 

particularly,  when  me  had  pa  fled  me, 

and  could  not  fee  one  look  at  her,  with* 

out  turning  her  head,  as  I  expected 

ib  often  from  her  in  vain. 

'  You   will   wonder,  Lord   Davers, 

\vho,  I  fnppofe,  was  once  in  love,  or 

you'd  never  havemarried  fuch  an  hoftile 

ipirit  as  my  iifter's  there—' 

*  Go  on,  fauce-box,'  faid  (he,*  I  won't 
interrupt  you.' 

c  You  will  wonder  how  I  could  be- 
have Ib  coolly  as  to  efcape  all  difcovery 
ib  long  from  a  lady  ib  watchful  as  my 
mother;  and  from  the  apprehenlivenels 
of  the  girl;  for,  high  or  low,  every  in- 
dividual of  the  fex  is  quick  as  light- 
ning to  imaginations  of  this  kind:  and 
beiides,  well  fays  the  poet — 

<  Men  without  love,  have  oft  fj  cunning 

4<  grown, 
"  Thac   fome thing    like    it,    they   have 

"  fhown; 
:  But  non^  who  had  it,  e'er  feem'd  to  have 

"  tune. 

Love's  of  a  ftrangely  open,  fimple  kind, 
"  Can  no  arts  or  difguifes  find; 
;  But  thinks  none  fees  it,  'caufe  itfeif  is 
"  blind." 

'  But  to  fay  nothing  of  her  tender 
years,  and  that  my  love  was  not  of  this 
bafhful  fort,  I  was  not  abfolutely.de- 
tennined,  fo  great  was  my  pride,  that 
I  ought  to  think  her  worthy  of  being 
my  miflrefs,  when  I  had  not  much  rea- 
fon,  as  I  thought,  to  defpair  of  pre- 
vailing upya  perfons  of  higher  birth 
(were  I  difpofed  to  try)  to  live  with  me 
upon  my  own  terms.  My  pride  there- 
fore kept  my  paflion  at  bay,  as  I  may 
fay:  fo  far  was  I  from  imagining  I 
(hould  ever  be  brought  to  what  has 
fmce  happened!  But  to  proceed: 

*  Hitherto  my  mind  was  taken  up  with 
the  beauties  of  her  perfon  only.     My 
EYE  had  drawn  my  HEART  after  it, 
without    giving    myfelf   any   trouble 
about  that  fenl'e  and  judgment,  which 
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my  mother  was  always  praifmg  in  her 
Pamela,  as  exceeding  her  years  and  op- 
portunities:  but  an  occafion  happened, 
which,  though  flight  in  itfelf,  took  the 
HEAD  into  the  party,  and  made  me 
think  of  her,  young  as  me  was,  with  a 
diftinclion,  that  before  I  had  not  for 
her.  It  was  this : 

•  *  Being  with  my  mother  in  her  clofet, 
who  was  talking  to  me  on  the  old  fub- 
je6l)  matrimfjiiy,  I  law  Pamela's  com- 
mon-place  book,  as  I  may  call  it  j  in 
which,  by  her  lady's  dire&ion,  from 
time  to  time,  fhe  had  tranfcribed  from 
the  Bible,  and  other  good  books,  f>:ch 
puffages  as  made  moft  impreffion  upon 
her,  as  (he  read.— A  method,  I  take  it, 
my  dear,'  turning  to  me,  *  that  was  of 
great  fervice  to  you,  as  it  initiated  you 
into  writing  with  that  freedom  and  eafe, 
which- mine  in  your  faucy  letters  and 
journals;  and  to  which  my  prefent  fet- 
ters  are  not  a  little  owing :  juft  as  ped- 
lars  catch  monkeys  in  the  baboon  king- 
doms,  provoking  the  attentive  fools, 
by  their  own  example,  to  put  on  fhoes 
and  (lockings*  till  the  apes  of  imitation, 
trying  to  do  the  like,  intangle  their 
feet,  and  fo  cannot  efcape  upon  the 
boughs  of  the  tree  of  liberty,  on  which 
before  they  were  wont  to  hop  and  fkip 
about,  and  play  a  thouiaud  puggifh 
tricks. 

'  I  obferved  the  girl  wrote  a  pretty 
hand,  and  very  fwitt  and  free:  and  af- 
fixed  her  points  or  Itops  with  fo  much 
judgment,  (her  years  confidcred)  that 
I  began  to  have  an  high  opinion  of  her 
\\  hdcrftandlng .  Some  obiervat  ions  like- 
wife  upon  feveral  of  the  parishes  were 
fo  juft  and  folid,  that  I  could  not  help 
being  tacitly  furprifed  at  them. 

*  My  mother  watched  my  eye,  and 
was  iilent :  I  feemed  not  to  cbferve  that 
me  did;  and  after  a  while,  laid  down 
Xhe  book,  (hutting  it  with  great  indif- 
ference,  and  talking  of  another  fubje6t. 

*  Upon  this,  my  mother  laid — { '  Don't 
you  think  Pamela  writes  a  pretty  hand, 
fon?" 

"  I  did  not  mind  it  much,"  faid  I, 
with  a  carelels  air.  "  This  is  her 

writing,  is  it?"  taking  the  book  and 
opening  it  again,  at  a  place  of  Scrip- 
txae.  tc  The  girl  is  mighty  pious  J" 

faid  I.' 

"  I  wifhj>c«  were  fo, child.1' 

«'  I  wifh  fo  too,  Madam,  if  it  would 

pleafe  you."  .     . 

"  I  wifh  fo,for  your  own  fake,  child," 


"  So  do  I,  Madam  ;"  and  down  I  laid 

*  the  book  again  very  carelefsly. 

"  Look  once  more  in  it,"  faid  fhe, 
"  and  fee  if  you  can't  open  it  upon  fome 
"  place  that  may  ftrike  you." 

*  I  opened  it  at — "  'Train  up  a  child  in 
"  theivay  itjbouldgo,"  &c.  "  I  fancy/1 
'  faid  I,  "  when  I  was  at  Pamela's  age, 
<{  I  was  pretty  near  as  good  as  ihe." 

"  Never,  never,"  faid  my  mother  5 
"  I'm  fure  I  took  great  pains  with  you  ; 
"  but,  alas!  to  very  little  purpofe.  You 
"  had  always  a  violent  headibong  will.'* 

"  Some  allowances  for  boys  and  girls, 
"  I  hope,  Madam :  but  you  fee  I  am  as 
"  good  for  a  man  as  my  fifter  for  a  wo- 
"  man." 

"  No  indeed,  you  are  not,  I  do  afliire 
"  you." 

"  I  am  forry  for  that,  Madam  :  you 
"  give  me  a  fad  opinion  of  myielf." — 

*  Brazen  wretch !'  faid  my  lady  :  '  but 
'    go  on.' 

**  Turn  to  one  of  the  girl's  obferva- 
"  tions  on  Ibmetext,"  faid  my  mother. 

'  I  did  ;  and  was  pleafed  with  it  more 
'  than  I  would  own.  "  The  girl's  well 
"  enough,"  laid  I,  "  for  what  (he  is  ; 
"  but  let's  fee  what  (he'll  be  a  few  years 
"hence.  Then  will  be  the  trial." 

"  She'll  be  always  good,  I  doubt  not.'* 

"  So  much  the  better  for  her  .—But 
".can't  we  talk  of  any  other  fubjeft  ? 
*  You  complain  how  feldom  I  attend 
"  you,  Madam  ;  and  indeed,  when  you 
"  are  alwnys  talking  of  matrimony,  or 
"  of  this  low-born,  raw  girl,  it  murl 
"  needs  leflen  the  plcafure  of  approach - 
"  ing  you." 

'  But  now,  as  I  hinted  to  you,  Ia4ies, 
1  and  my  lord,  I  had  a  ftill  higher  opi- 
'  nion  of  Pamela;  and  efteemed  her  more 
'  worthy  of  my  attempts;  "For/'thought 
'  I,  "  the  girl  has  good  fenfe,  and  it  will 
"  be  fome  pleafure  to  watch  by  what 
**  gradations  fhe  may  be  made  to  rife 
"  into  love,  and  into  an  higher  life*,than 
"  that  to  which  fhe  was  born."  And  fo 
4  I  began  to  think  (he  would  be  worthy 
'  in  time  of  being  my  mijlrefi,  which  till 
'  now,  as  I  faidibefore,  I  had  been  a  little 

*  Scrupulous  about. 

«  I  took  a  little  tour  foon  after  this,  in 
'  company  of  fome  friends,  with  whom 
£  I  had  contracted  an  intimacy  abroad, 
'  into  Scotland  and  Ireland,  they  having 
'  a  curioiity  to  fee  thofe  countries,  and 
'  we  fpent  fix  or  eight  months  on  this  ex- 

*  pedition;  and  when  I  had  landed  them 
'  in  France,  I  returned  home,  and  found 
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my  good  mother  in  a  very  indifferent 
ftate  of  health}  but  her  Pamela  arrived 
to  a  height  of  beauty  and  perfection, 
which  exceeded  all  my  expectations.  I 
was  Ib  much  taken  with  her  charms 
the  firll  time  I  Taw  her,  after  my  re- 
turn,  which  was  in  the  garden,  with  a 
book  in  her  hand,  juft  come  out  of  a 
little  fummer-houfe,  that  I  then  thought 
of  obliging  her  to  go  back  again,  in 
order  to  begin  a  parley  with  her  :  but 
while  I  was  refolving,  (he  tript  away, 
with  her  curtftes  and  reverences,  and 
was  out  of  my  light  before  I  could  de- 
termine. 

*  I  was  refolved,  however,  not  to  be 
long  without  her;   and  Mrs.  Jewkes 
having  been  recommended  to  me  a  little 
before,  by  a  brother-rake  as  a  woman 
of  tried  fidelity,  I  afked  her,  if  me  would 
be  faithful,  if  I  mould  have  occafion 
to  commit  a  pretty  girl  to  her  care? 

*  She  hoped,  me  laid,  it  would  be  with 
the  lady's  own  content,  and  me  mould 
make  no  fcruple  in  obeying  me. 

*.  So  I  thought  I  would  way -lay  the 
girl, and  carry  her  fir  ft  to  a  little  village  in 
Northamptonlhire,  to  an  acquaintance 
of  Mrs.  Jewkes' s.  And  when  I  had 
brought  her  to  be  eafy  and  pacinvd  a 
little,  I  defigned  that  Jewkes  mould  at- 
tend  her  to  *  Lincolnfnire:  for  I  knew 
there  was  no  coming  at  her  here,  under 
my  mother's  wing,  by  her  own  confent, 
and  that  to  offer  terms  to  her,  would 
be  to  blow  up  my  project  all  at  once. 
Befides,  I  was  fenfible,  that  Mrs.  Jervis 
would  iland  in  the  way  of  my  proceed- 
ings,  as  well  as  my  mother. 
1  The  method  I  had  contrived  was 
quite  eaiy,  as  I  imagined,  and  fuch  as 
could  -not  have  failed  to  anfwer  my 
purpofe,  as  to  carrying  her  off;  and  I 
doubted  not  of  making  her  well  liitis- 
fiedin  her  good  fortune  very  quickly; 
for,  having  a  notion  of  her  affectionate 
duty  to  her  parents,  I  was  not  dif- 
pleafed,  that  I  could  make  the  terms 
very  eafy  and  happy  to  them  all. 

*  What  moft  itood  in  my  way,  was 
my  mother's  fondnefs  for  her:  but  on 
the  fuppofition,  that  I  had  got  her  fa- 
vourite  in  my  hands,  which  appeared 
to  me,  as  I  faid,  a  tafk  very  eafy  to  be 
conquered,   I  had  actually  formed  a 
lettt-r  for  her  to  tranfcribe,  acknow- 
ledging  a  love-affair,   and  laying  her 
withdrawing  herfelf  fo  privately,  to  the 


'  implicit  obedience  flie  ow*<1  to  her  htif- 

*  band's  commands,  to  whom   (he  wa* 

*  married  that  morning,  and  who,  being 
'  a  young  gentleman  of  a  genteel  family, 

*  and  dependant  on  his  friends,  was  dt- 

*  fnous  of  keeping  it  all  a  profound  je- 
1  cret;   and  begging,   on  that  account, 
'  her  lady  not  to  divulge  it,  fo  much  as 
4  to  Mrs.  Jervis. 

'  And  to  prepare  for  this,  and  make. 
1  her  efcape  the  more  probable,  when 

*  matters  were  ripe  for  my  plot,  I  came 

*  in  one  night,  and  examined  all  t! 

*  vants,  and  Mrs.  Jervis,  the  latter  in  my 

*  mother's  h.e;iring,abou  t  a  genteel  young; 

*  man,  whom  I  pretended  to  find  with  <t 
(  pillion  on  the  horfe  he  rode  upon,  wait- 

*  ing  about  the  back-door  of  the  garden, 
'   for  fbmebody  to  come  to  himj  and 

*  who  rode  off,  when  I  came  up  to  ths 

*  door,  as  fall  as  he  could. 

'  Nobody  knew  any  thing  of  the  tnat- 
'  ter,  and  they  were  much  furprifed  at 
c  what  I  told  them :  but  I  begged  Pa- 

*  mela  might  be  watched,  and  that  no 
'  one  would  lay  any  thing  to  her  about 
'  it. 

*  My  mother  (aid,  (he  had  two  reafoiu 
f  not  to  fpeak  of  it  to  Pamela ;  one  to 
4  oblige  me ;   the  other   and  chief,  be- 

*  caufe  it  would  break  the  poor  innocent 
'  girl's  heart,    to  be  fuipeclred.     "  Poor 
"  dear  child  1"  laid  ihe,  "  whither  cau 
"  flic  go,  to  be  fo  happy  as  with  me  ? 
"  Would  it  not  be  inevitable  ruin  to 
"  her  to   leave  me  ?  There  is   nobody 
"  comes  after  her  ;  (lie  receives  no  let- 
"  ters.  but  now-arid  then  one  from  her 
"  father  and  mother,  and  thole  (he  ihews 
"  me." 

"  Well,"  replied  I,  "  I  hope  (he  can 
"  have  no  defign  ;  'twould  be  ttrange  if 
"  me  had  formed  any  to  Jsave  fo  good  a 
"  miilrefs  :  but  you  'can^t  be  fur  e  all  the 
"  letters  (he  receives  are  from  her  father: 
"  and  her  (hewing;  to  you,  Madam,  thoie 
"  he  writes,  looks  like  a  cloak  toothers 
"  (he  may  receive  from  another  hand. 
"  But  it  can  be  no  harm  to  have  an  eye 
"  upon  her.  You  don't  know,  Madam, 
*'  what  tricks  there  are  in,  the  world." 

"  Not  I,  indeed;  but  only  this  J  know, 
"  that  the  girl  mall  be  under  no  rellraint, 
"  if  (he  is  refolved  to  leave  me,  well  as 
"  I  love  her." 

*  Mrs.  Jervis  faid,  (he  would  have  an 
'  eye  upon  Pamela,  in  obedience  to  my 
'  command  ;  but  fhe  ,was  fure  there  was 
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*  no  need;  nor  would  (he  fo  much  wound 

*  the  poor  child's  peace,  as  to  mention 

*  the  matter    to  her. 

*  This  I  fuffered  to   blow   off,   and 

*  feemed  to  my  mother  to  have  fo  good 
'   an  opinion  of  her  Pamela,  that  I  was 

*  lorry,  as  I  told  her,  I  had  fuch  a  fur- 

*  mife  :    laying,  that  though  the  fellow 
•*  and  the  pillion  were  odd  circumftanccs, 
'  yet  I  dared  to  lay,  there  could  be  no- 
'  thing  in  it:  for  I  doubted  not,  the  girl's 
'  duty  and  gratitude  would  hinder  her 
«  from  doing  a  foolifh  or  a  rufh  thing. 

'  This  my  mother  heard  with  plea- 

*  furc :  although  my  motive  to  it,  was 
*'  but  to  lay  her  Pamela  on  the  thicker 
'  to  her,  when  flie  was  to  be  told  (he  had 
'  efcaped. 

*  She  (aid,  (he  was  glad  I  was  not  an 

*  enemy  to  the  poor  child.     "  Pamela 
"  has  no  friend  but  me,"  continued  the 
'  good  lady;  "  and  if  I  don't  provide 
*'  for  her,    I  (hull  have  done  her  more 
(t  harm  than  good,  (as  you  and  your 
*(  aunt  B.  have  often  faid)   in  the  ac- 
"  complifhmcnts  I  have  given  her:  and 
**  yet  the  poor  girl,  I  fee  that,"  added 

*  fhe,("  would  not  be  backwaid  to  turn 
*'  her  hand  to  any  thing  for   the  fake 
ct  of  an  honeit  livelihood,  were  flie  put 
tf  to  it  ;  which,  if  it  pleaie  God  to  fpare 
ct  me,  and  fhe  continues  good,  (he  never 
«  mall  be." 

'  /I  wonder  not,  Pamela,  at  your  tears 

*  on  this  occafion.     Your  lady  was  an 

*  excellent  woman,  and  deferved  this  tri- 

*  bute  to  her  memory.     All  my  pleafure 

*  now  is,  that  me  knew  not  half  my 
5  wicked  pranks,  and  that  I  did  not  vex 

*  her  worthy  heart  in  the  profecution  of 
'  this  fcheme;  which  would  have  given 
'  me  a  fevcre  fting,  inafinuch  as  I  might 
5  have  apprehended,  with  too  much  rca- 

*  fon,  that  I  had  Shortened  her  clays  by 
'  the   knowledge   of  the  one   and  the 
'  other. 

'  I  had  thus  in  readinefs  every  thing 

*  neceflai  y  for  the  execution  of  my  pro- 
f  je£t  :  but  my  mother's  ill  irate  of  health 

*  gave  me  too  much  concern,  to  permit 
*'  me  to  proceed.     And,  now  and  tl>en, 
'  as  my  frequent  attendance  upon  her 
"•  in  her  jllncfs  gave  me  an  opportunity 

*  of  obfervin"-  more  nnd  more  pf  the  girl, 
f  arid   her  affectionate  duiy,   and  conti- 
'  nual  tears,  (finding  her  frequently  on 
f  her  knees,  praying  for  her  miftrefs)  I 
e  was  moved  to  pity  her:   and  often  did 
'  I,  while  thofe  fcenes  of  my  mother's 

*  illncfs  and  decline  were  bcfgre  me,  re- 


c  folve  to  conquer,  if  pofTible,  my  guilty 
'  pafTion,   as,  thofe  fcenes  taught  me, 

*  while  their  impreflions  held,    juftly  to 
'  call  it  ;  and  I  was  much  concerned  I 
'  found  it  a  more  difficult  ta/k  than  I 

*  imagined  :   for,  till  now,  I  thought  it 

*  principally  owing  to  my  ufual  cnter- 
'  prifing  temper,  and  a  love  of  intrigue; 

*  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  rc- 

*  folve  againd  k,  and  to  fubdue  it. 

4  But  I  found  I  was  greatly  mitiaken ; 
'  for  I  had  infeufibly  brought  myfelf  to 
'  admire  her  in  every  thing  fhe  faid  or 

*  did  ;  and  there  was  fo  much  graceful- 
'  nefs,  humility,  and  innocence  in  her 

*  whole  behaviour,  and  I  faw  fo  many 
'  melting  fcenes  between  her  iady  and 

*  her,  that  I  found  I  could  not  mafter  my 
1  cftecm  for  her. 

'  My  mother's  illnefs  increafmg  be- 
'  yond  hopes  of  recovery,  and  having 
<  fettled  all  her  greater  affairs,  flic  talked, 
'  to  me  of  her  fervants  :  I  afked  her 

*  what  fhe  would  have  done  for  Pamela 

*  and  Mrs.  Jervis? 

"  Make  Mrs.  Jervis,  my  dear  fon," 

*  faid  fhe,  "  as  happy  as  you  can :   flie 
fi  is   a  gentlewoman  lioi~n,  you  know; 
"  let  her  always  be  treated  as  fuch  :  but, 
"  for  your  own  fake,  don't  make  her  Jn- 
<c  dependent  ;    for   then  you'll  want  a 
"  faithful  manager.     Yet,  if  youmar- 
<f  ry,    and   your  lady  fhoujd  not  value 
"  her  as  flie  deferves,  allow  her  a  com- 
"  petency  for  the  reltof  her  life,  and  let 
"  her  live  as  me  pleafes. 

"  As  for  Pamela,  I  hope  you  will  be 
"  her  proteclor ;  I  hope  you  will ! — She 
'•'  is  a  good  girl :  I  love  her  next  to  you 
"  and  "your  dear  filter.  She  is  juft  ar- 
li  riving  at  a  trying  time  of  life.  I  don't 
"  know  what  to  fay  for  her.  What  I 
"  had  defigned  was,  that  if  any  man  of 
"  a  genteelcalling  mould  offer,  I  would 
"  have  given  her  a  little  pretty  portion, 
te  had  God  (pared  my  life  till  then.  But 
"  if  flie  flioukl  be  made  independent, 
"  fome  idle  fellow  perhaps  might  fnap 
*'  her  up;  for  flie  is  very  pretty:  or  if 
"  flie  fhould  carry  what  you  give  her  to 
*'  her  poor  parents*  as  her  duty  would 
"  Jead  her  to  do,  they  are  fo  unhappily 
"  involved,  that  a  little  matter  would  be 
ff  nothing  to  them,  and  the  poor  girl 
"  might  be  to  feek  again.  Perhaps  Lady 
"  D avers  will  take  her.  But  I  wifh  flie 
"  was  not  fo  pretty  !  She  will  be  likely 
"  to  be  the  bird  for  which  fbme  wicked 
"  fowler  will  fpread  his  fnares  ;  or,  it 
<(  may  be,  every  lady  wul  not  cboofe  to 

«<  liavct 
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"  have  fuch  a  waking-maid.  You  are 
«  a  young  gentleman;  and,  I  am  lorry 
««  to  fay  it,  not -better  than  I  wifh  you 
tt  to  be — Tiio-.-jh  I  hope  my  Pamela 
"  would  not  be  in  danger  from  her  ma- 
tl  fter,  who  owes  to  all  his  fervants 
"  protection,  as  much  as  a  king  does  to 
tc  hisfub;e£ts.  Ye:  I  don't  know  how 
«  to  wifli'herto  itr  y  with  yon, — for  your 
"  own  reputation's  fake,  my  dear  Ion  j 

ti  for  the  wcrki  will  cenfure  as  it  lifts. 

«  Wo'.ld  to  God  !"  faid  ihe,   "  the 

*'  dear  girl  ha  1  the  fmall-pox  in  a  mor- 
"  tifyiug  manner:  (he'd  be  lovely  enough 
"  in 'the  genteelnefs  of  her  perion ,  and 
*J  the  excellencies  of  her  mind ;  and  more 
«'  out  ofdnnger of  fufFeringfrom  the  tran- 
"  fient  beauties  of  countenance.  Yet  I 
"  think,"  added  flie,-  "  memight  be  fafe 
«'  and  happy  under  Mrs.  Jervis's<are  j 
<«  and  if  you  marry,  and  your  lady  parts 
"  with  Mrs.  Jervis,  let'em  go  together, 
"  and  live  as  they  like'. — I  think  that  will 
"  be  the  belt  for  both. — And  you  have 
"  a  generous  fpirit  enough :  I  will  not 
"  direct  you  in  the  quantum.  But,  my 
"  dear  fon,  remember  that  I  am  the  lefs 
"  concerned,  that  I  have  not  done  for 
"  the  poor  girl  myfelf,  becaufe  I  depend 
"  upon  you  :  the  manner  how  fitly  to 
"  provide  for  her,  has  made  me  defer  it 
"  till  now,  that  I  have  fomuch  mcreim- 
*'  portant  concerns  on  my  hands;  life 
"  and  ftrength  ebbing  fo  faft,  that  I  am 
"  hardly  fit  for  any  thing,  or  to  wilh  for 
"  any  thing,  but  to  receive  the  kit  re- 
"  leafing  ftroke." 

Here  he  (topped,  being  under  fome 
concern  himfelf,  and  we  in  much  more. 
At  laft  he  refumed  the  fubje£t. 


*  You  will  too  naturally  think,  my 
lord — and  you,  my  good  ladies — that 
the  mind  rnuft  be  truly  diabolical,  that 
could  break  through  the  regard  due  to 
the  folemn  injunctions  and  recommen- 
dations of  a  dying  paren-t.  They  did 
hold  me  a  good  while  indeed  ;  and  as 
fait  as  I  found  any  emotions  of  a  con- 
trary nature  rife  in  my  breaft,"  I  en- 
deavoured for  fome  time  to  fupprefs 
them,  and  to  think  and  act  as  I  ought: 
but  the  dear  bewitching  girl  every  day 
rofe  in  her  charms  upon  me:  and  find- 
ing (he  (till  continued  the  ufe  of  her  pen 
and  ink,  I  could  not  help  entertaining 
a  jealoufy,  that  Ihe  was  writing  to  fome- 
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*  body  who  flood  well  in  her  opinion  ; 

*  and  my  love  for  her,  and  my  own  fpi  - 

*  rit  of  intrigue,  made  it  a  fweetheart  of 

*  courfe.     And  I  could  not  help  watch- 

*  ing  her  motions;  and  feeing  her  once 

*  putting  a  letter  me  had  juft  folded  up, 
'  into  her  bofom,  at  my  entrance  into  my 
'  mother's  dreffing-room,  I   made  no 
'  doubt  of  detecting  her,  and  her  cor- 
'  refpondent;  and  fo  I  took  the  letter 
'  from  her  itays*,  me  trembling  and 
'  curtfeyingwith  afweet  confufion;  and 
'  highly  pleafed  I  was  to  find  it  contained 
1  nothing  but  innocence  and  duty  to  the 

*  deceafed  miftrefs,  and  the  loving  pa- 

*  rents,  expreffing  her  joy,  that  in  the 
'  midft  of  her  giief  for  lofmg  the  one, 

*  (he  was  not  obliged  to  return  to  be  a 

*  burden  to  the  other :   and  I  gave  it  hcc 
'  again,  with  words  of  encouragement, 

*  and  went  down  much  better  fatisfied, 

*  than  I  had  been  with  her  correfpond- 
'  ents. 

*  But  when  I  reflected  upon  the  inr.o- 
'  cent  fimplicity  of  her  ftyle,  I  was  ftiii 

*  more  in  love  with  her,    and  formed  a 
'  Itratagem,  and  fucceeded  in  it,  to  come 

*  at  her  other  letters  f,  which  I  fent  for- 
«  ward,  after  I  had  read  them,  all  but 

*  three  or  four,  which  I  kept  back,  when 

*  my  plot  began  to  ripen  for  execution  ; 
«  although  the  little  flut  vras  moft  abo- 

*  minably  free  with  my  character  to  her 
'  father  and  mother. 

*  You  will  cenfure  me,  no  doubt,  that 
'  my  mother's  injunctions  made  not  a 
'  more  lafting  imprefiion  upon  me.  But 
'  really  I  ftruggled  hard  with  myfelf  to 
'  give  them  their  due  force ;  and  the  dear 
'  girl,  as  I  faid,  every  day  grew  lovelier, 

*  and  more  accomplished.     Her  letters 
c  were  but  lo  many  links  to  the  chains  in 
'  which  (lie had  bound  me;  and  though 
'  once  I  had  refolved  to  part  with  her  J 

*  to  Lady  Davers,   and  you,   Madam, 
'  had  an  intention-to  take  her,  I  could 
'  not  for  my  life  give  her  up;  and  think- 
.'  ing  at  that  time  more  honourably  of 
e  the  (tate  of  a  miftreis  than  I  have  done 
'  fince,   I  could   not  perfuade  myfelf, 
'  (fince  I  intended  to  do  as  handfomely 

*  by  her  as  ever  man  did  to  a  lady  in  that 
'  fituaticn)   but  that  I  mould  do  better 
'  for  her  than  my  mother  had  wimed  me 
'  to  do,  and  fo  more  than  anfwer  all  her 
'  injunctions,  as  to  the  providing  for  her ; 
'  and  I  could  not  imagine  I  fhould  have 

*  met  with  a  refinance  frcm  her,  that  I 
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4  had  feldom  encountered  from  perfons 

*  much  her  fuperiors  as  to  defcent;  and 
'  was  amazed  at  it  j  for  it  confounded 

*  me  in  all  the  notions  I  had  of  her  lex, 
'  which,  like  a  true  libertine,  I  fuppofed 
'  wanted  nothing  but  importunity  and 
'  opportunity   a  bold  attempter,  and  a 

*  mind  not  ungenerous. 

f   Sometimes  I  admired  her  for  her 
4  virtue  j  at  other  times,  impetuous  in  my 

*  temper,  and  uvuiied  to  coritroul,  I  could 

*  have  beat  her.    She  well,  I  remember, 

*  dcfcribes  the  tumults  of  my  foul,  when 
4  fiie  repeats  what  once  palled  between 
«  us,  in  words  like  thefej  "  *  Take  the 
*•'  little  witch  from  me,  Mrs.  Jervis.-— 
*'  I  can  neither  bear,  nor  forbear  her. — 
":  But  ,  ftay — you  (han't  go — Yet   be 
"  c;onel — No,    come  back   again."— 

*  She  thought  I  was  mad,  I  remember 

*  foe  fays  in  her  papers.     Indeed  I  was 

*  little  lei's. 

*  She  fays,  I  took  her  arm,  and  griped 

*  it  black  and  blue,  to  bring  her  back 

*  again  j  and  then  fat  down  and  looked 

*  at  her  as  filly  as  iuch  a  poor  girl  as  fne: 
'  Well  did  the  dear  Out  defcribe  the 

*  pafiion  I  ftruggled  withj  and  no  one 

*  can  conceive  how  much  my  pride  made 

*  me  defpiie  rnyfelf  at  times  for  the  little 

*  actions  my  love  for  her  put  me  upon, 
'  j:nd  yet  io  find  that  love"  increafmg 

*  every  day,  as  htr  charms  and  her  re- 

*  i'ftance  increafed. 

*  I  have  caught  myfelf  in  a  raging  fit, 

*  i'ornttimes  vowing  I  would  have  her  j 

*  and,  at  others  jealous,  that,  to  feeure 

*  hericif  from  my  attempts,  me  would 

*  throw  herfelf  into  the  arms  of  fome 

*  menial  or  inferior,  whom  otherwife  fne 

*  would  not  have  thought  of. 

1  Sometimes  I  foothed  her,  fometimes 
•*  threatened  her;   but  never  was    fuch 

*  courage,    when   me  apprehended  her 
'   virtue  was  in  danger,  mixed  with  fo 

*  much  humility,  when  her  fears  gave 

*  way  to  her  hopes  of  a  julter  treatment. 
'  Then  I  would  think  it  impomble, 

*  (to- flight  an  opinion  had  I  of  woman'1  s 
'  virtue)  that  fuch  a  girl  as  this,cottage- 

*  born,  who  owed  every  thing  to  my  fa- 

*  mily,  and  had  an  abfolut«  dependence 

*  upon  my  pleafure;  myfeit  not  defpi- 
'  cable  in  perfon  or  mind,  as  I  fuppofed ; 
'  /lie  unprejudiced  in  nny  man's  favour} 
'  at  an  age  fufceptible  of  imprejnons; 
'  arid  a  frame  and  cor.ft;  tuti.cn  not  ice 

*  aoi  &cw  ;  "  Surely,"  thought  I,  "  all 


"  this  froft  muft  be  owing  to  the  want 
"  of  fire  in  my  attempts  to  thaw  it:  I 
"  uied  to  dare  more,  and  fucceed  better, 
"  Shall  fuch  a  girl  as  this  awe  me  by 
"  her  rigid  virtue  ?  No,  ftie  fliall  not." 

*  Then  I  would  refolve  to  be  more 
'  in  earneft.     Yet  my  love  was  a  traitor 
1  tome:   that  was  more  faithful  to  her 
1  than  to  met  it  had  more  honour  in  it 
'  at  bottom,  than  I  had  defigned  it  /hould 

*  have.    Awed  by  her  unaffected  inno- 

*  cencc,  and  a  virtue  I  had  never  before 
'  encountered,  fo  uniform  and  immove- 
4  able,  the  moment  I  fa--w  her  I  was 

*  half  difarraed  ;  and  I  courted  her  con- 
6  lent  to  that,  which,  though  I  was  not 
'  likely  to  obtain,  yet  it  went  againft  me 

*  to  think  of  extorting  by  violence.  Yet 

*  marriage  was  never  in  my  thoughts  j  I 

*  {corned  fo  much  as  topromife  it. 

1  To  v?hat  numberlefs  mean  things 
c  did  not  thii:  unmanly  pafiion  fubjeft 

*  me  ? — I  ufed  ro  watch  for  her  letters, 
'  though  mere  prittle-prattle  and  chit- 

*  chat,  received  them  with  burning  im- 
1  patience,  and  read  them  with  delight, 

*  though  nvyfeif  was  accufjd  in  them, 

*  and  itigmatizedas  I  deferred. 

t  I  v/ould  liilen  meanly  at  her  cham- 
'  ber-door;  try  to  over-hear  her  little 
'  converfations  5  in  vain  attempted  to 
1  fuborn  Mrs.  Jervis  to  my  purpofes, 

*  inconfiftently  talking  of  honour,  when 

*  no  one  ftep  I  took,  or  a6lion  I  atttmpt- 
'  ed,   ihewed  any  thing  like  it  j  loft  my 
'  dignity  among  my  iervantsj  made  a 
'  party  in  her  favour  againitme,  of  every 
'  body,  but  whom  my  money  corrupt- 

*  ed,  and  that  hardly  iufficient  to  keep 

*  my  partiians  fteady  to  my  intereftj_fo 

*  greatly  did  the  virtue  of  the  fervants 

*  triumph  over  the  vice  of  the  mafter, 

*  when  confirmed  by  fuch  an  example! 

'  I  have  been  very  tedious,  ladies,  and 

*  my  Lord  Davers,  in  my  narration :  but 
1  I  am  come  within  view  of  the  point 
'  for  which  I  now  am  upon  my  ti  ial  at 
.'  your  dread  tribunal  (bowing  to  us  all.) 

*  After  feveral  endeavours  of  a  fmooth 

*  and  a  rough  nature,  in  which  my  devil 
(  conftantly  failed  me,  and  her  good  an" 
'  gel  prevailed,  Ihad talked  to  Mrs.  Jer-^ 
'  vis  to  induce  the  girl   (to  whom,  in 
'  hopes  of  frightening  her,  I  had  given. 

*  warning,but  which  me  rejoiced  to  take, 
'  to  my  great  diiappointment)  to  defire 
<  to  ftay*;  and  fufpecling  Mrs.  Jervis 
1  played  me  booty,  and  rather  confirmed 
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her  in  her  coynefs,  and  her  defire  of 
leaving  me,  I  was  mean  enough  to 
conceal  myfelf  in  the  clofet  in  Mrs. 
Jervis1  s  room,  in  order  <p  hear  their 
private  conversation:  but  really  not  de- 
figning  to  make  any  other  uie  of  my 
concealment,  than  to  teize  her  a  little, 
if  me  mould  fay  any  thing  I  did  not 
like;  which  would  give  me  a  pretence 
to  treat  her  with  greater  freedoms  than 
I  had  ever  yet  done,  and  would  be  an 
introdu&ion  to  take  off  from  her  un- 
precedented apprehenfivenefs  another 
time :  and  I  had  the  lefs  Icruple  as  to 
Mrs.  Jervis's  prefence,  became  I  was 
fenfible,  (he  knew  as  bad  of  me  as  (he 
could  know,  from  Pamela's  apprehen- 
lions,  as  well  as  her  own ;  and  would 
find  me,  if  I  kept  within  any  decent 
bounds,  better  than  either  of  them  ex- 
pe6ted.  But  I  had  no  defign  of  pro- 
ceeding to  extremities,  although  I  had 
little  hope  of  making  any  imprefllon 
upon  her  by  gentlenels. 

*  So,  like  a  benighted  traveller,  who 
having  ftrayed  out  of  his  knowledge, 
and  despairing  10  find  his  way,  throws 
the  reins  upon  his  horfe's  neck,  to  be 
guided  at  it's  uncertain  direction,  I  re- 
iblved  to  take  my  chance  for  the  iffue 
which  the  adventure  mould  produce. 

'  But  the  dear  prattler,  not  knowing 
I  was  there,  as  me  undrefled  herfelf, 
began  fuch  a  bewitching  chit-chat  with 
Mrs.  Jervis,  who,  I  found,  but  ill  kept 
my  fecret,  that  I  never  was  at  fuch  a 
lofs  in  my  life  what  to  refolve  upon. 
One  while  I  wimeci  myfelf  unknown 
to  them,  out  of  the  clofet,  into  which 
my  inconfiderate  paflion  had  meanly 
led  me ;  another  time  I  was  incenfed 
at  the  freedom  with  which  I  heard  my- 
felf treated  :  but  then,  rightly  confi- 
dering,  thatl  had  no  bulinefs  to  heark- 
en to  their  private  converfation,  and 
that  it  was  fuch  as  became  them,  while 
I  ought  to  haye  been  amamed  to  give 
occafion  for  it,  I  excufed  them  both, 
and  admired  ftill  rnore  and  more  the 
dear  prattler, 

*  In   this    fufpenfe,   the  nndefigned 
ruftlingof  my  night-gown, fromchang- 
ing  my  pottureas  I  llood,  giving  alarm 
to  the  watchful  Pamela,  fhe  in  a  fright 
came  towards  the  ,cloiet  to  fee  who  was 
there,  fo  that  I  could  be  r+o  longer  con- 
cealed. 

'  What  could  I  then  do,  but  bolt,  out 
upon  the  apprehenfi  ve  charmer ;  and 
fp  done,  and  flie  running  to 


*  the  bed,  {creaming    to  Mrs.  Jervis, 

*  would  not  any  man  have  followed  her 
'  thither,  detected  as  I  was  ?     But  yet, 
'  I  laid,  if  flie  forbore  her  fcreaming, 
'  I  would  do  her  no  harm  ;  but  if  not, 
'  fhe  mould  take  the  confequence. 

*  I  found  by  their  exclamations,  that 
4  this  would  pafs  with  both  for  an  at- 

*  tempt  of  the  worft  kind ;  but  really  I 
4  had  no  fuch  intentions  as  they  feared. 
'  When,  indeed,  I  found  myfelf  dete6l- 

*  ed  j  when  the  dear  frightened  girl  ran 
'  to  the  bed;  when  Mrs.  Jervis  threw 
'  herfelf  about  her  5  when  they  would  not 
1  give  over  their    hideous  fquallings  j 

*  when  I  was  charged  by  Mrs.  Jervis 
'  with  the  worft  defigns ;  it  was  enough. 
'  to  make  me  go  farther  than  I  defigned  ; 

*  and  could  I  have  prevailed  upon  Mrs. 
'  Jervis  to  go  up,  and  quiet  the  maids, 
'  who  were  riling,  as  I  heard  by  the 

noife  they  made  over  head,  upon  the 
other  fcreaming,  Lbelieve,  had  Pamela 
kept  out  of  her  fit,  I  mould  have  been 
a  little  freer  with  her,  than  ever  I  had 
been :  but,  as  it  was,  I  had  no  thought 
but  of  making  as  honourable  a  retreat 
as  I  could,  and  to  fave  myfelf  from 
being  expofed  to  my  whole  family; 
and  I  was  not  guilty  of  any  freedoms, 
that  her  modefty,  unaffrighted,  could 
reproach  herfelf  v/ith  having  fufferedj 
and  the  dear  creature's  fainting  fits 
gave  me  almoft  as  great  apprehenfions 
as  I  coulcf  give  her. 
<  Thus,  ladies— and,  my  lord — have  I 
tedioufly,  and  little  enough  to  my  own 
reputation,  given  you  a  character  of 
myfelf,  and  told  you  more  againft  my- 
felf than  any  one  perfon  could  accufe 
me  of.  Whatever  redounds  to  the 
credit  of  my  Pamela,  redounds  in  part 
to  my  own  ;  and  fo  I  have  the  lefs  re* 
gret  to  accufe  myfelf,  fince  it  exalts 
her.  But  as  to  a  formed  intention  to 
hide  myfelf  in  the  clofet,  in  order  to 
'  attempt  the  girl  by  violence,  and  in 
'  the  prefence  of  a  good  woman,  as  Mrs. 

*  Jervis  is,  which  you  impute  tome,  in- 
deed, bad  as  I  was,  f  was  not  fo  vile, 
fo  abandoned  as  that. 

'  Love,  as  I  laid  before,  fubjefts  it's 
inconfiderate  votaries  to  innumerable 
meannefles,  and  unlawful  paflion  to 
many  more.  I  could  not  live  without 
this  dear  girl.  I  hated  the  thoughts 
of  matrimony  with  any  body;  and  to 
be  brought  to  the  ilake  by  my  mother'* 
waiting-rnaid — "  Forbid  it,  pride  !" 
thought  I j"  forbid  it,  example!  forbici 
3$  «  it 
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tl  it,  all  my  paft  fneers,  and  conftant  ri- 
* c  dicule,  both  on  the  eftate,  and  on  thofe 
*'  who  defcended  to  inequalities  in  it ! 
<c  and,  laftly,  forbid  it,  my  family  inirit, 
*'  fo  viiibje  in  Lady  Davers,  as  well  as 
<{  in  myfelf,  to  whofe  infults,  and  thofe 
*'  of  all  the  world,  I  mall  be  obnoxious, 
"  if  Imakefuch'aftep!" 

'  All  this  tends  to  demonftrate  the 
'  ftr.ength  of  my  paflion :  I  could  not 
'  conquer  my  love;  fo  I  conquered  a 
f  pride,  which  every  one  thought  un- 
«'  conquerable;  and  fince  I  could  not 

*  make  an  innocent  heart  vicious,  I  had 

*  thehappinefs  to  follow  fo  good  anex- 
'  ample;  and  by  this  means,  a  vicious 

*  heart  is  become  virtuous;  and  I  have 
c  the  pleafure  of  rejoicing  in  the  change, 

*  and  hope  I  fliall  itill  more  and  more 

*  rejoice  in  it ;  for  I  really  look  back 

*  with  contempt  upon  my  paft  follies  ; 

*  and  it  is  now  a  greater  wonder  to  me 
'  how  I  could  acl  as  I  did,  than  that  I 

*  fhould  deleft  thofe  a£lions,  which  made 
'  me  a-curfe,  inftead  of  a  benefit  to  fo- 
'  ciety.     Indeed,  I  am  not  yet  fo  pious 

*  as  my  Pamela;  but  that  is  to  come; 

*  and  it  is  one  good  fign,  that  I  can  truly, 
c  fay,  I  delight  in  every  inftance  of  her 

*  piety  and  virtue  :  and  now  I  will  cou-  , 
'  elude  my  tedious  narration  with  the 

*  poet— 

<*  Our   paffion  s  gone,   and  Reafon  in  her 

(e  throne, 

*'  Amaz'd  wefee  the  mifchiefswe  have  done: 
•'  After  a  icmpcft,  when  the  winds  are  laid, 
"  The  calm  lea  wonders  at  the  wrecks  it 

"  made." 

Thus  ended  my  dear  Mr.  B.  his  af- 
fecting relation;  which  in  the  courfe  of 
it  gave  me  a  thoufand  different  emotions; 
and  made  me  often  pray  for  him,  (as  I 
conftantly  do)  that  God  will  intirely  con- 
vert a  heart  fo  generous  and  worthy,  as 
his  is  on  mod  occafions.  And  if  I  can 
but  find  him  not  deviate,  when  we  go  to 
London,  I  fnall  have  great  hopes,  that 
nothing  will  affaft  his  morals  again. 

I  haveiuft  read  over  again  the  forego- 
ing account  of  himfelf.  As  near  as  I 
remember,  (and  rny  memory  is  the  beft 
faculty  I  have)  it  is  pretty  exact ;  only 
he  was  fuller  of  beautiful  fimilitudes,  and 
fpoke  in  a  more  flowery  ftyle,  'as  I  may 
fay.  Yet  don't  you  think,  Mil's,  (if  I 
have  not  done  injuftice  to  his  fpirit)  that 
the  beginning  of  it,  especially,  is  in  the 
iaucy  air  of  a  man  too  much  alive  to  fuch 


notions  ?  For  fo  the  ladies  obferved  ir» 
his  narration — Is  it  very  like  the  ftyle  of 
a  true  penitent  ? — But  indeed  Jie  went  on 
better,  and  C9ncluded  beft  of  all. 

But  don't  you  obferve  what  a  dear 
good  lady  I  had  ?  Bleflings,  a  thoufand 
bleffings,  on  her  beloved  memory !  Were 
I  to  live  to  fee  my  childrens  children,  they 
mould  be  all  taught  to  IWp  her  praiies  be- 
fore they  could  ipeak.  My  gratitude 
mould  always  be  renewed  in  /£«'rmouthsj 
and  GOD,  and  my'  dear  father  and  mo-< 
ther,  my  lady,  and  my  maiter  that  was, 
my  beft  friend  that  is,  but  principally, 
as  moftdue,  the  FIRST,  who  infpired  all 
the  reft,  mould  have  their  morning,  their 
noon-tide,  and  their  evening  praifes,  as 
long  as  I  lived  ! 

I  will  only  obferve  farther,  as  to  this. 
my  third  convei  fation-piece,that  myLord 
Davers  offered  to  extenuate  feme  parts  of 
his  dear  brother-in-law's  condu6t,which, 
he  did  not  himfelf  vindicate  j  and  Mr.B-. 
was  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  my  lord  was 
always  very  candid  tb  him,  and  kind  ir* 
his  allowances  for  the  fallies  of  an  un- 
governable youth.  Upon  which  my  lady 
faid,  a  little  tartly — '  Yes,  and  for  a  very 
good  reafon,   I   doubt  not :  for  who 
cares  to  condemn  himfelf?1 
*  Nay,1  faid  my  lord,  pleafantly, c  don't 
put  us  upon  a  foot  neither  :  for  what 
i'ailies  I  made  before  I  knew  your  la- 
dyfhip,  were  but  like  thole  of  a  fox, 
which  now-and-then  runs  away  with 
a  ftraggling  pullet,  when  nobody  fees 
him  :  whereas  thofe  of  my  brother  were 
like  the  invafions  of  a  lion,  breaking 
into  every  man's  fold,  and  driving  the 
(hepberds,  as  well  as  the  fheep,  before 
him.' — *  Ay>'  laid  my  lady,  •'  but  I 
can  look  around  me,  and  have  realbn 
perhaps  to  think  the  invading  lion  has 
come  off,  little  as  he  deferved  it,  better 
than  the  creeping  fox,  who,  with  all 
his  Running,  fometimes  fuffers  for  his 
pilfering  theft,1 

O,  my  deai',  thefe  gentlemen  are  ftrange 
creatures ! — What  can  they  think  of 
themfelves  ?  for  they  fay,  there  is  not  one 
virtuous  man  in  five ;  but  I  hope  for  our 
fex'sfake,  as  well  as  for  the  world's  fake, 
all  is  not  true  that  evil  fame  reports  ; 
for,  you  know,  every  man-trcf^aflt-rmuft 
find  or  make  a  woman-trefpafler ! — And 
if  fo,  what  a  world  is  this ! — And  how 
muft  the  mnpcent  liifFcr  from  the  guilty! 
Yet,  how  much  better  is  it  to  fuffer  one's 
felf,  than  to  bs  the  caufe  of  another's  i'uf- 
ferings  ? 
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I  long  to  hear  of  you.  And  muft 
Thorten  my  future  accounts,  or  I  (hall 
do  nothing  but  write,  and  tirej>0#  into 
the  bargain,  though  I  cannot  my  dear 
father  and  mother.  I  am,  8iy  dear  Mils, 
always  yours, 

P.  B. 


LETTER    XXXI. 

FROM  MISS  DARNFORD   TO    MRS.  B. 
DEAR    MRS.   B. 

EVERY  poft  you  more  and  more 
oblige  us  to  admire  and  love  you  : 
and  let  me  tell  you,  I  will  gladly  receive 
your  letters  upon  your  own  terms  *  : 
only  when  your  worthy  parents  haveper- 
uied  them,  fee  that  I  have  every  line  of 
them  again. 

Your  account  of  the  arrival  of  your 
noble  guefts,  and  their  behaviour  to  you, 
and  yours  to  them  ;  your  converfation, 
and  wife  determination,  on  the  offered 
tide  of  Baronet;  the  juft  applaufes  con- 
ferred upon  you  by  all,  particularly  the 
good  countefs;  your  breakfaft  conver- 
fation, and  the  narrative  of  your  fancy 
abominable  majier,  though  amiable  huf- ' 
band;  all  delight  us  beyond  expreflion. 

Do,  go  on,  dear  excellent  lady,  with 
your  charming  journals,  and  let  us  know 
all  that  palfes. 

As  to  the  flate  of  matters  with  us,  I 
have  defired  my  papa  to  allow  me  to  de- 
cline Mr.  Murray's  addrefles.  The  good 
man  loved  me  rnoft  violently,  nay,  he 
could  not  live  without  me ;  life  was  no 
life,  unlefs  I  favoured  him :  but  yet,  after  a 
few  more  of  thefe  flights,  he  is  trying  to  fit 
down  fatisfied  without  my  papa's  foolim 
pervcrfe  girl,  as  Sir  Simon  calls  me,  and 
to  tranfpofe  his  affeclions  to  a  worthier 
object,  my  fifter  Nancy;  and  it  would 
make  you  fmile  to  fee  hoWj  a  little  while 
before  he  dlreftly  applied  to  her,  me 
Icrewed  up  her  mouth  to  my  mamma, 
and,  truly,  fhe'd  have  none  of  Polly's 
leavings;  no,  not  (he! — But  no  foorier 
did  he  declare  himielf  in  form,  than  the 
gaudy  wretch,  as  he  was  before  with  her, 
became  a  wsll-drejfed  gentleman  ; — the 
ckcUer'utg  tnagpye,  (for  he  talks  and 
laughs  much)  quite  converfible, — and 
has  fomething  dtgr£j?«&/£  to  fay  upon  eve  • 
ry  fubjetl.  Once,  he  would  make  a  good 
waiter  of  the  buck-hounds  j  but  iiow, 


really,   the  more  one  is  in  his  company, 
the  more  polite  one  finds  him. 

Then,  on  his  part, — indeed,  he  hap- 
pened to  fee  Mifs  Polly  fir  ft !  and,  truly, 
he  could  have  thought  himielf  very  hap- 
py in  fo  agreeable  a  young  lady;  yet 
there  was  always  ibmething  of  majefty 
(what  a  ftately  name  is  that  for  ill-na- 
ture ! )  in  Mils  Nanny ;  fomething  fo 
awful,  that  while  Mifs  Polly  engaged 
the  affections  at  firft  fight,  Mifs  Nanny 
itruck  a  man  with  reverence ;  infomuch, 
that  the  one  might  be  loved  as  a  woman, 
but  the  other  revered  as  fomething  more  s 
,a  gocldefs,  no  doubt  ? 

I  do  but  think,  that  when  he  comes  to 
be  lifted  up  to  her  celeftial  fphere,  as  her 
fellow  conftellation,  what  a  figure  Nancy 
and  her  urfus  major  will  make  together; 
and  how  will  they  glitter 'and  fhine  to 
the  wonder  of  all  beholders ! 

Then  fhe  muft  make  a  brighter  ap- 
pearance by  far,  andamorepleafing  one 
too  j  for  why  ?  She  has  three  thoufand 
fatelliteS)  or  little  ftars,  in  her  train  more 
than  poor  Polly  can  pretend  to.  Won't 
there  be  a  fine  twinkling  and  fparkling, 
think  you,  when  the  greater  and  leuec 
bear-ftars  are  joined  together  ? 
.  But  excufe  me,  dear  Mrs.  B. ;  this 
fancy  girl  has  vexed  ms  juft  now,  by  her 
ill-natured  tricks  ;  and  I  am  even  with 
her,  having  thus  vented  my  ipite,  though 
(he  knows  nothing  of  the  matter. 

So,  fancy,  my  clear  friend,  you  fee 
Polly  Darnford  abandoned  by  her  own 
fault ;  her  papa  angry  at  her ;  her  mam- 
ma pitying  her,  and  calling  her  filly  girl  j 
Mr.  Murray,  who  is  a  rough  lover, 
growling  over  his  miftrefs,  .as  a  dog  over, 
a  bone  he  fears  to  lofe ;  Mifs  Nancy, 
putting  on  her  prudiffe  pleafantry,  and 
fnarlingout  a  kind  word,  and  breaking 
through  her  fulJen  gloom,  for  a  fmile 
now-and-then  in  return:  and  I  laugh- 
ing at  both  in  my  fleeve,  and  thinking, 
that  in  a  while  I  mall  get  leave  to  attend 
you  in  town,  and  that  will  be  better  than 
twenty  humble  lervants  of  Mr.  Mur- 
ray's caft :  or,  If  I  can't,  that  I  mail  have 
the  pleafure  of  your  correfpondence  here, 
and  mall  enjoy,  \mrivalled,  the  favour  of 
my  dear  papa  and  mamma,  whiph  this 
ill-tempered  girl  is  always  envying  me. 

Forgive  ail  this  nonfenfe.  I  was  wil- 
ling to  write  fomething,  though  worie 
than  nothing,  to  fliew  hew  defirous  I 
would  be  to  oblige  you,  had  I  a  capacity 
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or  fubjecl:,  as  you  have,  But  nobody 
can  love  you  better,  or  admire  you  more; 
of  this  you  may  be  affured,  (however  un- 
equal in  all  other  refpefts)  than  your 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

I  fend  you  xip  fome  of  your  papers  for 
the  good  couple  in  Kent.  Pray,  my 
refpefts  to  them;  and  beg  they'll  let 
me  have  'em  again  as  f'oon  as  they  can, 
by  your  conveyance. 

Our  Stamford  friends  defire  their kfndeft 
refpe&s  :  they  mention  you  with  de- 
light in  every  letter. 


LETTER    XXXII. 

THE  JOURNAL  CONTINUED. 
THURSDAY,    FRIDAY    EVENING. 
MY   DEAR    MISS  DARKFOP.D, 

I  Am  retired  from  a  very  bufy  day, 
having  had  no  lefs  than  fourteen  of 
cur  neighbours,  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
to  dinner  with  us:  the  occafion,  princi- 
pally, to  welcome  our  noble  guefts  into 
ihefe  parts  ;  Mr.  B.  having,  as  I  men- 
tioned in  a  former,  turned  the  intended 
vifit  into  an  entertainment,  after  his  ufual 
generous  manner. 

Mr.  B.  and  Lord  Davers  are  gone 
part  of  the  way  with  them  home;  and 
Lord  Jackey,  mounted  with  his  favourite 
Colbrand,  as  an  efcorte  to  the  eountefs 
and  Lady  Davers,  who  are  gone  to  take 
an  airing  in  the  chariot.  They  offered 
to  take  the  coach,  if  I  would  have  gone; 
but  being  fatigued,  I  defired  to  be  ex- 
cufed.  So  I  retired  to  my  clofet,  and 
Mils  Darnford,  who  is-  feldom  out  of 
my  thoughts,  coming  into  my  mind,  I 
had  a  new  recruit  of  fpirits,  which  en- 
abled me  to  relume  my  pen,  and  thus  I 
proceed  with  my  journal : 

Our  company  was*,  the  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  D.  who  are  fo  fafhionable  a 
married  couple,  thut  the  earl  made  it  his 
boaft,  and  his  eountefs  bore  it  like  one 
accuftomed  to  fuch  treatment,  that  he 
had  not  been  in  his  lady's  company  an 
hour  abroad  before  for  fevcn  years.  You 
know  his  lord  (hip's  charafter:  every 
body  doss  j  and  there  is  not  a  worfe,  as 
report  fays,  in  the  peerage. 

Sir  Thomas,  Atkyns,  a  fingle  gentle- 


man, not  a  little  finical  and  cereraonieatf, 
and  a  mighty  beau,  though  of  the  tawdry- 
fort,  and  affecting  foreign  airs  ;  as  if  h« 
was  afraid  it  would  not  be  judged  by 
any  other  mark,  that  he  had  travelled. 

Mr.  Arthur  and  his  lady,  a  moderately 
happy  couple,  who  feem  always  when  to- 
gether to  behave  as  if  they  were  upon  a 
compromife ;  that  is,  that  each  would 
take  it  in  turn  to  fay  free  things  of  th« 
other ;  though  fome  of  their  freedoms  arc 
of  fo  cutting  a  nature,  that  it  looks  as  if 
they  intended  to  divert  the  company  a"t 
their  own  expence.  The  lady,  being  of 
a  noble  family,  takes  great  pains  to  let 
every  one  know  that  fhe  values  herfelf 
not  a  little  upon  that  advantage :  but 
otherwife  has  many  good  qualities. 

Mr.  Brooks  and  his  lady.  The  gen- 
tleman is  a  free  joker  on  ferious  fubje&s, 
but  agood-naturedman,and  fays  fprignt- 
ly  things  with  no  ill  grace  :  the  lady  is  a 
little  referred,  and  of  a  haughty  turn, 
though  to-day  fhe  happened  to  be  freer 
than  ufual ;  as  was  obferved  at  table  by 

Lady  Towers,  who  is  a  maiden  lady 
of  family,  noted  for  herwit  and  repartee, 
and  who  fays  many  good  things,  with  fo 
little  doubt,  and  really  fo  good  a  grace, 
that  one  cannot  help  being  pleafed  with 
her.  This  lady  is  generally  gallanted 
by 

Mr.  Martin  of  the  Grove,  as  he  is 
called,  to  diftinguifh  him  from  a  rich  ci- 
tizen of  that  name,  who  is  fettled  in  thcfe 
parts,  but  being  covetous  and  proud,  is 
feldom  admitted  among  the  gentry  in 
their  virtts  or  parties  of  pleafure.  Mr. 
Martin  is  a  fhrewd  gentleman,  but  ha* 
been  a  little  too  much  of  the  libertine 
caft,  and  has  lived  freely  as  to  women  ; 
and  for  that  reafon  has  not  been  received 
by  Lady  Towers,  who  hates  free  actions, 
though  me'll  life  free  words,  modeftly 
free,  as  fhe  calls  them  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
the  double  entendre,  in  which  Sir  Simon 
Darnford,  a  gentleman  you  are  not  ufV- 
acquainted  with,  takes  great  delight  \ 
though  by  the  way,  what  that  worthr 
gentleman  calls  innocent,  Lady  Toweis 
would  blufh  at. 

Mr.  Dormer,  a  gentleman  of  a  vwy 
courteous  demeanour,  a  widower,  wa»- 
another,  who  always  fpeaks  well  of  his 
deceafed  lady,  and  of  all  the  fex  for  her 
fake.  , 

Mi*.  Chapman  and  his  lady,  a  well  be- 


For  the  characters  of  moft  of  thefe  gentlemen  3Jid  ladies,  f«e  Vol.  I.  p# 
l.  U.  p.  3175,  »76>  *u*i  aS^to  285, 
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haved  couple,  who  are  not  afhamed  to  be 
very  tender  and  obferving  to  one  another, 
but  without  that  cenfurable  fondnefs 
which  fitsfo  ill  upon  ibme  married  folks 
in  company. 

Then  there  was  the  dean,  our  good 
ininifter;  whom  I  name  laft,  becaui'e  I 
would  clofe  with  one  of  the  worthier!  5 
and  his  daughter,  who  came  to  fupply 
her  mamma's  place,  who  was  indi {poled ; 
a  well-behaved  prudent  young  lady. 
And  here  were  our  fourteen  guefts. 

The  Countefs  of  C.  LadyDavers,  Lord 
Davers,  Mr.  H.  my  dear  Mr.  B.  and 
your  humble  fervant,  made  up  the  reft  of 
the  company.  So  we  had  a  capacious 
and  brilliant  circle,  you  may  imagine  j 
and  all  the  avenues  to  the  houfe  were 
crouded  with  their  equipages. 

The  fubjecls  of  diicourfe  at  dinner 
were  various,  as  you  may  well  fuppofej 
and  the  circle  was  too  large  to  fail  upon 
any  regular  or  very  remarkable  topicks. 
A  good  deal  of  {brightly  wit,  however, 
flew  about,  between  the  Earl  of  D.  La- 
dy Towers,  and  Mr.  Martin,  in  which 
that  lord  fuffered  as  he  deferved ;  for  he 
was  by  no  means  a  match  for  the  lady, 
cfpeciaily  as  the  prefence  of  the  dean  was 
a  very  vifible  reftraint  upon  him,  and 
upon  Mr.  Brooks  too:  fo  much  awe 
will  the  character  of  a  good  clergyman 
always  have  upon  even  forward  {pints, 
where  he  is  known  to  have  had  an  invio- 
lable regard  to  it  himfelf. 

Betides,  the  good  gentleman  has,  na- 
lurally,  a  genteel  and  inoffennve  vein  of 
raillery,  and  fo  was  too  hard  for  them 
at  their  own  weapons. 

But  after  dinner  was  over,  and  the  fer- 
vants  were  withdrawn,  Mr.  Martin  fin- 
gled  meout,  as  he  loves  to  do,  for  a  fub- 
je£t  of  encomium,  and  made  fome  high 
compliments  to  my  dear  Mr.  B.  upon 
his  choice;  and  wifhed  (as  he  often  does) 
he  could  find  jufl  fuch  another  perfon  for 
himfelf. 

Lady  Towers  told  him,  that  it  was  A 
thing  as  unaccountable  as  it  was  unrea- 
ibnable,  that  every  rake  who  loved  to  de- 
Itroy  virtue,  mould  expect  to  be  reward- 
ed with  it:  and  if  his  brother  B.  had 
eome  off  fo  well,  (he  thought  no  one  elle 
ought  to  expect  it. 

Lady  Davers  laid,  it  was  a  very  jufl 
observation  :  and  Hie  thought  it  was  pity 
was  not  a  law,  that  every  man  who 
matte  a  harlot  cf  anhoneit  woman,  mould 
be  obliged  to  marry  one  ef  another's 
making;. 


That  would  be  too  fevere,  Mr.  B-. 
faid  }  it  would  "be  punifhment  enough,  if 
he  was  to  marry  his  own  ;  and  efpecially 
if  he  had  not  ieduced  her  under  promife 
of  marriage. 

*  Then  you'd  have  a  man  be  obliged 
to  ftand  to  his  promife,    I    fuppofe^ 
Mr.B.  ?'  replied  Lady  Davers.  «  Yes, 
Madam.' 

*  But,'  laid  me,    *  the  proof  would 
be  difficult  perhaps  :   and  the  moft  un- 
guilty  heart  of  our  fex  might  be  leafl 
able  to  make  it  out. — But  what  fay 
you,  my  Lord  D.'  continued  her  lady - 

tiip,  '  will  you,  and  my  Lord  Davers, 
join  to  bring  a  bill  into  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  for  the  purpofes  I  mentioned  ? 
I  fancy  my  brother  would  give  it  all 
the  affiftance  he  could  in  the  Lower 
Hoiffe.' 

^  Your  ladyfhip,'  faid  Mr.  Martin, 
is  highly   unreaibnable,  I   think,    to 
propofe  that :     it  would    be  enough, 
furely,  that  a  man  mould  be  obliged, 
as  Mr.  B.  fays,   to  many  the  woman 
he  himfelf  feduced.' 
The  earl  faid,  that  he  thought  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  mould  be  im  poled 
upon  any  man  :  for  that  when  women's 
virtue  was  their  glory,  and  they  were 
brought  up  with  that  notion,    and  to 
avoid  the  fnares  of  men,  he  thought,  if 
they  yielded,  they  ought  to  pay  the  for- 
feit, and  take  the  difgrace  of  it  to  them- 
1  elves. 

'  May  I  afk  your  lord/hip,'  faid  I, 

*  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  a  woman's 

*  virtue  is  her  glory,  and  that'a  man's 

*  mall  not  be  his  ? — Or,  in  other  words, 

*  why  you  think  virtue  in  a  man  is  nut  as 

*  requifite  as  in  a  woman?' 

'  Cuftom,  Madam,'  replied  the  earl, 

*  has  made  it  very  different  ;  and  thofe 

*  things  which  are  fcandalous  in  a  lady, 
1  are  not  fo  in  a  gentleman.' 

'  Will  your  lordfhip  argue,   that  it 
'  mould  be  fo,  becaufe  it  is  fo  ?  Does  not 

*  the  gentleman  call  himfelf  the  head  of 

*  his  family  ?    Is  it  not  incumbent  upon 
'  him ,  then,  to  fet  a  good  example  ?  And 
1  will  he  plead  it  as  afafliion,  that  he  may 

*  do  by  the  deareft  relatives  of  another 
'  man's  family,  what,  if  any  one  ftiould 

*  attempt  to  do  by  his,  he  would  mortally 

*  refent?' 

*  Very  well  obferved,  Madam,'   faid 
the  dean:    «  there  is  not  a  free- fiver  in 
'  the  world,  I  believe,  who  can  aniwer 

*  that  argument.' 

*  Mr.B.'  faid  the  earl,  'pray  fpeak 
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*  toyonrbrly:  (he  is  too  clcfe  upon  ar. 

*  And  where  fentimcnts  have  been  ib 

*  well  fupported  by  a  conduct  fo  uniform 
'  and  -    I  choofe  not  to  enter 

*  the  1  ills  withluch  an  antagonift/ 
•"Well,    well,*   laid  Mr.  .B.    <  fmce 

*  yo\i  v.'ijl  fpeak  in  the  plural 
f  number,  -U  S,  let  me  fay,    we  rauft 

*  not  pretend  to  hold   an  argument  on 
'  this  fubjecl — But,  however,   I  think, 

*  my  lord,  you  mould  not  call  upon  a 

*  man  to  defend  it,  who,  bad  as  he  has 

*  been,  never  committed  a  fault  of  this 
'  nature,    that  he  was  not    forry   for, 

*  though  the  forrow  generally  lafted  too 

awhile.' 
1    <  Mr.  B.'  laid  Lady  Towers,   'has 

*  fome  merit  with  me  for  that  anfwer : 

*  and  he  has  u'ill  a  greater  on   another 

*  account;  and  that  is,. that  he  has  feen 
f  his  error  fo  early,  and  has  left  his  vices 

*  before  they  left  him.' 

She  looked,  as  every  one  did,  on  the 
earl,  v.-ho  appeared  a  little  difconcertcd, 
as  one  confciovs  that  he  deferred  there- 
flection.     And  the  dean  faid — 'Lady 
Towers  obfcrves  very  well :    for,   al- 
though I  prefume   not  to  make  per- 
fonal  applications,  yet  I  mull  fay,  that 
the  gentleman  \vho_fees  his  error  in  the 
prhne  of  life,  before  he  is  overtaken  by 
fome  awakening  misfortune,  may-  be 
called  one  of  the  happier!  of  thofe  who 
have  erred.* 

'  Ay,  Mr.  Dean,1  faid  Lady  Towers, 
I  can  tell  you  one  thing,  that  iuch  an- 
other buttrefs  as  you  know  who,  taken 
away  from  libertinifm,  and  fuch  an- 
r.xample  as  a  certain  lady  every 
dav  gives,  would  go  near  in  a  few 
vtars  to  ruin  the  dpviTs  kingdom  in 
Bedfordfhire/ 

The  gentlemen  looked  round  upon  one 
another  upon  this  home.puih:  and  the 
lady  would  not  let  them  recover  it.  'See,' 
faid  fhe,  e  how  the  gentlemen  look  upon 
'  one  another,  as  who  fhould  fay,. each 
'  to  his  companion — *'  I'm  notfo  bad  as 
"  yon." 

*  Ay,1  faid  Lady  Pavers,  f. I  fee,  my 
4  Lord  Davers ,  and  the  Earl  of  D.   and 
"'  Mr.  Martin,  look  moll  concerned/ 
'  Faith,   ladies,'    faid   Mr.   Martin, 

*  this  is  too  feverely  perfonal :  a  man 
«  who  contends  with  a  lady  has  a  fine 
'  time  of  it;  for  we  are  under  reftraint, 

*  while  you   lav  any  thing   you   pleafe. 

*  But  let  me  tell  you,    there's  not  a  man 
'  of  us  all,  'tis  my  opinion,  that  ccv.ld 

*  have  attempted  \vh;u  a  certain  I'Ciiuga- 


*  do  has  attempted,  though  he  is  fo  ret* 
'  dily  acquitted/ 

*  Not  fo  hafty,  my  good  friend,'  faict 
Mr.  B.    '  You  don't  confider  well  what 

*  you  fay,  nor  cf  whom  :  for  did  I  take 

*  upon   myielf  to  cenlure  you  ?     But 
'  though  I  may  challenge  you  to  fay  the 

*  worftyoucan,  becaufe  I  always  dealt 
'  upon  my  own  ftock,  while  other  peo- 

*  pie  I  could  name,  entered  into  a  fo- 
'  ciety,   and  clubb'd  for  mifchief ;  yet 
'  I  fee  you   deal   with  a  brother  rake, 
'  when  he  reforms,  as  highwaymen  with 
'  one  of  their  gang,  who  would   fain 

*  withdraw  and  be  honeft,  but  is   kept 

*  among  them  by  fear  of  an  impeach- 

*  ment/ 

'  But  is  not  this,  ladies,'  faid  Mrs. 
Arthur,.  *  a  fad  thing,  that  fo  many  fine 
{  gentlemen,  as  think  themfelves  con- 

*  cerned  in  this  charge,   mould  haven* 
'  way  to  clear  themfelves  but  by  recri- 

*  mi  nation?' 

*  Egad,  gentlemen,'  faid  Sir  Thomas 
Atkyns,  '  1  know  not  what  you're  about! 

*  You  make  but  forry  figures,  by  my 
'  faith ! — I  have  heard  of  many  fjueer 
f  pranks  among  my  Bedfordfhire  neigh- 
'  bours,  but  I  b.lefs  fny  ftars,   I  was  in 

*  France  and  Italy  all  the  time.' 

Said   Mr.    Martin — *  Mrs.  Arthur 

*  fpoke  the  \vordsfaegfntleman,  and 
'  Sir  Thomas  thought    himfelf  obliged 
'  to  enter  upon  his  own  defence.' 

'  Ay,'  faid  the  earl;  'and  the  beft 
'  of  it  is,  Sir  Thomas  pleads  not  his 
'  virtue  neither,  that  lie  did  not  join  in 

*  thefe  queer  pranks  with  his  Bedford - 

*  fhire  neighbours,  but  his  abfence."1 

'  Gad  take  me,'   returned  he,  taking 

a  pinch  of  fnuff  with  an  air,  *  you're 

'  plagay  (l^.arp,    gentlemen:    I  believe 

- '  in  my  eonfcience  you're  in  a  confede- 

«  racy,  as  Mr.  B.  fays,  and  would fwear 

*  an  honeft  man  into  the  plot,  that  would 

*  not  care  for  fuch   company.—  What 
«  fay  you,  Mr.-H.  ?  Which  fide  are  you 
«  of?1 

'  Every  gentleman,' replied  he,  'who 
'  i?  not  of  the  ladies  fide,  is  deein'd  a 
'  criminal;  and  I  was  always  of  the  fide 
'  that  had  the  power  of  the  gallows.' 

'  Thatfnews,*  returned  Lady  Tow- 
ers., '  that  Mr.  H.  is  more  afraid  of  the 
'  pun'ijbment,  than  of  defervingit/ 

«  'Tis  well,'  faid  Mr.  B.  '  that  any 
'  ccnfideration  deters  a  man  of  Mr.  H.'s 
'  time  of  life.  What  may  befear  now, 
'  may  improve  to  virtuem  time/ 

«  Ay/  laid  Lady^  Davers,  c  Jackey  is 

«  one 
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<  one  of  his  uncle's  foxes  :  he'd  be  glad 

*  to  map  up  a  draggling  pullet,  if  he  was 
«  not  well  lookecf  after,  perhaps.' 

<  Pray,  my  dear/  faid  Lord  Davers, 
«  forbear :  yo'u  ought  not  to  introduce 

*  two  different  converfations  into  difte- 

*  rent  companies.1 

'  I  think,  truly,*  faid  Mr.  B.  'you 
'  mould  take  the  clean's  hint,  my  good 
«  friends  j  elie  you'll  be  lei's  polite  than 
'  per  finals 

(  Well,  but,  gentlemen,'  faid  Lady 
Arthur,  *  fince  you  feem  to  have  been 

*  fo  hard  put  to  it,  n.$Jiugle  men,  what's 

*  to  be  done  with  the  married  man  who 

*  ruins aninnocent body?- — Whatpunifh- 

*  ment,   Lady  Towers,   (hall   we   find 

*  out  for  fuch  an  one  ?   and  what  repara- 

*  tion  to  the  injured  ?'     This,  it  feems, 
was    faid  with  a  particular  view  to  the 
earl,    on  a  late    fcandalous     occafion : 
but  I  knew  it  not  till  afterwards. 

*  As  to  the  puniftunent  of  the  gentle- 

*  man,'  replied  Lady  Towers,    '  where 
'  the  law  has  not  provided  for  it,  it  muft 

*  be  left,    I  believe,  to  his  confcience. 
'  It  will  then  one  day  be  heavy  enough. 

*  But  as  to  the  reparation  to  the  woman, 

*  fo  far  as  it  can  be  made,  it  will  be  de- 

*  terminable  as  the  unhappy  perfon,  may 

*  or  may  not  know,  that  her  feducer  is  a 

*  married  man  :    if  me  knows  he  is,    I 
'  think  fhe  neither  deferves  redrefs  nor 
'  pity,  though  it  alleviates  not  his  guilt. 

*  But  if  the  cafe  be  otherwife,    and-yft/? 

*  had  no  means  of  informing  herfelf  that 
'  he  was  married,    and  he  promiied  to 

*  make  her  his  wife,  to  be  fure,  though 

*  foe  cannot  be  acquitted,   be   deferves 
1  the  fevereft  punifliment  that  can  bein- 
«  flicled.-— What  fay  you,  Mrs.B.?' 

*  If  I  muft  fpeak  my  mind,'  replied 
I,  '  I  think,  that  fince  cuftom,  as  the 

*  eari  faid  ju  ft  now,  exacts  fo  little  regard 

*  to  virtue  from  men,  and  fo  much  from 

*  women,  and  fince  the  defigns  of  the 

*  former  upon  the  latter  are  fo  flagrantly 
'  avowed  and  known,  the  poor  creature, 
'  who  fuffers  herfelf  to  be  feduced,    ei- 
'  ther  by  a  Jingle  or  married  man,  with 
'  promifes,  or   without,  has  nothing  to 
'  do,  but  to  fequefter  herfelf  from  the 

*  world,  and  devote  the  remainder  of  her 
'  days  to  penitence  and  obfcurity.     As 

*  to  the  gentleman,'  added  I,    l  he  muft, 
f  I  doubt,  be  left  to  his  confcience,   as 

*  you  fay,  Lady  Towers,  which  he  will 
6  one  day  have  enough  to  do  to  pacify.* 

1  Every  young  lady  has  not  your  an- 

*  gelick  perfection,  Madam,'  faid  Mr, 


Dormer.  l  And  there  are  cafes  in  which 

*  the  fair  lex  deferve  companion,  ours 
(  execration.    Love  may  infenfibly  fteal 
f  upon  a  foft  heart:  when  once  admitted, 

*  the  oaths,  vows,  and  proteftations  of 

*  the  favoured  object,  who  perhaps,  on 
'  all  occaiions,  declaims  againft  the  de- 

*  ceivers  of  his  fex,   confirm  her  good 
'  opinion    of  him,  till,   having    lull'd 

*  aileep  her  vigilance,  in  an  unguarded 
'  hour  he  takes  advantage  of  her  un- 
'  fufpecting  innocence.     Is  not  fuch  a 
'  poor  creature  to  be  pitied  ?  And  what 
'  punifhment  does  not  fuch  a  feducer  de- 
«  ferve?' 

'  You  have  put,  Sir,'  faid  t,  «  a  mov- 
'  ing  cafe,  and  in  a  generous  manner. 

*  What,  indeed,  does  not  fuch  a  deceiver 
'  deferve?' 

*  And  the  more,'  faid  Mrs. Chapman, 
'  as  the  mo  ft.  innocent  heart  is  generally 

*  the  moil  credulous/ 

*  Very  true,'  laid  my  conntefs;  '  for 

*  fuch  an  one  as  would  do  no  harm  to 
1  others,  feldom  fufpect  s  any  from  others  : 
'  and  her  lot  is  very  unequally  caftj  ad- 
'  mired  for  that  very  innocence,  which 
4  tempts  fome  brutal  ravager  to  ruin  it.* 

4  Yet,  what  is  that  virtue,'  faid  the 
dean,  *  which  cannot  Hand  the  teft  ?' 

*  But,'  faid  Lady  Towers,  veiy  fatiri- 
cally,  '  whither,  ladies,  are  we  got  ?  We 
'  are  upon  the  fiibjecl  of  virtue  and  ho- 
«  nour.     Let  us  talk  of  fomething,  in 
'  which  $c& gentlemen  can  join  with  us. 

*  -This  is  fuch  an  one,  you  fee,  that  none 
'  but  the  dean  and  Mr.  Dormer  can  dif- 

*  courfeupon.' 

*  Let  us  then,'  retorted  Mr.  Martin, 
'  to  be  even  with  one  lady  at  leait,  find  a 
f  fubjecl:  that  will  be  new  to  her:  and 
«  that  is  CHARITY.' 

*  Does  what  I  faid  concern  Mr.  Mar- 
'  tin  mors  than  any  other  gentleman;' 
returned  Lady  Towers,  '  that  he  is  dif- 

*  pofed  to  take  offence  at  it  ?' 

*  You  muft  pardon  me, Lady  Towers,* 
faid  Mr.  B.  '  b*ut  I  think  a  lady  mould 

*  never  make  a  motion  to  wave  fuch  fub- 
4  jocls  as  thofe  of  virtue  and  honour;  and 

*  lefs  ftill,  in  company,  where  there  is 

*  fo  much  occaf.on,  as  me  feems  to  think, 
'  for  enforcing  them.' 

'  I  delire  not  to  wave  the  fuIecT:,  I'll 

*  affure  you,'  replied  fne.  «  And  if,  Sir, 

*  you  think  it  may  do  good,  we  will  con- 
'  tinue  it  for  the  fakes  of  all  you  gentle- 
«  men,'  (lookinground  her  archly) '  who 
'  are  of  opinion  you  may  be  benefited 

*  by  it,' 

«  We 
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*  We  are  going  into  perfonals  again, 

*  gentlemen  and  ladies,1  faid  the  earl. 

'  And  that  won't  bear,  ray  lord,  you 

*  feem  to  think?'  retorted  Lady  Davers. 
A  health  to  the  king  and  royal  family 

brought  on  publick  affairs,  and  poli- 
ticks ;  and  the  ladies  withdrawing  to  cof- 
fee and  tea,  I  have  no  more  to  fay  as  to 
this  converfation, having  repeated  all  that 
I  remember  was  faid  to  any  purpofe;  for 
fuch  large  companies,  you  know,  my 
dear,  don't  always  produce  the  moft  agree- 
able and  edifying  talk.  But  this  I  was 
the  more  willing  to  recite,  becaufe  I 
thought  tlje  characters  of  fome  ofx>ur 
neighbours  would  be  thereby  made  more 
familiar  to  you,  if  ever  I  (hould  have  the 
tappinefs  to  fee  you  in  thefe  parts. 

I  will  only  add,  that  Mifs  L.  thedean's 
daughter,  is  a  very  modeft  and  agreeable 
young  lady,  and  a  perfect  mHtrefs  of 
mufick;  in  which  the  dean  takes  great  de- 
Sight  alfo,  and  is  a  fine  judge  of  it.  The 
gentlemen  coming  in,  to  partake  of  our 
coffee  and  converfation,  as  they  faid,  ob- 
tained of  Mifs  to  play  feveral  tunes  on  the 
harpfichord ;  and  would  have  me  play  too. 
But  really  MifsL.  fa  very  much  furpaffed 
me,  that  had  I  regarded  my  reputation 
for  playing,  above  the  defire  I  had  (as  I 
faid,  and  truly  faid)  to  fatisfy  the  good 
company,  I  ought  not  to  have  pretended 
to  touch  a  key  after  fuch  a  milrrefs  of  it. 
Mifs  has  no  voice,  which  is  great  pity; 
and,  at  the  renueft  of  every  one,  I  fung  to 
her  accompanyment,  twice  or  thrice  5  as 
|did  Lady  Towers,  whofe  voice  exceeds 
her  tafte.  But  here,  Mifs,  will  I  end  my 
fourth  converfationr-piece. 


SATURDAY  MORNING. 

THE  countefs  being  a  little  mdif- 
pofed,  Lady  Davers  and  I  took  an 
siring  this  morning  in  the  chariot,  and 
had  a  great  deal  of  difconrfe  together. 
Her  ladymip  was  pleafed  to  exprefs 
great  favour  and  tendernefs  towards  me; 
gave  me  a  great  deal  of  good  advice,  as 
to  the  care  (he  would  have  me  take  of  my- 
felf ;  and  told  me,  that  her  hopes,  as  well 
as  her  brother's,  all  centered  in  my  wel- 
fare} and  that  the  way  I  was  in  made  her 
love  me  better  and  better. 

She  was  pleafed  to  tell  me,  how  much 
fhe  approved  of  the  domeilick  manage - 
a&enij,  and  to  fay,  that  (he  never  fa\v 


fuch  regularity  and  method  in  any  fa- 
mily in  her  life,  where  was  the  like 
number  of  fervants:  every  one,  (he  faid, 
knew  their  duty,  and  did  it  without 
fpeaking  to,  in  fuch  lilence,  and  with  (b 
much  apparent  chearfulnefs  and  delight, 
without  the  leaft  hurry  orconfufion,  that 
it  was  her  furprize  and  admiration :  but 
kindly  would  have  it,  that  I  took  too  much 
care  upon  me.  *  Yet,'  faid  (he, '  I  don't 
fee  but  you  are  always  frefh  and  lively, 
ami  never  feem  tired  or  fatigued;  and 
are  always  clreiled  and  eai'y,  fo  that 
no  company  find  you  unprepared,  or 
unfit  to  receive  them,  come  when  they 
will,  whether  it  be  to  breakfaft  or  din- 
ner.' 

I  told  her  ladymip,  I  owed  all  this, 
and  moft  of  the  conduct  for  which  (he 
was  pleafetl  to  praife  me,  to  her  dear  bro- 
ther, who  at  the  beginning  of  my  happi- 
nefs,  gave  me  feveral  cautions  *  and  in- 
itruclions  for  my  behaviour  j  which  had 
always  been  the  rule  of  my  conduct  ever 
fmce,  and  I  hoped  ever  would  be :  '  To 

*  fay  nothing,'   added  I,  *   which  yet 
'  would  be  very  unjuft,  of  the  afliftance 

*  I  receive  from  worthy  Mrs.  Jervis, 
'  who  is  an  excellent  manager.' 

Good  Creature,  Sweet  Pamela,  and 
Charming  Girl,  were  her  common  words  \ 
and  (he  was  pleafed  to  attribute  to  me  a 
graceful  and  unaffected  eafe,  and  would 
have  it,  that  I  have  a  natural  dignity  in 
my  perfon  and  behaviour,  which  com- 
mand love  and  reverence  at  the  fame 
time;  fo  that,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,  I 
am  in  danger  of  being  as  proud  as  any 
thins;.  For  you  rauft  believe,  that  her 
ladyfhip's  approbation  gives  me  great 
plcafure;  and  the  more,  as  I  was  afraid, 
before  (he  came,  I  (hould  not  have  come 
off  near  fo  well  in  her  opinion. 

As  the  chariot  pafled  along,  fne  took 
jrreat  notice  of  the  refpe6ls  paid  me  by 
people  of  different  ranks,  and  of  the  blef- 
nngs  beftowed  upon  me,  by  feveral,  as 
we  proceeded ;  and  faid,  foe  fhould  fare 
well,  and  be  rich  in  good  wifhes  for  be- 
ing in  my  company. 

*  The  good  people  who  know  us,  twill 
'  do  ib,  Madam,'  laid  I;  *  but  I  hadra- 
f  ther  have  their  filent  prayers  than  their 
'  audible  ones-;  and  I  have  caufed  fome 

*  of  them  to  be  told  fo. 

<  What  I  apprehend,  Madam,'  conti- 
nued I, '  is,  that  you  will  be  more  uneafy 

*  to-morrow,  when  at  dmrcjji  you'll  fee 
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a  good  many  people  in  the  fame  way. 
Indeed/  added  I,  '  my'ftory,  and  your 
dear  brother's  tendernefs  to  me,  are  fo 
much  talked  of,  that  many  Grangers 
are  brought  hither  to  fee  us:  'tis  the 
only  thing,'  continued  I,  (andibit  is, 
Mifs  j  *  that  makes  me  deurous  to  go  to 
London  ;   for  by  the  time  we  return, 
the  novelty,  I  hope,  will  ceafe.' 
Then  I  mentioned  ibme  verfes  of  Mr. 
Cowley,  which  had  been  laid  under  my 
cufhJGn  in  our  feat  at  church,  two  Sun- 
days ago,  by  fome  unknown  hand;  and 
how  uneafy  they  have  made  me.  ^  I  will 
transcribe  them,  my  dear,  and  give  you 
the  particulars  of  our  converfation  on 
that  occafion.  The  verfes  are  thefc  : 

*  Thou  robb'ft  my.  ^ ays  of  bus'nefs  and  de- 

«  lights, 
'  Of  fleep  thou  robb'ft  my  nights. 

*  Ah!  lovely  thief!  what  wilt  thou  do? 
'   V/hat !  rob  me  of  heav'n  too ! 

'  Thou  ev'n  my  pray'rs  doft  fteal  from  me, 

'  And  I,  with  wild  idolatry, 
c  Begin  to  GOD,  and  end  them  all  to  thee. 

*  No,  to  what  purpofe  fliould  I  fpeak? 

*  No,  wretched  heart,  fwell  till  you  break. 
«  She  cannot  love  me,  if  (he  would: 

*  Arid,  to  fay  truth,  'twere  pity  that  fhe 

«  fhould. 

'  No,  to  the  grave  thy  forrows  bear, 
<  As  filent  as  they  will  be  there: 
'  Since  that  lov'd  hand  this  mottal  wound 
*  does  give, 

*  So  handfomely  the  thing  contrive, 
«  That  ihe  may  guiltlefs  of  it  live: 

*  So  perifli,  that  her  killing  thee 

*  May  a  chance-medley,  and  no  murder  be!' 


I  had  them  in  my  pocket,  and  read 
them  to  mv  lady;  who  afked  me,  if  her 
brother  had  fecn  them?  I  told  her,  it  was 
he  that  found  them  under  the  cufhion  I 
ui'ed  to  fit  upon;  but  did  not  (hew  them 
td  me  till  I  came  home;  and  that  I  was  fo 
vexed  at  them,  that  I  could  not  go  to 
church  in  the  afternoon. 

*  What  fliould  you  be  vexed  at,  my 
c  dear?'  laid  fhe:  *  how  could  you  help 
*  it 3 — My  brother  was  not  diluu: 
(  them,  was  he?' 

'  No,  indeed,'  replied  I :  'he  chid /a* 
for  being  fo;  and  was  pleafcxi  to  make 
me  a  fine  compliment  upon  it;  that  he 
did  not  wonder  that  every  body  who 
faw  me  loved  me. — But  I  laid,  this  was 
all  that  wicked  wit  was  good  for,  to  in- 
ipu'efuch  bald  nets  in  bad  hearts,  which 
might  oihenvife  not  dare  to  fct  pea  ip 
paper  to  affront  any  one. 


P  A  M»E  L  A.  383 

*  But  pray,  Madam,'  added  J,  '  don't 
own  I  have  told  you  of  them,  left  .lie  lead 
fhadow  of  a  thought  ft  -.hat  I 
was  prompted^  by  fome  vile,  lec.ct  va- 
nity, to  tell  your  ladyihip  of  them  : 
when,  I  am  lure,  they  have  vexed  me 
more  than  enough.    For  is  it  not  a  fad 
thing,  that  the  church  ihould  be  pro- 
faned   by    fuch    actions,    and    llicii 
thoughts,  as  ought  not  to  be  brought 
into  it? 

*  Then,  Madam,  to  have  any  wicked 
man  dare  to  think  of  one  with  impure 
notions !   It  gives  me  the  lefs  opinion  of 
myfelf,  that  I  fhould  be  fb  much  as 
thought  of  as  the  object  of  any  wicked 
body's  wiflies.    I  have  called  myfelf  to 
account  upon  it,  whether  any  levity  in 
my  looks,  my  drefs,  my  appearance, 
could  embolden  fiich  an'affrontive  in- 
folence.     And  I  have  thought  upon 
this  occafion  better  of  Julius  Csefar's 
delicacy  than  I  did,  when  I  read  of  it; 
who,  upon  an  attempt  made  on  his 
wife,  to  which,  however,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear fhe  gave  the  lead  encouragement, 
laid,  to  thole  who  pleaded  for  her  againlt 
the  divorce  he  was  reiblved  upon,  that 
the  ~i.vife  of  C&far  ought  not  to  be  fu- 

<  jpefted. 

f  Indeed,  Madam,'  continued  I,  '  it 
c  would  extremely  fhock  rne.but  to  know, 
'  that  any  wicked  heart  had  conceived  JL 
1  defign  upon  me;   upon  me,  give  me 
'  leave  to  repeat,  whole  only  glory  and 
merit  is,  that  I  have  had  fh*  grace  to 
withftand  the  greatcft   of  trials   and 
temptations,  from  a  gentleman  more 
worthy  to  be  beloved,  both  for  perfon 
and  mind,  than  any  man  in  England. ' 

*  Your  obfervation,  my  dear,  is  truly 

_e,  and  fuch  as  becomes  your 
mind  and^characler.  And  I  really 
c  think,  if  any  lady  in  the  world  is  fecure 
c  from  vile  attempts,  it  mud  be  you;  not 
f  only  from  your  ftory  fo  well  known, 
'  and  the  love  you  bear  to  your  man,  and 
'  his  merit  to  you,  but  from  the  pru- 

*  dence,  and  natural  dignity,  I,  will  fay, 

*  of  your  behaviour,  which,  though  eafy 

*  and  chearful,  is  wh.it  would  ftrike  dead 
'  the  hope  of  any  prefumptuous  liber - 

*  tine,  die  monrent  he  fees  you.' 

*  Hew  can  I  enough,'  returned  I,  and 

:  _  rhand, '  acknowledge  your  lad  v  - 

*  fliip's  polite  good  net's  in  this  ccrnpli- 
f  ment!  But,  •  my  lady,  you  fee  by  the 

*  very  inftance^I  have  mentioned,  that  a 
'  liberty  is  taken,  which  I  cannot  think 

*  .of  without  pain.' 

3  G  '  'Tis 
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'  'Tis  fucK  a  liberty,'  replied  my  lady, 

*  as  mews  more  dei'pair  than  hope,  and 

*  is  a  confirmation  of  my  fentiments  on 

*  the  prudence  and  dignity  which  not 

*  only  I,  but  every  body  attributes  to 
'   you.' 

*  Kind,  kind,  Lady  Davers!'  faid  I, 
again  prefiing  her  hand  with  my  lips. 

*  But,  I  think,  I  will  turn  my  quarrel, 

*  fince  I  know  not,  and  hope  I  never 

*  mall,  the  vile  tranfcriber,  upon   the 

*  author  of  the  verfes ;  for  had  they  not 

*  been  written,  I  mould  not  have  been 

*  thus  infulted,  perhaps/ 

*  Cowley,'  replied  my  lady, '  is  my  fa- 
'  vourite  poet:  he  has  a  beautiful  ima- 

*  gination,  a  vait  deal  of  brilliant  wit, 
'  and  a  chaltity  too  in  mod  of  his  pieces, 
'  that    hardly   any  of   the   tribe    can 
«  boaft.' 

'  I  once  liked  him  better  too,'  {aid  I,- 

*  than  I  have  done  fmce  this;  for  he  was 
'  one  of  the  poets  that  my  lady  would 
'  permit  me  to  read  fometimes  j  and  his 

*  pieces  in  praifeof  the  country-life,  and 

*  thole  charming  lines  againft  ambition, 
'  ufed  to  delight  me  much  : 

"  If  e'er  ambition  (hould  my  fancy  cheat 

*'  With  any  wifh  fo  mean,  as  to  be  great, 

*'  Continue,  Heav'n,  frill  from  me  to  remove 

««  The  humble  bleflings  of  the  life  I  love!" 


'  I  have  taken  notice  of  thefe  lines 
often,'  faid  rny  ladv,  *  and  been  pleafed 
with  them.  But  f  think  you  have  no 
reafon  to  be  out  of  conceit  with  Cow- 
ley,  for  the  ill  ufe  made  of  his  verfea. 
He  but  too  naturally  defcribes  the  in- 
fluence of  love ;  which  frequently  in- 
terferes with  our  belt  duties.  And  there 
is  lomething  very  natural,  and  eafy, 
and  witty,  in  the  firft  lines:  and  (hews 
that  the  poet  laments  the  too  engaging 
impreffions  which  iove  made  upon  his 
mind,  even  on  the  me  ft  folemn  occa- 
iions.— "  What!  rob  me  of  Heatfn 

too  r>~*.  A  bad  heart,  Pamela,  could 
not  have  fo  lamented,  or  fo  written.' 

*  Ah !  but,  Madam/  returned  I,  f  I 
have  iecn  in  your  dear  brother's  col- 
lection of  manufcripts,apoem  in  which 
this  very  point,  nice  as  it  is,  is  touched 
with  much  greater  propriety.' 

*  Can  you  repeat  it,  my  dear  ?* 

*  The  lines  I  mcan-^  I  can.     Your 
lady  (hip  mull  know  it  was  upon  a  quar- 
rel between  a  beloved  couple,  where  the 
gentleman  had    been   wild,   and    the 
I^y's  iii-natured  uncle,  tvho  wanted 


to  break  the  match,  (although  it  w?* 
defigned  by  her  deceaied  parents)  had 
fomented  it,  fo  that  (he  would  not  look 
upon  her  lover,  nor  fee  him,  nor  re- 
ceive  a  letter  of  excufe  from  him, 
though  they  were  betrothed,  and  (he 
loved  him  dearly.  This  obliged  him 
to  throw  himfelf  in  her  way  at  church, 
and  th<is  he  writes  : 

"  But,  O !  forgive  me,  Heav'n,  if  oft  my 

"  fair 
"  Robs  thee  of  my  devoir,   difturbs  my 

"  pray'r, 
"  Confounds  my  bed  refolves,  and  makes 

"  me  prove, 
"  Thatihe's  too  much  a  rival  in  thy  love.'* 

'  Thefe  now,  Madam,'  continued  I, 
'  are  the  lines  I  admire: 

"  But  better  thoughts  my  happier  hopes 

"  fuggeft, 
*'  When  once  this  ftormy  doubt's  expell'd 

"  my  breaft  ; 

"  When  once  this  agitated  flame  fhall  fum 
t(  To  Readier  heat,  and  more  intcnfely  burn, 
«  My  dear  Maria  then,  thought  J,  will 

"  join, 
'*  And  we,  one  bearty  one  foul,  /hall  all  be 

"  THINI!" 

*  Ay,  Pamela,  thefe  are  very  pretty 
lines.  But  you  mult  not  think  ill  ot 
my  favourite  Cowley,  however;  for  I 
fay  with  a  gentleman,  whofe  judgment 
and  good  heart  have  hardly  any  equal, 
that  though  Cowley  wa?  going  out  oi' 
faftiion  with  fome,  yet  he  mould  always 
fufpeft  the  head  or  the  heart  of  him  or 
her,  who  could  not  tafte,  and  delight 
in  his  beauties. 

'  The  words— 

"  She  cannot  love  me,  if  /he  would, 
«<  And,  to  fay  truth,ytwere  pity  that  ihe 
«'  ihouldj" 

'  (hew  the  goodnefs  of  the  poefs  hearty 

*  arid  even,  that  the  tranfcriber  himfelf, 
'  be  he  who  he  will,  had  not  the  ixorfi, 

*  that  he  could  {ingle  out  tbefe ;  when,  if 
1  he  would  be  mining  with  borrowed 
'  rays,  he  might  have  chofen  a  much. 
'  vvorfe  poet  to  follow.' 

'  O  Madatn  !'  replied  I,  *  fay  not  ore 

*  word  in   behalf  of  the  wicked  tran- 

*  fcriber.    For  a  wretch  to  entertain  the 
'  madow  of  a  wifti  for  a  married  perfon. 
'  is  a  degree  of  impurity  that  ought  not 

*  to  be   exciafed;  but  to  commit  fuck 

*  thoughts* 
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*  thoughts  to  writing,  to  put  that  writing 
under  the  feat  of  the  married  perfon  at 
church,  where  her  heart  mould  be  en- 
gaged wholly  in  her  firft  duties ;  where 
txxMt  might  be  more  likely  to  be  feen 
by  the  pew-keepers  than  her,  and  fo  be 
fpread  over  the  whole  parifh,  to  the 
propagation  of  bad  ideas,  whenever  I 
appeared;  and,  moreover,  might  come 
to  the. hands  of  one's  hufband,  who 
from  his  own  free  life  formerly,  and 
high  paflions,  as  far  as  the  tranfcriber 
knew,  might  be  uneafy  at,  and  angry 
with,  the  innocent  occalion  of  the  in- 
fult.— Befides  the  apprehenfion  it  muft 
give  one,  that  the  man  who  could  take 
this  vile  ftep  might  proceed  to  greater 
lengths,  which  my  bufy  fears  could 
improve  to  duelling  and  murder- 
Then  the  concern  it  mnft  fill  me  with, 
to  the  diverting  of  my  mind  from  my 
firft  regards,  when  any  one  looked  at 
me  wiftfully,  that  he  might  be  the  tran- 
fcriber! which  muft  always  give  me 
confufion  of  thought: — deareft  Ma- 
dam, can  one  forbear  being  vexed, 
when  all  thefe  imaginations  dart  in 
upon  a  mind  apprehenfive  as  mine  ? 
Indeed,  this  action  has  given  me  great 
uneafmefs,  at  times,  ever  fince,  and  I 
cannot  help  it.' 

*  I  am  pleafed  with  your  delicacy,  my 
dear,  as  I  faid  before. — You  can  never 
err,  while  thus  watchful  over  your  con- 
duel  :  and  I  own  you  have  the  more 
reafon  for  it,  as  you  have  married  a 
mere  Julius  Caefar,  an  open-eyed  rake,' 

lat  was  her  word,  '  who  would,  on  the 
leaft  furmifes,  though  ever  fo  caufelefs 
on  your  part,  have  all  his  paflions  up 
in  arms,  in  apprehenfion  of  liberties 
that  might  be  offered  like  thofe  he  has 
not  fcrupled  to  take.' 

*  O  but,  Madam,'  faid  I,  l  your  dear 
brother  has  given  me  great  fatisfaclion 
in  one  point;    for  you  muft  think  I 
mould  not  love  him  as  I  ought,  if  I  had 
not  a  concern  for  his  future  happinefs, 
as  well  as  for  his  prefent;  and  that  is, 
he  has  affured  me,  that  in  all  the  liber- 
ties he  has  taken,  he  never  attempted  a 
married  lady,  but  always  abhorred  the 
thought  of  fo  great  an  evil.* 

*  'Tis  pity,'  faid  her  ladyfhip,  «  that 
a  man  who  could  conquer  his  paflions 
Jo  far,  could  not  fubdue  them  entirely. 
This  fhews  it  was  in  his  own  power  to  do 


fo;  andencreafeshiscrLme:  and  \vhat 
a  wretch  is  he,  who  fcrupling,  under 
pretence  of  confcience  or  honour,  to  at- 
tempt ladies  'within  the  pale,  boggles 
not  to  ruin  a  poor  creature  without  \ 
although  he  knows,  he  thereby,  molt- 
probably,  for  ever  deprives  her  of  that 
protection,  by  preventing  her  marriage, 
which  even  among  fuch  rakes  as  him- 
felf,  is  deemed,  he  owns,  inviolable  ^ 
and  fo  cafts  the  poor  creature  headlong 
into  the  jaws  of  perdition  ?' 

*  Ah!   Madam,1  replied  I,  «  this  was 
the  very  inference  I  made  upon  the  oc- 
cafion.' 

'  And  what  could  he  fay?' 

*  He  faid,  my  inference  was  juft;  but 
called  me  pretty  preacher  \  —  and  once 
having  cautioned  me  *  not  to  be  over- 
ferious  to  him,  fo  as  to  caft  a  gloom, 
as  he  faid,  over  our  innocent  enjoy- 
ments, I  never  dare  to  urge  matteVe 
farther,  when    he  calls   me  by  that 
name,' 

*  Well,'  (aid  my  lady,  '  thou'rt  an 
admirable  girl  !   God's  goodnefs  was 
great  to  our  family,  when  it  gave  thee 
to  it. 

f  No  wonder,'  continued  her  hdyflu'p, 
as  my  brother  fays,  every  body  that' 
fees  you,  and  has  heard  your  character, 
loves  you.  And  this  is  fome  excufe 
for  the  inconfulerate  folly  even  of  this 
unknown  tranfcriber.' 

'  Ah!  Madam,'  replied  I,  «  but  is  it 
not  a  fad  thing,  that  people,  if  they 
muft  take  upon  them  to  like  one"s  be- 
haviour in  general,  mould  have  the 
<worjf,  inftead  of  the  left  thoughts  upon 
it  ?  If  I  were  as  good  as  I  ought  to  be, 
and  as  fome  think  me,  muft  they  wifh. 
to  make  me  bad  for  that  reafon  ?  And 
fo  to  deftroy  the  caufe  of  that  pleafure 
which  they  pretend  to  take  in  feeing 
a  body  let  a  good  example  ?  For  what, 
my  dear  lady,  could  a  wretch  mean, 
even  by  the  words  your  ladyfhip  think. 
moft  innocent  ? 

«<  She  cannot  love  me,  if  flie  would  j 
"  And,  to  fay  truth,"—  (as  if  this  truth 
«  were  extorted  rather  by  his  fears   than  his 


tf  ——'twere  pity  that  flic  fhould." 

*  But  why,  then,  if  this  be  the  cafe* 
'  and  that  he  would  bear  \\i$forro>ivs,  as 
'  the  poet  calls  them,  to  the  grave, 


f  See  Vol.  II.  p.  i< 
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(hould  he  not  keep  them  to  himfelf? 
Make  that  very  w/Wtheir  grave,  which 
gave  them  their  birth?  If  the  bold' 
creature,  whoever  he  be,  had  not 
thought  this  might  be  a  hint  that 
might  fome-how  be  improved,  and.  a 
vile  foundation  for  fome  viler  fuper- 
ftruftuce,  would  he  have  tranfcribed 
them,  and  caufed  them  to  be  placed 
where  they  were  found?— Then,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  the  thought  that 
is  contained  in  thefe  lines— 

**  Since  that  lov'd  hand  this  mortal  wound 

"   does  give, 

te  So  handforriely  the  thing  contrive, 
««  That  fhe  may  guiklefs  of  it  live  ! 
"  Stf  perifli,  that  her  killing  thea 

**  Maya  chance-medley,andnomurderbej" 

is  rather  a  conceit  or  prettinefs,  that 
won't  bear  examination, than  that  true 
wit  in  which  this  fine  poet  excels  : 
for  if  (he  cannot  love  him  if  ftie  would, 
and  if  it  were  pity  that  ihejbculd  love 
him,  this  implies  fhe  was  a  lady  under 
previous  obligation,  whether  marriage 
or  betrothment,  is  the  fame  thing  to 
him :  then,  need  the  thing  to  be  fo 
handfomely  c&ntri'ved,  nee,d  any  pains 
be  taken,  (if  her  repulfe  had  killed ', 
as  poetical  licence  makes  him  fay,  this 
invader  of  another's  right)  to  bring  it 
in  chance-medley*, — fmcenojury  could 
have  brought  it  in  murder,  except  that 
fort  of  murder  which  is  called  felo  de 
fej  you  know,  my  lady,  what  a  fcho- 
lar  your  brother  has  made  me  :  fo  that 
I  prefume  to  think,  the  poet  himfelf 
is  not  fo  blamelefs  in  this,  as  he  has 
taken  care  to  be  in  moft  of  his  pieces." 
And  permit  me  to  make  one  obferva- 
tion,  my  good  lady,  that  if  the  chafteft 
writers  (iuppofmg  Cowley  meant  ever 
fo  well)  may  have  their  works,  and 
their  thoughts,  turned  to  be  panders 
of  the  wickednefs  of 
coarfe  minds,  whofe  grofler  ideas  could 
not  be  clothed  in  a  drefs  fit  to  appear 
in  decent  company,  without  their  af- 
iiftance,  how  careful  ought  a  good 
author  to  be,  whofe  works  are  likely 
to  live  to  the  end  of  time,  how  he  pro- 
pagates the  woiit  of  mifchitis  to  fuch 
$.  duration,' when  he  himfelf  is  dead 
and  gone,  and  incapable  of  antidotiiig 
the  poifon  hp  has  fpread  T ..' 


Her  lady/hip  was  pleafed  (o  kifs  me  as 
we  fat.  «  My  charming  Pamela,  my 
'  more  than  jijler;— (Did  fhe  fay) — 
Yes,  fhe  did  fay  fo !  and  made  my  eyes 
overflow  with  joy  to  hear  the  fweet 
epithet  I  .  *  How  your  converfation 
charms  me! — I  charge  you,  when 
you  get  to  town,  let  me  have  your  re- 
marks on  the  diverfions  you  will  be 
carried  to  by  my  brother.  Now  I 
know  what  to  expecl  from  you,  and_yc« 
know  how  acceptable  every  thing  will 
be  to  me  that  comes  from  you.  I  pro- 
mife  great  pleafure,  as  well  to  myfelf 
as  to  my  worthy  friends,  particularly 
to  Lady  Betty,  in  your  unreftrained 
free  correfpondence. 
'  Indeed,  Pamela,  I  muft  bring  you 
acquainted  with  Lady  Betty:  fhe  is  one 
of  the  worthies  of  our  fex,  and  has  a 
fine  underftanding.— Fm  fure  you'll 
like  her. — But  (for  the  world  fay  it 
not  to  my  brother,  nor  let  Lady  Betty 
know  I  tell  you  fo,  if  ever  you  mould 
be  acquainted — )  I  had  carried  the 
matter  fo  far  by  my  officious  zeal  to 
have  my  brother  married  to  fo  fine  a 
lady,  not  doubting  his  joyful  approba- 
tion, that  it  was  no  fmall  difappoint- 
mentto  hert  I  can  tell  you,  when  he 
married  you  :  and  this  is  the  beft  ex- 
cufe  I  can  make  for  my  furious  beha- 
viour to  you  at  the  Hall.  For  though 
I  am  naturally  very  hafty  and  pafllon- 
ate,  yet  then  I  was  almolr.  mad. — In- 
deed niy  difappointment  had  given  me 
fo  much  indignation  both  againft  you 
and  him,  that  it  is  well  I  did  not  da 
fome  violent  thing  by  you.  *  I  be- 
lieve you  did  feel  the  weight  of  my 
hand  : — but  what  was  that  r— 'Twas 

well  I  did  not  kill  you  dead^ thefe 

wei:e  her  ladyfhip's  words — '  For  how 
could  I  think  the  wild  libertine  cai-a- 
bkr  of  being  engaged  by  fuch  noble 
motives," or  thee  what  thou  art  ? — So 
tiiis  will  account  to  thee  a  little  for  my 
violence  then.' 

«  Your  ladyfhip,'  faid  I,  «  all  thefe 
things  confidered,  had  but  too  much 
reafon  to  be  angry  at  your  dear  bro- 
ther's proceedings,  fo  well  as  you  al- 
ways lov'd  him,  fo  high  a  concern  as 
you  always  had  to  promote  his  honour 
and  intcreft,  and  fo  far  as  you  had  gone 
with  Lady  Betty.' 


*  Compare  this  part  of  tj?e  converfatipn  with  Lady  Davers's  behaviour  to  Pamela,  Vol.. 
II,,  P.  „„  to  ,33-  — 
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«  I  tell  thee,  Pamela,'  faid  me,  <  that 
the  old  itory  of  Eleanor  and  Rofamond 
run  in  my    head  all  the  way  of  my 
journey,  and  I  almoft  wi/hed  for  a  po- 
tion to  force  down  thy  throat  :    and 
when   I  came,  and  found    thy  iewd 
paramour  abl'ent,     (for    little  did  I 
think  thou  waft  married  to  him,  though 
I  expected  thou  wouldft  endeavour  to 
periuade  me  to  believe  it)  apprehend- 
ing that  his  intrigue  with  thee  would 
eifectually   fr ultra te  my  hopes   as   to 
Lady  Betty  and  him :  "  Now, "  thought 
"  all  happens  as  I  wi;h  ! — Now  will 
1  I  confront   this    brazen  girl ! — Now 
'  will  I  try  her  innocence,  as  I  pleaie, 
«  by  offering  to  take  her  with  me  out  of 
1  his  hands;  if  (he  refufes,  take  thatre- 
'  fufal  for  a  demonftration  of  her  guilt  j 
1  and  then,1'  thought  I,  "  I  will  make 
'  the  creature  provoke  me,  in  the  pre- 
:  fence  of  my  nephew  and  my  woman," 
(and  I  hoped  to  have  got  that  woman 
Jewkes  to  teftify  for  me  too ; )  and  I 
cannot  tell  what  I  might  have  done,  if 
thou  had  It  not  got  out  of  the  window 
as  thou  didft,  efpecially    after   thou 
hadit  told  me  thou  waft  as  much  mar- 
ried as  I  was,  and  had  ft  mewn  me  his 
tender  letter  to  thee,  which  had  a  quite 
different  effect   upon  me  than   thou 
hadit  hoped  for.     But  if  I  had  com- 
mitted   any    act  of    violence,    what 
remorfe  mould   I  have  had,    when  I 
came  to  reflect,    and  had  known  what 
an  excellence  I  had  injured  ?     Thank 
God  thou  didft  eicape  me !  thank  God 
thou  didft  !'    And  then  her  ladyfhip 
folded  her  arms  about   me,   and  kifled 
me. 

This  was  a  fad  ftory,  you'll  fay,  my 
clear :  and  I  wonder  what  her  lady- 
fhip's  paffion  would  have  made  her  do  J 
Sorely  flie  would  not  have  killed  me  dead 
indeed!  furely  me  would  not! — Let  it 
not  however,  Mifs  Darnford — nor  you, 
my  dear  father  and  mother,— when  you 
fecii, — go  out  of  your  own  hands,  nor 
be  read,  for  my  Lady  Davers's  fake,  to 
any  body  elfe — No,  not  to  your  own 
mamma. — It  made  me  tremble  a  little, 
even  at  this  diftance,  to  think  what  a 
fad  thing  paflion  is,  when  way  is  given 
to  it's  ungovernable  tumults,  and^  how 
it  deforms  anddebafes  the  nobleft minds. 
We  returned  from  this  agreeable  air- 
ing but  juft  time  enough  to  drefs  before 
dinner,  and  then  I  attended  my  lady-, 
and  we  went  together  into  the  countefs's 
apartment,  where  I  received  abundance 


of  compliments  from  both.  A 
brief  conversation  will  give  you  forne 
notion  of  that  management  and  cecono- 
•  which  they  heaped  upon  me  their 
kind  praifes,  I  will  recite  to  you  what 
j'jje  you  will  not  think 
me  too  vain;  au..!t.he  Ids,  becau-e  what 
I  underwent  formerly  from  my  lady"s 
indignation,  half  entities  me  to  be  prci.d 
of  her  preient  Jcindnefs  and  favour. 

Lsdy  D avers  laid — '  Your  iadyfh-ip 
{  muft  excufe  us,  that  we  have  lolt  fo 
4  much  of  your  company;  but  here,  this 

*  fweetgirl  has  entertained  me  in  inch  a 
'  manner,  that  I   could  have    itaid  out 

*  with   her  all  day  ;    and  feveral   times 

*  did  I  bid  the  coachman  prolong  his  cir- 

*  cuit.' 

'  My  good  Lady  Davers,  Madam,"* 
faid  I,  '  has  given  me  inexprdftbleplea- 

*  fure,    and  has  been  all  condelceniion 

*  and  favour,    and  made  me  as  proud  as 
'  proud  can  be.' 

t  You,  my  dear  Mrs.  B.'  faicl  (he, 
'  may  have  given  great  pleafure  to  Lady 
'  Davers,  for  it  cannot  be  otherwiie— 
'  But  I  have  no  great  notion  of  her  lady- 
'  (hip's  eondefccniion,  as  you  call  it — 

*  (pardon  me,  Madam,'  faid  (lie  to  her, 
fmiling)     f  when    me   cannot  raife   her* 

*  ftyle  above  the  word  girl,  coming  off 
1  from  a  tour  you  have  made  fo  delight - 

*  ful  to  her.' 

{  I  proteft  to  you,  my  Lady  C.'  re^ 
plied  her  ladj'.hip,  with  great  goodnefs, 

*  that  that  word,  which  once:  indeed  I 
'  uied  through  pride,  as  you'll  call  it,  I 
'  now  ufc-  for  a  very  different  reafon.     I 
1  begin  to  doubt,  wlr.ther   to   call  htr 

*  Sifter,  is  not  more   honour  to  myfelff 
'  than  to  her;  and  to  this  hour  am  not 
'  quite  convinc'd.     When  I  am,  I  will 

*  call  her  fo  with  pleaiure.' 

I  was  quite  overcome  with  this  fine 
compliment,  but  could  not'  anfwer  a 
word  :  and  the  counteis  faid — '  I  could 
have  fpared  you  longer,  had  not  the 
time  of  day  compeH\l  your  return. 
For  I  have  been  very  agreeably  enter- 
tained, as  well  as  you,  although  but 
with  the  talk  of  your  woman  ,aud 
mine.  For  here  they  have  been  giving 
me  fuch  an  account  of  Mrs.  B/s  ceco- 
nomy,  and  family  management,  as 
has  highly  delighted  me.  I  never 
knew  the  like  ;  and  in  fo  young  a  lady 
too. — We  mall  have  ftrange  reforma- 
tions to  make  in  our  families,  Lady 
Davers,  when  we 'go  home,  were  we 
to  follow -fa  good  an  example.' 

«  Whv, 
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'  Why,  my  dear  Mrs.  B/  continued 
her  ladylhip,  *  you  out-do  all  your 

*  neighbours.     And  indeed  I  am  glad 
'  I  live  fo  far  from  you : — for  were  I  to 
'  try  to  imitate  you,  it  would  ftill  be  but 

*  imitation,  and  you'd  have  the  honour 
«  of  it.' 

'  Yet  you  hear,  and  you  fee  by  yef- 
'  terday's  conversation,'  faid  Lady  Da- 
vers,  *  how  much  her  beft  neighbours, 

*  of  both  fexes  admire  her :  they  all  yield 
'  to  her  the  palm,  unenvying.' 

*  Then,  my  good  ladies/  faid  I,  *  it 
€  is  a  fign  I  have  moft  excellent  neigh- 

*  bours,  full  of  generofity,  and  willing 

*  to  encourage  a  young  perfon  in  doing 

*  right  things :   fo  it  makes,  confidering 

*  what  I   was,  more  for  their  honour 

*  than  my  own.     For   what  cenfures 

*  iliould  not  fuch  a  one  as  I  deferve,  who 

*  have  not  been  educated  to  fill  up  my 

*  time  like  ladies  of  condition,  were  I 

*  not  to  employ  myfelf  as  I  do  ?  I,  who 

*  have  fo  little  other  merit,  and   who 

*  brought  no  fortune  at  all?' 

'  Come,  come,  Pamela,  none  of  your 
'  felf-denying  ordinances,1  that  was 
Lady  Davers's  word,  '  you  mull  know 
'  fomething  of  your  own  excellence  :  if 
'  you  do  not,  I'll  tell  it  you,  becaufe 

*  there  is  no  fear  you  will  be  proud  or 
c  vain  upon  it.     I  don't  lee  then,  that 
'  there  is  the  lady  in  your  neighbom- 

*  hood,  or  any  neighbourhood,  that  be- 
'  haves  with  more  decorum,   or  better 
'  keeps  up  the  port  of  a  lady,  than  you 

*  do.     How  you  manage  it,  I  can't  tell; 

*  but  you  do  as  much  by  a  look,   and 
f  a  pleafant   one' too,    that's    the  ra- 
'  rity  !  as  I  do  by  high  words,  and  paf- 

*  fionate  exclamations:  I  have  often  no- 

*  thing  but  blunder  upon  blunder,  as  if 
'  the  wretches  were  in  a  confederacy  to 
f  try  my  patience.* ' 

'  Perhaps,  Madam,'  faid  I,  *  the  awe 

*  they  have  of  your  ladymip,  becaufe  of 

*  your  high  qualities,  makes  them  com- 
'  mit  blunders  ;  for  I  myfelf  have  always 

*  been  more  afraid  of  appearing  before 
'  your  lady  (hip,  when  you  have  viiited 
4  your  honoured  mother,  than  of  any 
4  body  elfe,  and  have  been  the  more  fen - 

*  fihly  auk  ward  through  that  very  :iw- 
«  ful  refpeft.' 

'  Pfha,  pflia,  Pamela,  that  is  not  it: 

*  'tis  all  in  yourfelf.     I  ufed  to  think 
'  my  mamma,  and  my  brother  too,  had 

*  as  aukward  fervants  as  ever  I  faw  any 

*  where — except    Mrs.    Jervis. — Well 
'  enough  for  a,  batchcjar,  indeed  !~-Bu.t, 


'  here !— thou  haft  not  parted  with  one 
«  fervant — Haft  thou?' 

*  No,  Madam.' 

'  How!'  faid  the  countefs;  'what 
'  excellence  is  here '.—All  of  them, 
'  pardon  me,  Mrs.  B.- y•v.lrfelJow-fer- 
<  vants,  as  one  may  fay,- and  all  of  them 
'  fo  refpe&ful,  fo  watchful  of  your  eye  j 
*  and  you,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  gentle  to 
'  them,  fo  eafy,  fo  cheerful !' 

Don't  you  think  me,  my  dear,  infuf- 
ferably  vain  ?  But  'tis  what  they  were 
pleafed  to  fay.  'Twas  their  goodnefs  to 
me,  and  mewed  how  much  they  can 
excel  in  generous  politenefs.  So  I  will 
proceed. 

*  Why  this,'  continued  the  countefs, 
'  muftbe£or«dignity — £or#difcretion— • 
'  Education  cannot  give  it: — if  it  could, 
'  why  mould  not  cwe  have  it  ?' 

The  ladies  faid  many  more  kind  things 
of  me  then  j  and  after  dinner  they  men- 
tioned all  over  again,  with  additions,  be- 
fore my  beft  friend,  who  was  kindly  de- 
lighted with  the  encomiums  given  me  by 
two  ladies  of  fuqh  diftinguifhing  judg- 
ment in  allothercafes. They  told  him,  how 
much  they  admired  my  family  manage- 
ment :  then  would  have  it,  that  my  genius 
was  univerfal,  for  the  employments  and 
accomplifliments  of  my  fex,  whether  they 
confidered  it,  they  were  pleafed  to  fay, 
as  employed  in  penmanfhip,  in  needle- 
work, in  paying  or  receiving  vifits,  in 
mufick,  and  I  can't  tell  how  many  other 
qualifications,  which  their  goodnefs  made 
them  attribute  to  me,  over  and  above  the 
family  management ;  faying,  that  I  had 
an  underftanding  which  comprehended 
every  thing,  and  an  eye  that  penetrated 
into  the  very  bottom  of  matters  in  a  mo- 
ment, and  never  was  at  a  lofs  for  the 
jhould  be,  the  <vuhy  or  wherefore,  and 
the  bo<w ;  thefe  were  their  comprehenfive 
words— -that  I  did  every  thing  with  ce- 
lerity, clearing  all  as  I  went,  and  left  no- 
thing, that  was  their  observation,  to  re- 
cur, or  come  over  again,  that  could  he 
difpatchedatonce:  by  which  means,  they 
faid,  every  hand  was  clear  to  undertake 
a  new  work,  as  well  as  my  own  head  to 
direcl  it ;  and  there  was  no  hurry  nor 
confufion  ;  but  every  coming  hour  was 
frefh  and  ready,  and  unincumbered  (fo 
they  faid,)  for  it's  new  employment ;  and 
to  this  they  attr ibu ted  that  eafe  and  plea- 
fure  with  which  every  thing  was  per- 
formed, and  that  I  could  do,  and  caufe 
to  be  done,fo  much  bulinefs  without  hur- 
ry either  to  inv'ieif  or  fervants* 

Thefe 
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Theft  things,  they  would  have  it,  they 
•bferved  in  part  themfelves,  and  in  part 
were  beholden  for  to  the  observations  of 
their  women,  who  looked,  they  laid,  fo 
narrowly  into  every,  part  of  the  manage- 
ment, as  if  they  were  fpies  upon  itj  but 
were  fuch  faithful  ones,  that  it  was  like 
a  good  caufe  brought  to  a  ftricl  fcrutiny, 
the  brighter  and  fairer  for  it. 

Thus,  my  dear  Mifs  Darn  ford,  did 
their  lady/hips'praife  me  for  what  I  ought 
to  be  ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  improve 
more  and  more  by  their  kind  admoni- 
tions, which  come  clothed  in  the  agree- 
able and  flattering  fhape  of  praife;  the 
nobleft  incitement  to  the  doing  of  one's 
duty. 

Judge  you  how  pleafing  this  was  te 
my  belt  beloved,  who  found,  in  their 
kind  approbation,  fuch  a  j  unification  of 
his  own  conduct,  as  could  not  fail  of  be- 
ing pleaiing  to  him,  efpecially  as  Lady 
Davers  was  one  of  the  kind  praifers. 

Lord  Davers  was  fo  highly  delighted, 
that  he  rofe  once,  begging  his  brother's 
excofe,  to  falate  me,  and  remained  Hand- 
ling' over  my  chair,  with  apltafure  in  his 
looks  that  cannotbe  exprelled,  now-and- 
then  lifting  up  his  hands,  and  his  good- 
natured  eye  gliftening  with  joy,  which 
a  pier-glafs  gave  me  the  opportunity  of 
feeing,  as  fometimes  I  Hole  a  bafhful 
glance  towards  it,  not  knowing  how  or 
which  way  to  look.  Even  Mr.  H.  feem- 
ed  to  be  touched  very  fenfibly ;  and  re- 
collecting his  behaviour  to  me  at  the  Hall, 
he  once  cried  out — *  What  a  fad  whelp 
was  I,  to  behave  as  I  formerly  did,  to 
fomuch  excellence ! — Not,  Mr.  B.  that 
I  was  any  thing  uncivil,  neither;— -but 
in  unworthy  fneers,  and  nonfenfe — 
You  know  me  well  enough. — P-x  on 
me  for  a  Jackanapes  1 — You  called  me, 
*  Tinfelfd  toy,  though,  Madam,  don't 
you  remember  that  ?  and  laid,  twenty 
or  thirty  years  hence  ^  'when  I  was  at 
age,  you'd  give  me  an  anfaver.  Egad! 
I  (hall  never  forget  your  looks,  ncr 
your    words    neither ! — They    were 
d — n'd  fevere  fpeeches,  were  they  not, 
Sir?1 

'  O  you  fee,  Mr.H.'  replied  my  dear 
Vlr.  B.  «  Pamela  is  not  quite  perfedl.— 
We  muft  not  provoke  her;  for  lhe'11 
call  us  both  fo,  perhaps;  for  I  wear  a 
laced  coat,  fometimes,  as  well  as  you.' 
'  Nay,  faith,  I  can't  be  angry,'  faid  he* 


'  I  deferved  it  richly,  that  I  did,  had  it 
f  beenworfe.' 

4  Thy  filly  tongue,1  faid  my  lady, 
'  runs  on  without  fear  or  wit.  What'? 
'  paft  is  pail.1 

'  Why,  i'faith,Madam,I  was  plagui* 

*  ly  wrong ;  and  I  faid  nothing  of  any 
'  body  but  myfelf: — and  have  been  rea- 
'  dy  to  hang  myfelf  fmce,  as  often  as  I, 

*  have  thought  of  my  nonfenfe.' 

*  My  nephew,'  faid  my  lord,  « muft 
'  bring  in  hanging,  cr  the  gallows,  in 
'  every  fpeech  he  makes,  or  it  will  not 
<  be  he.' 

Mr.  B.  fmiling,  faid,  with  fe verity 
enough  in  his  meaning,  as  I  could  fee  by 
the  turn  of  his  countenance — <  Mr.  H. 

*  knows,  that  his  birth  and  family  in- 
'  title  him  more  to  the  block,  than  the 
'  rope,  or  he  would  not  make  fo  free  with 

*  the  latter.' 

'•  Good!  very  good,  by  Jupiter!' laid 
Mr.  H.  laughing.  Thecountefsfmiled. 
Lady  Davers  mook  her  head  at  her  bro- 
ther, and  faid  to  her  nephew—*  Thou'it 
'  a  good-natured  foolifh  fellow,  that  thou 
1  art.1 

1  For  what,  Madam  ?  Why  the  word 
'  fooli/b,  aunt  ?  What  have  I  faid  now?* 

'*  Nothing  to  any  purpofe,  indeed," 
faid  flie  j  *  when  thou  doft,  I'll  write  it 
,'  down.' 

'  Then,  Madam,'  faid  he,  'have  your 
'  pen  and  ink  always  about  you,  when 
'  I'm  prelent. — The  devil's  in't  if  you 
'  won't  put  that  down,  to  begin  with!' 

This  made  every  one  laugh.    *  What 

*  a  happy  thing  is  it,'  thought  I,  (  that 
'  good-naturegenerally  accompanies  this 

*  character;  elie,  how  would  fome  peo- 

*  pie  be  fupportable?' 

But  here  I'll  break  off.  'Tis  time, 
you'll  fay. — But  you  know  to  whom  I 
write,  as  well  as  to  yourfelf,  and  they'll 
be  pleafed  with  all  my  filly  fcribble.— - 
So  excufe  one  part  for  that,  and  another 
for  friend fhip's  fake,  and  then  I  mall  b« 
wholly  excufable  to  you. 

Now  the  trifler  again  refumes  her  pen* 
I  am  in  fome  pain,  Mifs,  for  to-morrow, 
becaufe  of  the  rules  we  obierve  of  late  in 
our  family  on  Sundays,  and  of  going 
through  a  crowd  to  church  ;  which  will 
afford  new  fcenes  to  our  noble  vifitors, 
either  for  cenfure  or  other  wife  :  but  I 
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will  foonerbe  cenfured  for  doing  what  I 
think  my  <<luty,  than  for  the  want  of  it ; 
iind  fo  will  omit  nothing  that  we  have 
been  accu'ilomed  to  do. 

I  hope  I  fnall  not  be  thought  ridicu- 
lous, or  us  one  who  aims  at  works  of  lu- 
pererogation,  Tor  what  I  think,  is  very 
ihort  of  my  duty. — Some  order,  furely, 
becomes  the  heads  of  families  ;  and  be- 
fides,  it  would  be  difcrediting  one's  own 
practice,  if  one  did  not  appear  at  one 
time  what  one  does  at  another.  For 
that  which  is  a  rtafon  for  difcontinuing 
a  practice  for  Ibme  company,  would  feem 
to  be  a  reafon  for  laying  it  afide  for  ever, 
cfpecially  in  a  family  vifiting  and  vifited 
as  ov.rs. 

And  I  remember  well  a  hint  given- me 
bymydeaicltiiicndonce  on  another fub- 
jecV*,  That  it  is  in  cverv  one's  power  to 
prefcrib,e  rules  to  himfelf,  after  a  while, 
and  peribns  fee  what  is  one's  way,  and 
that  one  is  not  to  be  put  out  of  it. 

But  my  only  doubt  is,  that  to  ladies, 
who  have  not  been  accuftomed  perhaps 
to  the  neceffary  ftriclnefs,  I  mould  make 
myielf  ccniurable,  as  if  I  abned  at  too- 
much  perfection  :  for,  however  one's  du- 
ty is  one's  duty,  and  ought  not  to  be  dif- 
pcnled  with ;  yet,  when  a  perfon,  who 
tifes  to  be  remifs,  fees  fo  hard  a  talk  be- 
fore them,  and  fo  many  great  points  tto 
get  over,  all  to  be  no  more  than  tolerably 
regular,  it  is  rather  apt  to  frighten  and 
vige,  tharfto  allure;  and  one  muft 
proceed,  as  I  have  read  foldiers  do,  in  a 
difficult  liege,  inch  by  inch,  and  be  more 
:  ;o  to  intrench  nnd  fortify  themfelves, 
as  they  go  on  gaining  upon  the  enemy, 
than  bVrufhing  ail  at  once  upon  an  at- 
tack of  the  place,  be  repulfed,  and  per- 
haps obliged  with  great  lofs  to  abandon 
jful  enterprize. 

And  permit  me  to  add,  that  young  as 
I  am,  I  have  often  obferved,  that  over- 
,great  ftri&neffes  all  at  onceinjoined  and 
infifted  upon,  are  not  fit  for  a  beginning 
reformation,  but  for  lironger  Chriftians 
only ;  and  therefore  generally  do  more 
harm  than  good,  in  fuch  a  circumitance. 

'  What  a  miferable  creature  am  I,v 
laid  a  neighbouring  widowgentlewoman, 
(whom  Ivilifed  in  her  illnefs,  at  her  own 
tleiire,  though  a  ftranger  to  me  but  by 
nan-is)  '  if  all  the  good  you  do,  and  die 
'  th-icl  lifejoM  live",  is  no  more  than  ab- 
'•  iblutely  necefiary  to  falvation  !' 

1  law  the  poor  gen  tie  worn  an,  through 


illnefs  and  low  fpirits,  was  ready  to  de- 
fpond }  and,  to  comfort  her,  I  faicl— 
Dear  Madam,  don't  be  caft  down : 
God  Almighty  gives  us  all  a  li slit  to 
walk  by  in  thefexnir  dark  paths  ;"  and 
'tis  my  humble  opinion,  he  will  judge 
us  according  to  the  unforced  and  ««.. 
bia/ed  ufe  we  make  of  that  light.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  do  feveral  things, 
which,  perhaps,  the  circumftances  of 
others  will  not  permit  them  to  do,  or 
which  they,  on  ferious  and  dirtntcrefted 
refleclion,  may  not  think  ablblutely 
necefTary  to  be  done  :  in  each  cafe  our 
judgments  are  a  law  to  each  5  and  I 
ought  no  more  to  excuie  myfelf  from 
doing  fuch  parts  as  I  think  my  duty, 
than  you  to  condemn  yourfelf 'for  not 
doing  what  does  not  appear  to  you  fo 
ftric~tlynecefTary:  and  belides,  Madam, 
you  may  ck»  as  much  good  one  way, 
as  I  another,  and  fo  both  may  be  equal- 
ly ufeful  in  the  general  fyftem  of  Pro- 
vidence.' 

Bat  fhall'  I  not  be  too  grave,  my  dear 
friend  ? — Excufe  me  ;  for  this  is  Satur- 
day night;  and  as  it  was  a  very  s;ood 
method  which  the  ingenious  authors  of 
the^  Spectators  took,  generally  to  treat 
their  more  ierious  iubjefts  on  this  day 5 
fo  I  think  one  mould,  when  one  can, 
confider  it  as  the  preparative  eve  to  a  ftili 
better. 


SUNDA-Y. 

NO  W,  my  dear,  by  what  I  have  al- 
ready written,  it  is  become  in  a 
manner  neceflary  to  acquaint  you  briefly 
with  the  method  my  dear  Mr.  B.  not  on- 
ly permits,  but  encourages  me  to  take, 
in  the  family  he  leaves  to  my  care,  as  to 
the  Sunday  duty. 

The  worthy  dean,  at  my  requeft,  and 
by  my  beloved's  permidion,  recommend- 
ed to  me,  as  a  fort  of  family  chaplain, 
for  Sundays,  a  young  gentleman  of  great 
fobriety  and  piety,  and  found  principles, 
who  having  but  lately-taken  orders,  ha* 
at  prefent  no  other  proviiion.  And  this 
gentleman  comes,  and  reads  prayers  to 
'us  about  feven  in  the  morning,  in  the 
leffer  hall,  as  we  call  it,  a  retired  apart- ; 
ment,  next  the  little  garden;  for  we  have 
no  chapel  with  us  here,  as  in  yourneigh- 
bourhood  :  and  this  generally,  with  feme1 
fuitable  exhortation,  or  meditation  out 
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tof  forae  good  book,  which  the  young 
gentleman  is  fo  kind  as  to  let  me  choofe 
Kcw-aud-thehj  when  I  pleafe,  takes  up 
little  more  than  half  an  hour. 

We  have  a  great  number  of  fervants 
of  both  fexes  t  and  myfelf ;  my  good 
Airs.  Jervis,  and  my  Polly  Barlow,  are 
generally  in  a  little  clofet,  which,  when 
we  open  the  door,  is  but juft  a  feparation, 
and  that's  all,  from  the  halh 

Mr.  Adams  (for  that  is  our  young 
clergyman's  name)  has  a  defk,  at  which 
fometimes  Mr.  Jonathan  makes  up  his 
running  accounts  to  Mr.  Longman,  who 
is  very  fcrupulous  of  admitting  any  body 
to  the  uie  of  his  office,  becaufe  of  the 
writing  in  his  cuftody,  and  the  order  he 
values  himfelf  xipon  having  every  thing 
in. 

About  feven  in  the  evening  the  young 
gentleman  comes  again,  and  I  generally, 
let  me  have  what  company  I  will,  find 
time  to  retire  for  about  another  half-hour; 
and  my  dear  Mr.  B.  connives  at,  and 
excnfes  my  ab fence,  if  enquired  after  ; 
though,  for  fo  mortatime,  I  am  feldom 
milled. 

To  the  young  gentleman  I  lhall  pre- 
fent,  every  quarter,  five  guineas,  and 
Mr.  B.  preiTes  him  to  accept  of  a  place 
at  hi?  table  at  his  pleafure ;  but,  as  we 
have  generally  a  good  deal  of  company, 
his  mode  fry  makes  him  decline  it,  efpe- 
cially  at  thole  times. 

Mr.  Longman  is  fo  kind  as  to  join 
with  us  very  often  in  our  Sunday  office, 
and  Mr.  Colbrand  feldom  mines  j  and 
they  tell  Mrs.  Jervis,  that  they  cannot 
^xprefs  the  pleafure  they  have  to  meet  me 
there;  and  the  edification  they  receive, 
us  they  are  fo  kind  to  fay,  from  my  ex- 
ample ;  and  from  the  cheerful  temper  I 
am  always  in,  which  does  'em  good  to 
look  upon  me  :  and  they  will  have  it,  that 
I  da  credit  to  religion.  But  if  they  do 
but  think  fo,  it  mult  hav?  been  of  fervice 
to  me  in  the  order  I  have  now  eltabli/hed , 
as  I  hope-,  and  that  through  lefs  diffi- 
culties than  I  expected  to  meet  with, 
efpecially  from  the  *cookmaid  ;  but  fhe 
fays,  me  comes  with  double  delight  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  fee  her  blelTed 
lady,  as  it  feems  me  calls  me  at  every 
word. 

My  bed  beloved  difpenfes  as  much  as 
he  can  with  the  fervants,  for  the  evening 
part,  if  he  has  company;  or  will  be 
attended  only  by  John  or  Abraham, 


perhaps  by  turns  ;  and  fometimes  looks 
upon  his  watch,  and  fays—'  'Tis  near 
*  feven  ;'  and  if  he  fays  fo,  they  take  it  for 
a  hint  they  may  be  difpenfed  with  for 
half  an  hour;  and  this  countenance 
which  he  gives  me,  has  not  contributed 
a  little  to  make  the  matter  eafy  and  de- 
lightful to  me,  and  to  every  one. 

I  am  fure,  were  only  policy  to  be  con- 
fidered,  this  method  muft  be  laudable  ; 
for  fmce  I  begun  it,  there  is  not  a  more 
diligent,  a  more  fober,  nor  more  cour- 
teous fet  of  fervants  in  any  family  in  a 
great  way:  we  have  no  broils,  no  hard 
words,  no  revilings,  no  commanding^ 
nor  complainings  j  and  Mrs.  Jervis's  go- 
vernment is  made  fo  eafy,  as  (lie  fays, 
that  me  need  not  fpeak  twice ;  and  all 
the  language  of  the  fervants  is — '  Pray, 
«  John/ or,  «  Pray,  Jane,  dofo  or  fo;* 
and  they  fay,  their  mailer's  fervice  is  a 
heaven  upon  earth. 

When  I  part  from  them,on  the  break- 
ing up  of  our  afiembly,  they  generally* 
make  a  little  row  on  each  fide  of  the  hall- 
door  ;  aryJ  when  I  have  made  my  corn 
pliments,  and  paid  my  thanks  to  Mr, 
Adams,  one   whiipers,   as  I  go  out — 
'  God  bkfs  you,  Madum  '.'  and  fo  \'\\  > 
another,  and  another,  and  indeed  every 
one;    and  bow  and   curt'iy  with  fuch; 
pleafure  in  their  horiefl  countenances  as 
greatly  delights  me  :    and  I  fay,  (if  it  16 
happens) — '  So,   my  good  friends ! — I 
1  am  glad  to  fee  you — Not  one  able  n't  '.* 
or  but  one — (as  it  falls  out) — *  This  is 
'   very  obliging,'  I  cry  :  and  thus  I  fhew 
thrm,  that  I  take  notice,  if  any  body  be 
not  there.     And  back  again  I  go  to  pay 
my  duty  to  my  earthly  benefactor:   and 
he  is  pleafed  to  fay  fometimes,  thatl  come 
to  him  with  fuch  a  radiance  in  my  coun- 
tenance, as  gives  him  double  pleafure  to 
behold  me  ;  and  often  he  tells  me  after- 
wards, that  but  for  appearing  too  fond 
before  company,  he  could  meet  me,  as  I 
enter,  with  embraces  as  puie  as  my  own 
heart. 

I  hope  in  time,  I  mall  prevail  upon 
the  dear  man  to  give  me  his  company.— 
But,  thank  God,  I  am  enabled  to  go  thus 
far  already  !•— I  will  leave  the  reft  to  his 
providence.  For  I  have  appint  very  deli- 
cate to  touch  upon  in  this  particular;  and 
I  muft  take  care  not  to  lofe  the  ground  I 
have  gained,  by  too  precipitately  pufhir-g 
at  too  much  at  once.  This  is  m  com- 
fort, that  next  to  being  uniform 
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is  that  permirTion  and  encouragement  lie 
gives  me,  to  be  ib,  and  the  pleafure  he 
takes  in  feeing  me  To  delighted — and  be- 
iides,  he  always  gives  me  his  company 
to  church.  O  how  happy  mould  I  think 
jnyfelf,  if  he  wxnild  be  pleaied  to  accom- 
pany me  to  the  Divine  office,  which  yet 
he  has  not  done,  though  I  have  urged 
him  as  much  as  I  durft  !  *  One  thing  after 
'  another,'  Relays  ;  we  (hall  be  better  and 
•better,  I  hope :  but  nobody  is  good  all 
at  once.  But,  my  dear  Mils  Darnford, 
as  I  confider  this  as  the  feal  qf  all  the 
•Yell,  and  he  himfelf  has  ah  awful  notion 
of  it,  I  (hall  hardly  think  my  dear  Mr. 
JB/s  morals  fully  fecured  till  then. 

Mrs. Jervis  alkedmeon  Saturday  even- 
Ing,  if  I  would  be  concerned  to  fee  a  larger 
congregation  in  the  letter  hall  next  mom- 
ing,  than  ufual  ?  I  anfwered— •*  No,  by 
••*  no  means.''  She  faid,  Mrs.  Worden, 
anil  Mrs.  Lefiey,  (the  two  ladies  women) 
"and  Mi  .Sydney,  my  Lord  Davers's  gen- 
tleman, and  Mr.  H.'s  fervant,  and  the 
coachmen  and  footmen  belonging  to  our 
noble  vifitor^,  who  are,  (he  fays,  allgi'eat 
admirers  of  our  family  management  and 
good  order,  having  been  tol*l  our  me- 
thod, begged  to  join  in  it.  I  knew  I 
fhould  be  a  little  dafhed  at  ib  large  a 
company,  but  the  men  being  orderly,  for 
Jords  fervants,  and  Mrs.  Jervis  alluring 
me,  that  they  were  very  earned  in  their 
requeft,  I  confented  to  it. 

When,  at  the  uiual  time,  (attended 
l)y  my  Folly)  I  went  down,  I  found  Mr. 
Adams  there,  (to  whom  I  made  my  firft 
compliments)  and  every  one  of  our  own 
people  waiting  for  me,  Mr.  Colbraml 
excepted,  (whom  Mr.  H.  had  kept  up 
late  the  night  before)  together  with  Mrs. 
Worden  and  Mrs.  Leiley,  and  Mr. 
Sydney,  with  the  ieivants  of  our  guefts, 
who,  as  alfo  worthy  Mr.  Longman, 
and  Mrs.  Jervis,  and  Mr.  Jonathan, 
paid  me  their  refpecls  ;  and  I  faid — 
This  is  early  rifing,  Mrs.  Lefley  and 
Mrs.  Worden  j  you  are  very  kind  to 
countenance  us  with  your  companies 
in  this  our  family  order,— Mr.  Syd- 
ney, I  arn  glad  to  fee  you. — How  do 
you,  Mr.  Longman  ?'  and  looked 
round  with  complacency  on  the  fervants 
of  our  noble  vifitors.  And  then  I  led 
Mrs.  Worden  and  Mrs.- Lefley  to  my 
little  retiring  place,  and  Mrs*  Jervis  and 
my  Polly  followed;  and  throwing  rlie 
cloor  open,  Mr.  Adams  began  fome  fe- 
lec~t  prayers  j  and  as  the  young  gentle- 
man reads  with  great  emphaiis  and  pro- 


priety, and  as  if  his  heart  was  in  what 
he  read,  all  the  good  folks  were  exceed- 
ingly attentive. 

"After  prayers,  Mr.  Adams  react  a  me- 
ditation, from  a  collection  made  for  pri- 
vate ufe,  which  I  (hall  more  particularly 
mention  by-and-byj  and  ending  with 
the  ufual  benediction,  I  thanked  the 
worthy  gentleman,  and  gently  chid  him, 
in  Mr.  B,'s  name,  for  his  modefty  in  de- 
clining our  table  j  and  thanking  Mr. 
Longman,  and  Mrs.  Worden,  and  Mrs, 
Lefley,  received  their  kind  wifhes,  and 
haitened,  bluming  through  their  praifes-, 
to  my  chamber,  where  being  alone,  I 
purfued  the  fubieft  for  an  hour,  till 
breakfaft  was  ready,  when  I  attended  the 
ladies,  and  my  belt  beloved,  who  had 
told  them  of  the  verfes  placed  under  my 
cumion  at  church. 

We  fet  out,  my  Lord  and  Lady  Da- 
vers, and  myfelf,  and  Mr.  H.  in  our 
coach  j  and  Mr.  B.  and  the  countefs  in 
the  chariot,  both  ladies,  and  the  gentle- 
men, fplendidly  drefled ;  but  I  avoided 
a  glitter  as  much  as  I  could,  that  I  might 
not  feem  to  vie  with  the  twopeerefles. — 
Mr.  B.  laid — *  Why  are  you  not  full- 

*  drefled,  my  dear  ?'  I  faid,  I  hoped  he 
would  not  be  difpltafed :   if  he  was,    I 
would  do  as  he  commanded.     He  kindly 
anfwered — *  As  you  like  bed,  my  love, 

*  You  are  charming  in  every  drefs/ 
The   chariot  firft  drawing  up  to  the 

church-door,  Mr.  B.  led  the  countefs 
into  the  church.  My  Lord  Davers  did 
me  that  honour ;  and  Mr.  H.  handed 
his  aunt  through  a  crowd  of  gazers,  ma- 
ny of  whom,  as  ufual,  were  ftrangers. 
The  neighbouring  gentlemen  and  their 
ladies  paid  us  their  filent  refpecls  j  but 
the  thoughts  of  the  wicked  verfes,  or  ra- 
ther, as  Lady  Davers  will  have  me  fay, 
wicked  aftion  of  the  tranfci  iber  of  them, 
made  me  keep  behind  in  the  pew  :  but 
my  lady,  with  great  goodnefs,  fat  down 
by  me,  and  whifperingly  talked  a  good 
deal,  between  whiles,  to  me,  with  great 
tendernefs  and  freedom  in  her  afpeft ; 
which  I  could  not  but  take  kindly,  be- 
caufe  I  knew  (he  intended  by  it,  to  (hew 
everyone  (he  was  pleafed  with  me. 
Among  other  things  (he  faid  foftly— 
Who  would  wifhteTbe  a  king  or  queer, 
Pamela,  if  it  is  fo  eafyfor  virtue  and 
beauty'  (fo  (he  was  pleafed  to  fay)  *  to 
attract  fo  many  fmcere  all'mirers,  with- 
out any  of  their  grandeur  ?—  Look 
round,  my  dear  girl,  and  fee  what  a 
folemn  refpeft,  and  mingled  delight,. 
*  appears 
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*  appears  in  every  countenance:'  and 
piffling  my  hand — *  Thou  art  a  charm- 
ing creature  !  Such  a  natural  modefty, 
and  fuch  a  becoming  dignity,  in  thy 
whole  appearance  —  no  wonder  that 
every  one's  eyes  are  upon  thee,  and  that 
thou  bringeft  to  church  fo  many  booted 
gentlemen,  as  well  as  neighbours,  to 
behold  theeT 

Afterwards  me  was  pleafed  to  add, 
taking  my  hand,  and  Mr.  B.  and  the 
countefs  heard  her  j  (tor  fhe  railed  her 
voice  to  a  more  audible  whifper)  *  I  am 
1  proud  to  be  in  thy  company,  and  in 

*  this  folemn  place,  I  take  thy  hand,  and 

*  acknowledge  with  pride,  my  JiJIerS 
I  looked  down ;  and  indeed  here  atchurch, 
I  can  hardly  at  any  time  look  up  $  for 
who  can  bear  to  be  gazed  at  fo  ?— and 
foftly  faid — *  Oh  !  my  good  lady  !    how 
'  much  you  honour  me ;  the  place,  and 
c  thefe  furrounding  eyes,  can  only  hinder 

*  *ne  from  acknowledging  as  I  ought.' 

My  beft  friend,  with  pleafure  "in  his 
eyes,  faid,  prefling  his  hand  upon  both 
ours,  as  my  lady  had  mine  in  hers — *  You 
are  two  beloved  creatures  :  both  ex- 
cellent in  your  way,  God  blefs  you 
both/ — '  And  you  too,  my  dear  bro- 
ther,' faid  my  lady. 
Thecountefs  whiipered — { You  mould 
fpare  a-bocly  a  little  !    You  give  one, 
ladies,  and  Mr.  B.  too  much  pleafure 
all  at  once.     Such  company,  and  fuch 
behaviour,  adds  ftill  more  charms  to 
devotion  j   and  were   I  to   be  here  a 
twelvemonth,  I  would  never  mifs  once 
accompanying  you  to  this  good  place.' 
Mr.  H.  thought  he  muft  fay  ibmething, 
andaddreffing  himlelf  to  his  noble  uncle, 
who  could  not  keep  his  good-natured  eye 
fcffme,    *  I'll  be  hang"dy   my  lord,   if  I 
«  know  how  to  behave  my  felf !  Why  this 
'  outdoes  the  chapel ! — I'm  glad  I  put 
<  on  my  new  fuit '.'  And  then  he  looked 
upon  himfelf,  as  if  he  would  fupport,  as 
well  as  he  could,  his  part  of  the  general 
admiration. 

But  think  you  not,  my  dear  Mife 
Darnford,  and  my  deareft  father  and  mo- 
ther, that  I  am  now  at  the  height  of  my 
happinefs  in  this  life,  thus  favoured  by 
Lady  D avers  ! 

The  dean  preached  an  excellent  fer- 
mon;  but  I  need  not  have  faid  that; 
only  to  have  mentioned,  that/fo  preached, 
was  faying  enough. 

My  lord  led  me  out,  when  divine  fer- 
vice  was  over  (and  being  a  little  tender  in 
his  feet,  from  a  gouty  notice,  walked  ve- 


ry flowly.)  Lady  Towers  and  Mrs. 
Brooks  joined  us  in  the  porch,  and  made 
us  their  compliments,  as  did  Mr.  Mar- 
tin. *  Will  you  favo\ir  us  with  your 
'  company  home,  my  old  acquaintance''* 
faid  Mr/B.  to  that  gentleman.  «I 

*  can't,  having  a  gentleman  my  relation 
'  to  dine  with  me  j  but  if  it  will  be  agree- 

*  able  in  the  evening,  I  will  bring  him 

*  with  me  to  tafte  of  your  Burgundy  ; 
'  for  we  have  not  any  fuch  in  the  coun- 
'  ty.' — *  I  mall  be  glad  to  fee  you,  or 
'  any  friend  of  yours,'  replied  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  Martin  whifpered — *  It  is  more, 

*  however,  to  admire  your  lady,   I  can 
'  tell  you  that,  than  your  wine.— Get 
'  into  your  coaches,    ladies,'    faid    he, 
with  his  ufual   freedom ;   *  our  maiden 

*  and  widow  ladies  have  a  fine  time  of  it, 

*  wherever  you  conic:  by  my  faith,  they 

*  muft  every  one  of  them  quit  this  neigh- 

*  bourhood,   if  you  Were  to  Hay  in  it; 
'  but  all  the  hopes  they  have,  are,  that 

*  while  you  are  in  London,  they'll  have 
'  the  game  in  their  own  hands.' 

<  Sifter^  faid  Lady  Davers,  moft  kind- 
ly  to  me,  in  prefenceof  many,  who  (in  a 
refpeclful  manner)  -  gathered  near  us, 
'  Mr.  Martin  is  the  fame  gentleman  he 

*  ufed  to  be,  I  fee/ 

*  Mr.  Martin,  Madam,'  faid  I",  fmil- 
ing,  *  has  but  one  fault :  he  is  too  apt  to 

*  praife  whom  he  favours,  at  the  expence 

*  of  his  abftnt  friends.' 

'  I  am  always  proud  of  your  reproofs, 
'  Mrs.  B..'  replied  he. 

«  Ay,'  faid  Lady  Towers,  « that  I  be- 
'  lieve. — And  therefore,  I  wifh,  for  all 

*  our  fakes,  you'd  take  him  oftener  to 
«  tafk,Mrs.B.' 

Lady  Towers,  Lady  Arthur;  Mrs. 
Brooks,  and  Mr.  Maitin,  all  claimed 
vifits  from  us  ;  and  Mr.  B.  making  ex- 
Cufcs,  that  he  muft  hufband  his  time,  be- 
cauie  of  being  obliged  to  go  to  town  foon, 
propofed  to  breakfaft  with  Lady  Towers 
the  next  morning-,  dine  with  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur, and  fupwith  Mrs.  Brooks  ;  and  as 
there  cannot  be  a  more  focial  and  agree- 
able neighbourhood  any-where,  his  pro- 
pofal,  after  fome  difficulty,  was  accepted; 
and  our  ufual  vifit  in j  neighbours  were 
all  to  have  notice  accordingly,  at  each  of 
the  places. 

I  faw  Sir  Thomas  Atkyns  com- 
ing towards  us,  and  fearing  to  be  ftiflcd 
with  compliments,  I  faid—*  Your  fer- 
(  vant,  ladies  and  gentlemen  ;'  and  giv- 
ing my  hand  to  Lord  Davers,  ftept  into 
the  chariot,  inftead  of  the  coach;  for 
3  D  i  people 
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peppie  that  would  avoid  buftle,  fome- 
times  make  it.  Finding  my  miltake,  I 
would  have  come  out ;  but  my  lord  laid — • 
'  Indeed  you  fhan't :  and  I'll  Hep  in, 
'  becaufe  Til  have  you  all  to  myfelf/ 

Lady  Davers  fmiled— *  Now,'  i'uid 
me,  (while  the  coach  drew  up)  '  is  my 
'  Lord  Davers  plealed ; — but  I  fee,  lifter, 

*  you  were  tired  with  part  of  your  com  - 

*  pany  in  the  coach.' 

*  *Tis  well  contrived,  my  dear/  faid 
Mr.  B.  '  as  long  as  you  have  not  de- 

*  prived  me  of  this  honour  ;*  taking  the 
countefs's  hand,  and  leading  her  into  the 
coach.' 

Will  you  excufe  all  this  impertinence, 
my  dear  ? — I  know  my  father  and  mo- 
ther will  be  pleafed  with  it ;  and  you 
will  have  the  goodnefs  to  bear  with  me 
on  that  account;  for  their  kind  hearts 
will  be  delighted  to  hear  every  minute 
t^ing  in  relation  to  Lady  Davers  and  my- 
felf. 

When  Mr.  Martin  came  in  the  even- 
ing, with  his  friend,  (who  is  Sir  William 
G.  a  polite  young  gentleman  of  Lincoln  - 
fhlre)  he  told  us  a  deal  of  the  praifes  la- 
vilhed  away  upon  me  by  feveral  genteel 
Grangers  ;  one  faying  to  his  friend,  he 
had  travelled  twenty  miles  to  fee  me. 

My  Lady  Pavers  was  praifed  too  for 
her  goodnefs  to  me,  and  the  graceful- 
jiefs  of  her  perfon ;  the  counters  for  the 
noble  ferenity  of  her  afpeft,  and  that 
charming  eaie  and  freedom,  which  dif- 
tinguifh  her  birth  and  quality:  my  dear 
Mr.  B.  he  faid^  was  greatly  admired  too: 
but  he  xvould  not  make  him  proud  ;  for 
he  had  fuperiorities  enough  already,  that 
was  his  word, over  his  neighbours  ;  '  But 
I  can  tell  you,'  faid  he,  '  that  for  moft 
of  your  praifes  you  are  obliged  to  your 
lady,  and  for  having  rewarded  her  ex- 
cellence as  you  lave  dpne :  for  one 
gentleman,'  added  he,  '  faid,  he  knew 
no  one  but  you  could  deferve  her  j  and 
he  believed  you  did,  from  that  tender- 
nets  in  your  behaviour  to  her,  and 
from  that  grandeur  of  air,  and  majefty 
of  peribn,  that  feemed  to  (hew  you 
formed  for  he,r  protect pr,  as  well  as  re- 
warder. — Get  you  gone  to  London, 
both  of  you,'  faid  he.     *  I  did  not 
intend  to  tell  you,  Mr.  B.  what  was 
laid  of  you/ — 
The  women  of  the  two  ladies  had  ac- 
quainted their  ladyfiiips  with  the  order  I 
obferved  for  the  day?  and  the  devout  be- 
haviour of  the  fervants.    And  about  le- 
ven,  I  withdrawing  asiilently  nn4  asun- 


obferved  as  I  could,  was  furprifed,  as  I 
was  going  through  the  great  hall,  to  be 
joined  by  both . 

«  I  mall  come  at  all  your  lecrets,  Pa» 

*  iriela,'  faid  my  lady,  '  and  be  able,  in 

*  time,  to  cut  you  out  in  your  own  way. 
'  I  know  whither  you  are  going.' 

*  My  good  ladies,'  faid  I,  *  pardon 
'  me  for  leaving  you.  I  will  attend  you 
'  in  half  an  hour,' 

*  No,  my  dear,'  faid  Lady  Davers, 

*  the  counters  and  I  have  refolvcd  to  at- 

*  tend  you  for  that  half-hour,  and  we 
f  will  return  to  company  together.' 

f  Is  it  not  defcending  too  much,  my 

*  ladies,  as  to  the  company  ?' 

*  If  it  is  for  us,  it  is  for  you,'  faid  the 
countefs ;  *  fo  we  will  either  a£l  up  to 
?  you,  or  make  you  come  down  to  us  j 

*  and  we  will  judge  of  all  your  proceed- 

*  ings.' 

Every  one,  but  Abraham,  (who  at- 
tended the  gentlemen)  and  all  their  lady- 
fhips  fervants,  and  their  two  women, 
were  there;  which  pleafed  me,  however, 
becaufe  it  fliewed,  that  even  the  ftrangers, 
by  this  their  fecond  voluntary  attendance, 
had  no  ill  opinion  of  the  lervice.  But 
they  were  all  ftartled,  ours  and  theirs,  to 
fee  the  ladies  accompanying  me. 

I  ftept  up  to  Mr.  Adams.—*  I  was 
'  in  hopes,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  we  mould  have 

*  been  favoured  with  your  company  at 

*  our  table.' 

He  bowed. 

«  Wei!,  Sir,' faid  I,  'thefe  ladles  come 
'  now  to  be  obliged  to  you  for  your 

*  good  offices ;  and  you'll  have  no  better 
'  way  of  letting  them  return  their  obli- 
'  gation,  than  to  fup,  though  you  would 

*  not  dine  with  them.' 

*  Mr.  Longman,'  laid  rny  lady,  *  how 

*  do  you  ?— We  are  come  to  be  witnefles 
f  of  the  family  decorum.' 

*  We  have  a.  blefled  lady,  Madam,' 
faid  he:  *  and  your  ladylhips  preferice 
f  augments  our  joys. ' 

I  mould  have  laid,  we  were  not  at 
church  in  the  afternoon. — And  when  I 
do  not  go,  we  have  the  evening  fervice 
read  to  us,  as  it  is  at  church;  which  Mr. 
Adams  performed  now,  with  his  uiuul 
diftinclnefs  and  fervour. 

When  all  was  concluded,  I  faid— 
Now,  my  dearell  ladies,  exeufemefqr 
the  fake  of  the  delight  I  take  in  feeing 
all  my  good  folks  about  me  in  this  de- 
cent r*nd  obliging  manner. — Indeed, 
I  have  no  orientation  in  it,  if  I  know 
my  own  heart/' 
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The  countefs  and  Lady  Davers,  de- 
lighted to  fee  fuch  good  behaviour  in 
^very-one,  fat  a  moment  or  two  looking 
upon  one  another  in  filence;  and  then 
jny  Lady  Davers  took  my  hand  :  '  Be- 
'  loved,  defeivedly  beloved  of  the  kindeft 
'  of  hufbands,  what  a  blefiing  art  thou 
'  to  this  family  T 

*  And  to  every  family/ faid  the  coun- 
tefs,  *  who  have  the  happihefs  to  know, 

*  and  the  grace  to  follow,  her  example  !' 
— '  But  where,1  faid  Lady  Davers,  '  col- 

*  leftedlt  thou  all  this  good  fenfe,  and 
'  fine  fpirit  in  thy  devotions  ?' 

<  The  Bible,  my  dear  ladies,'  faid  I, 

*  is  the  foundation  of  all :  but  this,  and 
4  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  and  the 

*  Duty  of  Man,  our  worthy  folks  have 

*  every  one  of  them,  and  are  fo  good  as 

*  to  employ  themfelves  in  them  at  all 
•  '  leifure  opportunities  on  other  days. 

*  For  which  reafon,  that  I  may  diveriify 
'  their  devotions,  I  have,  with  the  affift- 

*  ance  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  by  advice 
'  of  the  dean,  made  extracts  from  feve- 
'  ral  good  pieces,  which  we  read  on  thefe 
'  days/-—'  Mr.  Adams,"  laid  my  Lady 
Davers, '  will  you  oblige  me  with  a  copy 
4  of  my  fitter's  book,  at  your  leifure  ?' 
He  readily  engaged  to  do  this  5  and  the 
countefs  defired  another  copy,  which  he 
alfo  prom i led. 

Lady  Davers  then  turning  herfelf  to 
Mrs.  Jervis — '  How  do  you,  good  \vo- 

*  man  ?'  faid  me.—-'  Why  you  are  now 

*  made  ample  amends  for  the  love  you 
'  bore  to  this  dear  creature  formerly  !' 

*  You  have  an  angel,  and  not  a  wo- 

*  man,  for  vour  lady,  my  good  Mrs. 

*  Jervis/  faid  the  countefs. 

Mrs.  Jervis,  folding  her  uplifted  hands 
together — '  Omy  good  lady!  you  know 

*  not  our  happinefs  j  no,  not  one  halt  of 
f  it.    We  were  before  bleflcd  with  plen- 
'  ty,  and  a  bountiful  indulgenre,  by  our 
'  good  mafter ;  but  our  plenty  brought 
'  on  wnntonnefs  and  wrangltngs :  but 
'  now  we  have  peace  as  well  as  plenty  ; 
'  and  peace  of  mind,  my  dear  lady,  in 
'  doing  all  in  our  refpcctive  powers,  to 

*  fhcw'  ourfejves  thankful  creatures  to 
'  God,  and  to  the  bell  of  mafters  and 

*  miftreffes.' 

'  Good  foul!'  faid  I,  and  was  forced 
to  put  my  handkerchief  to  my  eye  : (  your 

*  heart  is  always  overflowing  thus  with 

*  gratitude  and  pnifes,  for  what  you  fo 
4  well  rn^rit  from  us.* 

'  Mr.  Longman/  laid  my  lady,  af- 
{um,ing  a  iprightly  air,  :.khoyy;h  her  eye 


twinkled,  to  keep  within  it's  lids  the  pre- 
cious water,  that  fprang  from  a  noble 
and  well  afteckd  heart,  '  I  am  glad  to 
'  fee  you  here,  attending  your  pions 
'  young  lady.— Well  might  you  love/ 

*  her,  honed  man  !   Well  might  you  !— 
'  I  did  not  know  there  was  fo  excellent 
'  a  creature  in  any  rank.' 

*  Madam/  laid  the  other  worthy  heart, 
unable  to  fpeak  but  in  broken  fentence?, 

*  you  don't  know — indeed  you  donX 
'  what   a — what  a — hap — happy — fa- 

*  mily  we  are  ! — Truly,  we  are  like  unto 

*  Alexander's  foldiers,  every  one  fit-to 
'  be  a  general  5  io  well  do  we  all  know 
'  our  duties,  and  pratfife  them  too,  let 

*  me  fay. — Nay,  and  pleafe  your  lady- 

*  Ihip,  we  all  of  us  long  till  morning 

*  comes,  thus  to  attend  my  lady  ^  and 

*  after  that  is  pail,  we  long  for  evening, 
4  for  the  fame  purpofe :  forfhe  hfo  good 

*  to  us — You  cannot  think  how  good 
'  me  is !    But  permit  your  honoured  fa- 

*  ther's  old  fervant  to  fay  one  word  more, 

*  that  though  we  are  always  pleaied  and 

*  joyful  on  thefe  occafions  j  yet  we  ate 
'  in  tranfports  to  fee  our  mailer's  noble 
'  filler  thus  favouring  us — with  your  la- 

*  dyfhip  too/  (to  the  countefs) — '  and 

*  approving  our  young  lady's  conduct 

*  and  piety.' 

*  Blefling  on  you  all!'  faid  my  lady. 
'   Letus  go,  my  lady ; — let  us  go,  fifterj 
'  —for  I  can't  (lay  no  longer  !' 

As  I  ilid  by,  following  their  lady- 
fhips— '  How  do  you,  Mr.  Colbrand  i* 
faid  I,  ioftly  : — '  I  feared  you  were  not 

*  well  in  the  morning.*     He  bowed — 

*  Par-don  me,  Ma-dame — I  vas  leetel 

*  indifpofe,  dat  irh  true!' 

'  Now,  my  dear  friend,  will  you  for- 
give me  all  this  felf-praife,  as  it  may 
item? — Yet  when  you  know  I  give  it 
you,  and  my  dear  parents,  as  fo  many 
inilauces  of  my  Lady  Davers's  reconci- 
liation and  goodnefs  to  me,  and  as  it 
will  (hew  what  a  noble  heart  that  good 
lady  has  at  bottom,  when  her  pride  of 
quality  and  her  paffion  have  fubfided, 
and  her  native  good  fenfe  and  excellence 
taken  place,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  may  be 
the  rather  excuied  j  and  efpecially,  as  I 
hope  to  have  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford's 
company  and  countenance  one  day,  in 
this  my  delightful  Sunday  employment. 
I  mould  nave  added,  for  I  think  a 
good  clergyman  cannot  be  too  much  re- 
i'pecled,  that  I  repeated  my  requeil  to 
Mr.  Adams,  to  oblige  us  with  his  com- 
y  it  Inppt-r  j  but  he  fo  very  earneftly 
begged 
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begged  to  be  excufed,  and  with  fo  much 
concern  of  countenance,  that  I  thought 
it  would  be  wrong  to  infift  upon  itj 
though  I  was  forry  for  it,  becaufe  I  am 
fure,  as  of  any  thing,  that  modeliy  is  al- 
ways a  fign  of  merit. 

We  returned  to  the  gentlemen  as  foon 
as  fupper  was  ready,  and  as  cheerful  and 
cafy,  as  Lady  Davers  obferved,  as  if  we 
had  not  been  prelent  at  ib  folemn  a  fer- 
vice.  '  And  this/  faid  fhe,  after  the 
gentlemen  were  gone,  *  makes  religion 
«•  fo  pleafant  and  delightful  a  thing,  tkat 

*  I  profeis  I  (hall  have  a  much  higher 
'  opinion  of  thofe  who  make  it  a  regular 

<  and  conftant  part  of  their  employment, 
'  than  ever  I  had.     But  I  have  feen,' 
added  her  ladyfhip,  «  perhaps,  fuch  cha- 

*  racleriftic  wry  faces,  and  fuch  gloomy 

*  countenances,  among  fome  of  your 
«  pious  folks,  in  and  after  a  folemn  office, 

*  as  was  enough  to  difhearten  fuch  an 
«  one  as  me,  and  make  one  think  that 
'  it  would  be  a  fm  to  go  to  bed  with  a 
«  fmile  upon  one's  face,  or  without  figh- 

<  ing  and  groaning. 

«  Then,'  faid  (he,  '  I  was  once,  I  re- 
«  member,  when  a  girl,  at  the  houfe  of 
«  a  very  devout  man,  for  a  week,  with 

<  his   grand-daughter,   my   fchool-fel- 
«  low}  and  there  were  fuch  preachments 
'  a^ainft  vanities,  and  for  felf-denials, 

<  that  were  we  to  have  followed  the  good 
«  man's  precepts,    (though  indeed  not 
'  his  practice,  for  well  did  he  love  his 
'  belly)  half  God  Almighty's  creatures 
«  and  works  would  have  been  ufelefs, 

*  and  indultry  would  have  beenbanifhed 

*  the  earth. 

•  Then,'  added  her  ladyfhip,  c  have  I 
«  heard  the  good  man  confels  himfelf 

*  guilty  of  fuch  fins,  as,  if  true,  (and  by 

<  his  hiding  his  face   with    his   broad 
«  brimmed  hat,  it  looked  a  little  bad 
«  againtt  him)  he  ought  to  have  been 
«  handed  on  a  gallows  fifty  feet  high.' 

Thefe  reflections,  as  I  faid,  fell  from 
my  lady,  after  the  gentlemen  were  gone, 
when  ihe  recounted  to  her  brother,  the 
entertainment,  as  (he  was  pleafed  to  caH 
it,  I  had  ejiven  her.  On  which  fhe  made 
high  encomiums,  as  did  the  countefs;  and 
they  praiied  alfo  the  natural  dignity  which 
they  imputed  to  me,  faying,  I  had  taught 
them  a  way  they  never  could  have  found 
out,  to  defcend'  to  the  company  of  ier- 
vants,  and  yet  to  fucure,  and  even  aug- 


ment,  the  refpeft  and  veneration  of  infe- 
riors at  the  fame  time.  *  And,  Pamela,' 
faid  my  lady,  «  you  are  certainly  very 
right  to  pay  fo  much  regard  to  the  young 
clergyman}  for  that  makes  all  he  reads, 
and  all  he  lays,  of  greater  efficacy  with 
the  auditors,  facilitates  the  work  you 
have  in  view  to  bring  about,  and  ii\ 
your  own  abfence  (for  your  monarch 
may  not  always  difpenfe  with  you,  per- 
haps) ftrengthens  his  influences,  an4 
encourages  the  young  gentleman,  bt- 
lide.* ' 


MONDAY. 

I  Am  to  thank  you,  my  dear  Mifs 
Darnford,  for  your  kind  letter,  ap- 
proving of  my  fcribble*.  When  you 
come  to  my  Saturday's  and  Sunday's  ac- 
counts, I  mail  tiy  your  patience.  But  no 
more  of  that}  for  as  you  can  read  them, 
or  let  them  alone,  I  am  the  lei's  concern- 
ed, efpecially  as  they  will  be  more  in- 
dulgently received  fomewhere  elfe,  than 
they  may  merit;  fo  that  my  labour  will 
not  be  wholly  loft. 

I  congratulate  you  with  all  my  heart, 
on  your  difmiffing  Mr.  Murray}  for,  be- 
fides  that  fome  of  his  qualities  are  not  to 
be  approved  by  a  lady  of  your  tatte  and 
judgment,  I  will  never  give  my  confent, 
that  any  gentleman  (hall  have  the  honour 
of  calling  you  his,  who  can  fo  eafily  re- 
fign  his  pretenfions  to  you,  and  addrei* 
your  fitter. 

You  are  extremely  diverting,  my  dear, 
with  your  greater  and  lefler  Bear  ftars, 
and  I  could  not  help  mewing  your  letter 
to  Mr.  B.  And  what  do  you  think  the 
free  gentleman  faid  upon  k?  I  am  half 
afraid  to  tell  you :  but  ck>,  now  you  are  fo 
happily  dilengaged,-'get  leave  to  come, 
and  let  us  two  contrive  to  be  even  with 
him  for  it.  You  are  the  only  lady  in  the 
world  that  I  would  join  with  againft  him. 

He  faid,  that  your  characters  of  Mr. 
Murray  and  Mifs  Nanny,  which  he  called 
fevere,  (but  I  won't  call  them  fo,  with- 
out your  leave)  looked  alittJe  like  pretty 
fpite,  and  as  if  you  were  forry  the  gen- 
tleman took  you  at  your  word. — That 
was  what  he  laid — Pray  let  us  punifh  her 
for  it.  Yet,  he  called  you  charming  lady, 
and  laid  a  great  deal  in  your  praife,  and 
joined  with  me,  that  Mr.  Murray,  who 
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was  fo  eafy  to  part  with  you,  could  not 
poflibly  deferve  you. 

*  But,  Pamela,1  faid  he,  '  I  know 
'  the  fex  well  enough.    Mils  Polly  may 
«  not  love  Mr.  Murray;  yet,  to  lee  her 

*  fifter  addrelTed  and  complimented,  and 
'  preferred  to  herfelf,  by  one  whom  me 

*  fo  lately  thought  it  was  in  her  power  to 

*  choofe  or  to  refufe,  is  a  mortifying 

*  thing.   And  young  ladies  cannot  bear 
4  to  fit  by  neglected,  while  two  lovers  are 

*  playing  pugs  tricks  with  each  other. 

*  Then,'  faid  he,  *  all  the  preparations 

*  to  matrimony,  the  cloaths  to  b.e  bought, 

*  the  vifits  to  bf;  paid  and  received,  the 

*  compliments  of  friends,  the  bufy  no- 

*  veity  of  the  thing,  the  day  to  be  fixed, 

*  and    all    the    little    fooliih  humours 

*  and   nonfenfe  attending  a  concluded 

*  courtfhip,  when  one  fijler  is  to  ingrofs 

*  all  the  attention  and  regard,  the  new 

*  equipages,  and  fo  forth  5  thefe  are  all 
'  fubje&s  of  mortification  to  the  other, 
'  though  me  had  no  great  value  for  the 

*  man  perhaps/ 

<  Well,  but,  Sir,'  faid  I,  «  a  lady  of 

*  Mifs  Darnford's  goodfenfe,  and  good 
-*  tafre,  is  not  to  be  affe&ed  by  thefe  pa- 

*  rades,  and  has  well  confidered  the  mat- 

*  ter,  no  doubt:  and  I  dare  fay,  rejoices, 

*  rather  than  repines  at  miffing  the  gen- 

*  tleman,' 

I  hope  you  will  leave  the  happy  pair, 
for  they  are  fo,  if  they  think  themfelves 
fo,  together,  and  Sir  Simon  to  rejoice  in 
his  accomplifhed  fon-in-law  elect,  and 
give  us  your  company  to  London.  For 
who  would  (lay  to  be  vexed  by  that  ill- 
natured  Mifs  Nanny,  as  you  own  you 
were,  at  your  la(l  writing  ? 

But  I  will  proceed  with  my  journal, 
and  the  rather,  as  I  have  fomething  to  tell 
you  of  a  conversation,  the  refult  of  which 
has  done  ma  great  honour,  and  given  me 
inexpreflible  deligut:  of  which  in  it's 
place. 

We  purfued  Mr.  B/s  propofal,  re- 
turning feveral  vifits  in  one  day;  for  we 
have  fo  polite  and  agreeable  a  neighbour- 
hood, that  all  feem  to  concur  in  a  defire 
to  mafce  every  thing  eafy  to  one  another: 
and,  as  I  mentioned  before,  hearing  Mr. 
B.'s  intention  to  fet  out  for  London,  as 
foon  as  our  company  mould  leave  us, 
they  difpenfed  with  formalities,  being 
none  of  them  ftudious  to  take  things 
•  amifs,  and  having  a  general  good  opinion 


of  one  another's  intentions  not  to  dif- 
oblige. 

We  came  not  home  till  ten  in  the 
evening,  and  then  found  a  letter  from  Sir 
Jacob  Swynford,  uncle  by  the  half-blood 
to  Mr.  B.  acquainting  him,  that  hearing 
his  niece,  Lady  Davers,  was  with  him, 
he  would  be  here  in  a  day  or  two,  (-being 
then  upon  his  journey)  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
his  nephew  and  niece  at  the  fame  time. 

This  gentleman  is  very  particularly 
odd  and  humoiirfome ;  and  his  eldeft  font 
being  next  Jieir  to  the  maternal  eltate,  if 
Mr.  B.  mould  have  no  children,  has  beeh 
exceedingly  diflfatisned  with  his  debaiing 
himfelf  in  marrying  me ;  and  would  have 
been  better  plealed  had  he  not  married  at 
all,  perhaps. 

There  never  was  any  cordial  love  be- 
tween Mr.  B.'s  father  and  him,  nor 
between  the  uncle,  and  nephew  and  niece  j 
for  his  pofitlvenefs,  roughnefs,  and  felf- 
intereftednefs  too,  has  made  him,  though 
very  rich,  but  little  agreeable  to  the  gene- 
rous tempers  of  his  nephew  and  niece  ; 
yet  when  they  meet,  which  is  not  above 
once  in  four  or  five  years,  they  are  always, 
rery  civil  and  obliging  to  him. 

Lady  Davers  wondered  what  could 
bring  him  hither  now;  for  he  lives  in, 
Herefordmire,  and  feldom  ftirs  ten  miles 
from  home.  Mr.  B.  faid,  he  was  fure  it 
was  not  to  compliment  him  and  me  on 
cur  nuptials.  *  No,  rather,1  (aid  my  lady, 
to  fatisfy  himfelr  if  you  are  in  a  way  to 
cut  out  his  own  cubs/ — *  Thank  God, 
we  are,1  faid  my  deareft  friend.  *  When- 
ever I  was  ftrongeft  fet  againit  matri- 
mony, the  only  reafon  I  had  to  weigh 
againft  my  diflike  to  it  was,  that  I  was 
unwilling  to  leave  fo  large  a  part  of  my 
eftate  *  to  that  family. 
'  My  dear/  faid  he  to  me, £  don't  be 
uneafy ;  but  you'll  fee  a  relation  of 
mine  much  more  difagreeable  than  you. 
can  imagine :  but  no  doubt  you  have 
heard  his  character.' 
*  Ah,  Pamela,'  faid  Lady  Davers,  *  we 
are  a  family  that  value  ourfelves  upon 
our  anceftry;  but  upon  my  word,  Sir 
Jacob,  and  all  his  line,  have  nothing 
elfe  to  boaft  of.  And  I  have  been  often 
afhamcd  of  my  relation  to  them.' 
'  No  family,  I  believe,  my  ladyyhas 
every  body  excellent  in  it,'  replied  I : 
but  I  doubt  I  (hall  (land  but  poorly 
with  Sir  Jacob.' 


*  Sec  Vol.  II,  p,  162,  186, 
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f  He  won't  dare  to  affront  you,  my 
dear,'  laid  Mr.  B. f  although  hV  11  lay  to 
you,  and  to  me,  and  to  my  filler  too, 
blunt  and  rough  things.  But  he'll  not 
flay  above  a  day  or  two,  and  we  mall 
not  fee  him  again  for  fome  years  to 
come;  fo  we'll  bear  with  him.* 
I  am  now,  Mils,  coming  to  the  con- 
verfation  I  hinted  at. 


P  A  M  £  L  A* 


o 


TUESDAY. 


N  Tuefday,  Mr.  Williams  came  to 
pay  his  refpefts  to  his  kind  patron. 
I  had  been  to  vdit  the  widow  gentlewo- 
man  I  mentioned  before,  and  on  my  re- 
turn, went  directly  to  my  clofet,  fo  knew 
not  of  his  being  there  till  I  came  to  din- 
ner; for  Mr.  B.  and  he  were  near  two 
hours  together  in  difcourfe  in  the  li- 
brary. 

When  I  came  down,  Mr.  B.  prcfented 
Iihn  to  me.  *  My  friend  Mr.  Williams, 

*  my  dear,*  faid  he. 

'  Mr.  Williams,  how  do  you  do?'  faid 
I;  '  I  am  glad  to  fee  you/ 

He  rejoiced,  he  faid,  to  fee  me  look 
fo  well;  and  had  longed  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  pay  his  relpecls  to  his  worthy  pa- 
tron. and  me  before  :  but  had  been  pre- 
vented twice  when  he  was  upon  the  point 
cf  fetting  out. 

Mr.  B.  faid  —  f  I  have  prevailed  upon 

*  my  old  acquaintance  to  take  up  his  re- 
'  fidence  with  us,  while  he  ftays  in  thefe 

*  parts.  Do  you,  my  dear,  lee  that  every 
'  .thing  is  made  agreeable  to  him/ 

'  To  be  fure,  Sir,  I  will." 

Mr.  Adams  being  in  the  houfe,  Mr. 
3-  fent  to  defile  he  would  dine  with  us  ; 
if  it  were  but  in  refpect  to  a.  gentleman 
of  the  fame  cloth,  who  gave  us  his  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  B.  when  dinner  was  over,  and  the 
Servants  were  withdrawn,  faid  —  '  My 

dear,  Mr.  Williams's  bufmefs,  in  part, 

was  to  alk  my  advice  as  to  a  living  that 

is  offered  him,  by  the  Earl  of  -  , 

who  is  greatly  taken  with  his  preaching 

and  converfation.' 

*•  And  to  quit  yours,  I  prefume,  Sir,* 
iaid  Lord  Davers  ?* 

'  No,  the  earl's  is  not  quite  fo  good  as 

*  mine,  and  his  lordfhip  would  procure 

*  himadifpenfationtoholdboth.  What 

*  \va\i\djou  advile,  my  de^r?' 

'  It  becomes  not  me,  Sir,  to  meddle 
'  with  fuch  matters  as  thei's/  * 


«  Yes,  my  dear,  it  does,  when 
'  your  opinion.' 

*  I  beg  pardon,  Sir — My  opinion  then 
'  is,  that  Mr.  Williams  will  not  care  to 
'  do  any  thing  that  requires  a  difpenfa- 
'  tion,  and  which  would  be  unlawful 
'  without  it/ 

*  Your  ladyfhip,'  faid  Mr.  Williams, 
'  fpeaks  exceedingly  well.* 

*  I  am  glad,  Mr.  Williams,  that  you 
'  approve  of  my  fentiments.     You  fee 
'  they  were  required  of  me  by  one  who 

*  has  a  right  to  command  me  in  every 
'  thing:  othenvife  this  matter  is  above 

*  my  Inhere;  and  I  L-ave fo much  good- 
'  wi'll  to  Mr.  Williams,  that  I  wilh  him 
(  every  thing  that  will  contribute  to  make 

*  him  happy." 

<  Well,  my  dear,'  faid  Mr.  B.  «  but 
'  what  would  you  advile  in  this  cafe  > 
'  The  earl  propofes,  that  Mr.  Williams's 

*  pa-lent  living  be  iupplied  by  a  curate; 

*  to  whom,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Williams  will 
'  be  very  genteel;  and,  as  we  are  feldom 

*  or  never  there,  his  lordfhip  thinks  we 
'  lliall  not  be  difpleafed  with  it,  and  in- 

*  lifts  upon  it,  that  he  will  propofe  it  t6 
'  me;  as  he  has  done." 

Lord  Davers  faid — <  I  think  this  may 
'  do  very  well ,  brother.— But  what,  pray, 
'  Mr.  Williams,  do  you  propofe  to  allow 

*  to  your  curate  ?  Excufe  me,  Sir;  but  I 

*  think  the  clergy  do.fo  hardly  by  one 
'  another  generally,  that  they  are  not  to 
e  be  furprifed,  that  fome  of  the  laity  treat 

*  them  as  they  do.* 

<  Indeed,^  faid  Mr.  H.  <  that's  well 
'  obferved ;  for  I  have  heard  it  faid  twenty 

*  andtwenty  times— '"If  you  would  know 
"  how  tovalueaclergyman,and  what  he 
"  defeives  for  fpending  his  whole  life  in 
"  the  duties  of  his  function,  you  need  but 
"  form  your  opinion  upon  the  treatment 
"  they  give  to  one  another;  and  forty  or 
"  fifty  pounds  a  year  wouid  be  thought 
"  too  much,  even  for  him  who  does  aM 
"  the  labour.'* 

c  Who  fays  my  nephew  fpeaks  not 
(  well,*  laid  my  lord? 

'  O,'  faid  my  lady, '  no  wonder  f  Thk 
£  is  Jackey's  peculiar.  He  has  always 
'  fomething  to  fay  againft  tlK  clergy.  For 

*  he  never  loved  them,  becaufe  his  tutors 
'  were  clergymen  ;  and  Irnce,'  faid  her 
ladyfhip,  (very  feverely)  *  he  never  got 
'  any  good  from  them,  why  fhould  they 
'  expect  any  from  him  ?' 

*  Always  hard  upon  my  poor  nephew,* 
faid  Lord  Davers. 

«  Thank 
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«  Than'c  youj  aunt,'  faid  Mr.  H. 

Mr.  Williams  faid,  Mr.  H/s  obierva- 
tion  was  but  too  true 5  that  nothing  gave 
greater  caufe  of  fcandal  than  the  ufage 
fome  even  of  the  dignified  clergy  gave 
their  brethren:  that  he  had  always  la- 
mented it,  as  one  of  the  greateft  caufes  of 
the  contempt  wkh  which  the  clergy  are 
too  generally  treated. 

He  was  proceeding;  but  Lady  Davers 
faid-—'  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed  at  their 
'  treatment  of  one  another;  for  if  a  gen- 

*  tieman  of  education  and  learning  can  fo 
'  far  forget  what  belongs  to  his  function, 

*  as  to  accept  of  two  livings,  when  one 
'  would  afford  him  a  handfome  main- 
'  tenance,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  fuch  a 
'  one  would  make  the  moft  of  it,  for  does 
4  he  not  as  good  as  declare,  that  he  takes 

*  it  for  that  very  purpofe?' 

*  I  mufi  not  let  this  argumentproceed/ 
faid  Mr.  B.  *  without  clearing  my  worthy 
'  friend.  He  is  under  no  difficulty  about 

*  holding  the  two.     He  propofes  not  to 
(  do  itj  and,  like  a  good  man,  as  I  al- 
'  ways  thought  him  to  be,  is  of  opinion 
£  he  ought  not  to  do  it :  but  here  is  the 

*  difficult}',  and  all  his  difficulty;  he  is 

*  dellrous  to  oblige  his  good  friend  the 
'  earl,  who  is  very  preMing  to  have  him 

*  near  him:  but  apprehending  that  I  may 
'  take  it  amii's,  if  he  relinquifkes  my  liv- 

*  ing,  he  came  to  afk  my  advice;  and 
'  after  we  had  talked  a  good  deal  of  the 
1  matter,  I  told  him  we  would  refer  it  to 
'   Pamela,  who  was  a  kind  of  cafuift  in 
s  i'uch  matters  of  equity  and  good  order 

*  as  fell  within  the  compafs  of  her  ob- 

*  fervation   and  capacity: — arid  fo,  my 

*  dear,  give  us  your  free  opinion;  for  this 

*  is  a  fubjecl  you  havefpoken  your  miud 

*  to  me  upon  once  before/ 

'  I  am  very  glad.  Sir/  replied  I,  « that 
f-  Mr.  Williams's  own  resolution  was  fo 
<•  conformable  to  what  I  wiflied  it  to  be, 
'  and,  indeed,  expecled  from  his  cha- 
4  racier;  and  t  can  therefore  more  freely 
1  ipeak  my  mind  upon  the  occafion, 
f  though  I  am  but  a  poor  cafuift  neither/ 

4  You  remember,  my  dear/  faid  Mr. 
B.  *  what  you  obferved  to  me  in  favour 

*  of  the  clergy,  and  their  maintenance, 
4  when  we  fell  occafionally  upon  that 
c  Cubjeft  a  while  ago,.    I  found  you  had 
'  considered  the  point,  and  thought  you 

*  fpoke  well  upon  the  occafion.     Let  us 
<  hear  your  opinion  now  upon  it.' 

*  Indeed/  replied  I,  '  I  fay  now,  as  I 
'  then  took  the  liberty  to  fay ,  that  I  have 
(  Co  general  a  good -will  to  the  order,  that 


*  if  my  wifhes  could  have  effec^,  there  is 
'  not  one  of  it,  but  fhould  have  a  hand- 
'  fome  competency ;  at  leafl  fuch  a  one 
1  as  to  let  him  above  contempt;     And 
4  this,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  be  a  great 
'  furtherance  to  the  good  we  expecl  from 
f  them,  in  teaching  the  lower  rank  of 
'  people  (as  well  as  the  higher)  their 
'  duties,  and  making  them  good  fervants, 
'  ajid  ufeful  members  of  the  common - 
'  wealth/ 

*  But,  my  dear^  you  took  notice  of 
f  fome  things)  which  would,  if  you  can 

*  recollecl  them,  be  very  apropos  to  the 
'  fubjeft  we  are  now  upon.* 

*  I  remember,  Sir,  we  were  talking  of 
'  impropriations.     I  took  the  liberty  to 
{  exprefs  myfelf  a  little  earneftly  againll 

*  impropriations ;  and  I  remember  you 

*  flopped  my  mouth  at  once  upon  that 
<  head/ 

*  As  how,  fitter?'  faid  Lady  Davers. 

*  Ay,  as   how,  Mrs.  B.?'    faid  the 
countefs. 

1  Why,  Madam,  Mr.B>  was  pleafed 

*  to  fay,  that  when  the  clergy  would  come 

*  into  a  regulation  for  the  more  equal 
'  and  ufeful  difpofition  of  the  revenues 
'  which  at  prefent  were  in  the  church,  lie 
'  would  be  the  firft  who  would  bring  in 
'  -a  bill  for  reftoring  it  to  all  that  it  had 

*  loft  by  impropriations  and  other  fecu- 

*  larizations,  and  leave  it  upon  the  pub- 

*  lick  to  make  fatisfaftion  to  fuch  of  the 

*  laity  as  would  be  fufferers  by  the  re- 

*  Iteration.' 

*  That  was  not,  my  dear,  what  I 
'  meant/ returned  Mr.  B.  'Youarepnr- 

*  ticularly  againft  difpenfations ;  which 

*  is  the  point  before  us  now/ 

(  I  remember,  Sir,  I  did  fay,  that  as 

*  there  are  fo  many  gentlemen  of  the 

*  function,  who  have  no  provilion  at  all,  I 

*  could  not  wifh  any  one  of  it  Ihould  hold 

*  two  livings  ;  eipecially  if  they  cannot 
4  perform  the  duties  of  both,  and  where 
'  one  wouldafFord  a  tolerable  competence. 
'  Much  lefs,  (I  remember  I  took  the  li- 

*  berty  to  add)  could  I  think  it  excui'a- 
f  ble,  that  a  gentleman  mould  rate  the 
'  labours  of  his  brother,  who  does  entry 
1  thing,  fo  low,  as  is  too  frequently  the 

*  cafe,  and  pay  himielf  fo  well,  for  do- 

*  ing  nothing  at  all/ 

1  This  is  what  I  mean/  returned  Mr. 
B.  c  and  I  thought  you  obferved  very 
'  well  upon  it,  my  dear.  For  my  own 

*  part,  I  have  always  been  of  opinion, 

*  that  the  clergy  who  do  thus,  make  the 
1  beft  i'xcuie  that  can  be  made  for  impro- 

3  E  '  priaiors 
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priatora  and  lay  patrons.  For  here  is 
a  gentleman,  the  Ion  of  a  lay-man,  (I 
fpeak  to  general  cafes)  is  lent  to  the 
uTiiverfity,  and  takes  orders.  He  has 
rntereit,  perhaps,  to  get  two  or  more 
livings,  and  hires  a  perfon,  who  is  as 
deferving  as  himfelf,  but  deftitute  of 
friend?,  at  a  low  rate,  to  do  the  duties 
ot  one  of  diem.  We  will  fuppofe  in 
his  favour,  that  he  has  feveral  children 
to  provide  for  out  of  thefe,  and  makis 
that  his  pretence  for  opprdftng  the  per- 
fon he  em-ploys  to  do  his  own  duty.  Soim- 
of  thefe  children  are  males,  forne  fe- 
males, and  not  one  in  five  of  the  former 
is  bvought  up  to  the  church  5  and  all 
that  he  laves  for  them,  and  gives  them 
out  of  what  he  fqueezes  from  his  un- 
happy brother,  is  if  not  fecularizing,  as 
it  were,  at  leatt  as  far  as  he  can  do  it, 
the  revenues  appi  opriat  ed  to  the  church  ? 
And  can  /^whatever  others  IT.  ay,  blame 
an  impropriatorfor  applying  that  por- 
tion of  the  produce  of  church-lands  to 
kir  lay-family,  which  the  other  intends 
for  the  lay-family  he  is  emleavouring 
to  build  up  ?  Some  one  or  two  of  which 
impro'priator'&  ions  may  poflibly  too, 
'n  order  to  poflefs  the  living  in  their 
father's  gift,  be  brought  up  to  the 
church  :  what  is  the  difference,  I  would 
fain  know  ? 

4  If  the  clergy  were  always  to  have 
done  thus,"  continued  MtvB.  'mould 
\ve  not  have  wanted  many  endowments, 
and  charitable  foundations,  which  we 
now  have  ?  And  I  am  very  ferry  to  have 
reafon  to  fay,  that  we  owe  luch  fort  of 
work?*  more  to  the  piety  of  the  clergy 
of  paft  times  than  to  the  prefent;  for 
now,  let  us  call  our  eye  upon  the  prac- 
tices of  fome  of  onr  prelates;  for  who 
is  it-  that  looks  not  up  firft  for  examples 
to  that  venerable  order?  And  we  mall 
find,  that  too  many  among  them  feem 
more  intent  upon  making  a  family,  as 
it  is  called,  and  thereby  ftcularrzmg,  aTs 
I  obferved,  as  much  as  they  can,  the 
revenues  of  the  church,  than  to  Live  up 
either  to  the  ancient  hofpi?alityr  or  with 
a  view  to  thofe  a6ls  of  jatmificeiice, 
which  were  the  reafon  for  endowing  tht 
church  with  fuch  ample  revenues  as  it 
once  had,  and  ftil-1  has,  were  it  not  fo 
unequally1  diftributed,  and  in  fo  few 


*  Bu  vfear  Sir/  faid  I,  '  what  a  fad'hard- 
iliip  do  the  interim-  clergy  labour  under 
all  this  time?  —  To  be  opprefled  and 
kept  dowiij  by  their  brethren^  antl  by 


'  the  laity  too?  This  is  hard  indeed— 

*  'Tis  pity,  methinks,  this,  at  lealt,  could 

*  not  be  remedied.' 

*  It  will  hardly  ever  be  done,  my  dear. 

*  The  evil  lies  deep;  'tis  in  human  na- 

*  tore,  and  when  that  can  be  mended,  it 
'will  be  better;  but  I  fee  not  how  it  can 
'  be  expefted,  while  thofe  who  have  moft 

*  influence  to  procure  the  redrcfs,   are 

*  moft .  intejserted*  to  prevent  it:   and  the 

*  views  of  others,  afpiring  to  the  fame 

*  power  and  intereft,  make  too  raany  wifii 
'  to  have  things  left  as-they  are;  although 
'  they  have  no  prefent  benefit  by  it.  And 
*•  thole  would  join  in- a  cry  of  the  church  s 
'  danger,  were  th-e  legislature  to  offer  at 

*  a  redrefs.' 

*  'Tis  pity,  Sir,'  faid  I,  ^theconvoca- 
'  tion  are  not  permitted  to  fit.     They 

*  would,  perhaps,  undertake  this  pro- 

*  vince,  and  feveral  others,  for  the  benefit 
'  of  the  whale  body  of  the  clergy;  and- 1 
'   mould  think  fuch  regulations  would 

*  come  beft  from  them.' 

'  So  it  is, my  dear,  would1  they  employ 

*  themfelves,  and  theiv  deliberations,  in 
1  fuch  good  works.    B-ut  'tis  a  fad  thing 
f  to  confider,  that  there  is  little  good  to 

*  be  expected  from  bodies  of  men  in  ge- 
'  neral-j  for  although  an  individual  cares 
'  not  to   puil  down  upon  himfelf  the 

*  odium  of  a  bad  or  unpopular  aclion, 

*  yet  when  there  are  many  to  mare  it 

*  among  them,  I  fee  not,  that  thsy  fcrnplte 

*  doing  things  which  very  little  become 
'  them  to  do.    But,  far  be  it  from  me  to 

*  lay  this  with  a  view  to  convocations  as 
'  convocations:  I  ipeak  what  is  but  too 
'   generally  the  cafe  in  all  bodies  of  men, 
'  whatever,  whether  clergy  or  laity.  And 

*  let  us  look  into  the  greater  or  leffer 

*  corporations  and  focieties  throughout 

*  the  kingdom,  and  we  lhall  find,  if  a 
*•  poor  wittickm  may  be  excufed,  that 

*  bodies  are  really  bodies^  and  act  too 

*  often  as  if  they  had  no  fouls  among 
'  them.' 

*  I  hope,  Sir/  faid  thecoufitefs, '  when 
'  you  judge  thus  hardly  of  bodies,  you 

*  include  the  two-  fupreme  bodies.' 

"  ThouJhaLt  not"  faid  Mr.  B.~ '  I 
'  know  thefe  reverend- gentlemen, '(look- 
ing at  Mr.  Williams  avid  Mr.  Adams^ 

*  will  tell  me,  "  f  peak  evil  of  the  rulers 
"  of  tby  peopk" — But  I  wifh  I  could  al- 

*  ways  defend,  what  I  am  loth  at  an^ 

*  time  to  cenfure.   But  were  you  to  reaif, 

*  or  attend  to  the  debates  in  both  Jioufes, 
6  which  fometimes  happen  in  cafes  almoft 
4  fclf- evident, you  woutd  rlndk-uapoiUblfe 
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«  not  to  regret,  that  you  are  riow-and- 
'  then  under  a  neceflity  to  join  with  the 
'  minority  5 — as  well  in  your  houfe, 

*  Lord  D avers,  as  in  ours.' 

'  I  wifli,  brother/  replied  his  lord- 
fhip,  *  I  could  differ  from  you  with  rea- 
4  ion  :  but  this  always  fwasy  and,  I  fear, 
'  always  wi//&?  fo,  more  oriel's  in  every 

*  leflion,* 

f  But,  to  return  to  our  fir  ft  lubject,' 
faid  Mr.  B.  '  You  know,  my  clear,  how 
'  much  pleasure  I  take  to  hear  your  ppi- 
'  nioR  in  cafes  of  natural  equity :  and 

*  you  muft  tell  us  freely,  what  you  would 

*  advife  yeur  friend  Mr.  Williams  to 
«  do.' 

*  And  muft  I,  Sir,  fpeak  my  mind  on 
'  fuch  a  point,  before  /o  many  better 
1  judges?' 

*  Yes-^ffaV  fad  her  ladyfhip,  (a 
name  me  is  now  pleafed  to  give  me  free- 
ly before  (trangers,  after  her  dear  bro- 
ther's example,  who  is  kindeft,  though 
always  kind,  at  fuch  times)  '  you  mufl  ; 
'  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay  ;««/?.' 

*  \Vhy  then,'  proceeded  I,    *  I  beg 
'  leave  to  afk  Mr.  Williams  onequeliionj 
'  that  is,  whether  his  prefent  parilhio- 

*  ners  do  not  refpe6l  and  efteem  him, 
'  in  that  particular  manner,  which    I 
'  think every-body mult,  who  knows  his 

*  worth?' 

*  I  am  very  happy,   Madam,  in  the 
'  pood  -will  of  all  my  parifhioners,  and 
f  have  great  acknowledgments  to  make 

*  for  their  civilities' to  me.' 

*  I  don't  doubt,'  laid  I,  '  but  it  will 
'  be  the  fame  where-  ever  you  go ;  for 

*  bad  as  the  world  is,  a  prudent  and 

*  good  clergyman  will  never  fail  of  re- 
'  fpeft.     But,   Sir,  if  you  think  your 

*  miniftry  among  them  is  attended  with 

*  good  effects  ;  if  they  elieem  your  per- 

*  fon  with  a  preference,  and  lilten  to  your 

*  doctrines  with  attention;    methinks, 
4   for  their  fakes,  'tis  pity  to  leave  them, 

*  were  the  living  of  lefs  value,  as  it  is  of 

*  more,  than  the  other.  For,  how  many 

*  people  are  there,  who  can  benefit  by 
c  one  gentleman's  preaching,  rather  than 
'  by  another's;  although,  poffibly,  the 
'  one's  abilities  may  be  no  way  inferior 
'  to  the  other's  ?     There  is  a  great  <ieal 
(  in  a  delivery,  as  it  is  called,  in  a  way, 
'  a  manner,    a  deportment,  to  engage 
'  people's  attention  and  liking;  and  as 

*  you  are  already  in  pofleflkm  of  their 

*  efteem,  you  are  lure  to  do  much  of  the 
£  good  you  aim  and  wilh  to  do.     For 
€  where  the  flock  loves  the  ihepherd,  all 


his  work  is  eafy,  and  more  than  half 
done  j  and  without  that,  let  him  have 
the  tongue  of  an  angel,  and  let  him 
live  the  life  of  a  laint,  he  will  be  heard 
with  indifference,  and,  oftentimes,  as 
his  rubicct  may  be,  with  difguft.' 
I  paufcd  here;  but  every  one  being 
illent — 'As  to  the  earl's  friendship,  Sir,* 
continued  I,   '  you  can  belt  judge,  what 
force  that  ought  to  have  upon  you;  and 
what  I  have  mentioned  would  be  the 
only  difficulty  with  me,  were  I  in  Mr. 
Wiiliams's  cafe.     To  be  lure,  it  will 
be  a  high  compliment  to  his  lordfliip, 
and  fo  he  ought  to  think  it,  that  you 
quit  a  better  living  to  oblige    him. 
And  he  will  be  bound  in  honour  to 
make  it  up  to  you.    For  I  am  far  from 
thinking,    that  a  prudent  regard   to 
worldly  interert  mifbecomes  the  cha- 
racter of  a  good  clergyman;  and  I  wilb 
all  fuch  were  fet  above  the  world,  fcr 
their  own  fakes,  as  well  as  for  the  fakes 
of  their  hearers.;  lince  independency 
gives  a  man  refpecl,  befides  the  power 
of  doing  good,  which  will  enhance  that 
refpecl,    and,    of  confequence,    give 
greater  efficacy  to  his  doctrines.' 
The  countefs  mentioned  hereupon,  the 
faying  of  Dr.Fiflier,  Bifhopof  Rochefter, 
who  was  beheaded  in  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry VIII.  becaufe  he  would  not  own  the 
king's  fuprtmacy  :    this  prelate,   being 
offered  a  richer  bifboprick,  would  n-  t 
accept  of  it,  faying,  he  looked  upon  hie 
bifhoprick  as   his  wife;  and  he  mould 
not  think  it  excufable  to  part  with  hi« 
wife  becauie  Jhe  was  poor.  This  brought 
fo  many  reflections  upon  frequent  tranf- 
lations,  and  the  eanieitnefs  with  whit h 
richer  bifliopi  icks  were  fought  after,  that 
I  was  very  lorry  to  hear,  or  to  think* 
there  were  occafion  for  them.     And  I 
did  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  that  as  Mr. 
B.  had  obferved  the  fault  was  in  human 
nature,  and  though" it  was  an  inexcufa- 
ble  one,  perhaps  we  that  cen lured  them, 
might  find  it  hard,  in  their  circumrtances, 
to  refift  the  temptation. 

Mr,  B.  iaid,  he  wirtied,  for  the  fake  of 

fhe  clergy  in  general,  that  there  was  a 

.law  again  It  tranflations;  and  that  all  the 

bifhopricks  in  England  were  made  equid 

hi  revenue:   *  For,   do  we  not  fee,'  laid 

he,  '  that  the  prelates,  almort  to  a  man, 

vote  on  the  fide  of  power  ?     And  by 

this  means,  contribute  not  a  little  to 

make  themfelves  and  the  whole  body 

of  the  clergy,  (fo  numerous,  and  fodc- 

ferving  loo,  as  thofe  of  the  Cl-urcb  of 

3  E  a  « EqelanJ 
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*  Engtattdzre)  a  by- word  to  freethinkers 
'  of  all  denominations,    who  are  ever 

*  ready  to  take  occafion  to  malign  them, 
'  and  their  venerable  order." 

'  Would  you  not,'  afked  Lord  Davers, 
'  have  the  two  primacies  diitinguifhed  in 

*  revenue?' 

«  No,'  (aid  Mr.  B.  'the  diftinaion 
'  of  dignity  and  precedence  would  be 

*  enough,  if  not  too  much ;  for  where 

*  there  is  but  one  poy-,  the  whole  col- 
'  lege  of  cardinals,  leventy  in  number, 
'  are  always  looking  up  to,  and  gap- 
'  ing  after  the  chair :   and  I  would  have 
'  no  temptations  laid  in  the  way  of  good 
'  men  to  forfeit  their  characters,  and 
'  weaken  their  influences,  which  are  of 
'  fo  much  confequence  for  ex  am  pie -fake, 

*  to  the  publick  weal.' 

'  I  think,'  faicl  Lord  Davers,  *  there 
'  was  fome  reafon  for  the  celibacy  of  the 
4  clergy  in  the  Roman  church  at  firft, 
'  although  the  inconveniencies  arifing 
'  from  it  are  too  many  and  too  obvious, 
'  to  wifh  the  reftraint  fo  general.  For 

*  the  provision  for  families  and  children, 
'  furnifhes  fo  natural  and  fo  laudable  a 
'  pretence  to  clergymen  to  lay  up  all  they 
'  can  for  them,    that  their   characters 
'  furfer  not  a  little  on  that  account.' 

'  If  we  look  round  us,'  laid  Mr.  B. 

*  and  fee  how  many  good  and  worthy 

*  families  are  fprung  from  the  cbrgyj 

*  and  look  abroad,  and  fee  what  are  loo 
'  often  the  eife£b  of  celibacy  in  the  Ro- 

*  man  church,  and  the  fcanda],  worfe 

*  than  what  we  complain  of,    thrown 
1  upon  them,  even  by  bigots  of  their  own 

*  communion,  we  mall  have  fufTicitut 
'  reafon  to  condemn  the  celibacy  which 
'  that  church  enioins.     Befides,  a  bad 
'  mind,  an  oppreflive  or  covetous  nature, 
'  will  be  the  fame,  whether  married  or 
'  fmgle  :  for  have  we  not  feen  to  what  a 

*  fcandafons  height  nepotifin  has  been 
'  carried  in  that  church  ?    And  has  not 
'  a  pope  of  a:  private  and  narrow,  fpirit 

*  done  as  much  for  his  nephews  and 
'*  nieces   (and  perhaps  nearer  relations 

'  under  thole  names)  as  he  could  have 

*  done  for  fons  and  daughters  ?  So  Mill 
'  here  top,  we  muft  refoive  all  into  that 
'  eommon  fewer  of  iniquity,  human  na- 
'  ture  ;  and  conclude,  thr.t  a  truly  good 
'  man  will  not  do  a  bad  thing  upon  any 

*  the  neareir.  and  molt  afFecling  confide- 

*  rations;  and  that  a  lad  man  will  never 

*  want  a  pretence  to  difplay  his  evil  qua- 
'  lities,  nor  flatterers  neither  (if  he  has 


power)  to  defend  him,  in  the  worfth* 
can  do. 

*  I  well  remember  the  argument,when 
I  was  at  Rome,  ufed  to  the  pope,  on 
fuch  an  occafion.     His  holinefs  de- 
clared againft  nepotifm,  faying,  that 
he  would  never  look  upon  the  reve- 
nues of  the  church,  as  the  patrimony 
of  his  private  family ;  and  forbad  his 
numerous  relations,  who,  on  his  pro- 
motion, fwarmed  abouthim.withlooks 
as  hungry  as  if  they  were  fo  manvNorth 
Britons,  travelling  fouthward  for  pre-» 
ferment,'—  (that  was  Mr.B.'s  word, 

fpoken  pleafontly)  '  to  think  of  him  in, 
any  other  light,  than  that  of  the  com- 
mon father  of  all  his  people ;  and  as 
having  no  other  relation  but  Merit. 

*  This  was  fetting  out  well,  you'll 
fay  :  but  what  was  the  event? — Why, 
two  thirds  of  his  relations  rufhed  into 
orders  directly;  and  it  was  not  long, 
before  parafites  were  found,to  reprefent 
to  the  holy  father,that  it  was  a  fin  to  de- 
prive the  church  of  fo  many  excellent 
props  and  buttrefles  ;  and  that  for  the 
good  of  the  publick,  he  ought  to  prefer 
them  to  the  firft  dignities;  fo  that  the 
good  man,  overcome  with  their  rea- 
fons,  and  loth  to  continue  in  fo  great  a 
fin,  graced  the  cardinalate  with  one, 
the  epifcopate  with  half  a  dozen,  and 
the  richeft  abbacies  with  afcore  or  two; 
and  the  emperor  having  occafion  to 
make  intereft  with  his  holinefs,  found 
merit  enough  in  fome  of  the  lay  rela- 
tions,to  create  them  princes  and  counts 
of  the  Hoiy  Romnn  Empire.' 

*  ButjSir/faid  I,  (for  I  am  always  ferry 
to  hear  things  laid  to  the  difcredit  of  the 
clergy,  becaufe  I  think  it  is  of  publick 
concern  that  we  reverence  the  function^ 
notwithstanding  the  failings  of  particu- 
lars) '  have  I  not  been  a  filent  witnefs, 
'  that  you  have  made  the  fame  obferva- 

*  tionsonaminifterof  ftate, who,  though 
'  he  mall  bo  perhaps  the  firft  to  blame 
'  this  dilpofition  in  a  clergyman,  will  be 
'  equally  ready  to  pra61;fe  it  himfelf,  to. 
'  relations  and  children,  full  as  worth- 
'  lefs,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  worthy?  — 
'  So  that,  Sir,  this  is  ail  human  nature 

*  ftill ;  a;id  mould  we  not  be  tender  in 
'  our  cenfures  of  the  one,  when  we  are. 
'  fo  ready  to  acquit  the  other?' 

«  There's  this  difference,  Mrs.  B,' 
faid  the  countefs :  f  from  the  one  w^ 
'  expecl  a  better  example ;  from  the  other, 

*  no  example  fit  to  be  followed.     Anct 

<  this 
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'  this  is  one  reafon  that  makes  the  firft 
'  minifter  generally  ib  hated  a  thing  in 
'  all  nations,  becaufe  he  ufualiy  refolves 

*  all  confiderations  into  felf,  and  is  be- 

*  loved  by  nobody,  but  thole  to  whom 

<  he  gives  the  overflowings  of  fuch  be- 

*  nefits,  as  he  has  not  relations  enough 
'  to  heap  them  upon/ 

«  Well,  Mr.  Adams,'  faid  I,  '  if  I 

*  may  be  allowed  to  be  fo  ferious,  does 

*  not  this  mew  the  excellency   of  the 

*  prayer  we  are  taught  by  the  Supreme 
•'  Teacher,  and  that  part  of  it — "  Lead 
«*  us  not  into  temptation  ?"  For  it  feems 

*  too  natural  a   conlequence,    that  no 

*  fooner  are  we  tempted,  butwe^/z-^r 

*  ourf elves  up  to  tvuS 

*  Right,  lifter,'    laid  Lord  Davers  ; 
c  and  this  ends  in  Mr.  B.'s  human  na- 

*  ture  again.' 

*  *  What  remains,  then, 'obferved  Lady 
Davers,  *  but  that  we  take  the  world  as 
«  we  find  it  ?     Give  praife  to  the  good, 
'  difpraife  to  the  bad  j  and  every  one 

*  try  to  mend  one?'' 

«  Yet  I  wifh,'  faid  Mr.  B.  *  fo  over- 

*  tender  are  many  good  clergymen  of 

*  the  failings  in  their  brethren,  which 

*  they  would  not  be  guilty  of  themlc-l  vcs, 
'  that  we  might  avoid  difplealing  them, 
'  if  they  were  to  know  the  freedom  of 
'  this  converfation,when  we  are  fo  well- 

*  difpofed  to  reverence  their  function.' 

*  I    hope   otherwife,'   returned  Mr. 
Williams  \    *  for  it  is  but  giving  due 

*  praife  and  difpraife,  as  my  lady  fays; 
6  and  were  evil  actions  togo  uncenfured, 

*  goed  ones  would  lofe  their  reward  ; 

<  and  vice,  by  being  put  upon  a  foot 

*  with  virtue  in  this  life,  would  meet 
'  with  too  much  countenance.' 

*  But  give  me  leave,'  ref timed  Lady 
Davers,  *  to  interpofe  a  little  in  the  mat - 
'  ter  we  have  departed  from,  that  of  the 

*  curate  and  difpenfation ;  and  when  I 
'  have  delivered  my  fentiments,  I  infift 
'  upon  it,  that  Mrs.  B.  will  as  freely 
'  give  us  hers,  as  if  I  had  been  liler.t. 

'  Difpenfations  are  ufual  things.  Mr. 
'  Williams  may  pay  a  young  gen  tie - 

*  man  handfomely  ;  and  the  cenfure  we 
'  have  parTed  is  only  upon  fuch  as  do»o/. 
'  To  a  young  man  at  firft  felting  out,  a 

*  good  curacy  will  be  very  acceptable. 
'  If  he  has  merit,   it  will  put  him  in  a 
f  way  of  mewing  it,  and  he  may  raife 
*.  himfelfby  it.     If  he  has  not,   he  will 

*  not  deferve  more.  And  Mr.  Williams 
'  may  marry,  perhaps,   and  have  a  fa- 
f  jr.ily  to  provide  for.     His  opportuni- 


ties may  not  always  be  the  fame  :  the 
earl  may  die,  and  he  mould  be  excufed 
if  he  makes  the  beft  ufe  of  his  intereft 
and  favour,  for  the  very  reafon  Mrs. 
B.  gave,  that  as  he  is  a  good  man,  it 
will  ftrengthen  his  influences: — and, 
come,  brother,  you  know  I  am  always 
for  prefcrilnng:  here  is  a  worthy  young 
gentleman  in  my  eye,  who  won't  take 
it  amifs  to  begin  with  a  curacy:  and 
you  fhall  givzyour  difpenfation,  pre- 
vious to  the  legal  one,  on  condition, 
that  Mr.  Williams  will  permit  you  to 
prefent  his  curate  :  and  thus  all  will 
be  refolved.' 

Both  the  gentlemen  bowed,  and  Mr. 
Williams  was  going  to  fpeak:  but  Mr. 
B.  faid — '  Take  my  fitter  at  her  word, 
'  Pamela,  and  if  you  have  any  thing  to 
1  fay  to  this  fcheme,  fpeuh  it  freely,  as 
'  if  her  ladylhip  had  been  filent;  for,  I 
'  perceive,  by  your  downcaft  eye  anct 
'  lilence,  you  could  fay  fomething  if  you 

*  would.' 

*  Ay,  pray  do/  faid  my  lady.  *  I 
'  love  to  hear  you  fpeak.  You  always 
'  make  me  think  of  fomething  I  had  not 

*  conlidered  before.' 

'  I  am  very  loth  to  fay  any  thing  on 

*  fo  nice  a  iubjecl.     Indeed  it  would  not 

*  become  me.     There  is  fo  much  gene- 
c  rofity  and  benevolence  in  my  good  la- 
4  dy's  fcheme,  that  I  ought  not.' 

'  Ought  not  /'  repeated  my  deared 
friend,  interrupting  me,  '  none  of  your 
4  ought  nots ;  I  know  you  are  always 

*  forming  in  your  mind  notions  of  right 

*  and  wrong,    in  the  common  cafes  of 
f  life.     Let  us  therefore  have  your  opi- 
'  nion  in  this  matter  more  fully  than  you 

*  have  hitherto  given  it ;    and  deliver  it 
'  too  without  hciitatiou,  and  with  that 
'  eafe  and  freedom,  which  are  born  with 

*  you  5  for,   I  can  tell  you,  that  were 

*  we,  through  the  corruption  of  human 
'  nature,  to  lofe  the  dillinftions  of  right 
'  and  wrong,  I  know  not  where  we  could 

*  apply  ourielves,  but  to  fuch  as  you,  to 

*  recover  them.' 

I  bowed,  and  faid — *  If  you  will  have 
f  it  fo,  Sir,  it  mult  be  fo  ;  and  I  will 
'  then  befpeak  all  your  kind  allowances, 
(calling  my  eye  around  me,  toeach  per- 
fon)  '  and  tell  you  all  I  think  upon  this 
'  matter  ;  and  when  I  have  done,  fubmit 
'  my  poor  fentiments,  as  becomes  me, 

*  to  your  fuperior  judgments. 

'  Thus  then,    I  would  fay— Pardon 

'  me,  Madam,    for  taking  your  Indy- 

1  flap's  words  for  my  theme,   as  I  re- 

*  member 
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member  them ;  and  hardly  any  thing 
falls  from  your  ladyfhip  that  I  do  not 
remember  —  'That  difpenfations  are 
ufual  things-*— I  am  fare  I  am  going  to 
difplay  my  ignorance,  becaufe,  know- 
ing nothing  of  their  original  or  defign, 
I  muft  preiume  them  to  be  very  ancient 
in  this  kingdom,  and  introduced  only 
when  there  were  fewer  clergymen  than 
benefices.  Was  there  ever  fuch  a 
time  ?' 

They  fmiled — c  Nay,  now,  you  would 
command  me,  Sin,  to  fpeak,  when  I 
need  to  do  nothing  eife,  to  expofemy- 
felf.  There  was  a  time,  as  I  have 
read,  that  there  were  fo  few  fcholars, 
that  the  benefit  of  clergy  was  allowed 
to  tome  fort  of  criminals  who  could  do 
no  more  than  read,  becaufe  the  com- 
monwealth could  Ul  fpare  learnedmen, 
and  thought  it  right  to  encourage  the 
love  of  letters — And  might  there  not 
be  a  time,  then,  when  difpenfations 
were  allowed  to  worthy  men,  becaufe 
it  was  difficult  to  find  enow  of  fuch  as 
deferved  that  character,  to  fill  the 
church  preferments  ?' 
«  Tell  us,  Pamela,1  faid  Mr.  B.  « whe- 
ther you  do  not  intend  this  as  a  fat  ire 
upon  the  praftice  ?  Or,  is  it  really  your 
pretty  ignorance,  that  has  made  you 
pronounce  one  of  the  fcvereft  cenfures 
upon  it,  that  could  be  thought  of  ?* 
I  fmiled,  and  faid — *  Indeed,  Sir,  I 
think  only  fome  fuch  reaibn,  or  a 
worfe,  muft  be  the  original  of  difpen- 
fations  ;  for,  is  it  right,  that  one  gen- 
tleman mall  have  two  or  three  livings, 
the  duties  of  no  more  than  one  of  which 
heran  perfonally  attend^  while  fo  many 
are  deltitute  of  bread,  almoft,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  contempt,  the  too  frequent 
companion  of  poverty  ?  And  what 
though  cnftom  may  have  fanclified  it, 
to  be  fure  that  is  all  that  can  j  and  a 
good  man  will  not  do  all  he  may  do 
without  incurring  a  penalty,  becaufe 
there  is  in  every  thing  a  right  and  a 
wrong j  and  becaufe,  be  the  cuftom 
what  itwill,  a  man  mould  regulate  his 
aclions  by  his  confcience  and  the 
golden  rule. 

*  My  good  lady  fays,  Mr.  Williams 
may  pay  a  gentleman  handfomely  :  I 
don't  doubt  but  Mr.  Williams  would 
do  ibj  and  this,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it, 
would  be  doing  what  is  not  fo  often 
done  as  one  would  wifh.  But  I  may 
be  permitted  to  aflc,  For  'what  would 
hjB  p*y  the  gentleman  handfomely  ?— 


'  Why,   for  doing  that  duty  for  him, 

*  which  in  confcience  and  honour  he 

*  ought  to  do  himlVlf,  and  which,  when 
'  he  takes  inftitution  and  induction,  he 

*  engages  foleranlyto  do  ? — And  pray, 

*  excufe  me,  my  dear  Every-body'— -that 
was  my  foolifh  word,  which  made  them 
fmile — <  to  what  end  is  all  this? — Only, 
'  that  the  gentleman  who  does  all  the 
'  labour  in  the  vineyard,  mall  live  upon 
'  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  pounds  per  an- 
f  num,  more  or  lefs,  while  the  gentle- 

*  man  who  has  beji  nothing  but  beft  in  - 
'  tereft,1  (another  of  my  foolifliphraJes) 
4  fliall  receive  twice,  and  perhaps  three 
'  rimes  the  fum  for  doing  nothing  at  al). 

*  Can  any  difpenfation,  my  dearfriends, 
'  make  this  a  juft  or  equitable   thing. 
'  Indeed,  if  the  living  be  fo  poor,  as  too 
'  many  of  them  are,  that  a  man  cannot 
f  comfortablyand  creditably fubfift with- 
'  o\it  putting  two  poor  ones  together  to 
'  make  one  tolerable  one,  that  is  another 

*  thing.— But  pray  now,  my  good  Mr. 

*  Williams,  excuie  me,  if  Mr.  Adams 
'   can  live  upon  a  curacy  of  forty  or  fifty 
'  pounds  a  year,  cfinnot  another  gentle- 

*  man  live,  unlefs  his  reclory  or  vicarage 

*  bring  him  two  or  three  hundred  ?  Mr. 

*  Adams  may  rnarry  as  well  as  Mr. 
'  Williams  ;  and  both,    I  believe,  will 
1  find  God's  providence  a  better  reli- 
1  ance  than  the  richeft  benefice  inEng- 
<  land. 

4  A  good  curacy,  no  doubt,'  conti- 
nued I,  *  may  be  a  comfortable  thing;  at 
'  fettingout  to  a  young  gentleman:  but 
'  if  here  be  a  reclory  or  vicarage,  of  two 

*  hundred  pounds  a  year,  for  example, 
1  (for  if  it  be  of  no  more  value  than  a  good 
'  curacy,  he  mufi  be  content)  is  not  that 

*  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  the  reward 

*  for  doing  fuch  and  fuch  labour?  And  if 
'  this  be  the  dated  hire  for  this  labour,  to 

*  fpeak  in  the  Scripture  phrafe,  Is  not 
«  the  labourer  worthy  of  bis  hire  ?  Or 

*  is  he  that  does  not  labour  to  go  away 
1  with  the  greateft  part  of  it  ? 

*  If  the  gentleman,  my  lady  is  pleafed 
'  to  fay,  has  merit,  this  curacy  may  put 
«  him  in  a  way  of  mewing  it.     But  does 
'  the  manifestation  of  merit,  and  the  re* 

*  ward  of  it,  always  go  together  ? 

*  My  lady  is  fo  good  as  to  obferve— 
'  But  may  I,  Madam,  be  excufed  ?* 

*  Proceed,   proceed,  child! — I  (hall 

*  only  have  a  care  of  what  I  fay  before 

*  you  for  the  future,  that's  all.' 

*  And  I  too,'  laid  Mr.  H,  which  rn?de 
them  {mile. 

' 
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*  Nay,  now,  my  lady—' 

«  Proceed,  I  tell  you— I  only  wonder, 

*  as  my  brother  has  faid,  on  another  oo 
«  cation,  where  thou  gotteft  all  theft;  equi- 

*  table  notions.' 

*  My  lady  is  fo  good  as  to  obferve,* 
proceeded  I,  (for  they  were  pleated  to  be 
attentive)  *  that  Mr.  Williams  mould 

make  ufe  of  his  opportunities.  I  know 
her  ladyfhip  fpeaks  this  rather  in  ge- 
nerous indulgence  to  the  ufual  prac- 
tice, than  what  always  ought  to  be  the 
chief  conlkleration ;  for  if  the  earl 
mould  die,  may  not  fome  other  friend 
ariie  to  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  William  s's 
merit  ? 

*  As  to  (lengthening  of  a  good  man's 
influence,  which  is  a  point  always  to 
be  wiihed,  I  would  not  fay  fo  much  as 
I  have  done,  if  I  had  not  heard  Mr. 
Longman  fay,  and  I  am  lure  I  heard  it 
with  great  p'leafure,  that  the  benefice 
Mr.  Williams  fo  worthily  enjoys,  is 
a  clear  two  hundred  arid  fifty  pounds 
a  year. 

*  But  after  all,  does  happinefs  to  a 
gentleman,  a  fcholar,  a  philofopher, 
reft  in  a  greater  or  letter  income  ? — On 
the  contrary,  is  it  not  oftener  to  be 
found  in  a  happy  competency  or  me- 
diocrity?   Suppoie  my  dear  Mr.  B. 
had  five  thoufand  pounds  a  year  added 
to  his  prefent  large  income,  would  that 
increafe  his  happineis  ?  That  it  would 
add  to  his  cares,  is  no  queftion  ;   but 
could  that  addition  give  him  one  tingle 
comfort  which  he  has  not  already?  And 
if  the  dear  gentleman  had  two  or  three 
thoufand  lefs,  might  he  be  lefs  happy 
on  that  account  ?    No,  furely,  for  it 
would  render  a  greater  prudence  on 
my  humble  part  neceiTary,  and  a  nearer 
infpeftion,  and  greater  frugality,  on 
his  own  j  and  he  mult  be  contented  (if 
he  did  not,  as  now,   perhaps,  lay  up 
every  year)  fo  long  as  he  lived  within 
his  income — And  who  will  fay, that  the 
obligation   to  greater  prudence   and 
otconomy  is  a  misfortune  ? 

*  The  competency,  therefore,  the  gold- 
en mean  is  the  thing ;  and  I  have  of- 
ten confidered  the  matter,  and  endea- 
voured to  fquare  my  actions  by  the  re- 
fult  of  that  consideration.     For  a  per- 
fon,  who  being  not  born  to  an  eftate, 
is  not  fatisfiedwith  a  competency,  wiH 
probably  not  know  any  limits  to  his 
defires.     One  whom  an  aequiiition  of 
one  hundred  or  twohundred  pounds  a 
year  will  not  fatisfy,  will  hardly  fit 


*  down  contented  with  any  fum.     For 

*  although  he  may  propofe  to  himfelf  at 
«  a  diftance,  that  fuch  and  fuch  an  ac- 
'  quiiition  will  be  the  height  of  his  am- 
'  bition  j  yet  he  will,  as  he  approaches  to 
'  that,  advance  upon  himielf  farther  and 

*  farther,  and  know  no  bound,  till  the 

*  natural  one  is  forced  upon  him,  and 

*  his  life  and  his  views  end  together. 

'  Now  let  me  humbly  beg  pardon  of 

*  you  all,  ladies  and  gentlemen,'  turning 
my  eye  to  each  j  '  but  moft  of  you,  my 

*  good  lady,  whofe  obfervations  I  have 
'  made  fo  free  with.     If you  can  forgive 

*  me,  it  will  be  an  inftance  of  your  good- 
'  nefs,  that  I  may  wifh  for,  but  hardly 

*  can  promife  to  myfelf.     Will  you,  my 

*  dear  lady?1  faid  I,   and  laid  my  hand 
upon  her  ladymip1  s,  in  a  fupplicatory 
manner ,  for  me  tat  next  me. 

*  I  think  not,"  faid   her  ladymip.  *  I 
'  think  I  ought  not.— Should  I,  brother? 

*  —Can  I,  my  lord  ? — Ought   I,  my 
'  lady  countefs  ? — Brother,  brother,  if 

*  you  have  been  in  any  degree  conti  ibut  - 

*  ingtothe  excellency  of  this — whatfhall 

*  I  call  her  ?  How  cunningly  do  you  a6l, 

*  to  make  her  imbibe  your  notions,  and 

*  then  utter  them  with  fuch  advantage, 
'  that  you  have  the  fecret  pride  to  find 

*  your  own  fentiments  praifed  from  her 

*  mouth  ?  But  I  will  forgive  you  both, 
'  be  it  as  it  will  ;  for  I  a»i  fure,  outdone 
'  as  I  ain,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed, 

*  and  by  fo  young  a  gipfey,' — that  was 
her  word  j  '  it  is  by  one  that  would  out- 

*  do  every  body  elfe,   as  well  as  rnt ; 

*  only  I  would  except  your  ladymip.' 

*  None  of  your  exceptions,  Lady  Da- 

*  vers,'  replied  the  countefs—'  I  know 

*  not,  in  lb  young  a  lady,  whether  I 

*  mould  moft  envy  or  admire  her  excel- 
«  knee/ 

*  Well,  but  fince  I  have  the  pleafure," 
refumed  I, '  to  find  my felf  forgiven,  may 

*  I  be  indulged  a  few  moments  prattle 

*  more  ?  Only  juft  to  obferve,  that  the 

*  ftate  of  the  cafe  I  have  given,  is  but 

*  one  fide  of  the  queftion  5    that  which  a 
'  good  clergyman,    in  my  humble  opi- 

*  m'on,  would  choofe  to  act.     But  when 
'  we  come  to  the  other   lide,   what  k 
4  would  be  kind  we  of  the  laicty  mould 

*  think  fit  and  a£l  by  them,   that  is  an- 
'  other  thing.     For,  when  we  think  of 
'  the  hardftups  the  clergy  lie  under,  more 

*  than  almoft  any  other  body  of  men,  we 
c  mall  fee  they  are  intitled  to  better  uiage 
'  than  they  often  meet  with. 

*  Her<%  in  the  firlt  place,  a  youth  Is 

'  lent 
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fent  to  the  univerfity,  after  a  painful 
courfe,  te  qualify  him  for  it.  He  en- 
dangers his  health,  and  impairs  his 
conftitution,  by  hard  ftudy,  and  a  fe- 
dentury  life :  and  after  he  has  patted 
fuch  a  number  of  years,  he  is  admitted 
into  orders,  perhaps  gets  a  fmali  fellow - 
fliip,  turns  tutor,  a  painful  employ- 
ment, and  his  education  having  been 
dcfigned  for  all  his  portion,  and  that 
expended  in  it,  he  at  laft,  by  intereft  or 
favour,  gets  a  curacy  or  little  living  of 
forty,  fifty,  or  iixty  pounds  a  yearj  if 
lefs,  fo  much  the  worfej  and  is  obliged 
to  maintain  himfelf  in  a  genteel  ap- 
pearance out  of  that,  and  be  fubjecl, 
not  feidom,  to  the  jells  of  buffoons  and 
rakes  at  a  great  man's  table,  wheie  the 
parfon  is  too  often  the  butt  to  receive 
the  iuppoied  witty  fliafts  of  fuch  as  can 
allow  themfelves  to  fay  any  thing.  If 
he  manic?,  which  poffibly  too  he  is 
kept  from,  contrary  to  his  wifhes,  of 
all  men  he  is  the  leal!  to  follow  his  own 
liking  j  fmce  prudence  too  often  obliges 
him  to  take  the  perfon  his  inclination 
would  not. 

'  If  children  follow,  what  melancholy 
views  has  he  of  providing  for  them,  did 
not  his  ftrong  reliance  on  Providence 
exercife  his  faith  againil  worldly  ap- 
pearance ? 

*•  Then  he  has  too  often  to  contend  for 
his  dues,  the  produce  of  his  poor  in- 
come, withchurlifh  andignorant  fpirits, 
whom  his  function  would  make  him 
wilh  to  fmooth  and  inftrucl:  j  who  though 
they  farm  and  pay  to  the  landlord  for 
no  more  than  nine  tenths  of  the  lands 
they  occupy,  hardly  think  it  a  fin  to 
cheat  the  parfon  of  his  tythe;  who, 
however,  has  the  fame  right  to  it  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  as  the  gentleman  has 
to  the  eflate,  or  the  tenant  to  the  pro- 
duce of  his  farm. 

'  This  obliges  the  poor  gentleman  to 
live  in  a  (late  of  war  among  a  people, 
with  whom  both  his  duty  and  inclina- 
tion would  make  him  defirous  to  culti- 
vate-a  good  underftanding.  And  what 
benefits  can  refult  from  his  miniftry  in 
fuch  a  fituation,  when  the  people  to  be 
inftrucled  look  upon  him  as  an  invader 
of  their  fubftance,  at  the  very  time  that 
they  are  robbing  him  of  what  is  legally 
his? 

«  In  the  next  place,  I  prefume  to  think, 
that  the  clergy  are  too  much  looked 
upon  by  fome  as  a  detached  body,  a<  I 


may  fay,  from  the  reft  of  the  people, 
and  as  perfon  s  acting  upon  a  feparate 
intereft,  quite  oppofite  to  that  of  the 
laity:  when,  poflibly,  that  very  churl, 
who  refufes  them  their  right,  or  would 
cheat  them  of  it,  lias  a  view  to  bring 
up  one  of  his  family  to  the  church,  and 
hopes  to  get  him  provided  for  out  of 
it's  revenues.  And  are  not  the  clergy, 
moreover,  the  fathers,  the  fons,  the 
uncles,  the  brothers  of  the  laity,  who 
mall  <et  themfelves  againft  their  main- 
tenance? And  muit  their  education 
debar  them  of  thole  comforts,  which 
it  better  (qualifies  them  to  enjoy,  and 
which  it  incapacitates  them  any  ether 
way  to  procure? 

*  Forgive  me,'  looking  all  round  me, 
and  curt  Tying  when   I  call  my  eye  on 
Mr.  B.  *  for  entering  fo  deeply  into  this 

fubiect,  I  have  often  heard  my  excel- 
lent lady  who  had  a  great  veneration 
for  good  clergymen,  talk  to  this  pur- 
pofe  with  a  lady  who  had  very  different 
ientiments  from  hers  5  and  I  have  not 
been  uied  to  forget  any  thing  that  fell 
from  her  lips/  Mr.  B.  and  Lady  Da- 
ers  bid  me  proceed ;  I  co\ild  not,  my 
ady  faid,  have  had  a  better  inftru£lrefs. 

*  Whatopportun-'ty,'  refumed  I, '  have 
not  the  laity  in  general,  of  all  degrees 
and  ranks,  to  make  their  lives  eafy  and 
happy,  to  what  the  clergy  have  ?  Here 
is  a  middling  family,  with  three  or  four 
ions :  fuppofe  the  father's  circumftances 
will  allow  him  to  bring  up  one  to  the 
lanv:  what  opportunities  has-6.?,  unen- 
Vied,  to  make  a  fortune  ?    Another  is 
brought  up  to  trade ;  if  l.e  has  but  to- 
lerable fuccefs  in  the  world,  in  what 
eafe  and  affluence  does  he  fupport  him- 
felf, and  provide  for  his  family?  And 
as  to  i\\Qpbyftck  tine,  what  fortunes  are 
raifcd  in  that  ?  And  nobody  envies  any 
of  thefe.     But  the  ion,  whofe  inclina- 
tion mall  lead  him  perhaps  bejl  to  de- 
ferve,    and   tnojl  to  require    an  eafy 
and  comfortable  fubfiftence,  and  who 
ought  wholly  to  devote  himfelt  to  the 
duties  of  his  function,  is  grudged  every 
thing,  and  is  treated  as  if  he  were  not 
a  fon  of  the  fame  family,  and  had  not  a 
natural  right  and  ftake.  in  the  fame 
commonwealth. 

'  There  are,  'tis  true,  preferments,  and 
fome  great  ones,  and  honours  too,  in 
the  church  j  but  how  few,  compared  to 
the  numbers  of  the  clergy,  o-r  to  thoft 
livings  which  are  fo  poor,  as  can  hardly 

*  let 
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fet  a  mati  above  penury  and  contempt? 
— An-.l  how  are  thole  few  ingrafted  by 
the  defendants  or  dependants  of  the 
rich  and  powerful?  And,  what  by 
commendams,  difpenfations,  and  fuch- 
like  contrivances,  how  does  one  man  of 
intereit  and  addrefs  fwaliow  up  the  pro- 
vifion  which  was  defigned  for  feveral, 
as  deferving,  perhaps,  at  Icalt,  as  him- 
Jeif?  Forj  my  good  lady,  (you  barot 
forgiven  me,  and  muft  not  bedifpleaf- 
ed)  a  man's  friends  may  die  off,  and  he 
muft,  you  know,  make  the  bejl  of  his 
opportunities^ 

*  O  you  dear  fauce-box,  as  my  bro- 
ther  calls  you! — How  dare  you,  by 
that  arch  pretty  look,  triumph  over  me 
thus  ? — Let  me,  brother,  give  her  a  flap 
for  this ! — Fin  lure  ihe  deferves  it.' 

'  I  think  me  «.a  little  infolent,  indeed, 
LadyDavers.  But  to  the  cafe  in  hand. 
There  is  ib  much  truth  in  what  Pamela 
fays,  of  the  hardfhips  to  which  the 
clergy,  the  inferior  clergy  particularly, 
are  fubjeSled,  that  I  wonder  any  gen- 
tleman  who  can  choofe  for  himfelf,  and 
has  no  probable  profpect,  fiiould  enter 
into  orders,  under  fuch  difcourage- 
ments.' 

'  I  humbly  conceive,  Sir,'  faid  I, c  that 
there  can  be  but  one  good  inducement, 
and  this  is  what  the  Apoftle  hints  at  in 
thefe  woids — "  If  in  this  lift  only  ive 
have  hope,  ive  are  of  all  men  moft 
mifsrable" 

<  Well,'  laid  Mr.  B.  <  by  how  much 
this  is  their  motive,  by  ib  much  are 
they  intitled  to  that  better  hope  j  and 
may  k  never  deceive  them  ! 

*  But  I  have  the  pleafure  *:o  acquaint 
this  company,  that  I  had  a  mind  only 
to  hear  what  Pamela,  who,  as  I  hinted, 
talked  to  me  learnedly  on  this  very  iub- 
ject  a  few  days  ago,  wo-jld  fay,  when 
me  came  face  to  face,  to  her  two  worthy 
friends,  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Adams, 
(and  fo  I  defired  Mr.  Williams  would 
let  her  run  on,  if  I  could  fet  her  into 
the  fubject) — elfe  my  old  acquaintance 
was  refolved  not  to  hold  both  livings, 
fince  either,  he  was  fo  good  as  to  fay, 
would  afford  him  as  handfrme  a  pro- 
vifion  as  he  wiflied  for  5  jjjs  only  diiH- 
culty  being  about  obliging  th?  earl,  or 
whether  he  mould  not  diioblige  me,  if 
he  complied  with  that  nobleman's  re- 
queuV 

;  Indeed,  Madam/  faid.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams,  *  this  is  the  very  cafe  j  and  after 


'  what  I  have  heard  from  you,  I  would 

*  not,  for  the  world,  have  been  of  another 
'  mind,  nor  have  put  it  xippn  any  other 

*  foot  than  I  did.1. 

t  You  are  a  good  man,'  faid  I;  '  and 
'  I  have  fuch  an  opinion  of  your  woithi- 
'  nefs,  and  the  credit  you  do  your 

*  function,  that  I  can  never  fufpect  either 

*  your  judgment  or  your  conduct..  But 

*  pray,  Sir,  may  I  alk,  what  have  you 

*  determined  to  do  ?' 

*  Why,  Madam,'  replied  he,  '-I  am 
1  Daggered  in  that  too,  by  the  obferva- 

*  tion  your  ladymip  made,  that  where  a 
1  man  has  the  love  of  his  parifliioners,  h» 
'  ought  not  to  think  of  leaving  them.'    . 

'  Elfe,  Sir,  I  find  you  was  rather  Jn- 

*  clined  to  oblige  the  earl,  though  the 

*  living  be  of  lefs  value!    This  is  very 
'  noble;  Sii'5  it  is  more  than  generous.'. 

<  My  dear,'  faid  Mr.B.  <  111  tell  you^ 
e  (for  Mr.  Williams's  modclly  will  not 

*  let  him  fpeak  it  before  all  the  company) 
'  what  is  his  motive;  and  a  worthy  one 

*  you'll  fay  it  is.     Excufe  me,  Mr.  Wil- 
'  Hams;' — for  the  reverend  gentleman, 
blulhed. 

*  The  earl  has  of  late  years — we  all 

*  know  his  character — 'given  himfeif  up 
'  tocarouling,  and  he  \yill  fuffer  no  man 

*  to  go  from  h>i  table  Ibber.    Mr.  Wil-* 

*  liams  has  taken  the  liberty  to  expoilu- 

as  became  his  function,  with  his 
f  lord/hip  on  this  fubjecl,  and  upon  ibma 

*  other  irregularities,  in  fo  agreeable  a 
'  manner,  that  the  earl  lias  taken  a  great 
'  liking  to  him, and  prcmifes,  that  h,"  will 

*  fufFer  his  reafonings.  to  have  an  eitlit 
'  upon  him,  and  that  he  iliail  reform  his 

*  whole  houiehcld,  if  he  will  come  and 
'  live  near  him,  and  regulate  his  table  by 

*  his  own  example. 

*  The  countefs  is  a  very  good  lady, 
'  and  privately  prefles  Mi\  Williams  to 

*  oblige  the  earl:  and  this  is  our  worthy 
c  friend's  main  inducement  j    with  the 
'  hope,  which  I  mould  not  forget  to  men* 
'  tion,  that  he  has,  of  prel'erving  untaint* 
'  ed  the  morals  of  the  two  young  gen- 

*  tlemen,  .the  earl's  fons,  who,  he  fears, 

*  will  be  carried  away  by  the  force  cf 
'  fuch  an  example:  and  he  think- , 

'  earl's  living  has  fallen,  mine,  pioba- 

*  bly,  will  be  better  fuppliqd  than  ths 
c  curl's,  if  he,  as  he  kindly  ofrers,  vrires 

*  it  me  back  again  j  ctlierwife  th--  earl, 
'  as  hv  apprehends,  will  find  out  fur  his, 

*  feme   gentleman,   if  fiuh  a  one  c,-:n 

*  bi  f&ur.d,  as  will  nitljtr  furiher,  than 

3  F  •  obftruct 
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«  obftruit  his  own  irregularities;  as  was 
«  the  unhappy  cafe  of  the  laft  incum- 
«  bent.' 

'  Well,1  faid  Lady  Davers,  (and  fo 
faid  the  cowitefs)  '  I  ftviH  always  have  the 
'  higheft  refpea  for  Mr.  Williams,  for 
'  a  conduct  ib  genteel  and  fo  prudent.— 
'  But,  brother,  will  you — and  will  you, 

*  Mr.  Williams — put  this  whole  affair, 

*  in  all  itvs  parts,  into  Mrs.  B/s  hand?, 

*  fince  you  have  fuch  teftirnonies,  both  of 
'  you,  of  the  rectitude  of  her  thinking 
'  and  acting  ?' 

*  With  all  my  heart,  Madam,'  replied 
Mr.  Williams  ;  (  and  I  (hall  be  proud  of 
*'  fuch  a  direction/ 

'  What  fay  you,  brother  ?  You  are  to 
'  fuppofe  the  living  in  your  own  hands 

*  again;  will  you  leave  the  whole  matter 

*  to  m^Jifar  here?' 

«  Come,  my  dear,1  faid  Mr.  B.  « let  n* 
f  hear  how  you'd  wifh  it  to  be  ordered. 

*  I  know  you  have  not  need  of  one  mo- 

*  ment's  cohfideration,  when  once  you 

*  are  a^miftrefs  of  a  point.' 

«  Nay,'  faid  Lady  Davers, '  that  is  not 

*  the  thing.    I  repeat  my  demand :  mail 

*  it  be  as  Mrs.B.  lays  it  out,  or  not  ?' 

*  This  is  a  weighty  matter,  my  good 
'  fitter;  and  bad  as  I  have  been,  I  think 

*  patrons  are  accountable,  in  a  great 
'  meafure,  for  the  characters  of  the  per- 

*  fons  they  prefent;  and  I  do  alluie  you, 
•*  that  had'l  twenty  livings  in  my  gift,  I 

*  mould  think  I  ought  not.  to  prefer  my 

*  brother  to  any  one  of  them,  if  his  mo- 
'  rals  and  character  were  not  likely  to  do 
'  honour  to  the  church,  as  well  as  to  my 
'  prefentation.     And  I  expected  to  hear 
'  from  Pamela,  when  Hie  was  enume- 

*  rating  the  hardihips  of  the  clergy,  of 
'  thatfcandalous  practice of  fome patrons 
1  who  rob  the  regularly-bred  clergymen^ 

*  by  jmihing  into  orders  fome  kinfman, 

*  or  friend ,  or  friend's  kinfman  or  friend, 
f  when  a  living  falls  in,  let  his  character 

*  or  qualifications  be  ever  fo  faulty  and 

*  defective.     I  could  name  feveral  fuch 

*  ihftances,  that  ought  to  make  the  or- 
'.'  dainers,  as  well  as  the  ordained,  blufl); 

*  as  (were  I  to  borrow  one  of  Pamela* £ 

*  ferious  inferences,  I  would  lay)  it  will 
'  one  day  make  them  both  tremble  >  when 
c  they  come  to  give  an  account  of  the 
(  truth  committed  to  them.* 

'  Vv'eiV  laid  my  la<ly, l  I  have  a  noble 
.  *  brother,  that's  true.     What  pity  you 

*  ever  were  wicked  at  all !  But,  come/ 
iind  1-iM  pt^rhand  upon  mine,  *  this  fame 

c    . .  :  •  1  wiil  be  z  bleffing  to  you :  nay, 


*  why  faid  I,  otf;7/  be  ?   me  is ;  and  the 

*  greateft  that  man  can  receive. — But 
4  it;  11 1  muft  have  you  put  this  matter  intd 
'  Mrs. B.'s  hands.' 

*  Conditionally  I  will — Provided  I  can-r 
'  riot  give  fatisfactory  reafons,  why  I 

*  ought  not  to  conform  to  her  opin  ion  j'for 

*  this,  as  I  faid,  is  a  point  of  confcience 
'  with  me;  and  I  made  it  fo,  when  I  pre- 

*  fented  Mr.  Williams  to  tb.  living;  and 

*  have  not  been  deceived  in  that  pre- 

*  fentation.* 

*  To  be  fure,'  faid  I,  «  that  is  very 
'  reafonable,  Sir;  and  on  that  condition, 

*  I  mall  the  lefs  hefitate  to  fpeak  my 
'  mind,  becaufe  I  mail  be  in  no  danger 
'  to  commit  an  irreparable  error.' 

,  *  I  know  well,  Lady  Davers,'  added 
Mr.  B.  '  the  power  your  fex  have  over 
'  ours,  and  tlieir  fubtle  tricks ;  and  fo 
1  will  never,  in  my  weakeft  moments,  be 
'  drawn  in  to  make  a  blindfold  promife. 

*  There    have    been    feveral   inftances, 

*  both  in  ffcred,  and  profane  ftory,  of 
c  mifchiefs  done  by  fuch  fnrprizes :   fo 

*  you  muft  allow  me  to  fufpect  myfelf, 
'  when  I  know  the  dear  flut's  power  over 
'  me,  and  have  been  taught,  by  the  in- 

*  violable  regard  me  pays  to  her  own 
'  word,  to  value  mirie — And  now,  Pa- 

*  mela,  fpeak  all  that's  in  your  heart  to 
«  fay/ 

*  With  your  rfquifite  condition  in  m $ 
f  eye,  I  will,  Sir.     But  let  me  fee,  that 
'  I  ftate  the  matter  right.  And,prepara- 

*  tive  to  it,  pray,  Mr.  Williams,  though 

*  you  have  not  been  long  in  poffeflion  of 

*  this  living,  yet  may-be  you  can  com- 

*  pute  what  it  is  likely,  by  what  you 

*  know  of  it,  to  bring  in  clear  ?' 

'  Madam,'  laid  he,  '  by  the  beft  cal- 
^  dilation  I  can  make,  (I  thank  you  for 
'  it,  good  Sir)  it  may,  one  year  with  ano- 

*  ther,   be  i-eckoned  at  three   hundred 
f  pounds  per  annum:  it  is  the  beft  living 
4  within  twenty  miles  of  it,  having  been 

*  improved  within  thefe  two  lalt  years/ 

*  If  it  was  five  hundred  pounds,  and 

*  would  make  you  happier, — (for  that, 
'•  Sir,  is  the  thing)  I  fliould  wifh.  it  you,1 
faid  I, '  and  think  it  fhort  of  your  merits. 

*  But  pray,  Sir,  what  is  the  earl's  living 
'  valued  at?' 

*."  At, .about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
1  p'dffitK,  Madam/ 

«  Well  then,'  replied  I,  very  pertly, 

*  I  believe  now  I  have  it. 

1  Mr.  Williams,  for  motives  moft  ex- 

*  cellently  worthy  of  his  function,  in- 
<  times  to  furrcnder  up  to  Mr.  B.  his 

*  living 
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living  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num, and  to  accept  of  the  earl's  living  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  per  an  - 
num.    Dear  Sir,  I  am  going  to  be  very 
bold;  but  under  your  condition  never- 
thelels :' — let  the  gentleman  to  whom 
you  mall  prefent  the  living  of  F.  allow 
eighty  pounds  per  annum  out  of  it  to 
Mr.  Williams,  till  the  earl's  favour 
mail  make  up  the  difference  to  him, 
and  no  longer. — And — but  I  dare  not 
name  the  gentbman: — for,  how,  dear 
Sir,  were  I  to  be  fo  bold,  fhall  I  pait 
with  my  chaplain  ?' 
*  Admirable!    moil  admirable  !'  faid 
Lord  and  Lady  Davers,  in  the  fame  words. 
Thecountefs  praifed  thedecifion  too;  and 
Mr.  H.  with  his  '  Let  me  be  hang'd,' 
and  his  '  'Fore  Gads,1  and  iuch  exclama- 
tions natural  to  him,  made  his  plaudits. 
Mr.  Williams  faid,  he  could  wifh  with 
all  his  heart  it  might  be  fo;  and  Mr. 
Adams  was  fo  abafhed  and  iurprifed,that 
he  could  not  hold  up  his  head;— but  joy 
danced  in  his  filent  countenance  tor  all 
that. 

Mi\  B.  having  he fi fated  a  few  minutes, 


or  do.  But  I  wifli,  for  the  fake  of 
what  I  have  been  witnefs  to  of  Mr. 
Adams's  behaviour  and  modefty,  that 
iuch  a  thing  could  be  done  for  him.' 
Mr.  Adams  bowed,  and  laid — '  O  my 
good  ladies  1  'tis  too,  too  conllderabie 
a  thing: — I  connot  expect  it — I  do 
not — it  would  be  preiumption  it  I 
did.' 

Juii  then  re-entered  Mr.  B.  and  Mr, 
Williams  ;  the  firft  with  a  llately  air,  the 
other  with  a  more  peace-portending  i'mile 
on  his  countenance. 

But  Mr.  B.  fitting  down — '  Well, 
Pamela/  faid  he,  very  gravely,  *  I  ice, 
that  power  is  a  dangerous  thing  in  any 
hand.' — *  Sir,  Sir  i'  laid  I,—'  My  dear 
lady,'  whifpering  to  Lady  Davers,  '  I 
will  withdraw,  as  I    faid  I  would, * 
And  T  was  getting  away  as  fail  as  I 
could  :  but  he  aroie,  and  coming  up  to 
me,  took  my  hand — *  Why  is  my  charmer 
*  fo  foon  frightened  ?'  faid  he,  molt  kind- 
ly ;  and  ilill  more  kindly,  with  a  noble 
air,  preffed  it  to  his  lips.     c  I  muft  not 
'  carry  my  jell  too  far  upon  a  mind  fo 
apprehenfive,  as  I  otherwise  might  be 


Lady  Davers  called  out  for  his  objection,      '  inclined  to  do.'     And  leading  me  to 


or  confent,  according  to  condition,  and 
he  laid — *  I  cannot  fo  foon  determine  as 

*  that  prompt  ilut  did.     I'll  withdraw 

*  one  minute.' 

He  did  fo,  as  I  found  afterwards,  to 
advife,  like  the  conilderate  and  genteel 
Joint  he  polTeiTes,  with  Mr.  Williams, 
whom  he  beckoned  out.  and  to  examine 
whether  he  was  in  earneft  willing  to  give 
it  up,  or  had  any  body  he  was  very  de- 
firous  fhould  fucceed  him;  telling  him, 
that  if  hehad,he  thought  himfelf  obliged, 
in  return  for  his  worthy  behaviour  to 
him,  to  pay  a  particular  regard  to  his  re- 
(commeudation.  And  fo  being  anfweicd 
as  he  defired,  in  they  came  together 
again. 

But,  I  mould  fay,  that  his  withdraw- 
ing with  a  very  ierious  afpeft,  made  me 
afraid  J  had  gone  too  far :  and  I  faid, 
before  they  came  in — '  What/itf//  I  do, 
if  I  have  incurred  Mr.  B/s  anger  by 
my  over-forwardnefs!— Did  he  not 
look  difpieafed  ? — Dear  ladies,  if  he  be 
fo,  plead  for  me,  and  I'll  withdraw, 
when  he  comes  in;  for  I  cannot  1'tand 
his  anger :  I  have  not  been  ufed  to  it.' 
c  Never  fear,  Pamela,'  faid  my^ady; 
he  can't  be  angry  at  any  thing  you  fay 


Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Williams,  he  laid, 
taking  Mr.  Williams's  hand  with  his 
left,  as  he  held  mine  in  hisright — *  Your 
worthy  brother  clergyman,Mr.  Adams, 
gives  me  leave  to  confirm  the  cleciiion 
of  my  dear  wife,  and  you  are  to  thank 
her  for  the  living  of  F.  upon  the  *ccn- 
dition  (he  propoied;  and  may  you  give 
but  as  much  fatisfacHon  there,  as  you 
have  done  in  this  family,  and  as  Mr. 
Williams  has  given  to  his  flock  ;  and 
they  will  then,  after  awhile,  bepleaied 
as  much  with  your  miniltry,  as  they 
have  hitherto  been  with  his.' 
Mr.  Adams  trembled  with  joy, and  faid, 
he  could  not  tell  how  to  bear  this  excefs 
oi  goodneis  in  us  both:  and  his  coun- 
tenance and  his  eyes  gave  teltirn.  on.y  of  a 
gratitude  that  was  too  high,  for  further 
expreflion. 

As  for  myfelf,  you,  my  honoured  and 
dear  friends,  who  know  how  much  I  am 
always  railed  (even  out  of  myfelf,  as  I 
may  fay)  when  I  am  made  the  difpenfeY 
of  acls  of  bounty  and  generality  *to  the 
deferring;  and  who  now,  infiead  of  in- 
curring blame,  as  I  had  apprehended, 
found  myfelf  applauded  by  every  one, 
and  molt  by  the  gentleman  whole  ap- 


*  This  condition  Mr.  Williams  generoufly  renounced-  afterwards,  left  it  fliould  have  a 
firaoniacal  appearance.     See  Vol.  IV.  Letter  XLI. 
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probation  I  chiefly  coveted  to  have  :  you, 
I  lay,   will  judge  how  greatly  I  mutt  be 


'But  I  was  {till  more  affected,  when 

Mr.  B:  directing  himfelf  to  me,  and  to 

Mr.  Williams,-  at  the  fame  time,  was 

pleafed  to   Iky — <  Here,  my  dear,  you 

thank  this   good  gentleman  for 

..ling  you  to  give  fuch  a  ihinhig 

*  proof  of' your  excellence:  and  when- 
«  ever  I  put  power  into  your  hands  for 

*  the  future,   act  but  as  you  have  now 

*  dene,  and  it  will  be  ivnpofnble  that  I 

*  ihculd  have  any   choice  or  will  but 
'  yours/ 

4  O  Sir,'  faid  I,  prefling  his  hand  with 
iny  lips,  forgetting  how  many  witneiTes 
I  had  of  my  grateful  fondnefs,  '  how 
'  /hall  I,  opprefTed  with  your  goodnefs, 
'  in  fuch  a  fignal  inftance  as  this,  find 

*  words  equal  to  the  gratitu  Jeof  my  heart ! 
(  —But  here/  patting  my  bofom,  '  jult 

*  here,  they  ftick  ; — and  I  cannot — ' 

And,  indeed,  I  could  fay  no  more; 
and  Mr.  B.  in  the  delicacy  of  his  ap- 
prehenlivenefs  for  me,  led  :ne  into  the 
r.ext  pi-.rlour ;  and  placing  himfelf  by  me 
pn  the  fettee,  laid — '  Take  care,  my  beft 
beloved,  that  the  joy,  which  overflows 
c'.car  heart,  for  having  done  a  be- 
r.efv.-ent  action  to  a  deferving  gentle- 
man, does  not  affect  you  too 'much/ 
My  LadyPavcrs  followed  us:  '  Where 
is  my  ungclick  lifter?1  faid  me.  «  I 
hive  a  iKare  in  her  next  to  yourfelf, 
my  noble  brother/  And  clafping  me 
to  her  generovis  bcibrn,  fne  ran  over  with 
expicfilons  of  favour  to  me,  in  a  ftyle 
and  words,  which  would  fuffcr,  were  I 
to  endeavour  to  repeat  them.  • 
,  Coffee  bejng  ready,  we  all  three  re- 
turnM  to  the  company.  My  Lord  Da- 
vers  was  pleafed  to  make  me  a  great  many 
complhr;£nu,  and- fo  did  Mr.  H.  after 
his  manner.  But  the  cpuntefs  exceeded 
berfelf  \ a  goodnefs . 

Mr.  Williams  itemed  fo  pleafed,  or, 
rather,  fo  elated,  with  the  deferred  ac- 
(Cj. .ration  his  wo. thy  conduct  had  met 
\vith,  thatit  (hewed  he  was  far  from  re- 
penting at  the  generous  turn  the  matter 
had  taken  in  favour  of  Mr.  Adams  :  On 
the  contrary,  he  congratulated  him  upon 
it,  telling  him,  he^ would  introduce  him, 
when  his  generous  patron  thought  pro- 
per, to  his  new  parifhioners,  and  would 
read  prayers  'for-  him  at  Iris  firft  preach- 
ing. '  And  I  think,  Mr.  Adams,'  faid 
fo,  '  fincg  this  happy  affair  has  been 


'  brought  about  from  the  ccr.verfat-ion 

*  upon  difpenfations,  you  and  I,  both  by 
'  our  example  and  our  arguments,  muff, 

*  on  all  occafior.s,  difcredit  that  prac- 
'  tice  ;  fmce,  as  my  lady  has  obferved, 

*  God's  providence  is  a  better  reliance 
'  than  the  richeft  benefice  in  England  ; 
'  and  fince,  as  her  ladymip  has  allo  ob- 
'  ferved,  we  ought  not  to  look,  beyond  a 

y  competency,   as  if  in  this  life 
t  only  ive  had  hope.'' 

*  My  lady/  faid  Mr.  Adnms,  'hss 

*  given  me  many  leflbns  relating  to  dif- 

*  ferent,  parts  of  my  duty,   botu   as  a 
'  Chriftian  and  a  clergyman,  that  will 
'  not  only  furniih  me  with  rules  for  my 
<  future  cond:;6"b,  but  with  fubie&s  tor 
'  the  belt  fermons  I  fliall  ever  be  able  to 
4  ccmpofe/ 

Mr.  B.  'was  pleafed  to  fay — 'It  is  a 

*  rule  with  me,  not  to  leave  till  to-inor- 

*  row  what  can  be  done  to-day: — ar.d 
'  I'jberi)  my  dear,  do  you  propofe  to  qif- 
1  penie  with  Mr.  Adams's  good  oflices 

*  in  your  family  ?  Or  did  you  intend  to 
'  induce  him  to  go  totown  with  i:£?' 

'  I  had  not  propofed  any  thing,  Sir, 
'  as  to  that;  for  I  had  not  aiked  your  kind 
'  direclion :  but  the  good  dean  will  fup- 
'  ply  us,  I  doubt  net;  and  when  we  let 
'  out  for  London,  Mr.  Adams  will  be 

*  at  full  liberty,  with  his  worthy  friend, 
'  Mr.  Williams,   to  purfue  the  happy 
'  fcheme,  which  your  goodnefs  has  per-' 
'  mitted  to  takeefTecl/ 

'  Mr.  Adams,  my  dear,  who  came 
'  fo  lately  from  the  univerlity,  can,  per- 
'  haps,  recommend  fuch  another  young 

*  gentleman  as  himfelf,  to  perform  the 

*  functions  be  ufed  to  perform  in  your 

*  family/ 

I  looked,  it  feems,  a  little  grave,  and 
Mr.  B.  faid—'  What  have  you  to  offer, 
'  Pamela  •—  What  have  I  faid  arnifs  ?' 

'  Ami  Is !  dear  Sir! — * 

*  Ay,  and  dear  Madam  too !     I  fee 

*  by  your  baihful  ferioufnefs,  in  place  of 

*  that  frniling  approbation  which  yoa 
'  always  Ihexv  when  I  utter  any  thing 

*  you  zntirely  approve,  that  I  have  faid 
'  fomething  which  would  rather  meet 

*  with  your  accfuiefcence,  than  choice. 

*  So,  as  I  have  often  told  you,  none  of 
'  your  referves  :  and  never  befitate  to  me 

*  your  confent  in  any  thing,  while  you 

*  are  fure  I  will  conform  to  your  wifhes, 

*  or  purfue  my  own   liking,   as  either 

*  mall  appear  reafonable  to  me,  when  I 
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'  '«  Why  then ,  dear  Sir,  vvhr.t  I  had  pre- 
'  fumed  to  think,  but  1  fubmit  it  to  your 

*  better  judgment,  was,  whether,  fmce 
'  the  gentleman  who  is  fo  kind  as  to  af- 
«  fill  us  in  our  family  devotions,  in  fome 

*  meafure  afts   in   the  province   of  the 
'  worthy  dean,  it  were  not  right,  that 
4  ourownparifh  miniiter,  whether  here 

*  or  in  London,  fheuld  name,  oratlealt 

*  approve  our  naming,  the  gentleman  ?' 

*  Why  could  not  I  have  thought  of 

*  that,  as  well  as  you,  fauce-box  ? — Lady' 

*  Davers,  I  am  intirely  on  your  fide :  I 

*  think  me  deferves  a  Hap  now  from  us 
«  both/ 

'  I'll  forgive  her,'  faid  my  lady, «  fmce 

*  I   find  her  fentiments  and  actions  as 

*  much  a  reproof  to  others  as  to  me.* 

'  Mr.  Williams,  did  you  everthink,'' 
faid  Mr.  B.  '  it  would  have  come  to 

*  this? — Did  youeverknowfuchafaucy 

*  gii  1  in  your  life? — Already  to  give  her- 
'  felfthelc  reproaching  airs  ?' 

*  No,  never,  if  your  honour  is  pleafed 
'  to  call  the  moft  excellent  lady  in  the 
'  world  by  fuch  a  name,  nor  any  body 
<  elie.' 

*  Pamela,  I  charge  you,1  faid  the  dear 
gentleman,  '  if  yov/iufy  for  it,  be  fcine- 
'  times  in  the  wiong,  that  one  may  not 

*  always  be  taking  it  (Tons  from  fuch  an 

*  affurance;   but,    in  our   turns,    have 

*  fomething  to  teach  jou.' 

'  Then,  dear  Sir,1  faid  I,  *  mufti  not 

*  be  aftrange  creature?  For  how,  when 

*  you,  anomy  good  ladies,  arecontinu- 

*  ally  giving  me  fuch  charming  exam- 

*  pies,  can  I  do  a  wrong  thing  ?' 

Mr.  H.  faid,  let  him  be  bang "d  if  he 
would  not  marry,  as  foon  as  ever  he 
could  get  any  body  to  have  him.1 

'  Foolifh  fellow!"  faid  Lady  Davers, 
'  do'ft  think  that  thou'lt  meet  with  fuch 

*  a  wife  as  that,  when  thou  marrieft  ?' 

*  Why  not,  Madam  ? — For  if  I  am 

*  not  fo  good  as  Mr.  B.  now  is,  I  have 

*  not  been  fo  bad  neither  as  he  was  for- 
1  merlyj — excufe  me,  Sir: — and  fo  I 
'  may  Hand  a  chance.' 

«  A  chance  !'  faid  my  lady — '  that's 

*  like  thee. — Didft  ever  hear  of  fuch  an 

*  one  as  (he?' 

'  I  never,1  faid  he,  and  fell  a  laughing, 

*  faijj  fuch  an  one,  I  own.     And  take 
'  that,  my  good  lady,  for  calling  me 
'  fw&Jb  felfcw.'' 

*  There's  not  the  reproach  in  thy  an- 

*  fwer  that  thou  intendeft,  except  to  thy 
'  own  grinning  infolence,'  faid  her  lady- 
frip;  (fcvere  enough,  but  foiling)  '  that 


c.  makes  thee  think   tbat  a   resection, 

*  which  is  none  in  this  cafe.' 

'  Egad,  Madam,  you're  always  hard 
'  upon  me  !  I  can  ihy  nothing  topleafe 

*  you.   While  every  body  elle  gives  and 

*  receives  compliments,  I  can  come  in 

*  for  nothing  \svtf mtijbfelfavo  with  your 

*  ladylhip/ 

*  NepfieV,'    laid  my  lord,  laughing, 

*  I  think  you  come  in  for  a  large  parr, 

*  and  a  facetious  one  coo  :  for  when,  you're 

*  prefent,   and  conversion  takes  a  ie- 

*  rious  turn,  you  make  an  excellent  cha- 

*  racier  to  fetus  cli  a  laughing.' 

He  got  up,  and  'bowed  veiy  low  :  *  I 

*  thank  your  iordihip.— You  might  as 

*  well  have  called  me  a  jack-pudding  in 
• '  plain  words ; — but  then  I  would  have 

'  looked  upon  YOU  all  as  fo  many  moun- 
'  tebanks ! — There  I  have  you,'  faid  he; 
and  fell  a  laughing. 

The  countefs,  (huddering,  faid-— 
'  Dear,  clear  Mr.  H.  be  filent,  I  befeeoh 
•'  you,  whenever  we  are  ferious:  for  you 

*  tear  one  from  the  feaft  of  fouls  to  the 

*  froth  of  bodies.' 

I  hope  you  will  forgive  riie,  my  dear, 
for  being  ib  tedious  on  the  aforegoing 
iubie6t,  and  it's  moil  agreeable  conclu- 
fion.  It  is  an  important  one,  becaule 
feveral  perlbns,  as  conferrers  or  receivers, 
have  fo'^nd  their  pkafure  and  account  in 
it;  and  it  would  be  well,  if  converihtion. 
were  often  attended  with  like  happy  con- 
feqnences.  I  have  oiie  merit  to  plead  in 
behalf  even  of  my  prolixity;  that  in  re- 
citing the  delightful  conferences  I  have 
the  pleafure  of  holding  with  oxir  noble 
guefh  and  Mr.  B.  I  am  careful  not  to 
write  twice  upon  one  topick,  although 
feveral  which  I  omit,  may  be  more  wor- 
thy of  your  notice  than  thole  I  give  ;  fo 
that  you  have  as  much  variety  from  me, 
as  the  nature  of  the  facls  and  cafes  will 
admit  of. 

But  here  I  will  conclude,  having  a 
very  different  fubjeft,  as  a  proof  of  what 
I  have  advanced,  to  touch  in  my  next. 
Till  when,  I  -dm your  mojl  affcElionate 
and  faithful 

P.  B. 
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I  Now  proceed  with  my  journal,  which 
I  brought  down  to  Tuefday  evening  j 
and  of  courfe  I  begin  with 
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Towards  the  evening  came  Sir  Jacob 
6\vynford,onhorfeback,  attended  by  two 
fervants  in  liveries.  I  was  abroad;  for 
j  had  got  leave  for  a  whole  afternoon,  at- 
tended by  my  Polly;  which  time  I  parted 
in  vi filing  no  lefs  than  four  feveral  poor 
ikk  families,  whole  hearts  I  made  glad. 
But  I  fho.uid  b.e  too  tedious,  were  I  to 
give  you  the  particulars;  and  befides,  I 
have  a  brief  lift  of  cafes,  which  when 
you'll  favour  me  with  your  company,  I 
may  (hew  you;  for  I  have  obliged  my- 
fett *,  though  not  defired,  to  keep  an  ac- 
count of  what  I  do  with  no  lefs  than  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  that  Mr.  B.  al- 
lows me  to  expend  in  acts  of  charity  and 
benevolence. 

Lady  Davers  told  me  afterwards,  that 
Sir  Jacob  carried  it  mighty  (tiff  and  for- 
»nal,  when  he  alighted.  He  ftrutted  about 
the  court-yard  in  his  boots,  with  his 
whip  in  his  hand;  and  though  her  lady- 
jfaip  went  to  the  great  door,  in  order  to 
welcome  him,  he  turned  (hort,  and, 
whittling,  followed  the  groom  into  the 
Aable,  as  if  he  had  been  at  an  inn,  only, 
inftead  of  taking  off  his  hat,  pulling  it's 
broad  brim  over  his  eyes,  for  a  compli- 
ment. In  (he  went  in  a  pet,  as  (he  fays, 
faying  to  the  countefs — '  A  furly  brute 
'  he  always  was!  My  uncle!  He's  more 
*  of  an  hoftler,  than  a  gentleman ;  I'm 
'  relblved  I'll  notftir  to  meet  him  again. 
c  And  yet  the  wretch  laves  refpecl  from 
'  others,  though  he  never  practifes  com- 
'  mon  civility  himfelf/ 

The  countefs  faid,  (he  was  glad  he 
was  come,  for  (he  loved  to  divert  her- 
ielf  with  fuch  odxi  characters  now- and  r 
then. 

And  now  let  me  give  you  a  (hart  de- 
fcription  of  him  as  I  found  him,  when  I 
cam.e  in,  that. you  may  the  better  con- 
ceive what  fort  of  a  gentleman  he  is. 

He  is  about  fijcty-five  years  of  age,  a 
.coajrf?,ftrorig,  big-boned  mvm,  with  large  . 
irregular  features  j  he  has  a  haughty  fu- 
perciiious  look,  a  fwaggering  gait,  and 
a  perfon  not  at  all  befpeaking  one's  fa- 
vour in  behalf  of  his  mind ;  and  his 
ifcind,  as  you  (hall  hear  by-and-bye,  not 
clearing  up  thofe  prepofTeilions  in  his  dif- 
favour,with  which  his  perfon  and  features 
at  firft  ftrrke  one.  His  voice  is  big  and 
furly  5  his  tves  little  -and  fiery  j  his  mouth 


large,  with  yellow  and  blackifli 
of  teeth,  what  are  left  of  which  being 
broken  off  to  a  tolerably  regular  height^ 
looked  as  if  they  were  ground  dowa  to 
his  gums,  by  ccaltiut  uie.  But  with  all 
thefe  imperfections,  he  has  an  air  that 
fets  him  fomewhat  above  the  mere  vul- 
gar, and  fuch  as  makes  one  think,  that 
half  his  difadvantages  are  rather  owing 
to  his  own  haughty  humour,  than  to 
nature  j  for  he  feems  to  be  a  perfect  ty- 
rant at  firft  fight,  a  man  ufed  toprefcribe, 
and  not  to  be  prefcribed  to  ;  and  has  the 
advantage  of  a  mrewd  penetrating  look, 
which  yet,  methinks,  feems  rather  ac- 
quired than  natural. 

After  he  had  feen  his  horfes  well  ferv- 
ec4?  and  put  on  an  old-iauuoned  gold- 
buttoned  coat,  which  by  its  frefhnefs 
fnewed  he  had  been  very  chary  of  it,  a. 
better  wig,  but  in  itiff  buckle,  and  a  long 
iword,  (tuck  itifHy,  as  if  tlirough  his 
coat  lappets,  in  he  came,  and  with  an  im- 
jxjrious  air  entering  die  parlour  —  '  What, 
'  nobody  come  to  meet  me!'  fai'd  hej 
and  fainting  herladyftiip  —  •  How  do  you 

*  do,  niece?'  and  looked  about  haugh- 
tily, (he  fays,  as  if  he  expected  to  fee  me. 

My  lady,  preferring  the  countefs,  laid 
—  *  The  Countefs  of  C.  Sir  Jacob  !"—  • 

*  O,  cry  mercy!'  laid  he  j  '  your  molt 
'  obedient  humble  fervant,  Madam.  I 
'  hope  his  lorctyhip  is  well.' 

f  At  your  iervice,  Sir  Jacob.' 
*  I  wifli  he  was,'    (aid  he,  bluntly  ; 
'  he  mould  not  have  voted  as  he  did  luit 
'  feflions,  I  can  tell  you  that.' 

4  Why,   Sir  Jacob,'   (aid  (he,  «  fer- 

*  wants,  in  this  free  kingdom,  don't  al- 
6  ways  do  as  their  maflers  would  have 
«  'em.'" 

«  Mine  do,  I  can  tell  you  that,  Ma- 


*  Right  or  wrong,  Sir  Jacob?' 

'  It  can't  be  wrong  if  I  command 
*  them.' 

*  Why,  truly,  Sir  Jacob,  there's  ma- 
'  ny  a  private  gentleman  carries  it  higher 
'  to  a  fervant,  than  he  caa'es  his  pru:c£ 
'  mould  to  him  :  but  I  thought,  'till  now, 
'  'twas  the  king  only  could  do  no  wrong.' 

*  But,  Madam,  I  always  take  care  to 
'  be  light.' 

*  Agoodreafon  —  becaufe,  I  dare  fay, 
'  you  never  think  you  can  be  in  the 
'  wrong.' 

*  Your  lady/hip  mould  fpare  me  :  I'm 
4  but  juft  come  off  a  JQurney.     Let  me 
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<  turn  myfelf  about,  and  I'll  be  up  with 
you,  never  fear,Madam.— But  where' s 
my    nephew,     Lady   Davers  ?    And 
where1  s   your  lord  ?    I  was  told  you 
were  all  here,  and ybungH.  too,  upon 
a  very  extraordinary  occalion ;   ib  I 
was  willing  to   fee  how  caufes  went 
among  you,  and  what  you  were  about. 
It  wilf  be  long  enough  before  you  come 
to  fee  me.' 

'  My  brother,  and  Lord  Davers,  and 
«  Mr.  H.  are  all  rid  out  together.* 

*  Well,  niece,'  itrutting  with  his  hands 
behind  him,  and  his  head  held  up — *  Ha! 
«  —He  has  made  a  fine  kettle  on't — 

*  han't  he! — 'Sbldod,*   (that  was  his 
profligate  word)  '  that  ever  fuch  a  rake 

*  fhould  befo  caught! — They  tell  me, 

*  flic's  plaguy  cunning,  and  quite  i'mart 

*  and  handfome*— But  I  wifh  his  father 

*  were  living. — Yet  what  could  he  have 

*  done  ?  Your  brother  was  always  un- 

*  manageable.      I  wifli  he'd  been  my 

<  fon  5 — by  my  faith  I  do  ! — What !  I 

*  hope,  niece,  he  locks  up  his  baby,  while 
«  you're  here !  You  don't  keep  her  com- 

*  pany,  do  you  ?' 

«  Yes,   Sir  Jacob,  I  do ;  and  you'll 
«  not  fcruple  to  do  fo  too,  when  you  fee 

<  her.' 

*  Why,  thou  countenanced  him  in  his 

*  folly,  child  ;  I'd  a  better  opinion  of 
c  thy  fpirit  ?  Thou  married  to  a  lord, 
«  and  thy  brother  to  a — Canft  tell  me 

*  what,  Barbara  ?  If  thou  ca-nft,  pr'ythee 
«  do.' 

*  To  an  angel ;  and  fo  you'll  fay  pre- 
«  fently.' 

<  What,  deft  think  I  mall  look  through 
1  his  foolifh  eyes? — What  a  difgrace  to 

*  a  family  ancienter  than  the  Conqueft! 

*  — 0  Tempora !  O  Mores !  What  will 
'  this  world  come  to  !' 

The  countefs  was  diverted  with  this 
odd  gentleman,  but  ran  on  in  my  praife, 
for  fear  he  mould  fay  feme  rude  things 
to  me  when  I  came  in  ;  and  Lady  Da- 
vers feconded  her.  But  all,  it  Jeems, 
fi^nified  nothing.  He  would  tell  us  both 
his  mind,  let  the  young  whelp,  that  was 
his  word,  take  it  as  he  would.  *  And 
pray,'  faid  he,  *  can't  I  fee  this  fine 
body  before  he  comes  in  ?  Let  me  but 
turn  her  round  two  or  three  times,  and 
afkher  a  queftion  or  two;  and  by  her 
rmfwers  I  mall  know  what  to  think  of 
her  in  a  twinkling.' 
'  She  is  gohetotake  a  little  airing,  Sir 
Jacob-,  and  won't  be  back,  till  fupper- 


*  Supper-time!  Why,  me  is  not  to  fit 
<  down  at  table,  is  fhe  ?  If  flie  does,   1 

*  won't ;  that's  pofitive. — But  now  you 

*  talkof  fupper,  what  have  you  ? — I  muft 
f  have  a  boiled  chicken,  and  fhall  eat  it 

*  all mylelf . — Who's  houfe-ketper  now? 

*  I  fuppofe  all's  turned  up- fide  down." 

*  No,  there  is  not  one  new  fervant, 
'  except  a  girl  that  waits  upon  her  own 
'  peribn  :  all  the  old  fervants  are  conti- 

*  nued.' 

*  That's  much  !  Thefe  creatures  gtt- 

*  nerally  Jake  as  great  ftate  upon  them 

*  as  a  born   lady :    and  they're  in  the 

*  right.     If  they  can  make  the  man  ftoop 
c  to  the  great  point,  they'll  hold  his  noie 
'  to  thegrind-ftone,  never  fear  ;  and  ail 

*  the  little  ones  come  about  in  courle.' 

*  Well,  Sir  Jacob,  when  you  fee  her, 
'  you'll  alter  your  mind.' 

*  Never,  never  I  that's  pofitive/ 

'  Ay,  Sir  Jacob,  I  was  as  pofitive  as 
c  you  once;  but  I  love  her  now  as  well 
'  as  if  flie  was  my  own  filter.' 

*  O  hideous,  hideous  ! — Tell  it  not  in 
'  Gath;  for  thou'lt  make  the- daughter* 
'  of  Philiftia  triumph!  All  the  fools  that 

*  he  has  made  wherever  he  has  travelled, 
(  will  clap  their  hands  at  him,  and  at  you 
'  too,  if  you  talk,  at  this  rate. — But  let 
1  me  fpeak  to  Mrs.  Jervis,  if  me  be  here: 
4  I'll  order  my  own  fupper.' 

So  he  went  out,  faying,  he  knew  the 
houfe,  though  in  a  better  miihefs's  days. 

The  coumefs  faid,  if  Mr.  B.  kept  his 
temper,  as  fhe  hoped  he  would,  "thtre 
would  be  good  diveriion  with  the  old 
gentleman. 

*  O  yes,'  faid  my  lady,  '  my  brother 
{  will,  I  dare  fay.     Hedefpiies  the  (iiiljT 
f  brute  too  much  to  be  angry  with  hiin, 

*  let  him  fay  what  he  will.' 

He  went,  and  talked  agreat  deal  agaihft 
me  to  Mrs.  Jervis.  You  may  guefs, 
my  dear,  that  fhe  launched  out  fn  my 
praifcs  ;  and  he  was  offended  at  her,  a?id 
laid — *  Woman  !  woman  !  forbear  thefe 
6  ill-timed  praifes:  hci'biith's  a  difgrace 

*  to  our  family.      What !    my   filter's 

*  waiting-rnaid,  taken  upon  chanty  1  I 

*  cannot  bear  it.' 

I  mention  all  thefe  tilings,  as  the  lad ie? 
afterwards  told  them  to  me,  becaufe  it 
mall  prepare  you  to  judge  what  a  fine 
time  I  was  likely  to  have  of  it. 

When  Mr.  B.  and  my  Lord  Davers, 
and  Mr.  H.  came  home,  which  they  did 
about  half  an  hour  after  fix,  they  \v\ve 
told  who  was  there,  juft  as  they  'entered 
the  parlour-,  ^n'd  Mr.  B.  ftniled  at  Lord 

D avers. 
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Davers,  and  entering— *  Sir  Jacob,'  faid 
he,  *  welcome  to  Bedford  fm re  !  and 
'  thrice  welcome  to  this  houie!  I  rejoice 

*  to  lee  you/ 

My  lady  lays,  never  was  fo  odd  a. 
fig1.: re  as  the  old  baronet  made,  when 
thus  accoittd.  '  He  itood  up  indeed; 
hut  as  Mr.  B.  offered  to  take  his  hand, 
he  put  '  'him — '  isot that 

'  you  know  of,  Sir  I" — And  then  look- 
ing up  at  his  face,  and  down  at  his  feet, 
three  or  four  times  r'uccerhvely — '  Are 

*  you  my  brother's  Ion  ?  That  very  in- 
«  dividual   fon,  that  your  good  father 

*  ufed  to  boaft  of,  and  fay,  that  for  hand- 
e  fomeperfon,  tr ;:e  courage,  noblemind, 
'  was  not  to  be  matched  in  any  three 

*  counties  in  England  ?' 

*  The  very  fame,  dear  Sir,    that  my 
'  honoured  father's  partiality  ufed  to 

*  think  he  never  praifed  enough/ 

*  And  .what  is  all  of  it  come  to  at  laft ! 

*  — He"p"#id  well,  did  he  not,  to  teach  you 

*  to  know  the  world  ? — Ad's  life,  ne- 
'  phew !  had  it  thou  been  born  a  fool,  or 

*  a  raw  ^reenhead,ior  a  doating  grcy- 
«  head—' 

«  What  then,  Sir  Jacob  ?' 
'  What  then?  Why  then  thou  would  ft 
'  have  done  juft  a*  thou  haft  done  !' 
'  Come,  come,  Sir  Jacob,  you  know 

*  not.  my    inducements.       You    know 
4  not  what  an  angei  I  have  in  perfon  and 
'  mind.     Your  eyes  mall  by-and-bye 

*  be  bleft  with  the  fight  of  her :  your  ears 
«  with  hearing  her  fpeak:  and  then  you'll 
'  call  all  yoa  have  faid,  profanation.' 

1  What  is  it  I  hear!— What  is  it  I 
'  hear  ! — You  talk  in  the  language  of 
'  romance ;  and  from  the  h ou fe- keeper 
f  to  the  head  of  the  houfc,  you're  all 

*  itark  ftaring  mad. — By  my  foul,  ne- 
'  phew,  I  wim,  for  thy  own  credit,  thou 
<•  Wert — But  what  fignifks  wifhing  ! — 

*  I  Kope  you'll  not  bring  your  fyren  into 
'  my  company.' 

*  Yes,  I  will,    Sir,  becaufe  I  love  to 
<  give  you  pleafure.     And  fay  not  a 
'  word  more,  for  your  own  fake,  till  you 
'  fee  her. — You'll  have  the  lefs  to  unlay, 
'  Sir  Jacob,  and  the  lefs  to  repent  of."1 

c  The  devil ! — I'm  in  an  inchanted 
'  caltle,  that's  certain.  What  a  plague 

*  has  this  little  witch  clone  to  you  all  ?-— 

*  And  how  did  (he  bring  it  about  ?' 

The  ladies  and  Lord  D jvers  laughed, 
it  feems;  and  Mr.  B.  begging  him  to  fit 
down,  andanfwerhim  fome  family  quef- 
tior.s-,  he  faid —  (for  it  leans  he  is  very 
captious  at  times)  «  What,  a  devil !  am 


*  I  to  be  laughed  at !—  Lord  Davers,  I 
'  hope  you're  not  bewitched  too,    arc 
<  you  >' 

'  Indeed,  Sir  Jacob,  I  am.  My  fifter 
f  B.  is  my  doating-piece.' 

'  Whew,' whiffled  he, with  a  wild  ftarc: 

*  and  how  is  it  with  you,  youngfter  ?' 

<  With  me,  Sir  Jacob  ?'  faid  Mr.  H. 

*  I'd  give  all  I'm  worth  in  the  world, 
'  and  ever  fhall  be  worth,  forfuchauo- 
'   therwifc.' 

Ke  run  to  the  window,  and  throwing 
up  the  fafh,  looking  into  the  court-yard, 
faid  — '  Koiio — So-ho — Groom — Jack 
1  — Jonas — Get  me  my  horfe  !  —  I'll 
'  keep  no  fuch  company  ! — I'll  be  gone! 

*  Why,  Jonas  !'  calling  again. 

*  You're  not  in  earned,  Sir  Jacob,* 
faid  Mr.  B. 

'  I  am,  by  my  foul ! — Fllaway  to  the 
'  village  this  night !  Why,  you're  all 
'  upon  the  high  game  ! — I'll — But  who 

*  comes  here  ?'    For  juft  at  that  inftant, 
the  chariot  brought  me  into  the  court- 
yard—' Who's  this  ?  who  is  me  ?' 

*  One  of  my  daughters,'  ftarted  up 
the  countefs;   '  my  youngeft  daughter 
'  Jenny  ! — She's  the  pride  of  my  family, 
«  Sir  Jacob!' 

'  By  my  foul,*  faid  he;  l  I  was  run- 
(  ning  j  for  I  thought  it  was  the  grand 
'  inchantrefs.' 

Out  ftopt  Lady  Davers  tome  :  '  Dear 
'  Pamela,'  faid  me,  '  humour  all  that's 
'  faid  to  you.  Here's  Sir  Jacob  come. 

1  You're  the  Countefs  ofC 's  young- 

'  eft  daughter  Jenny — That's  your  cue.' 

'  Ah  !  but,  Madam,'  faid  "l,  «  Lady 
1  Jenny  is  not  married,' — looking  (be- 
fore I  thought)  on  a  circumftance  that  I 
think  too  much  of  fometimes,  though  I 
carry  it  offas  well  as  I  can.' 

She  laughed  at  my  exception  :  *  Come, 

*  Lady  Jenny,'  faid  (he,  (for  I  juft  en- 
tered the  great  door)   '  I  hope  you've 
'  had  a  fine  airing  ?' 

'  A  very  pretty  one,  Madam,'  faid  I, 
as  I  entered  the  parlour.  '  This  is  a 
4  pleafant  country,  Lady  Pavers,— 

*  (  Wink  --when  I'm  wrong,  nvhifpered  I. ) 
«  Where's  Mrs.  B.  ?' — Then,  as  feeing 
a  ftrange  gentleman,  I  ftarted  half  back, 
into  a  more  referved  air  j  and  made  him  a 
low  curt'fy. 

Sir  Jacob  looked  as  if  he  did  not  know 
what  to  think  of  it,  now  at  me,  now  at 
Mr.  B. — But  the  dear  gentleman  put 
him  quire  out  of  doubt,  by  taking  my 
hand  :  '  Well,  Lady  Jenny,  did  you  meet 
'  my  fugitive  in  your  tour.  ?* 
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<  No,  Mr.  B.'  replied  I.     «  Did*fhe 

*  go  my  way  ?  I  told  you  I  would  keep 

*  the  great  road.' 

<  Lady  Jenny  C ,'  faid  Mr.  B. 

prefentingme  to  his  uncle.     '  A  charm  - 

*  ing  creature  !'  added  he  :  l  Have  you 
'  not  a  ion  worthy  of  fuch  an  alliance  ?' 

*  Ay,  marry-  nephew,  this  is  a  lady 
'  indeed !  Why,  the  plague/  whifpered 
he,  '  could  yo- 1   not  have  pitched  your 
'  tent  her;  ? — Mils,  by  your  leave  !'  and 
faluting  me,  turned  to  the  countefs  :  — 
'  By  my  foul,  Madam,  you've  a  charm - 
'  ing  daughter !    Had  my  ram  nephew 
'  feen  this   lovely  creature,   and  you'd 
'  have  ccndefcended,   he'd  never  have 

*  Hooped  to  the  cottage,  aj  he  has  done.' 
«  You're  right,   Sir  Jacob,'  returned 

Mr.  B.  ;  '  but  I  always  ran  too  faftfbr 
'  my  fortune:  yet,  thefe  ladies  of  fa- 

*  mily  never  bring  out  their  jewels  into 

*  bachelors  company  ;  and  when,  too 

*  late,  we  fee  what  we've  miffed,  wt  are 
'  vexed  at  our  precipitation.' 

*  Well  fald,  however,  boy.     By  my 
'  foul,    I  wifh  thee  repentance,  though 

*  'tis  out  of  thy  power  to  amend.     Be 
'  that  one  of  thy  curies,  when  thou  feeft 
'  this  lady;  as  I  make  no  doubt  it  is.'' 

Again  taking  my  hand,  and  furveying 
me  from  head  to  foot,  and  turnh 
round,    which,   it  feems,   is    a  mighty 
practice  with  him  toaftrangerlady,  (and 
a  modeft  one  too,  you'll  fay,  Mifs) — 
Why,  truly,  you" re  a  charming  crea- 
ture,'' Mifs— Lady  Jenny,  I  would  fhy 
— By  year  leave,  once  more! — Upon 
mv  foul,  my  Lady  Countefs,   ihe  is  a 
charmer— But — but — '  flaring  at  me, 
Are  you  married,  Madam  ?' 
I  looked  a  little  filly  ;    and  my  new 
mamma  came  up  to  me,   and  took  my 
hand : — '  Why,  jenny,  you  are  dreffed 
oddly  to-day  !  — What   a  hoop  yon 
wear  !  It  makes  you  look  I  can't  tell 
how ! ' 

*  Upon  my  foul,  Madam,  I  thought 
fo ;    what  fignifies  lying  ? — But   'tis 
only  the  hoop,  I  fee — Really  and  truly, 
Lady  Jenny,  your  hoop  is  enough  to 
make  half  a  hundred  of  ourfex  defpair, 
for  fear  you   fhould  be  married.      I 
thought  it  was  fomething; !  Few  ladies 
efcape  my  notice.       I  always  kept  a 
good  look-out ;  forl  have  two  daugh- 
ters of  my  own.     But 'tis  the  hoop,  I 
fee  plainly  enough.     You  are  fo  /len- 
der every  where  but  here^  putting  his 

hand  upon  my  hip,  which  quite  darned 


me  ;  and  I  retired  behind  my  Lady 
Countefs's  chair. 

'  Fie,  Sir  Jacob!'  faid  Mr.  B.  ;  «  be- 
'  fore  us  young  gentlemen,  to  take  fuch 
'  liberties  with  a  maiden  lady ! — You 
'  give  a  badexample.' 

f  Hang  him  that  fets  you  a  bad  ex- 
'  ample,  nephew.  But  I  fee  you':\; 

*  right  5   I  fee  Lady  Jenny's  a  maiden 

*  lady,   or  ihe  would  not  have  been  fo 
'  fhamefaced.     I'll  f\vear  for  her  on  cc- 

*  cafion.     Ha,  ha,  ha, — I'm  fure,'  re- 
peated he,    l  file's  a  maiden — For  our 
'  fex  give  the  married  ladies  a  freer  air  in 

*  a  trice.' 

*  How,  Sir  Jacob  !'  faid  Lady  Da- 
vers. 

*  O   fie,'    faid  the  countefs  !   f  Can't 

*  you  praifc  the  maiden  ladies,  but  at  the 

*  expence  of  the  married  ones  ?  What  do 
'  you  fee  of  freedom  in  me  ?' 

*  Or  in  me?'  faid  Lady  Davers. 

'  Nay,  for  that  matter,  you  are  very 
'  well,  ladies,  I  mull  needs  fay. — But 

*  will  you  pretend  to  blufh  with  that  vir- 
«  gin  rofe  r— Will  ye  ?— Od'a  my  life, 

*  Mifs — Lady  Jenny,  I  would  fay,'  tak- 
ing my  hand,  *  come  from  behind  your 

*  mamma's  chair,    and  you  tv?o  ladies 

*  Hand  up  now  together. — There,  fo  you 
<  dr. — Why  now^  blufh  for  blufh,  and 

*  Lady  Jenny  fhall  be  three  to  one,  and 

*  a  deeper  crimfon  by  half.     Look  you 
'  tkere,  look  you  thf.reelfe!  An  hundred 
'  guineas  to  oneagainftthefield.' — Then 
(lamping  with  one  foot,  and  lifting  up 
his  hands  and  eyes—'  O  Chrift  i  Lady 

*  Jenny  has  it  all  to  nothing — By  my 
'  loul  Ihe  has — Ha,  ha,  ha, — You  may 
f  well  fit  down  both  of  you  j  but  you're 

*  a  blufh  top  late,  I  can  tell  you  that. — 
1  Well   haft  thou  done,   Lady  Jenny,' 
tapping   my  moulder  with    his    rough 
paw. 

I  was  battening  away,  and  he  faid— 
4  But  let's  fee  you  again,  Mifs  \  for  now 
f  I  will  flay,  if  they  bring  nobody  elfe'-— 
And  away  I  went ;  for  I  was  quite  out 
of  countenance — '  What  a  ftrange  crea- 

*  ture/  thought  I,  '  is  this  !' 

Supper  being  near  ready,  he  continued 
calling  out  for  Lady  Jenny  ;  for  the 
fight  of  her,  he  faid,  did  him  good,  but 
he  was  refblved  he  would  not  fit  down 
at  table  with  fame  body  elfe. 

The  counteis  laid,  fhe  would  fetch  her 
daughter  ;  and  flopping  out,  return  d, 
faying — *  Mrs.  B.  uncferftands  that  Sir 

*  Jacob  is  here,  and  that  he  does  not 
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choofe  to  fee  her;  fo  fhe  begs  to  be  ex- 
cufed  ;  and  my  Jenny  and  flic  defire  to 
fup  together.' 

«  The  very  worft  tidings  I  have  heard 
this  twelvemonth.     Why,  nephew,  let 
your  girl  fup  with  any   body,  fo  we 
may  have  Lady  Jenny  back  with  us.' 
'  I  know,*   faid  the  countefs,  (who 
was  defirous  to  fee  how  far  he  would  car- 
ry it)  *  Jenny  won't  leave  Mrs.  B. ;  fo 

*  if  you  fee  one,  you  muft  fee  f  other. "* 

'  Nay,  then,  if  it  mud  be  fo,  I  mull  fit 
'  down  contented. — But  yet,  I  fnould  be 
'  glad  to  fee  Lady  Jenny,  that  I  mould. 
'  ]But  I  will  not  fii:  down  at  table  with 
'  Mr.  B.'s  girl — that'  spofitive.* 

'  Well,  well,  let  'em  fup  together, 

*  and  there's  an  end  of  it,'  faid  Mr.  B. 
'  — I  fee  my  uncle  has  as  good  a  judg- 
'  ment  as  any  body  of  fine  ladies' — 
— «  (That  I  have,  nephew:*)    <  But 
'  he  can't  forego  his  humour,  in  com- 
'  pliment  to  the  fineil  lady  in  England.' 

1  Confider,  nephew,  confider — 'Tis 
'  not  thy  doingafoolifh  thing,  and  call- 
'  i^g  a  girl  wife,  fhall  cram  a  niece  down 
'  my  throat,  that's  politive.  The  mo- 
'  ment  thy  girl  comes  down  to  take  place 
'  of  thefe  ladies,  I  am  gone,  that's  moil 

*  certain.' 

*  Well  then,  (hall  I  go  up,  and  oblige 
'  Pamela  to  fup  by  herfelf,  and  perfuade 

*  Lady  Jenny  to  come  down  to  us  ?' 

*  With  all  my  foul,  nephew — a  good 

*  motion. — But,  Pamela — did  you  fay  ? 
<  — A  queer  fort  of  name !    I've  heard 

*  of  it  fome where  ! — Is  it  a  Chriftian  or 
'  a  Pagan  name  ? — Linfey-wolfey — half 

*  one,  half  t'other — like  thy  girl — Ha, 
«  ha,  ha.' 

'  Let  me  be  bang'dS  whifpered  Mr.  H. 
to  his  aunt,  '  if  Sir  Jacob  has  not  a  power 
'  of  wit ;  though  he's  fo  wiiimficaJ  with 
'  it.  I  like  him  much.' 

*  But  hark  ye,  nephew,'  faid  Sir  Jacob, 
as  Mr.  B.  was  going  out  of  the  parlour, 
'  one  word  with  yon.     Don't  fob  upon 

*  us  yonr  girl  with  the  Pagan  name  for 
'  Lady  Jenny.     I  have  fet  a  mark  upon 
«  her,  and  fhculd  know  her  from  a  thou- 

*  faiul,   although  fhe  had   changed  her 
'    hoop."     Then  he  laughed  again,  and 
faid,  he  hoped  Lady  Jenny  would  come— 
and  ccme  without  any  body  with  her — 
«  But  I  fmell  a  plot,'  faid  he — *  By  my 
'  foul  I  won't  flay,  if  they  both  come 

*  together.     I  won't  be  put  upon — But 
f  here  comes  one  or  both — Where's  my 
4  whip? — rilgo.' 


«  Indeed  Mr.  B.  I  had  rather  have  ftaicl 
«  with  Mrs.  B.'  faid  I,  as  I  entered — 
as  he  had  bid  me. 

'  'Tis  fhe !  'tis  (he ! — You've  nobody 
behind  you  ? — No,  (he  han't. — Why 
now,  nephew,  you're  right.  I  was 
afraid  you'd  have  put  a  trick  upon  me. 
— You'd  rather,"  repeated  he  to  me, 
have  flaid  with  Mrs.  B! — Yes,  I  war- 
rant.— But  you  fhall  be  placed  in  better 
company,  my  dear  child.' 
'  Sifter,'  faid  Mr.  B.  «  will  you  be 
pleafed  to  take  that  chair  j  for  Pamela 
does  not  choofe  to  give  my  uncle  dif- 
guft,  who  fo  feldom  comes  to  fee  us.' 
My  lady  took  the  upper  end  of  the 
table,  and  I  fat  next  below  my  new 
mamma :  '  So,  Jenny,'  faid  fhe,  *  how 
'  have  you  left  Mrs.  B.  ?' 

'  A  little  concerned: — but  fhe  was  the 
«  eafier,  as  Mr.  B.  himfelf  defired  I'd 

*  come  down.* 

My  Lord  Davers  fat  next  me,  and  Sir 
Jacob  faid — <  Shall  I  beg  a  favour  of 

*  you,  my  lord}  to  let  me  fit  next  to 

*  Lady  Jenny  ?' 

Mr.  B.  faid — '  Won't  it  be  better  to 
'  fit  over-againft  her,  uncle?' 

'  Ay,  that's  right.  I'faith,  nephew, 
'  thou  know'ft  what's  right.  Well,  fo  I 
'  will.'' — He  accordingly  removed  his 
feat,  and  I  was  very  glad  of  it;  for 
though  I  was  fure  to  be  flared  at  fuffi- 
ciently  by  him,  yet  I  was  afraid,  if  he  fat 
next  me,  he  would  not  keep  his  hands  off 
my  hoop. 

He  run  on  a  deal  in  my  praifes,  after 
his  manner,  but  fo  rough  at  times,  that 
he  gave  me  pain  ;  and  I  was  under  a  dir- 
ficulty  too,left  he  mould  obferve  my  ring ; 
but  he  flared  fo  much  in  my  face,  that 
that  efcaped  his  notice. 

After  fupper,  the  gentlemen  fat  down 
to  their  bottle,  and  the  ladies  and  I  with- 
drew, and  about  twelve  they  broke  up  ; 
Sir  Jacob  talking  of  nothing  but  Lady 
Jenny,  and  wifhed  Mr.  B.  had  married  fo 
happily  as  with  fuch  a  charming  crea- 
ture ;  one,  he  laid,  that  carried  tokens  of 
her  high  birth  in  her  face,  and  whofe 
every  feature,  and  look,  fhewed  her  to  be 
nobly  defcended. 

They  let  him  goto  bed  with  his  mif- 
take:  but  the  countefs  faid  next  morn- 
ing, fhe  thought  fhe  never  faw  a  greater 
inllance  of  flupid  pride  and  churlifhnefsj 
and  fhe  fhould  be  fick  of  the  advantage 
of  birth  or  anceftry,  if  rhis  was  the  na- 
tural fruit  of  it.  *  For  a  man,'  faid  her 
ladyfhipj 
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lady  Hup,  *  to  come  to  his  nephew's  houfe, 
and  to  fuffer  the  miftreis  of  it  to  be  clo- 
fetted  up,  (as  he  thinks)  and  not  per- 
mitted to  appear,  in  order  to  humour 
his  abfurd  and  brutal  infolence, and  to 
behave  as  he  has  done;  is  fuch  a  ridi- 
cule upon  the  pride  of  defcent,  that  I 
fhall  think  of  it  as  long  as  I  live. — O 
Mrs.  B.'  faid  me,  *  what  advantages 
have  you  over  every  one  who  fees  you  j 
but  moft  over  thofe  who  pretend  to 
treat  you  unworthily  P 
I  expect  to  be  called  to  breakfaft  every 
minute,  and  fhall  then,  perhaps,  fee  how 
this  matter  will  end.     I  wifh,  when  it  is 
revealed,  he  is  not  in  a  fury,  and  don't 
think  himfelf  impoied  on.  I  fear  it  won't 
go  off  ib  well  as  I  wifh;  for  every  body 
ieems  to  be  grave,   and  angry  at  £:r 
Jacob. 


THURSDAY. 

I  Now  proceed  with  my  tale.  At  break- 
falt-time,  when  every  one  was  fat, 
and  a  chair  left  for  me,  Sir  Jacob  began 
to  call  out  for  Lady  Jenny.  (  But,'  laid 
he, '  I'll  hate  none  ot  your  girl,  nephew; 
e  although  the  chair  at  the  tea-table  is 

*  left  for  fomebody.' 

«  No,'  faid  Mr.  B.  <  we'll  get  Lady 
'  Jenny  to  fupply  Mrs.  B.'s  place,  mice 

*  you  don't  care  to  fee  her.' 

*  With  all  my  heart,'  replied  he. 

'  But,  uncle,'  faid  Mr.  B.  *  have  you 

*  really  no  defire,  no  curiofity  to  fee  the 

*  girl  I  have  married  ?' 

*  No,  none  at  all,  by  my  foul/ 

Juft  then  I  came  in,  and  paying  my 
compliments  to  the  company,  and  to  Sir 
Jacob — «  Shall  I,'  faid  I,  «  fupply  Mrs. 
4  B/s  place  in  her  abfence  ?'  And  down 
I  fat. 

After  breakfaft,  and  the  fervants  were 
withdrawn — *  Lady  Jenny,'  faid  Lact , 
Davers, '  you  are  a  young  lady,  who  have 
all  the  advantages  of  birth  and  defcent ; 
and  fome  of  the  beft  blood  in  the  king- 
dom runs  in  your  veins;  and  here  Sir 
Simon  Swynford  is  your  great  admirer: 
cannot  jouy  from  whom  it  will  come 
with  a  double  grace,  convince  him  that 
he  does  an  unkind  thing,  at  my  bro- 
ther's houfe,  to  keep  the  perfon  my 
brother  lias  thought  worthy  of  making 
the  miftrefs  of  it,  out  of  company  ? 
And  let  us  know  your  opinion,  whe- 
ther my  brother  himfelf  docs  right,  to 


f  .comply  with  fuch  an  unreafonable  dif- 
«  taftc?' 

«  Why ,  how  now,  Lady  Davers  1  This 
'  from  you!  I  did  not  expect  it!' 

*  My  uncle,'  faid  Mr.B.  *  is  the  only 

*  perfon  in  the  kingdom  that  I  would 
c  have  humoured  thus  :  and  I  made  no 
«  doubt,  when  he  favv  how  willing  I  was 
'  to  oblige  him  in  fo  high  a  point,  he 

*  would  have  acted  a  more  generous  part 
'  than  hehasyetdone. — But,Lady  Jenny, 

*  what  fay  you  to  my  filler's  questions?' 

'  If  I  muft  fpeak  my  mind,'  replied  I, 
4  I  mould  take  the  liberty  to  be  very  fe- 

*  rious  with  Sir  Jacob,  and  to  fay,  that 
'  when  a  thing  is  done,  nnd  cannot  be 

*  helped,  he  mould  take  care  how  he 
'  lows  the  feeds  of  indifference  and  ani- 
'  molity  between  man  and  wife:    and 

*  how  he  makes  a  gentleman  diffatisfied 
'  with  his  choice,  and  perhaps  unhappy 
'  as  long  as  he  lives.' 

*  Nay,  Mifs,'  faid  he,  *  if  all  areagainft 
'  me,  and  you,  whole  good  opinion  I  va- 

*  lue  more  than  all,  you  may  e'en  let  the 
'  girl  come,  and  fit  down,  if  you  will. — 
'  If  me  is  but  half  as  pretty,  arid  half  as 
'  wife,  and  modeft,  as  you,  I  fhall,  as  it 
4  cannot  be  helped,  as  you  fay,  be  ready 
'  to  think  better  of  the  matter.  For,  "tis 

*  a  little  hard,  I  muft  needs  fay,  if  (he 

*  has  hitherto  appeared   before  ail  the 

*  good  company,  to  have  her  kept  out  cr 

*  the  way  on  my  account.' 

1  Really,  Sir  Jacob,'  laid  the  countefs, 

*  I  have  blufhed  for  you  more  than  once 
'  on  this  occafion.     But  the  miftrefs  of 

*  this  houfe  is  more  than  half  as  wife, 
c  and  modeft,  and  lovely  :   and  in  hopes 

*  you  will  return  me  back  fome  of  the 

*  hlufhes  I  have  lent  you,  fee  there,  in 
t  my  daughter  Jenny,  whom  you  have 

*  been  fo  juitly  admiring,  the  miftrefs  of 
'  the  houfe,  and  the  lady  with  the  Pagan 

*  n.une.' 

Sir  Jacob  fat  aghaft,  looking  at  one, 
ami  at  another,  and  at  me,  each  in  turn, 
and  then  caft  his  eyes  on  the  floor. — At 
laft,  up  he  got,  and  fwore  a  fad  oath : 

*  And  am  I  thus  trick'd  and  bamboozled/ 
that  was  his  word ;  '  am  I  * — There's  no 

*  bearing  this  honk- ;   nor  her  pretence 

*  now,  that's  certain  ;  ar.d  I'll  be  gone/ 

Mr.  B.  looking  at  me,'  and  nodding 
his  head  towards  Sir  Jacob,  as  he  was  in, 
a  flutter  to  be  gone,  I  rofe  from  my  chah> 
and  went  to  him,  and  took  his  hand.  c  I 

*  hope,  Sir  Jacob,  you  will  be  able  to 

when  you  mall  ib.',  that  thors 
3  G  7.  *  is 
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«  is  no  other  difference  but  that  of  de- 

<  fcent,betweenthe  fuppofed  Lady  Jenny, 

<  whom  you  ib  kindly  praifed,  and  the 
<•  girl  your  duir  nephew  has  fo  much 
«  exalted.' 

*  Let  me  go,'  faid  he;  e  I'm  moft  con- 
e  foundedly  bit. — I  cannot  look  you  in 
*"  the  face  \ — By  my  foul,  I  cannot  !— 

*  For  'tis  impoffible  you  mould  forgive 
'  me.1 

e  Indeed  it  is  not,  Sir;  you  have  done 
'  nothing  but  what  I  can  forgive  you  for, 
'  if  your  dear  nephew  can  ;  for  to  him 
'  was  the  wrong,  it  any,  and  I'm  Cure  he 

*  can  overlook  it. — And  for  his  fake,  to 
'  the  uncle  of  fo  honoured  a  gentleman, 
'  to  the  brother  of  my  late  good  lady,  I 
'  can,  with  a  bent  knee,  thus,  afk  your 
'  bleffing,  and  defire  your  excufe   for 
'  joining  to  keep  you  in  this  fufpence.' 

'  Blefsyou!— O  Chrift!'  faid  he,  and 
{lamped — '  Who  can  choofe  but  bleis 
'  you?'  And  he  kneeled  down,  apd 
wrapped  his  arms  about  me. — *  But, 
'  curfe  me,'  that  was  his  ftrange  word, '  if 
'  ever  I  was  fo  touched  before!' 

My  clear  Mr.  B.  for  fear  my  fpirits 
mould  be  too-  much  affected,  (for  the 
rough  baronet,  in  his  tranfport,  had  bent 
me  down  lower  than  I  kneeled)  came  to 
me,  and  held  me  by  my  arm  ;  but  per- 
mitted Sir  Jacob  to  laife  me,  only  faying 
— ">'  How  does  my  angel?  Now  me  has 
made  this  conqueft,  me  has  completed 
all  her  triumphs.' 

'  Angel  did  you  call  her! — By  my 
foul,  I'm  confounded  with  her  goocl- 
nefs,  and  her  fweet  carriage! — Rife, 
and  let  me  fee  if  I  can  (land  myfelf ! — 
And,  believe  me,  I  am  forry  I  have 
acled  fo  much  like  a  bear  as  I  have 
done;  and  the  more  1  *h!nk  of  it,  the 
more  I  mail  be  afhamed  of  myfelf.'—- 
And  the  tears,  as  he  fpoke,  ran  down  his 
rough  cheeks  ;  which  moved  me  a  good 


countenance  weep,  was  a  touching  fight. 
Mr.  H.  putting  his  handkerchief  to 
his  eyes,  his  aunt  faid— f  What's  the 
*  matter, Jackey?' — 'The matter!'  an- 
fwered  he ;  *  I  don't  know  how  the  d — 1 
'tis — But  here's  ftrange  doings,  as  ever 
I  knew — -For  here,  day  after  day,  one's 
ready  to  cry,  without  knowing  whe- 
ther it  be  for  joy  or  forrow! — What  a 
plague's  the  matter  with  me,  I  wonder!' 
—And  out  he  went, the  two  ladies,  whole 
charming  eyes,  too,  glistened  with  plea- 


fure,  fmiling  at  the  effecl:  the  fcene  had 
upon  Mr.  H.  and  at  what  he  faid. 

1  Well,  Madam,'  faid  Sir  Jacob,  ap- 
proaching me  ;  for  I  had  fat  down,  but 
then  ftood  up — *  You  will  forgive  me ; 
'  and  from  my  heart  I  wifh  you  joy.  By 
'  my  foul  I  do,1 — and  fainted  me — *  I 

*  could  not  have  believed  there  had  been 
'  fuch  a  perlbn  breathing.    I  don't  won- 
'  der  at  my  nephew's  loving  you  !-— 
'  And  you  call  her  Sifter,  Lady  JDavers, 

*  don't  you  ? — If  you  do,  I'll  own  her 

*  for  my  niece.' 

'  Don't  I  r— Yes,  I  do,'  faid  her  lady- 
rtup,  coming  to  me,  *  and  am  proud  fo  to 
*•  call  her.  And  this  I  tell  you,  for  jour 
c  com  fort,  though  to  my  own  fhame,  that 
'  I  ufed  her  worfe  than  you  have  done, 

*  before  I  knew  her  excellence;  and  have 

*  repented  of  it  ever  fmce.' 

I  bowed  to  her  ladyfhip — and,  kitted 
her  hand — *  My  deareft  lady,'  faid  I, 
c  you  have  made  me  fuch  rich  amends 

*  fmce,  that  I  am  fure  I  may  fay — " // 

*  *  <zvas  good  for  me  that  I  was  afflifted1, '  * 

'  Why,  nephew,  fhe  has  the  fear  of 
'  God,  I  perceive,  before  her  eyes  too  ! 
'  I'm  fure,  I've  heard  thofe  words .  They 
'  are  fomewhere  in  the  Scripture,  I  be- 
4  lieve! — Why,  who  knows  but  fhe  may 
'  be  a  means  to  fave  your  foul! — Hay, 
'  yort  know  !' 

*  Ay,  Sir  Jacob,  flie'll  be  a  means  to 

*  fave  an  hundred  fouls,  and  might  go  a 

*  great  way  to  fave  yours,  if  you  were  to 

*  live  with  her  but  one  month.' 

*  Well,  but  nephew,  I  hope  you  for- 

*  give  me,  too ;   for,  now  I  think  of  it, 

*  I  never  knew  you  take  any  matter  fo 
'  patiently  in  my  life.' 

4   I  knew,'  laid  the  dear  gentleman, 

*  that  every  extravagance  you  infifted 
'  upon,  was  heightening  my  charmer's 
'  triumph,  and  increafmg  your  own  con- 

.   *  trition ;  and,  as  I  was  not  indeed  de- 
'  prived  of  her  company,  I  could  bear 

*  with  every  thing  you  faid  or  did — Yet, 

*  don't  you  remember,  that  I  cautioned 

*  you,  that  the  lefs  you  faid  againft  her, 
'  the  lefs  you'd  have  to  unlay,  and  the 
'  lefs  to  repent  of?' 

*  I  do ;  and  let  me  ride  out,  and  call 
'  myfelf  to  account  for  all  I  have  faid 

*  againft  her,  in  her  own  hearing ;  and 

*  when  I  can  think  of  but  one  half,  and 
{  how  fhe  has  taken  it,  by  my  foul,  I 
'  believe  'twill  make  me  more  than  half- 

*  mad.' 

At 
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At  dinner  (when  we  had  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's  company)  the  baronet  told  me, 
he  admired  me  now,  as  much  as  he  did 
when  he  thought  me  Lady  Jenny ;  but 
complained  of  the  trick  put  upon  him  by 
us  all,  and  feemed  now-and-then  a  little 
ferious  upon  it. 

He  took  great  notice  of  the  dexterity 

which  he  imputed  to  me,  in  performing 

the  honours  of  the  table.     And  every 

now-and-then,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  — 

God  take  me  !    Very  clever,  by  my 

foul ! — Why,  Madam,  you  feem  to  me 

to  be  born  to  thefe  things  ! — I  will  be 

helped  by  nobody  but  you — Andyou'll 

have  a  tafk  of  it,  I  can  tell  you  ;  for  I 

have  a  whipping  (lomach,  and  were 

there  fifty  dimes,  I  always  tafte  of  every 

one.'     And,  indeed,  John  was  in  a 

manner  wholly  employed  in  going  to  and 

fro  between  the  baronet  and  me,  for  an 

half  hour  together. 

He  went  from  us  afterwards  to  Mrs. 
Jervis,  and  made  her  anfwer  him  abun- 
dance of  queftions  about  me,  and  how  all 
thefe  matters  had  come  about,  as  he  phraf- 
ed  it ;  and  returning,  when  we  drank 
coffee,  faid — «  I  have  been  confabbing," 
that  was  his  word,  '  with  Mrs.  Jervis, 
about  you,  niece.  By  my  foul,  I  ne- 
ver heard  the  like  !  She  tells  me,  you 
can  play  on  the  harpfichord,  and  ling 
too :  will  you  let  a  body  have  a  tune  or 
fo  ?  My  Mab  can  play  pretty  well, 
and  fo  can  Dolly : — I'm  a  judge  of 
mufick,  and  would  fain  hear  you.'  I 
faid,  if  he  was  a  judge,  I  mould  be  afraid 
to  play  before  him  j  but  I  would  not 
be  afked  twice,  when  we  had  taken  our 
coffee. 

Accordingly,  he  repeating  his  requeft, 
I  gave  him  a  tune,  and,  at  his  defire, 
lung  to  it;  '  Od's  my  life,'  faid  he, 
you  do  it  purely  ! — But  I  fee  where  it 
is— My  girls  have  got  my  fingers!' 
And  then  he  held  both  hands  out,  and  a 
ine  pair  of  paws  (hewed  he! — *  Plague 
on't,  they  touch  two  keys  at  once ;  but 
thofe  (lender  and  nimble  fingers,  how 
they  fweep  along!  My  eye  can't  fol- 
low 'em — Whew,1  whittled  he,  'they 
are  here  and  there,  and  every  where  at 
once!— -Why,  nephew,  I  believe  you 
have  put  another  trick  upon  me.  My 
niece  is  certainly  of  quality  !  And  re- 
port has  not  done  her  juftice. — One 
more  tune,  one  more  fong — By  my 
faiih,  your  voice  goes  fweetly  to  your 
fingers.  \Slife — I'll  thrafh  my  jades,' 
that  was  his  polite  phrafe, '  when  I  come 


*  home. — Lady  Davers,  you  know  rrot 
'  the  money  they  have  cod  me  to  qualify 
them;  and  here's  a  mere  baby  to  them, 
outdoes  'em  by  a  bar's  length,  with- 
out any  expence  at  all  beftowed  upon 
her.  Go  over  that  again — Confound 
me  for  a  puppy !  I  lod  it  by  my  prat- 
ing.— Ay,  there  you  have  it!— That's 
it!  By  my  foul,  it  is!  Oh!  that  I 
could  but  dance  as  well  as  thou  fing'ftl 
I'd  give  you  a  farabaud,  as  old  as- 1 
am.' 

After  fupper,  we  fell  into  a  converfa- 
tion,  of  which  I  mud  give  you  fome  ac- 
count, becaufe  it  was  upon  a  topickthat 
Mr.  B.  has  been  blamed  for  in  his  mar- 
rying me,  and  which  has  (luck  by  fome 
of  his  friends,  even  after  they  have  in 
kindnefs  to  me,  acquitted  him  in  every 
other  refpeft ;  and  that  is,,  the  example 
that  he  has  fet  to  young  gentlemen  of  fa- 
mtly  and  fortune  to  marry  beneath  them. 
It  was  begun  by  Sir  Jacob,  who  laid 
— '  I  am  in  love  with  my  new  niece, 
'  that  I  am :  but  dill  one  thing  dicks 
'  with  me  in  this  affair;  and  that  is, 
'  what  will  become  of  degree  or  didinc- 

*  tion,  if  this  practice  of  gentlemens 
'  marrying  their  mothers  waiting- maids, 
f  (excufe  me,  Madam)  mould  come  into 

*  vogue  ?     Already,  young  ladies  and 

*  young  gentlemen  are  too  apt  to  be 
'  drawn  away  in  this  manner,  and  to 
f  difgrace  their  families.     We  have  too 
'  many  indances  of  this.     You'll  for- 
'  give  me,  both  of  you.' 

*  That,'  faid  Lady  Davers,  l  is  the 
'  only  thing! — I  mud  needs  fay,  Sir  Ja- 

*  cob  has  hit  upon  the  point,  that  would 
'  make  one  wi(h  this  example  had  not 
'  been  fet  by  a  gentleman  of  fuch  an  an- 

*  cient  family;  till  one  comes  to  be  ac- 
'  quainted  with  this  dear  creature  ;  and 
'  then  every  body  thinks  it  ou^ht  not  to 
'  beNotherwi(e  than  it  is.' 

'  Ay,  Pamela,'  faid  Mr.  B.  'what 
'  can  you  fay  to  this  ?  Cannot  you  de- 
'  fend  me  from  this  charge  ?  This  is  u. 
'  point  that  has  been  often  objected  to 
'  me :  try  for  one  of  your  pretty  ar- 
'  guments  in  my  behalf.' 

'  Indeed,  Sir,'  replied  I,  looking 
down,  '  it  becomes  not  me  to  fay  any 

*  thing  to  this.' 

*  But  indeed  it  does,  if  you  can  :  and 
'  I  beg  you'll  help  me  to  fome  excufe,  if 

*  you  have  any  at  hand.' 

'  Won't  you,  Sir,  difpenfe  with  me 
c  on  this  occafion  ?  Indeed  I  know  not 

*  what  to  fay.     Indeed  I  mould  not,  if 

*  I  may 
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*  I  may  judge  for  myfelf,   fpeak  one 
<  word  to  this  fubjeft. — For  it  is  my 

*  abfolute  opinion,  that  degrees  in  ge- 
4  neral  fliould  be  kept  up;  although  I 

*  muft  always  deem  the  prefent  cafe  an 
'  happy  exception  to  the  rule.* 

Mr.  B.  looking  as  if"  he  ftill  expefted 
I  fliould  fay  ibmething— '  Won't  you, 

*  Sir,  difpenfe  with  me?'  repeated   I. 

*  Indeed  1  mould  not  ipeak  to  this  point, 

*  if  I  may  be  my  own  judge.' 

*  I  always  intend,  my  dear,  you  mall 

*  judge  for  yourfelf  j  and  you  know,  I 

*  feldom  urge  you  farther,  when  you 
'  ufe  thofe  words.    But  if  you  have  any 
4  thinguponyourmind  to  fay,  let's  have 
4  it :  for  your  arguments  are  always  new 

*  and  unborrowed.' 

*  I  would  then,  if  I  mujf.  Sir,  aflc,  if 

*  there  be  not  a  nation,  or  if  there  has 
4  not  been  a  law  in  fome  nation,  that, 

*  whenever  a  young  gentleman,  be  his 

*  degree  what  it  would,  has  feduced  a 

*  poor  creature,  be  her  degree  what  it 

*  would,  obliges  the  gentleman  to  marry 

*  that  unhappy  perfon  ? ' 

4  I  think  there  is  fuch  a  law  in  fome 
'  country,  I  can't  tell  where,'  faid  Sir 
Jacob. 

4  And  do  you  think,  Sir,  whether  it 

*  be  fo  or  not,  that  it  is  equitable  it  mould 
«  befo?' 

'  Yes,  by  my  troth — -Though  I  muft 

*  needs  own,  if  it  were  fo  in  England, 

*  many  men,  that  I  know,  wou'd  not 

*  have  the  wives  they  now  have.' 

'  You  fpeak  to  your  knowledge,  I 
f  doubt  not,  Sir  Jacob  ?'  faid  Mr.  B. 

*  Why,  indeed— Why,  truly— I  don't 
4  know  but  I  do.' 

'  All  then,'  faid  I,  *  that  I  would  in- 
'  fer,  is,  whether  another  law  would  not 
4  be  a  ftill  more  juft  and  equitable  one, 
(  that  the  gentleman  who  is  repulfed, 

*  from  a  principle  of  virtue  and  honour, 
4  mould  not  be  cenfured  for  marrying  a 

*  perfon  he  could  not  feduce  ?  And  whe- 
4  ther  it  is  not  more  for  both  their  ho- 

*  nours,  if  he  does;  inafmuch  as  it  is 
'  nobler  to  reward  a  virtue,  than  to  re- 

*  pair  a  (hamej  were  that  (hame  to  be 

*  repaired  by  matrimony,  which  I  take 
4  the  liberty  to  doubt.     But  I  beg  par- 

*  don ;  you  commanded  me,  Sir — Elfe 

*  this  fubjeft  mould  not  have  found  a 

*  fpeakerto  it,  in  me/ 

*  This  is  admirably  faid— by  my  foul 
c  it  is,1  faid  Sir  Jacob. 

f  But  yet  this  comes  not  up  to  the 

*  objeftion/  laid  Mr,  B.  «  The  felting 


an  example  to  waiting-maids  to  afpirr, 
and  to  young  gentlemen  to  defcend. 
And  I  will  enter  into  the  fubjecl:  my- 
felf ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe,  as  I  go 
along,  I  will  give  Sir  Jacob  a  faint 
(ketch  of  the  merit  and  character  of  my 
Pamela,  of  which  he  cannot  befo  well 
informed,  as  he  has  been  of  the  dif- 
grace,which  he  imagined  I  had  brought 
upon  myfelf  by  marrying  her. 

*  In  order  to  this,  give  me  leave  to 
fay,  that  I  think  it  neceffary,  that  as 
well  thole  perfons  who  are  afraid  the 
example  ftiould  be  taken,  as  thofe  who 
are  inclined  to  follow  it,  mould  take 
all  the  material  parts  of  it  into  their 
confideration :  otherwife,  I  think  the 
precedent  may  be  juftly  cleared  ;  and 
the  fears  of  the  one  be  judged  ground  - 
lefs,  and   the  plea  of  the  other  but 
a  pretence,  in  order  to  cover  a  folly, 
into  which  they  would  have  fallen, 
whether  they  had  this  example  or  not. 

*  For  inftarice  :  in  order  to  lay  claim 
to  the  excufes  which  my  conduct,  if  I 
may  fuppofe  it  of  force  enough  to  do 
either  good  or  hurt,  will  furnim,  it  is 
neceflary, 

'  That  the  object  of  their  wifh  mould 
be  a  girl  of  exquifite  beauty,  (and  that 
not  only  in  their  own  blinded  and  par- 
tial judgments,  but  in  the  opinion  of 
every  one,  who  fees  her,  friend  or  foe) 
in  order  to  jultify  the  force  which  the 
firjl  attractions  have  upon  him; 

*  That  (he  be  defcended  of  honeft  and 
confcientious,  though  poor  and  obfcure 
parents;  who  having  preferved  their 
integrity,  through  great  trials  and  af- 
flictions, have,  by  their  examples,  asi 
well  as  precepts,  laid  deep  in  the  girl's 
mind  the  foundations  of  piety  and  vir- 
tue. 

*  It  is  neceflary,  that  to  the  charms  of 
perfon,  this  waiting-maid  fliould  have 
an  humble,  teachable  mind,  fine  natu- 
ral parts,  a  (brightly,  yet  inofFenfive 
wit,  a  temper  fo  excellent,  and  a  judg- 
ment fo  folid,  as  fliould  promife  for  her, 
(by  the  love  and  efteem  thefe  qualities 
fliould  attraft  to  herfelf  from  her  fel- 
low fervants,  fuperior   and  inferior) 
that  (he  would  become  an  higher  fta- 
tion,  and  be  rdpecled  in  it. 

*  It  is  neceflary,  that  after  fo  good  a 
foundation  laid  by  her  parents,   flie 
fliould  have  all  the  advantages  of  fe- 
male education  conferred  upon  her  : 
the  example  of  an  excellent  lady,  im- 
proving and  building  upon  fo  worthy 

*  a  fouri- 
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*  a  foundation  •.  a  capacity  furprifmgly 
«  ready  to  take  in  all  that  is  taught  her  : 
«  an  attention,  afliduity,  and  diligence 
'  almoft  peculiar  to  herlelf,  at  her  time 

*  of  life;  infomuch  as,  at  fifteen  orfix- 

*  teen  years  of  age,  to  be  able  to  vie  with 

*  any  young  ladies  of  rank,  as  well  in 
«  the  natural  genteelnefs  of  her  perfon, 

*  as  in  her  acquirements :  and  that  in 
'  nothing  but  her  humility  fhe  mould 
'  manifeit  any  difference  between  herfelf 
«  and  the  high-born. 

'  It  will  be  neceffary,  moreover,  that 
c  fhe  mould  have  a  mind  above  tempta- 

*  tion;    that  fhe  mould  refift  the  offers 

*  and  menaces  of  one  upon  whom  all  her 
'  worldly  happinefs  feemed  to  depend  j 

*  the  fon  of  a  lady  to  whom  fhe  owed 
'  the  greateft  obligations ;  a  perfon  whom 
'  me  did  not   hate,  but  greatly  fear- 

*  ed,  and  whom  her  grateful  heart  would 
'  have  been  glad  to  oblige;   and  who 
'  fought  to  prevail  over  her  virtue,  by 
'  all  the    inducements    that  could  be 

*  thought  of,  to  attrafi  a  young  unex- 
'  perienced  virgin,  at  one  time;  or  to 
'  frighten  her  at  another,  into  his  pur- 
'  pofes;  who  offered  her  high,  very  high 
'  terms,  her  circumftances  considered, 
'  as  well  for  herfelf,  as  for  parents  fhe 

*  loved  better  than  herfelf,  whole  cir- 
'  cumftances  at  the  fame  time  were  low 
'  anddiftrefsful. 

'  Yet  to  all  thefe  offers  and  menaces, 
f  that  fhe  mould  be  able  to  anfwer  in  fuch 

*  words  as  thefe,  which  will  always  dwell 

*  upon  my  memory — "  *I  reject  your 
"  propofals   with   all  my  foul. — May 
"  GOD   defert  me,   whenever  I  make 
*'  worldly  grandeur  my  chiefeft  good  ! 
"  I  know  I  am  in  your  power ;  I  dread 
"  your  will  to  ruin  me  is  as  great  as  your 
tf  power. — Yet,  will  I  dare  to  tell  you, 
"  I  will  make  no  free-will  offering  of 
"  my  virtue.     All  that  I  can  do,  poor 
"  as  it  is,  I  ov/7/do,  to  (hew  you,  that 
"  my  will  bore  no  part  in  the  violation 
"  of  me."     And  when  future  marriage 
'  was  intimated  to  her,  to  induce  her  to 

*  yield,  to  be  able  to  anfwer — "  The 
"  moment  I  yield  to  your  propofals, 
*'  there  is  an  end  of  all  merit,  tf  now  I 
"  have  any. — And  I  mould  be  fo  far 
"  from  expeBing  fuch  an  honour,  that 
!<  I  will  pronounce,  I  mould  be  moft  un- 
(f  worthy  of  it." 

*  If,  I  fay,  my  dear  friends,  fuch  a 

*  girl  can  be  found,  thus  beautifully  at- 


tractive in  every  one's  eye,  2nd  not. 
partially  fo  only  in  a  young  gentle- 
man's oov«;  and  after  that,  (what 
good  perfons  would  infinitely  prefer 
to  beauty)  thus  pioufly  principled;  thus 
genteelly  educated  and  accomplifhed ; 
thus  brilliantly  witty ;  thus  prudent, 
modeft,  generous,  undeligning;  and 
having  been  thus  tempted,  thus  tried, 
by  the  man  fhe  hated  not,  purfued, 
(notintriguingly  purfuing)  be  thus  in- 
flexibly virtuous,  and  proof  againft 
temptation  :  let  her  reform  her  liber- 
tine, and  let  him  marry  her :  and  were 
he  of  princely  extraction,  I  dare  an- 
fwer for  it,  that  no  two  princes  in  one 
age,  take  the  world  through,  would  be 
in  danger.  For,  although  I  am  fen- 
iible  it  is  not  to  my  credit,  I  will  fay, 
that  I  never  met  with  a  repulfe,  nor  a 
conduct  like  this ;  and  yet  I  never  funk 
very  low  for  the  fubjects  of  my  at- 
tempts, either  at  home  or  abroad.' 

*  Thefe  an  obvious  inferences,1  added 
he  dear  gentleman,  '  and  not  refine- 
ments upon  my  Pamela's  ftory ;  and  if 
the  gentleman  were  capable  of  thought 
and  companion,  would  rather  make 
fuch  an  example,  as  is  apprehended, 
more,  than  lefs  difficult  than  before. 

1  But  if,  indeed/  added  he,*  the  young 
fellow  be  fuch  a  booby,  that  he  cannot 
refleft  and  compare,  and  take  the  cafe 
with  all  it"s  circumftances  together,  I 
think  his  good  papa  or  mamma  mould 
get  him  a  wife  to  their  own  liking,  as 
foon  as  poflible;  and  the  pooreft  girl  in 
England,  who  is  honell,  would  rather 
have  reafon  to  blefs  herfelf  for  efcaping 
fuch  a  hufband,  than  to  glory  in  the 
catch  fhe  would  have  of  him.  For 
fuch  a  young  fellow  as  that,  would 
hardly  do  honour  to  his  family  in  any 
one  inftance.' 

*  Indeed,1  laid  the  countefs,' it  would 
be  pity,  after  all,  that  fuch  an  one 
mould  marry  any  lady  of  prudence  and 
birth;  for  'tis  enough  in  confcience, 
that  he  is  a  difgrace  to  one  worthy  fa- 
mily ;  it  would  be  pity  he  fhould  make 
tcwn  unhappy.' 

'  Why,really,  nephew,*  faid  Sirjacob, 
I  think  you  have  faid  a  great  deal  to 
the  purpofe.  There  is  not  fo  much 
danger  from  the  example,  as  I  appre- 
hended, from  fe'nfible  and  reflecting 
minds.  I  did  not  confider  this  matter 
thoroughly,  I  muft  needs  fay.* 


•  See  Vol.  I.  p.  1x6. 
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<  All  the  bufmefs  is,'  faid  Lady  Da- 
vers—-4 You'll  excufe  me,  fifter— There 

*  will  be  more  people  hear  that  Mr.  B. 
'  has  married  his  mother's  waiting-maid, 

*  than  will  know  his  inducements.' 

*  Not  many,  I  believe,  fifter.- — For 
(  when  'tis  known,!  have  iome  character 
'  in  the  world,  and  am  not  quite  an  idiot, 
'  (and  my  faults,  in  having  not  been  one 

*  of  the  mod  virtuous  of  men,  will  (land 
e  me  in  fome  ftead  in  this  cafe,  though 

*  hardly  in  any  other)  they  will  naturally 
'  inquire  into  my  inducements. 

*  But  fee  you  not,  when  we  go  abroad 

*  to  church,  or  elfewhere,  what  numbers 

*  of  people  her  character  draws  to  admire 

*  the  dear  creature  ?  Does  not  this  (hew, 
'  that  her  virtue  has  made  her  more  con- 

*  fpicuous,  than  my  fortune  has  made 
'  me  ?  For  I  paifed  up  and  down  quietly 
'  enough  before,  (handfome  as  my  equi- 
'  page  always  was)   and  attracted  not 

*  any  body's  notice:  and  indeed  I  had  as 

*  "lieve  thefe  honours  were  not  fo  publickly 
c  paid  her  ;  for  even,  were  I  fond  of  fhew 
'  and  parade,  what  are  they,  but  a  re- 
'  proach  to  me  ? — And  can  I  have  any 
'  excellence,  but  a  fecondary  one,  in  hav- 
'  ing,  after  all  my  periecutions  of  her, 
'  done  but  common  juilice  to  her  merit? 

'  This  anfwers  your  objection,  Lady 
'  Da\ers,  and  mews,  that  my  induce- 

*  menis  and  her  ftory  muft  be  equally 
e  known.     And,  upon  my  confcience, 

*  I  think,  (every  thing  I  have  laid  con- 
'  fidered,  and  every  thing  that  might  tf  ill 
'  farther  be  urged,  and  the  conduct  of 
'  that  dear  creature  in  the  flat  ton   (he 

*  adorns,  fo  much  exceeding  all  I  hoped, 
'  or  could  flatter  myfeif  with,  from  the 
'  moll  promifing  appearances)  that  (he 
'  does  me  more  honour  than  I  have  done 

*  terj  and  If  I  am  capable  of  putting 
'  myfeif  in  a  third  perfon's  place,  I  think 

*  I  mould  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  were 
'  I  to  determine  upon  fuch  another  pair, 
'  exaftly  circumftanced  as  we  are.' 

You  may  believe,  my  friend,  how 
much  this  generous  defence  of  the  itep  he 
had  taken,  attributing  every  thing  to  me, 
and  depreciating  his  worthy  felf,  affected 
me.  I  played  with  a  cork  one  while ; 
with  my  rings  another,  turning  them 
round  my  fingers;  looked  down,  and  on 
one  fide;  and  every  way  I  looked,  but  on 
the  company;  for  they  gazed  too  much 
upon  me  all  the  time ;  fo  that  I  could 
only 'glance  a  tearful  eye  now- and -then 
upon  the  clear  man  ;  and  when  it  would 
overflow,  catch  in  my  handkerchief  the 


efcaped  fugitives,  that  would  (tart  un- 
bidden beyond  their  proper  limits,  though 
I  often  endeavoured,  by  a  twinkling  mo- 
tioi?,  to  difpcrfethe  gathering  water,  be- 
fore it  had  formed  itfelf  into  drops  too 
big  to  be  retrained. 

All  the  company  praifed  the  dear  ge- 
nerous fpeaker,  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fay 
farther — «  Although,  my  good  friends, 
I  can  truly  fay,  that  with  all  the  pride 
of  family,  and  the  infolence  cf  fortune, 
which  once  made  me  doubt  whether  I 
ihould  not  fink  too  low,  if  I  made  my 
Pamela  my  mifbvefs,  (for  I  mould  then 
have  treated  her  notungeneroufly,  and 
Ihould  have  fuffered  her,  perhaps,  to 
call"  herfelf  by  my  name)  I  have  never 
once  repented  of  what  I  have  done :  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  always  rejoiced  in 
it,  and  it  has  been,  from  the  ftrft  day 
of  our  marriage,  my  pride  and  my 
boaft,  (and  (hall  be,  let  others  fay  what 
they  will)  that  I  can  call  fuch  an  ex- 
cellence, and  fuch  a  purity,  which  I  fo 
little  deferve,  mine ;  and  I  look  down 
with  contempt  upon  the  rafnnefs  of 
all  fuch  as. reflect  upon  me;  for  they 
can  have  no  notion  of  iny  happinefs,  or 
her  merit.' 

4  O  dear  Sir,"  faid  I,  *  how  do  you 
over-rate  my  poor  merit ! — Some  per- 
fons  are  hap^y  in  a  life  of  comforts,  but 
mine's  a  life  of  joy! — One  rapturous 
inftance  follows  another  fo  faft,  that  I 
know  not  how  to  bear  them.' 
«  Whew!'  —  whittled  Sir  Jacob- 
Whereabouts  am  I? — I  hope,  by-and- 
by,  you'll  come  down  to  our  pitch, 
that  one  may  put  in  a  word  or  two  with 
you.' 

{  May  you  be  long  thus  bleft,  and  thus 
happy  together!'  faid  Lady  Davers.  *  I 
know  not  which  to  admire  moft,  the 
dear  girl  that  never  was  bad,  or  the 
dear  gentleman,  that,  having  been  bad, 
is  no'v  fo  good !' 

Said  my  "Lord  Davers — *  There  is 
hardly  any  bearing  thefe  moving  fcenes, 
following  one  another  fo  quick,  as  my 
fifter  fays.' 

The  countefs  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
till  now,  (he  had  been  at  a  lofs  to  form 
any  notion  of  the  happinefs  of  the  firft 
pair  before  the  Fall:  but  now,  by  fo  fine 
an  inftance  as  this,  me  comprehended  it 
in  all  it's  force — '  God  continue  you  to 
'  one  another,'  added  her  ladymip,  *  for 
'  a  credit  to  the  (late,  and  to  human  na^ 
'  ture.' 

Mr.  H.  having  his  elbows  on  the 
table, 
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table,  folded  his  hands,  fhaking  them, 
and  looking  down — *  Egad,  this  is  un- 
«  common  life,  that  it  is  ! — Your  two 
'  fouls,  I  can  fee  that,  are  like  well-tuned 

*  inftruments:  but  they  are  too  high-fet 
'  for  me  a  vaft  deal.1 

«  The  beft  things,'  faid  Lady  Davers, 
(always  fevere  upon  her  poor  nephew) 

*  thou  ever  faidlt.     The  mufick   muft 
«   be  equal  to  that  of  Orpheus,  which  can 
'  make  fuch  a  favage  as  thee  dance  to  it. 
'  I  charge  thee,  fay  not  another  woixUo- 
'  night.' 

'  Why,  indeed,  aunt,1  returned  he, 
laughing,  '  I  believe  it  ewas  pretty  well 
'  faid  for  your  foolifh  fellow :  though  it 

*  was  by  chance,  I  muft  confefs :  I  did 

*  not  think  of  it.' 

'  That  I  believe,'  replied  my  lady;— 
'  if  thou  hadft,  thou'dft  not  have  fpoken 
«  fowell.' 

Sir  Jacob  and  Mr.  B.  afterwards  fell 
into  a  family  difcourfe ;  and  Sir  Jacob 
gave  us  an  account  of  two  or  three  court- 
fhips  by  his  three  fons,  and  to  his  two 
daughters,  and  his  reafons  for  difallow- 
ing  them:  and  I  could  obferve,  he  is  an 
abfolute  tyrant  in  his  family,  though 
they  are  all  men  and  women  grown,  and 
he  feemed  to  pleafe  himfelf  how  much 
they  flood  in  awe  of  him. 

One  odd  piece  of  converfation  I  muft 
tell  you,  Mifs,  becaufe  of  the  inference 
that  followed  it. 

Sir  Jacob  afked  Mr.  B.  if  he  did  not 
remember  John  Wilkins,  his  fteward? 
He  was  an  honeft  fellow/  faid  he,  *  as 
ever  lived. — But  he's  dead.  Alas  for 
him,  poor  Jack? — He  phyiick'd  him- 
felf  out  of  his  life. — He  would  be  al- 
ways taking  flops:  had  I  done  fo,  I 
mould  have  gone  to  the  dogs  long  ago. 
—But  whom  do  you  think,  nephew,  I 
have  got  in  his  place  ? — Nay,  you  can't 
know  him,  neither.  Why,  'tis  Jerry 
Sherwood;  a  boy  I  took  upon  charity, 
and  taught  to  write  and  read,  or  paid 
for't,  and  that's  the  fame  thing — Hay, 
you  know  ! — And  now  Jerry's  a  gen- 
tleman's fellow,  and  is  much  refpecled 
by  all  our  hunters;  for  he's. -a  keen 
fportfman,  I'll  allure  you.  I  brought 
him  up  to  that  myfelf,  and  many  a  jirk 
has  the  dog  had  from  me, before  I  could 
make  any  thing  of  him.  Many  and 
many  a  good  time  have  I  thwack'd  the 
rafcal's  jacket ;  and  he  owes  all  he  is, 
and  will  be,  to  me.  And  I  now  fuffer 
him  to  fit  down  at  table  with  me,  when 
I  have  no  guefts.' 
*  But  is  not  this  a  bad  example,'  faid 


Mr.  B.  '  to  promote  fo  low  a  fervant  to 
'  the  command   of  the  family,  under 

*  you?  What  do  gentlemen  fay  to  this'1 

*  Gentlemen  fay  to  it ! — Why,  what 
'  gentlemen  have  any  thing  to  do  with  my 
'  family  management? — Surely,  I  may 

*  do  as  I  will  in  my  own  houfe,  and  in 

*  my  own  family,  or  elfe  it  would  be  very 
'  hard.' 

'  True,  Sir  Jacob ;  but  people  will  be 
'  meddling  where  they  have  leaft  bufmefs. 

*  But  are  not  all  the  gentlemen  uneafy, 

*  for  fear  their  loiveji  fervants,  from  the 
'  example  fet  by  fo  leading  a  man  as 

*  you,  a  chairman  of  the  fefiions,  a  co- 
'  lonel  of  militia,  a  deputy  lieutenant, 
'  and  a  juftice  of  quorum,  mould  want 
'  to  be  made  their  Jie-ivards  f" 

*  Why,  I  can't  fay  that  any  body  has 
'  taken  it  into  their  heads  to  queftion  me 
'  upon  this  fubjecl.    I  fhould  think  them 

*  plaguy  impertinent,  if  they  had,  and 

*  bid  them  mind  their  own  bufmefs.' 

*  But  you'll  allow,  Sir  Jacob,  that 

*  every  one  who  knows  you  have  raifed 

*  your  foot-boy  to  be  your  fteward,  will 
'  not  know  your  inducements -^  although, 

*  I  doubt  not,  they  are  very  good  ones.' 
Lady  Davers  fhook  her  head  at  her 

brother,  faying — *    Very  well,  Sir,  very 
«  well!' 

Sir  Jacob  cried  out — *  O  ho,  nephew ! 
'  are  you  thereabouts  with  your  bears  ? 
'  Why,  I  can't  fay,  but  you're  in  with 
1  me  now. — Let's  fee,  what  have  I  faid  ? 
•  *  —Ay,  by  my  foul,  you  have  nabb'd 
c  me  cleverly.  Faith  and  troth,  you  have 
'  convinced  me,  by  an  example  of  my 
<  own,  that  I  was  impertinent  to  trouble 
c  my  head  about  the  management  of 
4  your  family.  Though  near  kindred 
'  makes  fomeexcufe  for  me  too.— And, 

*  befides,  a  Jleward  and  a  wife  are  two 

*  things.' 

*  Se  I'd  have  'em  be,  Sir  Jacob.  But 
'  good  wives  are  but  fte  wards  to  their 
'  hufbands  in  many  cafes ;  and  mine  is 
'  the  beft  that  ever  man  had.' 

'  Pretty  expenfive  ones,  nephew,  for 

*  all  that,  as  the  world  runs.    Moftgen- 
'  tlemen  find,  I  believe,  ftewards  of  this 

*  fort  run  them  out  more  than  they  fave: 

*  but  that's  not  your  cafe,  I  dare  fay.— - 
«  I'faith,  though,  you  have  nick'd  me 
'  cleverly,  that  you  have.' 

'  But,  my  witty  brother,'  faid  my 
lady,  *  I  believe  you'd  better,  for  all  your 

*  fling  at  me,  as  to  inducements,  ftick  to 
'  your  firft  defence,  as  to  the  example 
'  fake ;  for,  who  ftands  upon  birth  or 

*  degree  in  the  office  of  a  fteward?' 

3H  «It 
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« It  will  anfwer  feveral  purpofes,  fifter, 
and  come  nearer  the  point  in  what  you 
object,  than  you  are  aware  of,  were 
we  to  difpute  upon  it.  But  I  have 
gained  my  end  in  the  obfervation  :  Sir 
Jacob  takes  the  force  of  the  comparifon, 
and  is  convinced,  I  dare  fay,  there  is 
fome  juftice  in  it.' 

'  Ay,  ay,  a  great  deal,'  faid  Sir  Jacob; 
for  a  wife  is,  or  ought  to  be,  her  huf- 
band's  fteward,  I'm  fare,  when  mine 
was  living,  I  made  her  fo,  and  had  no 
other;  for  me  made  memorandums, 
and  I  digefted  them  into  a  book;  and 
yet  me  brought  me  a  noble  fortune  too, 
as  you  all  know.' 

"  Here,Mifs,  I  conclude  my  tedious  nar- 
rations.— Be  fo  good  as  to  fkim  them 
over  lightly,  that  you  may  not  think  the 
wot  fe  of  me;  and  then  return  them,  (with 
fome  of  your  charming  penmanfhip)  that 
I  may  fend  them  on  to  Kent.  To  be  fure 
I  would  not  have  been  fotedioufly  trifling, 
but  for  the  fake  of  my  dear  parents :  and 
there  is  fo  much  felf-praife,  as  it  may 
feem,  from  a  perlbn  repeating  the  fine 
things  faid  of  herfeif,and  that  I  am  half 
cf  opinion  I  mould  fend  them  to  Kent 
only,  and  to  think  you  mould  be  obliged 
to  me  for  faving  you  fo  much  trouble 
and  impertinence. 

Do.  dear  Mifs,  be  fo  free  as  to  forbid 
jne  to  fend  you  any  more  long  journals, 
but  common  letters  only,  of  how  you 
do?  and  who  and  who's  together,  and 
of  refpefls  to  one,  and  to  another,  and  fo 
forth. — Letters  that  one  might  difpatch, 
as  Sir  Jacob  fays,  in  a  twinkling,  and 
perhaps  be  more  to  the  purpofe  than  the 
tedious- fcrawl,  which  kifles  your  hands, 
fromyours  moft  Jincerely.t 

P.  B. 

Do,  dear  good  Sir  Simon,  let  Mifs  Polly 
add  to  our  delights,  by  her  charming 
company.  Mr.  Murray,  and  the  new 
affair,  will  divertj'o//,  in  her  abfence. 
—So  pray,  fince  my  good  Lady  Darn- 
ford  has  confented,  and  (he  is  willing, 
and  her  fifter  can  fpare  her  5  don't  be  fo 
crols  as  to  deny  me, 


LETTER     XXXIV. 

MISS  DARNFORD  TO  MRS.B. 


MY   DEAR  MRS.  B, 

YO  U  have  given  us  great  pleafare 
in  your  accounts  of  your  conver- 
fstions,,  and  of  the  verfcs  put  fo  boldly 


and  wickedly  under  your  feat;  and  in 
your  juft  observations  on  the  lines,  and 
the  occafion. 

I  am  quite  mocked,  when  I  think  of 
Lady  Davers's  paflionate  intentions,  at 
her  firft  coming  down  to  you  to  the 
Hall,  but  have  let  nobody  into  theworft 
of  the  matter,  in  compliance  with  your 
defire.  We  are  delighted  with  your  ac- 
count of  your  family  management,  and 
your  Sunday's  fervice — What  an  excel- 
lent lady  you  are!  And  how  happy  and 
how  good,  you  make  every  one  who 
knows  you,  is  feen  by  the  ladies  joining 
in  your  evening  fervice,  as  well  as  their 
domefticks. 

We  go  on  here  fwimmingly  with  our 
courtihip.  Never  was  there  a  fonder 
couple  than  Mr.  Murray  and  Mifs  Nancy. 
The  moody  girl  is  quite  alive,  ealy,  and 
pleafed,  except  now-and-then  with  me. 
— We  had  a  fad  falling-out  t'other  day. 
Thus  it  was: 

She  had  the  aflurance,  on  my  faying, 
they  were  fo  fond  and  fo  free  before- 
hand, that  they  would  leave  nothing  for 
improvement  afterwards;  to  tell  me,  ihe 
had  for  fome  time  perceived,  that  my 
envy  was  very  difquieting  to  me.  This 
me  faid  before  Mr.  Murray,  who  had  the 
good  manners  to  retire,  feeing  a  ftorm 
riling  between  us. 

'  Poor  foolim  girl,'  cried  I,  when  he 
was  gone,  provoked  to  great  contempt 
by  her  expreSion  before  him,  '  thou 
'  wilt  make  me  defpife  thee  in  fpite  of 
s  my  heart. — But,  pr'ythee,  manage  thy 

*  matters  with  common  decency,  at  leaft/ 

*  Good  lack !    Common  decency ,  did 

*  you  fay  ?  When  my  fifter  Polly  is  able 

*  to  mew  me  what  it  is,  I  mall  hope  to 

*  be  better  for  her  example.' 

'  No,  thou'lt  never  be  better  for  any 

*  hady's  example  !    Thy  ill-nature  and 

*  perverfenefs  will  keep  thee  from  that, 
'  as  it  has  always  hitherto  done.' 

*  My  ill-temper,  you  have  often  told 
'  me,  is  natural  to  me;  fo  it  muft  become 
(  me  ;  but  upon  fuch  a  fweet- tempered 
4  young  lady  as  Mils  Polly,  her  late  af- 

*  fumed  petulance  fits  but  ill ! ' 

*  I  muft  have  had  no  bad  temper,  and 

*  that  every  one  fays,  to  bear  with  thy 
'  fullen  and  pcrverfe  one,  as  I  have  done 

*  all  my  life.' 

'  But  why  can't  you  bear  with  it  a 
«  little  longer,  fifter  ? — Does  any  thin<£ 
'  provoke  you1  no^uf  (with  a  fly  leer,  ana 
affected  drawl)  '  that  did  not  formerly?" 

<  Provoke  me !— What  mould  provoke 

*  me  ?— J  gave  thee  but  a  hint  of  thy  fond 
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folly,  winch  makes  thee  behave  fo  be- 
fore company,  that  every  one  fmiles  at 
thee  j  and  I'd  be  glad  to  fave  thee 
from  contempt  for  thy  new  good  hu- 
mour, as  I  ufed  to  try  to  do,  for  thy 
old  bad  nature.* 

*  Is  that  it  ? — What  a  kind  fitter  have 
I  ! — But  perhaps  I  fee  it  vexes  you  ; 
and  ill-natured  folks  love  to  teize,ycu 
know. — But,  dear  Polly,  don't  let  the 
affection  Mr.  Murray  exprefles  for  me, 
put  fuch  a  good -tempered  body  out  of 
humour,  pray  don't ! — Who  knows,' 

(continued  the  provoker,  who  never  fays 
a  tolerable  thing  that  is  not  ill-natured, 
that  being  her  talent)  4  but  the  gentleman 
'  may  think  him  lei  f  happy,  that  he  has 

*  found  a  way,  with  ib  much  eafe,  to 

*  difpenfe  with  the  difficulty  that  elder- 

*  (hip  laid  him  under  ? — But  as  he  did 
'  you  the  favour  to  let  the  repulfc  come 

*  from  you,  don't  be  angry,  fifter,  that 
<  he  took  you  at  the/r/?  word.' 

*  Indeed,  indeed,*  faid  I,  with  a  con- 
temptuous fmile,  *  thou'rt  in  the  right, 

*  Nancy,   to  take  the  gentleman  at  bis 

*  firft  word.     Hold  him  faft,  and  play 

*  over  all  thy  monkey  tricks  with  him, 

*  with  all  my  heart :  who  knows  but  it 
'  may  engage  him  more  ?  For  mould  he 

*  leave  thee,  I  might  be  too  much  pro- 
4  voked  at  thy  ingratitude,  to  turn  over 

*  another  gentleman  to  thee— And  let 
4  me  tell  thee,  without  fuch  an  introduc- 
4  tion,  thy  temper  would  keep  any  body 

*  from  thee,  that  knows  it.' 

*  Poor  Mifs  Polly  !— Come,    be  as 

*  eafy  as  you  can  !  Who  knows  but  we 

*  may  find  out  fome  coufm  or  friend  of 
4  Mr.  Murray's  between  us,  that  we 

*  may  perfuade  to  addrefs  you  ?    Don't 
'  make  us  your  enemies  :  we'll  try  to 
4  make  you  eafy,  if  we  can — 'Tis  a  little 
4  hard,  that  you  mould  be  fo  cruelly 

*  taken  at  your  word,  that  it  is.' 

'  Doft  think,'  faid  I,  «  poor  ftupid,  ill- 

*  judging  Nancy,  that  I  can  have  the 

*  fame  regret  for  parting  with  a  man  I 

*  could  not  like,  that  thou  had'ft,  when 
'  thy  vain  hopes  met  with  the  repulfe 

*  they  deferred  from  Mr.  B.  ?' 

*  Mr.  B.  come  up  again  !  I  have  not 
'  heard  of  Mr.  B.  a  great  while.' 

'  No,  but  it  was  neceflary  that  one 
4  nail  ihould   drive  out  another  ;    for 

*  thou'dft  been  repining  ftill,  had  not 

*  Mr.  Murray  been  turnedo--ver\.Q  thee/ 
4  Turned  over !  You  ufed  that  word 

*  once  before,  filter  :  fuch  great  wits  as 


'  you,  methinks,  mould  not  ufe  the  fame 
4  word  twice.' 

*  How  doft  thou  know  \vhat  wits 
4  Jhouldy  or  mould  not  do  ?  Thou  haft 
4  no  talent  but  ill-nature,  and  'tis  enough 
4  for  thee,  that  one  view  takes  up  thy 

*  whole  thought.     Purfue  that — But  I 
4  would  only  caution  thee,  not  tofc.tiate 
4  where  thou  would  ft  oblige,  th?t~s  all  : 
4  or,  if  thy  man  can  be  fo  grois,  as  to 
4  like  thy  fondnefs,  to  leave  fomething 
4  for  hereafter.'' 

4  I'll  call  him  in  again,  fifter,  and  you 
4  /hall  acquaint  us  how  you'd  have  it.— « 
4  Bell,'  (for  the  maid  came  ia  juft  then) 
4  tell  Mr.  Murray  I  defire  him  to  walk 
4  in.' 

4  I'm  glad  to  fee  thee  fo  teachable  all 
4  at  once ! — I  find  now  what  was  the 
4  caufe  of  thy  conftant  perverfcnefs  :  for 
4  had  the  unavailing  Icffons  my  mamma 
4  was  always  inculcating  into  thee,  come 
4  from  a  man  thou  couldft  have  had 
4  hopes  of,  they  had  fucceeded  better/ 

In  came  Sir  Simon,  with  his  crutch- 
ftick — But  can  you  bear  this  nonlenfe, 
Mrs.  B.  ?  4  What,  fparring,  jangling 
4  again,  you  fluts  ! — O  what  fiery  eye* 
4  on  one  fide!  and  contemptuous  looks 
4  on  t'other  ! ' 

4  Why,  papa,  my  fifter  Polly  has 
4  turned  over  Mr.  Murray  to  me,  and 
4  me  wants  him  back  again,  and  he 
4  won't  come— -That's  all  the  matter  !' 

4  You  know  your  daughter  Nancy, 
4  papa — fhe  never  could  bear  reproof, 
4  and  yet  would  always  deferve  it ! — I 
4  was  only  gently  remarking  for  her  in- 
4  ftruclion,  on  her  fondnefs  before  com- 
4  pany,  and  fhe  is  as  fhe  ufed  to  be ! — 
4  Courtfhip,  indeed,  is  a  new  thing  to  the 
4  poor  girl,  and  fo  fhe  knows  not  how  to 
4  behave  herfelf  in  it.' 

4  So,  Polly,  becaufe  you  have  been 
4  able  to  run  over  a  long  lift  of  humble 
4  fervants,  you  muft  infult  your  filler, 
4  muft  you  ? — But  are  you  really  ccm- 
4  cerned,  Polly  ? — Hay!' 

4  Sir,  this  or  any  thing,  i~s  very  well 
4  from  you. — But  thefe  imputations  of 
4  envy,  before  Mr.  Murray,  muft  make 
4  the  man  very  confiderable  with  him- 

*  felf.     Poor  Nancy  don't  confider  that. 
4  — But,  indeed,  how  mould  fhe  ?  How 
4  fhould  /be  be   able  to   reflect,    who 
4  knows    not   what   reflection    is,    ex- 
4,  cept  of  the  fpiteful  fort?    But,  pa; a, 
4  fhould  the  poor  thing  add  to  h'ii\"^\r^y.f 
1  which  wants  no  addition,  at  ihi-.^x- 

3  H  z  *  perx.-?; 


PAMELA. 


'  pence  of  that  pride,  which  can  only 
«  preferve  her  from  contempt  r 

I  faw  her  affected,  and  was  refolved 
to  purfue  my  advantage. 
*  Pr'ythee,Nancy,'  continued  I, '  can'ft 
thou  not  have  a  little  patience,  child — 
My  papa  will  fet  the  day  as  foon  as  he 
fliall  think  it  proper.  And  don't  let 
thy  man  toil  to  keep  pace  with  thy 
fondnefs  j  for  I  have  pitied  him  many 
a  time,  when  I  have  feen  him  ftretched 
on  the  tenters  to  keep  thee  in  counte- 
nance.' 

This  fet  the  ill-natured  girl  into  tears 
and  fretfulnefs  ;  all  her  old  temper  came 
upon  her,  as  I  defigned  it  mould  ;  for  fhe 
had  kept  me  at  bay  longer  than  ufual  j 
and  I  left  her  under  the  dominion  of  it, 
and  becaule  I  would  not  come  into  a  frefh 
difpute,  got  my  mamma's  leave,  and  the 
chariot,  and  went  and  begged  a  dinner 
at  Lady  Jones's  j  and  then  came  home 
as  cool  and  as  eafy  as  I  ufed  to  be  j  and 
found  Nancy  as  fallen  and  fdent,  as  was 
hercuftom,  before  Mr.  Murray  tendered 
himfelf  to  her  ready  acceptance.  But  I 
went  to  my  fpinnet,  and  fuffered  her  to 
fwell  on. 

We  have  faid  nothing  but  No,  and 
Yes,  ever  lince:  and  I  wifh  I  was  with 
you  for  a  month,  and  all  their  nonfenfe 
over  without  me.  I  am,  my  dear,  oblig- 
ing, and  excellent  Mrs.  B.  your  faith- 
ful and  affeftionate 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

The  two  following,  anticipating  the  or- 
der of  time,  for  the  reafons  mentioned 
p.  355,  we  inferthere. 


LETTER    XXXV. 

V ROM  MISS  DARNFORD  TO   MRS.  B. 
MT   DEAR    MRS.  B. 

PRAY  give  my  fervice  to  your  Mr. 
B.  and  tell  him  he  is  very  unpolite 
in  his  reflections  t  upon  me,  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Murray,  when  he  fuppofes  I  re- 
gret the  lofs  of  him.  You  are  much 
more  favourable  and  juft  too,  I  will  fay, 
to  your  Polly  Darnford.  Thefe  gentle- 
men, the  very  beftof  them,  are  fuch  in- 
delicates !  They  think  fo  highly  of  their 
faucy  felves,  and  confident  fex,  as  if  a 
l«dy  «a»not  from  her  heart  defpife  them: 


but  if  fhe  turns  them  off,  as  they  de- 
ferve,  and  happens  to  continue  her  diflike, 
what  mould  be  interpreted  in  her  favour, 
as  a  juftand  regular  piece  of  conduct,  is 
turned  againft  her,  and  it  muft  proceed 
from  fpite. 

Mr.  B.  may  think  he  knows  a  good 
deal  of  the  fex.  But,  perhaps,  were  I 
as  malicious  as  he  is  reflecting,  (and  yet, 
if  I  have  any  malice,  he  has  raifed  it)  I 
could  fay,  that  his  acquaintance  was  not 
with  the  moft  unexceptionable,  till  he 
had  the  happinefs  to  know  you :  and  he 
has  not  long  enough  been  happy  in  you, 
I  find,  to  do  juttice  to  thofe  who  are  proud 
to  emulate  your  virtues. 

But  I  can't  bear,  it  fiems,  to  fee  my 
fifter  addrefled  and  complimented,  and 
preferred  by  one  whom  I  had  thought  in 
my  own  power  !  But  he  may  be  miftak- 
en:  with  all  his  fagacity,  he  has  been 
often.  Nor  is  it  fo  mortifying  a  thing 
to  me  as  he  imagines,  to  fit  and  fee  two 
fuch  anticks  playing  their  pugs  tricks,  as 
he  calls  them,  with  one-another. 

But  you  hardly  ever  faw  fuck  pugs 
tricks  played  as  they  play,  at  fo  early  a 
time  of  courtfhip.  The  girl  hangs  upon, 
his  arm,  and  receives  his  empty  head  on  — 
her  moulder,  already,  with  a  freedom  that 
would  be  cenfurable  in  a  bride,  before 
folks.  A  ftiff,  fuller.,  proud,  fcornful 
girl,  as  flie  ufed  to  be,  me  now  puts  on 
airs  that  are  not  natural  either  to  her  fea- 
tures or  her  character  j  and  judge  then 
how  it  muitdifguft  one;  efpecially  when 
one  fees  her  man  fo  proud  and  vain  upon 
it,  that,  like  a  true  man,  he  treats  her 
with  the  lefs  ceremony  for  her  condefcen- 
fions,  putting  on  airs  of  confequenee, 
while  her  eafinefs  of  behaviour  makes 
him  fecure  of  acceptance,  and  a  kind  re- 
ception, let  him  be  as  negligentor  as/or- 
nvard  as  he  pleafes. 

I  fay,  Mrs.  B.  there  can  be  no  living 
with  thefe  men  upon  fuch  beginnings.— 
They  ought  to  know  their  di  fiance,  or 
be  taught  it,  and  not  to  think  it  in  their 
power  to  confer  that  as  a  favour,  which 
they  mould  efteem  it  an  honour  to  re- 
ceive. 

But  neither  can  I  bear,  it  feems,  the 
preparatives  to  matrimony,  the'  fine 
clothes,  the  compliments,  the  lufy  no- 
velty, as  he  calls  it,  the  new  equipages, 
and  fo  forth.  That's  his  miftake  aga-in, 
tell  him  :  for  one  who  can  look  forwarder 


**  See  this  Vol.  p.  396. 
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than  the  nine  days  of  wonder,  can  eafily 
defpife  fo  flamy  and  fo  tranfient  a  glare. 
And  were  I  fond  of  compliments,  it 
would  not,  perhaps,  be  the  way  to  be 
pleafed,  in  that  refpeft,  if  I  were  to 
marry. 

Compliments  in  the  fingle  ftate  are  a 
lady's  due,  whether  courted  or  not;  and 
me  receives  them,  or  ought  always  to  re- 
ceive them,  as  fuch  :  but  in  courtfhip 
they  are  poured  out  upon  one,  like  a 
hafty  mower,  that  one  knows  will  foon 
be  over. — A  mighty  comfortable  confi- 
deration  this,  to  a  lady  who  loves  to  be 
complimented  ! — Inftead  of  the  refrefh- 
ing  April  -  like  fhowers,  which  beautify 
the  fun-mine,  me  mall  ftand  a  deluge 
of  complaifance,  be  wet  to  the  fkin  with 
it ;  and  then — What  then  ! — Why  be 
in  a  Lybian  defart  ever  after  ; — Expe- 
rience a  conftant  parching  drought,  and 
all  her  attributed  excellencies  will  be 
fwallowed  up  in  the  quickfands  of  ma- 
trimony. 

It  may  be  othervvife  with  you ;  and  it 
muft  be  otherwife ;  becaufe  there  is  fuch 
an  infinite  variety  in  your  excellence.— 
But  does  Mr.  B.  think  it  muft  be  fo  in 
every  matrimony  ? 

'Tis  true,  he  improves  every  hour,  as 
I  fee  in  your  kind  papers,  in  his  fine 
fpeeches  to  you.  But  it  could  not  be 
Mr.  B.  if  he  did  not:  your  merit  extorts 
it  from  him :  and  what  an  ingrateful, 
as  well  as  abfurd  churl,  would  he  be, 
who  mould  feek  to  obfcure  a  meridian 
luftre,  that  dazzles  the  eyes  of  every  one 
clfe  ? 

But  let  me  obferve,  moreover,  that  you 
had  fo  few  of  theie  fine  fpeeches  before 
hand,  that  you  have  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  expe6l  them  no-iv :  and  this  lef- 
fens  his  merit  a  good  deal,  as  the  moft 
he  can  fay,  is  but  common  juftice,  on 
full  proof;  for,  can  the  like  generofity 
be  attributed  to  him,  as  might  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  praifes  on  truji  ? 

You  promife,  if  I  will  come  to  you, 
you  will  join  with  me  againft  Mr.  B.  on 
this  fubjecl.  'Tis  very  kindly  offered  : 
br.t  when  Mr.  B.  is  in  the  queftion,  I  ex- 
pect very  little  afliftance  from  you,  be 
the  argument  what  it  will. 

But  'tis  not, my  fault,  I  don't  come,  I 
am  quite  tired  with  the  perverfe  folly  of 
this  Nancy  of  ours.  She  every  day  be- 
haves more  like  a  fool  to  Mr.  Murray, 
and  lefs  like  a  fifter  to  me,  and  takes  de- 
light to  teize  and  vex  me,  by  all  the  little 
ways  in  her  power.  And  then  ikrlineft 


and  ill-temper  are  fo  natural  to  her,  tha  t 
I,  who  can  but  throw  out  a  fpiteful  word, 
by  way  of  flourim,  as  I  may  fay,  and  'tis 
over,  and  I  am  forry  for  it  as  foon  as 
fpoken,  am  no  match  for  her  : — forme 
perfe<veres  fo  intolerably,  and  comes 
back  to  the  attack,  though  never  fo  often 
repulfed,  rifmg  like  Antaeus,  with  frefh 
vigour  for  every  fall,  or  like  the  Lernxan. 
hydra,  which  had  a  new  head  fprouting 
tip,  as  faft  as  any  one  of  the  feven  was 
lopt  off,  that  there  is  no  bearing  her. 
Wedlock,  in  fine,  muft  be  her  Hercules, 
and  will  furnifh  me,  I  doubt,  with  a  re- 
venge I  wifh  not  for. 

But  let  me  thank  you  for  your  delight- 
ful narratives,  and  beg  you  to  continue 
them.  I  told  you  how  your  Saturday's 
converfation  with  Lady  Davers,  and  your 
Sunday  employments,  charm  us  all :  fb 
regular,  and  fo  eafy  to  be  performed— 
That's  the  delightful  thing. — What 
everybody  may  do  ! — And  yetfo  beauti- 
ful, fo  laudable,  fo  uncommon  in  the 
practice;  efpecially  among  people  in  gen- 
teel life  ! 

Your  converfation  and  decifion  in  re- 
lation to  the  two  parfons  (more  than 
charm)  tranfport  us.  Mr.  B.  let  me 
tell  you,  judges  right,  and  acts  a  charm- 
ing part,  to  throw  fuch  a  fine  game  into 
your  hands.  And  fo  excellently  do  you 
play  it,  thatyou  do  as  much  credit  to  your 
partner's  judgment  as  to  your  own.— 
Never,  furely,  was  fo  happy  a  couple. 

He  has  a  prodigious  merit  with  me,  I 
can  tell  him,  though  he  thinks  not  fo 
well  of  me  as  I  would  have  him.  To 
fee,  to  praife,  and  to  reward  a  virtue, 
is  next  to  having  hon^sfelf:  and,  in 
time,  he  will  make  as  good  a  man  (thefe 
fine  appearances  encourage  one  to  hope 
fo)  as  he  is  a  hujband. 

Your  notions  of  difpenfations,  and 
double  livings,  are  admirably  juft.  Mr. 
Williams  is  more  my  favourite  than 
ever! — And  the  amply-rewarded  Mr. 
Adams,  how  did  that  fcene  affe6tus  ! 

Again,  and  again,  I  fay,  (for  what  can 
I  fay  elfe,  or  more — fmce  I  can't  find 
words  to  fpeak  all  I  think?)  you're  a 
charming  lady!  Yet,  methinks,  poorMr. 
H.  makes  but  a  forry  figure  among  you. 

We  are  delighted  with  Lady  Davers  j 
but  ftill  more,  if  pofiible,  with  the  coun- 
tefs  :  ihe  is  a  fine  lady,  as  you  have  drawn 
her  :  but  your  characters,  though  truth 
and  nature,  are  the  moft  mocking,  or 
the  moft  amiable,  that  I  ever  read. 

We  are  full  of  impatience  to  hear  of 
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the  arrival  of  Sir  Jacob  Swynford .  We 
know  his  chara&er  pretty  well:  but 
when  he  has  fat  for  it  to  your  pencil,  it 
muft  be  an  original  indeed. 

I  will  have  another  trial  with  my  papa, 
to  move  him  to  let  me  attend  you.  I 
am  rallying  ray  forces  for  that  purpofe  : 
I  have  got  my  mamma  on  my  fide  again; 
who  is  concerned  to  fee  her  girl  vexed 
and  infulted  by  her  younger  fifter  ;  and 
who  yet  minds  no  more  whatjbe  fays  to 
her,  than  what  I  fay  j  and  Sir  Simon 
loves  at  his  heart  to  make  mifchief  be- 
tween us,  inftead  of  interpofmg  to  filence 
either  :  and  truly,  I  am  afraid,  the  de- 
light of  this  kind,  which  he  takes,  will 
make  him  deny  his  Polly  what  me  fo  ar- 
dently wifhes  for. 

I  had  a  good  mind  to  be  fick,  to  be 
wj th  you .  I  could  faft  two  or  three  days, 
to  give  it  the  better  appearance :  but  then 
my  mamma,  who  loves  not  deceit,  would 
blame  me,  if  me  knew  my  ftratagem  j 
and  be  grieved,  if  (lie  thought  I  was 
really  ill.— I  know,  farting,  when  one 
has  a  ftomach  to  eat,  gives  one  a  very 
gloomy  and  mortified  air. 

What  would  I  not  do,  in  fliort,  to  pro- 
cure to  myfelf  the  inexureffible  pleaiure 
that  I  fhould  have  in  your  company  and 
converfation  ?  But  continue  to  write  to  me 
till  then,  however,  and  that  will  be  next 
befi.  I  am  jQur  tnojl  obliged  and  obe- 
dient 
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LETTER    XXXVJ. 

FROM    THE    SAME. 
MY   DEAREST   MR5.B. 

I  Am  all  over  joy  and  rapture.  My 
good  papa  has  given  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  he  will  poit  his  Polly  under 
'your  protection,  when  you  go  to  Lon- 
don. If  you  have  but  a  tenth  part  of 
the  pleafure  I  have  on  this  occaiion,  I  am 
furc,  I  ih.al!  be  as  welcome  as  I  wim. 
Bat  he  will  infift  upon  it,  he  fays,  that 
Mr.  B.  figns  fome  acknowledgment, 
which  I  am  to  carry  along  with  me,  that 
I  am  intruded  to  his  honour  and  yours, 
and  to  be  returned  to  him  beart-wboli 
and  dutiful,  and  with  a  reputation  as  un- 
iullied  as  he  receives  me. 

But  do,  deareft  Mrs.  B.  continue  your 
jomnals  till  then;  for  I  havepromifed  to 
t'ikc  diem  up  whore  you  leave  off,  to  di- 
vert our  friends  in  thefe  parts.  There 


will  be  prefumption !  But  yet  I  will 
write  nothing  but  what  I  will  mew  you, 
and  hnve  your  confent  to  fend  !  For  I 
was  taught  early  not  to  tell  tales  out  of 
fchool;  and  a  fchool,  the  beft  I  ever  went 
to,  will  be  your  charming  converfation. 

We  have  been  greatly  diverted  with 
the  trick  put  upon  that  barbarian  Sir 
Jacob.  His  obftinacy,  repentance,  and 
amendment,  followed  fo  irrefiftibly  in 
one  half  hour,  from  the  happy  thought  of 
the  excellent  lady  countefs,  that  I  think 
no  plot  was  ever  more  fortunate.  It  was 
like  fpringing  a  lucky  mine  in  a  liege, 
that  blew  up  twenty  times  more  than  was 
expected  from  it,  and  anfwered  all  the 
befiegers  ends  at  once. 

Mr.  B.'s  defence  of  his  own  conduct 
towards  you  is  quite  noble;  and  he  judges 
with  his  ufual  generofity  and  good  fenfe, 
when,  by  adding  to  your  honour,  he 
knows  heinhances  his  own.  Mr. Pitt's 
fine  diamond  met  with  a  world  of  ad- 
mirers ;  but  all  turned  upon  this  reflec- 
tion— '  What  a  happy  man  is  Mr.  Pitt, 
*  who  can  call  fuch  a  jewel  his  own  !* 
How  greatly  do  you  excel  this  diamond  j 
and  how  much  does  Mr.  B.  outdo  Mr. 
Pitt ! — Who  has  contributed  to  give  fo 
rich  a  jewel  a  polifh  fo  admirable;  and 
then  has  fet  it  in  fo  noble  a  light,  as 
makes  it's  beauty  confpicuous  to  every 
eye  ! 

Yqu  bid  me  fkim  over  your  writings 
lightly  j  but 'tis  impoffible.  I  will  not 
flatter  you,  my  dear  Mrs.  B.  nor  will  I 
be  fufpected  to  do  fo  ;  and  yet  I  cannot 
find  words  to  praiie,  fo  much  as  I  think 
you  deferve  :  fo  1  will  only  fay,  that 
your  good  parents,  for  whofe  pleafure 
you  write,  as  well  as  for  mine,  cannot 
receive  or  read  them  with  more  delight 
than  I  do. — Even  my  fifter  Nancy  (judge 
of  their  effect  by  this ! )  will  at  any  time 
leave  Murray,  and  forget  to  frown  or  be 
ill-natured,  while  flie  can  hear  read  what 
you  write.-r-And,  angry  as  flie  makes 
me  fometimes,  I  cannot  deny  her  this 
pleafure,  becaufe  pofllbly,  among  the 
innumerable  improving  reflections  they 
abound  with,  fome  one  may  pofTibly  dsrt 
in  upon  her,  and  illuminate  her,  as  your 
converfation  and  behaviour  did  Sir  Ja- 
cob. 

But  your  application  in  P.  S.  to  my 
papa,  pleafed  him,  and  confirmed  his  re- 
folution  to  let  me  go — He  ihatched  the 
fheet  that  contained  tKis — 'That'stome,' 
faid  he  :  '  I  muft  read  this  myfelf/  He 
did,  and  faid—'  I'faith  flic's  a  Iweet  one! 

"  Do, 
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<f  Do,  dear  good  Sir  Simon"  repeated 
he  aloud,  "  let  Mifs  Polly  add  to  our  de~ 
"  lights  r— Sc  ihe  flnii  men; — if  that 
'  will  do  it ! — And  yet  this  fame  Mrs. 

*  B.  has  fo  m.my  delights  already,  that 

*  I  fhould  think  ihe  might  be  contuitul. 

*  But,  Dame  Darnford,  I  think  Fll  let 
'  her  go.    Theff.  fillers  then,  you'll  fee, 

*  how  they'll  love  at  a  diftance,  though 

*  always  quarrelling  when  together.'  He 
read  on  — '    'The  new  affair  will  divert 
t(  you — Lady  Darnford  has  confented— 
ts  M;/>  is   willing ;  and  her  Jifter  can 
"  fpare  her — "  Very  prettily  put,  faith 
— u  And  don't  you,  be  fo  croft—"  Very 
«  fweet !— "  to  deny  me  T 

(  Why,  dear  Mr;>.  B.  I  won't  be  fo 
'  crofs,  then ;  in  .ked  I  won't  ! — And  fo, 

*  Polly,  let  "en ifcr.d  word  when  they  let 
'  out  tor  London,   and  you  ihall  'om 
'  'em  there  with  all  my  heart :  but  I'll 
'  have  a  letter  every  poir,  remember  that, 
'  girl.' 

*  Any  thing,  any  thing,  dear  papa,' 
faid  1}  *  fo  I  can  but  go  !'  He  called 
for  a  kifs,  for  his  compliance.  I  gave 
it  moft  willingly,  you  may  believe. 

Nancy  looked  envious,  although  Mr. 
Murray  came  in  juft  then — She  looked 
almod  like  a  great  glutton,  whom  I  re- 
member $  one  Sir  Jonathan  Smith,  who 
killed  himfdf  with  eating:  he  u  fed,  while 
he  was  heaping  up  his  plate  from  one 
dim,  to  watch  the  others,  and  follow  the 
knife  of  every  body  elie,  with  fuch  a 
greedy  eye,  as  if  he  could  fwear  a  rob- 
bery againft  any  one  who  prefumed  to 
eat  as  well  as  he.  This  is  a  grofs  fimile : 
but  all  greedy  and  envious  folks  look 
alike  about  the  eyes  ;  and,  thinking  of 
Nancy  en  this  occafion,  (who  envied  a 
happinefs  Hie  knew  I  preferred  to  that 
me  has  in  profyecl)  I  could  not  but  call 
to  mind  Sir  Jonathan  at  the  fame  time. 

Well,  let's  know  when  you  fet  out, 
and  you  fhan't  have  been  a  week  in  Lon- 
don, if  I  can  help  it,  but  you  mall  be 
told  by  my  tongue,  as  now  by  my  pen, 
how  much  I  am  jiour  obliged  admirer 
and  friend t 
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LETTER    XXXVII. 

MY   DEAR   FRIEND, 

I  Now  proceed  with  my  journal,  which 
I  had  brought  down  to  Thurfday 
fright, 


FRIDAY. 


The  two  ladies  refolving,  as  they  faid, 
to  infpeft  ail  my  proceedings,  inhfted 
upon  it,  that  I  would  take  them  with  me 
in  my  benevolent  roundt  (as  they,  after 
we  returned,  would  call  it)  which  I  ge- 
nerally take  once  a  week  among  my  pooi1 
and  lick  neighbours  ;  and  finding  I  could 
not  get  off,  I  fet  out  with  them,  my  lady 
countefs  propofing  Mrs.  Worden  to  fijj 
up  the  fourth  place  in  the  coach. 

We  talked  all  the  way  of  rharity,  and 
the  excellency  of  that  dutyj  and  my 
Lady  Davers  took  notice  of  the  text, 
that  it  would  hide  a  multitude  of  faults. 
And  if,'  flie  was  plea  fed  to  fay,  *  there 
was  to  be  any  truth  in  the  popifh  doc- 
trine of  fupererogation,what  abundance 
of  fuch  merits  would  arife  from  the  life 
and  actions  of  our  dear  friend  here  i* 
kindly  looking  at  me. 

I  faid,  that  when  we  had  the  pleafure 
to  reflect  that  we  ferved  a  Mailer,  who 
exacled  no  hard  terms  from  us,  but  ia 
every  cafe  almoit  that  could  be  thought 
of,  only  required  of  us  to  do  juiHce,  and 
mew  mercy,  to  one  another,  and  guvi;  u* 
reafon  to  think  He  would  judge  us  by 
thofe  rules,  it  mutt  be  a  mighty  induce- 
ment to  afts  of  charity  and  benevolence. 
But  indeed,'  added  I,  *  were  there  not 
that  inducement,  the  pleafure  that  at- 
tends fuch  ails  is  a  high  reward  j  and 
I  am  fure  the  ladies  I  have  the  honour 
to  {peak  to,  mult  have  found  it  in  an 
hundred  inftances.' 
The  countefs  faid,   me  had  once  a 
much  better  opinion  of  herfelf,  than  ihe 
found  me  had  reafon  for,  within  thei'e 
few  days  pa(h  '  And  indeed,  Mrs.  B." 
faid  (he,  '  when  I  get  home,  I  /hall  make 
i  a  good  many  people  the  better  for  your 
*  example.'     And  fo  faid  Lady  Davers ; 
which  gave  me  no  fmall  inward  pleaiure  j 
and  I  acknowledged,  in  fuitable  terms, 
the  honour  they  both  did  me. 

The  coach  let  us  down  by  the  fide  of 
a  large  common,  about  five  miles  diibnt 
from  our  houfe ;  and  we  alighted,  and 
walked  a  little  way,  encoring  not  to  have 
the  coEich  come  nearer,  that  we  might  be 
taken  as  little  notice  of  as  pofTible0;  and 
they  entered  with  me  into  two  mean  cots 
with  great  condefcenfion  and  goodnefs  ; 
one  belonging  to  a  poor  widow  and  five 
children, who  had  been  all  down  in  ague* 
and  fevers  5  the  other  to  a  man  and  his 
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wife  bed-rid  with  age  and  infirmities,  and 
two  honeft  daughters,  one  a  widow  with 
two  children,  the  other  married  to  an  huf- 
bandman,  who  had  alfo  been  ill,  but 
now,  by  comfortable  cordials,  and  good 
phyfick,  were  pretty  well,  to  what  they 
had  been. 

The  two  ladies  were  well  pleafed  with 
my  demeanour  to  the  good  folks :  to 
whom  I  faid,  that  as  I  mould  go  foon  to 
London,  I  was  willing  to  fee  them  be- 
fore I  went,  to  wifh  them  better  and  bet- 
ter, and  to  tell  them,  that  I  fhould  leave 
orders  with  Mrs.  Jervis  concerning 
them,  to  whom  they  muft  make  known 
their  wants  ;  and  that  Mr.  Barrow  would 
take  care  of  them,  I  was  fure ;  and  do 
all  that  was  in  the  power  of  phyfick  for 
the  reiteration  of  their  healths. 

Now  you  muft  know,  Mifs,  that  I  am 
not  fo  good  as  the  old  ladies  of  former 
days,  who  ufed  to  diftil  cordial  waters, 
and  prepare  medicines,  anddifpenfe  them 
themfelves.  I  knew,  if  I  were  fo  inclined, 
jny  dear  Mr.  B.  would  not  have  been 
pleafed  with  it,  becaufe,  in  the  approba- 
tion he  has  kindly  given  to  my  prefent 
method,  he  has  twice  or  thrice  praifed 
me,  that  I  don't  carry  my  charity  to  ex- 
tremes, and  make  his  houfe  a  difpenfa- 
tory.  I  would  not,  therefore,  by  aim- 
ing at  doing'  too  much,  lofe  the  opportu- 
nity of  doing  any  good  at  all  in  thefe 
refpe&s;  and  befides,  as  the  vulgar  fay- 
ing is,  One  muft  creep  before  one  goes. 
'  But  this  is  my  method  : 

I  am  upon  an  agreement  with  this 
Mr.  Barrow,  who  is  deemed  a  very  flcil- 
ful  and  honeft  apothecary,  and  one  Mr. 
Simmonds,  a  furgeon  of  like  character, 
to  attend  all  fuch  cafes  and  perfons  as  I 
ftiall  recommend  $  Mr.  Barrow  to  ad- 
minifter  phyfick  and  cordials,  as  he  (hall 
judge  proper,  and  even,  in  neceflary  cafes, 
to  call  in  aphyfician.  And  now-and- 
then,  by  looking  in  upon  them  one's  felf, 
or  fending  a  fervant  to  afkqueftions,  all 
is  kept  right. 

Befides  one  can  take  this  method  with- 
out the  oftentation,  as  fome  would  deem 
jt,  which  would  attend  the  having  one's 
dear  friend's  gate  always  croudcd  with 
unhappy  objects,  and  with  fome  who  de- 
ferve  no  countenance,  perhaps,  and  yet 
would  pofllbly  be  the  moft  clamorous} 
and  then  one  does  not  fubjecl  the  poor 
neither  to  theinfolence  of  fervants,  who 
fometimes  in  one's  abfence,  might,  were 
they  fome  fervants,  mew,  that  they  were 
far  from  being  influenced  by  the  fame 


motives  as  their  principals :  befides  the 
advantage  the  poor  have  from  the  fkill 
and  experience  which  conftant  practice 
gives  to  the  gentlemen  I  employ  ;  and 
with  whom  I  agree  but  by  the  quarter, 
becaufe,  if  there  were  a  juft  foundation 
of  complaint,  for  negligence,  or  hardnefs 
of  heart,  I  would  not  be  tied  down  from 
changing;  for,  in  fuch  cafes,  inacrifis, 
the  poor  people  depending  on  the  afllft- 
ance  of  thofe  gentlemen,  might  look  no 
farther,  and  fo  my  good  intentions  might 
not  only  be  fruftrated,  but  do  harm. 

My  Lady  Davers  obferved  a  Bible,  a 
Common  Prayer  Book,  and  a  Whole  Duty 
of  Man,  in  each  cot,  in  leathern  outfide 
cafes,  to  keep  them  clean,  and  a  Church 
Catechifm  or  two  for  thechildren ;  and  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  it  was  right:  and  her  lady- 
fhip  afked  one  of  the  children,  a  pretty 
girl,  who  learnt-herhercatechifm  ?  And 
me  curt* fy'd,  and  looked  at  me ;  for  I  da 
afk  the  children  queftions,  when  I  come, 
to  know  how  they  improve:  {  'Tis  as  I 
'  thought,'  faid  my  lady;  *  my  fifter  pro- 
'  vides  for  both  parts. — God  blefs  you, 
'  my  dear!1  faid  me,  and  tapped  my 
neck. 

My  ladies  left  tokens  of  their  bounty 
behind  them  to  both  families,  and  all  the 
good  folks  bleffed  and  prayed  for  us  at 
parting  :  and  as  we  went  out,  my  Lady 
Davers,  with  a  ferious  air,  was  pleafed  to 
fay  to  me — (  Take  care  of  your  health, 
'  my  dear  fifter ;  and  God  give  you, 

*  when  it  comes,  a  happy  hour;  for  how 
'  many  real  mourners  would  you  have, 

*  if  you  were  to  be  called  early  to  reap 
'  the  fruits  of  your  piety !' 

*  God's  will  muft  be  done,  my  lady/ 
faid  I.  *  The  fame  Providence  that  has 
'  fo  wonderfully  put  it  in  my  power  to 

*  do  a  little  good,  will  raife  up  new  friends 
1  to  the  honeft  hearts  that  rely  upon 
«  Him.' 

This  I  faid,  becaufe  fome  of  the  good 
people  heard  my  lady,  and  feemed  trou- 
bled, and  began  to  redouble  their  prayers 
for  my  fafety  and  prefervation. 

,  We  walked  thence  to  our  coach,  and 
ftretched  a  little  farther, to  vifit  two  farm- 
ers families,  about  a  mile  diftant  from 
each  other.  One  had  the  mother  of  the 
family,  with  two  fons,  juft  recovering, 
the  former  from  a  fever,  the  latter  from 
tertian  agues;  and  I  afked,  when  they  law 
Mr.  Barrow?  They  told  me,  with  great 
commendations  of  him,  that  he  had  but 
juft  left  them.  So  having  congratulated 
their  hopeful  way,  and  wifhed  them  to 
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take  cr.re  of  them/elves,  and  not  go  too 
early  to  bufmcfs,  I  laid  I  mould  defire 
Mr.  Barrow  to  watch  over  them,  for  fear 
of  a  reiapfe,  and  fhould  hardly  fee  'em 
again  for  Ionic  time  ;  and  fo  under  the 
notion  of  my  foy,  I  flid  a  couple  ot  gui- 
neas into  the  good  woman's  hand  :  for 
I  had  had  an  hint  given  me  by  Mrs.  Jer- 
Vis,  that  their  iiinei's  had  made  it  low 
with  them. 

We  proceeded  then  to  the  other  farm, 
where  the  cafe  was  a  married  daughter, 
who  had  had  a  very  dangerous  lying-in, 
and  a  wicked  hufband,  who  had  abufed 
her,  and  run  away  from  her  :  but  Ihe 
was  mending  apace,  by  good  comfort- 
able things,  which  from  time  to  time  I 
had  caufed  to  be  fent  her.  Her  old  fa- 
ther had  been  a  little  unkind  to  her,  be- 
fore I  took  notice  of  her  ;  for  me  mar- 
ried againft  his  confent;  and  indeed  the 
world  went  hard  with  the  poor  man, 
and  he  could  not  do  much  ;  and,  befides, 
he  had  a  younger  daughter,  who  had 
loft  all  her  limbs,  and  was  forced  to  be 
tied  in  a  wicker  chair,  to  keep  her  up  in 
it;  which  (having  expended  much  to  re- 
lieve her)  was  a  great  pull-back,  as  the 
good  old  woman  called  it.  And  having 
been  a  year  in  arrear  to  a  harfh  landlord, 
who  finding  a  good  ftock  upon  thegroimd, 
threatened  todiitrefs  the  poor  family,  and 
turn  them  out  of  all.  I  advanced  the  mo- 
ney upon  the  ftock;  and  the  poor  man  has 
already  paid  me  half  of  it,  (for,  Mifs,  I 
nauft  keep  within  comuafs  too)  which 
was  fifty  pounds  at  firft,  and  is  in  a  fair 
way  to  pay  me  the  other  half,  and  make 
as  much  more  forhimfelf. 

Here  I  found  Mr.  Barrow,  and  he  gave 
*ne  an  account  of  the  furcefs  of  two  other 
cafes  I  had  recommended  to  him ;  and 
told  me,  that  John  Smith,  a  poor  man, 
who,  in  thatching  a  barn,  had  tumbled 
down,  and  broken  his  leg,  and  bruiled 
himfelf  all  over,  was  in  a  fair  way  of  re- 
covery. 

This  poor  creature  had  lijce  to  have  pe- 
rifhed  by  the  cruelty  of  the  pariih  officers, 
who  would  have  paffed  him  away  toEifex, 
where  his  fettlement  was,  though  in  a 
burning  fever,  occafioned  by  his  misfor- 
tune :  but  hearing  of  the  cafe,  I  directed 
Mr.  Sirmnonds  to  attend  Irm,  and  pro- 
vide for  him,  at  my  expence,  and  gave 
my  word,  if  he  died,  to  bury  him. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  he  was  in  fo  good 
a  way,  and  told  Mr.  Barrow,  I  hoped  to 
fee  him  and  Mr.  Simmonds  together  at 
Mr,  B.'s,  before  I  let  out  for  London, 


that  we  might  advife  about  the  cafes  un- 
der their  direction,  and  that  I  might  ac- 
quit myfelf  of  fome  of  my  obligations  to 
them. 

'  You  are  a  good  man,  Mr.  Barrow,'' 
added  I :  '  God  will  blels  you  for  your 
f  care  and  kindnefs  to  thefe  poor  deiti- 
'  tute  creatures.  They  all  praife  you, 

*  and  do  nothing  but  talk  of  your  hu- 

*  manity  to  them.' 

'  O  my  good  lady,'  faid  he,  (  who 
'  can  forbear  following  fuch  an  exam- 
'  pie  as  you  fet  ?  Mr.  Simmonds  can 
'  teftify,  as  well  as  I,  (for  now-and- 
i_  then  a  cafe  requires  us  to  vifit  together) 
1  that  we  can  hardly  hear  any  complaints 
'  from  our  poor  patients,  let  'em  be  ever 
1  fo  ill,  for  the  praifes  and  bleffings  they 
f  beftow  upon  you.' 

'  It  is  good  Mr.  B.  that  enables  and 

*  encourages  me  to  do  what  I  do.  Tell 

*  them,  they  muft  blefs  God,  and  blefs. 
f  him,  and  pray  for  me,  and  thank  you 

*  and  Mr.  Simmonds  :  we  all  join  to- 

*  gether,  you  know,  for  their  good.' 
The  countefs  and  Lady  Davers  afked 

the  poor  lying-in  woman  many  queftionj, 
and  left  with  her,  and  for  her  poor  fifter, 
a  miferable  object  indeed! — (God  be 
praifed,  that  I  am  not  fuch  an  one!) 
marks  of  their  bounty  in  gold,  but  I  faw 
not  how  much  ;  and  looking  upon  one 
another,  and  then  upon  me,  and  lifting 
tip  their  hands,  coi?ld  not  fay  a  word  till 
they  were  in  the  coach :  and  fo  we  were 
carried  home,  ji'icr  we  had  juit  looked  in 
upon  a  country  ichobl,  where  I  pay  for 
the  learning  of  eight  children". 

And  here  ( — I  hope  I  recite  not  this 
with  pride,  though  I  do  with  pleafure) 
is  a  curfory  account  of  my  benevolent 
weekly  round,  as  my  ladies  will  call  it. 

I  know  you  will  not  be  difpleafed  with 
it ;  but  it  will  highly  delight  my  worthy 
parents,  who,  in  their  way,  do  a  great 
deal  of  difcreet  good  in  their  neighbour- 
hood :  for,  indeed,  Mifs,  a  little  matter, 
fttidently  bellowed,  and  cm  true  obje6ts 
of  companion,  (whole  cafes  are  foon  at 
a  criiis,  as  are  thofe  of  moft  labouring 
people)  will  go  a  great  way,  and  efpe- 
ciailyi  if  laid  out  properly  for  Vm,  ac- 
cording to  the  exigencies  of  th?:r  refpec- 
tive  cafes. — For  fuch  poor  pecp'le,  who 
live  generally  lovr,  want,  very  feidcm  -iny 
thing  but  reviving  cordials  at  firft,  arvi 
good  wholefome  kitchsn  phyfick  after- 
wards; and  then  the  wheels  of  nafne 
being  pnclogged,  new  oiled,  as  it  were, 
and  fet  right,  they  will  go  round  a^?.:n 
->,  I  wrtti 
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•with  pleafantnefs  and  eafe,  for  a  good 
while  together,  by  virtue  of  thatexercife 
which  their  labour  gives  them ;  while  t  he 
rich  and  voluptuous  are  forced  to  undergo 
great  fatigues  to  keep  theirs  clean  and  in 
order. 

This  is  well  remarked  in  a  manufcript 
poem  in  Mr.  B.'s  poiTefTion,  written  in 
anfwer  to  a  friend,  who  recommended  a 
poor  man  of  genius  to  the  favour  of  the 
author,  in  order  to  induce  the  benevolent 
gentleman  to  lift  him  into  a  higher  life 
than  that  to  which  he  was  born:  and  as 
1  am  fure  you  will  be  pleafed  with  the 
lines,  I  will  tranfcribe  them  for  your  en- 
tertainment. 

'  \y  AR  M  L  Y,  once  more,  this  ri'jt'ak'i 
*  caufe  you  prefs, 

*  Whom  genius  dignifies,  amiJft  diftrefs: 

'  All,that_yc«  wifti,myfiiendftiiprendeisdear, 

*  And  weeping  Induftry  demands  a  tear. 

«   Eafe  we  hts  pangs, — but  let  the  means  be 
'  weigh'd  j 

*  Let  anguifh  meet  him,  in  the  form  of  aid. 
«   — Where-e'er  kind  Help  can  Want's  bleak 

*  wafte  repair, 

«  Whate'er  touch'd  pity  owes  to  chill  defpair, 
'  That(hz\]  be  his.— For  he  who  claims  your 

<  grief, 

'   To  tnltte  brings  title,  tl-^t  commands  relief, 

1  Premifing  this,  permit  me  to  maintain, 
'  That,wifhinghappinefs,  you  purpofe  pain. 
«  What,tho%  hef'.veatsalongthefcorching  foil, 

*  Till  ev'ry  aching  finew  burns,  with  toil? 

'  Health,    and   contempt   of    f  pi  ten  —  and 

«  fleep'sfoft  ca>!  — 
'  And  unobftrufted  tplits — balance  all. 

*  Nor  let  fatigue,  like  his,  prefumc  com- 
'  plaint, 

*  Where  exercife,  of  choice,  cut  works  con- 

«  ftrain'. 
«  What  length'ning  furrow,  turn'd  with  tor- 

*  t'ring  fall, 

'  Heats  like  the  racket^\v\\en  it  huntsthe&<7//^ 
'  Whatlab'rer  toils  like  him,  o'er  hill  or  dale, 

<  Whofe  triumph  is  the/(.*'s  ear  or  taiP 

*  Allun-inur'd  tobear — inlife'sweak//atu«, 
'  Boy-fportfmen  tire  and  (hame  thofe  fons 

*  or"  brawn. 

<*  B.ut  ihal!  a  fire,  like  his,  want  room  to 

"  flame? 

'*  And  what  is  peace ,  to  one  who  pants  for 
"  fame?" 

1  Blefs'd  in  his  low-born  quiet,  wou'd  he 

<  dare 

*  Adopt  ciftindlion,  to  induce  defpair? 

<  Wou'd  he,  for  envy,  give  up  fare  neglect  ? 
'  AnA  hazard  calumny,  to  gain  refpe6i  ? 


(  Blow  up  ambition's  frorm,  to  blaft  his  ra"C  *f 

*  And  fcorn  obfcurity,  to  court  difgrace? 

'  True,he1s  poor,— and  fo  are  kings  no  lefs  { 

*  They  want,  whate'er  they  wifli,  and  not  pof- 

<  fefs: 

*  Wh\]ejnvainst  who  fcorn  to  feel  by  others 

4  fenfe, 

'  Are  rich  in  their  own  right,  of  competence. 
'  Bread,  and  lelf-fatisfy'd,  is  wealth,  within  j 
f  Nor  call  th at  gain— which  wifdom  fhunsto 

*  win. 

'  From  what  proud  root  cou'd  this  vain 

t  error  grow, 

1  That  poverty  is  want,  and  reft  is  woe! 
<  Weigh — but  let  reafon  hold  th'  impartial 

«  fcale, 
'  When  peace  is  purposed,  what  does  rank 

«  avail? 
'  Is  it,  to  live  in  noife,  that  makes  us  blefid? 

*  Is  it,  to  hear  our  flatter' <:  faults  careis'd  ? 

*  Is  it,  in  idle  eafe,  to  yawn  untaught, 

*  And,  fatt'ning   folly t  'pine    the   famifh'd 

'   thought  ? 
f  True  happinefs,  difdaining  all  extreme, 

*  Is   meafur'd   continence— -and    jeas'ning 

*  phlegm. 

«  This  if  your  ruftick  knows,  confefs  him 
'  great, 

*  Beyond  the  proudeft  flave,  that  guides  a 

f  fate. 

*  This  it"  he  knows  not,  fhould  he  empire 

*  gain, 

'  'Twere  fliarpen'd  appetite,  for  ftrengthen'd 
'  pain. 

"  But  wit  like  his, you  fay,by^iaturegrac'd 
•'  To  charm  in  cities,  is  in  fhades  >»///>/<.  cV." 

<  Shines   he  fj  bright,  within  his  rural 
«  fphere? 

*  There  lerhim  ftillfliineout — and  ftillfhine 

«  clear* 

Superior  genius,  /£m?,may  gain  him  weight, 
To  polifh  rudenefs,  civilize  debate, 
Warn  the  too  eafy  heart,  excite  the  cddt 
Impel  the  backward,  and  repulfe  the  bold} 
Compofefmallyjrs,  ere  bitternefs  increafej 
And  fmile  the  factious  cottage  into  peace : 
Wipe  out  each  fpot  that  fades  the  fiow'ry 

*  plains, 

«  And  reign,  pacifick  father  of  the  fwains. 

'  Remote  from   cities,  peaceful   nature 

«  dwells} 

'  There,  exH'd  Juftice  fits,  in  filenfrrlls. 
'  There,  Truth,  in  naked  plainnefs,  dares  be 

'  feen: 
'  There,  Pride  provokes  no  envy, — Shame 

'  no  fpleen. 

*  There,  unfupported  Worth  can  rev'rence 

*  draw; 

'  And  Prybity  difdain:  the  help  of  Law. 
• 
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*  There,  maids  no  caution  need— for  man  is 
<  There,  love  is  tendernefs,  and  friendfhip 

'  There,  infelt  fiufhes   tinge  the  confcious 
<  be^n; 

*  And  modett  fcmblance  is  not,  yet,  an  art* 
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«  Nor  let  the  peer  the peafanfs  lot  difdain; 
*  Eacii  link,  howe'er  remote,  connects  the 
*  chain. 


f  How  weak  a  judge,  dear  fiien<J}  is  hu- 
'  man  p.  .Je  ! 

*  To  loath  Known  good,  and  long  for  ills  un- 

4  try'a! 

*  Stretching  our  greedy  eye  to  diftant  height, 

*  The  blils,  beneath  us,  lies   too  low    for 

<  fight, 
'  Impatient  thirft  of  pow'r  but  little  thinks, 

*  What  troubled  waters   fev  rifh  greatneis 

«  drnks: 
«  Nor  dreams  diftruft  efs  Vanity,  what  cares'?* 

<  What  weignts,  what  torments,  raih   dif- 

«  tindbon  bears. 

*  Hence,  fears  no  aukward  actor  to  fuftain 

*  His  part  o;  danger  in  thofe  1'cenes  of  pains 

*  Yet,  out  oi  character,  miftakes  his  cue, 

*  And  hilVd,  unheard  bawls  on  —  and  b!un- 

'  ders  through. 

*  Or,  grant  him  fafe,behind  fome  guardian 

'  fkreen, 
'  Some  patron's  tranfientint'rell,  pufli'd  be- 

*  tween$ 

<  Grant,  that  his  fuppliantfoul  can  fenfe  de- 

*  itroy, 

Can  be.u  dependence,  with  unfeeling  joy: 
Ye;  comes  a  tims,when  all  his  props  decay, 
And  each  dishonoured  ruin  drops  away. 
Then  thebleak  tott'rer  fhakes,in  ev'ry  blaftj 
Dreads  the  dim  future}  wifhes  for  the  paft: 
Finds  his  firftlofs:  and,  with  corrected  view, 
Envies  the  humble  cot,  from  which  he  flew. 

*  And  yet,  perhaps,  'twas  Heav'n's  com- 

'  miflion  d  plan, 

*  That  pafiion's  reftieis  whirl  ihou'd  actuate 

*  man  ; 

f   That  pride,  by  envy  plagu'd,  fhould  pity 
'  know; 

*  And  wealth,  and  joy  }  take  birth,  from  want, 

*  and  woe, 

4  Were  hulh  d  content  to  flop  the  bufy  fwing, 

*  The  ftagnant  virtues  all  might  lole  their 

'   Ipring: 
4  One  tidelefs  lake  -^f  life  engulph  mankind: 

*  And  the  ili.'l  mafs  corrupt—  for  want  of 


*  Th'  Almighty,  then,—  who  fees  beyond 

**  our  fenfe, 

Did  variouspartSjforvarious  minds,  difpenfe. 
The  meaneft  Have,  who  lives,  to  hedge  and 

«  ditch, 

Is  ufeful,  in  his  rank,  to  feed  the  rich. 
The  rich,  in  retribution,  waives  his  itore, 
And  ftreams  refreshful  rioods,  to  float  the 
*  poor; 


t  Both  but  two  diff'rent  marks,  in  one  great 

*  view, 

*  Extend  God's  iandfcape,  and  adorn  it,  too: 

*  And  both,  without  diitin£tion,  —  king  and 

•  Jlave, 

(  At  lad  lie  levtll'd,  in  the  filent  grave. 


*  This  known,_yoar  choice  directs  my  ready 
'  will. 

*  Say,  —  Shall  your  ruftick  be  a  ruftick  ftill  ? 

*  With  eafe  augmented,  holihis  lafe  degree? 

*  Live,  and  graw  old,  in  panglels  poverty? 

«  Or,  fhall  he  tread  the  world's  great  wild  of 

1  hope? 
<  Defpifehisdanger  —  and  enlarge  his  fcope?—  • 

'  Choofe  for  his  wifh  whate'er  his  virtues 
'  claim: 

*  And  tax  my  fortune  —  or  reftrain  kin  aim.1 

I  don't  remember  ever  to  have  read 
any  thing  of  this  fubjeft  placed  in  thefe 
natural,  eafy,  and,  I  therefore  think,  un- 
common lights,  and  belive  you'll  allow 
them  to  be  right  lights  :  for  there  are 
certainly  no  cafes  in  the  world,  that  re- 
quire more  judgment  and  diftinclion,  than 
charitable  ones.  And  except  a  cafu,al  dif- 
treis  among  thole  who  make  a  trade  of 
begging,  fuch  pe.fons  (efpecially  if  I  fee 
them  often  and  fo  much  in  the  fame 
place,  as  if  they  were  as  tenacious  of  their 
Hand,  as  others  of  their  freehold,)  move 
not  my  companion  or  notice.  They 
cannot  be  lower  in  fpirit,  nor  (being  fre- 
quently brought  up  to  it)  do  they  often 
wim  to  be  higher  in  calling,  or  to  change 
their  idle  (late  for  a  laborious  one:  but 
the  poor  induftrious  fouls,  who  are  re- 
duced by  ficknefs,  or  misfortune,  or  even 
miftake,  not  wilful  or  perfifted  in,  who 
figh  in  fecret,  and  cannot  make  kno  wn 
what  they  iuifer;  fuch  unhappy  objecTs 
are  worthy  of  one's  pains  to  find  out,  and 
relieve. 


SATURDAY  MORNING. 

IT  is  hardly  right  to  trouble  either  of 
you,  my  honoured  correl'pondents, 
with  an  affair,  tiiat  has  vexed  me  a  good 
deal,  and,  indeed,  fiould  affe£t  me  more 
than  any  other  mirtrefs  of  a  family,  for 
reafons  which  will  be  obvious  t,o  yon, 
when  I  tell  you  the  cafe.  And  this  (it 
is  fo  at  prefent  with  me)  I  cannot  forbear 
doing. 

Apretty  genteel  young  body,  my  Polly 
3  I  a  Barlow, 
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JJarlow,  as  I  call  her,  having  been  well 
recommended,  and  indeed  behaved  with 
peat  prudence  till  this  time,  is  the  oc- 
cafion. 

My  dear  Mr.  B.  and  the  two  ladies, 
agreed  with  me  to  take  a  little  airing  in 
the  coach,  and  to  call  in  upon  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, who  had  a  prefent  made  him  for  his 
menagerie,  in  which  he  takes  great  de- 
light, of  a  rare  and  uncommon  creature, 
a  native  of  the  EaiVInclies.  But  juft  as 
Sir  Jacob  was  on  horfeback  to  accompa- 
ny them,  and  the  ladies  were  ready  to  go, 
I  'was  taken  with  a  fudden  diibrder  and 
faintiflinefS  ;  fo  that  Lady  Davers,  who 
is  very  tender  of  me,  and  watches  every 
change  of  my  countenance,  would  not 
let  me  po  with  them,  though  my  diibrder 
was  gf'ing  off;  and  my  dear  Mr.  B.  was 
pieafed  toexcufeme;  and  jnfl  meeting 
with  Mr.  Williams  as  they  went  to  the 
coach,  they  took  him  with  them,  to  fill 
up  the  vacant  place.  So  I  retired  to  my 
cloiet,  and  fhut  myfelf  in. 

They  had  afked  Mr.  H.  to  go  with 
them,  for  company  to  Sir  Jacob  ;  but  he 
(on  purpofe,  GS  I  believe,  by  what  fol- 
lowed) could  not  be  found,  when  they 
fet  out :  fo  they  fuppofed  he  was  upon 
ibme  ramble  with  Mr.  Coibrand,  his 
great  favourite. 

I  was  writing  to  you,  being  pretty  well 
recovered,  when  I  heard  Polly,  as  I  fup- 
pofed, and  a§  it  proved,  come  into  my 
apartment ;  and  down  (lie  fat,  and  fung 
a  little  catch,  and  cried — '  Hem  ! '  twice; 
andprefently  I  heard  two  voices.  But 
fufpecling  nothing,  I  wrote  on,  till  I 
heard  a  kind  of  ruftling  and  ftruggling, 
and  Polly's  voice  crying — '  Fie — Plow 

*  can  you  do  fo ! — Pray,  Sir.1 

This  alarmed  rne  much,  becaufe  we 
have  fuch  orderly  folks  about  us  ;  and 
I  looked  through  the  key-hole,  and,  to 
my  furprife  and  concern,  faw  Mr.  H. — 
focliih  gentleman! — taking  liberties  with 
Polly,  that  neither  became  him  to  offer, 
nor,  more  foolim  girl!  her  to  fuffer. 
And  having  reafon  to  think,  that  this 
.  was  not  their  firft  interview  and  freedom 
—and  the  girl  fometimes  encouragingly 
laughing  as,  at  other  times,  inccnfiflent- 
ly,  itruggling  and  complaining,  in  an  ac- 
cent that  was  too  tender  for  the  occafion, 
I  forced  a  faint  cough.  This  frighted 
them  both  :  Mr.  H.  fwore,  and  faid — 

*  Who  can  that  be  ? — Your  lady's  gone 
<  with  them,  i'n't  /he  ?' 

<  I  believe  fo  !  I  hope  fo  P  faid  the 
filly  girl—*  yet  that  was  like  her  voice ! 


<  — Me'm,  are  you  in  your  clofet,Me'm  ? 
faid  fhe,  coming  up  to  the  door,  Mr.  H. 
{landing  like  a  poor  thief,  half  behind 
the  window-curtains,  till  he  knew  whe- 
ther it  was  I. 

I  opened  the  door  ;  away  fueaked  Mr, 
H.  and  me  leaped  with  furprile,  not  hop- 
ing to  find  me  there,  though  flie  ali;cd 
the  queilion. 

'    I   thought — Indeed — Me'm— —I 

*  thought  y oxi  were  gone  out.' 

*  It  is  plain  you  did,  Polly. — Go  and 
'  fhut  the  chamber-door,  and  come  to 

*  me  again.' 

She  did,  but  trembled,  and  was  fo 
full  of  confufion,  that  I  pitied  the  poor 
creature,and  hardly  knew  how  to  fpeak  to 
her,  or  what  to  fay. — For  my  companion 
got  the  upper-hand  of  my  refentment  jv 
and  as  me  flood  quaking  and  trembling, 
and  looking  on  the  ground,  with  a  coun- 
tenance I  cannot  defcribe,  I  now-and- 
then  call  my  eye  upon  her,  and  was  as 
often  forced  to  put  my  handkerchief  to 
it. 

At  laft  I  faid — '  How  long  have  thefe 

*  freedoms  paft,  Polly,  between  ypu  and 
<  Mr.H.?' 

She  faid  never  a  word. 

'  I  am  loth  to  be  cenforious,  Polly  : 
'  but 'tis  too  plain,  that  Mr.  H.  would 
'  not  have  fpllowed  you  into  my  cham- 

*  ber  if  he  had  not  met  you  at  other 
'  places  before.7 

Still  the  poor  girl  faid  never  a  word. 

'  Little  did  I  expecl,  Polly,  that  you 
f  would  have  mewn  fo  much  imprudence. 
'  You  have  had  inftances  of  the  vil^  arts 

*  of  men  againft  poor  maidens  :  have 

*  you  any  notion,  that  Mr.  H.  intends 
'  to  do  honourably  by  you  ?' 

'  Me'm — Me'm— I  believe — I  hope 
'  —I  dare  fay,  Mr.  H.  would  not  do 
'  otherwife.' 

*  So  much  theworfe,  that  you  believe 
1  fo,   if  you  have  not  very  good  reafon 
'  for  your  belief.— Does  he  pretend  he 
'  will  marry  you,  Polly  ?' 

She  was  filent. 

*  Tell  me,  Polly,  if  he  does  ?' 

'  He  fays  he  will  do  honourably  by 


*  But  yon  know  there  is  but  one  word 
necelTary  to  explain  that  other  precious 
word  honour,  in  this  cafe.  It  is  ma- 
trimony. That  word  is  asfoon  fpok- 
en  as  any  other,  and  if  he  means  it, 
he  will  not  be  my  to  fpeak  it.' 
She  was  filent. 

f  Tell'  me,  Polly,  (for  I  am  really 
*  greatly 


1  greatly  concerned  for  you)  what  you 

*  think  yourfelft  do  you  hope  he  will 

*  marry  you  ?' 
She  was  filent. 

*  Do,  good  Polly,  I  hope  I  may  call 
'  you  good  yet ! — Anfwerme.' 

'  Pray,  Madam  !'  and  (he  wept,  and 
turned  from  me,  to  the  wainfcct — *  Pray, 
'  Madam,  excufe  me.' 

«  But,  indeed,  Polly,  I  cannot  excufe 
'  you.  You  are  tinder  my  protections 
'  I  was  once  in  as  dangerous  a  fituation 

*  as  you  can  be  in.     And  I  did  net  ef- 
'  cape  it,  child, by  thelanguage  and  con- 
'  duel:  I  heard  from  you.' 

'  Language  and  conduct,  Me'm!' 

*  Yes,  Polly,  language  and  conducl. 
'  For  you  have  heard  my  ftory,  no  doubt: 
'  all  the  world  has.     And  do  you  think, 

*  if  I  had  fat  me  down  in  my  lady's  bed- 

*  chamber,  and  lung  a  fong,  and  hem'd 

*  twice,  and  Mr.  B.  had  come  to  me, 
'  upon  that  fignal,  (for  fuch  I  doubt  it 
'  was)   and  I  had  kept  my  place,  and 
c  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  rumpled,  and  on - 
'   ly,  in  a  foft  voice,  and  with  an  encou- 

*  raging  laugh,  cried — "  How  can  you 
"  do  fo  ?"  that  I  ihouid  have  been  what 
<  I  am  ?' 

*  Me'm,  I  dare  fay,  my  lord  (fo  all  the 
'  fervants  call  him,    and  his  aunt  often, 
'  when  fhe  puts  Jackey  to  it)  means  no 
'  hurt.' 

«  No  hurt,  Polly!  What,  and  make 
c  you  cry,  "  Fie  /" — or  do  you  intend  to 
»  truft  your  honour  to  his  mercy,  rather 
f  than  to  your  own  difcretion  ?' 

'  I  hope  not,  Me'm  !' 

*  I  hope  not  too,  Polly  ! — But  you 

*  know  he  was  free  enough  with  you,  to 

*  make  you  fay,  "  FteT'And  what  might 
'  have  been  the  cafe,  who  knows  ?  had 

*  I  not  coughed  on  purpofe  5  unwilling, 
'  for  your  fake,  Polly,  to  find  matters  To 
4  bad  as  I  feared,   and  that  you  would 
'  have  been  led  beyond  what  wasreput- 
«  able.' 

'  Reputable,  Me'm !' 
'  Yes,  Polly,  reputable :  I  am  forry 
'  you  oblige  me  to  fpeak  fo  plain.     But 

*  your  good  requires  it.     Inftead  of  fly- 

*  ing  from  him,   you  not  only  laughed 
'  all  the  time  you  cried  out,  u.F/V!"and 
"  How  can  you  do  fa?"  but  had  no  other 
'  care  than  to  fee  if  any  body  heard  youj 
'  and  you  obferve  how  he  flid  away,  like 
'  a  guilty  creature,  as  foon  as  I  opened 
'  my  door — Do  thefe  things  look  well, 
,*  Polly  ?  Do  you  think  they  do  ?— And 
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4  if  you  hope  to  emulate  my  good  for- 

*  tune,  do  you  think  this  is  the  way  ?' 

'  I  with,  Me'm,  I  had  never  feenMr. 

*  K.     For  nobody  will  look  upon  me, 

*  if  I  lofe  your  favour  '.' 

«  It  will  ftill,  Polly,1  (and  I  took  her 
hand,  with  a  kind  look)  *  be  in  your  own 

*  power  to  keep  it ;  and  I  will  not  men- 
'  tion  this  matter,  if  you  make  me  your 
1  friend,  and  tell  me  all  that  has  parted.' 

Again  fhe  wept,  and  was  filent. 
This  made  me  more  uneafy .     '  Don't 
«  think,  Polly,'  laid  I,  «,that  I  would 

*  envy   any  other  perfon's  preferment, 

*  when  I  have  been  fo  much  exalted  my- 
«  felt".     If  Mr.  H.  lias  talked  to  you  of 
£  marriage,  tell  me.' 

'  No,  Me'm,  I  cant  fay  he  has  yet.'1 

<  Yet,   Polly  ?  Then  he  never  will. 

*  For  when  men  do  talk  of  it,  they  don't 

*  always  mean  it :    but  whenever  they 

*  mean  it,  how  can  they  confirm  a  doubt- 

*  ing  maiden,    without  mentioning   it: 
'  but,  alas,  alas  for  you,  poor  Polly  ! — 

*  The  freedoms  you  have  permitted  to 

*  him,   no  doubt,  previous  to  thofe  I 
'  heard,    and  which  would  have  been 

*  greater,  poflibly,  had  I  not  furprifed 

*  you  with  my  cough,  mew  too  well,  that 

*  he  need  not  make  any  promifes  to  you.' 

*  Indeed,  Me'm — Indeed,'  faid'  fhe, 
fobbing,  *  I  might  be  too  little  upon  my 
'  guard}  but  I  would  not  have  done  any 

*  ill  for  the  world.' 

'  I  hope  you  would  not,  Polly ;   but 

*  if  you  fuffer  thefe  freedoms,  you  can't 

*  tell  what  you'd  have  permitted — Tell 

*  me,  do  you  love  Mr.  H.  ?' 

'  He  is  a  very  good-humoured  gen- 

*  tleman,  Madam,  and  is  not  proud.' 

*  No,  'tis  not  his  bufmefs  to  be  proud, 
1  when  he  hopes  to  humble  you — humble 
1  you  indeed!  Beneath theloweft  perfon  of 

*  thefex,  that  ishoneft.' 

<  I  hope— * 

*  You    hope  T  interrupted  I. — You 

*  hope  too  much ;  and  I  fear  a  great 

*  deal  for  you,  becaufe  you  fear  fo  little 
'  for  yourfelf — But  tell  me,  how  often 

*  have  you  been  in  private  together  ?' 

*  In  private,  Me'm ! — I  don't  know 
1  what  your  ladyfhip  calls  private  /' 

*  Why  that  is  private,  Polly,  when, 
'  as  juft  now,  you  neither  imagined  nor 
'  intended  any  body  fhould  fee  you.' 

She  was  filent ;  and  I  faw,  by  this  poor 
girl,  how  true  lovers  are  to  their  fecret, 
though,  perhaps,  their  ruin  depends  up- 
on, keeping  it,  But  it  behoved  me,  on 
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more  accounts  than  it  would  any  body 
tile,  as  I  hinted  before,  to  examine  this 
matter  narrowly;  becaufeifMr.H.  mould 
marry  her,  it  would  have  been  laid  upon 
Mr.  B.'s  example. — And  if  Polly  fhould 
be  ruined,  it  would  be  a  fad  thing  ;  and 
people  would  have  faid— '  Ay,  me  could 
take  care  enough  of  herfelf,  but  none  at 
all  of  her  feivant:  /»mvaiting-maidhad 
a  much  more  remifs  miilreis  than  Pa- 
mela found,   or  the  matter  would  not 
have  been  thus.' 

'  Well,  Polly,    I  fee/  continued  I, 

that  you  will  notfpeak  out  to  me.  You 

may  hzxt  federal  reafons  for  it,  pofli- 

bly,   though  not  one  good  one.     But 

as  foan  as  Lady  Davers  comes  in,  who 

has  a  great  concern  in  this  matter,  as 

well  as  Lord  Davers,  and  are  aniwer- 

ahle  to  Lord  H.  in  a  matter  of  fomuch 

importance  as  this,    I  will  leave  it  to 

her  ladyfliip's  confideration,  and  fhall 

no  more  concern  myfelf  to  afk  you 

questions  about  it— For  then  I  muft 

take  her  kdyihip's  directions,  and  part 

with  you,  to  befure.' 

The  poor  girl,   frighted  at  this,   (for 

every- body  fears  Lady  Davers)  wrung 

her  hands,  and  begged,  for  God's  fake, 

I  would  not  acquaint  Lady  Davers  with 

it. 

*  But  how  can  I  help  it  ? — Muft  I  not 
'  connive  at  your  proceedings,    if  I  do 

*  not?  You  are  no  fool,  Polly,  in  other 

*  cafes.     Tell  me,  how  is  it  poflible  for 

*  me,  in  my  fituation,  to  avoid  it?' 

*  I  will  tell  your  ladyfhip  the  whole 
'  truth;  indeed  I  will — if  you  will  not 

*  tell  Lady  Davers.     I  am  ready  to  fink 

*  at  the  thoughts  of  LadyDavers's  know- 

*  ing  any  thine;  of  this.1 

This  looked  fadly.  I  pitied  her,  but 
yet  was  angry  in  my  mind;  for  I  faw 
too  plainly,  that  her  conduct  could  not 
bear  a  fcmthiy,  not  even  in  ker  oivn  opi- 
nion, poor  creature. 

I  faid — *  Make  me  acquainted  with 
f  the  whole.' 

*  Will  your  lady/hip  promife — ' 

<  I'll  promife  nothing,  Polly. — When 
J  have  heard  all  you  think  proper  to 
fay,  I  will  do  what  befits  me  to  do; 
but  with  as  much  tendernefs  as  I  can 
for  you-r-rand  that's  all  you  ought  to 
expe&me  to  promife.' 
'  Why  then,  Madam^But  how  can 
I  fpeak  it  ? — I  can  fpejik  fooner  to  any- 
body, than  to  Lady  Davers  and  you, 
Madam— For  her  ladyftiip's  paffion, 
and  your  lady fhip's  virtue-— How  ihaU 
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f  I  ?' — And  then  flic  threw  herfelf  at  my 
feet,  and  hid  her  fac*  with  her  apron. 

I  was  in  agonies  for  her  almoft  ;  I 
wept  over  her;  I  raifed  her  up,  and  faid 
— '  Tell  me  all.  You  cannot  tell  me 

*  wcrfe  than  I  apprehend,  nor,  I  hope, 
'  fo  bad  !  O  Polly,  tell  me  foon— For 

*  you  give  me  great  pain.' — 

And  my  back,  with  giief  and  compaf- 
fion  for  the  poor  girl,  was  ready  to  open, 
as  it  feemed  to  me — In  my  former  dif- 
trefles,  I  have  been  overcome  by  fainting 
riext  to  death,  and  wa's  deprived  of  fenie 
for  fome  moments — But  elfe  J  imagine, 
I  muft  have  felt  fome  fuch  affefting  fen- 
fations,  as  the  unhappy  girl's  cafe  gave 
me. 

*  Then,  Madam,  I  own,'  faid  fhe, 
'  I  have  been  too  faulty.' 

*  As  how!— As  what!— In  what 
e  way!  —  How  faulty  ?'  — afked   I,  as 
quick  as  thought :  *  you  are  not  ruined, 

*  are  you  ? — Tell  me,  Polly  ?' 

No,  Madam,  but — ' 

But  what  ? — Say,  but  what  >* 

I  had  contented — ' 

To  what?' 

To  his  propofals,  Madam.* 

What  propofals  ?' 

Why,  Madam,  I  was  to  live  with 
«  Mr.  HV 

'  I  underftand  you  too  well — But  is  it 
'  too  late  to  break  fo  wretched  a  bar- 
'  gain  j— have  you  already  made  a  ia- 

*  crifice  of  your  honour  ?' 

1  No,  Madam  ;  but  I  have  given  it 
'  under  my  hand.' 

*  Under  your  hand} — Ah  !   Polly,  it 
1  is  well  if  you  have  not  given  it  under 

*  your  heart  too.     But  what  fooliihnefs 
1  is  this !    What  confideration   has  he 
1  made  you  ?' 

*  He  has  given  it  under  his  hand,  that 
'  he  will  always  love  me,  and  when  his 
'  iordfhip's  father  dies,  he  will  own  me." 

'  What  fooliflmefs  is  this  on  both 
'  fides ! — But  are  you  willing  to  be  re- 

*  leafed  from  this  bargain  ?' 

f  Indeed  I  am,  Madam,  and  I  told 

*  him  fo  yefterday.     But  he  fays  he  will 
'  ftie  me,  and  ruin  me,  if  I  don't  ftand 
'  to  it.' 

'  You  are  ruined,  if  you  do! — And  I 
'  wifh — But  tell  me,  Polly,  are  you  not 
(  ruined  as  it  is  ?' 

'  Indeed  I  am  not,  Madam.' 

1  I  doubt  then,   you  were  upon  the 

*  brink  of  it,  had  not  this  providential 
1  Tndifpofition  kept  me  at  home.— You 

*  met,  I  fuppofe,  to  conclude  your  mock- 
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•ing  bargain .— O  poor  unhappy  girl ! — 

*  But  let  me  fee  what  he  has  given  under 

*  his  hand  ?' 

«  He  has  'em  both,  Madam,  to  be 
«  drawn  up  fair,  and  in  a  ftrong  hand, 
«  that  mail  be  like  a  record.' 

Could  I  have,  thought,  Mils,  that  a 
girl  of  nineteen  could  be  fo  ignorant  in 
a  point  fo  important,  when  in  every  thing 
elfe  me  has  {hewn  no  inftances  like  this 
fhipid  folly  ? 

«  Has  he  given  you  money  ?* 

«  Yes,  Madum,  he  gave  me — he  gave 
t  me — a  note.  Here  it  is.  He  fays 
«  any-body  will  give  me  money  for  it.* 

And  tliis  was  a  bank-note  of  fifty 
pounds,  which  (he  pulled  out  of  her  (lays. 

I  inftantly  thought  of  thofe  lines  of 
Cowley,  which  my  dear  lady  feveral  times 
made  me  read  to  her;  though  thefe  fup- 
pofed  an  infinitely  more  excufable  cafe. 
— Marriage  for  money. 

<  Take  heed,  take  heed,  thou  lovely  maid! 
«  Nor  be  by  glitt'ring  iils  betray 'd  ! 

*  Thyfelf  f'»r  money !  O  let  no  man  know 

«  The  price  of  beauty  fall'n  fo  low! 

*  What  dangers  ought'ft  thou  not  to  dread, 
'  When  Love,  that's  blind,  is  by  blind? or- 

*  tune  led?' 

The  refult  was,  he  was  to  fettle  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year  upon  her  and  be rs, 
poor,  poor  girl— — and  was  to  own  her,  as 
he  calls  it,  (but  as  wife  or  miftrefs,  fhe 
.  ftipulated  not)  when  his  father  died,  and 
he  came-into  the  title  and  eftate. 

I  told  her,  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to 
conceal  the  matter  from  Lady  Daver?, 
if  fhe  would  not,  by  her  promifes  to  be 
governed  intirely  by  me,  and  to  abandon 
all  thoughts  of  Mr.  H.  give  me  room  to 
conclude,  that  the  wicked  bargain  was  at 
an  end. 

And  to  keep  the  poor  creature  in  fome 
fpirits,  and  to  enable  her  to  look  up,  and 
to  be  more  eafy  under  my  direction,  I 
blamed  him  more  than  I  did  her :  though 
confider ing  what  virtue  requires  of  a  wo- 
man, and  cuftom  has  made  fhamelefs  in 
a  man,  I  think  the  poor  girl  inc-xcufable, 
and  mall  not  be  eafy  while  fhe  is  about 
me.  For  me  ismore  to  blame,  becaufe, 
of  the  two,  fhe  has  more  wit  than  the 
man. 

1  But  what  can  I  do?'  thought  I.    '  If 

*  I  put  her  away,  'twill  be  to  throw  her 
'  directly  into  his  hands.     He  won't  ftay 

*  here  long;  and  fhe  may  fee  her  folly.' 
But  yet  her  eyes  were  open  j    {lie  knew 
what  fhe  had  to  truft  to— and  by  their 


wicked  beginning,  and  her  encouraging 
repulfes,  I  doubt  fhe  would  have  been 
utterly  ruined  that  veiy  day. 

I  knew  the  rage  Lady  Davers  would 
be  in  with  both.  So  this  was  another 
embarrafs.  And  yet  fhouldmy  good  in- 
tentions be  fruftrated,  and  they  ihouid 
conclude  their  vile  bargain,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  I  knew  of  it,  but  would  not 
acquaint  her,  then  mould  I  have  be<  n 
more  blamed  than  any  miftrefs  of  a  fa- 
mily, circumftanced  as  I  am. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  to  the  girl,  I  re- 
folved  to  comfort  her  as  well  as  I  could, 
till  I  had  gained  her  confidence,  that  my 
advice  might  have  the  more  weight  with 
her,  and,  by  degrees,  .be  the  more  likely 
to  reclaim  her:  for,  poor  foul!  there 
would  be  an  end  of  her  reputation,  the 
moil  precious  of  all  jewels,  the  moment 
the  matter  was  known  j  and  that  would 
be  a  fad  thing. 

And  as  to  the  man,  t  thought  it  beft 
to  take  courage  (and  you,  that  know  me, 
will  fay,  I  muft  have  a  good  deal  more 
than  ufual)  to  talk  to  Mr.  H.  on  tlcv 
fubjeft. 

And  the  poor  body  confenling  I  mould, 
and,  with  great  proteftations,  declaring1 
her  forrow  and  lepentance,  begging  to 
get  her  note  of  hand  again,  on  which  fhe 
laid  a  foolifh  ftrefs,  and  dc  firing  me  to 
give  him  back  his  note  of  fifty  pounds,  I 
went  down  to  find  him. 

He  fhunned  me,  as  a  thief  would  2 
conftable  at  the  head  of  a  hue-and-cry. 
As  I  entered  one  place  cr  room,  he  weiit 
into  another,  looking  with  cortfcious 
guilt,  but  yet  confidently  humming  a 
tune.  At  laft  I  fixed  him  (peaking  to 
Rachel,  bidding  her  tell  Polly  he  wanted 
to  fend  a  mefTag'e  by  her  to  her  lady, 
By  which  I  doubted  not,  he  was  defirous 
to  know  what  fhe  had  owned,  in  order  to 
govern  himfelf  accordingly. 

His  back  was  towards  me;  and  I  faid— 
'  Mr.  H.  here  I  am  myfelf,  to  take  your 
'  commands.7 

He  pave  a  caper  half  a  yard  hip;h — 
'  Madam,  I  wanted — I  Wanted  to  ipeak 

*  to — I  would  have  fpokcn  with — ' 

*  You  wanted  to  fend  Polly  to  me, 

*  perhaps,  Mr.  H.  to   aik  if  I  would 
'  take  a  little  walk  wkh   you  in  the 
'  garden.' 

'  Very  true,   Madam  ! — Very  true, 

*  indeed  ! — You  have  gt.iefled  the  mat- 

*  ter. — I  thought  it  was  pity,  this  fine 
f  day,  as  every-body  was  taking  an  air- 
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*  Well  then,  Sir,  pleafe  to  lead  the 

•  way,  and  I'll  attend  you.' 

*  Yet  I  fancy,  Madam,  the  wind  is  a 
'  little  too  high  for  you — Won't  you 
'  catch  cold  ?' 

'  No,  never  fear,  Mr,  H.  I  am  not 
'  afraid  of  a  little  air.' 

'  I  will  attend  you  prefently,  Ma- 
'  dam  :  you'll  be  in  the  great  gravel 
'  walk,  or  on  the  terrace — I'll  wait  upon 
'  you  in  an  inftant.' 

I.  had  the  courage  to  take  hold  of  his 
arm,  as  if  I  had  like  to  have  flipt  j  *  For,* 
thought  I,  '  thou  flialt  not  fee  the  girl, 
worthy  friend,  till  I  have  talked  to 
thee  a  little,  if  thou  doftthen — Excufe 
me,  Mr.  H. — I  hope  I  have  not  hurt 
my  foot. — I  mu(t  lean  upon  you.' 
'  Will  you  be  pleafed,  Madam,  to 
have  a  chair  ?  I  fear  you  have  fprain- 
ed  your  foot. — Shall  I  help  you  to  a 
chair  ?' 

*  No,  no,  Sir,  I  ftiall  walk  it  off,  if  I 

•  hold  by  you.' 

So  he  had  no  excufe  to  leave  me,  and 
we  proceeded  into  the  garden.  But  ne- 
ver did  any  thing  look  fo  filly — So  like 
a  foolijh  fellow,  as  his  aunt  calls  him. 
He  looked,  if  poiTible,  half  a  dozen  ways 
at  once,  hem'd,  cough'd,  wriggled  about, 
turned  his  head  behind  him  every  now- 
and-then,  and  ftarted  half  a  dozen  filly 
fubjecls,  in  hopes  to  hinder  me  from 
ipeaking; 

I  appeared,  I  believe,  under  fome  con- 
cern how  to  begin  with  him ;  for  he 
would  have  it  -I  was  not  very  well,  and 
begge;!  he  might  ftep  in  one  minute  to 
defireMrs.Jervis  to  attend  me. 

So  I  refolved  to  begin  with  him  ;  left 
I  mould  lofe  the  opportunity,  feeing  my 
eel  fo  very  flippery.     And  placing  my- 
felf  on  the  feat  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
gravel  walk,  I  aiked  him  to  fit  down.  He 
declined  it,  and  would  wait  upon  me  pre- 
fently, he  faid,  and  feemed  going.     So  I 
began — f  It  is  eafy  for  me,  Mr.  H.  to 
penetrate  the  reafon  why  you  are  fo 
willing  to  leave  me  :  but  'tis  for  your 
own  fake,  that  I  defire'you  to  hear 
me,  that  no  milchief  may  enfue  among 
friends  and  relations,  on  an  occafion  to 
which  you  are  no  ftranger.' 
'  Laud,  Madam,  what  can  you  mean? 
— Surely,  Madam,  you  don't  think 
amifs  of  a  little  innocent  liberty,  or  fo ! ' 

*  Mr.  H.'  replied  I,  *  I  want  not  any 
evidence  of  your  inhofpitable  defigns 
upon  a  poor  unwary  young  creature, 


whom  your  birth  and  quality  have 
found  it  too  eafy  a  tafk  to  influence.' 
'  Inhofpitable  defigns !  Madam  ! — A 
harfh  word,  by  Gad — You  very  nice 
ladies  cannot  admit  of  the  leaft  free- 
dom in  the  world ! — Why,  Madam,  I 
have  kiffed  a  lady's  woman  before  now, 
in  a  civil  way  or  fo^  and  never  was 
called  to  an  account  for  it,  as  a  breach 
of  hofpitality.' 

*  ""Pis  not  for  me,  Mr.  H.  to  proceed 
to  very  nice  particulars  with  a  gentle- 
man who  can  act  as  you  have  done,  by  a 
poor  girl,  that  could  not  have  had  the 
afiTurance  to  look  up  to  a  man  of  your 
quality,  had  you  not  levelled  all  dif- 
tin£Hon  between  you,  in  order  to  level 
the  weak  creature  to  the  common  dirt 
of  the  highway.  I  muft  tell  you,  that 
the  poor  girl  heartily  repents  of  her 
folly  j   and,  to  fbew  you,  that  it  figni- 
fies  nothing  to  deny  it,  (he  begs  you 
will  give  her  back  the  note  of  her  hand 
you  have  extorted  from  her  foolifh- 
nefs ;  and  I  hope  you'll  be  fo  much  of 
a  gentleman,  as  not  to  keep  in  your 
power  fuch  a  teltimony  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  any  of  the  lex.' 

*  Has  fhe  told  you  that,  Madam  ! — 
Why,  may-be — indeed — I  can't  but 
fay— Truly  it  may'nt  look  fo  well  to 
you,  Madam  :  but  young  folks  will 
have  frolicks — It  was  nothing  bat  a 
frolick — Let  me  be  hanged,  if  it  was!' 

'  Be  pleafed  then,  Sir,  to  give  up  her 
note  to  me  to  return  to  her — Reputa- 
tion mould  not  be  frolicked  with,  Sir  j 
efpecially  that  of  a  poor  girl,  who  has 
nothing  elfe  to  depend  upon.' 

*  I'll  give  it   to  her  myfelf,  if  you 
pleafe,  Madam,  and  laugh  at  her  into 
the  bargain.  Why,'tis  comical  enough, 
if  the  little  pug  thought  I  was  in  ear- 
neft.     I  muft  have  a  laugh  or  two  at 
her,  Madam,  when  I  give  it  her  up.' 

'  Since  'tis  but  a  frolick,  Mr.  H.  you 
won't  take  it  amifs,  that  when  we  are 
fet  down  to  fupper,  we  call  Polly  in, 
and  demand  a  fight  of  her  note,  and 
that  will  make  every  one  merry  as  well 
as  you.' 

*  Cot  fo,  Madam,  that  may'nt  be  fo 
well  neither ! — £or,  perhaps,  they  will 
be  apt  to  think  it  is  in  eameft  j  when, 
as  I  hope  to  live,  'tis  but  a  jeft :  no- 
thing in  the  wqrld  elfe,  upon  honour !' 
I  put  on  then  a  ftill  more  ferious  air — 
As  you  hope  to  live,  fay  you,  Mr.  H.! 
— aud  upon  jour  honour  /—How  fear 

'  you 
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«  you  not  an  inftant  purtiftiment  for  this 
\  appeal !  And  what  is  the  honour  you 
<  fwear  by  ? — Take  that,  and  anfwer 

*  me,Sir :  do  gentlemen  giveaway  bank- 
«  notes  forfrolicks,  and  for  /»*/v  jefis, 
1  and  nothing  in  the  itwA/elfcl — I  am 

*  forry  to  be  obliged  to  deal  thus  with 

*  you.     But  I  thought  I  was  talking  to 

*  a  gentleman  who  would  not  forfeit  his 
«  veracity  ;  and  that  in  ib  iblemn  an  in- 

*  ftance  as  this  !' 

He  looked  like  a  man  thunder-ftruck. 
His  Face  '^as  distorted,  and  his  head  feem- 
cd  to  turn  about  upon  his  neck,  like  a 
weathercock  in  a  hurricane,  to  all  points 
of  the  compafs;  his  hands  clenched  as 
in  a  paffion,  and  yet  fhame  and  confu- 
fion  (Iruggling  in  every  limb  and  fea- 
ture. 

At  laft  he  faid — '  I  am  confoundedly 
'  betrayed.  But  if  I  am  expofed  to  my 
'  uncle  and  aunt, '(for  the  wretch  thought 
of  nobody  but  himfelf)  *  I  am  undone, 
«  and  fhafl  never  be  able  to  look  them  in 
«  the  face.  'Tis  true,  I  had  a  defign 
'  upon  her;  and  fince  fhe  has  betrayed 
«  me,  I  think  I  may  fay,  that  fhe  was  as 

*  willing,  almoft,  as  I.' 

*  Ungenerous,  contemptible  wretch,' 
thought  I ! — '  But  fuch  of  our  fex  as  can 
f  thus  give  up  their  virtue,  ought  to  ex- 
'  pe6l  no  better:  for  he  that  fticks  not  at 
'  one  bad  aftion,  will  not  fcruple  another 
1  to  vindicate  himfelf:  and  fo,  devil-like, 

*  become  the  tempter,  and  the  accufer 

*  too!' 

*  But  if  you  will  be  fo  "good,1  faid  he, 
with  hands  uplifted,  *  as  to  take  no  no- 

*  tice  of  this  to  my  uncle,  and  efpecially 

*  to  m<fc  aunt  and  Mr.  B.  I  fwear  to 

*  you,  I  never  will  think  of  her  as  long 

*  as  I  live/ 

*  And  you'll  bind  this  promife,  will 
'  you,  Sir  ?  by  your  honour)  and  as  you 

*  hope  to  li<veV 

f  Dear,  good  Madam,  forgive  me,  I 

*  befeech  you  ;  don't  be  fo  ievere  upon 

*  me.     By  all  that's — ' 

*  Don't  fwear,  Mr.  H.      But  as  an 

*  earneft  that  I  mry  believe  you,  give 

*  me  back  the  girl's  foclifh  note,  that, 

*  though  'tis  of  no  fignification,  me  may 

*  not  have  that  to  witnefs  to  her  folly.' 
He  took  out  his  pocket-book:  '  There 

*  it  is,  Madam'- — And  Ibegyou'll  for- 
'   give  this  attempt.     I  fee  I  ought  not 

*  to  have  made  it.     I  doubt  it  was  a 
'  breach'of  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  as 

*  you  fay.     But  to  make  it  known,  will 
'  only  expofe  me,  and  it  can%>  no  good  5 


*  and  Mr.  B.  will  perhaps  refentitj  and 
'  my  aunt  will  never  let  me  hear  the  laft 
'  of  it,  nor  my  uncle  neither— And  I 
'  mall  be  lent  to  travel  again — And,' 
(added  the  poor  creature)  '  I  was  once 
'  in  a  ftorm,and  the  crolling  the  fea  again 
'  would  be  death  tome/ 

'  What  a  wretch  art  thouT  thought 
I — *  What  could  fuch  a  one  as  thou 

*  find  to  fay  to  a  poor  creature  that,  if 

*  put  in  the  fcale  againft  confederations 
'  of  virtue,  mould  make  the  latter  kick. 
'  the  beam  ? — Poor,  poor  Polly  Barlow  I 
'  thOu  art  funk  indeed  !     Too  low  for 

*  excufe,  and  almoft  beneath  pity !' 

I  told  him,  if  I  could  obferve,  that 
nothing  paffed  between  them,  that  fhould 
lay  me  under  a  neceflity  of  revealing  the 
matter,  I  mould  not  be  forward  to  ex- 
pofe him,  nor  the  maiden  either:  but  that 
he  muft,  in  his  own  judgment,  excufe 
me,  if  I  made  every  body  acquainted 
with  it,  if  I  were  to  fee  the  correfpondence 
between  them  likely  to  be  renewed  or 
carried  on  :  c  For,'  added  I,  *  in  that 

*  cafe,  I  mould  owe  it  to  myfelf,  to  Mr. 

*  B.  to  Lord  and  Lady  Davers,  and  fo 
'  you,  and  the  unhappy  body  tt)o,  to  do 
<  fo.' 

He  would  needs  drop  down  on  one 
knee  to  promife  this;  and  with  a  thou- 
fand  acknowledgments,  left  me,  to  find 
Mr.  Colbrand,  in  order  to  ride  to  meet 
the  coach  on  it's  return. 

I  went  in,  and  gave  the  foolifh  note  to 
the  filly  girl,  which  fhe  received  eagerly, 
and  immediately  burnt;  and  I  told  her, 
I  would  not  fuffer  her  to  come  near  me 
but  as  little  as  poflible,  when  I  was  in 
company,  while  Mr.  H.  ftaid  ;  but  con- 
figned  her  intirely  to  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Jervis,  to  whom  only,^I  faid,  I  would 
hint  the  matter,  as^terTderly  as  I  could  : 
and  for  this,  I  added,  I  had  more  rea- 
^bns  than  one ;  firfr,  to  give  her  the  be- 
nefit of  a  good  gentlewoman's  advice,  to 
which  I  had  myfelf  formerly  been  be- 
holden, and  from  whom  I  concealed  nc« 
thing  :  next,  to  keep  out  of  Mr.  H/s 
way:  and  laftly,  that  I  might  have  an 
opportunity,  from  Mrs.  Jervis's  opi- 
nion, to  judge  of  the  fmcerity  of  her  re- 
pentance :  '  For,  Polly,'  faid  I,  *  you 
muft  imagine,  fo  regular  and  uniform 
as  all  our  family  is,  and  fo  good  as  I 
thought  all  the  people  about  me  were, 
that  I  could  not  fufpeft,  that  fhe,  the 
duties  of  whofe  place  made  her  neareft 
to  my  perfon,  was  the  fartheft  from 
what  I  wifhed.' 

3  K  I  have 
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I  have  fet  this  matter  fo  ftrongly  be- 
fore her,  and  Mrs.  Jervis  has  fo  well  fe- 
conded  me,  that  I  hope  the  beftj  for  the 
grief  the  poor  creature  carries  in  her 
looks,  and  exprefi.es  in  her  words,  can- 
rot  be  defcribed  ;  frequently  accufing 
hertelf,  with  tears,  faying  often  to  Mrs. 
Jervis,  me  is  not  worthy  to  itand  in  the 
prefence  of  a  miftrefs,  whofe  example  fhe 
has  made  fo  had  an  ufe  of,  and  whofe 
leflbns  fhe  had  fj  ill  followed. 

I  am  fa Jly  troubled  at  this  matter, 
however}  but  1  take  great  comfort  in 
reflecting,  that  my  fadden  indifpofition 
looked  like  a  providential  thing,  which 
may  fave  one  poor  foul,  and  be  a  feafon- 
abis  wafning  to  her,  as  long  as  me  lives. 

Mean  time  I  mult  obferve,  that  at 
fupper  laft  night,  Mr.  H.  looked  abject, 
and  mean,  and  like  a  poor  thief,  as  I 
thought ;  and  (confcious  of  his  difap- 
pointed  folly,  though  I  feldom  glanced 
ray  eye  upon  him)  had  lefs  to  fay  for 
himfelf  than  ever. 

And  once  my  Lady  Davers  laughing, 
•faid — {  I  think  in  my  heart,  my  nephew 
'  looks  more  foolifh  every  time  I  fee  him, 

*  than  the  laft.' 

He  ftole  a  look  at  me,  and  blufhed  ; 
and  my  lord  faid — '  Jackey  has  fome 

*  grace  ! — He  bluflies  ! — Hold  tip  thy 

*  head,  nephew! — Haft  thou  nothing  at 
4  all  to  fay  forthyfelf  ?* 

Sir  Jacob  faid — <  A  blufri  becomes  a 

*  yo'dng  gentleman! — I  never  faw  one 

*  before  though,  hi  Mr.  H.-— What's 

*  the  matter.  Sir?' 

*  Only,'  faid  Lady  Davers,  *  his  (kin 

*  or  his  conference  is  mended,  that's  all.' 

*  Thank  you,  Madam,1  was  all  he 
faid,  bowing  to  his  aunt,  and  affecting  a 
cardefs,  yet  confufed  air,  as  if  he  whif- 
perecl  a  whittle, 

'  O  wretch  1'  thought  I,  *  fee  what  it 
'  is  to  have  a  condemning  conference  } 
'  while  every  innocenfperfon  looks  round, 

*  eafy,  fmiling,  and  erect !' — But  yet  it 
•was  not  the  ihame  of  a  bad  action,  I 
doubt,  but  being  difcovered  and  diiap- 
pointed,  that  gave  him  this  confufion  of 
face. 

What  a  fad  thinac  it  is  for  a  perfon  to 
be  guilty  of  fuch  actions,  as  fhall  put  it 
into  the  power  of  another,  even  by  a  look, 
to  mortify  him  !  And  if  poor  fouls  can 
be  thus  abjectly  ftrnck  at  fuch  a  difco- 
very  as  this,  by  a  fellow  creature,  how 
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muft  tbey  appear  before  an  unerring  and 
omnifcicnt  Judge,with  aconfcience  Sand- 
ing in  the  place  of  a  thoufand  witneflea? 
and  calling  in  vain  upon  the  mountains 
to  fall  upon  them,  and  the  hills  to  cover 
them ! 

How  ferious  this  fubject  makes  one ! 


SATURDAY    EVENIN7G. 

I  Am  juft  retired  from  afatiguing  fervic  e$ 
for  who  mould  come  hither  to  dine 
with  Mr.  B.  but  that  fad  rake  Sir  Charles 
Hargrave,  and  Mr.  Walgrave,  Mr.  Sed- 
ley,  and  Mr.  Floyd,  three  as  bad  as  him- 
felf ;  infeparable  companions.whofe  whole 
delight,  and  that  avowedly,  is  drinking, 
and  hunting,  and  lewdnefs  }  but  other- 
wife,  gentlemen  of  wit  and  large  eftates  ? 
Three  of  them  broke  in  upon  us,  at 
the  *  Hall,  on  the  happieft  day  of  my 
life,  to  our  great  regret  ;  and  they  had 
been  long  threatening  to  make  this  vifit, 
in  order  to  fee  me,  as  they  told  Mr.  B, 

They  whipt  out  two  bottles  of  Cham- 
paign inftantly,  for  a  whet,  as  they  called 
it  5  and  went  to  view  the  Mud,  and  the 
kennel,  and  then  took  a  walk  in  the  gar- 
den till  dinner  was  ready ;  my  Lord  Da- 
vers, Mr.  H.  and  Sir  ja^cob,  as  well  as 
Mr.  B.  (for  they  are  all  acquainted)  ac- 
companying them. 

Sir  Charles,  it  feems,  asLordDavers 
told  me  afterwards,  faid,  belonged  to  fee 
Mrs.  B.  She  was  the  talk  wherever  he 
went,  and  he  had  conceived  a  high  opi- 
nion of  her  before-hand. 

Lord  Davers  faid — '  I  defy  you,  gen- 
*  tlernen,  to  think  fo  highly  of  her  as 
'  (he  deferves,  take  mind  and  perfon  to- 
'  gether.' 

Mr.  Floyd  faid,  he  never  faw  any  wo- 
man yet,  who  came  up  to  what  he  ex- 
pected, where  fame  had  been  lavifh  in 
her  praife. 

'  But  how,  brother  baronet,'  faid  Sir 
Charles  to  Sir  Jacob,  *  came  you  to  be 
reconciled  to  her  ?--I  heard  that  you 
would  never  own  her,* 
«  Oons,  man,'  faid  Sir  Jacob, '  I  was 
taken  in — I  was,  by  my  foul ! — They 
contrived  to  clap  her  upon  me,as  Lady 
Jenny  C.  and  pretended  they'd  keep 
t'other  out  of  my  fight ;  and  I  was 
plaguily  bit,  and  forced  to  get  off  as 
well  as  I  could,' 


*  SeeVol,  II.  p.  105. 
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c  That  was  a  bite  indeed,1  faid  Mr. 
Wuli^rave :  '  and  ib  you  fell  a  praifmg 

*  Lady  Jenny,  I  warrant,  to  the  fkies.' 
<•  Ye~s, — by  my  foul;1"   (drawling 

out  the  affirmative  monofyllable)  *  I  was 

*  ufed  moil  fcurvily :  'faith  I  was.  I  bear 
«  'em  a  grudge  for't  ftill,  I  can  tell  'em 
'  that; — for  I  have  hardly  been  able  to 

*  hold  up  my  head  like  a  man  ever  fince 

<  — but  am  forc'd  to  fneak  about,  and 

*  go  and  come,  and  do  as  they  bid  me. 
1  By  my  troth,  I  never  was  ib  manage- 
'  able  in  my  life.' 

*  Your  Herefordfhire  neighbours,  Sir 
c  Jacob,' faid  Mr.  Sedley,  with  an  oath, 

*  will  rejoice  to  hear  this ;  for  the  whole 
'  county  there  cannot  manage  you.' 

*  I'm  quite  cow'd  now,  by  my  foul, 

*  as  you  will  lee  by-and-by  :  nay,  for 

*  that  matter,  if  you  can  fet  Mrs.  B.  a 
'  talking,  there's  ne'er  a  puppy  of  you 

*  all  will  care  to  open  your  lips,  except 

*  to  fay  as  me  fays.' 

'  Never  fear,  old  boy,'  faid  Sir  Charles, 

*  we'll  bear  our  parts  in  converfation.  I 
'*  never  faw  the  woman  yet  who  could 

*  give  me  either  awe  or  love  for  fix  mi- 

*  notes  together.— Whatthink you, Mr. 

*  B.  ?     Have  you  any  notion,  that  your 

*  lady  will  have  fo  much  power  over 
«  us?' 

'  I  think,  Sir  Charles,  I  have  one  of 
c  the  fineft  women  in  England;  but  I 

*  neither  expect,  nor  deiire,  you  rakes 
f  fliould  fee  her  with  my  eyes.' 

c  You  know,  if  I  have  a  mind  to  love 
c  her,  and  make  court  to  her  too,  Mr. 
'  B.  I  will:  and  I  am  half  in  love  with 

*  her  already,  although  I  have  not  feeh 

<  her.' 

They  came  in  when  dinner  was  near 
ready,  and  the  four  gentlemen  took  each 
a  large  bumper  of  old-hock  for  another 
whet. 

The  countefs,  Lady  Davers,  and  I, 
came  down  together.  The  gentlemen 
knew  our  two  noble  ladies,  and  were 
known  to  them  in  perfon,  as  well  as  by 
character.  Mr.  B*  in  his  ufual  kind  and 
encouraging  manner,  took  my  hand, 
and  prcfented  the  four  gentlemen  to 
me,  each  byhis  name.  Sir  Charles  faid, 
pretty  bluntly,  that  he  hoped  he  was  mere 
welcome  to  me  now,  than  the  laft  time  he 
was  under"  the  fame  roof  with  me;  for  he 
had  been  told  fince,  that  that  was  our 
happy  day. 

I  faid,  Mr.  B.'s  friends  were  always 
welcome  to  me. 


<  'Tis  well,  Madam,'  faid  Mr.  SeJ- 
ley,  '  we  did  not  know  how  it  was.  We 

*  mould  have  quartered  ourfelves  upon 
'  Mr.  B.  for  a  week  together,  and  kept 

*  him  up  day  and  night/ 

I  thought  this  fpeech  deferved  no  an- 
fwer,  efpecially  as  they  were  gentlemen 
who  wanted  no  countenance,  and  ad- 
dreffed  myfelf  to  Lord  Davers,  who  is 
always  kindly  making  court  to  me  :  *  I 

*  hope,  my  good  lord,  you  find  your- 

*  felr'  quite  recovered  of  your  head-achr* 
(of  which  he  complained  at  breakfaft.) 

1  I  thank  you,  my  dear  filter,  pretty 

*  well.' 

*  I  was  telling  Sir  Charles,  and  the 
'  other  gentlemen,  niece,*  faid  Sir  Jacob, 

*  how  I  was  cheated  here,  when  I  came 

*  firft,  with  a  Lady  Jenny.' 

'  It  was  a  very  lucky  cheat  for  me, 
'  Sir  Jacob;  for  it  gave  you  a  prepof- 
'  fefiion  in  my  favour,  under  fo  ad  van - 

*  tageous  a  character,  that  I  could  never 

*  have  expected  otherwife.' 

*  I  wim,'   faid   the    countefs,    'my 
'  daughter,  for  whom  Sir  Jacob  took 

*  you,  had  Mrs.  B.'s  qualities  to  bostft 
'  of.' 

*  How  am  I  obliged  to  your  ladv- 
'  ftrrpV -goodnefs/   returned  I,  '  when 

*  you  treat  me  with  even  greater  indul- 
'  gence  than  you  uie  to'fo  beloved  a 

*  daughter!' 

*  Nay,  now  you  talk  of  treating/  faid 
Sir  Charles,  *  when,  ladies,  will  you  treat 

*  our  lex  with  the  politenefs  which  you 

*  me w  to  ,i>ne  another  ? ' 

'  Wheel  your  fex  deferve  it,  SirCharles/ 
anfwererf  Lady  Davers. 

*  Who  is  to  be  judge  cf  that?' faid 
Mr.  Walgrave. 

'  Not  the  gentlemen ^  I  hope,'  replied 
my  lady. 

«  Well  then,  Mrs.  B.'  faid  Sir  Charles, 
we  befpeak  your  good  opinion  of  us  ; 
for  you  have  ours.* 

*  I  am  obliged  to  you,  gentlemen  : 
but  I  muft  be  more  cautious  in  declar- 
ing mine,  left  it  mould  be  thought  lam 
influenced  by  your  kind,  and  perhaps 
too  hafty,  opinions  of  me." 

Sir  Charles  fworethey  ha^/^ffencmgn 
of  rne  the  moment  I  entered  the  parlour, 
and  heard  enough  the  moment  I  opened 
my  lips,  to  anfwer  for  their  opinions  of 
me. 

I  faid,  I  made  no  doubt,  when  they 

had  as  good  a  fubjeft  to  expatiate  uv>or.« 

as  I  had,  in  the  pleaiure  before  me,  cf 

3  K.  a  feeing 
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feeing  fo  many  agreeable  friends  of  Mr. 
B.'s,  they  would  maintain  the  title  they 
claimed  of  every  one's  good  opinion. 

*  This,'  faid  Sir  Jacob,  *  is  binding 
'  you  over,  gentlemen,  to  your  good  be- 
1  haviour. — You  Vnull  know,  my  niece 
'  never  fhoots  flying,  as_>>0#  do.' 

The  gentlemen  laughed:  '  Is  it  flioot- 

*  ing  flying,  Sir  Jacob,"  returned  Sir 
Charles,"  '  to  praife  that  lady  ?' 

'  Acis-bud,  I  did  not  think  of  that." 

*  O   Sir   Jacob,'    laid   the  countefs, 
'  you  need  not  be  at  a  fault} — for  a 
'  good  fportfman  always  hits  his  mark, 

*  flying  or  not :  and  the  gentlemen  had 
'  fo  fair  an  one,  that  they  could  not  well 
'  mifs  it.' 

1  You  are  fairly  helped  over  the  ftile, 
«  Sir  Jacob,'  faid  Mr.  Floyd. 

*  And,  indeed,  I  wanted  it;  though 
'  I  limped  like  a  puppy  before  I  was 
'  lame.    One  can't  think  of  every  thing 
'  as  one  ufed  to  do  at  your  time  of  life, 
<  gentlemen.' 

This  flippant  fluff  was  all  that  paffed, 
which  I  can  recite ;  for  the  reft,  at  table, 
and  after  dinner,  was  too  polite  by  half 
for  me:  fuch  as,  the  quantity  of  wine 
each  man  could  carry  off,  that  was  the 
phrafe ;  dog,  horfes,  hunting,  racing, 
cock-fighting,  anjd  all  accompanied  with 
fwearing,  and  curling,  and  that  in  good 
humour,  and  out  of  wantonnefs  (the  leaft 
excufable  andmeftpronigate  fort  of  fwear- 
ing and  curling  of  all  ;)  loud  laughing, 
with  a  little  touching  now-and-then  on 
the  borders  of  Sir  Simon's  beloved  fub- 
jeft,  to  try  if  they  could  make  a  lady 
mew  fhe  underftood  their  hints  by  her 
blujbes*  j  a  certain  indication,  that  thofe 
who  feek  a  bKifli  in  others,  are  paft  it 
themfelves,  and  by  their  turning  it  into 
ridicule  wjien  they  find  it  in  their  friends, 
that  they  Would  not  for  the  world  have 
it  imputed  to  them  ;  talking  three  or 
four  at  once,  and  as  loud  as  if  they  were 
in  the  field  purfuing  their  game,  at  a 
quarter  of  a  mile's  diftance  from  one  an- 
other. 

Thefe  were  the  fubjecls,  and  this  the 
^entertainment,  which  held  the  ladies  and 
me  for  one  hour,  after  a  tedious  dinner ; 
when  we  retired,  and  glad  we  were  to  do 
fo.  The  gentlemen  liked  the  wine  fo 
well,  that  we  had  the  felicity  to  drink  tea 
and  coffee  by  ourfelves;  only  Mr.  B. 
(upon  our  inviting  the  gentlemen  to  par- 
take with  us,)  Aiding  in  for  a  few  mi- 


nutes to  tell  us,  they  would  ftick  by  what 
they  had,  and  taking  a  difh  of  coffee 
with  us. 

I  mould  not  omit  one  obfervation  : 
that  Sir  Jacob,  when  they  were  gone, 
faid,  they  were  pure  company  :  and  Mr. 
H.  that  he  never  was  fo  delighted  in  his 
born  days — While  the  two  ladies  put  up 
their  prayers,  that  they  might  never  have 
fuch  another  entertainment.  And  being 
encouraged  by  their  declaration,  I  pre- 
fumed  to  join  in  the  fame  petition. 

Yet,  it  feems.s  thefe  are  men  of  wit !  I 
believe  they  muft  be  fo — beoaufe  I  could 
neither  like  nor  understand  them. — Yet, 
if  their  converfation  had  much  wit  in  it, 
I  mould  think  my  ladies  would  have 
found  it  out. 

However,  this  they  did  find  out,  and 
agree  in,  that  thefe  gentlemen  were  of  the 
true  modern  caft  of  libertines  ;l!)d  fox- 
hunters,  and,  indifferently  as  they  liked 
them,  could  not  be  eafily  outdone  by  any 
of  the  fame  ftamp  in  England. 

God  defend  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford, 
and  every  worthy  fmgle  lady,  from  fuch 
a  hufband,  as  a  gentleman  of  this  cha- 
racter would  make! 

I  wonder  really  how  Mr.  B.  who 
choofes  not  this  fort  of  converfation,  and 
always  (whatever  faults  he  had  befides) 
was  -a.  fiber  gentleman,  can  fit  for  hours 
fo'eafy  and  cheerful  in  it;  and  yet  he  ne- 
ver fays  much,  when  they  are  in  their  high 
delight. 

When  all's  done,  Mifs,  there  are  very 
unpleafant  things,  which  perfons  \r\gen- 
teel  life  are  forced  to  put  up  with,  as 
well  as  thofe  in  lower  \  and  were  the  one 
to  be  balanced  with  the  other,  the  diffe- 
rence, as  to  true  happinefs,  would  not 
perhaps  be  fo  great  as  people  in  the  latter 
imagine  3 — if  it  did  not  turn  in  their  fa- 
vour. 

The  gentlemen,  permit  me  to  add, 
went  away  very  merry,  to  ride  ten  miles 
by  owl-light;  for  they  would  not  accept 
of  beds  here.  They  had  two  French 
horns  with  them,  and  gave  us  a  blaft,  or 
flourifh  or  two,  at  going  off.  Each  had 
a  iervant  befides :  but  the  way  they  were 
in  would  have  given  me  more  concern 
than  it  did,  had  they  been  related  to  Mr. 
B.  and  lefs  ufed  to  it.  An  j,  indeed,  it 
is  a  happinefs,  that  fuch  gentlemen  take 
no  more  care  than  they  generally  do,  to 
intereft  any  body  intimately  in  their 
healths  and  prefervation  j  for  thefe  are  all 
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fmgle  men.  Nor  is  the  publick,  any 
more  than  the  private,  under  any  necef- 
fity  to  be  much  concerned  about  them; 
for  let  fuch  perfons  go  when  they  will, 
if  they  continue  fmgle,  their  next  heir 
cannot  well  be  a  worfe  commonwealthV 
man  ;  and  there  is  a  great  chance  he  may 
be  better. 

You  know  I  end  my  Saturdays  feri- 
oufly.  And  this,  to  what  I  have  already 
faid,  makes  me  add,  that  I  cannot  expref  s 
how  much  I  am,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford, 
jour  faithful  and  afcSionate 

Pt  B. 


LETTER    XXXVIII. 

FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  MISS  DARNFORD. 
IN  ANSWER  TO  LETTERS  XXXV. 
AND  XXXVI. 

MY  DEAR   MISS  DARNFORT5, 

I  Skip  over  the  little  tranfactions  of 
feveral  days,  to  let  you  know  how 
much  you  rejoice  me,  ir.  telling  me*  Sir 
Simon  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  comply 
with  my  wifhes.  Both  your  moft  agree- 
able letters  came  to  my  hand  together, 
and  I  thank  you  a  hundred  times  for 
them ;  and  I  thank  your  dear  mamma, 
and  Sir  Simon  too,  for  the  pleafure  they 
have  given  me  in  this  obliging  permiffion . 
How  happy  mall  we  be  together  ! — But 
how  long  will  you  be  permitted  to  ftay, 
though  ?  All  the  winter,  I  hope : — And 
then,  when  that  is  over,  let  us  fet  out  to- 
gether, if  God  mail  {pare  us,  dire&ly 
for  Lincolnmire;  and  fo  pafs  moft  of  the 
fummer  likewife  in  each  other's  compa- 
ny. What  a  fweet  thought  is  this  !— Let 
me  indulge  it  a  little  while. 

Mr.  B.  read  your  letters,  &nd  fays, 
you  are  a  charming  young  lady,  and  fur- 
pafs  yourfelf  in  every  letter.  I  told  him, 
that  he  was  more  interefted  in  the  plea- 
fure I  took  in  this  favour  of  Sir  Simon's 
than  he  imagined.  *  As  how,  my  dear?' 
faid  he.  *  A  plain  cafe,  Sir/  replied  I : 

*  for  endeavouring  to  improve  myfelf  by 
'  Mifs  Darnford's  converfation  and  be- 
'  haviour,    I  mall  every  day  be  more 

*  worthy  of  your  favour.'     He  kindly 
would  have  it,  that  nabody,  no,  notMifs 
Darnford  herfelf,  excelled  me. 

'Tis  right,  you  know,  Mifs,  that  Mr. 
B,  fhould  think  fo,  though  I  muftknow 


nothing  at  nil,  if  I  was  not  fenfible  how 
inferior  I  am  to  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford; 
and  yet,  when  I  look  abroad  now-and- 
then,  I  could  be  a  proud  flut,  if  I  would, 
and  not  yield  the  palm  to  many  others.—- 
But  don't  let  every  body  know  how  vaia 
I  am.  Yet  they  m:;y  too,  if  they  tike 
in,  at  the  fame  time,  the  grounds  of  my 
vanity,  for  they  muft  then  allow,  that  I 
have  no  fmall  reafontobe  proud,  in  hav- 
ing fo  happily  wen  the  favour  of  two 
fuch  judges,  as  Mr.  B.  and  Mifs  Darn- 
ford,  and  have  the  good  fortune,  like- 
wife, to  rejoice  in  that  of  Lady  Davers, 
and  the  Countefs  of  C» 
Well,  my  dear  Mifs, 


SUNDAY 

IS  paft  and  gone,  as  happily  as  thelaft; 
the  two  ladies,  and,  at  their  earneft 
requeft,  Sir  Jacob,  bearing  us  company, 
in  the  evening  part.  My  Polly  was  there 
morning  and  evening,  with  her  heart 
broken  almoft,  poor  girl ! — I  put  her  in 
a  corner  of  my  cloiet,  becaufe  her  con- 
cern mould  not  be  minded.  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis  gives  me  great  hopes  of  her  : — and 
(lie  feems  to  abhor  the  thoughts  of  Mr. 
H. — But  as  there  proves  to  be  fo  little  of 
real  love  in  her  heart,  (though  even,  if 
there  had,  fhe  would  have  been  without 
excufe)  is  fhe  not  the  wickeder  by  half 
for  that,  Mifs  ?  To  confent,  and  take 
earne/t,  as  I  may  fay,  £o  live  with  a  man,- 
who  did  not  pretend  to  marry  her ! — How 
inexcufable  this  '. — What  a  frailty  ! — 
Yet  fo  honeftly  defcended,  fo  modeft  in 
appearance,  and  an  example  fomuch  bet- 
ter— forgive  me  to  fay — before  her—- 
Dear, dear,  how  could  it  be ! 

Sir  Jacob  was  much  pleafed  with  our 
family  order,  and  faid,  'twas  no  wonder 
I  kept  fo  good  myfelf,  that  was  his  word, 
and  made  others  fo  j  and  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  four  rakes  (for  he  run  on 
how  much  they  admired  me)  would  be 
converted,  if  they  faw  how  well  I  pafled 
my  time,  and  how  cheerful  and  eafy 
every  one,  as  well  as  myfelf,  was  under 
it.  He  faid,  when  he  came  home,  he 
thought  he  muft  take  fuch  a  method  him- 
felf  in  bis  family;  for,  he  believed,  it 
would  make  not  only  better  mailers  and 
miftrefles,  but  better  children,  and  better 
fervants  too.  But,  poor  gentleman  \  he 
has,  I  doubt,  a  great  deal  to  mend  ia 
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himfelf,  before  he  can  begin  fuch  a  prac- 
tice with  efficacy  in  his  family. 


MONDAY* 

IN  the  afternoon,  Sir  Jacob  took  his 
leave  of  us,  highly  fatisfied  with  us 
both,  and  particularly— fo  he  faid— with 
me;  and  promifed  that  my  tnjoo  coufms, 
as  he  called  his  daughters,  and  his  fitter, 
an  old  maiden  lady,  if  they  went  to  town 
this  winter,  mould  vifit  me,  and  be  im- 
proved by  me  ;  that  was  his  word.  Mr. 
B.  accompanied  him  fome  miles  on  his 
journey,  and  the  two  ladies,  and  Lord 
Davers,  and  I,  took  an  airing  in  the 
coach. 

Mr.  B.  was  fo  kind  as  to  tell  me,  when 
he  came  home,  withawhifper,  thatMifs 
Goodwin  preiented  her  duty  to  me. 

I  have  got  a  multitude  of  fine  things 
for  the  dear  little  creature,  and  Mr.  B. 
promifes  to  give  me  a  dairy-houfe  break - 
faft,  when  our  guefts  are  gone. 

I  inclofe  the  hiftory  of  this  little  charm- 
er *,  by  Mr.  B.'s  confent,  fince  you  are 
to  do  us  the  honour,  as  he  (as  well  as  I) 
pleafes  himfelf,  to  be  one  of  our  family 
—But  keep  it  to  yourfelf,  whatever  you 
do.  I  am  guaranty  that  you  will;  and 
have  put  it  in  a  feparate  paper,  that  you 
IT  ay  burn  it  as  foon  as  you  have  read  it. 
— For  I  mall  want  your  advice,  it  may 
be,  on  this  fttbjec~t,  having  a  great  defire 
to  get  this  child  into  my  pofleffion  ;  and 
yet  Lady  Davers  has  given  me  an  f  hint, 
that  dwells  a  little  with  me.  When  I 
have  the  pleafure  I  hope  for,  I  will  lay 
all  before  you,  and  be  determined  and 
proceed,  as  far  as  I  have  power,  by  you. 
You,  my  good  father  and  mother,  have 
feen  the  ftory  in  my  former  papers. 


TUESDAY. 

YO  U  muft  know,  I  pafs  over  the 
days  thus  fwiftly,  not  that  I  could 
not  fill  them  up  with  writing,  as  ample 
as  I  have  done  the  former :  but  intending 
only  to  give  you  a  general  idea  of  our 
way  of  life  and  converfation ;  and  having 
gone  through  a  whole  week  and  more, 
you  will  be  able  from  what  I  have  re- 
cited, to  form  a  judgment  how  it  is  with 
us,  one  day  with  another. — As  for  ex- 
ample, now-and-then  neighbourly  vifits 


received  and  paid.  Needle- work  b:-> 
tween  whiles.  Mufick.  Cards  fome- 
times,  though  I  don't  love  them — One 
more  benevolent  round— Improving  con- 
verfation s  with  my  dear  Mr.  B.  and  my 
two  good  ladies— A  leflbn  from  him, 
when  alone,  either  in  French  or  Latin  j  a 
new  pauper  cafe  or  two — A  vifit  from 
the  good  dean — Mr.  Williams' s  depar- 
ture, in  order  to  put  the  new-proje£led 
alteration  in  force,  which  is  to  deprive 
me  of  my  chaplain — (By  the  way,  the 
dean  is  highly  pleafed  with  this  affair, 
and  the  motives  to  it,  Mr.  Adams  being 
a  favourite  of  his,  and  a  diftant  relation 
of  his  lady)  Mr.  H.'s  and  Polly's  mu- 
tual endeavour  to  avoid  one  another—- 
My leflbns  to  the  poor  girl,  and  cautions, 
as  if  (he  were  my  fitter — 

Thefe,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,  thefe, 
my  honoured  father  and  mother,  are  the 
pleafant  employments  of  our  timej  fo 
far  as  we  females  are  concerned ;  for  the 
gentlemen  hunt,  ride  out,  and  divert 
themfelves  in  their  way,  and  bring  us 
home  the  news  and  occurrences  they 
meet  with  abroad,  and  now-and-then  a 
(haggling  gentleman  they  pick  in  their 
diveriions. — And  fo  I  mall  not  enlarge 
upon  thefe  articles,  after  the  tedious  fpe- 
cimens  I  have  already  given.  Yet  the 
particulars  of  one  converfation,  poffibly, 
I  may  give  you  another  time,  when  I 
have  leaft  to  do,  becaufe  three  young  la- 
dies, relations  of  Lady  Towers  and  Mrs. 
Arthur,  were  brought  to  vifit  me,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  Jnftru&ions ;  for  that  was 
the  kind  compliment  of  thofe  ladies  to 
me. 


WEDNESDAY,    THURSDAY. 

COULD  you  ever  have  thought,  my 
dear,  that  hufbands  have  a  difpenf- 
ing  power  over  their  wives,  which  kings 
are  not  allowed  over  the  laws  ?  I  have 
this  day  had  a  fmart  debate  with  Mr.  B. 
and  I  fear  it  will  not  be  the  only  one  up- 
on this  fubjecl.  Can  you  believe,  that 
if  a  wife  thinks  a  thing  her  duty  to  do, 
and  her  hufband  does  not  approve  of  her 
doing  it,  he  can  difpenle  with  her  per- 
forming it,  and  no  fin  (hall  lie  at  her 
door?  Mr.  B.  maintains  this  point.  I 
have  great  doubts  about  it ;  particularly 
one  $  that  if  a  matter  be  my  duty,  and  he 
difpenfes  with  my  performance  of  it, 


*  See  Vol.  II.  p.  277.        f  See  p.  332  of  this  Volume. 
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whether,  even  although  that  were  to  clear 
me  of  the  fin,  it  will  not  fall  upon  him- 
felf?  And,  to  be  fare,  Mifs,  a  good  wife 
would  be  as  much  concerned  at  this,  as 
if  it  was  to  remain  upon  her.  Yet  he 
feems  fet  upon  it.  What  can  one  do ! — 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  fiich  a  notion  be- 
fore, Mifs  ?  Of  fuch  a  prerogative  in  a 
hufband  ?  Would  you  care  to  fubfcribe 
to  it1? 

This  is  one  of  Mr.  B.'s  particular-ties. 
He  has  ieveral  of  th  ;in,  the  effects,  as  I 
take  it,  of  his  formal  fixe  life.  Poly- 
gamy, as  I  iiave  mentioned  heretofore, 
is  another.  That  is  a  bad  one  indeed. 
Yet  he  is  not  fo  determined  on  this,  as 
he  fcctns  to  be  on  the  other,  in  a  certain 
cafe,  that  is  too  nice  tor  me,  at  prefent 
to  explain  to  you  j  and  fo  I  might  as 
well  have  taken  no  notice  of  it,  as  yet. 
— Only  the  argument  was  fo  prefent  to 
my  mind:  held  within  this  hour,  and  I 
write  a  journal,  you  know,  of  what 
palles. 

But  I  will,  fome  time  hence,  fubmit  it, 
at  leaft  \oyour  judgments,  my  father  and 
mother.  You  are  well  read  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  have  gone  through  the  occa- 
fion  often  j  and  both  Mr.  B.  and  I  build 
our  arguments  on  Scripture,  though  we 
are  fo  different  in  our  opinions.  He  fays, 
the  ladies  are  of  his  opinion.  I'm  afraid 
they  are,  and  fo  will  not  afk  them.  But, 
perhaps,  I  mayn't  live,  and  other  things 
may  happen;  and  fo  I'll  fay  no  more  of 
•  it  at  prefent*. 


FRIDAY. 

MR.  H.  and  my  Lord   and  Lady 
Davers,  and  the  excellent  Coun  • 

tefs  of  C ,  having  left  us  this  day, 

a  good  deal  to  my  regret,  and,  as  it  feem- 
ed,  to  their  own,  the  former  put  the  fol- 
lowing letter  into  rny  hands,  with  an  air 
of  refpecl,  and  even  reverence.  You 
will  obferve  in  it,  that  he  fays,  he  fpells 
moft  lamentably ;  and  this  obliges  me 
to  give  it  you  literally : 

'    DEARE   GOOD  MADAM, 

*  T  Cannotteontentemyfelfe  withcom- 
*•  *  mon  thankes,  on  leaving  youres 

*  and  Mr.  B.'s  hofoitabel  houfe,  becaufe 

*  of  thatt  there  affaire,  which  I  neede 

*  not  mention ;  and  truly  am  a/bamedto 
c  mention,  as  I  have  been  to  looke  you 


in  the  face,  ever  fince  it  happened.  I 
tion't  kncwe  bo-iv  itt  cameabvute,  butt 
I  thought  butt  att  tirft  of  joking  a  littel, 
or  foe ;  and  feeing  Policy  heard  me 
with  more  attentivenefs  then  I  expect- 
ed, I  was  encouraged  to  proceede; 
and  foe,  now  I  recollefle,  itt  tame 
aboute. 

*  But  fliee  is  innofent  for  me :  and  I 
don't  knowe  how  thatt  came  aboute 
neither ;  for  wee  were  oute  one  moone 
lighte  nighte  together,  in  the  gardin, 
walking  aboute,  and  afterwardes  tooke 
a  napp  of  two  houres,  as  I  beliefe,  in  the 
furnmer-hotjfein  the  littel  gardin,  be- 
ing over- powered  with  fleepe  j  for  I 
woulde  make  her  lay  her  head  uppon 
my  brefte,  till,  before  we  were  awar, 
wee  felle  afleepe  together.  Butt  be- 
fore thatt,  we  hadd  agreed  on  whatt 
you  difcovered. 

'  Thifs  is  the  whole  truthe,  and  all  the 
intimaiies  wee  ever  hadd,  tofpeakeoff. 
But  I  beleefe  we  fhoulde  have  been 
better  acquainted,  hadd  you  nott, luck- 
ily/or mee  >  prevented  itt,  by  being  art 
home,  when  we  thought  you  abroad, 
For  I  was  to  come  to  her  when  mee 
hemm'd  t*uo  or  three  times\  for  hav- 
ing made  a  contract,  you  knowe,  Ma- 
dam, it  was  natural!  enough  to  take 
the  firft  occafion  to  putt  itt  in  force. 
'  She  coulde  not  keepe  her  owne  fe- 
critt,  and  may  have  tolde  you  more, 
perhapps,  then  is  true.  So  what  I 
write  is  to  clear  e  my  felf e  j  and  to  tell 
you,  how  lorry  I  am,  in  fuch  a  good 
houfe  as  youres,  and  where  their  is  fo 
much  true  godlinefs,  that  I  fhoulde 
ever  be  drawne  away  to  have  a 
thoughte  to  di (honour  itt.  But  I  will 
take  care  of  being  over-famillier  for 
the  future  with  underlings ;  for,  fee 
how  a  man  may  be  taken  in  ! — If  fliee 
hadd  refented  itt  att  firft,  when  I  begun 
to  kiflfe  her,  or  foe  (for,  you  knowe, 
we  younge  fellows  will  take  libertis 
fometimes  where  they  don't  become 
us,  to  our  owne  difparagements  chiefly, 
thafs  true")  1  fhoulde  have  hadd  an 
afwe  uppon  me ;  or  iff  fliee  had  told 
yox,or  buttfaid  fliee  woulde,  I  fhoulde 
have  foiune,  as  fbone  as  had  any 
thoughtes  further  aboute  the  matter. 
— But  what  had  one  of  oure  fexe  to  do, 
you  knoive,  Madam,  when  they  finde 
littel  refiftence,  and  that  fhee  woulde 
Jlande  quietly  and  telle  no  tales  and 


*  For  the  fcguel  of  this  matter,  fee  Vol.  IV.  Letter  III. 
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4  make  no  gre aijlruggell,  and  not  keepe 
'  out  of  one's  nvay  neither,  hutt  to  ditty - 
i  dally  on,  till  one  broughte  itt  to  more 

*  than  one  at  firft  intended  ? 

'  Poor  Policy!  I  pity  lur  too.  Don't 
'  think  the  worfe  of  her,  deare  Madam, 
'  fo  as  too  turn  her  away,  becaufe  it  may 

*  bee  her  ruin.  I  don't  defire  too  fee  her. 

*  I  mought  have  been  draxvne  in  to  do 

*  Itrange  foolifh  things,  and  been  ruin\i 

*  at  the  long  run  ;  for  who  knows  where 
'  this  thing  mought  have  ended  ?  My 

*  unkeU  woulde  have  never  feene  me.  My 
'  father  too  (his  lordihipp,   you  have 

*  hearde,  Madam,  is  a  very  crojfe  man, 

*  and  never  loved  mee  much)  mought 

*  have  cutt  off  the  intaile.  My  aunte  would 

*  have  difpis'd  mee,  and  fcorn'd  mee. 
'  I  (hnulcl  have  been  her  foolifhe  fellowe 

*  in  eariiejle>  nott  mjefle,  as  now.   You 

*  woulde  have  refented  itt,  and  Mr.  B. 
4  who  knowes  ?  mought  hove  called  me 
'  to  account,  (for  he  is  bloody pajffionate, 

*  I  faw  thatt  att  the  Hall,  and  has  foughte 

*  two  or  three  duells,  as  I  have  hearde) 
'  for  abufing  the  freedome  of  his  houfey 

*  and  breakeing.  the  lawesof  hofpitalliiy> 

*  as  you  tolde  mte ;  and  fo,  it  is  nott  un- 
'  likely,  I  mighte  have  dy'd  like  a  dogge 

*  in  a  ditcbe^  and  there  would  have  been 
'  an  ende  of  a  noble  fam  ily,  that  have  been 
'  p ceres  of  the  realme  time  out  of  minde. 

*  What  a  fadd  thing  would  this  have 
'  bf en  I    A  publicke  as  well  as  private 

*  lofie  :  for  you  knowe,  Madam,  whatt 
'  my  lady  countefs  faid,  and  nobody  fays 

*  better  thinges,  or  knowes  more  of  the 
'  matter,  then  her  ladyfhipp,  That  every 

*  peere  of  the  realme  is  a  Jewell  in  the 

*  crown e.     A  fine  faying!  God  grante, 
'  I  may  keepe  itt  in  minde,  when  my 
'  time  comes ,  and  my  father  fhall  happen 
«  to  die ! 

'  Well,  butt,  good  Madam,  cann  you 
'  forgive  mee  ?  You  fee  how  happy  I  am 

*  in  my  disappointment.  Butlmufttake 

*  another  fheete  of  paper. — I  did  nott 
'  think  too  write  fo  much; — for  I  don't 

*  love  itt  :   butt  on  this  ocaiion,  know 

*  not  how  too  leave  off. — I  hope  you  cann 
'  reade  my  letter.     I  knowe  I  write  a 
'  clumjy  hand,  3.\\<\fpelle  moft  e  lament  a- 

*  belly  ;  for  I  never  had  a   tallent  for 

*  thefe  thinges.     I  was  readier  by  halfe 
'  to  admire  the  orcherd  robbing  piflure 
*•  in  Lillie's  grammar,  then   any  other 

*  parte  of  the  book :  excufe  my  nonfenfe, 

*  Madam :  butt  many  a  time  have   I 

*  help'd  to  fill  zfafhilj  and  always  fup- 

*  pofed  that  pi&ure  was  putt  there  on 


6  purpofe  to  tell  boyes  \\hatt  diveifions 
'  are  aio<ived  them,  and  are  propper  for 
i  th-m.  Several  of  my  fchoole-fellowii 
'  tooke  it  for  granted,  as  well  as  I,  and 
'  wee  coulde  never  reconfile  itt  to  oure, 
'  reafon,  why  wee  flioulde  bee  puniftied 

*  for^rtf  #/$"/?£  a  leffon  t aught e  us  by  our 

*  grammers. 

'  Butt,  hey,  whether  am  I  running!  I 
c  never  writt  to  you  before,  and  never 
'  may  againe,  unleffe  you,  or  Mr.  B. 
'  commande  itt,  for  youre  fervife.  So 

*  pray  excufe  me,  Madam. 

*  I  knowe  I  neede  give  no  advife  to 
'  Policy,  to  take  care  oi'jirjt  encourage- 

*  ments.    Poore  girl !  fhee  mought  have 
'  fuffer'd  fadly,  as  welle  as  I. — For  iff 
'  my  father,  and  my  unkell  and  aunte, 

*  had  requir'd  mee  to  turne  hea*  off,  you 

*  knowe  itt  woulde  have  been  undutifull 
'  too  have  refus'd  them,  notwithftandmg 

*  bur  bargaine.     And  want  of  duty  to 

*  them  woulde  have  been  to  have  added 

*  faulte  too  faulte :  as  you  once  obferved, 
'  I   remember,   that  one    faulte   never 
'  comes  alone,  but  drawes  after  itt  gene- 
'  rally  five  or  fix,  to  hide  or  vindicate  itt, 
'  and  they  every  one  perhapps  as  many 

*  more  cache. 

1  I  fhall  never  forgett  feverall  of  youre 
1  wife  fayinges.  I  have  been  vex'd,  may 

*  I  be  hanged,  if  I  have  rr»t,  many  a 

*  time,  thatt  I  coulde  not  make  fuch  ob- 

*  fervations  as  you  make;  who  am  fo 
'  much  older  too,  and  a  man  befides,  and 
'  apeere'sfon,ar\Aa.peere'suepbevj!  but 
'  my  tallents  lie  another  way;  and  by 
'  that  time  my  father  dies,  I  hope  to  im- 

*  prove  myfelfe,  in  order  to  cutt  fuch  a 
'  figgure,  as  may  make  me  be  no  dif- 

*  grale  to  my  name  or  countrey ;  for  I 
'  lhall   have    one   benefitt   over   many 
'  younge  lordes  ;  thatt  I  fhall  be  more 

*  fond   of  makeing  obfer-iiafions   then 
e  fpeeches,  and  fo  fhall  improve  of  courfe, 
s  you  knowe. 

'  Well,  butt  whatt  is  all  this  to  the 

*  purpofe! — I   will  keepe  dole  to  my 

*  texte ;  and  thatt  is,  to  thank  you,  good 
'  Madam,  for  all  the  favours  I  have  re - 
'  ceivedin  your  houfe;  to  thank  you  for 
'  difappointing  mee,  and  for  convinling 
'  mee,  in  fo  kinde,  yet  fojbameing  a  man- 
(  ner,  how  wrong  I  was  in  the  matter  of 

*  that  there  Polly;  and  for  not  expofing 
'  my  folly  to  any  boddy  but  myfelfe  (for 

*  I  mould  have  been  ready  to  hang  my- 

*  felfe,  if  you  hadd  ;)  and  to  begg  youre 

*  pardon  for  itt,  and  to  afftier  you,  that 

*  I  will  never  offerr  the  like  as  long  as  I 

*  breathe. 
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*  breathe.     I   am,  Madam,    with  the 

*  greateft  refpe6le,  youre  mojle  obliged, 

*  moflefaithfull,  andmojle  obedient  hum- 
<  bell  few  ante  t 

«  J.H. 

«  Pray  excufe  blotts  and  blwrs.' 

Well,  Mifs  Darnford,  what  (hall  we 
fay  to  this  fine  letter  ? — You'll  allow  it 
to  be  an  original,  I  hope.  Yet,  may-be 
not.  For  how  does  one  know,  but  it 
may  be  as  well  written,  and  as  fenfible  a 
letter  as  this  clafs  of  people  generally 
write  ?— But  what  then  (hall  we  be  able 
to  fay  for  fuch  poor  creatures  of  our  fex 
as  are  taken  in,  as  Mr.  H.  calls  it,  by 
fuch  pretty  fellows  as  this:  who  if  they 
may  happen  to  write  better,  hardly  think 
better,  or  deiign  to  ad  better,  and  are 
not  fo  foon  brought  to  repentance,  and 
promifes  of  amendment  ? 

Mr.  H.  dreffes  well,  is  not  a  con- 
temptible figure  of  a  man,  laughs,  talks, 
where  he  can  be  heard,  and  his  aunt  is 
not  prefent ; — and  c uts,  to  nib  his  own 
word,  a  confiderable  figure  in  a  conn  try 
town— But  fee— Yet  I  will  not  fay  what 
I  might — He  is  Lord  Davers's  nephew; 
and  if  he  makes  his  observation?)  and 
forbears  his  fpeeches,  (I  mean,  can  be 
filent,  and  only  laugh  when  he  fees  fome- 
body  of  more  fenfe  laugh,  and  never  ap- 
prove or  c ondenin  but  in  leading-wrings') 
he  may  pofiibly  pafs  in  a  crowd  of  gen- 
.tlemen. — But  poor,  poor  Polly  Barlow! 
What  can  I  fay  for  Polly  Barlow  ? 

I  have  a  time  in  view,  when,  poflibly, 
my  papers  may  fall  under  the  inlpe&ion 
of  a  dear  gentleman,  to  whom,  next  to 
God,  I  am  accountable  for  all  my  actions 
and  correlpondences ;  fo  I  will  either 
write  an  account  of  the  matter,  and  leal 
it  up  feparately,  for  Mr.  B.  or,  at  a  pro- 
per opportunity,  will  break  it  to  him, 
and  let  him  know,  (under  fecrecy,  if  I 
can  engage  him  to  promife  it)  the  fteps 
I  took  in  it ;  for  fear  fomething  (hould 
arife  hereafter,  when  I  cannot  anfwer  for 
myfelf,  to  render  any  thing  dark  or 
queftionable  in  it.  A  method  I  believe 
very  proper  to  be  taken  by  every  married 
lady;  and  I  prefume  the  rather  to  fay  fo, 
having  had  a  good  example  for  it:  for  I 
have  often  thought  of  a  little  fealed-up 
parcel  of  papers,  my  lady  made  me  burn 
in  her  prefence,  about  a  month  before  (he 
died. — *  They  are,  Pamela,'  faid  (he, 

*  fuch  as  I  have  no  reafon  to  be  concerned 
(  about,  let  who  will  fee  thein,  could 


they  know  the  fprings  and  caufes  of 
them :  but,  for  want  of  a  clue,  my  fon 
might  be  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  of  (e- 
veral  of  thofe  letters,  were  he  to  find 
them,  in  looking  over  my  other  papers, 
when  I  am  no  more.' 
Let  me  add,   that  nothing  cquld  be 
moreendearingthan  our  parting  with  our 
noble  guefts.  My  lady  repeated  her  com- 
mands for  what  ihe  often  engaged  me  to 
promife,  that  is  to  fay,  to  renew  the  con  e- 
Ipondence  begun  between  us,  fo  much  (as 
Hie  was  pleafed  to  fay)  to  her  fatisfa6lior. 
I  could  not  help  (hewing  her  ladyihip, 
who  was   always   inquiring  after  my 
writing  employment,  moft  of  what  paifed 
between  you  and  me;  and  (he  admires 
you  much,  and  wiflied  Mr.H.  had  more 
wit,  that  was  her  word:  (he  (hould  in  that 
cafe,  (he  faid,  be  very  glad  to  let  on  foot 
a  treaty  between  you  and  him. 

But  that,  I  fancy,  can  never  be  tole- 
rable to  you ;  and  I  only  mention  it  en 
paJJ'ant* — There's  a  French  woman  for 
you ! 

The  countefs  was  full  of  her  kind 
wiflies  for  my  happinefs ;  and  my  Lady 
Davers  told  me,  that  if  I  could  give  her 
timely  notice,  (he  would  be  prefent  on  a 
certain  occafion . 

But,  my  dear  Mifs,  what  could  I  fay? 
—I  know  nothing  of  the  matter!— Only, 
I  am  a  fad  coward,  and  have  a  thoufand 
anxieties,  which  I  cannot  mention  to  any 
body. 

But,  if  I  have  fuch  in  the  honourable 
eftate  of  matrimony,  what  mult  thofe 
poor  fouls  have,  who  have  been  feduced, 
and  have  all  manner  of  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  the  crime  (hall  be  followed  by 
a  punimment  fo  natural  to  it  ?  A  punifh- 
ment  in  kind,  as  I  may  fay;  which  if  it 
only  ends  in  forfeiture  of  life,  following 
the  forfeiture  of  fame,  muft  be  thought 
merciful  and  happy  beyond  expectation : 
for  how  (hall  they  lay  claim  to  the  hope 
that  is  given  to  perfons  in  their  cir- 
cumftances  that  they  /ball  be  fa<ved  in 
child-bearing,  iince  the  condition  is,  if 
they  CONTINUE  in  faith  and  charity, 
and  HOLINESS  with  SOBRIETY? 

Now,  my  honoured  mother,  and  my 
dear  Mifs  Darnford,  fmce  I  am  upon  this 
affecting  fubjeft,  does  not  this  text  feem 
to  give  a  comfortable  hope  to  a  good  wo- 
man, who  (hall  die  in  this  circumftance, 
that  (lie  (hall  be  happy  in  the  Divine 
mercies  ?  For  the  A  pottle,  in  the  context, 
fays,  that  he  fujf!>r.s  not  a  woman  to 
teach,  no,r  to  ufurp  authority  over  the 
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)  but  to  be  infilence — And  what  is 
the  reafoa  he  gives  ?  Why,  a  reafon  that 
is  a  natural  confequence  of  the  curfe  on 
the  firft  difobedience,  that  (he  (hall  be  in 
fubjeclion  to  her  hu (band. — '  For,'  lays 
he,  '  Adam  was  NOT  deceived  -y  but  the 
woman,  being  deceived,  war  in  the 
tranfgrejflion?  As  much  as  to  fay — 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  woman,  Adam 
had  kept  his  integrity,  and  therefore 
her  punifhment  (hail  be,  as  it  is  (aid— • 
I  will  greatly  multiply  thy  for  row  in 
t'jy  conception :  in  farrow  /halt  thou 
bring  forth  children, — and  thy  bujband 
Jball  rule  over  thee."  But  neverthe- 
lefs,  if  thou  (halt  not  furvive  the  (harp- 
nefs  of  thy  forrow,  thy  death  (hall  be 
detmed  to  be  fuch  an  alleviation  of  thy 
part  of  the  intailed  tranfgreflion,  that 
thou  (halt  befaved,  if  thou  haft  CON- 
TINUED in  faith,  and  charity,  and 

HOLINESS  with  SOBRIETY.' 

This,  my  honoured  parents,  and  my 
dear  friend,  is  my  paraphrafe;  and  I  reap 
no  fmall  comfort  from  it,  when  I  medi- 
tate upon  it. 

But  I  (hall  make  you  as  ferious  as 
myfelfj  and,  my  dear  friend,  perhaps 
frighten  you  from  entering  into  a  ftate, 
in  which  our  poor  fex  fuffer  fo  much, 
from  the  bridal  morning,  let  it  rife  as 
gaily  as  it  will  upon  a  thoughtful  mind, 
to  that  affecting  circumftance,  (through- 
out it's  whole  progreflion)  for  which  no- 
thing but  a  tender,  a  generous,  and  a 
\voiihy  hu(bandcan  make  them  any  part 
of  amends. — And  when  one  is  fo  blefled, 
one  has  Co  many  fears  added  to  one's  fbr- 
rows;  and  16  much  apprehenfion,  through 
huriKin  frailty,  of  being  feparated  from 
fo  bebved  a  partner,  that  one  had  need 
cf  the  grciiteft  fortitude  to  fupport  one's 
il-lf.  But  it  may  be,  I  am  the  weakeft 
and  moil  apprehenfive  of  my  fex — It  may 
be,  I  am! — And  when  one  fees  how  com- 
mon the  Cole  is,  and  yetliow  few  die  in 
it;  how  uneafy  many  women  are,»0/  to 
be  in  this  circumftancC,  (my  good  Lady 
Davers  particularly,  at  times)  and  Ra- 
chc!  and  "Hannah"  in  Holy  Writ  5  and 
then  how  a.chikiiefs  eitate  might  leffen 
one  in  the  efteem  of  one's  hillband;  one 
ought  to  bring  thefe  connJeraticns  in  ba- 
lance, and  tobanifh  needlefs'  fears.  And 
fo  I  wiSl,  if  I  can. 

But  a  word  or  two  more,  as  to  the 
parting  with  our  honoured  company.  Z 
was  ;i  iatie  iruii(pofed,and  they  alt  would 
c.-.vUic  me,  againrt  my'will,  from  attend- 


ing them  in  the  coach  fome  miles,  which 
their  dear  brother  did.  Both  ladies  moft 
tenderly  faluted  me, twice  or  thrice  a  piece, 
folding  their  kind  arms  about  me,  and 
wiming  my  fafety  and  health,  and  charg- 
ing me  to  think  little,  and  hope  much  j 
for  they  law  me  thoughtful  at  times, 
though  I 'endeavoured  to  hide  it  from 
them. 

My  Lord  Davers  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
with  a  goodnefs  of  temper  that  is  pecu- 
liar to  him — «  My  deareft,  dear  filter— 

*  May  God  preferve  yon,  and  multiply 

*  your  comforts  !  I  (hall  pray  for  you 
'  more  than  ever  I  did  for  myfelf,  though 

*  I  have  fo  much  more  need  of  it; — I 

*  muft  leave  you — But  I  leave  one  whom 

*  I  love  and  honour  next  to  Lady  Da- 

*  vers,  and  ever  (hall.' 

Mr.  H.  looked  confcioufly  filly. — « I 
c  can  fay  nothing,  Madam,' — but  (fa- 
luting  me)  <  that  I  (hall  never  forget 
1  your  goodnefs  to  me.'  Adding,  in  his 
frothy  way,  and  with  as  foppifti  an  air— 
'  Now  can  I  fay,  I  have  faluted  an  angel, 

*  if  ever  there  was  an  angel  on  earth.' 
I  had,  before,  in  Mrs.  Jervis's  par- 
lour, taken  leave  of  Mrs.  Worden  and 
Mrs".  Lefley,  my  ladies  women :  they  each 
ftole,  as  it  were,  at  the  fame  time,  a  hand 
of  mine,  and  kifled  it,  begging  pardon, 
as  they  (aid,  for  the  freedom.   But  I  an- 
fwered,  taking  each  by  her  hand,  and 
kiffing  her — «'l  mall  always  think  of  you 

with  pleafure,  my  good  friends;   for 
you  have  encouraged  me  conftantly  by 
your  prefence  in  my  private  duties, 
and  may  God  blefs  you,  and  the  wor- 
thy families  you  fo  laudably  ferve,  as 
well  for  your  fakes,  as  their  own!' 
They   turned  away  with  tears,   and 
Mrs.  Worden  would  have  faid  fome- 
thing  to  me,  but  could  not. — Only  both 
taking  Mrs.  Jervis  by  the  hand — *  Hap- 
'  p'y,  happy  Mrs.  Jervis !'  faid  they,  al- 
rr.oli:  in  a  breath. — '  And  happy,  happy 
I  too,'  repeated  I,  '  in  my  Mrs.  Jervis, 
and   in  fuch  kind  and  worthy  well- 
wilhers   as  Mrs.  Warden  and  Mrs. 
Lelley.— Wear  this,  Mrs. Worden 5 — 
wear  this,  Mrs.  Lefley,  for  my  fake  :' 
and  I  gave  each  of  them  a  ring,  with  a 
cryftal  and  brilliants  fet  about  it,  which 
Mr.  B .  had  boi'ght  a  week  before  for  this 
very  purpoie ;  for  he  has  a  great  opinion 
of  both  the  good  folks,  and  often  praifed 
their  prudence,  and  their  quiet  and  re- 
fpcctful    behaviour    to    every  body,   fa 
different  from  the  impertinence,  that  was 
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his  word,  of  moft  ladies  women,  who  are 
favourites. 

Mrs.  Jervis  faid—  <  I  have  enjoyed 
'  many  happy  hours  in  your  converfa- 

*  tion,  Mrs.  Worden  and  Mrs.Lelley: 
'  I  mall  mifs  you  very  much." 

«  I  muft  endeavour/  laid  I,  taking  her 
hand,  '  to  make  it  up  to  you,  my  good 
«  friend,  as  well  as  I  can.  And  of  late 
'  we  have  not  had  ib  many  opportuni- 
«  ties  together  as  I  mould  have  wifhed, 
4  had  I  not  been  fo  agreeably  engaged  as 

*  you  know.— *So  we  muft  each  try  to 
c  comfort  the  other,  when  we  have  loft, 

*  I   fuch  noble,  and  you  fuch  worthy 
'  companions.1 

Mrs.Jervis'shoneftheart,beforetouch- 
ed  by  the  parting,  mewed  itfelf  at  her 
eyes — «  Wonder  not,  my  good  friends,1 
laid  I,  to  the  two  gentlewomen,  wiping 
with  my  handkerchief  her  venerable 
cheeks,  '  that  I  always  endeavour  thus 

*  to  dry  up  all  my  good  Mrs.  Jervis's 
«  tears;'  and  then  I  kifled  her,  thinking 
of  jouy  my  dear  mother ;  and  I  was  forced 
to  withdraw  a  little  abruptly,  left  I  mould 
be  too  much  moved  myfelf,  becaufe  I  was 
going  up  to  our  departing  company, who, 
had  they  inquired  into  the  occafion,would 
perhaps    have    thought    it    derogatory 
(though  I  ihould  not)  to  my  prefeut  fta- 
tion,  and  too  much  retiofpecting  to  my 
former. 

I  could  not,  in  convention  between 
.Mr.  B.  and  myfelf,  when  I  was  grate- 
fully expatiating  upon  the  amiable  cha- 
racters of  our  noble  guefts,  and  of  their 
behaviour  and  kindneis  to  me,  help  ob- 
ferving,  that  I  had  little  expected,  from 
fome  *  femts  which  formerly  dropt  from 
Mr.  B.  to  find  my  good  Lord  Davers  fo 
pblite  and  Ib  fenfible  a  man. 

'  He  is  a  very  good-matured  man/  re- 
plied Mr.  B.  *  I  believe  I  might  once  or 
twice  drop  fome  dilreipeclful  words  of 
him.  But  it  was  the  effeft  of  paffion, 
at  the  time,  and  with  a  view  to  two  or 
three  points  of  his  conduct  in  publick 
life;  for  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  find 
fault  with  him,  and  received  very  un- 
fatisfa&ory  excufes.  One  of  thefe,  I 
remember  particularly,  was  in  a  con- 
ference between  a  committee  of  each 
houfe  of  parliament,  in  which  he  be- 
haved in  a  way  I  could  not  wifh  from  a 
man  fo  nearly  allied  to  me  by  marriage ; 


'  for  all  he  could  talk  of,  was  the  dignity 

*  of  their  houfe,  when  the  reafon  of  the 

*  thing  was  ftrong  with  the  other;  and  it 
'  fell  to  my  lot  to  anfwer  what  he  faid ; 
'  which  I  did,  with  fome  afperity ;  und 
'  this  occafioned  a  coolnefs  between  us 

*  for  fome  time. 

*  But  no  man  makes  a  better  figure  in 
'  private  life  than  Lord  Davers ;  efpe- 
'  cially  now,  that  my  fifter's  good  fenfe 

*  has  got  the  better  of  her  paffions,  and 
1  me  can  behave  with  tolerable  decency 
'  towards  him.  For,  formerly)  Pamela, 
f  it  was  notfo;  the  violence  of  her  fpirit 
'  making  him  appear  in  a  light  too  little 
1  advantageous  either  to  his  quality  or 

*  merit.    But  now  his  lordfliip  improves 

*  upon  me  every  time  I  fee  him. 

'  You  know  not,  my  dear,'  continued 
Mr.  B.  *  what  a  difgrace  a  haughty  and 
'  paflionate  woman  bung's  upon  her  hui- 

*  band,  and  upon  herfelf  too,  in  the  eye 

*  of  her  own  lex,  as  well  as  ours.    Nay, 

*  even  thofe  ladies,  who  would  be  as  glad^ 

*  of  dominion  as  fhe,  if  they  mi^ht  be 

'  permitted  to  exercife  it,  def;  ifc  others  • 
f  who  do,  and  the  man  mvjl  \vh*D  furFers 
«  it. 

'  And  let  me  tell  yor?,  my  Pamela,' 

faid  the  dear  man,  with  an  air  that  Ihev/sid 

he  was  fatisned  with  his  own  conduct  in 

this  particular,  *  that  you  cannot  ::r,?.gine 

how  much  a  wcmnn  owes  to  her  huf- 

band,  as  well  with  regard  to  her  o^.n 

peace  of  mind,  as  to  both  theMMreputa- 

tions,  (however  it  may  go  again  it  the 

grain  with  her  ibmetimes)  if  he  be  a 

man,  who  has  difcretion  to  keep  her  in- 

croachiug  paffions  under  a  genteel  and 

reasonable  controui !' 

How  do  you  like  this  doctrine,  Mifs ! 

—I'll  warrant,  you  b.lievo>  that  I  conU 

do  no  lefs,  than  drop  Mr.  B.  one  cf  my 

bcft  curtTies,  in  acknowledgment  of  my 

obligation  to  him,  for  fo  coniiderately 

preserving  to  me  my  peace  of  mind,  and 

mj  reputation,  as  well  as  bis  own,  in  this 

cafe. 

But  after  all,  when  one  duly  weighs 
the  matter,  I  can't  tell  but  what  he  fays 
may  be  right  in  the  main;  for  I  have  not 
been  able  to  contradict  him,  partial  as  I 
am  to  my  fex,  when  he  has  pointed  cut  to 
me  inftances  in  the  behaviour  of  certain 
ladies,  who,  like  children,  the  more  they 
have  been  humoured,  the  more  hum oi;i> 
fome  they  have  grown  ;  which  muit  have 


•  See  Vol.  II.  p.  195. 
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occafioned  as  great  uneafineis  to  them- 
tclves,  as  to  their  hufbanus.  Will  you 
cxcufe  me,  my  dear  ? — This  is  between 
ourfelves;  for  I  did  not  own  ib  much  to 
Mr.  B.  For  one  fhould  not  give  up  one's 
fex,  you  know,  if  one  can  help  it;  for  the 
men  will  be  as  apt  to  impoie,  as  the  wo- 
men to  incroach,  I  doubt. 

Well,bnthere,  my  honoured  father  and 
mother,  and  my  dear  Mils  Darnford,  at 
lair,  I  end  my  journal-wife  letters, as  I  may 
call  them ;  our  noble  guefts  bting  gone, 
and  our  time  and  employments  rolling  on 
in  much  the  lame  manner,  as  in  paft 
days,  of  which  I  have  given  an  account. 

If  any  thing  new  or  uncommon,  or 
more  particularly  affecting  to  me  than 
ulual,  occurs,  I  mall  not  fail  to  trouble 
you  with  it,  as  I  have  opportunity.  But 
J  have  now  my  correspondence  with  Lady 
Davers  to  refcme ;  and  how  {hall  I  do 
about  that  ? — Oh!  I  can  eafily  tell:  it  is 
but  trefpaffing  a  little  on  your  indulgent 
allowance  for  me,  my  ever-honoured  pa- 
rents— And  you,  my  dear  Mil's,  will  find 
k  a  relief,  inftead  of  an  occafion  for  re- 
gret, to  be  ealed  of  a  great  many  imper- 
tmencies,  which  I  write  to  you  in  my 
hcart'sconfidence,and  in  the  familiarity  of 
Iriendmip. — Befides,!  fhall  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  changing  our  paper- corrcfpond- 
ft-nce  into  peribnal  converi'ation  with  you, 
when  at  London.— And  what  a  fweet 
change  for  me  will  that  fee  !— I  will  end 
with  the  joyful  thought;  and  with  the 
tiffurance  that  I  am,  my  dear  eft  father 
and  mother,  and  beft  beloved  Mifs  Darn- 
jurd,your  dutiful  find  affectionate 

P.B. 


LETTER     XXXIX. 

VY   D^AR   MIES  DARNPOR», 

I  Hear  that  Mrs.  Jewkes  is  in  jio  good 
itate  of  health.  I  am  very  forry  for 
it.  I  pray  for  her  life,  that  me  may  be 
a  credit  (if  it  pleafe  God)  to  the  peni- 
fence  (he  has  ib  lately  aflumed. — For  if 
ihe  die,  it  will  look  difcouraging  to  ibme 
thoughtlefs  minds,  who  penetrate  not  far 
into  the  methods  Providence  takes  with 
it's  poor  creatures,  that  as  ibon  as  me 
had  changed  her  manner  of  living,  and 
was  in  a  reformed  ftate,  me  was  taken 
away  :  though  'tis  certain,  t'nut  a  perfon 
is  fittest  to  die,  when  worthieft  to  live. 
AuJ  what  a  mercy  will  it  be  to  her,  if 


flic  mould  not  live  long,  that  me  favv  her 
errors,  and  repented  before  'tw«s  too 
late? 

Do,  my  dear  good  Mifs  Darnford, 
vouchfafe  to  the  poor  foul  the  honour  of 
a  vifit :  Ahe  may  be  low-lpirited—She 
may  be  too  much  funk  with  the  recol- 
leclion  of  paft  things.— Comfort,  with 
that  fweetnefs  which  is  fo  natural  to  Mifs 
Darnford,  her  drooping  heart;  and  let 
her  know,  that  I  have  a  true  concern  fop 
her,  and  give  it  her  in  charge  to  take  care 
of  herfelf,  and  fpare  nothing  that  will 
adminifter  either  to  her  health,  or  peace 
of  mind. 

You'll  pardon  me,  my  dear,  that  I  put 
you  upon  fuch  an  office;  an  office  indeed 
unfuitable  from  a  lady  in  your  ftation, 
to  a  perfon  in  her's ;  but  not  to  your  piety 
and  charity,  where  a  duty  fo  eminent  as. 
that  of  vifiting  the  fick,  and  cheering  the 
doubting  mind,  is  in  the  queftion. 

I  know  your  condefcenfion' will  give 
her  great  comfort;  and  if  ftie  ftiould  be 
haftening  to  her  account,  what  a  pleafute 
will  it  give  fuch  a  lady  as  you,  to  hav« 
illuminated  a  benighted  mind,  when  it 
was  tottering  on  the  verge  of  death! 

But  I  hope  fhe  will  get  the  better  of 
her  indifpofition,  and  live  many  years  a, 
thankful  monument  of  God's  mercies, 
and  to  do  more  gobd  by  her  example  in 
the  latter  part  of  her  life,  than  fhe  may 
poflibly  have  clone  evil  in  the  former. 

I  know  me  will  want  no  fpiritual  help 
from  good  Mr.  Peters ;  but  then  the  kind 
notice  of  fo  generally  efteemed  a  young 
lady,  will  raifeher  more  than  can  be  ima- 
gined ;forthereisatendernefs,afympathy, 
in  the  good  perfons  of  our  fex  to  one  ano- 
ther, that  (while  the  beft  of  the  other 
feem  but  to.aft  as  in  office,  faying  to  one 
thole  things,  which  though  edifying  and 
convincing,  one  is  not  certain  proceeds 
not  rather  from  the  fortitude  of  their 
minds,  than  the  tendernefs  of  their  na- 
tures) mingles  from  one  woman  to  ano- 
ther with  one's  very  fpirits,  thins  the  ani- 
mal msfs,  and  runs  through  one's  heart, 
in  the  fame  Irfy  current,  (I  can't  clothe 
my  thought  fuitably  to  exprefs  what  I 
would  exprefs)  giving  aflurance,  as  well 
as  pleafurte,  in  the  moft  arduous  cafes, 
and  brightening  our  mifty  profpe£ts  till 
we  fee  the  Sun  of  Righteoufne-s  rifing  on 
the  hills  of  comfort,  and  difpelling  the 
htavy  fogs  of  doubt  and  difhdence. 

This  it  is  makes  me  wifh  and  long 
as  I  uo-,  for  the  Company  of  my  dear 
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Mifs  Darnford.  O  w"hen  (hall  I  fee  you  ? 
When  fhall  I  ? — To  {peak  to  my  prefent 
cafe,  it  is  all  I  long  for  j  and,  pardon  my 
freedom  of  expreffion,  as  well  as  thought, 
when  I  let  you  know  in  this  inftance,how 
early  I  experience  the  ardent  longings  of 
one  in  the  way  I  am  in. 

But  I  ought  not  to  fet  my  heart  upon 
any-thing  that  is  not  in  my  own  power, 
and  which  may  be  fubject  to  accidents, 
and  the  controul  of  others.  But  let  what- 
ever interventions  happen,  fo  I  have  your 
will  to  come,  I  limit  be  rejoiced  in  your 
kind  intention,  although  your  power 
fliould  not  prove  anfwerable. 

And  now,  my  dearelt,  honoured  mo- 
ther, let  me  tell  you,  that  I  build  no  fmall 
eoniblation  in  the  hope,  that  I  (hall,  on 
a  certain  occafion,  have  your  prefence, 
and  be  ftrengtheued  by  your  advice  and 
comfortings.  For  this  was  a  propofal  of 
the  beft  and  moft  confiderate  of  men,  who 
is  every  day,  if  he  fees  but  the  leait 
thoughtful  cloud  upon  my  brow,  ftudy- 
ing  to  fay  or  to  do  fomething  to  difpel  it. 
But  I  believe  it  is  the  grateful  fenfe  I 
have  of  his  goodnefs  to  me,  that  makes 
me  thus  over-anxious:  for  the  apprehen- 
iions  of  a  feparation  from  fuch  an  excel- 
lent huiband,  from  hopes  fo  chearing, 
profpe&s  fo  delightful,  muft,  at  times, 
affect  one,  let  one's  affiance  and  defires 
be  ever  fo  ftrong  where  they  ought  to  be 
preferably  placed. — Then  one  would  live 
to  do  a  little  more  good,  if  one  might ! 

I  am  a  fad  weak,  apprehenfive  crea- 
ture j  to  be  fare  I  am !  How  much  better 
fitted  for  the  contingencies  of  life,  are 
the  gay,  frolick  minds,  that  think  not  of 
anything  before  it  comes  upon  them, than 
fuch  thoughtful  futurity  pokers  as  I  am  ! 

But  why  mould  I  trouble  you,  my  ho- 
noured and  dear  friends,  with  my  idle 
fears  and  follies — juft  as  if  nobody  was 
ever  in  my  cafe  before  ? — Yet  weak  and 
apprehenfive  fpirits  will  be  gloomily  af- 
fected fometimes ;  and  how  can  one  help 
it  ? — And  if  I  may  not  hope  for  the  in- 
dulgent foothings  of  the  belt  of  parents, 
and  of  my  Mifs  Darnford,  in  whofe  bo- 
ibm  befides  canonedifburden  one's  heart, 
when  opprefled  by  too  great  a  weight 
of  thought  ? 

You  'will  come,  and  be  in  the  houfe 
with  me,  my  clear  mother,  for  fome  time, 
•when  my  beft  friend  fends  to  you: — 
won't  you  ?  And  you  \vllifpare,  my  dear 
mother,  my  beft  of  fathers  :  won't  you  ? 


—Yes,  yes,  I  am  fure  you  will — And  t 
am  fure  my  Mifs  Darnford  will  be  \viria 
me,  if  me  can  ;  and  thefe  are  my  com- 
forts. But  how  I  run  on! — For  I  am 
ib  much  a  novice,  that — 

But  I  will  fay  no  more,  than  that  I  ana, 
my  honoured  father  and  mother,  your 
ever-dutiful  daughter;  and,  my  dear 
Mifs  Darnford,  jour  affeftionatt  and 
obliged 

P.  B. 

LETTER    XL. 

FROM  MISS  DARNFORD  TO  MRS.B, 
MY  DEAR   MRS.  B. 

WE  are  greatly  obliged  to  you  for 
every  particular  article  in  your 
entertaining  journal,  which  you  have 
brought,  iboner  than  we  wimed,  to  a 
conclufion.  We  cannot  exprefs  how 
much  we  admire  you  for  your  judicious 
charities,  fo  eafy  to  be  practifed,  yet  ii> 
uncommon  in  the  manner;  and  for  your 
inimitable  conduct  in  the  affair  of  your 
frail  Polly,  and  the  filly  Mr.  H. 

Your  account  of  the  vilit  of  the  four 
rakes,  of  your  parting  with  your  noble 
guefts  ;  your  veries,  and  Mr.  H/s  letter, 
(an  original  indeed !)  have  all  greatly  en- 
tertained us,  as  your  prerogative  hjr.ts  * 
haveamufed  us  :  but  we  defer  our  opU 
nion  of  thofe  hints,  till  we  have  the  cafe 
more  fully  explained. 

But,  my  dear  friend,  are  you  not  in 
danger  of  falling  into  a  too  thoughtful 
and  gloomy  way  ?  By  the  latter  part  of 
your  laft  letter,  we  are  afraid  you  are  j 
and  my  mamma,  and  Mrs.  Jones,  antj 
Mrs.  Peters,  injoin  me  to  write,  to  cau-- 
tion  you  on  that  head.  But  there  is  the, 
lefs  need  of  it,  becaufe  your  prudence 
will  always  fuggeft  to  your  reafons,  a* 
it  does  in  that  very  letter,  that  muft  out- 
balance our  fears.  Think  little,  and  hope 
much,  is  a  good  leffbn  in  your  cafe,  anci 
to  a  lady  of  your  temper ;  and  I  hope 
Lady  Davers  will  not  in  vain  have  given 
you  that  caution.  After  all,  I  dare  fay, 
your  thoughtfumefs  is  but  (ymptomsti- 
cal,  and  will  go  ofF  in  proper  time. 

Meantime,  permit  me  to  chooie  you  3 
fubject,  that  will  certainly  divert  you, 
You  muft  know,  that  I  have  been  a  di- 
ligent obferver  of  the  conduct  of  people 
in  the  married  life  to  each  other  j  and 
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have  often  pronounced,  that  there  cannot 
be  any  tolerable  happinefs  in  it,  unlefs 
the  one  or  the  other  makes  Inch  facrifices 
of  their  inclinations  and  humours  as  ren- 
ders it  a  Hate  very  little  defirable  to  free 
and  generous  minds.  Of  this  I  fee  an 
inftance  in  our  own  family  ;  for  though 
my  papa  and  mamma  live  very  happily, 
it  is  all  owing  to  one  fide,  I  need  not  fay 
which.  And  this,  I  am  fure,  mull  be 
the  cafe  between  Mr.  B.  and  you:  for 
youmuft,  even  through  fire,  if  required, 
facrificeto  Moloch.  I  know  your  pru- 
dence will  oblige  you  to  make  the  beft 
of  it  $  and  like  a  contented  good  wife, 
you  will  fay,  you  have  your  own  will  in 
everything:  agoodreafon why,  becaufe 
you-  make  your  own  will  his .  This,  long 
ago,  we  all  agreed,  any  lady  muft  do,  be 
her  quality  ever  fo  great,  who  would  be 
happy  with  Mr.  B. — Yet  my  filler  once 
hoped  {entre  nous)  to  be  the  perfon.— 
Fine  work  would  there  have  been  between 
two  fuch  fpirits,  you  may  believe  ! 

But  to  wave  this :  let  me  afk  you, 
Mrs.  B.  is  your  monarch's  conduct  to 
you  as  refpeflful,  I  don't  mean  fond, 
when  you  are  alone  together,  as  when  in 
company  ? — Forgive  me,  Madam — But 
you  have  hinted  two  or  three  times,  in 
your  letters,  that  he  always  is  moil  com- 
plaifantto  you  in  company  ;  and  you  ob- 
ierve,  that  wifely  does  he  a£l  in  this,  be- 
caufe he  thereby  does  credit  with  every- 
body to  his  own  choice.  I  make  no 
doubt,  that  the  many  charming-  fcenes 
which  your  genius  and  fine  behaviour 
furnim  out  to  him,  muft,  as  often  as  they 
happen,  infpire  him  with  joy,  and  even 
rapture;  and  muft  make  him  love  you 
more  for  your  mind  than  for  your  perfon: 
— butthefe  rapturous  fcenes  laft  verylittle  • 
longer  thar.  the  prefent  moment.  What 
I  want  to  know  is,  Whether  in  \\icfteadier 
parts  of  life,  when  you  are  both  nearer 
the  level  of  us  common  folks,  he  gives 
up  any  thing  of  his  own  will  in  compli- 
ment to  yours  ?  Whether  he  acts  the  part 
of  a  refpectful,  polite  gentleman  in  his 
behaviour  to  you  j  and  breaks  not  into 
your  retirements,  in  the  drefs,  and  with 
the  brutal  roughnefs  of  a  fox-hunter  ? — 
Making  no  difference,  perhaps,  between 
the  field  or  his  ftud,  I  will  not  fay  kennel, 
and  your  chamber  or  clofet  ?— Policy, 
for  his  own  eredit-fake,  as  I  mentioned, 
accounts  to  me  well,  for  his  complaifance 
toyouinpublick.  But  his  regular  and  uni- 
form behaviour  to  you  inyour  retirements , 
when  the  cxxiverfatio*  between  wu  turns 


upon  ufual  and  common  fubjects,  anj 
you  have  not  obliged  him  to  rife  to  ad- 
miration of  you,  by  fuch  fcenes  as  thofe 
of  your  two  parfons,  Sir  Jacob  Swynford, 
and  the  like  j  are  what  would  fatisfymy 
curiofity,  if  you  pleafe  to  give  mean  in- 
ftance or  two  of  it. 

Now,  my  deareft  Mrs.  B.  if  you  can 
give  me  a  cafe,  partly  or  nearly  thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  you  will  highly  oblige  me: 

Firft,  Where  he.  has  borne  with  any 
infirmity  of  your  own  j  and  I  know  of 
none  where  you  can  give  him  fuch  an  op- 
portunity, except  you  get  into  a  vapour- 
ifh  habit,  by  giving  way  to  a  temper  too 
thoughtful  and  apprehenfive  : 

Next,  that,  in  complaifance  to  your 
will,  he  recedes  from  his  own  in  any  one 
inftance : 

Next,  whether  he  breaks  not  into  your 
retirements  uHceremonioufly,  and  with- 
out apology  or  concern,  as  I  hinted 
above* 

You  know,  my  dear  Mrs.  B.  all  I 
mean,  by  what  I  have  faid  ;  and  if  you 
have  any  pretty  converfation  in  memory, 
by  the  recital  of  which,  this  my  bold 
curiofity  may  be  anfwered,  pray  oblige 
me  with  it  5  and  we  (hall  be  able  to 
judge  by  it,  not  only  of  the  inborn  ge- 
nerofity  which  all  that  know  Mr.  B.  have 
been  willing  to  attribute  to  him,  but  cf 
the  likelihood  of  the  continuance  of  both 
your  felicities,  upon  terms  fuitableto  the- 
characters  of  a  fine  lady  and  fine  gentle- 
man ;  and  of  confequence,  worthy  of  the 
imitation  of  the  moil  delicate  of  our  own 
fex. 

This  is  the  tafk  your  Polly  Darnford 
prefumes  to  fet  her  beloved  Mrs.  B.  And 
why  ?  For  your  own  diverfion,  in  the 
firjl  place.  For  my  edification,  in  the 
next.  And  that  when  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  I  hope  for,  of  attending  you  in  Lon- 
don, I  may  fee  what  there  is  in  the  'con- 
duet  of  you  both,  to  admire,  or  remon- 
ftrate  again  ft,  in  the  third.  For,  where 
there  is  fo  little  wanting  to  perfection  be- 
tween you,  I  (hall  be  very  free  with  you 
both,  in  my  cenfures,  if  he  impofes, 
through  prerogative,  or  you  permit, 
through  an  undue  compliance,  what  I 
lhall  imagine  ought  not  to  be  in  either 
cafe.  I  know  you  will  excufe  me  for 
what  I  have  faid ;  and  well  you  may, 
fines  I  am  fure,  I  fliall  have  nothing  to 
do,  when  I  am  with  you,  but  to  admire 
aad  to  imitate  you  ;  and  to  wifti,  if  ever  I 
marry,  I  may  have  juft  fuch  a  hufband 
(though  not  quite  ib  haughty  perhaps) 
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as  Mr.  B.  But  pray,  let  not  the  lordly 
man  fee  this  letter,  nor  your  anfwer,  nor 
the  copy  of  it,  till  you  may  conclude  I 
have  the  latter,  if  then  ;  that  you  may 
not  be  under  any  undue  influences. 

Your  obliging  longings,  my  beloved 
dear  lady,  for  my  company,  I  hope,  will 
be  foon,  very  foon,  ani'wered.  My  papa 
was  fopleafedwith  your  fweetearnelhiefs 
on  this  occafion,  that  he  joined  with  my 
mamma  ;  and  both,  with  equal  cheer- 
fulnefs,  laid,  you  mould  not  be  many 
days  in  London  before  me.  Murray 
and  his  miftrefs  go  on  fwimmingly,  and 
have  not  yet  had  one  quarrel.  The  only 
perfon,  he,  of  either  fex,  that  ever  knew 
Nancy  fo  intimately,  and  fo  long,  with- 
out one ! 

This  is  all  I  have  to  fay,  at  prefent, 
when  I  have  alfured  you,  my  dear  Mrs. 
B.  how  much  I  am  your  obliged  and  af- 
fefiionate 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

I  muft  add,  however,  that  I  expect  from 
you  almoft  as  many  letters  as  there  are 
poft-days  between  this  and  the  time 
I  fee  you  ;  for  I  will  not  part  with 
my  correfporident  for  any  body ;  no, 
not  for  Lady  D avers. 

But  I  muft  infift  upon  your  giving  me 
the  converfation  with  the  youngladies 
related  to  Lady  Towers  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur. 

I  will  obferve  every-thing  you  fay  in  re- 
lation to  Mrs.  Jewkes,  who  is  much 
as  me  was  j  but  not  better. 


LETTER     XLT. 

MY    DEAREST   MISS   DARNFOR  D, 

I  Was  afraid  I  ended  my  laft  letter  in 
a  gloomy  way;  and  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  kind  and  friendly  notice  you 
take  ot  it.  It  was  owing  to  a  train  of 
thinking  which  fometimes  I  get  into,  of 
late ;  I  hope,  only  fymptomatically,  as 
you  fay,  and  that  the  caufe  and  effect 
will  loon  vanifh  together. 

But  what  a  talk,  my  dear  friend,  I'll 
warrant,  you  think  you  have  fet  me  !  I 
thought,  in  the  progrefs  of  my  journal, 
and  in  my  letters,  I  had  given  fo  many 
inftances  of  Mr.  B.'s  polite  tenderneis 
to  me,  that  no  new  ones  would  be  re- 
quired at  my  hands  ;  and  when  I  faidhe 
was  always  mojf  complaifant  before  com- 
pany, I  little  expected,  that  fuch  an  in- 
ference would  be  drawn  from  my  words, 
a*,  would  tend  to  queilion  the  uniformity 


of  his  behaviour  to  me,  when  there  wera 
no  witneffes  to  it.  But  I  am  glad  you 
give  me  an  opportunity  to  clear  up  all 
your  doubts  on  this  fubjecl.  To  begin 
then; 

You  firft  defire  an  inftance,  where 
Mr.  B.  has  borne  with  fome  infirmity 
of  mine: 

Next,  that  in  complaifance  to  my  will, 
he  has  receded  from  his  own  : 

And,  laftly,  Whether  he  breaks  not 
into  my  retirements  unceremonioufly, 
and  without  apology  or  concern,  making 
no  difference  between  the  field  or  the 
fhid,  and  my  chamber  or  clofet? 

I  know  not,  my  dear,  what  the  dif- 
tance  is,  at  which  the  polite  ladies,  and 
thofe  of  rank  think  it  proper  to  endea- 
vour to  keep  their  hulbands  :  but  I  will 
give  you  by-and  -bye  the  fubject  of  one 
converfation  only,  which  will  anfwer  all 
you  mean,  as  I  apprehend,  and  at  the 
fame  time  acquaint  you  with  the  notions 
and  behaviour  of  us  both,  with  refpecl: 
to  this  diftance,  and  my  retirements  j  and 
then  leave  you  to  judge  as  you  think  fit. 

As  to  the  firft,  his  bearing  with  my 
infirmities ;  he  is  daily  giving  inftances 
of  his  goodnefs  to  me  on  this  head,  and 
I  am  afhamed  to  fay,  that  of  late  I  give 
him  fo  much  occafion  for  them  as  I  do : 
but  he  fees  my  apprehenfivenefs,  at 
times,  though  I  endeavour  to  conceal  it; 
and  no  hufband  was  ever  fo  foothingand 
fo  indulgent  as  Mr.  B.  He  gives  me  the 
belt  advice,  as  to  my  malady,  if  I  may 
call  it  one :  treats  me  with  redoubled 
tendernefs;  talks  to  me  upon  the  fubjects 
I  moft  delight  to  dwell  upon  ;  as  of  my 
worthy  parents  ;  what  they  are  doing  at 
this  time,  and  at  that;  of  our  intended 
journey  to  London  ;  of  the  diverfions  of 
the  town;  of  Mils  Darnford's  company; 
and  when  he  goes  abroad,  fends  up  my 
good  Mrs.  Jervis  tome,  becaufe  I  Ihould 
not  be  alone  :  at  other  times,  takes  me 
abroad  with  him ;  brings  this  neighbour 
and  that  neighbour  to  vifit  me  ;  and  car- 
ries me  to  vifit  them  :  talks  of  our  jour- 
ney to  Kent,  and  into  Lincolnlhire,  and 
to  my  Lady  Davers's,  to  Bath,  to  Tun- 
bridge,  and  I  can't  tell  whither,  when, 
the  apprehended  time  mall  be  over. — In 
fine,  my  dear  Mifs  Darn  ford,  you  can- 
not imagine  one  half  of  his  tender  good- 
nefs and  politenefs  to  me  !  Indeed  you 
cannot ! — Then,  as  to  what  you  call 
rcfpeffful,  he  watches  every  motion  of 
my  eye,  every  turn  of  my  countenance; 
feldoin  gives  his  opinion  upon  fubjects 
that  he  kindly  imagines  within  my  capa- 
city* 
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city,  till  he  has  henrd  mine j  and  I  have 
the  lei's  fear  of  falling  into  mean  com- 
pliances, becaufe  his  generofity  is  my 
guardian,  and  never  tails  to  exalt  me 
more  than  I  can  debafe  myfelf,  or  than 
it  is  pofiible  I  can  deierve.  Then  he 
hardly  ever  goes  out  to  any  diftance,  but 
he  brings  me  fome  pretty  prefent,  that 
he  thinks  will  be  grateful  to  me :  when 
at  home  he  is  feldom  out  of  my  com- 
pany ;  delights  to  teach  me  French  ana 
Italian,  and  reads  me  pieces  of  manu- 
f.ript  poetry,  in  feveral  of  the  modern 
tongues  (for  he  fpeaks  them  all  5)  ex- 
plains to  rne  every-tlnng  I  understand 
not;  delights  to  ani'wer  all  my  queftions, 
and  lo  encourage  my  inqnifitivenefs 
and  curiofity,  tries  to  give  me  a  notion 
of  pictures  and  medals,  and  reads  me 
lectures  upon  them,  for  he  has  a  fine 
collection  of  both  ;  and  every  now  and 
then  will  have  it,  that  he  has  been  im- 
proved by  my  queilions  and  obferva- 
tions. 

What  fay  you  to  thefe  things,  my 
dear  ?  Do  they  come  up  to  your  firlt 
queftion  ?  or  do  they  not  ?  Or  is  not 
what  I  have  faid,  a  full  anfwer,  were  I 
to  lay  no  more,  to  all  your  inquiries  ? 
Can  there  be  any  fuch  thing  as  undue 
compliances  to  fuch  an  hufband,  on  my 
fnle,  think  you?  And  when  I  have 
charnVd  to  deep,  by  my  grateful  duty, 
that  watchful  dragon,  Prerogative,  as 
Lady  Davers,  in  one  of  her  letters,  calls 
it*  j  and  am  refolved  not  to  awake  it,  if 
I  can  help  it,  bytheleaft  difobliging  or 
wilfully  perverfe  aft,  what  have  I  to  ap- 
prehend from  it  ? 

O  my  dear,  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinc'd,  that  half  the  mifunderftandings, 
among  married  people,  are  owing  to  tri- 
fk-s,  to  petty  dimnctions,  to  mere  words, 
*nd  little  captious  follies,  to  over- ween - 
irrgs,  or  unguarded  petulances  :  and  who 
T*ould  forego  the  folid  iatisfaclion  of  life, 
for  the  fake  of  triumphing  in  fuch  poor 
tcntcntions,  if  one  could  triumph? 

Are  fuch  foibles  as  thefe  to  be  digni  - 
fied  by  the  name  of  inclinations  and  ku- 
wurr,  which  to  be  given  up,  would  be 
miking  fuch  a  facrifice,  as  ft  all  render 
the  married  life  little  deferable  to  free 
an.i  generous  minds? 

But  fay  not,  my  dear,  to  free  and 
generous  minJs  :  for  every  high  fpirit  de- 
icrves  riot  thefe  epithets  :  nor  think  what 
1  fay,  a  partiality  in  behalf  ot  my  own 
conduct,  and  an  ar^uuitnt  for  tamenefs 


of  fpirit,  and  luch  an  one  as  would  lick 
the  duft;  for,  let  me  tell  you,  my  dear 
friend,  that,  dearly  as  I  love  and  ho- 
nour my  Mr.  B.  if  he  were  to  require 
of  me  any-thing  that  I  thought  it  was 
my  duty  not  to  comply  with,  I  mould 
be  the  unhappieft  creature  in  the  world; 
becaufe  I  am  fure  I  fhould  withftand  his 
will,  and  defire  him  to  excufe  my  non- 
compliance. 

But  then  I  would  referve  my  ftrength- 
for  thefe  greater  points,  and  would  ne- 
ver difpute  with  him  the  fmaller,  al- 
though they  were  not  entirely  to  my  lik- 
ing :  and  this  would  give  both  force  and 
merit  to  the  oppofition,  when  I  found  it 
neeeflary:  but  to  conteft  every  little 
point,  where  nothing  but  one's  ftubborn 
.  will  was  in  the  queftion,  what  an  inex- 
cufableperverfenefs  would  that  be  !  How 
ready  to  enter  the  lifts  againfl  an  huf- 
band,  would  it  make  one  appear  to  him? 
And  where  befides,  is  the  merit  of  oblig- 
ing, were  we  only  to  yield  to  what  will 
oblige  ourfelves  ? 

But  you  next  require  of  me  an  inftance, 
where,  in  complaifance  to  my  will,hehas 
receded  from  his  own?  I  don't  know 
what  to  fay  to  this.  When  Mr.  B.  is 
all  tendernefs  and  indulgence,  as  I  have 
faid,  and  requires  of  me  nothing,  that 
I  can  have  a  material  objection  to;  ought 
I  not  to  oblige  him  ?  Can  I  have  a  will 
that  is  not  his  ?  Or  would  it  be  excufar 
bleifl  bad?  All  little  matters,  as  I 
have  faid,  I  cheerfully  give  up :  great 
ones  have  not  yet  occurred  between  us, 
and  I  hope  never  will.  One  point,  in- 
deed, I  have  fome  apprehenfion  may 
happen;  and  that,  to  be  plain  with  you, 
is,  we  have  had  a  debate  or  two  on  the 
fubieft  (which  I  maintain)  of  a  mother's 
duty  to  nurfe  her  own  child  ;  and  I  am 
forry  to  fay  it,  he  feems  more  determined 
than  I  wifh  he  were,  againft  it. 

I  hope  it  will  not  proceed  fo  far,  as  to 
awaken  the  fleeping  dragon  I  mentioned, 
Prerogative  by  name;  but  I  doubt  I 
cannot  give  up  this  point  very  content- 
edly. But  as  to  lelVer  points,  had  I  been 
a  dutchefs  born,  I  think  I  would  not 
have  contefted  them  with  my  hufband. 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  queftion  then, 
I  have  really  had  no  will  of  my  own  to 
contend  for,  fo  generous  is  Mr.  B.  and 
fo  obfetvant  and  fo  grateful  have  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  be;  yet  I  cculd 
give  you  many  relpe£lful  inftances,  too, 
of  his  receding,  when  he  has  dqfiredtq. 
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fee  what  I  have  been  writing,  and  I  have 
told  him  to  whom,  and  begg'd  to  be  ex- 
cufed.  One  fuch  inftance  I  can  give 
iince  I  becran  this  letter.  This  is  it : 

I  put  it  in  my  boibin,  when  he  came 
up:  he  faw  me  do  fo. 

*  Are  you  writing,  my  dear,  what  I 
'  muftnotfee?' 

'  I  am  writing  to  Mifs  Darnford,  Sir  j 
'  and  me  begged  you  might  not,  at  pre- 
'  fent.' 

'  This  augments  my  curiofuy,  Pa- 
'  mela.  What  can  two  fuch  ladies  write, 

*  that  I  may  not  fee  ?' 

c  If  you  won't  be  difpleafed,  Sir,  I 

*  had  rather  you  would  not,  becauic  fhe 
'  defires  you  may  not  lee  her  letter,  nor 

*  this  my  anfwer,  till  the  latter  is  in  her 
<  hands.' 

*  Then  I  will  not,1  returned  Mr.  B. 

Will  this  inftance,  my  dear,  come 
up  to  your  demand  for  one,  where  he 
recedes  from  his  own  will,  incomplair 
lance  to  mine  ? 

But  now,  as  to  what  both  our  notions 
and  our  practice  are  on  the  article  of  my 
retirements,  and  whether  he  breaks  in 
upon  them  uncereruonioufly,  and  with- 
out apology,  let  the  convocation  I  pro-, 
mifed  inform  you,  which  began  on  die 
following  occafion : 

Mr.  B.  rode  out  early  one  morning, 
within  a  few  clays  pad,  and  did  not  re- 
turn till  the  afternoon;  an  ab fence  I  had 
•  not  been  ufed  to  of  latej  and  breakfaft- 
ing  and  dining  without  him  being  allb  a 
new  thing  with  me,  I  had  fuch  an  impa- 
tience to  fee  him,  having  expected  him 
at  dinner,  that  I  was  forced  to  retire  to 
myclofet,  to  try  to  divert  it,  by  writ- 
ing; and  the  gloomy  conclufionof  my 
laft,  was  then  the  fubject.  He  returned 
about  four  o'clock,  and  indeed  did  not 
tarry  to  change  his  rfding-drefs,  as  your 
politenefs,  my  dear  friend,  would  per- 
haps have  expected  ;  but  came  directly 
up  to  me,  with  an  impatience  to  fee  ire, 
equal  to  my  own,  when  he  was  told, 
upon  inquiry,  that  I  was  in  my  clofet. 

I  heard  his  welcome  Hep,  as  he  came 
up  flairs;  which  generally,  after  a  longer 
abfence  than  I  expect,  has  fuch  an  ef- 
fect upon  my  fond  heart,  that  it  gives  a 
refponfive  throb  for  every  ftep  he  takes 
towards  me,  and  beats  quicker  and  fafter, 
as  he  comes  nearer  and  nearer,  till  tap- 
ping my  breaft,  I  fay  to  it  fometimes— 
'  Lie  ttill,  bufyfool  as  thou  art!  Canft. 
'  tliQunot  forbear  letting  thy  difcerning 
1  iorj  fee  thy  nonfeuiical  emotions  ?  I  love 


to  indulge  thee  in  them,  myfelf,  'tis 
true,  but  then  let  nobody  elfe  obferve 
them  ;  for,  generous  as  thy  mailer  is, 
thou  mayett  not  perhaps  meet  with 
fuch  favourable  interpretations  as  thou 
defervelt,  when  thcu  art  always  flnt- 
tering  thus,  as  he  approaches,  and 
plaveit  off  all  thy  little  joyful  frolicks 
into  the  glowing  cheek,  and  brightert'd 
eye  of  thy  miitreis,  which  makes  her 
look,  as  if  me  were  confcious  of  fome 
mifdemeanour ;  when,  all  the  time,  it 
is  nothing  in  the  woild  but  grateful 
joy,  and  a  love  fo  innocent,  that  the 
pureftmjnd  might  own  it.' 
This. little  flutter  and  chiding  of  the 
bufy  fimpkton,  made  me  meet  him  but 
at  the  ciofet-docr,  mite-ad  of  the  entrance 
of  my  chamber,  as  fometimes  I  do. — « 
1  So,  my  dear  love,  how  do  you  ?'  fold- 
ing his  kind  rmns  about  me,  and  faluiing 
me  with  ardour.  *  Whenever  I  have 

*  been  but  a   few  hours  from  you,  my 

*  impatience    to   Ice  my  beloved,  will 
4  net  pcnnit  me  to  il:;nd  upon  the  for- 

*  mality  of  a  mclfage  o  know  how  you 

*  are  engaged ;  but  I  break  in  upon  you, 

*  even    in    my    riding    drefs,    as   you 
<  fee.' 

'  Dear  Sir,   you   are  very  obliging. 
'  But  I  have  no  notion  of  mere  forma- 

*  lilies  of  this  kind/  (How  impolite  this, 
my  dear,  in  your  friend ! )  '  in  a  man-Jed 
'  flate,  fmce  'tis  impoflible  a  virtuous 

*  wife  can  be  employed  about  any  tiling 
1  that  her  hufband  may  not  know:   and 
'  fo  need  not  fear  furprizes.' 

'  I  am  glad  to  hear  .you  fay  this,  my 

*  Pamela;  for  I  have  always  thought  the 
'  extraordinary  civilities  and  diftances 
1  of  this  kind,  which  I  have  obitrved 
'  among  feveral  perfons  of  rank,  alto<je- 
'  ther  unaccountable.     For,  if  they  "are 
(  exacted  by  the  lady,  I  mould  fuipect 
'   fhe  had  relerves,  which  fhe  herfelf  be- 
'  lievcd  I  could  not  approve  of.     If  not 
f  exacted,  but  practifed  of  choice  by  the 

*  gentleman,  it  carries  with  it,  in  my 

*  opinion,  a  falfe  air  of  politenefs,  little 

*  lefk  than  affrontive  to  the  lady,  and  dif- 

*  honourable  to  hiinf elf ;  for  does  it  110$ 
'  look,  as  if  he  fuppofed,  and  allow fd,, 
'  that,  probably,  fhe  might  be  fo  em-. 
<  ployed'thatit  was  neceffary  to  apprife 
'  her  of  his  vjfit,  left   he  fhould  make 

*  difcoveries  not  to  her  credit,   or  his 
«  own'?' 

*  One  would  not,  Sir,'  (for  I  thought 
his  conclufion  too  fevere)  '  make  fuch  a 

*  Jiarfli  fuppofition  as  t'lis,  neither  :  for 
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there  are  little  delicacies  and  moments 
of  retirement,  no  doubt,  in  which  a 
modeft  lady  would  be  glad  to  be  in- 
dulged  by  the  tendered  hufband.' 
'  It  may  be  To,  in  an  early  matrimony, 
before  the  lady's  confidence  in  the  ho- 
now  and  difcretion  of  the  man  (he  has 
chofen  has  difengaged  her  from  her 
bridal  relerves.' 

*  Bridal  referves!  dear  Sir;  permit 
me  to  give  it,  as  my  humble  opinion, 
that  a  wife's  behaviour  ought  to  be  as 
pure  and  circumfpeft,  in  degree,  as 
that  of  a  bride,  or  even  of  a  mui:len 
lady,  be  her  confidence  in  her  hnf- 
band's  honour  and  difcretion  ever  fo 
great.  For,  indeed,  I  think  a  grofs 
or  a  carelefs  demeanour  little  becomes 
that  modefty,  which  is  the  peculiar  ex- 
cellency  and  diftin&ion  of  our  fex.' 
'  You  account  very  well,  my  dear, 
by  what  you  now  fay,  for  your  own 
over-nice  behaviour,  as  I  have  fome- 
times  thought  it.  But  are  we  not  all 
apt  to  argue  for  a  practice  we  make 
our  own,  beeaufe  we  do  make  it  our 
own,  rather  than  from  the  reafon  of 
the  thing  ?* 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  prefent 
cafe  with  mej  for,  permit  me  to  fay, 
that  an  over-  free  or  negligent  beha- 
viour  of  a  lady  in  the  married  ftate, 
mull  be  a  mark  of  difrefpeft  to  her 
coriibrt;  and  would  (hew,  as  if  (he  was 
very  little  folicitous  about  what  ap- 
ptarancc  (he  made  in  his  eye.  And 
mxi  ft  not  this  beget  in  him  a  flight  opj- 
nion  of  her,  and  her  fex  too,  as  if,  fup- 
pofmg  the  gentleman  had  been  a  free 
liver,  fhe  would  convince  him,  there 
was  no  other  difference  in  the  fex,  but 
as  they  were  within  or  without  the 
pale  5  licenfed  by  the  law,  or  acting  in 
defiance  of  it?' 

*  I  underftand  the  force  of  your  ar- 
gument,  Pamela.    But  you  were  go- 
ing  to  fay  fomething  more.' 

*  Only,  Sir,  permit  me  to  add,  that 
when,  in  my  particular  cafe,  you  in- 
join  me  to  appear  before  you  always* 
clreffed,   even  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  it  wpuli  be  wrong,  if  I  was  lefs 
regardful  of  my  behaviour    and  ac- 
lions,  than  of  my  appearance.' 

<  I  believe  you  are  right,  my  deur,  if 
a  precife  or  unneceflary  fcrupulouf- 
nefs  be  avoided,  and  where  all  is  un- 


affected, eafy,  and  natural,  as  in  my 
Pamela.  For  I  have  feen  married  la- 
dies, both  in  England  and  France, 
who  have  kept  a  kufband  at  greater 
diftance  than  they  have  exacted  from 
fome  of  his  fex,  who  have  been  more 
intitled  to  his  refentment,  than  to  his 
wife's  intimacies. 

1  But  to  wave  a  fubjecl:,  in  which,  as 
I  can  with  pleafure  fay,  neither  of  us 
have  much  concern,  tell  me,  my  dear- 
eft,  how  you  were  employed  before  I 
came  up  ?  Here  are  pen  and  ink  :  here 
too,  is  paper  ;  but  it  is  as  fpotlefs  as 
your  mind.     To  whom  were  you  di- 
recting your  favours  now  ?  May  I  not 
know  your  Jlibje6t  ?' 
Mr.  H.'s  letter  was  a  part  of  it}  and 
fo  I  had  put  it  by,  at  his  approach,  and 
not  choonng  he  fhould  fee  that—*  I  am 
'  writing,'  replied  I,  *  to  Mifs  Darn- 
'  ford  :  but  I  think  you  muft  not  a(k 
'  me  to  fee  what  I  have  written  this  time. 
'  I  put  it  alkie,  that  you  fhould  not, 

*  when  I  heard  your  welcome  ftep.  The 

*  fubiecl  is  our  parting  with  our  noble 

*  guefts  j  and  a  little  of  my  apprehen- 
'  livenefs,  on  an  occafion  upon  which 
'  our  fex  may  write  to  one  another}  but, 

<  for  fome  of  the  reafons  we  have  been 

*  mentioning,  gentlemen  fhould  not  de- 
'  fire  to  fee.' 

'.  Then  I  will  not,  my  deareft  love.* 
(So  here,  my  dear,  is  another  inftance— 
I  could  give  you  an  hundred  fuch — of 
his  receding  from  his  own  will,  in  com- 
plaifance  to  mine : )  « Only,'  continued  he, 
'  let  me  warn  you  againft  too  much  ap- 
'  prehenfivenefs,  for  your  own  fake,  as 

*  well  as  mine  5  for  fuch  a  mind  as  my 
'  Pamela's,  I  cannot  permit  to  be  habi- 

*  tually  over-r clouded.     And  yet  there 
'  now  hangs  upon  your  brow  an  over- 
'  thoughtfulnefs,  which  you  rnuft  not 

<  indulge.' 

'  Indeed,    Sir,    I  was    a    little   too 

*  thoughtful,  from  my  fubjecl,  before 
'  you  came ;  but  your  prefence,  like  the 

*  fun,  has  diflipated  the  milts  that  hupg 

*  upon  my  mind,     See  you  not,'  and  I 
preffed  his  hand  with  my  lips,  *  they  are 
'  all  gone  already  ?'  fmiling  upon  hinii 
with  a  delight  unfeigned. 

'  Not  quite,  my  deareft  Pamela  ;  and 
'  therefore,  if  you  have  no  objection,  I 

*  will  change  my  drefs,  and  attend  you 
f  in  the  chariot  for  an  hour  or  two,  whj- 
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*  ther  you  pleafe,  that  no  one  ftiadow  may 

*  remain  vifible  in  this  dear  face;'  ten- 
derly faluting  me. 

«  Whitherfoever  you  pleafe,  Sir.  A 
'  little  airing  with  you  will  be  highly 
'  agreeable  to  me.' 

The  dear  obliger  went  and  changed 
his  drefs  in  an  inftant  j  and  he  led  me  to 
the  chariot,  with  his  uiual  tender  polite- 
nefs,  and  we  had  a  charming  airing  of 
feveral  miles ;  returning  quite  happy, 
cheerful,  and  delighted  with  each  other's 
converfation,  without  calling  in  upon  any 
of  our  good  neighbours  :  for  what  need 
of  that,  rtiy  dear,  when  we  could  be  the 
bed  company  in  the  world  to  each  other? 

Do  thefe  inltances  come  up  to  your 
queftious,  my  dear?  or,  do  they  not  ? — 
If  you  think  not,  I  could  give  you  our 
converfation  in  the  chariot ;  for  I  wrote 
it  down,  at  my  firftleifure,  fo  highly  was 
I  delighted  with  it:  for  the  fubjeft  was 
my  dearcft  parents  j  a  fubjecl  ftarted  by 
himfelf,  becaufehe  knew  it  would  oblige 
me.  But  being  tired  with  writing,  I 
may  relerve  it,  till  I  have  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  you,  if  you  think  it  worth  alking 
for.  And  fo  I  will  haften  to  a  conclu- 
iion  of  this  long  letter. 

You  will  perceive,  my  dear,  by  what 
I  have  written,  in  what  fenfe  it  may  be 
jitftly  faid,  that  Mr.  B.  ismoft  complai- 
f.iut  to  me  before  company,  perhaps,  po- 
litically, as  you  fay,  to  do  credit  to 
his  own  generous  choice  :— but  that  he 
is  more  tender,  yea,  refpeflfully  tender, 
(for  that's  the  word  with  you)  and  not 
lefs  polite  to  me,  in  our  retired  hours, 
you  will  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I  have 
related;  and  could  further  relate,  if  it 
were  neceffary :  for  every  day  produces 
inltances  equal  to  what  I  have  given 
you. 

Then,  my  dear,  let  me  fay  to  you, 
what  I  could  not  fo  freely  fay  to  any 
other  young  lady ;  that  I  never  could 
have  hoped  I  mould  be  fo  happy  as  I 
am,  in  other  particulars,  from  a  gentle- 
man who  has  given  himfelf  the  liberties 
Mr.  B.  has  done :  for  I  never  hear  from 
him,  in  company,  or  when  alone,  the 
lenft  {hocking  expreflion,  or  fuch  frothy 
jefts,  as  tend  to  convey  impure  ideas  to 
the  moft  apprehenfive  mind.  There  is, 
indeed,  the  lefs  wonder  in  this,  and  that 
we  can  glory  in  a  true  coniugal  chaftity, 
as  I  have  the  vanity  to  think,  his  love,  as 
well  as  my  own,  is  the  love  of  the  mind, 


rather  than  that  of  perfon  ;  and  our  ten- 
dered and  moft  atte6ting  moments,  are 
thole  which  lift  us  up  above  fenfe,  and  all 
that  fenfe  can  imagine.  But  this  is  a 
fubjecl:  too  delicate  to  be  dwelt  upon, 
even  to  you:  and  you'll  better  compre- 
hend all  I  mean,  when  your  pure  mind 
meets  with  a  gentleman  of  exalted  fenie, 
like  Mr.  B.  whom,  if  yo\\fad  him  not 
fo  good  as  you  wifli,  your  example  will 
r/r**t>  fo. 

Permit  me  to  add,  for  the  fake  of  you, 
my  dear  parents,  as  well  as  for  the  lakes 
of  my  much-refpe£ted  friends,  who  have 
joined  in  the  kind  caution  you  fo  oblig- 
ingly give  me,  againit  getting  into  too 
thoughtful  and  gloomy  away,  that  there 
is  no  great  fear  I  mould  continue  long  in 
it,  when  I  have  fo  kind  and  fo  generous 
a  comforter  as  Mr.  B.  For,  at  his  pre- 
fence,  all  my  fearful  apprehenfions  are 
difiipated,  and  vaniih  like  a  morning 
dream.  And  depend  upon  it,  that  fo 
fare  as  the  day  fucceeds  to  the  night,  fo 
fure  will  my  mind,  while  capable  of  the 
leaft  fenfe  of  gratitude  be  illuminated  the 
moment  he  mines  out  upon  me,  let  it  bq 
ever  fo  overt  aft  in  his  abfencc,  through 
imaginary  doubts, and  apprehended  evils. 

I  have  only  farther  to  acid,  for  my 
comfort,  that  next  Thurfday  IVennight, 
if  nothing  hinders,  we  are  to  fet  out  for 
London.  And  why  do  you  think  I  lay 
for  my  comfort?  Only  that  I  fhall  then 
loon  have  the  opportunity,  to  allure  you 
perlbnally,  as  you  give  me  hope,,  how 
much  I  :-mi.  my  dear  Mils  Darnford,_;67<r 
truly  affectionate 

P.  B. 

I  will  fliew  you,  when  I  fee  you,  the 
converfation  you  require  about  the 
young  ladies. 


LETTER    XLII. 

MY    DFAR    MISS    OARNFORD, 

ONE  more  letter,  and  I  have  done 
for  a  great  while;  becaule  I  hope 
your  pre fence  will  put  an  end  to  the  oc- 
cafion.  I  fhall  now  tell  you  of  my  ie- 
cond  vifit  to  the  Dairy-imui'.-,  where  we 
went  to  break  fair,  in  the  cha.iot  an  1 
four,  becaufe  of  the  distance,  wliich  is 
ten  pretty  long  miles. 

I  transcribed  for  you,  from  letters  writ- 
ten formerly  to  my  dear  paicms,  an  *us- 
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count  of  my  former  dairy-houfe  vifit, 
and  what  the  people  were,  and  whom  I 
law  there  ;  and  although  I  bdbught  you 
to  keep  that  affair  to  yourfelf,  as  too 
much  affecting  the  reputation  of  my  Mr. 
B.  to  he  known  any  farther,  and  even 
to  '  dtftroy  that  accoir.U,  when  you  had 
perilled  it;  yet,  I  make  no  doubt,  you 
remember  the  iiory,  and  ib  I  need  not 
repeat  any  part  of  it. 

\Vhe«  we  arrived  there,  we  found  at 
the  door,  expecling  us,  (for  they  heard 
the  chariot- wheels  at  a  dUtance)  my  pret- 
ty Mils  Goodwin,  and  two  other  MifleSj 
whe  had  earned  their  ride,  attended  by 
the  governefs's  daughter,  a  dii'rcet  young 
gentlewoman.  As  loon  as  I  flapped  out, 
the  child  ran  into  my  arms  v.-ith  great 
e:\gernefs,  and  I  as  tenderly  embraced 
her,  and  leading  her  into  the  parlour, 
aihed  her  abundance  o.t  quetlions  about 
;k,   and  her  kiTons ;  and  among 
i,   if  fhe  had  merited  this  diltinc- 
tion  of  the  ensile  and  dii'ry-hoinc  break- 
•i  if  itxvas  owing  to  her  uncle's  fa- 
vour, and  to -that  of  h:  ?  the 
young  gentie-.voman  a  flu  red  nu  it  was  to 
and  ihcw^u  me  her  needleworks, 
and    penmanfhip;    avid  the   child  Was 
ah  my  commendations, 
good   deal   of  j:o:icc  of  the 
other  twoM'ilfcr,,  ;V.r  thtir  ichocl -fellow's 
•:nd  made  each   of  th<m  a  preicnt 
of  iome  link-  toys;  r^nd  my  Mils,  of  a 
number  of  pretty  trinkets,   with  which 
fne  v/as  highly  delighted  ;  and  I  told  h;-r, 
r        I    fyould    '''.ut  upon  her  governed, 
V/hen  I    came  from    London   into  the 
country  '-.gain,  and  lee   in   what  order 
ft.e  kert  her  little  matters  ;  for,  above  all 
things.  I  loved  pretty  houlewifely  Mifles ; 
uiul  ihtn,  I  vvculd  bring  her  n«>ie. 

Mr.  B.  obferved,  with  no  i'mall  fatis- 
faclson,  the  child's  behaviour,  which  is 
very  pretty  5  and  appeared  as  fond  of 
Jur.  as  if  he  had  been  ?/:ore  than  her 
uncle,  and  yet  feemed  under  forne  re- 
itraint,  led 'it  fliould  be  taken,  that  he 
iv  as  more.  Such  power  has  ice  ret  guilt, 
poor  gt-ntlonian  !  to  kiJln  and  reftrain  a 
pleafuve,  that  would,  in  a  happier  light, 
have  been  fo  laudable  to  have  manifdled ! 
j£ut  how  commendable  is  this  his  ipve  to 
tlie  dear  child,  compared  to  that  of  molt 
wicked  libertine?,  who  have  no  delight, 
but  in  delircyhig  innocence  j  and  care 
r.ot  what  becomes  of  the  unhappy  in- 
fants, or  of  the  ili  11  more  unhappy  mo- 
fliersl 

I  am  going  to  let  you  into  a  charm- 


ing fcene,  refulting  from  this  perplexity 
of  the  dear  gentleman.  A  fcene  that 
has  afforded  me  high  delight  ever  fmce  ; 
and  always  will,  when  I  think  of  it : 
but  I  will  lead  to  it  as  gradually  as  it 
happened. 

The  child  was  very  fond  of  her  uncle, 
anil  told  him,  ihe  loved  him  dearly,  and 
always  would  love  and  honour  him,  for 
giving  her  fuch  a  good  aunt.  *  You 
'  talked,  Madam,'  faid  flie,  « when  I 

*  law  you  before,  that  I   fhould  come 
'  and  live  with  you — Will  you  let  me, 
f  Madam  ?  Indeed  I  will  be  very  good, 

*  and  do  every  thing  you  bid  me,  and 

*  mind  my  book,  and  my  needle  5  indeed 
<  I  will.' 

1  Alk  yn'.r  uncle,  my  dear/ faid  I ; 
'  I  mould  like  your  pretty  company  of 
'  all  things.' 

She  went  to  Mr.  B.  and  faid— c  Shall 
'  I,  Sir,  go  and  live  with  my  aunt  ?— 
'  Pray  let  me,  when  you  come  from  Lon- 
1  don  ::gain.' 

*  You  have  a  very  good  goverr.efs, 
'  chad,"   faid  lie  ;  '  and  (he  can't  part 
4  with  you.'1 

*  Yes,  but  (lie  can,  Sir;  me  has  a  great 
{  many  MilTes,  and  cnn  fpare  me  well 
4  enough;  and  if  you  pleafe  to  let  me  ride 

*  in  vour  coach  fornetimes,  I  can  go  and 
4  vifit  n-,y  governefs,  and  beg  a  holiday 
'  for  the  Mifles,  now-and-then,  when  I 
'  am  alrnoft  a  woman,  and  then  all  the 
«  Mifles  will  lovs  me.' 

*  Don't  the  MiilVs  love  you  now,  Mifs 
'  Goodwin  ?'  faid  he.     *  Yes,  they  love 

*  me  well  enough,  for  matter  of  that ; 

*  but  they'll  love  me  better,  when  I  can 

*  beg  them  a  holiday.     Do,  dear  Sir,  let 
1  iiic  go  home  to  my  new  aunt,  next  time 

*  you  come  imo  the  country.' 

I  was  much  pleafeciwith  the  dear  child's 
enrneftneisj  and  permitted  her  to  have  her 
full  argument  with  her  beloved  uncle  j 
but  was  much  moved,  ar.d  he  hirafelf 
was  under  ibme  concern, when  me  laid — 
Kut  you  ihonld,  in  pity,  kt  me  live  with 
you,"  Sir,  for  I  have  no  papa,  nor 
mamma  neither:  they  are  fo  far  off  !— 
Snt  I  will  love  you  both  as  if  you  were 
my  own  papa  and  niammr. ;  fo,  dear 
now,  my  good  uncle,  promiie  the  poor 
girl  that  has  never  a  papa  nor  mamma!1 
I  withdrew  to  the  door:  '  It  will  rain, 
1  I  believe,'  faid  I,  and  looked  up. 
And,  indeed,  I  had  almoii  a  fhower  in 
my  eye  >  and  had  I  kept  my  place,  could 
not  have  refiained  flie\vi&g  how  much  I 
was  afFe£ed.  . 

Mr. 
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Mr.  B.  as  I  raid,  was  a  little  moved ; 
but  for  fear  the  young  gentlewoman 
mould  take  notice  of  it — 'How !  my  dear,* 
laid  he,  *  no  papa  and  mamma  ! — Did 
'  they  not  fend  you  a  pretty  black  boy 

*  to  wait  upon  you,  a  while  ago?  Have 
«  you  forgot  that?' — *  That's  true,'  re- 
plied me :  «  but  what's  a  black  boy  to 

*  living  with  my  new  aunt  ?— That's 

*  better  a  great  deal  than  a  black  boy  I' 

*  Well,  your  aunt  and  I  will  conlider 
(  of  it,  when  we  come  from  London.  Be 
'  a  good  girl,  meantime,  and  do  as  your 
'  governeis  would  have  you,  and  then 

*  you  don't  know  what  we  may  do  for 
«  you.'—6  Well  then,  Mifs  Bett,'  faid 
me  to  her  young  governeis, 4  let  me  be  let 
«  two  talks  inftead  of  one,  and  I  v/ill 
1  learn  all  I  can  to  deierve  to  go  to  my 
'  aunt.' 

In  this  manner  the  little  prattler  di- 
verted herfelf.  And  as  we  returned 
from  them,  the  fcene  I  hinted  at,  opened 
as  follows  : 

Mr.  B.  was  pleafed  to  fay — '  What 
a  poor  figure  does  the  proudeft  man 
make,  my  dear  Pamela,  under"  the 
fenfeef  a  concealed  guilt,  in  company 
of  the  innocent  who  know  it,  and  even 
of  thofe  who  do  not! — Since  the  cafual 
exprefiion  of  a  baby  (hall  overwhelm 
him  with  fharae,  and  make  him  unable 
to  look  up  without  confufion .  I  bin fhed 
for  myfelf,'  continued  he,  '  to  fee  how 
you  were  affected  for  me,  and  yet  with- 
drew, to  avoid  reproaching  me  fo  much 
as  with  a  look.  Surely,  Pamela,  I 
muft  then  make  a  moll  contemptible 
appearance  in  your  eye  I  Did  you  not 
difdain  me  at  that  moment  ?' 
'  Deareft  Sir !  how  can  you  fpeak 
fuch  a  word  ?  A  word  I  cannot  repeat 
after  you  !  For  at  that  very  time,  I 
beheld  you  with  the  more  reverence, 
for  feeing  your  noble  heart  touched 
with  a  fenfe  of  your  error  5  and  it  was 
fuch  an  earned  to  me  of  the  happieft 
change  I  could  ever  wifti  for,  and  in 
fo  young  a  gentleman,  that  it  was  one 
half  joy  for  that,  and  the  other  half 
concern  at  the  little  charmers  acciden- 
tal plea,  to  her  beft  and  nearett  friend, 
for  coming  home  to  her  new  aunt,  that 
atFe6ted  me  fo  fenfible  as  you  faw.' 

*  You  muft  not  talk  to  me  of  the 
child'*  coming  home,  after  this  vifit, 
Pamela;  for  how,  at  this  rate,  (hall  I 
(land  the  reproaches  of  my  own  mind, 
when  I  fee  the  little  Crater  every  day 


*  before  me,  and  think  of  what  her  poor 
'  mamma  has  fuffered  on  my  account! 
«  'Tis  enough,  that  in  you,  my  dear,  I 
'  have  an  hourly  reproach  before  me,  for 
c  my  attempts  on  your  virtue ;    and  I 

*  have  nothing  to  boaft  of,  but  that  I 

*  gave  way  to  the  triumphs  of  your  in- 

*  nocence  :  and  what  then  is  my  boaft  ?" 

*  What  is  your  boa  ft,  deareft  Sir  ?  Yoa 

*  have  every  thing  to  boaft,  that  is  wor- 
'  thy  of  being  boafted  of: — Brought  up 
1  to  an  affluent  fortune,  uncontrolled  in 

*  yourwill,  your pafTions  uncurbed;  you. 
1  have  nevertheless  permitted  the  Divine 
c  grace  to  operate  upon  your  truly  noble 

*  heart,  and  have  feen  your  error,  at  a. 
£  time  of  life,  when  others  are  rufhing 
(  into  vices,  in  themidft  of  which,  per- 

*  haps,  they  are  cut  off. 

*  You  acl:  gener.oufly,  and  with  a  laud- 
'  able  affeclion,   to  a  deierving    baby, 

*  which  fome  would  have  left  fViendkfs 

*  to  the  wide  world,  and  have  made  more 
'  miferable,    perhaps,    than    they   had 

*  made  the  very  miierable  mother:  and 
'  you  have  the  comfort  to  think,  that, 

*  through  God's  goodnefs,  this  mother 
•'  is  not  unhappyj  and  that  there  is  not 

*  a  loft  _/ca/,  any  more  than  a  loft  bodjt 
'   to  lay  to  your  charge. 

*  You  have  infpirited,  by  your  gene- 

*  rous  example,  and  enabled,  by  your 

*  fplendid  fortune,  another  perfon,  whom 
'  you  have  made  the  happieft  creature  in 

*  the  world,  to  do  good  to  the  poor  and 
(  deftitvste  all  around  her  5  bdidesmak- 

*  ing  every  one  who  approaches  5*011, 

*  eafy  and  happy , with  the  bounty  of  your 

*  own  hands. 

'  You  are  the  beft  of  hufbaruls,  tke 
«  beft  of  landlords,  the  beft  of  matters, 
'  the  beft  of  friends  ;  and,  with  alithefc 
'  excellencies,  and  a  mind,  as  I  hope, 
1  continually  improving,  and  more  arai 
1  more  affeoed  with  the  fenfe  of  it's  oaft 
'  miftakes,  will  youafk,  dear  Sir,  what 

*  is  your  boaft  ? 

*  O  my  deareft,   dear  Mr.  B.'  and 
then  I  prefled  his  hand  with  my  lips, 
(  whatever  you  are  to  yourfeif,  when  you 
<  give  way  to  reflections  fo  hopeful,  you 

*  are  the  glory  and  the  boaft  of  your 

*  grateful  Pamela  !    And  permit  me  to 
'  add,'  tears  ftanding  in  my  eyes,  ami 
holding  his  hand  between  mine,  '  that ! 

*  never  beheld  you  in  my  life,  in  a  more 
'   amiable  light,   than  when  I  faw  thut 
'  noble  confcioufnefs  which  you  fye^k 
'  ofj  manifeft  itfelf  in  your  ey-es,  and 

4  your 
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«  your  countenance — O  Sir  J.  this  was  a 
4  fight  of  joy,  of  true  joy !  to  one  who 

*  loves  you  for  your  dear  foul's  fake, 

*  as  well  as  for  that  of  yourperfon  ;  and 

*  who  looks  forward  to  a  companionfhip 

*  with  you,   beyond  Che  term  of  this 

*  tranfkory  life  T 


The  dear  gentleman  looked  down 
/bmetimes,  and  fbmetimes  upon  me, 
without  offering  to  interrupt  me  j  and 
when  I  had  done  fpeaking,  I  began  to 
fear,  by  his  filence,  that  I  had  offended 
him,  remembering  juft  then,  one  of  his 
former*  cautions  to  me,  not  to  throw  a 
gloom  upon  his  mind  by  my  over-leri- 
otifnefs ;  and  I  faid,  putting  my  arms 
round  his  arm,  as  I  fat,  my  fearful  eye 
watching  his — <  I  fear,  Sir,  I  have  been 

*  too  ferious !  I  have,  perhaps,  broken 
'  one  of  your  injunctions !   Have  caft  a 
'  gloominefs  over  your  mind !  And  if  I 
'  have,  dear  Sir,  forgive  me  T 

Heclafped  his  arms  around  me  :  *  O 

*  my  beloved  Pamela,'  faid  he;  *  thou 

*  dear  confinner  of  all  my  better  pur- 
'  pofes !  How  fhall  I  acknowledge  your 

*  inexpreiTible  goodneis  to  me?    I  fee 

*  every  day  more  and  more,   my  dear 

*  love,  what  confidence  I  may  repof'e  in 

*  your  generofity  and  difcretion  !    You 

*  want  no  forgivenefs ;  and  my  iilence 

*  was  owing  to  much  bettermotives  than 

*  to  thofe  you  were  apprehend ve  of.' 
Judge  ye^cny  honoured  parents,  -what 

pleafure  muft  overfpread  my  heart,  en- 
couraged in  a  marnier  fo  agreeable  to 
all  mywifhes,  and  at  the  hopeful  pro - 
fpect  of  a  thorough  reformation,  which  I 
had  ib  often  prayed  for,  and  which  fo 
happily  began  to  open  to  my  delighted 
mind,  on  this  occafion. 

Indeed  I  could  not  find  words  to  ex- 
prefs  my  joy,  and  fo  was  obliged  to  iilence 
in  my  turn,  being  only  able  to  raife  my 
iwimjTung  eyes  to  his  encouraging  ones, 
and  to  prci's  his  hand  between  both  mine, 
to  my  lips,  which,  by  their  quivering 
motion,  (hewed  their  readinefs  to  per- 
form their  part  of  fpeech,  could  my  back- 
warder  tongue  have  given  utterance  to 
my  meanings. 

"He  faw  my  grateful  tranfport,  and 
kindly  faid—'  Struggle  not,  my  beloved 

*  Pamela,  for  words  to  expreis  fentiments 

*  which  your  eyes  and  your  countenance 

*  much  more  fignificantly  exprefs  than 

*  any  words  (tin  do.  Every  day  produces 


new  inftances  of  your  affectionate  con- 
cern for  my  future  as  well  as  prefent 
happinefs  :  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
confirm  to  you  all  the  hopes  which  the 
prefent  occaiion  has  given  you  of  me, 
and  which  I  fee  by  thefe  tranfporting 
effects,  are  fo  defirable  to  you/ 
If,  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,  you  are 
not  at  prefent  able  to  account  for  this 
fpeechlefs  rapture,  as  I  may  call  it,  I 
am  confident  you  will,  if  it  mould  be 
your  lot  to  marry  fuch  a  gentleman  as 
Mr.  B.  one  who  is  capable  of  generous 
and  noble  fentiments,  and  yet  has  not 
been  fo  good  as  you  could  wifh,  when- 
ever it  fhall  happen,  that  the  Divine  grace, 
and  your  unaffected  piety,  mail  touch  his 
heart,  and  lie  fhall  give  hopes  like  thofe 
I  have  the  pleafure  to  rejoice  in. — Hopes 
fo  charming,  that  they  muft,  if  confirmed, 
irradiate  many  a  gloomy  appearance, 
which,  at  times,  will  caft  a  fhadow  over 
the  brighteft  and  happieft  prof  peels. 

The  chariot  brought  us  home  fooner 
than  I  wifhed,  and  Mr.  B.  handed  me 
into  the  parlour.     '  Here,  Mrs.  Jervis,' 
faid  he,  meeting  her  in  the  pafTage,  *  re- 
ceive your  angelick  lady.— I  muft  take 
a  little  tour  without  you,  Pamela ;  for 
I  have  had  too  much  of  your  dear  com- 
pany, and  rauft  leave  you,  to  defcend 
again  into  myfelf^  for  you  have  railed 
me  to  fuch  a  height,  that  it  is  with 
pain  I  look  down  from  it.' 
He  killed  my  hand,  and  went  into  his 
chariot  again  j   for  it  was  but  half  an 
hour  after  twelve ;  and  faid  he  would  be 
back  by  two  at  dinner.     He  left  Mrs. 
Jervis  wondering  at  his  words,  and  at 
the  folenan  air  with  which   he  uttered 
them .     But  when  I  told  that  good  friend 
the  occafion,  I  had  a  new  joy  in  the  plea- 
fure and  gratulations  of  the  dear  good 
woman,  on  what  had  parted. 

Were  I,  my  dear  friends,  to  recount 
to  you  every  converfation  that  gives  me 
delight,  when  we  are  alone,  (my  Mifs 
Darnford)  as  well  as  when  we  are  in 
company,  I  mould  do  nothing  but  write. 
Imagine  the  reft  from  what  I  have  (but 
as  fo  many  fpecimens  of  my  felicity)  in- 
formed you  of,  and  then  think,  if  there 
can  poflibly  be  a  happier  creature  on 
earth,  than  I  am  at  prefent. 

My  next  letter  will  be  from  London, 
and  to  you,  my  honoured  parents  5  for 
to  you/my  dear,  I  fhall  not  write  again, 
expecting  to  fee  you  foon.  But  I  inult 
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now 


now  write  feldomer,  becaufe  I  am  to  re- 
new my  correfpondence  with  Lady  Da- 
vers ;  with  whom  I  cannot  be  fo  free,  as 
I  have  been  with  Mils  Darnford  ;  and  fo 
I  doubt,  my  dear  father  and  mother,  you 
cannot  have  the  particulars  of  that  cor- 
refpondence ;  for  I  mall  never  find  time 
to  tranfcribe. 

But  every  opportunity  that  offers,  you 
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may  aflure  yourfelves,  fliall  be  laid  hold 
of  by  your  ever- dutiful  daughter. 

And  now,  my  dearMifs  Darnford,  as 
I  infcribed  this  letter  to  you,  let  me  con- 
clude it,  with  the  aflurance,  that  I  am, 
and  ever  will  be,  your  moft  affeftionate 
friend  and  fervent) 

P.  B. 


END    OF    THE    THIRD    VOLUME. 
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MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

r*x  /#•»  ^  Know  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  hear  that  we  arrived 
fafely  in  town  laft  night. 
We  found  a  ftately,  well- 
furnimed,  and  convenient 
houfe;  and  I  had  my  clofet 
or  library,  and  my  withdrawing-room, 
all  in  complete  order,  which  Mr.  B.  gave 
me  pofleffion  of,  in  a  manner  the  moft 
obliging  that  can  be  imagined. 

I  am  in  a  new  world,  as  I  may  fay,  and 
fee  fuch  vail  piles  of  building  every 
where,  and  fuch  a  concourfe  of  people, 
and  hear  fuch  a  rattling  of  coaches  in  the 
day,  that  I  hardly  know  what  to  make  of 
it,  as  yet.  Then  the  nightly  watch,  go- 
ing their  hourly  rounds,  difturbed  me 
laft  night.  But  I  mall  foon  be  ufed  to 
that,  and  fleep  the  founder  perhaps,  for 
the  fecurityit  affures  to  us. 

Mr.  B.  is  impatient  to  fliew  me  what 
is  curious  in  and  about  this  vaft  city ; 
and  to  hear,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  fay,  my 
obfervations  upon  what  I  mail  fee  ;  and 
he  has  carried  me  through  feveral  of  the 
£ne  ftreets  this  day, in  his  chariot:  but,  at 
prefent,  ;I  have  too  confufed  a  notion  of 
tilings,  to  give  any  account  of  them:  nor 
mall -I  trouble  you  with  defcriptions  of 
that  kind;  for  you  being  within  a  day's 
journey  of  London,  I  hop*  for  the  plea- 


fure  of  feeing  you  oftener  than  I  could 
expect  before;  and  (hall  therefore  leave 
thefe  matters  to  your  own  obfervations, 
and  what  you'll  hear  from  others. 

I  am  impatient  for  the  arrival  of  my 
dear  Mifs  Darnford;  whofe  company 
and  convention  will  reconcile  me,  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  this  new  world. 

Our  family  at  prefent,  are  Colbrand, 
Jonathan,  and  fix  men-fervants,  includ- 
ing the  coachman.  The  four  maids  are 
alfo  with  us. 

But  my  good  Mrs.  Jervis  was  indif- 
pofed,  fo  came  not  up  with  us  5  but  we 
expeft  her  and  Mr.  Longman  in  a  day  or 
two:  for  Mr.  B.  has  given  her  to  my 
wifhes  :  and  as  Mr.  Longman's  bufi- 
nefs  will  require  him  to  be  up  and  down 
frequently,  Mrs.  Jervis's  care  will  be  the 
better  difpenfed  with ;  and  I  long  to  fee 
the  dear  good  woman,  and  mall  be  more 
in  my  element,  when  I  do. 

Then  I  have,  befides,  my  penitent 
Polly  Barlow:  but  the  poor  girl  has 
never  held  up  her  head  (ince  thatdeplorar 
ble  inftance  of  her  weaknefs,  which  I 
mentioned  to  you,  and  to  Mifs  Darn- 
ford  ;  yet  am  I  as  kind  to  her  as  if  no- 
thing had  happened.  I  wifh,  however, 
fome  good  hufband  would  offer  for  her. 

Mr.  Adams,  our  worthy  chaplain^  is, 
at  prefent,  with  Mr.  Williams.  He 
pnrpofes  to  give  us  his  company  here  till 
Chriftmas,  when,  probably,  matters  will 
be  fo  adjufted,  as  that  he  may  take  pof- 
3N  fcffiou 
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of  his  living.  Mean  time,  that 
we  may  not  let  fall  a  good  cuilom,  when 
perhaps  we  mail  have  moft  occafion  for 
it,  I  make  Jonathan,  who  is  reverend  by 
his  years,  and  filver  hairs,  iupply  his 
place,  appointing  him  the  prayers  he  is 
to  read. 

God  preferve  you  both  in  health,  and 
continue  to  me,  I  befeech  you,  your 
prayers  and  bleflings,  concludes  me  jour 
ever  -dutiful  daughter-i 


LETTER     II. 

FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  LADY  DAVERS. 
MY   DEAREST    LADY, 

I  Muft  beg  pardon,  for  having  been  in 
this  great  town  more  than  a  week, 
and  not  having  found  an  opportunity  to, 
tender  my  devoirs  to  your  ladyfhip.  You 
know,  dear  Madam,  what  hurries  and 
fatigues  muft  attend  fuch  a  journey,  to 
one  in  my  way,  and  in  an  intire  new  fet- 
tlement,  in  which  an  hundred  things 
muft  be  done,  and  attended  to,  with  a 
preference  to  other  occafions,  however 
delightful.  Yet,  I  muft  own,  we  found 
a  (lately,  a  well-ordered,  and  a  conve- 
nient houfe :  but  although  it  is  not  far 
from  the  fields,  and  has  an  airy  opening 
to  it's  back  part,  and  it's  front  to  afquare, 
as  it  is  called,  yet  I  arn  not  reconciled  to 
it,,  fo  intirely  as  to  the  beloved  manfion 
we  left. 

My  dear  Mr.  B.  has  been,  and  i.s, 
buf'ly  employed  in  ordering  fome  few 
alterations,  to  make  things  ftill  more 
commodious.  He  has  furnifhed  me  out 
a  little  pretty  library ;  and  has  allotted 
me  very  convenient  apartments  belides  : 
and  the  furniture  of  every  place  is  rich,  as 
befits  the  mind  and  fortune  of  the  gene- 
rous owner.  But  I  mall  not  offer  at  par- 
ticulars, becaufe  we  hope  to  have,  the  ho- 
nour of  a  vifit  from  my  good  lord,  an4 
your  ladyfhip,  before  the  winter,  weather 
fets  in,  to  make  the  roads  too  dirty  and 
deep :  but  it  is  proper  to  mention,  that 
/  the  houle  is  fo  large,  that  we  can  make  a 
great  number  of  beds,  the  more  conve- 
niently to  receive  the  honours  your  lady- 
ihip,  and  my  lord,  and  Mr.  B.'s  other 
friends  will  do  us. 

I  have  not  yet  been  at  any  of  the  pub- 
lick  diversions.  Mr.  B.  has  carried  me, 
by  gentle  turns,  out  of  his  workmen's 
way,  ten  miles  round  this  overgrown  ca- 
pital,' and  through  the  principal  of  it's 


numerous  ftreets.  The  villages  that  lie 
fpangled  about  this  vaft  circumference,  as». 
well  on  the  other  fide  the  noble  Thames, 
(which  I  had  before  a  notion  of,  from  Sir 
John  Denham's  celebrated  Cooler's  Hill) 
as  on  the  Middlefex  fide,  are  beautiful, 
both  by  buildings  and.  fituation,  beyond 
what  I  had  imagined,  and  feveral  of  them 
feem  larger  than  many  of  o-.r  country 
towns  of  no,te%  But  it  would  be  imperti- 
nent to  trouble  your  jadyfhip  with  thefe 
matters,  who  are  no  ih  anger  to  what  is 
worthy  of  notice  in  London.  But  I  was 
furprifed,  when  Mr.  B.  obferved  to  me, 
that  this  whole  county,  and  the  two  cities 
of  London  and  Weftminftcr,  are  repre-  , 
fented  by  no  more  than  eight  members  of 
parliament,  when  fo  many  borough  towns 
in  England  are  inferior  to  the  meaneft 
villages  about  London. 

I  arn  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival 
of  Mils  Darnford,'  and  then  I'fhall  wifh 


(accompanied  by  a  young  lady  of  fo 
poh'te  a  tafte)  to  fee  a  good  >  lay.  Mr.  B. 
has  already  fhewn  rne  the  opera-houfe, 


and  the  two  play-houfes,  though  filent, 
as  I  may  fay ;  that,  as  he  was  pleafed  to 
obferve,  they  fhould  not  be  new  to  me, 
and  that  the  fight  might  not  take  off  my 
attention  to  the  performance,  when  I  went 
to  the  play :  fo  that  I  can  conceive  a  to- 
lerable notion  of  every  thing,  from  the 
difpofition  of  the  feats,  the  boxes,  the  gal- 
leries, the  pit,  the  muuck,  the  i'cenes,  and 
the  ftage ;  and  {b  fhall  have  no  occafion 
to  gaze  about  me,  like  a  covntry  novice, 
whereby  I  might  attract  a  notice  that  I 
would  not  wifh,  either  for  my  own  credit,- 
or  your  dear  brother's  honour. 

I  have  had  a  pleafure,  which  I  had, 
not  in  Bedfordshire;  and  that  is,  that  on, 
Sunday  I  was  at  church,  without  gaping 
crowds  to  attend  us,  and  bleffings  too 
loud  for  my  wi fh.es.  Yet,  I  was  more 
gazed  at,  (and  fo  was  Mr.  B.)  than  lex- 
peeled,  confidering  there  were  fo  many, 
well-drefTed  gentry,  and  fbme  nobility 
there  j  and  they  flared  as  much  as  any. 
body;  but  will  not  do  fo,  I  hope,  when 
we  ceafe  to  be  a  novelty. 

We  have  already  had  feveral  vifitors  tq 
welcome  Mr.  B.  to  town,  and  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  marriage; — but 
fome,  no  doubt,  to  fee,  and  to  find  fault, 
with,  his  ruftick:  for  it  is  impoffible,  you 
know,  Madam,  that  a  gentleman  fb  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  his  meritand  fortune,  fhould 
have  taken  a  ftep  of  fuch  confequence  to 
himfelf  and  family,  and  not  be  known  by' 
every  body  fo  to  have  done. 
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Sir  Thomas  Atkyns  is  in  town,  and 
has  taken  apartments  in  the  new-built 
tiately  pile  of  edifices,  called  Hanover 
Square  ^  and  he  brought  with  him  a 
younger  brother  of  Mr.  Arthur's,  who, 
it  feems,  is  a  merchant. 

Lord  F.  has  been  to  pay  his  refpe&s  to 
Mr.  B.  likewife,  whofe  fchool- fellow  he 
was  at  Eaton,  the  little  time  Mr.  B.  was 
there.  His  lordfhip  promiies,  that  his 
lady  (hall  make  me  a  viiit,  and  accom- 
pany me  to  the  opera,  as  foon  as  we  are 
fully  fettled.  ' 

A  gentleman  of  the  Temple*  Mr.Tur- 
ner  by  name,  and  Mr.  Fan  maw  of  Gray's- 
Inn,  both  lawyers,  arid  of  Mr.  B.'s  for- 
mer acquaintance,  very  fprightly  and 
modifh  gentlemen, have  alfo  welcomed  us 
to  town,  and  made  Mr.  B.  abundance  of 
gay  compliments  on  my  account  to  my 
face,  all  in  the  common  frothy  run. 

They  may  be  polite  gentlemen,  but  I 
can't  fay  I  over-much  like  them .  There 
is  fomerhing  fo  forward,  fo  opinionated, 
ib  feemingly  infenfible  of  rebuke,  either 
from  within  or  without,  and  yet  not  pro- 
mifmgto  avoid  defervingone  occafionally, 
that  I  could  as  lie<ve  wifh  Mr.  B.  and 
they  would  not  renew  their  former  ac- 
quaintance. 

I  ani  very  bold,  your  ladyfhip  will  fay 
—But  you  command  me  to  write  freely  : 
yet  I  would  not  be  thought  to  be  uneaiy, 
with  regard  to  your  dear  brother's  morals, 
from  thefe  gentlemen ;  for,  Oh,  Madam, 
I  am  a  blefled  creature,  and  am  hourly 
happier  and  happier  in  the  confidence  I 
have  as  to  that  particular:  but  I  imagine 
they  will  force  themfelves  upon  him> 
more  than  he  himfelf  may  wifh,  or  would 
permit,  were  the  acquaintance  now  to 
begin  ;  for  they 'are  not  of  his  turn  of  mind, 
as  it  feems  to  me;  being,  by  a  fentence  or 
two  that  dropt  from  them,  very  free,  and 
very  frothy,  in  their  converfation ;  and 
by  their  laughing  at  what  they  lay  them- 
felves,  taking  that  for  wit,  which  will  not 
(land  the  teft,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay 
ib. 

But  they  have  heard,  no  doubt,  what 
a  perfon  Mr.  B.'s  goodnefs  to  me,  has 
lifted  into  notice;  and  they  think  them- 
felves  warranted  to  fay  any  thing  before 
his  country  girl. 

He  was  pleafed  to  afk  me,  when  they 
were  gone,  how  I  liked  his  two  lawyers? 
And  faid,  they  were  perfons  of  family 
and  fortune. 

r  I  am  glad  of  it^  Sir/  faid  I  j  *  for  their 
*  own.  fakes,' 


'  Then  you  don't  apprbve  of  them, 
«  Pamela?1'— 

«  They  are  your  friends.  Sir  j  and  I 
'  cannot  have  any  diflike  to  them.' 

*  They  fay  good  things  fometimes  J 
returned  he. 

'  I  don't  doubt  it,  Sir :  but  you  fay 
good  things  always."1 

'  'Tis  happy  for  me,  my  dear,  you 
'  think  rfo.  «B'ut  tell  me,  what  think  you 
'  of  'em  ?' 

«  I  mall  be  better  able,  Sir,  to  anfwer 
1  your  queftion,  if  I  fee  them  a  fecond 

*  time.1 

'  Butjwe  form  notions  of  perfons  at 
'  firft  fight,  fometimes,  my  dearj  and 

*  you  arefeldom  raiftaken  in  yours.* 

'  I  only  think,  Sir,  that  they  havenei- 

*  ther  of  them  any  diffidence:  but  their 

*  proftfffion,  perhaps,  may  fet  them  above 
<  that.' 

*  They  don't  praftifey  my  dear ;  their 
'  fortunes  enable  them  to  live  without  it; 
1  and  they  are  too  ftudious  of  their  plea- 
(  fures,  to  give  themfelves  any  trouble 

*  they  are  not  obliged  to  take.' 

*  They  feem  to  me,  Sir,  to  be  qualified 
«  for  practice  :  they  would  make  great 
'  figures  at  the  bar,  I  fancy.' 

'  Why  fo  ?' 

*  Only,  becaufe  they  feem  prepared  to 
1  think  well  of  what  they  fay  themfefaes ; 
'  and  lightly  of  \vkHt  other  people  fay,  or 
'  may  think  of  them.'' 

'  That  indeed,  my  dear,  is  the  necef- 

*  fary  qualification  of  a  publick  fpeaker, 
'  be  he  lawyer,  or  what  he  will :  the  mart 
£  who   cannot  doubt  kimfeif,  and  can 

*  thinkmeanly  of  \\isauditors,  neverfails 

*  to  fpeak  vtithfelf-applaufe  at  leafh' 

*  But  you'll  pardon  me,  good  Sir,  for 
'  fpeaking  my  mind  fo  freely,  and  & 
'  early  of  thefe  your  friends  S 

6  I  never,  my  love,  afk  you  a  queftion, 
'  I  wifli  you  not  to  anfwer;  and  always 
'  expecl  your  anfwer  fhould  be  without 
'  referve;  formany  times  I  may  afk  your 
'  opinion,  as  a  corrective  or  a  confirma- 

*  tion  of  my  own  judgment.' 

How  kind,  how  indulgent  was  this, 
my  good  lady?  But  you  know,  howge- 
neroufly  your  dear  brother  treats  me,  x>n 
all  occafions;  and  this  makes  me  fo  bold 
as  I  often  am . 

It  may  be  neceflary,  my  clear  lady,  to 
give  you  an  account  of  our  vifitors,  in 
order  to  make  the  future  parts  of  my 
writing  the  more  intelligible;  becaufe 
what  I  have,  to  write  may  turn  fometimes 
upon  the  company  we  fee:  for  which  rca- 
1  N  a  fon, 
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Con,  I  fliall  alfo  juft  mention  Sir  George 
Stuart,  a  Scottish  gentleman,  with  whom 
]Vlr.  B.  came  acquainted  in  his  travels, 
who  feems  to  be  a  polite,  (and  Mr.  B. 
fays,  is)  a  learned  man,  and  a  virtuofo  : 
he,  and  a  nephew  of  his,  of  the  fame 
name,  a  bamful  gentleman,  and  who,  for 
that  reafon,  I  imagine,  has  a  merit  that 
lies  deeper  than*  a  firft  obfervation  can 
reach,  are  jtift  gone  from  us,  and  were  re- 
ceived with  fo  much  civility  by  Mr.  B. 
as  intitles  them  to  my  refpe&ful  regard. 
Thus,  Madam,  do  I  run  on,  in  a  man- 
ner, without  materials;  and  only  to  mew 
you  the  pleafure  I  take  in  obeying  you. 
I  hope  my  good  Lord  Davers  enjoys  his 
health,  and  continues  me  in  his  favour; 
which  I  value  extremely,  as  well  as  your 
ladymip's.  Mr.  H.  I  hope,  likewife  en- 
joys his  health.  But  let  me  not  forget 
my  particular  and  thankful  refpefts  to 
the  countefs,  for  her  ladymip's  favour 
and  goodnefs  to  me,  which  I  mall  ever 
place  next,  in  my  grateful  efteem,  to  the 
"•honours  I  have  received  from  your  lady- 
fhip  on  fo  many  occafions;  and  which 
bind  me  to  be,  with  the  greateit  refpeft, 
my  dear  lady,  your  faithful  and  obliged 
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MY  DEAR  FATHER  AND  MOTHER, 

I  Write  to  you  both,  at  this  time,  for 
your  advice  in  a  particular  difpute, 
which  is  the  only  one  I  have  had,  or 
I  hope  ever  fliall  have,  with  my  dear 
benefactor;  and  as  he  is  pleafed  to  iniirt 
upon  his  way,  and  it  is  a  point  of  con- 
fcience  with  me,  I  muft  refolve  to  be  de- 
termiaesTby  your  joint  advice  ;  for,  if  my 
father  and  mother,  and  hufband,  are  of 
one  opinion,  I  muft,  I  think,  yield  up 
my  own: 

This  is  the  fubjeft:  —  I  think  a  mother 
ought,  if  me  can,  to  be  the  nurfe  to  her 
own  children. 

Mr.  B.  fays,  he  will  not  permit  it. 

It  is  the  firft  ivill  not  I  have  heard 
from  him,  or  given  occafion  for:  and  I 
tell  him,  that  as  it  is  a  point  of  conference 
with  me,  I  hope  he  will  indulge  me:  but 
the  dear  gentleman  has  an  odd  way  of 
arguing,  that  fometimes  puzzles  me.  He 
pretends  to  anfwer  me  from  Scripture  ; 
out  I  have  ibme  doubts  of  his  expolition  j 
4nd  he  gives  me  leave  to  write  to  you,. 


though  yet  he  won't  promife  to  be  deter* 
mined  by  your  opinions,  if  they  are  not 
the  fame  with  his  own ;  and  I  fay  to  him 
— '  Is  this  fair,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.?  Is 
'  it?1 

He  has  got  the  dean's  opinion  with 
him ;  for  our  debate  began  before  we  came 
to  town:  but  then  he  would  not  let  me 
ftate  the  cafe ;  but  did  it  himfelf  j  and  yet 
'tis  but  an  half  opinion,  as  I  may  fay, 
neither.  For  it  is,  that  if  the  hufband 
is  let  upon  it,  it  is  a  wife's  duty  to  obey  v 
But  I  can't  fee  how  that  is  5  for  if  it  be 
the  natural  duty  of  a  mother,  it  is  a 
divine  duty;  and  how  can  ahufband  have 
power  to*  diicharge  a  divine  duty  ?•— As 
great  as  a  wife's  obligation  is  to  obey  her 
hufband,  which  is,  I  own,  one  indii- 
penfable  of  the  marriage  contrail,  it 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  what  one  takes 
to  be  a  fuperior  duty:  and  muft  not  one 
be  one's  own  judge  of  actions,  by  which 
we  muft  ftand  or  fall  ? 
I'll  tell  you  my  plea: 
I  fay,  that  where  a  mother  is  un- 
healthy j  fubjecl  to  communicative  dif- 
tempers,  as  fcrophulous,  or  fcorbutick, 
or  conlumptive  diforders,  which  have  in- 
fected the  blood  or  lungs;  or  where  they 
have  not  plenty  of  nourimment  for  the 
child,  as,  I  have  heard,  is  the  cafe  of 
feme;  that  in  thefe  cafes,  a  difpenfatioiv 
lies  of  courfe. 

But  where  there  is  good  health,  free 
fpirits,  and  plentiful  nourimment; 
I  think  it  an  indifpenfable  duty. 
For  this  was  the  cuftom,  of  old,  of  all 
the  good  wives  we  read  of  in  Scrip- 
ture, 
Tiien  the  nourifhment  of  the  mother 

muft  be  moft  natural  to  the  child. 
Then  a  nurfe  may  have  a  bad  huiband, 
may  have  diftempers,  may  have  pri- 
vate vices,  as  to  liquors,  &c.  may  be 
carelefs,  and  a  felf-lover;  while  a 
mother  prefers  the  health  of  her 
child  to  her  own  private  fatisfac- 
tions,  or  appetites. 

A  nurfe  may  be  of  a  fordid  nature; 
and  when  I  have  heard  Mr.  B.  fo 
fatirical  on  lords  and  gentlemen  in 
coach-boxes,  why  may  not  charity 
make  one  think,  that  the  lady  of  tie 
family  was  innocent  of  fordid  and 
unpardonable  crimes,  imputed  by 
fevere  judges;  and  that  the  child 
when  grown  up,  owes  it's  tafte  to 
the  coach-box,  to  it's  nurfe's  being 
the  coachman's  wife,  or  the  wife  of 
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«ne  of  like  degree,  who  may  not 
have  a  mind  or  qualities  above  that 
degree  ?  For, as  the  blood  and  fpirits 
are  augmented,  with  the  child's 
growth,  by  the  food  it  takes  in,  a 
fordid  nature  may  as  well  be  com- 
municated from  a  found  woman,  as 
bad  health  by  an  unibund,  I  ihould 
imagine. 

Then  the  child,  by  the  defignation  of 
nature,  generally  brings  it's  nou- 
rifhment  into  the  world  with  it :  and 
art  mult  be  ufed,  as  I  prefume,  to 
dry  up  the  fountains  of  fuch  it's 
uourimment :  and  is  not  this  quite 
\mnatural  ?  And  is  not  what  is  un- 
natural, fmful  ? 

Then  I  have  lately  read,  my  circum- 

*  fiances  having  made  me  curious  on 
this  fubjeft,  that  a  new-bora  child 
has,  in  it's  little  bowels,  a  pitchy 
fubitance,  that  wants  to  be  purged 
off;  and  when  it  is  not,  occafions 
thofegripings  and  convulfions  which 
deitroy  ib  many  milerable  infants, 
(even  as  one  finds  by  the  weekly 
bills  here  in  town)  more  than  half  oi 
thofe  who  die  in  infancy:  whereas 
nature  has  defigned,  it  feems,  a  cure 
for  this,  in  the  purgative  quality, 
and  fine  thin  blueneis  given  to  the 
lirft  milk,  which  in  three  weeks  or  a 
month,  or  may  be  lefs,  carries  off 
that  pitchy  fubliance,and  gives  free- 
dom and  eafe  to  the  bowels  of  babies j 
which  quality  not  being  in  ftaler 
milk,  the  poor  child  often  falls  a  fa- 
crifice  to  this  negligence  or  inatten- 
tion ;  and  the  mother's  pains  and 
hazards  are  all  caft  a  way  5  and  her 
griefs,  at  lofing  the  dear  infant,  are 
much  greater  than  her  joys  at  it's 
birth,  when  all  the  danger  was  over. 

*  Then,  clear  Sir,'  laid  I,  *  there  is 

another  point  reipe6ting  the  health 
of  our  lex — Great  hurts  to  one's 
conititutL*  may  arife  from  too 
frequently  being  in  this  way  j  and, 
for  my  own  part,  you  have  made 
me  fo  happy,  that  I  cannot  help 
being  covetous  of  life,  if  I  may 
ib  fay. — But  the  fin,  dear  Sir,  the 
fin  of  committing  that  talk  to 
others,  which  is  ib  right  to  be  per- 
formed by  one's  felt,  if  one  has 
health  and  ftrength  to  perform  it, 
is  the  chief  thing  with  me  ;  and, 
you  know.  Sir,  that  even  a  huf- 
fcand's  will  is  ngt  fuffidefit  to  ex- 


'  cufe  one  from  a  natural  cw  divine 
*  obligation. 

Thefe  were  my  pleas,  among  others  : 
and  this  is  his  anfwer  j  for  he  was  fo 
good  as  to  give  it  me  in  writing: 


*  As  to  what  you  alledge,my  dear,  of 
old  cultomsj  times  and  fafhions  are 
much  changed.  If  you  tell  me  of  Sarah's 
or  Rachel's,  or  Rebeka's,  or  Leah's 
nurling  their  own  children,  I  can  an- 
fwer  that  the  one  drew  water  at  a 
well,  for  her  father's  flocks  j  another 
kneaded  cakes  and  baked  them  on  the 
hearth,  for  her  guefts  j   another  per- 
fonaily  dreifed  favoury  meat,  for  her 
huiband;  and  all  of  them  performed  the 
common  offices  of  the  houfhold  :  and 
when  our  modern  ladies  are  willing  t« 
follow  fuch  examples  in  e--verj  thitn*, 
their  plea  ought  to  be  allowed  in  this. 
'  As  to  the  matter  of  fordid  natures-— 
We  read,that  there  were  amongjacob's 
twelve  fons,  bad  as  well  as  good  na-> 
tures,  though  born  of  and  nurfed  by, 
the  fame  mothers;  Reuben  particularly 
committed  an  unpardonable  crime:  you 
are  too  well  read  in  Scripture  hiftory, 
to  need  being  told  what  it  was.    Two 
others   were   murderers,    treacherous 
murderers,  in  coM~bK>od,  and  how  did 
all  their  hearts  burn  with  fordid  and 
unbrotherly  envy  againil  their  father's 
favourite  fon  ? 

'  Then  it  requires  but  the  more  care 
in  finding  out  a  wholefome  woman, 
who  has  an  honeft  and  good-natured 
huiband  :  and,  let  me  tell  you,  Pamela, 
that  the  beft:  natures,  and  the  beft  con- 
ftitutions,  (though  your  cafe  is  an  ex- 
ception)  are  not  always  to  be  met 
with  in  high  life  ;  and  the  lefs,  per- 
haps,  becaufe  they  don't  exercife  them  - 
felves  as  the  patriarchal  nurfes  you 
hinted  at,  ufed  to  do.  Indeed  I  have 
feen  fpirits,  in  fome  of  the  high-bout 
of  your  fex,  that  one  would  not  wifh  to 
be  propagated  ;  but,  contrarily,  (if 
there  be  fo  much  in  the  nature  of  the 
nourifliment)  I  mould  think  it  a  matter 
of  prudence,  that  the  child  fhould  have 
any  other  nude  than  it's  mother. 

*  As  to  the  nurfe's  private  vices,  with- 
regard    to  liquors,    diltempers,    &c. 
this  will  be  anfwered,  by  what  I  have 
hinted,  of  the  greater  care  to  be  taken. 
in  the  choice  of  the  nurfe.     And  I  am 
fo  well  plea&d  with  your  apprehenfions 

*  of 
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'  of  this  nature,  that  it  is  a  moral  fecu- 
*  rity  to  me,  that  you  will  make  a  pro- 
per choice  ;  and  I  lhall  be  entirely  eafy, 
in  committing  this  province  to  fo  pru- 
dent and  difcreet  a  wife. 
'  I  allow,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  in 
what  you  fay,  as  to  the  pitchy  fub- 
ftance  in  new-born  children;  and  I 

s  think  it  very  proper  that  ths  child 
ihould  have  the  firft  milk  :  but  cannot 
fuch  anurfe  be  found,  as  may  anfwer 
this  intention?— If  fhe  cannot,  I  will, 
provided  you  deal  by  me  with  your 
ufual  fmcerity,  and  not  make  fcruples 

'againft  a  recommendation,  on  pur- 
poie  to  carry  your  own  point,  permit 
you  to  be  your  own  nurfe  for  one 
month,  or  ib,  if,  by  the  opinion  of 
proper  judges,  it  be  found  neceflary. 
But  then,  as  I  know  the  pretty  wire- 
drawing ways  of  your  fex,  you  muft 
"not  fomuch  as  afk  to  go  farther,  for 
I  (hall  not  care  to  have  my  reft  difturb- 
ed;  and  it  may  no*  be  quite  fo  well, 
perhaps,  to  lay  us  under  the  neceffity 
of  feparate  beds. 

*  Befides,  my  fondnefs  for  your  per- 
fonal  graces,  and  the  laudable,  and, 
I  will  fay,  honeft  pleafure,  I  take  in 
that  eai'y,  genteel  form,  which  every 
'body  admires  in  you,  at  firft  fight, 
oblige  me  to  declare,  that  I  can  by  no 
means  cowfent  to  facrifice  theie  to  the 
carelefsnefs  into  which  I  havefeen  very 
nice  ladies  fink,  when  they  became 
mirfes.  Moreover,  my  chief  delight 
in  you  is  for  the  beauties  of  your  mind  j 
and  unequalled  as  they  are,  in  my  opi- 
nion, you  have  (till  a  genius  capable 
of  gieat  improvement;  and  I  (han't 
care,  when  I  want  to  hear  my  Pamela 
read  her  French  and  Latin  leffons, 
which  I  take  ib  much  delight  to  teach 
her.  (and  to  endeavour  to  improve 
myfclf  from  her  virtue  and  piety,  at 
the  fame  time)  to  feek  my  behaved,  in 

•  the  nurfery  5  or  to 'permit  her  to  be  in- 
grofs'd  by  thofe  baby  office1*,  which 
will  better  befit  weaker  minds. 
'  No,  my  dear,  yon  muft  allow  me 
to  look  upon  you  as  my  fcholar,  in 
one  fenfe  ;  as  my  companion,  in  an- 
other;-ant!  as  my  inftru&refsj  in  a 
third.  You  know  I  am  not  governed 
by  the  word"  motives1.  I  am  half  over- 
come by  your  virtue  ;  and  you  muft 
take  care,  that  you  leave  not  your 
work  half-done.  But  I  cannot  help 
looking  upon  the  nurfe's  office,  as  an 
oiiice  beneath  my  Pamela.  £,et  it 


have  your  infpeftion,  your  direction  4 
c'*and  yourfole  attention,  if  you  pleafej 
when  I  am  abroad :  but  when  I  ani 
at  home,  even  a  fon  and  heir,  fo  jea- 
lous am  I  of  your  affeclions,  mail  not 
be  my  rival  in  them  :  nor  will  I  have 
my  reft  broken  in  upon,  by  your  fer- 
vants  bringing  to  you,  as  you  once 
proposed,  your  dear  little-one,  at 
times,  perhaps,  as  unfuitable  to  my 
repoie,  and  your  own,  as  to  the  child's 
necerlities;  for  I  have  no  notion  of 
itifling  even  a  cry,  by  cramming  it's 
little  Itomach,  when  that  very  cry  mall, 
perhaps,  be  neceflary  for  exercife  to 
it's  lungs,  and  to  open  it's  little  or- 
gans. 

*  You  have  been  often  fomewhat  un- 
eafy,  when  I  have  talked,  for  argu- 
ment's fake,  in  favour  of  polygamy. 
But  when  you  mention  the  deiigna- 
tions  of  nature,  and  form  from  thence 
your  notions  of  duty  on'  this  fubje6ls 
what  will  you  fay,  if  I  could,  from 
your  very  arguments  of  this  kind, 
plead  for  that  practice,  and  bring  all 
your  good  patriarchal  folks  on  my  fide, 
on  whom  you  lay  fuch  ftrefs,  in  one 
inftance?-— -For  example,  my  dear  : 
fuppofe  I  put  you  in  mind,  that  while 
Rachel  was  giving  her  little  one  all 
her  attention,  as  a  good  nurfe,  the  wor- 
thy patriarch  had  feveral  other  wives. 
— Dvn't  be  fhock'd,  my  deareft  love- 
— The  laws  of  one's,  own  country  are 
a  fufficierit  objection  tomeagainft  po- 
lygamy ;'  at  leaft,  I  will  not  think  of 
any  more  wives,  till  you  convince  me, 
by  your  adherence  to  the  example 
given  you  by  the  patriarch  wives,  that 
I  ought  to  follow  thofe  of  the  patriarch 
hufbunds.' 

So  here  is  that  vile  word  polygamy 
again  !  Mr.  B.  knows  I  had  rather  he 
fhould  mention  any  thing  than  that. — • 
B  jt  be  &  good  as  to  mind  his  next  argu- 
ment :  he  is  pleafed  »-j  entertain  very 
high  notions  (though  he  puts  them  not 
in  practice;  and,  indeed,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  avoid  giving  him  occafionfor  it) 
of  the  prerogative  of  ahuiband.  Upon 
my  word,  heibmetimes,  for  argument's 
fake,  makes  a  body  think  a  wife 
ihould  not  have  the  leaft  will  of  her 
own.  He  fets  up  a  difpenfing  power,  in 
fliort,  although  he  knows,  that  that  doc- 
trine once  coft  a  prince  his  crown.  And 
tin; s,  proceeding  with  his  anfwer  to 
my  plea,  he  argues  : 

(  The  chief  thing  that  flicks  with  you, 

'  my 
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«  my  dear  Pamela,  is,  that  you  think 

*  it  unnatural  in  a  mother  not  to  be  a 
f  nurfe  to  her  own  child,  if  fhe  can  ;  and 
1  what  is    •  nnatural,  you   fay,  is   fin. 
?  Now,  my  dear,  although  your  prac- 
'  tice  be  fo  unexceptionable,  you   feem 

*  not  to  have  a  right  notion  of  the  obe- 

<  dience  which  a  wife  naturally  owes, 
'  as   well   as   voluntarily    vows,  to  a 

*  hufband's  will.— 

'  In  all  lawful  things,  you'll  fay— 
f  But  fu  pofe,  my  dear,   you  were  to 

<  make  a  folemn  vow,  either  as  a  fmgle 

*  woman    or  as  a  wife,  to  do  any  thing 
'  that  vou   had  a  natural  power  to  do. 
'  No  doubt   you  would   think   yourfelf 

*  under  an  obligation  to  perform  it,  let 
5  the  confequence  be  what  it  would.  But 

*  to  fhewjoH,   who  are  fo  learned  in  the 

*  old  law,  of  how  little  force  even  the 
'  vows  of  your  fex  are,  and  how  much 
'  you  are  under  the  controul  of  ours, 

*  read  the  following  verfes  in  Numbers 
'  xxx.     "  If  a  MAN   vow  a  vow  unto 
"  the  Lord,  or  Jwear  an  oath  to  bind  his 
"  foul  with  a  bond,  he  Jhall  not  break 
*f  his  word;  he  Jhall  do  according  to  all 
"  tbatproceedeth  out  of  his  mouth  "  The 
f  reafon  of  this  is,    he  is  fol?  and  inde- 

*  pendent,  and  mafter  of  his  own  will 

*  and  actions. — But  what  follows  ?  "  If 
*'  a  WOMAN  alfo  vow  a -vow  unto  {be 
"  Lord!,  and  bind  herfslf,  by  a   bond, 
"  being  in  her  father's  houfe,  in  her 
*'  youth-,  and  her  father  hear  her  vow, 
t(  and  her    bond,  wherewith  Jhe  hath 
f*  bound  her  foul,  and  her  father  Jhall 
?<  hold  his  peace  at  her :  then  all  her 
"  vows  Jh all  ft and',    and  eve.ry  bond, 
"  wherewith  Jhe  hath  bound  her  foul, 
f  <  Jhall  ft  and.     But  if  her  father  difal- 
f '  low  her  in  the  day  that  he  heareth, 
*'  not  any  of  her  vows,  or  of  her  bonds, 
"  wberewithjhe  hath  bound  her  foul, 
*'  Jhall  ft  and:  andthe  Lord fh  all  forgive 
"  her,    be.caufe  her  fqiher  dif allowed 
"  her." 

*  The  very  fame  thing  is,  with  equal 
'  ftrength,  exprefied  in  the  verfes  imme- 

*  diately    following,    in   relation  to  a 
'  HUSBAND'S   allowing  or  difallowing 

*  his  WIFE'S  vows;  nor  is  it  diftinguifh^ 
'  ed  at  all,  whether  the  vow  be  juft  or 
f  unjuft :  and  it  is  worthy  of  observation 

*  too,    that  the  laws  of  England,    in 
'  confederation  of  the  obedience  a  wife 

*  owes  ton  hufband,  will  acquit  a  WO- 
f  MAN  of  certain  crimes,  for  which  they 
?  will  uunifha  **AN  with  death, 
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'  What  I  have  mentioned,  therefore, 
mews  how  much  the  daughter  is  un- 
der the  abfolute  controul  of  hevfatber9 
and  the  wife  of  her  hujband :  fo  that, 
you  fee,  my  dear,  even  in  fuch  a  ftrong 
point  as  a  folemn  vow  to  the  Lord, 
the  wife  may  be  abfolv'd  by  thehuf- 
band,  from  the  performance  of  it. 
'  And  by  the  way,  this  is  no  bad 
piece  of  information  to  young  ladies, 
who  are  urged  by  their  defigning  lov- 
ers to  enter  into  vows  and  contracts 
in  their  favour:  not  one  of  which,  you 
fee,  is  of  force,  unlefs  the  father,  and, 
by  the  fame  rule,  thcfe  who  have  au- 
thority over  her,  and  ftand  in  the  fa- 
ther's place,  approve  and  confirm  it. 
{  If  this  therefore  be  the  cafe  in  fa 
folemn  a  point,  furely  a  hufband  may 
take  upon  himfelf  to  difpenfe  with  fuch. 
a  fuppofed  obligation,  as  that  which 
you  feem  fo  loth  to  give  up,  even  al- 
though you  had  made  a  vow,  that  you 
would  nurfe  your  own  child, — And 
the  rather,  if  the  principle  a  hufband 
acts  upon,  is  laudable,  a  defire  to  con- 
tinue his  affectionate  and  faithful  re- 
gards to  his  wife,  to  preferve  in  her  as 
long  as  may  be  preferred,  thole  graces, 
and  thofe  delicacies  of  perfon,  which 
he  admires  in  her,  and  which  it  is  im- 
poflible  a  thorough  nurfe  fhould  keep 
up ;  and  as  moreover,  in  your  cafe,  her 
time  may  be  employed  to  fo  much 
greater  improvement  to  her  own  mind, 
and  her  hufband's  morals,  while  he 
can  look  upon  her  in  a  light  above  that 
of  an  infipid  prattling  nurfe,  who.  mult 
become  a  fool  and  a  baby  herfelf,  be- 
fore fhe  can  be  complete  in  the  cha- 
racter, into  which  you,  my  dear,  want 
to  dwindle* 

*  Some  men  may  be  fond  of  having 
their  wives  undertake  this  province,  and 
very  good  reafons  may  be  affigned  for 
fuch  their  fondnefs;  but  it  fuits  not  me 
at  all.  And  yet  no  man  would  be 
thought  to  have  a  greater  affection  for 
children  than  myfelf,  or  be  more  de- 
firous  to  do  them  juftice ;  for  I  think 
every  one  fhould  look  forward  to  po-* 
fterity  with  a  preference  :  but  if  my 
Pamela  can  be  better  employed :  if  the 
office  can  be  equally  well  performed  : 
if  your  direction  and  fuperinteudance 
will  be  fufficient;  and  if  I  cannot  look 
upon  you  in  that  way  with  equal  de- 
light, as  if  it  was  other  wife;  I  infift 
upo.a  it,  my  Pamela,  that  you  acquiefce 
*  with 
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with  my  difpenfation,  rmd  don't  think 
to  let  melol'e  my  beloved  wife,  and  have 
an  indelicate  nurle  put  upon  me  inftead 
of  her. 

•  As  to  that  hint  (the  neareft  to  me  of 
all)  of  dangers  to  your  conftitution; 
there  is  as  much  reafon  to  hope  it  may 
not  be  fb,  as  to  fear  that  it  may.     For 
children  fonietimes  bring  health  with 
them  as  well  as  infirmity;    and  it  is 
not  a   little  likely,   that  the  nurfe's 
office  may  affecl  the  health  of  one  I 
hold  moft  dear,  who  has  no  very  ro- 
buft  conftitution,  and  thinks  it  fo  much 
her  duty  to  attend  it,  that  me  will 
abridge  herfelf  of  half  the  pleafures  of 
life,  and  on  that  account  confine  her- 
felf withindoors,  or,  in  the  other  cafe, 
roufl  take  with  her  her  infant  and  her 
nnrfcry-maidwhere-ever  me  goes;  and 
I  mall  either  have  very  fine  company, 
(feall  I  not?)  or  be  obliged  to  deny 
rny&lf  yours. 

*  Then,   as  I  propofe  to  give  you  a 
{mattering  of  the  French  and  Italian, 
I  know  not  but  I  may  take  you  with 
me  on  a  little  tour  into  France  and 
Italy  f  at  leafttoBath,  to  Tunbridge, 
to  Oxford,  to  York,  and  the  principal 
places  of  England.     Wherefore,  as  I 
love  to  look  upon  you  as  the  compa- 
nion of  my  pleafures,  I  advife  you, 
my  dearert  love,  not  to  weaken,  or,  to 
fpeak  in  a  phrafe  proper  to  the  prefent 
fubjeft,  wean  me  from  that  love  to 
you,  and  admiration  of  you,  which  hi- 
therto has  been  rather  increafing  thau 
otherwife,  as  your  merit,  and  regard 
for  me,  have  increafed.' 

Thefe,  my  dear  parents,  are  charming 
allurements,  alinoft  irrefiftible  tempta- 
tions !  And  that  makes  me  miftruft  my- 
fcl'f  the  more,  and  be  the  more  diffident 
—For  we  are  but  too  apt  to  be  perfuaded 
into  any  thing,  when  the  motives  are  fo 
tempting  as  thefe  laft.— -But  do  you  take 
it  indeed,  that  a  hu(band  has  fuch  a  vaft 
prerogative  ?  Can  it  be,  now  under  the 
Gofpel,  that  this  letting  themfelves,  as 
it  were,  in  God's  place,  and  difpenfing 
with  our  wills,  as  pleafes  theirs,  is  (till 
in  force  ? — Yet  it  is  faid,  that  our  Sa- 
viour came  not  tP  break  the  /#w,  but  to 
fulfil  it. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  thaft  many  wives 
vn\\  not  choofe  to  difpute  this  point  fo 
earneftly  as  1  have  done ;  for  we  have 
had  feveral  little  debates  about  it ;  and 
it  is  the  only  poin,t  I  have  ever  yet  c|e- 
bated  with  him  ;  but  one  wpuld  not  be 


altogether  implicit  neither.  It  is  n* 
compliment  to  him  to  be  quite  paffive, 
r.nd  to  have  no  will  at  all  of  one's  own  : 
yet  would  I  not  difpute  one  point,  but 
in  fuppolition  of  a  fuperior  obligation  : 
and  this,  he  fays,  he  can  difpenje  with  : 
—  But,  alas  !  my  dear  Mr.  B.  was  never 
yet  thought  fo  intirely  fit  to  fill  up  the 
character  of  a  cafuiiHcal  divine,  as  that 
one  may  abfolutely  rely  upon  his  deci- 
fions  in  thefe  ferious  points  :  and  you 
know  we  ntuft  all  ftand  or  fall  by  oyr 
own  judgments. 

Upon  condition,  therefore,  that  he 
requires  not  to  fee  this  my  letter,  nor  your 
anfwer  to  it,  unlefs  I  pleafe,  I  write  for 
your  advice  j  for  you  both  have  always 
made  a  confcience  of  your  duties,  and 
taught  me  to  do  fo  too,  or  perhaps  I  had 
not  been  what  I  am  ;  and  I  know,  more- 
over, that  nobody  is  more  converfant 
with  the  Scriptures  than  you  are  ;  and, 
fome  how  or  other,  he  has  got  the  dean 
againft  me  ;  and  I  care  not  to  be  fo  free 
with  the  worthy  minifter  of  our  pariih 
here,  and  ftill  with  the  younger  clergy- 
men lam  acquainted  with. 

But  this  I  fee  plainly  enough,  that  he 
will  have  his  own  way  ;  and  if  I  cannot 
get  over  my  fcruples,  what  fhall  I  do  ? 
For  if  I  think  it  a  fin  to  fubwit  to  the 
difpenfation  he  in  fids  upon  as  in  his 
power  to  grant,  and  do  fubmit  to  it,  what 
will  become  of  my  peace  of  mind  ?  For 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  believe  as  one 
will.  Then  weak  minds  will  have  their 
doubts,  and  the  law  allows  a  toleration 
for  fcrupulous  and  tender  confciences  ; 
but  my  beloved  hufba;id,  my  lawgiver, 
and  my  prince,  I  doubt  will  allow  none 
to  poor  me  ! 

As  to  the  liberty  he  gives  me  for  a 
month,  I  mould  be  loth  to  take  it  ;  for 
one  does  not  know  the  inconveniencies 
that  may  attend  a  change  of  nourifhment  j 
or  if  I  did,  I  mould  rather'  But  1 
know  not  what  I  would  fay  ;  for  I  am 
but  a  young  creature  to  be  in  this  way. 
and  very  unequal  to  it  in  every  refpecl  ! 
So  I  commit  myfelf  to  God's  direction, 
and  your  advice,  as  becpmes  your  ever- 
dutjful  daiigbler, 


P. 


LETTER    IV. 


MY   DEAREST   CHILD, 

YOUR  mother  and  I  have  as  we$ 
confidered  the  cafe  you  put  as  we 
are  able  ;  and  we  tly'nk.  yjur  own  reafans 
very  good  j  and  it  is  a  thoufand 
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your  honoured  hufband  will  not  allow 
them,  as  you,  my  dear,  make  it  fuch  a 
point  with  you .  Very  few  ladies  would 
give  their  fpoufes,  we  believe,  the  trou- 
ble of  this  debate  j  and  few  gentlemen  are 
fo  very  nice  as  yours  in  this  reipecl  ;  for 
I  (but  what  fignifies  what  fuch  a  mean 
foul  as  I  think,  compared  to  fo  learned , 
and  brave  a  gentleman  j  yet  I)  always 
thought  your  dear  mother,  and  me  has 
been  a  pretty  woman  too,  in  her  time, 
never  looked  fo  lovely,  as  when  I  faw 
the  dear  creature,  like  the  pelican  in  the 
wildernefs,  feeding  her  young-ones  from 
her  kind  breaft  : — and  had  I  had  ever 
fo  noble  an  eftate,  I  am  fure  I  mould  have 
had  the  fame  thoughts. 

But  fmce  the  good  Yquire  cannot  take 
this  pleafure ;  fince  he  fo  much  values 
your  perfon;  fmce  he  gives  you  warning, 
that  it  may  eftrange  his  affections  ;  fmce 
he  is  impatient  of  denial,  and  thinks  fo 
highly  of  his  prerogative ;  fmce  he  may, 
if  difobliged,  refume  fome  bad  habits, 
and  fo  you  may  have  all  your  prayers 
and  hopes  in  his  perfeft  reformation  fru- 
rtrated,  and  find  your  own  power  to  do 
good  more  narrowed,  as  I  may  fay  j  we 
think,  befides  the  obedience  you  have 
vowed  to  him,  and  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  wife,  you  ought  to  give  up  the 
point,  and  acquiefce  ;  for  this  feemeth  to 
us,  to  be  the  leiler  evil ;  and  God  Al- 
mighty, if  it  mould  be  your  duty,  will 
not  be  lefs  merciful  than  men  j  who,  as 
his  honour  fays,  by  the  laws  of  the  realm, 
excufe  a  wife  when  me  is  faulty  by  the 
command  of  the  huiband  ;  and  we  hope, 
the  fault  he  is  pleafed  to  make  you  com- 
mit, (if  a  fault,  for  he  really  gives  very 
praife- worthy  motives  for  his  difpenfa- 
tion)  will  not  be  laid  at  his  own  door. 
So  e'en  reiblve,  my  deareii  child,  to  fub- 
mit  to  it,  and  with  cheerf ulnefs  too. 

God  fend  you  an  happy  hour !  But 
who  knows,  when  the  time  comes,  whe- 
ther it  may  not  be  proper  to  difpenfe 
with  this  duty,  as  you  deem  it,  on  other 
accounts  ?  For  every  young  perfon  is  not 
enabled  to  perform  it.  So,  to  mew  his 
honour,  that  you  will  cheerfully  acquiefce, 
your  dear  mother  advifes,  that  you  would 
look  out  for  a  wholefome,  good-hu- 
moured, honeftbody,  as  near  your  com- 
plexion and  temper,  and  canftitution,  as 
may  be;  and  it  may  not  be  the  worfe, 
fhe  thinks,  if  me  is  twenty,  or  one  or 
two-and  twenty;  forme  will  have  more 
ftrength  andperfe&ion,  as  91^  may  fay, 


than  even  you  can  have  at  your  tender 
age :  and,  above  all,  for  the  wife  reafon 
you  give  from  your  reading,  that  me 
may  be  brought  to-bedmuch  about  your 
time,  if  itbepoflible. — We  will  look  out, 
if  you  pleafe,  about  us  for  fuch  an  one. 
And,  as  Mr.  B.  is  not  averfe  to  have  the 
dear  child  in  the  houfe  with  you,  you 
will  have  as  much  delight,  and  the  dear 
baby  may  fare  as  well,  under  your  pru- 
dent and  careful  eye,  as  if  you  were  to 
be  obliged  in  the  way  you  would  choofe, 
So  God  direct  you,  my  deareft  child, 
in  all  your  ways,  and  make  you  acquiefce 
in  this  point  with  cheerfulnefs,  (although, 
as  you  fay,  one  cannot  believe  as  one 
pleafes  ;  for  we  verily  are  of  opinion  you 
fafely  may,  as  matters  ftand)  and  con- 
tinue to  you,  and  your  beloved  and  ho- 
noured hufband,  health,  and  all  manner 
of  happinefs,  are  the  prayers  oi'jour  mzfi 
affectionate  father  and  worker, 

J.  ana  E.  ANDREWS, 

I  have  privately  fliewed  our  worthy  mi- 
nifter  your  letter  :  you  know,  niy  dear, 
he  is  learned  and  judicious  •,  arid  he  is. 
of  our  opinion,  that  it  is  beft  for  you, 
on  all  accounts,  to  acquiefce.  Be- 
fides,  it  may  difobhije  the  'fquire,  an<i 
it  will  fignify nothing  after  all ;  for  he 
will  have  his  way,  that's  fure  enough. 


LETTER    V. 

I  Thank  you,  my  dcareft  parents,  for 
your  kind  letter ;  it  was  given  to^Vl'"- 
B.  and  he  brought  it  tome  hin.li.-lf,  end 
was  angry  with  me  :    indeed  he  \vns,  ss 
you  (hall  hear : 

*  'Tisfrom  the  good  couple,  my  clear,  I 
fee.  I  hope  they  areoi  my  opinion.  But 

whether  they  be  or  not. But  I  will 

leave  you  ;  and  cb  you,  Pamela,  ftcp 
down  to  my  cloiet,   when  you  have 
perufed  it.' 

He  was  pleafed  to  withdraw;  and  I 
read  it,  and  fat  down,  and  confidered  it 
well ;  but,  as  you  know  I  made  it  always 
my  maxim  to  do  what  I  could  not  avoid 
to  do,  with  as  good  a  grace  as  poilible, 
I  waited  on  the  dear  gentleman. 

<  Well,  Pamela,'  laid  he,  a  little  fe- 
rioufly,  '  what  Jay  the  worthy  pair  ?' 

'  O  Sir  !  they  declare  for  you.  They 
*  fay,  it  is  belt  for  me  to  yield  up  this 
'  point.' 

*  They  are  certainly  in  the  right.— 

3O  «  fiut 
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*  But  were  you  not  n  dear  perarfe  crea- 

*  ture,  to  give  me  all  this  trouble  about 
'  your  fancy  fcruples  ?' 

*  Nay,  Sir,  don't  call  them  fo,'  faid  I  j 
little  thinking  he  wasdifpleafed  with  me. 
— '  I  ftill  am ibmewhat wavering;  though 

*  they  advife  me  to  acquiefce:    and,  as 

*  it  is  your  will,  and  you  have  deter - 
«  mined  how  it  mail  be,  it  is  my  duty  to 

*  yield  up  the  point.* 

"'  But  do  you  yield  it  up  cheerfully, 
'  my  dear  ?' 

'  I  do,  Sir ;  and  will  never  mare  dif- 
«  pute  it,  let  what  will  happen. — And  I 

*  beg  pardon  for  having  fo  often  entered 

*  into  this  fubject  with  you. — But  you 
'  know,  Sir,  if  one's  weaknefs  of  mind 

*  gives  one  fcruples,  one  mould  not  yield 
'  implicitly,  till  they  are  fatisfietl  j  for 
'  that  would  look  as  if  one  gave    you 
'  not  the  obedience  of  a  free  mind.' 

*  You  are  very  obligingly/?  now,  my 
'  dear :  but  I  can  tell  you,  you  had  made 
'  me  half  ferious ;  yet  I  would  not  mew 

*  it,  in  compliment  to  your  prefent  con- 

*  dition;  for  I  did  not  expect  that  you 

*  would  have  thought  any  appeal  necef- 
'  fary,  though  to  your  father  and  mo- 

*  ther,  in  a  point  that  I  was  determined 

*  upon,  as  you  muft  fee,  every  time  we 
4  talked  of  it.* 

This  ftruck  me  all  in  aheap.  I  looked 
down  to  the  ground;  having;  no  courage 
to  look  up  to  his  face,  for  fear  I  mould 
behold  his  afpe&  as  mortifying  to  me  as 
his  words.  But  he  took  both  my  hands, 
a.nd  drew  me  kindly  to  him.  and  faluted 
me—*  Excufe  me,  my  dearal  love ;  I  am 
4  not  angry  with  you. — Speak  to  me, 

*  child.— Whyftarts  this  precious  pearl?* 
and   kifled  my  cheek — «  (peak  to  me, 
«  Pamela!'— 

*  I  will,  Sir — I  will — as  foon  as  I  can;* 
for  this  being  my  firft  check,  fb  feriouiiy 
given^  my  heart  was  full.     But  as  I 
knew  he  would  be  angry,  and  think  me 
obftinate,  if  I  did  not  1'peak ;  I  faid,  full 
of  concern—'  I  wifh,  Sir — I  wifh — you 

had  beenpleafed  to  fpare  me  longer,  a 
little  longer,  for  the  fame  kind,  very 
kind,  confideration.' 
1  But  is  it  not  better,  my  dear,  to  tell 
you  I  <was  a  little  out  of  humour  with 
you,  than  that  I  am? — But  you  had 
been  very  earneft  with  me  on  this  point 
more  than  once;  and  you  put  me  upon 
a  hated,  becaufe  ungenerous,  necemty 
of  pleading  my  prerogative,  as  I  call 


9  it :  and  yet  this  would  not  do,  but  you 
«  would  appeal  againft  me  in  the  point  I 
'  was  determined  upon,  for  reafons  al- 
«  together  in  your  favour  ?  and  if  this 
1  was  not  like  my  Pamela,  excufe  me, 
'  that  I  could  not  help  being  a  little  un- 
«  likemyfeUV 

*  Ah  !'  thought  I,  '  this  is  not  fo  very 
'  unlike  your  dear  felf,  if  I  were  to  give 
'  the  leaft  fhadow  of  an  occafion;  for  it 
'  is  of  a  piece  with  your  leffons  for- 
'  meiiy  *. 

'  I  am  fure,*  faid  I, '  I  was  not  in  the 
'  leaft  aware,  that  I  had  offended. — But 
«  I  was  too  little  circumfpecl.  I  had 
'  been  ufed  to  your  goodnefs  for  fo  long 

*  a  time,  that  I  expefted  it,   it  feems; 
'  and  thought  I  was  fure  of  your  fa- 

*  vourable  conftruclion.* 

'  Why  fo  you  may  be,  my  dear,  in 
'  every  thing  almoft.  But  I  don't  love 
'  to  fpeak  f  twice  my  mind  on  the  fame 
4  fubjecl ;  you  know  I  don't !  and  you 
'  have  really  difputed  this  point  with 
'  me  five  or  fix  times :  infomuch,  that  I 
'  wonderedwhat  was  come  to  my  deareft.* 

*  I  thought,  Sir,  you  would  have  dif- 
'  tinguifhea  between  a  command  where 
'  my  confcieHfe  was  concerned,   and^a 

*  common  point:  you  know,  Sir,  I  ne- 
'  ver  had  any  will  but  yours  in  common 
'  points.— But,  indeed,  you  make  me 

*  fearful,    becaufe  my  tafk  is  rendered 
'  too  difrrcult  for  my  own  weak  judg- 

*  ment.    But  then,  Sir— But  I  mall  of- 

*  fend  again—* 

'  And  then  what  ?  Say  all  you  would 
'  fay,  Pamela.— And  then  what  ?' 

*  Why,  Sir,  if  I  muft  fpeak— You 
'  threaten  me  fo  at  every  turn  with  that 

*  cruel  word  polygamy,  that  it  ftjews  me 

*  it  is  too  much  in  your  mind— But  I 
'  mall  make  you  angry  again.' 

*  Was  not  the  patriarch  huibands  prac- 
c  tice,  Pamela,  a  fit  thing  to  be  oppofed 
'  to  that  of  the  patriarch  wives  ?  But  do 

*  you  fay,  I  threaten  you  with  that  word  ? 

*  Take  care,  my  love :  you  have  been  a 

*  faultlefs  angel  hitherto.     Don't  let  me 

*  find  you  ready  to  make  fuch  harm  con- 

*  ftruftions  as  a  mere  woman  is  accuf- 

*  tomed  to  make,  when  me  is  difpofed  to 

*  be  captious  j  although  a  better  con- 
'  ftri'.clion  lies  before  her.' 

I  was  filent,  but  by  my  tears. 

*  Now,  I  doubt,  Pamela,  your  fpirit 
'  is  high.     You  won't  fpeak,  becauli: 

*  you  are  out  of  humour  at  what  1  fay. 
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*  I  vrill  Iff^e  no  fullen  referves,   my 
'  deareft.     What  means  that  heaving 
<  fob  ?  I  know,  my  dear  love,  that  this 
'  is  a  time  with  your  fex,  when,  fad- 
'  dened  with  your  apprehenfions,   and 
'  indulged  becaufe  of  them,  by  the  fond 

*  hufband,  it  is  needful,  for  both  their 
'  fakes,  to  watch  over  the  changes  of 

*  their  temper.     For  ladies  in  your  way 

*  are  often  like  encroaching  fubjects: 
'  they  are  apt  to  extend  what  they  call 

*  their  privileges,    on   the   indulgence 

*  mewed  them  j  and  the  hufband  never 
'  again  recovers  the  afcendant  he  had  be- 
'  fore/ 

*  You  know  thefe  things  better  than 
'  I,  Mr.  B.     But  I  had  no  intention  to 

*  invade  your  province,  or  to  go  out  of 

*  ray  own.     Yet  I  thought  I  had  aright 

*  to  a  little  free-will,  a  very  little  ;  efpe- 
'  cially  on  fome  greater  occafions. 

'  Why,  fo  you  have,  my  dear.     But 

*  you  muft  not  plead  one  text  of  Scrip- 

*  ture  in  behalf  of  your  own  will ;  and 
'  refufe  to  another  it's  due  weight,  when 
'  it  makes  for  mine,' 

«  Well,  Sir,  I  muft  needs  fay,  I  have 
c  one  advantage  above  others  of  my  fex  : 

*  for  if  wives,  in  my  circumftances,  are 

*  apt  to  grow  upon  indulgence,  I  am 
'  very  happy,  that  your  kind  and  watch- 
'  ful  care  will  hinder  me  from  falling  into 

*  that  error/ 

He  gave  me  a  gentle  tap  on  the  neck : 

*  Let  me  beat  my  beloved  faucebox,"  laid 
he :  'is  it  thus  you  rally  my  watchful 
'  care  over  you  for  your  own  good  ?  But 
«  tell  me,  truly,  Pamela,  are  you  not  a 

*  little  fullen  ?  Look  up  to  me,  my  dear 
—Are  you  not  ?' 

'  Ibelieve  lam;  but'tis  but  very  little, 
«  Sir — It  will  foon  go  off — Pleafe  to  let 

*  me  withdraw,  that  I  may  take  myfelf 
'  to  tafk  about  it  ; — for  at  prefent,  I 

*  know  not  what  to  do,  becaufe  I  did  not 
'  expect  the  difpleafure  I  have  incurred.' 

'  Is  it  not  the  fame  thing,*  replied  he, 

*  if  this  our  firft  quarrel  eadhere,  with- 
'  out  your  withdrawing  ?— I  forgive  you 
'  heartily,  my  Pamela ;  and  give  me  one 

*  kifs,  and  I  will  think  of  your  faucy 
'  appeal  againft  me  no  more.' 

'  I  will  comply  with  your  condition, 

*  Sir  ;  but  I  have  a  great  mind  to  be 

*  faucy.     I  wifh  you  would  let  me  for 

*  this  once.* 

'  What  would  you  fay,  my  deareft  ? 

*  Be  faucy  then,  as  you  call  it,  as  faucy 

*  as  you  can,' 


'  Why  then  lam  a  little  fullen  at  pre- 
fent, that  I  am  : — and  I  am  not  fullf 
convinced,  whether  it  muft  be  I  that 
forgive  you,  oryou  me.— For,  indeed, 
till  I  can  recollect,  I  cannot  think  my 
fault  fo  great  in  this  point,  that  was  a 
point  of  confcience  to  me,  as,  (pardon 
me,  Sir)  to  ftand  in  need  of  your  for- 
givenefs.' 

«  Well  then,  my  deareft/  faid  he, « we 
will  forgive  one  another  j  but  take  this 
with  you,  that  it  is  my  love  to  you,  that 
makes  me  more  delicate  than  otherwife 
I  mould  be;  and  you  have  inured  me 
fo  much  to  a  faultlefs  conduct,  that  I 
can  hardly  bear  with  natural  infirmi- 
ties from  you. — But,'  giving  me  an- 
other tap,  '  get  you  gone ;  I  leave  you 
to  your  recollection ;  and  let  me  know 
what  fruits  it  produces  :  for  I  muft  not 
be  put  off  with  a  half -compliance  ;  I 
muft  have  your  whole  will  with  me,  if 
poflible.' 

So  I  went  up,  and  recollecting  every 
thing,  facrificed  to  my  fex ,  as  Mr.  B. 
calls  it,  when  he  talks  of  a  wife's  reluc- 
tance to  give  up  a  favourite  point ;  for  I 
fhed  a  good  many  tears,  becauie  my  heart 
was  fet  upon  it  ;  and  this  patriarchal  re- 
tort hung  heavy  upon  my  mind. 

And  fo,  my  dear  father  and  mother, 
twenty  charming  ideas  and  pleafurcs, 
which  I  had  formed  to  myfelf,  had  I  ob- 
tained this  permiffion,  arevaniftied  from 
me,  and  my  meafures  are  quite  broken. 
But  after  my  heart  was  relieved  by  my 
eye,  I  was  lighter  and  eafier.  And  the 
refult  is,  we  have  heard  of  a  good  fort  of 
woman,  that  is  to  be  my  poor  baby's  mo- 
ther, when  it  comes ;  and  fo  your  kind- 
ly offered  inquiries  are  needlefs,  I  be- 
lieve. 

I  can't  tell  but  this  fort  of  rebuffmight 
be  a  little  necefTary,  after  all ;  for  I  had 
forgotten,  through  Mr.  B.'s  paft  indul- 
gence forfo  long  a  time,  his  injunctions 
and  leflbns  ;  and  this  awfully  inforced 
remembrance  mews  me,  that  the  rules 
he  formerly  prefcribed,  were  not  words 
of  courfe,  but  that  he  intended  to  keep 
me  up  to  the  letter  of  them. — So  I  mult 
be  a  little  more  circumfpect,  I  find  that, 
than  of  late  I  thought  I  had  occafion  to 
be. 

But  he  is  the  beft  and  tendered  of 
hulbands,  for  all  this;  and  yet  was  forced 
to  accept  of  bit  forgivenefs,  and  he  did 
not  think  himfelf  obliged  to  me  for  mine\ 
and  has  c^rfied  his  point  all  to  nothing, 
O  a  as 


474 


PAMELA. 


as  the  racing  gentlemen  fay.  But  I  can 
fee  one  thing,  neverthelefs,  on  this  oc- 
cifion,  that  the  words  command  and 
cbey  are  not  quite  blotted  out  of  his  vo- 
cabulary, as  he  laid  they  fhould  be  *. 

Bat,  truly,  I  did  not  imagine  before, 
that  the  hufband  had  fo  very  extenfive  a 
prerogative  neither.— Nor  do  I  believe, 
that  many  ladies  would  fit  down  fo  iatis- 
fied  with  it,  as  I  am  forced  to  do. — Yet 
he  vows,  that  it  mutt  have  been  fo,  had 
he  married  zprlncefs ; — and  that  it  is  not 
becaufe  of  the  former  inequality  of  con- 
dition between  us, 

I  can't  tell  what  to  fay  to  that :  but  I 
fancy  there  wou'd  then  have  been  fome 
princely  ftr aggies  between  them.  —  It 
may  be,  if  he'could  not  have  conquered, 
he  would  not  have  lived  with  her}  or, 
perhaps,  would  have  run  into  his  wicked 
polygamy  notions. 

Mr.  B.  to  my  further  great  comfort, 
has  in  ft  been  telling  me,  how  littk  a  wife 
of  his  mu ft  expect:  from  her  tears;  and  has 
moft  nicdy  been  dittinguifhing  between 
tears  of  fullfnnefs,  and  tears  of  pent- 
tenet:  the  one,  he  declares,  mail  always 
meet  with  his  'indulgence  and  kindnefs, 
and  never  pals  unrewarded :  but  the  other, 
being  the  laft  refources  of  the  fex,  after 
they"are  difarmed  of  all  others,  and  by 
which  they  too  often,  as  he  fays,  carry  all 
their  pur  poles,  he  will  never  fuffer  to  have 
any  force  at  all  upon  him. 

Very  herorck,  truly! — One  ftands  a 
poor  chance  in  a  conteft  with  fuch  a 
hulband.  -It  muft  be  all  pure  unmixed 
obedience  and  fubrniflion.  And  I  find, 
half'  the  fears  a  poor  wife  might  fhed  in 
matrimonial  bickerings,  fo  frequent  with 
fome,  even  of  thofe  not  unhappily  mar- 
ned,  (as  the  world  thinks)  would  be  of 
no  etfeclj  were  all  men  of  his  mind/ 
'  'Tis  well  for  our  fex  in  general,  that 
there  are  not  innny  hufbands  who  dif- 
tihiniifo  thus  nict-ly.  For,  I  doubt,  there 
art  but  very  few  fo  well  intitled  to  their 
ladies  obferVnnces  as  Mr.B.is  to  mine; 
and  who  would  nit  To  generoufly  and  fd 
tenderly  by  a  wife  as  he  does,  in  every 
material  inftanee  on  which  the  happinefs 
of  life  depends,  '  ' 

But  we  are  quite  reconciled;  although, 
as  I  frqd,  upon  his  own  terms  :  and  fo'I 
can  ftill  ftyle  inyfeif,  my  dear  honoured 
parents,  your  happy,  as  well  as  dutiful 
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I  Have  fent  you  a  prefent,  the  com- 
pleateft  I  could  procure,  of  every 
thing  that  may  fuit  your  approaching 
happy  circumftance;  as  I  hope  it  will  be 
to  you,  and  to  us  all :  but  it  is  with  a  hope 
annexed,  that  although  both  fexes  are 
thought  of  in  it,  yet  that  you  will  not  put 
us  off  with  a  girl :  no,  child,  we  will  not 
permit,  may  we  have  our  wills,  that  you 
fhall  think  of  giving  us  a  girt,  till  you 
have  prefented  us  with  half  a  dozen  fine 
boys.  For  our  line  is  gone  fo  low,  that 
we  expe.61  tliat  human  fecurity  from  you 
in  your  firft  feven  years,  or  we  fhall  be 
difappointed,  I  can  tell  you  that. 

And  now,  Pamela,  I  will  give  yon 
their  names,  if  my  brother  and  you  ap- 
proveofthem:  your  firft  fhall  be  BILLY  $ 
my  Lord  Davers,  and  the  Earl  of  C— — , 
fhall  be  godfathers}  and  it  muft  be 
doubly  god -mothered  too,  or  I  am  afraid 
the  countefs  and  I  fhall  fall  out  about 
it.  Your  fecond  fhall  be  DAVERS  j  be 
fure  remember  that— Your  third  fhall 
be  CHARLEY;  your  fourth  JEMMY; 
your  fifth  HARRY;  your  fixth — DUD- 
LEY, if  you  will — and  your  girl,  if  you 
had  not  rather  call  it  PAMELA,  fhall  be; 
BARB  A  R  A— The  reft  you  muft  name  as 
you  pleafe. — And  fo,  my  dear,  I  wifli  all 
feven  happily  over  with  you. 

I  am  glad  you  got  fate  to  town ;  and 
long  to  hear  of  Mifs  Darn  ford's  arrival, 
becaufe  I  know  you'll  be  out  of  your 
biafs  in  your  new  fettlement  till  then. 
She  is  a  fine  lady,  and  writes  the  moft  to 
my  tafte  of  any  one  of  her  fex  that  I  know, 
next  to  you.  I  with  fhe'd  be  fo  kind  as 
to  corrrefpond  with  me.  But  be  fure 
don't  omit  to  give  me  the  fequel  of  her 
filler's  and  Murray's  affair,  and  whatyou 
think  will  pleafe  me  in  relation  to  her. 
You  do  well  to  lave  yourielf  the  trouble 
of  defcribing  the  town  and  the  publick 
places.  We  are  no  ftrangers  to  them  j 
and  they  are  too  much  our  table  talk, 
when  any  country  lady  has  for  the  firft 
time  been  carried  to  town,  and  returned : 
belides,  what  London  affords,  is  nothing 
that  delei  ves  mention,  compared  to  what 
we  have  feen  at  Paris  and  at  Verfailles, 
and  other  of  the  French  palaces  *  You 


«  See  Vol.  II.  p. 
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exactly,  therefore,  hit  our  taftes,  and  an- 
tfwerour  expiations,  when  you  give  us, 
in  your  peculiar  manner,  fentiments  on 
what  we  may  call  the  foul  of  things,  and 
fuch  characters  as  you  draw  with  a  pencil 
borrowed  from  the  hand  of  nature,  inter- 
mingled with  thofe  fine  lights  and  {hades 
of  reflections  and  obfervations,  that 
make  your  pictures  glow>  and  inftruft  as 
well  as  delight. 

There,  Pamela,  is  encouragement  for 
you  to  proceed  in  obliging  us.  We  are 
all  of  one  mind  in  this  rel'peclj  and  more 
than  ever,  fince  we  have  feen  your  aftions 
fo  well  anfwer  to  your  writings ;  and  that 
theory  and  practice,  with  regard  to  every 
excellence  that  can  adorn  a  lady,  is  the 
fame  thing  with  you. 

We  are  pleafed  with  your  lawyers  cha- 
racters. There  are  life  and  nature  in 
them;  but  never  avoid  giving  all  the 
characters  that  occur  to  you,  for  that 
feems  to  be  one  of  your  talents;  and  in 
the  uglieft  you  can  draw,  there  will  be 
matter  of  inftruftion;  efpecially  as  you 
feem  naturally  to  fall  upon  fuch  as  are 
fo  general,  that  no  one  who  converfes, 
but  muft  fee  in  them  the  picture  of  one 
or  other  he  is  acquainted  with. 

By  this  time,  perhaps,  Mifs  Darnford 
will  be  with  you — Our  refpe&s  to  her, 
if  fo.— And  you  will  have  been  at  feme 
of  the  theatrical  entertainments:  fo  will 
not  want  fubje&s  to  oblige  us.— «'Twas  a 
good  thought  of  your  dear  man's,  to 
carry  you  to  fee  the  feveral  houfes,  and  to 
make  you  a  judge,  by  that  meant,  of  the 
difpofition  and  fafhion  of  every  thing  in 
them.  Tell  him,  I  love  him  better  and 
better.  I  am  proud  of  my  brother,  and 
do  nothing  but  talk  of  what  a  charming 
hufband  he  makes.  But  then,  he  gives 
an  example  to  all  who  know  him,  and 
his  uncontrollable  temper,  (which  makes 
againft  many  of  us)  that  it  is  poflible  for 
a  good  wife  to  make  even  a  bad  man  a 
worthy  rmlband:  and  this  affords  an  in- 
ftruclion,  which  may  ftand  all  our  fex  in 
good  ftead.— -But  then  they  mult  have 
been  cautious  firft,  that  they  have  chofen 
a  man  of  natural  good  fenfe,  and  good 
manners,  and  not  a  brutal  or  abandoned 
debauchee. 

But'hark-ye-rne,  my  fweet  girl,  what 
have  I  done  to  you,  that  you  won't  write 
yourftlfyfykr  to  me  ?  I  cc-uid  find  In  my 
heart"  to  be  angry  with  you  on  this  ac- 
count. Before  my  laft  vifit,  indeed,  I 
was  fcrupuUu$  te  fvbfcribe  myfelf  fa 


to  you.  But  fince  I  have  feen  myfelf 
fo  much  furpafled  in  all  manner  of  excel- 
lence, that  I  would  take  pleafure  in  the 
name,  you  affume  a  pride  in  your  turn, 
and  think  it  an  undervaluing  of  yourfelf, 
J  fuppofe,  to  call  me  fo — Ay,  that's  the 
thing,  I  doubt — Although,  I  can  tell 
you,  I  have  endeavoured  by  feveral  re- 
gulations imce  my  return,  (and  the 
countefs,  too,  keeps  your  example  in  dif- 
tant  view,  as  well  as  I)  to  be  more  worthy 
of  the  appellation.  If,  therefore,  you 
would  avoid  the  reproaches  of  fecret 
pride,  under  the  ihadow  of  fo  remarkable 
an  humility,  for  the  future  never  omit 
fubfcribing  as  I  do,  with  great  pleafure, 
jour  truly  qfftftionattjljler  and  friend, 
B.  DAVERS, 

I  always  take  k  for  granted,  that  my 
worthy  brother  fends  his  refpecls  to 
us;  as  you  muft,  that  Lord  Davers,  the 
Countefs  of  C.  and  Jackey,  (who,  as 
well  as  his  uncle,  talks  of  nothing  elfe 
but  you)  fends  theirs;  and  fo  un- 
neceflary  compliment  will  be  always 
excluded  our  coneipondence. 


LETTER    VII. 

IN  ANSWER  TO  THE  PRECEDING. 

HO  W  you  overwhelm  me  with  your 
goodnefs,  my  deareft  lady,  in  every 
word  of  your  laft  welcome  letter,  is  be- 
yond my  power  to  exprefs !  How  nobly 
has  your  ladyfhip  contrived,  in  your  ever 
valued  prefent,  to  encourage  a  doubting 
and  apprehenfive  mind!  And  how  does  it 
contribute  to  my  joy  and  my  glory,  that  I 
am  deemed  by  the  noble  lifter  of  my  beft- 
beloved,  not  wholly  unworthy  of  being 
the  humble  means  to  continue,  and,  per- 
haps, to  perpetuate,  a  family  fo  ancient 
and  fo  honourable! 

This,  Madam,  when  I  contemplate, 
and  look  upon  what  Pwas — What  can  I 
fay ! — How  fhall-  I  exprefs  the  fenfe  of 
the  honour  done  me! — And  when, 
Ikipping  over  for  a  few  moments,  the 
other  engaging  particulars  in  your  lady- 
fhip's  letter,  I  come  to  the  laft  charming 
paragraph,  I  am  doubly  affe6led  to  lee 
myfelf  feemingly  upbraided,  but  fo  po- 
litely emboldened  to  affume  an  appella- 
tion, that  otherwife  I  hardly  dared  to 
affume. 

\ — humble  I—  who  never  had  a  filter 
before-—* 
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before— To  find  one  now  in  Lady  DA- 
VERS  !  O  Madam,  you,  and  only  you, 
can  teach  me  words  fit  to  exprefs  the  joy 
and  the  gratitude  that  filled  my  delight- 
ed heart! — But  thus  much  I  am  taught, 
and  thus  much  I  can  fay,  though  at  a 
lofs  for  other  words,  that  there  is  ibme- 
tbing  more  than  the  low-born  can  ima- 
gine in  birth  and  education.  This  is  fo 
evident  in  your  ladyfhip's  actions,  words, 
and  manner,  that  it  ftrikes  one  with  a 
becoming  reverence;  and  we  look  up 
with  awe  to  a  condition  we  emulate  in 
rain,  when  raifed  by  partial  favour,  like 
what  I  have  found ;  and  are  confounded 
when  we  fee  grandeur  of  foul  joined  with 
grandeur  of  birth  and  condition ;  and  a 
noble  lady  acting  thus  nobly,  as  Lady 
Pavers  acts. 

My  beft  wifhes,  and  a  thoufand  blef- 
(Ings,  attend  your  ladyfhip  in  all  you 
undertake  !  And  I  am  perfuaded  the  lat- 
ter will,  and  a  peace  and  fatisfaction  of 
mind  incomparably  to  be  preferred  to 
•whatever  elfe  thU  world  can  afford,  in 
the  new  regulations,  which  you,  and  my 
c?csr  lady  countefs,  have  fet  on  foot  in 
vou  families  :  and  when  I  can  have  the 
hippinefs  to  know  what  they  are,  I  (hall, 
I  am  confident,  greatly  improve  my  own 
methods  by  them. 

Were  we  to  live  for  ever  in  this  life, 
we  might  becarelefs  and  indifferent  about 
thefe  matters;  but  when  fuch  an  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  time,  and  fuch  a  certain- 
ty as  to  the  event  is  before  us,  a  prudent 
mind  will  be  always  preparing,  'till  pre- 
pared ;  and  what  can  be  a  better  prepa- 
rative, than  charitable  actions  to  our  fel- 
low-creatures in  the  eye  of  that  Ma- 
jefty,  which  wants  nothing  of  us  himfelf, 
frot  to  do  jult  and  merciful  things  to  one 
another  ? 

Pardon  me,  my  deareft  lady,  for  this 
my  free  ftyle.  Methinks  I  am  out  of 
myfelf ;  I  know  not  how  to  defcend  all 
at  once  from  the  height  to  which  you  have 
raifed  me :  and  you  muft  forgive  the  re- 
jections to  which  you  yourfeff,  and  your 
own  noble  actions,  have  given  birth. 

Here,  having  taken  refpite  a  little,  I 
find  I  naturally  enough  link  into  body 
again.— And  will  not  your  ladymip 
confine  your  expectations  from  me  with- 
in narrower  limits  ? — I  hope  you  will. — 
For,  O  my  excellent  lady,  I  cannot  even 
with  my  wifhes,  fo  fwiftly  follow  your 
expectations,  if  fuch  they  are !  But,  how- 
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ever,  leaving  futurity  to  HIM,  who  only 
governs  futurity,  and  who  conducts  us 
all,  and  our  affairs,  as  mail  beft  anfwer 
his  own  divine  purpofes,  I  will  proceed 
as  well  as  I  can,  to  obey  your  ladymip 
in  thofe  articles,  which  are,  at  prefent, 
more  within  my  own  power. 

My  dear  Mils  Damford,  then,  let  me 
acqjjpint  your  ladymip,  arrived  here  on 
Thurfday  lart :  me  had  given  us  notice, 
by  a  line,  of  the  day  me  fet  out  ;  and 
Sir  Simon  and  Lady  Darnford  faw  her 
ten  miles  on  the  way  to  the  ftage-coach 
in  Sir  Simon's  coach,  Mr.  Murray  at- 
tending her  on  horfeback.  They  part- 
ed with  her,  as  was  eafy  to  guefs  from 
her  merit,  with  great  tendernefs  ;  and  we 
are  to  look  upon  the  vifit  (as  we  do)  at 
a  high  favour  from  her  papa  and  mam- 
ma ;  who,  however,  charge  her  not  to 
exceed  a  month  in  and  out,  which  I  re- 
gret much .  Mr.  B .  kindly  propofed  to 
me,  as  fhe  came  in  the  ftage-coach,  at- 
tended with  one  maid-fervant,  to  meet 
her  part  of  the  way  in  his  coach  and  fixj 
if,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  it  would  not 
be  too  fatiguing  to  me;  and  we  would 
go  fo  early,  as  to  dine  at  St.  Albans.  I 
gladly  confented,  and  we  got  thither 
about  one  o'clock;  and  while  dinner  was 
preparing,  he  was  pleafed  to  mew  me  the 
great  church  there,  and  the  curious  vault 
of  the  good  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  alfe 
the  monument  of  the  great  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Bacon  in  St.  Michael's  church  ; 
all  which,  no  doubt,  your  ladyfhip  has 
feen. 

There  happened  to  be  fix  paffengers 
in  the  Itage- coach,  including  Mils  Darn- 
ford  and  her  maid,  and  the  dear  young 
lady  was  exceeding  glad  to  be  relieved 
from  them,  though  the  weather  was  cold 
enough,  two  of  the  paffengers  being  not 
very  agreeable  company,  one  a  rough 
military  man,  the  other  a  pofitive  hu- 
mourlbme  old  gentlewoman;  and  the 
other  two,  not  fuch  as  fhe  had  reafon  to 
be  loth  to  part  with ;  two  fitters — *  Who 
'  jangled  now-and-then,*  faid  fhe,  '  as 
'  much  as  my  filler,  and  my  fifter'sj^r,* 

Your  ladymip  will  judge  how  joyful 
this  meeting  was  to  us  both.  Mr.B.  was 
no  lefs  delighted,  and  faid,  he  was  in- 
finitely obliged  to  Sir  Simon  for  this  pre- 
cious truft. 

*  I  come  with  double  pleafure,'  faid 
me,  *  to  fee  the  greateft  curiofity  in  Eng- 

*  land,  a  hufband  and  a  wife,  who  have 

*  notj  in  fo  many  months  that  you  have 

' 
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«  been  married,  if  I  may  believe  report, 
«  and  your  letters,  Mrs.  B.  once  re- 
(  pented," 

'  You  are  fevere,  Mifs  Darnford,' 
replied  Mr.  B.  *  upon  people  in  the  mar- 
ried ftate:  I  hope  there  are  many  fuch 
<  inftances." 

«  There  might,'  returned  ihe, l  if  there 
1  were  more  iuch  huibands  as  IVkfcB. 
;  makes. — I  hated  you  once,  aflU  I 

*  thought  you  very  wicked  j  but  I  revere 

*  you  now.' 

*  If  you  will  revere  any  body,  my 
«  dear  Mifs  Darnford,'  faid  he,  *  let  it 
'  be  this  good  girl ;  for  it  is  all  owing 
4  to  her  condu&  and  difcretion,  that  I 
'  make  a  tolerable  huiband  :  were  there 

*  more  fuch  wives,  I  am  perfuaded,  there 

*  would  be  more  fuch  hufbands  than 

*  there  are.'  . 

1  You  fee,  my  dear,'  faid  I,  *  what 

*  it  is  to  be  wedded  to  a  generous  man. 

*  Mr.  B.  by  his  noble  treatment  of  me, 

*  creates  a  merit  in  me,  and  difclaims 

*  the  natural  tffecls  of  his  own  good- 
«   nefs.' 

*  Well,  you're  a  charming  couple — 

*  Perfon  and  mind,  I  know  not  any  equal 

*  either  of  you  have. — But,  Mr.  3«  I 
«  will  not  compliment  you  too  highly. 
«  —I  may  make  you  proud,  for  men  are 
'  fancy  creatures  j  but  I  cannot  make 
'  your  lady  fo  :  and  in  this  doubt  of  the 

*  one,  and  confidence  in  the  other,  I  muft 
'  join  with  you,  that  her  merit  is  the 
'  greateft— Since,  excufe  me,  Sir,  her 

*  example  has  reformed  her  rake  j  and 

*  you  have  only  confirmed  in  her  the 

*  virtues  you  found  ready  formed  to  your 
«  hand.1 

"  is 


<M 
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That  diftinftion,'  faid  Mr.  B.  « 
worthy  of  Mifs  Darnford's  judgment.' 
"  ly  deareftMifsDarnford— my  dear- 
Mr.  B.'  faid  I,  laying  my  hand 
upon  the  hand  of  each,  '  how  can  you 
'  go  on  thus ! — As  I  look  upon  every 
'  kind  thing,  two  fuch  dear  friends  fay 
'  of  me,  as  incentives  for  me  to  endea- 
'  vour  to  deferve  it,  you  muft  not  talk 
'  me  too  high  j  for  then,  inftead  of  en- 
'  couraging,  you'll  make  medefpair.' 

Mr.  B.  clafped  us  both  in  his  arms, 
and  faluted  each — and  called  us  his  two 
nonpareils. 

He  led  us  into  the  coach;  and  in  a  free, 
eafy,  joyful  manner,  not  in  the  leaft  tired 
or  fatigued,  did  we  reach  the  town  and 
Mr.  B.'shoufcj  with  which,  and  it's  fur- 
niture, and  the  apartments  allotted  for 
her,  my  dear  friend  is  highly  pleated. 


But  the  dear  lady  pxit  me  into  fotnc 
little  confufion,  when  me  law  me  mil, 
taking  notice  of  my  improvements,  as  (he 
called  them,  before  Mr.  B.  I  looked  at 
him,  and  looked  at  her  with  a  down-calt 
eye.  He  fmiled  at  her,  and  laid — 

*  Would  you,  my  good  MifsDarnfarii, 
<  look  Ib  filly,  after  fuch  a  length  o£ 
'  time,  with  a  hufband  you  had  no  occa- 

*  (ion  to  be  afhamed  of  ?" 

a.'  No,  indeed,  Sir,  not  I,  I'll  affure  you, 
""nor  will  I  forgive  thofe  maiden  airs  in 

*  a  wife  fo  happy  as  you  are.' 

I  faid  nothing.  But  I  wifhed  myfej£ 
in  mind  and  behaviour,  to  be  juft  what 
Mils  Darnford  is. 

But,  my  dear  lady,  Mifs  Darnford  has 
had  thofe  early  advantages  from  conver- 
fation,  which  I  had  not;  and  fo  muli 
never  expect  to  know  how  to  deport  my- 
felf  with  that  modeft  freedom  and  eafe, 
which  I  know  I  want,  and  mall  always 
want,  although  fome  of  my  partial  fa- 
vourers think  I  do  not.  For,  I  am  every- 
day more  and  more  fenfible  of  the  great 
difference  there  is  between  being  ufed  to 
the  politeft  converfation  as  an  inferior, 
and  being  born  to  bear  a  part  in  it :  ia 
the  one,  all  is  fet,  ftifF,  aukward,amlthe 
perfon  juft  fuch  an  ape  of  imitation  as 
poor  I.  In  the  other,  all  is  natural  eaie 
and  fweetnefs— like  Mifs  Darnford. 

Knowing  this,  I  don't  indeed  aim  at 
what  I  am  fenfible  I  cannot  attain  $  an<i 
fo,  I  hope,  am  lefs  expofed  to  cenfure 
than  I  ihould  be  if  I  did.  For,  I  hav« 
heard  Mr.  B.  obferve  with  regard  to  gen- 
tlemen who  build  fine  houfes,  and  make 
fine  gardens,  and  open  fine  profpecls,  that 
art  mould  never  take  place  of,  but  be 
fubfervient  to,  nature;  and  a  gentleman, 
if  he  is  confined  to  a  iituation,  had  better 
conform  his  defigns  to  that,  than  to  do 
as  at  Chatfworth  was  done,  that  is  to  fay, 
level  a  mountain  at  a  monftrous  expencej 
which,  had  it  been  fuffered  to  remain,  in 
fo  wild  and  romantick  a  fcene  as  Chatf- 
worth affords,  might  have  been  made  one 
of  the  greateft  beauties  of  the  place. 

So  I,  Madam,  think  1  had  better  en- 
deavour to  make  the  beftof  thofe  natural 
defefts  I  cannot  mafter,  than,  byafium- 
ing  airs  and  dignities  in  appearance,  to 
which  I  was  not  born,  acl  neither  part 
tolerably.  By  this  means,  inftead  or" 
being  thought  neither  gentlewoman  nor 
ruftick,  as  Sir  Jacob  hinted,  (linfey- 
•vuolfey,  I  think,  was  bis  term  too)  I 
may  be  looked  upon  as  an  original  in 
my  way;  and  all  originals  pafs  mufter 

well 


PAMELA. 


well  enough,  you  know,  Madam,  even 
with  judges. 

Now  I  am  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  can 
form  to  myfelf,  if  your  ladylhip  will  ex - 
cufe  me,  two  fuch  polite  gentlemen,  as 
my  lawyers,  mentioned  in  my  former, 
who,  with  a  true  London  magnanimity 
and  penetration,  (for,  Madam,  I  fancy 
your  London  criticks  will  be  the  feverelfc 
upon  the  country  girl)  will  put  on  migh- 
ty fignificant  looks,  forgetting,  it  mj^ 
be,  that  they  have  any  faults  themfelves, 
and  apprehending  that  they  have  nothing 
to  do,  but  to  fit  in  judgment  upon  others, 
one  of  them  exprefling  himielf  after  this 
manner — « Why,  truly,  Jack,  the  girl  is 

*  well  enough — conJtderh:g——\  can't 

*  fay — *  (then  a  pinch  of  fnuff,  perhaps, 
adds  importance  to  his  air)  '  but  a  man 

*  might  love  her  for  a  month  or  two.* 
(Thefc  fparks  talked  in  this  manner  of 
other  ladies  before  me) — '  She  behaves 
'  better  than  I  expected  from  her—  con- 

*  fidering—"  again  will  follow —  '  So  I 
'*  think,' cries  the  other;  and  tofles  his 
tye  behind  him,  with  an  air  partly  of 
contempt,  and  partly  of  rakery.— '  As 

*  you  fay,  Jemmy,  I  expected  to  find  an 

*  aukward  country  girl,  but  me  tops  her 
c  part,  I'll  afore  you  ! — Nay,  for  that 

*  matter, behaves  very  tolerably  for  what 
'  Jbe  was-*- And  is  right,  nottofeem  de- 

*  firous  to  drown  the  remembrance  of 

*  her  original  in  her  elevation— And,  I 

*  can't  but  fay,'  (for  fomething  like  it 
they  did  fay)  *  is  mighty  pretty,  and 

*  paflably  genteel.'  And  thus,  with  their 
poor  praife  of  Mr.  B.'s  girl,  they  think 
they  have  made  a  fine  compliment  to  his 
judgment. 

But  for  his  fake,  (for  as  to  my  own,  I 
am  not  felicitous  about  fuch  gentlemens 
good  opinions)  I  Owe  them  a  fpite;  and 
believe,  I  ftiall  find  an  opportunity  to 
come  out  of  their  debt.  For  I  have  the 
vanity  to  think,  now  your  lady/hip  has 
made  me  proud  by  your  kind  encourage- 
ments and  approbation,  that  the  coun- 
try girl  will  make  'em  look  about  them, 
with  all  their  genteel  contempts,  which 
they  mifcall  praife. 

But  how  I  run  on !  Your  ladyfhip  ex- 
Jpecls  that  I  mould  write  as  freely  to  you, 
as  I  ufed  to  do  to  my  parents.  I  have 
the  merit  of  obeying  you,  that  I  have  j 
but,  I  doubt,  too  much  to  the  exerciie 
of  your  patience. 

Thib  (like  all  mine)  is  a  long  letter; 
and  I  will  only  add  to  it  Mifs  Darnford's 


humble  refpecls  and  thanks  for  you* 
ladymip's  kind  mention  of  her,  which 
Ihe  receives  as  no  fmall  honour. 

And  now,  Madam,  with  a  greater 
pleafure  than  I  can  exprefs,  will  I  make 
ufe  of  the  liberty  your  ladymip  fo  kindly 
allows  me  to  take,  of  fubfcribing  myfelf, 
with  that  profound  refpeft  which  becomes 
metyour  lady/hip's  mojt  obliged  Jiflef, 
and  obedient  fervant, 

P.B. 

Mr.  Adams,  Mr.Longman,  and  Mrs . 
Jervis,  are  juft  arrived  j  and  our 
houfehold  is  now  complete. 


LETTER    VIII. 

FROM  LADY  DAVERS  TO  MRS.  B. 

MY   DEAR    PAMELA, 

/I  F  T  E  R I  ha  ve  thanked  you  for  your 
X*Y.  laft  agreeable  letter, which  has  adxl^- 
ed  the  Earl  and  Lady  Jenny  to  the  num- 
ber of  your  admirers,  (you  know  Lady 
Betty,  her  lifter,  was  fo  before)  I  mall 
tell  you,  that  I  now  write,  at  all  their  re- 
quefts,  as  well  as  at  thole  of  my  Lord 
Davers,  the  Countefs  you  fo  dearly  love, 
and  Lady  Betty,  for  your  decifion  of  an 
odd  difpute,  that,  on  reading  your  letter, 
and  talking  of  your  domeftic  excellencies, 
happened  among  us. 

Lady  Betty  would  have  it,  that  not- 
withftanding  any  aukwardefs  which  you 
attribute  to  yourfelf,  me  cannot  but  de- 
cide, by  all  me  has  feen  of  your  writings, 
and  has  heard  us  fay,  that  yours  is  the 
perfefteil  character  (he  ever  heard  or  read 
of,  in  the  fex. 

The  countefs  faid,  that  you  wrong 
yourfelf,  in  fuppofing,  that  you  are  not 
every  thing  that  is  polite  and  genteel,  as 
well  in  your  behaviour,  as  in  your  per- 
fon  ;  and  that  me  knows  not  any  lady  in 
England  who  better  becomes  her  ftation 
than  you  do. 

'  Why    then,*    faid    Lady    Jenny, 

*  Mrs.  B.  muft  be  quite pei feel;  that's 

*  certain/  So  faid  the  earl;  fo  faid  they 
all.     And  Lord  Davers  confirmed,  that 
you  were.     And  Jackey/w/'or*  to  it. 

Yet,  as  we  are  fure,  there  cannot  be 
fuch  n  character  in  this  life  as  has  not 
one  fault,although  we  could  not  tell  wlpere 
to  fix  it,  the  countefs  made  a  whimfical 
motion  :  £  Lady  Davers,'  faid  (he,  *  pray 

*  do  you  write  to  Mrs,  B,  and  acquaint 

«  Iter 
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her  with  ov.r  fubjeft ;  and  as  it  is  im- 
poflible,  that  one  who  can  act  as  fhe 
does,  fliould  not  know  herfelf  better 
than  any  body  elie  can  do,  delireherto 
acquaint  us  with  fome  of  thofe  lecret 
foibles,  that  leave  room  for  her  to  be 
ftill  more  perfect.' 

*  A  good  thought!'  faid  I:  '  A  good 
*  thought1.'  faid  they  all.  And  this  is 
the  prefent  occafion  of  my  writing ;  and 
pray  fee  that  you  accufe  yourfelf  of  no 
more  than  you  know  yourfelf  guilty :  for 
over-modefty  borders  nearly  on  pride,and 
too  liberal  felf-accufations  are  generally 
hut  fo  many  traps  for  acquittal  with  ap- 
plaufe j  fo  that  (whatever  other  ladies 
might)  you  will  not  be  forgiven,  if  you 
deal  with  us  in  a  way  fo  poorly  artful:  let 
your  faults,  therefore,  be  fuch,  as  you 
think  we  can  fubfcribe  to,  from  what  we 
liavefeen  ofj'oa,  and  what  we  have  read 
of  yours  ;  and  you  muft  try  to  extenuate 
them  too,  as  you  give  them,  left  we  fhould 
think  you  above  that  nature,  which,  in 
the  befi  cafes,  is  your  undoubted  talent. 
I  congratulate  you  and  MifsDarnford, 
on  her  arrival  :•  me  is  a  charming  young 
lady ;  but  tell  her,  that  we  mail  not  allow 
"her  to  take  you  at  your  word,  and  to 
think,  that  (lie  exce'ls  you  in  any  one 
thing  :  only,  indeed,  we  think  you  nicer 
in  ibrae  points  than  you  need  to  be,  as 
to  your  prefent  agreeable  circumllance. 
And  yet,  let  me  tell  you,  that  the  eafy 
and  unaffected  conjugal  purity,  in  word 
and  behaviour,  between  your  good  man 
and  you,  is  worthy  of  imitation,  and 
what  the  counteis  and  I  have  with  plea- 
fuse  contemplated  lince  we  left  you,  an 
hundred  times,  and  admire  in  you  both : 
and  'tis  good  policy  too,  child,  as  well 
as  high  decorum ;  for  it  is  what  will  make 
you  ever  new  and  refpectful  to  one  an- 
other. 

Butj3«  have  the  honour  of  it  all,  whofe 
fweet,  natural,  and  eafy  modefty,  in  per- 
fon,  behaviour,  and  converfation,  forbid 
indecency,  even  in  thought,  much  more 
in  word,  to  approach  you ;  infomuch  that 
no  rakes  can  be  rakes  in  your  prefence, 
and  yet  they  hardly  know  to  whart  they 
owe  their  reftraint. 

However,  as  people  who  fee  you  at 
this  time,  will  take  it  for  granted,  that 
you  and  Mr.  B.  have  been  very  intimate 
together,  I  fliould  think  you  need  not 
be  afhamed  of  your  appearance,  becaufe, 
as  he  rightly  obferves,you  have  no  reafon 
tQ  be  aflumed  of  your  hufband. 


Excufe  my  pleafantry,  my  dear :  and 
anfwer  our  demand  upon  you,  as  foon  as 
you  can  ;  which  will  oblige  u*  all  \  par- 
tic  \jk&\y  your  affe£li<jnatefijlert 

B.  DAVERS. 


w 


LETTER    IX. 

MY  DEAREST  IADY, 

HAT  a  tafk  have  yon  impofed 
upon  me !  And,  according  to 
the  terms  you  annex  to  it,  how  fliall  I 
acquit  m)  ielf  of  it,  without  incurring 
the  cenfure  of  affectation,  if  I  freely  ac- 
cufe myfelf  as  I  may  deferve,  or  of  va- 
nity, if  I  do  not  ?  Indeed,  Madam,  I  have 
a  great  many  failings  5  and  you  don't 
know  the  pain  it  cods  me  to  keep  them 
under;  not  fo  much  for  fear  the  world 
fliould  fee  them,  for  I  blefs  GOD,  I  can 
hope  they  are  not  capital,  as  for  tear  they 
fliould  become  capital,  if  I  were  to  let 
them  grow  upon  me. 

And  this,  furely,  I  need  not  have  tok{ 
your  ladyJhip,  and  the  Counters  of  C. 
who  have  read  my  papers,  and  feen.  my 
behaviour  in  the  kind  vilit  you  made  to 
your  dear  brother,  and  had  from  both 
but  too  much  reafon  to  cenfure  me,  did 
not  your  generous  and  partial  favour 
make  you  overlook  my  greater  failings, 
and  pals  under  a  kinder  name  many  of 
my  IcfTer  :  for,  furely,  my  good  Indies* 
you  mull  both  of  you  have  obferved,  in 
what  you  have  read  and  feen,  that  I  am 
naturally  of  a  faucy  temper  :  and  with, 
all  my  appearing  meeknefs  and  humility, 
can  relent,  and  fting  too,  when  I  think 
my  feif  provoked. 

I  have  alfo  difcovered  in  myfelf,  on 
many  occaiions,  (of  fomeof  which  I  will 
by-and-by  remind  your  ladyfhip)  a  ma- 
lignancy of  heart,  that,  it  is  true,  lafts 
but  a  little  while — nor  had  it  need — but 
for  which  I  have  often  called  myfelf  to 
account — -to  very  little purpofe,  hitherto. 

And,  indeed,  Madam,  (now  for  a 
little  extenuation,  as  you  expect  from 
me)  I  have  fome  difficulty,  whether  I 
ought  to  take  much  pains  to  fubdue  my- 
felf in  fome  inftances,  in  the  ftation  to 
which  I  am  railed,  that  otherwiie  it 
would  have  become  me  to  attempt  to  do  ; 
for  it  is  no  eafy  talk,  for  a  perfon  in  my 
circumftances,  to  diftinguifli  between  the 
ought  and  the  ought  not  $  to  be  humble 
without  meannefs,  and  decent  withoxit 
5  P  arrogance, 
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arrogance.  And  let  me  add,  that  if  all 
peffons  thought  as  ju-ftly  as  I  flatter  my- 
felf  I  do,  of  the  inconveniencies,  as  well 
as  conveniences,  which  attend  their  be- 
ing railed  to  a  condition  above  them,  they 
would  not  imagine  all  the  world  was  their 
own,  when  they  came  to  be  diftinguifh- 
ed  as  I  have  been  :  for,  what  with  the 
contempts  of  fuperior  relations  on  one 
fide,  (which  all  fuch  muft  undergo  at 
firft)  the  envy  of  the  world,  and  low  re- 
flections- arifmg  from  that  envy,  on  the 
other,  from  which  no  one  muft  hope  to 
be  totally  exempted,  and  the  aukward- 
riefs,  'beiides,  with  which  they  fupport 
their  elevated  condition,  if  they  have  fenfe 
to  judge  of  their  own  imperfections; 
and  if  the  gentleman  be  not  fuch  an  one 
as  mine1 — (and  where  will  fuch  another 
be  found?)— On  all  thefe  accounts,  I 
fay,  they  will  be  made  fenfible,  that, 
whatever  they  might  once  think,  happi- 
nefs'  and  an  high  eftate  are  two  very  dif- 
ferent things. 

But  I  mall  be  too  grave,  when  your 
iaclyfhip,  and  all  my 'kind  and  noble 
friends,  expecl>  perhaps,  I  fhould  give 
the  uncommon  i'ubjeft  a  pleafanter  air : 
yet  what  muft  that  mind  be,  that  is  not 
fen  on  s,  when  it  is  obliged  to  recollecT:, 
and  give  account  of,  it's  defects  ? 

But  I  muft  not  only  accufe  myfelf,  it 
I  muft  give  proofs,  fueh  as  your 
ludyfhip'can  fubferibe  to,  of  iny  irriper- 
ff;51ions.  There  is  fo  much  real  kind- 
nefs  in  tlnsfeemiug  hardftjip,  that  I  will 
obey  you,  Madam,  a'nd  produce  proofs 
in  a  moment,  which  cannot  be  contro- 
verted. 

As  to  myfaucittefj)  thofe  papers  will 
give  an  hundred  inftances  againft  me, 
as  well  to  your  dear  brother,  as  to  others. 
Indeed,  to  extenuate/as  you  .command 
•me,  asl  go  along,  thefe  weremoftlyvvhen 
I  was  appreheriivve  for  my  honour,  that 
they  were. 

And  then,  my  dear  lady,  I  have  a  little 
tin£hir£  of'jealoujy,  which  fometimes 
Has"  made  me  more  uneafy  tlian  I  ougkt 
tp  be,  as  the  papers  you  have  not  feen 
would  have  demonftrated,  particularly  in 
Mifs  Godfrey's  cafe*,  and  in  my  con- 
verfation  with  your  ladyfliips,  in  which 
I  have  frequently  betrayed  my  apprehen- 
fions  of  what  might  happen  when  we 
came  to  London :  yet,  to  extenuate  again, 
I  have  examined  myielf  very  ftri&ly  on 


this  head  ;  and  I  really  tliink,  that  I  cam 
afciibe  a  great  part  of  this  jealoufy  to 
laudable  motives ;  no  lets  than  tothe  con- 
cern I  have  for  your  dear  brother's  fu- 
ture happinefs,  in  the  hope,  that  I  may 
be  a  humble  means  in  the  hands  of  Pro- 
vidence, to  induce  him  to  abhor  thofe 
crimes  of  which  young  gentlemen  too 
often  are  guilty,  and  to  bring  him  over 
to  the  practice  of  thofe  virtues,  in  which 
he  will  for  ever  have  caufe  to  rejoice.-— 
Yet,  my  lady,  fome  other  parts  of  the 
charge  muft  ftand  againft  me ;  for,  as, 
to  be  fure,  I  love  his  perfon,  as  well  as 
his  mind;  I  have  pride  in  my  jealoufy, 
that  would  not  permit  me,  I  verily  think, 
to  fupport  myfelf  as  I  ought,  nnder  the 
trial  of  a  competition,  in  this  tender,  veiy 
tender  point. 

And  this  obliges  me  to  own,  that  I 
have  a  little  fpai  k — not  a  little  one,  per- 
haps— offecret  pride  and  ^jarAty,  that 
will  ai  iie,  now-and-then,  on  the  honours 
done  me;  but  which  I  keep  under  as 
much  as  I  can  :  "and  to  this  pride,  let  me 
tell  your  ladyfhip,  I  know  no  one  con- 
tributes, or  can  contribute,  more  largely 
than  yourfelf. 

So  you  fee,  my  dear  lady,  what  a 
naughty  heart  I  have,  and  how  far  I  am 
fiom  being  a  faultless  creature — I  hope 
I  (hall  be  better  and  better,  however,  as 
I  live  longer,  .and  have  more  grace,  and 
more  wit :  for  here,  to  recapitulate  my 
faults,  is,  in  the  firft  place,  <vindi£licue- 
xefs,  I  will  not  call  it  downright  revenge, 
that  I  will  not — For,  as  the  poet  fays — 

Revenge  is  but  a  frailty,  incident 
Tocraz'd  and  fickly  minds ;  the  poor  con- 
tent 

Of  little  fouls,  unable  to  furmount 
An  injury,  too  weak  to  bear  affront* 

And  I  would  not  be  thought  to  have  a 
little  mind,  becaufe  I  know  I  would  hot 
do  a  little  thing.  Winditfi<venefs,  then, 
let  it  ftand,  though  that's  a  harfh  word 
toaccuie'one's  felf  of — 'jealoufy-— Secret 
Pride— Vanity— *  which  I  cannot,  for  my 
life,  keep  totally  under— O  dear  Madam, 
are  not  here  faults  enow,  without  naming 
any  more  ?— And,  how  much  room  do 
all  thefe  leave  for  amendment,  and  greater 
perfection  ? 

Had  your  ladymip,  and  my  lady  coun- 
tefs,  favoured  iis  Longer,  in  your  late 
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kindvifit,  ithad  been  impofiible  but  I  muft 
have  fo  improved,  by  your  charming  con- 
verfations,  and  by  that  natural  eafe  and 
dignity  whick  accompany  every  thing 
your  ladyfhips  do  and  fay,  as  to  have 
c;ot  over  fuch  of  thefe  foibles  as  are  not 
rooted  in  nature  :  till  in  time  I  had  been 
able  to  do  more  than  emulate  thole  per- 
fections, which,  at  prefent,  I  can  only  at 
an  awful  diltance  revere  ;  as  becomes, 
my  dear  ladies, your  mofl  humble  admit" - 
tr,  and  oblige dfer<v ant. 


LETTER    X. 

FROM  MISS  DARNFORD  TO  HER  FA- 
THER AND  MOTHER. 

MY   EVER-HONOURED   PAPA   AND 
M  A  M  M  A  , 

I  Arrived  fafely  in  London  on  Thurf- 
day,  after  a  tolerable  journey,  con- 
fidering  Deb  and  I  made  fix  in  the  coach, 
(two  having  been  taken  up  on  the  way, 
after  you  left  me)  and  none  of  the  fix 
highly  agreeable.  Mr.  B.  and  his  lady, 
who  looks  very  (lately  upon  us,  (from 
the  circumftance  of  perfon,  rather  than 
of  mindt  however)  were  fo  good  as  to 
meet  me  at  St.  Albans,  in  their  coach 
and  fix.  They  have  a  fine  houfe  here, 
richly  fu mimed  in  every  part,  and  have 
allotted  me  the  beft  apartment  in  it. 

We  are  happy  beyond  expreflion :  Mr. 
B.  is  a  charming  hufband;  fo  eafy,  fo 
pleaied  with,  and  fo  tender  of  his  lady; 
and  me  fo  much  all  that  we  faw  her  in 
the  country,  as  to  hnmility  and  affabi- 
lity, and  improved  in  every  thing  elfe, 
which  we  hardly  thought  poflihle  me 
could  be — that  I  never  knew  fo  happy  a 
matrimony. — All  that  pre rogati*vejau- 
cinefst  which  we  apprehended  would  fo 
eminently  difplay  itfelf  in  his  behaviour 
to  his  wife,  had  me  been  ever  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  by  birth  and  fortune,  is  vanilhed, 
and  no  traces  of  it  feem  to^  be  left .  I 
did  not  think  it  was  in  the  power  of  an 
angel,  if  our  fex  could  have  produced 
one,  to  have  made  fo  tender  and  fo  fond 
a  hufband  of  Mr.  B.  as  he  makes.  And 
mould  I  have  the  fenfe  to  follow  Mrs. 
B.'s  example,  if  ever  I  marry,  I  fhoulcl 
not  defpair  of  making  myfelf  happy,  let 
it  be  to  whom  it  would,  provided  he  was 
'not  a  brute,  nor  fordid  in  his  temper  ; 
which  two  characters  are  loo  obvious  to 
be  concealed,  if  perfons  take  due  care, 


and  make  proper  enquiries,  and  if  they 
are  not  led  by  blind  paflion.  May  Mr, 
Murray  and  Mils  Nancy  make  juft  fuch- 
a  happy  pair ! 

You  commanded  me,  my  honoured 
mamma,  to  write  to  you  an  account  of 
every  thing  that  pleafed  me — I  faid  I 
would  :  but  what  a  taflc  mould  I  then 
have  i — I  did  not  think  I  had  undertaker! 
to  write  volumes. — You  muft  therefore 
allow  me  to  be  more  brief  than  I  had  in- 
tended. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  would  take  up  five 
or  fix  long  letters  to  do  juftice  to  the 
ceconomy  obierved  in  this  happy  family. 
You  know  that  Mrs.  1>.  has  not  changed 
one  of  the  fervants  of  the  family,  and 
only  added  her  Polly  to  the  number. 
This  is  an  unexampled  thing,  efpecially 
as  they  were  all  h$r  fellow  fervanis,  as 
we  may  fay  :  but  fuice  they  have  the 
fenfe  to  admire  fo  good  an  example,  and 
are  proud  to  follow  it,  each  to  his  and 
her  power,  I  think  it  one  of  her  peculiar 
felicities  to  have  continued  them,  and  to 
choofe  to  reform  fuch  as  were  exception- 
able, rather  than  difmifs  them. 

Their  mouths,  Deb  tells  me,  are  con- 
tinually full  of  their  lady's  praifes,  and 
prayers,  and  bleflings,  uttered  with  fuch 
delight  and  fervour  for  the  happy  pair^ 
that  it  makes  her  eyes,  fhefays,  ready  to 
run  over  to  hear  them. 

Moreover,  I  think  it  an  extraordinaiy 
piece  of  policy  (whether  defigned  or  not) 
to  keep  them,  as  they  were  hone  ft  and 
worthy  folks ;  for  had  Ihe  turned'  them 
all  off,  what  had  me  done  but  made  as 
many  enemies  as  fhe  had  difcarded  fer- 
vants ;  and  as  many  more  as  thofe  had 
friends  and  acquaintance  ?  And  we  all 
know,  how  much  the  reputation  of  fa- 
milies lies  at  the  mercy  of  fervants  j  and 
it  is  eafy  to  guefs  to  what  caufe  each 
woxild  have  imputed  his  or  her  difinif- 
iion.  And  fo  me  has'  efcaped,  as  fhe 
ought  to  efcape,  the  cenfure  of  pride; 
and  has  made  every  one,  initead  of  re- 
proaching her  with  herdefcent,  find  thofc 
graces  in  her,  which  turn'that  very  dif- 
ad vantage  to  her  glory. 

She  is  exceeding  affable  to  every  one 
of  them ;  always  (peaks  to  them  with  a 
fmile;  but  yet  has  fuch  a  dignity  in  her 
manner,  that  it  fecures  her  their  refpect 
and  reverence  ;-  and  they  are  ready  to  fly 
at  a  look,  and  feem  proud  to  have  any 
commands  of  hers  to  execute:  infomuch, 
that  the  words—*  My  la.ty  commands  fo 
f  orf°>  from  one  iervant  to  another,  are 
3  P  a  iurc 
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fare  to  meet  with 'an  indifputable  obe- 
dience, be  the  duty  required  what  it  will. 
If  any  of  them  are  the  leaft  indifpoied, 
her  care  and  tendernefs  for  them  engage 
the  veneration  and  gratitude  of  all  the 
reft,  who  fee  in  that  inftance  how  kindly 
they  will  be  treated,  mould  they  ail  any 
ihingthemfelves.  And  in  all  this  I  mult 
needs  fay,  ihe  is  veiy  happy  in  Mrs* 
Jervis,  who  is  an  excellent  fecond  to  her 
admirable  lady;  and  is  treated  by  her 
with  as  much  refpect  and  affection,  as  if 
Ihe  was  her  mother. 

You  may  remember,  Madam,  that  in 
the  account  (he  gave  us  of  her  benevolent 
round,  as  Lady  Pavers  calls  it,  ihe  fays, 
that  as  me  was  going  to  London,  me 
fhould  leave  directions  with  Mrs.  Jervis 
about  fome  of  her  clients,  as  I  rind  me 
calls  her  poor,  to  avoid  a  word,  which 
her  delicacy  accounts  harm  with  regard 
to  them,  and  oftentatious  with  refpeft  to 
herfelf.  I  afked  her,  how  (lince,  con- 
trary to  her  then  expectation,  Mrs.  Jer- 
vis was  permitted  to  be  in  town  with  her) 
me  had  provided  toanfwer  her  intention 
as  to  thofe  her  clients,  whom  Ihe  had  re* 
ierred  to  the  care  of  that  good  woman  ? 

She  faid,  that  Mr.  Barlow,  her  apo- 
thecary, was  a  very  worthy  man,  and  me 
had  given  him  a  plenary  power  in  that 
particular,  and  likewiie  defired  him  to 
recommend  any  new  and  worthy  cafe  to 
her,  that  no  deierving  perfon  among  the 
deftitute  fick  poor,  might  be  unrelieved 
by  reafon  of  her  abfence. 

And  here  in  London  me  has  applied 
herfelf  to  Dr.  — —  (her  parifh-minifter, 
a  fine  preacher,  and  found  divine,  who 
promifes  on  all  opportunities  to  pay  his 
refpect  s  to  Mrs.  B.)  to  recommend  to 
her  any  poor  houfekeepers,  who  would 
be  glad  to  accept  of  fome  private  bene- 
factions, and  yet,  having  lived  credit- 
ably, till  reduced  by  misfortunes,  are 
alhamed  to  apply  for  publick  relief:  and 
fhe  has  feveral  of  thefe  already  on  her 
bette^olentlift)  to  (owe  of  whom  (he  fends 
coals  now  at  the  entrance  on  the  wintry 
irafon,  to  fome  a  piere  of  trifh  or  Scot- 
tim  linen,  or  fo  many  yards  of  Norwich, 
fhijf,  for  gowns  and  cpat^  for  the  girls, 
or  Yorkfhire  cloth  for  the  .boys  ;  and 
rnoney  to  fome,  of  whofe  prudence  me  is 
moft  allured  in  laying  it  out  in  the  way 
they  bell  can  jtids;e  of.  And  me  has 
morepver  mertt^fa,  as  the  Scots  call  it, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  as  a  fund 
for- loans,  without  ir»te;;eft,  of  five,  ten, 
or  fifteen,  but  not  exceeding  twenty 


pounds,  to  anfwer  fome  prefent  exigence 
in  fome  honeft  families,  who  find  the  beft 
fecurity  they  can,  to  repay  it  in  a  given 
time  ;  and  this  fund,  me  purpofes,  as  me 
grows  richer,  me  fays,  to  increafe ;  and 
prides  herfelf  every  now-and-then,  for 
having  faved  fo  much  money  already  ; 
andeftimates  pleafantly  her  worth  by  this 
fum,  faying  fometimes — *  Who  would 

*  ever  have  thought  I  mould  have  been 
'  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
f  fo  foon  ?  I  (hall  be  a  rich  body  in  time.' 
But  in  all  thefe  things  (he enjoins  fecrecy, 
which  the  doctor  has  promifed. 

She  told  the  doctor  what  Mr.  Adams's 
office  is  in  her  family;  and  hoped,  (he 
laid,  he  would  give  her  his  (auction  to  it ; 
afluring  him,  that  (he  thought  it  her  duty 
to  a(k  it,  a&  (he  was  one  of  his  flock, 
and  he,  on  that  account,  her  principal 
(hepherd,  which  made  a  (piritual  relation 
between  them,  the  requifites  of  which, 
on  her  part,  were  not  to  be  difpenfed 
with.  You  may  be  Cure,  the  good  gen- 
tleman very  cheerfully  and  applaudingly 
gave  her  his  confent;  and  when  (he  told 
him  how  well  Mr.  Adams  was  provided 
for,  and  that  (he  mould  apply  to  him  to 
fupply  her  with  a  town-chaplain,  when 
(he  was  deprived  of  him,  he  wifhed  that 
the  other  duties  of  his  function  (for  he 
has  a  large  pari(h)  would  permit  him  to 
be  the  happy  perfon  himfelf ;  faying,  that 
till  (he  was  fupplied  to  her  mind,  either 
he  or  his  curate  would  take  care  that  fo 
laudable  a  method  mould  be  kept  up. 

You  will  do  me  the  juftice,  Madam, 
to  believe,  that  I  very  cheerfully  join  in 
my  dear  friend's  Sunday  duties  ;  and  I 
am  not  a  little  edified  with  the  good  ex- 
ample, and  with  the  harmony  and  good- 
will that  this  excellent  method  contributes 
to  keep  up  in  the  family. 

I  muft  own  I  never  faw  fuch  a  family 
of  love  in  my  life:  for  here,  under  the 
eye  of  thf  beft  and  moft  refpected  of  mif- 
treffes,  they  twice  every  Sunday  fee  one 
another  all  together,  (as  they  ufed  to  do 
in  the  country)  fuperior  as  well  as  infe- 
rior fervants ;  and  Deb  tells  me,  after 
Mrs.  B.  and  I  are  withdrawn,  there  are 
fuch  friendly  falutations  among  them, 
that  (he  never  heard  the  like — '  Your  fer- 

*  vant,  good  Mafter  Longman. — Your 

*  fervant,  Mafter  Colbrand/  cries  one 
and  another  :   *  How  do  you,    John  r— 

*  I'm  glad  to  fee  you,  Abraham  ! — All 
'  blefledly  met  once  more !'  cries  Jona- 
than, the  venerable  butler,  with  his  filver 
hairs,  a$   Mrs.  B.  always  di(lingui(ht,s 

him : 
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Mm  :  *  Good  Madam  Jervis,"1  cries  an- 
other, *  you  look  purely  this  blefled  day, 
«  thank  God  T  And  they  return  to  their 
feveral  vocations,  fo  light,  fo  eafy,  fo 
pleafed,  fo  even  tempered  in  their  minds, 
as  their  cheerful  countenances,  as  well 
as  expreffions,  teftify,  that  it  is  a  heaven 
of  a  houfe:  and  being  wound  up  thus 
conftantly  once  a  week,  at  lead,  like  a 
good  eight-day  clock,  no  piece  of  ma- 
chinery that  ever  was  made  is  fo  regular 
and  uniform  as  this  family  is. 

What  an  example  does  this  dear  lady 
fet  to  all  who  fee  her,  to  all  who  know 
her,  and  to  all  who  hear  of  her  ;  and  how 
happy  are  they  who  have  the  grace  to  fol- 
low it !  What  a  publick  blefllng  would 
fuch  a  mind  as  hers  be,  could  it  be  veft- 
ed  with  the  robes  of  royalty,  and  adorn 
the  fovereign  dignity!  But  what  are  the 
princes  of  the  earth,  look  at  them  in  every 
nation,  and  what  they  have  been  for  ages 
paft,  compared  to  this  lady  ?  who  acls 
from  the  impulfes  of  her  own  heart,  un- 
aided, in  moft  cafes,  by  any  human  ex- 
ample. In  fhort,  when  I  contemplate 
her  innumerable  excellencies,  and  that 
fweetnefs  of  temper,  and  univerfal  bene- 
volence, which  ihine  in  every  thing  fhe 
fays  and  does,  I  cannot  fometimes  help 
looking  upon  her  in  the  light  of  an  angel, 
dropped  down  from  Heaven,  and  received 
into  bodily  organs,  to  live  among  men 
and  women,  in  order  to  mew  what  the 
firftof  the  fpecics  was  deiigned  to  be. 

This  reminds  me  of  what  my  honoured 
papa  faid  once  at  our  own  houfe  to  Mr. 
B.*  that  there  was  but  one  fuch  angel 
defcended  from  Heaven  in  a  thoufand 
years,  and  he  had  her. 

And  yet,  here  is  the  admiration,  that 
one  fees  all  theie  duties  performed  in  fuch 
an  eafy  and  pleafant  manner,  as  any  body 
may  perform  them;  for  they  interfere 
not  with  any  parts  of  the  family  manage- 
ment; take  up  no  time  from  the  necefjary 
employments  ;  but  rather  aid-AscTinipi- 
rit  every  one  in  the  difcharge  of  all  their 
domeftick  fervices ;  and,  moreover,  keep 
their  minds  in  a  ftate  of  preparation  for 
the  more  folemn  duties  of  the  day  ;  and 
all  without  theleaft  intermixture  of  affec- 
tation, enthufiafm,  oroftentation.  O  my 
dear  papa  and  mamma,  permit  me  but 
to  tarry  here  till  I  am  perfecl  in  all  thefe 
good  leflbns,  and  how  happy  (hall  I  be  ! 

I  am  mindful,  my  dear  mamma,  of 
yours  and  our  good  neighbours  requelts 


to  Mrs.  B.  to  oblige  you  with  the  con- 
verfation  me  mentioned,  the  one  with  the 
young  ladies  related  to  Mrs.  Towers 
and  Mrs.  Arthur,  the  other  with  Mr. 
B.  on  her  father  and  mother;  a  fubjec"rf 
wbich  always,  however  humble,  raifes 
her  pen,  and'  of  confequence  our  expecta- 
tions ;  and  I  will  prevail  upon  her  to  let 
me  tranfcribe  them  for  your  entertain- 
ment. She  writes  down  every  thing 
that  pafles,  which  me  thinks  may  one 
day  be  of  ufe  to  Mifs  Goodwin,  and  to 
her  own  children,  if  fhe  (hall  live  to  have 
any,  and  to  fee  them  grow  up.  What  a 
charming  mamma,  as  well  as  wife  and 
miftrefs,  will  this  dear  lady  make ! 

As  to  the  town,  and  the  diverfions  of 
it,  I  mall  cot  trouble  you  with  any  ac- 
counts of  them,  becaufe  you  know  the 
one,  and  from  the  time  we  pafTed  here 
laft  winter,  as  well  as  your  former  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  both,  you  will  want 
no  information  about  the  other  ;  for  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  all  who  refide  con- 
ftantly in  London,  allow,  that  there  is 
little  other  difference  in  the  diverfions  of 
one  winter  and  another,  than  fuch  as  are  in 
clothes  ;  a  few  variations  of  the  f am  ions 
only,  which  are  moftly  owing  tothe  in- 
genious contrivances  of  perfons  who  are 
to  get  their  bread  by  diverfi tying  them. 

Mrs.  B.  has  undertaken  to  give  Lady 
Davers  an  account  of  matters  as  they 
pafs,  and  her  fentiments  on  what  (he 
fees.  There  muit  be  fomething  new  in 
herobfervations,  becaufe  (lie  is  a  ftranger 
to  thefe  diverfions,  and  unbiased  intirely 
by  favour  or  prejudice ;  and  fo  will  not 
play  the  partial  critick,  but  give  to  a 
beauty  it's  due  praife,  and  to  a  fault  it's 
due  cenfure,  according  to  that  truth  and 
nature  which  are  the  unerring  guides  of 
her  actions  as  well  as  (entiments.  Thefe 
I  will  procure  for  you,  as  (he  gives  me 
kave  to  tranfcribe  what  (he  writes;  and 
you'll  be  fo  good  as  to  return  them  when 
perilled,  becaufe  I  will  lend  them,  as  I 
ufed  tt>  do  her  letters,  to  her  good  pa- 
rents; and  fo  I  fhall  give  her  a  pleafure 
at  the  fame  time  in  the  accommodating 
them  with  the  knowledge  of  all  that 
pafles,  which  fhe  makes  it  a  point  of  duty 
to  do,  becaufe  they  take  delight  in  her 
writings. 

My  papa's  obfervation,  that  a  woman 
never  takes  a  journey  that  fhe  don't  for- 
get fomething,  is  juftified  by  me;  for 
with  all  my  cr,re,  I  have  forgot  my  dia- 
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mond  buckle,  which  Mifs  Nancy  will  find 
in  the  inner  till  of  my  bureau,  wrapt  up 
in  cotton ;  and  I  beg  it  may  be  fent  me 
by  the  firft  opportunity.  With  my  humble 
duty  to  you  both,  my  dear  indulgent 

rpa  and  mamma,  thanks  for  the  favour 
now  rejoice  in,  and  affectionate  re- 
fpecls  to  Mils  Nancy,  (I  wiih  (he  would 
Jove  me  as  well  as  I,  love  her)  and  fer- 
irice  to  Mr.  Murray,  and  all  our  good 
sseighbours,  conclude  me  jour  dutifuland 
highly  favoured  daughter, 

M.  DARNFORD. 

Mr.  B.  and  Mrs.  B.  defire  ther  compli- 
ments of  congratulation  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peters,  on  the  marriage  of  their 
worthy  niece,  which  they  knew  no- 
thing of  till  I  told  them  of  it-*,  alib  to 
your  honoured  fclves  they  defire  their 
kind  refpefts  and  thanks  for  the  loan 
of  your  worthlefs  daughter.  I  expe- 
rience every  hour  fome  new  token  of 
their  politenefs  and  affeftion ;  and  I 
make  no  fcruple  to  think  I  am  with 
juft  fu,ch  a  brother,  and  fuch  a  fitter  as 
any  happy  creature  may  rejoice  in,  and 
fee  proud  of. — Mr.  B.  I  cannot  but 
repeat,  is  a"  charming  hufband,  and 
a  moit  police  gentleman.  His  lady  is 
L-lvvays  accufing  "herfelf  to  me  of  auk- 
xvardncfs  and  infufticiency;  but  not  a 
foul  who  fees  her  can  find  it  out:  (he 
is  all  genteel  eafe;  and  the  admiration 
of  every  one  who  beholds  her.— Only 
J  tell  her,  with  fuch  happinefs  inpof- 
feflion,  (he  is  a  little  of  the  graved 
fometirsnes. 


[The  letter  which  contains  the  account 
of  the  comvriiuion,  requested  by  Mils 
I>arnfdrd,  Letter  XI.  Vol.  III.  and 
iivfti'Oned  by  IVlifsm  thepreccdinglettcr,  • 
v.ill  h?  found  the  lait  letter  but  one  of 
fhis  voluine.  For  Mifs  Darnford,  hav- 
jng  rniiiaid  the  firlr.  copy  of  it,  requelled 
Another,  two  or  three  years  after  this, 
when  rrnrried  herfelf,  for  the  fake  of  two 
young  hdies  in  tlje  neighbourhood, 
whofe  incor.fjderate  rafhneis  had  given 
great  affliclion  to  their'  parents.  And 
Mrs.B.  vvith  a  view  to  their  particular 
cafe,  having  made  divers  additions  and 
improvements  to  it,  it  will  come  in  more 
properly,  as  we  conceive,  in  the  courie 
of  thefe  'letters,  at  or  near  the  time 
when  thofe  improvements  were  made  to 
it.] 
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FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  LADY  DAVERS. 
MY  GOOD  LADY, 

YO  U  command  me  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  proceedings  between  Mr. 
Murray  and  Mifs  Nanny  Darnford  :  and 
Mifs  Polly  makes  it  very  eafy  for  me  to 
obey  you  in  this  particular,  and  in  very 
few  words;  for  (he  fays,  every  thing  was 
adjtifled  before  (he  came  away,  and  the 
ceremony,  (he  believes,. may  be  performed 
by  this  time.  She  rejoices  that  me  was 
out  of  the  way  of  it :  for  (lie  fays,  love  is 
fo  aukward  a  thing  to  Mr.  Murray,  and 
good-humour  fo  uncommon  an  one  to 
Mifs  Nancy,  that  (he  hopes  (he  (hall 
never  fee  fuch  another  court(hip. 

Mr.  B.  teazes  Mifs  Darnford,  that 
(he  is  "a  little  piqued,  (and  that  (he  (hewed 
it  by  a  fatirical  fling  or  two  in  a  former 
letter  to  me)  that  her  humble  fervanttook 
her  at  her  word :  and  yet  (he  acknow- 
ledges, thafhe  believes  (he  defpifes  him  ; 
and  indeed  Mr.  Murray  has  (hewn,  that 
he  ckferves  to  be  defpifed  by  her. 

She  fays,  nothing  has  piqued  her  in 
the  whole  affair,  but  the  triumph  it  gave 
to  that  ill-natured  girl,  as  (he  juftly  calls 
her  lifter,  who  has  infulted  her  unmerci- 
fully on  that  account  j  and  yet  with  fo 
low  and  mean  a  fpite,  that  (lie  has  been 
vexed  at  herfelf  to  (hew  the  leaft  concern 
on  the  cccafion.  But  ungenerous  teaz- 
ing  is  an  intolerable  thing,  as  (he  fays  j 
and,  often  repeated,  will  vex  a  mind  na- 
turally above  it:"*  Had  it,'  fays  (he, '  come 
*  from  any  body  elfe,  I  (hould  not  have 
'  heeded  itj  but  how  can  one  defpife  a 
«  filler?1 

We  have  been  at  the  play-houfefeveral 
times ;  and,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Ma- 
dam, (for  I  have  now  read,  as  well  as 
feen  feveral)  that  I  think  the  ftage,  by 
proper  regulations,  might  be  made  a  pro- 
fitable amufement.  But  nothing  more 
convinces  one  of  the  truth  of  the  common 
obfervation,  that  the  belt  things,  cor- 
rupted, prove  the  worft,  than  thefe  re- 
prefentations.  The  terror  and  com- 
punction  for  evil  deeds,  the  compaflion 
for  a  juft  diftrefs,  and  the  general  bene- 
ficence which  thole  lively  exhibitions  are 
fo  capable  of  railing  in  the  human  tnind, 
might  be  of  great  fervice,  when  directed 
to  right  ends,  and  induced  by  proper 
motives :  particularly  where  the  aftions 

whkU 


which  the  cataftrophe  is  defigned  to  punifh 
are  not  fet  in  iuch  advantageous  lights, 
as  mall  deftroy  the  end  of  the  moral,  and 
make  the  vice  that  ought  to  be  ceniured, 
imitable;  where  inftru&ion  is  kept  in 
view  all  the  way;  and  where  vice  is  pu- 
nifhed,  and  virtue  rewarded. 

Eat  give  me  leave  to  lay,  that  I  think 
there  is  hardly  one  play  I  have  feen  or 
read  hitherto,  but  has  too  much  of  love 
in  it,  as  that  pafilon  is  generally  treated. 
Mow  unnatural  in  fome,  how  inflaming 
in  others,  are  the  defcriptions  of  it! — In 
moft,  rather  rant  and  fury,  like  the  loves 
of  the  fiercer  brute  animals,  as  Virgil, 
tranflated  by  Dryden,  defcribes  them, 
than  the  foft,  fighing,  fearfully- hopeful 
murmurs,  that  fwell  the  bofoins  of  our 
gentler  lex;  and  the  refpeclful,  timorous, 
iubmiflive  complainings  of  the  other, 
when  the  truth  of  the  paflion  humanizes, 
as  one  may  fay,  their  more  rugged  hearts. 

In  particular,  what  ftrange  indelicates 
do  thele  writers  of  tragedy  often  make  of 
our  fex  ?  They  dcv't  enter  into  the  pafiion 
at  all,  if  I  have  any  notion  of  it:  but 
when  the  authors  want  to  paint  it  ftrong- 
ly,  (at  lead  in  thofe  plays  I  have  feen  and 
read)  their  aim  feems  to  be  to  raife  a 
whirlwind,  as  I  may  fay,  which  fweeps 
down  reafon,' religion,  and  decency  ;  and 
carries  every  laudable  duty  away  before 
it;  fo  that  all  the  example  can  ferveto 
fhew,  is,  how  a  difappointtd  lover  may 
rage  and  ftorm,  refent  and  revenge. 

The  play  I  firft  faw  was  the  tragedy 
of  the  Diftreffed  Mother,  and  a  great 
many  beautiful  things  I  think  there  are 
in  it :  but  half  of  it  is  a  tempeftuous, 
cruel,  ungoverned  rant  of  paffion,  and 
ends  in  cruelty,  bloodilied,  and  dcfola- 
tion,  which  the  truth  of  ftory  not  war- 
ranting, as  Mr.  B.  tells  me,  makes  it  the 
more  pity,  that  the  original  author  (for 
it  is  a  French'play  translated,  you  know, 
Madam)  had  not  conducled  it,  fince  it 
was  in  his  choice,  with  lefs  terror,  and 
with  greater  propriety,  to  the  paffions  in- 
tended to  be  raifed,  and  actually  raifed  in 
many  places. 

I  need  not  tell  your  ladyfhip  what  the 
ftory  is ;  and  yet  it  is  necefTary,  as  you 
demand  my  opinion,  that  I  mould  give  a 
little  {ketch of  it.  It  is  this,  then :  Pyrrhus, 
the  fon  of  Achilles?  is  betrothed  to  Her- 
mione,  the  daughter  of  Menelaus  ;  but 
Heclor's  widow,  Andromache,  with 
Aftyanax,  her  fon  by  Hector,  in  the  di- 
vifion  of  the  Trojan  captives,  falls  to  the 
lot  of  Pyrrhus,  who  flighting  Hermione, 
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(actually  fent  to  his  court,  and  in  his 
court,  waiting  his  good  pleaiure  to  efpouie 
her)  fails  in  love  with  Andromache. 
Oreftes,  the  fon  of  Agamemnon,  in  love 
with  Hermione,  is  fent  embaffaJor  frcra 
the  other  Greek  princes  to  demand  the 
life  of  Aftyanax,  for  fear  the  poor  infant 
mould  become  another  Heeler,  an«| 
avenge  his  father's  death;  a  moftisipro- 
probable,  unpriucely,  and  bafe-hetutevl 
fear;  as  Pyrrhus  himfelf  reprdents  it, 
Pyrrhus,  in  hopes  to  gain  the  mother's 
love,  which  he  feeks  on  honourable  terms, 
offers  fo  break  with  all  his  allies,  rather 
than  give  up  the  child ;  but  finding  her 
refolved  on  widowhood,  determines  to 
facrifice  the  child,  and  to  marry  Her- 
mione. This  creates  a  fine  diftrefs  in  An- 
dromache, between  a  laudable  purpofe  to 
continue  the  widow  of  fo  great  and  fo 
deferving  a  prince,  and  her  defire  to  pre- 
ferve  the  life  of  her  fon,  by  that  taloved 
hero ;  and  at  laft,  overcome  by  maternal 
tendernefs,  finding  no  other  way,  fhe  re- 
folves  to  marry  Pyrrhns,  and  yet  to  de- 
ftroy herfelf  after  the  marriage  ceremony 
had  intitled  her  fon  to  her  new  hufband"s 
protection  :  (a  very  ftrange,' and  not  very 
certain  expedient  to  anfwer  her  view') 
and  fo  to  die  the  widow  of  He£lor,  though 
me  gave  her  hand  to  Pyrrhus,  and  vowed 
herfelf  his  at  the  altar,  and  of  con- 
fequence  had  a  ftill  lefs  power  over  her 
own  life,  than  before.  —  Hermione,  a 
high-fpirited  lady,  raging  in  her  love  to 
Pyrrhus,  and  for  the  flight  and  difap- 
pointment  fhe  met  with,  obliges  Oreftes, 
on  promife  of  giving  her  heart  and  hand 
to  him,  to  murder  Pyrrhus  at  the  altar, 
while  the  ceremony  of  marriage  with  An- 
dromache ie  performing.  He  cauies  this 
to  be  done.  When  done,  he  applies  to 
Hermione,  expecting  her  applaufe,  who 
then  violently  upbraids  him  for  having 
obeyed  *her ;  and  flying  towards  the 
temple,  meets  the  body  of  Pyrrhus,  and 
ftabs  herfelf  upon  it. 

Upon  this,  Oreftes  runs  mad,  and  it  is 
faid  to  be  the  fineft  mad  fcene  in  any 
Englifh  play.  Andromache  remains 
queen;  her  fon  lives;  and  being  diverted 
from  her  own  bloody  purpofe,  flie  has 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  give  orders  for  the 
funeral  of  Pyrrhus,  and  to  bring  her  fon 
in  triumph  from  a  prifon  to  a  palace. 

This  is,  in  brief,  the  ftory.  New, 
Madam,  fmce  you  expect  it  from  me,  I 
will  tell  you,  in  my  artlefs  way,  what  I 
think,  not  quite  fo  pretty,  and  what  is 
great  and  beautiful  in  this  playj  which 

upon 
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upon  the  whole,  however,  1  was  much 
pleafed  with,  and  (hould  have  been  more, 
had  there  been  lefs  terror  in  it,  and  more 
probability,  as  I  prefume  to  fay,  in  fome 
of  it's  parts;  and  had  not  the  fofteft  paf- 
(ion  in  nature  been  treated  as  fuch  a  flam- 
ing thing,  as  cannot  be  a  worthy  example 
to  female  minds. 

And  firft,  I  could  not  but  obferve,  that 
the  plea  of  the  princes  of  Greece  for  the 
murder  of  Aftyanax,  a  helplefs  infant,  to 
procure  which,  and  for  nothing  elfe,  they 
fend  one  of  the  chief  princes  of  Greece 
embaflador  to  Pyrrhus,  is  a  very  poor 
one,  and  moft  eafily  anfwered. — For  thus 
Oreftes  fays,  among  other  very  pompous 
things: 

*  Have  you  fo  foon  forgot  the  mighty  Hector  ? 

*  The  Greeks  remember  his  high  brand'-jk'd 

'  fword, 
«  That  nll'd  their  ftates  with  widows  and 

*  with  orphans, 
«  For  which  they  call  for  vengeance  on  hisfon. 

*  Who  knows  what  he  roay  one  day  prove  ?* 

And  in  another  place : 

*  Troy  may  again  revive,  and  a  new  Heftor 

*  Rife  in  Aftyanax.* 

And  in  another  place : 

*  Sir,  call  to  mind  th*  unrlvall'd  ftrength  of 

'  Troy, 

'  Her  walls,  her  bulwarks,  and  her  gates  of 
«  brafs, 

*  HerkingSyherheroes,  and  embattled  armies.' 

What  tragedy  pomp  is  this !  How  poor 
the  plea,  from  princes  and  heroes,  when 
it  is  fo  eafily  anfwered  by  Pyrrhus,  in 
this  manner* 

'  I  call  them  all  to  mlndj  and  fet  them  all 
'  Confus'd  in  duftj  all  mix'd  in  one  wide 
'  ruin; 

*  All  but  a  child,  and  he  in  bondage  held. 

*  What  vengcaxjce  can  we  fear  from  fuch  a 

«  Troy?' 

And  a  little  before : 

« .Let  daftard  fouls  be  timoroufly  wife : 

*  But  tell  them,  Pyrrhus  knows  not  how  to 

«  form 
f  Ear-fancy'd  ills  and  dangers  out  of  fight.* 

And  ftill  with  greater  contempt: 

•"•••   *  I  thought  your  kings  were  met 

-:i-,  When! heard 


The  name  of  their  embaflador,  I  hop'd 
Some  glorious  enterprize  was  taking  birth. 
Is  Agamemnon's  fon  difpatch'd  for  this? 
And  do  the  Grecian  chiefs,renown'd  in  war* 
A  race  of  heroes,  join  in  clofe  debate, 
To  plot  an  infant's  death?'—— 

But  what  if  this  very  Pyrrhus,  after 
twenty  humane  and  generous  things 
which  the  poet  makes  him  fay,  fliews, 
that  all  this  right  thinking  is  only  owing 
to  his  paflion  for  the  mother?  And  as 
foon  as  me  gives  him  to  underftand  me 
is  refolved  to  remain  Hector's  widow,  he 
determines  to  give  way  to  the  embafly 
and  threats  of  the  Grecian  princes,  which 
he  had  fo  juftly  defpifed,  and  to  deftroy 
the  infant.  But  firft  tells  her-— 

c  'Tia  true,  Hermione  was  fent  toihare 
'My  throne  and 


A  fine  errand  for  a  high-fpirited  lady  j 
and  to  wait  afterwards  his  good  pleafure 
in  his  own  court,  through  a  feries  of 
flights  and  contempts,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  his  vows !  And  he  generoufly, 
like  a  true  infulting  man,  boafts— 

— <  And  would  with  tranfport  hear 

*  The  vows  which,  you  neglecV 

To  which  Andromache  nobly  anfwers— ' 

•*  She  has  no  Troy, 
'  No  Hector,  to  lament:  fhe  has  not  loft 

*  A  hulband  by  your  conquefts  :  fucb  a  huf- 

*  band, 

*  Tormenting  thought !  whofe  death  alone  has 

'  made 

*  Your  fire  immortal !'— — 

This  enrages  the  hero ;  and  what  he 
fliould  have  admired  her  for,  had  his  foul 
been  half  as  noble  as  hers,  he  thus  re- 
fents: 

'  I've  been  too  tame  j  I  will  awake  to  ven- 

'  geance ! 

'  The  fon  fliall  anfwer  for  his  mother's  fcornij 
«  The  Greeks  demand  him:  nor  will  1  en- 

'  danger 

*  My  realms,  to  pleafure  an  ungrateful  wo- 

'  man.* 

Accordingly  he  refolves  to  facrifice  the 
child ;  to  do  juftice  to  Hermione,  out  of 
fpite  to  Andromache  :  and  moft  unge- 
•eroufly,  knowing  Oreftes  loves  Her- 
mione to  diffraction,  tells  him,  he  mail 
grace  his  nuptial  rites,  and  he  will  re- 
ceive  ilermipne  from  his  hands, 

But 
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feut  now  again,  fee  what  fucceeds  to 
this :  one  look  of  favour  from  Andro- 
mache reveries  all  his  newrefolves,  makes 
him  throw  new  indignities  on  Hermione, 
new  contempts  upon  the  Greek  princes, 
and  fliew,  that  if  he  acts  right  in  one 
point,  the  faving  of  the  child,  it  is  from 
wrong  and  unjuftifiable  motives}  and  yet 
the  poet  feems  to  defign  him  an  amiable 
character. 

Now,  Madam,  could  not  a  diftrefs 
have  been  formed  in  this  ftory  from  more 
laudable  and  proper  motives  ?  Should  this 
paflion  of  unbridled  love  be  reprefented 
in  fuch  a  ftrong,  fuch  an  irrefiftible  light 
to  an  audience,  who  muft  be  taught,  that 
the  higheft  ingratitude,  the  moft  rageful 
extreme  of  feufual  paflion,  the  moft  un- 
juftifiable actions,  and  the  facrifice  of  all 
confulerations  of  publick  good,  and  pri- 
vate right,  had  examples  all  in  this  piece 
to  warrant  them  ? 

'Tis  true,  Pyrrhus  is  puniflied  by  a 
cruel  aflaflination — Hermione  falls  by  hex- 
own  hand  for  caufing  Oreftes  to  procure 
him  to  be  murdered,  and  the  phrenfy  of 
Oreftes  becomes  his  punifliment:  but 
what  a  fcene  of  terror  does  all  this  raife  ? 
How  unlikely  to  be  an  examplar  either  to 
publick  or  private  life  ?  And  what  a  hard 
fate  isthat  of  Hennione,flighted,defpifed, 
infulted,  by  the  man  flie  loved,  to  whom 
[he  was  betrothed,  and  whofe  refentment 
therefore  was  warranted,  had  it  fliewn 
itfelf  inalmoftany  aft  fliort  of  the  murder, 
which,  in  the  violence  of  her  paflion,  flie 
commanded  Oreftes  to  perpetrate  ? 

Then,  Madam,  the  love  of  Hermione 
for  Pyrrhus  is  not,  I  think,  of  that  deli- 
cate fort  which  ought  to  be  fet  before  our 
Tex  for  an  example. — 'Tis  rage,  not  love, 
that  of  a  woman  flighted}  and,  however 
juft,  fuppofmg  our  fex  to  have  fuch  re- 
vengeful hearts,  when  flighted  by  the 
tnan  they  love,  is  not  fo  exemplary  as  one 
would  wifli :  and,befides,  flie  is  reprefented 
as  fometimes  figbing  and  *wijh'ing  for 
Oreftes ;  when  a  true  love  bears  not  the 
thought  of  any  object  but  that  one  it 
fighs  for,  even  fliould  th'.t  one  be  un- 
grateful. Thus  it  is  faid  of  Oreftes  by 
her  confidante: 


'  Oreftcs,  whofe  return  you  oft  had 

«  Tfee  man  whofe  fuff  rings  you  fo  oft  la- 

*  mented, 
«  And  often  prais'd  his  conftaney  and  love. 

Then  Hermioue  repectts  her  woman's 


<  That  love,  that  conftancy.  foil!  requited— 
'  Upbraids  me  to  myfelf:  I  bluih  to  think 

*  How  1  have  us'd  him  }  and  would  fhun  his 

<  prefence.* 

The  motive  for  this,  however,  is  nei- 
ther juftice  nor  generofity,  but  pride:  in- 
deed, it  muft  be  owned,  a  pride  very  na- 
tural to  a  female  mind,  in  fuch  circuin- 
ftahces  as  hers: 

«  What  will  bemyconfufion,  when  hefeesme 

*  Neglected  and  forfaken.  like  himfelf  ? 
"  Her  infoience  atlaft  is  well  repaid^' 

*  I  cannot  bear  the  thought.' 

And  then,  the  moment  flie  fees  him— 
this  is  her  blunt  queftion  to  him,  not- 
withltanding  all  her  fhame  to  fee  him: 

'  How  am  I  to  interpret,  Sir.  this  vifit? 

*  Is  it  a  compliment  of  form,  or  love?' 

Does  this,  Madam,  fhew  ariy  thing  of 
the  delicacy  of  fex  or  condition  ? — And 
would  one  think  it  right,  after  flie  had 
thus  extorted  from  him  a  repeated  coii- 
feflion  of  his  love,  or  weaknefs,  as  he  calls 
it>  to  upbraid  him,  that  it  ill  becomes  the 
embaffador  of  Greece,  to  talk  of  love  cr 
dying  ? 

Tn  fhort,  Madam,  I  think  none  of  the 
love  in  this  piece  is  fuch  a  love,  however 
fuited  to  Hermione's  character  and  cir- 
cumftances,  as  is  fit  to  be  recommended 
to  our  example  :  'tis  a  love  that  fliocks 
one,  and  is  rather  rage  and  tumult  than 
love,  and  fucceeds  accordingly.  So  that 
of  Pyrrhus  is  ungoverned,  wild,  un- 
juft,  ungenerous  caprice.  Hermione'S 
is  founded  in  confefied  ingratitude  to 
Oreflsrs,  and  flie  perfeveres  in  it  to 
Pyrrhus,  when  the  indignities  put  upon 
her  fliould  have  made  her  fooner  wifli  for 
death,  than  for  fo  perjured  a  man  ;  and 
yet,  I  think,  flie  fliews  an  inconiiftent 
tendernefs  for  Oreftes,  (as  I  have  hint- 
ed) while  her  paffion  for  Pyrrhus  flames 
out  with  fo  much  violence. 

The  motive  of  Andromache  (for  hers 
is  the  moft  perfect  character  in  the  piece, 
and  deiigned  to  be  fo  by  the  poet)  tc  fave 
her  fon,  is  the  beft  a  woman  could  have 
to  excufehcr  for  marrying  the  man  who 
had  flaughtered  all  her  relations  :  but  the 
uncertainty  of  frcuring  that  point,  by 
the  mere  formality  of  joining  hands  vath 
Pyrrhus,  and  her  refolv.uon  to  deflroy 
herfelf,  in  defiance  of  her  vows  juft 
plighted  to  be  his,  was  a  ftrange  expe- 
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dient  to  preferte  her  widowhood,  and  her 
child  :  for  if  it  was  very  likely,  that  a 
man  Ib  wildly  in  love  with  her,  as  to 
forego  all  other  juit  and  prudent  confi- 
derations  for  her,  (and  who  had  fliewn, 
that  he  would  have  destroyed  her  fon, 
but  for  the  lake  of  her  perfon)  would, 
when  difappointea  by  ib  great  a  rafhnefs, 
.have  hazarded  his  realms  in  defence  of 
her  fon  ? 

But  of  all  things,  commend  me  to  the 
noble  regard  forfelf,  in  her  woman  an  d 
confidante  Cephifa,  to  whom  Andro- 
fnache  communicates  her  raih  purpofe, 
injoiningher  a  willing  fecrecy  ;  the  only 
way  the  poet  had  to  let  us  know  it,  fmce 
it  was  not  put  in  execution  ;  for  me 
{hews  that  regard  to  her  dear  felf,  in  this 
tragick  performance,  which,  in  a  come- 
dy, would  have  railed  a-kugh,  no  doubt, 
as  a  fatire  on  ladies  women  : 

'  Alas !  I  fear, — I— never  (hall  outlive  you  ? T 

Thefe  things  ftruck  me,  Madam,  when 
1  faw  the  play ;  and  when  I  came  to  read 
it,  I  was  more  confirmed  in  my  fenti- 
rnents.  But  now  I  will  tranfcribe  fome 
paflages,  which  pleafed  me  much. 

The  ftorms,  and  doubts,  and  uncer- 
tainty of  wild  ungoverned  love,  are  very 
naturally,  I  humbly  think,  painted  in 
feveral  fcenes  of  this  play,  in  the  charac- 
ters of  Hermione  and  Pyrrhus  ;  and  no 
where  more  affe6tingly  than  in  the  up- 
braidings  of  Hermione  to  Oreftes,  after 
fhe  had  found  her  bloody  purpoies  too 
well  complied  with.  Thus  : 

*  What,  if  tranfportcd  by  ray  boundlefs  paif- 

*  fiun, 

*  I  could  not  bear  to  fee  him  wed  another  ? 

<  Were  you  t'obey  ajealouswoman's  phrenfy.? 
«  You  mould  have  div'd  into  my  inmoft 

«  thoughts  : 
'  My  heart,  though  full  of  rage,  was  free 

«  from  malice; 
«  And  all  my  anger  was  excefs  of  love. 

*  Why  did  you  take  me  at  my  word  ?  You 

'  «  faw 

*  The  ftrugglesof  noy  foul}   you  heard  me 

*  rave. 

*  You  mould  havequeftion'd  me  a  thoufand 

*  times  j 

«  Yet  ftiil  have  doubted,  ftillhave  queftion'd 

*  on, 

'  B/fore  you  ventur'd  on  a  life  fo  precious. 

*  Why  did  you  not  return  ?  Why  n;>C  con. 

«  fult  me 

*  A  P  cond  time  ?   .Andundetermin'd  ftill, 
tf  A^iii  return^  and  ftill  find  new  delays  r* 


The  fcene  between  Andromache  and 
Hermione,  when  the  former  fuppofes  the 
latter  on  the  point  of  marrying  Pyn-htis, 
and  befpeaks  her  intereft  for  her  fon's 
life,  affected  me  much,  and  was  nobly 
afted  by  Mrs.  Oldfield  ;  who,  after  af- 
furing  her,  that  her  love  to  her  flain  lord 
was  the  only  love  me  could  ever  indulge, 
as  Hermione  flies  her,  cries— 

«   Ah  !  Madam,  whither, whither  do  you  fly  ? 
'  Where  can  your  eyes  behold  a  fight  more 

*  pleafing 

«  Than   Heftor's  widow,  fuppliant  and  in 

*  tears  ? 

'  I  c©me  not  an  alarm'd,  a  jealous  foe, 

'  To  envy  you  the  heart  your  charms  have 

*  won. — 

'  But  oh!  lhave  a  fon:— And  you,  one  day, 
'  Will  be  no  ftranger  to  a  mother's  fondnefs.* 

Was  not  this,  Madam,  amoving  and 
intereftingplea  ?  And  is  not  what  follows 
affeclingly  noble  ?• 

*  But  Heav'n  forbid,   that  you  fhould  ever 

*  know 

*  A  mother's  forrow  for  an  only  fon, 

*  Her  joy  !  her  blifs  !  her  laft  Surviving  com- 

'  fort! 
'  When  ev'ry  hour  fhe  trembles  for  his  life. 

*  Your  pow'r  o'er  Pyrrhus  may  relieve  my 

«  fears. 

*  Alas  !  what  danger  is  there  in  a  child, 

*  Sav'd  from   the  wreck   of  a  whole  ruin'4 

*  empire  ? 

'  Let  me  go  hide  him  in  a  defart  ifle. 
'  You  may  rely  upon  my  tender  care 
'  To  keep  him  far  from  perils  of  ambition : 
'  Ail  he  can  learn  of  me,  will  be  to  weep.* 

This  is  fweetly  moving,  nobly  pa- 
thetick.  But  I  am  angry  at  the  poet, 
if  he  could  have  helped  it,  for  draw- 
ing in  Hermione  luch  an  ungenerous  and 
tmprincely  infult  upon  the  royal  mourner, 
when  in  the  heiglit  of  her  own  profpe- 
rity,  as  (he  imagined,  and  her  rival  fub- 
jefted  beneath  her  feet — Fie  upon  him, 
thus  to  .make  her  fay,  like  a  true  woman, 
as  cur  cenfurers  will  reflect ! 

<  Madam,  if  Pyvrhus  muft  be  wrought  to 

*  pity, 

(  No  woman  does  it  better  than  j/;ourfelf : 
«  If  you  gain  him,  I  fhall  comply  of  courfe/ 

This  from  one  woman  to  another, 
much  more  from  one  princefs  to  another} 
from  the  elated  to  the  captive,  could  not 
belaid,  i'urely,— -  Nor  do  I  fee  there  was 

any 


PAMELA. 


489 


any  need  of  it:  for  had  the  poet  made 
Hermione  on  this  occafion  (her  own  em  • 
pire  fecured,  as  me  thought)  give  a  more 
generous  and  humane  aniwer,  would  it 
not  have  heightened  the  dirtrefs,  when 
fuch  a  character  mould  fink,  as  me  had 
been  bafely  injured  by  the  man  (he  loved, 
and  whole  crime  was  owing  to  the  rage 
of  flighted  love  ?  Why  mould  he  choofe 
to  make  Andromache's  part  thus  nobly 
moving,  at  the  expence  of  the  other 
character,  in  a  point  where  juftice,  gene- 
rofity,  and  humanity,  were  fo  much  con- 
cerned ?  And  would  not  a  fine  inftruc- 
tion  have  lain  here  for  the  audience,  to 
have  had  compaffion  for  the  dirtreffes  of 
another;  and  fomuch  the  more,  as  that 
other  was  a  rival  funk  at  the  feet  of  the 
profperous  ? — Indeed,  Hermione,  which 
by  the  way  Mrs.  Porter  acted  incompa- 
rably, is  a  character  full  of  rage  and  vio- 
lence ;  of  jealoufy,  and  great  caufe  had 
fheforit.  But  what  then?  Could  me  not, 
a  princefs  as  me  was,  when  her  own  love 
was  fecured,  for  fo  me  thought,  have 
been  made  capable  of  feeling  a  diftrefs 
fo  nobly  pleaded,  by  motives  fo  becom- 
ing a  mother's  lips,  and  a  It idal  virgin's 
profpects  ? — But  I  am  upon  the  author's 
beauties. 

Andromache's  plea  to  Pyrrhus,  when, 
thus  infulted  by  Hermione,  fhe  fees  no 
hope  of  any  way  to  preferve  her  fon,  but 
by  foothingthe  proud  heart  of  the  prince 
whom  her  refufal  had  Jncenfed,  is  very 
fweet  in  the  mouth  of  captive  royalty : 

Oh,  Sir,  excufe 

The  pride  of  royal  blood,  that  checks  my 

'  foul, 

And  knows  not  how  to  be  importunate. 
You  know,  alas  !  1  was  not  born  to  kneel, 
To  fue  for  pity,  and  to  own  a  mafter.' 

And  afterwards: 

*  Behold  how  low  you  have  reduc'd  a  queen! 

*  Thefe  eyes  have  feen  my  country  laid  in 

<  alhes; 

'  My  kindred  tall  in  war;  my  father  flain; 
<  My  hufband  dragged  in  his  own  blood  j  my 

*  fon 
'   Condemn'd  to  bondage;  and  myfelf  a  Have. 

*  Yet  in  the  midft  of  thefe  unheard-of  woes, 
:  'Twas  fome  relief  to  find  my(e\fyour  captive ; 

*  Andthatmyfon.deriv'dfromancientkings, 
«   Since  he  muji  ferve,  had   Pyrrhus  for  his 

«  matter. 

«   When  Priam  kneel'd,   the  great  Achilles 
«  wept; 

*  1  hop'd  J  flieuld  not  find  his  fon  lef,  noble: 


'  I  thought  the  brave  were  fti  11  the  moft  com  - 

*  paffionate. 

'  O  do  not,  Sir,  divide  me  from  my  child, 
«  IfhewK/die ' 

Then  there  is  a  fine  fcene  recollected 
by  Andromache  to  her  woman,  between 
Hector  and  herfelf,  on  the  morning  he 
fet  out  for  the  action  in  which  he  was 
flain: 

*  That  morn,  Cephifa  !  that  ill  fated  morn! 

*  My  hufband  bid  thee  bring  Aftyanax. 

*  He  took  him  in  his  arms  ;  and,  as  I  wept, 
"  My  wife,  my  dear  Andromache,"  faidhe, 

*  (Heaving  with  ftifledfighs,to  fee  me  weep.') 

Finely  faid,  and  the  hero  all  preferv^ 
ed  !  He  fighed,  not  for  fear  of  the  foe, 
but  to  fee  his  beloved  lady  weep ! — From 
that  HUMANITY,  which  mould  always 
be  infeparable,  I  think,  whether  in  fic- 
tion  or  fact,  from  true  heroifm  :  and  that; 
other  infeparable,  PiET  Y;  as  follows : 

"  What  fortune  may  attend  my  arms,  the 

"  gods 

"  Alone  can  tell.     To  thee  I  give  the  boy} 
"  Preferve  him  as  the  token  of  our  loves. 
««  If  I  fhould  fall,  let  him  not  mifs  his  fire, 
"  While  thou  furviv'ft,   but  by  thy  tender 

"  care, 
"  Let  the  fon  fee,  that  thou  didft  love  his 

"  father." 

And  the  advice,  left  by  Andromache 
with  Cephifa,  for  her  fon ,  when  fhe  re- 
folves  to  kill  hier&lf,  after  the  nuptial  ce- 
remony is  performed,  is  very  worthy  ; 
after  a  fcene  of  pafTionate  fondnefs  well 
expreffed ; 

— — *  Let  him  know, 
I  dy*d  to  fave  him — And  would  die  again, 
Seafon  his  mind  with  early  hints  of  glory: 
Make  him  acquainted  with  his  anceftors, 
Trace  out  their  fhiningftory  in  his  thoughts  t 
D^ell  on  th'  exploits  of  hij  immortal  fa- 

«  ther, 
'  Andfometimes — — * 


Very  pretty : 

— — c  let  him  hear  his  mother's  namet 
Let  him  reflect  upon  his  royal  birth 
With  modcji  pride.     Pyrrhus  will  prove  a 

*  friend! 

But  let  him  know  he  has  aconqu'ror'sright. 
He  muft  be  taught  to  ftifle  his  refentments, 
And  facrifice  his  vengeance  to  his  fafety.' 

And  to  his  gratitude  tooj  Madam, 
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fhoulcl  it  ne»t  have  been  faid,  when  he 
\vas  ib  generoufly  protected  againft  the 
demand  and  menaces  of  confederate 
kings  ? 

*  Should  he  prove  headftrong,  rafh,  or  un-r 

«   ..dvis'd, 

*  He  then  would  fruftrate  all  his  mother's 

'  virtue, 
'  Provoke  his  fate,  and  I  fhall  die  in  vain!' 

Very  nobly  faid  !  But  I  cannot  forbear 
jnahing  one  observation  on  occafion  of 
fdf  murder,  which,  however  the  poets 
may  be  julHfied  by  the  examples  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans,  when  they  draw 
their  ftories  from  them,  yet,  in  fuch  a 
gloomy,  faturnine  nation  as  ours,  where 
ielf- murders  are  more  frequent  than  in 
all  the  Chriftian  world  befides,  methinks 
all  thofe  ftories  mould  be  avoided,  for 
publick  entertainment:  or,  where  there 
is  a  neceflity,  as  in  the  play  of  Cato,  for 
inftance,  to  introduce  fuch  a  wicked 
practice,  the  bad  example  mould  be  ob- 
viated,  and  the  poifon  it  may  adminifter, 
anthtoted  by  more  forcible  leflbns  than 
what  thei  few  doubtful  words  exprefs  : 

<  I  fear  I've  been  too  hafty  !'— * 

So  in  this  tragedy  I  am  fpeaking  of, 
when  Hermione  deftroys  herfelf,  and 
Andromache  defigns  to  do  the  like, mould 
the  Englifh  poet  have  left  this  practice 
•unguarded  or  unaccompanied  by  proper 
leffons  andcenfures  in  fuch  a  country  as 
ours  ? 

The  daggering  doubts  and  diftrefs  of 
Hermione,  after  Ihe  had  engaged  Oreftes 
in  the  murder  of  Pyrrhus,  between  her 
love  and  her  refentment  5  her  queftions 
to  her  woman,  whether,  as  he  approached 
the  temple  to  marry  her  rival,  in  breach 
of  his  vows  of  betrothment  to  her,  his 
countenance  mewed  not  fome  tokens  of 
remorfej  are  very  natural  to  one  in  her 
amorous  circumftance,  I  fancy  : 

'  But,  fay,  Cleone.didftthou  mark  him  well? 
«  Was  his  brow  fmooth  ?  Say,  did  there  not 

*  appear 

*  Some  fhads  of  grief  ?  Some  little  cloud  of 

*  forrow  ? 

<  Did  hcnotftqp  ?  Did  he  not  once  look  back? 

*  Didft  thou   approach  him?   Was  he  not 

'  confounded  ? 

«  Did  he  not— Oh  !   be  quick,   and  tell  me 
«  all.' 

This,  Madam,  t  think  is  charmingly 


natural.  And  on  Cleone's  anfwer,  that 
he  went  to  the  temple  all  joy  and  traru 
fport,  unguarded,  and  all  his  cares  em- 
ployed to  gratify  Andromache  in  her 
ion's  fafety,  it  is  the  lefs  to  be  wandered 
at,  that  fhe  fhould  be  quite  exafperated, 
and  forgetting  all  her  love  for  the  in- 
grateful  prince,  mould  fay — 

'  Enough!  he  dies!— the  traitor !— Where'* 
«  Oreftes  ?' 

There  are  feveral  circumfhnces  of 
horror  in  this  play,  that  made  me  fluid - 
der-j  but  I  think  none  like  thedefcrip- 
tion  the  poet  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Py- 
lades,  the  infeparable  friend  of  Oreftes, 
who,  far  from  avoiding  to  fhock  the  foul 
of  his  friend,  by  gently  infmuating  the 
fate  of  that  Hermione,  on  whom  he  had 
fixed  his  happinefs,  thus  terribly,  with  all 
the  aggravations  that  could  attend  fuch 
a  tragedy,  points  out  the  horrid  aaion  ; 
taking  care  even  to  make  her  as  impious 
in  her  reproaches  of  theDeity  for  her  own 
rafhnefs,  as  fhe  was  in  the  violence  by 
which  fhe  dies  ;  and  fo  leaving  a  dread- 
ful example,  (which  I  prefume  was  not 
needful  to  be  left)  of  final  impenitence, 
efpecially  in  a  f offering  character,  that 
had  not  merited  the  evils  fhe  met  with. 

Thus  it  is  defcribed;  and  I  am  affect- 
ed with  the  tranfcription  of  a  paffage 
which  the  poet  has  laboured  more  than 
he  ought,  I  think,  to  fliew  the  force  of 
his  defcriptive  vein : 

'  Full  of  diforder,  wildnefs  in  her  looks, 
'  With  hands  expanded,  and  difheveird  hair, 
'  Breathlefs  and  pale,  with  fhrieks  fhe  fought 

<  the  temple. 
'  In  the  mid-way  fhe  met  the  corpfe    of 

'  Pyrrhus  : 

<  She  ftartled  at  the  fight :  then,  ftiff  with 

'  h'rror, 

<  GazM  frightful!  Waken'd  from  the  dire.. 

f  amaze, 

*  She  rais'd  her  eyes  to  Heaven,  with/-/f£ 

«  a  look, 

*  As  fpoke  her  forrows,  and  reproached  the 

'  gods. 

(  Then  piung'd  a  poniard  deep  within  her 
«  bread, 

*  And  fell  on  Pyrrhus,grafping  him  in  death.' 

This,  from  a  friend,  to  a  lover  of  the 
miferable  Hermione,  though  the  poet 
might  think  it  the  only  way  he  had  left 
to  make  Oreftes  run  quite  diftra&ed,  yet 
was  not,  I  prefume  to  fay,  very  judici- 
oufly  put  into  the  mouth  pf  a  beloved 

friend, 
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friend,  anxious  for  his  fafety,  and  to  get 
him  off,  after  the  murder ;  and  whole 
part,  till  now,  had  been  rather  that  of 
foothing,  like  a  true>  friend,  the  forroVvs 
of  his  mind. 

The  moral  of  the  whole  only  regards 
Andromache ;  nor  is  there,  indeed,  any 
thing  but  violence  and  terror  in  the  reft 
gf  the  ftory  and  characters,  as  if  the  poet 
was  determined  to  fink  all  into  one,  and 
make  that  great,  at  the  expence  ot  the 
reft.  'Tis,  however,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  a  good  one,  to  mew,  that  per- 
fons  in  diitrefs  ought  never  to  deipond, 
be  their  afflictions  what  they  w:7/j  and 
ought  to  have  weighed  with  Andromache 
herfelf,  to  make  her  avoid  the  crime  of 
fuicide,  which  {he  had  rcfolved  xvpon, 
fmce  this  moral  is  put  into  her  mouth ; 
but  ib  late,  that  it  feems  rather  to  make 
her  good  by  an  event  me  could  not  fore- 
fee,  than  by  the  prudence  of  her  reflec- 
tions, which  would  not,  without  that 
event,  have  prevented  her  from  a  rafh 
action,  that  muft  have  rendered  the  mo- 
ral ineffectual : 

Tho'  plung'd  in  ills,  and  exercis'd  in  care, 
Yet  never  let  the  n^ble  mind  defpair, 
Where  prefs'd  by  dangers,  and  befet  with 

<  foes, 

The  gods  their  timely  fuccour  interpofe; 
And  when  our  virtue  finks,  o'erwhelm'd 

'  with  grief, 
<  By  unforefeen  expedients  bring  relief.* 

Now,  Madam,  as  good  as  this  moral 
is,  I  mould  rather,  in  generofity,  have 
had  it  recommended  from  any  mouth 
than  that  of  Andromache:  for  what  is 
the  confolation  me  receives  ?  What  are 
the  expedients  fhe  fo  much  rejoices  in  ? 
Why,  in  the  firft  place,  the  murder  of 
a  prince  who  lov'd  her  more  than  his 
own  glory,  and  to  whom  fhe  had  juft 
given  her  faith,  as  a  fecond  hufband, 
though  forced  to  it,  from  a  laudable  mo- 
tive :  and  next,  the  felf -murder  of  Her- 
mione,  the  diffraction  of  Oreftes,  and 
the  profpect  of  fucceeding  with  her  fon 
to  the  throne  of  the  murdered  prince  j 
from  which,  however,  (he  could  not  ex- 
pect but  to  be  driven,  and  her  fon  at  laft 
to  be  deftroyed,  by  thofe  vengeful  con- 
federates, who  had  joined,  by  a  folemn 
embafly  to  demand  his  life,  and  who 
now,  by  his  elevation,  had  ftronger  rea- 
fons  to  apprehend  danger  from  him,  and 
Jefs  difficulty  to  effect  his  ruin,  fijice 
Fyrrhus  was  no  more?- 


But,  judge,  my  clear  lady,  what,  after 
the  piay  was  over,  I  mull  think  of  the 
epilogue,  and  indeed  of  that  part  of  the 
audience,  which  called  out  for  it : 

An  epilogue  fpokea  by  Mrs.  Oldfield 
in  the  character  of  Andromache,  that 
was  more  fhocking  to  me,  than  the  moft 
terrible  parts  of  the  play  ;  as  by  lewd, 
and  even  fenfelefs  double -entendre,  it 
could  be  calculated  only  to  efface  all  the 
tender,  all  the  virtuous  fentiments,  which 
the  tragedy  was  defigned  to  raiie. 

The  pleafure  this  was  received  with 
by  the  men  was  equally  babarous  and 
mfuliing;  every  one  turning  himfeif  to 
the  boxes,  pit,  and  galleries,  where  la- 
dies were,  to  fee  haw  they  looked,  and 
how  they  ftood  an  emphatical  and  too- 
well  pronounced  ridicule,  not  only  upon 
the  play  in  general,  but  upon  the  part  of 
Andromache  in  particular,  which  had 
been  fo  well  fuftained  by  an  excellent  ac- 
trefs  ;  and  I  was  extremely  mortified  to 
fee  my  favourite  (and  the  only  perfect) 
character,  debafed  and  defpoiled,  and 
the  widow  of  Hector,  Prince  of  Troy, 
talking  naftinefs  to  an  audience,  andfet-* 
ting  it  out  with  all  the  wicked  graces  of 
action,  and  affected  archneis  of  look,  at- 
titude, and  emphafis. 

I  ftood  up — 'Dear  Sir! — DearMifst' 
faidl. 

*  What's  the  matter,  my  love  ?'  faid 
Mr.  B.  fmiling,  who  expected,  as  he 
told  me  afterwards,  to  fee  me  moved  by 
this  vile  epilogue — for  it  is  always  called 
for,  it  feems. 

'  Why  have  I  wept  the  diftrefles  of 
the  injured  Hermione?'  whiipered  I: 
why  have  I  been  moved  by  the  mur- 
der of  the  brave  Pyrrhus,  and  mocked 
by  the  madnefs  of  Oreftes  ?  Is  it  for 
this?  See  you  not  Hector's  widow, 
the  noble  Andromache,  inverting  the 
defign  of  the  whole  play,  fatirizing  her 
own  fex,  but  indeed  moft  of  all  ridi- 
culing and  fhaming,  in  my  mind,  that 
part  of  the  audience,  who  have  called 
for  this  vile  epilogue,  and  thofe  who 
can  be  delighted  with  it,  after  fuch 
fcenes  of  horror  and  diftrefs  ?' 
He  was  pleafed  to  fay,  fmiling—'  I 
expected,  my  dear,  that  your  delicacy, 
and  Mifs  Darnford's  too,  would  be 
mocked  on  this  prepofterous  occafi6n. 
I  nerer  faw  this  play,  rake  as  I  was, 
but  the  impropriety  of  the  epilogue 
fent  me  away  diffatisfied  with  it,  and 
with  human  nature  too  :  and  you  only 
fee,  by  this  one  inftance,  what  a  cha- 
'  ractw 
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rafter  that  of  an  after  or  aftrefs  is,  and 
how  capable  they  are  to  perforate  any 
thing  for  a  forry  fubfiftence.' 
«  Well,  but,  Sir,'  faid  I,  <  are  there 
not,  think  you,  extravagant  fcenes  and 
charafters  enough  in  moft  plays  to  juf- 
tify  the  cenfures  of  the  virtuous  upon 
them,  that  the  wicked  friend  of  the  au- 
thor muft  crown  the  work  in  an  epi- 
logue, for  fear  the  audience  fhould  go 
away  improved  by  the  reprefentation  ? 
It  is  not,  I  fee,  always  narrownefs  of 
fpirit,  as  I  have  heard  fome  fay,  that 
opens  the  mouths  of  good  people  agjinft 
thefediverfions.' 

In  this  wild  way  talked  1 5  for  I  was 
quite  out  of  patience  at  this  unnatural 
and  unexpected  piece  of  ridicule,  tacked 
to  ib  ferious'a  play,  and  coming  after  fuch 
a  moral. 

Here  is  a  fpecimen,  my  dear  lady,  of 
roy  obfervations  on  the  firft  play  I  faw. 
How  juft,  or  how  impertinent,  I  muft 
leave  to  your  better  judgment.  I  very 
probably  expofe  my  own  ignorance  and 
tolly  in  them  ;  but  I  will  not  fay,  pre- 
fumption,  becaufe  you  have  put  me  upon 
the  tafk,  which  otherwife  I  mould  hardly 
have  attempted.  I  have  very  little  rea- 
ibn  therefore  to  blame  myfelf  on  this 
fcore;  but,  on  the  contrary,  (if  I  can 
efcapeyourladyftup's  cenfure)  have  caufe 
to  pride  myfelf  in  the  opportunity  you 
have  thereby  given  me  to  mew  my  readi- 
jiefs  to  obey  you;  and  the  rather,  fince 
I  am  fure  of  your  kindeft  indulgence, 
now  you  have  given  me  leave  to  ftyle 
royfelf,  jour  ladyjbip"s  obliged  Jifier, 
end  bumble  fervaiity 

P.  B. 
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MY   DEAR    LADY, 

I  Gave  you  in  my  laft,mybold  remarks 
upon  a  TRAGEDY — The  Diftrefled 
Mother.     I  will  now  give  you  my  mal- 
low notions  of  a  COMEDY — The  Tender 
Hujband. 

I  liked  this  part  of  the  title  j  though 
I  can't  fay  I  was  pleafed  at. all  with  the 
other,  explanatory  of  it;  Or— The  Ac- 
c  amplified  Fools.  But  when  I  was  told 
it  was  written  by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  and 
that  Mr.  Addifon  had  given  fome  hints 
towards  it,  if  not  fome  charafters —  *  O 

*  dear  Sir,'  faid  I, '  give  us  youj^  company 

*  tothis  play  j  for  the  authors  of  the  Spec- 


*  tators  cannot  poflibly  produce  a  faulty 
'  fcene.* 

Mr.  B.  indeed  fmiled;  for  I  had  not 
then  read  the  play:  and  the  earl  of  F. 
his.  countefs,  Mifs  Darnford,  Mr.  B.  and 
myfelf,  agreed  to  meet  with  a  niece  of  my 
lord's  in  the  ftage-box,  which  was  taken 
on  purpofe. 

There  feems  to  me,  my  dear  lady,  to 
be  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  fatire  in  the 
play :  but,  upon  my  word,  I  was  griev- 
ouily  disappointed  as  to  the  morality  of 
it :  nor,  in  iome  places,  is  probability  pre- 
ferved ;  and  there  are  divers  fpeeches  fo 
very  free,  that  I  could  not  have  expecled 
to  meet  with  fuch,  from  the  names  I 
mentioned. 

I  mould  be  afraid  of  being  cenfured 
for  my  prefumption,  were  I  to  write  to 
anybody  lets  indulgent  tome  than  your 
Iruly  (hip.  But  I  will  make  no  apologies 
to  you,  Madam.  Let  me  fee,  then,  can 
I  give  you  the  brief  hiftory  of  this  come- 
dy, as  I  did  of  the  tragedy? — I  profefs  I 
hardly  know  whether  I  can  or  not;  at 
leaft,  whether  I  mould  or  not. — But 
I'll  try. 

The  Tender  Hufband,  Mr.  CLERI- 
MONT,  has  for  his  wife  a  lady  who  has 
travelled,  and  is  far  gone  in  all  the 
French  fafhions :  '  She  brought  me,* 
fays  he, «  a  noble  fortune ;  and  1  thought, 
fhe  had  a  right  to  fliare  it ;  therefore 
carried  her  to  fee  the  world,  forfooth, 
and  make  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy, 
where  fhe  learned  to  lofe  her  money 
gracefully,  to  admire  every  vanity  in 
our  fex,  and  contemn  every  virtue  in 
her  oivn-j  which,  with  ten  thoufand 
other  perfections,  are  the  ordinary  im- 
provements of  a  traveled  lady.1 
Tender  as  the  hufband  was  to  be  fup- 
pofed  to  the  wife,  which,  by  the  way,  is 
not  extremely  apparent,  improper  or  right 
inftances  of  tendernefs,  I  prefume  to 
think,  he  mews  no  great  politenefs  to  the 
fex  in  general  in  this  fpeech  j  and  the  poet 
will  be  the  lefs  excufable  for  it,  if  he  has 
not  drawn  a  general  charafter  of  travel- 
led ladies  j  and  much  lefs  ftill  if  it  mall 
appear,  that  that  of  Mrs.  Clerimont,  on 
which  this  general  reflection  is  founded, 
is  carried  beyond  nature  and  probability 
too. 

But  what  is  the  method  the  tender 
hufband  takes  to  reclaim  the  lady?—— 
Why  this  :  he  fets  a  former  miftrefs  of 
his  own  to  work,  in  man's  clothes,  to  in- 
fnareher:  and  thus  he  declares  himfelf 
— *  Now  I  ean .neither  mortify  Iw  va- 

'  nity, 
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nity,  that  I  may  live  at  eafe  with  her, 
nor  q\\\itdifcard  her,  till  I  havecatch- 
a  little  enlarging  her  innocent 
i-is,  as    (he    calls  them.      For 
this  end  I  am  content  to  he  a  French 
huftnnd,  though  now-and-then,  with 
the  fecret  pangs  of  an  Italian  one;  and 
therefore,    Sir,  or  Madam,'    (to  his 
miftrefs  LUCY,  under  the  name  of  Mr. 
FAINLOVE,  in  the  drefsofayoung  cox- 
comb) '  you  are  thus  equipped  to  attend 
4  and  accoft  her  ladyfhip.'     A  fpeech 
unnecelTary  to  Fainlove,who  was  drafted 
before  for  that  purpofe,  and  had  actually 
won  money,  in  that  character,  of  Mrs. 
Clerimont.     But  the  poet  had  no  other 
way  to  let  the  audience  know  it,  as  it 
ihould  feem — *  It  concerns  you,'  con- 
tinues he,  'to  be  diligent:  if  we  (i.  e. 
himfelf  and  his  lady)   *  wholly  part — I 

•  need  fay  no  more;  if  we  do  not — I'll 

*  fee  thee  well  provided  for.' 

Here's  a  fine  moral  fcene  opened,  my 
lady,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Clerimont,  his 
lady,  and  his  kept-miftrefs !  Mr.  Fain- 
love,  alias  Mrs.  Lucy,  undertakes  the 
tafk,  in  hopes  to  live  with  Mr.  Cleri- 
mont, in  cafe  of  a  divorce  from  his  wife; 
or  to  be  provided  for,  in  cafe  the  plot  does 
not  fucceed  ;  which  makes  it  apparent, 
that,  to  fay  nothing  of  his  morality,  poor 
Jjucy  had  not  met  with  a  generous  man 
in  Mr.  Clerimont,  fince,  after  the  for- 
feiture of  her  honour,  /he  was  ftill  to  do 
a  more  infamous  job,  if  poiTible,  to  pro- 
cure for  herfelf  a  provifion  from  him. 

Then  Mr.  Clerimont  proceeds  to  in- 
ftruct  the  new-made  man  how  to  behave 
like  a  coxcomb,  in  order  to  engage  his 
lady's  attention,  and  to  join  in  all  her 
foibles,  till  (he  can  furnifh  him  with  an 
opportunity  to  detect  them  in  fuch  away, 
as  (hall  give  a  pretence  for  a  divorce  (a 
hint  that  has  been  fcandaloufly  improved 
and  made  more  fafhionable,  fince  this 
play  was  written;)  and  this  he  does  in 
iuch  free  language  and  action,  as  muft 
difguft  any  modeft  perfon  of  either 
fex. 

Then  the  poet  caufes  this  faithful 
miftrefs,  in  order  to  make  her  character 
ihine  above  that  of  the  wife,  and  indeed 
above  his  own  like  wife,  to  prefent  her 
employer  with  bills  for  500!.  which  (he 
tells  him  (he  won  of  his  wife  the  preced- 
ing night;  and  makes  up  2000!.  which 
Mr.  Clerimont  fays,  this  unprovided-for 
miftrefs  of  his  has  won  from  his  lady, 
and  honeftly  given  him;  or  elfe  he  could 
apt,  h^  owns,  have  fupplied  her  gaming 
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lofTes.  And  Lucy  declares,  /he  will 
gain  him  for  ever  from  his  lady,  if  (he 
can :  yet  you'll  fee,  by-and-by,  that  it 
is  not  love  to  his  particular  peribn,more 
than  any  other,  that  is  Lucy's  induce- 
ment: of  courfe  then  it  muft  be  wicked- 
nefs  for  wickednefs  fake! 

The  next  character  is  CAPTAIN  CLE- 
RIMONT, brother  to  the  other  gentle- 
man, a  man  of  fashion  and  of  the  world, 
who  being  a  younger  brother,  has  his 
fortune  to  make;  and  we  (hall  fee  preient- 
ly  how  he  propcfes  to  make  it. 

The  next  is  POUNCE,  an  infamous 

jobber  or  broker  of  docks,  marriages, 

or  any  thing — whofe  character  be  pleafed 

to  take  in  his  own  words:  *  Now  'tis  my 

profeffion  to  affift  zfree-beartedyoung 

fellow  again  ft  an  unnatural  long- I'm  ed 

father — to  diimcumber  men  of  plea- 

fu  re  of  the  vexation  of  unwieldy  eftates; 

to  fupport  a  feeble  title  to  an  inheri- 

tance!' — One  that  Mr.  Clerimont  fays, 

by  way  ofpraife,  he  has  feen  prompting 

a   Hammering  witnefs    in  Weftminfter 

Hall,  that  wanted  inftruction ;  and  could 

venture  his  ears  with  great  bravery  for 

his  friend. 

A  worfe  character  than  this  can  there 
be?  Yet  is  it  not  produced  to  be  pu- 
nifhed,  neither. 

The  next  perfon  introduced  is  HEZE- 
KIAH  TIPKIN,  a  banker  in  Lombard 
Street,  a  man  of  an  infamous  and  fordid 
character,  and  a  vile  ui'urer:  who  has  a 
beautiful  niece,  Mifs  BRIDGET  TIPKIN, 
over-run  with  affectation  and  romance; 
with  a  great  fortune  in  money,  which  fo 
attracts  the  captain,  that  he  fuppofes,  in 
a  fordid,  but  witty  manner  enough,  all 
imaginable  perfections  in  her  perfon,  be- 
fore he  has  a  fight  of  it.  This  young 
lady,  by  a  treaty  between  her  uncle  Tip- 
kin  and  Sir  HARRY  GUBBIN,  a  tyran- 
nical, pofitive,  hot-headed  country  gen- 
tleman, is  defined  to  be  married  to 
HUMPHREY,  the  fon  of  Sir  Harry,  a 
creature  fo  favage,  fo  rough,  and  fo  ftu- 
pid,  that  there  cannot  be  drawn  a  ftronger 
contraft  between  his  character  and  that 
of  Mifs  Bridget's. 

Mr.  Pounce,  who  is  employed  as  a 
broker  in  their  match,  is,  for  a  reward 
of  xoool.  to  cheat  them  and  poor  Hum- 
phrey, and  to  procure  this  young  lady 
for  Captain  Clerimont.  Admirable  juf- 
tice  and  morality,  all  round !  you' il  &y, 
my  lady.  For  this  purpofe,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  that  Mr.  Pounce  (hould  find  Mr. 
Humphrey  fo  great  a  fool,  that,  though 

he 
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he  never  fmv  him  before,  he  very  eaiily 
lets  him  againft  his  father,  and  againll 
his  coufin  Bridget;  and  all  this  on  the 
wedding-day,  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
make  court  to  a  perfon  he  tells  him  of, 
but  never  faw:  and  who  ihould  this 
perfon  be,  as  he  tells  him,  but  the  fifter 
of  Fainlove,  Clerimont's  man-drefled 
miftrefs,  which  filler,  however,  was  to 
be  Fainlove,  or  Lucy  herfelf,  with  a 
worthy  intent  to  impofe  upon  poor  Hum- 
phrey, as  a  wife,  this  caft- off  miftrefs  of 
Clerimont?  A  juft,  a  generous,  an  ex- 
emplary plot  this ! 

The  next  character  is  an  old  maiden 
gentlewoman,  AUNT  to  Mils  Bridget, 
an  antiquated  virgin,  who,  as  Pounce 
fays,  has  a  mighty  affectation  for  youth, 
and  is  a  great  lover  of  men  and  money — 
and  fhe  is  fet  over  her  niece  as  a  pro- 
moter of  the  match  with  Humphrey- 
Over  this  lady  Mr.  Pounce  has  a  great 
afcendant,  half  for  fordid  reafons,  and 
half  for  amorous  ones;  and  (he  makes  a 
thorough  ridicnlotisand  improbable  cha- 
racter. Pounce  introduces  Captain  Cle- 
rimont into  the  company  of  the  aunt  and 
her  niece  5  and  entertains  the  former  while 
the  captain  engages  the  latter  on  the  fub- 
ject  of  her  beloved  romance.  Thefe, 
wifh  Mrs.  Clerimont's  maid  JENNY, 
are  the  principal  characters.  . 

I  need  not,  my  lady,  take  up  much  of 
your  time  or  my  own,  to  tell  you  how 
they  proceed. 

Mr.  Clerimont,  then,  after  bearing 
from  his  wife  what  hardly  any  gentleman 
could  bear,  furprifes  Fainlove  as  a  man 
(and  a  very  wicked  fcene  it  is  in  every 
part)  taking  mocking  freedoms  with  her: 
and  falling  into  a  feigned  rage,  threat- 
ens to  kill  Fainlove:  the  lady  at  firft 
menaces,  and  is  haughty  and  arrogant; 
but  finding  by  her  hufband's  behaviour 
to  Lucy,  whom  he  then  addreffes  with 
fondnefs  before  her  face,  that  fhe  is  trick- 
ed by  a  woman  in  man's  habit,  in  her 
turn  would  kill  the  impoftor  as  Lucy, 
whom  as  Fainlove  fhe  tried  to  lave ;  and 
a  fcene  on  this  occafion  occurs,  to  my 
thinking,  very  ridiculous.  Mr.  Cleri- 
mont then  upbraids  her  with  her  guilt; 
and,  what  was  hardly  ever  known  in  na- 
ture, fhe  reforms  injlantly  on  the  fpot, 
and  expreffes  all  the  figns  of  contrition 
imaginable.  He  forgives  and  receives 
her,  guilty  as  fhe  is  in  her  intention,  her 
perfon  only  untainted,  and  an  adnlterefs 
m  her  mind,  as  fhe  would  have  been  in 
fact,  had  Fainlove  been  a  man;  and  a 


moving  fcene,  had  it  been  frem  propetf 
motives,  follows.  Tel,  (ftill  more  pre- 
pofterous,  excufe  me,  Madam)  after- 
wards fhe  refumes  all  her  travelled  anJ 
nonfenfical  airs,  all  her  improbable  fol- 
lies, to  help  to  ftipport  the  plot  in  favour 
of  Captain  Clerimont  upon  Mifs  Bridget^ 
and  the  infamous  one  of  Pounce's  and 
Mr.  Clerimont'sagainftpoor  Humphrey, 
the  only  innocent  character  in  the  play, 
and  the  onlyfuffering  one:  and  this  lat- 
ter, as  well  as  the  former  plot,  being 
brought  about,  a  laughing  fcene  is  pro- 
duced, by  Sir  Harry's  foundly  cudgel- 
ing  his  ftupid  fon,  for  permitting  himfelf 
to  be  fo  foolifhly  drawn  in. 

Now,  my  good  lady,  can  you  fee  one 
character,  and,  I  think,  I  have  given 
them  juftly,  fit  to  be  fet  up  for  an  exam- 
ple in  this  celebrated  play  of  an  author 
ib  celebrated  ?  I  muft  own,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, I  was  greatly  difappointed  in  my 
expectations  of  it.  There  is,  indeed,  a 
great  deal  of  fprightly  wit,  and  know- 
ledge of  the  wicked  part  of  the  world, 
difplayed  in  it,  as  it  feems  to  me,  by  what 
I  have  heai\l  Mr.  B.  talk  fbmetimes;  but 
there  is  not  one  character  in  it  but  what 
is  mockingly  immoral,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  either  above  or  below  nature  ;  fo 
that  the  ridicule  which  is  intended  in  it, 
on  the.bad  characters,  cannot,  in  mypoor 
opwion,  be  juft  or  efficacious. 

For,  firft,  there  never,  I  believe,  could 
be  a  gentleman  fo  foolifhly  tender,  yet 
fo  plottingly  cruel,  to  his  lady,  as  Mr. 
Clerimont. 

There  never  could  be  fuch  a  very  fan- 
taftical  lady  as  Mrs.  Clerimont. — And 
there  is  fuch  an  improbability  in  the  in- 
timate accefs,  which  Lucy  in  man's 
clothes  has  to  her;  in  that  creature's  lewd 
views,  yet  faithful  and  generous  con- 
duct, in  giving  back  to  Clerimont,  who 
had  not  provided  for  her,  icool.  won 
on  the  fantaftical  lady;  and  yet  in  her 
being  fo  little  delicate  in  her  love  to  Cle- 
rimont, which  one  would  expect  fhould 
be  her  motive,  as  to  join  to  trick  and 
marry  one  of  the  greateft  fools  in  the 
world  ;  that  it  was  furprifing  to  me,  that 
it  could  pafs  either  author  or  audience. 

Then  Tipkin's  character  is  unnatural- 
ly, ftupidly,  yet  knavifhly  bad. 

Sir  Harry  Gubbm  is  a  father  who  never 
could  havehis  fellow;  and  after  furioufly 
beating  his  fon,  is  reconciled  to  his  mar- 
riage, as  inftantly  as  Mrs.  Clerimont  is 
converted;  and  that  to  an  unknown  per- 
fon, who  appears  to  him  in  man's  slothes, 

for 
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for  the  fake  of  three  thousand  pounds 
fortune  only,  although"  he  had  been 
quarrelling  with  Tipkin,  about  onethou- 
fand  pounds,  which  he  woul.I  not  give 
wp,  out  of  ten  tlnul'and  pounds,  which 
his  ion  was  to  i»r.  s  had  w'th  Bridget. 

Niiinps,  his  Jon,  is  a  chara6ter,  take  it 
altogether>  qaife  out  of  nature  and  pro- 
bability :  'tis  hardly  poflible,  that  a  fa- 
vage,  brought  up  in  a  wood,  who  never 
converted  with  man  or  woman,  could  be 
fo  ftupidj  and  eafily  might  a  poet  form 
a  plot  for  a  play,  if  fuch.  a  character  could 
be  admitted  as  Numps's. 

The  aunt  is  credulous  and  affected 
beyond  probability  alfo. 

Mils  Bridget  delicately  indelicate  in 
many  places,  and  improbably  fantaftick 
in  all. 

Pounce  fhamelefsly  glorying,  andfuc- 
ceeding  in  his  villainy,  and  deeming  the 
imputation  of  the  worft  of  rogueries  to 
him  as  a  panegyric:  and  fuch  immo- 
ralities, mingled  with  obfcenities,  all 
through,  that  I  was  glad  when  the  play 
was  over. 

But  yet,  to  fay  truth,  there  are  very 
pretty  defcriptions,  and  a  great  deal  of 
wit  and  humour  in  it.  The  dialogue  is 
lively  j  the  painter's  fcene  entertaining  ! 
and  that  between  Sir  Harry  and  Tipkin, 
diverting,  though  low;  which,  together 
with  the  fantaftick  airs  of  Mrs.  Clerimont 
and  Mifs  Bridget,  and  the  farcical  hu- 
mours of  Numps,  make  it  the  lefs  won- 
tler,  that  fuch  as  did  not  attend  to  nature, 
probability,  and  morality,  were  ftruck 
with  thelife  an  dfpirit  of  the  performance: 
nnd  efpecially  as  Mr.  Wilks,  who  acted 
Captain  Clerimont,  and  Mrs.  Oldfield, 
whoa£led  Mifs  Bridget,  fo  incomparably 
performed  their  parts,  as  muft  have  faved 
a  play  even  of  a  worfe  tendency  than  the 


The  moral  I  will  tranfcribe,  although, 
I  doubt,  it  is  a  very  inapplicable  one  to 
Ihe  characters  ;  and  fb  is  far  from  making 
amends  for  a  long  performance,  that  in 
fuch  a  variety  of  characters  has  not  one 
moral  one  in  it  ;  nor,  indeed,  is  there  fo 
much  as  one  juft  or  generous  defign  pur- 
-.  fued  throughout  the  play  : 

4  You've  feen  th'  extremes  of  the  domeftick 
«  life, 

*  A  fon  too  much  confin'd  —  too  free  a  wife. 

•  By  generous   bonds   you  either  ihould  re- 

«  ftrain, 
«  And  only  on  their  inclinations  gain.1 


This  I  call  inapplicable,  becaufe  it  was 
needlefs  advice  to  fuch  hufbands  as  Mr. 
Clerimont,  for  whom  it  feems  dcfigned ; 
for  hs  was  generous  to  excefs,  carry  hig- 
her abroad  to  Italy  and  France,  and 
paying  all  her  debts  of  honour  implicitly: 
whence  the  name  of  the  play,  The  Tender 
Hujband. 

(  Wives,  to  obey,  muft  LOVE—* 

Clerimont  did  every  thing  to  make  a 
grateful  woman  love  him,  before  his 
ilrange  plot  to  reclaim  her. 

— '  Children  REVERE, 
'  While  only  SLAVES  are  govern'd  by  their 
<  fear/ 

Mrs.  Clerimont  was  not  treated  like  a 
flawe,  yet  is  reclaimed  only  by  fear.  So 
that  the  moral  feems  to  be  calculated  for 
the  Numps's  (the  fools  and  idiots)  and 
the  Sir  Harries ;  two  characters,  that,  as 
I  humbly  apprehend,  never  were  in  na- 
ture, any  more,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  than 
are  the  reft. 

It  looks  to  me,  in  mort,  as  if  the  au- 
thor had  forgot  the  moral  all  the  way ; 
and  being  put  in  mind  of  it  by  forme 
kind  friend,  (Mr.  Addifon,  perhaps) 
was  at  a  lofs  to  draw  one  from  fiich 
characters  and  plots  as  he  had  produced; 
and  fo  put  down  what  came  uppermoft, 
for  the  fake  of  cTiftom,  without  much 
regard  to  propriety.  And  truly,  I  mould 
imagine  likewife,  that  the  play  was  be- 
gun with  a  defign  to  draw  more  amiable 
characters,  anfwerable  to  the  title  of  The 
Tender  Hufiand ;  but  that  the  author, 
being  carried  away  by  the  luxuriancy 
of  a  genius,  which  he  had  not  the  heart 
to  prune,  on  a  general  furvey  of  the 
whole,  diftrufting  the  propriety  of  that 
title,  added  the  under  one:  with  an— 
OR,  The  Accomptifcd  Fools,  in  juftice 
to  his  piece,  and  compliment  to  his  au- 
dience. And,  pardon  me,  Madam,  hail 
he  called  it  The  Accomplijh"d  Knaves, 
I  would  not  have  been  angry  at  him,  be- 
caufe there  would  have  been  more  pro- 
priety in  the  title. 

I  wifti  I  could,  for  the  fake  of  the  an- 
thors,  have  praifed  every  fcene  of  this 
play :  I  hoped  to  have  reafon  for  it.— 
Judge  then,  my  dear  lady,  what  a  mor- 
tification it  was  to  me,  not  to  be  able  to 
fay  I  liked  above  one,  the  Painters  feoff, 
which  too  was  out  of  time,  being  on'th* 
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wedding-day  ;  and  am  forced  to  difap- 
prove  of  every  character  in  it,  and  the 
views  of  every  one.  I  am,  deareft  Ma- 
danijT0ttr  mo  ft  obliged Jifler  andfer<vant, 

P.  B. 

LETTER    XIII. 


MY   DEAR   LADY, 

ALTHOUGH  I  cannot  tell  how 
you  received  my  obfervations  on  the 
tragedy  of  The  Diftreffed  Mother,  and 
the  comedy  of  the  Tender  Hiijband,  yet 
will  I  proceed  to  give  your  ladyfhip  my 
©pinion  of  the  Opera  I  was  at  laft  night. 

But  what'can  I  fay,  when  I  have  men- 
tioned what  you  fo  well  know,  the  fine 
fcenes,  the  genteel  and  fplendid  compa- 
.iiy,  the  charming  voices,  and  delightful 
'mufick  ? 

If,  Madam,  one  were  ail  ear,  and  loft 
to  every  fenfe  but  that  of  harmony,  furely 
the  Italian  opera  would  be  a  tranlporting 
thing! — But  when  one  finds  good  fenfe, 
and  inftruclion,  and  propriety,  facrificed 
to  the  charms  of  found,  what  an  unedi- 
iying,  what  a  mere  temporary  delight 
does  it  afford !  For  what  does  one  carry 
home,  but  the  remembrance  of  having 
been  pleafed  fo  many  hours  by  the  mere 
vibration  of  air,  which  being  but  found, 
you  cannot  bring  away  with  you  ;  and 
muft  therefore  enter  the  time  parted  in 
iuch  a  diverfion,  into  the  account  cfthofe 
blank  hours,  from  which  one  has  not 
reaped  fo  much  as  one  improving  lefTon  ? 

I  fpeak  this  with  regard  to  myfelf, 
who  know  nothing  of  the  Italian  lan- 
guage :  but  yet  I  may  not  be  very  un- 
happy, that  I  do  not,  if  I  may  form  my 
opinion  of  the  fentirnents  by  the  ener- 
vating foftnefs  of  the  found,  and  the  un- 
manly attitudes  and  geftures  made  ufe 
of  to.exprefs  the  paflions  of  the  men  per- 
formers, and  from  the  amorous  com- 
plainings of  the  women ;  as  vifible  in  the 
ibft,  the  too-foft,  aclion  of  each. 

Then,  though  I  cannot  but  fay,  that 
the  mulick  is  moll  melodious,  yet  to  fee 
•  a  hero,  as  an  Alexander,  or  a  Julius 
Csefar,  warbling  out  his  achievements 
in  war,  his  military  conquefts,  as  well  as 
his  lo.ve,  in  a  fong,  it  feems  to  me  to  be 
making  a  jeit  of  both. 

And  how  much  more  abfurd  is  it  ftill, 
tohearfome  dying  chieftain,  fome  unfor- 
tunate hero,  chanting  forth  his  woes  and 
his.  calamities,^  and  taking  his  leave  of  . 
tke  World,  with-  lefs  propriety  than,  our 


Englifh  criminals  at  the  fatal  tree !  What 
can  this  move,  how  can  this  pierce,  be 
the  ftory  ever  fo  di final,  any  thing  but 
one's  ears  ? 

Every  nation,  Mr.  B.  fays,  has  jt's 
peculiar  excellence :  the  French  tafte  is 
comedy  and  harlequinery  5  the  Italian, 
mufick  and  opera  j  the  Englifh,  mafcu- 
line  and  nervous  fenfe,  whether  in  tra- 
gedy or  comedy. — Why  can't  one,  me- 
thinks,  keep  to  one's  own  particular  na- 
tional excelknce,  and  let  others  retain 
theirs  ?  For  Mr.  B.  obferves,  that  when 
once  found  is  preferred  to  fenfe,  we  mall 
depart  from  all  our  own  worthinefs,  and, 
at  beft,  be  but  the  apes,  yea,  the  dupes, 
of  thofe  whom  we  mxy  Jlrwe  to  imitatej 
but  never  can  re^ch,  much  lefs  excel. 

Mr.  B.  fays  fometimes,  that  this  tafte 
is  almoft  the  only  good  fruit  our  young 
nobility  gather,  and  bring  home  from 
their  foreign  tours j  and  that  he  found 
the  Englifh  nation  much  ridiculed  on  this 
fcore  by  thofe  very  people  who  are  bene- 
fited by  the  depravity.  And  if  this  be 
the  beft,  what  muft  the  other  qualifica- 
tions be,  which  they  bring  home  ? — Yet 
every  one  does  not  return  with  fo  little 
improvement,  it  is  to  be  hoped. 

But  what  have  I  faid,  what  can  I  fay, 
of  an  Italian  opera  ?— Only,  little  to  the 
purpofe,  as  it  is,  I  wonder  how  I  have 
been  able  to  fay  fo  much  :  for  who  can 
defcribe  found  ?  Or  what  words  fhall  be 
found  to  imbody  air  ? — And  when  we 
return,  and  are  afked  our  opinion  of 
what  we  have  feen  or  heard,  we  are  only 
able  to  anfwer,  as  I  hinted  above,  the 
fcenery  is  fine  5  the  company  fplendid  and 
genteel ;  the  mufick  charming  for  the  time  5 
— the  action  not  extraordinary  ;  the  lan- 
guage unintelligible;  and  for  all  theie 
reafons — the  inftruclion  none  at  all. 

This  is  all  that  the  thing  itfelf  gives 
me  room  to  fay  of  the  Italian  opera ; 
very  probably,  for  want  of  a  polite  tafte, 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  language. 

In  my  next,  I  believe  I  mail  give  you, 
Madam,  my  opinion  of  a  diverfion  or 
amufement,  which,  I  doubt,  I  fhall  like 
ftill  lefs ;  and  that  is  a  Mafquerade,  for 
I  fear  I  mall  not  be  excufed  going  to  one, 
although  I  have  no  manner  of  liking  to 
,it,  efpecially  irimyprefent  way.  lam, 
Madam, your  ladjfitys  mojl  obliged  and 
faithful 

P.  B. 

I  nui ft  add  another  half  meet  to  this  let- 

tei-  en   the  fabjecVmjmer  of  it,  the 

opera  j 
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•pera  ;  and  am  fure  your  lady  (hip  will 
not  be  difpleafedwith  the  addition. 

-  Mr.  B.  coming  up,  juft  as  I  had  con- 
oluded  my  letter,  afked  me  what  was  my 
fubjeft?  I  told  him,  I  was  giving  your 
lady/hip  my  notions  of  the  Italian  opera. 
Let  me  fee  what  they  are,  my  dear ; 
for  this  is  a  fubjeft  that  very  few  of 
thofe  who  admire  theie  performances, 
and  fewer  ftill  of  thofe  who  decry  them, 
know  any  thing  of/ 
He  read  the  above,  and  was  pleafedto 
ommend  it.     '  Operas,"  faid  he,  *  are 
very  fad  things  in  England,  to  what 
they  are  in  Italy  ;  and  the  tranflations 
given  of  them  abominable:   and  in- 
deed, our  language  will  not  do  them 
juftice. 

*  Every  nation,   as  you  take  notice, 
has  it's  excellencies ;  and  you  fay  well, 
that  ours  mould   not  quit  the  manly 
nervous  fenfe,  which  is  the  diftinction 
of  the  Englim  drama.     One  play  of 
our  celebrated  Shakefpearewill  givein- 
finitely  more  pleafure  to  afenhblemind 
than  a  dozen  Englifh -Italian  operas. 
But,  my  dear,  in  Italy,  they  art  quite 
another  thing:  and  the  fenfe  is  not,  as  > 
here,  facrificed  fo  much  to  the  found, 
but  that  they  are  both  very  compa- 
tible.' 

'  Bepleafed,  Sir,  to  give  me  your  ob-. 
fervation  on  this  head  in  writing,  and 
then  I  mall  have  fomething  to  fend 
worthy  of  Lady  Davers's  acceptance. 
Do,  Sir,  pray  do.' 

*  I  will,   my  dear;'  and  he  took  a 
pen,  and  wrote  the  inclofed ;   which  I 
lieg  your  lady  (hip  to  return  me ;  becaufe 
I  will  keep  it  by  me,  for  my  inftruftion, 
if 'I  mould  be  led  to  talk  of  this  fubje6i 
in  company.     '  You  muft  let  my  filter 
know,'  faid  he,  «  that  I  have  given  my- 

felf  no  time  to  re-perufe  what  I  have 
written.  She  will  do  well,  therefore, 
to  correct  it,  and  return  it  to  you.' 

*  In  Italy,  judges  of  operas  are  fo  far 
from  thinking  the  drama  a  poetical  part 
of  their  operas  non fenfe,  as  the  unfkilled 
in  Italian  ra'ftily  conclude  in  England, 
that  if  the  Libretto,  as  they  call  it,  is 
not  approved,  the  opera,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  excellence  of  the  muiick,  will 
be  condemned.   For  the  Italians  iuftly 
determine,  that  the  very  muiick  of  an 
opera  cannot  be  complete  and  pleafmg, 
if  the  drama  be  incongruous,  as  I  may 
call  it,  in  it's  composition ;  becaufe  in 
order  to  pleafe,  it  muft  have  the  negef- 
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fary  contraft  of  the  grave  and  the  light*, 
that  is,  the  diverting,  equally  blended 
through  the  whole.  If  there  be  too  much 
of  the  firft,  let  the  muiick  be  compofed 
ever  fo  mafterly  in  that  ftyle,  it  will  be- 
come heavy  and  tirefome;  if  the  latter 
prevail,  it  will  furfeit  with  it's  levity : 
wherefore  it  is  the  poet's  bufmefs  to 
adapt  the  words  for  this  agreeable 
mixture:  for  the  mufick  is  but  fecond- 
ary,  and  fubfervient  to  the  words;  and 
if  there  be  an  artful  contraft  in  the 
drama,  there  will  be  the  fame  in  the 
mufick,  fuppofmg  the  compofer  to  be  a 
ikilful  matter. 

1  Now,  fmce  in  England,  the  practice 
has  been  to  mutilate,  curtail,  and  patch 
up  a  drama  in  Italian,  in  order  to  in- 
troduce favourite  airs,felecled  from  dif- 
ferent authors,  the  contraft  has  always 
been  broken  thereby,  and  the  opera 
damned,  without  every  one's  knowing 
the  reafon  :  and  fmce  ignorant  merce- 
nary prompters,  though  Italians,  have 
been  employed  in  the  hotch-potch,  and 
in  tranflating  our  drama's  from  Italian 
into  Engliih,  how  could  fuch  opera's 
appear  any  other  than  incongruous 
nonfenfe  ? 

RECITATIVO'S. 

(  To  avoid  the  natural  diffonance  and 
irregularity  in  common  ipeech,  recita - 
tivo's  in  mufick  and  dramatical  per- 
formances were  invented ;  and,  al- 
though the  time  in  pronouncing  the 
words  contained  in  them, is  fcarcc  longer 
than  in  common  converfation,  yet  the 
harmony  of  the  chords  of  the  thorough  - 
bafe,  which  then  accompanies  the  vcu:e, 
delights  the  ears  of  difcerning  judges  : 
wherefore  recitative  is  a  regular  way  of 
fpeaking  mufically,  as  I  may  fay,  in 
order  to  avoid  and  correct  the  irregula- 
rities of  Ipeech,  often  found  in  nature, 
and  to  exprefs  the  variety  of  paffions, 
without  offence  to  the  ear.' 

Permit  me,  dear  Madam,  to  repeat 
my  affurances,  that  I  am,  and  muft  ever 
be, your  obliged Jifter  andfervant, 

P.  B. 


LETTER     XIV. 

WELL,  now,  my  dear  lady,  I  will 
give  you  my  poor  opinion  of  a 
Mafquerade,  to  which  Mr.  B.  perfuaded 
3  R  a  me 
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meto  accompany  Mifs  Darnfordj  for,  as 
I  hinted  in  my  former,  I  had  a  great  in- 
difference, or  rather  difiike,  to  go,  and 
Mifs  therefore  wanted  fo  powerful  a  fe- 
cond,  to  get  me  with  her  j  becaufe  I  was 
afraid  the  freedoms  which  I  had  heard 
vrere  ufed  there,  would  not  be  very  agree- 
able to  my  appreheniive  temper,  at  this 
time  efpecially. 

But  finding  Mr.  B.  chofe  to  have  me 
go,  if,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  I  had  no 
objection—- •*  I  faid,  I  <iuilt  have  none, 
'  Sir,  I  can  have  none,  when  you  tell  me 
'  it  is  your  choice ;  and  fo  fend  for  the 
'  habits  you  like,  and  that  you  would 
'  have  me  appear  in,  and  I  will  cheerfully 
*  attend  you.' 

The  habit  Mr.  B.  pitched  upon,  was 
that  of  a  SpanifhE)on,and  it  well  befitted 
the  majefty  of  his  perfon  and  air,  and 
Mifs  Darnford  chofe  that  of  a  young  Wi  - 
dow;  and  Mr.  B.  recommended  that  of  a 
Quaker  for  me.  We  all  admired  one  ano- 
ther irt  our  dreffes  j  and  Mr.  B.  promifmg 
to  have  me  always  in  his  eye,  we  went 
thither. 

But  I  never  defire  to  be  prefent  at  ano- 
ther. Mr.  B.  was  fingled  out  by  a  bold 
Nun,  who  talked  Italian  to  him  with  fuch 
free  airs,  that  I  did  not  much  like  it, 
though  I  knew  not  what  (he  laid;  for  I 
thought  the  dear  gentleman  no  mere  kept 
to  his  Spanish  gravity,  than  me  to  the  re- 
quifites  of  the  habit  me  wore :  when  I 
had  imagined,  that  all  that  was  tolerable 
in  a  mafquerade,  was  the  acting  up  to 
the  character  each  perfon  afliimed  :  and 
this  gave  me  no  objection  to  the  Quaker's 
dreis ;  for  I  thought  I  was  prim  enough 
f«r  that  naturally. 

I  fnidfoftly— '  Dear  Mifs  Darnford/ 
(for  Mr.  B.  and  the  Nun  were  out  of  fight 
in  a  moment)  '  what  is  become  of  that 
'  Nun  ?' — 'Rather,'  whifpered  me,  *  what 
'.is  become  of  the  Spaniard?' 

A  Cardinal  attacked  me  mftantly  in 
French :  but  I  anfwered  in  Englilh,  not 
knowing  what  he  faid—-'  Quakers  are  net 
'  fit  company  for  Red-hats.' 
.  *  They  are,'  faid  he,  in  the  fame  lan- 
guage; '  for  a  Quaker  and  a  Jefuit  is  the 
*  fame  thing. ' 

Mifs  Darnford  was  addrefled  by  the 
-name  of  the  Sprightly  Widow:  another 
afked,how  long  fhe  intended  to  wear  thcfe 
weeds  ?  And  a  footman,  in  a  rich  livery, 
anfwered  for  her  eyes,  through  her  maik, 
that  it  would  no,t  be  a  month. 

But  I  was  tfartleo!  when  a  Prelbyterian 


Parfon  camcup  to  me,  and  bid  me  look 
after  my  Mufidorus—  So  that  I  doubted 
not  by  this,  it  muft  be  fomebody  who 
knew  my  name  to  be  Pamela;  and  I  pre- 
iently  thought  of  one  of  my  lawyers, 
whofe  charaaers  I  gave  in  a  former 
letter. 

Indeed,  he  needed  not  to  bid  me;  for 
I  was  lorry,  on  more  accounts  than  that 
of  my  timoroufnefs,  to  have  loft  fight  of 
him.  '  Out  upon  thefe  nafty  maique- 
<  rades  !'  thought  Ij  '  I  can't  abide  them 
f  already!' 

An  egregious  beauifh  appearance  came 
up  to  Mils,  and  faid  —  «  You  hang  out 

*  a  very  pretty  /£»,  Widow.'  — 

'  Not,'  replied  (he,  '  to  invite  fuch  fops 
'  as  you  to  my  mop.' 

*  Any  cuftomer  would  be  welcome,* 
returned  he,  f  in  my  opinion.  —  I  whifper 

*  this  as  a  fecret.' 

*  And  I  whifper  another,'  faid  fhe, 
butnotwhifperingly,  *  that  no  place  war- 
'  rants  ill  manners.' 

'  Are  you  angry,  Widow  ?' 

She  affected  a  laugh:  <  No,  indeed}  it 
'  Tn't  worthwhile.' 

He  turned  to  me  —  and  I  was  afraid  of 
fome  fuch  hit  as  he  gave  me  —  '  I  hope, 

*  friend,  thou  art  prepared  with  a  father 

*  for  the  light  within  thee  ?'  —  This  was 
his  free  word. 

*  Is  this  wit  ?'  faid  I,  taming  to  Mifs 
Darnford:  *  I  have  enough  of  this  diver- 
'  fion,  where  nothing  but  coarfe  jefts  ap- 


pear 

At  laft  Mr.  B.  accofted  us,  as  if  he 
had  not  known  us:  *  So  lovely  a  Widow, 
'  and  fo  fweet  a  friend  !  no  wonder  you 
'  do  not  feparate  :  for  I  fee  not  in  this  va- 

*  rious  affembly  a  third  perfon  of  your 

*  fex  fit  to  join  with  you.1 

«  'Noto/a?',  Sir!—'  faid  I—  '  Will  not  a 
'  penitent  Nun  make  a  good  third  with  a 
'  mourn  f  ul  Widow,  and  a  prim  Quaker  ?* 

'  Not  for  more  than  ten  minutes  at 
<  moft.' 

Inftantly  the  Nun,  a  fine  perfon  of  a 
lady,  with  a  noble  air,  though  I  did  not 
like  her,  joined  ITS,  and  fpoke  in  Italian 
fomething  very  free,  as  it  feemed  by  her 
manner,  and  Mr.  B/s  fmiling  anfwer; 
but  neither  Mifs  Darnford  nor  I  under- 
flood  that  language,  and  Mr.  B.  would 
not  explain  it  to  us. 

But  fhe  gave  him  a  fignal  to  follow  her, 
fecming  to  be  much  taken  with  his  per- 
fon and  air;  for  though  there  were  three 
other  Spanith  habits  there,  he  was  called 
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Spaniard  by  one,  The  band- 
feme  Spaniard  by  another,  in  our  hear- 
ing, as  he  parted  with  us  to  the  deficit, 
where  we  drank  each  of  us  a  glais  of 
Champaign,  and  eat  a  few  fweetmeats, 
with  a  crowd  about,  us ;  but  we  appeared 
not  to  know  one  another:  while  feyeial 
odd  appearances,  as  one  Indian  Prince, 
one  Chineie  Mandarin,  feveral  Domine's, 
of  bothfexes,  a  Dutch  Skipper,  a  Jewifli 
Rabbi,  a  Greek  Monk,  a  Harlequin,  a 
Turkifh  Bafhaw,  and  Capuchin  Friar, 
glided  by  us,  as  we  returned  into  com- 
pany, fignifying,  that  we  were  ftrangers 
to  them ,  by  fqueaking  out — 'I  knowyou  i ' 
•— - Which  is  half  the  wit  of  the  place. 

Mr.  B.  had  more  attacks  made  upon 
him  by  ladies,  than  we  had  by  gentle- 
men ;  and  his  fine  perfon,  noble  air, 
and  a  deportment  fo  fuited  to  his  habit, 
(only  in  the  encounter  of  the  Nun,  when 
he  had  more  of  the  French  freedom,  as  I 
thought,  than  the  Spanifh  gravity)  made 
him  many  admirers;  and  more,  when  the 
Spanifh  Minifter,  who  was  there  in  a 
French  dreis,  fpoke  to  him  in  Spanifh, 
and  received  a  polite  anfwer  from  him 
in  the  fame ;  while  there  were  feveral 
who  perfonated  foreign  characters,  and 
knew  nothing  of  the  language  of  the 
country  whole  habits  they  arTumed. 

There  were  divers  antick  figures,  fome 
with  caps  and  bells,  one  dreifed  like  a 
Punch;  feveral  Harlequins,  and  other  lu- 
dicrous forms,  that  jumped  and  ran  about 
like  mad;  and  feemed  as  if  they  would 
have  it  thought,  that  ail  their  wit  lay  in 
their  heels. 

Two  ladies,  one  in  a  very  fantaftick 
party-coloured  habit,  with  a  plume  of 
feathers,  the  other  in  a  ruftick  one,  with 
a  garland  of  flowers  round  her  head,  were 
much  take/i  notice  of  for  their  freedom, 
and  having  fomething  to  fay  to  every 
body.  They  were  as  feldom  feparated  as 
MifsDarnford  and  I,  and  were  followed 
by  a  crowd  wherever  they  went.  . 

The  party-coioured  one  came  up  to 
me:  '  Friend,'  faid  fhe,  *  there  is  fome- 
thing in  thy  perfon  that  attracts  every 
one's  notice :  but  if  a  fack  had  not  been 
a  prophane  thing,  it  would  have  be- 
come theealmoft  as  well.' 
'  I  thank  thee,  friend,'  faid  I,  <  for 
thy  counfel;  but  if  thou  hadft  been 
pleafed  to  look  at  home,  thou  wouldft 
not  have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  join 
fuch  advice,  and  fuch  an  appearance, 
together,  as  thou  makeit'.' 
This  made  every  one  that  heard  it 


laugh — One  faid,  the  butterfly  had  met 
with  her  match. 

She  returned,  with  an  affected  laugh— 
«  Smartly  faid  ! — But  art  thou  come  hi- 
'  ther,  friend,  to  make  thy  light  mine 
'  before  men  or  women  ?' 

'  Verily,  friend,  neither/  replied  I; 
'  but  out  of  mere  curiofity,  to  look  into 

*  the  mindt  of  both  fexes  j  which  I  read 

*  in  their  drejj'esC 

'  A  general  fatire  on  the  afiemblee, 
f  by  the  mafs  !'  faid  a  fat  Monk, 

The  Nun  whiiked  to  us  :  4  We're  all 
'  concerned  in  my  friend's  remark — * 

*  And  no  difgrace  to  a  fair  Nun,'  re- 
turned I,  *  if  her  behaviour  anfwer  her 

*  drefs — Nor  to  a  reverend  Friar,'  turn- 
ing to  the  Monk,  '  if  his  mind  be  not  a 

*  difcredit  to  his  appearance — Nor  yet 
'  to  a  Country-girl,'  turning  to  the  par- 
ty-coloured lady's  companion,  *  if  fhe  ' 
'  has  not  weeds  in  her  heart  to  difgrace 

*  the  flowers  on  her  head.' 

An  odd  figure,  reprefenting  a  Merry 
Andrew,  took  my  hand,  and  laid,  I 
had  the  moil  piquant  wit  he  had  met 
with  that  night :  *  And,  friend,'  faid  he^ 
'  let  us  be  better  acquainted !' 

*  Forbear,'  faid  I,  withdrawing  ray 
hand;  '  not  a  companion  for  a  Jack- 

*  pudding  neither  1' 

A  Roman  Senator  juft  then  accofted 
Mifs  Darnford;  and  Mr.  B.  feeing  me 
fo  much  engaged — '  'Twere  hard,'  faid 
he,*  if  our  nation,  in  fpite  of  Cervantes, 
produced  not  one  cavalier  to  protect  a 
fair  lady  thus  furrounded.' 
'  Though  furrounded,  not  diftreffed, 
my  good  Knight-errant,'  faid  theNun : 
the  fair  Quaker  will  be  too  hard  for 
half  a  dozen  antagonifts,  and  wants 
not  your  protection  : — but  your  poor 
Nun  befpeaks  it,'  whifpered  fhe,  *  who 
has  not  a  word  to  fay  for  herfelf.' 
Mr.  B.  anfwered  her  in  Italian,  (I 
wifh  I  underftood  Italian ! ) — and  me  had 
recourfe  to  her  beads. 

You  can't  imagine,  Madam,  how  this 
Nun  haunted  him  ! — Indeed,  you  can't 
imagine  it  ! 

I  mufl  needs  fay,  I  don't  like  thefe 
mafquerades  at  all.  Many  ladies,  on 
thefe  occafions,  are  fo  very  free,  that  the 
cenforious  will  be  apt  to  blame  the  whole 
fex  for  their  conduct,  and  to- fay,  their 
hearts  are  as  faulty  as  thofe  of  the  moft 
culpable  men,  iince  they  fcruple  not  to 
mew  as  much,  when  they  think  they  can- 
not be  known  by  their  faces.  But  it  is 
my  humble  ppinion,  that  could  there  be 
a  (laudard 
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a  ftandard  fixed,  by  which  one  could  de- 
termine readily  what  is,  and  what  is  not 
wit,  decency  would  not  be  fo  often 
wounded,  by  attempts  to  be  witty,  as  it 
is.  For  here  every  one,  who  can  give 
m'mfelf  the  liberty  to  lay  things  that 
fhock  a  modefter  perfon,  not  meeting 
with  due  rebuke,  but  perhaps  a  fmile, 
{without  confidering  whether  it  be  of 
contempt  or  approbation)  miftakes  cou- 
rage for  wit  5  and  every  thing  facred  or 
civil  becomes  the  fubject  of  his  frothy 
jeft. 

How  elfe  can  one  account  for  the  li- 
berties of  expreflion  and  behaviour  taken 
by  fome  of  thofe  who  perfonated  bifhops, 
cardinals,  priefts,  nuns,  &c.  ? — For  the 
freeit  things  I  heard  faid,  were  from  per- 
ions  in  thofe  habits  ;  who  behaved  with 
fo  much  levity  and  indecorum,  as  if  they 
were  reiblved,  as  much  as  in  th/em  lay, 
to  throw  thofe  venerable  characters  into 
ridicule,  for  no  other rea fon  than  becaufe 
they  are  by  the  generality  of  the  world 
deemed  'venerable  \  but  if  it  was  once  de- 
termined, that  nothing  fhould  be  called 
true  wit,  as  nothing  certainly  ought,  but 
what  will  (land  the  teft  of  examination, 
but  what  is  confident  with  decency  and 
good  manners,  and  what  will  make  an 
innocent  heart  brilliant  and  cheerful,  and 

five  it's  fan&ion  to  the  happy  expreflion, 
y  trying  to  keep  up  and  return  the  ball 
in  like  virtuous  and  lively  raillery,  then 
we  mould  have  our  publick  entertain- 
ments fuch  as  the  moft  fcrupukms  might 
join  to  countenance  and  applaud. 

But  what  a  moralizer  am  I !  wilfyour 
ladyihip  fay:  indeed  I  can't  help  it:— 
and  eipecially  on  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  a 
mafquerdde,  which  I  diflike  more  than 
any  thing  I  ever  law.  I  could  fay  a  great 
deal  more  on  this  occafion ;  but,  upon 
my  word,  I  am  quite  out  of  humour  with 
it ;  for  I  liked  my  Englim  Mr.  B.  better 
thaii( my  Spaniard}  and  the  Nun  I  ap- 
proved not  by  any  means ;  though  there 
were  fome  who  obferved,  that  me  was  one 
of  the  gracefullett  figures  in  the  place. 
And  indeed,  in  fpite.of  my  own  heart,  I 
could  not  help  thinking  fo  too. 

Your  lady  (hip  knows  fo  well  what 
mafquerades  are,  that  I  may  well  be  ex- 
eufed  faying  any  thing  further  on  a  fub- 
je6l  I  am  fo  little  pleafed  with :  for  you 
onlydefire  my  notions  of  thofe  diver/ions, 
becaufe  I  am  a  novice  in  them ;  and  this, 
I  doubt  not,  will  doubly  ferve  to  anfwer 
that  purpofe. 

J  {hall  only  therefore  .add,  thai  after 


an  hundred  other  impertinences  fpoken 
to  Mifs  Darn  ford  and  me,  and  retorted 
with  fpirit  by  her,  and  as  well  as  I  could 
by  myfelf,  quite  fick  of  the  place,  I 
feigned  to  be  more  indifpofed  than  I  was, 
and  fo  got  my  beloved  Spaniard  to  go 
off  with  us,  and  reached  home  by  three 
in  the  morning.  And  fo  much  for  maf- 
querades.  I  hope  I  (hall  never  have  oc- 
cafion to  mention  them  again  to  your 
ladyihip.  I  am,  my  deafeft  Madam, 
your  e<ver  obliged 'Jlfter  andfervant, 

P.E. 


LETTER     XV. 

MY    DEAREST   LADY, 

MY  mind  is  fo  wholly  ingrafted  by 
thoughts  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture from  thofe  which  the  diverfions  of 
the  town  and  theatres  infpire,  that  I  beg 
to  beexcufed,  if,  for  the  prefent,  I  fay 
nothing  further  of  thofe  lighter  matters. 
But  yet,  fmce  your  ladymip  does  not 
difapprove  of  my  remarks,  I  intend,  if 
it  pleafe  God  to  fpare  my  life,  to  make  a 
little  book,  which  I  will  prefent  to  your 
ladyfhip,  containing  my  poor  obferva- 
tionson  all  the  dramatick  entertainments 
I  have  feen,  and  mall  fee,  this  winter  ; 
and  for  this  pnrpofe  I  have  made  brief 
notes  in  the  margin  of  the  printed  plays 
I  have  bought,  as  I  faw  them,  with  a 
pencil ;  by  referring  to  which,  as  helps  to 
my  memory,  I  (hall  be  able  to  tell  your 
lady  (hip  what  my  thoughts  were  at  the 
time  of  feeing  them,  pretty  nearly  with 
the  fame  advantage,  as  if  I  had  written 
them  at  my  return  from  each. 

I  have  obtained  of  Sir  Simon,  and 
Lady  Darnford,  the  very  great  pleafurc 
of  their  permiffion  for  Mifs  to  ftay  with 
me  till  it  (hall  be  feen  how  it  will  pleafe 
God  to  deal  with  me,  and  I  owe  this  fa- 
vour part!y  to  a  kind  letter  written  in 
my  behalf  to  Sir  Simon,  by  Mr.  B.  and 
partly  to  the  young  lady's  earneft  requeft 
to  her  papa,  to  oblige  me;  Sir  Simon 
having  made  fome  difficulty  to  comply, 
as  Mr.  Murray  and  his  bride  have  left 
them,  faying,  he  could  not  live  long,  if 
he  had  not  the  company  of  his  beloved 
daughter. 

I  cannot  but  fay,  I  have  many  more 
anxieties  and  apprehenfioris,  than  perhaps 
I  ought  to  have,  on  the  approaching  oc- 
cafion ;  but  I  was  always  a  fad  coward, 
and  too  thoughtful  a  good  doal  s  but  I 

have 
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have  fo  much  to  lofe ;  fuch  a  hufband  to 
part  with,  if  I  muft  part  with  him ;  i'uch 
generous  friends  and  lovers,  as  I  may 
i'ay,  of  both  fexes :  and  then  the  circum- 
ftance  itfelf  has  fo  many  terrors  to  an  ap- 
prehenfive  mind,  attending  it,  that  I  am 
out  of  breath  fometimes  at  the  thoughts 
of  it,  and  want  to  run  away  from  my  felt", 
if  I  could. — But  it  cannot  be  j  and  when 
I  charge  my  mind  with  the  reflections 
which  religion  infpires,  and  afk  myfelf, 
who  it  was  that  gave  me  all  thefe  blef- 
fings,  and  who  it  is  that  has  a  right  to 
recall  them,  if  he  pleales^,  and  ivhstz,  and 
in  what  eway  he  pleaies  ?  and  that  if  I 
leave  them  not  now,  I  muft  be  feparated 
from  them  another  day  ;  I  endeavoured 
to  bring  my  mind  to  a  reiignation  to  the 
Divine  will. 

But  what  mail  I  fay,  Madam,  when  I 
find  my  frailty  is  fo  muchincreafed,  that 
I  cannot,  with  the  fame  intenfenefs  of 
devotion,  that  I  ufed  to  be  bleft  with, 
apply  myfelf  to  the  throne  of  Grace,  nor 
or  confequence,  find  my  invocations  an- 
iwered  by  that  delight,  and  inward  fatis- 
facHon,  with  which  I  ufed  to  pleafe  my- 
felf  when  the  prefent  near  profpeft  was 
more  remote  ? 

I  hope  I  mail  not  be  deferted  in  the 
hour  of  trial,  and  that  this  my  weaknefs 
of  mind  will  not  be  punifhed  with  a  fpi- 
ritual  dereliction,  for  differing  myfelf  to 
be  too  much  attached  to  thofe  worldly 
delights  and  pleafures,  which  no  mortal 
ever  enjoyed  in  amoreexalted  degree  than 
myfelf.  And  I  befeech  you,  my  deareft 
lady,  let  me  be  always  remembered  in 
your  prayers. — only  for  a  resignation  to 
the  Divine  will  j  a  cheerful  re fignation! 
I  prefume  not  to  prefcribe  to  his  gra- 
cious Providence ;  for  if  one  has-  but 
that,  one  has  every  thing  that  one  need 
to  h:ive.  Yet,  my  dear  lady,  there  is 
fuch  a  natural  repugnance  between  life 
and  death,  that  nature  will  fhrink.  when 
one  comes  to  the  trial,  let  one  have  never 
,  fo  much  fortitude  at  a  diftance.  Yet,  I 
1  may  be  forgiven  ;  for  iiow-and- 
then  I  comfort  myfelf  with  the  Divine 
exempiar,  who  prayed  in  bloody  fvveats 
for  the  bitter  cup  to  be  removed ;  but 
gave  us  the  example  of  refignation,  that 
I  am  wifhing  to  be  able  to  follow  :— 
*  However,  not  miney  but  thy  will  be 
(  done  r , 

Forgive  me,  my  deareft  lady,  for  being 
fo  deeply  ferious.  I  have  juft  now  been 
contending  with  a  fevere  pang,  that  is, 


for  the  prefent,  gone  off;  what  effeS  it's 
return  may  have,  God  only  knows. 
And  if  this  is  the  laft  line  I  mall  ever 
write,  it  will  be  the  more  fatisfaclory  to 
me,  as  (with  my  humble  refpe&s  to  my 
good  Lord  Davers,  and  my  dear  Coun- 
tefs,  and  praying  for  the  continuance  of 
all  your  healths  and  happinefs,  both  here 
and  hereafter)  I  am  permitted  to  fub- 
fcribe  myl&iyourladyjbifi  oblige  dfjler* 
and  humble  fer=v  ant  y 

P.Br 


LETTER     XVI. 

FROM  LADY  DAVERS  TO  MR.  B. 

MY  DEAREST  BROTHER, 

ALTHOUGHI  believe  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  put  a  man  of  your  generous 
fpirit  in  mind  of  doing  a  worthy  action  ; 
yet,  as  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have 
thought  of  what  I  am  going  to  hint  to 
you,  I  cannot  forbear  a  line  or  two  with 
regard  to  the  good  old  couple  in  Kent. 

I  am  fure,  if,  for  our  fins,  God  Al- 
mighty ^hould  take  from  us  my  incom- 
parable lifter,  (forgive  me,  my  dear  bro- 
ther, but  to  intimate  what  may  be,  al- 
though I  hourly  pray,  as  her  trying  mi- 
mite  approaches,  that  it  will  not)  you 
will,  for  her  fake,  take  care  that  her  ho- 
neft  parents  have  not  the  lofs  of  your  fa- 
vour, to  deepen  the  inconfolableone,  they 
.will  have,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  of  the  beft  of 
daughters. 

I  iay,I  am  fure  you  will  do  as  generouf- 
ly  by  them  as  ever:  and  I  dare  fay,  your 
fweet  Pamela  doubts  it  not:  yet  as  you/ 
know  how  fenfible  fhe  is  of  every  favour 
done  them,  it  is  the  Countefs's  opinion, 
and  mine,  and  Lady  Betty's  too,  that 
you  give  her  this  ailurance  in  fame  legal 
way  j  for,  as  (lie  is  naturally  apprehen- 
five,  and  thinks  more  of  her  prefent  eir- 
cumftances,  than,  for  your  Hike,  me 
choofes  to  exprefs  to  you,  it  will  be  like  ,i 
cordial  to  her  dutiful  and  grateful  heart; 
and  I  xlo  not  know,  if  it  will  not  contri- 
bute, more  than  any  one  thing,  to  make  - 
her  go  through  her  tafk  with  eafe  and 
fefety. 

I  know  how  much  your  heart  is 
wrapped  up  in  the  dear  creature  :  an'd 
you  arc  a  worthy  brother  to  let  it  be  fo  ! 
You  will  excui'e  ms  therefore,  I  am  fure, 
for  this  my  officioufneis, 

I  ijave  no  doubt  but  God  will  Ipare 

her 
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her  to  us,  becaufe,  although  we  may  not 
be  worthy  of  fo  much  excellence,  yet  we 
now  all  unite  ib  gratefully  to  thank  him 
for  fuch  a  worthy  relation,  that  I  hope 
we  fhall  not  be  deprived  of  an  example 
fonecefiary  to  us  ail. 

I  can  have  but  one  fear,  and  that  is, 
that,  young  as  me  is,  me  feeins  ripened 
for  glory ;  me  feems  to  have  lived  long 
enough  for  herfelf.  But  for  you,  and 
for  us,  that  God  willy?/// fpare  her,  fhall 
fcc  the  hourly  prayer  of,  my  dear  worthy 
brother ,  your  ever  affectionate  fij\ery 

B.  DAVERS. 

Have  you  got  her  mother  with  you  I 
hope  you  have.  God  give  you  a  fon 
and  heir,  if  it  be  his  bleffed  will !  But, 
however  that  be,  prefer ve  your  PA- 
MELA to  you !  for  you  never  can  have 
iiich  another  wife. 


LETTER    XVII. 

•  FROM  MRS.B.  TO   MR.  B. 

MY  EVER-DEAR,  AND  EVER-HONOURED 
MR.  B» 

SI  N  C  E  I  know  not  how  it  may  pleafe 
God  Almighty  to  difpofe  of  me  on 
the  approaching  occafion,  I  mould  think 
inyfelf  inexcufable,  if  I  could  not  find 
one  or  two  felect  hours  to  dedicate  to 
you,  out  of  the  very  many,  in  the  writ- 
jng  way,  in  which  your  goodnefs  has 
"indulged  me,  becaufeyou  faw  I  took  de- 
light in  it. 

"But  yet  think  not,  O  beft  beloved  of 
my  heart !  that  I  have  any  boon  to  beg, 
any  favour  to  afk,  either  for  myfelf,  or 
for  my  friends,  or  fo  much  as  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  favour  to  the  one  or'the 
other.  As  to  them,  you  have  prevented 
and  exceeded  all  my  willies :  as  to  my- 
felf, if  it  pleafe  God  to  fpare  me,  I  knew 
I  iha'li  always  be  rewarded  beyond  my 
defert,  let  my  defervings  be  what  they 
will.  I  have  only  therefore  to  acknow- 
.  ledge,  with  thedeepeft  fenfe  of  your  good - 
nefs  to  me,  and  with  the  moft  heart-af- 
fecting gratitude,  that  from  the  happy, 
the  thrice  happy  hour,  that  you  fo  ge- 
neroufly  made  me  yours,  till  this  mo- 
iiientj  you  have  not  left  me  one  thing  on 
my  own  part,  to  wifh  for,  but  the  conti- 
nuance and  increafe  of  your  felicity,  and 
that  I  might  be  worthier  and  worthier  of 
the  unexampled  goocmeii,  tendernefs, 


and  condefcenfion,  wherewith  you  have 
always  treated  me. 

No,  my  deareft,  my  beft  beloved  ma- 
fter,  friend,  hufband,  my  fir/},  my  lajtt 
and  only  love !  believe  me,  I  have  no- 
thing to  wifh  for  but  your  honour  and 
felicity,  temporal  and  eternal  j  and  I  make 
no  doubt,  that  God,  in  his  infinite  good- 
nefs and  mercy,   will  perfect  his  own 
good  work,  begun  in  your  dear  heart; 
and,  whatever  may  now  happen,  give  us 
a  happy  meeting,  never  more  to  part  from 
one  another.      For,   although,  as  you 
were  pleafed   to  queftion  t'other  day, 
when  you  were  refolving  fome  of  my 
doubts — (and,  Oh,  what  a  fweet  expo- 
fitor  have  you  been  to  me  upon  all  thofe 
occafions,  on  which  my  diffident  mind 
led  me  to  you  for  information  and  di- 
rection!) whether  the  happinefs  of  the 
blefled  was  not  too  exalted  a  happinefs 
to  be  affected  with  the  poor  ties  of  rela- 
tionfhip  and  fenfe,  which  now  delight 
and  attach  fo  much  to  them  our  narrow 
minds  and  conceptions j  yet  cannot  I 
willingly  give  up  the  pleafing,the  charm- 
ing hope,  that   I  mull  one  day  rejoice, 
dtfimguijhly  rejoice,  in  the  fpciety  of  my 
belt  beloved  hufband  and  friend,  and  in 
that  of  my  dear  parents :  and  I  will  keep 
and  encourage  this  dear  hope,  fo  confo- 
latory  to  me  in  the  feparation  which 
deareft  friends  mujl  experience,  fo  long 
a.s  it  can  (land  me  in  any  ftead;  and  till 
I  fhall  be  all  intellect,  and  above  the 
foothing  imprefTions  which  are  now  fo 
agreeable  to  fenfe,  and  to  conjugal  and 
filial  piety. 

Let  me  then  beg  of  you,  my  deareft 
protector  and  beft  friend,  to  pardon  all 
my  imperfections  and  defects  j  and  if, 
,ever  fince  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be 
yours,  I  have  in  looks,  or  in  ivord,  or  in 
deed,  given  you  caufe  to  wifh  me  other 
than  I  was,  that  you  will  kindly  put  it 
to  the  fcore  of  natural  infirmity  (for  in 
thought  or  intention,  I  can  truly  boaft, 
I  have  never  wilfully  erred.)  Your  ten,- 
dernefs  for  me,  and  your  generous  po- 
litenefs  to  me,  always  gave  me  apprehen- 
fion,  that  I  was  not  what  you  wifhedme 
to  be,  becaufe  you  would  not  find  fault 
with  me  fo  cfteri  as  I  fear  I  deferved  : 
and  this  makes  me  beg  of  you  to  do,  as. 
I  hope  God  Almighty  will,  pardon  all 
my  involuntary  errors  andomiffions. 

You  have  enabled  me,  Sir,  to  do  all 
the  good  to  my  poor  neighbours,  and  to 
diftreffed  objects,  which  was  in  my  owa 
heart  to  doj  and  I  hope  I  have  made  ufe 
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of  the  power  you  have  fo  gcneroufly  in- 
trufted  me  with,  in  a  manner,  that  may 
mew  I  had  a  regard  to  your  honour,  and 
to  the  exigency  of  the  particular  caies  re- 
commended to  me,  without  extravagance 
or  vanity.  But  yet  as  it  is  neceffary  I 
mould  render  fome  account  of  my  ftew- 
ardfhip,  in  relation  to  the  large  fums  you 
have  put  into  my  hands  for  charitable 
ufes,  you  will  find,  my  beloved  mafter 
and  beft/rzVW,  your  ^oo\:Jie-ward"s  ac- 
counts oif  every  thing,  in  the  cabinet  that 
was  my  honoured  lady's,  till  your  good- 
nefs  made  it  mine, in  a*  vellum  book,, 
on  the  firft  leaf  of  which  is  written,  title- 
page-wife — 'HumbleRETURNS  forDi- 
'  VINE  MERCIES;'  and  you  will  fee  a  ba- 
lance ftruck  down  to  this  very  day,  anil 
the  little  fur  plus  in  the  green  purfe  upon 
the  book.  And  if  you  will  be  pleafed, 
Sir,  to  perfeft,  by  your  generofity,  the 
happinefs  of  the  caies  I  have  marked  with 
a  ftar  [thus,  *]  which  are  men  as  are 
not  fully  recovered,  and  will  be  fo  good 
as  to  keep  up  my  little  fchool,  I  dare  afk 
no  more  5  for,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  if  I 
ihould  be  called  homyour'fer'-vice  to  my 
new  place,  your  next  fteward  (and  long, 
I  hope,  for  your  honourable  family's  lake, 
you  will  not  be  without  one)  may  find 
eut  another  and  better  method  for 
your  honour  and  her  own,  to  difpenfe 
your  bounty,  than  that  I  have  taken. 

The  rich  jewels  and  equipage,  with 
which  your  generous  goodnefs  adorned 
my  unworthinefs,  will  be  found  in  the 
fame  cabinet,  in  the  private  drawer: 
and  if  I  may  be  pardoned  for  one  extra- 
vagant wifli,  (your  circumftances,  dear 
Sir,  are  very  great1,  and  your  future  lady 
will  not  wear  any  thing  that  was  mine) 
it  is,  that  my  dear  Mifs  Darnford  may 
be  defired,  as  the  effect  of  your  own  good  - 
nefs  and  generous  confideration  for  my 
memory,  to  wear  the  diamond  necklace, 
which,  I  know,  me  admires;  but  is  far 
from  wifliing  for  it,  or  expecting  it,  if  the 
neck  that  it  was  given  to  adorn,  and  to 
make  more  worthy  of  you,  mould  be  laid 
low  by  the  irrefiftible  Leveller. 

In  the  loweft  drawer,  on  the  left-hand 
of  the  cabinet,  you  will  find,  Sir,  all  my 
unfinifhed  fcribble.  anclamongft  the  reft, 
a  little  parcel,  indorfed,  M.  H.  and  P. 
Barlow.  The  title  will  furprife  you; 
but  as  I  know  not  what  may  happen  to 
make  doubts  and  puzzles  in  the  aifair 


mentioned  in  thofe  papers,  when  I  can- 
not explain  them,  I  thought  it  was  belt  to 
give  a  brief  hiftory  of  it  in  writing,  with 
his  letter  tome  on  the  occafion ;  and  I 
humbly  beg  the  whole  may  be  kept  with- 
in your  own  breaft,  unleis  that  vile  affair, 
which  has  much  difturbed  me,  fliould  be 
revived :  although  I  have  no  reafen  to 
apprehend  it  will,  becaufe  the  poor  girl, 
I  hope,  is  fmcerely  penitent;  and  Mr. 
H.  himfelf  feems  in  another  way  of 
thinking  as  to  her. 

Will  you  be  pleafed,  Sir,  tobeftow  on 
my  deareft  Mifs  Goodwin,  as  a  remem- 
brance of  her  aunt's  true  love,  the  dia- 
mond folitaire,  and  the  fecond  pair  of 
ear-rings?  Perhaps  my  deareft  Lady 
Daver;  will  not  difdain  to  wear,  as  u 
prefent  from  her  beloved  brother,  my 
beft  diainond  ring.  And  if  my  moft  be- 
loved and  moft  valued  ring  of  all,  the 
dear  firft  pledge  of  my  happinefs,  weir, 
for  the  firft  time  iince  I  was  honoured 
with  it,  by  your  own  putting  it  on,  taken 
from  my  finger  and  enamelled,  it  would 
be  a  mournful,  yet  a  pleaiing  token  for 
my  poor  mother,  and  a  fweet  memento 
of  your  bounty  to  them,  and  of  your  ir.cxr 
preflible  good  nefs  and  favour  to  her  poor 
daughter! — But  how  I  pivfume !  And 
yetjuft  now  laid,  I  had  nothing  to  aik!  . 

Now  I  am,  unawares  to  myielf,  upon 
the  lubjeft  of  petitioning,  how  it  would 
pltLiie  ine,  could  I  know  it,  if  the  dear 
child  I  have  juft  named,  were  given  to 
the  care  and  example  of  my  excellent; 
i.'arnford,  if  ftewouldbe  pitied 
to  accept  of  the  truft;  and  if  Lady  Da- 
vera  has  no  objection,  and  would  not 
choofe  to  take  the  pretty  foul  under  her 
own  wing;. 

I  hid  once  great  pleafure  in  th.3  hope 
of  having  this  dear  child  committed  to 
my  care — Bet  what  pleafures,  what  hap- 
pinefs, have  I  not  had  ci  ouded  into  this  laft, 
and  this  firft  happy,  thrice  happy  year — 
even  more  than  moft  of  my  fex  have  had 
toboaftof,  and  thofe  not  unhappy  neither, 
in  a  long,  long  life !  Everyday  has  brought 
with  it  fome  new  felicity,  fome  new  hap- 
pmeis,  as  unlocked  for,  as  undeferved; 
for,  Oh!  beft  beloved  of  my  heart,  how- 
have  you  always  met  me  in  your  com- 
ings-in,  left  me  atyourgoi  -gs-out,  with 
fmiles  and  complacency,  uie  latter  only 
diitinguiflied  from  the  former,  by  a  kind 
regret,  as  the  other  was  from  that,  by  a 
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joy,  next  to  tranfport,  when  a\\your  dear 
generous  heart  appeared  in  your  noble 
countenance,  and  let  my  faithful  one  into 
vefponfive  flutters,  to  meet  and  receive  it 
with  all  the  grateful  emotions  that  the 
charted  conjugal  flame  could  infpire ! 

But  I  mtift  not  dwell  upon  thefe  charm- 
ing, charming  reflections! — My  prelent 
cioubts  will  not  permit  me  to  indulge 
them !  For,  if  I  were — how  would  my 
defires  be  rivetted  to  this  earth  '. — With 
what  regret  mould  I  transfer  my  thoughts 
to  a_/?;//  more  important  and  more  neceflary 
fubjeft!  and  with  what  ingratitude  look  up 
to  a  diviner,  and  ftill  more  noble  Mafter, 
who  ought  to  be  the  ultimate  of  all  our 
wifties  and  defires !  and  who  has  given 
me  you,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  and  with 
you,  all  that  this  world  can  make  de- 
firable !-— And  has  therefore  a  right  to 
take  away  what  he  has  given  ! — And  if 
I  now  die,  what  a  glory  will  it  be  to  me, 
to  be  permitted  to  difcharge  part  of  my 
obligations  to  the  worthieft  of  gentlemen, 
by  laying  down  my  life  in  the  fervice  of 
..hi?  honourable  family ! 

But  let  me  fay  one  word  for  my  dear 
worthy  Mrs.  Jei  vis.  Her  care  and  fide- 
lity will  be  very  neceffary  for  your  af- 
fairs, dear  Sir,  while  you  remain  fmgle, 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  long.  But, 
whenever,  -Sir,  you  make  a  fecond  choice, 
be  pleafed-to  allow  her  fiich  an  annuity  as 
may  make-  her  independent,  and  pafs 
away  the  remainder  of  her  life  with  eaie 
and  comfort.  And  this  I  the  rather  pre- 
fume  to  reque'ft,  as  my  late  honoured  la- 
dy* once  intimated  the  fame  thing  to 
you.  If  I  were  to  name  what  that  may 
be,  it  would  not  be  with  the  thought  of 
heightening,  but  of  -limiting  rather,  the 
natural  bounty -of  your  heart;  and  fifty 
pounds  a  year  "would  ibe  a  rich  provifion, 
in  her  opinion,  and  will  intail  upon  you, 
dear  Sir,  the  bleflings  of  one  of  the 
faithfulleft  and  worthieft  hearts  in  the 
kingdom. 

Nor  will  chriftian  charity  permit  me 
to  forget  tlieonce  wicked,  but  now  pe- 
nitent Jewkes.  I  understand  by  Mifs 
Darnford,  that  me  begs  for  nothing  but 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  dying  in  your  fer- 
vice, and  of  having  by  that  means,  an 
opportunity  given  her  of  atoning  for  iome 
Imall  flips  and  miftakes  in  her  accounts, 
which  me  had  made  formerly,  as  fhe  ac- 
cufesherfclf;  for  fhe  will  have  it,  that 


Mr.  Longman  has  been  better  to  her  than 
fhe  dcferved,  in  pafTmgone  f  account  par- 
ticularly, to  which  he  had,  with  too  much 
reafon,  obje6ted;  do,  dear  Sir,  if  your 
future  happy  lady  has  no  great  diflike 
to  the  poor  woman,  be  pleafed  to  grant 
her  requeft,  except  her  own  mind  mould 
alter,  and  fke  defire  her  difmifllon :  and 
be  pleafed  to  prefent  her  with  my  little 
book  of  felted  Devotions,  with  my  notes 
in  the  inter- leaves:  it  is  in  the  bottom 
drawer  of  the  right-hand,  among  my  de- 
votional Mifcellanies:  or  rather,  much 
rather,  be  pleafed  to  order  a  copy  of  it 
to  be  made  out  for  her,  and  to  give  the  ori- 
ginal, it  being  moftly  in  my  own  hand- 
writing, to  my  dear  father.  This  is  a 
better  thought  by  much;  for  the  dear 
good  man  will  efteem  it  the  more  for 
that.  I  wonder  I  did  not  think  of  this 
before. 

To  the  other  fervants,  I  have  only  to 
leave  my  thanks  and  beft  wifhes,  for  their 
refpe&ful  love  and  dutiful  behaviour  to 
one,  who  from  being  once  hardly  the 
equal  to  fome  of  them,  has  been  exalted 
to  the  honourable  ftation  of  their  mif- 
trefs,  by  your  fuperlative  goodnefs  and 
favour.  No  fervants,  my  clear  Mr.  B. 
ever  deferved  a  mifti  efs's  thanks,  if  your's 
do  not  5  for  they,  every  one  of  them, 
moft  cheerfully  came  into  all  my  little 
fchemes  and  regulations  ;  and  they  have 
encouraged  me,  by  their  ready  obedience 
and  their  rei'pe&ful  loves,  to  purfue  the 
natural  dictates  of  my  own  heart,  and 
have  made  all  afTumings  and  pride  as 
unnecefiary,  as  they  would  have  been 
grievous  to  me,  and  cenfurableby  every 
one  elfe:  for  was  it  not  my  high  con- 
cern fo  to  behaveanyfelf  to  all,  low  as 
well  as  high,thatmy  bell  beloved  benefac- 
tor fhould  not,  by  my  arrogance  or  inat- 
tention, have  cenfurers  of  him,  added 
to  enviers  of  tnet  for  the  ftep  he  had 
taken ,  fo  derogatory  to  his  own  honour, 
and  to  that  of  his  ancient 'and  fplendid 
family  ? 

To  the  favour  of  the  beft  of  m  afters  I 
therefore  leave  them,  with  this  teftimony 
of  their  merits,  and  of  my  kind  regard 
to  them,  which  makes  me  venture  to 
call  them  without  one  exception,  from 
my  filver-haired  Jonathan,  to  the  lowed 
menial,  the  bejt  fet  of  fervants  that  any 
gentleman  ever  had.  Nor,  by.  Mifs 
Darnford's  account  of  the  behaviour  of 
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thofe  at  the  Hall,  do  I  find  them  at  all 
unworthy  of  being  elafied  with  thefe 
here,  in  the  happy  character.  And  let 
jne  fay,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  that  I  have 
been  not  a  little  attentive  tojtheirre- 
ipe&ive behaviours,  and  have  taken  Mrs. 
Jervis's  obfervations,  as  a  help  to  my 
own,  in  this  particular  5  bccaufe  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  do  fo,  as  well  in  juftice  to 
your  dear  felf,  as  to  them. 

As  to  Polly  Barlow,  to  whom  I  was 
willing  to  behave  with  an  eye  to  my  dear 
good  lady's  kindnefs  to  my  felf,  I  have 
nothing  to  fay,  by  way  of  diftinclion 
from  the  reft;  having  hinted  to  Mrs. 
Jervis  to  give  her  her  advice,  from  time 
to  time,  and  that  if  an  honeft  hufband 
mould  offer,  me  mould  advife  the  poor 
girl  not  to  decline  it. 

Forgive  me,  deareft  Sir,  for  thus  men- 
tioning to  you,  in  this  iblemn  letter,  fo 
particularly,  your  fervants.  But  the 
pleafure  which  their  regularity  and  wor- 
thinefsjiave  given  me,  together  with  the 
knowledge  I  have  of  their  fidelity  and 
affectionate  duty  to  you,  methinks  call 
for  this  teftimony  or  my  fatisfacKon  in 
them,  and  for  my  recommendation  of 
them  to  your  favour. 

And  now,  what  have  I  farther  to  fay, 
but  to  beg  of  God  to  mower  down  his 
moft  precious  bleffings  upon  yo\i,  my 
deareft,  my  firjl,  my  lajt,  and  my  only 
love !  and  to  return  to  you  an  hundred- 
fold, the  benefits  which  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  me  and  mine,  and  upon  fo 
many  poor  fouls,  as  you  have  bleffed 
through  my  hands  !  And  that  you  may 
in  your  next  choice  be  happy  with  a  lady, 
who  may  have  every  thing  I  want;  and 
who  may  love  and  honour  you,  with  the 
fame  affectionate  duty,  which  has  been 
my  delight,  and  my  glory  to  pay  you : 
for  in  this  I  am  fure,  no  one  can  exceed 
me  ! — And  after  having  given  you  long 
life,  prosperity,  and  increafe  of  honour, 
tranflate  you  into  a  bleffed  eternity, 
where,  through  the  merits  of  our  com- 
mon Redeemer,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  al- 
lowed a  place,  and  be  permitted  (O  let 
me  indulge  that  pleafing,  that  confola- 
tory  thought!)  to  receive  and  rejoice  in 
my  reftored  fpoufe,  for  ever  and  ever ; 
are  the  prayers,  the  loft  prayers,  if  it  fo 
pleafe  God !  of,  my  deareft  dear  Mr.  B. 
your  dutiful  and  ajfettionate  wife,  and 
fait  hfulfervant, 


.     LETTER    XVIII. 

FROM  MISS  DARNFORD  TO  LADY 
DARNFORD. 

t    MY   HONOURED   MAMMA, 

YO  U  cannot  conceive  how  you  and 
my  dear  papa  have  delighted  the 
heart  of  my  good  Mrs.  B.  and  obliged 
her  Mr.  B.  by  the  permiffion  you  have 
given  me  to  attend  her  till  the  important 
hour  mall  be  over  with  her ;  for  the  dear 
lady  is  exceedingly  apprehenfiYe,  and 
one  can  hardly  blame  her;  fmce  there  is 
hardly  fuch  another  happy  couple  in  the 
world. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  ceremony  rs 
over,  fo  much  to  both  your fatisfacl Jons: 
may  this  matrimony  be  but  a  tenth  part 
as  happy  as  that  I  am  witnefs  to  here; 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  will  have  that 
to  boaft  of,  which  few  married  people 
have,  even  among  thofe  we  call  happy  ! 

For  my  part,  I  believe  I  mall  never 
care  to  marry  at  all ;  for  though  I  can- 
not be  fo  deferving  as  Mrs.  B.  yet  I  mall 
not  bear  to  think  of  a  hufband,  much 
lefs  excellent  than  hers.  Nay,  by  what 
I  fee  in  her  apprehenfions,  and  conceive 
of  the  condition  flie  hourly  expefts  to  be 
in,  I  don't  think  a  lady  can  be  requited 
with  a  lefs  worthy  one,  for  all  me  is  likely 
to  fuffer  on  a  hnfband's  account,  and 
for  the  fake  of  his  family  and  name. 

Mrs.  Andrews,  a  difcreet  worthy  foul 
as  ever  I  knew,  and  who  in  her  afpe£t 
and  behaviour  is  far  from  being  a  dif- 
grace  even  to  Mr.  B.'s  lady,  is  with  her 
dear  daughter,  to  her  no  fmall  fatisiac- 
tion,  as  you  may  fuppofe,  who  now- and-"", 
then  fays — *  What  a  foolifh  creature, 
my  dear  mother,  haveyou  for  a  daugh- 
ter ! — You  did  not  behave  fo  weakly  as 
I  do,  when  you  were  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  I  dare  fay;  and  yet  you 
had  a  dear  good  hufband,  though  not  a 
rich  one,  to  hope  to  live  for ! — But, 
come,  I  will  have  a  good  heart,  to  make 
myfelf  as  worthy  of  the  company  and 
chearings  of  three  fuch  friends,  as  I  am 
bleffed  with  in  my  mother,  my  Mil* 
Darnford,and  Mrs.  Jervis,* 
Mr.  B.  afked  my  advice  yefterday, 
about  having  in  the  houfe  a  midwife,  to 
be  at  hand,  at  a  moment's  warning.  Itold 
him,  I  feared  the  fight  of  fuch  a  perfon 
would  terrify  her  :  and  fo  he  inftantly 
ftarted  an  expedient,  of  which  her  mo- 
382  ther, 
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ther,  Mrs.  Jervis,  andmyfelf,  approved, 
and  have  put  into  practice;  for,  this  day, 
Mrs.  Harris,  a  diftant  relation  of  miae, 
though  not  of  yours,  Sir  and  Madam, 
is  arrived  from  EfTex  to  make  me  a  vifit  Jy 
and  Mr.  B.  has  been  fb  good  as  to  pre- 
vail upon  her,  in  compliment  tome,  as  he 
pretended,  t;o  accept  of  her  board  in  his 
houfe,  while  fhe  ftays  in  town,  which, 
fhe  fays,  will  be  about  a  week. 

Now,  youmuft  know,  that  this  Mrs. 
Harris  being  a  difcreet,  modeft,  matron- 
like  perfon,  Mrs.  B.  took  a  liking  to  her 
at  firft  fight,  and  is  already  very  familiar 
with  her  j  and  underftanding  that  fhe  is 
a  gentlewoman  who  wasadoftorof  phy- 
fick's  lady,  and  takes  as  much  delight 
in  adminiftering  to  the  health  of  her  own 
fex,  as  her  hufband  ufed  to  do  to  that  of 
both,  Mrs.  B.  fays,  it  is  very  fortunate, 
that  fhe  has  fo  experienced  a  lady  to  con- 
fult,  as  Ihe  is  fuch.  a  novice  in  her  own 
cafe. 

Mr.  B.  however,  to  cany  on  the 
honeft  impofture  better,  juft  now,  in 
prefence  of  Mrs.  Harris,  and  Mrs.  An- 
drews, and  me,  afked  the  former,  if  it 
was  not  neceffary  to  have  in  the  houfe 
the  good  woman  ?  This  flighted  Mrs. 
B.  who  turned  pale,  and  laid  {he  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  it.  Mrs.  Har- 
ris laid,  it  was  highly  neceffary  that 
Mrs.  B.  if  me  would  not  permit  the 
gentlewoman  to  be  in  the  houfe,  mould 
fee  her;  and  that  then,  me  apprehended, 
tbere  would  be  no  neceflity,  as  me  fup- 
uollxl  fhe  did  not  live  far  off,  to  have  her 
jin  the  houfe,  fince  Mrs.  B.  was  fo  un- 
•raj'y  upon  thut  account.  This  pleaied 
Mrs.  B.  much,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  was 
admitted  to  attend  her. 

Now,  youmuft  knew,  that  this  is  the 
afTiitant  of  my  new  relation;  and  me 
being  apprized  of  the  matter,  came;  but 
never  did  I  fee  fo  much  fhynefs  and  ap- 
urehcnfion  as  Mrs.  B.  mewed  all  the  time 
Mrs.  Thomas  was  with  her,  holding 
fornetimes  her  mother,  •fometimes  Mrs. 
Harris,  by  the  hand,  and  being  ready  to 
fweat  with  terror. 

Mrs.  Harris  fcraped  acquaintance 
with  Mrs.  Thomas,  who,  pretending  to 
recollect  her,  gave  Mrs.  Harris  great 
prailes;  which  increafed  Mrs.  B.'s  con- 
fidence in  her:  and  me  undertakes  to 
govern  the  whole  fo,  that  the  dreaded 
Mrs.  Thomas  need  not  corne  till  the 
very  moment;  which  is  no  fmall  plea- 
fure  to  the  over-nice  lady.  And  me 
feems  every  hour  to  be  better  pleafed 


with  Mrs.  Harris,  who,  by  her  prudent 
talk,  will  more  and  more  familiarize  her 
to  the  circumftance,  unawares  to  herlclf 
in  a  manner.  Butnotwithftanding  this 
precaution,  of  a  midwife  in  the  houfe, 
Mr.  B.  intends  to  have  a  gentleman  of 
the  profeiTion  in  readinefs,  for  fear  of 
the  worft. 

I  tell  Mr.  B.  he  is  very  happy  in  this 
ftratagem ;  but  that,  I  iuppofe,  he  has 
been  more  ufed  to  contrivances  of  this 
fort  than  he  ought  to  have  been ;  and 
was  fo  free  as  to  add,  that  I  prelumed 
his  lady  is  hardly  the  firft  he  has  cheated 
into  a  child.  And,  indeed,  I  think, 
Mrs.  B.'s  merit  to  the  reft  of  her  fex,  is 
very  gre-at,  were  it  only  in  reforming  fuch 
an  uncommonly  agreeable  and  manly 
rake  as  this  ;  for  no  doubt  he  has  done, 
and  would  have  done,  a  world  of  mif- 
cnief  among  the  thoughtlefs  and  indif- 
creet  in  upper  life;  for,  it  feems,  when  he 
was  at  the  worft,  he  never  made  the  vul- 
gar the  fubje<5ts  of  his  vile  attempts. 

Mrs.  B.  has  written  a  letter,  and  the 
fuperfcription  following  will  tell  you  to 
whom  it  is  directed:  *  To  the  ever-ho- 
'  noured  and  ever-dear  Mr.  B.  with 

*  prayers  for  his   health,  honour,  arid 

*  profperity  in  this  world,  and  everlaft- 

*  ing  felicity  in  that  to  come.    P.  B.* 
It  is  fealed  with  black  wax,  and  me  gave 
it  me  this  moment,  on  her  being  taken 
ill,  to  give  to  Mr.  B.  if  fhe  dies.     But 
GOD,  of  his  mercy,  avert  that!  andpre- 
ferve  the  dear  lady  for  the  honour  of  her 
fex,  and  the  happinefs  of  all  who  know 
her,  and  particularly  for  that  of  your 
Polly  Darnfordj"  for   I  cannot  have  a 
greater  lofs,  I  am  fure,  while  my  ho- 
noured papa  and  mamma  are  living: 
and  may  that  be  for  many,  very  many, 
happy  years ! 

I  will  not  clofe  this  letter,  till  all  is 
over:  happily,  as  I  hope!— Mrs.  B.  is 
better  again,  and  has,  occasionally,  made 
fome  fine  reflections,  directing  herfelf  to 
me,  but  defigned  for  the  benefit  of  her 
Polly,  on  the  fubjecl:  of  the  inconfidera- 
tion  of  fome  of  our  fex,  with  regard  to 
the  circumftances  fhe  is  in;  inferring, 
that  tifuch  are  her  appieheniions,  though 
a  lawful  wife,  and  fuch  the  danger  at- 
tending this  cafe,  how  muft  it  leave  a 
poor  creature  deflitute  of  all  fpiritual 
confoiation,  (as  well  as  of  the  afiiftance 
and  comfortings  of  the  neareft  friends, 
and  of  a  kind  hufband)  when  fhe  has 
facrificed  her  honour,  and  cannot  think 
of  any  thing  fo  probable,  as  the  moment 
approaches, 


PAMELA. 


507 


approaches,  b\it  that  GOD  will  punifh 
her  in  kind,  as  flie  called  it;  that  is  to 
fay,  added  fhe,  by  the  very  fufferings, 
which  are  the  natural  confequences  of 
the  fin  fhe  has  fo  wickedly  committed ! 

I  knew  what  her  defign  was,  and  faid 
— «  Ay,  Polly,  let  you  and  I,  and  every 
'  fingle  youngbody,  bear  thefe  reflections 
*  in  mind,  pronounced  by  ib  excellent  a 
'  lady,  in  moments  fo  arduous  as  thefe!* 

The  girl  wept,  and  very  movingly 
fell  down  by  the  door,  on  her  knees, 
praying  to  GOD  topreferve  her  dear  lady, 
and  fhe  mould  be  happy  forever ! — That, 
as  Mrs.  B.  fo  often  prettily  writes,  was 
her  word. 

Mrs.  B.  is  exceedingly  pleafed  with 
my  new  relation,  Mrs. Harris,  as  we  call 
her,  who  behaves  with  fo  much  pru- 
dence, that  fhe  fufpecls  nothing^  and 
told  Mrs.  Jervis,  fhe  wiflied  nobody  eli'e 
was  to  come  near  her.  Arid  as  fhe  goes 
out  .(being  a  perfon  of  eminence  in  her 
way)  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  laft 
night  ftaid  out  late,  Mrs.  B.  faid,  fhe 
hoped  fhe  would  not  be  abroad,  when  fhe 
fhould  wifh  her  to  be  at  home. 

I  have  the  pleafure,  the  very  great 
pleafure,  my  dear  papa  and  mamma,  to 
acquaint  you,  and  I  know  you  will  re- 
joice with  me  upon  it,  that  juft  half  an 
hour  ago,  my  dear  Mrs.  B.  was  brought 
to-bed  of  a  fine  boy. 

We  are  all  out  of  our  wits  for  joy  al- 
moft.  I  ran  down  to  Mr.  B.  myfelf, 
who  received  me  with  trembling  impa- 
tience. *  A  boy!  a  fine  boy  !  dear  Mr. 
'  B.'  faid  I :  *  a  fon  and  heir,  indeed  !' 
*  Bait  how  does  my  Pamela  ?  Is  fhe 
fafe  ?  Is  Jhe  like  to  do  well?'—*  We 
hope  fo,'  faid  I :  *  or  I  had  not  come 
down  to  you,  I'll  aflure  you.'  He  fold- 
ed me  in  his  arms,  in  a  joyful  rapture : 
How  happy  you  make  me,  deareft  Mifs 
Darnford!  If  my  Pamela  is  fafe,  the 
bo}r  is  welcome,  welcome,  indeed  ! — 
But  when  may  I  go  up  to  thank  my 
jewel  ?* 

Mrs.  Andrews  is  fo  overjoyed,  and  fo 
thankful,  that  there  is  no  getting  her  from 
her  knees. 

A  man  andhorfeis  difpatched  already 
to  Lady  Davers,  and  another  ordered  to 
Kent,  to  the  good  old  man. 

Mrs.  Jervis,  when  I  went  up,  faid, 
fhe  mu ft  go  down,  and  releafe  the  good 
folks  from  their  knees  ;  for,  half  an  hour 
before,  they  declared  they  would  not  ftir 


from  that  pofture  till  they  heard  how  it 
went  with  their  lady ;  and  when  the  happy 
news  was  brought  them  of  her  fafety, 
and  of  a  young  m after,  they  were  quite 
extatick,  fhe  fays,  in  their  joy,  and  not 
a  dry  eye  among  them,  making  hands, 
and  congratulating  one  another,  men  and 
maids  :  which  muft  make  it  one  of  the 
moft  affecting  fights  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed. And  Mr.  Longman,  who  had  no 
power  to  leave  the  houfe  for  three  days 
paft,  (though  bufinefs  required  his  pre- 
fence  in  Bedfordfhire)  haded  to  congra- 
tulate his  worthy  principal  ;  and  never 
was  fb  much  moving  joy  feen,  as  thisho- 
neft-hearted  fteward  ran  over  with. 

I  cannot  draw  thefe  affecting  fcenes  of 
joy,  as  Mrs.  B.  could  have  done,  hadihe 
been  in  my  cafe. — Let  me  only  fay,  I  ne- 
ver faw  fuch  a  family-joy  in  my  life :  and 
who  would  care  for  royalty,  or  any  of  it's 
pageantry,  when  virtue  can  thus  intereft 
every  body  in  it's  concerns,  and,  on  fuch 
an  occafion  as  this,  give  that  general  and 
fincere  joy  to  all  within  it's  circle,  which 
could  fill  a  nation  on  the  birth  of  a  firft- 
born  prince  from  fovereigns  the  molt 
beloved  ? 

I  did  a  foolifh  thing  in  my  joy — I  gave 
Mr.  B.  the  letter  defigned  for  him,  had 
an  unhappy  event  followed;  and  he 
won't  give  it  me  again  ;  but  fays,  he  will 
obtain  Mrs.  B.'s  leave,  when  fhe  is  bet- 
ter, to  open  it;  and  the  happier  turn  will 
augment  his  thankfulnefs  to  God,  and 
love  to  her,  when  he  fhall,  by  this  means, 
be  bleil  with  fentiraents  fo  different  from 
what  the  other  cafe  would  have  afforded. 
But  I  will  get  it  from  him,  if  I  can, 
arrd  give  it  her  back,  for  one  knows  not 
what  it  may  contain  ;  yet  her  innocence 
and  purity  make  one  lefs  apprehenfive 
a  good  deal ;  for,  I  dare  fay,  fhe  has  no 
excufes  to  make  for  failings  he  knows 
nothing  of. 

Mrs.  B.  had  a  very  fharp  time.  Ne- 
ver more,  my  dear  papa,  talk  of  a  huf- 
band  to  me.  Indeed,  in  the  mind  I  am 
in,  I  will  never  be  married. — Place  all 
your  expectations  on  Nancy !  Not  one  of 
thefe  men,  that  I  have  yet  ieen,  Mr.  B. 
excepted,  (and  you  know  what  a  chance 
it  was  that  he' would  be  fo  good)  is 
worth  running  thefe  rifques  for!  But 
his  indearments  and  tendernefs  to  his 
lady,  his  thankful  and  manly  gratitude 
and  politenefs,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  pay  his  refpects  to  her,  and  his  beha- 
viour to  Mrs.  Andrews,  and  to  us  all, 

though 
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though  but  for  a  viilt  often  minutes,  was 
aione  worthy  of  all  her  riique  ! 

I  would  -give  you  a  description  of  it, 
had  I  Mrs.  B/s  pen,  and  of  twenty  agree- 
able fcenes  and  converfations  behdes : 
but,  for  want  of  that,  muft  conclude, 
tvith  my  humble  duty,  as  becomes,  ho- 
noured Sir  and  Madam,  your  e*ver- 
grateful 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

I  have  been  three  days  writing  this  letter, 
piece  by  pie:e. 


LETTER    XIX. 

FROM    THE  SAME. 
MY  HONOURED   PAPA   AMP   MAMMA, 

WE  have  nothing  but  joy  and  fefti  - 
vity  in  this  houfe  i  and  it  would 
be  endlefs  to  tell  you  the  congratulations 
the  happy  family  receives  every  day,  from 
tenants  and  friends.  Mr.  B.  yon  know, 
vas  always  deemed  one  ofthekindeft  land- 
lords inEnglandj  and  his  tenants  are  over- 
toyed  at  the  happy  event  which  has  given 
them  a  young  landlord  of  his  name:  for 
all  thofe  who  live  in  that  large  part  of  the 
e&ite,  which  came  by  Mrs.  B.  his  mo- 
ther, \vere  much  afraid  of  having  any 
cf  Sir  Jacob  Swynfofd's  family  for  their 
landlord,  who,  they  fay,  are  all  made  up 
fef  pride  and  cruelty,  and  would  have 
ncked  ihem  to  death  :  infomuch  that 
they  had  a  voluntary  meeting  of  aboiit 
twenty  of  the  principal  of  them,  to  re- 
joice on  the  occafion  ;  and  it  was  una- 
BJmoufty  agreed  to  make  a  prefent  of  a 
piece  of  gilt  plate,  to  lerve  as  a  bafon 
for  the  chriftening,  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  guineas;  on  which  is  to  be  en-^ 
graven  the  following  infcription : 


In  nckno-ivledgmext  of  the  humanity 
and  generofity  of  the  b  eft  of  land- 
lords, afd  as  a  token  of  bis  te- 
nants jfy  en  the  birth  of  a  Jon 
and  he:r,  who  will,  it  is  hoped, 
inherit  his  fathers  generofiiy, 
and  bis  mother's  virtues,  this 
piece  of  plate  is,  ivitb  all  due  gra- 
t'ttude,  presented,  as  a  chriftening 
bafon  to  all  the  children  that  Jhall 
proceed frojnfucb  ivor  thy  parents, 
and  their  defendants,  to  the  end 
of  time. 

By  the  obliged  and  joyful  tenants  of 
*  the  maternal  eft  at  em  Bedfordjlnrc 


1  and  Gloucejlerjhire,  the  initials 
'  of  ivhofe  names  are  under -en. 
'  graven,  viz.' 

Then  are  to  follow  the  firil  letters  of 
each  perfon's  chriftian  and  furname. 

What  an  honour  is  this  to  a  landlord ! 
In  my  opinion  far,  very  far,  furpafling 
the  >/«/-»w»*rV  free-gifts  which  we  read 
of  in  fome  kingdoms  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  fome  of  them  like  this!  For 
here  it  is  all  truly  fpontaneous — A  free 
g\i\  indeed ;  and  Mr.  B.  took  it  very 
kindly,  and  bars  put  off  the  chriftening 
for  a  week,  to  give  time  for  it's  being 
completed  and  infcribed  as  above. 

Such  good  tenants,  fuch  a  good  wife, 
fuch  bleflings  from  Heaven  following 
him,  nobody,  I  .tell  Mr.  B.  has  fo  much 
encouragement  to  be  good  as  he  has  ; 
and  if  hereafter  he  mould  fwerve,  he 
wau.'.l  not  have  the  leaft  excufe,  and 
would  be  the  ungratefulleft  man  breath- 
ing. 

The  Earl  and  Countefs  of  C ,  and 

Lord  and  Lady  leavers,  are  here,  to  ftand 
in  perfon  at  the  chriftening;  and  you 
cannot  conceive  how  greatly  my  Lady 
Davers  is  tranfported  with  joy,  to  have  a 
fon  and  heir  to  the  eftate:  fhe  is,  every 
hour,  almoft,  thanking  her  dear  iifter  for 
him ;  and  re  ids  in  the  child  all  the  great 
qualities  Hie  forms  to  herielf  in  him. 
'Tis,  indeed,  a  charming  boy,  and  has  a 
great  deal  (if  one  may  judge  of  a  child 
ib  veiy  young)  of  his  father's  manly  af- 
pecl.  The  dear  lady  herfelf  is  ftill  but 
weak ;  but  the  joy  of  ail  around  her,  and 
her  fpoufe's  tendernefs  and  politer.efs, 
give  her  cheerful  and  free  fpirits;  and 
fiie  is  all  ferenity,  eafe,  and  thankfulnefs. 

Mrs.  B.  as  loon  as  the  danger  was 
over,  afked  me  for  her  letter  with  the 
black  feal.  I  had  been  very  earneft  to 
get  it  from  Mr.  B.  but  to  no  purpoie; 
fo  I  was  forced  to  tell  her  who  had  it. 
She  faid,  but  very  compofedly,  me  was 
lorry  for  it,  and  hoped  he  had  not  open- 
ed it. 

He  came  into  her  chamber  foon  after, 
and  I  demanded  it  before  her.  He  faid, 
he  fiad  defigned  to  aik  her  leave  to  break 
the  feal,  which  he  had  not  yet  done;  nor 
would,  without  her  conient. 

?  You  will  fee  nothing  in  it,  Sir,'  faid 
the  dear  lady,  *  but  a  grateful  heart,  a 
'  faithful  love,  and  my  prayers,  that 
',  God  will  be  as  good  to  yoxi,  as  you 


have  been  to  me.' 


Will 
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<  Will  you  give  me  leave,  my  dear/ 
i'uid  he,  *  to  break  the  leal  ?' — *  If  you 
do,  Sir,  let  it  not  be  in  my  prefence; 
but  it  is  too  Serious.' — '  Not,  my  dear, 
now  the  apprehenSion  is   fd   happily 
over :  it  may  now  add  to  my  joy  and 
my  thankfulness  on  that  account.1 — 
Then  do  as  you  pleafe,  Sir ;  but  I  had 
rather  you  would  not.' 
«  Then  here  it  is,  Mifs  Darnford ;  I 
had  it  from  you  :  it  was  put  into  your 
hands;  and  there  1  place  it  again.' — 
That's  Something  like,'  faid  I,  *  con- 
fidering  the  gentleman. — Mrs.  B.   I 
hope  we  mall  bring  him  into  good  or- 
der between  us  in  time.' 
So  I  returned  it  to  the  dear  writer  j 
who  lifted  up  her  eyes,  and  her  lips  mov- 
ing, mewed  a  thankful  ejaculation,  that 
me  was  fpared  to  receive  it  back  again ; 
and  put  it  into  her  boforn. 

I  related  to  Lady  Davers,  when  me 
Qame,  this  circumStance;  and  me,  I 
believe,  has  got  leave  to  take  it  with  her. 
She  is  very  proud  of  all  opportunities 
now  of  juilifying  her  brother's  choice, 
and  doing  honour  to  his  wife,  with  Lady 
Betty  C.  who  is  her  great  favourite,  and 
who  delights  to  read  Mrs.  B.'s  letters. 

You  deiire  to  know,  my  honoured  papa, 
how  Mr.  B.  parTes  his  time,  and  whether 
it  be  in  his  lady's  chamber?  No,  in- 
deed! Catch  gentlemen,  the  belt  of 
them,  in  too  great  a  com^laiSance  that 
way,  if  you  can.  '  What  then,  does 
*  he  pafs  his  time  with  you,  Polly  ?'  you 
are  pleafed  to  afk.  What  a  di  Hid  vantage 
a  man  lies  under,  who  has  been  once  a 
rake !  Exit  I  am  fo  generally  with  Mrs. 
B.  that  when  I  tell  you,  Sir,  that  his 
vifits  to  her  are  pretty  much  of  the  polite 
form,  I  believe  I  anfwer  all  you  mean 
by  your  queilions ;  and  efpecially  when 
I  remind  you,  Sir,  that  Lord  and  Lady 
Davers,  and  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  C. 
and  your  unworthy  daughter,  are  at  din- 
ner and  fupper-time  generally  together  j 
for  Mrs.  Andrews,  who  is  not  yet  gone 
back  to  Kent,  breakfafts,  dines,  and  fups 
with  her  beloved  daughter,  and  is  hardly 
ever  out  of  her  room. 

Then,  Sir,  Mr.  B.  and  the  Ea,rl,  and 
Lord  Davers,  give  pretty  conftant  at- 
tendance to  the  bufmefs  of  parliament  j 
and,  now-and-then,  fup  abroad — So, 
Sir,  we  are  all  upon  honour  ;  and  I  could 
wim,  (only  that  your  facetiouSneSs  al- 
ways gives  me  pleafure,  as  it  is  a  token 
that  you  have  your  much-delired  health 
and  freedom  of  Spirits)  that,  even  in  jeft, 


my  mamma's  daughter  might  pafs  uii- 
queilioned. 

But  I  know  fvobv  you  do  it :  it  is  only 
to  put  me  out  of  heart  to  afk  to  ihv 
longer.  Yet  I  wim — But  I  know  you 
won't  permit  me  to  go  through  the  whole 
winter  here. — Will  my  dear  papa  grant 
it,  do  you  think,  my  honoured  mamma, 
if  you  were  to  lay  the  higherl  obligation 
upon  your  d'ltiful  daug-hter,  and  peti- 
tion for  me?  And  fhould  you  care  t» 
try  ? 

I  dare  not  hope  it  my  Self,  you  fee, 
Madam:  but  when  one  fees  a  gentJc- 
man  here,  who  denies  his  lady  nothing 
that  flie  aiks,  it  makes  one  be  ready  ta 
wim,  methinks,  that- Lady  Darnford  wa± 
as  happy  in  that  particular  as  Lady  B. 

Tour  indulgence,  -for  this  winter,  tills 
one  winter,  or,  rather  this  final!  re- 
mainder of  winter,  I  make  not  fo  much 
doubt  of,  you  fee,  Madam.  I  know 
you'll  call  me  a  bold  girl;  but  then  you 
always,  when  yqu  do ;  condefcend  to  grant 
my  requelt :  and  I  will  be  as  good  as  eves 
I  can  be  afterwards.  I  will  fetch  up  all 
the  loll  time ;  rife  an  hour  fooner  in  tlie 
morning,  go  to-bed  an  hour  later  at 
night }  Mower  my  papa  any  thing  lie 
pleaSes'}  read  him  to  fleep  when  Le 
pleafes ;  put  his  gout  into  good  humour, 
when  it  will  be  Soothed — And  Mrs.  B.  to 
crown  all,  will  come  down  with  me,  by 
permiiTion  of  her  Sovereign  lord,  who 
will  attend  her,  you  may  be  fur.e:  and 
will  not  all  this  do,  to  procure  me  a 
month  or  two  more? — If  it  won't,  why* 
then,  I  will  thank  you  for  your  pait 
g'oodneSs  to  me,  and,  with  all  duty  and 
chterfulntSs,  bid  adieu  tothi;;  dcarLoiw 
don,  this  dearer  family,  and  attend  a. 
flill  dearer  papa  and  mamma 5  whoSe  du- 
tiful daughter  I  will  ever  be,  whiiifc 
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LETTER    XX. 

TO    THE    SAME, 
MY  HONOURED  PAPA   AND    MAMMA, 

I  Have  received  your  joint  commands, 
and  intend  to  let  out  on  Wcdndilav 
next  week.  I  hope  I  fhall  find  my  papa 
in  better  health  than  he  is  atprelen't,  am} 
in  better  humour  too  j  for  I  am  wry 
forry  he  is  diSpleaSed  with  my  petition- 
ing for  a  little  lender  time  in  London. 
It  is  very  Severe  to  impute  to  me  want  of 
duty  and  affection  to  you  both,  which 

would, 
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would,  if  deferved,  make  me  very  un- 
worthy of  your  favour  to  me, 

Mr.  B.  and  his  lady  are  refolved  to 
accompany  me  in  their  coach,  till  your 
chariot  meets  me,  if  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  permit  it  ib  to  do ;  and  even  let  me 
down  at  your  gate,  if  it  do  not;  but  he 
vows,  that  he  will  not  alight  at  your 
houfe,  nor  let  his  lady  neither.  But  I 
fey,  that  this  is  a  mifplaced  refentment, 
becaufe  I  ought  to  think  it  a  favour, 
that  you  have  indulged  me  fo  much  as 
you  have  done.  And  yet  even  this  is 
likewife  a  favour  on  their  fide  to  me, 
becaufe  it  is  an  inftance  of  their  fondnefs 
for  your  unworthy  daughter's  company. 

Mrs.  B.  is,  if  poflible,  more  lovely 
fince  her  lying  in  than  before.  She  has 
fo  much  delight  in  her  nurfery,  that  I 
fear  it  will  take  her  off  from  her  pen, 
which  will  be  a  great  lofs  to  all  whom 
me  ufed  to  oblige  with  her  correfpond- 
cnce.  Indeed,  this  new  object  of  her 
care  is  a  charming  child;  and  me  is  ex- 
ceedingly pleafed  with  her  nurfe; — for 
Die  is  not  permitted,  as  (he  very  much  de- 
fired,  to  fuckle  it  herfelf. 

She  makes  a  great  proficiency  in  the 
French  and  Italian  languages;  and  well 
me  may;  for  me  has  the  beft  fchool- 
mafter  in  the  world,  and  one  whom  me 
loves  better  than  lady  ever  loved  a  tutor. 
He  is  lofty,  and  will  not  be  difputed  with ; 
but  I  never  faw  a  more  polite  and  tender 
hufband,  for  all  that;  and  well  may  a 
lady,  blefled  as  (he  is,  bear  with  a  little 
imperioufnefs  fometimes,  which,  how- 
ever, (he  nips  in  the  bud,  by  her  fweetneis 
of  temper  and  ready  compliance.  But 
then  he  is  a  man  or  fenfe  ;  and  a  lady 
need  be  the  lefs  concerned  to  yield  a 
point  to  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  generality, 
as  he  is ;  who  is  incapable  of  treating  her 
the  worfe  for  her  refignation  and  com- 
placency. Whenever  I  many,  it  (hall 
be  to  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  a  generous  man, 
againft  the  world;  for  liich  an  one  cannot 
treat  a  woman  ill;  as  Mrs.  B.  often  ob- 
ferves. 

We  had  a  fplendid  chriftening,  ex- 
ceedingly well  ordered,  and  «very  body 
was  highly  delighted  at  it.  The  quality 
goflips  went  away  but  on  Tuefday ;  and 
my  Lady  Davers  took  leave  of  her  charm- 
ing fifter  with  all  the  blefiings,  and  all 
the  kindnefs,  and  affe&ionate  fondsefs, 
(hat  could  be  exprefied. 

Mr.  Andrews,  that  worthy  old  man, 
came  up  to  fee  his  grandfon  yefterday, 
.and  in  order  to  attend  his  wife  down, 


You  would  never  have  forgotten  the  good 
man's  behaviour  (had  you  feen  it)  to  his 
daughter,  and  to  the  charming  child:  ,1 
wifh  I  could  defcribe  it  to  you ;  but  I  am 
apt  to  think  Mrs.  B.  will  take  notice  of 
it  to  Lady  Davers;  and  if  me  enters  into 
the  defeription  of  it  while  I  ftay,  I  will 
beg  a  copy  of  it,  to  bring  down  with  me; 
becaufe  I  know  you  were  pleafed  with 
the  fenfible,  plain,  good  man,  and  his 
ways,  when  at  the  Hall  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  child  is  named  William,  that  I 
mould  have  told  you  ;  but  I  write  with- 
out any  manner  of  connexion,  juft  as 
things  come  uppermoft :  but  don't,  my 
dear  papa,  conftrtie  this,  too,  as  an  in- 
ftance of  difreipecl.  I  wifli  you  were 
not  fo  angry  with  me  ;  it  makes  me  al- 
moft  afraid  to  fee  you  ! — As  I  faid,  I 
(hall  fet  out  next  Wednefday  in  Mr.  B.'s 
coach ;  and  as  we  (hall  keep  the  main 
road  all  the  way,  I  (hall  fee,  by  my  being 
met,  how  I  am  to  be  received,  or  whe- 
ther pardoned  or  not.  Mr.  B.  fays,  he 
will  take  me  back  again,  if  my  dear  papa 
frown  at  me  ever  fo  little  ;  and  he  will 
not  deliver  me  up  into  any  other  hands 
but  his,  neither. 

We  have  been  at  feveral  plays,  and  at 
the  opera  divers  times  ;  for  we  make  the 
beft  of  our  time,  fince  it  is  fo  (hort ;  and 
we  feared  how  it  would  be;  though  I 
hoped  I  mould  not  have  anger  neither. 
Mrs.  B.  is  taken  up  between  whiles,  with 
writing  remarks  upon  the  plays,  &c. 
fhe  fees,  in  a  little  book,  for  Lady  Da- 
vers. She  fent  that  lady  her  remarks  up- 
on one  or  two,  with  wjiich  (he  is  fo  well 
pleafed,  that  (he  will  not  let  even  her 
nurfery  excufe  her  from  proceeding  upon 
thofe  fubje6ls ;  and  this  will  fo  ingrofs 
the  dear  lady's  pen,  that  I  (hall  not  be 
favoured  fo  much  as  I  ufed  to  be;  but 
Lady  Davers  promiies  to  lend  me  the 
book,  when  (he  has  read  it ;  fo  that  will 
be  fome  fatisfa£tion. 

I  fee  but  one  thing  that  can  pombly 
happen  to  diftnrb  the  felicity  of  this 
charming  couple ;  and  that  I  will  men- 
tion, in  confidence.  Mr.  B.  and  Mrs. 
B.  and  myfelf,  were  at  the  mafquerade, 
before  (he  lay  in:  there  was  a  lady  greatly 
taken  with  Mr.  B.  She  was  in  a  nun's 
habit,  and  followed  him  wherever  he 
went ;  and  Mr.  Turner,  a  gentleman  of 
one  of  the  inns  of  court,  who  vifits«tVlr. 
B.  fometimes,  and  is  an  old  acquaint- 
ance of  his,  tells  me,  by  the  by,  that 
the  lady  took  an  opportunity  to  unma(k 

to 
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to  Mr.  B.  Mr.  Turner  Imfince  found 
fiie  is  the  young  Countefs  Dowager  of 
.,  a  fine  lady  ;  but  not  the  molt  re- 
fer ved  in  her  conduct  of  late,  fmce  her 
widowhood.  And  he  has  fmce  difco- 
vered,  as  he  fays,  that  a  letter  or  two, 
if  not  more,  have  paifed  between  Mr. 
B.  and  that  lady. 

Now  Mrs.  B.  with  all  her  perfections, 
has,  as  me  owns,  a  little  fpice  of  jea- 
loufy  ;  and  fliould  Ihe  be  once  alarmed, 
I  tremble  for  the  confequences  to  both 
their  happinefs. 

It  is  my  opinion,  that  if  ever  any  thing 
makes  a  mifunderitanding  between  them, 
itwillbe  from  fome  Inch  quarter  as  this. 
But  'tis  a  thoufand  pities  it  mould .  And 
I  hope,  as  to  the  actual  correfpondence 
begun,  Mr.  Turner  is  miltaken. 

But  be  it  as  it  will,  I  would  not  for 
the  world,  that  the  firit  hints  of  this  mat- 
ter mould  come  from  me. — Mr.  B.  is  a 
very  enterprifing  and  gallant  man,  is  a 
fine  figure  of  a  man,  and  I  don't  won- 
der a  lady  may  like  him.  But  he  feems 
fo  pleafed,  fo  latisfied  with  his  wife,  and 
carries  it  to  her  with  fo  much  tendernefs 
and  affeclion,  that  I  hope  her  merit,  and 
this  his  affection  for  her,  will  iecure  his 
conjugal  fidelity. 

If  it  prove  otherwife,  and  fhedifcovers 
it,  I  know  no  one  that  would  be  more 
miferable  than  Mrs.  B.  as  well  from  mo- 
tives of  piety  and  virtue,  as  from  the' 
excefiive  love  (he  bears  him. — But  I  hope 
for  better  things,  for  both  their  fakes. 

My  humble  thanks  for  all  yourindul- 
gences  to  me,  with  hopes,  that  you  will 
not,  my  dear  papa  and  mamma,  hold 
yourdifpleafureagainft  me,  when  I  throw 
myfelf  at  your  feet,  as  I  now  foonhope  to 
do,  conclude  mejcwr  dutiful  daughter, 
M.  DARNFORD. 


LETTER    XXI. 

FROM  MRS.   B.  TO    LADY  DAVERS. 
MY    DEAR    LADY, 

WE  are  juft  returned  from  accom- 
panying the  worthy  Mils  Darn- 
ford  as  far  as  Bedford,  in  her  way  home, 
where  her  papa  and  mamma  met  her  in 
their  coach.  Sir  Simon  put  on  his  plea- 
fant  air;;,  and  fchooled  Mr.  B.  for  per- 
fuading  his  daughter  to,  ftay  fo  long  from 


'him ;  me  for  putting  her  upon  afking  to 
(lay  longer  j  and  Jbe  for  being  perfuaded 
by  us. 

I  think  he  is  worfe  than  ever,  in  his 
way  of  talk,  and  for  my  rebukes  to  him  ; 
for  he  ran  on  a  deal  of  Ituff  about  me, 
and  my  late  lying-in  ;  and  would  have 
it,  that  I  am  fo  much  improved,  that  I 
ought  to  make  acurt'fey  to  Mr.  B.  once 
an  hour.  He  faid,  when  I  was  angry 
at  him,  and  his  lady  blamed  him,  that 
it  was  all  pure  revenge  fcr  my  letter*, 
and  for  keeping  his  daughter,  fo  long 
from  him. 

We  tarried  two  days  together  at  Bed- 
ford ;  for  we  knew  not  how  to  part ;  and 
then  we  took  a  moft  affectionate  leave  of 
each  other. 

We  (truck  out  of  the  road  a  little,  to 
make  a  vifit  to  the  dear  houfe,  where  we 
tarried  one  night  j  and  next  morning, 
before  any  body  could  come  to  congra- 
tulate us,  (dcligning  to  be  incog.')  we 
proceeded  on  our  journey  to  London, 
and  found  my  deareft,  dear  boy,  in 
charming  health. 

What  a  new  pleafure  has  God  Al- 
mighty's goodnefs  beftowed  upon  me; 
which,  after  every  little  abfence,  rifes 
upon  me,  in  a  true  maternal  tendernefs, 
every  (tep  I  move  toward  the  dear  little 
blefiing  ! — Yet  fometimes,  I  think  your1 
dear  brother  is  not  fo  fond  of  him  as  I 
wifh  him  to  be.  He  fuys,  'tis  time  enough 
for  him  to  mind  him,  when  he  can  re- 
turn his  notice,  and  be  grateful ! — A 
negligent  word,  i'n't  it,  Madam — Con- 
fidering — 

My  dear  father  came  to  town,  to  ac- 
company my  good  mother  down  to  Kent,, 
and  they  let  out  three  or  four  days  after 
your  ladyfhip  left  us.  It  is  tmboflible 
to  deferibe  the  joy  with  which  his  wor-  • 
thy  heart  overflowed,  when  he  congratu- 
lated us  on  the  happy  event.  And  a« 
he  had  been  apprehenfive  for  his  daugh- 
ter's fafety,  judge,  my  lady,  what  his 
tranfports  mult  be,  to  fee  us  all  iai'~  and 
well,  and  happy,  and  a  ion  given  to 
Mr.  B.  by  his  greatly  honoured  daugh- 
ter. 

I  was  in  the  nurfery  when  he  came. 
So  was  my  mother.  Mi  is  Darnford  alfo 
was  there.  And  Mr.  B.  who  was  in 
his  cloiet  at  his  arrival,  after  having  re- 
ceived his  moil  rcfpe^ttui  congratulations 
himiclf,  brought  him  up  (though  he  has 
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not  been  there  fmce  :< indeed  he  han't !) 
'  Pamela/  faid  the  dear  gentleman,  *  lee 

*  who's  here!' 

I  fprang  to  him,  and  kneeled  for  his 
blefTmg  :  «  O  my  father  1'  laid  I,  «  fee' 
(pointing  to  the  dear  baby  at  the  nurfe's 
breaft)  '  haw  God  Almighty  has  anfwer- 

*  ed  all  our  prayers  T 

He  dropped  down  on  his  knees  by  me, 
clafping  me  in  his  indulgent  arms:  '  O 

my  daughter! — My  blefJed  daughter  ! 

— And  do  I  once  more  lee  you  !  And 

fee  you  fafe  and  well ! — I  do !  I  do !— - 

Blefled  be  thy  name,  O  gracious  GOD, 

for  thefe  thy  mercies  ! ' 

While  we  were  thus  joined,  happy  fa- 
ther, and  happy  daughter,  in  one  thankf- 
giving,  the  fweet  baby  having  /alien 
afleep,  the  nurfe  had  put  it  into  the  cradle  ; 
and  when  my  father  role  from  me,  he 
went  to  my  mother,  '  God  blefs  my  dear 
'  Betty,'  faid  he:  *  I  longed  to  fee  you, 

*  after    this  feparation.      Here's  joy  ! 
'  here's  pleafme !  O  how  happy  are  we!' 
And  taking  her  hand,  he  kneeled  down 
on  one  fide  the  cradle,   and  my  mother 
on  the  other,  both  looking  at  the  dear 
baby,  with  eyes  running  over;  and,  hand 
in  hand,  he  prayed,   in  the  moll  fervent 
manner,  for  a  blefling  upon  the  dear  in- 
fant;   and  that  God  Almighty  would 
make  him  an  honour  to  his  father's  fa- 
mily, and  to  his  mother's  virtue,    (that 
was  his  word;)   and  that,  in  the  words 
of  Scripture,  he  might  groiv  on,   and  be 
in  favour  both  'with  the  Lor dy  and-iuitb 
men. 

They  both  arofe,  and  Mr.  B.  taking 
my  hand,  and  Mifs  Darnford's,   (your 
ladyfhip  mayguefs  how  w^were moved! 
forme  is  a  fweet-  natured  lady,  you  know, 
Madam  ;  )    '  My  dear  Pamela  !    How 
thefe  kind,  thefe  grateful  hearts  affecl 
one  !— Do  you  often,   my  dear  Mifs 
Darnford,  fee  fcenes  wrought  up  by 
the  poets  to  this  moving  height.:1 — Here 
we  behold  and  admire  that  noble  fim- 
piicity,  in  which   nature  always   tri- 
umphs over  her  hand-maid  Art! — And 
which  makes  a  fceneof  joy  as  affecting 
to  a  noble  mind  as  that  of  the  deepeit 
diftrefs  !  Elie,  how  co-aid  it  difplay  it's 
force  thus   fweet ly   on    your  lovely 
cheek  !' 

Mr.  B.  has  juft  put  infamy  hands  Mr. 
Locke's  Treatife  on  Education,  and  he 
commands  me  to  give  him  my  thoughts 
*ipon  it  in 'writing.  He  hns  a  very  high 
foi  this  a.ither,  und  tfila  me,  that 


my  tendernefs  for  Billy  will  make  me 
think  fome  of  the  firft  advice  given  in  it 
a  little  harm,  perhaps;  but  although  he 
has  not  read  it  through,  only  having 
dipped  into  it  here  and  there,  he  believes, 
from  the  name  of  the  author,  I  cannot 
have  a  better  directory  :  and  my  opinion 
of  it,  after  I  have  well  confidered  it,  will 
inform  him,  he  fays,  of  my  own  capa- 
city and  prudence,  and  how  far  he  may 
rely  upon  both  in  the  point  of  ajfr/7  edu- 
cation. 

I  aiked,   if  I  might  not  be  excufed 

writing,  only  making  my  obfervations 

here  and  there,  to  himfelf,  as  I  found  oc- 

afion  ?  But  he  faid—'  You  will  your- 

felf,  my  dear,  better  confider  the  fub- 

je6l,  and  be  more  a  miitrefs  of  it,  and 

I  fliall  the  better  attend  to  yourreafon- 

ings,  when  they  are  put  into  writing : 

and  iurely,  Pamela,'  added  he,  '  you 

may,  in  fiich  an  important  point  as  this, 

as  well  oblige  me  with  a  little  of  your 

penman/hip,  as  your  other  dear  friends .' 

After  this,   your  ladyfhip  will  judge 

I  had  not  another  word  to  fay.     He  cut* 

one  to  the  heart,  when  heffpeaks  fo  fe-' 

rioufly. 

I  have  looked  a  little  into  it.  It  is  a 
book  quite  accommodated  to  my  cafe, 
being  written  to  a  gentleman,  theai.thor's 
friend,  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduft 
towards  his  children.  But  how  mall  I 
do,  Madam,  if  in  frch  a  famed  and  re- 
nowned author,  I  fee  already  fome  few 
things,  which  I  think  want  clearing  up  ? 
Won't  it  look  like  intolerable  vanity,  in 
fuch  a  one  as  me,  to  find  fault  with  iuch 
a  genius  as  Mr.  Locke  ? 

But  I  will  confider  of  the  matter  tho- 
roughly, before  I  fet  pen  to  paper ;  for, 
although  he  writes  in  a  very  familiar  and 
intelligible  ftyle,  perhaps  I  may  not  un- 
deritand  him  at  once  reading. 

I  muft,  on  this  occalion,  give  your  la- 
dy/hip the  particulars  of  a  fhort  conver- 
fation  between  your  brother  and  me ; 
which,  however,  perhaps,  will  not  be  to 
my  advantage,  becnule  it  will  fhew  you 
what  a  teazing  body  I  can  be,  if  I  am 
indulged.— But  Mr.  B.  will  not  fpoil 
me  neither  in  that  way:  no  fear  of  that, 
I  dare  fay  1— 'Your  ladyfhip  wilf  fee  this 
in  the  very 'dialogue  I  fliali  give  you. 

Thus  it  was.     I  had  been  reading  in 

Mr.  Locke's  book,  and  Mr.  B.  afked 

me  how  I  liked  it  ? — *  Exceedingly  welf, 

*  Sir.     But  I  have  a  propefal  to  make, 

*  which, 
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*  which,  if  you  will  be  pleafed  to  eom- 
4  ply  with,  will  give  me  a  charming  op- 
4  portunity  of  understanding  Mr. Locke.' 

*  What  is  your  propoial,  my  dear?  I 

*  fee  it  is  fome  very  particular  one,  by 
4  that  fweet  earneftneis  in  your  look.1 

*  Why,  foit  is,  Sir:  and  I  mud  know, 
4  whether  you  are  in  high  good  humour, 
c  before  I  make  it.     I  think  you  look 
4  grave  upon  me;  and  my  propoial  will 

*  not  then  do,  I'm  lure/ 

4  You  have  all  the  amufmg  ways  of 

*  your  lex,  my  dear  Pamela.     But  tell 

*  me  what  you  would  lay  ?   You  know 

*  I  don't  love  fufpenfe.' 

*  May- be  you're  bufy,  Sir.    Perhaps 

*  I  break  in  upon  you.     I  believe  you 

*  were  going  into  your  clolet.' 

*  Tme,  woman !  —How  you  love  to 

*  put  one  upon  the  tenters !  Yet,  my  life 
'  for  your's,  by  your  parade,  what  I  juft 
4  now  thought  important,  is  fome  pretty 

*  trifle! — Speak  it  at  once,  or  111  be  angry 

*  with  you;'  and  tapped  my  cheek. 

*  Well,  I  wifh  I  had  not  come  juft  now! 

*  —I  fee  you  are  not  in  a  quite  good  hu- 
4  mour  enough  for  my  propoial. — So, 

*  pray,  Sir,  excufe  me,  till  to  morrow.' 
He  took  my  hand,  and  led  me  to  his 

clofet,  calling  me  his  pretty  impertinent; 

and  then  urging  me,  I  faid — *  You  know, 
Sir,  I  have  not  been  ufed  to  the  com- 
pany of  children.  Your  dear  Billy  will 
not  make  me  fit,  for  a  long  time,  to 
judge  of  any  part  of  education .  lean 
learn  of  the  charming  boy  nothing  but 
the  baby  conduct :  but  now,  if  you 
would  permit  me  to  take  into  the  houfe 
fome  little  Mailer  of  three  or  four  years 
old,  or  Mifs  of  five  or  fix,  I  mould 
watch  over  all  their  little  ways;  and 
now  reading  a  chapter  in  the  child, 
and  now  a  chapter  in  the  book^  I  ihall 
be  enabled  to  look  forward,  and  with 
advantage,  into  thefubject;  and  to  go 
through  all  the  parts  of  education  to- 
lerably, for  one  of  my  capacity ;  for, 
Sir,  I  can,  by  my  own  defects,  and  what 
I  have  wifhed  to  mend,  know  Jiow  to 
judge  of,  and  fupply  that  part  of  life, 
which  carries  a  child  up  to  eleven  or 
twelve  years  of  age,  which  was  mine, 
when  my  lady  took  me.' 
'  A  pretty  thought,  Pamela',  but  tell 
me,  who  will  part  with  their  child, 
think  you?  Wouldyou  doit,  if  it  were 
you i-  cafe,  although  you  were  ever  fo 
well  aflured  of  the  advantages  your 
little  one  would  reap  by  it  ? — For  don't 
you  cajfideiy  my  dear,  that  the  child 


*  ought  to  be  wholly  fubjected  to  yourau"* 

*  thority?   That  it's  father  or  mother 

*  ought  feldom  to  fee  it ;  becaufeit  mould 

*  think  itfelf  abfolutely  dependent  upon 
4  you  ? — And  where,  my  dear,  will  you 
4  meet  with  parents  fo  religned? — B.e- 

*  fides,  one  would  have  thechild  defcend- 

*  ed  of  genteel  parents,  and  not  fuch  a* 
4  could  do  nothing  for  it;  otherwife  the 

*  turn  of  rnind  and  education  you  would 

*  give  it,  might  do  it  more  harm  than 

*  good.' 

*  All  this  is  true,  Sir,  very  true.  But 

*  have  you  no  other  objection,  if  one 
4  could  find  a  genteelly  defcended  young 

*  Mafter  ?And  would  you  join  to  perfuadc 

*  his  papa  to  give  me  up  his  power,  only 

*  from  three  months  to  three  months,  as 

*  I  liked,  and  the  child  liked,  and  as  the 

*  papa  approved  of  my  proceedings  ?' 

4  This  is  fo  reafonable,  with  thefelaft 
4  conditions,  Pamela,  that  I  mould  be 
4  pleafed  with  your  notion,  if  it  cou!4 

*  be  put  in  practice,  becaufe  the  child 

*  would  be  benefited  by  your  mftruc- 
4  tion,  and  you  would  be  improved  in  an. 
4  art,  which  I  could  wifh  to  fee  you  an 
4  adept  in.' 

4  But,  perhaps,  Sir,  you  had  rather  it 
4  were  a  girl  than  a  boy  ?' 

4  I  had,  my  dear,  if  ^  girl  could  be 
4  found,  whole  parents  would  give  her  up 
4  to  you  :  but  I  fuppofe  you  have  fome 
4  boy  in  your  head,  by  your  putting  it 
4  upon  that  fex  at  firft.' 

4  Let  me  fee,  Sir,  you  fay  you  are  in  a 
4  good  humour!  Let  me  fee,  if  you  be;'— • 
looking  boldly  in  his  face. 

4  What  now,'  with  fome  little  impa- 
tience, 4  would  the  pretty  fool  be  at?' 

4  Only,  Sir,  that  you  have  nothing  to 
4  do,  but  tofpeak  the  word,  and  there  is 

*  a  child,  vhofe  papa,  and  mamma  too, 
4  I  am  lure,  would  confent  to  give  up  to 
4  me,  for  my  own  inftruction,  as  well  as 
4  for  her  fake;  and  if,  to  fpeak  in  the 
4  Scripture  phrafe,  I  have  found  grace  in 
4  yourfigbt,  kind  Sir,  fpeak  this  word  to 
4  the  dear  child's  papa.' 

4  And  have  you  thus  come  over  with 
4  me,  Pamela! — .Go,  I  am  half  angry 
4  with  you,  for  leading  me  on  in  this 

*  manner  againft  myfelf.  This  looks  fo 
4  artful,  that  I  won't  love  you!1 — 4  Dear 
4  Sir!' — 'Anddear Madam  too!  Begone, 
4  I  fay! — You  have  furprifed  me  by  art, 
4  when  your  talent  is  nature,  and  you 
4  fhould  keep  to  that !' 

I  was  fadly  baulked,  and  had  neither 

power  to  §o  nor  ftay  !  At  Jail,  feeing  I 

3  T  a  had 


PAMELA. 


had  put  him  into  a  kind  of  flutter,  as  now 
he  had  put  me,  I  moved  my  unwilling 
feet  towards  the  door. — He  took  a  turn 
n,bout  the  clofet  mean  time. — '  Yet  ftay,' 
faid  he,  '  there  is  fomething  io  generous 

*  in  your  art,  that,  on  recollection,  I  can- 

*  not  part  with  you.' 

He  took  notice  of  the  ftarting  tear— 

*  I  am  to  blame ! — You  had  furpriied  me 

*  io,  that  my  hafty  temper  got  the  better 
'  of  my  coniideration.  Let  me  kifs  away 
'   this  pearly  fugitive.     Forgive  me,  my 

*  deareit  love!     What  an  inconfiderate 
'  brute  am  I,  when  compared  to  fuch  an 

*  angel  as  my  Pamela ;   I  fee,  at  once 
'  now,  all  the  force,  and  all  the  merit,  of 
'  your  amiable  generofity:  and  to  make 
'  you  amends  for  this  my  haltineis,  I  will 
'  coolly  confider  of  the  matter,  and  will 
'  either  iatisfy  you  by  my  compliance,  or 
'  by  the  reafons  which  I  will  give  for  the 

*  contrary. 

*  But  lay,  my  Pamela;  can  you  for- 
'  give  my  harfhnefs?' — l  Can  I! — Yes, 

*  indeed,  Sir,'  prefling  his  hand  to  my 
lips;  'and  bidrne  Go  and  Be  gone,  twenty 
'  times  a  day,  if  I  am  to  be  thus  kindly 
'  called  back  to  you,  thus  nobly  and  con- 

*  dekxndingly treated, in  thefame breath  ! 

*  — I  lee,  dear  Sir,'    continued  I, '  that 
'  I  mull  be  in  fault,   if  ever  you  are 

*  laltingly  difpleafed  with  me.. — For  as 

*  foo.n  as  you  turn  yourfelf  about,  your 

*  anger  var.ifhcs,  and  you  make  me  rich 

*  amends;  for  a  few  harfh  words.    Only 

*  one  thing,  dear  Sir,  let  me  add  :  if  I 
(  have  dealt  artfully  with  you,  impute  it 
t  to  my  fear  of  offending  you,  through 
'  the  nature  of  my  petition>  and  not  to 
'  defign  ;  and  that  I  took  the  example  of 

*  the  prophet,  to  King  David,  in  thepa- 

*  rable  of  the  E^ue  Lamb? 

'  I  remember  it,  my  dear— and  you 

*  have  well  pointed  your  parable,  and  had 

*  nothing  to  do,  but  to  fay—"  Thou  art 
"  the  man  I" 

I  am  called  upon  by  my  dear  bene- 
factor for  a  little  airing,  and  he  fuffers 
me  only  to  conclude  this  long  letter, 
knowing  to  whom  I  have  the  honour  to 
write,  this  being  poft-day.  And  fo  I  am 
obliged,  with  greater  abruptnefs  than  I 
had  deligned,to  mention  thankfully  your 
ladylhip's  croodnefs  to  me;  particularly 
in  that  kind,  kind  letter*,  in  behalf  of  my 
dear  parents,  had  a  certain  event  taken 
place.  Mr.B.  Iheweditto  me  this  morn- 


ing, and  not  before — I  believe,  for  fear 
I  Ihould  have  been  fo  much  opprefled  by 
the  fenfe  of  your  lady  (hip' 3  unmerited 
goodiiefs  to  me,  had  he  let  me  know  of 
it  before  your  departure  from  us-,  that  I 
Ihould  not  have  been  able  to  look  up  at 
you;  heaping  favours  and  blefhngs  upon 
me,  as  you  hourly  were  doing  befides. 
What  a  happy  creature  am  I !— But  my 

f-atitude  runs  me  into  length  ;  and  lorry 
am,  that  I  cannot  have  time  juft  now 
to  indulge  it. 

But  yet  I  am  apt  fometimes  to  doubt, 
whether  I  ought  to  think  myfelf  fo  very 
happy;  and  whether  it  is  not  an  argu- 
ment of  a  mean  f'pirit;  becaufe  I  am  un- 
der obligations,  unreturnable  obligations  t 
to  every  living  foul,  as  well  as  to  your 
lady  (hip;  and  yet  can  rejoice  in  them  as  if 
it  was  fuch  a  glorious  thing  to  be  oblig- 
ed, when  it  is  not  in  one's  power  to  oblige 
again. 

Is  there  nothing,  my  dear  Lord  and 
Lady  Davers — is  there  nothing,  my  dear 
Lady  Countefs,  and  my  good  Lord  C. 
that  I  can  do,  to  mew,  at  leatt,  that  I  have 
a  will,  and  am  not  an  ungrateful,  and  a 
fordid  creature? 

And  yet,  if  you  give  me  power  to  do 
any  thing  that  will  have  the  appearance 
of  a  return,  even  that  po-iver  will  be  lay- 
ing a  frefh  obligation  upon  me — Which, 
however,  I  fhould  be  very  proud  of,  be- 
caufe I  (hould  thereby  convince  you,  by 
fomething  more  than  words,  how  much 
I  am  (moll:  particularly,  my  deareit  Lady 
Davers,  my  fifter,  my  friend,  my  pa- 
tronefs)  jour  tnojl  obliged,  and  faithful 
fervant, 

P.  B. 

Your  dear  brother  joins  in  refpeclful 
thankfulnefs  to  his  four  noble  gofllps. 
And  I  made  my  Billy,  by  his  lips,.fub- 
fcribe  his.  I  hope  fo  to  direct  his  earlieft 
notions,  as  to  make  him  feniible  of  his 
dutiful  obligation. 


LETTER     XXII. 

FROM  LADY  DAVERS  TO  MRS.  B. 

MY  DEAREST  PAMELA, 

TALK  not  to  us  of  unreturnable 
obligations,  and  all  that,  as  in  your 
laft  letter.   You  do  more  for  us,  m  the 
entertainment  you  give  us  all,  by  your 


•  See  Utter  XVI.  in  this  Volume. 
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letters,  than  we  have  done,  or  ever  can 
do,  for  you.  And  as  tome,  I  know  no 
greater  pleasure  jn  the  world  than  that 
which  my  brother's  felicity  and  yours 
gives  me.  GOD  continue  this  felicity 
to  you  both.  I  am  lure  it  will  be  bis 
fault,  and  not  yours,  if  it  be  at  all  dimi- 
niftied. 

We  have  heard  Come  idle  rumours 
here,  as  if  you  were  a  little  uneal'y  of 
late;  and  having  not  had  a  letter  from  you 
for  this  ft  rtnight  pad,  it  makes  me  write, 
to  aflc,  how  you  all  do  ?  and,  whether  you 
expected  an  ant'wer  from  me  to  your 
laft  ? 

I  hope  you  won't  be  punctilious  with 
me,  my  Pamela.  For  we  have  nothing 
to  write  to  you  about,  except  it  be,  how 
much  we  all  love  and  honour  you  ;  and 
that  you  believe  already,  or  elfe  you  don't 
do  us  juftice. 

I  fuppofe  you'll  be  going  out  of  town 
foon,  now  the  parliament  is  rifmg.  My 
Lord  is  refolvedto  put  his  proxy  into  ano- 
ther hand,  and  intends,  I  believe,  to  take 
my  brother's  advice  in  it.  Both  the  Errl 
and  his  Lordfhip  are  highly  pleafed  with 
my  brother's  moderate  and  independent 
principles.  He  has  got  great  credit  among 
all  unprejudiced  men,  by  the  part  he  acled 
throughout  the  laft  fefllons,  in  which  he 
has  fhewn,  that  he  would  no  more  join  to 
diftreis  and  clog  the  wheels  of  govern- 
ment, by  an  unreafonable  oppofition, 
than  he  would  do  the  dirty  work  of  any 
adminiftration.  As  he  has  fo  noble  a  for- 
tune, and  wants  nothing  of  any  body,  he 
would  be  doubly  to  blame,  to  take  any 
other  part  than  that  of  his  country  in 
which  he  has  fo  great  a  (lake. 

May  heacl  out  of  the  houfe,  and  in  the 
houfe,  with  equal  honour;  and  he  will 
be  his  country's  pride,  and  your  pride, 
and  mine  too !  which  is  the  wiih  of  jour 
affeftionatefijier , 

B.DAVERS. 

If  you  want  a  pretence  to  kifs  my  dear 
boy,  give  him,  now-and-then,  one  for 
me.  I  hope  he  improves,  under  the  eye 
of  fo  careful  a  mamma;  the  little  rogue 
will  elfe  be  unworthierthan  I  wifh.  him 
to  be.  I  hope  you  proceed  with  my 
book .  I  mud  fee  your  obfervations  on 
Locke  too.  'Twas  a  charming  pretty 
thought  of  yours,  that  of  Mifs  Good- 
win. A  hafty  wretch!  How  could  he 
be  angry? — 'Twas  well  he  fofoon  con- 
fidered  of  the  matter,  and  afked  par- 
don. 


LETTER    XXIII. 

MY  DEAREST    LADY, 

I  Have  been  a  little  in  diforder,  that  I 
have.  Some  few  rubs  have  happened. 
I  hope  they  will  be  happily  removed .  But 
I  am  unwilling  to  believe  all  that  is  laid. 
This  is  a  wicked  town,  though.  I  \vifli 
we  were  out  of  it.  But  I  fee  not  when 
that  will  be.  I  wifh  Mr.'B.  would  permit 
me  and  my  Billy  to  go  into  Kent.  But  I 
don't  care  to  leave  him  behind  me,  neither; 
and  he  is  not  inclined  to  go.  Excufe 
my  brevity,  my  deared  lady — But  I  mud 
break  off,  with  only  alluring- your  lady- 
(hip,  that  I  am,  and  ever  will  be,  your 


obliged  and  grateful 


P.  B. 


LETTER    XXIV.- 

MY    DEAREST   PAMELA, 

IUnderftand  things  go  not  fo  well  as  I 
wifh.  If  you  think  my  coming  up 
to  town,  and  reliding  with  you,  while  you 
day  in  it,  will  be  of  fervice'to  you,  or  hejr> 
to  get  you  out  of  it,  I  will  fet  outdueclly. 
I  will  pretend  fome  indifpofition,  and  a 
deilre  of  confulting  the  London  phy- 
ficians;  or  anything  you  mail  think  fit  to 
be  done,  by  your  affettionate  fifler,  and 
faithful  friend, 

B.  DAVERS. 


LETTER    XXV. 

MY    DEAREST    LADY, 

AThoufand  thanks  for  your  good- 
nefs  to  me :  but  I  hope  all  will  be 
well.  I  hope  God  will  enable  me  to  a<5l 
fo  prudent  a  part,  as  will  touch  his  gene- 
rous bread.  Be  pleafed  to  tell  me  what 
your  ladyihip  has  heard;  but  it  becomes^ 
not  me,  I  think,  till  I  cannot  help  it,  to 
make  any  appeals;  for,  I  know,  thofe 
will  not  be  exc  tiled  !  and  I  do  all  I  can 
to  fupprefs  my  uneafmefs  before  him. 
But  I  pay  for  it,  when  I  am  alone.  My 
nurfery,  and  my  reliance  on  God,  (I 
mould  have  laid  the  latter  firft)  are  all 
my  confolation. — God  preferve  and  biers 
you,  my  good  lady,  and  my  noble  lord; 
(but  I  am  apt  to  think  your  lady/hip's 
prefence  will  not  avail)  prays  your  af- 
fefiionate  and  obliged 

P.B. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XXVI. 


WHY  does  not  my  fweet  girl  fub- 
fcribe  Sifter,  as  ufual  ?  I  have 
<lone  nothing  amifs  to  you !  I  love  you 
dearly,  and  ever  will.  I  can't  help  my 
brother's  faults.  But  I  hope  he  treats 
you  with  politenefs  and  decency.  He  (hall 
be  none  of  my  brother  if  he  don't.  I  reft 
x  great  deal  upon  your  prudence  j  and  it 
will  be  very  meritorious,  if  you  can 
overcome  yourfelf,  fo  as  to  aft  unexcep- 
tionabiy,  though  it  may  not  be  deferred 
on  this  occafion.  For  in  doing  fo,  yoif  11 
have  a  triumph  over  nature  itfelf ;  for  my 
dear  girl,  as  you  have  formerly  owned, 
you  have  a  little  touch  of  jealouiy  in  your 
compofition*. 

What  I  have  heard,  is  nofecretto  any 
body.  The  injured  party  is  generally 
the  laft  who  hears  in  thefe  cafes,  and  you 
fliall  not  firft  be  told  any  thing  by  me 
that  muft  ajftift  you,  but  cannot  you, 
more  than  it  does  me.  God  give  you  pa- 
tience and  comfort !  The  wicked  lady  has 
a  deal  to  anfwer  for,  to  difturb  fuch  an 
uncommon  happinefs.  But  no  more, 
than  that  I  am  your  ever  afefiionate 
jifier, 

B.  PAVERS. 

I  am  all  impatience  to  hear  how  you 
conduct  yourfelf  upon  this  trying  oc- 
cafion.  Let  me  know  <u> bat  yon  have 
beard,  and  bow  you  came  to  hear  it. 


LETTER    XXVII. 

WH  Y  don't  I  fubfcribe  Sifter?  aflcs 
my  deareft  Lady  Davers? — I 
have  not  had  the  courage  to  do  it  of  late. 
For  my  title  to  that  honour  arifes  from 
thedear, thrice  dearMr.B.  And  how  long 
J  may  be  permitted  to  call  him  mine,  I 
cannot  fay.  But  fmce  you  command  it, 
I  will  call  your  ladyfhip  by  that  beloved 
name,  let  the  reft  happen  as  God  mall 
fee  fit. 

Mr.  B.  cannot  be  unpclite,  in  the 
main ;  but  he  is  cold,  and  a  little  crofs, 
and  mort  in  his  fpeeches  to  me.  I  try 
to  hide  wiy  grief  from  every  body,  and 
jnoft  from  him ;  for,  my  defer  lady,  nei- 
ther my  father,  mother,  nor  Mifs  Darn- 
ford,  know  any  thing  from  me.  Mrs. 
Jerris,  from  whom  I  feldom  hide  any 


thing,  as  me  is  on  the  fpot  with  me,  hears 
not  my  complainings,  nor  my  uneafmefs  j 
for  I  would  not  lenen  the  dear  man.  He 
mayjf/  fee  the  error  of  the  way  he  is  in. 
God  grant  it,  for  his  own  fake,  as  well 
as  mine! — I  am  even  forry  your  lady- 
fhip is  afflicted  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  matter. 

The  poor  unhappy  lady,  God  forgive 
her  !  is  to  be  pitied :  fhe  loves  him,  and 
having  ftrong  paffions,  and  being  unufed 
to  be  controuled,  is  loft  to  a  fen'e  of  ho- 
nour and  juftice ;  poor,  poor  lady  ! — O 
thefc  wicked  mafqueradesd  From  them 
fprings  all  my  unhappinefs  j  my  Spa- 
niard was  too  amiable,  and  met  with  a 
lady  who  was  no  Nun,  but  in  habit. 
Eveiy  one  was  taken  with  him  in  that 
habit,  fo  fuited  to  the  natural  dignity  of 
his  perfon! — O  thei'e  wicked,  wicked 
mafquerades ! 

I  am  all  patience  in  appearance,  all 
tmeafmefs  in  reality.  I  did  not  think  I 
could,  efpecially  in  this  point,  this  moft 
offering  point,  be  fuch  an  hypocrite. 
It  has  coftme — your  ladyfhip  knows  not 
what  it  hascoft  me — to  be  able  to  aflume 
that  character  !  Yet  my  eyes  are  fwel- 
led  with  crying,and  look  red,  although  I 
am  always  breathing  on  my  hand,  and 
patting  them  with  that,  and  my  warm 
breath,  to  hide  the  diftrefs  that  will, 
from  my  over-charged  heart,  appear  in 
them. 

Then  he  fays — '  What's  the  matter 
'  with  the  little  fool !  You  are  always  in 
1  this  way  of  late  !  What  ails  you,  Pa- 
'  mela?' 

'  Only  a  little  vapourifli,  Sir! — Nafty 
'  vapours!  Don't  be  angry  at  me!'— 
Then — *  Billy,  I  thoxight,  was  not  very 
1  well!' 

*  This  boy  will  fpoil  your  temper : 
'  at  this  rate,  what  mould  be  your  joy, 
'  will  become  your  misfortune.  Don't 

*  receive  me  in  this  manner,  I  charge 

*  you.'  ,  ^ 

'  In  what  manner,  Sir  ?  I  always  re- 

*  ceive  you  with  a  grateful  heart!  If 
'  any  thing  troubles  me,    it  is  in  your 

*  abfence  :  but  fee,  Sir,'  (then  I  try  to 
fmile  and  feem  pleafed)  *  I  am  all  fun- 
'  fliine  now  you  are  come  !— don't  you 
1  fee  I  am  ?' 

'  Yes,  your  fnnfhine  of  late  is  all 
'  through  a  cloud !— I  know  not  what's 
'  the  matter  with  you.  Your  temper 
'  will  alter,  and  then—1 
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«  It  (han't  alter,  Sir — It  (han't— if  I 
*  can  help  it.'  And  then  I  kiiTed  his 
hand ;  that  dear  hand,  that,  perhaps,  was 
laft  about  his  more  beloved  countefs's 
neck — Diftracting  reflection  ! 

But  come,  may-be  I  think  the  worft! 
To  be  lure  I  do  ! — For  my  apprehen- 
fions  were  ever  aforehand  with  events, 
and  bad  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  it  is  worfe 
than  I  think  it.  But  it  will  ripen  of  it- 
felf !  it  is  a  corroding  evil:  it  will  in- 
creafe  to  it's  crifis,  and  then  it  may  dif- 
fipate  happily,  or  end  in  death. 

All  that  grieves  me,  (for  I  have  had 
the  happinefs  of  a  whole  life  crouded 
thick  upon  me  in  a  few  paft  months,  and 
ib  ought  to  be  grateful  for  the  good  I 
have  reaped)  is  for  his  own  dear  fake,  for 
his  fours  fake. — But,  come,  he  is  a  young 
gentleman,  and  may  fee  his  error  : — this 
may  be  a  trial  to  him,  as  well  as  to  me. 
And  if  he  jhould  conquer  it,  what  a 
charming  thing  would  that  be ! 

You  command  me  to  let  you  know 
<ivhat  I  have  heard,  and  how  I  came  to 
hear  it.  I  told  your  ladyfhip,  in  one  of 
my  former*,that  two  gentlemen,  brought 
xip  to  the  law,  but  above  the  practice  of 
it,  though  I  doubt,  not  above  practices 
lefs  honourable,  had  vifited  us,  on  com- 
ing to  town. 

They  have  been  often  here  fmce,  Mr. 
Turner  particularly ;  and  fometimes  by 
himfelf,  when  Mr.  B.  has  happened  to 
be  out :  and  lie  it  was,  as  I  jruefled,  that 
gave  me,  at  the  wicked  maujuerade,  the 
advice  to  look  after  my  Mu/idorus\-. 

I  did  not  like  their  vifits,  and  bis  much 
lefs :  for  he  feemed  to  me  a  man  of  an 
intriguing  fpirit.  But  about  three  weeks 
ago,  Mr.  B.  fettingout  upon  a  party  of 
pleafure  to  Oxford,  he  came,  and  pre- 
tending great  bufmefs  with  me,  and  I 
happening  to  be  at  breakfaft  in  the  par- 
lour, only  Polly  attending  me,  admitted 
him  to  drink  a  difh  of  chocolate  with  me. 
And  when  Polly  had  itept  out,  he  told 
me,  after  many  apologies,  that  he  had 
difcoveredwho  the  Nun  was  at  the  maf- 
querade,  that  had  engaged  Mr.  B. 

I  faid  it  was  very  indifferent  to  me, 
who  the  lady  was. 

He  replied,  (making  ftill  more  apolo- 
gies, and  pretending  great  reluctance  to 
fpeak  out)  that  it  was  no  lefs  a  lady  than 
the  young  Countefs  Dowager  of  — , 
a  lady  noted  for  her  wit  and  her  beauty  j 


but  of  a  gay  difpofition,  though  he  be* 
lieved  not  yet  culpable. 

I  was  alarmed  j  but  wcmld  not  let  him 
fee  it  5  and  he  ran  into  the  topick  of  the 
injuftice  of  married  men  who  had  vir- 
tuous wives,  and  gave  themfelves  up  to 
intrigues  of  this  kind. 

I  remembered  fome  of  Mr.  B.'s  lefTons 
formerly,  of  which  I  once  gave  your  la- 
dy/hip a  tranfcriptj,  particularly,  that 
of  drawing  a  kind  of  veil  over  his  faults, 
and  extenuating  thofe  I  could  not  hide; 
and  ftill  more  particularly,  that  caution, 
that  if  ever  rakes  attempted  a  married 
woman,  their  encouragement  proceeded 
from  the  flights  and  contempts  with 
v/hich  they  endeavoured  to  poffefs  her 
againft  her  hufbandj  and  I  told  Mr, 
Turner,  that  I  was  fo  well  fatisfied  in 
Mr.  B.'s  affection  for  me  and  his  well- 
known  honour,  that  I  could  not  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  any  gentleman  who 
mould  endeavour  to  give  me  a  lefs  opi- 
nion of  either,  than  I  ought  to  have. 

He  then  bluntly  told  me,  that  the  very 
party  Mr.  B.  was  upon,  was  with  the 
Countefs  for  one,  and  the  Lord  -•••  -, 
who  had  married  her  fifter. 

I  faid,  I  was  glad  he  was  in  fuch  good 
company,  and  wifhed  him  all  manner  of 
pleafure  in  it. 

He  hoped,  he  faid,  he  might  truft  to 
my  difcretion,  that  I  would  not  let  Mr, 
B.  know  from  whom  I  had  the  informa- 
tion: that,  indeed,  his  motive  in  men- 
tioning it  to  me,  was  felf  -  intereft  j  for 
that  he  had  prei'umed  to  make  fome  over- 
tures of  an  honourable  nature  to  the 
Countefs,  in  his  own  behalf j  which  had 
been  rejected  fmce  that  mafquerade  night: 
and  that  he  hoped  the  prudent  ufe  t 
would  make  of  the  intimation,  might, 
fome- how,  be  a  means  to  break  off  that 
correfpondence,  before  it  was  attended 
with  bad  confequences. 

I  told  him,  coldly,  though  it  Hung  me. 
to  the  heart,  that  I  mould  not  interfere 
in  the  matter  at  all :  that  I  was  fully  af- 
fured  of  Mr.  B.'s  honour  ;  and  was  for- 
ry  he,  Mr.  Turner,  had  fo  bad  an  opi- 
nion of  a  lady  for  whom  he  profeflcd  fo 
high  a  confideration.  And  rifing  up— 
'  Will  you  excufe  me,  Sir,  that  I  cannot 
c  attend  at  all  to  fuch  a  Aibject  as  this  5 
'  and  think  I  ought  not  j  and  fo  muft 
'  withdraw  ?' 

*  Only,  Madam,  one  word.'  Hf 
offered  to  take  my  hand,  but  I  would  not 
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pfrmit  it— And  then  he  fwore  a    great 
oath,  that  he  had  told  me  his  true  and 
his  only  motive:    and  that  letters  had 
palled  between  the  Countefs  and  Mr.B.j 
adding,  that  one  day  I  would  blame  my- 
felf,  forndtendeavouring  to  ititie  aflame, 
that  might  now  perhaps  be  kept  under; 
but  which,   if  it  got  head,  would  be  of 
more  fatal  confequence  to  my  repofe  than 
I  at  prefent  imagined.     c  But,'  laid  he, 
I  beg  you'll  keep  it  within  your  own 
breaft  5  elfe,  from  two  Inch  haity  fpi- 
rits  as  his  and  mine,  it  may  poflibly  be 
attended  withftill  worfe  confequences/ 
'  I  will  never,  Sir,  enter  into  a  fub- 
je6l  that  is  not  proper  to  be  commu- 
nicated,  every  tittle  of  it,  to  Mr.  B. 
and  this  mu ft  be  my  excufe  for  with- 
drawing.''    And  away  I  went  from 
him. 

Your  ladyfhip  will  judge  with  how 
uneafy  a  lieart ;  which  became  more  fo, 
when  I  fat  down  to  reflect  upon  what  he 
had  told  me.  But  I  was  refolved  to  give 
it  as  little  credit  as  I  could,  or  that  any 
thing  would  come  of  it,  till  Mr.  B.'s  own 
behaviour  mould  convince  me,  to  my 
affliction,  that  I  had  fome  reafon  to  be 
alarmed:  fo  I  opened  not  my  lips  about 
it,  not  even  to  Mrs.  Jervis. 

At  Mr. B.'s  return,  I  received  him  in 
my  ufual  affectionate  and  unreferved 
manner:  and  he  behaved  himfelf  to  me 
with  his  accuftomed  goodnefs  and  kind- 
nefs  ;  or,  atleaft,  with  fo  little  difference, 
that  had  not  Mr.  Turners  officioulhefs 
made  me  more  watchful,  I  mould  not 
have  perceived  it. 

But  next  day  a  letter  was  brought  by 
a  footman  for  Mr.  B.  He  was  out :  fo 
John  gave  it  to  me.  The  fuperfcription 
was  a  lady's  writing :  the  feal,the  Dow- 
ager Lady's,  with  a  Coronet.  This  gave 
me  great  urieafmefs:  and  when  Mr.  B. 
came  in,  I  faid — f  Here  is  a  letter  for 
*  you,  Sir;  and  from  a  lady  too  !' 

'  What,  then !'  laid  he  with  quick- 
nefs. 

I  was  baulked,  and  withdrew.  For 
I  law  him  turn  the  feal  about  and  about, 
as  if  he  would  fee  whether  I  had  endea- 
voured to  look  into  it. 

He  needed  not  to  have  been  fo  afraid; 
for  I  would  not  have  done  luch  a  thing, 
had  I  known  my  life  was  to  depend  upon 
it. 

I  went  up,  and  could  not  help  weep- 
ing at  his  quick  anfwer  ;  yet  I  did  my 
endeavour  to  hide  it,  when  he  came  up. 
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f  Was  not  my  girl  a  little  inquifitive 
'  upon  me  jufl  now?' 

*  I  fpoke  pleafantly,  Sir — But   you 
'  were  very  quick  on  your  girl.' 

*  'Tis  my  temper,    my  dear — You 
'  know  I  mean  nothing.     You  mould 
c  not  mind  it.' 

«  I  fhould  not,  Sir,  if  I  had  been  ufed 
f  to  it.' 

He  looked  at  me  with  fternnefs — <  Do 

*  you  doubt  my  honour,  Madam  ?' 

*  Madam !  did  you  fay,  Sir  ! — I  won't 

*  take  that,  word  1 — Dear  Sir,  call   it 

*  back — I  won't  be  called  Madam  ! — 
f  Call  me  your  girl,  your  ruftick,  your 

*  Pamela, — call  me  any  thing  but  Ma- 
'  dam!" 

'My  charmer,  then,  my  life,  my  foul; 
'  will  any  of  thofe  do  ?'  and  faluted  me  : 
'but  whatever  you  do,  let  me  not  fee 
'  that  you  have  any  doubts  of  my  honour 
'  to  you.' 

'  The  very  mention  of  the  word,  dear 
'  Sir,  is  a  fecurity  to  me  ;  I  want  no 
'  other;  I  cannot  doubt:  but  if  you 
'•  fpeak  fhort  to  me,  how  fhall  I  bear 
«  that?' 

He  withdrew,  fpeaking  nothing  of  the 
contents  of  his  letter ;  as  I  dare  fay  he 
would,  had  the  fubjeft  been  fuch  -as  he 
chofe  to  mention  to  me. 

We  being  alone,  after  fupper,  I  took 
the  liberty  to  afk  him,  who  was  of  his 
party  to  Oxford  ?  He  named  the  Vif- 
countefs  •  and  her  lord,  Mr.  How- 
ard and  his  daughter,  Mr.  Herbert  and 
his  lady :  '  And  I  had  a  partner  too,  my 

*  .dear,  to  reprefent  you.' 

'  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  lady,  Sir, 

*  be  me  who  me  would.' 

'  Why,  my  dear,  you  areyo  engaged 
'  in  your  nurfery !  Then  this  was  a  fud- 
'  den  thing  ;  as  you  know  I  told  you.' 

*  Nay,  Sir,  as  long  as  it  was  agreeable 
4  to  you,  I  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  be 

*  pleafed  with  it.' 

He  watched  my  eyes,  and  thetuni  of 
my  countenance — '  You  look,  Pamela, 
4  as  if  you'd  be  glad  to  return  the  lady 

*  thanks  in  perfon.     Shall  I  engage  her 
f  to  vifit  you  ?  She  longs  to  fee  you/ 

'    Sir,-—  Sir,'—-hefitated  I — c  as  you 

*  pleate — I  can't  be — I  can't  be— dif- 
'  pleafed — ' 

«  Difpleafed?"  interrupted  he :  *  why 
'  that  word  ?  and  what  that  helitation'in 

*  your  anfwer  ?  You  fpeak  very  volubly, 

*  my  dear,  when  you're  not  moved.' 

*  Dear  Sir,'  faid  I,  almoit  as  quick 


PAMELA. 


as  he  was,  *why  mould  I  be  moved  ? 
{  What  occailon  is  there  tor  it  ?  I  hope 

*  you  have  a  better  opinion  of  me  than — ' 
4  Than  what,  Pamela? — What  would 

'  you  fay?  I  know  you  are  a  little  jealous 

*  rogue,  I  know  you  are.' 

'  But,  dear  Sir,  why  ihould  you  think 
'  of  imputing  jealduly  to  me  on  this 
<  fcore? — What  a  creature  mull  I  be, 

*  if  you  could  not  be  abroad  with  a  lady, 
'  but  I  rhult  be  jealous  jof  you? — No, 
'  Sir,  I  have  reafon  to  rely  upon  your 

*  honour  j  and  I  do  rely  upon  it  •  and — ' 
*  And  what  ?  Why,  my  dear,  you  are 

*  giving  me  aifurauces,  as  if  you  thought 

*  the  cafe  required  it!' 

<  AhP  thought  I,  'fo  it  does,  I  fee 

*  too  plainly,  or  apprehend  I  doj'  but 
I  durft-  not  fay  fo,  nor  give  him  any  hint 
about  my  informant;  though  now  I  was 
enough  confirmed  of  the  truth  of  what 
Mr.  Turner  had  told  me. 

Yet,  I  reiblved,  if  poflible,  not  to  alter 
my  conduct.  But  my  frequent  weepings, 
when  by  myfelf,  could  not  be  hid  as  I 
wifhed  j  my  eyes  not  keeping  my  heart's 
counfel. 

And  this  gives  occafion  to  fome  of 
the  item  words  which  I  have  mentioned 
above. 

All  that  he  further  faid  at  this  time, 

was,  with  a  negligent,  yet  a  determined 

air — •'  Well,  Pamela,  don't  be  doubtful 

of  my  honour.  You  know  how  much 

I  love  yon.     But,  one  day  or  other,  I 

(hall  gratify  this  lady's  curiofity,  and 

will  bring  her  to  pay  you  a  viiit,  and 

you  mall  fee  you  need  not  be  afhamed 

of  her  acquaintance.1 — (    Whenever 

you  pleafe,  Sir,'  was  all  I  cared  to  fay 

farther  5  for  I  faw  he  was  upon  the  catch, 

and  looked  ftedfaftly  upon  me  whenever 

I  moved  my  lips ;  and  I  am  not  a  finished 

hypocrite,  and  he  can  read  the  lines  of 

one's  face,  and  the  motions  of  one's  heart 

I  think. 

I  am  fure  mine  is  a  very  uneafy  one. 
But  'till  I  reflected,  and 'weighed  well 
the  matter,  it  was  worfe,  and  my  natural 
imperfection  of  this  fort  made  me  ice  a 
necefluy  to  be  the  more  watchful  over 
myfelf,  and  to  doubt  my  own  prudence. 
And  thus  I  reafoned  when  he  withdrew: 
4  Here,"  thought  I,  '  I  have  had  a 
'  greater  proportion  of  happinefs,  with- 
'*  out  alloy,  fallen  to  my  mare,  than  any 
'  of  my  fex  ;  and  I  ought  to  be  prepared 

*  for  fome  trials. 
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*  *Tis  true,  this  is  of  the  foreft  kind; 

*  'tis  worfe  than  death  itfelf  to  me,  who 

*  had  an  opinion  of  the  dear  man's  re- 

*  formation,  and  prided  myfelf  not  a 
s  little  on   that  account.     So  that  the 
'  blow  is  full  upon  my  fore  place.     'Tis 
4  on  the  fide  1  co  ;ld  be  the  moft  eaiily 

*  penetrated.     But  Achilles  could    be 

*  touched  only  in  his  heel ;  and  if  he  w..j 

*  to  die  by  an  enemy's  hands,  muft  not 

*  the-arrowfind  out  that  only  vulnerable* 

*  place — My  jealoufy  is  that  place  with 
1  me,  as  your  lady  (hip  obferves*;  but 
<  it  is  feated  deeper  than  the  heel :  it  is 

*  in  my  heart.     The  barbed  dart  has 

*  found  that  out,  and  there  it  (ticks  up 
'  to  the  very  feathers. 

'  Yet,'  thought  I,  «  I  will  take  care, 

'  that  I  do  not  exalperate   him  by  up- 

'  braidings,  when  I  fhcu-ld  try  to  move 

*  him  by  patience  and  forbearance.  FOF 

*  the  breach  of  his  duty  cannot  warrant 
'  the  neglect  of  mine.     My  b:ifn;efs  is 

*  to  reclaim,  and  not  to  provoke.    And 

*  when,  if  it  pieafe  God,  this  ftorra  (hall 

*  be  over- blown,  let  me  not,  by  my  pre- 

*  fent  behaviour,   leave  any  rodm    for 

*  heart-burnings  ;   but,    like    a  fkiltul 

*  furgeon,  fo  heal  the  wound  to  the  bat- 
'  torn,  though  the  operation  be  painful, 

*  that  it  may  not  fetter  and  break  out 

*  again  with  frefh  violence,   on    future 
{  Biifnttderrtaiidings,  if  any  fhall  happen. 

*  He  is  a  young  gentleman,  has  been 

*  ufed  to  have  his  own  will,'  thought  I. 
'  This  may  be  a  permitted  ftumbUng- 
'  block  in  his  way,  to  make  him  ilaad 

*  the  firmer,  when  recovered.  The  lady 

*  may  be  unhappy  that  five  cannot  con- 

*  querher  faulty  love.  They  may  both 
'  fee  their  error,  and  [top  fiiort  ot  crime. 

*  If  not,   he  is  a  man  of  fine  fenie;  he 
1  may  run  an  u::due  length,   but  may 

*  reclaim;   and  then  I  fnail  be  his  u-pe- 

*  rior,  by  my  preferred  virtue  and  duty, 

*  and  have  it  in  my  power  to  J  orpine 
f  him,  and  fo  repay  him  fome  of  thofe 
'  obligations  which  I  mall  never  other- 
'  wife  have  it  m  my  power  to  repay  ;— 
'  nor  indeed  vviih  to  have  it,  in  this  way, 
'  it  it  pleafe  God  to  prt  vent  it. 

*  Then,'  thought  I,  *  how  much  bet* 

*  ter  is  it  to  be  tLejufferixg  than-  the  of- 
1  fending  perfon  ?'--But  yet,   Madam, 
to  have  fojSnc  a  gentleman,  who  had  ad- 
vanced fo  far  up  the  hill  of  virtue,    to 
flideback  all  at  once ;  and  (between  youi1 
ladylhip  and  me)  to  have  him  fink  dowa 
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to  the  chara&er  he  had  defpiled;  and, 
at  laft,  if  his  life  Ihould  be  fpared  (as  is 
my  hourly  prayer,)  to  have  him  carry  his 
vices  into  advanced  years,  and  become 
Inch  a  poor  ma'n,  as  we  fee  Sir  Simon 
Darnford,  retaining  a  love  of  his  juve- 
nile follies,  even  after  the  practice  has 
eft  him  j  how  my  heart  fhuddeis  atfuch 
a  thought,  for  my  Mr.  B. ! 

'  Well,    but,'  thought  I,    '  let  the 
worft  come  to  the  worft,  he  perhaps 
may  be  fo  good  as  to  permit  me  to  pals 
the  remainder  of  my  days  with  my  dear 
Billy,  in  Kent,  with  my  father  and 
mother;  and  fo,  when  I  cannot  rejoice 
in  poflefllon  of  a  virtuous  hulband,  I 
lhall  be  employed  in  praying  for  him, 
and  tn'oy  a  two-fold  happinefs,  that 
of  doing  my  own  duty  to  my  dear 
baby — and  a  pleafmg  entertainment 
that  will  be ! — and  that  of  comforting 
my  worthy  parents,  and  being  com- 
forted by  them ; — and  no  fmall  confo- 
lation  this  ? — And  who  knows,  but  I 
may  be  permitted  to  rteal  a  vifit  now- 
and-then  to  dear  Lady  Davers,  and  be 
called  Sifter, and  be  deemed  \\faultlefs 
Sifter  too !— and  that  will  be  a  fine 
thing.'  But  remember,  my  dear  lady, 
that  if  ever  it  come  to  this,  I  will  not 
bctir,  that  for  my  fake,  you  lhall,  with 
too'much  afperity,  blame  your  brother; 
for  I  wilt  be  ingenious  to  find  excufes  or 
extenuations  for  him  ;  and  I  will  now- 
and-then  in  fome  difguifed  habit,   fteal 
thepleafure  of  feeing  him,  and  his  hap- 
pier "Countefs ;  and  give  him,  withafilent 
tear,  my  blefling  for  the  good  I  and  mine 
huve  reaped  at  Kis  hands. 

But,  oh!  if  he  takes  from  me  my  Billy, 
who  muft,  after  all  be  his  heir,  and  gives 
him  to  the  cruel  Countefs, he  will  at  once 
burft  afunder  the  firings  of  my  heart ! 
For,  oh  my  happy  rivalefs !  if  you  tear 
from  me  my  hulband,  he  is  in  his  own 
tiifpofaly  and  I  cannot  help  it:  nor  can 
I  indeed,  if  he  will  give  you  my  Billy. 
But  this  I  am  fureof,  that  my  child  and 
ray  life  muft  go  together  ! 

Your  ladyfhip  will  think  I  rave.  In- 
deed I  am  almoft  crazed  at  times.  For 
the  dear  man  is  fo  negligent,  fo  cold,  fo 
haughty,  that  I  cannot  bear  it.  He  fays, 
juft  now — '  You  are  quite  altered,  Pa- 
*  mda.1  I  believe  I  am,  Madam.  But 
Xvhat  can  I  do  ?  He  knows  not  that  I 
know  fo  much.  I  dare  not  tell  him. 
For  he  will  have  me  then  reveal  my  in- 
telligencer :  and  what  may  b«  the  cafe 


I  weep  in  the  night,  when  he  is  afleep } 
and  in  the  day,  when  he  is  abfent :  and 
I  am  happy  when  I  can,  unobferved, 
fteal  this  noor  relief.  I  believe  already 
I  have  Ihed  as  many  tears  as  would  drown 
my  baby.  How  many  more  I  may  have 
to  med,  God  only  knows  ! — For,  Q 
Madam,  after  all  my  fortitude,  and  my 
'recollection,  to  fall  from  fo  much  hap- 
pinifs,  and  fofoon,  is  a  trying  thing! 

Bat  I  will  ftill  hope  the  heft,  and  re- 
fign  to  God's  will,  and  his,  and  fee  how 
far  he  will  be  permitted  to  exercife  me-. 
So  don't,  my  good  lady,  be  over-much 
concerned  for  me — for  you  know  I  am 
apt  to  be  too'apprehenfive.  And  fliould 
this  matter  blow  over,  I  fliall  be  afliamed 
of  my  wcakncfs,  and  the  trouble  I  muli 
give  to  your  generous  heart,  for  one  ib 
uridelerVedly  favoured  by  you,  as  hj/our 
obligtdfij\ert  and  mojl  bumble  few  ant, 

P.  B. 

Dear  Madam,  let  no  foul  fee  any  part  of 
this  our  prefent  correfpondence,  for 
your  brother's  fake,  and  your  fake, 
and  my  fake. 


LETTER     XXVIII.' 

MY  DEAREST   PAMELA, 

YO  U  need  not  be  afraid  of  any  bo- 
dy's knowing  what  pafies  between 
us  on  this  cutting  fubj'eft.  Though  I 
hear  of  it  from  every  mouth,  yet  I  pre- 
tend 'tis  all  fallehood  and  malice.  Yet 
Lady  Betty  will  have  it,  that  there  is 
more  in  it  than  I  will  own  ;  and  that  \ 
know  my  brother's  wickednefs  by  my 
pen  live  looks.  She  will  make  a  vow, 
flie  lays,  never  ^o  marry  any  man  living. 
I  am  greatly  moved  by  your  affecting 
periods.  Charming  Pamela!  \vhat  a 
tempeft  do  you  raife  in  one's  mind,  when 
you  pleafe,  and  lay  it  too,  at  your  own 
will!  Your  colourings  are  ftrong;  but, 
I  hope,  your  imagination  carries  you 
much  farther  than  it  is  poffible  he  fliould 

g°- 

I  am  pleafedwith  your  prudent  reafon-r 
ings,  and  your  wile  relblutions.  I  fee 
nobody  can  advife  or  help  you.  God 
only  can  !  And  his  direction  you  beg/o 
hourly,  that  I  make  no  doubt  you  will 
have  it. 

What  vexes  me  is,  that  when  the  noble 
uncle  of  this  vile  lady —  (why  don't  you 
call  her  fo  as  well  as  I?) — expoftulated 
with  her  pn  the  fcandals  fhe  brought  up- 
on 
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<m her  chara&er  and  'family,  fhe  pretended 
to  argue,  foolifti  creature  !  for  polyga- 
my ;  and  faid,  flie  had  rather  be  a  cer- 
tain gentleman's  fccond  wife,  than  the 
firft  to  the  greateft  man  in  England. 

I  leave  you  to  your  own  workings ; 
but  if  I  find  vour  prudence,  unrewarded 
by  the  wretch,  the  ftorm  you  faw  railed' 
at  the  Hall,  mall  be  nothing  to  the  hur- 
ricane T  will  excite,  to  tear  up  by  the 
roots  all  the  happinefs  the  two  wretches 
propofe  to  themfelves. 

Don't  let  my  intelligence,  which  is 
undoubted,  grieve  you  over-much.  Try 
feme  way  to  move  the  wretch.  What 
muft  be  done,  rauft  "be  by  touching  his 
generofity:  he  has  that  in  fome  perfec- 
tion. But  how  in  tkis  cafe  to  move  it, 
is  beyond  ray  power  or  ikill  to  prefcribe. 

God  blefs  yoxi,  my  deareft  Pamela  ! 
You  (hall  "be  my  only  lifter.  And  I  will 
never  -own  my  brother,  if  he  be  Ib  bale 
to  your  fuperlative  merit.  Adieu  once 
more,  from  your  fijler  and  friend^ 

B.  DAVERS. 


LETTER    XXIX. 

MY   DEAREST    LADY, 

AThoufand  thanks  for  your  kind, 
your  truly  filterly  letter  and  advice. 
Mr.  B.  is  juft  returned  from  a  tour  lo 
Portfmouth,  with  theCountefs,  I  believe, 
but  am  not  fure. 

Here  I  am  forced  to  leave  off. 

Let  me  fcratch  through  this  laft  fur- 
mife.  It  feems,  ihe  was  not- with  him. 
This  is  fome  comfort,  however. 

*  He  is  very  kind ;  and  Billy  not  being 
well  when  he  came  in,  my  grief  palled 
off  without  blame..  He  has  faid  a  great 
many  tender  things  to  me  :  but  added, 
that  if  I  gave  mylelf  f©  much  uneafinefs 
erery  time  the  child  ailed  any  thing,  he 
would  hire  the  nurfe  to -over-lay  him- — 
B  lei's  me,  Madam !  what  hard-hearted, 
what  mocking  things  are  thefe  men  ca- 
pable of  faying ! — The  farthell  from 
their  hearts,  indeed;  fo  they  had  need. 
— For  he  was  as  glad  of  the  child's  being 
better  as  I  could  be. 

In  the  morning  he  went  out  in  the  ch;i  - 
riot  for  about  an  hour,  and  returned  in 
a  good  humour,  faying  twenty  agreeable 
things  to  me,  which  makes  me/0  proud, 
and  jo  pleafed ! 

He  is  gone  out  again. 

Could  I  but  find  this  matter  happily 
,  for  his  own  foul's  fake !— * 


But  he  feems,  by  what  your  ladyfhip 
mentions,  to  have  carried  this  polygamy 
point  with  the  lady. 

Can  I  live  with  him,  Madam — ought 
I — if  this  be  the  cafe  ?  I  have  it  under 
his  hand,  that  the  laws  of  his  country 
were  furHcient  to  deter  him  from  this 
practice.  But  alas  !  he  knew  not  this 
Countefs  then ! 

But  here  I  muft  break  off. 

He  is  returned,  and  coming  up.  '  Go 

*  into  my  bofom  for  the  pi  efent,  O  letter 

*  dedicated  to  dear  Lady  Davers — Come 
-.<  to  my  hand,  the  play  employment,  lo 

*  unfuited  to  my  prefent  afliicled  mind ' ' 
•• — Here  he  comes  ! 

0  Madam,  Madam  !  my  heart  is  al- 
raoft  broken ! — Juft  now  Mr.  B.  tells  me, 
that  the  Countefs  Dowager,  and  theVif- 
countefs  her  fitter,  are  to  be  here  to  fee 
my  Billy,  and  fo  drink  tea  with  me,  this 
very  afternoon ! 

1  was  all  confufion  when  he  told  me 
this.     I  looked  around  and  around,  and 
upon  every  thing  but  him. 

'  Will  not  my  friends  be  welcome, 

*  Pamela  ?'  laid  he,  fternly. 

'  O  yes,  very  welcome  ! — But  I  have 
'  thefe  wretched  vapours  fa,  that  J  wilh 
1  I  might  beexcufed — I  wifh  I  might  be 
'  allowed  to  take  an  airing  in  the  chariwt 

*  for  two  or  three  hours ;  for  I  mall  not 
'  b'.'  fit  to  be  feen  by  fuch— ladies— '  laid 
I,  half  out  of  breath. 

'  You'll  be  fit  to  be  feen  by  nobody, 
'  my  dear,  if  you  go  on  thus. — But,  do 

*  asyoupleafe.' 

He  was  going,  and  I  took  his  hand  :- 
<  Stay,  dear  Sir,  let  me  know  what  you 
'  would  have  me  do.  If  you  would  have 
'  meftay,  I  will.' 

1  To  l>e  fure  I  would.' 

<  Well,  Sir,  then  I  will.     For  it  J* 

*  hard,'  thought  I,  *  if  an  innocent  per- 

*  ion  cannot  look  up,  in  her  own  houfe 

*  too,  as  it  is  atprefent,  as  I  may  fay,  to 
'  a  guilty  one! — Guilty  in  her  heart,  at 
«  leairl — Though,   poor   lady,    I  hope 

*  Hie  is  not  ib  in  fa6l ;  and,  if  God  hear* 
f  my  prayers,  never  will,  for  all  three,  of 
f  our  fakes.' 

But,  Madam,  think  for  me,  what  a 
talk  I  have  !  How  my  heart  throbs  in 
my  bofom!  How  I  tremble!  how  I 
ftruggle  with  myfelf !  What  rules  I  for rti 
for  my  behaviour  to  this  naughty  lady! 
How  they  are  daihed  in  pieces  as  foon  as 
formed,  and  new  ones  tak^n  up1  And 

JIT.  yet 
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yst  I  doubt  myfelf  when  I  come  to  the 
teft. 

But  one  thing  will  help  me.  I  pity 
the  poor  lady  ;  and  as  me  comes  with  the 
heart  of  a  rob  her,  to  inva  ie  me  in  my 
lawful  right,  I  pride  myielf  in  a  f  ipe- 
riority  over  this  countei's ;  and  will  en- 
deavour to  mew  her  the  country  girl  in  a 
light  which  would  better  become  her  to 
appear  in. 

I  muft  be  forced  to  leave  off  here ;  for 
Mr.  B.  is  juft  come  in  to  receive  his 
guefts;  and  I  am  in  a  fad  flutter  upon 
it.  All  my  resolution  fails  m?:  what 
ftiall  I  do  ! — O  that  this  countefs  was 
come,  and  gone  !-^-I  tremble  fo,  that  I 
/hall  behave  like  a  guilty  one  before  the 
guilty,  who  will  enjoy  their  minds,  I'll 
warrant,  as  if  they  were  innocent! — 
Why  mo  Id  that  be?— Bur,  furely,  if 
all  was  bad,  as  this  Turner  hns  faid  they 
could  not  acl  thus  barbaro  fly  by  me' 
For  I  have  not  deferved  to  be  given  up 
to  be  intuited  !  I  hope  I  have  not! —for 
what  have  I  done  ? 

I  have  one  comfort,  however,  in  thq 
midft  of  all  rny  griefs ;  and  that  is  in 
your  ladyfhip's  goodnefs,  which  gives 
me  lea.ve  to  aflame  the  honoured  title, 
that,  let  what,  will  haypen,  will  always 
give  me  equal  pride  and  pLaiine,  in  fub- 
i'cribing  myfelf  \our  ladyjhips  obliged 
jifter,  and  humble fer-vanty 

P.  B. 


LETTER    XXX. 

MY   DEAR   LADY, 

I  Will  now  purfue  my  laft  affe&ing 
fubjeft;  for  the  vihYis  over  j  but  a 
fad  fituation  I  am  in  with  Mr.  B.  for  all 
that :  but,  bad  as  it  is,  I'll  try  to  forget 
it,  till  I  come  to  it  in  couife. 

At  fov:r  in  the  afternoji.  Mr.  B.  came 
in  to  receive  his  guefts,  whom  he  expell- 
ed at  five.  H*  came  up  tome.  I  had 
lutt-  clofed  my  lad  letter  j  but  put  it  up, 
and  fet  before  me  your  ladyfhip's  play 
luhiecls. 

*  So,  Pamela! — How  do  you  do 
*  now  ?' 

Your  lady/hip  may  guefs,  by  what  I 
wrote  before,  that  I  could  not  give  any 
extraordinary  account  of  myfelf — '  As 
<  wtll— as  well,  Sir,  as  poflible.'— Half 
out  of  breath. 

'  You  give  yourfelf  ftrange  melan- 
airs  of  late,  my  dear— You 


'  don't  do  well.— All  that  cheerfulnefs 

*  which  ufed  to  delight  me  whenever  I 
'  faw  you,  I'm  forry  for  it,  is  quite  va- 

*  nifhed  of  late. — You  and  I  muft  fhort- 
'  ly  have  a  little  ferious  talk  together.' 

'  When  you  pleafe,  Sir. — I  believe  it 

*  is  only  not  being  uied  to  this  fmoaky 

*  thick  air  of  London  ! — I  mall  be  better 
'  when  you  carry  me  into  the  country. 
'  — I  dare  fay  I  mall. — But  I  never  was 

*  in  London  fo  long  before,  you  know, 
'  Sir.' 

'  All  in  good  time,  Pamela!— But  is 
'  t'.i'j  the  belt  appearance  you  choofe  to 
'  make,  to  receive  fuch  guefts  ?' 

'  If  it  difpleafe  you.  Sir,  I  will  drefs 
f  otherwife  in  a  minute/ 

1  Yo ".  look  well  in  any  thing. — But 

*  Ithought  you'd  have  been  better  drefied . 
'  Yet  it  would  never  have  lefs  become 

*  youj-for  of  late  your  eyes  have  loft  that 

.incy  that  uled  to  ftrike  me  with 
'  a  luftre,  much  furpafling  that  of  the 

*  fine'.*-  diamonds.' 

*  I  am  forry  for  it,   Sir. — But  ns  I 
'  uever  could  pride  myfelf  in  deferving 
4  fuch  a  kind  compliment,  I  mould  be 
'  too  hippy,  forgive  me,  my  deareft  Mr. 

'  B.  if  the  failure  be  not  rather  in  jour 

*  eyes  than  in  mineC 

He  looked  at  me  ftedfaftly.— « I  fear^ 
'  Pamela — But  don't  he  a  fool." 

*  You  are  angry  with  me,  Sir!' 
«  No,  not  I.' 

*  Wovld  you  have  me  drefs  better?' 

*  No,  notl.  If  your  eyes  looked  a  little 
'  more  brilliant,  you  want  no  addition.' 

Down  he  went. 

Strange,  mort  fpeeches,  thefe,  my 
lady,  to  what  you  have  heard  from  his 
dear  mouth! — £  Yet  they  mall  not  rob 
'  me  of  the  merit  of  a  patient  iufferer,  I 
'  am  refolved,' thought  I. 

Now,  my  lady,  as  I  doubted  not  my 
rival  would  Come  adorned  with  every 
outward  ornament,  I  put  on  only  a  white 
damafk  gown,  having  no  defue  to  vie 
with  her  in  appearance;  for  a  virtuous 
and  honeft  heart  is  my  glory,  J  blefs 
God!  I  wifli  the  Countei's  had  the  fame, 
to  boaft  of! 

About  five,  their  ladymips  came  in 
the  Countefs 's  new  chariot  j  for  fhe  has 
not  been  long  out  of  her  tranfitory  mourn-* 
ing,  arid  u relied  as  rich  as  jewels,  and  £\ 
profufion  of  expence,  could  make  her. 

I  faw  them  from  the  window  alight. 
O  how  my  heart  throbbed! — «  Lie  ftill,' 
faid  I,  '  bufy  thing!  why  all  this  emo- 
«  tion  ?— Thole  Ihining  ornaments  ^co- 

*  ver 
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'  vcr  not  fuch  a  guilelefs  flutterer  as  thou. 
'  Why  then,  all  this  emotion  ?' 

Polly  Barlow  came  up  inilantly  from 
Mr.  B. 

I  haftened  down;  tremble,  tremble, 
tremble,  went  my  feet,  in  fpite  of  all  the 
reiblution  I  had  been  endeavouring  fo 
long  to  collect  together. 

Mr.  B .  presented  the  Countefs  to  me« 
both  of  us  covered  with  blufhes;  but 
from  very  different  motives,  as  I  ima- 
gine. 

1  The  Countefs  of  — — ,  my  dear/ 

She  fainted  me,  and  looked,  as  I 
thought,  half  with  envy,  half  with  fhame: 
but  one  is  apt  to  form  people's  counte- 
nances by  what  onejudges  of  their  hearts. 

*  O   too  lovely,  too  charming  rival;' 
thought  I — *  Would  to  heaven  I  (aw  lei's 

*  attraction  in  you !' — For  indeed,  indeed, 
Madam,  fhe  is  a  charming  lady !  yet  me 
could  not  help  calling  me  Mrs  .B .  that  was 
fome  pride  to  me:  every  little  distinction 
is  a  pride  to  me  now — and  faid,  me  hoped 
I  would  excufe  the  liberty  me  had  taken: 
but  the  character  given  of  me  by  Mr.  B. 
made  her  defirous  of  paying  her  refpects 
tome. 

*  O   thefe    villainous   mafquerades/ 
thought  I ! — l  You  would   never  have 

*  wanted  to  fee  me,  but  for  them,  poor 
'  naughty  Nun,  that  was!1 

Mr.  B.  preferred  alfo  the  VJfcountefs 
to  me:  Ifaluted  her  lady ihipj  herjifter 
faluted  me. 

She  is  a  graceful  lady;  better,  as  I 
hope,  in  heart,  but  not  equal  in  perfon 
to  her  filter. 

*  You  have  a  charming  boy,   lam 

*  told,  Madam ;  but  no  wonder  from  fuch 

*  a  pair !' 

*  O  dear  heart,  'thought  I,  'iVt  it  fo!' 
Your  ladyi'liip  may  guei's  what  I  thought 
farther. 

'  Will  your  ladyfhip  fee  him  now,' 
(aid  Mr.  B. 

He  did  not  look  down,  no,  not  one 
bit! — though  the  Countefs  played  with 
her  fan  and  looked  at  him,  and  looked 
at  me,  and  then  looked  down  by  turns, 
a  little  confcioufly :  while  I  wrapped  up 
myfelf  in  my  innocence,  my  firft  flutters 
being  over,  and  thought  I  was  fuperior, 
by  reafon  of  that,  even  to  a  Countefs. 

With  all  her  heart,  me  laid. 

I  rang.     '  Polly,  bid  nurfe  bring  my 

*  Billy  down.'  Myt  faid  I  with  an  em- 
phafis. 


I  met  the  nurfe  at  the  flairs  foot,  and 
brought  in  my  dear  baby  in  my  arms: 

*  Such  a  child,  and  fuch,  a  mammal* 
faid  the  Vifcountefs. 

*  Will  you  give  Matter  to  my  arms, 
'  one  moment,  Madam?1  faid  the  Coun- 
tefs. 

'  Yes,'  thought  I, '  much  rather  than 
'  my  dear  naughty  gentleman  fhould  any 
«  other/ 

I  yielded  it  to  her :  I  thought  me  would 
have  (rifled  it  with  her  warm  kifles. 

*  Sweet  boy!  charming  creature  !'  and 
prefled  it  to  her  too  lovely  bofom,  with 
fuch  emotion,  looking  on  the  child,  and 
on  Mr.  B.  that  I  liked  it  not  by  any 
means. 

*  Go,  you  naughty  lady,*  thought  I: 
But  I  durftnot  fay  fo.  '  And  go,  naugh- 

*  ty  man,  too  P  thought  I ; '  for  you  feem 
1  to  look  too  much  gratified  in  your  pride, 

*  by  her  fondnefs  for  your  boy.  I  wiih  I 

*  didnot  love  you  fo  well  as  I  do!" — But 
neither,  your  ladyfhip  may  believe,  did 
I  fay  this. 

Mr.  B.  looked  nt  me,  but  with  a 
bravery,  I  thought,  too  like  what  I  had. 
been  witnefs  to,  in  fome  former  icenes,  in 
as  bad  a  caufe.— • •'  But,1  thought  I, '  God 

*  delivered  me  then:  I  will  confide  in  him. 
* — He  will  now,  I  doubt  not,  rcltore  thy 

*  heart  to  my  prayers;  untainted,!  hope, 
1  for  thy  own  dear  fake  as  well  as  mine/ 

The  Vifcountefs  took  the  child  from 
her  filter,  and  killed  hini  with  great  plea- 
fure.  She  is  a  married  lady.  Would 
to  God,  the  Countefs  was  fo  too!  for 
Mr.  B.  never  correfponded,  as  I  told, 
your  ladyfhiponre*,  with  married  ladies: 
fo  I  was  not  afraid  of  her  love  to  my 
Billy. — *  But  let  me/  faid  the  Vifcount- 
efs,  *  have  the  pleafure  of  reftoring  Ma- 
'  fter  to  his  charming  mamma.  I 
1  thought,'  added  me,  *  I  never  faw  a 

*  lovelier  light  in  my  life,  than  when  in 
'  his  mamma's  arms/ 

*  Why,  I  can't  fay,"  faid  the  Coun- 
tefs, {  but  Mailer  and  his  mamma  dc* 

*  credit   to  one  other. — P«ar  Madam, 

*  let  us  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him; 
'  ftill  on  your  lap,  while  he  is  fo  good/ 

I  wondered  the  dear  baby  was  fo  quiet ; 
though,  indeed,  he  is. generally  fo:  but 
be  might  furely,  if  but  by  fym./athy, 
have  complained  for  his  poor  mamma, 
though  (he  d'urft  not  for  herieif. 

How  apt  one  is  to  engage  every  thins; 
in  one's  diftrefs,  when  it  is  deep!  and 
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one  wonders  too,  that  things  animate 
and  inanimate  look  with  the  fame  face, 
when  we  are  greatly  moved  by  any  ex- 
traordinary and  interefting  event. 

I  fat  down  with  my  baby  on  my  lap, 
looking,  I  believe,  with  a  righteous  bold- 
nefs  (I  will  call  itfoj  for  well  fays  the 
text,  *  The  righteous  is  as  bold  as  a  lion!') 
now  on  my  Billy,  now  on  his  papa,  and 
now  on  the  Countefs,  with  fuch  a  tri- 
umph in  my  heart !  for  I  faw  her  blufli, 
and  look  down,  and  the  dear  gentleman 
feemed  to  ey«  me  with  a  kind  of  confci- 
ous  tendernefs,  as  I  thought. 

A  fiience  of  five  minutes,  I  believe, 
fucceeded,  we  all  four  looking  upon  one 
another ;  and  the  little  dear  was  awake, 
and  ftared  full  upon  me,  with  fsch  inno- 
cent fmiles,  as  if  he  promiled  to  love 
me,  and  make  me  amends  for  all. 

I  killed  him,  and  took  his  pretty  little 
hand  in  mine — *  You  are  very  good, 

*  my     charmer,    in    this     companyl' 
faid  I. 

I  remembered,  Madam,  a  fcene, 
which  made  greatly  for  me  in  the  papers 
you  have  feen*,  when  inltead  of  recri- 
minuting,  as  I  might  have  done,  before 
Mr.  Longman,  for  harfti  ufage,  (forO, 
'my  lady,  your  dear  brother  has  a  hard 
heart,  indeed  he  has  when  he  pleafes)  I 
only  prayed  for  him  on  my  knees. 

And  I  hope  I  was  not  now  too  mean  5 
for  I  had  dignity  and  a  proud  fuperiority 
in  my  vain  heart,  over  them  all. — Then, 
it  was  not  my  part  to  be  upon  defiances, 
where  I  loved,  and  where  I  hoped  to  re- 
claim. Befides,  what  had  I  done  by 
that,  but  juftified,  feemingly,  by  after- 
acls  in  a  paffionate  refentment,  to  their 
minds,  at  leaft,  their  too  wicked  treat- 
ment of  me?  Moreover,  your  ladyfliip 
•will  remember,  that  Mr.  B.  knew  not 
that  I  was  acquainted  with  his  intrigue: 
for  I  muft  call  it  fo. — If  he  had,  he  is 
too  noble  to  infult  me  by  fuch  a  vifit;  and 
he  had  told  me,  I  fhould  lee  the  lady  he 
was  at  Oxford  with- 

And  this,  breaking  filence,  he  men- 
tjonedj  faying — *  I  gave  you  hope,  my 
'  dear,  that  I  mould  procure  you  the 

*  honour  of  a  vifjt  from  a  lady  who  put 

*  herielf  under  my  care  at  Oxford.' 

I  bowed  my  head  to  the  Countefs;  but 
rny  fears  being  ready  to  ftart,  I  killed  my 
Billy  :  «  Deareft  baby,'  laid  I, «  you  are 
'  not  going  to  cry,  are  you  ?' — I  would 
\ ayehad  him  juil  then  to  cry,inflead  of  j»e. 


The  tea  equipage  was  brought  in. 

*  Polly,  carry  the  child  to  nurfe.'  I  gave 
it  another  kii's,  and  the  Countefs  delircd 
another.      I   grudged    it  to  think  her 
naughty    lips  mould  fo  clofely   follow 
mine.     Her  After  killed  it  alfo,  and  car- 
ried him  to  Mr.  B.     «  Take  him  away/ 
faid  he,  *  I  owe  him  my  bleiling.' 

*  O  thefe  young  gentlemen  papa's!' 
faid  the  Countefs — '  They  are  like  young 

*  unbroken   horfes,  juft    put   into  the 

*  traces!' — *  Are  they  fo,'  thought  I?— 

*  Matrimony  muii  not  expecl  your  good 
'  word,  I  doubt.' 

Mr.  B.  after  tea,  at  which  I  was  far 
from  being  talkative,  (for  I  could  not 
tell  what  to  fay,  though  I  tried,  as  much 
as  I  could,  not  to  appear  fullcn)  defired 
the  Countefs  to  play  one  tune  upon  the 
harpfichord.  She  did,  and  lung,  at  his 
requeft,  an  Italian  fong  to  it  very  prettily; 
too  prettily,  I  thought.  I  wanted  to  find 
fome  faults,  fome  great  faults  in  her:  but 
O  Madam !  flie  has  too  many  outward 
excellencies!  pity  me  wants  a  good  heart. 

He  could  aflc.  nothing,  that  (he  was 
not  ready  to  oblige  him  in!  indeed  Ije 
could  not. 

She  defired  me  to  touch  the  keys.  I 
would  have  been  excufed  :  but  could  not. 
And  the  ladies  commended  my  per- 
formance: but  neither  my  heait  to  play, 
nor  my  fingers  in  playing,  deferved  their 
piaifes.  Mr.  ft.  faid  indeed— -'  You  play 
'  better  fometimes,  my  dear.'—-'  Do  I, 

*  Sir?'  was  all  the  anfwer  I  made. 
The  Countefs  hoped,  (he  faid,  I  would 

return  her  vifit;  and  Ib  laid  the  Vifcountefb. 

I  replied,  Mr.  JB.  would  command 
me  whenever  he  pjeafed. 

She  faid,  /he  hoped  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted— ('1  hope  not,'  thought  I)  and 
that  I  v-'ould  give  her  my  company  for 
a  week  or  fo,  upon  the  Foreft:  it  feems 
me  has  a  feat  upon  Windfor  Foreft. 
*  Mr.  B.  fays,'  added  flie,  •*  you 

can't  ride  a  iingle  horfe;    but  we'll 

teach  you  there.     'Tis  a  fweet  pluce 

for  that  purpofe.' 

*  How  came  Mr.  B.'  thought  I, '  to  tell 
you  that,  Madam?  I  fnppofe  you  know 

more  of  me  than  I  domyfelf.'  Indeed, 
my  lady,  this  may  be  too  true;  for  me. 
ma,y  know  what  is  to  become  of  me! 

I  tolti  her,  I  was  very  much  obliged  to 
her  ladymip ;  and  that  Mr.  B .  directed  all 
my  motions. 

*  What  fayjw,  Sir?'  faid  the  Countefs. 
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'  I  can't  promife  that,  Madam ;  for 

*  Mrs.  1J.  wants  to  go  down  to  Kent, 

*  before  we  go  to  Bedfordshire,  and  I  am 
f  afraid  1  can't  give  liar  my  company 
'  thither.' 

«  Then,  Sir,  I  (han't  choofe  to  go 
'  without  you.' 

*  I  fuppofe  not,  my  dear.    But,  if  you 

*  are  dilpoicd  to  oblige  the  Countefs  for 
«  a  week,  as  you  never  were  at  Wind- 

*  for — ' 

*  I  believe,  Sir,'  interrupted  I,  '  what 
4  with  my  little  nurfery,  and  one  thing  or 

*  another,  I  muit  deny  myfelf  that  ho- 

*  noiir,  for  this  ieafon.' 

'  Well,  Madam,  then  I'll  expecl:  you 
<  in  Pall-Mall.' 

I  bowed  my  head,  and  faid,  Mr.  B. 
would  command  me. 

They  took  leave  with  a  politenefs  na- 
tural to  them. 

Mr.  B.  as  he  handed  them  to  the  cha- 
riot, laid  fomething  in  Italian  to  the 
Countefs  :  the  word  Pamela  was  in  what 
he  laid :  flic  aniwered  him,  with  a  clown- 
call  look,  in  the  fame  language,  half 
j)leafed,half  ierious,and  the  chariotdrove 
away. 

*  I  would  give,'  faid  I,  «  a  good  deal, 

*  Sir,  to  know  what  her  ladyfliip  laid 

*  to  you;  (he  looked  with  fo  particular  a 
'  meaning,  if  I  may  to  fay.' 

*  Fll  tell  you  truly,  Pamela:  I  faid  to 
'  her — "  Well,  now  your  ladyfliip  has 

•  *'  feen  my  Pamela — Is  (he  notthe  charm- 
"  >ng"lt  g'i'l  in  the  world  ?" 

*  She  anfwcred— "  Mrs.  B.  is  very 
"  grave,  for  fo  young  a  lady  :  but  I  mult 
*'  needs  lay,  (lie  is  a  lovely  creature." 

4  And  (lid  you  lay  fo,  Sir  ?  And  did 
'  her  ladylhip  fo  arifwer  ?' — And  my 
heart  \vas  ready  to  leap  out  of  my  bofom 
for  joy. 

But  my  folly  fpoi led  all  again ;  for,  to 
my  own  furprize,  and  great  regiet,  I 
burft  out  into  tears 5  though  levenlbbbed 
to  have  fupprelled  them,'  but  could  not ; 
and  fo  I  loft  :i  rise  opportunity  to  have 
talked  to  him  while  he  was  fo  kind:  for 
he  was  more  angry  with  me  than  ever. 

What  made  me  fuch  a  fool,  I  wonder ! 
But  I  had  fo  long  ftruggled  with  myfelf  j 
and  not  expecting  fo  kind  a  queftion 
from  the  dear  gentleman,  or  fuch  a  fa- 
vourable anfwer  from  the  Countefs,!  had 
no  longer  any  command  of  myfelf. 

'  What  ails  the  little  foolV  faid  he 
with  a  wrathful  countenance.  This  made 
me  worfe,  and  he  added—*  Take  care, 


*  take  care,  Pamela  !  —  You'll  dmre  me 

*  from  you,  in  fpite  of  my  own  heart.' 

So  he  went  into  the  belt  parlour,  and 
put  on  his  fword,  and  took  his  hat.  —  I 
followed  him  —  *  Sir,  Sir!'  with  my  arms 
expanded,  was  all  I  could  fay  ;  but  he 
avoided  me,  putting  on  his  hat  with  an 
air;  and  out  he  went,  bidding  Abraham 
follow  him. 

This  is  the  dilemma,  into  which,  as  I 
hinted  at  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  I 
have  brought  myfelf  with  Mr.  B.  How 
ftrong,  how  prevalent,  is  the  parfion  of 
jealoufy,  and  thus  it  will  (hew  itfelf  up- 
permolt,  when  it  is  upperrnoft,  in  fpite  of 
one's  moft  watchful  regards! 

My  mind  is  fo  perplexed,  that  I  rnuft 
lay  down  my  pen  :  and,  indeed,  your 
ladyfliip  will  wonder,  all  things  con- 
fidered,  that  I  could  write  the  above  ac- 
count as  I  have  done,  in  this  cruel  fu-  * 
fpenfe,  and  with  fuch  apprehenfions.  But 
writing  is  all  the  diverfion  I  have,  when 
my  mind  is  opprefled.  'Tis  a  temporary 
relief;  and  this  interview  was  fo  intereft- 
ing,  that  it  took  up  a  great  deal  of  my 
attention  while  I  wrote  :  but  now  I  am 
come  to  a  period  of  it,  (and  fo  unhappy 
an  one  as  has  refulted  from  my  ungo- 
verned  pafTion)  my  apprehenfions  are  re- 
turned upon  me  with  double  (trength. 
Why  did  I  drive  the  dear  gentleman  from 
me  upon  fuch  a  prouiifmg  appearance?-— 
Why  did  I  —  But  all  this  had  been  pre- 
vented, had  not  this  natty  Mr.  Turner 
put  into  my  head  worfe  thoughts.  Fur 
now,  I  can  fay  with  the  poet  — 

*  Since  knowledge  is  but  forrow's  fpy, 
'  'Twere  better  NOT  to  know.* 

How  (hall  I  do  to  look  up  to  him  now 
on  his  return!  To  be  hire,  he  plainly  (eei 
to  what  my  emotion  is  owing  !  —  Yet  I 
dare  not  tell  him  either  my  information, 
or  my  informant,  becauie  if  he  knows 
the  one,  he  will  know  the  other;  and 
then  what  may  be  the  confcquencd  —  • 

PAST  TEN  O'CLOCK  AT  NIGHT. 

I  have  only  time  to  tell  your  ladymip, 
(for  the  pofhnan  waits)  that  Mr.B.  is 
jull  come  in.  He  is  gone  into  his  clolet, 
and  has  (hut  the  door,  and  taken  the  key 
on  the  inlide  ;  fo  I  dare  not-  go  to  him 
there.  In  this  uncertainty  and  iufncnle, 
pity  and  pnvy  for  your  ladjjhifs  afflifted 
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LETTER     XXXI. 

MY   DEAR   LADY, 

I  Will  now  proceed  with  my  mehn- 
choly  account.     Not  knowing  what 
to  do,  and  Mr.B.  not  coming  near  me, 
and  the  clock  Itriking  twelve,  I  ventured 
to  fend  this  billet  to  him,  by  Polly. 

<   DEAR   SIR, 

«  T  Know  you  choofe  not  to  be  invaded, 
•*•  «  when  you  retire  into  your  clofet; 
and  yet,  being  very  uneaiy,  on  account 
of  your  abrupt  departure,  and  heavy 
difpkafure,  1  take  the  liberty  to  write 
thefe  few  lines. 

*  I  own,  Sir,  that  the  fudden  flow  ot 
tears  which  involuntarily  burft  from 
me,  at  your  kind  expreflions  to  the 
Countefs  in  my  favour,  when  I  had 
thought  for  more  than  a  month  p ift,  you 
weie  angry  with  me,  and  which  had 
diftrefled  my  weak  mind  beyond  ex- 
premon,  might  appear  unaccountable 
to  you.  But  had  you  kindly  waited  but 
one  moment,  till  this  fit,  which  was 
rather  owin<;  to  my  gratitude,  than  to 
perverfeneiV,  had  been  over,  (and  I 
knew  the  time  when  you  would  have 
generoufly  foothed  it ! )  I  (hould  have 
had  the  happinefs  of  a  more  ierene  and 
favourable  parting. 
'  Will  you  fuffer  me,  Sir,  to  attend 
you  ?  (Polly  mail  wait  your  aniwer) 
I  dare  not  ceme  without  your  pennif- 
fion ;  for  (hould  you  be  as  angry  as  you 
were,  I  know  not  how  I  (hall  bear  it. 
But  if  you  fay  I  may  come  down,  I 
hope  to  fatisfy  you,  that  1  intended  not 
any  offence.  Do,  dear  Sir,  permit  me 
t«  attend  you.  I  can  fay  no  more,  than 
that  I  am  your  ever -dutiful 

Polly  returned  with  the  following.— 
«  So,1  thought  I,  *  a  letter  !—l  could 
«  have  fpared  that,  I  am  fure.' 

I  expected  no  favour  from  it.  So, 
tremblingly,  opened  it. 

'    MY   DEAR, 

«  T  Would  not  have  you  fit  up  for  me. 
•*•  *  We  are  getting  apace  into  thema- 
«  trimonial recriminations.  Youkneivthe 
*  time!— So  did  I,  my  dear! — But  it 
<  feems  that  time  is  over  with  both;  and 
«  I  have  had  the  mortification,  for  fome 


paft  weeks,  to  come  home  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent Pamela,  than  I  uled  to  leave  all 
company  and  alipljafure  for.— I  hope 
we  (hall  better  ur.derftand  one  another. 
But  you  cannot  fee  me  at  prefent  with 
any  advantage  to  yourfelf;  and  I  would 
not,  that  any  thing  farther  mould  pafs, 
to  add  to  the  regrets  of  both.  I  wifh 
you  good  reft.  I  will  give  your  caufe 
a  fair  hearing,  when  I  am  more  fit, 
than  at  prefent,  to  hear  all  your  pleas, 
and  your  excufes.  I  cannot  be  infen- 
fible,  that  the  reafon  for  the  concern  you 
have  lately  (hewn,  muft  lie  deeper  than, 
perhaps,  you'll  own,  at  prefent.  As 
ibon  as  you  are  prepaied  to  fpeak  all 
that  is  upon  your  mind,  and  I  to  hear 
it  with  temper,  then  we  may  come  to 
aneclairciflement.  'Till  when  lam  your 
affeftionate,  &c/ 

My  bufy  apprehenfion  immediately 
fuggefted  to  me,  that  I  was  to  be  terrified, 
with  a  high  hand,  iiito  a  compliance  with 
fome  new  (theme  or  other  that  was  pro- 
jecting. But  I  had  refolved  to  make  their 
way  as  clear  to  one  another  as  was  in  my 
power,  if  they  would  have  it  fo;  and  fo 
I  tried  to  allay  my  grief  as  much  as  I 
could;  and  it  being  near  one,  and  hear- 
ing nothing  from  Mr.  B.  I  bid  Polly 
go  to  bed,  thinking  (lie  would  wonder  at 
our  intercourfe  by  letter,  if  I  mould  fend 
again. 

So  down  I  ventured,  my  feet,  how- 
ever, trembling  all  the  way,  and  tapped 
at  the  door  of  his  clofet. 
'  Who's  that  ?' 

*  I,  Sir:  one  word,  if  you  pleafe, 
*  Don't  be  more  angry,  however,  Sir/ 
He  opened  the  door  :  *  Thus  poor 
Hefter,  to  her  royal  hufband,  ventured 
her  life,  to  break  in  upon  him  unbidden. 
But  that  Eaftern  monarch,  great  as  he 
was,  extended  to  the  fainting  fuppliant 
the  golden  fceptre !' 
He  took  my  hand :  «  I  hope,  my  dear, 
by  this  tragedy  fpeech,  we  are  not  to 
expe£t  any  fad  cataftrophe  to  our  pre- 
fent mifunderftanding.' 
«  I  hope  not,  Sir.  But  'tis  all  as  GOD 
and  you  (hall  pleafe.  T  am  refolved  to 
do  my  duty,  Sir,  if  poflible.  But,  in- 
deed, I  cannot  bear  this  cruel  fufpenle! 
Let  me  know  what  is  to  become  of  me. 
Let  me  know  but  what  is  defigned  for 
me,  and  you  mail  be  fure  of  all  the 
acquieicence  that  my  duty  and  con- 
Icience  can  give  to  your  pleafure.' 
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*  What   fnfans  the  dear  creature  ! 
«  What  means  my  Pamela!  Surely,  your 
»'  head,  child,  is  a  little  affected!' 

'  I  can't  tell,  Sir,  but  it  may  ! — But  let 
'  me  have  my  trial,  that  you  write  about. 

*  Appoint  my  day  of  hearing,and  fpeediiy 
'  too;  for  I  would  not  bear  fuch  another 
'  month,  as  the  laft  has  been,  for  the 

*  world.' 

*  Come,  my  dear,'  faid  he,  c  let  me 

*  attend  you  to  your  chamber.  But  your 

*  mind  has  taken  much  too  folemn   a 

*  turn,  to  enter  further  now  upon  this 

*  fubjeft.     Think  as  well  of  me  as  I  do 
«  of  you,  and  I  mall  be  as  happy  as  ever/ 

I  wept—4  Be  not  angry,  dear  Sir: 

*  your  kind  words  have  juft  the  fame 
'  effect  upon  me  now,  as  in  the  after  - 

*  noon/ 

'  Your  apprehenfions,  my  dear,  muft 

*  be  very  ftrong,thata  kind  word,  as  you 

*  call  it,  has  fuch  an  effeft  upon  you !  But 
'  let  us  wave  the  fubjecl  for  a  few  days, 

*  becaufe  I  am  to  fetout  en  a  little  jour- 
'  ney  at  four,  and  had  not  intended  to  go 

*  to  bed  for  fo  few  hours/ 

When  we  came  up,  I  faid— c  I  was 
'  very  bold,  Sir,  to  break  in  upon  you  ; 

*  but  I  could  not  help  it,  if  my  life  had 

*  been  the  forfeit :  and  you  received  me 

*  with  more  goodnefs  than  I  could  have 

*  expected.    But  will  you  pardon  me,  if 
'  I  afk,  whither  you  go  fo  foon  ?  And 
1  if  you  had  intended  to  have  gone  with- 
'  out  taking  leave  of  me  ?' 

*  I  go  to  Tunbridge,  my  dear.  I  mould 

*  have  ftept  up,  and  taken  leave  of  you, 
'  before  I  went/ 

'  Well,  Sir,  I  will  not  afk  you,  who  is 
'  of  your  party;— I  will  not — No,'  put- 
ting my  hand  to  his  lips — *  Don't  tell 

*  me,  Sir:  it  mayn't  be  proper/ 

*  Don't  fear,  my  dear ;  I  won't  tell 
'  you :  nor  am  I  certain  whether  it  be 
'  proper  or  not,  till  we  are  come  to  a  bet- 

*  ter  understanding. — Only,  once  more, 
'  think  as  well  of  me  as  I  do  of  you/ 

'  Would  to  heaven,'  thought  I, '  there 
'  was  the  fame  reafon  for  the  one  as  for 
«  the  other!' 

I  intended  (for  my  heart  was  full)  to 
enter  further  into  this  fubjeft,  fo  fatal  to 
my  repofe  :  but  the  dear  gentleman  had 
no  fooner  laid  his  head  on  the  pillow,  but 
he  fell  afleep,  or  feigned  to  do  fo,  and 
that  was  as  prohibitory  to  my  talking, 
as  if  he  had.  "So  I  had  all  my  own  enter- 
taining reflections  to  myfelf  5  which  gave 
me  not  one  wink  of  deep;  but  made  me 
ef  fo  much  fervice  to  him,  as  to  tell  him, 


when  the  clock  ftruck  four,  that  he 
mould  not  (though  I  did  not  fay  fo,  you 
may  think,  Madam)  make  my  ready  ri- 
valefs  (for  I  doubted  not  her  being  one 
of  the  p?rty)  wait  for  him. 

He  arofe,  and  was  drefled  inftantly  j 
and  fainting  me,  bid  me  be  eafy  and 
happy,  while  it  wasj'^  in  my  own  power. 

He  faid,  he  mould  be  back  on  Satur- 
day night,  as  he  believed.  And  I  wifhed 
him  moft  fervently,  I  am  fnre !  health, 
pleafure,  and  fafety. 

Here,  Madam,  njuft  I  end  this  letter. 
My  next  will,  perhaps,  contain  my  trial, 
and  my  fentence:  GOD  give  me  but  pa- 
tience and  refignation,  and  then  whatever 
occurs,  I  mail  not  be  unhappy:  efpecially 
while  I  can  have,  in  the  lait  refource,  the 
pleafure  of  calling  myfelf your  lady/kip* s 
moft  oblige  djlfier  and  fer  want  t 

P.B. 

LETTER    XXXII. 

MY   DK  AR    LADY, 

I  Will  be  preparing  to  write  to  you,  as 
I  have  opportunity,  not  doubting  but 
this  prefent  letter  muft  be  a  long  one;  and 
having fome apprehenfions,  that,  as  things 
may  fall  out,  I  may  want  either  head  or 
heart  to  write  to  your  ladyfhip,  were  I 
to  defer  it  till  the  catanVophe  of  this  cruel, 
,  cruel  fufpenfe. 

O  what  a  happinefs  am  I  funk  from ! 
—And  in  fo  few  days  too!  O  the  wicked, 
wicked  mafquerades  !  They  mall  be  al- 
ways followed  with  the  execrations  of  an 
injured  wife  in  me,  who,  but  for  that 
wretched  diverlion,  had  ftill  been  the  hap- 
pieft  of  her  fex ! 

But  I  was  too  fecure !  It  was  fit,  per- 
haps, that  I  fhould  be  humbled  and  mor- 
tified ;  and  I  muft  try  to  make  a  virtue  of 
the  cruel  necemty,  and  fee,  if,  by  the 
Divine  grace,  I  cannot  bring  real  good 
out  of  this  appearing  evil. 

The  following  letter,  in  a  woman's 
hand,  and  figned,  as  you'll  fee,  by  a  wo- 
man's name,  and  fpelt  as  I  fpell  it,  will 
account  to  your  ladyfhip  for  my  begin- 
ning fo  heavily.  It  came  by  the  penny 
poft. 


MADAME, 


'owe 


'  T  Ame  unknowne  to  yowe  ;  but  yovvi 
'  are  not  fo  altogathar  to  mee,  be 
4  caus  I  haue  bcne  edefy'd  by  yowre  pius 
*  behafior  att  church,  whir  I  fee  yowe 
'  with  plaifir  everie  Sabbaoth  day.     I 


ame 


5*8 


ame  welle  acquruntid  with  the  famely 

of  the  Coumpteffe  of ;  and  yowe 

male  poffiblie  haue  hard  what  yowe 
wilhid  not  to  haue  hard  concerninge 
hir.  Butt  this  verie  morninge,  I  can 
affuryowe,  hir  ladifnippe  is  gon  with 
yowre  fpowfeto  Tonbrigge;  and  theire 
they  are  to  take  lodginges,  or  a  hous  j 
and  Mr.  B.  is  after  to  come  to  towne, 
and  let tel  matters  to  go  downe  to  hir, 
where  they  are  to  Hue  as  man  and  wiffe. 
Make  what  ufe  yowe  pleas  of  thiis  in- 
formation ;  and  believe  me  to  hauenoe 
other  motife,  than  to  ferue  yowe,  be- 
caus  of  yowre  vartues,  whiche  make 
yowe  deterue  a  better  retorne.  I  ame, 
thof  I  (hall  not  fet  my  trewe  name, 
yowre grete  admirer  andferuant^ 

«  THOMASINE  FULLER. 
«  Wednefday  morninge, 
'  9  o'clocke."" 


Juft  above  I  called  my  ftate,  a  ftate  of 
cruel  fufpenfe !  But  I  recall  the  words  : 
for  now  it  is  no  longer  fufpenfe ;  fince, 
if  this  letter  lays  truth,  I  know  the  worft : 
and  there  is  too  much  appearance  that  it 
does,  let  the  writer  be  who  it  will,  ^  or 
his  or  her  motive  what  it  will  j  for,  after 
all,  I  am  apt  to  fancy  this  a  contrivance 
of  Mr.  Turner's,  though,  for  fear  of 
ill  confluences,  I  will  not  fay  fo. 

And  now,  Madam,  I  am  endeavour- 
ing, by  the  help  of  religion,  and  cool  re- 
ileciion,  to  bring  my  mind  to  bear  this 
heavy  evil,  and  to  recollecl  what  I  was, 
and  how  much  more  honourable  an  eftate 
I  am  in,  than  I  could  ever  have  expected 
to  be  in  j  and  that  my  virtue  and  good 
name  are  iecured  5  and  I  can  return  in- 
nocent to  my  dear  father  and  mother : 
and  thefe  were  once  the  only  pride  of  my 
heart. 

Then,  additional  to  what  I  was,  at 
that  time,  (and  yet  I  pleafed  myfelf  with 
my  profpects,  poor  as  they  were)  I  have 
hone  it  parents  bountifully  provided  for, 
thank  God  and  your  ever  dear  brother 
for  this  Dialing !—  and  not  only  pro- 
vided for — but  made  ufeful  to  him,  to 
the  amount  of  their  provifion,  well  nigh ! 
There  is  a  pride,  my  lady ! 

Then  I  (hall  have  better  conditions 
from  his  generofity  to  itu  port  myfelf, 
than  I  can  wifh  for,  or  make  ufe  of. 

Then  I  have  nr  •  clear,  «-h.-.rming  Billy 
•— <  O  be  contented,  too  charming,  and 
•  too  happy  rivalefs,  with  my  ru.iband  j 
«  and  tear  not  from  me  my  deareft  baby, 


PAMELA. 


the  pledge,  the  beloved  pledge,  of  our 
happier  affections,  and  thedear  remem- 
brance of  what  I  once  was  ! — But  if, 
my  dear  Mr.  B.  you  doubt  the  edu- 
cation I  can  give  him,  fit  for  the  heir 
to  your  great  fortune,  (for  fuch  he 
mti ft  be,  defpifed  or  abandoned  as  his 
poor  mother  may  be  !)  and  will  remove 
him  from  me,  and  grief  kill  me  not 
before  that  fad  hour,  let  me  have  fome 
office,  not  incompatible  with  that  of 
his  tutor,  to  inftil  virtue  into  his  due* 
tile  mind  j  for  tutors,  although  they 
may  make  youth  learned,  do  not  al- 
ways make  them  virtuous  5  and  let  me 
watch  over  his  rteps,  and  wherever  be 
goes,  let  me  go:  I  mall  value  no  dan- 
gers nor  rifques ;  the  moft  diftant 
climes  fhall  be  native  to  me,  wherever 
my  Billy  is ;  fo  that  I  may  be  a  guard, 
under  God,  to  his  moral:-,,  that  he 
make  no  virgin's  heart  figh,  nor  mo- 
ther's bleed,  as  minehaG  done  in  both 
Hates.' 

But,  how  I  rave!  will  your  ladyfhip 
be  apt  to  fay— This  is  no  good  fymptom, 
you'll  think,  that  I  have  reaped  at  prefent 
thai  confolation  from  religious  confuler- 
ations,  which,  to  a  right  tun  of  mind, 
they  will  afford  in  the  heavieft  misfor- 
tunes. But  this  was  only  in  fear  they 
mould  take  rny  Billy  from  me.  A  thou- 
fand  pleafmg  profpects,  that  had  begun 
to  dawn  on  my  mind,  I  can  bear  to  have 
difftpated ;  but  I  cannot,  indeed  I  can- 
not! permit  my  dear  Mr.  B/s  fon  and 
heir  to  be  torn  from  me. 

Yet  I  hope  they  will  not  be  fo  cruel :  for 
I  will  give  them  no  provoca  ion  to  do  it, 
if  I  can  help  it.  No  law-fuits,  no  com- 
plainings, no  afperities  of  expreflion, 
much  lefs  bitter  reflections,  mall  they 
ever  have  from  me.  I  will  be  no  con- 
fciencetothem:  they  will  bepnnilhed  too 
much,  greatly  too  much,  in  their  own, 
for  what  I  wifh  j  and  they  fhall  always 
be  followed  by  my  prayers.  I  mall  have 
lei  fare  for  that  exercife,  and  mall  be 
happy  and  ferene,  when,  I  doubt,  I 
doubt,  they  will  not  be  fo ! 

But  itill  I  am  running  on  in  a  ftrain 
that  mews  my  impatience,  rather  than 
my  refignation  :  yet  fome  ftruggles  muft 
be  allowed  me;  I  could  not  have  loved, 
as  I  love,  if  I  could  eafily  part  with  my 
intereit  in  fo  beloved  a  hufoand.— For, 
Mi'.dam,  my  intereft  I  w/7/  part  with, 
and  will  fooner  die  than  live  with  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  another  wife,  though  I 

was 
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was  the  firft.  Let  countefies,  if  they 
can,  and  ladies  of  birth,  choofeto  hum- 
ble themfelves  to  this  bafenefs — The 
low-born  Pamela  cannot  (loop  to  it.  Par- 
clon  me,  Madam  j  you  know  I  only 
write  this  with  a  view  to  this  poor  lady's 
anfwer  to  her  noble  uncle,  of  which  you 
wrote  me  word. 


FRIDAY 

Is  now  concluding.  I  hope  I  am 
calmer  a  great  deal.  For,  being  difap- 
pointed,  in  all  likelihood,  in  twenty 
agreeable  fchemes  and  projects,  I  am 
now  forming  new  ones,  with  as  much 
pleafure  to  myfelf,  as  I  may.  For,  my 
lady,  it  is  one's  duty,  you  know,  to  fuit 
one's  mind  to  one's  condition;  and  I 
hope  I  mall  be  enabled  to  do  good  in 
Kent,  if  I  cannot  in  London,  and  Bed- 
fordfhire,  and  Lincolnfhire.  GOD  every 
where  provides  us  with  objects,  on  which 
to  exercife  one's  gratitude  and  benefi- 
cence. 

I  am  thinking  to  try  to  get  good  Mrs. 
Jervis  with  me. 

Come,  Madam,  you  muft  not  be  too 
much  concerned  forme.  After  a  while, 
I  fhall  be  no  unhappy  perfbn $  <for  though 
I  was  thankful  for  my  fplendid  fortunes, 
and  fliould  have  been  glad,  to  be  fure  I 
mould,  of  continuing  in  them,  with  fo 
•  dear  a  gentleman ;  yet  a  high  eftate  had 
never  fuch  dazzling  charms  with  me  as 
it  has  with  fome  :  if  it  had,  I  could  not 
have  refifted  fo  many  temptations,  pof- 
fibly,  as  GOD  enabled  me  to  refill. 


SATURDAY  NIGHT 

Is  now  come.  'Tis  nine,  and  no  Mr. 
B. — '  O  why,'  as  Deborah  makes  the 
-mother  of  Sifera  fay,  «  is  his  chariot  fo 

*  long  in  coming  ?  Why  tarry  die  wheels 
'  of  his  chariot  ?' 

I  have  this  note  now  at  eleven  o'clock  : 

1   MY   DEAREST    PAMELA, 

c  T  Dif patch  this  meffenger,  left,  expecl- 
A   f  ing  me  this  night,  you  mould  be 

*  uneafy.     I  mall  not  be  with  you  till 
1  Monday,  when  I  hope  to  dine  with  my 

*  deareftlife.  Ever  agefiienatety jour  sC 


have  had  but  poor  reft  for  a  great  while  ; 
nor  mall  have  any  till  my  t ate  is  decided. 
•-—Hard-hearted  man,  he  knows  under 
what  uneafmeis  he  left  me  1 


rhsu 


So  I'll  go  up  and  pray  for  him,  and 
en  te  bed.     Yet  'tis  a  fad  thinp; !— I 


MONDAY, ELEVEN. 

If  GOD  Almighty  hears  my  yefterday'g, 
and,  indeed,  my  hourly  prayers,  the  dear 
man  will  be  good  Mill :  but  my  aking 
heart,  every  time  I  think  what  company 
he  is  in,  (for  I  find  the  Countefs  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  party)  bodes  me  little 
fatisfaclion. 

He's  come!  He's  come!  now,  jufl 
now,  come !  I  will  have  my  trial  over 
before  this  night  be  paft,  if  poflible.  I'll 
go  down  and  meet  him  with  love  un- 
feigned, and  a  duty  equal  to  my  lo\re, 
although  he  may  forget  his  to  me.  If  I 
conquer  myfelf  on  this  occafion,  I  con- 
quer nature,  as  your  ladymip  fays  j  and 
then,  by  GOD'S  grace,  I  can  conquer 
every  thing.  They  have  taken  their 
houfe,  I  fuppofe :  but  what  need  they, 
when  they'll  have  one  in  Bedfordihire, 
and  one  in  Lincolnfhire  ?  But  they  know 
beft.  (JOD  blefs  him,  and  reform  her  ! 
That's  all  the  harm  I  wifhthem,  or  will 
wifli  them ! 

My  dear  Mr.  B.  has  received  me  with 
great  affection  and  tendernefs.  Sure  he 
cannot  be  fo  bad ! — Sure  he  cannot ! 

'  I  know,  my  dear,'  faid  he,  *  I  left 
'  you  in  great  anxiety ;  but  'tis  an  an- 
«  xietyyou  have  brought  upon  yourfelf  ; 

*  and  I  have  not  been  eafy  ever  fmce  I 
'  parted  from  you.' 

'  I  am  forry  for  it,  Sir.' 

*  Why,  my  dear  love,  there  is  ftill  a 
e  melancholy  air  in  your  countenance : 
'  indeed  it  feems  mingled  with  a  kind 
<  of  joy  5  I  hope  at  my  return  to  you. 
£  But,  'tis  eafy  to  fee  which  of  the  two  is 

*  the  moft  natural.' 

*  You  mould  fee  nothing,  Sir,  that 
c  you  would  not  wifli  to  fee,  if  I  could, 
'  help  it.' 

*  I  am  forry  you  cannot.     But  I  am 

*  come  home  to  hear  all  your  grievances, 

*  and  to  redrefs  them,  if  in  my  power.' 

*  When,  Sir,  am  I  to  come  upon  my 

*  trial  ?  I  have  a  great  deal  to  fay  to 
«  you.     I  will   tell  you  every  thing  I 
«  think.     And  as  it  may   be  the  laft 

*  grievances,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  call 
'  them,    I  may  ever  trouble  you  with, 
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you  tnn  ft  prornife  to  anfwer  me  nst  one 
word  till  I  have  faid  all  I  have  to  fay. 
For,  if  it  does  but  hold,  I  have  great 
courage  ;  I  have  indeed !  you  don't 
know  half  the  faucinefs  that  is  in  your 
girl  yet ;  but  when  I  come  upon  my 

'  trial,  yoifll  wonder  at  my  boldnefs.' 
'  What  means  my  deareft?'  taking 

me  into  his  arms.      *  You  alarm  me  ex- 

*  ceedingly,  by  this  moving  fedatenefs.' 
*  Don't  let  it  alarm  you,  Sir !  I  mean 

*  nothing  but  good! — But  I  have  been 
'  preparing  myfelf  to  tell  you  all  my 

*  mind.     And  as  an  inftance  of  what 
you  mav  expecl.  from  me,  fometimes, 
Sir,  I  will  be  your  judge,  and  put  home 
queftions  to  you  ;  and  fometimes  you 
mall  be  mine,  and  at  laft  pronounce 
fentence  upon  me  5  or,   if  you  won't, 
I  will  upon  myfelf  j  a  fevere  one  to 
me,  it  mall  be,  but  an  agreeable  one, 
perhaps,   to  you!— When  comes  on 
the  trial,  Sir  ?' 

He  looked  fteadily  upon  me,  but  was 

filent.      And  I   faid — «  But  don't  be 

afraid,  Sir,   that  I  will  invade  your 

province  j   for  though  I   mail  count 

myfelf  your  judge,  in  fome  cafes,  you 

mall  be  judge  paramount  ftill*' 

'  Dear  charmer  of  my  heart,'  faid  he, 

and  clafped  me  to  his  bofom,  '  what  a 

*  new  PAMELA  have  I  in  my  arms !  A 
myfterious  charmer !    Let  us  inftantly 
go  to  my  clofet,  or  yours,  and  come 
upon  our  mutual  trial  $  for  you  have 
fired  my  foul  with  impatience ! ' 

'  No,  Sir,  if  you  pieafe,  we  will  dine 
firrt.  I  have  hardly  eaten  any  thing 
theie  four  days;  and  your  company 
will  give  me  an  appetite  perhaps.  I 
fliall  be  yilenfed  to  fit  down  at  table 
with  yon,  Sir,'  taking  his  hand,  and 
rying  to  fmile  upon  him ;  *  for  the  mo- 
ments I  mall  have  of  your  company, 
maybe,  fome  time  hence,  very  precious 
to  my  remembrance.' 
I  was  then  forced  to  turn  my  head,  to 

hide  from  him  my  eyes,  brimful,  as  they 

jvereof  tears. 

He  took  me  again  into  his  arms  :— 

*  My  deareft  Pamela,  if  you  love  me, 

*  diftracl:  not  my  foul  thus,  by  your  dark 

*  and  myfterious  fpeeches.      You  are 

*  difpleafed  with  me,  and  I  thought  I 
'*  had  reafon,  of  late,  to  take  fomething 

*  amifs  in your  conducl ;  but,  inftead  of 
*•  your  fuffering  by  my  anger,  you  have 

*  words  and  an  air  that  penetrate  my 
^  yery  foul.' 

rQ.  Sir,  Sir,  .treat  me  O'ot  thuv  kindly! 


Put  on  an  angrier  brow,  or  how  mall 
I  retain  my  purpofe  ?  How  fliall  I !' 
'  Dear,  dear  creature !  make  not  ufe  of 
all  your  power  to  melt  me!  Half  of  It  is 
enough.  For  there  is  eloquence  in  your 
eyes  I  cannot  refift ;  but  in  your  pre- 
fentfolemn  air,andaffecling  fentences, 
you  mould  me  toerery  purpofe  of  your 
heart ;  fo  that  I  am  a  mere  machine,  a 
pafllve  inftrument,  to  be  played  upon 
at  your  pleafure.' 

*  Dear,  kind  Sir,  how  you  revive  my 
heart,  by  your  goodnefs !  Perhaps  I 
have  only  been  in  a  frightful  dream, 
and  am  but  juft  now  awakened  !— 
But  we  will  not  anticipate  our  trial. 
Only,  Sir,  give  orders,  that  you  are  not 
to  be  fpoken  with  by  any  body,  when 
we  have  dined ;  for  I  muft  have  you  all 
to  myfelf,  without  interruption.' 
Juft  as  I  had  faid  this,  a  gentleman 
called  on  him,  and  I  retired  to  my  cham- 
ber, and  wrote  to  this  place. 

Mr.  B.  difmiffed  his  friend,  without 
afking  him  to  dine  with  him  :  fo  I  had 
him  all  to  myfelf  at  dinner.  But  we  faid 
little,  and  fat  not  above  a  quarter  of  an 
hour ;  looking  at  each  other,  he  with  im- 
patience, and  fome  feeming  uneafmefs; 
I,  with  more  fteadinefs,  I  believej  but 
now-and-then  a  tear  ftarting. 

I  could  eat  but  little,  though  I  tried 
all  I  could,  and  efpecially  as  he  helped 
me,  and  courted  me  by  words  of  tender - 
nefs  and  fweetnefs — O  why  were  ever 
fuch  things  as  mafquerades  permitted 
in  a  Chriftian  nation ! 

I  chofe  to  go  into  my  clofet  rather  than 
into  bis ;  and  here  I  fit,  waiting  the  dear 
gentleman's  coming  up  to  me.  If  I 
keep  but  my  courage,  I  fliall  be  pleafed . 
I  know  the  ivor/l,  and  that  will  help  mej 
for  he  is  too  noble  to  ufe  me  roughly, 
when  he  fees  I  mean  not  to  provoke  him 
by  upbraidings,  any  more  than  I  will 
aft,  in  this  cafe,  beneath  the  chara&ei  I 
ought  to  affume  as  his  wife. 

For,  my  dear  lady,  this  is  a  point  of 
high  importance.  It  has  touched  and 
raifed  my  foul  beyond  it's  pitch ;  I  am  a 
new  Pamela,  as  he  fays,  and  a  proud 
Pamela,  as  he  will  find — For,  Madam, 
the  perfon  who  can  fupport  herfelf  under 
an  injury  like  this,  and  can  refolve  t« 
forgive  it,  has  a  fuperiority  to  the  in- 
jurer,  let  him  be  a  prince,  though  flife 
were  but  a  beggar  born.  But  the  diffi- 
culty will  be,  how  to  avoid  being  melt- 
ed by  my  own  foft«eft,  and  love  for  the 
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mart,  more  clear  to  me  than  life;  yea, 
wore  dear  to  me  than  my  Billy,  and  than 
all  my  hopes  in  the  charming  boy.  But 
here  he  comes! 

*  Now,  Pamela— now,  fee  what  thou 
'  canftdo! — Thou  knoweft  the  worft! 

*  Remember  that ! — And  may' ft  not  be 

*  unhappy,  even  at  the  worft,  if  thou 
<  trufteft  in  GOD/ 

I  am  commanded,  my  dear  lady,  now 
to  write  particularly  my  trial,  for  a  realbn 
I  mail  mention  to  you  in  the  conclufion 
of  this  letter ;  and  I  muft  beg  you  to 
favour  me  with  the  return  of  all  my  let- 
ters to  you,  on  this  affecting  fubjeft. — 
The  realbn  will  appear  in  it's  place. — 
And,  Oh!  congratulate  me,  my  dear, 
dear  lady !  for  I  am  happy,  and  mail  be 
happier  than  I  ever  was  ;  and  that  I 
thought,  ibdid  eveiy  body,  was  impofTi- 
ble.  But  I  will  not  anticipate  the  ac- 
count of  my  trial,  and  the  effects,  the 
blefled  effects,  it  has  produced.  Thus, 
then,  it  was: 

Mr.  B.  came  up,  with  great  impa- 
tience in  his  looks.  I  met  him  at  my 
chamber-door,  with  as  fedate  a  counte- 
nance as  I  poflibly  could  put  on,  and  my 
heart  was  high  with  my  purpofe,  and 
Aipported  me  better  than  I  could  have 
expefted. — Yet,  on  recollection,  now,  I 
impute  to  myielf  fomething  of  that  kind 
•of  magnanimity,  that  was  wont  to  in- 
fpire  the  innocent  fufferers  of  old,  for  a 
ilill  worthier  caufe  than  mine ;  though 
their  motives  could  hardly  be  more  pure, 
in  that  one  hope  I  had,  to  be  an  humble 
means  of  faving  the  man  I  love  and  ho- 
nour, from  errors  that  might  be  fatal  to 
hi;-  foul. 

I  took  his  hand  with  boldnefs  : l  Dear 

*  Sir,'  leading  him  to  my  clofet,  *  here 
'  is  the  bar,  at  which  I  am  to  take  my 
'  trial,'  pointing  to  the  backs  of  three 
chairs  which  I  had  placed  in  a  joined 
row,  leaving  juft  room  to  go  by  on  each 
fide.     *  You  muft  give  me,  Sir,  all  my 
4  own  way  ;  this  is  the  firft,  and  perhaps 
'  the  laft  time,  that  I  mall  defire  it. — 

*  Nay,  dear  Sir,'  turning  my  face  from 
him,  *  look  not  upon  me  with  an  eye  of 

*  tendernefs :  if  you  do,  I  may  lofe  my 

*  purpofes,  important  to  me  as  they 

*  are  ;  and  however  fantaftick  my  be- 
c  haviour  may  feem  to  you,  I  want  not 
'  to  move  your  paffions,  (for  the  good 
'  impreflions  made  upon  them,  may  be 
'  two  eafily  diilipated,  by  the  winch  of 


'  fenfe)— butj><7«r  reafon:  and  if  that 

*  can  be  done,  I  am  fafe,  and  mall  fear 
'  no  relapfe.' 

'  What  means  all  this  parade,  my 
'  dear  ?  Let  me  perifh,'  that  was  his 
word,  '  if  I  know  how  to  account  for 
'  jou,  or  your  humour. * 

*  You  'will  prefently,  Sir.     But  give 
'  me  all  my  way — I  pray  you  do,  this 
'  once — This  one  time  only!' 

*  Well,  fo,  this  is  your  bar,  is  it? 
'  There's  an  elbow-chair,  I  fee ;  take 

*  your  place  in  it,  Pamela,  and  here  I"  11 
'  ftand  to  anfwer  all  your  queftions.' 

*  No,  Sir,  that  muft  not  be.'     So  I 
boldly  led  him  to  the  elbow-chair.  <  You 

*  are  the  judge,  Sir;  it  is  I  that  am  to 
'  be  tried.  Yet  I  will  not  fay  I  am  a  cri- 

*  minal.     I  know  I  am  not.     But  that 

*  muft  be  proved,  Sir,  you  know.* 

*  Well,  take  your  way ;  but  I  fear 
'  for  your  head,  my  dear,  in  all  this/ 

'  I  fear  only  my  heart,  Sir,  that" s  all: 
'  but  there  you  muft  fit — So  here'  (re- 
tiring to  the  three  chairs,  and  leaning  on 
the  backs,  here)  *  I  ftand.' 

'  And  now,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  you 
'  muft  begin  firft  L  when  you  mewed  me 

*  theHoufe  of  Peers,  their  bar,  at  which 
'  caufes  are  heard,  and  fometimes  peers 

*  are  tried,  looked  awful  to  me ;  and  the 

*  prefent    occafion    requires  that   this 
'  mould.     Now,  clear  Sir,  you  muft  be 

*  my  accufer  as  well  as  my  judge.' 

*  I  have  nothing  to  accufe  you  of,  my 
'  dear,  if  I  mujl  give  into  your  moving 
£  whimfy.     You  are  every  thing  I  wifij. 
'  you  to  be.  But  for  the  laft  month  you 

*  have  feemed  to  be  uneafy,  and  have  not 
'  done  me  the  juftice  to  acquaint  me  with 
'  yourreafons  for  it.' 

1 1  was  in  hopes,my  reafons  might  have 
4  proved  to  be  no  reafons ;  and  I  would 

*  not  trouble  you  with  my  ungrounded 
'  apprehenfions.     But  now,  Sir,  we  are 
'  come  directly  to  the  point ;  and  me- 
'  thinks  I  ftand  here  as  Paul  did  before 
'  Felix  j  and,  like  that  poor  prifoner,  if 
'  I,  Sir,  reafon  of  right  eoufngfs,  tempc- 
1  ranee ,  zn<\  judgment  to  come,  even  to 

*  make  you,   as   the  great  Felix  did, 
'  tremble,  don't  put  me  off  to  another 
(  day,  to  a  more  convenient  feafon,  as 
'  that  governor  did  Paul  j  for  you  muft 
'  bear  patiently  with  all  I  have  to  fay/ 

1  Strange,  uncommon  girl !  how  un- 
'  accountable  is  all  this ! — Pry'thee,  my 

*  dear,'  and  he  pulled  a  chair  by  him, 

*  cdfrie  and  fit  down  by  me,  and  with- 

*  aut  thefe  romantick  airs  let  me  hear  all, 
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*  you  have  to  fay;    and  telze  me  not 
'  with  this  parade.' 

'  No,  Sir,  ]°tme  ftand,  if  you  pleafe, 

*  while  I  can  fland  ;  when  I  am  weary, 

*  I  will  lit  down  at  my  bar. 

'  Now,  Sir,  fmce  you  are  fo  good  as 

*  to  fay,  you  have  nothing  but  change 

*  of  temper  to  accufe  me  of,  I  am  to  an- 
'  fwer  to  that,  and  affign  a  caufe  5  and  I 

*  will  do  it  without  evafion  or  referve  : 

*  but  I  befeech  you  iay  not  one  word, 

*  but  Yes  or  No,  to  my  queftions,  'till  I 
'  have  faid  all  I  have  to  fay,  and  then 

*  you  fhall  find  me  all  filence  andrefigna- 

*  tion.* 

'  Well,  my  ftrange  dear !— But  fure 

*  your  head  is  a  little  turned  '.—What  is 

*  your  queftion?' 

«  Whether,   Sir,  the   Nun— I  fpeak 

*  boldly  ;  the  cafe  requires  it — who  fol- 
'  lowed  you  at  the  Mafquerade  every  - 

*  where,  is  not  the  Countefs  of——?' 
*  What  then,   my  dear?'   (fpeaking 

with  quicknefs) — < 1  thought  the  occafion 

*  of  your  fullennefs  and   referve  was 
«  this!— But  Pamela— ' 

'  Nay,  Sir,'  interrupted  I,  *  only  Yes, 

*  tfr  No,  if  you  pleafe:  I  will  be  all  fi- 
'  lence  by-and-  by.' 

«  Yes,  then.' 

e  Well,  Sir,  then  let  me  tell  you,  for 

*  I  ajk  you  not,  (it  may  be  too  bold  in 
'  me  to  multiply  queftions)  that  fhe  love s 

*  you;  that  you  correfpond  by  letters 

*  with  her — Yes,  Sir,  before  that  letter 

*  from  her  ladyfhip  came,  which  you 
'  received  from  my  hand  in  fo  fhort  and 

*  angry  a  manner,  for  fear  I  fhould  have 

*  had  a  curiofity  to  fee  it's    contents, 
1  which    would  have  been  inexcufable 

*  in  me,  I  own,   if  I  had.     You  have 

*  talked  over  to  her  all  your  polygamy 

*  notions,  and  her  ladyfhip  feems  fo  well 

*  convinced  of  them,  that  fhe  has  de- 
'  clared  to  her  noble  uncle,  (who  ex- 
c  populated  with  her  on  the  occafions 
6  fiie  gave  for  talk)  that  fhe  had  rather 

*  be  a  certain  gentleman's  fecond  wife, 

*  than  the  firft  to  the  greateft  man  in 
c  England ;  and  you  are  but  juft  return - 

*  ed  from  a  iourney  to  Tunbridge,  in 

*  which  that  lady  was  a  party  ;  and  the 

*  motive  for  it,   I  am  acquainted  with, 
c  by  a  letter  here  in' my  hand.' 

He  was  difpleafed,  and  frowned :  I 
looked  down,  being  refolved  not  to  be 
terrified,  if  I  could  help  it. 

'  I  have  cautioned  you,  Pamela—' 
'  I  know  you  have,  Sir,'  interrupted 
1}  *  but  be  pkaied  to  anfwer  me}  Has  not 


'  the  Countefs  taken  a  houfe  or  lodgings 
'  at  Tunbridge?' 

'  She  has  : — and  what  then  ?' 

'  And  is  her  ladyfhip  there,  or  in 
'  town  ?' 

c  There — and  what  then  ?' 

'  Are  you  to  go  to  Tunbridge,  Sir, 
'  foon  or  not  ?  Be  pleafed  to  anfwer  me 
'  but  that  one  queftion.' 

'  I  will  know,'  rifmg  up  in  anger, 
'  your  informants,  Pamela.' 

*  Dear  Sir,  fb  you  (hall,   in  proper 
'  time  :  you  (hall  know  all,  as  foon  as  I 
'  am  convinced,  that  your  wrath  will 
'  not  be  attended  with  bad  confeq'uences 

*  to  yourfelf  and  others.  That  is  wholly 
'  the  caufe  of  my  referve  in  this  point; 
'  for  I  have  not  a  thought,  and  never 
'  had,  fmce  I  have  been  yours,  that  I 
'  wifh  to  be  concealed  from  you.— But, 
'  dear  Sir,  your  knowledge  of  the  in- 
'  formants  makes  nothing  at  all  as  to 
'  the  truth  of  the  information — Nor  will 
'  I  prefs  you  too  home.     I  doubt  not, 
'  you  are  foon  to  go  down  to  Tunbridge 

*  again.' 

*  I  am,  and  what  then? — Muft  the 
'  confequence  be  crime  enough  to  war- 

*  rant  your  jealoufy  ?' 

'  Dear  Sir,  don't  be  fo  very  angry,* 
ftill  looking  down ;  for  I  durft  not  truft 
mylelf  to  look  up.  «  I  don't  do  this,  as 
you  charged  me  in  your  letter,  in  a 
rpirit  of  matrimonial  recrimination :  if 
you  don't  tell  me,  that  you  fee  the 
Countefs  with  pleafure,  I  ajk  it  not 
of  you;  nor  have  I  any  thing  to  fay  by 
way  of  upbraiding.  'Tis  my  misfor- 
tune, that  flie  is  too  lovely,  and  too 
attractive ;  and  it  is  the  lefs  wonder, 
that  a  fine  young  gentleman  as  you  are, 
and  a  fine  young  lady  as  me  is,  fhould 
engage  one  another's  affections. 

*  I  knew  every  thing,  except  what 
this  letter,  which  you  fhall  read  prefent- 
ly,  communicates,  when  you  brought 
the  two  noble  fifters  to  vifit  me :  hence 
proceeded  my  grief;  and  fhould  I, 
Sir,  have,  deferred  to  be  what  I  am,  if 
I  was  not  grieved  ?  Religion  has  help- 
ed me,  and  GOD  has  anfwered  my 
fuppli cations,   and  enabled  me  to  a6V 
this  new  and  uncommon  part  before 
you,  at  this  imaginary  bar.  You  fhall 
fee,  Sir,  that  as,  on  one  hand,  I  want 
not,  as  I  faid  before,  to  move  your 
paflions  in  my  favour;  fo,  on  the  other, 
I  mail  not  be  terrified  by  your  difplea- 
fure,  dreaded  by  me  as  it.ufed  to  be, 
and  as  it  will  be  again,  the  moment 

«  that 
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e  that  my  raifed  fpirits  fmk  down  to 
«  their  ufual  level;  or  are  diverted 
'  from  this  my  long  meditated  purpofe, 
'  to  tell  you  all  my  mind. 

'  I  repeat  then,  Sir,  that  I  knew  all 
'  this,  when  the  two  noble  fitters  came 
«  to  vifit  your  poor  girl,  and  to  iee  your 
<  Billy.  "Yet,  gtieut  as  the  Countefs 
«  called  me,  (dear  Sir  1  might  I  not  well 
'  be  grave,  knowing  what  I  knew?) 
f  did  I  betray  any  impatience  of  fpeech 
'  or  aclion,  or  any  difcdmpofure? 

c  No,  Sir,'  patting  my  hand  on  my 
breaft,  l  here  all  the  difcompofare  lay, 
f  ftruggling,  vehemently  ilruggling, 

*  now-and- then,  and  wanting  that  vent  at 
'  my  eyes,  which  it  feems  (overcome  by 

*  my  joy,    to    hear  myfelf  favourably 

*  fpoken  of  by  you  and  the  lady)  it  too 

*  foon  made  itfelf.     But  I  could  not  help 

*  it — You  might  have  feen,  Sir,  I  could 
«  not! 

*  But  I  want  neither  to  recriminate 

*  nor  expoftulate,  nor  yet,  Sir,  to  form 
'  excufes  for  my  general  conduct;   for 
{  that  you  accufe  not  in  the  main — but 

*  be  pleafed.  Sir,  to  read  this  letter.     It 

*  was   brought  by  the  penny- poft,  as 

*  you'll   fee   by  the  mark.     Who  the 

*  writer  is,  I  know  not.     And  did  you, 
'  Sir,  that  knowledge,  and  your  refent- 
'  ment  upon  it,  will  not  alter  the  facl, 
'  or  give  it  a  more  favourable  appear- 
'  ance.' 

I  ftepped  to  him,  and  giving  him  the 
letter,  came  back  to  my  bar,  and  fat 
down  on  one  of  the  chairs  while  he  read 
it,  drying  my  eyes;  for  they  would  over- 
flow as  I  talked,  do  what  I  could. 

He  was  much  moved  at  the  contents 
of  this  letter :  called  it  d — necl  malice,  and 
hoped  he  might  find  out  the  author  of  it, 
faying,  he  would  advertife  500  guineas 
reward  for  the  difcoverer. 

He  put  the  letter  in  his  pocket.  {  Well, 
Pamela,  you  believe  all  that  you  have 
faid,  no  doubt;  and  this  matter  has  a 
black  appearance  indeed,  if  you  do. 
But  who  was  yourj»J^f  informant?— 
Was  that  by  letter  or  perfonally? 
That  d — ned  Turner,  I  doubt  not,  is 
at  the  bottom  of  all  this.  The  vain 
coxcomb  has  had  the  infolence  to  ima- 
gine the  Countefs  would  favour  an  ad- 
drefs  of  his;  and  is.  enraged  to  meet 
with  a  repulfe ;  and  has  taken  liberties 
upon  it,  that  have  given  birth  to  all 
thefcardals  which  have  been  fcattered 
about  on  this  occafion.  Nor  ilol  doubt 


1  but  he  has  been  the  Serpent  at  the  ear 
1  of  my  Eve/ 

I  rtoad  up  at  my  bar,  and  faid — '  Don't 

*  be  too  hafty,  Sir,  in  your  judgment— 

*  You;#ay  be  miftaken.' 

'  But  am  I  miltaken,  Pamela? — You 

*  never  yet  told  me  an  untruth  in  cafes 

*  the  moil  important  to  you  to  conceal. 
'  Am  I  miftaken  ?' 

*  Dear  Sir,  if  I  mould  tell  you  it  is 
'  njt  Mr.  Turner,  you'll  guefs  atfome- 

*  body  elfe:  and  what  avails  all  this  to 

*  the  matter  in  hand?  You  are  your  own 

*  mailer,  and  muft  ftand  or  fall  by  your 
4  own  conscience.     God  grant  that  that 
'  may  acquit  you! — But  my  intention 

*  is  not  either  to  accufe  or  upbraid  you.' 

*  But,  my  dear,  to  the  fait  then  : — 
e  This  is  a  malicious  and  a  villainous 
£  piece  of  intelligence!  given  you,  per- 
e  haps,  for  the  fake  of  deligns  and  views, 
1  that  may  not  yet  be  proper  to  be  a- 

*  vowed.' 

*  By  God's  grace,  Sir,  Idefyalldefigns 
'    and  viewsofanyoneuponmy  honour!' 

4  But,  my  dear,  the  charge  is  bafeiy 

*  falfe:  we  have  not  agreed  upon  any 
'  fuch  way  of  life.' 

*  Well,  Sir,  all  this  only  proves,  that 

*  the  intelligence  may  be  a  little  prema- 

*  ture.     But  now  let  me,  Sir,  fit  down 
'  one    minute  or  two,    to  recover  my 
'  failing  fpirits,  and  then  I'll  tell  you 
'  all  I  purpofe   to   do,  and  all  I  have 

*  to  fay,  and  that  with  as  much  brevity 

*  as  I  can,  for  fear  neither  my  head  nor 

*  my  heart    fhould  perform   the  parts 

*  I  have  been  fo  long  endeavouring  to 

*  prevail  upon  them  to  perform.' 

I  fat  down  then,  he  taking  the  letter 
out  of  his  pocket,  and  looking  upon  it 
again,  with  much  vexation  and  anger 
in  his  countenance,  and  after  a  few  tears 
and  fobs,  that  would  needs  be  fo  offici- 
ous as  to  offer  their  fervice,  unbidden  and 
undefired,  to  introduce  what  I  had  to 
fay;  I  rofe  up,  my  feet  trembling,  as 
well  as  my  knees;  which  however,  lean- 
ing againil  the  feats  of  the  chairs,  which 
made  my  bar,  as  my  hand  held  by  the 
back,  tolerably  fupported  me,  I  cleared 
my  voice,  wiped  my  eyes,  and  faid — 

*  You  have  all  the  excufes,  dear  Mr. 
'  B.  that  a  gentleman  can  have  in  the 
'  obje£t  of  your  prefentpailion.' 

'  Prefent paifion,  Pamela!' 
'  Dear  Sir,  hear  me  out  without  in- 
<  terriiption.' 

*  The  Countefs  is  a  charming  lady. 

'She 
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She  excels  your  poor  girl  in  all  thofe 
outward  graces  of  form,  which  your 
kind  fancy  (more  valued  by  me  than 
the  opinion  of  all  the  world  befides) 
had  made  you  attribute  to  me.  And  (he 
has  all  thofe  additional  advantages,  as 
noblenefs  of  birth,  of  alliance,  and  de- 
portment, which  I  want,  (happy  for 
you,  Sir,  that  you  had  known  her  la- 
dyfhip  fome  months  ago,  before  you 
difgraced  yourfelf  by  the  honours 
you  have  done  me!)  This  therefore 
frees  you  from  the  aggravated  crime 
of  thole,  who  prefer  to  their  own  ladies 
lefs  amiable  and  lefs  deferving  perfons; 
and  I  have  not  the  fling  which  thofe 
muft  have,  who  are  contemned  and 
ill-treated  for  the  fake  of  their  infe- 
riors. Yet  cannot  the  Countefs  love 
you  better  than  your  girl  loves  you,  not 
even  for  your  perfon,  which  muft,  I 
doubt,  be  her  principal  attachment} 
when  I  can  truly  fay,  all  noble  and  at- 
tracting to  the  outward  eye  as  it  is, 
that  is  the  leaft  confideration  by  far 
with  me:  no,  Sir,  it  is  your  mind,  your 
generous  and  beneficent  mind,  that  is 
the  principal  object  of  my  affection; 
and  the  pride  I  took  in  hoping  that  I 
might  be  an  humble  means,  in  the 
hands  of  Providence,  to  blefsjyou  here- 
after as  well  as  here,  gave  me  more 
pleafure  than  all  the  Herrings  I  reaped 
from  your  name  or  your  fortune. 
Judge  then,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  what 
my  grief  and  my  difappointment 
muft  be! 

'  But  I  will  not  expoftulate:  I  nvill 
not,  becaufe  it  muft  be  to  no  purpofe ; 
for  could  my  fondnefs  for  you,  and 
my  watchful  duty  to  you,  have  kept 
you  fteady,  I  mould  not  now  have  ap- 
peared before  you  in  this  folemn  man- 
ner; and  I  know  the  charms  of  my 
rival  are  too  powerful  for  me  to  con- 
tend with.  Nothing  but  divine  grace 
can  touch  your  heart;  and  that  I  ex- 
pect not,  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe, 
mould  be  inftantaneous. 
*  I  will,  therefore,  Sir,  dear  as  you  are 
tome  ( Don't  look  with  fuch  ten- 
der furprize  upon  me!)  give  up  your 
perfcn  to  my  happier,  to  my  wor- 
thier rival.  For,  fince  fuch  is  yo\jr 
will,  and  fuch  feem  to  be  your  en- 
gagements, what  avails  it  to  me  to  op- 
pofe  them  ? 

«  I  have  only  to  beg,  therefore,  that  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  permit  me  to  go 
down  to  Kent,  to  my  dear  parents,  who, 


with  many  more,  are  daily  rejoicing  in 
yonr  favour  and  bounty. 

*  I  will  there,'  (holding  up  my  fold- 
d  hands)  *  pray  for  you  every  hour  of 

my  life;  and  for  every  one  who  (hall 
be  dear  to  you,  not  excepting  your 
charming  Countefs. 
'  I  will  never  take  your  name  into  my 
lips,  nor  fuflfer  any  other  in  my  hear- 
ing, but  with  reverence  and  gratitude, 
for  the  good  I  and  mine  have  reaped 
at  your  hands;  nor  will  I  wifh  to  be 
freed  from  my  obligations  to  you,  ex- 
cept you  mail  choofe  to  be  divorced 
from  me;  and  if  you  fliould,  I  will 
give  your  wifhes  all  the  forwardnefs 
that  I  honourably  can,  with  regard  to 
my  own  character  and  yours,  and  that 
of  your  beloved  baby. 
'  But  you  muft  give  me  fomething 
worth  living  for  along  with  me;  your 
Billy  and  mine! — Unlefs  it  is  your  de- 
fire  to  kill  me  quite!  and  then, 'tis  done, 
and  nothing  will  ftand  in  your  happy 
Countefs's  way,  if  you  tear  from  my 
arms  myfecond earthly  good,  after  I  am 
deprived  of  you,  myjfirft. 
(  I  will  there,  Sir,  dedicate  all  my 
time  to  my  firft  duties;  happier  far, 
than  once  I  could  have  hoped  to  be ! 
And  if,  by  any  accident,  and  mifun- 
derftanding  between  you,  you  mould 
part  by  confent,  and  you  will  have  it 
fo,  my  heart  mail  be  ever  yours,  and 
my  hopes  fhall  berefumed  of  being  an 
inftrument  ftill  for  your  future  good, 
and  I  will  receive  your  returning  ever- 
valued  heart,  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened, the  moment  I  can  be  fure  it  will 
be  wholly  mine. 

'  For,  think  not,  dear  Sir,  whatever  be 
your  notions  of  polygamy,  that  I  will, 
were  my  life  to  depend  upon  it,  confent 
to  live  with  a  gentleman,  dear  as,  GOD 
is  my  witnefs,'  (lifting  up  my  tearful 
yes)  '  you  are  to  me,  who  lives  in  what 
I  cannot  but  think  open  fin  with  ano- 
ther! You  know,  Sir,  and  I  appeal  to 
yoxi  for  the  purity,  and  I  will  aver 
piety,  of  my  motives,  when  I  fay  this, 
that  I  nvouldnot;  and  as  you  do  know 
this,  I  cannot  doubt,  but  my  propofal 
will  be  agreeable  to  you  both.  And  I 
beg  of  you,  dear  Sir,  to  take  me  at  my 
word;  and  don't  let  me  be  tortured,  as 
I  have  been  fo  many  weeks,  with  fuch 
anguifh  of  mind,  that  nothing  but  re- 
ligious confiderations  can  make  fup- 
portable  to  me/ 

*  And  are  you  in  earneft,  Pamela?* 

coming 


PAMELA. 


535 


coming  tome, and  folding  me  in  his  arms 
over  the  chair's  back,  the  feat  of  which 
fupported  my  trembling  knees — i  Car 
«'  youfo  eaiily  part  with  me?' 

*  I  can,  Sir,  and  I  will ! — rathe; 

*  divide  my  intereft  in  you,  knowingly, 

*  with  any  lady  upon  earth.     But  fay 

*  not, however,  can  I  part  with  yon,  Sir; 

*  it  is  you  that  part  with  me  :  and  tell 

*  me,  Sir,  teli  me  but  what  you  had  in- 

*  tended  foov.ki  become  of  me?' 

f  You  talk  to  me,  my  cleared  life,  as 

*  if  all  you  had  heard  again  (I  me  was 

*  true  ;   and  you  would  have  me  anfwer 
1  you,  (would  you?)  as  if  it  was.* 

*  I  want  nothing  to  convince  me,  Sir, 

*  that  the  Countefs  loves  you :  you  know 
'  the  reft  of  my  information :  judge  for 

*  me,  what  I  can,  what  I  ought  sto  be- 
'   lieve  ! — You  know  the  rumours  of  the 
'  world  concerning  you  :   even  I,   who 

*  flay  fo  much  at  home,   and  have  not 
'  taken  the  leaft  pains  to  find  out  my 
{  wretchednefs,  nor  to  confirm  it,  fince  I 

*  knew  it,  have  come  to  the  hearing  of 

*  it;  and  if  you  know  the  licence  taken 

*  with  both  your  characters,  and  yet  cor- 
f  refpond  fo  openly,  mtift  it  not  look  to 

*  me,  that  you  value  not  your  honour  in 

*  the  world's  eye,  nor  my  lady  hei's?  I 

*  told  you,  Sir,  the  anfvver  fhe  made  to 
f  her  uncle.' 

1  You  told  me,  my  dear,  as  you  were 
f  told.  Betenderof  a  lady's  reputation — • 
6  for  your  own  fake.  No  one  is  exempted 
£  from  calumny  ;  and  even  words  faid, 

*  and  the  occafion  of  faying  them  not 
'  known,  may  bear  a  very  different  con- 
'  ftruclion  from  what  they  would  have 

*  done,  had  the  occafion  been  told.' 

e  This  may  be  all  true,  Sir:  I  wifh  the 

*  lady  would  be  as  tender  of  her  reputa- 

*  tion  as  I  would  be,  let  her  injure  me  in 
<  your  affections  as  fhe  will.     But  can 
'  you  fay,  Sir,  that  there  is  nothing  be- 
(  tween  you,  that  mould  not  be,  accord- 

*  ing  to  my  notions  of  virtue  and  honour, 
(  and  according  to  your  o-t^n,  which  I 
f  took  pride  in,  before  that  fatal  mafque* 

*  rade? 

'    You  anfwer  me  not,'  continued  I ; 

*  and  may  I  not  fairly  prefume  you  are 
f  not  able  to  anfwer  me  as  I  wifh  to  be 

*  aniwered  ?  But  come,  deareft  Sir,'  (and 
I  putmy  arms  round  his  neck) '  let  me  not 

*  urge  you  too  boldly.  I  will  never  forget 

*  your  benefits  and  your  paft  kindnefles 

*  to  me.    I  have  been  a  happy  creature; 
f  no  one,  till  within  thefe  few  weeks, was 

•  fo  happy  as  I.  J  will  loye  you  ftilj 


*  with  a  prjffion  as  ardent  as  ever  I  loved 
'  you.  Abience  cannot  leffen  fuch  a  love 
(  a:,  mine:  lam  fure  it  cannot. 

'  I  fee  your  difficulties.  You  have 
{  gor.e  too  far  to  recede.  If  you  can  make 
'  ic  eafy  to  your  confcience,  I  will  wait 

*  with  patience  my  ha;;pier  detlmy;  and 

*  I  will  wh'h  to  live, (if  I  can  be  convinced 

*  you  wifh  me  not  to  die)  in  order  to  pray 
'  for  you,  and  to  be  a  direclrefs  to  the 
'  firft  education  of  my  deareil  baby. 

'  You  fi2,h,  dear  Sir;  repofe  your  be- 
'  loved  face  next  to  my  fond  heart.  'Tis 

*  all  your  own ;  and  ever  fhall  be,  let  it, 
1  or  let  it  not,  be  worthy  of  the  honour 

*  in  your  eftimation, 

'  But,  yet,  my  dear  Mr.  B .  if  one  could 
1  as  eaiiiy,  in  the  prime  of  fenfual  youth, 
'  look  twenty  years  forward,  as  one  can 
'  twenty  years  backward,  what  an  empty 
1  vanity,  what  a  mere  nothing,  will  be 
{  all  thofe  groffer  fatisfaclions,  that  now 
4  give  wings  of  defire  to  ourdebafed  ap«- 
'  petite s! 

'  Motives  of  religion  will  have  their 
4  due  force  upon  your  mind  one  day,  I 
c  hope;  as,  blefled  be  God,  they  have 

*  enabled  me  to  talk  to  you  on  fuch  a 
'  touching  point  (after  infinite  ftruggles, 
1  I  own)  with  fo  much  temper  and  re- 
'  fignation ;  and  then,  my  deareft  Mr. 

*  B.  when  we  come  to  that   laft  bed, 

*  from  which  the  piety  of  our  friends 
f  mall  lift  us,  but  from  which  we  fhall 
(  never  be  able  to  raife  ourfelves ;  for, 

*  deai-  Sir,  your  Countefs,  and  you,  and 
f  your  poor  Pamela,  inuft  all  come  to 
'  this  ! — we   fhall   find  what  it  is  will 
'  give  us  the  true  joy,  and  enable  us  to 

*  iupport  the  pangs  of  the  dying-  hour.— • 

*  Think  you,  my  deareft  Sir,1  (and  I 
prefled  my  lips  to  his  forehead,  as  his 
head  was  reclined  on  my  throbbing  bo- 
ibm)  '  that  then,  in  that  important  mo- 
ment, what  now  gives  us  the  greateft 
pleafure,  will  have  any  part  in  our  con- 
nderation,  but  as  it  may  give  us  woe 
or  comfort  in  the  refle6Hon  ? 

'  But  I  will  not,  I  will  not,  O  beft 
beloved  of  my  foul,  afflict  you  farther'. 
— Why  mould  I  thus  fadden  all  your 
gaudy  profpecls  ?  I  have  faid  enough 
to  fuch  a  heartas  yours,  if  Pivine  grace 
touches  it;  And  if  not,  all  I  can  fay 
will  be  of  mo  avail  !-«-I  will  leave  you 
therefore  to  that,  and  to  your  own  re- 
flections, And  after  giving  you  ten 
thoufand  thanks  for  your  kind,  your 
indulgent  patience  with  me,  I  will  only 
beg,  that  I  niay  fet  put  in  a  week  fcu» 
3  Y  <  Kent, 
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*  Kent,  with  my  dear  Billy ;  that  you 
'  will  receive  one  letter  at  leaft,  from 
f  me,  of  gratitude  and  bleflings ;  it  (hall 

*  not  be  of  upraidings  and  exclamations. 
*  But  my  child  you  muft  not  deny  me; 
for  I  (hall  haunt,  like  his  (hadow,  every 
place  wherein  you  mail  put  my  Billy, 
if  you  mould  be  fo  unkind  to  deny 
him  to  me  ! — And  if,  moreover,  you 
will  permit  me  to  have  the  dear  Mifs 
Go6d win  with  me,  as  you  had  almoft 
given  me  room  to  hope,  I  will  read  over 
all  the  books  of  education,  anddigeft 
them,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  in  order  ta 
fend  you  my  fcheme,  and  to  (hew  you 
how  fit  I  hope  your  indulgence,  at  leaft, 
will  make  you  think  me,  of  having  two 
fuch  precious  trufts  repofed  in  me !' 

I  was  filent,  waiting  in  tears  his  an- 
fwer.  But  his  generous  heart  was  touched, 
and  feemed  to  labour  within  him  for  ex- 
premon. 

He  came  round  to  me  at  laft,  and  took 
me  in  his  arms  :  '  Exalted  creature !'  faid 
}ie;  <  noble-minded  Pamela  !  Let  no  bar 

*  be  put  between  us  henceforth!  Nowon- 

*  der,  when  one  looks  back  to  your  firft 
(  promifmgdawn  of  excellence,  thatyour 
'  fuller  day  mould  thus  irrefiftibly  dazzle 

*  fuch  weak  eyes  as  mine.  Whatever  it 

*  cofts  me,  and  I  have  been  inconiiderately 
'  led  on  by  blind  pamon  for  an  object  too 

*  charming,  but  which  I  never  thsught 

*  equal  to  my  Pamela,  I  will  (for  it  is 

*  yet,  I  blefs  God,  in  my  power)  reftore 
^  to  your  virtue  a  hufband  all  your  own/ 

f  O  Sir,  Sir!'  (and  I  flioukl  have  funk 
down  with  joy,  had  nothis  kind  arms  fup- 
ported  me)  '  what  have  you  laid  ? — Can 

*  I  be  fo  happy  as  to  behold  you  inno- 

*  cent  as  to  deed!  God,  of  his  infinite 
'  goodnefs,  continue  you  both  ib!* — And 

*  oh!  that  the  dear  lady  would  make  me 
'  as  truly  love  her,  for  the  graces  of  her 
f  mind,  as  I  admire  her  for  the  ad  van - 
'  tages  of  her  peribu !' 

*  You  are  virtue  itfelf,  my  deareft  life; 
'  and  from,  this  moment  I  will  reverence 
f  you  as  my  tutelary  angel.  I  mall  be- 

*  hold  you  with  awe,  and  implicitly  give 

*  up  my  felf  to  all  your  dictates :  for  what 

*  you  fay,  and  what  you  do,  mutt  be  ever 
f  right. — But  I  will  not,  my  cleared  life, 
'  too  lavifhly  promife,  Iplt  ypu  fhould 
f  think  it  the  fudden  effects  of  paffions 

*  thjsmovincrly  touched,  and  which  may 
f  fabfide  again,  when  the  foul,  as  you 
f  obferved  in  your  own  cafe,  finks  to  it's 
f  former  level :  but  this  I  promife  you, 
?   (and  I  hope  you  believe  me,  and  will 


'  pardon  the  pain  I  have  given  you,  which 
c  made  me  fear,  more  than  once,  that 
1  your  head  was  affected,  fo  uncommon, 
'  yet  fo  likeyourftlj]  has  been  the  manner 
1  of  your  acting)  that  I  will  break  off  a 

*  correfpondence  that  has  given  you  fo 
1  muchuneafinefs:  and  my  Pamela  may 
«  believe,  that  if  I  can  be  as  good  as  my 

*  word  in  this  point,  fhc  will  r.ever  more 
'  be  in  danger  of  any  rival  whatever. 

*  But  fay,  my  dear  love,'  (added  he) 
'  fay  you  forgive  me ;  and  refume  but 
'  your  former  chearfulnefs,  and  affec- 
'  donate  regards  to  me ;  elfe  I  (hall  fu- 

*  fpe6l  the  fmcerity  of  yourforgivenefs: 
'  and  you  mail  indeed  go  to  Kent;  but 

*  not  without  me,  nor  your  boy  neither; 
'  and,  if  you  infift  upon  it,  the  poor 

*  child  you  have  wifhccl  fo  often,  and  fo 
'  generoufly  to  have,  (hall  be  given  up 

*  absolutely  to  your  difpofal.' 

Do  you  think,  Madam,  I  could  fpeak 
any  one  diftinct  lenience  ?  No  indeed 
I  could  not — *  Parclon,  pardwn  j/out 
'  dear  Sir!' — and  I  funk  down  on  my 
knees,  from  his  arms — '  All  I  beg — All 
'  I  hope— -Tour  pardon — my  thankful - 

*  nefs> — O  fpareme — (pare  me  but  words 
— '  And  indeed  I  was  juft  choaked  with 
my  joy;  I  never  was  \b  in  my  whole  life 
before.    And  my  eyes  were  in  a  manner 
fixed,  as  the  dear  man. told  me  after- 
wards ;  and  that  he  was  a  little  ft  art  led, 
feeing  nothing  but  the  whites;  for  the 
fight  was  out  of  it's  orbits,  in  a  manner 
lifted  up  to  Heaven^ — in  extafy  for  a  turn 
fo  fudden,  and  fo  unexpected! 

We  were  forced  to  feparate  foon  after; 
for  there  was  no  bearing  each  other,  fo 
exceffive  was  my  joy,  and  his  goodnefs. 
He  left  me,  and  went  down  to  his  own 
clofet. 

Judge  my  employment  you  will,  I  am 
Hire,  my  dear  lady.  I  had  new  extafy 
to  be  bleft  with,  in  a  thankfulnefs  fo 
exalted,  that  it  left  me  all  light  and  plea- 
fant;  as  if  J  had  (hook  off  body,  and  trod 
in  air  ;  fo  much  heavinefs  had  I  loft,  and 
fo  much  joy  had  I  received! — From  two 
fuch  extremes,  how  was  it  poflible  I  could 
prefently  hit  the  medium! — For  when  I 
had  given  up  my  beloved  hufband,  as  loft 
tome,  and  had  dreaded  the  confequences 
to  his  future  ftate;  to  find  him  not  only 
untainted  as  to  deed,  but,  in  all  proba- 
bility, mine  upon  better  and  furer  terms 
than  ever — O,  Madam !  muft  not  this 
give  a  joy  beyond  all  joy,  and  furpaflmg 
all  exprcfilon  ! 

About  eight  o'clock  Mr.  B.  fent  me 
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up  thefe  lines  from  his  clofet,  which  will 
explain  what  I  meant,  as  to  the  papers  I 
muft  beg  your  ladyfhip  to  return  me. 

'    MY    DEAR    PAMELA, 

*  T  Have  fo  much  real  concern  at  the 
•*•  l  angui  fill  have  given  you,  and  am 
fo  much  afFecled  with  the  recollection 
of  the  uncommon  fcenes  which  pafled 
between  us,  juft  now,  that  I  write,  be- 
caufe  I  know  not  how  to  look  fo  ex- 
cellent a  creature  inthe  face — You  muft 
therefore  fup  without  me,  and  take 
your  Mrs.  Jervis  to  bed  with  you  ; 
who,  I  doubt  not,  knows  all  this  af- 
fair ;  and  you  may  tell  her  the  happy 
event. 

*  You  muft  not  interfere  with  me  juft 
now,  my  dear,  while  I  am  writing  upon 
a  fubjecl:  which  takes  up  all  my  atten- 
tion ;  and  which,  requiring  great  de- 
licacy, I  may,  poffibly,  be  all  night 
before  I  can  pleai'e  myfelf  in  it. 
'  1  am  determined,  abfolutely,  to 
make  good  my  promife  to  you.  'But 
if  you  have  written  to  your  mother, 
to  Mifs  Darnford,  or  to  Lady  Davers, 
any  thing  of  this  affair,  you  muft  mew 
me  the  copies  cf  your  letters,  and  let 
me  into  every  tittle  how  you  came  by 
your  information.-—  I  folemnly  pro- 
mife you,  on  my  honour,  (that  has  not 
yet  been  violated  to  you,  and  I  hope 
never  will)  that  not  a  foul  fhall  know 
or  fuffer  by  the  communication,  not 
eVen  Turner;  for  I  am  confident  he 
has  had  fome  hand  in  it.  This  re- 
queft  you  muft  comply  with,  if  you 
can  confide  in  me  ;  for  I  fhall  make 
fome  ufe  of  it,  (as  prudent  an  one  as  I 
am  able)  for  the  fake  of  every  one  con- 
cerned, in  the  conclufion  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  lady  and  my- 
felf. Whatever  you  may  have  laid, 
in  the  bitternefs  of  your  heart,  in  the 
letters  I  require  to  fee,  or  whatever  any 
of  thofe,  to  whom  they  are  directed, 
mall  fay,  on  the  bad  profpecl:,  mall  be 
forgiven,  and  looked  upon  as  deferved, 
by  your  ever -obliged  and  faithful,  &c . ' 

I  returned  the  following  : 

'    DEAREST,  DEAR    SIR, 

*  T  Will  not  break  in  upon  you,  while 

yen  are  fo  importantly  employed. 
(  Mrs.  Jervis  has  indeed  feen  my  con- 
'  cern  for  fome  time  paft,  and  has  heard 

*  rumours,  as  I  know  by  hints  me  has 

*  from  time  to  tims  given  me  \  but  her 


*  prudence,  and  my  referves,  have  kept 
'  us  from  faying  any  thing  to  one  an- 
f  other  of  it.     Neither  my  mother  nor 
1  Mifs  Darnford  know  a  tittle  of  it  from, 
'me.     I  have  received  a  letter  of  civi* 

*  lity  from  Mifs,  and  have  anfwered  it, 

*  taking  and  giving  thanks  for  the  plea- 
'  lure  of  each  other's  company,  and  beft 
'  refpefts  from  her,  and  the  Lincolnfhire 
'  families,   to  your  dear  felf.     Thefe, 
'  my  copy,  and  her  original,  you  mall 
1  fee  when  you  pkafe.     But,   in  truth, 
'  all  that  has  pcuTtd,   is  between  Lady 
'  Daven  and  me*  and  I  have  not  kept 
'  copies  of  mine  j  but  I  will  dilpatch  a 
'  meffenger  to  her  ladyfhip  for  them,  if 
'  you  pleafe,  in  the  morning,  before  it  is 

*  light ;  not  doubting  your  kind  promife 
'  of  excufing  every  thing;    and  every 
(  body. 

'  I  beg,  dear  Sir,  you  will  take  care 
'  your  health  fuffers  not  by  your  fitting 
'  up  ;  for  the  nights  are  cold  and  damp. 

'  I  will,  now  you  have  given  me  the 
{  liberty,  let  Mrs.  Jervis  know  how 
f  happy  you  have  made  me,  by  difll- 
'  pating  my  fears,  and  the  idle  rumours, 
'  as  I  mall  call  them  to  her,  of  calum- 
'  niators. 

t  God  blefs  you,  dear  Sir,  for  your 
'  goodnefs  and  favour  to  jour  e^er- 
<  dutiful 

*  P.  B.* 

He  was  pleafed  to  return  me  this  : 

'    MY  DEAR   LIFE, 

'  "yOU  need  not  be  in  fuch  hafte  to 
•*•  (  fend.  If  you  write  to  Lady  Da- 
f  vers  how  the  matter  has  ended,  let  me 
'  fee  the  copy  of  it  :  and  be  very  parti- 
'  cular  in  jcurt  or  rather  my  trial.  It 
(  fhall  be  a  ftandingleflbn  to  me  for  my 
'  future  inftrucHon;  as  it  will  be  a  frefh 
'  demoriftrationofyourexcellence,which 
'  every  hour  I  more  and  more  admire. 

*  I  am  glad  Lady  Davers  only  knows 
'  the  matter.     I  think  I  ought  to  avoid 
'  feeing  you,  till  I  can  affure  you,  that 

*  every  thing  is  accommodated  to  your 
'  defire.     Longman  has  fent  me  fome 

*  advices,  which  will  make  it  proper  for 

*  me  to  meet  him  at  Bedford  or  Glqu- 
«  cefter.     I  will  not  go  to  Tunbridge, 
'  till  I  have  all  your  papers;    and  fo 
'  you'll  have  three  days  time  to  procure 
'  them.     Your  boy,  and  yourpenman- 
'  Ihip  will  find  you  no  difagrecable  em- 
'  ployment  till  I  return.     Neverthelefs, 

*  on  fecond  thoughts,  I  will  do  myfelf 

3  Y  a  «  the 


A  M  EL  A. 


«  the  pleasure  of  breakfafiing  with  you 
*  in  the  morning,  to  re  -a  flu  re  you  of  my 
'  unalterable  purpofe  to  approve  myfelf, 
'  my  dear  eft  life,  ever  faithfully  yours." 

'  Thus,  I  hope,  is  hazily  ended  this 
dreadful  affair.  My  next  mall  inform 
your  la.lyfhip  of  the  particulars  of  our 
breakfaft  converfation.  But  I  would 
not  flip  this  pott,  without  acquainting 
you  with  this  bluffed  turn  ;  and  to  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  fend  me  back  my  let- 
ters 5  which  will  lay  a  new  obligation 
upon,  dear  Madam,  your  obliged  fijler, 
and  humble  fervant, 

P.B. 


LETTER    XXXIIL 

•VY    DEAREST   I.  A1>Y, 

YOUR  joyful  correfpondent  has  ob- 
tained leave  to  get  every  thing  rea- 
dy to  quit  London  by  Friday  next,  when 
your  kind  brother  promifes  to  carry  me 
clown  to  Kent,  and  allows  me  to  take 
my  charmer  with  rne.  There's  happi- 
nefs  for  you,  Madam  !  To  fee,  as  I  hope 
1  fhall  fee,  upon  one  bleffed  ipot,  a  dear 
t'-iithful  hu(band,  a  beloved  child,  and  a 
father  and  mother,  whom  I  fo  much  love 
and  honour  I 

Mr.  B.  told  me  this  voluntarily,  this 
morning  at  breakfaft  5  and  then,  in  the 
kindcft  manner,  took  leave  of  me,  and 
let  out  for  Bedfordshire. 

But  I  fliould,  according  to  my  pro- 
mi  fe,  give  your  lady  {hip  a  few  particu- 
lars of  our  breakfaft  conference. 

I  bid  Polly  withdraw,  when  her  matter 
came  up  to  breakfaft,;  and  I  ran  to  the 
door  to  meet  him,  anU  threw  myfelf  on 
my  knees  :  '  O  forgive  me,  deareft,  dear 
4  Sir,  all  my  boldnefs  of  yefterday! — My 

*  heart  was  ftrangely  affecled- — or  I  could 

*  not  have  acted  as  I  did.     But  never 

*  fear,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  that  my  future 

*  conduct  (hall  be  different  from  what  it 

*  ufed  to  be,  or  that  I  ffcall  keep  up  to  a 

*  fpirit,  which  you  hardly  thought  had 
'  place  in  the  heart  of  your  dutiful  Pa- 

*  mela,  till  me  was  thus  feverely  tried.1 

*  I  have  weighed  well  your  conducl, 

*  my  dear  life,1  raifing  me  to  his  bofom ; 

*  and  I  find  an  uniformity  in  it,  that  is 
'  lurprifingly  juft. 

*  There  is  in  your  compofition  indeed, 
'  the  ft  range  ft  mixture  of  meeknefs  and 

*  high  fpiiit,  that  ever  I  met  with.  Ne- 
'  vcr  was  a  faucier  dear  girl  than  you, 


f  in  your  maiden  days,  when  you  thought 
'  your  honour  in  danger  :  never  a  more 
'  condefcending  goodnefs,  when  your 
'  fears  were  at  an  end.  Now  again, 

*  when  you  had  reaibn,  as  you  believed, 
f  to  apprehend  a  conduct  in  me,   un- 
'  worthy  of  my  obligations  to  you,  and 
'  of  your  purity,  you  rite  in  your  fpirir, 
'  with  a  dignity  that  becomes  an  injured 

*  perfon  ;  and  yet  you  forget  not,  in  the 

*  'height  of  your  refentments,  that  ange- 
'  lick  fweetnefs  of  temper,  and  readinefs 

*  to  forgive,  which  fo  well  become  a  lady 
'  who  lives  as  you  live,and  praitiies  what 
'  you  praclife.     My  deareft  Pamela,  I 

*  fee,'  continued  he,  *  ferves  not  GOD 
4  for  nought :  in  a  better  fenfe  I  fpeak 
'  it,  than  the  maligner  fpoke  it  of  Job  : 
'  fmce  in  every  a6tion  of  yours,    the 
1  heavenly  direction  you  fo  conftantly 

*  invoke,  mews  itfelf  thus  beautifully. 

*  And  now  again,  this  charmingcon- 
'  defcenfion,  the  moment  you  are  made 

*  eafy,  is  an  affurance,  that  your  affec- 
'  tionate  fweetnefs    is   returned:  and  I 

*  cannot  fear  any  thing,  but  that  I  mail 
'  never  be  able  to  defervc  it.' 

He  led  me  to  the  tea-table,  and  fat 
down  clofe  by  me.  Polly  came  in..  *  If 
'  every  thing,'  faid  he,  '  be  here,  that 

*  your  lady  wants,  you  may  withdraw ; 
'  and  let  Colbrand  and  Abraham  know, 

*  I  fliall  be  with  them  prctcntly. — No- 
'  body  (hall  wait  upon  me,  but  you,  my 
'  dear.' 

Polly  withdrew. 

*  You  are  all  goodnefs,  Sir :  and  how 
'  generoufiy,  how  kindly,    do  you  ac- 
'  count  for  that  mixture  in  my  temper 
'  you  fpeak  of! — Depend  upon  it,  dear 
'  Sir,  that  I  will  never  grow  upon  this 

'  *  your  indulgence ."* 

*  I  always  loved  you,  my  deareft,'  faid 
he,  *  and  that  with   a  paffionate  fond- 

*  nefs,  which  has  not,  I  dare  fay,  many 
(  examples  in  the  m?rried  life :    but  I 
'  revere  yoxi  now.     And  fo  great  is  my 
'  reverence  for  your  virtue,  that  I  choie 
'  to  fit  up  all  night,  as  I  now  do,  to  leave 

*  yon  for  a  few  days,  until,   by  difen- 

*  gaging   myfelf  from  all  intercourfes 

*  that  have  given  you  uneafuiefs,  I  can 
f  convince   you,   that  I    have  rendered 
'  myfelf  as  worthy  as  lean  be,  of  fuch 
'  an  angel,  even  upon  your  own  terms. 
'  I  will  account  to  you,1  continued  he, 

*  for  every  ftep  I  ftjall  take,  and  will  re- 
'  veal  to  you  every  ftep  I  have  taken : 

*  for  this  I  can  do,  becaufe  the  lady's 
6  honour  is  untainted,  and  wicked  ru- 

<  mour 
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rr  has  treated  her  worfe  than  me 
*  could  deferve.' 

I  told  him,  that  iince  he  ha:!  been 
plea  fed  to  name  tiie  lady,  I  would  take 
the  liberty  to  lay,  I  was  glad,  for  her 
own  lake,  to  bear  that.  Changing  the 
fuhieot  a  little  precipitately,  as  it  it  gave 
him  pa'in,  het<«J  me,  as  above,  that  I 
mi^ht  prepare  on  Friday  for  Kent ;  and 

,:  i  with  him  with  greater  pieafure 
than  ever  I  did  in  iny  life.  So  neeeffary 
Sometimes  are  ailV:6Vicnp,  not  only  to 
teach  one  how  to  fubdue  one's  pa'lions, 
and  to  make  us,  in  our  happiell  Hates, 
•know  we  arc  ftill  on  earth,  but  even 

ihey  are  over-blown  to  augment 
and  redouble  our  joys  ! 

I  am  now  giving  orders  for  my  jour- 

nd  quitting  this  undelightful  town, 

as  been,  and  is,  to  me.  My  next 
\viil  be  from  Kent,  I  hope  ;  and  perhaps 
I  mail  then  have  an  opportunity  to  ac- 
quaint yoi.r  ladyJhip  with  the  particulars, 
and  (if  GOD  anfwers  my  prayers)  the 
con.-luiion  of  the  affair,  which  has  given 
me  fo  much  xmeaiinels. 

,:i  time,  lam,  with   the   greateft 

de,  for  the  kindihareyou  have 
takin  in  my  palt  affiiclions,  my  good 
ladv,  your  ladyjlnp  s  mojl  obliged  Jifter 
and  llrvant. 

P.B. 


LETTER      XXXIV. 

MY    D  F.  A  R  F.  S  T   PAMELA, 

INCLOSED  are  all  the  letters  you 
fend  for.  I  rejoice  with  yon  upon 
'the  turn  this  afflicting  affair  has  taken, 
through  your  inimitable  prudence,  and 
a  courage  I  thought  not  in  you. — A 
wretch  ! — to  give  you  fo  much  difcom- 
poliire! — But  I  will  not,  if  he  be  good 
rave  againft  him,  as  I  was  going 
to  do — I  am  impatient  to  hear  what  ac- 
count he  gives  of  the  matter.  I  hope 
he  will  be  able  to  abandon  this — I  won't 
call  her  names  ;  for  fhe  loves  the  wretch; 
and  that,  if  he  be  juit  to  jou,  vvilJ  be  her 
pumfhmcnt. 

What  care  ought  thefe  young  widows 
to  take  of  their  reputation  ? — And  how 
watchful  ought  they  to  be  over  them- 
fdves? — She  was  hardly  out  of  her 
weeds,  and  yet  mult  go  to  a  mafque- 
vatle,  and  tempt  her  fate,  with  ail  her 
•.is  about  her,  with  an  independence, 
and  an  affluence  of  fortune,  that  made 


her  able  to  think  of  nothing  but  gratify- 
ing them. 

Then  her  lord  and  fhe  had  been 
married  but  barely  two  years;  and  one 
of  them,  ihe  was  forced,  with  the  gaydt 
temper  in  the  world,  to  be  his  nurfr: 
for,  always  inclined  to  a  confumptivc 
indiipoiition,  he  languifhed,  without 
hope,  a  twelvemonth,  and  then  died. 

She  has  good  qualities  —  is  generous  — 
noble  —  tmt  has  ilrong  pallions,  and  is 
though  fiefs  and  precipitant. 

My  lord  came  home  to  me  la  ft  Tucf- 
day,  with  a  long  ftory  of  my  brother 
and  her:  for  I  had  ktpt  the  matter  as 
fecrei:  as  I  could,  for  his  fake  and  yours. 
It  feeins  he  had  it  from  Sir  John  —  -  uncle 
to  the  young  Lord  C.  who  is  very  earner: 
to  bring  on  a  treaty  of  marriage  b. 
her  and  his  nephew,  who  is  in  love  with 
her,  and  is  a  fine  young  gentleman  : 
but  has  held  back,  on  the  libeiti. 
has  lately  given  herfelf  with  my  ix 

I  hope  Ihe  is  innocent,  as  to  fnct;  but 
v  r.ot  what  to  fay  to  it.    Ileought 
to  be  hanged,  ;f  he  did  not  fay  fh... 
Yet  I  have  a  great  opinion  of  hi-. 
city  :   and  yet  he  is  io  bold  a  wretch  !  — 
And  her  inconfideration  is  fo  great  !  - 

But  left  I  mould  alarm  your  fear?,  I 
will  wait  till  I  have  the  account  he  gives 
you  of  this  dark  affair-  till  when,  I 
gratulate  you  upon  the  leave  you  have 
obtained  to  quit  the  town,  and  on  your 
fetting  out  for  a  place  fo  much  nearer  to 
Tuobrldge.  Forgive  me,  Pamela;  but 
he  is  an  intriguing  wretch,  and  I  would 
not  have  you  to  be  too  fecure,  left  the 
di  {appointment  fhould  be  worle  for  you, 
than  what  you  knew  before  :  but  allure 
yourfelf,  that  I  am,  in  all  cafes  ami 
events,  jour  affectionate  fijler  and  ad- 
mirer, 

B.  DAVERS. 

P.  S.  Your  bar,  and  fome  other  parti 
of  your  conduct  in  your  trial,  as  you 
call  it,  make  me  (as,  by  your  account, 
it  leerned  to  do  him)  apprehenfive, 
that  you  would  hardly  have  been  able 
to  have  kept  your  intellect  ib  untouched 
as  were  to  be  wifhed,  had  this  affair 
proceeded.  And  this,  as  it  would 
have  been  the  moft  deplorable  mil- 
fortune  that  could  have  befallen  \is, 
who  love  and  admire  ou  fo 


redoubles  my  joy,  that  it  is  likely  to 
end  ib  happily.     God  fend  it  may  ! 

LETTER 
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LETTER      XXXV. 

FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  LADY  DAVERS. 
MY   DEAREST   LADY, 

MR.  B.  came  back  from  Bedford- 
mire  to  his  time.  Every  thing 
being  in  readinefs,  we  fet  out  with  my 
baby,  and  his  nurfe.  Mrs.  Jervis,  when 
every  thing  in  London  is  fettled  by  her 
direction,  goes  to  Bedfordmire. 

We  were  .met  by  my  father  and  mo- 
ther in  a  chaife  and  pair,  which  your 
kind  brother  had  prefented  to  them  un- 
known to  me,  that  they  might  often  take 
the  air  together,  and  go  to  church  in  it, 
(which  is  at  lome  diftance  from  them) 
on  Sundays.  The  driver  is  clothed  in  a 
good  brown  cloth  iuit,  but  no  livery  j 


for  that  my  parents   could   not  have 

borne,  as 

consider. 


my   par 
Mr.  B. 


's  goodnefs  made  him 


Your  ladylhip  muff  needs  think,  how 
we  were  all  overjoyed  at  this  meeting: 
for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  exprefs  how 
much  I  was  trani'ported  when  we  arriv- 
ed at  the  farm-houie,  to  fee  all  I  delight- 
ed in,  -upon  one  happy  fpot  together. 

Mr.  B.  is  much  pleaied  with  the  al- 
teraiions  made  here*}  and  it  is  a  fweet, 
rural,  and  convenient  place. 

We  were  welcomed  inro  thefe  parts 
fty  the  lx.il;;,  and  by  the  minilter,  and 
people  of  moft  notej  and  were  at  church 
together  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  B.  is  to  fet  out  on  Tuefday  for 
Tunbridge,  with  my  papers.  A  happy" 
iifue  attend  that  affair,  I  pray  God !  He 
has  given  me  the  following  particulars 
ef  it,  to  the  time  of  my  trial,  beginning 
at  the  mafquerade. 

He  lays,  that  at  the  mafquerade,  when, 
pleafed  with  the  fair  Nun's  fhape,  air, 
and  voice,  he  had  followed  her  to  a  cor- 
ner moft  unobferved,  {he  laid  in  Italian 
— *  Why  are  my  retirements  invaded, 
'  audacious  Spaniard?1 

*  Becauie,  my  dear  Nun,  I  hope  you 
'  would  have  it  fo.' 

I1  I  can  no  otherwife,'  returned  me, 
"  ftrike  dead  thy  -bold  prefumption,  than 
"  to  (hew  thee  mv  fcorn  and  anger  thus!" 
— {  and  fhe  un'malking  furpnfecl  me,' 
faid  Mr.  B.  '  with  a  face  as  beautiful, 
«  but  not  fo  foft  as  my  Pamela' s. — 
«'  AmlI,"faidMr.B."  to  (hew  I  can  defy 
<c  your  refentment,  will  fhew  yov»  acoun- 
"  tenanceas  intrepid,  as  your's  is  lovely." 
And  fo  he  drew  *iiue  his  mark  too. 


He  fays,  he  obferved  his  fair  Nun  to 
be  followed  wherever  me  went,  by  a 
maflc  habited  like  Teftimony  in  Sir 
Courtly  Nice,  whofe  attention  was  fixed 
upon  her  and  him ;  and  he  doubted  not, 
that  it  was  Mr  .Turner .  So  he  and  the  fair 
Nun  took  different  ways,  and  he  joined 
me  and  Mifs  Darnford.  and  found  me 
engaged  in  the  manner  I  related  to  your 
ladymip,  in  a  former  letter}  and  his  Nun 
at  his  elbow  unexpected . 

That  afterwards,  as  he  wa,s  engaged 
in  French  with  a  lady  who  had  the  drefs 
of  an  Indian  Princefs,  and  the  mafk  of 
an  Ethiopian,  his  fair  Nun  faid,  in  broken 
Spani(h — *  Artthou  at  all  complexions  ? 

*  — By  St.  Ignatius,  I  believe  thou'rt  a 

*  rover  P 

'  I  am  trying,'  replied  he,  in  Italian, 

*  whether  I  can  meet  with  any  lady  com- 
1  parable  to  my  lovely  Nun.' 

(  And  what  is  the  refult?* 

s  Not  one  :  no,  not  one.' 

'  I  wifh  you  could  not  help  being  in 
'  earneft,' faid  (he;  and  (lid  fiom  him. 

He  engaged  her  next  at  the  fide-board, 
drinking  under  her  veil  a  glafs  of  Cham- 
paign. f  Yo\i  know,  Pamela,'  faid  he, 

*  there  never  was  a  fweeter  mouth  in  the 
1  world  than  the  Countefs's,  except  your 
(  own.'     She  drew  away  the  glafs,  as 
.if  unobferved  by  any  body,  to  ihe'w  me 
the  lower  part  of  her  face. 

'  I  cannot  fay,'  continued  he,  '  but 
(  I  was  llruck  with  her  charming  man- 
c  ner,  and  an  unrefervcdnefs  of  air  and 
'  behaviour,  that  I  had  not  before  fcen 
'  fo  becoming — The  place,  and  the  free- 
'  dom  of  converfation  and  deportment 
'  allowed  there,  gave  her  great  advan- 
1  tages,  in  my  eye,  although  her  habit 
'  required,  as  I  thought,'  continued  he, 
'  a  little  more  gravity  and  circumfpec- 
'  tion  :  and  I  could  not  tell  how  to  re- 
4  lift  a  fec'ret  pride  and  vanity,  which  is 

*  but  too  natural  to  both  fexes,  when 

*  they  are  taken  notice  of  by  perfons  fo 
'  worthy  of  regard. 

'  Naturally  fond  of  every  thing  that 

*  carried  the  face  of  an  inti  igjue,  I  long- 

*  ed  to  know  who  this  charming  Nun 
1  was.  And  next  time  I  engaged  her— 
«  My  good  fifter,"  faid  I,  "how  happy 
"  mould  I  be,  if  I  might  be  admitted  to  a 
"  converfation  with  you  at  your  grate  ?" 

"  Aniwer  me,"  faid  me,  "  thou  bold 
"  Spaniard,"  (for  that  was  a  name  me 
'  feemed  fond  to  call  me  by,  which 

*  gave   me  to  imagine,    that  boldnefs 

'  was 
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«  was  a  qualification  with  which  (he  was 
«  notdifpleafed:  "Tis  not  unuiual  with 

*  our  vain  fex,'  obferved  he,  «  to  con- 

*  ftrue  even  reproaches  to  our  advantage) 
'-*  Is  the  lady  here,  whole  (hackies  thou 
"   we  3  re  it?" 

"  Do  I  look  like  a  man  (hackled,  my 
«  faireft  Nun?" 

«  Xo — no!  not  much  like  fuch  an  one. 
<{  But  I  fancy  thy  wife  is  either  a  UFitio*w 
(<  or  a  Quaker  T'' 

"  Neither,11   replied    I,    taking,   by 

*  equivocation,  her  queiUon  literally. 
"And  art  thou  not  a  married  wretch  ? 

"  Anfwer  me  quickly! — We  are  ob- 
"  ferved." 

«  No,"  faid  I. 

"  Swear  to  me,  thou  art  not." 

"  By  St.  Ignatius  then :"  for,  my  dear, 
'  I  was  no  wretch,  you  know. 

"  Enough!"  faidihe — and  (lid  away; 
'  and  the  Fanatkk  would  fain  have  en- 

*  gaged  her,  but  (he  avoided  him  as  in- 
'  duitrioufly. 

'  Before  I  was  aware,"1  continued  Mr. 
B.  '  (lie  was  at  my  elbow,  and,  in  Ita- 

*  lian,  faid — "  That  fair  Quaker  yonder 
*'  is  the  wit  of  the  affemblee  :  her  eyes 
((  feem  always  dire£led  to  thy  motions: 
*'  and  her  perfon  (hews  fome  intimacies 
"  have  paffed  with  fomebody.  is  it  with 
"  thee?" 

"  It  would  be  my  glory  if  it  was," 
'  faid  I,  "  were  her  face  anfwerable  to 
>e  her  perfon." 
1      "  Is  it  not?" 

"  I  long  to  .know,1' replied  Mr.  B. 

"  I  am  glad  thou  doft  not." 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  my  fair  Nun  fay 
*«  that." 

"  Dortthou,"  faid  (he,  "hate  (hackles? 
-*'  Or  is  it,  that  thy  hour  is  not  yet  come?" 

"  I  wi(h,"  replied  he,  "  this  be  not 
"  the  hour,  the  very  hour!"  pretending 
(naughty  gentleman! — Whatways  thefe 
men  have ! — )to  figh. 

She  went  again  to  the  fide-board,  put 
her  handkerchief  upon  it.  Mr.  B.  fol- 
lowed her,  and  obferved  all  her  motions. 
She  drank  a  gla£s  of  lemonade,  as  he  of 
Burgundy  5  and  a  perfon  in  a  domine, 
who  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  King,pafTmg 
by,  took  up  every  one's  attention  but 
Mr.  B/s,  who  eyed  her  handkerchief, 
not  doubting  but  (he  laid  it  there  on  pur- 
pofe  to  forget  to  take  it  up.  According- 
ly me  left  it  there;  and  flipping  by  him, 
he,  unobferved,as  he  believes,  put  it  in  his 
pocket,  and  at  the  corner  found  the  cover 
.of  a  letter — 'To  the  Right  Honourable 
f  the  Countefs  Dowagev  of  < — «t  f  * 


That  after  this,  the  fair  Nun  was  fo 
fliy,  fo  referved,  and  feemed  fo  (tudioully 
to  avoid  him,  that  he  had  no  opportunity 
to  return  her  handkerchief ;  and  the  Fa- 
natickcbferving  how  me  (manned  him, 
laid,  in  French — '.What,  Monfieur,  have 

*  you  done  to  your  Nun  ?' 

'  I  found  her  to  be  a  very  coquette  ; 

*  and  told  her  fo ; — and  (he  is  offended.* 
'  How  could  you  affront  a  lady,'  re- 
plied he, '  with  ftrch  a  charming  fact?* 

1  By  that,  I  had  re  alb  n  to  think,'  faid 
Mr.  B.  *  that  he  had  feen  her  unmaflc; 

*  and  I  faid — "  It  becomes  not  any  cha- 
tc  racier,  but  that  you  wear,  to  pry  into 
"  the  fecretsof  others,  in  order  to  make 
"  ill-natured  remarks,  and  perhaps  to 
"  take  ungentlemanlike  advantages." 

"  No  man  would  make  thatobferva- 
"  tion,"  returned  he,  "whole  views 
"  would  bear  prying  into." 

1  I  was  nettled,'  laid  Mr.  B. '  at  this 

*  warm  retort,  and  drew  afide  my  ma(k : 
"  Nor  would  any  man,  who  wore  not  a 
"  ma(k,  tell  mefo!" 

*  He  took  not  the  challenge,  and  flid 

*  from  me,  and  I  law  him  no  more  that 

*  night. "" 

*  So!1  thought  I,  '  another  inftance 
'  this  might  have  been  of  the  glorious 
'  confequences  of  mafquerading.'' — O 
my  lady,  thefe  mafquerades  aie  abomi- 
nable things ! 

The  King,  they  faid,  met  with  a  free 
fpeaker  that  night:  in  truth,  I  was  not 
very  lorry  for  it;  for  if  monarchs  will 
lay  afide  their  fovereign  diltinclions,  and 
mingle  thus  in  mafqucrade  with  the 
worlt  as  well  as  the  higheft  (I  cannot 
fay  befl}  of  their  fubjecls,  let  'em  take 
the  confequence.  Perhaps  they  might 
have  a  chance  to  hear  more  truth  here 
than  in  their  palaces— the  only  good 
that  pollibly  can  accrue  from  them — that 
is  to  fay — If  they  made  a  good  ufe  of  it 
when  they  heard  it.  For,  you  fee,  my 
monarch,  though  told  the  truth,  as  it 
happened,  received  the  hint  with  more 
refentment  than  thankfulnefs  ! — So,  'tis 
fco  likely,  did  the  monarch  of  us  both. 

And  now,  my  lady,  you  need  not 
doubt,  that  fo  polite  a  gentleman  would 
find  an  opportunity  to  return  the  Nun 
her  handkerchief ! — To  befure  he  would : 
for  what  man  of  honour  would  rob  a 
lady  of  any  part  of  her  apparel  ?  And 
•  mould  he,  that  wanted  t  ^  fteal  a  heart, 
content  himfelf  with  a  handkerchief?— 
No,  no,  that  was  not  to  be  expected.— 
So,  what  does  he  do,  but  refolve,  the 
yti  v  next  dav,  after  dinner,  the  fooneft 

oppor- 
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:';ity  he  could  well  take,  beca-sfe  cf 
the  late  hours  the  night  before,  to  pur- 
itie  this  affair!'  Accordingly,  the  poor 
Quaker,  litri^  thinking-  of  the  matter, 
away  goes  hetf  naughty  Spaniard,  to  find 
out  his  Nun  at  her  grate,  or  in  her  par- 
lour rather. 

He  aiks  for  the  Countefs.     Is  - 
ted  into  the  outward  parlour  —  her  wo- 
man  conies  down;  requires  his   name 
and  bufmefs.     His  name  hv. 
not.      His  buimeii.  was,   to  ;•.<;!  tore  into 
her  lady's  own  hards,  •  e  hid 

til-opt  the  night  IK  :  .  b  de  fired  to 

" 


>     I  ilioxild  have  tcld  yovr  laiivfhio,  that 

M  dreifed  very  richly  —  having  no 

at  all,  to  make  conquells  5  no, 

•icked  love  of  itv.nguc  ! 

-~A  kind  of  olive-coloured  velvet,  and 

fine  brocaded  waiftcoat.     I  laid,  when 

he  took  leave  of  me  —  '  You're  a  charm  - 

'  ing  Mr.  B."  and  faiuted  him,    more 

jwfifiingly  than  he  relumed  it;  but  iittb 

did  I  think,  when  I  plaited  fo  fmooth 

his  rich  laced  nifties,  and  bofom,  where 

gf:ing,  or  what  he  li^d  in   his 

plotting  heart.  —He  went  in   his  own 

chariot,  that  he  did  :  Ib  that  he  had  no 

,  to  conceal  who  I  Btot  in- 

,  a  new  conqueii:,  vanity,  pi-; 

O  theft  men!—  They  h:ul  need  talk  of 

1  —  Btit  it  is  half  our  own  fault,  in- 

it  is,  to  encourage  their  vanity. 

H,  Madam,  ii*  waited  till  his'llntj- 

\vas  moved  to  fend  up  again,  that 

•.:id  wait  on  her  lady  fliip  iome  other 

time.  —  So  down  /lie  came,  dreiled  molt 

richly,  jev/els  in  her  bread,  and  in  her 

'.  s  —  but  with  a  very  referved 

;HA!   ihudy   air  —  He   approached  her  — 

I    fee  him,  dear  {aucy  gentle- 

',  what  a  no- 

•:nev  of  addrtfs  he  has! 

He  took  the  h.:ir,:!kc-rchiet"frcm  his  bo- 

fom  with  an  ;  i;  ;  :.-.!  killing  it,  pref^nt- 

ed  it  to  her,  Ihying—  '  This  happy 

*  vims  re'ftpreci,  Ix-gs  leave  by  me,  toac- 
f  knowledge  it's  lovt]*  o\ 

'  \Vhat  mean    you',   S':J  :  —  \Vhu  be 

fcTii?' 
*   \  ou;  ln.(]v(hi;j  will  excuie  me  :   but 

*  I  am  incapable  of  meaning  any  thing 

*  ^'-:;  -~-(No,  to  he 
fire)—'  ".  ,()U  it.ft   lait 

*  nigb.t,  v.'itcn  tlie  dominetook  lip 

*  one's    attention  'out  mine,  wi.ich  wr's 
'  -much  IK:-  \-  and  T  i^e  the 
f   liberty  to  r^ftore  it  to  you/ 


one  corner.     (  'Tis  true,  Sir,  I  fee  now 

*  it  is  one  of  mine:  but  ihch  a  trifle  was 
'  not  worthy  of  being  brought  by  fuch 

*  a  gentleman  as  you   feem  to  be;  nor 
c  of  my  trouble  to' receive  it  in  pcrlbn. 
'  Your  fervant,  Sir,   might   have  deli- 

!  ihe  bagatelle  to  mine/ 
«  Nothing  fhonld  be  called  fo  that  be- 

*  longs  to  the  Countefs  of .' 

*  She    was  no    Couutcfs,    Sir,    that 
'  dropt  tiiat  handkerchief  ;  and  a  gtn- 

*  tlcnian  \vould  not  attempt 

•:'.v;;/^/y,  through  the  difguifes 
1  that  a  lady  thinks  p  fume  ; 

1  efpeciaily  at  fuch  a  place,  where  every 
'  inqi:iry  fhould  begin  and  end.' 

This,  Madam,  from  a  lady,  who  had 
unmafke'd — became  /be  oiw'ttM    net  he 
:.' — Very     p;ttty,    iruLcdl — Oh! 
thefe     flight    cobweb  'airs   of  moelcily  ! 
fo    eafily     f  .:>•• — Hence  fuch 

advantages  aguinit  us  are  taken  by  the 
men. 

She  had  looked  out  of  her  window,  and 
feen  no  arms  quartered  with  his  own; 
for  you  know,  my  lady,  I  would  never 
permit  any  to  be  procured  for  ir. 
ihe  doubted  not,  it  feems,  but  he  was 
an  unmarried  gaitknian,  ns  he  had  in- 
tiniatf'l  tciier  the  night  before. 

.old  lier  it  was  iinpoiTiSb,  after 
having  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
fineft  lady  in  the  world,  not  to  wifh  to 
il-e  her  agaia;  and  that  he  hoped  he  did 
not  unbecomingly ',  break  through  hcrla- 
dyfhip'srcfevves:  nor  had  he  made  any 
inquiries  either  on  the  fpr.t,  or  off  of  ii'; 
having  had  a  much  better  direction*  by 
acciJer.t, 

c  As  how,   Sir  ?'  faid  Hie,  as.  he  toM 
me,  with  fo  bewitching  an  air,  bti 
attentive  and    pleafant,   that,  -bold  gen- 
tleman, forrrcttingail  mannerot  dii 

':   heciaipedius   arms  round 
her  wai't,   and  ib  luted  h.-r,   ttruggling 
with  anger    and   indignation,  he 
but  I  think  little  of  that ! 

«   Whence     this     iniblence?— ! 

<  now,  S'n! — Begone,"  were  her- 
and    ihe  r-;  [£$  but   he  :: 
baek                        door— (I  never  heard 
4i?ch    boldnefs  in  niv  life,  Mad, un  !)— , 
tiirtlrc  would  fo;-g!\e  him. — And  it  is 

-.-A  ib  angiy  ^  '^ 

:;     ior    her  -'    !ne 

was    calmor:     '  ,      ^i(t    fiie« 

wit! i  theh:'. 

<  in  it,1 

flic  faid — » 
jt,  of  von; 
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*  intrepidnefs:  I  think. you  are  the  bold - 

*  eft  man  I  ever   met  with:    but,    Sir, 

*  furely  you  ought   to  know,  that  you 

*  are  not'now  in  the  Haymarket.' 

I  think,  truly,  Madam,  the  lady- 
might  have  faved  herfelf  that  ipeech ;  for, 
upon  my  word ,  .they  neither  of  them 
wore  mafks. — Though  they  ought  to 
have  put  on  one  of  blufhes. — I  am 
lure  I  do  for  them,  while  I  am  writing. 

Her  irrefiftible  lovelinefs  ferved  for 
an  excufe,  that  flie  could  not  difapprove 
from  a  man  me  difitked  not;  and  his 
irrelitiible — may  I  fay,  affurance,  Ma- 
dam ? — found  too  ready  an  excufe. 

•'  Well,  but,  Sir/  laid  I, «  pray,when 
'  her  ladyfhip  was  made  acquainted  that 
f  you  were  a  married  gentleman,  how 
'  then  ? — I  long  to  hear  how  then  ?— 

*  Pray,  d\djbe  find  it  out,  or  dldjcu 
«  tell  her?' 

*  Patience,  my  dear!' 

*  Well,  pray  Sir,  go  on.— What  was 

*  next?' 

*  Why,  next,  I  put  on  a  more  refpecl- 

*  fi:l  and  tender  air :  I  would  have  taken 

*  her  hand  indeed,   but  fhe  would  not 

*  permit  it;  and  when  fhe  law  I  would 
'   not  go    till  her  lavender  fnulf  came 
'  down,  (for  fo  I  told  her,  and  herwo- 
'  man  was  not  in  hnfte)  Hie  feated  herfelf 

*  and  I  took  my  place  by  her,  and  began 

*  to  talk  upon  a  fubjecl  of  a  charming 

*  lady  I  law  the  night  before,  after  I  had 

*  parted  with  her  ladyfhip,  but  not  equul 

*  by  any  means  to  her:   and  I  was  con- 
'  •fident'this  would  engage  her  attention ; 
'  for  I  never  knew  the  lady,  who  thought 
'  herfelf  handfome,  that  was  not  taken 

*  by  this  topick.     Flattery  and  admi- 
'  ration,  Pamela,  are  the  two  principal 
'  engines  by  which  our  lex  make  their 

*  firli  approaches  to  yours  5  and  if  you 

*  lilten  to  us,  we  are  lure,  either  by  the 

*  lap  or  the  mine:,  to  iucceed,  and  blow 

*  vou  up  whenever  we  pleafe,  it  we  do 
'  but  take  care  to  fuit  ourfelves  to  your 

*  particular  foibles;  or  to  carry  on  the 
'  metaphor,  point  our  batteries  to  your 

*  weak  fide:   for  the  ftrongeft  fortrefles, 
'  my  dear,  are  weaker  in  one  place  than 
'  another.' — <  A   fine  thing,  Sir,1  faid 
I,  '  to  be  fo  learned  a  gentleman ! — I 
'  wifh,  however/  thought  I,  *  you  had 
4  always  come  honeftly  by  your  know- 
«  ledge.' 

«  When  the  lavender  fnuffome  down,' 
continued  he,  '  we  were  engaged  in  rm 
'  agrecabledilputation, which  I  had  railed 

*  on  purpofeto  excite  her  oppofrUoa,  fhe 


'  having  all  the  advantage  iu  it;  and  in. 

*  order  to  my  giving  it  up,  when  flie  was 
'  intent  upon  it  5  as  a  mark  of  my  con- 

*  fideration  for  her.' 

*  I  the  lei's  wonder,  Sir,'  faid  I,  *  at 
'  yourboldnefs  (pardon  the  word  !)  with 
'  fuch  a  lady,  in  yourfirft  vifit,  btcatife 
'  of  her  frecxLms,  when  malkedj  her 
'  unmalking  and  her  handkerchief,  and 

*  letter-cover.      To  be  fure  the  lady, 

*  when  Hie  faw  next  day,  fuch  a  fine  gen- 

*  tleman,  and  fuch  an  handfome  equi- 
'  page,  had  little  reafon,  after  her  other 

*  freedoms,  to  be  fo.  very  nice  with  you, 
f  as  to  decline  an  infnaring  converfation, 
'  calculated  on  pi.rpofe  to  engage  her  at- 
'  tention,  and  to  lengthen  out  your  vilit. 

*  But  did  (he  not  afk  you  who  you  were?* 
'  Her  fervants  did  of  mine. — -And  her 

f  woman   (for  1  knew  all   afterwards, 

*  when  we  were  better  acquainted)  came, 
'  and   whifpered  htr  lady,  that  I  was 
f  Mr.  B.  of  Bedford  mire;  and  had  an 

*  immenfe  eltate,  to  which  they  were  i'o 
t  kind   as  to  add  two  or  three  thouj:j.n:t 
1  pounds  a  year,  out  of  pure  good-will 

*  to  me^:   I  thank  them.' 

*  Buf  pray,  dear  Sir,  what  had  you  in 

*  view  in  all  this?   Did  you   intend  to 
'  carry  this  matter  at  firlt,  as  far  as  ever 

*  you  could  ?' 

'  T  had,  at  firft,  my  dear,  no  view, 
'  but  fuch  as  pride  and  vanity  fu^gelteJ 
'  to  me.  I  was  carried  away  by  incon- 
1  lideration,  and  the  love  of  intrigue, 

*  without  fo  much  as  giving  myielf  any 

*  thought  about  the  confequcnces.  The 

*  laciy,    I   obfcrved,   had   abundance  of 
1  fine  (jualities.     I  thought  I  cox>ld  con- 

*  verfe  with  her,    on   a  very  agreeable 
'  foot,-  and  lier  honour  I  knt',v,  at  anv 
'  time,  would  pi'eierve  me  mine,  if  ever 

*  I  fhould  find  it  in  danger:  and,  inmv 
'  foul,  I  preferred  my  Pamela  to  all  t!ie 
'  ladies  on  earth,    and  queftioned   nor, 
'  but  that,  and   your  virtue,  would  be 
f  another  barrier  to  my  fidelity. 

*  As  to  the  notion   of  polygamy,  I 
'  never,  but  in  the  levity  of  ipeech,  and 
'  the  wantonmfs  olr  argument,  like  other 
1  lively  young  fellcAvs,  who  ;hink  they 

*  have  wit  to  fhew,  when  they  advance 
'  fomething  out  of  the  common 

'  had  it  in  my  head.  I  thought  myftlf 
'  doubly  bound  by  the  laws  of  my 
'  country,  to  difcqurage  that  way  of 
4  thinking,  as  I  was  a  five  hundredth 
'  part  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  le- 
'  gillature;  and,  inconCdcrable  as  that 

*  is,  yet  it  mak^s  one  too  confiderabie, 

5  Z  «  m 
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«  in  my  opinion,  to  break  thofc  laws  one 
'  fliou Id  rather  join  all  one's  intereit  to 

*  inforce. 

*  In  a  word,  therefore,  pride,  vanitv, 

*  thoughtleiliiefs,  were  my  mifgniders, 

*  as  I  faid.    The  Countefs's  honour  and 
«  character,  and  your  virtue  and  merit, 

*  my  dear,  and  my  obligations  to  you, 

*  were  my  defences  :  butlfindonefhonld 
4  avoid  the  fir  ft  appearances  of  evil.  One 

*  knows  not  one's  own  ftrength.     "Pis 
'  prefumptuous  to  depend  upon  it,  where 
'  wit  and  beauty  are  in  the  way  on  one 
'  fide,  and  youth  and  ftrong  paflions  on 

*  the  other." 

'  You  certainly,  Sir,  fay  right.     But 
'  be  pleafed  to  tell  me  what  her  ladyfhip 

*  faid  when  fhe  knew  you  were  married.' 

*  The  Countefs's  woman  was  in  my 

*  intereit,  and  let  me  into  fome  of  her 
'  lady's  fecrets,  having  a  great  ihare  in 
'  her  confidence  j  and  particularly  ac- 

*  quainted  me,  how  loth  her  lady  was  to 

*  believe  I  wa.3  married.     I  had  paid  her 

*  three  viiits  in  town,  and  attended  her 

*  once  to  her  feat  upon  the  Foreil,  before 
«  fhe  heard  that  I  was.     But  when  fhe 

*  was   allured  of  it,  and    directed  her 

*  Nelthorpe  to  afk  me  about  it,  and  I 

*  readily  owned  it,  fhe  was  greatly  m- 

*  cenfed,   though  nothing   but  general 

*  civilities,   and    intimacies  not  incon- 

*  fiftent  with  honourable  friendship,  had 

*  palled  between  us.      The  confequence 

*  was,   file  forbad  my  ever  feeing   her 

*  again,  and  fet  out  with  her  fitter  and 
'  the  Vifcount  for  Tnnbridge,  where  ihe 

*  ftaid  about  three  weeks. 

*  I  thought  I  had  already  gone  too 

*  far,  and  blamed  myfelf  for  permitting 

*  her  ladyfhip  fo  long  to  believe  me  a 
'  fingle  man ;   and  here  the  matter  had 
'  dropped,  in  all  probability,  had  not  a 
'  ball,  given  by  my  Lord ,  to  which, 

*  unknown  to  each  other,  we  were  both, 

*  as  alfo  the  Vifcountcfs,  invited,  brought 
'  xis  again  into  one  another's  company. 
'  The  lady  withdrew,  after  a  while,  with 

*  her  fifter,   to  another  apartment,-  and 

*  being  refolved  upon  peribnal  recrimi- 

*  nation,  (which  is  what  a  lady,  who  is 

*  refolved  to  break  with  a  favoured  ob- 
(  je£t,  mould  never  truft  herfeif  with) 
'  lent  for  me,  and  reproached  me  on  my 

*  conduct,  in  which  her  hirer  joined. 

*  I  owned  frankly,  that  it  was  rather 

*  gaiety  than  defign,  that  made  me  give 
.'  cauie,  at  the  mafquerade,  for  her  lady- 
'•*  ihip  to  thiak  I  wis  rot  mr.rried  j  fur 


*  that  I  had  a  wife,  who  had  a  thoufand 

*  excellencies,  and  was  my  pride,  and 

*  my  boall :   that  I  held  it  veiy  poflible 

*  for  a  gentleman  and  lady  to  carry  on 

*  an  innocent  and  honourable  friendfhip, 

*  in  a  family  way  j  and  I  was  lure,  when 

*  flie  and  her  filter  faw  my  fpoufe,  they 

*  would  not  be  difpleafed  with  her  ac- 

*  quaintance  ;  and  all  that  I  had  to  re- 

*  proach  mylelf  with,  was,  that  after 

*  having,  at  the  mafquerade,  given  rea- 
'   1'on  to  think  I  was  not  married,  I  had 

*  been  loth,  <fficioujly>  to  fay  I  was,  al- 
'  though  it  never  was  my  intention  to 

*  conceal  it. 

'  In  fhort,  I  acquitted  myfelf  fo  well 

*  with  both  ladies,  that  a  family  inti- 
'  macy  was  confented  to. 

*  I  renewed  my  viiits ;  and  we  ac- 

*  counted  to  one  another's  honour,  by 

*  entering  upon   a   kind    of  Platonick 
'  fyltem,  in  which  fex  was  to  have  no 
'  manner  of  concern. 

4  But,  my  dear  Pamela,  I  muft  own 
'  myfelf  extremely  blameable,  becaufe  I 
4  knew  the  world,  and  human  nature, 
{  I  will  fay  better  than  the  lady,  who 
1  never  before  had  been  trufted  into  it 

*  upon  her  own  feet  ;  and  who,  no  t  with - 

*  ftanding  that  wit  and  vivacity  which 

*  every  one  admires  in  her,  gave  herfeif 

*  little  time  for  confideration,  as  fhe  had 

*  met  with  a  man,  whofe  perfon  and  con- 

*  verfation  flie  did  not  diilike,  and  whofe 

*  circumftances  and  fprit  fet  him  above 
1  fordid  or  mercenary  views:  and  be- 
'  fides,  I  made  myfelf  ufeful  to  her  in 

*  fome  of  her  affairs,  wherein  flie  had 
'  been  grofsly  abufed  ;  which  brought 
'  us  into  more  intimate  and  frequent 

*  converfations  than  otherwife  we  fhould 

*  have  had  opportunities  for. 

'  I  O'.'ght  therefore  to  have  more  care- 

*  fully  guarded  againft  inconveniencies, 

*  which  I  knew  were  fo  likely  to  arife 

*  from  fuch  intimacies  ;  and  the  rather> 

*  as  I  hinted,  becaufe  the  lady  had  no 

*  apprehenfion  at  all  of  any :  fo  that,  my 
f  dear,  if  I  have  no  excufe  from  human 
1  frailty,  from  youth,  and  the  charms  of 
'  the  obje&,    I  am  intirely  deftitute  of 

*  any.' 

*  I  fee,  Mr.  B.*  faid  I,  '  there  is  a 
«  great  deal  to  be  faid  for  the  lady.  I 
1  v/iili  I  could  fay  there  was  for  the  gen- 

*  tleman.     But  fuch  a  fine  lady  had 

*  been  fafe,  with  all  her  inconfideration, 
'  and  fo,   forgive  me,    Sir,  would  the 
'  gentleman,  with  all  his  intriguing  fpi- 

«  rit, 
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*  rit,  had  it  not  been  for  thefe  vile  maf- 
<  querades.     Never,  dear  Sir,  think  of 
4  going  to  another.' 

*  Why,  my  dear/  he  was  pleafed  to 
fay,  '  thofe  are  leait  cf  all  to  be  trulled 
«  at  thefe  diverfions,  who  are  moll  de- 
«  firous  to  go  to  them. — Of  this  I  am 
1  now  fully  convinced.' 

*  Well,  Sir,  I  long  to  hear  the  further 

*  particulars  of  this  ftory:  for  this  ge- 

*  hero  us  opennefs,  now  the  affair  is  over, 
'  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  me,  as  it 
«  mews  me  you  have  noreferves,  and  as 

*  it  tends  to  convince  me,  that  the  lady 
«  was  lefs  blameable  than  I  apprehended 

*  me  was  :  for  dearly  do  I  love,  for  the 

*  honour  of  my  fex,  to  find  ladies  of 
«  birth  and  quality  innocent}  who  have 
'  fo  many  opportunities  of  knowing  and 
'  praclifing  their  duties,    above   what 

*  meaner  perfons  can  have. — Elfe,  while 

*  the  one  fails  through  furprize  and  ig- 
?  norance,  it  will  look  as  if  the  others 
'  were    faulty    from    inclination :    and 
'  what  a  difgrace  is  that  upon  the  lex 

*  in  general  ?  And  what  a  triumph  to 

*  the  wicked  ones  of  your?  ?' 

*  Well  obferved,  my  dear  :   this  is 

*  like  your  generous  and  deep  way  of 

*  thinking/ 

'  Well,  but,  dear  Sir,  proceed,  if  you 
f  pieafe — Your  reconciliation  is  now  ef- 

*  fecled:  a  friendmip  quadrupartite   is 
f  commenced.  And  the  Vifcountefs  and 

*  mylelf  are   to   find   cement   for  the 
'  erecting  of  an  edifice,  that  is  to  be  de- 

*  voted  to  Platonick  love.    What,  may 

*  I  afk,  came  next  ?  And  what  did  you 

*  defign  mould  come  of  it  ?' 

'  The  Oxford  journey,  my  dear,  fol- 

*  lowed  next ;  and  it  was  my  fault  that 
'  youwerenotapartyinit:  for  both  ladies 

*  were  very  defirous  of  your  company: 

*  butit  being  about  the  time  you  were  go - 

*  ing  abroad,  after  your  lying-in,  I  excuf- 

*  ed  you  to  them.    Yet  they  both  longed 
«  to  fee  you  5  eioecially,  as  by  this  time, 

*  you  may  believe,  they  knew  all  your 
'  ftory :  and  beiides,  whenever  you  were 

*  mentioned,  I  always  did  jultice,   as 
'  well  to  your  mind,  as  to  your  perfonj 
'  and  this,  not  only  for  the  fake  of  juitice, 

*  but,   to  fay  truth,  becaufe  it  gave  the 
'  two  fillers,  and  the  Vilcount,  (whofe 
'  foftly  character,  and  his  lady's  pru- 
'  dent  and  refpe&ful  conduct  to  him, 
'  notwithftauding  that,  are  both  fo  well 

*  known)  lefs  caufe  of  fufpicion,  that  I 
'  had  any  diftionourable  deiign}  upon 

*  the  dowagei  lady.' 


Mifs  Darn  ford  will  have  it,  permit 
me,  my  good  lady,  to  obierve,  that  I 
mail  have  fome  merit,  with  regard  to  the 
reil  of  my  fex,  if  I  can  be  a  means  to 
reform  fuch  a  dangerous  fpirit  of  intrigue 
as  that  of  your  dear  bn  ther :  and  the 
hi  ftory  of  this  affair  from  his  own  mouth, 
made  me  begin  to  pride  mylelf  on  this 
head  :  for  was  he  not,  think  you,  Ma- 
dam, in  this  cale,  a  fad  man  ? — And 
how  deeply  was  he  able  to  lay  his  mif- 
chiefs  !  And  how  much  had  this  fine 
Jady  been  to  be  pitied,  had  flie  fallen  by 
his  arts ;  as  he  was  almoil  the  only  man, 
who,  by  reafon  of  the  gracefulnefs  of 
his  peribn,  his  generolity,  courage,  am- 
ple fort.: nes,  and  wit,  could  have  made 
her  unhappy  ! — God  be  praifed,  that  it 
was  Hopped  in  time,  (although,  as  it 
feems,  but  juil  in  time)  as  well  for  the 
poor  lady's  fake,  as  for  Mr.  B.'s,  and 
my  own ! 

Excufe  me,  Madam,  for  this  digref- 
lion.  But  yet,  for  what  I  am  going  to 
repeat,  I  {hall  ftill  want  farther  excufe ; 
for  I  cannot  reiift  a  little  rifmg  vanity, 
upon  a  companion  (though  only  as  to 
features)  drawn  by  Mr.  B.  between  the 
Countefs  and  me;  which,  however  the 
preference  he  gives  me  in  it  may  be  un- 
deferved,  yet  it  cannot  but  be  very  agree- 
able, in  this  particular  cafe  of  a  rivalry, 
to  one  who  takes  fo  much  pride  in  his 
good  opinion,  and  who  makes  it  her 
chief  lludy,  by  all  honell  and  laudable 
means,  to  prgierve  it ;  but  who,  elfe,  I 
hope,  am  far  from  confidering  fuch  a 
tranlitory  advantage,  (had  I  in  it  as  great 
a  degree  as  his  kind  fancy  imputes  it  to 
me)  but  as  it  deferves.  I  will  give  it, 
as  near  as  I  can,  in  his  own  words. 

*  It  may  not  be  altogether  amift,  my 
'  dear,  now  I  have  mentioned  the  iuitice 

*  I  always  did  your  character  and  me- 
'  rit,  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of  a 

*  companion,    which  once  the  Coun- 

*  tcfs's  curiofity  drew  from  me,  between 

*  your  features  and  hers. 

*  She  and  I  were  alone  in  the  bow- 

*  window  of  her  library,  which  com- 

*  niands  a  fine  view  over  Windlbv  Fo- 

*  reft,   but  which  view  we  could  not 
'  enjoy ;  for  it  rained  and  blew  a  hur- 
'  ricarve  almofl,  which  detained  us  with- 
'  in,  although  we  were  ready  drefled  to 
1  go  abroad. 

•*  I  began  a  fubjecl:,  which  never  fail* 

*  to  make  the  worll  of  weather  agreeable 
1  to  a  fine  ladyj  that  of  praiiing  her 

3  Z  *  *  beauty 
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<  beauty,  and  the  fymmetry  of  her  fea- 

<  tures,  telling  her  how  much  I  thought 

*  every  graceful  one  in  her  face  adorned 
»  tne  reft,  as  if  they  were  all  formed  to 

*  give  and  receive  advantage  from  each 
'  other.     I  added,  approaching  her,  as 

<  if  the  more  attentively  to   perui'e  her 

*  fine  face,  that  I  believed  it  'pollible, 
'  from  the  tranfpaient  waitencis  of  her 

*  (kin,    and  the  clear   bhiends    of  her 
'  veins,  to  difcover  the  circulation,  with- 

<  out  a  micr.jfcope. 

"  Keep  your  alliance,  Mr.  B."  faid 
'  (he. "  Does  your  magnifying  thus  egre- 
"  gioudy  the  graces  you  imp  :te  to  my 
4t  outward  form,  a^ree  with  your  Pla- 
*«  tonick  foheme  ?  Your  eye,  penetrat- 
*4  ing  as  you  imagine  it  to  be,  pierces 
*<  not  deep  enough  for  a  Platonick,  if 
"  you  cannot  look  farther  than  the 
"  white,  and  the  blue,  and  difcover  the 
<{  circulation  of  the  fpirit  \  for  our 
"  friendihip  is  all  mind,  you  know." 

4f  True,  Madam  j  but  if  the  face  is 
*'  the  index  of  the  mind,  when  I  con- 
"  template  yours,  I .  fee  and  revere  the 
"  beauties  of  both  in  one.  And  what 
'*  Platonick  laws  forbid  us  to  do  juftice 
"  to  the  one,  when  we  admire  the 
««  other?" 

<4  Well,  fit  you  down,  bold  Mr.  B. 
*4  fit  you  down  and  anfwer  me  aqueftion 
*'  or  two  on  this  fubjecl,  fmce  you  will 
44  be  always  raifmg  my  vanity  upon  it." 

'  I  did,  diluting  her  hand  only ;'  that 
was  his  word,  which  I  took  notice  of  in 
the  dear  Platonick,  though  I  faid  nothing. 

"  Tell  me  now  of  a  truth,  with  all 
*4  the  charms  your  too  agreeable  flattery 
*'  gives  me^  which  is  the  moft  lovely, 
"  your  Pamela,  ormyfelf  ?" 

*  I  told  her,  you  were  both  incompa- 

*  rable,  in  a  different  way.' 

"  Well,"  faid  (he,  "  I  give  up  the 
"  perfon  and  air  in  general,  becaufe  I 
"  have  heard,  that  fne  is  (lenderer,  and 
44  better  (haped,  than  moft  ladies  ;  but 
*'  fora  few  particulars,  as  to  face,  (in^- 
"  vidioas  as  the  comparifon  may  be, 
"  and  concerned  as  you  are  to  juftify 
"  your  choice)  I'll  begin  with  the  hair, 

*'  vantage  to  her  complexion  ? — Come, 
«*  I  fancy,  I  (hall,  at  leaft,  divide  perr 
"  feclions  with  your  Pamela." 

"  Your  lady fhjp's  delicate  light  brown 
**  is  extremely  beautiful,  and  infinitely 
*'  better  becomes  your  complexion  and 
«:  features,  than  would  that  lovely  (hine- 
«  ing  auburn,  which  fuits  beft  with  my 
it  girl's." 


*  You  muft  know,  Pamela,  I  always 
called  you  my  girl,  to  her,  as  I  do  fre- 
quently to  yourlelf  and  others.' 

"  So  ihe  excels  me  there,  I  find!" 
44  I  don't  fay  fo." 

"  Well,  but  as  to  the  FOREHEAD, 
Mr.  B.?" 

t(  Indeed,  Madam,  my  girl  has  fome 
advantage,  I  preiume  to  think,  in  her 
forehead :  Ihe  has  a  noble  opennefs  and 
fieedom  there,  which  beibeaks  her 
iriind,  and  every  body's  favour,  the 
moment  me  appears :  not  but  that  your 
ladyihi,)  s,  next  to  hers,  is  the  firieft  I 
ever  fjw." 

<{  So! — Next  to  hers!"  rubbing  her 
«  forehead—*'  Well,  BROWS,  Mr.B.  ?" 
"  Your  lady  (hip's  fine  arch -brow  is  a 
beauty  in  your  lair  face,  that  a  pencil 
cannot  imitate;  but  then  your  fairer 
hair  (hews  it  not  to  that  advantage,  I 
muft  needs  fay,  which  her  darker  hair 
gives  to  hers  ;for,astoCoMPLExiON, 
fi  you  are  both  fo  charmingly  fair,  that 
"  I  cannot,  for  my  life,  tell  to  which  to 
**  give  the  preference." 

"  Well,  well,  foolimman,"  faid  (he, 
'  peevifhly,  "  thou  art  (trangely  taken 
"  with  thy  girl! — I  wjfh  thou  wouldll 
"  go  about  thy  bufmefs — What  ligni- 
"  fies  a  little  bad  weather  to  men  ? — But 
11  if  her  complexion  is  as  good  as  mine, 
"  it  muft  look  better,  becaufe  of  her  dark 
«  hair. — I  (hall  come  poorly  off,  I  find  I 
"  — Let's  have  the  EYES,  however." 

"  For  black  eyes  in  my  girl,  and  blue 
"  in  your  ladyfhip,  thty  are  both  the 
"  lovelieft  I  ever  beheld."  And,  Pa- 

*  mela,  I  was  wicked  enough  to  fay,  that 

*  it  would  be  the  fweeteft  travelling  in , 

*  the  world,  to  have  you  both  placed  at 

*  fifty  miles  diftance  from  each  other, 
'  and  to  pais  the  prime  of  one's  life  from 

*  black  to  blue,  and  from  blue  to  black : 
4  and  it  would  be  impoflible  to  know 

*  which  to  prefer,  but  theprefent.' 

4  Ah!  naughty  Mr,  B.'  (aid  I, «  were 
4  you  not  worfe  than  the  Counteis  a  great 
4  deal?' 

4  The  Countefs  is  not  bad,  4y  dear. 
4  I  only  was  in  fault.' 

*  But  what,  Sir,  did  (he  fay  to  you  ?* 

4  Say  !  Why  the  iaucy  lady  did  what 

*  very  few  ladies  have  ever  (\onc:   (he 
'  made  the  powder  fly  out  of  my  wig^by 
4  a  fmart  cuff  with  her  nimble  fingers/ 

'  And  how,  Sir,  did  you  take  that?' 

*  How,  my  dear  ! — Why  I  kifs'd  her 
4  in  revenge.' 

4  Fine  doings  between  two  Pjatonicks/ 
thought  I. 
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But  I  will  own  to  you,  Madam,  that 
my  vanity  in  this  companion,  was  too 
much  ibothed,  not  to  wifh  to  hear  how  it 
was  carried  on. 

«  Weil,  Sir,  did  you  proceed  further 

*  in  your  companion?' 

*  I  knew,  my  dear,  you  would  not  let 
'  me  finifh  at  half  your  picture — O  Pa- 
<  mela — Who  lays,  you  are  abfolutdy 
'  perfect?  Who  lays,  there  is  nofex  in 

*  your  mind!''  and  tapped  my  neck. 

*  All  is  owing,  Sir,  to  the  pride  I  take 
'  in  your  opinion.     I  care  not  how  >.n- 

*  different  I  appear  iu  the  eyes  of  all  the 
'  world  befides.' 

*  The  CHEEK  came  next,'  proceeded 
Mr.  B.  «  I  allowed  her  lady  Hi  ip  to  have 

*  a  livelier  carmine  in  hers;  and  that  it 

*  was  fomewhat  rounder,  her  }ad.y/hip 

*  being  a  little  plumper  than  my  girl; 

*  but  thatjW  face,  my  de;ir,  being  ru~ 

*  ther  iinalier  featured  of  the  two,  there 
'  was  an  inimitably  finer  turn  in  your 

*  cheek,  than  I  had  ever  feen  in  my  life, 
'  in  any  lady's.' 

Her  ladyihip,  he  (aid,  ftroked  her 
cheek-bones,  which,  however,  Madam, 
I  think,  are  far  from  being  high,  (though 
to  be  lure  (he  is  a  little  larger  featured,  in 
excellent  proportion,  for  all  that,  as  flie 
is  of  a  taller  and  larger  make  than  me) 
ami  laid — '  Very  well,  Sir  5  you  are  de- 

*  termined  to  mortify  me.     But, 'added 
her  ladyihip,   (which  (hewed,  Madam, 
me  little  depended  upon  Platonicifm  in 
him)    *    if  you    have  a  cuie!w  in    this 

*  you  will  be  greatly  miftaken,  I'll  allure 
4  you  :  for,  let  me  teil  you,  Sir,  the  lady 
'  who  can  think  meanly  of  herfclf,  is  any 
'  maa's  purchnfe.' 

'  The  No  s  E  I  left  in  doubt/  raid  Mr. 
B.  '  but  allowed  thar  each  were  exqui- 

*  litely  beautiful  on  it's  own  proper  face. 

*  Her  lady  Chip  was  fure  of  a  preference 
'  in  her  MOUTH.    I  allowed  that  her 
'  LIPS   were  ibmewhat   plumper — and 

*  fainting  her  by  fuf-rize,  (for  which,  I 
'  had  much   ado   to  prcierve   mv  \\-ig 
'  from  another  diibrder — )  a  little  fofter 

*  of  confequence;  but  not  quite  fo  r£d — 
"  For,"  laid  I,  "  I  never  i'aw  a  lip  of  fo 
'*  rich  and  balmy  a  red  in  my  life  as  my 
"  girl's." 

"  But  your  SMILES,  Madam,  are  more 
"  bewitchingly  free  and  attractive ;  for 
"  niY  girl  is  a  little  too  grave. 

"  As  to  TEETH,  charming  as  your 
"  ladyfhip's  are,  I  think  hers  not  a  whit 
."  interior  in  wk:  tends  and  regularity. 


"  Her  CHIN  is  a  fweet  addition  to  her 
"  face,  by  that  eaiy  foft  half  round,  that 
"  looks  as  if  nature  had  begun  at  top, 
"  and  gave  that  as  her  finishing  ftroke  to 
"  the  reft:  while,  my  dear  lady,  yours 
(:  is  a  Iittle3  little  too  itrong featured  j  but 
"  fuch  as  lo  infinitely  becomes  your 
"  face,  that  my  girl's  chin  would  not 
"  have  half  the  beauty  upon  your  face. 

"  He.  EAR.S,  my  lady,  are  juft  fuch 
({  as  yo.  r  own  : — muft  they  not  be  beau- 
"  tifuljthen?  HerNfiCK,  though  itmuit 
"  not  preiiiine — let  me  fee,  Madam," 
«  approaching  her — ("  Keep  your  clif- 
"  tance,  Sir."  I  was  forced  to  do  ib) 
t(  — tho  gl\  it  muft  not  pretend  to  excel 
"  yours  for  whiteneis,  yet,  except  j'ours, 
<(  did  I  never  fee  any  neck  fo  beautiful. 
"  But  your  lady{hij>,  it  muft  be  con- 
*'  fefied ,  being  a.  little  plumper  in  perfon, 
''  has  the  advantage  hire."" 

'  I  had  a  fmart  rap  on  my  knuckles 
(  wi.li  her  fan.  A:id  ilie  wouKl  hear  no 
'  more.  But  was  rcfolved  ilie  would  iee 

*  you,  ihe  faid. 

*  And,  my  dca--,  I  am  the  more  par- 

*  ticular  in  rept-aiiiig  this  comparative 

*  defcriptton  ot  the  twocharmingcft  per- 
'  ions  in  England,  became  you  will  fee 
'  the  reaf'on,  (and  that  it  was  not  to  in- 
'  iult  you,  as  you  rightly  judged  in  your 

*  letter  to  my  lifter*,  but  to  yo  >radvan- 

*  tage)  that  I  gave  way  to  fheimportu- 
'   nity  of  the  Countefs  to  lie  you 5  for  I 

*  little  thought' you  were  ib   well  ac- 

*  quainted  with  our  intimacy;  muchlefs, 

*  that  we  had  been  made  more  intimate, 
4  to  you,  than  ever,  in  truth,  we  were, 

*  or  perhaps,   might    have    been  :   and 

*  when  I  aikjd  you,  why  you  were  not 
'  more  richly  drtiu-d,  and  had  not  your 
'  jewels,  ycm  may  believe,  (as  I  had  no 

*  reiiibn  todoubtthat  the  Countefs  would 
'  come  in  all  her  ornaments)  I  was  not 
'  willing  my  girl  fhouH  give  way  to  the 
'  noble  emulatrefs  in  any  thing;  being 
'  concerned  ior  your  own   honour,   as 
'  VvvL'  as  mine,  in  the  fuperiority  of  beau- 
'  ty  I  had'ib  jultly  given  you/ 

*  Well,  Sir,  f.)  be  f'.ire,  this  was  kind, 
'  very  kind;. and  little  was  I  difpofed, 

*  (knowing  what  I  knew)  to  pals  fo  fa- 

*  vourable  a  coniiruclion  on  your  gene- 
'  rofity  to  me.' 

'  Myqueition  to  her  ladyfhip,'  conti- 
nue-.i  Mr.B.  '  at  going  away/Wliether 
4  you  were  not  the  charmingeii;  girl  in 

*  the  world,  which,  feeing  you  tog.-tiin 
'  at  one  view,  rich  as  Ihe  was  drell,  and 
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plain  as  you^  gave  me  the  double  plea-* 
lure-  (a  pleifure  me  faid  afterwards  I 
exulted  in)  of  deciding  in  your  favour 5 
my  readinei's  to  explain  to  you  what  we 
both  faid,  and  her  not  ungenerous  an- 
fwer,  I  thought  would  have  intitled 
me;  to  a  better  return  than  a  flood  of 
tears ;  which  confirmed  me,  that  your 
paft  une.ifmels  was  ajealouiy,  I  was 
not  willing  to  allow  in  you;  though  I 
fhould  have  been  more  indulgent  to  it, 
had  I  known  the  grounds  you  thought 
you  had  for  it ;  and  this  was  the  rea- 
ibn  of  my  leaving  you  to  abruptly  as  I 
did.' 

Here,  Madam,  Mr.  B.  broke  off,  re- 
ferring to  another  time  the  conclufion  of 
his  narrative.  And,  having  written  a 
great  deal,  I  will  here  allb  dole  this  letter 
(though  polilbly  I  may  not  lend  it,  till  1 
tend  the  conclufion  of  this  ftory  in  my 
next)  with  the  aflurance,  that  I  amjowr 
obliged fijier  and  f  errant, 

P.  B. 


LETTER    XXXVJ. 

MY   FEAR   I-AI>Y, 

NOW  I  will  proceed  with  my  for- 
mer fubjeft  j  and  with  the  greater 
pkafure,  as  what  follows  makes  ilill 
more  in  favour  of  the  Counteis'-s  cha- 
racter, than  what  went  before,  although 
thatfet  it  in  a  better  light  than  it  had  at 
once  appeared  to  me  ink  I  began,  as  fol- 
lows: 

«  Will  you  be  pleafed,  Sir,  to  favour 

*  me  with  the  continuation  of  our  lad 

*  fubiect:'—- '  I  will,  my  dear/ — '  You 

*  left  oif,   Sir,  with  acquitting  me  (as 

*  knowing  what  I  knew)  for  breaking 

*  out  into  that  flood  of  tears,  which  oc- 

*  cafioned  your  abrupt  departure.    B<«t, 

*  dear  Sir,  w;ll  you  be  pleated  to  iaiisly 
'  me  about  that  affecting  information, 
f  of  your  intention  and  iny  lady's,  to 
f  live  kl  Tun  bridge  together?' 

*  'Tis  abibluteiv  malice  and  falfehood. 
'  Our  intimacy  iv-»d  not  proceeded  fo 

*  far;    and,   thoughtlefs   as  my   filler's 

*  letters  iuppofe  the  lady,  ihe  would  have 
«  f^urned  at  fuch  a  propofai,  I  dare  fay.' 

•  Weil,  bat  then,  Srir,  as  to  the  ex- 
f  preilion  to  her  uncle,  that  fhe  had  ra- 
5  ther  hr.ve  been  a  certain  gentleman's 

*  fecond  wife?' 

'  I  believe  fhe  might,  in  a  paflion,  fay 
f  fame-thing  like  it  to  him:  he  had  beeo 
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'  teizing  her  (from  the  time  that  I  held 

*  an  argument  in  favour  of  that  foolilh 

*  topick  polygamy,  in  his  company,  and 
'  his  niece's,  and  in  that  of  her  fifttr  and 

*  the  Vifcount)   with  cautions   againlt 

*  converfing  with  a  man,  who  having, 
'  as  he  was  pleafed  to  fay  behind  my 
'  back,  married  beneath  him,  wanted  tt> 
'  engage  the  affe&ions  of  a  lady  of  birth, 
'  in  order  to  recover,  by  doubling  the 
'  fault  upon  her,  the  reputation  he  had 
«  loft.1 

'  She defpifcd  his  infmuation enough  to 
'  anfwer  him,  that  me  thought  my  argu- 

*  ments  in  behalf  of  polygamy  were  con- 

*  vincing.    This  let  him  a  raving;  and 

*  he  threw  fome  coarfe  reflexions  upon 
'  her,  which  could  not  be  repeated,   if 

*  one  may  guel's  at  them,  by  her  being 
'  unable  to  tell  me  what  they  were;  and 

*  thenj  to  vex  him  more,  and  to  revenue 

*  herfelf,  fhe  faid  Ibmething  like  what 

*  was  reported:    and  this  was  handle 
'  enough  for  her  uncle,  who  took  care 
'  to  propagate  it  with  an  indifcretion  pe- 
'  culiar  to  himfelfj  for  I  heard  it  in 

*  three  different  companies,    before  I 

*  knew  any  thing  of  it  from  herfelf;  and 
'  when  I  did,  it  was  fo  repeated,  as  you, 

*  my  dear,  would  hardly  have  cenfured 
1  her  for  it,  the  provocation  conlidered.' 

4  Well,  but  then,  dear  Sir,  there  is 
'  nothing  at  all  araifs,  at  this  rate,  in  the 
'  correfpondence  between  my  lady  and 
«  you?' 

'  Not  on  her  fide,  I  dare  fay,  if  her 

*  ladyjhip  can  be  excufed  to  punclilio, 
'  and  for  having  a  greater  eiteem  for  a 
'  married  man,  than  he  can  deiem,  or 

*  than  may  be  ftriclly  defended  to  a  per- 
c  ion  of  your  purity  and  nicenefs.' 

'  Well,  Sir,  this  is  very  noble  in  you. 
'  I  love  to  hear  the  gentlemen  generous 
1  in  points  where  the  honour  of  our  lex 

*  is  concerned.     But,  pi'ay,  Sir,  what 
'  then  was  there  on  your  fide,  in  that 
'  matter,  that  rhade  you  give  me  fo  pa- 
'  tient  and  To  kind  a  hearing?' 

'  Now,   my  dear,  you  come   to  the 

*  point :   at  firft  it  was,  as  I  have  faid 
« -before,    nothing   in  me  but   vanity, 

*  pride,  and  love  of  intrigue,  to  try  my 
'  Itrength,  where  I  had  met  with  fome 

*  encouragement,  as  I  thought,   at  the 
'  mafquerade;  where  the  lady  went  far- 
'  ther  too  than  (he  would  have  done,  had 
<  {he  not  thought  I  was  a  fmgle  man. 

*  For,  by  what  I  have  tpld  yo,-,  Pamela, 
'  you  will  obferve,  tk.u'he  endeavoured 

«  to 
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«  to  fatisfy  herfdfcn  that  head,  as  ioon     ' 

<  as  fhe  well  cculd.      Mrs.  Nelthorpe     ' 

<  acquainted  me  afterwards,  when  we     ' 

*  were  better  known  to  each  other,  thajt     ' 

<  her  lady  was  fo  partial  in  my  favour, 

<  (who  can  always  govern  their  fancies, 
«  my  dear?)as to  think,  fo  early  as  at  the 
«  mafquerade,  that  i{  every  thing   an- 
«  fwcred  appearances,  and  that  I  were  a 
'  fmgle  man,  fhe,  who  has  a  noble  and 
f  independent  fortune,  might  poflibly  be 
«  induced    to   make  me   happy  in  her 

*  choice. 

c  Supno fm g  then,  that  I  was  unrnnr- 
1  rifd,  me  left  a  fignal  for  me  in  her 
1  handkerchief.  I  vilited  her  5  had  the 
«  honour,  after  the  cuftomary  firft  fhy- 

*  jiefs,  of  being  well  received  by  her ; 

*  and  continued  my  vifits,  till,  perhaps, 

*  fhe  would  have  been  glad  I  had  not 

*  been  married  :   but,  when  fhe  found  I 

*  was,  fhe  avoided  me,  as  I   have  told 
1  you,  till  the  accident  I  mentioned  threw 

*  us  again  upon  each  other;  which  re- 
'  newed  our  intimacy  upon  terms,  which 

*  you  would  think  too  inconfiderate  on 

*  -one  fide,   aud   too  defigning  on  the 
'  other. 

*  For  myfelf,  what  can  I  fay  ?  Only 

*  that  you  gave  me  great  difguih  (with- 

*  outcaufe,  as  I  thought)  by  your  un- 
'  wonted  reception  of  me  :  ever  in  tears 

*  and  grief;   the  Countcfs  ever  cheerful 
<  and   lively :    and   apprehending  that 

*  your  temper  was  intirely  changing,  I 

*  believed  I  had  no  bad  excufe  to  endea- 
f  vour  to  make  myfelf  eafy  and  cheerful 
'  abroad,  fince  my  home  became  more 

*  irkforrve  to  me  than  ever  I  believed  it 
'  could  be.     Then,  as  we  naturally  love 
'  thofe  who  love  us,  I  had  vanity,   and 

*  fomereafon  for  my  vanity,  (indeed  all 

*  vain  men  believe  they  have)   to  think 

*  the  Countefs  had  more  than  an  indif- 

*  ference  for  me.     She  was  fo  exafpe- 

*  rated   by  the  wrong  methods  taken 
'  with  an  independent  lady  of  her  gene- 
'  rous  fpirit,  to  break  off.  the  acquaint- 

*  ance  with  me,    that,  in  revenge,  fhe 

*  denied  me  lefs  than  ever  opportunities 

*  of  her  company.  The  pleafurcwetook 
'  in  each  other's  converfation  was  reci- 

*  procal.  The  world's  reports  had  united 
'  us  in  one  common  cauie;  and  you,  as 

*  I  Inid,  had  made  home  lefs  delightful 

*  to  me  than  it  ufed  to  be  :  what  might 
'  not  then  have  been  apprehended  from 

*  fo  many  circumftances  concurring  with 

*  the  lady's  beauty  and  my  frailty  ? 

*  I  waited  on  her  to  Tunbridge .     She 


took  ahouil'  there.     Where  people's 

tongues   will   take  fo    much  liberty, 

when  they  have  no  foundation  for  it  at 

all,  and  vv.scre  the  utmoil  circumfpec- 

tion  is  ufed,  what  will   thev  not  ikj, 

where  fo  little  of  the  latter  is  obferved  ? 

:  No  wonder,  then,  that  terms  were  laid 

;  to  be  agreed  upon  Between  us  :  from 

:  her  uncle's   ilory,   of  polygamy  pro- 

'•  pofed  by  me,  and  feerniugly  agreed  to 

:  by  her,  no  wonder  that  all  yourTho- 

1  m^fme  Fuller's  information  was  fur- 

1  mifed. 

*  And  thus  ftooci  the  matter,  when  I 
f  was  determined  to  give  your  caufe  for 

*  uncn'irieis  a  hearing,   and  to  take  my 

*  meaiurcs  according  to  what  mould  re- 

*  fult  from  that  hearing.' 

1  From  this  account,  dear  Sir,'  faid 
I,  «  it  will  iiotbefo  difficult,  as  I  was 
'  afraid  it  would  be,  to  end  this  affair, 
4  even  to  her  laJjJbip's  fatisfaclion.' 

f  I  hope  nor,  my  dear,' 

«  But  if,  now,  Sir,  the  Countefs  fliould 
1  (till  bedehrous  not  to  break  with  you; 
f  from  ib  charming  a  lady,  \vho  knows 

*  what  may  happen  !' 

*  £  Very  true,  Pamela :  but,  to  make 
'  you  (till  eafia-,  I  will  tell  you,  that  her 

*  ladyfhip  has  a  firft  coufm  married  to  a 
f  perfon  going  with  a  publick  character 
'  to  feveral  of  the    Italian  courts ;  and 
'  had  it  not  been  for  my  periunlions,  fhe 
'  would  have  accepted  of  their  earneft  ui- 

*  vitations,  and  puffed  a  ye:;r  or  two  in 
1  Italy,  where  fhe  once  refided  for  three 
'  years  together,  which   makes  her  fo 
4  perfect  a  milrrefs  of  Italian. 

'  Now  I  will  let  her  know,  additionally 
'  to  what  I  have  written  toner,  the  un- 
c  eafmefs  I  have  given  you,  and,  fo  f>tr 
'  as  it  is  prosier,  what  is  come  to  your 
'  ears,  and  your  generous  account  of 
(  her,  and  the  charms  of  her  perfon,  oi 
'  which  flie  will  not  be  a  little  ^roud; 
'  for  fhe  has  really  noble  and  generous 
'  fentiments,  and  thinks  well  (thougti 
f  ber  lifter,  in  plealantry,  will  have  it,  a 
'  little  envioufly)  of  you:  and  wlieu  I 

*  fhall  endeavour  to  penliade  her  to  go, 
c  for  the  fake  of  her  own  character,   to 
1  a  place  and  country  of  which  me  was 
'  always  fond,  I  am   apt  to  think  file 

*  will  come  in  to  it ;  for  (lie  has  a  greater 
'  opinion  of  my  judgment  than  it  de- 

*  fjrves:  and  I  know  a  you ug  lord,  who 
'  may  be  eafily  perfuaded  to  follow  her 
'  thither,  and  bring  her  back  his  lady, 

*  if  he  can  obtain  her   confont  :   and 
'  what  ay  }ou,  Pamela,  to  ibis  ?' 

'  O,  Sir ! 


550 


PAMELA. 


*  O,  Sir!  I  believe  I  fhall  begin  to 
«  love  the  lady  dearly,  and  that  is  what 
'  I  never  thought  I  /hould.  I  hope 

*  this  will  be  brought  about. 

«  But  I  fee,  give  me  leave  to  fay,  Sir, 

how  dangerouily  you  might  have  gone 

on,  both  you  and  the  lady,  under  the 

'  notion  of  this  Platoniclc  love,  till  two 

*  previous  fouls  might  have  been  loll:  and 
'  this  (hews  one,  as  well  in  fpirituals  as 

*  temporals,  from  what  (light  beginnings 
*•  the  greateft  mifchiefs  fometimes  fpring; 
*•  and  how  eajily  at  firft  a  breach  may  be 

*  ftopped,    that,    when    neyle&ed,    the 
'  waves  of  paffion  will  widen  till  they 

*  bear  down  ail  before  them.' 

4  Your  oMervation,  my  dear,  is  juhV 
replied  Mr.  B.  *  and  though  I  am  con- 

*  rident  the  lady  was  more  in    earneft 

*  than  myielf  in  the  notion  of  Platonick 

*  love,  yet  am  I  convinced,  and  always, 
'  was,  that  Platonick  love  is  Platoni'ck 

*  nonienfe:   'tis  the  fly  buzzing  about 

*  the  blaze,  till  it's  wings  are  fcorched  : 
'  or,  to  fpeak  Itill  ftronger,  it  is  a  bait  of 

*  the  devil  to  catch  the  unexperienced 
'  and  thoughtlefs :   nor  ought  i'uch  no- 

*  tions  tx>  be  pretended  to,  till  the  parties 
c  are  five  or  ten  years  on  the  other  fide 

*  of  their   grand  climafterick:  for  age, 

*  old  age,  and  nothing  elfcmufteftahiifli 
'  the  barriers  to  Platonick  love.     But,' 
continued  he,  *  this  was  my  comparative 

*  confutation,   though  a  very  bad  one, 
*•  that  had  I  fwerved,  I  ihouid  not  have 

*  given  the  only  inftance,  where  perlbns 

*  more  fcrupulous  than  I  pretend  to  be, 
'  have  begun  friendmips  even  with  fpi- 
'  ritual  views,  and  ended  them  as  grols- 

*  ly  ns  I  could  have  done,  ware  the  lady 

*  to  have  been  as  frail  as  her  tempter/ 

Here,  Madam,  Mr.  B.  rimmed  his 
narrative.  He  is  now  let  out  for  Tun- 
hridire  with  .all  my  papers.  I  have  no 
doxibt  in  his  honour  and  kind  aiVurances, 
iind  hope  my  next  will  be  a  joyful  let- 
ter; 2nd  that  I  mall  inform  you  in  it, 
that  the  affair  which  went  fo  near  my 
heart,  is  abfolutely  concluded  to  my  fa- 
tisfaction,  to  Mr.  B.'s,  and  to  the 
CountelVs;  for  if  it  be  fo  to  all  three, 
my  happinefs,  I  doubt  not,  will  be  found- 
ed on  a  permanent  bafis.  Mean  time  I 
am,  my  dear  good  lady,  your  moft  affec- 
tionate, and  obliged jifter  andfer^vant^ 

P.  B. 

LETTER    XXXVII. 

A   New  misfortune,  ray  dear  lady! 
— But  this  is  of  God  Almighty's 
lending j  fo  mult  bear  it  patiently.     My 


dear  baby  is  taken  with  the  fmall-pox  ? 
To  how  many  troubles  are  the  happieft 
of  us  fubjecled  in  this  life!  One  need 
not  multiply  them  by  one's  own  wilful 
mifmanagements  ! — I  am  able  to  mind 
nothing  elfe ! 

I  had  fo  much  joy  (as  I  told  your 
lady/hip  in  the  beginning  of  my  laft  let- 
ter but  one)  to  fee,  on  our  arrival  at  the 
farm-houfe,  my  deareft  Mr.  B.  my  be- 
loved baby,  and  my  good  father  and 
mother,  all  upon  one  happy  ipot  to- 
gether, that  I  fear  I  was  too  proud. — 
Yet  I  was  truly  thankful — I  am  fure  I 
was ! — But  I  had,  notwithstanding,  too 
much  pride,  and  too  much  pleafure,  on 
this  happy  occafion. 

I  told  your  ladyfhip,  in  my  laft,  that 
your  dear  brother  fet  out  on  Tuefday 
morning  for  Tunbridge  with  my  papers: 
and  I  was  longing  to  know  the  refult, 
hoping  that  every  thing  would  be  con- 
cluded to  the  latisfaclion  of  all  three: 
*  For,'  thought  I,  *  if  this  be  fo,  my  happi- 
nefs muft  be  permanent:'  but,  alas!  alas ! 
there  is  nothing  permanent  in  this  life. 
I  feel  it  by  experience  now  ! — I  knew  it 
before  by  theory !  but  that  was  not  fo 
near  and  interefting  by  half! 

For,  in  the  midft  of  all  my  pleafwrcs 
and  hopes;  in  the  midft  oY  my  dear  pa- 
rents joy  and  congratulations  on  our  ar- 
rival, and  on  what  had  paffed  fo  happily 
fince  we  were  laft  here  together,  (in  the 
birth  of  the  dear  child,  and  my  fafety, 
for  which  they  had  been  fo  apprehenfive) 
the  poor  baby  was  taken  ill.  It  was  on 
that  v  cry  Tuefday  afternoon  his  papa  let 
out  for  Tunbridge :  but  we  knew  not  it 
would  be  the  fmall-pox  till  Thurfday. 
O  Madam!  how  are  all  the  pleafures  I 
had  formed  to  myfelf  fickened  now  up- 
on me!  for  my  Billy  is  very  bad. 

They  talk  of  a  kind  fort ;  but,  alas ! 
they  talk  at  random  :  for  they  come  not 
out  at  all !  How  then  can  they  fay  they 
are  kind? — I  fear  the  nurfe's  conftitu- 
tion  is  too  hale  and  too  rich  for  the  dear 
baby  ! — Had  /  -been  permitted — Buf, 
hufh  !  all  my  repining//// — Except  one 
if\  and  that  is — if  it  be  got  happily 
over,  it  will  be  bert  he  had  it  fo  young, 
and  while  at  the  breaft  ! 

Oh  !  Madam,  Madam  !  The  fmall  ap- 
pearance that  there  was,  isgoneinagain: 
and  my  child,  my  dear  baby,  will  die  ! 
The  doctors  feem  to  think  fo. 

They  want  to  fen  ft  for  Mr.  B.  to  keep 
me  from  him! — But  I  forbid  it?— For 
what  fignifies  life  or  any  thing,  if  I  can- 
not fee  my  baby,  while  he  is  fo  dange- 
roufly  ill ! 

My 
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My  father,  and  motheJr  are,  for  the 
firft  time,  quite  cruel  to  me  ;  they  have 
forbid  me,  and  I  never  was  fo  defirous 
of  difobeying  them  before,  to  attend  the 
darling  of  my  heart :  and  why  ? — For 
fear  of  this  poor  face ! — For  fear  I  fhou'.d 
get  it  myfelf! — But  I  am  living  low,  very 
low,  and  have  taken  proper  precautions 
by  bleeding,  and  the  like,  to  leflen  the 
diftemper's  fury,  if  I  mould  have  it:  and 
the  reft  I  leave  to  Providence.  And  if 
Mr.  B/s  value  is  confined  fo  much  to 
this  poor  traniltoiy  fightlinefs,  he  muft 
not  break  with  hisCountefs,  I  think;  and 
if  I  am  ever  fo  deformed  in  perfon,  my 
poor  intellects,  I  hope,  will  not  be  im- 
paired, and  I  mall,  if  GOD  fpare  my 
Billy,  be  ufeful  in  his  firft  education, 
and  be  helpful  to  dear  Mifs  Goodwin—- 
or to  any  babies — with  all  my  heart — he 
may  make  me  an  humble  nurfe  to  ! — 
How  peevifli,  finfully  fo,  I  doubt,  dees 
this  accident,  and  their  affectionate  con- 
tradiction, make  one! 

I  have  this  moment  received  the  fol- 
lowing from  Mr.  B. 


MA1DSTON£< 


'  MY  DEAREST  LOVE, 


T  Am  greatly  touched  with  the  dear 
•*•  boy's  malady,  of  which  I  have  this 
moment  heard.  I  defire  you  inftantly 
to  come  to  me  hither,  in  the  chariot, 
with  the  bearer  Colbrand.  I  know 
what  your  grief  muft  be  :  but  as  you 
can  do  the  child  no  good,  I  beg  you'll 
oblige  me.  Every  thing  is  in  a  happy 
train;  but  I  can  think  of  nobody  but 
you,  and  (for  your  fake  principally, 
but  not  a  little  for  my  own}  my  boy. 
I  will  let  out  to  meet  you  ;  for  I  choole 
not  to  come  myfelf,  left  you  mould  en- 
deavour to  perfuademe  to  permit  your 
tarrying  about  him  ;  and  I  mould  be 
forry  to  deny  you  any  thing.  I  have 
taken  here  handfome  apartments  for 
you,  till  the  event,  which  I  pray  God 
may  be  happy,  mall  better  determine 
me  what  to  do,  I  will  be  everjowr  af- 
fettionate  and  faithful, ,' 

Maidftone  indeed  is  not  fo  very  far 
off,  but  one  may  hear  every  day  once  or 
twice,  by  a  man  andhorfe;  fo  I  will  go, 
to  mew  my  obedience,  fmce  Mr.  B.  is 
fo  intent  upon  it — But  I  cannot  live,  if 
I  am  not  permitted  to  come  back. — Oh! 
let  me  be  enabled,  gracious  Falher  !  to 
clofe  this  letter  more" happily  than  I  have 
begun  it ! 


I  have  been  fo  dreadfully  uneafy  at 
Maidftone,  that  Mr.  B.  has  been  fo  good 
ns  to  return  with  me  hither ;    and  I  find 
my  baby's  cafe  not  yet  quite  defperate. 
—I  am  eafier  now  I  fee  him,  in  prefence 
of  his  beloved  papa— who  lets  me  have 
all  my  way,  and  approves  of  my  prepa- 
rative method  for  myfelf  j  and  he  tells 
me,  that,  fmce  I  will  have  it  fo,  he  will 
indulge  me  in  my  attendance  on   the 
child,  and  endeavour  to  imitate  my  re- 
liance on  GOD — that  is  his  kind  expref- 
fion — and  leave  the  iflue  to  him.     And 
on  my  telling  him,  that  I  feared  nothing 
in  the  diftemper,  but  the  lofs  of  his  love, 
he  faid,   in  prefence  of  the  doctors,  and 
m)    father  and  mother,     prefling   my 
hand  to  his  lips—*  My  deareft  life,  make 
yourfelf  eafy  under  this  affliction,  and 
apprehend  nothing  for  yourfelf:  I  love 
you  more  for  your  mind  than  for  your 
face.     That  and  your  perfon  will  he 
the  fame  ;  and  were  that  fweet  face  to 
be  covered  with  feams  and  fears,  I  will 
value  you  the  more  for  the  misfortune : 
and  glad  I  am,  that  I  had  your  picture 
fo  well  drawn  in  town,  to  fatisfy  thofr 
who  have  heard   of  your  lovelinefs, 
what  you  were,  and  hitherto  are.     For 
myfelf,  my   admiration   lies  deeper  j 
and,1  drawing  me  to  the  other  enji  of 
he  room,  whifperingly  he  faid — *  The 
laft  uneafmefs  between  us,  I  now  be- 
gin to  think,  was  neceffary,  becaufe  it 
has  turned  all  my  delight  in  yo^,  more 
than  ever,  to  the  perfections  of  your 
mind  ;  and   fo  GOD  preferves  to  me 
the  life  of  my  Pamela,  I  care  not,  for  my 
own  part,    what  ravages  the  diftemper 
makes  here/  and  tapped  my  cheek. 
How  generous,  how  noble,  how  com- 
forting was  this !— I  will  make  this  ufe 
of  it  j  I  will  now  be  refigned  more  and 
more  to  this  difpenfation,  and  prepare 
myielf  for  the  worft  j  for  it  is  the  diipen- 
fation  of  that  Go D,   who  gave  me  my 
baby,  and  all  I  have  ! 

When  I  retired,  the  reflections  which 
I  made,  on  fuppofing  the  worft,  gave 
birth  to  the  following  ierious  lines  (for  I 
cannot  live  without  a  pen  in  my  hand) 
written,  as  by  a  third  perfon,  fuppofe  a 
good  minifter.  '  Your  ladyflrip  will  be 
pleafed  to  give  them  yaur  favourable  al- 
lowances. 

'  Tell  me,  fond  weeping  parent,  why 

4  Thou  fear' ft  fo  much  thy  child  flioulddie? 

'  'Tis  true,  tho'  buma-n  frail fj  may, 

4  Yrt  rtafin  can't,  have  much  to  fay. 

4  A  *  What 
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'  Wlvit  is  it  thou  thyfelf  haft  found 

*  In  this  dill,  heavy,  tirefome  round 
'  Of  life — to  make  thee  wifti  thy  fon 

*  Should  through  the  like  dark  mazes  run  ? 

«  Suppofe  th:  worft! — 'Twill  end  thy  fears, 

*  And  free  thee  from  a  world  of  cares. 

*  For,  Oh!  what  anxi  HIS  thoughts  arjfe 

*  Fiorn  hopefull'ft  youths,  to  damp  our  joys? 
'   Who,  from  the  morning's  brighteft  ray, 

«   Can  promile,  what  will  be  the  day  ?' 

When  I  went  from  my  apartment,  to 
go  to  my  child,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  met  me 
at  the  nur'ery  door,  and  led  me  back 
flgain.  '  You  muft  not  go  in  again,  my 
'  cleared.  They  have  juft  been  giving  the 

*  child  othur  things  to  try  to  drive  outthe 

*  malady ;  and  fome  puftulesfeem  to  pro- 

*  mife  on  his'breaft.'     I  made  no  doubt, 
my  baby  was  then  in  extremity;  and  I 
would  have  given  the  world  to  have  fhed 
a  few  tears,  but  I  could  not. 

With  the  moft  fbothing  goodnefs  he 
led  me  to  my  deflc,  and  withdrew  to-  atr 
tencl  the  dear  baby  himfelf ; — to  fee  his 
laft  gafpingi,  poor  little  lamb,  I  make 
310  doubt! 

This  fufpenfe,  and  my  own  ftrange 
hardnefs  of  heart,  that  would  not  give 
up  one  tear,  (tor  the  paffage  from  that 
to  my  eyes  fcemed  quite  choaked  up, 
which  ul'ed  to  be  fo  open  and  ready  on 
other  occafions,  affecting  ones  too)  pro- 
duced thefe  lines  i 


'  Why  dees  my  full-fwo'n  heart  deny 

The  tear,  rclief-ful,  to  my  eye  ? 

If  a  1  my  joys  arc  pals  d  away, 

And  thou,  dear  boy,  to  parent  clay 

Art  hafting,  the  laft  debt  to  pay  ; 

Refign  me  to  thy  will,  my  GOD: 

Let  me,  with  patience,  bear  this  rod* 

Ho. Never  heavy  be  the  ftroke, 

if  tiiou  wilt  not  his  doom  revoke, 

Let  me  all  linful  anguifll  fhun, 

And  fay,  relign'd— "  Thy  will  be  done  ! 


Two  days  have  pirTed,  dreadful  days 
of  luipenie  !  and  now,  bleffed  be  GOD  ! 
who  has  given  me  hope  that  onr  prayers 
are  heard,  the  pufttiles  come  kindly  out, 
very  thick  in  his  bread,  and  on  his  fa^; 
but  of  a  good  fort,  they  tell  me* — They 
won't  ktme  fee  him;  indeed  they  won't ! 
— What  cruel  kindnefs  is  this !  One 
mult  believe  all  they  tell  one ! 

But,  my  dear  lady,  my  fpirits  are  fo 
weak;  I  havefuch  a  violent  head-ach,  and 
have  fuch  aftrange  fliivering  diforder  all 
running  down  my  back,  and  I  was  fo  hot 


juft  now,  and  am  fo  cold  at  this  prefent 
— -aguiflily  inclined — I  don't  know  how  ! 
— that  I  rnuft  leave  off,   the  poll   going 
away,   with  the   affurance,  that   I  am^ 
and  will  be  to  the  laft   hour  of  my  life," 
your  ladyftips  grateful  and  obliged  fijltr 
and  fer<vant) 

P.  B. 


LETTER     XXXVIII. 

?ROM  MR.   B.  TO  LADY  DAVERS. 
MY    DEAR    SISTTR, 

I  Take  very  kindly  your  folicitude  for 
the  health  of   my  beloved  Pamela, 
The  laft  line  flie  wrote  was  to  you  ;  for 
fhe  took  to  her  bed  the  moment  fhe  laid 
down  her  pen. 

I  told  her  your  kjnd  meffage,  and 
wiflies  for  her  iafety,  by  my  lord's  gen- 
tleman ;  and  fhe  begged  I  would  write  a 
line  to  thank  you  in  her  name  for  your 
affectionate  regards  to  her. 

She  is  in  a  fine  way  to  do  well :  for, 
with  her  accuftomed  prudence,  fhe  had 
begun  to  prepare  herfelf  by  a  proper  re- 
gimen, the  moment  fhe  knew  the  child's 
iiJnefs  was  the  fmall-pox. 

The  worft  is  over  with  the  boy,  which 
keeps  up  her  fpii  its ;  and  her  mother  is  fo 
excellent  a  nurfe  to  both,  and  we  are  io 
happy  likewife  in  the  care  of  a  fkilful 
phylician,  Dr.  M.  (who  directs  and  ap- 
proves of  every  thing  the  good  dame 
does)  that  it  is  a  fmgular  providence  this 
malady  feized  them  here;  and  affords  no 
I'm  a  11  comfort  to  the  dear  creature  her- 
felf. 

When  I  tell  you,  that  to  all  appear- 
ance, her  charming  face  will  not  receive 
any  disfigurement  by  this  cruel  enemy 
to  beauty,  I  am  fnrtyou  will  congratu- 
late me  upon  a  felicity  fo  defirable  :  but 
were  it  to  be  otherwife,  if  I  were  ca- 
pable of  flighting  a  perfon,  whoi'e  prin- 
cipal beauties  are  much  deeper  than  the 
fkin,  I  mould  deferve  to  be  thought  the 
moft  unworthy  and  fuperficial  of  huf- 
bands. 

Whatever  your  notions  have  been,  my 
ever-ready  cenfuring  Lady  Davers,  of 
your  brother,  on  a  certain  affair,  I  do 
afiure  you,  that  I  never  did,  and  never 
can,  love  any  woman  as  I  love  my  Pa- 
mela. 

It  is  indeed  impoiTible  I  can  ever  love 

her  better  than  I  do  j  and  her  outward 
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KmnticS  are  far  from  being  indifferent  to 
me;  yet,  if  I  know  myfelf,  I  am  lure  1  have 
juiticc  enough  to  love  her  equally,  and 
generality  enough  to  be  more  tender  of 
her,  were  (he  to  fuffer  by  this  diftemper. 
But,  as  her  humility,  and  her  affection 
to  me,  would  induce  her  to  think  herielf 
under  greater  obligation  to  me,  tbrfuch 
my  tendernefs  to  her,  were  (he  to  lofe  any 
the  leaft  valuable  of  her  perfections,  Ire- 
ioice,  that  fhe  will  have  no  reafon  for 
mortification  on  that  i'core. 

My  refpecls  to  LordDavers,  and  your 
noble  neighbours.  I  am,  jour  offefiion- 
ate  brother ;  and  humble  fer-vant. 


LETTER     XXXIX. 

FROM    LADY  DAVERS,     IN     ANSWER 
TO    THE  PRECEDING. 

MY   DEAR   BROTHER, 

I  Do  moft  heartily  congratulate  you  on 
the  recovery  of  Matter  Billy,  and  the 
good  way  my  filler  is  in .  I  am  the  more 
rejoiced,  as  her  fweet  face  is  not  likely 
to  fuffer  by  the  malady ;  for,  be  the  beau- 
ties of  the  mind  what  they  will,  thofe  of 
perfon  are  no  fmall  recommendation, 
with  Ibme  folks,  I  am  furc;  and  I  began 
to  be  afraid,  that  when  it  was  hardly" 
poflible  for  both  conjoined  to  keep  a  roving 
mind  conftant,  that  one  only  would  not 
be  fufficient. 

This  news  gives  me  the  more  pleafure, 
becaufe  I  am  well  informed,  that  a  cer- 
tain gay  lady  was  p leafed  to  give  herielf 
airs  upon  hearing  of  my  lifter's  illnefs  ; 
as,  That  me  could  not  be  fony  for  it ; 
for  now  {he  mould  look  upon  herielf  as 
the  prettieft  woman  in  England,  She 
meant  only,  I  fuppofe,  as  to  out-juard 
prettinefs,  brother! 

You  give  me  the  name  of  a  riady  cen- 
furer.  I  own,  I  think  myfelf  to  be  not 
a  little  interelled  in  all  that  regards  my 
brother,  and  his  honour.  But  when 
fome  people  are  not  readier  to  cenfure, 
than  others  to  trefpafs,  I  know  hot  whe- 
ther they  can  with  juitice  be  ftylcd  cen- 
forious. 

But  however  that  be,  the  rod  feems  to 
have  been  held  up,  as  a  warning — and 
that  the  blow,  in  the  irreparable  depri- 
vation, is  not  given,  is  a  mercy,  which  I 
hope  will  bedeferved  j  though  you  never 
can  thofe  very  fignal  ones  you  receive 
at  the  Divine  hands,  beyond  any  man  I 
kuovv.  For,even  (if  I  m'all  not  be  deem- 


ed cenforious  again)  your  very  vices  have 
been  turned  to  your  felicity,  as  if  GOD 
would  try  the  noblenefs  of  the  heart  he 
has  given  you,  by  overcoming  you  (in 
nniwer  to  my  fitter's  conftant  prayers,  tit, 
well  as  mine)  by  mercies  rather  than  by 
judgments. 

I  might  give  inftanccs  of  the  truth  of 
this  obfervalion,  in  alinott  all  the  actions 


this  method  be  ingratefully  flighted,  the 
uplifted  arm  fall  not  down  with  double 
weight  on  thy  devoted  head  ! 

I  muft  always  love  and. honour  my 
brother,  but  cannot  help  fpeaking  my 
mind:  which,  after  all,  is  the  natural  re- 
fult  of  that  very  love  and  honour,  and 
which  obliges  me  to  ftyle  myfelf  your 
truly  ajfettionatefijler, 

B.  DAVERS, 


LETTER    XL. 

FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  LADY  DAVERS, 
MY   DEAREST    I.ADY, 

MY  mil  letter,  and  my  firft  devoirs, 
after  thofe  of  thankfulnefs  to  that 
gracious  GOD,  who  has  fo  happily  con- 
dudted  me  through  two  fuch  heavy  trials, 
as  my  child's  and  my  own  ijlnefs,  inult 
be  directed  to  your  ladyfhip,  with  all 
due  acknowledgment  of  your  generous 
and  affectionate  concern  for  me. 

We  are  now  preparing  for  our  jour- 
ney to  Bedfordshire ;  and  there,  to  my 
great  fatisfaction,  I  am  to  be  favoured 
with  the  care  of  Mifs  Goodwin. 

After  we  have  tarried  about  a  month 
there,  Mr.  B.  will  make  a  tour  with  me 
through  feveral  counties,  (taking  the 
Hall  in  the  way,  for  about  a  fortnight) 
and  mew  me  what  is  remarkable  every 
where  as  we  pafs  ;  for  this,  he  is  pleafed 
to  think,  will  better  contribute  to  my 
health,  than  any  other  method  \  for  the 
diilemper  has  left  upon  me  a  kind  of 
wearinefs  and  liftlcflnefs  ;  and  he  nro- 
pofes  to  be  out  with  me  till  the  Bath 
leafon  begins  j  and  by  the  aid  of  thole 
healing  and  balikniic  waters,  he  hopes, 
I  fliajl  be  quite  dbblifhed.  Afterwards 
he  proppfes  to  return  to  Bedfordlhire  for 
a  little  while  ;  then  to  London  ;  'and  then 
to  Kent;  aud,  if  nothing  hinders,  has  a 
great  mind  to  cany  me  over  to  Paiis. 

Thus  j3c&  kindly  docs  he  amufe  arul 
4  A  i  divcit 
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divert  me  with  his  agreeable  fchemes  and 
propofals.  But  I  have  made  one  amend- 
ment to  themj  and  that  is,  that  I  muft 
not  be  denied  to  pay  my  refpecls  to  your 
ladyfhip,  at  your  feat,  and  to  my  good 
Lady  Countefs  in  the  fame  neighbour- 
hood, and  this  will  be  far  from  being  the 
leaft  of  my  pleafures. 

I  have  had  congratulations  without 
nnmber  upon  my  recovery ;  hut  one 
among  the  reft,  I  did  not  expect  ;  from 
the  Countefs  Dowager:  could  you  think 
it,  Madam  ?  who  fent  me  by  her  gentle- 
man the  following  letter  from  Tu»- 
bridge. 

*    MADAM, 

'  T  Hope,  among  the  congratulations 
*  of  your  numerous  admirers,  on 
your  happy  recovery,  my  very  fincere 
ones  will  not  be  unacceptable.  I  have 
no  other  motive  for  making  you  my 
compliments  on  this  occahon,  on  fo 
llender  an  acquaintance,  than  the  plea- 
iure  it  gives  me,  that  the  publick,  as 
well  as  your  private  friends,  have  not 
been  deprived  of  a  lady  whofe  exam- 
ple, in  every  duty  of  life,  is  of  fo  much 
concern  to  both.  May  you,  Madam, 
long  rejoice  in  an  uninterrupted  ftate 
of  bappinefs,  anfwerable  to  yoxir  me- 
rits, and  to  your  own  wifhes,  are  thofe 

*  of  jour  mo/l  obedient  humble fer<vantS 

To  this  kind  letter  I  returned  the  fol- 
lowing: 

'    MADAM, 

*  T  Am  -under  the  higheft  obligatfon  to 
•*•  your  generous  favour,  in  your  kind 
compliments  of  congratulation  on  my 
recovery.    There  is  ibmething  fo  noble 
and  fo  condefcending  in  the  honour 
you  have  done  rne,  on  fo  (lender  an  ac- 
quaintance, that  it  befpeaks  the  exalted 
mind  and  character  of  a  lady,  who,  in 
the 

noblenefs 

May  God  Almighty  blefs  you,  my 
dear  lady,  with  all  the  good  you  wim 
me,  and  with  increafe  of  honour  and 
glory,  both  here  and  hereafter,  prays, 
and  will  always  pray,  your  ladyjhip's 

*  mojl  obliged  and  obedient  fer<vant, 

<  P.B.' 

This  leads  me  to  mention  to  your  "la- 
dyfhip,  what  ray  illnefs  would  not  per- 


principles  of  generofity,  and  in  true 
ilenefs  of  nature,  has  no  example. 


rait  me  to  do  before,  that  Mr.  B.  met 
with  fuch  a  reception  and  audience  from 
the  Countefs,  when  he  attended  her,  in 
all  he  had  to  offer  and  propole  to  her,. 
and  in  her  patient  hearing  of  what  he 
thought  fit  to  read  her,  from  your  Udy- 
ftiip's  letters  and  mine,  that  he  faid — 
'  Don't  be  jealous,  my  dear  Pamela}  but 

*  I  muft  admire  her  as  long  as  I  live.' 
He  gave  me  the  particulars,  fo  much 

to  her  ladyfhip's  honour,  that  I  told  him, 
he  Ihould  not  only  be  welcome  to  admire 
her  ladymip,bttt  that  I  would  admire  her 
too. 

They  parted  very  good  friends,  and 
with  great  profeffions  of  efteem  for  each 
other — And  as  Mr.  B.  had  undertaken 
to  infpsct  into  fome  exceptionable  ac- 
counts and  managements  of  her  lady- 
fhip's  bailiff,  one  of  her  fervants  brought 
a  letter  for  him  on  Monday  lart,  wholly 
written  on  that  fubject.  But  her  lady- 
fiiip  was  fo  kind  ana  confiderate,  as  to 
fend  it  unfealed,  in  a  cover  directed  to 
me.  When  I  opened  it,  I  was  frighted 
to  fee  it  begin  to  Mr.  B.  and  I  haitened 
to  find  him  in  the  walk  up  to  the  new- 
raifed  mount — *  Dear  Sir — Here's  fome 
'*  miftake — You  fee  the  direction  is  to 
'  Mrs.  B. — 'Tis  very  plain — But  upon 

*  my  word,  I  have  not  read  it." 

'  Don't  be  unealy,  my  love. — I  know 
'  what  the  fubject  muft  be;  but  I  dare 

*  fwear  there  is  nothing,  nor  will  there 
'  ever  be,  but  what  you  or  any  body  may 
«  fee.' 

He  read  it,  and  giving  it  to  me  to 
peru fe,  faid — f  Aniwer  yourfelf  the  poft- 
'  fcript,  my  dear.'— That  was — '  If, 

*  Sir,  the  trouble  I  give  you,  is  likely  to 
'  fubiect  you  or  your  lady  to  uneafi- 
'  neis  or  apprehen  lions,   I  beg  you  will 

*  not  be  concerned  in  it.    I  will  then  fet 
'  about  the  matter  myfelf;  for  my  uncle 
'  I  will  not  {rouble;  yet,  women  enter 

*  into  thefe  particulars  with  as  little  ad- 

*  vantage  to  themfelves  as  inclination.' 
I  told  him,  I  was  entirely  eafy  and  un- 

apprehenfive;  and,  after  all  his  good nefs 
to  me,  mould  be  fo,  if  he  law  the  Countefs 
every  day.  '  That's  kindly  faid,  my 
dear/  returned  he; «  but  I  will  not  truit 
myfelf  to  fee  her  every  day,  or  at  all, 
for  the  prefent;  I'll  allure  you,  I  will 
not. — But  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  corre- 
fpond  with  her  for  a  month  or  fo,  on 
this  occalion  :  unlefs  you  prohibit  it; 
and  it  fhall  be  in  your  power  to  do  fo." 
J  faid,  with  mv  whole  heart,  he  mightj 

and 


P  A  M  E  L  A. 


555 


and  I  fliould  be  quite  eafy  in  both  their 
honours. 

'  Yet  will  I  not,  Pamela,'  faid  he, 
unlefs  you  fee  our  letters;  for  I  know 
fhe  will  always,  now  fhe  has  begun, 
fend  in  a  cover  to  you,  what  fhe  will  * 
write  to  me,  unfealed;  and  whether  I 
am  at  home,  or  abroad,  I  mall  take  it 
unkindly,  if  you  do  not  read  them.' 
He  went  in  with  me,  and  wrote  an  an- 
fwer,  which  he  fent  by  the  meffenger; 
but  would  make  me,  whether  I  would  or 
not,  read  it,  and  feal  it  up  with  hisfeal. 
But  all  this  needed  not  to  me  now,  who 
think  fo  much  better  of  the  lady  than  I 
did  before;  and  am  fo  well  fatisfied  in 
his  own  honour  and  generous  affection 
for  me;  for  you  faw,  Madam,  in  what  I 
wrote  before,  that  he  always  loved  me, 
though  he  was  angry  at  times,  at  my 
change  of  temper,  as  he  apprehended  it, 
not  knowing  that  I  was  apprifed  of  what 
had  pafied  between  him  and  the  Countefs. 
I  really  am  better  pleafed  with  this  cor- 
refpondence,  than  I  fliould  have  been,  had 
it  not  been  carried  on  ;  becaufe  the  fer- 
vants,  on  both  fides,  will  fee,  by  my  de- 
portment on  the  occalion,  (and  I  will  of- 
ficioufly,  with  a  fmiling  countenance, 
throw  myfelf  in  their  obfervation)  that  it 
is  quite  innocent ;  and  this  may  help  to> 
filence  the  mouths  of  thofe  who  have  fo 
freely  cenfu red  their  conduct. 

Indeed,  Madam,  I  think  I  have  re- 
ceived no  fmall  good  myfelf  by  that  af- 
fair,  which  once  lay  fo  heavy  upon  me  : 
for  I  don't  believe  I  fhall  be  ever  jealous 
again ;  indeed  I  don't  think  I  fhall.  AM! 
won't  that  be  an  ugly  foible  overcome  ? 
I  fee  what  may  be  dor>e,  in  cafes  not  fa- 
vourable to  our  wifhes,  by  the  aid  of 
proper  reflection ;  and  that  the  bee  is  not 
the  only  creature  that  may  make  honey 
out  of  the  bitter  flowers,  as  well  as  the 
fweet. 

My  beft  and  moft  grateful  refpefts 
and  thanks  to  my  good*Lord  Davers;  to 
theEarl,  and  his  excellent  Countefs;  and 
mo-tt  particularly  to  Lady  Betty,  (with 
whofe  kind  compliments  your  ladyfhip 
acquaints  me)  and  to  Mr.  H.  for  all 
your  united  congratulations  on  my  reco- 
very. What  obligations  do  I  lie  under 
to  fuch  noble  and  generous  well-wi fliers  I 
—I  can  make  no  return,  but  by  my 
prayers,  that  God,  by  his  goodncfs,  will 
fupply  all  my  defers.  And  thefe  wHl  al  - 
ways  attend  you, from, my  deareft  lady, 
your  ever  obliged fijlert  and  humble  fer- 

P.  B, 


Mr.  H.  is  juft  arrived.  Hefays,he  comes 
a  fpecial  meffenger,  to  make  a  report 
how  my  face  has  come  off.  He  makes 
me  many  compliments  upon  it.  Ho\v 
kind  your  ladyfhip  is,  to  enter  fo  fa- 
vourably into  the  minuteft  concerns, 
which  you  think  may  any  way  affect 
my  future  happinefs  in  your  dear  bro- 
ther's opinion! — I  want  to  pour  out 
all  my  joy  and  my  thankfulnefs  to 
God,  before  your  ladyfliip,  and  the 
good  Countefs  of  C — — !  For  I  ana  a 
happy,  yea,  able/led  creature!  Mr. 
B.'s  boy,  your  ladyfhh/s  boy,  andrny 
boy,  is  charmingly  well ;  quite  ftrong, 
and  very  forward,  for  his  months ;  and 
his  papa  is  delighted  with  him  inert 
and  more. 


1  E  T  T  E  R    XLI. 

MY   DEAR    MISS    DARNFORD, 

I  Hope  you  are  happy  and  well.  You 
kindly  fay  you  can't  be  fo,  till  you, 
bear  of  my  perfect  recovery.  And  this, 
bleffecl  be  G£d !  you  have  heard  already 
from  Mr.  B. 

As  to  your  intimation  of  the  fair  Nun, 
'tis  all  happily  over.  Bleffed  be  God  for 
that  too !  And  I  have  a  better  and  more 
endearing  hufband  than  ever.  Did  you 
think  that  could  be  ? 

My  Billy  too  improves  every  day:  and 
my  clear  father  and  mother  feem  to  have 
their  youth  renewed  like  the  eagle's. 
How  many  bleflings  have  I  to  be  thank- 
ful for ! 

We  are  about  to  turn  travellers,  to  the 
northern  counties,  I  think,  quite  to  the 
borders  :  and  afterwards  to  the  weftern, 
to  Bath,  to  Briftol,  and  I  know  not 
whither  myfelf:  but  among  the  reft,  to 
Lincoln/hire,  that  you  may  be  fure  of* 
Then  how  happy  fliould  I  be  in  my  dear 
Mifs  Darnford ! 

I  long  to  hear  whether  poor  Mrs .  Jewkes 
is  better  or  worfe  for  the  advice  of  the 
doftor,  whom  I  ordered  to  attend  her 
from  Stamford;  aud  in  what  frame  her 
mind  is. 

Do,  my  dear,  vouchfafe  her  a  vifit  In 
my  name  ;  tell  her,  if  fhe  be  low-fpiritedp 
what  GOD  hath  done  for  me,  as  to  my 
recovery,  and  comfort  her  all  you  can  f 
and  bid  her  (pare  neither  expence  nor 
attendance,  nor  atty  thing  her  heart  can 
wifh  for,  nor  the  company  of  any  rela- 
tions or  friends  fhe  may  defire  to  be  with 
her. 

If  flic  is  in  her  loft  flage,  poor  foul! 

how 
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bow  noble  will  it  be  in  you  to  give  heJ 
comfort  and  confutation  in  her  dying 
hours  f 

Although  we  can  merit  nothing  at  the 
hand  of  God,  yet  I  have  a  notion,  that 
we  cannot  deferve  more  of  one  another, 
and  in  fome  fenfe,  for  that  reafon,  of 
HIM,  than  in  our  charities  on  fo  trying 
an  exigence!  When  the  poor  foul  flancls 
fhivering,  as  it  were,  on  the  verge  of 
death,  and  has  nothing  flrong,  but  it's 
fe;irs  and  doubts!  Then  a  little  balm 
poured  into  the  wounds  of  the  mind,  a 
little  comforting  advice  to  rely  onGoD-'s 
mercies,  from  a  good  perfon,  how  con- 
folatory  muftit  be!  Andhow,  like  morn- 
ing milts  before  the  fun,  mull  all  diffi- 
dences, and  gloomy  doubts,  be  chafed 
away  by  it! 

But,my  dear  Mifs  Darnford,the  great 
occafion  of  my  writing  to  you  juft  now,is, 
by  Lady  Davers's  defire,  on  a  quite  dif- 
ferent fubjecl.  She  knows  how  we  love 
one  another.  And  mehasfentme  the  fol- 
lowing lines  by  herkinfman,  who  came 
to  Kent,  purpofely  to  inquire  how  my 
face  fared  in  thefmall-pox;  and  accom- 
panied us  from  Kent  hither,  [i.e.  to 
Bedfordfhire]  and  fets  out  to-morrow 
for  Lord  Davers's. 

«    MY   DEAR   PAMELA, 

*  T  A  C  KE  Y  will  tell  you  the  reafon 
J  *  of  his  journey,  mycuriofity,  on 
your  own  ac  ount:  arid  I  fend  this  letter 
by  him;  but  he  knows  not  the  contents. 
My  good  Lord  Davers  wants  to  have 
his  nephew  married,  andlettled  in  the 
world:  and  his  noble  father  leaves  the 
whole  matter  to  my  lord,  as  to  the  per- 
fon, fettlements,  &c. 
«  Now  I,  as  well  as  my  lord,  think  fo 
highly  of  the  prudence,  the  perfon,  and 
family  of  your  Mifs  Darnford,  that  we 
mall  be  obliged  to  you,  to  found  the 
young  lady  on  this  fcore. 
*  I  know  Mr.  H.  would  wifh  for  no 
greater  happinefs.  But  if  (he  is  en- 
gaged, or  cannot  love  my  nephew,  I 
don't  care,  nor  would  my  lord,  that  fuch 
a  propofal  mould.be  received  with  un- 
due flight.  His  birth,  and  the  title  and 
eftate  he  is  heir  to,  are  advantages  that 
require  a  lady's  confideration.  He  has 
not  indeed  fo  much  wit  as  Mifs  ;  but 
he  has  enough  for  a  lord,  whofe  friends 
are  born  before  him,  as  the  phrafe  is; 

f  i=i  very  good-humoured,  no  fool,  no 


fat,  no  debauchee  :  and  let  me  tell  you, 
thefe  are  circumftances  not  to  be  met 
with  every  day  in  a  young  man  of  qua- 
lity. 

*  As  to  fettlements,  fortune,  &c.  I 
fancy  there  would  be  no  great  difficul- 
ties. The  bufmefs  is,  if*  Mifs  Darn- 
ford  could  love  him  well  enough  for  a 
hufband?  That  we  leave  to  you  to 
found  the  young  lady;  and  if  me  thinks 
me  can,  we  will  dire6lly  begin  a  treaty 
with  Sir  Simon  on  that  fubjecl.  I  am, 
my  dearelt  Pamela,  jour  e<ver  affec- 
tionate fijler^ 

'  B.  DAVERS/ 


Now,  my  dear  friend,  as  my  lady  has 
fo  well  dated  the  cafe,  I  beg  you  to  en- 
able me  to  return  an  anfwer.  I  will  not 
fay  one  word  pro  or  con,  till  I  know  your 
mind. — Only,  that  I  think  he  is  good- 
humoured,  and  might  be  eafily  perfuad- 
ed  to  any  thing  a  lady  mould  think  rea- 
fonable. 

And  now,  I  mufttell  you  another  piece 
of  news  in  the  matrimonial  way.  Mr. 
Williams  has  been  here  to  congratulate 
us  on  our  multiplied  bleflings  ;  and  he 
has  acquainted  Mr.  B.  that  an  overture 
has  been  made  him  by  his  new  patron, 
of  a  kinfwoman  of  his  lordmip's,  a  per- 
fon of  virtue  and  merit,  and  a  fortune 
of  three  thoufand  pounds,  to  make  him 
amends,  as  the  earl  tells  him,  for  quitting 
a  better  living  to  oblige  him  ;  and  that 
he  is  in  great  hope  of  obtaining  the  lady's 
confent,  which  is  all  that  is  wanting. 
Mr.  B.  is  very  much  pleafed  with  fo  good 
a  profpeft  in  Mr.Williams's  favour,  and 
has  been  in  the  lady's  company  former- 
ly at  a  ball,  at  Glouceftcr;  and  he  fays, 
me  is  prudent  and  defending ;  and  offers 
to  make  a  journey  on  purpofe  to  forward 
it,  if  he  can  be  of  fervice  to  him. 

I  fuppofe  you  know,  that  all  is  adjufl  - 
ed,  according  to  the  fcheme  I  formerly 
acquainted  you  with*,  between  Mr. 
Adams  and  that  gentleman !  and  both 
are  fettled  in  their  refpeftive  livings.  But 
I  ought  to  have  told  you,  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, upon  inature  deliberation,  declin- 
ed the  flipulated  eighty  pounds  per  an- 
num from  Mr.  Adams,  as  he  thought 
it  would  have  a  fimoniacal  appearance. 

But  now  my  hand's  in,  let  me  tell  you 
ofa  third  matrimonial  proportion,  which 
gives  me  more  puzzle  and  diflike  a  great 
deal.  And  that  is,  Mr.  Adams  has, 


*  See  her  journal  of  Tuefday,  Letter  xxxii.  Vol.  III» 
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v/ith  great  reluctance,  and  after  abun- 
dance cf"  bafhful  apologies,  afked  me,  if 
I  have  any  objection  to  his  making  his 
addreifes  to  Polly  Barlow  ?  which  how- 
tver,  he  told  me,  he  had  not  mentiened 
to  her,  nor  to  any  body  living,  becaufe 
he  would  firft  know  whether  I  mould 
take  it  amifs,  as  her  fervice  was  fo  imme- 
diately about  my  perfon. 

This  unexMC&ed  motion  perplexed  me 
a  good  deal.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  worthy 
man.  He  has  now  a  very  good  living  ; 
but  is  but  juft  entered  upon  it;  and,  I 
think,  according  to  his  accuftomed  pru- 
dence in  other  refpecls,  had  better  have 
turned  himfelf  about  firft. 

But  that  is  no;  the  point  with  me  nei- 
ther. I  have  a  great  regard  to  the  func- 
tion. I  think  it  is  as  neceflary,  in  order 
to  preferve  the  ref  :ecl:  due  to  the  clergy, 
that  their  wives  mould  be  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  as  unblemished,  and  as  circum- 
fpecl,  as  themielves  ;  and  this  for  the 
gentleman's  own  fake,  as  well  as  in  the 
eye  of  the  world  :  for  how  (hall  he  prr- 
liie  his  itudies  with  comfort  to  himfelf. 
if  he  be  made  uneafy  at  home?  or  how 
ihall  he  expecl  his  female  parifhioners 
will  regard  his  publick  preaching,  if  he 
cannot  have  a  due  influence  over  the/>n- 
*vate  conduct  of  his  wife  ? 

I  can't  fay,  excepting  in  the  inftance 
of  Mr.  H.  but  Polly  is  a  good  fort  of 
body  enough  ;  fo  far  as  I  know  :  but 
that  is  fuch  a  blot  in  the  poor  girl's  ef- 
cutcheon,  a  thing  not  accidental^  i\o\.fur- 
prifed  into,  not  owing  to  inattention, 
but  to  cool  premeditation,  after  fhe  had 
flept  over  and  over  upon  it ;  that,  I  think, 
I  could  wifh  Mr.  Adams  a  wife  more  un- 
exceptionable. 

'Tis  true,  Mr.  A.lams  knows  not 
this; — "but  that  is  one  of  my  difficulties. 
If  1  acquaint  him  with  it,  I  mall  hurt  the 
poor  girl  irreparably,  and  deprive  her  of 
a  hulband,  to  whom  (he  may  poflibly 
make  a  good  wife — For  me  is  not  very 
meanly  defcended — much  better  than 
myfelf,  as  the  world  would  fay,  were  a 
judgment  to  be  made  from  my  father's 
low  eftate,  when  I  was  exalted — I  never, 
my  dear,  (hall  be  afhamed  of  thefe  retro- 
fpeflious  ! 

She  is  genteel,  has  a  very  innocent 
look,  a  good  face,  is  neat  in  her  perfon, 
and  not  addicted  to  any  excefs,  that  I 
know  of.  But,  _/?*//,  that  one  premedi- 
tated fault,  is  fo  fad  a  one,  though  (he 
might  make  a  good  wife  for  any  middling 
man  of  bufinefs, — yet  fhe  wants,  me- 


thinks,  thatdifcretion,  that  purity,  which 
I  would  always  have  in  the  wife  of  a  good 
clergyman. 

Then,  me  has  not  applied  her  thoughts 
to  that  fort  of  ceconomy,  which  the  wife 
of  a  country  clergyman  ought  to  know 
fomething  of :  and  has  fuch  a  turn  to 
drefs  and  appearance, that  I  can  fee,  if  in- 
dulged, (he  would  not  be  one  that  would 
help  to  remove  the  fcandal  which  fome 
fevere  remarkers  are  apt  to  throw  upon 
the  wives  of  parfons,  as  they  call  them. 

The  maiden,  I  believe,  likes  Mr. 
Adams  not  a  little.  She  is  very  courte- 
ous to  every  body,  but  mod  to  him  of 
any  body,  and  never  has  miffed  being 
prefent  at  our  Sunday  duties  ;  and  five 
or  fix  times,  Mrs.  Jervis  tells  me,  (he  has 
found  her  delirous  to  have  Mr.  Adams 
expound  this  text,  and  that  difficulty  ; 
and  the  good  man  is  taken  with  her  piety : 
which,  and  her  reformation,  I  hope  is 
fmcere  :  bnt,  (he  is  very  fly, very  fubtle, 
as  I  have  found  in  feveral  inftances,  as 
foolifh  as  me  was  in  the  affair  I  hint  at. 

1  So,'  fometimes  I  fay  to  myfelf,  '  the 
*  girl  may  love  Mr.  Adams:' — '  Ay," 
but  then  I  artfwer,  «  fo  (he  did  Mr.  tt. 
'  and  on  his  own  very  bad  terms  too.'— 
In  fhort — but  I  won't  be  too  cenibrious 
neither. 

So  I'll  fay  no  more,  than  that  I  was 
perplexed;  and  yet  mould  be  very  glad 
to  have  Polly  well  married;  for,  fmcethat 
time,  I  have  always  had  fome  diffidences 
about  her — Becaufe,  you  know,  Mils— 
her  fault  was  fo  enormous,  and,  as  I  have 
-raid,  fo  premeditated.  I  wanted  you  to 
advife  with. — But  this  was  the  method  I 
took. 

I  appointed  Mr.  Adams  to  drink  a 
difh  of  tea  with  me  in  the  afternoon. 
Polly  attended,  as  (he  generally  does ; 
for  I  can't  fay  I  love  men  attendants  in 
thele  womanly  offices — A  tea-kettle  in  a 
man's  hand,  that  would,  if  there  was  no 
better  employment  for  him,  be  fitter  to 
hold  a  plough,  or  handle  a  flail,  or  a 
fey  the,  has  fuch  a  look  with  it  ! — This 
is  like  my  low  breeding,  fome  would  fay, 
perhaps, — but  I  cannot  call  things  oo- 
lite, that  I  think  unfeemly ;  and,  more- 
over, let  me  tell  you,  Lady  Davers  keeps 
me  in  countenance  in  this  my  notion  5  and 
who  doubts  her  politenefs  ? 

Well,  but  Polly  attended,  as  I  faid ; 
and  there  were  ftrange  fnnperings,  and 
bowing,  and  curt'fying,  between  them  ; 
the  honeft  gentleman  feeming  not  to  know 
how  to  let  his  miftrefs  wait  upon  him  ; 

while 
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•while  flic  behaved  w'ith  as  muchrefpeft 
and  officioufners,  as  if  me  could  not  do 
too  much  for  him. 

1  Very  well/  thought  I,  «  I  have  fuch 

an  opinion  of  yourveracity,Mr.  Adam  s, 

that  I  dare  fay  you  have  not,  hecaufe 

you  told  m«  you  have  not,  mentioned 

the  matter  to  Polly:  but  between  her 

cfficiouiheis,  and  your  mutual  fimper- 

ings  and  complaifance,  I  fee  you  have 

found  out  a  language  between  you, 

that  is  full  as  fignificantas  plain Eng- 

lim  words.     Polly,'  thought  I,  'fees 

no  difficulty  in  //us  text;  nor  need  you, 

Mr.  Adams,    have  much  trouble  to 

make  'her  underftand  you,  when  you 

come  to  expound  upon  this  fubjecl.' 

I  was  forced,   in  Ihort,  to  put  on  a 

ftatelier   and  more  referved  appearance 

than  ufual,  to  make  them  avoid  acis  of 

complaifance  for  one  another,  that  might 

not  be  proper  to  be  ftiewn  before  me, 

iroin  one  who  fat  as  my  companion,  to 

my  fervant. 

When  flie  withdrew,  the  modeft  gen- 
tleman hemmed,  and  looked  on  one  fide, 
and  turned  to  the  right  and  left,  as  if  his 
it- at  was  uneafy  to  him,  and  I  faw  knew 
not  how  to  fpeak  ;  fo  I  began  in  mere 
companion  to  him,  and  laid — '  Mr. 
«  Adams,  I  hive  been  thinking  of  what 
«  you  mentioned  to  me,  as  to  Polly  Bar- 

*  low/ 

'  Hem!  hem!'  faid  he  5  and  pulled 
out  his  handkerchief,  ami  wiped  his 
mouth—-'  Very  well,  Madam  ;  I  hope 
'  no  offence,  Madam  !' 

«  No,  Sir,  none  at  all.  But  I  am  at 
«  a  lofs  how  to  diltinguilh  in  this  cafej 
c  whether  it  may  not  be  from  a  motive  of 
'  too  humble  gratitude,  that  you  don't 
«  think  yourfelf  above  matching  with 

*  Poily,  as  you  may  fuppofe  her  a  fa- 
«  vourite  of  mine  j  or  whether  it  be  your 

*  value  for  her  perfcn  and  qualities,  that 
«  makes  her  more  agreeable  in  your  eyes, 
4  than  any  other  perfon  would  be.' 

'  Madam— i-Madam,'  faid  the  bafhful 
gentleman,  hefitatingly — '  I  do — I  muft 
'  needs  fay — I  can't  but  own — that — 

*  -Mrs.  Mary — is    a  perfon — whom   I 
«  think  very  agreeable  j  and  no  lefs  mo- 
«  deft  and  virtuous.' 

<  You  know,  Sir,  your  own  circum- 
«  fiances.  To  be  fure  you  have  a  very 
'  pretty  houfe  and  a  good  living,  to  carry 

*  a  wife  to.     And  a  gentleinan  of  your 
«  prudence  and  difcretion  wants  not  any 
'  advice :  but  you  have  reaped  no  be- 
«  nefits  by  your  living.     It  has  been  an 


'  expence  to  you  rather,  which  y,- 

*  not  prefently  get  up  :  do  you  propotc 

*  an  early  marriage,  Sir  ?  Or  were  it  not 

*  better,  that  you   fui'pcnded  your  in- 

*  tentions  of  that  fort  for  a  year  or  two 

*  more?' 

'  Madam,  if  your  ladyfhip  choofe  not 
'  to  part  with——' 

'  Nay,  Mr.  Adams,'  interrupted  I, 
'  I  fay  not  any  thing  for  my  own  fake  in 

*  this  point  j  that  is  out  of  the  quellion 
'  with  me.     I  can  very  willing'-'-  part 
4  with  Polly,  were  it  to- morrow,  i"or  her 
'  good  and  yours.' 

'  Madam,  I  humbly  begpardon;  but 

*  — but — delays — may  breed  dangers.' 

'Oh!  very  well!'  thought  I;  « I'll 
'  be  further,  if  the  artful  girl  lias  not  let 
'  him  know,  by  fome  means  or.  other, 
'  that  fhe  has  another  humble  fervant.' 

And  fo,  Mifs,  it  has  proved — For, 
diiinifling  my  gentleman,  with  affuring 
him,  that  I  had  no  objection  at  all  to  the 
matter,  or  to  parting  with  Polly,  as  ioon 
as  it  fuited  with  their  conveniency — 1 
founded  her,  andafked,  if  me  thought 
Mr.  Adams  had  any  affeclion  forhev?' 

She  laid,  he  was  a  very  good  gen  lie - 
maji. 

'  I  know  it,  Polly  j  and  are  you  not 

*  of  opinion  he  loves  you  a  little?' 

'  Dear  Ma'm,  good  your  ladyfhip— 

*  love  me! — I  don't  know  what  fuch  a 
«  gentleman  as  Mr.  Adams  fhould  fee  in 
'  me,  to  love  me  !' 

'  Oh !'  thought  I,  l  does  the  doubt  lie 

*  on  that  fide  then? — I  fee  'tis  not  of 
'  thine." 

1  Well,  but,  Polly,  if  you  have  another 

*  fweetheart,  you  ftiould  do  the  fair  thing; 

*  it  would  be  wrong,  if  you  encourage 

*  any  body  elfe,  if  you  thought  of  Mr. 
'  Adams.' 

'  Indeed,  Ma'm,  I  had  a  letter  fent 
'  me — a  letter  that  I  received — from— 

*  from  a  young  man  in  Bedford  j  but  I 

*  never  gave  an  anfwer  to  it.' 

'  Oh  !'  thought  I,  *  then  thou  wouldlt 

*  not  encourage  tfwo  at  once  ;'  this  was 
as  plain  a  declaration  as  I  wanted,  that 
fhe  had  thoughts  of  Mr.  Adams.' 

'  But  howcaineMr.  Adams, Polly,  to 
«  know  of  this  letter?' 

*  How  came  Mr.  Adams  to  know  of 
'  it,  Ma'm  '.'—repeated  me — half  fur- 
prifed — <  Why,  I  don't  know,  I  can't 

*  tell  how  it  was — but  I  dropped  it  near 

*  hisdefk — pulling  out  my  handkerchief, 
<  I  believe,  Ma'm,  and  he  brought  it 
«  after  me;  and  gave  it  me  again.' 

<  Well/ 
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*  Well,'  thought  t,  '  thou'rt  an  in- 
<  triguing  flut,  I  doubt,  Polly—"  De- 
"  lays  may  breed  dangers,"  quoth  the 
'  poor  gentleman!— Ah!    girl,    girl!' 
thought  I,  but  did  not  lay  fo,  *  thou 
deferveft  to  be  blown  up,  and  to  have 
thy  plot  fpoiled,  that  thou  doft — But  if 
thy  ibrwardnefs  mould  expofe  thee  af- 
terwards to  evils,  which  thou  mayft 
avoid  if  thy  fcheme  takes  place,  I  mould 
very  much  blame  myfelf.     And  I  fee 
he  loves  thee— So  let  the  matter  take 
it's  courfe;  I  will  trouble  myfelf  no 
more  about  it.     I  only  wifh,  that  thou 
wilt  make  Mr.  Adams  as  good  a  wife 
as  he  deferves.' 

And  fol  difmifled  her,  telling  her,  that 
whoever  thought  of  being  a  clergyman's 
wife,  mould  refolve  to  be  as  good  as  hjm- 
felf  j  to  fet  an  example  to  all  her  fex  in 
the  parifli,  and  (hew  how  much  his  doc- 
trines had  weight  with  her;  mould  be 
humble,  circumfpeft,  gentle  in  her  tem- 
per and  manners,  frugal,  not  proud,  nor 
vying  in  drefs  with  the  ladies  of  the  laity } 
fliould  refolve  to  fweeten  his  labours, 
and  to  be  obliging  in  her  deportment  to 
poor  as  well  as  rich,  that  her  hulband  got 
no  difcredit  through  her  means,  which 
would  weaken  his  influence  upon  his 
auditors;  and  that  (he  muft  be  moft  of  all 
obliging  to  him,  and  ftudy  his  temper, 
that  his  mind  might  be  more  difengaged, 
in  order  to  purfue  his  Ihidies  with  the 
better  effeft. 

And  fo  much,  my  dear  Mifs  Darn- 
ford,  for  your  humble  fervant ;  and  for 
Mr.  Williams's  and  Mr.  Adams's  ma- 
trimonial profpecl ; — and  don't  think  me 
difrefpecttul,  that  I  have  mentioned  my 
Polly's  affair  in  the  fame  letter  with 
yours.  For  in  high  and  low,  (I  forget 
the  Latin  phrafe — I  have  not  had  a  leftbn 
a  long,  long  while,  from  my  dear  tutor) 
love  is  in  all  the  fame  ! — B;it  whether 
youll  like  Mr.  H.  as  well  as  Polly  does 
Mr.  Adams,  that's  the  queftion.  But 
leaving  that  to  your  own  deciiion,  I  con- 
clude with  one  obfervation :  that  although 
I  thought  ours  was  a  houfe  of  as  little 
intriguing  as  any  body's,  fince  the  dear 
mafter  of  it  has  left  off  that  practice ,  yet 
I  cannot  fee,  that  any  family  can  be  clear 
of  fome  of  it  long  together,  where  there 
are  men  and  women  worth  plotting  for, 
as  hufbands  and  wives. 

My  beft  wifhes,  and  refpefts  attend  all 
your  worthy  neighbours.  I  hope  ere 
many  months  are  paft,  to  afiure  them, 
(everally,  (to  wit,  Sir  Simon,  my  lady, 


Mrs.  Jones,  Mr.  Peters,  and  his  lady, 
and  niece,  whole  kind  congratulations 
make  me  very  proud,  and  very  thankful) 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  them ;  and 
particularly,  my  dear,  how  much  I  am 
youre<ver  affectionate  and  faithful  friend 
andfer<vantt 

P.  B. 


LETTER    XLIL 

FROM  MISS  DARNFORD,   IN  ANSWER. 
TO  THE  PRECEDING. 

MY   DEAR  MRS.  B. 

I  Have  been  feveral  times  (in  company 
with  Mr.  Peters)  to  fee  Mrs.  Jewkes* 
The  poor  woman  is  very  bad,  and  can- 
not live  many  days.  We  comfort  her 
all  we  can  ;  but  (he  often  accuics  herfelf 
of  her  paft  behaviour  to  fo  excellent  a 
lady;  and  with  bleflings  upon  bleflingsj 
heaped  upon  you,  and  her  mafter,  and 
your  charming  litcle  boy,  (he  is  conti- 
nually declaring  how  much  your  o^ood- 
nefs  to  her  aggravates  her  former  faults 
to  her  own  conference. 

She  has  a  fifter-in-iaw  and  her  niece 
with  her,  and  has  fettled  all  her  affairs, 
and  thinks  (he  is  not  long  for  this  world  k 

Her  diftemper  is  an  invyard  decay,  aH 
at  once,  as  it  were,  from  a  conftitution 
that  feemed  like  one  of  iron  ;  and  me  is 
a  mere  flceleton  •.  you  would  not  know 
her,,  I  4are  fay. 

I  will  fee  her  every  day;  and  (he  has 
given  me  up  all  her  keys,  and  accoiript?^ 
to  give  to  Mr.  Longman  j  who  is  daily 
expected,  and  I  hope  wilt  be  here  ibon  ; 
for  her  fifter-in-law,  fhe  fays  herfelf,  is  a 
woman  of  this  awr/</,  zsjae  has  been. 

Mr.  Peters  calling  upon  me  to  go  with 
him  to  vint  her,  I  will  break  off  here* 

Mrs.  Jewke>  is  nv.ioh  as  fhe 'was*;  but 
your  faithful  ftewardis  come.  I  am  glad 
of  it — and  fo  is  (he. — Neverthelefs  I  will 
go  every  day,  and  do  ail  the  good  I  can 
for  the  poor  woman,  according  to  your 
charitable  defires. 

I  thank  you,  Madam,  for  your  com- 
munication of  Lady  Davers's"  letter.  I 
am  much  obliged  to  tny  lord,  and  her 
ladyihip;  and  ftiould  nave  been  proud  of 
an  alliance  with  that  noble  family  ;  but 
with  all  Mr.  H.'s  good  qualities,  as  my 
lady  paints  them  out,  and  his  other  ad- 
vantages, I  could  not,  for  the  world, 
make  him  my  hufband. 

4B  rjj 
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I'll  tell  you  one  of  my  objections,  in 
confidence,  however  (for  you  are  only  to 
found  me,  you  know  :)  and  I  would  not 
have  it  mentioned  that  I  have  taken  any 
thought  abput  the  matter,  becaufe  a 
ih  onger  reafbn  may  be  given,  fuch  an  one 
as  my  lord  and  lady  will  both  allow  ; 
which  I  wilicomrn-unicatetovou  by -and- 
by. 

My  objection  arrfes  even  from  what 
you  intimate, of" Mr.  H/s  good-humour, 
and  his  perfuadablenefs,  if  I  may  ib  call 
jt.  Now,  Madam,  were  I  of  a  boifterous 
temper,  .and  high  ipirit,  fuch  an  one  as 
required  great  patience  in  a  hufband  to 
bear  with  me,  then  Mr.  H.ls  good-hu- 
mour might  have  been  a  eoniideration 
with  rme.  But  when  I  have  (I  pride 
myfelf  in  the  thought)  a  temper  not 
wholly  unlike  your  own,  and  luch.an  one 
us  would  not  want  to  contend  for  iu pe- 
ri ority  with  a  hufband,  it  is  no  recom- 
mendation to  me,  that -Mr,  H.  is  a  good- 
humoured  gentleman,  and  will  bear  with 
faults  1  (kisgn  not  to  be  guilty  .of. 

But,  my  dear  Mrs.  B.  my  hufband 
rnurt  be  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  mull  give 
me  reafon  to  think  he  has  a  fuperior 
judgment  to  my  own,  or  I  fhall  be  un- 
happy. He  will  other-wife  do  wrong- 
headed  thing? :  I  fhall  be  forced  to  op- 
pofe  him  in  them :  he  will  be  tenacious 
and  obfUnate,  and  will  be  taught  to  talk 
of  prerogative,  and  to- call  himfeif  a //;«», 
without  kuowing  how  to  behave  as  one, 
and  I  to  delpife  him  of  conrfe",  and  fb 
be  deemed  a  bad  wife,  when,  I  hope,  I 
have  qualities  that  would  make  me  a  to- 
lerable good  one,  with  a  man  of  lenie;  fur 
jny  hufbaud.  You  know  who  lays, 

*  For  fools'  (pardcn.  me  tbh  barjb  word,  '?;s 

in  my  Author) 
f  For  fools  are  ilubborn  in.  then  way, 

*  As  coins  aft  harden'd  by,  th'  allay; 
.-*   And  obiliniicj's  ne'er  ib  ftiff, 

*  As  when  'tis  m  a  wrong,  belief.' 

Now  you  muft  not  think  I  would*  dif- 
penfl-  with  real  good-humour  in  a  man. 
No;  I  make  it  one  of  my  indtfyenjibles  in 
a  hufband.  A  good-natured  man  will 
put  the  beft  conductions  on  what  hap- 
pens :  but  he  mull  h/ve  ienie  to  diftiti- 
guijb  the  belt.  He  w/11  be  kind  to  little, 
un  wilful,  undefigned  failings «  but  he 
mult  have  judgment  to  diftinguifh  what 
are  or  are  not  fb. 

But  Mr.  H.'s  good-humour  is  foft- 
nefs,  as''!  itvay  calKt^  and  my  hulband 


muft  be  fuch  an  one,  in  fhbrt,  as  I  neeJ 
not  be  afhamed  to  be  feen  with  in  com- 
pany j  one  who  being  my  head,  mult 
not  be  beneath  all  the  gentlemen  he  may 
happen  to  fall  in  with;  and  who,  every 
time  he  is  adjufling  his. mouth  forfpeech, 
will  give  me  pain  at  my  heart,  and 
blufhes  in  my  face,  even  before  he  (peaks. 
I  could  not  bear,  therefore,  that  every 
gentleman,  and  every  lady,  we  encoun- 
tered, mould  be  prepared,  whenever  he 
offered  to  open  his  lips,  by  their  con- 
temptuous fmiles,  to  expect  fome  weak: 
and  filly  tilings  from  him  ;  and  when  he 
tad  fpoken,  that  he  mould,  with  a  booby 
grin,  feem  pleafed  that  he  had  not  dif- 
appointed  them. 

.  The  only  recommendatory  point  In 
Mr.  H.  is,  that  he  dreffes  exceedingly 
fmart,  and  is  no  contemptible  figure  of  a 
man,  as-  you  have  observed  in  a  for- 
mer letter.  But,  dear  Madam,  you 
know,  that's  fb  muck  the  worfe,  *wbsn 
the  man's  talent  is-  not  taciturnity,  ex- 
cept before  lu's  aunt,  or  before  Mr.  B. 
or  yoof  when  he  is  notconfcious  of  in- 
ternal defect,  and  values  himfeif  upon 
outward  appearance. 

As  to  his  attempt  upon  your  Pol  jr, 
though  I  don't  like  him  the  better  for  it, 
yet  it  is  a  faolt  fo  wickedly  common 
among  men,  that  when  a,  woman  refolves 
never  to  many,  'till  a  quite  virtuous 
man  addreffes  her,  it  is,  in  other  words, 
relolving  to  die  fmgle  :  fo  that  I  mak« 
jiot  this  the  chief  objection ;  and  yet,  I 
muft  tell  you,  I  would  abate  in  my  ex- 
pectations of  half  a  dozen  other  good 
qualities.,  rather  than  that  one  of  virtue 
in  a  hufband. 

But  when  I  reflect  upon  the  figure 
Mr,  H.  made  in  that  affair,  I  cannot 
bear  him ;  and  if  I  m.ay  judge  of  other 
coxcombs  by  him,  what  wretches  are 
-theie  fmart,  well-drefTing  querpo-fel- 
lows,  many  of  which  you  and  I  have 
feen  admiring  them-felves  at  the  plays, 
.and  operas  ! 

This  is  one  of  my  infallible  rules,  arad 
I  know  it  is  yours  too;  that  he  who  is 
taken  up  with  the  admiration  of  his  own 
piribn,  will  nevsr  admire  a  wife's.  His 
delights  are  centered  in  himfeif,  and  he 
will  not  wifh  to  get  out  of  that  narrow, 
that  exceeding  narrow  circle;  and,  in 
my  opinion,  fhouid  keep  no  company 
but  that  of  taylors,  wig -puffers,  and 
iniileners. 

But  I  will  run  on  no  further  upon 
this  liibjett  j  but  will  tell  you  a  reafou, 

•which 
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which  you  may  give  fo  Lady  Davers, 
why  her  kind  intentions  to  me  cannot  be 
anfwered;  and  which  (he'll  take  better 
than  what  I  bowe  fauiy  were  fhe  to  know 
it,  as  I  hope  you  won't  let  her:  and  this 
is,  my  papa  has  had  a  propofal  made  to 
him  from  a  gentleman  you  have  feen, 
and  have  thought  polite*.  It  is  from 
Sir  W.  G.  of  this  county,  who  is  one  of 
your  great  admirers,  and  Mr.  B.'s  too; 
and  that,  you  rcrart  fuppole,  makes  me 
have  never  the  vvorfe -opinion  of  him,  or 
of  his  underftandmg;  although  it  re- 
quires no  great  fagacity  or  penetration  to 
fee  how  much  you  adorn  our  fex,  and 
human  nature  too. 

Every  thing  was  adjufted  between  my 
papa  and  mamma,  and  Sir  William,  on 
condition  we  approved  of  each  other,  be- 
fore I  came  down-,  which  I  knew  not, 
till  I  had  lien  him  here  four  times;  and 
then  my  papa  furpriil-d  me  into  half  an 
approbation  of  him:  and  this,  it  feenras, 
was  one  of  the  reafons  why  I  was  fo 
hurried  down  -from  you, 

I  can't  fay,  but  I  like  the  man  as  well 
as  mod  I  have  feen;  he  is  a  man  of  fenfe 
and  fobriety,  to  give  him  his  dxie,  and  is 
in  very  eafy  circumftances,  and  much  re- 
fpecled  by  all  who  know  him ;  and  that's 
no  bad  earneft,  you  arefenlible,  in. a  mar- 
riage profpecl:. 

But  hitherto,  he  feems  to  like  me  bet- 
ter than  I  do  him,  I  don't  know  how 
it  is;  but  I  have  often  obferved,  that 
when  any  thing  is  in  our  own  power, 
we  are  not  half  fo  much  taken  with  it, 
as  we  mould  be,  perhaps,  if  we  were  kept 
,in  fufpenfe !  Why  mould  this  be  ? 

But  this  I  am  convinced  of,  there  is 
no  companion  between  Sir  William  and 
Mr.  Murray, 

Now  I  have  named  this  brother-in- 
law  of  mine;  what  do  you  think? 

Why,  that  good  couple  have  had  their 
houfe  on  fire  three  times  already,  and 
that  very  dangerously  too.  Once  it  was 
put  out  by  Mr.  Murray's  mother,  who  • 
lives  near  them;  and  twice  Sir  Simon 
has  been  forced  to  carry  water  to  ex- 
tinguifh  it;  for,  truly,  Mrs..  Murray 
would  go  home  again  to  her  ptipa  :  fhe 
would  no:  live  with  fuch  a  fiiiiy  wretch: 
and  it  was  with  all  his  heart :  a  fair  rkl- 
dance!  for  there  was  no  bearing  the 
houfe  with  fuch  an  ill-natured  wife: — 
Her  fitter  Polly  was  worth  a  thoufand 
0f  her! 


I  am  forry,  heartily  forry,  for  their 
unhappinefs.  But  could  fhe  think  every 
body  muft  bear  with  her,  and  her  fretful 
ways? 

They'll  jangle  on,  I  reckon,  till  they 
are  better  ufed  to  one  another;  and  when 
he  fees  fhe  can't  help  it,  why  he^ll  bear 
with  her,  as  hufbands  generally  do  with 
ill-tempered  wives  ;  that  is  to  lay,  he'll 
try  to  make  hirafelf  happy  abroad,  and 
leave  her  to  quarrel  with  her  maids,  in- 
ftead  of  him;  for  fhe  muft  have  fome- 
body  to  vent  her  fpkrea  upenn,  poor 
Nancy-! 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  Mr.  Williams's 
good  fortune. 

As  Mr.  Adams  knows    not  Polly's 
fault,  and  it  was  prevented  in  time,  they 
may  be  happy  enough.       She  is   a  Jly 
girl.     I  always  thought  her  fo  :    fome- 
thingfo  innocent,  and  yet  fo  artful  in  her 
very  looks  !  fhe  is  an  odd  compound  of 
a  girl.     But  thefe  worthy  and  piouily 
turned  yoaing  gentlemen,  who  have  but 
juft  quifted  the  college,  are  mere  novices, 
as  to  the  world:   indeed  they  are  above 
it,  while  in  it;   they  therefore  give  them- 
felves  little  trouble  to  rtudy  It,  and  fb, 
depending  oa  the  goodnefs  of  their  own 
hearts,  are  more  liable  tobeimpofed  upon 
than  people  of  half  their  understanding. 
I  think,  fince  he  feems  to  love  lu-r, 
you  do  right  not  to  hinder  the  girl's  for- 
tune.    But  I  wifh   fhe  may  take  your 
advice,  in  her  behaviour  to  him,  at  leaft; 
for  as  to  her  carriage  toiler  neighbours, 
I  doubt  (he'll  be  one  of  the. heads  of  the 
parifh,  prefently,  in  her  own  eltimation. 
'Tis  pity,  methinks,  any  worthy  man 
of  the  clotk  mould  have  a  wife,  who,  by 
her  b;ul  example,  mould  pull  down,  as 
ialt  us  he,  by  a  good  one,  can  build  up. 
This  is  not  the  cafe  of  Mrs.   Peters, 
however;    whofe    example  I  wifh   was 
more  generally  followed  by  gentlewo- 
men, who  are  made  fb  by  marrying  good 
clergymen,  if  they  were  not  ib  before. 

Don't  be  furprifed,  if  you  mould  hear 
that  poor  Je\vkes  is  given  over ! — She 
made  a  yery  exemplary— Full  of  blef- 
fings — And  more  paly  and  refigned, 
than  I  apprehended  fhe  would  be. 

I  know  you'll  flwd  a  t£ar  for  the  poor 
woman  t~—  I  can't  help  it  myfelf.  Bv* 
you  will  be  pleafed  thuj  fhe  had  fo  much 
time  given  her,  and  made  fb  good  ule 
of  it. 

Mr.  Peters  has  been  every  thing  that 


*  See  Vol.  I JF.  p.  3.94, 
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one  would  wifh  one  of  his  function  to 
be,  in  his  attendances  and  advice  to  the 
poor  woman.  Mr.  Longman  will  take 
proper  care  of  every  thing. 

So,  I  will  only  add,  that  I  am,  with 
the  fincereft  refpecls,  in  hopes  to  fee  you 
foon,  (for  I  have  a  multitude  of  things 
to  talk  to  you  about)  dear  Mrs.  B, 
jour  ever  faithful  andaffefiionate 

POLLY  DARNFORD. 

LETTER    XLIII. 

FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  LADY  DAVERS. 

MY    DEAR   LADY   PAVERS, 

I  Understand  from  MifsDarnford,  that 
before  fhe  went  down  from  us,  her 
papa  had  encouraged  a  propofal  made  by 
Sir  W.  G.  whom  you  faw,  when  your 
ladyfhip  was  a  kind  vifitor  in  Bedford - 
fhire.  We  all  agreed,  if  your  ladyfhip 
remembers,  that  he  was  a  polite  and  fen- 
fible  gentleman,  and  I  find  it  is  coun- 
tenanced on  all  hands. 

POOF  Mrs.  Jewkes,  Madam,  as  Mifs 
informs  me,  has  paid  her  laft  debt.  I 
hope  through  mercy  fhe  is  happy!  Poor, 
poor  woman!  But  why  fay  I  fo! — Since 
in  that  cafe,  me  will  b'e  richer  than  an 
earthly  monarch! 

Your  ladyfhip  was  once  mentioning 
a  fifter  of  Mrs.  Worden's  whom  you 
could  be  glad  to  recommend  to  fome 
worthy  family. — Shall  I  beg  of  you, 
Madam,  to  oblige  Mr.  B.'s  in  this  par- 
ticular? 1  am  fure  fhe  muft  have  merit, 
if  your' ladyfhip  thinks  well  of  her;  and 
your  commands  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  particular  in  my  power,  mail 
have  their  due  weight  with  your  lady- 
Jbip*s  obliged  fifter  and  bumble  fer<v ant t 

E.  B. 

Tuflnow,  dear  Madam,  Mr.  B,  tells  me 
I  lliall  have  Mifs  Goodwin  brought 
me  hither  to-morrow. 


LE.TTER     XLIV. 

PROM  LADY  D AVERS  TO  MRS.  B.  IN 
•   ANSWER  TO  THE  PRECEDING. 

MY   PEAR    PAMELA) 

I  Am  glad  Mifs  Darnford  is  likely  to 
he  fo   happy  in  a   hufband,   as  Sir 
W.  <»i.  will  certainly  make  her.     I  was 


afraid  that  the  propofal  I  made  woAild 
not  do  with  her,  had  (he  not  had  fo  good 
a  tender.  I  want  too,  to  have  the  foolifh 
fellow  married — forfeveral  reafons;  one 
of  which  is,  he  is  continually  teazing  us 
to  permit  him  to  go  up  to  town,  and  to 
rende  there  for  fome  months,  in  order 
that  he  may  fee  the  world)  as  he  calls  it. 
But  we  are  convinced  he  would  feel  it, 
as  well  as  fee  it,  if  we  gave  way  to  his 
requeft:  for  in  underftanding,  drefs,  and 
inconfiderate  vanity,  he  is  fo  exactly  cut 
out  and  fized  for  a  town  fop,  coxcomb, 
or  pretty  fellow,  that  he  will  undoubt- 
edly fall  into  all  the  vices  of  thofe  peo- 
ple ;  and,  perhaps,  having  fuch  expecta- 
tions as  he  has,  will  be  made  the  pro- 
perty of  rakes  and  (harpers.  He  com- 
plains that  we  ufe  him  like  a  child  in  a 
go-cart,  or  a  baby  with  leading-firings, 
and  that  he  muft  not  be  tr lifted  out  of 
our  fight.  'Tis  a  fad  thing,  that  thefe 
bodies  will  grow  up  to  the  ftature  of  men, 
when  the  minds  improve  not  at  all  with 
them,  but  are  (till  thofe  of  boys  and 
children.  Yet,  he  would  certainly  make 
a  fond  hufband;  for  at  prefenthe  has  no 
very  bad  qualities.  But  is  fuch  a  Nar- 
cifTus!-— But  this  between  on rfelves,  for 
his  uncle  is  wrapt  up  in  the  fellow — And 
why?  Becaufe  he  is  good-humoured, 
that's  all.  He  has  vexed  me  lately, 
which  makes  me  write  fo  angrily  about 
him — But  'tis  not  worth  troubling  you 
with  the  particulars. 

I  hope  Mrs.  Jewkes  is  happy,  as  you 
fay! — Poor  woman!  (lie  feemed  to  pro- 
mife  for  a  longer  life !  But  what  (hall  we 
fay? 

Your  compliment  to  me,  about  my 
Beck's  fifter,  is  a  very  kind  one.  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you  for  it.  Mrs.  Old- 
ham  is  a  fober,  grave  widow,  a  little 
aforehand  in  the  world,  but  not  muchj 
has  lived  well;  underftands  houfhold  ma- 
nagement thoroughly;  is  diligent,  and 
has  a  turn  to  ferious  things,  which  will 
make  you  like  her  the  better. 

Fll  order  Beck  and  her  to  wait  on  you, 
and  fhe  will  faiisfy.you  in  every  thing 
as  to  what  you  may,  or  may  not,  expect 
of  her. 

You  can't  think  how  kindly  I  take 
tliis  motion  from  you.  You  forget  no- 
thing that  can  oblige  your  friends.  Lit- 
tle did  I  think  you  would  remember  me, 
of  (what  I  had  forgotten  in  a  manner) 
my  favourable  opinion  and  wifhes  for 
her,  exprefied  fo  long  ago— But  you  are 

what 


what  you  are— a  dear  obliging  crea- 
ture. 

Beck  is  all  joy  and  gratitude  upon  it; 
and  her  fifter  had  rather  ferve  you  than 
the  princefs.  You  need  be  under  no 
difficulties  about  terms:  me  would  ferve 
you  for  nothing,  if  you  would  accept  of 
her  fervice. 

I  am  glad,  becaufe  it  pleafes  you  fo 
much,  that  Mils  Goodwin  will  be  foon 
put  into  your  care.  It  will  be  happy 
for  the  child,  and  I  hope  &e  will  be  ib 
dutiful  to  you  as  to  give  you  ne  pain 
for  your  generous  goodnefs  to  her.  Her 
mamma  has  fent  me  a  prefent  of  fome 
choice  produces  of  that  climate,  with  ac- 
knowledgments of  my  kindnefs  to  Mifs . 
I  will  fend  part  of  it  to  you  by  your 
new  fervant;  for  fo  I  prefume  to  call 
her  already. 

What  a  naughty  fifter  are  you,  how- 
ever, to  be  fo  far  advanced  again  as  to 
be  obliged  to  moiten  your  intended  ex- 
curfions,  and  yet  not  to  fend  me  word  of 
it  yourfelf?  Don't  you  know  how  much 
I.  intereft  myfelf  in  every  thing  that 
makes  for  my  brother's  happinefs  and 
your's  ? — More  efpecially  in  fo  material 
a  point  as  is  the  increafe  of  a  family 
that  it  is  my  boaft  to  be  fprung  from.-— 
Yet  I  muft  find  this  out  by  accident, 
and  by  other  hands  !— Is  not  this  very 
flighting! — But  never  do  fo  again,  and 
I'll  forgive  you  now,  becaufe  of  the  joy 
it  gives  me;  who  zmyour  truly  affeflion- 
aie  and  obliged  Jifter, 

B.  DAVERS. 

I  thank  you  for  your  book  upon  the  plays 
you  law.  Inclofed  is  a  lift  of  fome 
others,  which  I  defire  yo-:  to  read, 
and  to  oblige  me  with  youi  remarks 
upon  them  at  'your  ieifure;  though 
.  you  may  not,  perhaps,  have  feen  them 
by  the  time  you  will  favour  me  with 
your  obfervations. 

LETTER    XLV. 

FROM  MRS.  B,  TO  LADY  DAVERS. 
MY    DEAR     LADY     DAVERS, 

I  Have  a  valuable  prefent  made  me 
by  the  fame  lady :  and  therefore  hope 
you  will  not  take  it  amifs,  .that  with 
abundance  of  thanks,  I  return  yeur's  by 
Mrs.  Worden,  whole  fifter  I  much  ap- 
prove of,  and  thank  your  ladyfhip  for 
your  kind  recommendation  of  fo  worthy 
a  perfon.  We  begin,  with  IP  much  good 
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liking  to  one  another,  that  I  doubt  not 
\ve  mall  be  very  happy  together. 

A  moving  letter,  much  more  valuable 
to  me  than  the  handfome  prefent,  was 
put  into  my  hands,  at  the  fame  time  with 
thatj  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

FROM  MRS.    WRIGHTSON  (FORMER- 
LY   MISS    SALLY   GODFREY)   TO 

MRS.  B. 

*    HAPPY,  DESERVEDLY  HAPPY,  DEAR 
*    LADY, 

<  pERMIT  thefe  lines  to  kifs  your 
^  '  hands  from  one,  who,  though 
me  is  a  ftranger  to  your  perfon,  is  not 
fo  to  your  chara6ter :  that  has  reached 
.  us  here,  in  this  remote  part  of  the 
world,  where  you  have  as  many  ad- 
mirers as  have  heard  of  you.  But  I 
mere  particularly  am  bound  to  be  fo, 
by  an  obligation,  which  I  can  never 
difcharge,  but  by  my  daily  prayers  for 
you,  and  the  bleflings  I  continually 
implore  upon  you  and  yours. 
'  I  can  write  my  whole  mind  to  you, 
though  I  cannot,  from  the  moft  deplor- 
able infelicity,  receive  from  you  the 
wiflied-for  favour  of  a  few  lines  in  re- 
turn, written  with  the  fame  unreferv- 
ednefs :  fo  unhappy  am  I,  from  the 
effects  of  an  inconfideration  and  weak- 
nefs  on  one  hand,  and  temptations  on 
the  other,  which  you,  at  a  tenderer 
age,  moft  nobly,  for  your  own  ho- 
nour, and  that  of  your  fex,  have  efcap- 
ed:  whilft  I — but  let  my  tears  in  thefc 
blots  fpeak  the  reft — as  my  heart 
bleeds,  and  has  conftantly  bled  ever 
fmce,  at  the  grievous  remembrance— 
But  believe  me,  howev,  r,  dear  Madam, 
that  'tis  fhame  and  forrow,  and  not 
pride  and  impenitence,  that  make  me 
loth  to  fpeak  out,  to  ib  much  purity  of 
life  and  manners,  my  own  odious 
weaknefs. 

'  Nevertheless,  I  ought,  and  I  owY/ac- 
cufe  myfelf  by  name:  imagine  then, 
illuftrious  lady,  truly  illuftrious,  for 
virtues,  which  are  infinitely  fuperiortq 
all  the  advantages  of  birth  and  for- 
tune!— Imagine,  I  fay,  that  in  this  let  - 
ter,  you  fee  before  you  the  once  guilty, 
and  therefore,  I  doubt,  always  guilty, 
but  ever  penitent,  Sarah  Godfrey;  the 
unhappy,  though  fond  and  tender  mo- 
ther of  the  poor  infant,  to  whom  your 
generous  goodnefs,  as  I  am  informed, 
has  extended  itfelf  in  fuch  a  manner, 
?.£  to  make  you  defirous  of  taking  her 
*  under 
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under  your  worthy  protection: 
for  ever  blefs  you  tor  it!  prays  an  in- 
dulgent mother,  who  admires,  at  an 
awful  diftance,  that  virtue  in  you, 
which  (he  could  not  praftife  herfelf. 
'  And  will  you,  my  deareft  lady,  will 
you  take  under  your  own  immediate 
protection,  the  poor  unguilty  infant? 
Will  you  love  her,  for  the  fake  of  her 
fuffering  mamma,  whom  you  know 
not;  for  the  lake  of  the  gentleman,  now 
fo  dear  to  you,  and  fo  worthy  of  vou, 
ns  I  hear,  with  pleafure,  he  is?  And 
will  you,  by  the  beft  example  in  the 
world,  give  me  a  moral  afTurancc,  that 
fhte  will  never  link  info  the  fault,  the 
wenknefs,  the  crime  (I  ought  not  to 
frruple  to  call  it  fo)  of  her  poor  incon- 
iiderate — But  You  are  her  mamma 
nonJj :  I  will  rot  think  of  a  guilty  one 
therefore.  And  what  a  joy  is  it  to 
me,  in  the  midft  of  my  heavy  reflec- 
tions on  my  pad  mifconduft,  that  my 
beloved  Sally.can  boaft  a  virtuous  and 
innocent  mamma,  who  has  withftood 
the  fnares  and  temptations,  that  have 
been  fo  fatal — elfewhere' — and  whofe 
example,  and  inftru&ions,  next  to 
GOD'S  grace,  will  be  the  ftrongert 
fences  that  can  be  wifhed  for,  to  her 
honour! — Once  more  I  fay,  and  on 
my  kvecs  I  write  it!  GOD  for  ever 
blefs  you  here,  and  augment  your  joys 
hereafter,  for  your  generous  goodnefs 
to  my  poor,  and  till  now,  motherlefs 
infant. 

*  I  hope  the  dear  child,  by  her  duty 
and  obiigingnefs,  will  do  all  in  her  lit- 
tle power  to  make  you  amends,  and 
never  give  you  caufe  to  repent  of  this 
your  unexampled  kindnefs  to  her  and 
to  me.     She  cannot,  I  hope,    (except 
her  mother's    crime   has  had   an  in- 
fiusnce  upon  her,  too  much  like  that 
of  an  original  jlain)  be  of  a  fordid,  or 
an  ingrateful  nature.— And,    O   my 
poor  Sully!  if  you  are,  and  if  ever  you 
fail  in  your  duty  to  your  new  mamma, 
to  whole  care  and  authority  I  transfer 
my  whole  right  in  you,  remember  that 
you  have  no   more  a  mamma  in  me, 
nor  cnn  you  be  entitled  to  my  blefling, 
or  to  the  fruits  of  my  prayers  for  you, 
which  I  make  now,  on  that  only  con- 
dition, your  implicit  obedience  to  all' 
your  new  mamma's  .commands   and 
directions. 

*  You  may  have  the  curiofity,  Ma- 
dam, towiih  to  know  how  1  live:  for 
no  doubt  you  have  heard  all  my  fad, 


fad  ftory! — Know  then,  that  I  am  as 
happy,  as  a  poor  creature  can  be,  who 
has  once  fo  deplorably,  fo  inexcufably 
fallen.  I  have  a  worthy  gentleman  for 
my  hufband,  who  marry  M  me  as  a 
widow,  whofe  only  child  by  my  for- 
mer was  the  care  of  her  papa's  friends, 
particularly  of  good  Lady  Davers  and 
her  brother. — Poor  unhappy  I !  to  be 
under  fuch  a. fad  neceffity  to  difguife  the 
truth! — Mr.  Wrightfon,  (whofe  name 
I  am  unworthily  honoured  by)  has 
feveral  times  earneftly  intreated  me  to 
fend  for  the  poor  child,  and  to  let  her 
be  joined  as  his— killing  thought,  that 
it  cannot  be! — with  two  children  I 
have  by  him! — Judge,  my  good  lady, 
how  that  very  generofity,  which,  had 
I  been  guiltkfs,  would  have  added 
to  my  joys,  mull  wound  me  deeper, 
than  even  ungenerous  or  unkind  ufage 
from  him  could  do!  and  how  heavy 
that  crime  muft  lie  upon  me,  which 
turns  my  very  pleafv.res  to  miiery,  and 
fixes  all  the  joy  I  can  know,  in  repent- 
ance for  my  paft  mifdeeds!—  How  hap- 
py  are  You,  Madam,  on  the  contrary; 
You,  who  have  nothing  of  this  fort  to 
pall,  nothing  to  mingle  with  your  fe- 
licities! who,  blefled  in  an  honour  un- 
tainted, and  a  confcience  that  cannot 
reproach  you,  are  enabled  to  enjoy 
every  well-deferved  comfort,  as  it-cf . 
fers  itfelf ;  and  can  improve  it  too,  by 
reflection  on  your  pali  conduct !  while 
mine — alas ! — like  a  winter  fro  ft,  nips 
in  the  bud  every  rifmg  fatisfacYion ! 
'  My  hulband  is  rich  as  well  as  ge- 
nerous, and  very  tender  of  me— Hap- 
py, if  I  could  think  my <J "elf "as  deferving 
as  be  th:-nks  me ! — My  principal  com- 
fort, as  I  hinted,  is  in  my  penitence 
for  my  paft  faults;  and  that  I  have  a 
merciful  GOD  for  my  judge,  who 
knows  that  penitence  to  be  fmcere  ! 
'  You  may  guefs,  Madam,  from  what 
I  have  laid,  in  what  light  I  muji  ap- 
pear here;  and  if  yo\i  would  favour  me 
with  a  line  or  two,  in  anfwer  to  the 
letter  you  have  now  in  your  hand,  it 
will  be  one  of  the  greateft  pleafures  I 
can  receive:  a  pleafure  next  to  that 
which  I  have  received  in  knowing, 
that  the  gentleman  you  love  beft,  has 
had  the  grace  to  repent  of  all  his  evils  ; 
has  early  feen  his  errors ;  and  has  there- 
by, I  hope,  freed  tvjo  perfons  from  be- 
ing, one  day,  mutual  accufers  of  each 
other:  for  now  I  pleifenryfelf  to  think, 
that  the  ciimes  of  both  may  be  wafti- 

(  ed 
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ed  aw.iy  in  the  blood  of  that  Saviour 
GOD,  whom  both  have  fo  grievoully  of- 
fended ! 

«  May  that  GOD,  who  has  not  fuffer- 
ed  me  to  be  abandoned  entirely  to  my 
own  fhame,  as  I  deferved,  continue  to 
mower  dowriHipon  yc-:  thole  bleilings, 
which  a  virtue  like  yours  may  expect 
from  his  mercy  >  May  you  long  he  hap- 
py in  the  pofteffion  of  all  you  wifti!  and 
late,  very  late,  (for  the  good  of  thou- 
fands,  I  wifh  this !)  may  you  receive 
the  reward  of  your  piety,  your  gene- 
rofity,  and  your  filial,  yourfocial,  and 
conjugal  virtues !  are  the  prayers  of 
your  mofl  unworthy  admirer  t  and 
obliged  humble  fer<vaHt, 

«  SARAH  WRIGHTSON. 


Mr.  Wrightfon  begs  your  acceptance 
'  of  a  frnall  prefentj  part  of  which  can 
1  have  no  value,  but  what  it's  excel  - 
*ling  qualities,  for  what,  it  is,  will 
give  it  at  fo  great  a  diftance  as  that 
dear    England,   which   I  once  left 
with  To  much  fhame   and  regret; 
but  with  a  laudable  purpofe,  how- 
ever, becaufe  I  would  not  incur  ftill 
greater  fhame,  and  of  confequence 
give  caufe  for  ftill  greater  regret !' 


To  this  letter,  my  dear  Lady  Davers, 
T  have  written  the  following  anfwer, 
which  Mr.  B,  will  take  care  to  have  con- 
veyed to  her. 

*  DEAREST     MADAM, 

'  T  Embrace  with  great  pleafure  the 
*  opportunity  you  have  fo  kindly 
given,  me,  of  writing  to  a  lady  whole 
perfon  though  I  have  not  the  honour 
to  know,  yet  whofe  character,  and  no- 
ble qualities,  I  truly  revere. 

*  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  Ma- 
dam, for  the  precious  tiuft  you  have 
repofed  in  me,  and  the  right  you  make 
over  to  me,  of  your  maternal  intercft 
in  a  child,  on  whom  I  let  my  heart, 
the  moment  I  faw  her. 

'  Lady  Davers,  whofe  love  and  ten- 
dernefs  for  Mifs,  as  well  for  her  mam- 
ma's fake,  as  your  late  worthy  fpoule's, 
had,  from  her  kind  opinion  of  me, 
confented  to  grant  me  this  favour;  and 
I  was,  by  Mr.  B/s  leave,  in  actual 
pofieifion  of  my  pretty  ward  about  a 
week  before  your  kind  letter  came  to 
my  hands. 

*  As  I  had  been  long  very  folicitous 
for  this  favour,  judge  haw  welcome 


your  kind  concurrence  was  to  me;  aad, 
the  rather,  as,  had  I  known,  that  a  let- 
ter from  you  was  on  the  way  to  me,  I 
fliould  have  apprehended,  that  you 
would  have  iniifted  upon  depriving  the 
furviving  friends  of  her  dear  papa,  of 
the  pleafure  they  take  in  the  dear  child. 
Indeed,  Madam,  I  believe  we  fhould 
one  and  all  have  joined  todifobey  you, 
had  that  been  the  cafe;  and  it  is  a. 
great  fatisfaction  to  us,  that  we  are  nor. 
under  fo  hard  a  necefTity,  as  to  dlfpute 
with  a  tender  mamma  the  polTeilion  of 
her  own  child. 

*  Affure  yourfelf,  deareft,  worth-left, 
kindcft  Madam,  of  a  care  and  tendei  - 
nei's  in  me  to  the  dear  child,  truly  ma- 
ternal, and  anfweruble,  as  much  as  ui 
my  power,  to  the  truit  you  repofe  in 
me.     The  little  boy,   that  GOD  has 
given  me,  fhall  not  be  more  dtar  tome, 
than  my  fweet  Mifs  Goodwin  fhall  be; 
and  my  care,  by  GOD'S  grace,  fhali 
extend   to  her  future   as   well  as  to 
her  prefent  projects,  that  fhe  may  be 
worthy  of  that  piety,  and  truly  religi- 
ous excellence,  which  I  admire  in  your 
character. 

*  We  all  rejoice,  dear  Madam,  in  the 
account  you  give,  of  your  prefent  hap- 
pinefs.     It  was  impoffible  that  GOD 
Almighty  fhould  deft-it  a  lady  fo  ex- 
emplarily  deferving;  and  HE  certaiu- 
ly  conducted  you  in  your  refolutions 
to  abandon  every  thing  that  you  loved 
in  England,  after  the lofs  of  your  dear 
fponfe,  becaufe  it  ft-ems  to  have  been 
the  intention  of  His  providence  that 
you  fhould  reward  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Wrightfon,  and  meet  with  your  own 
reward  in  fo  doing. 

*  Mifs  is  very  fond  of  my  little  Billy; 
fhe  is  a  charming  child,  is   eai'y  and 
genteel  in  her  fhape,  and  very  pretty  : 
flie  dances  finely,  has  a  fweet  air,  and 
is  improving   every  day  in   muiick  j 
works  with  her  needle,   and  reads  ad- 
mirably, for  her  years ;  and  takes  a  de- 
light in  both,  which  gives  me  no  fmali 
pleafure.     But  fhe  is  not  very  forward 
in  her  penman/hip,  as  you  will  fee  by 
what  follow.; :   the  inditing  too  is  her 
own ;  but  in  thata  and  the  writing,  flie 
took  a  good  deal  of  time,  on  a  feparats 
paper. 

<:    DEAREST     DEAR     MAMMA, 

\  T  O  UR  Sally  is  full  of  joy,  to  have 

A     "  any  commands  from  htr  ho- 

noured  mamma,     I  promife  to  fol- 

"  low 
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"  low  all  your  directions.  Indeed,  and 
"  upon  my  word,  I  will.  You  pleafe 
"  me  mightily  in  giving  me  fo  clear  a 
*c  new  mamma  here.  Now  I  know  in- 
ft  deed  I  have  a  mamma,  and  I  will 
"  love  and  obey  her,  as  if  me  was  you 
**  your  own  felf.  Indeed  I  will.  You 
"  mult  always  blefs  me,  becaufc  I 
•'  will  be  always  good.  I  hope  you  will 
*'  believe  me,  becaufe  I  am  above  telling 
"  fibs.  '  I  am,  my  honoured  mamma, 
(l  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water,  and 
«  ever  will  be,  as  if  you  was  here, your 
"  dutiful  daughter, 

««  SALLY  GOODWIN." 

•  Mils  (permit  me,  dear  Madam,  to 
fubjoin)  is  a  very  good-tempered  child, 
eafy  to  be  perfuaded,  and  I  hope  loves 
me  dearly  ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
make  her  love  me  better  and  better ; 
for  on  that  love  will  depend  the  regard 
which,  I  hope,  fhe  will  pay  to  all  I 
fhall  fay  and  do  for  her  good. 
'  Repeating  my  acknowledgments  for 
the  kind  truft  you  repofe  in  me,  and 
with  thanks  for  the  valuable  prefent 
you  have  fent  me,  we  all  here  join  in 
refpe&s  to  worthy  Mr.  Wrightfon, 
and  in  wifhing  you,  Madam,  a  conti, 
nuance  and  increafe  of  worldly  felici- 
ty ;  and  I,  particularly,  beg  leave  to 
amire  you,  that  I  am,  and  ever  will 
be,  with  the  higheft  refpecl:  and  grati- 
tude, though  perfonally  unknown, 
deareft  Madam,  the  affectionate  ad- 
mirer of  your  piety  y  and  your  obliged 
humble  fervantt 

<  P.  B.' 

Your  ladyfhip  will  fee  how  I  was  cir- 
cumfcribed  and  limited ;  otherwife  I 
would  have  told  the  good  lady  (what  I 
have  mentioned  more  than  once)  hew  I 
admire  and  honour  her  for  her  penirence, 
and  for  that  noble  refolution,  which  en- 
abled her  to  do  what  thousands  could 
not  have  the  heart  to  do,  abandon  her 
country,  her  relations,  friends,  baby, 
and  all  that  was  dear  to  her,  as  well  as 
the  feducer,  whom  fhe  too  well  loved, 
and  hazard  the  fea,  the  dangers  of  pi- 
rates, and  poflibly  of  other  wicked  at- 
tempters  of  the  mifchievous  fex,  in  a 
world  me  knew  nothing  of,  among  ftrau- 
gei  s ;  and  all  to  avoid  repeating  a  fin,  fhe 
had  been  unhappily  drawn  into  j  and  tor 
\vhrch  fhe  ftill  abhors  herfelf . 

Muft  not  fucK  alacly  as  this,  dear  MH- 
,  iiave  as  much  merit,  as  many  even. 


of  thofe,  who,  having  not  had  her  temp- 
tations, have  not  fallen  ?  This,  at  lealr, 
one  may  aver,  that  next  to  not  com- 
mitting an  error,  is  the  refolution  to  re- 
trieve it  all^that  one  may,  to  repent  of 
it,  and  ftudioufly  to  avoid  the  repetition. 
But  who,  befitles  this  excellent  Mrs. 
Wrightlbn,  having  fo  fallen,  and  beimr 
ftill  fo  ardently  folicited  and  purfued, 
(and  flattered  perhaps,  by  fond  hopes, 
that  her  fpoiler  would  one  day  do  her  all 
the  ju (lice he  could — for  who  can  do  com- 
plete jultice  to  a  woman  he  has  robbed 
of  her  honour?) — could  refolve  as  fhe 
refolved,  and  aft  as  iheacled  ? 

Mifs  Goodwin  is  a  fweet  child ;  but 
permit  me  to  fay,  has  a  little  of  her  pa- 
pa's fpirit;  hafty,  yet  generous  and  ac- 
knowledging when  fhe  is  convinced  of 
her  fault ;  a  little  haughtier  and  prouder 
than  I  wifli  her  to  be ;  but  in  every  thing 
elfe  deferves  the  character  I  give  of  her  to 
her  mamma. 

She  is  very  fond  of  fine  clothes,  is  a 
little  too  lively  to  the  fervants — Told  me 
once,  when  I  took  notice,  that  foftnefs 
and  mildnefs  of  fpeech  became  a  young 
lady,  that  they  were  but  fervants ;  and 
fhe  could  fay  no  more,  than  «  Pray,'  and 
*  I  defire/  and  *  I  wifli  you'd  be  fo  kind/ 
to  her  uncle  or  to  me. 

I  told  her,  that  good  fervants  defervcd 
any  civil  diitin&ions ;  and  that  fo  long 
as  they  were  ready  to  oblige  her  in  every 
thing,  by  a  kind  word,  it  would  be  very 
wrong  to  give  them  imperative  ones, 
which  could  ferve  for  no  other  end,  but 
to  convince  obfervers  of  the  hatightinef 9 
of  one's  own  temper  j  and  looked,  as  if 
one  would  qjieftion  their  compliance 
with  our  wills,  unlefs  we  would  exaft  it 
with  an  high  hand  ;  which  might  caft  a 
flur  upon  the  command  we  gave,  as  If 
we  thought  it  was  hardly  fo  reafonable, 
as  otherwife  to  obtain  their  obfervatiott 
of  it. 

'  Befides,  my  dear,1  faid  I,  '  you 
don't  coniider,  that  if  you  fpeak  as 
haughtily  and  commandingly  to  them 
on  common,  as  on  extraordinary  oc- 
cafions,  you  weaken  your  own  autho- 
rity, if  ever  you  mould  be  permitted  to 
have  any,  and  they'll  regard  you  no 
more  in  the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other.' 
She  takes  great  notice  of  what  I  fay  j 
and  when  her  little  proud  heart  is  fubdued 
by  realbnings  fhe  cannot  anfwer,  flic  will 
fit  as  if  fhe  were  ftudying  "what  to  fay^ 
that  fhe  may  come  off  as  flyingly  as  flic 
cans  and  as  the  cate  requires,  I  let  her 
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:  ff  ea%,  or  I  pufli  the  little  dear  to 
er  laft  refuge,  and  make  her  quit  her 
peft,  and  yield  up  her  fpirit  a  captive  to 
Reafon  and  Difcretion  :  two  excellent 
commanders,  with  whom,  I  tell  her,  I 
muft  bring  her  to  be  intimately  ac- 
quainted. 

Yet  after  all,  till  I  can  be  fure  that  I 
can  infpire  her  with  the  love  of  virtue, 
for  it's  own  fake,  I  will  rather  try  to 
conduct  her  fpirit  to  proper  ends,  than 
endeavour  totally  to  fubdue  it ;  being 
fenfible  that  our  paflions  are  given  us  for 
excellent  ends,  and  that  they  may,  by  a 
droper  direction,  be  made  fub'fervient  to 
the  nobleft  purpofes. 

I  tell  her  fometimes,  there  may  be  a 
decent  pride  in  humility,  and  that  it  is 
very  poflible  for  a  young  lady  to  behave 
with  ib  much  true  dignity,  as  mall  com- 
mand refpect  by  the  turn  of  her  eye, 
fooner  than  by  afperity  of  fpeech;  that 
fhe  may  depend  upon  it,  that  theperfon 
who  is  always  finding  faults,  frequently 
caufes  them  ;  and  that  it  is  no  glory  to 
be  better  born  than  fervants,  if  fhe  is 
not  better  behaved  too.. 

Befides,  I  tell  herhiunility  is  a  grace 
that  mines  in  a  high  condition,  but  can- 
nut  equally  in  a  YO-ZU  one  ;  becaufe  that 
is  already  too  much  humbled  perhaps  i 
and  that,  though  there  is  a  cenfure  lies 
agrdnft  being  poor  and  proud,  yet  I 
would  rather  forgive  pride  m  a  poor  body, 
than  in  a  rich  ;  for  in  the  ricfy  it  is  infult 
and  arrogance,  proceeding  from  their 
high  condition  ;  but  in  the  poor  it  may 
be  a  -dcfenfative  againft  difhonefty,  and 
jnayfhew  a  natural  bravery  of  mind,  per- 
haps, if  properly  directed,  and  manifefted 
on  right  occafions,  that  the  frowns  of 
fortune  cannot  deprefs. 

She  fays,  fhe  hears  every  day  things 
from  me,  which  her  govevnefs  never 
taught  her. 

That  may  very  well  be,  I  tell  her,  be- 
•caufe  her  governefs  has  many  young  la- 
dies to  take  care  of;  I  but  one  :  and^that 
I  want  to  make  her  wife  and  prudent  be- 
J.imes,  that  fhe  may  be  an  example  to 
other  Mifles  ;  and  that  governefles  and 
mamma'1  s  fhall  fay  to  their  Miffes— 

*  When  will  you  be  like  Mils  Goodwin? 
'  Do  you  ever  hear  Mifs  Goodwin  fay  a 

*  naughty  word?  Would  Mil's  Good- 
(  win,  think  you,"have  done  fooi'Tor1 

'  She  thnew  her  arms  about  my  neck, 
on  one  fuch  occafion  as  this  :  '  Oh,'  faid 
fne,  •*  what  a  charming  mamma  have  I 

*  got  I1  I  will  be  in  every  tliir^  as  like 
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'  yon,  Madam,  as  ever  Icanl — And 
1  then  you  will  love  me,  and  fo  will 
'  my  uncle,  and  Ib  v\  'livery-body  elle.* 

Mr.B.  whom  now-aud-then,  me  fays, 
flie  loves  as  well  -as  if  he  were  her  own 
papa,  fees  with  pleafure  how  we  go  on  ; 
and  loves  us  both,  if  poffible,  better  and 
better.  But  me  tells  me,  I  muft  not 
have  any  daughter  but  her,  and  is  very 
jealous  on  theoccalion  about  which  your 
lady  (hip  fo  kindly  reproaches  me. 

There  is  a  pride,  you  know,  Madam, 
in  fome  of  our  fex,  that  ferves  to  ufefui 
purpofes,  and  is  a  good  defence  againlt 
improper  matches,  and  mean  actions  5 
and  this  is  not  wholly  to  be  fubdued, 
for  that  reafon  ;  for,  though  it  is  not 
virtue,  yet,-  if  it  can  be  virtue's  fubjli- 
tute,  in  high,  ram,  and  i  n  con  fi  derate 
minds,  it  may  turn  to  good  account.  So 
I  will  not  quite  difcouragc  my  dear  pupil 
neither,  till  I  fee  what  difcretion,  and 
riper  years,  may  add  to  her  diftinguim- 
ing  faculty.  For,  as  fome  have  no  no"- 
tion  of  pride,  feparate  from  imperiouf- 
nefs  and  arrogance  ;  fo  others  know  no 
difference  between  humility  and  mean- 
nd's. 

There  is:a  goidenmean  in  every  thing; 
and  if  it  pleafe  God  to  (pare  us  both,  -I 
will  endeavour  to  point  her  paflions,  and 
fuch  even  cf  thole  foibles,  which  leem  too 
deeply  rooted  to  be  foon  eradicated,  to 
ufefui  purpofes ;  choofmg  to  imitate 
phyficians,  who,  in  certain  chronical 
illneftes,  a:?  I  have  read  in  Lord  Bacon, 
rather  procted  by  palliatives,  than  by 
harfh  extirpatives,  which,  through  the 
refiHance  given  to  them  by  the  conftitu- 
tion,  may  create  fuch  ferments  in  it,  as 
may  deftroy  that  health  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  eitablifh. 

But  wbither  am  I  running  ?— Your 
ladyfhip,  I  hope,  will  excufe  this  parad- 
ing freedom  of  my  pen :  for  though  thele 
notions  are  well  enough  with  regard  to 
Mil's  Goodwin,  they  muft  be  very  im- 
pertinent to  a  lady,  who  can  fo  much 
better  inftruct  Mifs's  tutorefs  than  that 
vaintutorefs  can  her  pupil.  And  there- 
fore, with  my  humbleft  refpecls  to  my 
good  Lord  Davers,  and  your  noble  neigh- 
bours, and  to  Mr.  H.  I  haften  to  con- 
clude myfelf,j0«r  ladyjhifs  obliged JiJIer, 
and  obedient  fervanty 

P.  B. 

Your  Billy,   Madam,   is    a   charming 

dear! — I  long -to  haye-ytu  fee  him. 

H«  fenls   you  a  kifs  upon  this  paper. 

4-C  You'll 
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You'll  fee  Jt  ftained,  juft  here.  The 
charmer  has  cut  two  teeth,  and  is  about 
more;  fo  you'll excufe  the  dear,  pretty, 
flanbering  boy.  Mils  Goodwin  is 
ready  to  eat  him  with  iove  :  and  Mr. 
B,  is  fonder  and  fonder  of  us  ail :  and 
then  yourladyfhip,  and  my  good  Lord 
Pavers,  love  us  too.  O  Madam, 
what  a  bleffed  creature  am  I  ! 
Mifs  Goodwin  begs  I'll  fend  her  duty 
to  her  noble  uncle  and  aunt;  that's  her 
jultdiftinclion  always,  when  me  fpeaks 
of  you  both,  which  is  not  feldom. 
She  aflced  me,  pretty  dear  !  jull  now, 
if  I  think  there  is  fuch  a  happy  girl  in 
the  world,  as  me  is  ?  I  tell  her,  GOD 
always  bleffes  goodMiffes,  and  makes 
them  happier  and  happier. 


LETTER    LXVI. 

MY   DEAR    I.ADY   D  AVERS, 

I  Have  three  rnarriages  to  acquaint  you 
with,  in  one  letter.  In  the  firft  place, 
Sir  W.  G.  has  fent,  by  the  particular  de- 
fire  of  my  dear  friend,  that  he  was  made 
one  of  the  happieft  men-  in  England,  on 
the  1 8th  part  ;  and  fo  I  have  no  longer 
my  Mifs  Darnford  to  boaft  of.  I  have 
a  very  good  opinion  of  the  gentleman  ; 
but  if  he  be  but  half  fo  good  a  hufband 
as  me  will  make  a  wife,  they  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly happy  in  one  another. 

Mr.  Williams's  marriage  to  a  kinf- 
woman  of  his  noble  patron,  (as  you  have 
heard  was  in  treaty)  is  the  next;  and 
there  is  great  reaibn  to  believe,  from  the 
character  of  both,  that  they  will  likewife 
do  credit  to  the  ftate. 

The  third  is  Mr.  Adams  and  Polly 
Barlow ;  and  I  wifh  them,  for  both  their 
&kc?-j  ;is  happy  as  either  of  the  former. 
They  are  fet  out  to  his  living  highly 
pleated  with  one  another;  and  I  hope 
v/ill  have  reafon  to  continue  fo  to  be. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  did  not  indeed  think 
the  affair  would  have  been  fo  loon  con- 
cluded j  and  Mifs  kept  it  off  fo  long,  as 
I.  nnderftand,  that  her  papa  was  angry 
with  her:  and,  indeed,  as  the  gentle- 
man's family,  circumftances,  and  cha- 
racter, were  fuch,  that  there  could  lie  no 
objection  againll  him,  I  think  it  would 
have  been  wrong  to  havedeiayed  it. 

I  mould  have  written  to  your  lady/hip 
before ;  but  have  been  favoured  with  Mr. 
B.'s  company  into  Kent,  on  a  viiit  to 
my  good  mother,  who  was  indifpofed. 


We  tarried  there  a  week,  and  left  both 
my  dear  parents,  to  my  thankful  fatis- 
faftion,  in  as  good  health  as  ever  they 
were  in  their  lives. 

Mrs.  Judy  Swynford,  or  MifsSwyn- 
ford,  (as  fhe  refufes  not  being  called, 
now-and-then)  has  been  with  us  for  this 
week  part ;  and  fhe  expecls  her  brother, 
Sir  Jacob,  to  fetch  her  away  about  a  week 
hence. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  write  the  leaft 
word  that  may  appear  difrefpe&ful  of 
any  perfon  who  has  the  honour  to  bear  a 
relation  to  your  lady  (hip  and  Mr.  B. 
Otherwife  1  mould  fay,  that  the  B — s 
and  the  S — s  are  directly  the  oppofites 
of  one  another.  But  yet,  as  (me  fays) 
flie  never  faw  your  ladyfhip  but  once, 
you  will  forgive  me  to  mention  a  word 
or  two  about  this  lady,  becaufe  fhe  is  a 
character  that  is  in  a  manner  new  tome. 

She  is  a  maiden  lady,  as  you  know, 
Madam,  and  though  fhe  will  not  part 
with  the  green  leaf  from  her  hand,  one 
fees  by  the  grey-goofe  down  on  her  brows 
and  her  head;  that  fhe  cannot  be  Icfs 
than  fifty-five — But  fo  much  pains  does 
fhe  take,  by  powder,  to  have  never  a  dark 
hair  in  her  head,  becaufe  fhe  has  one  half 
of  them  white,  that  I  am  forry  to  fee, 
what  is  a  fuhjeft  for  reverence,  mould  be 
deemed  by  the  good  lady,  matter  of  con- 
cealment. 

She  is  often  in  converfation,  indeed, 
feerningly  reproaching  herfelf,  that  fhe  is 
an  old  maid,  and  an  old  woman  j  but  it 
is  very  dii'cernible,  that  fhe  expects  a  com- 
pliment, that  fhe  is  notfs,  every  time  me 
is  fo  free  with  herfelf:  and  if  nobody 
makes  her  one,  fhe  will  fay  fomething  of 
that  fort  in  her  own  behalf. 

She  takes  particular  care,  that  of  all 
thepublick  tranfaclions  which  happen  to 
be  talked  of,  her  memory  will  never  carry 
her  back  above  thirty  years ;  and  then  it 
is—-'  About  thirty  years  ago,  when  I 
'  was  a  girl,'  or,  'when  I  was  inhang- 
'  ing-fleeves  j'  and  fo  fhe  makes  herfelf, 
for  twenty  years  of  her  life,  a  very  ufelefs 
and  infignificant  perfon. 

If  her  teeth,  which,  for  her  time  of 
life,  are  very  good,  though  not  over- 
white,  (and  which,  by  the  care  fhe  takes 
of  them,  fhe  feems  to  look  upon  as  the 
laft  remains  of  her  better  days)  would 
but  fail  her,  I  imaghw  it  would  help  her 
to  a  conviction,  that  would  fet  her  ten 
years  forwarder  at  leaft.  But,  poor 
lady!  fhe  is  fo  young,  in  fpite  of  her 
wrinkles, 
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wrinkles,  that  I  am  really  concerned  for 
her  affectation  ;  becaufe  it  expofes  her  to 
the  remarks  and  ridicule  of  the  gentle- 
men, and  gives  one  pain  for  her. 

Sucely,  thefe  ladies  don't  act  prudently 
at  all}  iince,  for  every  year  Mrs.  Judy 
would  take  from  her  age,  her  cenfurers 
add  two  to  it;  and,  behind  her  back, 
make  her  going  on  towards  feventy  ; 
whereas,  if  me  would  lay  claim  to  her 
reverential;,  as  I  may  fay,  and  not  en- 
deavour to  conceal  her  age,  (he  would 
have  a  great  many  compliments  for  look- 
ing fo  well  at  her  time  of  life.  And 
many  a  young  body  would  hope  to  be  the 
better  for  her  advice  and  experience,  who 
now  are  afraid  of  affronting  her,  if  they 
fuppofe  me  has  lived  much  longer  in  the 
world  than  themfelves. 

Then  flie  laughs  back  to  the  years  me 
owns,  when  more  flippant  ladies,  at  the 
laughing-time  of  life,  delight  to  be  fro- 
lick:  me  tries  to  fmg  too,  although,  if 
ever  fhe  had  a  voice,  me  has  out-lived  itj 
and  her  fongs  are  of  fo  antique  a  date, 
that  they  would  betray  her;  only,  as  flie 
tells  us,  they  were  learnt  her  by  her 
grandmother,  who  was  a  fine  lady  at  the 
Restoration.  Shewilljoinin  adancej  and 
though  her  limbs  move  not  fo  pliantly 
as  might  be  expected  of  a  lady  no  older 
than  (he  would  be  thought  to  be,  and 
whole  dancing-days  are  not  entirely  over, 
yet  that  was  owing  to  a  fall  from  her 
torfe  fome  years  ago,  which,  (he  doubts, 
me  fhall  never  recover,  fo  as  to  be  quite 
well,  though  Ihe  finds  me  grows  better 
and  better  every  year. 

Thus  me  lofes  the  refpcct,  the  reve- 
rence, me  might  receive,  were  it  not  for 
this  miferable  affectation}  takes  pains,  by 
aping  youth,  to  make  herfelf,  unworthy 
of  her  years,  and  is  content  to  be  thought 
lefs  difcreet  than  me  might  otherwife  be 
deemed,  for  fear  Ihe  &ould  be  imagined 
olderif  ihe  appeared  wifer. 

What  a  fad  thing  is  this,  Madam?— 
What  a  miftaken  conduct  ?  We  pray  to 
live  to  old  age;  and  it  is  promifed  as  a 
blefiing,  and  as  a  reward  for  the  per- 
formance of  certain  duties ;  and  yet,  when 
we  come  to  it,  we  had  rather  be  thought 
as  foolifli  as.  youth,  than  to  be  deemed 
wife,  and  in  poffeilion  of  it.  And  fo  we 
mew  how  little  we  deferve  what  we  have 
been  fo  long  coveting ;  and  yet  covet 
on:  for  what?  Why,  to  be  more  and 
more  afhamed,  and  more  and  more  un- 
worthy of  what  we  covet  I 
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How  fantaftick  a  character  5»  this  I — 
Well  may  irreverent,  unthinking  youth 
defpife,  inltead  of  revering  the  hoary 
head,  which  the  wearer  isfo  much  afliam- 
edof. 

Will  you  forgive  me,  Madam  ?  The 
lady  boarts  a  relationfhip  to  you,  and  to 
Mr.  B.  and,  1  think,  I  am  very  bold. 
But  my  reverence  for  years,  and  the  dif- 
gutr.  I  have  to  fee  any  body  behave  un- 
worthy of  them,  makes  me  take  the  greater 
liberty  :  which,  however,  I  fliall  wifli  I 
had  not  taken,  if  it  meets  not  with  that 
allowance,  which  I  have  always  had  from 
your  ladyfhip  in  what  I  write. 

GOD  knows  whether  ever  I  may  enjoy 
the  blefling  I  fo  much  revere  in  others. 
For  now  my  heavy  time  approaches.  But 
I  was  fo  apprehenfive  before,  and  fo 
troublefome  to  my  beft  friends,  with  my 
vapourifti  fears,  that  now  (with  a  perfect 
resignation  to  the  Divine  Will)  I  will 
only  add,  that  I  am  your  lady/tripes  mojl 
obliged  filler  andfervant, 

P.B. 

My  dear  Billy,  and  MJfs  Goodwin,  im- 
prove both  of  them  every  day,  and 
are  all  I  can  defire  or  expect  them  to  be. 
Could  Mifs's  poor  mamma  be  here 
with  a  wi(h,and  back  again,  how  much 
would  flie  be  delighted  with  one  of  our 
afternoon  conferences ;  our  Sunday 
employments,  efpecially ! — And  let  me 
tell  your  lady/hip, that  I  am  very  happy 
in  another  young  gentleman  of  the 
dean's  recommending,  inftead  of  Air, 
Adams*' 


LETTER    XLVII. 

MY   DEAREST  LADY, 

I  Am  once  more,  blefied  be  God  for 
all  his  mercies  to  me!  enabled  to  de- 
dicate to  you  the  firft  fruits  of  my  pen- 
manlhip,  on  my  upfitting,  to  thank  you, 
and  my  noble  lord,  for  all  your  kind 
folicitndes  for  my  welfare.  Billy  every 
day  improves,  Mifs  is  all  I  wi/h'  her  to 
be,  and  my  iecond  dear  boy  continues 
to  be  as  lovely  and  as  fine  a  baby  as  your 
lady&ip  was  pleafed  to  think  hitn  ,-  and 
their  papa,  the  beft  of  hirfbands! 

I  am  glad  to  hear  Ladv  Betty  is  likely 
to  be  fo  happy.  Mr.  B.  fays,  her  no- 
hie  admirer  is  as  worthy  a  gentleman  as 
any  in  the  peerage  ;  and  I  'beg  ofyoujr 
ladylhJp  to  congratulate  the  dear  la, 


and 
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and  her  noble  parents,  in  my  name,  if 
I  flioukl  be  at  a  diitance,  when  the  nup- 
tials are  celebrated. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  vifit  from 
my  lady,  the  Coumefs  Dowager,  on  oc- 
calion  of  her  leaving  the  kingdom  for  a 


year  or  two,  for  which  Ipace  me  defigns 
to  refide  in  Italy;  principally  at  Naples 
or  Florence j  a  delign  me  took  up,  fome 


time  ago,  as  I  believe  I  mentioned  to 
your  ladyfhip;  but  whi-rh  it  feems  (he 
could  not  conveniently  put  into  execu- 
tion till  now. 

Mr.  B.  was  abroad  when  her  lady- 
fhip came,  having  taken  a  turn  toGlou- 
cefter  the  day  before,  and  I  expected  him 
not  till  the  next  day.  Her  ladyfhipjent 
her  gentleman,  the  preceding  evening,  to 
let  me  know,  that  bufmefs  had  brought 
heras  far  as  Wooburn^  and  if  if  would 
not  be  unacceptable,  me  would  pay  her 
refpe£h  to  me  at  breakfaft,  the  next 
morning,  King  fpeedily  to  leave  Eng- 
land. I  returned,  that  I  mould  be 
very  proud  of  that  honour.  And  about 
ten  her  ladyfhip  came. 

She  was  exceedingly  fond  of  my  two 
boys,  the  little  man,  and  the  pretty  baby, 
as  fhe  called  them}  and  I  had  very  dif- 
ferent emotions  from  the  expreffion  of 
.her  love  to  Billy,  and  her  vilit  to  me, 
from  what  I  had  once  before.  She  was 
Jbrry,  me  laid,  Mr.  B.  was  abroad; 
though  her  buflnefs  was  principally  with 
'me.  '  For,  Mrs.  B.'  faid  fhe,  '  I  come 
*;  to  tell  you  all  that  pafled  between  Mr. 
*"  B.  and  myklf,  that  you  may'not  think 
•  *  worfe  of  either  of  us  than  we  deferve; 

*  and  I  could  not  leave  England,  till  I 

*  had  done  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  wait- 

*  ing  on  you  for  .this  -purpofe;.  and  yet, 

*  perhaps,  from    the  diftance  of  time, 

*  you'll  think  it  needlefs  now.     And, 

*  indeed,  I  mould  have  waited  on  you 

*  before,  to  have  cleared  up  my  charac- 

*  ter  with  you,  had  I. thought  I"  mould 
4  have  been  ib  long  kept  on  this  fide  of 

*  the  water.'    '  . 

I  faid,  I  was  very  forry  I  had  ever 
been  uneafy,  when  I  had  two  perfons  of 
To  much  honour- — '  Nay,1  faid  die,' in- 
terrupting me,  '  you  have  no  need  to 
<  apologize:  things  looked  bad  enough, 
*'  as  they  were'  reprefented  to  you,  to  juf- 

*  tify  greater  uncafmefs  than  you  ex- 
«  prefled.' ' 

She  afk'ed  me,  Who  that  pretty  geh- 
teel  Mifs/was?; — I  faid,  a  relation  of 
Lord  Davers,  who  was  iritrufted  lately 
to  my  care.  «  Then,  Mils,*  faid  her 


lad)  fliip,  and  kiffed  her,  *  you  are  very 

*  happy.' 

Believing  the  Countefs  was  defirous 
of  being  alone  with  me,  I  faid — *  My 

*  dear  Mifs  Goodwin,  won't  you  go  to 
4  your  little  nurfery,  my  lover'  forfo 
me  calls  my  laft  blefling — c  You'd  be 
'  forry  the  baby  mould  cry  for  you.' — 
For  (lie  was  Ib  taken  with  the  charming 
lady,  that  fhe  was  loth  to  leave  us— But 
on  my  faying  this,  withdrew. 

When  we  were  alone,  the  Coufctefs 
beg^an  her  ftory,  with  a  fweet  confufion, 
which  added  to  her  lovelinefs.  She  faid 
fhe  would  be  brief,  becaufe  fhe  mould 
exacl:  all  my  attention,  and  not  fuffer 
me  to  interrupt  her  till  fhe  had  done. 

She  began  with  acknowledging,  that 
fhe  thought,  when  fhe  firft  faw  Mr. 
B.  at  the  mafquerade,  that  he  was  the 
fineft  gentleman  fhe  had  ever  feeii ; 
that  the  allowed  freedoms  of  the  place 
had  made  her  take  liberties  in  follow- 
ing him,  and  engaging  him  wherever 
he  went.  She  blamed  him  very  free- 
ly for  parting  for  a  fingle  man;  for 
that  (he  faid,  (fince  fhe  had  fo  fpleiidid 
a  fortune  of  her  own)  was  all  fhe 
was  felicitous  about;  having  never,  as 
fhe  confefled,  feen  a  man  fhe  could  like- 
fo  well;  her  former  marriage  having 
been  in  fome  fort  forced  upon  her,  at 
an  age  when  fhe  knew  not  how  todiftin- 
guifli;  and  that  fhe  was  very  loth  to 
believe  him  married,  even  when  fhe 
had  no  reafon  to  doubt  it.  '  Yet,  this 
I  muft  fay,  Madam,'  faid  her  ladyfhip, 
I  never  heard  a  man,  when  he  owned 
he  was  married,  exprefs  himfelf  with 
more  affectionate  regard  and  fondnefs 
than  he  did  of  you,  whenever  he  fpoke 
of  you  to  me;  which  made  me  long  to 
fee  you:  for  I  had  a  great  opinion  of 
thbfe  perfonal  advantages  which  every 
"one  flattered  me  with;  and  was  very 
unwilling  to  yield  the  palm  of  beauty 
to  you. 

*  I  believe  you  will  cenfure  me,  Mrs. 
B.  for  permitting  his  vifits  after  I 
knew  he  was  married.  To  be  fure, 
that  was  a  thoughtkfs,  and  a  faulty 
part  of  my  conduct — But  the  world's 
faucy  cenfures,  and  my  friends  indif- 
creet  interpofals,  iricenfed  me;  and, 
knowing  the  uprightnefs  of  my  own 
heart,  I  was  refolved  to  difregard  both, 
when  I  found  they  could  not  think 
worfe  of  me  than  they  did. 
' '  I  am  naturally  of  a  high  fpirit,  im- 
'  patient  of  contradiction,  always  ^avc 
<' my  ft  If 
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f  myfelf  freedoms,  for  which,  fatisfied 

*  with  my  own  innocence,  I  thought  my- 
'  felf  above  being  accountable  to  any 
«  body — And  then  Mr.   B.   has  fuch 
'  noble  fentiments,  a  courage  and  fear- 

*  leffnefs,  which  I  faw  on  mere  occa- 
c  fions  than   one,  that  all    ladies  who 

*  know  the  weaknefs  of  their  own  fex, 

*  and  how  much  they  want  the  protec- 
'  tion  of  the  brave,    are   taken  with. 
<  Then  his  perfonal  addrefs  was  fo  pe- 
f  culiarly  diftinguifhing,  that  having  an 
'  opinion   of  his  -honour,  I  was  embar- 

*  raffed   greatly   how    to    deny  my  felf 

*  his  converfation ;  although,  you'll  par- 
e  don  me,  Mrs.  B.  I  began  to  be  afraid, 
'  that  my  reputation  might  fuffer  in  the 
'  world's  opinion  for  the  indulgence. 

'  Then,  when  I  had  refolved,  as  I 
'  did  feverar  times,  to  fee  him  no  more, 

*  fome  unforefeen  accident  threw  him 
'  in  m^  way  again,  at  one  entertain- 
'  ment  or  other;   for  I  love  balls  and 
'  concerts,  and  publick  diverfions,  per- 
«  haps,  better  than  T  ought}  and  then  I 

*  had  all  my  refolves  to  begin  again. 

'  Yet  this  I  can  truly  fay,  whatever 
f  his  views  were,  I  never  heard  from  him 
c  the  leaft  indecent  exprefTion,  nor  faw 

*  in   his  behaviour    to  me   aught  that 

*  might   make  me  very   apprehenfive; 
'  faving,  that  I  began  to  fear,  that  by 

*  his    infmuating    addrefs,    and  noble 
'  manner,  I  fhould  be  too  much  in  his 

*  power,  and  too  little  in  my  own,  if 

*  I  went  on  fo  little  doubting,  and  fp 
«  little  alarmed,  if  ever  he  mould  avow 
'  di (honourable  defigns. 

«  I  had  often  lamented/  faid  her  la- 
dyfliip,  *  that  our  fex  were  prohibited, 

*  by  the  defigns  of  the  other  upon  their 
'  honour,  and  by  the  world's  ccnfures, 

*  from  converfing  with  the  fame  eafe  and 

*  freedom  with  gentlemen,  as  with  one 
'  another.     And  when  once  I  afked  my- 

*  felf,   to  what  this  converfation  might 
'  tend  at  laft?    and  where  the  pleafure 
'  each  feerned  to  take  in  the  other's, 

*  might  poffibly  end?  I  refolved  to  break 

*  it  off;     and    told  him  my  resolution 

*  next  time  I  faw  him.     But  he  flopped 
'  my  mouth  with  a  romantic k  notion, 
'  as  I  fince  think  it,  (though  a  forty  plea 
'  will  have  weight  in  favour  of  a  propo- 
,«  fai,  to  which  one  has  no  averfion)  of 
'  Platonick  love ;  and  we  had  an  inter- 

*  courfe  by  letters,  to  the  number  of  fix 

*  or  eight,  I  believe,  on  that  and  other 
c  fubje6ls. 

*  Yet  alj  this  f-irne,  Twas  the  lefs  np- 


*  prehenfive,  becaufe  he  always  fpoke  fo 
'  tenderly,  and  even  with  delight,  wher- 

*  ever  he  mentioned    his  lady;    and  t 
'  could  not  find,  that  you  were  at  all 

*  alarmed  at  our  acquaintance;  for  I  ne- 
'  ver  fcrupled  to  fend  my  letters,  by  mv 
'  own  livery,  to  your  houfe,  fealed  with 
'  my  own  feil . 

*  At  latl,  indeed,  he  began  to  tell  me, 
c  that  from   the  f  weeteft  and  the  evcnelt 
'  temper  in  the  world,  you  feemed  fobs 

*  leaning  towards  mefancholy,  were  al- 
f  ways  in  tear^,  or  fhewed  you  had  been 

*  weeping,  when  he   came  home;  and 
'  that  you  did  not  make  his  return  to  you 
'  fo  agreeable  as  he  ufed  to  find  it. 

f  I  afked,  if  it  were  net  owing  to  fome 

*  alteration   in  his  own  temper?  If  you 

*  might  not  be  uneafy  at  our  acquaint- 
1  ance,  and  at  his  frequent  abfence  from 

*  you,  and  the  like?  He  aniwered,  No! 

*  that  you  were  above  difguifes,  were 

*  of  a  noble  and  frank  nature,  and  wouhl 
4  have  taken  fome  opportunity  to  hint  it 

*  to  him,  if  you  had. 

*  This,  however,  wh.en  I  began  to 
{  think  ferioufly  of  the  matter,  gave  me 
'  but  little  Satisfaction ;  and  I  was  more 

*  and  more  convinced,  that  my  honour 
'  required  it  of  me,  to  break  off  this  in- 

*  timacy. 

*  And  although  I  permitted  Mr.  B, 
«  to  go  with  me  to  Tunbridgc,  when  I 

*  went  to  take  a  houfc  there,  yet  I  was 
'  uneafy,  as  he  faw.     And,  indeed,  fo 
«  was  he,  though  he  tarried  a  day  or  two 

*  longer  than  he  dehgncd,on  account  cf 

<  a  little  excurfion  my  filler  and  her  lord, 
{  and  he  and  I,  made  into  Sutfex,  to  fee 
«  an  eftate  that  I  had  thoughts  of  pur- 
1  chafing;  for  he  was  fo  good  as  to  look 
1  into  my  affairs  for  me,   and  has  put 

<  them  upon  an  admirable  eftkbjiflmient. 

r  His  uneafinets,  lio  tcld  me,  was  up-. 

<  on  your  account,  and  he  font  you  a 
'  letter  to  excufe  himfdf  for  not  waiting 
'  on  you  on  Saturday,  and  to  tell  you, 
'  he  would  dine  with  you  on  Monday. 
'  And  I  remember,  when  I  faid— "  Mr. 
'•  B.  you  feem  to  be  chagrined  atfome- 
<c  thing;  you  are  more  thoughtful  than 
f{  ufual;'1  his  anfwer  was—-"  Madam, 
cc  you  are  right.     Mrs.  B.  and  I  have 
"  had  a  little  mifunderfiauding.     She 
"  is  fo  folemn  and  fo  melancholy  of  late, 
tf  that  I  fear,  it  will  be  no  difficult  mat  • 
"  ter  to  put  her  out  of  her  right  mind  : 
"  and  I  love  her  fo   well,   that  then  I 
<;  fhould  hardly  keep  my  own." 

((  I*  there  no  rea/on,  think  you,"  faid' 
'«  I,  f<  to 


572 


PAMELA. 


4  I,  '*  to  imagine  that  your  aequaint- 
"  ance  with  me  gives  her  uneafmefs? 
"  You  know,  Mr.  B.  how  that  villain 
"  T."  (a  man,"  faid  me,  '  whole  info- 
'  lent  addrefs  I  rejected  with  the  con- 
'  tempt  it  deferved)  "has  flandered  us. 
*'  How  know  you,  but  he  has  found  a 
"  way  to  your  wilVs  ear,  as  he  has 
"  done  to  my  uncle's,  and  to  all  my 
"  friends  ?  And  if  fo,  it  is  beft  for  us 
„  ct  both  to  difcontinue  a  friendfliip,  that, 
«'  at  the  beft,  may  be  attended  with  dif- 
"  agreeable  conferences." 

'  He  faid,  he  mould  find  it  out  on  his 

*  return  to  you.     "  And  will  you,"  faid 

*  I,  "  ingenuoufly  acquaint*  me  with 
"  the  iffue  of  your  inquiries  ?  for/1  added 
«  I,  "  I  never  beheld  a  countenance  in  fo 
((  young  a  lady,  that  feemed  to  mean 
"  more  than  Mrs.  B.'s,whenl  faw  her 
••  in  town  j  and  notwithstanding  herpru- 
"  dence,Icouldfeeareferveandthought- 
"  fulnefs  in  it,  that,  if  it  was  not  natu- 
"  ral  to  it,  muft  indicate  too  much." 

'  He  returned  to  you,  Madam  :    he 

*  wrote  to  me,  in  a  very  moving  letter, 

*  the  iflue  of  your  conference,  and  re- 

*  ferred  to  fome  papers  of  your's,  that 

*  he  would  mew  me,  as  foon  as  he  could 
'  procure  them,  they  being  out  of  your 

*  own  hands;  and  let  me  know,  that 
'  T.   was  the   accufer,    as  I  had  fu- 

*  fpefted. 

*  In  brief,  Madam,  when  you  went 

*  down  into  Kent,  he  came  to  me,  and 
'  read  fome  part  of  your  account  to  Lac- 

*  dy  Davers,  of  your  informant  and  in- 

*  formation  ;  your  apprehenlions  ;  your 
'  prudence;  your  affection  for  him  ;  the 
'  reafon  of  your  melancholy;  and  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  appearance  things  bore, 
'  reafon    enough  you   had,    especially 
«  frqm  the  letter  of  Thomaline  Fuller, 
'  which  was  one  o,f  T.'s  vile  forgeries : 

*  for  though  we  had  often,  for  argu- 

*  ment's  fake,  talked  of  polygamy,  (lie 
«  arguing  for  it,  I  againft  it)   yet  had 
'  not  Mr.  B.  dared,  I  will  fay,  nor  was 
«  he  inclined,  1  verily  believe,  to  pro- 

*  pofe  any  fuch  thing  to  me :  no,  Ma- 

*  dam,  I  was  not  fo  much  abandoned  of 

*  a  fenfe  of  honour,  as  to  give  reafon  for 
'  any  one,  but  my  impertinent  rind  fool- 
'  ifti  uncle,  to  impute   fuch  a  folly  to 
'  me;  and  he  had   fo  behaved  to  me, 
'  that  I  cared  not  what  he  thought. 

«  Then,  what  he  read  to  me,  here  and 
'  there,  as  he  pleafed,  gave  me  realbn  to 
'  admire  you  for  your  generous  opinion 
'  of  one  you  had  fo  much  iteming  caufe 


f  to  be  afraid  of:  he  told  me  his'  appre- 

*  henfions,  from  your  uncommon  man- 

*  ner,  that  your  mind  was  in  fome  de- 

*  gree  affected,  and  your  ftrange  propo- 

*  fal  of  parting  with  a  hufband  every 
'  one  knows  you  fo  dearly  love :  and  we 

*  agreed  to  forbear  feeing  each  other,  , 
'  and  all  manner  of  correfpondence,  ex- 

'  ceptby  letter  for  one  month,  till  fome 

*  of  my  affairs  were  fettled,  which  had 
'  been  in  great  diforder,  and  were  in  his 
'  kind  management  then;  and  I  had  not 
c  one  relation,  whom  I  cared  to  trouble 
'  with  them,  becaufe  of  their  treatment 

*  of  me  on  Mr.  B.'s  account.     And 

*  this,  I  told  him,  fhoxild  not  be  neither, 
'  but  through  your  hands,  and   with 
'  yourconfent. 

*  And  thus,  Madam/  faid  her  lady- 
fhip,  *  have  I  told  you  the  naked  truth 

*  of  the  whole  affair. 

'  I  have  feen   Mr.  B.  very  feldom 

*  fmce,  and  when  I  have,  it  has  been  ei- 
'  ther  at  a  horfe-race,  in  the  open  field, 

*  or  at  fome  publick  diverfion,  by  acci- 
'  dent,  where  only  diftant  civilities  have 

*  paffed  between  us. 

«  I  refpeft  him  greatly ;  you  muft  al- 
'  low  me  to  fay  that.  Except  in  the 

*  article  of  permitting  me  to  believe,  for 

*  fome  time,  that  he  was  a  fingle  gentle- 
'  man,  which  is  a  fault  he  cannot  be  ex- 
f  cufed  for,  and  which  made  me  heartily 
'  quarrel  with  him,  when  I  firft  knew 

*  it.     He  has  behaved  towards  me  with 
'  fo  much  generofity  and  honour,  that 

*  I  could  have  wifhed  I  had  been   of 

*  his  fex,-  firce  he  had  a  lady  fo  much 

*  more  deferring  than  myfelf ;  and  then, 
c  had  he  had  the  Jfame  efteem  for  me, 

*  there  never  would  have  been  a  more 

*  perfecl  frieadfliip. 

*  I  am  now  going/  continued  her  la- 
dyfhip,  *  to   embark   for  France,   and 

*  mall  pafs  a  year  or  two  in  Italy;  and 
'  then  I  marl,  I  hope,  return  as  folid,  as 

*  grave,  as  circumfpecl,  though  not  fo 

*  wife,  as  Mrs.  B/ 

In  this  manner  .the  Countefs  conclud- 
ed the  narrative  !  and  I  told  her,  that  I 
was  greatly  obliged  to  her  for  the  ho- 
nour (he  did  me  in  this  vifit,  and  the 
kinxl  and  confiderate  occafion  of  it:  but 
that  Mr.  B.  had  made  me  entirely  happy 
in  every  particular,  and  had  done  her 
ladyib.ip  the  juftice  fhe  fo  well  deferved, 
having  taken  upon  himfelf  the  blame  of 
palling  as  a  fingle  man,  at  his  firft  ac- 
quaintance with  her. 

I  added, 
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I  added,  that  I  could  hope  her  lady- 
ftiip  might  be  prevented,  by  fome  happy 
man,  from  leaving  a  kingdom,  to  which 
me  was  lb  great  an  ornament,  as  well  by 
her  birth,  her  quality  and  fortune,  as 
by  her  perfections  of  perfon  and  mind. 

She  faid,  me  had  not  been  thehappieft 
of  her  fex  in  her  former  marriage  ;  al- 
though nobody,  her  youth  considered, 
thought  her  a  bad  wife  j  and"  her  lord's 
goodnefs  to  her,  at  his  death,  had  de- 
monftrated  his  own  favourable  opinion 
of  her  by  deeds,  as  he  had  done  by 
words,  upon  all  occafions  :  but  that  flie 
was  yet  young  5  a  little  too  gay  and  un- 
fettled  ;  and  had  her  head  turned  towards 
France  and  Italy,  having  pafled  fome 
time  in  thofe  countries,  which  flie  thought 
of  with  pleafure,  though  then  but  a  girl 
of  twelve  or  thirteen  :  that  for  this  realbn, 
and  having  been  on  a  late  occafion  ftill 
moreunfettled,(loolcingdownwithblum- 
es  which  often  overfpread  her  face,  as  (he 
talked)  me  had  refilled  fome  offers,  not 
defpicable :  that  indeed  Lord  C— — 
threatened  to  follow  her  to  Italy,  in  hopes 
of  meeting  better  fuccefs  there,  than  he 
had  met  with  here  ;  but  if  he  did,  though 
me  would  make  no  refolutions,  (he  be- 
lieved (he  mould  be  too  much  offended 
with  him,  to  give  him  reafon  to  boaft  of 
his  journey ;  and  this  the  rather,  as  (he 
had  grounds  to  think,  he  had  once  en- 
tertained no  very  honourable  notions  of 
her  friendfhip  for  Mr.  B. 

She  wimed  to  fee  Mr.  B.  and  to  take 
leave  of  him,  but  not  out  of  my  compa- 
ny, (he  was  plealed  to  fay. — *  Your  la- 
*  dyfliip's  confideration  for  me,'  replied 
I,  *  lays  me  under  high  obligation}  but 
indeed,  Madam,  there  is  no  occafion 
for  it,  from  any  diffidences  I  have  in 
yours  or  in  Mr.  B.'s  honour.    And  if 
your  ladymip  will  give  me  the  pleafure 
of  knowing  when  it  will  be  moft  ac- 
ceptable, I  will  beg  of  Mr.  B.  to  oblige 
me  with  his  company  to  return  this  fa- 
vour, the  firft  vifit  I  make  abroad.' 
'  You  are  very  kind,  Mrs.  B.'  faid 
tie :  *  but  I  think  to  go  to  Tunbridge 
for  a  fortnight,  when  I  have  difpolcd 
of  every  thing  for  my  embarkation, 
and  fo  let  out  from  thence.     And  if 
you  mould  then  be  both  in  Kent,  I 
(hould  be  glad  to  take  you  at  your 
word.' 

Totefure,  I  faid,  Mr.  B.  at  leaft, 
would  attend  her  ladymip  there,  if  any 
thing  mould  happen  to  deprive  me  of 
that  honour. 


«  You   are  very  obliging,'    faid  the 
Countefs :— '  I  take  great  concern  to 
myfelf,  for  having  been  the  means  of 
giving  you  a  moment's  uneafinels  for- 
merly :  but  I  muft  now  endeavour  to 
be  circumfpecl,  in  order  to  retrieve  my 
character,  which  has  been  fo  bafely  tra- 
duced by   that  prefumptuous   fellow 
Turner,  who  hoped,  T  fuppofe,  by  that 
means,  to  bring  me  down  to  his  level.* 
Her  ladyfliip  would  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to   itay   dinner ;  and  faying,  (he 
(hould  be  at  Wooburn  all  the  next  day, 
took  a  very  kind  and  tender  leave  of  me, 
wifhing  me  all  manner  of  happinefs,  as 
I  did  her. 

Mr.  B.  came  home  in  the  evening, 
and  next  morning  rode  to  Wooburn,  to 
pay  his  refpecls  to  the  Countefs,  and 
came  back  in  the  evening. 

Thus  happily,  and  to  the  fatisfacHon 
of  all  three,  as  I  hope,  ended  this  per- 
plexing affair. 

Mr.  B.  aflcs  me,  Madam,  how  I  relifli 
Mr.  Locke's  Treatife  of  Education? 
which  he  put  into  my  hands  fome  time 
fince,  as  I  told  your  ladymip.  I  an- 
fwered,  Very  wellj  and  I  thought  it  an 
excellent  piece  in  the  main. 

*  I'll  tell  you,'   faid  he,  '  what  you 
(hall  do.     You  have  not  (hewed  me 
any  thing  you  have  written  for  a  good 
while.     I  would  be  glad,  you  would 
fill  up  your  leifure  time,  imce  you  can- 
not be  without  a  pen,    with  your  ob- 
fervations  on  that  treatife,  t  hat  I  may 
know  what  you  can  object  to  it;  for 
you  fay,  In   the  main,   which  (hews, 
that  you  do   not  intirely  approve  of 
every  part  of  it.' 

*  But  will  not  that  be  prefumptuous, 
Sir  ?' 

'  I  admire  Mr.  Locke,'  replied  he  $ 
and  I  admire  my  Pamela.  I  have  no 
doubt  of  his  excellencies,  but  I  want 
to  know  the  (entiments  of  a  young 
mother,  as  well  as  of  a  learned  gentle- 
man, upon  the  fubject  of  education  ; 
becauie  I  have  heard  leveral  ladies  cen- 
fure  fome  part  of  his  regimen,  when  I 
am  convinced,  that  the  fault  lies  in 
their  own  over-great  fondnefs  for  their 
children.' 

*  As  to  myfelf,  Sir,  who,  in  the  early 
part  of  my  life,  have  not  been  brought 
up  too  tenderly,  you  will  hardly  meet 
with  any  objection  to  the  part  which 
I  imagine  you  have  heard  molt  objected 
to  by  ladies  who  have  been  more  in- 

«  dulgently 
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*  dulgently  treated  in  their  firft  ftage. 
'  But  there  are  a   few  other  things  that 

*  want  clearing  up  to  my  undei  (landing; 
'  but  which,  however,  may  be  the  fault 
'  of  that.1 

'  Then,  my  dear,' faid  he,  *  fuppofe 
'  me  at  a  ditlar.ce  from  you,  cannot  you 
'  give  me  your  remarks  in  the  fame 

*  manner,  as  if  you  were  writing  to  Lady 
'  Davers,   or  to  Mifs.Darnford,   that 

*  was  ?' 

Yes,    Sir,  depending  on  your  kind 


way,  though  I  mull  addrefs  myfelf,  it 
fetms,  to  my  deareilMr.  B.;  and  I  hone 
I- (hall  be  received  ontliefemyownterms, 
fince  they  are  your  brother's  terms  alfo ; 
and  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  as  will  con- 
vince you,  how  much  I  wifh  to  approve 
myfelf,  to  the  belt  of  my  poor  ability, 
your  ladyflnp's  mojt  obliged  Jijler,  and 
humble  fer-zraxt, 

P.  B. 


LETTER     XLVIII. 


MY    DEAREST    MR.   B, 


'  favour  to  me,  I  believe  I  could.' 
*  Do  then  5   and  the  lefs  reilraint  you 

'  write  with,  the  more  I  /hall  be  plea  fed 

*  with  it.     But  I   confine  you   not   t)       W  Have  been  confidering  of  your  corn- 
time  or  place.     We  will  make  our  ex-      A  mands,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Locke's 

booL;  and  fince  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
me  time  to  acquit  myfelf  of  the  talk,  I 
mall  take  the  liberty  to  propofe  to  in- 
clude in  a  little  book  my  humble  fenti- 
ments,  as  I  did  to  Lady  Davers,  in  that 
I  (hewed  you  in  relation  to  me  plays  I 
had  feen.  And  fince  you  confine  me 


*  curlions   as  I    once  propofed  to  you ; 
f  and  ilo  you  write  to  me  a  letter  now- 
'  aud-then  upon  the  fubject  ;   for  the 
'  places  and  rcmarkables  you  will  fee, 

*  will  be  new  only  to  yourfelf ;  nor  will 
'  either  of  thofe  ladies  expe£l  from  you 

*  an  itinerary,  or  a  particular  defcription 
f  of  countries,  which  they  will  find  bet- 

*  ter  defcribed  by  authors,   who  have 

*  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  treat  upon 
'  thofe  fubje£ls.     By  this  means,   you 
'  will  be  ufefully  employed  in  your  own 
'  way,  which  may  turn  to  good  account 
'  to  us  both,  and  to  the  dear  children, 
'  which  it  may  pleafe   God  to  bellow 
'  upon  us.' 

'  You  don't  expecl,  Sir,  any  thing  re- 

*  gular  or  digefted  from  me  ?' 

'  I  don't,  my  dear.  Let  your  fancy 
'  and  your  judgment  be  both  employed ; 
'  and  I  require  no  method;  for  I  know, 
'  in  your  eafy,  natural  way,  that  would 
'  be  a  confinement,  which  would  cramp 
'  your  genius,  and  give  what  you  write 
'  a  ftiff,  formal  air,  that  I  might  expecl 
'  in  a  pedagogue,  but  not  in  my  Pa- 
f  mela.' 

.  *  Well,  but,  Sir,  although  I  may  write 
e  nothing  to  the  purpofe,  yet  if  Lady 
'  Davers  is  deiirous  to  give  it  a  reading, 
'  you  will  allow  me  to  tranfmit  what  I 
'  mall  write  to  her  hands,  when  you 
'  have  per  u  fed  it  yourfelf?  For  your 
'  good  filler  is  ib  indulgent  to  my  fcrib- 
'  ble,  that  (he  will  expeft  to  be  always 
'  hearing  from  me ;  and  this  way  I  (hall 
'  oblige  her  ladyfhip,  while  I  obey  her 
'  brother.' 

'  With  all  my  heart,*  he  was  pleafed 
to  fay.  , 

So,  my  lady,  I  (hall  now-and-then 
pay  my  Tefpe&s  to  you  in  the  writing 


not  to  time  or  place,  perhaps,  I  mail  be- 
three  or  four  years  in  completing  it,  be- 
caufe  I  (hall  referve  fome  fubjecls  to  my 
further  experience  in  childrens  ways  and 
tempers,  arid  in  order  to  benefit  myfelf 
by  thofe  good  inftruclions,  which  I  mall 
receive  from  your  delightful  converfa- 
tion,  in  that  compais  of  time,  if  God 
fpare  us  to  one  another :  and  then  it  will, 
moreover,  be  ftill  worthier,  than  it  can 
otherwife  be,  of  the  perutal  of  the  moft 
honoured  and  beft  beloved  of  all  my  cor- 
refpondents,  much  honoured  and  beloved 
as  they  all  are. 

I  mull  needs  fay,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  that 
this  is  a  fubjeft  to  which  I  was  always 
particularly  attentive ;  and  among  the 
charities  your  bountiful  heart  permits 
me  to  difpenfe  to  the  poor  and  indigent, 
I  have  had  always  a  watchful  eye  upon 
the  children  of  fuch,  and  endeavoured, 
by  queltions  put  to  them,  as  well  as  to 
their  parents,  to  inform  myfelf  of  their 
litdeways  and  tempers,  and  how  nature 
delights  to  work  in  different  minds,  and 
how  it  might  be  pointed  to  their  good, 
according  to  their  refpeclive  capacities  ; 
'and  I  have  for  this  purpofe  ere6led,  with 
your  approbation,  alittle  fchool  of  feven 
or  tight  children,  among  which  are  four 
in  the  earlieft Hages,  when  they  can  but 
juft  fpeak,  and  call  for  what  they  wanf, 
or  love :  and  Lam  riot  a  little  pleafed  to 
obferve,  when  I  viiitthero'in  theirfchool- 
time,  that  principles  ofgoodnefs  and  vir- 
tue may  be  mftilled  into  their  link  hearts 

much 
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much  earlier  than  is  ufually  imagined. 
And  why  mould  it  not  be  To  ?  for  may 
not  the  child,  that  can  tell  it's  wants, 
and  make  known  it's  inclination,  be  ea- 
fily  made  fenfible  of  _v0tf  rV,  and  what  you 
expeft  from  it,  provided  you  take  a  pro- 
per  method  ?  For,  fometimes,  figns  and 
tokens,  (and  even  looks)  uniformly  prac- 
tifed,  will  do  as  well  as  words  j  as  we  fee 
in  fuch  of  the  young  of  the  brute  crea- 
tion as  we  are  difpofed  to  domefticate, 
and  to  teach  to  praclife  thofe  little  tricks, 
of  which  the  aptnefs  or  docility  of  their 
natures  makes  them  capable. 

Butyet,deareftSir,  I  know  not  enough 
of  the  next  ftage,  the  maturer  part  of 
life,  to  touch  upon  that,  as  I  wimed  to 
do ;  and  yet  there  is  a  natural  connec- 
tion and  progreflion  from  the  one  to  the 
other :  and  I  would  not  be  thought  a 
vain  creature,  whobelievesherfelf  equal 
to  every  fubjecl,  becauie  me  is  indulged 
with  the  good  opinion  of  her  friends,  in 
^fe-iVy  which  are  iuppofed  to  be  within 
her  own  capacity. 

For,  I  humbly  conceive,  that  it  is  no 
fmall  point  of  wifdom  to  know,  and  not 
to  miftake,  one's  own  talents;  and  for 
this  reafon,  permit  me,  dear  Sir,  to  fu- 
fpend,  till  I  am  better  qualified  for  it, 
even  my  ownpropofal  of  beginning  my 
little  book;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
touch  upon  a  few  places  of  the  admirable 
author  you  have  put  into  my  hand,  that 
feem  to  me  to  warrant  another  way  of 
thinking,  than  that  which  he  prefcribes. 
But,  clear  Sir,  let  me  premii'e,  that  all 
that  your  dear  babies  can  demand  of  my 
attention  for  fome  time  to  come,  is  their 
health ;  and  it  has  pleafed  God  to  blefs 
them  with  fuch  found  limbs,  and,  to  all 
appearance,  good  conftitutions,  that  I 
have  very  little  to  do,  but  to  pray  for 
them  every  time  I  pray  for  their  dear 
papa-,  and  that  is  hourly  ;  and  yet  not 
Ib  often  as  you  confer  upon  me  benefits 
and  favours,  and  new  obligations,  even 
to  the  prevention  of  all  my  wishes,  were 
I  to  fit  down  to  iludy  for  what  muft  be 
the  next. 

As  to  this  point  of  health,  Mr.  Locke 
gives  thefe  plain  and  eafy  to  be  obierved 
rules. 

He  prefcribes,  firft,  plenty  of  open  air. 
That  this  is  right,  the  infant  will  inform 
one,  who,  though  it  cannot  fpeak,  will 
make  figns  to  be  carried  abroad,  and  is 
never  Ib  well  pleafed,  as  when  it  is  en- 
joying the  open  and  free  air;  for  which 
reafon  I  conclude,  that  this  is  one  of  thole 


natural  pointings,  as  one  may  call  them, 
that  are  implanted  in  every  creature, 
teaching  it  to  choofe  it's  good,  and  to 
avoid  it's  evil. 

Sleep  is  the  next,  which  he  inioins  to 
be  indulged  to  it's  utmoft  extent :  an  ad- 
mirable rule,  as  I  humbly  conceive  ; 
fmce  found  fleep  is  one  of  the  greatcft 
nourifhers  of  nature,  both  to  the  once 
young  and  to  the  twice  young,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  phrafe.  And  I  the  rather 
approve  of  tins  rule,  becaufe  it  keeps  the 
nurie  unemployed,  who  otherwiie,  per- 
haps, would  be  doing  it  the  ejeatelt  mil- 
chief,  by  cramming  and  fturringit's  little 
bowels,  till  they  were  ready  to  burlt. 
And,  if  I  am  right,  what  an  inconfide- 
rate,  and  foolifh,  as  \vt;ll  as  pernicious 
practice  is  it,  for  a  mirfe  to  waken  the 
child  fvom  it's  nonriming  fleep,  for  fear 
it  mould  fi.Jfer  by  hunger,  and  inltantly 
pop  the  brealt  into  it's  pretty  mouth,  or 
provoke  it  to  feed,  when  it  has  no  incli- 
nation to  either;  and  for  want  of  digef- 
tion,  muft  have  it's  nutriment  turn  to  re- 
pletion, and  bad  humours ! 

Excuie  me,  dear  Sir,  thefc  leffor  par- 
ticulars. Mr.  Locke  begins  with  them; 
and  furely  they  may  be  allowed  in  a 
young  mamma.)  writing  (however  it  be 
to  a  gentk-man  of  genius  and  learning) 
to  a  papa,  on  a  fubieft,  that  in  it's  lov.x-it 
beginnings  ought  not  to  be  unattended  to 
by  either.  I  will  therefore  purliic  my 
excellent  author  without  further  apology, 
fmce  you  have  put  his  work  into  n:y 
hands. 

The  next  thing  then,  which  he  pre- 
fcribes, is  plain  diet.  This  fpeaks  for 
itltlf;  tor  the  baby  can  have  no  corrupt 
tafte  to  gratify  :  all  is  pure,  as  ort  of 
the  hand  of  Nature ;  and  what  is  not 
plain  and  natural,  muit  vitiate  and  of- 
ftad. 

Then,  no -vine -or Jt rang  drink.  Equal- 
ly iufi;  and  for  the  fame  reafon s. 

Little  or  no  phyfick.  Undoubtedly 
right.  For  the  ufe  of«,phy Tick,  wirho'ii 
neceffity,  or  by  way  of  precaution,  as 
fome  call  ir,  begets  the  necejjity  of  pl'.y- 
fick ;  and  the  very  -ivord  fuppoits  dij- 
temper  or  diforiier -^  and  where  there  is 
none,  would  a  parent  beget  one  ;  or,  by 
frequent  ufe,  render  I  he  falutary  force  of 
medicine  ineffectual,  when  itwas  wanted? 

Next,  he  forbids  too  ivarm  and  too 
flreigbt  clothing.  Dear  Sir,  this  is  juft 
as  I  wifh  it.  How  has  my  heart  ached, 
many  and  many  a  time,  when  I  have  i'eeri 
poor  babies  rolled  and  fwaiheci,  ten  or  a 
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aozcn  rimes  round;  then  blanket  upon 
blanket,  mantle  upon  that;  it's  little 
neck  pinned  down  to  one  pofture ;  it's 
head,  more  than  it  frequently  needs, 
triple-crowned  like  a  young  pope,  with 
covering  upon  covering  5  it's  legs  and 
arms,  as  if  to  prevent  thatkindly  ftretch- 
ing,  which  we  rather  ought  to  promote, 
when  it  i&  in  health,  and  which  is  only 
aiming  at  growth  and  enlargement,  the 
former  bundled  up,  the  latter  pruned 
down ;  and  how  the  poor  thing  lies  on 
the  r.urfe's  lap,  a  miferable  little  pinion- 
ed captive,  goggling  and  flaring  with  it's 
eyes,  the  only  organs  it  has  at  liberty,  as 
if  it  was  fupplicating  for  freedom  to  it's 
fettered  limbs  !  Nor  has  it  any  comfort 
at  all,  till,  with  a  figh  or  two,  like  a 
dying  deer,  it  drops  afteep ;  and  happy 
then  will  it  be,  till  the  officious  'nurfe's 
care  mall  awaken  it  for  it's  undelired 
'•food,  juft  as  if  the  good  woman  was  re- 
•folved  to  try  it's  confutation,  and  were 
willing  to  tee  how  many  difficulties  it 
Could  overcome. 

Then  this  gentleman  advifes,  that  the 
head  and  feet  mould  be  kept  cold ;  and 
the  latter  often  ufed  to  cold  water,  and 
expolcd  to  wet,  in  order  to  lay  the  foun- 
•dation,  3s  he  lays,  of  an  healthy  and 
hardy  conftitution. 

Now,  Sir,  what  a  pleafure  is  it  to  your 
Pamela,  that  her  notions,  and  her  prac- 
tice too,  fall  info  exaftly  with  this  learn- 
ed gentleman's  advice,  that,  excepting 
ene  article,  which  is,  that  your  Billy  has 
not  yet  been  accuftomed  to  be  <T.vet-Jhodt 
every  other  particular  has  been  oblerved! 
•And  don't  you  fee  what  a  charming, 
charming  b.iby  he  is  ? — Nay,  and  ib  is 
your  little  Davers,  for  his  age— pretty 
toul ! 

Perhaps  fome,  were  they  to  fee  this> 
would  not  be  fo  ready,  as  I  know  you 
will  be,  toexcufe  me  5  and  would  be  apt 
te  fay — *  What  nurfery  impertinencies 
*  are  thefe  t ;>  trouble  a  man  with  ! ' — But 
with  all  their  wifdom,  they  would  be 
miltaken ;  for  if  a  child  has  not  good 
health,  (and  are  not  thefe  rules  the  mo- 
ral foundation,  as  I  may  fay,  of  that 
blefling?)  it's  animal  organs  will  play 
but  poorly  in  a  weak  or  crazy  cafe .  Thefe, 
therefore,  are  necefTary  rules  to  be  ob- 
ferved  for  the  firft  two  or  three  years; 
for  then  the  little  buds  of  their  minds 
•will  begin  TO  open,  and  their  watchful 
mamma  will  be  employed,  like  a  fkilful 
gardener,  in  ailifting  and  encouraging 
the  charming  flower  through  it's  fcveral 


hopeful  ftages  to  perfection,  when  it  ftiaJl 
become  one  of  the  principal  ornaments 
of  that  delicate  garden,  your  honoured 
family.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  if  in  the  above 
paragraph  I-am  too  figurative.  I  begin 
to  be  afraid  I  am  out  of  my  fphere,  writ- 
ing to  your  dear  felf,  on  thefe  important 
fubjefts. 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  will  here  put 
an  end  to  this  my  firft  letter,  (on  the 
earlieftpart  of  my  fubjeit)  rejoicing  in 
the  opportunity  you  have  given  me  of 
producing  a  fre'fh  inftance  of  that  duty 
and  affection,  wherewith  I  am,  and  fhail 
ever  be,  my  deareft  Mr«B*jWfr£rjf/f- 
fully  happy 

P.  &. 


LETTER     XXIX. 

I  Will  now,  my  deareft,  my  beft  be* 
loved  correfpondent  of  all,  begin, 
fince  the  tender  age  of  my  dear  babiea 
will  not  permit  me  to  have  an  eye  yet 
to  their  better  part,  to  tell  you  what  are 
the  little  matters  to  which  I  am  not  quite 
fo  well  reconciled  in  Mr.  Locke  :  and 
this  I  (hall  be  better  enabled  to  do,  by 
my  obfervations-'  upon  the  temper  and 
natural  bent  of  my  dear  Mifs  Goodwin, 
as  vrell  as  by  thoie  which  my  vifits  to  the 
bigger  children  of  my  little  fchool,  and 
thofe  at  the  cottages  adjacent,  have  en- 
abled me  to  make :  for  human  nature, 
Sir,  you  are  not  to  be  told,  is  human 
nature,  whether  in  the  high-born,  or  in 
the  low. 

This  excellent  author,  in.  the  fifty- 

fecond  feclion,  having  juflly  difalloweii 

of  flavifh  and  corporal  punilhments  in 

the  education  of  thofe  we  would  have  fo 

be  wife,  good,  and  ingenious  men,  adds 

— *  On  the  other  fide,  to  flatter  children 

by  rewards  of  things,  that  are  pleafant 

to  them*  is  as  carefully  to  be  avoided*. 

He  that  will  give  his  f'on  apples,  or  fti- 

gar-plumbs,  or  what  elfe  of  tmVkimi 

he  is  molt  delighted  with,  to  make  him 

learn  his  book,  does  but  authorize  his 

love  of  pleafure,  and  cockers  up  that 

dangerous  propenfity,  which  he  ought 

by  all  means  to  fubdue  and  ftifle  iti 

him.     You  can  never  hope  to  teach 

him  to  mafter  it,  whillt  you  compound 

for  the  check  you  give  his  inclination 

in  one  place,  by  the  fatisfaclion  you 

propofe  to  it  in  another:   to  make  a 

good,  a  wife,  and  a  virtuous  man,  'ti> 

fit  he  ihould  learn  to  crofs  bis  appetite, 
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*  a-ni  tfeny  Kis  Inclination  to  riches, 

*  rinery,  or  pleafmg  his  palate,  &c.' 
This,  Sir,  is  excellently  laid}   but  is 

it  not  a  little  too  philofophical  and  ab.- 
ftra£led,  not  only  for  the  generality  of 
children,  but  for  the  age  he  fuppofci 
them  to  fee  of,  if  one  may  guefs  by  the 
apples  and  the  fugar-plumbs  propofed 
for  the  rewards  of  their  well-doing?-— 
Would  not  this,  Sir,  require  that  me- 
mory or  reflection  in  childen,  which  the 
lame  author,  in  another  place,  calls  the 
concomitant  of  prudence  and  age,  and 
not  of  childhood  ? 

It  is  undoubtedly  very  right,  to  check 
an  unreafoitable  appetite,  and  that  at  it's 
firit  appearance.  But  if  f»  fmall  and  lo 
reafonable  an  inducement  will  prevail, 
Surely,  Sir,  it  might  be  complied  with. 
A  generous  mind  takes  delight  to  win 
over  others  by  good  ufage  and  mildnefs, 
rather  than  by  feverity ;  and  it  muft  be  a 
great  pain  to  fuch  an  one,  to  be  always 
inculcating,  on  his  children  or  pupils, 
the  do&rine  of  felf-denial,  by  methods 
<juite  grievous  to  bis  own  nature.. 

What  I  would  then  hujnbly  propofe, 
is,  that  the  encouragements  offered  to 
youth,  mould,  indeed,  be  innocent  ones, 
as  the  gentleman  injoins,  and  not  fuch  as 
would  lead  to  luxury,  .either  of  food  or 
apparel :  but  I  humbly  think,  it  necef- 
iary,  that  rewards,  proper  rewards, 
fhauld  be  propofed  as  incentives  to  laud- 
able actions :  -for  is  it  not  by  this  method 
that  the  whole  world  is  influenced  and 
governed  ?  Does  not  Gop  himfelf,  by- 
rewards  and  punishments,  make  it  our 
inter e/1,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  obey 
HIM  ?  And  can  we  propofe  to  ourfelves, 
for  the  government  of  our  children,  a 
better  example  than  that  of  the  Creator? 
This  fine  author  feems,  dear  Sir,  to 
think  he  had  been  a  Itftle  of  the  lirifteft, 
and  liable  to  feme  exception.  *  I  fay 
wot  this,'  proceeds  he,  (§  53.)  *  that 
I  would  have  children  kept  from  thj; 
conveniences  or  pieafures  of  life, 
that  are  not  injurious  to  their  health 
or  virtue.  On  the  contrary,  I  would 
have  their  lives  made  as  pleafant  and 
as  agreeable  to  them  as  may  be,  in  a 
plentiful  enjoyment  of  whatfoever 
might  innocently  delight  them.'  A"d 
yet,  dear  Sir,  he  immediately  fubjoins  a 
very  hard  and  difficult  provilb  tp  the  in- 
dulgence he  has  now  granted  :— -*  Pro- 
'  vided,1  fays  he,  '  it  be  with  this  cau- 
*  tion,  that  they  have  thofe  enjoyments 
'  only  as  the  confequences  of  the  itate  of 


'  efteem  and  acceptation  they  are  in  with 
*  their  parents  and  governors,' 

I  doubt,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  this-  is  ex- 
peeling  fuch  a  diftin&ion  and  difcretion 
in  children,  as  they  are  feldom  capable 
of  in  their  tender  years,  and  requiring 
fuch  capacities  as  are  not  commonly  to 
be  met  with  :  ib  that  it  is  not  prefcribing 
to  \h&  generality^  as  this  excellent  author 
intended.  'Tis,  I  humbly  conceive, 
next  to  impoffibje  that  their  tender  minds 
Ihould  diltiaguim  beyond  facls :  they 
covet  this  or  that  play-thing,  and  the 
parent,  or  governor,  takes  advantage  of 
it's  defires,  and  annexes  to  the  indulgence 
which  the  child  hopes  for,  fuch  or  fuch 
a  tafk  01  duty,  as  a  condition}  and  mews 
himfelf  pleaied  with  it's  compliance  with 
it :  fo  the  child  wins  it's  play-thing,  and 
receives  the  praife  and  commendation  f<? 
neceflary  to  lead  on  youngminds  to  laud- 
able purfuits.  But,  dear  Sir,  mall  it  ncrt 
be  differed  to  enjoy  the  innocent  reward 
of  it's  compliance,  unlefs  it  can  give  fa- 
tisfaclion,  that  it's  greateft  delight  is  not 
in  having  the  thing  coveted,  but  in  per*, 
forming  the  talk,  or  obeying  the  injunc- 
tions impofed  upon  it  as  a  condition  of 
it's  being  obliged  ?  I  doubt,  Sir,  this  is  a 
littletoo  itn6t,and  not  to  be  expected  from 
children,  A  fervant,  full  grown,  would 
not  be  able  to  (hew,  that,  on  condition 
he  complied  with  fuch  and  fuch  terms, 
(which,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  by  the  offer9 
he  would  not  have  complied  with,  but 
for  that  inducement)  he  mould  have 
fuch  and  fuch  a  reward  j  I  fay,  he  would 
hardly  be  able  to  fhfw,  that  he  preferred 
the  pleasure  of  performing  the  requisite 
conditions  to  the  iftpUated  reward.  Nor 
is  it  neceiVary  he  fhouidj  for  he  is  not 
the  lefs  a  good  fervam,  or  a  virtuous 
man,  if  he  own  the  conditions  painful, 
and  the  reward  necefiary  to  his  low  ftate 
in  the  world,  and  that  otherwiie  he 
would  not  undergo  any  fervige  at  all.-— • 
Why  then  fhoujki  this  be  exacted  from  a 
child  ? 

Let  therefore,  if  J  may  prcfume  to  fay 
fo,  innocent  rewards  be  propofed,  and 
Jet  us  be  contented  to  lead  on  the  duc- 
tile minds  of  children  tp  a  love  of  their 
duty,  by  obliging  th^em  with  fueh  :  we 
may  tell  them  what  we  expefi  in  this 
cafej  but  we  ought  not,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive, to  be  too  rigorous  in  exa£iing\t*, 
for,  after  all,  the  inducement  will  certain- 
ly be  the  uppermoft  coniideration  -with 
the  child  :  'tis  out  of  nature  to  fuppote  it 
otherwifej  nor,  as  I  hinted,  had  it  been 
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offered  to  it,  if  the  parent  himfelf  had 
not  thought  fo.  And  therefore,  we  can 
only  let  the  child  know  his  duty  in  this 
refpe<5l,  and  that  he  ought  to  ^ive  a  pre- . 
ference  to  that ;  and  then  reft  ourfelves 
contented,  although  we  mould  difcern, 
that  the  reward  is  the  chief  incentive,  if 
it  do  but  oblige  to  the  performance  of 
it.  For  this,  from  whatever  motive  in- 
culcated, may  beget  a  habit  in  the  child 
of  doing  it  5  and  then,  as  it  improves  in 
years,  one  may  hope,  that  reafon  will 
take  place,  and  enable  him,  from  the 
*noft  folid  and  durable  motives,  to  give  a 
preference  to  the  duty. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  m?.y  I,   Sir, 
venture  to  lay,  that  we  fhould  not  infill 
upon  it,  that  the  child  mould  fo  nicely 
dillinguilh  away  it's  little  innate  paiTions, 
as  if  we  expected  it  to  be  born  a  philofo- 
pher?  Self-denial  is  indeed  a  moll  ex- 
cellent doctrine   to   he   inculcated    into 
children,  and  it  muft  be  done  early  too:  but 
vre  mult  not  be  too  levere  in  our  exacting 
]' ;  for  a  duty  too  rigidly  infilled  upon, 
v-;ll  make  it  odious.     This  Mr.  Locke 
himfelf  excellently  obfervcs  in  another 
.  on  the  head  of  too  great  feverityj 
which  he  illult  rates  by  a  f "arailiar  compa- 
nion :    '  Offenlive  circumltances,1  fays 
he,   *  ordinarily  5nfe6t  innocent  things, 
which  they  are  joined  with.    And  the 
very  light  of  a  cup,  wherein  any  one 
ufes  to  take  naufcous  phylick,  turns 
his  ftomach;  fo  that  nothing  will  re- 
lifh  well  out  of  it,  though  the'cup  be 
never  fo  clean  and  well-maped,  and  of 
'  i  e  richeft  materials.' 
Permit  me,  dear  Sir,  to  add,  that  Mr, 
Locke  proceeds  to  explain  himfelf  Itill 
wore  rigeroufly  on  the  iubiect  of    re- 
wards-; which  I  quote,   to  fnew  I  have 
not  milunderllood  him  :  *  But  thefe  en- 
joyments,' fays  he,  *  mould  ne<ver  be 
ottered  or  benov/eel  on  children,  as  the 
rewards  of  this  or  that  particular  per- 
formance, that  they  (hew  an  averfion 
to,  or  to  which  they  would  not  have 
applied  themfelves  without  that  tempta- 
tion.'   If,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  the  minds 
of  children  can  be  led  on  by  innocent 
inducements  to  the  performance  of  a 
<lu?y,  of  which  they  are  capable,  what 
1.  Kvive  humbly  offered,  is  enough.  Jpre- 
:''jrnc,  to  convince  one,  that  it  nay    be 
Bat  if  ever  a  particular  iti.dy  he 
propofed  to  be  .mattered,  or  a  bias  to 
i,"  overcome,  (that  is  not  an  indifpenfa- 
lle  requifite  to  his  future  life  or  morals) 
f«.»  which  the  child  {hews  an  aveiiion,  I 


would  not,  mcthinks,  have  him  be  too 
much  tempted  or  compelled  to  conquer 
or  fubdue  it,  efpecially  if  it  appear  to  be 
a  natural  or  ri vetted  averfion . 

For,  Sir,  permit  me  to  obferve,  that 
the  education  and  ftudies  of  children 
ought,  as  much  as  pofTible,  to  be  fuited 
to  their  capacities  and  inclination :  and, 
by  this  means,  we  may  expe£l  to  have 
always  ufeful,  and  often  great  men,  in 
different  profeflions :  for,  that  genius, 
which  does  not  prompt  to  the  profecu- 
tion  of  one  fludy,  may  mine  in  another 
no  lefs  neceifary  part  of  fcience.  But, 
if  the  promife  of  innocent  rewards  would 
conquer  this  averfion,  yet  they  mould  not 
be  applied  with  this  view ;  for  the  beft 
confequences  that  can  be  hoped  for,  will 
be  tolerable  (kill  in  one  thing,  inltead  of 
mod  excellent,  in  another. 

Neverthelefs,  I  muft  repeat,  that  if,  as, 
the  child  grows  up,  and  is  capable  of  fo 
much  realbn,  that,  from  the  love  of  the 
inducement ,  one  can  raife  his  mind  to  the 
love  of  the  duty,  it  fliould  be  clone  by  all 
means.  But,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  I  am 
afraid,  that  that  parent  or  tutor  will 
meet  but 'with  little  fuccefs,  who,  in  a 
child's  tender  years,  ftiall  refute  to  com- 
ply with  it's  foibles  till  he  fees  it  values 
it's  duty,  and  thepleafure  of  obeying  his 
commands,  beyond  the  little  enjoyment 
on  which  it's  heart  is  fixed.  For,  as  I 
humbly  conceive,  that  mind,  which  can 
be  brought  to  prefer  it's  duty  to  it's  ap- 
petites, will  want  little  of  the  perfection, 
of  the  wifeft  philofophers. 

Befides,  Sir,  permit  me  to  fay,  that  I 
am  afraid,  this  perpetual  oppofition  be- 
tween the  paffions  of  the  child,  and  the 
duty  to  be  enforced,  efpecially  when  it 
fees  how  other  children  are  indulged, 
(for  if  this  regimen  could  be  obferved 
by  anyy  it  would  be  imporTible  it  mould 
become  general^  while  the  fond  and  the 
inconfiderate  parents  are  fo  large  a  part 
of  mankind)  will  cow  and  difpiritachildj 
and  will,  perhaps,  produce  a  neceflity  of 
making  ule  of  ieverity  to  fubdue  him  to 
this  temper  of  f  elf-denial;  for  if  the  child 
refufes,  the  parent  mujt  infill ;  and  what 
will  be  the  confequence  ? — Muft  it  not 
introduce  a  harfher  difcipline  than  this 
gentleman  allows  of? — and  which,  I 
prefume  to  fay,  did  never  yet  do  good  to 
any  but  to  flavifli  and  b-afe  fpirits,  it* 
to  them  :  a  difcipline  which  Mr.  Locke 
eve»y  where  juftly  condemns. 

See  here,  dear  Sir,  a  fpecimen  of  the 
preemption  of  your  girl :  '  What  will  fhe 
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*  come  to  in  tlme?'you  will  perhaps  fay— 
«  Her  next  ilep  will  be  to  arraign  my  felf .' 
No,  no,  dear  Sir,  don't  think  fo :  for  my 
duty,  my  love,  and  my  reverence,  mall 
be  your  guards,  and  defend  you  from 
every  thing  laucy  in  me,  but  the  bold 
approaches  of  my  gratitude,  which  mall 
always  teftify  for  me,  how  much  I  am 
your  obliged  and  dutiful  P.  B. 


LETTER    L. 

MY  DEAREST  MR.   B. 

I  Will  continue  my  fubjec"V,  although 
I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
know  whether  you  approve  of  my  no- 
tions or  not,  by  reafbn  of  the  excurfions 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  allow  me  to 
make  in  your  beloved  company  to  the 
fea-ports  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the 
more  noted  inland  towns  of  Effex,  Kent, 
Suifex,  Hampmire,  and  Dorfetfhire, 
which  have  given  me  infinite  delight  and 
pleafure,  and  enlarged  my  notions  of  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  kingdom,  in 
which  God's  goodnefs  has  given  you  fo 
considerable  a  ftake. 

My  next  topick  will  be  upon  a  borne 
education,  which  Mr.  Locke  prefers,  for 
feveral  weighty  reafons,  to  zfchool  one, 
provided  fuch  a  tutor  can  be  procured, 
as  he  makes  next  to  an  impoflibility  to 
procure.  The  gentleman  has  fet  forth 
the  inconveniencies  of  both,  and  was 
him  (elf  fo  difcov  raged  on  a  review  of 
them,  that  he  was  ready,  as  he  fays,  to 
throw  up  his  pen.  My  chief  cares,  dear 
Sir,  on  this  head,  are  three:  i/?,  The 
difficulty,  which,  as  I  faid,  Mr.  Locke 
inakes  aimoit  infuperahle,  to  find  a  qua- 
lified tutor,  idljy  The  neceffity  there 
is,  according  to  Mr.  Locke,  of  keeping 
the  youth  out  of  the  company  of  the 
meaner  fervants,  who  may  fet  him  bad 
examples.  And  -^/y,  Thofellill  greater 
difficulties,  which  will  ari{e  from  the  ex- 
ample of  his  parents,  if  they  are  not  very 
difcreet  and  circumfpecl. 

As  to  the  qualifications  of  the  tutor, 
Mr.  Locke  fuppoies,  that  he  is  to  be  fo 
learned,  fo  difcreet,  fo  wife,  in  fhort,  fo 
f>  erf  eel  a  man  that,  I  doubt,  and  fo  does 
Mr.  Locke,  fuch  a  one  is  hardly  polii- 
ble  to  be  met  with  for  this  bumble  and 
flavijk  employments  I  prefume,  Sir,  to 
<all  it  fo,  bec.ufe  of  the  too  little  regard 
that  is  eenerailv  .  \<\  to  :ru:;e  ufc'ul  men 
In  the-  taniilies  cf  the  great,  where  they 
*r«  m-  ;•  nth  .  ut  ".pen  a  foot  with  the 


uppermoft  fervants,  and  the  rather,  if 
they  happen  to  be  men  of  modeity. 
'  I  would,'  fays  this  gentleman, «  from 
childrens  firft  beginning  to  talk,  hare 
fbme  di facet,  fober,  nay  wife  perfon. 
about  them,  whole  care  it  fhould  be  to 
fafhion  (hem  right,  and  to  keep  them 
from  ail  ill;  efpecialiy  the  infection  of 
bad  company.  I  think,"  continues  he, 
this  province  requires  great  fobriety, 
temperance,  tendcrnefs,  diligence,  and 
difcretion;  qualities  hardly  to  be  found 
united  in  perfon s  that  are  to  be  had  for 
ordinary  falaries,  nor  eafily  to  be  found 
'  anywhere." 

If  this,  Sir,  be  the  cafe,  does  not  this 
excellent  author  recommend  a  fchemc, 
that  is  rendered  in  a  manner  impractica- 
ble from  this  difficulty  ? 

As  to  thefe  qualities  being  more  rarely 
to  be  met  with  in  pcrfons  that  are  to  be 
had  for  ordinary  falaries,  I  cannot  help 
being  of  opinion,  (although,  with  Mr. 
Locke,  I  think,  no  expence  fhould  be 
fpared,  if  that  would  do)  that  there  is 
as  good  a  chance  for  finding  a  proper 
perfon  among  the  needy  fcholars,  (it  not 
of  a  low  and  fordid  turn  of  mind)  as 
among  cue  more  affluent:  becaufe  the 
narrow  circumftances  of  the  former, 
(which  probably  became  a  fpur  to  his 
own  improvement)  will,  it  is  likely,  at 
firft  fetting  out  in  the  world,  make  h;rn 
be  glad  to  embrace  an  offer  of  this  kind 
in  a  family  which  has  intereft  enough  to 
prefer  him,  and  will  quicken  his  dili- 
gence  to  make  him.  defers  e  preferment : 
and  if  liich  a  one  wanted  any  thing  of 
that  requilite  politenefs,  which  fome 
would  naturally  expecl  from  fcholars  of 
better  fortune,  might  not  that  be  fupplied 
to  the  youth  by  the  converfation  of  pa- 
rents, relations,  and  vifitors,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  thole  other  helps  which  young 
men  of  family  and  large  expectations, 
conftantly  have,  and  which  few  learned 
tutors  can  2,ive  him  ? 

I  fay  not  this,  dear  Sir,  to  counte- 
nance the  wretched  niggardlinefs  (which 
this  gentleman  jufriy  cenfures)  of  thoie 
who  grudge  a  handibme  coniidcration  to 
fo  neceliary  and  painful  a  labour  as  that 
of  a  tutor,  which,  where  a  deferring  man 
can  be  met  with,  cannot  be  too  genteel- 
ly rewarded,  nor  himfelf  too  reipeftfully 
treated.  I  only  take  ihe  liberty  to  de- 
liver my  opinion,  that  a  low  condition 
is  as  likely,  as  any  other,  with  a  mind 
not  ungenerous,  as  I  faid,  to  produce  a 
man  who  has  thde  good  qualities,  as 

well 
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well  for  the  reafons  I  have  hinted  at,  as 
fur  others,  which  might  be  mentioned. 

But  Mr.  Locke  proceeds  with  his  dif- 
ficulties in  this  particular:     *  To  form 
*  a  young  gentleman  as  he  ihould  be,' 
fays  he,  *  'tis  fit  his  governor  mould  be 
well-bred,  uriderftarid  the  wa»ys  of  car- 
riage, and  meafures  of  civility,  in  ail 
the  variety  of    ptrfoas,   times,   and 
places  j  and  keep  his  pupil,   as  far  as 
his  age  requires,  constantly  to  the  ob- 
fervatton  of  them.     This  is  an  art,' 
ontinues  he,  *  not  to  be  learnt  or  taught 
by  books.     Nothing  can  give  it,  but 
good  company,  and  obfervation,  join- 
ed together.' 

And  in  another  place,  '  Befides  being 
well  bred,  the  tutor  mould  know  the 
world  well;  the  ways,  the  humours,  the 
follies,  the  cheats,   the  faults  of  the 
age  he  has  fallen  into,  and  particular- 
ly of  the  country  he  lives  in:  thefe  he 
fhould  be  able  to  (hew  to  his  pupil,  as 
he  finds  him  capable;  teach  him  (kill 
in  men  and  their  manners ;  prll  off  the 
mafk,  which  their  feveral  callings  and 
pretences  cover  them  with;  and  make 
his  pupil  difcern  what  lies  at  the  bot- 
tom, under  fuch  appearances,  that  he 
may  not,  as  unexperienced  young  men 
are  apt  to  do,  if  they  are  unwarned, 
take  one  thing  for  another,  judge  by 
the  outfides,  and  give  himfelf  up  to 
mow,   and  the  insinuation  of   a  fair 
carnage,  or  an  obliging  application: 
teach  him  to  guefs  at,  and  beware  of, 
the  defigns  of  men  he  hath  to  do  with, 
neither  with  too  much  i'ufpicion,  nor 
too  much  confidence.' 
This,  dear  Sir,  is  excellently  faid :  'tis 
jioMe  theory^  and  if  the  tutor  be  a  man 
void  of  refentmentand  caprice,  and  will 
yiot  be  governed  by  partial  considera- 
tions in  his  own  judgment,  of  perfons 
and  things,  all  will  be  well :  but  if  other- 
wile,  may  he  not  take  advantage  of  the 
confidence  placed  in  him,  to  the  injury 
ct"  ibme  worthy  perfon,  and  by  degrees 
uxmopolize  the  young  gentleman  to  him- 
felf, and  govern  his  paiTions  asabfolute- 
ly,  as  I  have  heard  fome  firft  remitters 
hive  done  thofe  of  their  prince,  equally 
to  his  own  perfonal  disreputation,  and  to 
the  difadvantage  of  his  people?   But, 

All  this,  and  much  more,  according  to 
Mr.  Locke,  is  the  duty  of  a  tutor:  and 
<>n  the  finding  out  fuch  a  one,  depends 
his  ichtme  of  a  home  education..  No 
w«nder  then,  that  he  himfelf  fays — 
«  When  I  confider  the  fcruples  and  Cuu- 


'  tions  I  here  lay  in  your  way,  methinks 

*  it  looks  as  if  I  advifed  you  to  fome- 

*  thing,  which  I  would  have  oifered  at, 
'  but  in  effect  not  done,'  &c.  Permit  me, 
dear  Sir,  in  this  place,  to  exprefs  my 
fear,  that  it  is  hardly  pofiible  for  any  one, 
of  talents  inferior  to  thofe  of  Mr.  Locke 
himfelf,  to  come  up  to  the  rules  he  has 
laid  down  upon  this  fubject  ;  and  'tis  to 
be  queftioned,  whether  even  he,  with  all 
that  vait  itock  of  natural  reafon,and  folid 
fenfe,  for  which,  as  you  tell  me,  Sir,  he 
was  fo  famous,  had  attained  to  thefe  per- 
fections, at  his  firft  letting  out  into  life. 

Now,  therefore,  dear  Sir,  you  can't 
imagine  how  thefe  difficulties   perplex 
me,  as  to  my  knowing  how  to  judge 
which  is  beft,  a  home  or  z.  fchool  educa- 
tion.— For  heai'  what  this  excellent  au- 
thor juftly  obferves  on  the  latter,  among 
other  things,  no  lels  to  the  purpofe:  *  I 
am  fure,  he  who  is  able  to  be  at  the 
charge  of  a  tutor  at  home,  may  there 
give  his  fon  a   more  genteel  carnage, 
more  manly  thoughts,  and  a  fenfe  of 
what  is  worthy  and  becoming,  with  a 
greater  proficiency  in  learning  into  the 
bargain,  and  ripen  him  up  fooner  into 
a  man,  than  any  at  fchool  can  do.  Not 
that  I  blame  the  fchool-mafter  in  this,' 
ays  he,  '  or  think  it  to  be  laid  to  his 
charge.     The  difference  is  great  be- 
tween two  or  three  pupils  in  the  fame 
houfe,  and  three  or  four-fcore  boys 
lodged  up  and  down  :  for  let  the  ma^ 
fter's  induftry  and  (kill  be  never  fo  great, 
it  is  impoflible  he  (hould  have  fifty  or 
an  hundred  fcholars  under  his  eye  any 
longer  than  they  are  in  the  fchool  to- 
gether.' But  then,  Sir,  if  there  be  fuch  a 
difficulty,  as  Mr.  Locke  fays,  to  meet 
with  a  proper  tutor  for  the  home  educa- 
tion, which  lie  thus  prefers,  what  a  per- 
plexing thing  is  this? 

But  (till,  according  to  this  gentleman, 
another  difficulty  attends  a  home  educa- 
tion; and  that  is,  what  I  hinted  at  be- 
fore, in  my  i'econd  article,  the  neceflity 
of  keeping  the  youth  out  of  the  company 
of  the  meaner  fervants,  who  may  fet  him 
bad  examples.  For  thus  he  fays — '  Here 
is  another  gre^t  inconvenience,  which 
children  receive  from  the  ill  examples 
which  they  meet  with  from  the  meaner 
fervants.  They  are  wholly  if  poflible,  to 
be  kept  from  fuch  converfation:  for,  the 
contagion  of  thele  ill  precedents,  both 
in  civility  and  virtue,  horribly  infects 
children,  as  often  as  they  come  within 
the  reach  of  it.  They  frequently  learo 
*  from 
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«"  from  unbred  or  debauched  fervants, 
«  fuch  language,  untowardly  tricks  and 

*  vices  as'otherwiie  they  would  be  igno- 
{  rant  of  all  their  lives.  'Tis  a  hard  mat- 
'  ter   wholly  to  prevent  this  mifchief,' 
continues  he;  «  you  will  have  very  good 

*  luck,  if  you  never  have  a  clowniih  or 
«  vicious  fervant,  and  if  from  them  your 
'  children  never  get  any  infection/ 

Then,  Sir,  my  third  point  (which  I 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter) 
makes  aftill  ftronger  objection,  as  it  may 
happen,  againft  a  home  education;  to 
wit,  the  example  of  the  parents  them- 
felves,  if  they  be  not  very  circumipect  and 
<iifcreet. 

All   thefe  difficulties  being  put   to- 
gether, let  me,  dear  Sir,  humbly  propofe 
it,  as  a  matter  for  your  confederation  and 
determination,   whether  there  be  not  a 
middle  way  to  be  found  out  in  a  fchool- 
tducation,  that  may  remedy  fome  of  thefe 
inconveniences  r  For  fuppoie  you  cannot 
get  a  tutor  io  qualified,  as  Mr.  Locke 
thinks  he  ought  to  be,  for  your  Billy,  as 
he  grows  up.     Suppoie  there  is  danger 
from  your  meaner  fervants;  and  fuppoie 
we  his  parents  ihould  not  be  able  to  lay 
ourfelves  under  the  requifite  reftraints,  in 
order  to  form  his  mind  by  our  own  exam- 
ples, which,  I  hope,  by  GOD'S  grace, 
however,  will  not  be  the  cafe — Cannot 
fome  mailer  be  found  out,  who  mall  be 
fo  well  rewarded  for  his  care  of  a  fe -iv 
young  gentlemen,  as  fhall  make  it  worth 
his  while  to  be  contented  with  thofe./i-tf  ? 
iuppofe  five,  fix,  feven,  or  eight  at  molt; 
whole  morals  and  breeding  he  may  attend 
to,  as  wtll  as  to  their  learning?  The  far- 
ther this  mailer  lives  from  the  young 
gentleman's  friends,  the  better  it  may  be. 
We  will  hope,  that  he  is  a  man  of  u  ;:;iki 
difpoiition,but  ftricl  inhisdifcipline, and 
who  fhall  make  it  a  rule  not  to  give  cor- 
rection for  fmall  faults,  or  till  every  other 
method  has  been  tried;  who  carries  iuch 
a  iuft  dignity  in  his  manner,  without  the 
appearanceof  tyranny,  that  his  looks  may 
be  of  greater  force,  than  the  words  of 
fome,  and  his  words  than  the  blows  of 
others  ;  and  who  will  rather  endeavour  to 
flume,  than  terrify,  a  youth  out  of  his 
faults.     Then,  Sir,  fuppoie  this  gentle- 
man was  to  allot  a  particular  portion  of 
time  for  the  more  learned  itudics ;   and 
before  the  youth  was  tired  with  them,£\.\p- 
pofe  another  portion  was  allotted  for  the 
writing  and  arithmedck  parts  j  and  then, 


to  relieve  his  mind  from  both,  fuppxyfe 
the  dancing-mafter  mould  take  his  part  ; 
and  innocent  exercifes  of  mere  diveriior^ 
to  fill  up  the  reft,  at  his  own  choice;  Jr\ 
which,  diverted  by  fuch  a  rotation  of 
employments,  (all  thus  rendered  delight- 
ful by  their  iucceilive  variety)  he  would 
hardly  wiih  to  pafs  much  time*  For 
the  dancing  of  i  tie  If,  with  the  dancing- 
maft«r*s  inilru6Hons,if  2  well-bred  man, 
will  anfwer  both  parts,  that  of  breeding^ 
and  that  of  exercifei  and  thus  different 
Audits,  at  one  time,  may  be  mattered. 

Moreover,  the  emulation  which  will 
be  infpired,  where  there  are  feveral  young' 
gentlemen,  will  be  of  inconceivable  ufe 
both  to  tutor  and  pupil,  in  lefTening  the 
trouble  of  the  one,  and  advancing  the 
learning  of  the  other,  which  cannot  be 
expected,  where  there  is  but  afingleyouth 
to  be  taken  care  of. 

Such  a  mafter  will  know  it  to  be  hrs 
intereft,  as  well  as  his  duty,  to  have  a 
watchful  eye  over  the  condiia  and  beha- 
viour of  his  fervants.  His  aflitlants,  in 
the  different  branches  of  fcience  and  edu- 
cation, \viil  be  perfons  ot  approved  pru- 
dence, for  whom  he  will  think  himic.it 
anfwerabie,  lince  his  own  reputation,  us 
well  as  livelihood)  will  depend  upon  their 
behaviour.  The  young  gentlemen  will 
have  young  gentlemen  tor  their  compa- 
nions, all  under  the  influence  of  the  fame 
precepts  and  directions;  and  if  fonve 
chofen  period  were  fixed,  once  a  week, 
as  a  reward  for  fome  excellence,  where,  at 
a  little  defk,  raifeu  a  itep  or  two  above 
the  other  ieats,the  exec!! ing  youth  ihould 
be  let  to  read,  under  the  mailer's  direc- 
tion, a  little  portion  from  the  befl  tranfla- 
tions  of  the Gre^k  and  Roman Iriftorians, 
and  even  from  the  bell  Englifli  Authors; 
this  might,  in  a  very  engaging  manner, 
initiate  them  into  the  knowledge  of  the 
hillury  of  paft  times,  and  of  their  own 
country,  and  give  them  a  curiofity  to 
pafs  fome  of  their  vacant  hours  in  tlit 
fame  laudable  puriuit  :  for,  dear  Sir,  I 
mull  itiil  infift,  that  rewards,  and  inno- 
cent gratifications,  as  aliu  little  honours 
and  diftinctions,  nuut  net  .is  be  very  at- 
tractive to  the  minds  of  yoirth. 

For,  don't  you  think,  d;ar  Sir,  that 
the  pretty  ride,  and  dii'ry-hoiiie  breuk- 
f^ifting*,  by  which  Mils  Goodwin's  yx>- 
vernefs  diftuiguiflies  'he  tittle  ladies  wiio 
excel  in  their  allotted  talks,  is  a  6 
couragement  to  their  iuftile  minds  ? — 
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Yes,  it  is,  to  be  fare  !— And  I  have  of- 
ten thought  of  it  withpleafure,  and  have 
in  a  manner  partaken  of  the  delight  with 
which  I  havefuppofed  their  pretty  hearts 
xnuft  be  filled  on  that  occafion.  And 
why  may  not  fuch  little  triumphs  be,  in 
proportion,  as  incentive  to  children,  to 
make  them  endeavour  to  mailer  laudable 
talks,  as  the  Roman  triumphs,  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  and  their  mural  and  civiek 
crowns,  all  which  I  have  heard  you  fpeak 
of,  were  to  their  heroes  and  warriors  of 
eld  ?  For  Mr.  Dryden  well  obierves, 
that — 

*  Men  are  but  children  are  of  a  larger  growth : 
«  Our  appetites  are  apt  to  change  as  theirs, 
«  And  full  as  craving  too,  and  full  as  vain.* 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  tranfcvibe  four  or 
five  lines  more  for  the  beauty  of  the 
thought : 

And  yet  the  foul,  fliut  up  in  her  dark  room, 
Viewing  fo  clear  abroad,  at  borne  fees  no- 

'  thing: 

But  like  a  mole  in  earth,  hufy  and  blind, 
Works  all  her  folly  up,  and  cafts  it  outward 
To  the  world's  open  view——* 

Improving  the  thought  5  methinks,  I 
can  lee  the  dear  little  Mil's,  who  has,  in 
fbme  eminent  taflc,  borne  away  the  palm, 
make  her  puhlick  entry,  as  I  may  call 
it,  after  her  dairy  breakfail,  and  pretty 
airing,  into  the  governeiVs  court-yard, 
through  a  row  of  her  fchool-fellows, 
drawn  out  on  each  fide,  to  admire  her  ; 
her  governefs  and  afliftants  receiving-  her 
at  the  porch,  their  little  capitol,  and  lift- 
ing her  out  with  applaufes  and  encomi- 
ums, with  a  Thusjhallit  be  done  to  the 
Mifiy  whom  her  go-uernefs  delighteth  to 
honour  !  I  fee  not,  my  Mr.  B.  why  the 
dear  Mils,  in  this  cafe,  as  fhe  moves 
through  her  admiring  fchool-fellows, 
may  not  have  her  little  heart  beat  with 
as  much  delight,  be  as  giorioufly elated, 
proportionably,  as  that  of  the  greateft 
hero  in  his  triumphal  car,  who  has  re- 
turned from  exploits,  perhaps,  much  lefs 
laudable. 

But  how  I  ramble  ! — Yet,  furely,  Sir, 
you  don't  expeft  method  or  connection 
from  your  girl.  The  education  of  our 
fex  will  not  permit  that,  where  it  is  bell. 
We  are  forced  to  druggie  for  knowledge, 
like  the  poor  feeble  infant  in  the  month, 
who,  as  I  defcribed  in  my  firft  letter  on 
this  fubjeft,  is  pinned  and  fettered  down 
the  nurfe's  lap  >  and  who,  if  it's 


little  arms  happen,  by  chance,  toefcape 
it's  nude's  observation,  and  offer  but  to 
expand  themfelves, are  immediately  taken 
into  cuftody,  and  pinioned  down  to  their 
paifive  behaviour.  So,  when  a  poor  girl, 
in  fpite  of  her  narrow  education,  breaks 
out  into  notice,  her  genius  is  immediately 
tamed  by  trifling  employments,  left,  per- 
haps,.(lie  mould  become  the  envy  of  one 
fex,  and  the.  equal  of  the  other.  But 
you,  Sir,  a6t  more  nobly  with  your  Pa- 
mela j  for  you  throw  in  her  way  all  the 
opportunities  of  improvement  that  can 
offer  j  and  (he  has  only  to  regret,  that  fhe 
cannot  make  a  better  ufe  of  them,  and, 
of  confequence,  render  hei  felf  more  wor- 
thy of  your  generous  indulgence. 

I  know  not  how,  Sir,  to  recover  my 
thread;  and  fo  muft  break  off  with  that 
delight,  which  I  always  take,  when  I 
come  near  the  bottom  'of  my  letters  to 
your  dear  felf;  becaufe  then  I  can  boaft 
of  the  honour  which  I  have  in  being  your 
ever  dutiful 
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WELL,, but,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  yon 
will  perhaps  think  from  my  lull 
rambling  letter,  that  I  am  molt  imclined 
to  zfcbool  education  for  your  Billy,  ibme 
years  hence,  if  it  (hall  pleale  GOD  to 
(pare  him  to  us.  But  indeed  I  cannot 
fay  that  I  am  :  I  only  lay  feveral  things 
together  in  my  ufual  indigefted  and  rov- 
ing way,  to  take  your  opinion  upon, 
which,  as  it  ought,  will  always  be  de- 
cifive  with  me.  And  indeed  I  am  fo 
thoroughly  convinced  by  Mr.  Locke's 
reafons,  where  the  behaviour  of  fervant.-; 
can  bt  fo  well  anfwcred  for,  as  that  of 
yo-ir~s  can  be,  and  where  the  example 
of  the  parents  will  be,  as  I  hope,  rather 
edifying  than  otherwife,  that  without 
being  fwayed,  as  I  think,  by  maternal 
fondnefs,  in  this  cafe,  I  mult  needs  give 
a  preference  to  the  home  education ;  and 
the  little  fcheme  I  prefumcd  to  form  in 
mylaft,  was  only,  as  you  will  bepleafed 
to  remember,  onafuppofition,  that  thofe 
neceffary  points  could  not  Be  to  well  fe- 
cured. 

In  my  obfervations  on  this  head,  I 
mall. take  the  liberty,  in  one  or  two  par- 
ticulars, a  little  to  differ  from  an  author, 
that  I  admire -exceedingly;  and  that  is 
the  prefent  dehgrt  of  my  writing  thcle 
letters j  for  I  fliall  hereafter,  if  GOD 
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fpare  my  life,  in  my  little  book,  (when 
you  have  kindly  decided  upon  the  points 
in  which  I  prefume  to  differ  from  that 
gentleman)  (hew  you,  Sir,  my  great  re- 
verence and  elteem  for  him  ;  and  mail 
then  be  able  to  let  you  know  all  my  fen- 
timents  on  this  important  fubject,  and 
that  more  \mdoubtingly,  as  I  mall  be 
more  improved  by  years,  and  your  con- 
verfation*;  efpecially,  Sir,  if  I  have  the 
honour  and  happinefs  of  a  foreign  tour 
with  you,  of  which  you  give  me  hope  ; 
fo  much  are  you  pleafed  with  the  delight 
I  take  in  thefe  improving  excurfions, 
•which  you  have  now  favoured  me  with 
at  times,  through  more  than  half  the 
kingdom. 

Well  then,  Sir,  I  will  proceed  to  con- 
fider  a  little  more  particularly  the  fubjecl 
of  a  home  education,  with  an  eye  to  thofe 
difficulties,  of  which  Mr.  Locke  takes 
notice,  as  I  mentioned  in  'my  laft. 

As  to  the  firft,  that  of  finding  a  qua- 
lified tutor}  we  muftnot  expert  fo  much 
perfection,  I  doubt,  as  Mr.  Locke  lays 
down  as  neceflary.  What,  therefore,  I 
humbly  conceive  is  belt  to  be  done,  will 
be  to  avoid  choofing  a  man  of  bigoted 
and  narrow  principles,  who  yet  fhall  not 
be  tainted  with  fceptical  or  heterodox 
notions  ;  who  (hall  not  be  a  mere  fcho- 
lar  or  pedant ;  who  has  travelled,  and 
yet  preferved  his  moral  character  untaint- 
ed j  and  whofe  behaviour  and  carriage  is 
'eaiy,  unaffected,  unformal,  and  genteel, 
as  well  acquiredly  as  naturally  fo,  if  pof- 
fible;  who  mail  not  be  dogmatical,  po- 
fitive,  over-bearing,  on  one  hand 5  nor 
too  yielding,  fuppliant,  fawning,  on  the 
other  ;  who  fhall  ftudy  the  child's  natu- 
ral bent,  in  order  to  direct  his  ftudies  to 
the  point  in  which  he  is  moft  likely  to 
excel.  In  order  to  preferve  the  refpecl 
due  to  his  own  character  from  every  one, 
he  muft  not  be  a  bufy-body  in  the  fa- 
mily, a  whifperer,  a  tale-bearer;  but  be 
a  perfon  of  a  benevolent  turn  of  mind, 
ready  to  compefe  differences  :  who  fhall 
avoid,  of  all  things,  that  foppifhnefs  of 
drefs  and  appearance, which  diftinguimes 
the  petit-maTtres,  and  French  ufhers, 
(that  I  have  feen  at  fome  boarding- 
fchools)  forcoxcombs,  ratherthan  guides 
of  education  :  for  as  1  have  heard  you, 
my  bcft  tutor,  often  obierve,  the  pecu- 
liarities of  habit,  where  a  perfon  aims  at 
Something  fantaflick,  or  out  of  character, 
are  an  undoubted  fign  of  a  wrong  head: 
for  fuch  a  one  is  fo  kind  as  always  to 
kang  out  on  his  fign  what  fort  of  furni- 


ture he  has  in  his  mop,  to  fave  you  the 
trouble  of  afking  queftions  about  him  ; 
fo  that  one  may  as  eaiily  know  by  his 
outward  appearance  what  he  is,  as  one 
can  know  a  widow  by  her  weeds. 

Such  a  perfon  as  I  have  thus  negatively 
defcribed,  may  be  found  without  very 
much  difficulty  perhaps,  becaufe  fome 
of  thefe  requifites  are  perfonal,  and 
others  are  fuch  as  are  obvious  at  firit 
fight,  to  a  common  penetration}  or, 
where  not  fo,  may  be  found  out,  by  in- 
quiry into  his  general  character  and  be* 
haviour  :  and  to  the  care  of  fuch  a  one, 
dear  Sir,  let  me  for  the  prefent  fuppofe 
your  Billy  is  committed  :  and  fo  we  ac- 
quit ourfelves  of  the  firft  difficulty,  as 
well  as  we  can,  that  of  the  tutor  }  who, 
to  make  himfelf  more  perfect,  may  form 
himfelf,  as  to  what  he  wants,  by  Mr* 
Locke's  excellent  rules  on  that  head* 

But  before  I  quit  this  fubjecl,  will  yo* 
give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  remind  you  of 
your  opinion  upon  it,  in  a  converfation 
that  patted  between  you  and  Sir  George 
Stuart,  and  his  nephew,  in  London  ;  in 
which  you  feemed  to  prefer  a  Scottifh 
gentleman  for  a  tutor,  to  thofe  of  your 
own  nation,  and  flill  more  than  to  thofe 
of  France  ?  Don't  you  remember  it, 
dear  Sir  ?  And  how  much  thofe  gentle- 
men  were  pleafed  with  your  facetious 
freedom  with  their  country,  and  faid, 
you  made  them  amends  for  that,  in  the 
preference  you  gave  to  their  learned  and 
travelled  youth  ?  If  you  have  forgot  it, 
I  will  here  tranfcribe  it  from  my  records, 
as  I  call  my  book  of  memorandums;  for 
every  time  I  am  pleafed  with  a  conver- 
fation, and  have  leifure,  before  it  goes 
out  of  my  memory,  I  enter  it  down  as 
near  the  very  words  as  I  can  }  and  now 
you  have  made  me  your  correfpondent, 
I  mall  fometimes  perhaps  give  you  back 
fome  valuables  from  your  own  treafure, 
Mifs  Darnford,  and  Mr.  Turner,  and 
Mr.  Fanfliaw,  were  prefent,  I  well  re- 
member. Thefe  are  your  words,  as  I 
have  written  them  down : 

*  Since  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
we  have  many  perfons  of  condition* 
who  have  taken  their  tutors  for  their 
fons  from  Scotland  3  which  practice, 
to  fpeak  impartially,  has  been  attended 
with  Tome  advantageous  circumftances,> 
that  mould  not  be  overlooked  .—-For,, 
Sir  George,  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that 
notwithstanding  yotlr  narrow  and  fttff 
manner  of  education  in  Scotland,  a 
fpirit  cf  manly  learning,  a  kind 
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poetick  liberty,  as  I  may  call  it,  has 
begun  to  exert  itfelf  in  that  part  of  the 
ifland.  The  blattering  north,  f  rgive 
me,  gentlemen,  feems  to  have  hardened 
the  foreheads  of  hei -hungry  Ibnsj  and 
the  keennefs  with  which  they  fet  out 
for  preferment  in  the  kindlier  fouth, 
h  ^  taught  them  to  know  a  good  deal 
of  the  world  betimes.  Tli rough  the 
eaiy  terms  on  which  learning  is  gene- 
rally  attained  there,  as  it  is  earlier  in- 
culca'.cd,  fo  it  may,  probably,  take 
deeper  root :  and  lincc  'tis  hardly  pof- 
fible,  forgive  me,  dear  Sir  George,  and 
Mr.  Stuart,  they  can  go  to  a  worfe 
country  on  this  lld.e  Greenland,  than 
le  of  the  northern  parts  of  Scotland ; 
fo  their  education,  with  a  view  totra- 
\e',  and  to  bttter  themfelves  by  fettle- 
-nt-nts  in  other  f.ountries,  may  perhaps 
be  fo  many  resfons  for  them  to  take 
greater  pains  to  qualify  rhemfelves  for 
this  employment,  and  may  make  them 
fucceed  better  in  it}  efpecially  when 
they  have  been  able  to  Pnake  off  the 
fetfeis  which  are  ri vetted  upon  them 
under  the  nnrrow  influences  of  a  too 
tvvr.nii'cal'kirk-d'fcipline,  which  you, 
iv'r  George,  have  juit  now  fo  freely 
cenfured. 

*  To  thefe   cor.liderations,  when  v/e 
add  the  neceffity,  which  thefe  remote 
inters  lie  under,  of  behaving  well,  be- 
csufe,  in  the  firrt  place,  they  feldom 
wifli  to  return  to  their  own  country  ; 
and  in  the  next,   becaufe  that  cannot 
prefer  them,  if  it  would;  and  thirdly, 
becaufe  it  would  not,  if  it  could,  if  the 
gentleman  be  of  an  enlarged  genius, 
and  generous  way  of  thinking  ;  I  fay, 
when  we  add  to  the  premifes  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  they  all  make  a  kind  of 
fecurify    for  their    good    behaviour : 
while  thole  of  our  own  country  have 
often  friends  or  acquaintance  on  whofe 
favour  they  are  apt  to  depend,  and  far 
that  reafon   ^ive  lei's  attention  to  the 
duties  requilite  for  this  important  of- 
flee. 

*  Befides,  as  their  kind  friend  .ZEolu?, 
v/ho    is    accuftomcd    to    fpread   and 
ttrengthen   the   bold   mufcles   of  the 
ilrong-featured   Scot,    has  generally 
blown  away  that  inaufpi  ions  bafhful- 
ndV:,.  which  hangs  a  much  longer  time, 
commonly,  on  the  faces  of  the  fouthern 
ftudents ;  fuch  a  one  (if  he  fall  not 
too  egngioufly  into   the   contrary  ex- 
treme,   fo  as  to  become  infufrerablc) 
nisy  kill  be  the  more  eligible  perfon 


for  a  tutor,  as  he  may  teach  a  young 
gentleman,  betimes,  that  necelTary  pre- 
lence  of  mind,  which  thofe  who  are 
confined  to  a  private  education  fome- 
times  want. 

*  But,  after  all,  if  a  gentleman  of  this 
nation  be  chofcn  for  this  employment, 
it  may  be  necelTary,  that  he  mould  be 
one  who  has  had  as  genteel  and  free  an 
education  himfelf,  as  his  country  and 
opportunities  will  afford ;  and  has  had, 
moreover,  the  native  roughnefs  of  his 
climate  filed  off  by  travel  and  conver- 
fation ;  who  has  made,  at  leaft,  the 
tour  of  France  and  Italy,  and  has  a 
tarte  for  the  politenefs  of  the  former 
nation;  for,  from  theboifterovfnefs  of 
a  North  Briton,  and  the  fantaitick  po- 
litenefs of  a  Frenchman,  if  happily 
blended,  fuch  a  mixture  may  refult, 
as  may  furriifh  out  a  more  complete 
tutor,  than  either  of  the  two  nations, 
iingly,  may' be  able  to  produce.  But 
it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  this 
perfon  fliould,  by  all  means,  have  con- 
quered his  native  brogue,  as  I  may 
call  it,  and  be  a  mader  of  the  Englifh 
pronunciation  ;  otherwife  his  conver- 
Ihtion  will  be  diiagreeable  to  an  Eng- 
lifh ear. 

'  And  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  add, 
that  as  an  acquaintance  with  the  Mules 
contributes  not  a  little  to  foften  the 
manners,  and  to  give  a  graceful  and 
delicate  turn  to  the  imagination,  and 
a  kind  of  polim.  to  feverer  (Indies,  I 
believe  it  would  not  be  amifs,  that  li£ 
mould  have  atalle  of  poetry,  although 
perhaps  it  were  nottobewifhcd  he  had 
i'uch  ftrong  inclinations  that  vvay,  as 
to  make  that  lively  and  delectable 
amufement  his  predominant  paflion  : 
for  we  fee  very  few  poets,  whole  warm 
imaginations  do  not  ivn  away  with 
their  judgments.  And  yet,  in  order 
to  learn  the  dead  languages  in  their 
purity,  it  will  be  neceflnry,  as  I  ap- 
prehend, to  inculcate  boih  the  love  and 
the  ftudy  of  the  ancient  poets,  which 
cannot  fail  of  giving  the  youth  a  tafte 
*  for  poetry  in  general.' 

Permit  me,  dear  Sir,  to  aflc  you,  Whe- 
ther you  advanced  this  for  arg-nnent- 
fike,'  ns  fometimes  you  love  to  amnfe 
and  entertain  your  friem  s  in  ;  n  •..ncosn- 
mon  way  ?  For  I  fl  ouL  ima  -T.C,  that 
our  two  univerfities,  which  you  have 
been  fo  good  as  to  mew  me,  and  for 
v/hich  I  have  ever  flnce  had  even  a 
greater  reverence  than  I  hud  before,  'are 
capable 


Capable  of  furniihing  as  good  tutors  as 
any  nation  in  the  world:  for  here  the 
young  gentlemen  feem  to  me  to  live  both 
in  the  world,  and  in  the  uni-verfity ;  and 
we  faw  feveral  gentlemen  who  had  not 
only  fine  parts,  but  polite  behaviour, 
and  deep  learning,  as  you  a  fill  red  me  j 
fome  of  whom  you  entertained,  and 
were  entertained  by,  in  ib  elegant  a 
manner,  that  no  travelled  gentleman,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  judge,  conld  excel 
them'!  And  befides,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  I 
know  who  is  reckoned  one  of  the  politeft 
and  bed-bred  gentlemen  in  England  by 
eve  y  body,  and  learned  as  well  as  po- 
lite, and  yet  had  his  education  in  one  of 
thofc  cehbrated  feats  of  learning.  I 
wifli  your  Billy  never  may  fall  fhort  of 
the  j-entleman  I  mean,  in  all  theie  ac- 
qui;  vmems  ;  and  he  will  be  a  very  happy 
creature,  I  am  furc ! 

But  how  I  wander  again  from  my  fub- 
ject  ? — I  have  no  other  way  to  recover 
myfelf,  when  I  thus  ramble,  but  by 
bringing  back  myfelf  to  that  one  delight- 
ful point  of  reflection,  that  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  deareft  Sir, your  ever  du- 
tiful and  obliged 

P.  B. 

LETTER    LIL 

DEAREST    SIR, 

I  Now  refume  my  fubjecl:.  I  had  gone 
through  the  article  of  tre  tutor,  as 
well  as  I  could  ;  and  now  let  me  trouble 
you  with  a  few  lines  upon  what  Mr. 
Locke  fays,  That  children  are  wholly, 
ifpofllble,  to  be  kept  from  the  conver- 
fation  of  the  meaner  fervants  j  whom  he 
fuppofes  to  be,  as  too  frequently  they  are, 
unbred  and  debauched^  to  life  his  own 
words. 

Now,  Sir,  letme  obferve,  on  this  head, 
that  I  think  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep 
children  from  the  converfation  of  fer- 
vants at  all  times.  The  care  of  perfonal 
attendance,  efpe-  iallyin  the  child's  early 
age.  m 'ft  fall  upon  fervants  of  one  de- 
nomination or  other,  who,  little  or  much, 
nv.'.lt  be  converlknt:  with  the  inferior  fer- 
vants, and  fo  be  liable  to  be  tainted  by 
their  converfation  j  and  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult in  this  cafe  to  prevent  the  taint  being 
communicated  to  the  child.  Wherefore 
it  wili  bi  a  furer,  as  well  as  a  more 
laudable  method,  to  infift  upon  the  regu- 
lar behaviour  of  the  whole  family,  than 
to  expert  the  child,  and  it's  immediate 
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attendant  or  tutor,  fhould  be  the  only 
•  good  ones  in  it. 

Nor  is  this  fo  difficult  a  thing  to  bring 
about,  as  may  be  imagined.  Your  fa- 
mily, dear  Sir,  affords  an  eminent  inltance 
of  it :  the  good  have  been  confirmed,  the 
remifshave  been  reformed,  die  paifionate 
have  been  tamed  j  and  there  is  not  a  fa- 
mily in  the  kingdom,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  to  the  honour  of  every  individual  of 
it,  more  uniform,  more  regular,  and 
freer  from  evil,  and  more  regardful  of 
what  they  fay  and  do,  than  your"s.  And 
I  believe,  Sir,  you  will  allow,  that  though 
they  were  always  honeft,  yet  they  were 
not  always  fo  laudably,  fo  exemplarily 
virtuous,  as  of  late:  which  I  mention 
Only  to  fbew  the  practicablenefs  of  a  re- 
formation, even  where  bad  habits  have 
taken  place — For  your  Pamela,  Sir,  ar- 
rogates not  to  herfelf  the  honour  of  this 
change  :  'tif  owing  to  the  Divine  grace 
fhining  upon  hearts  naturally  good;  for 
elfe  an  example  fo  eai'y,  ro  plain,  fo  fun- 
pie,  from  ib  young  a  miftrefs,  who  more- 
over had  been  exalted  from  their  own  fta- 
tion,  could  not  have  been  attended  with 
fuch  happy  effects. 

You  fee,  dear  Sir,  what  a  matter  and 
miilrefs's  example  could  do,  with  a  poor 
foul  fo  far  gone  as  Mrs.  Jewkes.  And 
I  dare  be  confident,  that  if,  on  the  hir- 
ing of  a  new  fervant,  fobriety  of  man- 
ners and  a  virtuous  converfation  were  in<- 
lilted  upon  5  and  they  were  told,  that  a 
general  inoffenfivenefs  in  words  as  well 
as  actions,  was  expefted  from  them,  as 
indifpenfable  conditions  of  their  lervicej 
and  that  a  breach  of  that  kind  would  be 
no  morepafied  over,  than  a  wilful  fraud, 
or  aft  of  difhoneily;  and  if,  added  to 
thefe  requisites,  their  principals  take  care 
to  iupport  thefe  injunction*  by  their  own 
example ;  I  fay,  in  this  cafe,  I  dare  be 
confident,  that  if  fuch  a  fervice  did  not 
find  them  good,  it  would  make  them  ib. 
And  why,  indeed,  fhould  we  not  think 
this  a  very  practicable  fcheme,  when  it 
is  confide!  ed,  that,  the  fervants  we  take 
are  at  years  of  difcretion,  and  have  the 
ftrong  tic  of  inter  eft  fuperadded  to  the 
obligations  we  require  of  them ;  and 
which,  they  muft  needs  know,  (let  'eiu 
have  what  bad  habits  they  will)  are  right 
for  tbemfcl-ves  to  difcharge,  as  well  as 
for  us  to  exact  ? 

We  all  know  of  how  much  force  the 
example  of  fuperiors  is  to  inferiors.     It 
ily  and  too  juftly  iaiM,    that  the 
4.  E  z,  courts 
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courts  of  princes  abound  with  the  moft 
profligate  of  men,  infomuch  that  you 
cannot  well  give  a  man  a  more  fignifi- 
cantly  bad  tide,  than  by  calling  him  a 
COURTIER  :  yet  even  among  theie,  one 
fhall  lee  the  force  of  example,  as  I  have 
heard  you,  Sir,  frequently  obferve  :  forr 
let  but  the  land  be  bled  with  a  pious  and 
religious  prince,  who  makes  it  a  rule  with 
him  to  countenance  and  promote  men  of 
virtue  and  probity;  and,  to  put  the  cafe 
ftill  ftronger,  let  fuch  a  one  even  fucceed 
to  the  moil  libertine  reign,  wherein  the 
manners  of  the  people  have  fecmed  to  be 
wholly  depraved ;  yet  a  wonderful  change 
will  be  immediately  effected.  The  fla- 
gitious livers  will  he  chafed  away,  or  re- 
form ed  ;  or  at  leaft  will  think  it  their 
duty,  or  their  inter  eft  >  which  is  a  ftronger 
tie  with  fuch,  to  appear  reformed  j  and 
not  a  man  will  feek  for  the  favour  or 
countenance  of  his  prince,  but  by  laud- 
able pretences,  or  by  worthy  actions. 

There  was  a  time,  the  reign  of  King 
Richard  III.  when,  as  1  have  read,  de- 
formity of  body  was  the  falhion,  and  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  court  thought 
it  an  indifpenfable  requifite  of  a  graceful 
form  to  pa,d  for  themfelves  a  round 
ihoulder,  becauie  the  king  was  crooked, 
And  can  we  think  human  nature  fo  ab-, 
furdty  wicked,  that  it  would  not  much 
rather  have  tried  to  imitate  a  perfonal 
perfection,  than  a  deformity  fo  fhocking 
in  it's  appearance,  in  people  who  were 
naturally  ftraight? 

'Tis  a  melancholy  thing  to  reflect,  that 
of  all  profefiions  of  men,  the  mariners, 
who  moft  behold  the  wonders  of  Al- 
mighty power  diiplayed  in  the  great 
deep,  (a  fi^ht  that  has  ftruck  me  with 
awe  and  reverence  only  from  a  coait  pro- 
fpect)  and  who  every  moment  of  their 
lives,  while  at  fea,  have  but  one  frail 
plank  betwixt  themfelves  and  inevitable 
deftruction;  are  yet,  generally  fptaking, 
as  I  have  often  heard  it  obiervecf,  the 
moit  abandoned  invokers  and  blafphem- 
er$  of  the  name  of  that  GOD,  whole 
mercies  they  every  moment  unthankful- 
1y,  although  fp  yii'ibly,  experience.  Yet, 
as  I  heard  it  once  remarked  at  your  ta- 
ble, Sir,  on  a  particular  pccafiofw  we 
have  now  living  one  commander  in  the 
Britiih  nayy^  who,  to  his  honour,  has 
/hewn  the  force  of  an  excellent  example 
fupportingthe  be:l  precepts  :  for  on  board 
pi  his  lhi]>,  not  an  oath  or  curie  was  to 


be  heard ;  while  vollics  of  both  (ilTtied 
from  impious  movths  in  the /am  e  fqua- 
dron  out  of  his  knowledge)  feemed  to  fill 
the  fails  of  other  fhips  with  guilty  breath, 
calling  aloud  for  that  perdition  to  over- 
take them,  which  perhaps  his  worthy  in- 
junctions and  example,  in  his  own,  might 
be  of  weight  to  lufpend. 

If  fuch  then,  dear  Sir,  be  the  force  of 
a  good.example,  what  have  parents  to  do, 
who  are  difpofed  to  bring  up  a  child  at 
home  under  their  own  eye,  according  to 
Mr.  Locke's  advice,  but,  firfl,  to  have 
a  ftrict  regard  to  their  oijun  cond'ict? 
This  will  not  want  it's  due  influence  en 
thefervants;  efpecially  if  a  proper  in- 
quiry be  made  into  their  characters  be- 
fore they  are  entertained,  and  a  watch- 
ful eye  be  had  over  them,  to  keep  th|m 
up  to  thofe  characters  afterwards.  And 
when  they  know  they  muft  forfeit  the 
favour  of  a  worthy  mafter,  and  their 
places  roo,  (which  may  be  thought  to 
be  the  beft  of  places,  becaufe  an  uniform 
character  mull  make  all  around  it  ealy 
and  happy)  they  will  readily  obferve 
fuch  rules  and  directions,  as  fhall  be  pre- 
fcribed  to  them. — Rules  and  directions, 
which  their  own  confcienct-s  will  tell 
-  them  are  right  to  be  prefcribed;  and  even 
right  fof  them  to  follow,  were  they  not 
infilled  upon  by  their  fuperiors  :  and  this 
conviction  muft  go  a  great  way  towards 
their  thorough  reformation :  for  a  per- 
fon  wholly  convinced,  is  half  reformed. 
And  thus  the  hazard  a  child  will  run  of 
being  corrupted  by  converging  with  the 
fervants,  will  be  removed,  and  all  Mr. 
Locke's  other  rules  be  better  enforced. 

I  havetheboldnefs,Sir,to  make  another 
objection  ;  and  that  is,  to  the  diftance 
which  Mr.  Locke  prefcribes  to  be  kept 
between  children  and  fervants  :  for  may 
not  this  be  a  means  to  fill  the  minds  of 
the  former  with  a  contempt  of  thofe  be- 
low them,  and  an  arrogance  that  is  not 
warranted  by  any  rank  or  condition,  to 
their  inferiors  of  the  fame  fpecies  ? 

I  have  tnmfcribed  *  what  Mr.  Locke 
ha?  enjoined  in  relation  to  this  diftance, 
where  he  fays,  that  the  children  are  by 
all  means  to  be  kept  wholly  from  the 
converfation  of  the  meaner  fervants. — 
But  how  much  better  advice  does  the  fame 
author  give  for  the  behaviour  of  children 
to  fervants  in  the  following  word's  ? 
which  I  humbly  prefimie  to  think,  are 
not  fo  intirtly  conliftent  with  the  former* 
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as  might  be  expected  from  fo  admirable 
an  author. 

*  Another  way,'  fays  he,  (§111.) 
to  inttil  fentiments  of  humanity,  and 
to  keep  them  lively  in  young  folks, 
will  be,  to  accultom  them  to  civility 
in  their  language  and  deportment  to- 
wards their  inferiors,  and  the  meaner 
fort  of  people,  particularly  fervants.  It 
is  not  umifual  to  obferve  the  children 
in  gentlemens  families  treat  the  fervants 
of  the  houfe  with  domineering  words, 
names  of  contempt,  and  an  imperious 
carriage,  as  if  they  were  of  another 
race, or  ipecies  beneath  them.  Whether 
ill-example,  the  advantage  of  fortune, 
or  their  natural  vanity,  inlpire  this 
haughtinefs,  it  fho.ild  be  prevented  or 
weeded  out ;  and  a  gentle,  courteous, 
affable  carriage  towards  thelowerranks 
of  men,  placed  in  the  room  of  it.  No 
part  of  their  inperiority,'  continues 
his  excellent  aurhor,  '  will  be  hereby 
loft,  but  the  diftin&ion  increafed,  and 
their  authority  {Lengthened,  when  love 
in  inferiors  is  joined  to  outward  refpecl, 
and  an  efteem  of  the  perfon  has  a  lhare 
in  their  fubmiffion :  and  domefticks  will 
pay  a  more  ready  and  chearful  iervice, 
when  they  find  themfelves  not  ip  rned 
becaufe  fortune  has  laid  them  b^-iovv 
the  level  of  others  at  their  matters 
feet/ 

Thefe,  dear  Sir,  are  certainly  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  generous  and  enlarged  ipi- 
rit :  but  I  hope  I  mall  be  forgiven,,  if  I 
obferve,  that  the  great  diftance  Mr. 
Locke  before  injoins  to  be  kept  betv/een 
•children  and  fervants,  is  not  very  con- 
fident with  the  above-cited  paragraph: 
for  if  we  would  prevent  this  undue  con- 
tempt of  inferiors  in  the  temper  of  chil- 
.dren,  the  beft  way,  as  I  humbly  prefume 
to  fliink,  is  not  to  make  it  fo  unpardon- 
able a  fault  for  them,  efpecialiy  in  their 
.early  years,  to  be  in  their  company.  For 
can  one  make  the  children  fhun  the  fer- 
vants, without  rendering  them  odious  or 
contemptible  to  th  m,  and  reprefenting 
them  tothe^hild  in  fuch  difadvantageous 
lights,  as  mult  needs  make  the  fervants 
vile  in  their  eyes,  and  themfelves  lofty 
and  exalted  in  their  own  ?  and  thereby 
cauie  them  to  treat  them  with  (  doini' 
'  neering  words,  and  an  imperious  car- 
'  riage,  as  if  they  were  of  another  race 
'  or  fpecies  beneath  them,  and  fo,'  as 
Mr.  Locke  fays,  '  nurfe  up  their  natural 
i*  pride  into  an  t;abkual  contempt  of 


'  thofe  beneath  them  :  and  then,'  as  he 
adds,  '  where  will  that  probably  end, 
'  but  in  oppreflion  and  cruelty  ?' — But 
this  matter,  dear  Sir,  I  prefume  to  think, 
will  all  be  happily  accommodated  and 
reconciled,  when  the  fervants  good  be- 
haviour is  fecured  by  the  example  and  in- 
junctions of  the  principals. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  of  what  Mr. 
Locke  has  injoined,  and  what  I  have 
tatcen  the  liberty  to  luggeH  on  this  head, 
it  mall  be  my  endeavour,  in  that  early 
part  of  your  dearBilly's  education,which 
your  goodn^fs  will  intruft  to  me,  to  in- 
culcate betimes  in  his  mind  the  princi- 
ples of  uniyerfkl  benevolence  and  kind- 
neis  to  others,  efpecialiy  to  inferiors. 

Nor,  dear  Sir,  fhall  I  fear,  that  the 
little  dear  will  be  wanting  to  hirafelf  in 
arTuming,  us  he  grows  up,  an  air  of  fu- 
periority  and  ditbnce  of  behaviour  equal 
to  his  condition,  or  that  he  will  delcend 
too  low  for  his  ftation.  For,  Sir,  there 
is  a  pride  andfllf-love  natural  to  human 
minus,  that  will  feklom  be  kept  fo  low, 
as  to  make  tiiem  humbler  than  they  ought 
to  be. 

I  have  obferved,  before  now,  inflanccs 
of  this,  in  lome  of  the  families  we  viff% 
between  ti'e  yo.ing  Matters  or  MifTes, 
and  thofe  children  of  lower  degree,  who 
have  been  brougnt  to  play  with  them,  or 
divert  them.  On  the  Matter  and  MilLs 
fide,  I  have  always  feen,  they  lead  the 
play  and  prefcjibe  the  laws  of  ir,  be  the 
diverfion  what  it  vvillj  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  their  lower-rank  play-fel- 
lows have  generally  given  into  their  little 
humours,  though  ever  fo  contrary  to 
their  own  j  and  the  difference  of  drefs 
and  appearance,  and  the  notion  they  have 
of  the  more  eminent  condition  of  their 
play-fellows  parents,  have  begot  in  them 
a  kind  of  awe  and  refpecl,  that  perhaps 
more  than  fufficiently  fecures  the  fupe- 
periority  of  the  one,  and  the  fubordina- 
tion  of  the  other,  x 

The  advantage  of  this  univcrfal  bene- 
volence to  a  young  gentleman,  as  ke 
grows  up,  will  be,  as  I  humbly  conceive, 
that  it  will  fo  diflfufe  itfelf  over  his  mind, 
as  to  influence  all  his  aclions,  and  give  a 
grace  to  every  thing  he  does  or  fays^  and 
make  him  admired  and  refpeftcd  from  the 
bell  and  moil  durable  motives  j  and  will 
be  of  greater  advantage  to  him  for  his 
attaining  a  handfome  adclrefs  and  beha- 
viour, (for  it  will  make  him  conicious, 
that  he  merits  the  diftinclion  he  will  meet 
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with,  and  encourage  him  ftill  more  to 
merit  it)  than  the  belt  rules  that  can  be 
given  him  for  that  purpofe. 

I  will  therefore  teach  the  little  dtir 
courteoufhefs  and  affability,    from  the 
propereft  motives  I  am  able  to  think  of ; 
and  will  inftruct  him  in  only  one  piece  of 
pride,  that  of  being  above  doing  a  mean 
or  low  action.  I  will  caution  him  not  to 
behave  in  a  lordly  or  infolent  manner, 
even  to  the  loweft  fervants.     I  will  tell 
him,  as  I  do  my  dear  Mifs  Goodyvin, 
that  that  fuperiority   is  the  mod  com- 
mendable, and  will  be  the  bell  maintain- 
ed, that  is  owing  to  humanity,  and  kind- 
nefs,  and  which  is  grounded'  on  the  per- 
fections of  the  mind,  rather.than  on  the 
accidental  advantage  of  fortune  and  con- 
dition :  that  if  his  conduit  be  fuch  as  it 
ought  to  be,  there  will  be  no  occafion  to 
tell  a  fervant,  that  he  will  be  obferved 
and  reflected :  that  humility,  as  I  once 
told  my  Mifs  Goodwin*,  is  a  charming 
grace,  and  moftconfpicuoufiy  charming 
in  perfons  of  diftinction  ;  for  that  the 
poor,  who  are  humbled  by  their  condi- 
tion, cannot" glcry  in  it,  as  the  rich  may} 
and  that  it  makes  tht:  lower  ranks  of  peo- 
ple love  and  admire  the  high-born,  v;ho 
can  fo  condefcend:  whereas  pride,  in 
fuch,  is  meannefs  andinfult,  as  it  owes 
it's  boaft  and  it's  being  to  accidental  ad- 
vantr.ges;  which,  at  the  fame  time,  vre 
feldom  of  bis  procuring,  who  can  be  fo 
mean  as  to  be  proud  :  that  even  I  would 
iboner  forgive  pride  in  a  low  degree  than 
in  a  high  ;  for  it  may  be  a  fecurity  in  the 
firil  agdnlt  doing  a  bafe  thing:  but  in 
the  rich,  it  is  a  bale  thing  itfeif,  and  an 
impolitick  one  too ;   for  the  more  diftinc- 
tion  a  proud  mind  grafps  at,  the  lefs  it 
will  have;  and  every  poor  ddpiled  per- 
fon  can  whifper  fuch  an  one  in  the  ear, 
when  furrounded  with,  and  adorned  by, 
all  his  glittering  fplendors,  that  he  <w as 
born,  and  ;?;/>_/?  die,  in  the  fame  manner 
with  thofc  whom  he  defpifes. 

Thus  will  the  doctrine  of  benevo- 
lence and  affability,  implanted  early  in 
the  mind  of  a  young  gentleman,  and 
duly  cultivated  as  he  grows  up,  infpire 
him  with  the  requifite  conduct  to  com- 
mand rei^C'51  from  proper  motives;  and 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  will  make  the 
fervants  obferve  a  decorum  towards  him, 
it  will  oblige  them  to  have  a  guard  upon 
their  words  and  actions  in  the  prefence 
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of  one,  whofe  manner  of  education  and 
training-up  would  be  fo  great  a  reproach 
to  them,  if  they  were  grofsly  faulty:  f0 
that  hereby,  as  I  conceive,  a  mutual  be- 
nefit will  flow  to  the  manners  of  each, 
and  bis  good  behaviour  will  render  him, 
in  fome  meafure,  an  inilructive  monitor 
to  the  whole  family. 

But  permit,  me,  Sir,  to  enlarge  on  the 
hint  I  have  already  given,  in  relation  to 
the  example  of  parents,  in  cafe  a  prefer- 
ence be  given  to  the  home  education. 
For  if  this  point  cannot  be  fecured,  J 
ihould  always  imagine  it  were  beft  to  put 
the  child  to  fuch  a  fchool,  as  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  mention  f.     But  yet  the 
fubject  might  be  fpared  by  me  inthepre- 
fent  cafe,  as  I  write  with  a  view  only  to 
your  family;   though  you  will  remem- 
ber, that  while  I  follow   Mr.  Locke, 
whofe  work  is  publick,  I  mutt  be  con- 
rklered  as  if  I  was  directing  myfelf  to 
th:  generality  of  the  world:   for,  Sir,  I 
have  the  pleafure  to  fay,  that  your  con- 
duct in  your  family  h  unexceptionable  j 
and  the  pride  to  think  that  mine  is  no  dif- 
grace  to  it.     No  one  hears  a  word  from 
your  mouth  unbecoming  the  character 
of  a  polite  gentleman;  and  I  mall  always 
endeavour  to  be  very  regardful  of  what 
falls  from  mine.     Your  temper,  Sir,  is 
equal  and  kind  to  all  your  fervants,  and 
they  love  you,  as  well  as  awfully  refptct 
you  :  and  well  does  your  genero'fity,  and 
bountiful  and  confederate  mind,  cleferve 
it  of  them  all:  and  they,   feeing  I  am 
watchful  over  my  own  conduct,  fo  as 
not  to  behave  unworthy  of  your  kind 
example,  regard  me  as  much  as  I  could 
wifh  they  ihould ;  for  well  do  they  know, 
that  their  beloved  mafter  will  have  it  fo, 
and  greatly  honours  andefteems  me  hijn- 
felf. — Your  table-talk  is  fuch  as  perfcns 
of  the  ftricteft  principles  may  hear,  and 
join  in  :  your  guefts,  and  your  friends 
are,   generally  fpeaking,  perfons  of  the 
g(-;iteeleil  life,  and  of  the  be  ft  manners  : 
—So  that  Mr.  Locke  would  have  acivii- 
ed  you,  of  all  gentlemen,  had  he  been 
living,   and  known  you,  to  give  your 
children  a  home  education,    and  affigu 
theie.  and  ftill  ftronger  reafons  for  it. 

But,  dear  Sir,  were  we  to  fptak  to 
the  generality  of  parents,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed this  would  be  an  almoft  infuperabje 
objection  to  a  home  education.  For  (\ 
arn  furry  to  fay  it)  when  one  turns  one's 
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eyes  to  the  bad  precedents  given  by  the 
heads  of  fome  families,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  there  is  fo  little  virtue 
and  religion  among  men.  For  can  thole 
parents  be  furprifed  at  the  ungracioui- 
nefs  of  their  children,  who  hardly  ever 
mew  them,  that  their  own  a&ions  are 
governed  by  reafonable  or  moral  motives  ? 
Can  the  gluttonous  father  expect  a  felf- 
denying  ion  ?  With  how  ill  a  grace  muft 
a  man, "who  will  often  be  diiguifed  in  li- 
quor, preach  fobriety  ?  a  paffionate  man, 
patience?  an  irreligious  man,  piety? 
How  will  a  parent,  whofe  hands  are  fel- 
dom  without  cards,  or  dice  in  them,  be 
obferved  in  leiibns  againft  the  pernicious 
vice  of  gaming?  Can  the  profufe  father, 
who  is  iquanciering  away  the  fortunes  of 
liis  children,  expect  to  be  regarded  in  a 
lefibn  of  frugality  ?  'Tis  impofiibie  he 
mould,  except  it'  were  that  the  youth, 
frei^s  how  pernicious  his  father's  exam- 
ple is,  mould  have  the  grace  to  make  a 
proper  ufe  of  it,  and  look  upon  it  as  a 
&a-mark,  as  it  were  to  enable  him  to 
(him  the  dangerous  rocks,  on  which  he 
fees  his  father  fplitting.  And  c-ven  in 
this  bejl  cafe,  let  it  be  confidence!,  how 
much  fhame  and  difgrace  his  thoughtlefs 
parent  ought  to  taketohimfelf,  who  can 
admonifh  his  child  by  nothing  but  the 
cdiotifnefs  of  his  own  vice}  and  how  lit- 
tle it  is  owing  to  him,  that  his  guilt  is 
not  doubled^  by  his  fon's  treading  in  his 
ileps  !  Let  i'uch  an  unhappy  parent  duly 
weigh  tliis,  and  think  how  likely  he  may 
be,  by  his  bad  example,  to  be  the  caufe  of 
his  child's  perdition,  as  well  as  his  own, 
and  Hand  unfhocked  and  unamended,  if 
he  can ! 

Gave  me  leave  to  add,  that  it  is  then 
of  no  avail  to  wiih  for  difcreet  fervants, 
if  the  conduct  of  the  parents  is  faulty. 
If  the  fountain-head  be  polluted,  how 
mall  the  under-currents  run  clear  ?  That 
malter  and  miftrefs,  who  would  exact 
from  their  fervants  a  behaviour  which 
they  themfeives  don't  practice,  will  be 
but  ill  obferved.  And  that  child,  who 
difcovers  great  cxcefles  and  errors  in  his 
parents,  will  be  found  to  be  lefs  profited 
by  their  good  precepts,  than  prejudiced 
by  their  bad  examples.  Excefiive  fond- 
nefs  this  hour,  violent  paflions,  and  per- 
haps execrations,  the  next;  unguarded 
|efts,  an  admiration  of  fafliionabie  vani- 
ties, rr.fh  crnf'U-es,  are  perhaps  the  beft, 
that  the  child  lees  in,  or  hears  from  thofe, 
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who  aremoft  concerned  to  inculcate  good 
precepts  into  his  mind.  And  where  it  is 
ib,  a  home  education  is  not  by  any  means, 
furely,  to  be  chofen. 

Having  thus,  as  well  as  my  flender 
abilities  will  permit,  prefumed  to  deliver 
my  opinion  upon  three  great  points,  viz, 
the  qualifications  of  a  tutor}  the  neceflity 
of  having  an  eye  to  the  morals  of  fer- 
vants j  arid,  the  example  of  parents,  (all 
which,  being  taken  care  of,  will  give  a 
preference,  as  I  imagine,  to  a  home  edu- 
cation;)  permit  me,  dear  Sir,  to  fpeak  a 
little  further  to  a  point,  that  I  have  al- 
ready touched  upon. 

It  is  that  of  emulation  ;  which  I  hum- 
bly conceive  to  be  of  great  efficacy  to 
lead  children  on  in  their  duties  andftudies. 
And  how,  dear  Sir,  fliall  this  advantage 
be  procured  for  a  young  mafter,  who 
has  no  ichbbirellows,  and  who  has  no 
example  to  follow,  but  that  of  his  tutor, 
whom  he  cannot,  from  the  difparity  of 
years,  and  other  circumftances,  without 
pain,  (becaufe  of  this  difparity)  think  of 
emulating  ?  And  this,  I  conceive,  is  a 
very  great  advantage  to  fuch  a  fchool 
education,  as  I  menttoned  in  my  former 
letter  *,  where  there  are  no'morc  fcholar* 
taken  in,  than  the  mailer  can  with  ealc- 
and  pleal'ure  inflruct. 

But  one  way,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
is  left  to  ?.nfwer  this  objection,  and  flill 
preferve  the  reafcn  for  the  preference 
which  Mr.  Locke  gives  to  a  home  edu- 
cation ;  and  that  is,  what  I  formerly 
hinted  to  you,  dear  Sirf ,  to  take  into  your 
family  the  child  of  fome  honeft  neigh- 
bour of  but  middling  circumftances,  and 
like  age  of  your  own,  but  who  (houM 
give  apparent  indications  of  his  natural 
promptitude,  ingenious  temper,  obliging 
behaviour,  and  good  manners ;  and  to  let 
him  go  hand -in -hand  witlv  yours  in  hi?, 
feveral  ftudies  and  leffons  trader  the  fame 
tutor. 

This  child  would  be  fenfible  of  the  be- 
nefit, as  well  as  of  the  diftinction  he  re- 
ceived, and  confequently  of  what  was  ex- 
pefted  from  him,  and  would  double  his 
diligence,  and  exert  all  his  good  qualities, 
which  would  infpire  the  young  gentle- 
man with  the  wi flied -for  emulation,  and, 
as  I  imagine,  would  be  fo  promotive  of 
his  learning,  that  it  would  greatly  com- 
peniate  the  tutor  for  his  painr,  with  the 
additional  fchclar;  for  the  young  gen- 
tlemar.  *.vci:ld  be  afliamed  to  "be  out- done 
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fry  one  of  like  years  and  ftature  with 
himfelf.  And  little  rewards  might  be 
propoled  to  the  greateft  proficient,  in 
order  to  heighten  the  emulation. 

Then,  Sir,  permit  me  to  add,  that  the 
generojlty  of'fuch  a  method,  to  a  gentle- 
man of  your  fortune,  and  beneficent 
mind,  would  be  it's  own  reward,  were 
there  no  other  benefit  to  be  received  from 
it. 

Moreover,  fuch  an  ingenious  youth 
might,  by  hi.*  good  morals  and  Induftry, 
hereafter  be  of  fervice  in  feme  place  of 
truit  in  the  family ;  or  it  would  be  eafy 
for  a  gentleman  of  your  intercft  in  the 
\vorld,  if  iuch  a  thing  offered  net,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  youth  in  the  navy,  in  fome 
of  the  publick  ofaces,  or  among  your 
)>rivate  friends — If  he  proved  faulty  in 
his  moral?,  his  dilmillion  would  be  in 
your  own  power,  and  would  be  punifh- 
ment  enough. 

Eut,  if  on  the  other  hand,  he  proved  a 
fober  and  hopeful  youth,  fuch  a  one 
won  Id  make  :in  excellent  companion  for 
your  Billy  in  riper  years ;  as  he  would 
be,  in  a  manner,  a  corroborator  of  his 
morals;  for,  as  his  circuniitances would 
not  fupport  him  in  any  extravagancy  fo 
thofe  circinn  fences  woulS  be  a  check 
•upon  his  inclinations ;  and  this  being 
feconded  by  the  hopes  of  future  prefer- 
ment from  your  favour  and  intereft, 
Tvhich  he  could  not  expecl  but  upon  the 
of  his  perfeverance  in  virtue,  he 
would  find  himfelf  under  a  necefTity  of 
Jetting  fuch  an  example,  ns  might  be  of 
p-ea't  benefit  to  his  companion :  who 
ihorild  be  watched  as  he  grew  up,  that  he 
did  not  (if  his  smple  fortune  became 
dangerous  to  his  virtue)  contribute  cut 
of  his  affluence  to  draw  the  other  after 
hJ'rr  into  extravagance.  And  to  this  end, 
ns  I  humbly  conceive,  the  noble  doftrine 
. -penitence  fhould  be  early  infilled 
into' both  their  minds,  and.  upon  all  oc- 
cauon?,  inculcated  and  enforced  ;  which 
would  be  an  inducement  for  the  one  to 
endeavour  to  improve  his  fortune  by  his 
honeft  Induftry,  left  he  mould  never  be 
enabled  to  rile  cut  of  r;  ftate  of  depend- 
ence 5  and  to  the  other,  to  keep,  if  net  to 
improve,  his  own,  left  he  Ihculd  ever  fall 
into  fuch  a  fervile  Hate,  and  thereby  Icfe 
the  glorious  power  of  con'. rnng  happi- 
nefs  on  the  deferving;  which  furely  is 
one  of  the  higheit  pleafures  that  a  ge- 
nerouynind  can  know;  p.  plealure,  Sir, 
which  ycu  have  oftcner  experienced  than 


thoufands  of  gentlemen :  and  which  may 
you  ftill  continue  to  experience  for  a  long, 
long,  and  happy  IxiccefTion  of  years  to 
come,  is  the  prayer  of  one,  the  moft 
obliged  of  all  others  in  her  own  perfon, 
as  well  as  in  the  perfons  of  her  dearefl 
relations;  and  who  owes  to  this  glorious 
beneficence  the  honour  me  boafts,  of 
being  jour  ever  affe£lionate  and  grate- 
ful 
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BUT  now,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  if  you 
will  indulge  «ne  in  a  letter  or  two 
moie,  preparative  to  my  little  book,  that  I 
mentioned,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  touch 
upon  one  or  two  ether  places,  wherein  I 
differ  from  this  learned  gentleman.  But, 
firft,  permit  me  to  obierve,  that  if  pa- 
rents aie,  above  all  thing?,  to  avoid  giving 
bad  examples  to  their  children,  they  will 
be  no  lefs  careful  to  fliun  the  practice  of 
fuch  fond  fathers  and  mothers,  as  are 
wont  to  indulge  their  children  in  bad 
habits,  and  give  them  their  head,  at  a 
time  when,  like  \va::,  their  tender  minds 
may  be  moulded  into  what  fhape  they 
pbafe.  This  is  a  point,  that,  if  it  pleale 
GOD,  I  will  carefully  attend  to,  becaufe 
it  is  the  foundation  on  which  the  fuper- 
flmc~Une  of  the  whole  future  man  is  to  be 
creeled.  For  according  as  he  is  indulged 
or  checked  in    his    childim  follies,    a 
ground  is  laid  for  his  future  happinefs  or 
mifery;  and  if  once  they  are  fuffered  to 
become  habitual  to  him,  it  cannot  but 
be  expected,  that  they  will  grow  up  with 
him,  and  that  they  will  hardly  ever  be 
eradicated.    *  Try  it,'  fays  Mr.  Locke, 
fpcr.king  to  this  very  point,  *  in  a  dog, or 
a  hone,  or  anv  other  creature,  and  fee 
whether  the  ill  and  refly  tricks  they 
have  learned  when  young,  are  eafily  to 
be  mended,  when  they  are  knit:  and 
yet  none  of  thei'e  creatures  are  half  fo 
wilful  and  proud,  or  half  fo  defirous  to 
be  ma'fters  of  them f elves,  as  men/ 
And  this  brings  me,  dear  Sir,  to  the 
hcr.d  of  punijbjxentt,  in  which,  as  well  as 
in  the  article  of  rewards,  which  I  have 
touched  upon,  I  have  a  little  objection 
to  what  Mr.  Locke  advances. 

But  permit  me,  however,  to  premife, 
that  I  am  exceedingly  pleated  with  the 
method  laid  down  by  this  excellent 
writer,  rather  to  Ihame  the  child  out  of 
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his  fault,  than  beat  him ;  which  latter 
ierves  generally  for  nothing  but  to  harden 
his  mind. 

Qbfiinacy,  and  telling  a  /ye,  and  com- 
mitting a  'wilful  fault,  and  then  perjifl- 
iiig  in  it,  are,  I  agree  with  this  gentle- 
man, the  only  caules  for  which  the  child 
fhoulcl  be  puniihed  with  ftripes  :  and  I 
admire  the  reafons  he  gives  _againft  a  too 
rigorous  and  fevere  treatment  of  chil- 

But  I  will  give  Mr.  Locke's  words, 
to  which  I  have  fome  objection. 

'  It  may  be  doubted,'  fays  he,  '  con- 
cerning whipping,  when,  as  the  loft 
_  remedy,  it  comes  to  be  neceffary,  at 
ewhat  time,  and  by  --whom,  it  mould  be 
done;    whether    prefently,    upon   the 
committing  the  fault, whilft  it  is  yet  frefh 
.  and  hot — I  think  it  mould  not  be  done 
.  prefently,'  adds  he, '  left  pafiion  mingle 
with  it  5  and  fo,  though  it  exceed  the 
juft,  propoition,  yet  it  lofe  of.  it's  due 
weight.     For  even   children   difcern 
whenever  we  do  things  in  a  paffion.' 
I  muft  beg  leave,  dear  Sir,  to  differ 
from  Mr.  Locke  in  this  point j    for  I 
think  it  ought  rather  to  be  a  rule  with 
parents,  who  mall  chaftife  their  children, 
to  conquer  what  would  be  extreme  in 
their  own  pafiion  on  this  occanon,  (for 
thofe  parents,  who  cannot  do  it,  are  very 
unfit  to  be  punifhers  of  the  wayward 
pafiion s  of  their  children)  than  to  defer 
the  punifhment,  efpecially  if  the  child 
knows  it's  fault  has  reached  it's  parents 
car.  It  is  othcrwife,  methinks,  giving  the 
child,  if  of  an  obftinate  difpolition,  fo 
much  more  time  to  harden  it's  mind,  and 
bid  defiance  to  it's  punifhment. 

Juft  now,  dear  Sir, your  Billy  is  brought 
into  my  prefence,  all  imiling,  crowing  to 
come  to  me,  and  full  of  heart-cheering 
promifes  j  and  the  fubject  I  am  upon  goes 
to  my  heart.  Surely,  furely,  I  can  never 
beat  your  Billy  ! — Dear  little  life  of  my 
life !  how  can  I  think  that  thou  canft  ever 
deferve  it,  or  that  I  can  ever  inflict  it  ? — 
No,  my  baby,  that  mail  be  thy  papa's  tafk, 
if  ever  thou  art  fo  heinoully  naughty ; 
and  whatever  he  does,  muft  be  right.— 
Pardon  my  fool i ill fondnefs,  dear  Sir! — 
I  will  proceed. 

If  then,  the  fault  be  fo  atrocious,  as 
to  deferve  whipping,  and  the  parent  be 
refolved  on  this  exemplary  pimifhment, 
th.  child  ought  not,  as  I  imagine,  to  come 
into  one's  prefence  without  meeting  with 
it :  for  elfe,  a  fondnefs  too  natural  to  be 
refitted,  will  probably  get  the  upper  hand 


of  one's  refentment,  and  how  fhall  one  be 
able  to  whip  the  d:ar  creature  one  had 
ceafed  to  be  angry  with  ?  Then  after  he 
has  once  feen  one  without  rr.ec-' 
punifhment,  will  he  not  be  inclined  to 
hope  for  connivance  at  his  fault,  unlds 
it  ihould  be  repeated?  An;l  may  he  not 
be  apt  (for  children's  reftntments  are 
ftrong)  to  impute  to  cruelty  a  correction, 
(when  he-thought  the  fault  had  been  for- 
gotten) that  mould  always  appear  to  be 
inflicted  with  reluctance,  and  through 
motives  of  love? 

If,  from  anger  at  his  fault,  one  mould 

fo  above  the  due  proportion,  (I  am  fure 
might  be  trulk-d  for  this  !)  let  it  take 
it's  couri'e!— How  barbaroafly}methiriks, 
..! — He  eught  to  feel  the  lafli,  firlt, 
becaufe  he  deferves  it,  poor  little  foul  1 
Next,  be:auie  it  is  propofed  to  be  exem- 
plary. •  And  Inilly,  becaufe  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  be  often*  ufed :  and  the  very 
pafiion  brdifpleafureone  expreffes,  (if  it 
be  not  enormous)  will  fliew  one  is  in  ear- 
neft,  and  create  in  him  a  neceffary  awe, 
and  make  him  be  afraid  to  offend  again. 
The  end  of  the  correction  is  to  fhew  him 
thexdilference  betwixt  right  and  wrong. 
And  as  it  is  proper  to  take  him  ?.t  his  firft 
offer  of  a  full  fubmidion  and  repentance, 
(and  not  before)  and  inftantly  difpaf- 
fionate  one's  felf,  and  fhew  him  the  dif- 
ference by  acts  of  pardon  and  kjndnefs, 
(which  will  let  him  fee  that  onepunifhes 
him  out  of  neceffity  rather  than  choice)' 
fo  one  would  not  be  afraid  to  make  him 
fmart  fo  fufficjently,  that  he  fhould  not 
foon  forget  the  ieverity  of  the  difcipline, 
nor  the  tlifgrace  of  it.  There's  a  cruel 
mamma  for. you,  Mr.  B.I  What  my 
•practice  may  be,  I  can't  tell ;  but  this 
theory,  I  prefume  to  think,  is  right. 

As  to  the  act  itfolf,  I  much  approve 
Mr.  Locke's  advice,  to  do  it  by  paufes, 
mingling  ftripes  and  expoftulations  to- 
gether, to  fliame  and  terrify  the  more  j 
and  the  rather,  as  the  parent,  by  this  flow 
manner  of  inflicting  the  punifhment,  will 
lefs  need  to  be  afraid  of  giving  too  vio- 
lent a  correction;  for  thole  pruifes  will 
afford  him,  as  well  as  the  child,  oppor- 
tunities for  coniuferatien  aqd  reflection. 

But  as  to  the  per/on,  by  whom  the 
difcipline  mould  be  performed,  I  humbly 
conceive,  that  this  excellent  author  is  here 
alib  to  be  objected  to. 

'  If  you  have  a  difcreet  fervant,'  fays 

he,  *  capable  of  it, '  and  has  the  pi 

1  governing  your  child,  (for  if  you  have 

*  a  tutor,  there  is  no  doubt)  I  think  it  is 
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the  beft,  the  fmart  ftiould  come  imme- 
diately from  another's  hand,  though 
by  the  parent's  order,  who  fhould  fee  it 
done,  whereby  the  parent's  authority 
will  be  preferved,  and  the  child's  aver- 
ilon  for  the  pain  it  fuffers,  rather  be 
turned  on  theperfon  that  immediately 
inflicts  it.  For  I  would  have  a  father 
ieldom  ftrike  a  child,  but  upon  very 
urgent  neceflity,  and  as  the  laft  re- 
medy.'' 

'Tis  in  fuch  an  urgent  cafe,  dear  Sir, 
that  we  are  fuppfing  it  fliould  be  done 
at  all.  If  there  be  not  a  reafon  ftrong 
enough  for  the  father's  whipping  the  child 
himfelf,  there  cannof  be  any  fufficient  for 
his  ordering  any  other  to  do  it,  and  ftand- 
ing  by  to  fee  it  done,.  But  I  humbly  pre- 
fume  to  think,  that  if  there  be  a  necef- 
fity  for  it,  no  one  can  be  fo  fit  as  the 
father  himfelf  to  do  it.  The  child  cannot 
difpute  his  authority*  to  punifh,  from 
whom  he  receives  and  expects  all  the  good 
things  of  this  life :  he  cannot  queftion  bis 
love  to  him,  and  after  the  fmart  is  over, 
and  his  obedience  fecured,  muft  believe 
thatfo  tender,  fo  indulgent  a  father,  could 
have  no  other  end  in  whipping  him,  but 
his  good.  Againft  him,  he  knows,  he  has 
no  remedy,  but  muft  paflively  rubmit ; 
and  when  he  is  convinced  he  mujl,  he 
will  in  time  conclude,  that  he  ought. 

But  to  have  this  fevere  office  perform- 
ed by  a  fervunt,  though  at  the  father's 
command;  and  that  profefledly,  that  the 
averfion  of  the  child  for  the  pain  it  fuf- 
fers,  fliould  be  turned  on  the  perfon  who 
immediately  inflicts  it,  is,  I  am  humbly 
of  opinion,  the  reverfe  of  what  ought  to 
be  done.  And  more  fo,  if  this  fervant  has 
any  direction  of  the  child's  education  j 
and  ilill  much  more  fo,  if  it  be  his  tutor, 
notwithstanding  Mr.  Locke  fays,  there 
is  no  doubt  if  there  be  a  tutor,  that  it 
fhould  be  done  by  him. 

For,  dear  Sir,  is  there  no  doubt,  that 
the  tutor  fliould  lay  himfelf  open  to 
the  averfion  of  the  child,  whofe  manners 
he  is  to  form  ?  Is  it  not  the  beft  method 
a  tutor  can  take,  in  order  to  inforce  the 
leflbns  he  would  inculcate,  to  endeavour 
to  attract  the  love  and  attention  of  his 
pupil  by  the  moft  winning,  mild,  and  in- 
viting way«  that  he  can  poffibly  think  of  ? 
And  yet  is  be,  this  very  tutor,  out  of  all 
doubt,  to  be  the  inftrument  of  doisg  an 
harfh  and  difgraceful  thing,  and  that  in 
the  la  it  refort,  when  all  ether  methods  are 
found  ineffectual ;  and  that  too,  becaufe 
he  ought  to  incur  the  child's  refentment 


and  averfion,  rather  than  the  father? 
No,  furely,  Sir,  it  is  not  reafonable  it 
mould  be  fo  :  quite  contrary,  in  my  hum- 
ble notion,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
that  it  fhould  be  other-wife. 

It  fliould,  methinks,  be  enough  for  a 
tutor,  in  cafe  of  a  fault  in  the  child,  to 
threaten  to  complain  to  his  father ;  but 
yet  not  to  make  fuch  complaint,  without 
the  child  obftinately  perfiits  in  his  error, 
which,  too,  fliould  be  of  a  nature  to 
merit  fuch  an  appeal :  and  this,  methinks^ 
would  highly  contribute  to  preferve  the 
parent's  authority  5  -who,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  fhould  never  fail  of  extorting  a  pro- 
mi  fe  of  amendment,  or  of  inftandy  pu- 
nifhing  him  with  his  own  hands.  And, 
to  foften  the  diftafte  he  might  conceive  in 
refentment  of  too  rigid  complainings,  it 
might  not,  pofiibly,  he  amifs,  that  his  in- 
terpoiition  in  the  child's  favour,  if  the 
fault  were  not  too  flagrant,  fhould  be 
permitted  to  fave  him  once  or  twice  from 
the  impending  'difcipline. 

'Tis  certain  that  the  pafiions,  if  I  may 
fo  call  them,  of  affection  and  averfion, 
are  very  early  difcoverable  in. children  j 
infomuch  that  they  will,  even  before  they 
can  fpeak,  afford  us  marks  for  the  de- 
tection of  an  hypocritical  appearance  of 
love  to  it  before  the  parents  faces.  For 
the  fondriefs  or  averfenefs  of  the  child  to 
fome  fervants,  as  I  have  obferved  in  other 
families,  will  at  any  time  let  one  know, 
whether  their  love  to  the  baby  is  uniform 
and  the  fame,  when  one  is  abfent,  as  pre- 
fent.  In  one  cafe  the  child  will  reject 
with  fullennefs  all  the  little  fycophancies, 
that  are  made  to  it  in  one's  fight  j  while 
on  the  other,  it's  fondnefs  of  the  perfon, 
who  generally  obliges  it,  is  an  infallible 
rule  to  judge  of  fuch  a  one's  fincerity  be- 
hind one's  back.  This  little  obfervation 
mews  the  ftrength  of  a  child's  refent-? 
ments,  and  it's  fagacity,  at  the  earlieft 
age,  in  difcovering  who  obliges,  and  who 
dlfobliges  it :  and  hence  one  may  infer, 
how  improper  a  perfon  he  is,  whom  we 
would  have  a  child  to  love  and  refpect, 
or  by  whofe  precepts  we  would  have  it 
directed,  to  be' the  puniflier  of  it's  faults, 
or  to  do  any  harfh  or  difagreeable  office 
to  it. 

For  my  own  part,  dear  Sir,  I  muft  take 
the  liberty  to  declare,  that  if  the  parent 
were  not  to  inflict  the  punifhmcnt  him- 
felf, I  think  it  much  better  it  fliould  be 
given  him,  in  the  parent's  prefence,  by 
the  fervant  of  the  loweft  conlideration  in 
the  family,  and  whofe  manners  and  ex- 
ample 
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ample  one  would  be  the  leaft  willing  of 
any  other  he  mould  folllow.  Juft  as  the 
common  executioner,  who  is  the  loweft 
and  moft  flagitious  officer  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  who  frequently  defer ves,  as 
much  as  the  criminal,  the  punifliment  he 
is  chofen  to  infli6t,  is  pitched  upon  to 
perform,  as  a  mark  of  greater  ignominy, 
thofe  fentences  which  are  intended  as 
examples  to  deter  others  from  the  com- 
mifllon  of  heinous  crimes.  And  this  was 
the  method  the  Almighty  took,  when  he 
was  difpofed  to  correft  feverely  his  chofen 
people:  for  in  that  cafe,  he  generally  did 
it  by  the  hands  of  the  moft  profligate  na- 
tions around  them,  as  we  read  in  many 
places  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

But  the  following  rule,  among  a  thou- 
fand  others,  equally  excellent,  I  admire 
inMr. Locke:  '  When,'  fays  he,  (for  any 
mifdemeanor)  *  the   father  or  mother 
looks  four  on  the  child,  every  one  elfe 
mould  put  on  the  fame  coldnels  to  him, 
and  nobody  give  him  countenance  till 
forgivenefs  aiked,  and  a  reformation  of 
his  fault  has  fet  him  right  again,  and 
reftored  him  to  his  former  credit.     If 
this  were  conftantly  obferved,'  adds  he, 
I  guefs  there  would  be  little  need  of 
blows  or  chiding :  their  own  eafe  or  fa- 
tisfaftion  would  quickly  teach  children 
to  court  commendation,  and  avoid  do- 
ing that  which  they  found  every  body 
condemned  and  they  were  fure  to  fuffer 
for,  without  being  chid  or  beaten.  This 
would  teach  them  modefty  and  mame, 
and  they  would  quickly  come  to  have 
a  natural  abhorrence  for  that  which 
*  they  found  made  them  flighted  and  neg- 
c  Ie5\ed  by  every  body.' 

This  affords  me,  dear  Sir,  a  pretty 
hint :  for  if  ever  your  chaining  Billy  mall 
be  naughty,  what  will  I  do,  but  proclaim 
throughout  your  worthy  family)  that  the 
little  dear  is  in  difgrace!  And  one  (hall 
ihun  him,  another  mall  decline  anfwering 
him,  a  third  (hall  fay — '  No,  mafter,  I 
cannot  obey  you,  till  your  mamma  is 
pleafed  with  you  ;'  a  fourth — *  Who 
(hall  mind  what  little  mailers  bid  them 
do,  when  little  maftei's  won't  mind 
what  their  mamma's  fay  to  them  ?'  And 
wjien  the  dear  little  foul  finds  this,  he 
will  come  in  my  way,  (and  I  fee,  pardon 
me,  my  dear  Mr.  B»  he  has  fome  of  his 
papa's  fpirit  already,  indeed  he  has!) 
and  I  will  direct  myielf  with  double  kind- 
nefs  to  your  beloved  D avers,  and  to,  my 
Mils  Goodwin,  and  take  no  notice  at  all 
of  the  dear  creature,  if  I  can  help  it,  till 


I  can  fee  his  papa  (forgive  my  boldnefs) 
banimed  from  his  little  iullen  brow,  and 
all  his  mamma  rife  to  his  eyes.  And 
when  his  mufical  tongue  (hall  be  un^- 
locked  to  own  his  fault,  and  promiie 
amendment— O  then  i  how  (hall  I  claip 
him  to  my  bofom !  and  tears  of  joy,  I 
know,  will  meet  his  tears  of  penitence  ! 

How  theie  flights,  dear  Sir,  pleafe  a 
body ! — What  delights  have  thofe  mam- 
ma's (which  fome  fafhionable  ladies  are 
quite  unacquainted  with)  who  can  make 
their  dear  babies,  and  their  fir  ft  educa- 
tions, their  entertainment  and  diveriiont 
To  watch  the  dawnings  of  reafon  in  them, 
to  direct  their  little  paflions,  as  they  (hew 
themfelves,  to  this  or  that  particular  point 
of  benefit  and  ufe  ;  and  to  prepare  the 
fweet  virgin  foil  of  their  minds  to  receive 
the  feeds  of  virtue  and  goodnefs  fo  early, 
that  as  they  grow  up,  one  need  only  now 
a  little  pruning,  and  now  a  little  water- 
ing, to  make  them  the  ornaments  and 
delights  of  the  garden  of  this  Ufe !  And 
then  their  pretty  ways,  their  fond  and 
grateful  endearments, .  ibme  new  beauty 
eveiy  day  rifmg  to  obfervation — O  my 
deareft  Mr.  B.  whole  enjoyments  and 
pleafures  are  fo  great,  as  thole  of  fuch 
mothers  as  can  bend  their  minds  two  or 
three  hours  every  day  to  the  duties  of  the 
nurfery  ? 

I  have  a  few  other  things  to  obferve 
upon  Mr.  Locke's  treatife,  which  when 
I  have  done,  I  (hall  read,  admire,  and 
improve  by  the  reft,  as  my  years  and  ex- 
periences advance  j  of  which,  in  my  pro- 
pofed  little  book,  I  (hall  give  you  better 
proofs  than  I  am  able  to  do  at  prefentj 
raw,  crude,  and  indigefted  as  the  notions 
of  fo  young  a  mamma  muft  needs  be. 

Butthefe  mall  be  the  fubjecls  of  another 
letter;  for  now  I  am  come  to  the  pride 
and  the  pleailirs  I  always  have,  when  I 
fubfcribe  myielf,  deareft  Sir,  jour  ever 
duiifui  and  graiejul 

P.  B; 


LETTER     LIV. 

DEAR    SIR, 

MR.  Locke  gives  a  great  many  very 
pretty  inftruftions  relating 'to  the 
play-games  of  children  5  but  I  humbly 
prefume  to  object  to  what  he  fays  in  one 
or  two  pi  aces. 

He  would  not  indulge  them  in  any 
play-things,  but  what  they  make  them- 
Delves,   or  endeavour   to   make.      '  A 
4  F  2,  'fmoottt. 
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fmooth  pebble,  a  piece  of  paper,  the 
mother  s  bunch  or  keys,  or  any  thing 
they  cannot  hurt  themfelves  with,"  lie 
•ightly  fays,  '  ferves  as  much  to  dive.it 
little  children,  as  thofe  more  charge- 
able and  curious  toys  from  the  fhops, 
which  are  prefently  put  out  of  order, 
and  broken.' 
Thefe  play-things  may  certainly  do 
well  enough,  as  he  obferves,  for  little 
ones  :  but  methinks,  to  a  perfon  of  cafy 
circumftances,  fmce  the  making  thefe  toys 
employs  the  induftrious  poor,  the  buying 
them  for  the  child  might  be  difpenfed 
with,  though  they  were  ealily  broken  ; 
and  efpecially  'as  they  are  of  all  prices, 
raid  ibme  lefs  coftly,  and  more  durable, 
than  others. 

'  Tops,  gigs,  battledors,'  Mr.  Locke 

obferves,  '  which   are  to  be  ufed  with 

labour,    fhould    indeed  be   procured 

.them  —  not  for  variety,   but  exerciie  : 

but  if  they  had  a.  top,  the  fcourgt-ltick 

and  leather  ftrap  mould  be  left  to  their 

own  making  and  fitting.' 

But  may  I  prefiime  to  fay,  that  what- 

ever be  the  good'  Mr,.  Locke  propofes  by 

this,  it  cannot  be  equal  to  the  mifchief 

children  may  do  themfelves  in  making 

thefe  play  -Things  £    For  muft  they  not 

;np!ements  to  work  with  ?  and  is 

not  a  kiuYt,  or  other  edged  tool,  without 

which  it  is  irnpofuble'they  can  make  or 

fh;ipe  afcourge-ftick,  or  arty  of  their  play  - 

.,  a    rine  imtrument  in   a  child's 

;•  This  advice  is  the  reverfeof  the 

.  n  warranted   from   all    antiquity, 

*TLat  it  is  dangerous  to  meddle  <witb  edged 

and  I   am  afraid,   the  tutor  muft 

:i&  the  furgeon,  and  follow  the  in- 

dulgence \viui  c%  ityptick  and   a  plainer; 

and  the  young  gentleman's  hands  might 

be  fo  often  bound  up,  that  it  might  in- 

deed perhaps  be  one  way  to  cure  him  of 

his  eanreft  defire  to  play;    but  I   can 

hardly  imagine  any  other  good  that  it 

can  do  hini:  for  I  doubt  the  excellent 

confequences  propofed  by    our   author 

from  this  doctrine,  -fuch  as  to  teach  the 

child  moderation  in  his  defircs,  applica- 

tion, indultry,  thought,  contrivance,  and 

s;cod  husbandry,   qualities  that,  as  he 

obferves,  will  be  uiefulto  him  when  he 

is  a  man,  arc  too  remote  to  be  ingrafted 

upon  fuch  beginnings:  although  itmiift 

be  confeffed,  that,  as  Mr.  Locke  wifely 

cbferves,  good  habits  and  indultry  can- 

•  tod  early  inculcated. 
35utth-.-n,  Sir,  may  I  ai'k,  Are  not  the 


;-.iys  an 


to  \vhich  children 


accuftom  themfelves,  whether  they  make 
their  own  play-things  or  not,  equivalent 
to  the  work  or  labour  of  grown  perfons? 
Yes,  Sir,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  they  are, 
and  more  than  equivalent  to  the  exercifes 
and  labour  of  many. 

Mr.  Locke  advifes,  that  the  child's 
play-things  mould  beasfev/as  pofTible,in 
which  lintirely  agree  with  him :  that  they 
fliould  be  in  his  tutor's  power,  who  is  to 
give  him  but  one  at  once.  But  fmce  it 
is  the  nature  of  the  human  mind  to  court 
moft  what  is  prohibited,  and  to  fet  light 
by  what  is  in  it's  own  power  ;  I  am  half 
doubtful,  (only  that  Mr.  Locke  fays  it, 
and  the  matter  may  not  be  fo  very  im- 
portant as  other  points,  in  which  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  differ  from  that  gen- 
tleman) whether  the  child's  abfolute  pof- 
feifion  of  his  own  play- things  in  fome 
little  repofitory,  of  which  he  may  be  per- 
mitted to  keep  the  key,  efpecially  if  he 
makes  no  bad  ufeof  the  privilege,  would 
not  make  him  more  indifferent  to  them : 
while  the  contrary  conduct  might  pofTibly 
enhance  his  value  of  them.  And,  if, 
when  he  had  done  with  any  play-thing, 
he  were  obliged  to  put  it  into  it's  allotted 
place,  and  were  accuftomed  to  keep  ac- 
count of  the  number  and  places  of  them 
feverally;  this  would  teach  him  order, 
and  at  the  fame  time  inftruft  him  to  keep 
a  proper  account  of  them,  and  to  avoid 
being  a  fquanderer  or  waiter:  and  if  he 
fhould  omit  to  put  his  play-things  in 
their  places,  or  be  carelefs  of  them,  the 
taking  them  away  for  a  time,  or  threaten- 
ing to  give  them  to  others,  would  make 
him  be  more  heedful. 

Mr.  Locke  fays,  that  he  has  known 
a  child  fo  diftrac~tecl  with  the  number  and 
variety  of  his  play-things,  that  he  tired 
his  maid  every  day  to  look  them  over : 
and  \vas  fo  accudomed  to  abundance, 
that  he  never  thought  he  had  enough,  but 
was  al  ways  alking — '  What  more?  what 

*  new  thing  fhall  I  have?" — '  A  good  in- 

*  troduclion,'  adds  he,  ironically,   '  to 
'  moderate  delires,  and  the  ready  way  to 
1  make  a  contented  happy  man  !' 

All  that  I  mail  offer  to  this,  is,  that 
there  are  few  men  fo  philofophical  as  one 
would  wifh  them  to  be,  much  lefs  chil- 
dren. But  no  doubt,  that  this  variety 
engaged  the  child's  activity  j  which,  of 
the  twoj  might  be  turned  to  better  pur- 
pofes  than  floth  or  indolence  ;  and  if  the 
maid  was  tired,  it  might  be,  becaufe  fhe 
was  net  fo  much  alive  as  the  child  j  and 
perhaps  this  part  of  the  grievance  might 

not 
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not  be  fo  great,  becaufe;  if  fliewas  his 
attendant,'  'tis  probable  fhe  had  nothing 
elfe  to  do. 

However,  in  the  main,  as  Mr.  Locke 
fays,  it  is  no  matter  how  few  play-things 
the  child  is  indulged  with  :  but  yet  I 
can  hardly  periuade  myfelf,  that  plenty 
of  them  can  have  fuch  bad  confequences 
as  the  gentleman  apprehends;  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  they  will  excite  his  at- 
tention, and  promote  his  induftry  and 
activity.  His  inquiry  after  new  things, 
kt  him  have  few  or  many,  is  to  be  ex- 
pected as  a  confequence  of  thofe  natural 
defires,  which  are  implanted  in  him,  and 
will  every  day  increafe  :  but  this  may  be 
obferved,  that  as  he  grows  in  years,  he 
will  be  above  fome  play-things,  and  fo 
the  number  of  the  old  ones  will  be  al- 
ways reducible,  perhaps  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion, than  the  new  ones  will  increafe. 
Mr.  Locke  obferves,  on  the  head  of 
good-breeding,  that,  *  There  are  two 
*"  forts  of  ill -breeding;  the  one  a  fheepifh 
bafhfulnefs,  and  the  other  a  miibecom- 
ing  negligence  and  difrefpect  in  our 
carriage;  both  which,1  fays  he,  «  are 
avoided  by  duly  obferving  this  one 
rule,  not  to  think  meanly  of  ourfelves, 
and  not  to  think  meanly  of  others.' 
I  think,  as  Mr.  Locke  explains  this  rule, 
it  is  an  excellent  one.  But  on  this  head 
I  would  beg  leave  to  obierve,  that  how- 
ever difcommendable  a  bamful  temper 
is,  in  fome  inftanees,  where  it  muft  be 
deemed  a  weaknefs  of  the  mind,  yet,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  it  is  generally  the  mark 
of  an  ingenious  one,  and  is  always  to  be 
preferred  to  an  undiftinguifhing  and 
hardy  confidence,  which, 'as  it  feems  to 
me,  is  the  genuine  production  of  invin- 
cible ignorance. 

What  is  faulty  in  it,  which  Mr.  Locke 
cal\sjbfepi/briffs,  mould  indeed  befnaken 
off  as  foon  as  poflible,  becaufe  it  is  an 
enemy  to  merit  in  it's  advancement  in  the 
world  :  but,  Sir,  were  I  tochoofe  a  com- 
panion for  your  Billy,  as  he  grows  up, 
I  fhould  not  think  the  worfe  of  the  youth, 
who,  not  having  had  the  opportunities 
of  knowing  men,  or  feeing  the  world, 
had  this  cktect.  On  the  contrary,  I 
fhould  be  apt  to  look  upon  it  as  an  out- 
ward fence  or  inclofure,  as  I  may  lay,  to 
his  virtue,  which  mi^ht  keep  off  the  lighter 
attacks  of  immorality,  the  HuJJ'ars  of 
vice,  as  I  may  fay,  who  are  not  able  to 
carry  on  a  formal  liege  againii  his  mo- 
rals ;  and  I  mould  expect  fuch  an  one  to 
be  docile,  humane,  good-humoured,  <.tif- 
fident  of  bjmfclf,  and  therefore  moil 


likely  to  improve  as  well  in  mind  as  be- 
haviour :  while  a  hardened  mind,  that 
never  doubts  itfelf,  muft  be  a  Granger  to 
it's  own  infirmities,  and  fuipecting  none, 
is  impetuous, over- bearing,  incorrigible  j 
and  if  rich,  a  tyrant ;  if  not,  poflibly  an 
invader  of  other  men's  properties  j  or  at 
leaft,  fuch  a  one,  as  allows  itfelf  to  walk 
ib  near  the  borders  of  injustice,  that, 
where  felf  is  concerned,  it  hardly  ever 
does  right  things. 

Mr.  Locke  propofes  ($  148)   a  very 
pretty  method  to  cheat  children,  as  it 
were,  into  learning:  but  then  he  adds—- 
There may  be  dice  and  play-things, 
with  the  letters  on  them  to  teach  chil- 
dren the  alphabet  by  playing.'     And 
n  another  place,   (§  151)  *  I  know  a 
perfon  of  great  quality,  who,  bypaft- 
ing  on  the  fix  vowels   (for  in  our  lan- 
guage y  is  one)  on  the  fix  iicies  of  a 
die,  and  the  remaining  eighteen  con- 
fonants  on  the  fides  of  three  other  dice, 
has  made  this  a  play  for  his  children, 
that  be  /hall  win,  who  at  one  call  throws 
moft  words  on  thefe  four  dice  ;  where- 
by his  eldeft  fon,  yet    in  coats,  has 
played  himfelf  into  fuelling  with  great 
eagernefs,   and  without  once  having 
been  chid  for  it,  or  forced  to  it.' 
I.  mult  needs  fay,  my  dear  Mr.  B.  that 
I  had  rather  your  Billy  fhould  be  a  twelve- 
month backwarder  for  want  of  this  me- 
thod, than  forwarded  by  it.     For  what 
may  not  be  apprehended  from  fo  early 
allowing,   or  rather  inculcating  the  ufe 
of  dice  and  gaming,  upon  the  minds  of 
children  ?-  Let  Mr.  Locke  himfelf  fpeak 
to  this  in  his  §  208.  and   I  mould  be 
glad  to  be  able  to  reconcile  the  two  paf- 
fages  in  this  excellent  author. — '  As  to 
cards  and  dice,'  fays  he,  '  I  think  the 
fafeft  and  beft  way  is,  never  to  learn 
any  play  upon  them,  and  fo  to  be  in- 
capacitated for  thefe  dangerdus  temp- 
tations,   and   incroaching  waiters  of 
iiieful  time.' — And,   he  might    have 
added,  of  the  ncbleit  eitates  and  fortunes ; 
while  fharpers  and  fcoundrels  have  been 
lifted  into  dirUnction  upon  their  rums. 
Yet,   in  §  153,   Mr.  Locke  proceeds  o 
give  directions  in  relation  to  the  dice  he 
recommends. 

But  after  all,  if  fome  innocent  plays 
were  fixed  upon  to  cheat  childien  into 
reading,  that,  as  he  fays,  fhould  look  as 
little  like  a  tafk  as  pom'ble,  it  mult  needs 
be  of  nfe  for  that  purpofe.  But  let  every 
gentleman,  who  has  '.J  fortune  tolole,  and 
who,  if  he  games,  is  on  a  foot  wu_. 
Viieft  company,  who  generally  have  no* 
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thing  at  all  to  rifque,  tremble  at  the 
thoughts  of  teaching  his-  ion,  though  for 
the  raoft  laudable  purpofes,  the  early 
ufe  of  dice  and  gaming. 

But,  dear  Sir,  permit  me  to  fay,  how 
much  I  am  charmed  with  a  hint  in  Mr. 
Locke,  which  makes  your  Pamela  hope, 
(lie  may  be  of  greater  ufe  to  your  chil- 
dren, even  as  they  grow  up,  than  fhe 
con  Id  ever  have  flattered  herfelf  to  be. 
Tis  a  charming  paragraph  j  I  muft  not 
fidp  one  word  of  it.  Thus  it  begins, 
and  I  willobferve  upon  it  as  I  go  along. 
§  177.  *  But  under  whofe  care  foever 
'  a  child  is  put  to  be  taught,"1  fays  Mr. 
Locke,  l  during  the  tender  and  flexible 
'  y*ears  of  his^ife,  this  is  certain,  it 

*  fhould  be  one,  who  thinks  Latin  and 
'  language  the  ;eaft  part  of  education/ 

How  agreeable  is  this  to  my  notions  ; 
which  I  durft  not  have  avowed,  but 
after  fo  excellent  a  fcholar  !  For  I  have 
long  had  the  thought,  that  a  great  deal 
cf  precious  time  is  wafted  to  little  pur- 
pole  in  the  attaining  of  Latin.  Mr.  H. 
I  think,  fays,  he  was  ten  years  in  en- 
deavouring to  learn  it,  and,  as  far  as  I 
can  find,  knows  nothing  at  all  of  the 
matter  neither  ! — Indeed  he  lays  that  to 
the  wicked  piclure  in  his  grammar,  which 
he  took  for  granted,  (as  he  has  laid  fe- 
veral  times,  as  well  as  once  written)  was 
put  there  to  teach  boys  to  rob  orchards, 
infteadof  improving  their  minds  in  learn- 
ing, or  common  honefty. 

But  (for  this  is  too  light  an  inftance 
for  the  fubjecl)  Mr.  Locke  proceeds— 
'  One  who  knowing  how  much  virtue 

*  and  a  well- tempered  foul  is  to  be  pre- 

*  ferred  to  any  fort  of  learning  or  Ian- 
'  guage,*  [What  a  noble  writer  is  this!] 
f  makes  it  his  chief  bufmefs  to  form  the 

*  mind  of  his  fcholars,  and  give  that  a 

*  right  difpofition:'  [  Ay  the  re,  dear  Sir, 
is  tie  thing  !  ] '  which  if  once  got,  though 
c  all  the  reft  mould  beneglcled,'  [charm- 
ingly obferevedl~\  '  would  in  due  time? 
[without  wicked  dice,  I  hope!]   '  pro- 
'  diice  ail  the  reft;  and  which,  if  it  be 

*  not  got  and  fettled,  fo  as  to  keep  out 
'  ill  and  vicious  habits,  languages  and 
'  fciences,  and  all  the  other  accomplifh- 
'  rnents  of  education,  will  be  to  no  pur- 
'  pofe,  but  to  make  the  worfe  or  more 
«  dangerous  man.1      [Now  comes  the 
place  I  am  fo  much  delighted  otttftb/] 

*  And  indeed,  whatever  ftir  there  is  made 
'  about  getting  of  Latin,  as  the  great 
«  and   difficult    bufmefs,    his   mother,' 
[O  thank  you,  thank  you,  dear  Sir,  for 
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putting  this  excellent  author  into  my 
hands!']  'may  teach  it  him  herielf,  if 
'  fhe  will  but  fpend  two  or  three  hours 
1  in  a  day  with  him,'—  [if  Jhe  will? 
Never  fear,  dear  Sir,  but  I  will,  with 
the  bighejl  pleafure  in  the  world  /]  «  and 
'  make  him  read  the  Evangelifts  in  Latin 
4  to  her/  [//otu  /  long  to  be  five  or  fix 
years  older,  as  well  as  my  dearejl  babies^ 
that  I  may  enter  upon  this   charming 
ftheme!~\  '  For  fhe  need  but  buy  a  Latin 
Teftament,  and  having  got  fomebody 
to  mark  the  laft  fyllable  but  one,  where 
it  is  long,  in  words  above  two  fyllables, 
(which  is  enough  to  regulate  her  pro- 
nunciation and  accenting  the  words) 
read  daily  in  the  Gofpels,  and  then  let 
her  avoid  underftanding  them  in  Lathi, 
if  fhe  can/ 

Why   deareft,    dear  Sir,    you    have 
taught  me  almoft  all  this  already ;  and 
you,  my  beft  and  moft  beloved  tutor, 
have  told  me  often,  I  read  and  pronounce 
Latin  more  than  tolerably,    though  I 
don't  underftand  it :    but  this  method 
will  teach  me,  as  well  as  your  dear  chil- 
dren. But  thus  the  good  gentleman  pro- 
ceeds— '  And  when  fire  underftands  the 
Evangelifts   in  Latin,  let  her  in  the 
fame  manner  read  ^fop's  Fables,  and 
fo   proceed  on  to  Eutropius,   Juftin, 
andfuch  other  books.  I  do  not  mention 
this,'  adds  Mr.  Locke,*  as  an  imagi- 
nation of  what  I  fancy  may  do,  but 
as  of  a  thing   I  have  known  done, 
and  the  Latin  tongue  got  with  eafe  this 
way/ 

Mr.  Locke  proceeds  to  mention  other 
advantages,  which  the  child  may  receive 
from  his  mother's  inftru&ion,  which  I 
will  endeavour  more  and  more  to  qualify 
myfelf  for :  particularly,    after  he  has 
intimated,'  that,  '  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  child  is  learn  ing  French  and  Latin, 
he  may  be  entered  "alfo  in  arithmetick, 
geography,  chronology,  hiftory,  and 
geometry  too;  for  if,'  fays  he,  ( thele 
be  taught  him  in  French  or  Latin, 
when  he  begins  once  to  underftand 
either  of  thele  tongues,  he  will  get  a 
knowledge  in  thefe  fciences,   and  the 
language  to  boot  •/  After  he  has  inti- 
mated this,  I  fay,  he  proceeds  :  *  Geo- 
graphy, I  think,  fhould  be  begun  with  t 
for  the  learning  of  the  figure  of  the 
globe,  the  fituatioa  and  boundaries  of 
the  four  parts  of  the  world,  and  that 
ot  particular  kingdoms  and  countries, 
being  only  an  exercife  of  the  eyes  and 
memory,  a  child  with  pleafure  will  learn 
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c  and  retain  them.  And  this  is  fo  cer- 
«  tain,  that  I  now  live  in  a  houfe  with  a 
«  child,  whom  his  MOTHER  has  ib  well 
*  inftru&ed  this  way  in  geography/ 
[But  hadjhe  not,  do  you  think,  dear  Sir, 
fame  of  this  good  gentleman  s  kind  affift* 
ance  ?~\  '  that  he  knew  the  limits  of  the 
four  parts  of  the  world ;  would  readily 
point,  being  afked,  to  any  country 
upon  the  globe,  or  any  county  in  the 
map  of  England ;  knew  all  the  great 
rivers,  promontories,  {freights,  and 
bays  in  the  world,  and  could  find  the 
longitude  and  latitude  of  any  place, 
before  he  was  fix  years  old-' 
There's  for  you,  dear  Sir! — See  what 
a  mother  can  do  if  me  pleafes  ! 

I  remember,  Sir,  formerly,  in  that 
fweet  *  chariot  conference,  at  the  dawn- 
ing of  my  hopes  when  all  my  dangers 
were  happily  over,  (a  conference  I  fhall 
always  think  of  with  pleafure)  that  you 
aikedme,  how  I  would  bellow  my  time, 
fvipoofing  the  neighbouring  ladies  would 
be  above  being  feen  in  my  company  j 
when  I  mould  have  no  vifits  to  receive 
or  return  j  no  parties  of  pleafure  to  join 
in  5  no  card-tables  to  employ  rny  winter 
evenings  ? 

I  then,  Sir,  tranfported  with  my  open- 
ing profpecls,  prattled  to  you,  how  well 
I  would  endeavour  to  pafs  my  time  in  the 
family  management  and  accounts,  in 
vifits  now-and-then  to  the  indigent  and 
worthy  poor;  in  mufick  fometimes;  in 
reading,  in  writing,  in  my  fuperior  du- 
ties— And  I  hope  I  have  not  behaved 
quite  unworthily  of  my  promifes. 

But  I  alfo  remember,  dear  Sir,  what 
once  you  faid  on  a  certain  occafion., which 
HOW,  fince  the  fair  profpecl  is  no  longer 
diftant,  and  that  I  have  been  fo  long 
your  happy,  thrice  happy  wife,  I  may 
repeat  without  thofe  biulhes  which  then 
covered  my  face :  thus  then,  withawo- 
deft  grace,  and  with  that  virtuous  en- 
dearment, that  is  fo  beautiful  in  your 
fex,  as  well  as  in  ours,  whether  in  the 
character  of  lover  or  hufband,  maiden  or 
wife,  you  were  pleaied  to  fay — *  And 
'  I  hope,  my  Pamela,  to  have  fuper- 
'  added  to  all  thefe,  fueh  an  employ- 
*  ment  as — '  in  fhort,  Sir,  I  am  now 
blefled  with,  and  writing  of  j  no  lefs 
than  the  ufeful  part  I  may  be  able  to 
take  in  the  firft  education  of  your  beloved 
babies ! 
$.nd  aowj  mud  add,  that  this  pleaf  - 


i  fig  hope  fets  me  above  all  other  diverlions : 
I  \viih  for 'no  parties  of  pleafure  but  with 
you,  my  d^areft  Mr.  B.  and  thefe  are 
parties  that  will  improve  me,  and  make 
me  more  capable  of  the  other,  and  more 
worthy  of  your  converfauon,  and  of  the 
time  you  pafs  (beyond  what  I  could  ever 
have  promifed  to  my  utmod  wi(hes)  in 
fuch  poor  company  as  mine,  for  no  other 
reafon  but  becaufe  I  love  to  be  inftrucl- 
ed,  and  take  my  lefTons  well,  as  yon  are 
pleafed  to  lay :  and  indeed  I  muft  be  a 
lad  dunce,  if  I  did  not,  from  fo  ikiifui 
and  fo  beloved  a  mailer. 

I  want  no  card-table  amufements  :  for 
I  hope,  in  a  few  years,  (and  a  proud  hone 
it  is)  to  be  able  to  teach  your  dear  little 
ones  the  firll  rudiments,  as  Mr.  Locke 
points  the  way,  of  Latin,  of  French, 
and  of  geography,  and  arithmetick. 

O  my  dear  Mr.  B.  by  your  help  and 
countenance,  what  may  I  not  be  able  to 
teach  them  !  and  how  may  I  prepare  the 
way  for  a  tutor's  inflru£tions,  and  give 
him  him  up  minds  half  cultivated  to  his 
hands  ! — And  all  this  time  improve  my- 
fclf  too,  not  only  in  fcience,  but  in  na- 
ture, by  tracing  in  the  little  babes  what 
all  mankind  are,  and  have  been,  from 
infancy  to  riper  years,  and  watching  the 
fweet  dawn  ings  of  reafon,  and  delight- 
ing in  every  bright  emanation  of  that  ray 
of  divinity  lent  to  the  human  mind,  for 
great  and  happy  purpoies,  when  rightly 
pointed  and  directed  ! 

There  is  no  going  further  in  this  letter, 
after  thefe  charming  recollections  and 
hopes  :  for  they  bring  me  to  that  grate- 
ful remembrance,  to  whom,  under  GOD, 
I  owe  them  all,  and  alfo  what  I  have 
been  for  fo  happy  a  period,  and  what  I 
am,  which  is,  what  will  ever  be  my  pride 
and  my  gloryj  and  well  it  may,  when  I 
look  back  to  my  beginning,  which  I  ever 
mall,  with  humble  acknowledgment,  and 
can  call  myfelf,  deareft  Mr.  B. your  ho- 
noured and  honouring,  and,  /  hope  I  may 
fay,  in  time,  ufeful  *wifey 

P.B. 


LETTER    LV. 

MY   DEAREST  MR.   B. 

HAVING  in  my  former  letters  faid 
as  much  as  is  neceflary  to  let  you 
into  my  notion  of  the  excellent  book  you 
put  into  my  hands,  and  having  touched 
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thofe  points  in  which  the  children  of  both 
fexes  may  be  concerned,  (with  Ibme  art 
in  my  intention,  I  own)  in  hopes  that 
they  would  not  be  fo  much  out  of  the 
way,  as  to  make  me  repent  of  the  honour 
and  pleafure  you  have  done  me,  in  com- 
mitting the  dear  Mils  Goodwin  to  my 
care;  I  fhall  now  very  quickly  fet  myfelf 
about  the  little  book  which  I  have  clone 
myfelf  the'honouv  to  mention  to  VOM. 

You  have  been  fb  good  as  to  tell  me, 
(at  the  fame  time  that  you  have  not  dif- 
approved  thefe  my  fpecimen  letters  as  I 
may  call  them)  that  you  will  kindly  ac  • 
ceptofmy  intended  prefent,  and  you  en- 
courage me  to  proceed  in  it;  and  as  I  mall 
leave  one  fide  of  the  leaf  blank  for  your 
corrections  and  alterations,  thofe  cor- 
rections will  be  a  fine  help  and  inftruc- 
tion  to  me  in  the  plenfing  tafk,  which  I 
propofe  to  myfelf,  of  afliiting  in  the  ear- 
ly education  of  the  dear  children,  which 
it  has  pleafed  GOD  to  give  you.  And 
as,  poflibly,  I  may  be  years  in  writing 
it,  as  the  dear  babies  improve,  and  as  I 
myfelf  improve,  by  the  opportunities 
which  their  advances  in  years  will  give 
me,  and  the  experience  I  mall  gain,  I 
fliail  then,  perhaps,  venture  to  give  my 
notions  and  obfervations  on  the  more 
material  and  nobler  parts  of  education, 
as  well  as  the  inferior  :  for  (but  that  I 
think  the  fubjects  above  my  prefent  abi- 
lities) Mr.  Locke's  book  would  lead  me 
into  feveral  remarks,  that  might  not  be 
xmufeful,and  which  appear  to  me  intirely 
new  j  though  that  may  be  owing  to  my 
(lender  reading  and  opportunities,  per- 
haps. 

ButwliaVnydeareft  Mr.  B.  I  won  Id 
now  touch  xoon,  is  a  word  or  two  Itill 
more  particularly  upon  the  education  of 
my  own  fex  j  a  topick  which  naturally 
rifes  to  me  from  the  fubie£t  of  my  laft 
letter.  For  there,  dear  Sir,  we  faw,  that 
the  mothers  might  teach  the  child  this 
part  of  fcience  and  that  part  of  inlhijc- 
tion ;  and  who,  I  pray,  as  our  fex  is  ge- 
neraily~educated,  mall  teach  the  mothers? 
How,  in  a  word,  fliall  they  come  by  their 
knowledge  ? 

I  know  you "11  be  apt  to  fay,  thatMifs 
Goodwin  gives  all  the  promifes  of  becom- 
ing a  fine  young  lady,  and  takes  her 
learning,  and  loves  reading,  and  makes 
very  pretty  reflections  upon  all  (he  reads, 
and  afks  very  pertinent  queflions,  and  is 
3.S  knowing,  at  her  years,  as  moflt young 
ladies.  This  is  very  true,  Sir,  but  it  is 
•t$ot  every  one  that  can  boait  Mif&  Good- 


win's capacity,  and  goodnefs  of  temper, 
which  have  enabled  her  to  get  up  a  good 
deal  of  hfl  time,  as  I  muft  call  it;  for 
the  firli-four  years  in  the  dear  child  were 
a^erfea  blank,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  juft 
as  if  the  pretty  dear  was  born  the  day  (he 
was  four  years  old  :  for  what  me  had  to 
unlearn  as  to  temper,  and  will,  and  fuch 
things,  fet  againft  what  little  improve- 
ments (he  had  made,  might  very  fairly  be 
compounded  for,  as  a  blank. 

I  would  indeed  have  a  girl  brought 
up  to  her  needle,  but  I  would  not  have 
all  her  time  employed  in  fam  piers,  and 
learning  to  mark,  and  to  do  thofe  un- 
neceifary  things,  which  fhe  will  never, 
probably,  be  called  upon  to  praclife. 

And  why,  pray,  my  clear  Mr.  B.  are 
not  girls  intitled  to  the'  famefirjl  educa- 
tion, though  not  to  the  fame  plays  and 
diverfions,  as  boys  ;  fo  far  at  leaft,  as  is 
fuppofed  by  Mr.  Locke  a  mother  can 


Would  not  this  lay  a  foundation  for 
their  future  improvement,  and  direct  their 
inclinations  to  ufeful  fubjefts,  fuch  as 
would  make  them  above  the  imputations 
of  fome  unkind  gentlemen,  who  allot  to 
their  parts  common  tea-table  prattle, 
while  they  do  all  they  can  to  make  them 
fit  for  nothingelfe,  and  then  upbraid  them 
for  it  ?  And  would  not  the  men  find  us 
better  and  more  fuitable  companions  and 
afiiftants  to  them  in  ever)'  ufeful  purpofe 
of  life  ?  —  O  that  your  lordly  fex  were  ail 
like  my  dear  Mr.  B.  —  I  don't  mean  that 
they  mould  all  take  raw,  uncouth,  un- 
bred, lowly  girls,  as  I  was,  from"  the 
cottage,  and,  deftroying  all  diftin&ion, 
make  fuch  their  wives.  I  cannot  mean 
this  :  becaufe  there  is  a  far  greater  like- 
lihood, that  fuch  a  one,  when  fhe  comes 
to  be  lifted  up  into  fo  dazzling  a  fphere, 
would  have  her  head  made  giddy  with 
her  exaltation,  than  that  fhe  would  ba- 
lance herfelf  well  in  it  :  and  then  to  what 
a  blot,  over  all  the  fair  page  of  a  long 
life,  would  this  little  drop  of  dirty  ink 
fpread  itfelf  !  What  a  (landing  difrepu- 
tation  to  the  choice  of  a  gentleman  ! 

But  this  I  mean,  that  after  a  gentle- 
man had  entered  into  the  marriage  ftate- 
with  a  young  creature  (faying  nothing  at 
all  of  birth  or  defcent)  far  inferior  to 
him  in  learning,  in  parts,  in  knowledge 
of  the  world,  and  in  all  the  graces  which 
make  converfhtion  agreeable  and  im- 
proving, he  would,  as  you  do,  endea- 
vour to  make  her  fit  company  for  him- 
felf,  as  he  fliall  find  me  is  willing  to  im- 
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prove,  and  capable  of  improvement : 
that  he  would  direft  her  taite,  point  cut 
to  her  proper  fubje&s  for  her  amuiemcnt 
and  inftruclion;  travel  with  her  now- 
and-then,  a  month  in  a  year  perhaps  j 
and  (hew  her  the  world,  after  he  has  en- 
couraged her  to  put  herfelf  foi-ward  at 
his  own  table,  and  at  the  houfes  of  his 
friends,  and  has  feen,  that  (he  will  not 
do  him  great  di (credit  any- where.  What 
obligations,  and  opportunities  too,  will 
this  give  her  to  love  and  hono-ir  fuch  a 
hufband,  every  hour,  more  and  more  ! 
as  (he  will  fee  his  wifdom  in  a  thoufand 
inftances,  and  experience  his  indulgence 
to  her  in  ten  thoufand,  (for  which  other- 
wife  no  opportunity  could  have  fo  fitly 
offered)  to  the  praife  of  his  politeneis, 
and  the  honour  of  them  both ! — And 
then,  when  feleft  parties  of  pleafure  or 
buiincfs  engaged  him  not  abroad,  in  his 
borne  converfation,  to  have  him,  as  my 
dear  Mr.  B.  does,  delight  to  initruft  and 
open  her  views,  and  infpire  her  with  an 
ambition  to  enlarge  her  mind,  and  more 
and  more  to  excef !  What  an  intellectual 
kind  of  married  life,  as  I  may  call  it, 
would  fuch  perfons  find  theirs  !  Aad 
how  fuitable  to  the  rules  of  policy  and 
fdf-love  in  the  gentleman  !  for  is  not  the 
wife,  and  are  not  her  improvements,  all 
bis  oivn  ? — Ahfoluteljj  as  I  may  fay, 
bis  O'-wn  ?  And  does  not  every  excellence 
flie  can  be  adorned  by,  redound  to  her 
iuifband's  honour,  becaufe  flie  is  bis, 
even  more  than  to  her  oivn  ? — In  like 
manner  as  no  diihonouraffecls  a  manfo 
much,  as  that  which  he  receives  from  a 
bad  wife. 

But  where,  would  fome  fay,  were  they 
to  fee  what  I  write,  is  iuch  a  gentleman 
as  Mr.  B.  to  be  met  with  ?  Look  around 
and  fee  where,  with  all  the  advantages  of 
fex,  of  education,  of  travel,  of  conver- 
fation in  the  open  world,  a  gentleman  of 
his  abilities  tpinftruft  and  inform,  is  to 
be  found  ?  And  there  are  others,  who, 
perhaps,  will  queftion  the  capacities  or 
inclinations  of  ourfexin  general,  to  im- 
prove in  ufeftil  knowledge,  were  they  to 
meet  with  fuch  kind  inftruclors,  either 
in  the  characters  of  parents  or  huf- 
bands. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  grant,  that  it  is  not 
cafy  to  find  fuch  a  gentleman  :  but  for 
the  fecond,  (if  it  would  be  excufed  in 
me,  who  am  one  of  the  fex,  and  fo  may 
be  thought  partial  to  it)  I  could,  by 
companions  drawn  from  the  gentlemen 
and  ladies  within  the  circle  of  my  ovva 


acquaintance,  produce  hnlances,  which 
are  fo  flagrantly  in  their  favour,  as  might 
make  it  iiifpecled,  that  it  is  policy  more 
than  juftice,  in  th»fe  who  would  keep 
our  fcx  unacquainted  with  that  more  eli- 
gible turn  of  education,  which  gives  the 
gentlemen  fo  many  advantages  over  us  in 
tkat^  and  which  will  (hew,  they  have 
none  at  all  in  nature  or  genius. 

I  know  you  will  pardon  me,  dear  Sir  j 
for  you  are  Ib  exalted  above  your  Pamela, 
by  nature  and  education  top,  that  you 
cannot  apprehend  anyinconveniencefrcm 
bold  comparifons.  I  will  take  the  liberty 
therefore  to  mention  a  few  inftances 
among  our  friends,  where  the  ladies, 
notwithstanding  their  more  cramped  and 
confined  education,  make  more  than  an 
equal  figure  with  the  gentlemen  in  all  the 
graceful  parts  of  converfation,  in  fpite 
of  the  contempts  poured  out  upon  our 
fex  by  fome  witty  gentlemen,  whofe 
writings  I  have  in  my  eye. 

To  begin  then  with  Mr.  Murray,  and 
Mifs  Darnford  that  was  :  Mr.  Murray 
has  the  reputation  of  fcholarfhip,  arid 
has  travelled  too :  but  how  infinitely  is 
he  furpafled  in  every  noble  and  ufeful 
quality,  and  in  greatnefs  of  mind,  and 
judgment,  as  well  as  wit,  by  the  young 
lady  I  have  named  ?  This  we  faw,  when 
tail  at  the  Hall,  in  fifty  inftances ,  where 
the  gentleman  Was,  you  know,  Sir,  on  a 
vifit  to  Sir  Simon  and  his  lady. 

Next,  dear  Sir,  permit  me  to  obfcrve, 
tbat  my  good  Lord  Pavers,  with  all  his 
advantages,  born  a  counfcllor  of  the 
realm,  and  educated  accordingly,  does 
not  furpafs  his  lady. 

My  Countefs,  as  I  delight  to  call  her, 
and  Lady  Betty,  her  eldeft  daughter, 
greatly  furpaffed  the  Earl,  and  her  eldeft 
brother,  in  every  point  of  knowledge, 
and  even  learning,  as  I  may  fay,  although 
both  ladies  owe  that  advantage  princi- 
pally to  their  own  cultivation  and  ac- 
quirement. 

Let  me  prefume,  Sir,  to  name  Mr.  H.; 
and  when  I  have  named  him,  fhall  \ve 
not  be  puzzled  to  find  any-where  in  our 
lex,  one  remove  from  vulgar  life,  a  wo- 
man that  will  not  out-do  "Mr.  H.  ? 

Lady  Darnford,  upon  all  ufeful  fub- 
jefts,  makes  a  much  brighter  figure  than 
Sir  Simon,  whofe  knowledge  of  the 
world  has  not  yet  made  him  acquainted 
with  hiinfelf. — Mr.  Arthur  excels  not 
his  lady. 

Mrs.  Towers,  a  maiden  lady,    is  an 

over-match  for  half  a  dozen  of  the  neigh- 
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bouring  gentlemen  I  could  name,  in 
what  is  called  wit  and  politenefs,  and  not 
inferior  to  any  of  them  in  judgment. 

I  could  multiply  inftances  of  this  na- 
ture, were  it  needful,  to  the  confutation 
of  that  low,  and  I  had  almoft  faid,  un~ 
ynanly  contempt,  with  which  a  certain 
celebrated  genius  treats  our  fex  in  gene- 
ral, in  moft  of  his  pieces  that  I  have  feen ; 
particularly  his  Letter  of  Aivice  to  a 
new -married  Lady ;  a  letter  writ  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  mutt  difguft,  inftead  of  in- 
ih-iiclingj  and  looks  more  like  the  advice 
of  an  enemy  to  .they**,  and  a  bitter  one 
too,  than  a  friend  to  fat  particular  lady. 
But  I 'ought  to  beg  pardon  for  this  my 
prefumption,  for  two  reafonsj  firft,  be- 
caufe  of  the  truly  admirable  talents  of 
riiis  writer;  and  next,  becaufe  we  know 
Tiot  what  ladies  the  ingenious  gentleman 
may  have  fallen  among  in  his  younger 
clays. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  J  conclude, 
tjiat  Mr.  B,  is  almoft  the  only  gentle- 
man, who  excels  every  lady  that  I  have 
iperi;  Co  greatly  excels,  that  even  the 
Emanations  of  his  excellence  irradiate  a 
lb\v  cottnge-born  girl,  and  make  her  pafs 
3mqng  ladies  of  birth  and  education  for 
Jbmebody, 

-•  Forgive  my  pride,  dear  Sir  5  biit  it 
would  be  almoft:  a  crime  in  your. Pamela 
not  to  exult  hi  the  mild  benignity  of  thofe 
rays,  by  which  her  beloved  Mr.'B.  en- 
deavours lo  make  her  look  up  to  his  own 
i\mrsy  fphere;  while  (he,  by  the  advan- 
tage only  of  his  reflected  glory,  in  bis 
abience.  which  makes  a  dark  night  to  her, 

flides  along  with  her  paler  and  fainter 
caminefs,  and  makes  a  diftinguilhing 
figure  among  lUvh  lefler  planets,  as  can 
only  poorly  twinkle  and  glimmer,  for 
want  of  the  aid  fhe  boaits  of. 

I  dare  not,  Sir,  conjecture  whence 
ariies  this  more  than  parity  in  the  genius 
:  fexes,  among  the  perfons  I  have 
in  -iitioned,  notwithstanding  thcdilpanty 
.".cation,  and  the  difference  in  the 
opportunities  of  each.  This  might  lead 
one  ir.to  too  pi-cud  a  thought  in  favour  of 
a  fex  too  contemptuously  treated  by  fome 
Giber  wits  I  could  name,  who,  indeed, 
are  the  l^fs  to  be  regarded,  as  they  love 
to  jcil  uppn  all  GOD  Almighty's  works : 
yet"  might  I  better  do  it,  too,  than  any 
body,  fince,  as  I  have  intimated  above, 
I  am  fo  infinitely  tranfcendexl  by  my 
hv.fband,  that  no  competition,  priile,  or 
Vanity,  could  be  apprehended  from  me. 
JBut,  however,  I  would  only  beg  of  the 


gentlemen,  who  .are  fo  free  13  their  con- 
tempts of  us,  that  they  would,  for 
oaivz  fakes,  (and  that,  with  fuch,  gene- 
rally goes  a  great  way)  rather  try  to  ini- 
prove  tian  depreciate  us:  we  mould  then 
make  better  daughters,  better  wives, 
better  mothers,  and  better  miftrerTes  :  and 
who  (permit  me,  Sir,  to  afk  thefe  people) 
would  be  fo  much  the  better  for  thefe  op- 
portunities and  amendments,  as  our  up* 
braiders  themielves  ? 

On  re-perufmgwhat  I  have  written,  I 
mud  repeatedly  beg  your  excufe,  deal- 
Sir,  for  thefe  proud  notions  in  behalf  of 
my  fex.  I  can  truly  fay,  that  they  are 
not,  if  I  know  myfelf,  owing  to  partia- 
lity, becaufe  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one 
of  it 5  but  to  a  better  motive  by  far:  for 
what  does  this  contemptuous  treatment  of 
one  half,  if  not  the  better  half,  of  the 
human  fpecies,  naturally  produce,  but 
libei  tinifm  and  abandoned  wickednefs  ? 
for  does  it  not  tend  to  make  the  daugh- 
ters, the  fitters,  the  wives  of  gentlemen, 
the  fubjecls  of  profligate  attempts? — 
poesjt  not  render  the  lex  vile  in  the  eyes 
of  the  mcft  vile?  And  when  a  lady  is  no 
longer  beheld  by  fuch  perfons  with  that 
dignity  and  reverence,  with  which  per- 
haps, the  graces  of  her  perfon,  and  the 
innocence  of  her  mind,  mould  facredly, 
as  it  Were,  encompafs  her,  do  not  her 
very  excellencies  become  fo  many  in- 
centives  for  bafe  wretches  to  attempt  her 
virtue,  and  bring  about  her  ruin  ? 

What  then  may  not  wicked  wit  have 
to  anfwer  for,  when  it's  pofleflbrs  profti- 
tute  it  to-fuch  unmanly  pyrpofes  ?  And 
as  if  they  had  never  had  a  mother,  a  fifter, 
a  daughter  of  their  own,  throw  down,  as 
much  as  in  them  lies,  thofe  facred  fences; 
whicn  may  lay  the  fair  inciofure  open  to 
die  invafions  of  every  clumller  and  viler 
bead  of  prey,  who,  though  deftitute  of 
their  wit,  yet  corrupted  by  it,  mall  fill 
tiv.ir  mouths,  as  well  as  their  hearts,  with 
the  borrowed  mifchief,  and  propagate  it, 
from  one  to  another,  to  the  end  of"  time  j 
and  who,  otherwife,  would  have  palled  by 
the  uninvcided  fence,  and  only  mewed 
their  teeth,  and  iharled  at  the  wellr 
fecured  fold  within  it ! 

You  cannot, my deareft  Mr.  B.  I  know 
you  cannot,  be  angry  at  this  romantick 
painting;  iinceyou  are  n.ot  affected  by  it : 
for  when  yoii  were  at  worft,  you  acTed 
(more  dcjngeroufly,  'tis  true,  for  the  poor 
innocents)  a  principal  part,  and  were  as 
a  lion  among  beafts — Do,  dear  Sir,  let 
me  fay  aitu»g,  this  one  time— You  fcornT 

cd 


fcd  to  borrow  any  man's  wit*,  and  if  no-; 
body  had  followed  your  example,  till 
they  had  had  your  qualities,  the  number 
of  rakes  would  have  been  but  fmalL  Yet, 
deareft  Sir,  don't  miftake  me  neither;  I 
am  not  Co  mean  as  to  befpeak  your  favour 
by  extenuating  your  failings  :  if  I  were, 
you  would  defei  vedly  defpiie  me.  For, 
•Undoubtedly,  (I  mujl  fay  it,  Sir)  your 
faults  were  the  greater  for  your  per- 
fections :  and  fuch  talents  mifapplied,  as 
they  made  you  more  capable  of  mifchief, 
fo  did  they  inc'reafe  the  evil  of  your 
practices,  All  then  that  I  mean  by  faying 
jpou  are  not  afte£led  by  this  painting,  is, 
that  you  are  not  affe&ed  by  the  defcrip^ 
tion  I  have  given  of  clumfy  and  fordid 
takes,  whofe  <vjit  is  bofronved,  and  their 
tfaickednefs  only  what  they  may  call  their 
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you,  by  that  one  word,  retrcfpeElion,  of 
the  charming  converiadon  we  had  there, 
on  cur  return  from  the  rooms. 

If  this  be  not  one  of  thofe  proper  op- 
portunities, forgive,  deareft  Sir,  the  un- 
reaibnablenefs  of  your  very  impertinent, 
but,  in  intention  and  relblution,  ever 
dutiful 


Then,  dear  Sir,  fince  that  noble  conver- 
fation,  which  you  held  with  me  at  Tun- 
Bridge,  in  relation  to  the  confequences  that 
might,  had  it  not  been  for  GOD'S  grace 
intervening,  have  followed  the  mafquerade 
affair,  I  have  the  pleafure,  the  inexpref- 
fible  pleafure,  to  find  a  thorough  re- 
Formation,  from  the  beft  motives,  taking 
place  ;  and  your  joining  with  me  in  my 
clofet,  (as  opportunity  permits)  in  my 
evening  duties,  is  the  charming  con- 
firmation of  your  kind  and  voluntary, 
and  I  am  proud  to  fay,  your  pious  af- 
furances!  fo  that  this  makes  me  fearlefs 
of  yoiirdifpleafure,  while  I  rather  triumph 
in  my  joy,  for  your  precious  foul's  fake, 
than  prefume  to  think  of  recriminatingj 
and  when  (only  this  one  time  for  all,  and 
for  ever)  I  take  the  liberty  of  looking  back 
from  the  delightful  wotv,  to  the  painful 
formerly  I 

But,  what  a  rambler  am  I  again  !  You 
command  me,  Sir,  to  write  to  you  all  I 
think,  without  fear.  I  obey,  and,  as  the 
phrafe  is,  doit  without  either/mr  or  <wit. 

If  you  are  not  difpleafed,  it  is  a  mark 
of  the  true  noblenefs  of  your  nature,  and 
the  lincerity  of  your  late  pious  declara-* 
tions. 

If  you  are>  I  mall  be  fure  I  have  done 
wrong  in  having  applied  a  corrofive  to 
eat  away  the  proud  flcfli  of  a  ivoutut, 
that  is  not  yet  fo  thoro  ghly  digefted,  as 
to  bear  a  painful  application,  and  requires 
balfam,  and  a  gentler  treatment.  But 
when  we  were  at  Bath,  I  remember  what 
you  laid  once  of  the  benefit  of  retrofpec- 
tioaj  and  you  charged  me,  whenever  a 
opportunity  "offered,  to  remind 


LETTER  LVI. 

FROM  MRS.  B.  TO  HER  FATHER  ANI> 
MOTHER. 

EVER  DEAfc,AND  EVER  HONOURED, 

IMuft  write  this  one  letter  to  you,  al- 
though I  have  had  the  happinefs  to 
fee  you  fo  lately;  becaufe  Mr.  B.  is  now 
about  to  honour  me  with  the  tour  he  fo 
kindly  promiled  to  me,  when  with 
you;  and  it  may  therefore  be  feveral 
months,  perhaps,  before  I  have  again  the 
pleafure  of  paying  you  the  like  dutiful 
relpecls. 

You  know  his  kind  promife,  that  he 
would,  for  every  dear  baby  I  prefent  him 
with,  take  an  excurfion  with  me  after- 
wards, in  order  to  eftablim  and  confirm 
my  health. 

The  tafk  I  have  undertaken  of  dedi- 
cating all  my  writing  amu femems  to  the 
deareft  of  men ;  the  full  employment  I 
have,  when  at  home ;  the  frequent  ram- 
bles he  has  been  fo  often  pleafed  to  in- 
dulge me  in,  with  my  dear  Mils  Good- 
win, to  Kent,  to  London,  to  Bedford- 
mire,  to  Lincolnfhire,  and  to  my  Lady 
Davers,  take  from  rne  the  neceility  of 
writing  to  your  honoured  felves,  to  my 
Mifs  Darnford  that  was,  and  to  Lady 
Davers,  fo  often  as  I  formerly  thought 
myfelf  obliged  to  do,  when  I  faw  all  my 
worthy  friends  fo  feldom;  the  fame 
things,  moreover,  with  little  variation, 
occurring  this  year,,  as  to  our  converfa- 
tions,  viiits,  friends,  employments,  and 
amufements,  that  fell  out  the  laft;  as  mull 
be  the  cafe,  in  a  family  fo  uniform  and 
methodical  as  ours. 

I  have  for  thefe  reafons,  more  leifurfc 
to  purfue  my  domeftick  duties,  which  are 
increafed  upon  me  5  and  when  I  have  faid, 
that  I  am  every  day  more  and  more  hap- 
py in  my  beloved  Mr.  B.  in  Mifs  Good- 
win, my  Billy,  and  my  Davers,  and 
now,  newly,  in  my  fweet  little  Pamela, 
(for  fo,  you  know,  Lady  Davers  wou!4 
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have  her  called,  rather  than  by  her  own 
name)  what  can  I  lay  more  ? 

As  to  the  tour  I  fpoke  of,  you  krx>w, 
the  firrl  part  of  Mr.  B.'s  obliging  fcheme 
is  to  carry  me  to  France;  for  he  hasi,.  - 
ready  travelled  with  me  over  the  grcaicft 
part  of  England  ;  and  I  am  fure,  by  my 
paflage  lall  year,  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  I 
mall  not  be  afra;d  of  crolfing  the  water 
from  Dover  thither  ;  and  he  will,  when 
we  are  at  Paris,  he  fays,  take  my  father 
directions  (that  was  his  kindexpreflion) 
whither  to  go  next. 

My  Lord  and  Lady  Davers  are  fo 
good  as  to  promife  to  accompany  us  to 
Paris^jprovided  Mr.  B.  will  give  them 
his  and  niycompany  to  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
tor  a  month  or  fix  weeks,  whither  my 
lord  is  advifed  to  go.  And  Mr.  H.  if 
he  can  get  over  his  fear  of  crofTing  the 
ftlt  water,  is  to  be  of  the  party. 

Lady  G.  Mifs  Darnford  that  was, 
(who  likewife  has  lately  lain-in  of  a  nine 
daughter)  and  I,  are  to  correfyond,  as 
opportunity  offers;  and  fhe.is  fo  good  as 
to  promife  to  fend  to  you  what  I  write, 
as  formerly,  but  I  ruve  refilled  to  fay 
hrie  word  in  my  letters  of  the  manners, 
cuftoms,  curiofities,  &c.  of  the  places  we 
fee,  becavife,  firft,  I  fhall  not  have  kifurej 
and,  next,  becaufe  thofe  things  are  fo 
much  better  defcribed  in  books  already 
printed,  written  by  perfons  who  made 
tfrifter  and  better  ob&rvations  than  I  can 
pretend  to  make:  fo  th'at  what  I  (hall 
write  will  relate  only  to  our  private  felves, 
and  fliall  be  as  brief  as  poflible. 

If  w«  are  to  do  as  Mr.  B.  has  it 
in  his  thoughts,  he  intends  to  be  out  of 
England  two  years : — but  how  can  I 
bear  that,  if  for  your  fakes  only,  and  for 
thofe  of  my  dear  babies! — But  this 
muft  be  my  time,  my  only  time,  Mr.  B. 
tells  me,  to  ramble  and  fee  diftant  places 
and  countries ;  for  he  is  plenfed  to  fay, 
that  as  foon  as  his  little-ones  are  ca- 
pable of  my  inftru&icns,  and  begin  to 
underftand  my  looks  and  figns,  he  will 
not  fpsre  me  from  them  a  week  together ; 
and  he  is  fo  kind  as  to  propofe,  tfcat  my 
dear  bold  boy  (for  every  one  fees  how 
greatly  he  refembles  his  papa  in  his  dear 
forward  fpirit)  (hall  go  with  ns ;  and  this 
pleafes  Mifs  Goodwin  highly,  who  is 
very  fond  of  him,  and  my  little  Davers; 
but  vows  me  will  never  love  fo  well  my 
pretty  black-eyed  Pamela. 

You  fee  what  a  fweetgirl  Mifs  is,  and 
you  admired  h°r  much  :  did  I  tell  you, 
*,*.*. t  ilie  laid  to  me,  when  firft  (he" (aw 
you  both,  with  your  fiber  hairs,  and  re- 


verend countenances  ? — '  Madam,'  faid 
me,  '  I  dare  fay,  your  prfpa  and  mamma 

honoured  tbiir  father  and  mother-.' 

«  They  did,  my  dear;  but  what  is  your 
reafon  for  faying  fo?' — '  Becaufe,'  re- 
plied me, '  they  have  lived  fo  long  in  the 
«  land  which  the  Lord  their  GOD  has 
*'  given  them.'  I  took  the  charmer  in  my 
arms,  and  kifledher  three  or  four  times, 
as  fhe  deferved;  for  was  not  this  very 
pretty  in  the  child  ? 

I  mult,  with  inexprefTible  pleafure, 
write  you  word,  how  happily  GOD'S  Pro- 
vidence has  now,  at  lait,  turned  that  af- 
fair, which  once  made  me  fo  uneafy,  in 
relation  to  the  fine  Countefs,  (who  has 
been  fome  time  abroad)  of  whom  you  had 
heard,  as  you  told  me,  fome  reports, 
which  had  you  known  at  the  time,  would 
have  made  you  very  apprehenfive  for  Mr. 
B.'s  morals,  as  well  as  for  my  repofe. 

I  will  now  (becaufe  I  can  do  it  with 
the  higheft  pleafure,  by  reafon  of  the 
event  which  it  has  produced)  give  you 
the  particulars  of  that  dark  affair,  fo  far 
as  (hall  make  you  judges  of  my  prefent 
joy:  although  I  had  hitherto  avoided  en- 
tering into  that  fubjec't:  to  you.  For  now 
I  think  myfelf,  by  GOD'S  grace,  fecure 
of  the  afftclion  and  fidelity  of  the  beft  of 
hufbands,  and  that  from  the  worthiest 
motives;  as  you  fhall hear. 

There  was  but  one  thing  wanting,  my 
dear  parents,  to  complete  all  the  happi- 
nefs  I  wifhed  for  in  this  life:  and  that 
was,  the  remote  hope  I  had  entertained, 
that  one  day,  my  dear  Mr.B.  who  from  a 
licentious  gentleman  became  a  moralift, 
would  be  fo  touched  by  the  Divine  grace, 
as  to  become,  in  time,  more  than  moral, 
a  religious  man,  and  that  he  would,  at 
laft,  join  in  the  duties  which  he  had  the 
goodrefs  to  countenance. 

For  this  reafon,  I  began  with  mere 
indifpenfables .  I  crowded  not  his  gates 
with  objefls  of  charity :  I  vifited  them  at 
their  homes,  and  relieved  them ;  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  worthy  indigent  (made 
fo  by  unavoidable  accidents  and  cafual- 
ties)  from  the  wilfully,  or  perverfely,  or 
fottifhly  fuch,  by  greater  marks  of  my 
favour. 

I  confined  my  morning  and  evening 
devotions  to  my  own  clofet,  as  privately 
ns  pofTible^  left  I  fhould  give  offence  and 
difcouragement  to  fo  gay  a  temper,  fo 
unaccuftomed  (poor  gentleman  !)  to  ac~ls 
of  devotion  and  piety  j  while  I  met  his 
houfehold  together,  only  on  mornings 
and  evenings  of  the  Sabbath-day,  to  pre- 
pare them  for  their  publick  duties  in  the 

one, 
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•ne,  and  in  hopes  to  confirm  them  in 
what  they  had  heapd  at  church  in  the 
other;  learning  them  to  their  own  reflec- 
tions for  the  reil  of  the  week  5  after  I  had 
i'uggellcd  to  them  a  method  I  wiihed  to 
be  followed  by  themfelves,  and  in  which 
they  contlantly  obliged  me. 

This  good  ordei  Iv.id  it's  deiired  effect, 
and  our  Sabbath-day  aifcmblies  were  held 
with  ib  little  parade,  that  we  were  hardly 
any  of  us  miifcil.  All,  in  fhort,  was 
done  with  cheerful  eafe  and  compofure; 
and  every  one  of  us  was  better  difpofed 
to  our  domeftick  duties  by  this  method  : 
I,  to  attend  the  good  plealuie  of  my  belt 
friend ;  and  they,  to  attend  that  of  us 
both. 

In  this  manner,  we  went  on,  very  hap- 
pily, my  neighbourly  viiits  of  charity 
taking  up  no  more  time  than  common 
airings,  and  palling,  many  of  them,  for 
iuch;  my  private  duties  being  only  be- 
tween my  FIRST,  my  HEAVENLY  BE- 
NEFACTOR, and  mylelf,  and  my  fami- 
ly-ones (personally)  confined  to  the  day, 
Separated  for  thefe  bell:  of  fervices  ;  and 
Mr,  B.  pleafed  with  my  manner,  beheld 
the  good  effects,  and  countenanced  me 
by  his  praiies  and  his  endearments,  as 
acting  difcreetly,  as  not  falling  into  en- 
thufiafm,  and  (as  he  ufed  to  fay)  as  not 
aiming  at  being  righteous  over-much. 

But  ilill  I  wanted,  and  I  waited  for, 

with  humble  impatience,  and  I  made  it 

part  of  my  conllant  prayers,    that  the 

divine  Grace  would  at  ieail  touch  his 

heart,  and  make  him  more  than  a  coun- 

tenancer,  more  than  an  applauder  of  my 

duties:   that  he  might,  for  his  own  dear 

fake,become  a  partaker, a  partner  in  them. 

And  then,'  thought  I,  *  when  we  can 

hand  in  hand,  heart  in  heart,  onefpi- 

rit,  as  well  as  one  flefh,  join  in  the  fame 

clofet,  in  the  fame  prayers  and  thankf- 

givings,  what  a  happy  creature  mall  I 

be!' 

I  fay,  clofet:  for  I  durft  not  afpire  fo 
high,  as  to  hope  he  would  favour  me 
with  his  company  among  his  fervants, 
in  our  Sunday  devotions. — I  knew  it 
would  be  gsing  too  far,  in  his  opinion, 
to  expect  it  from  him.  In  me  their  mif- 
trefs,  had  I  been  ever  fo  hieh-born,  it 
was  not  amifs,  btcaufe  I,  and  they,  ^*ry 
one  of  us,  were  his\  I  in  one  degree, 
Mr.  Longman  in  another,  Mrs.  Jervis 
in  another — But  from  a  man  of  his  high 
tern  per  and  manner  of  education,  I  knew 
I  could  never  hope  for  it  \  fo  would  not 


lofe  every  thing,  by  grafping  at  too 
much. 

But  in  tire  midfl  of  all  thefe  comfort- 
able proceedings,  and  my  further  charm  - 
inghopes,a  nafty  masquerade  threw  into 
the  dear  gentleman's  way  a  temptation, 
which  for  a  time  blafted  all  my  profpects, 
and  indeed  made  me  doubt  my  own 
head  almoll.  For,  judge  what  my  dif- 
appointment  mull  be,  when  I  found  all 
my  wifhes  fruitrated,  all  my  prayers 
rendered  ineffectual :  his  very  morality, 
which  I  had  flattered  myfelf,  in  time, 
I  fhould  be  an  humble  ihftrument  to 
exalt  into  religion,  Ihqcked,  and  in  dan- 
ger; and  all  the  good  work  to  begin, 
again,  if  offended  Grace  mould  ever 
again  offer  itfelf  to  the  dear  wilful  tref- 
palTer ! 

But  who  mall  pretend  to  fcnitinizette 
councils  of  the  Almighty  ? — For  out  of 
all  this  evil  appearance  was  to  proceed 
the  real  good,  I  had  been  fo  long,  and 
fo  often,  fupplicating  for  ! 

The  dear  man  was  to  be  on  the  brink 
of  relapfmg :  it  was  proper,  that  I  mould 
be  ib  very  uneafy,  as  to  aflumea  conduct 
not  natural  to  my  temper,  and  to  raife 
his  generous  concern  for  me  :  and,  in 
the  very  crifis,  divine  Grace  interpofed, 
made  him  fenllble  of  his  danger,  made 
him  refolve  againll  his  error,  before  it 
was  yet  too  late;  and  his  Hiding  feet, 
quitting  the  llippery  path  he  was  in,  col- 
lected new  irrengjth,  and  he  flood  the 
firmer,  and  more  fecurefor  his  peril. 

For,  my  clear  parents,  having  happily 
put  an  end  to  that  affair,  and  by  his  uni- 
form conduct,  for  a  coniiderable  length 
of  time,  Ihewed  me  that  I  had  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  it,  he  was  pleafed, 
.when  we  were  lalt  at  Tunbridge  together, 
and  in  very  ferious  difcourfe  upon  divine 
fubjects,  to  fay  to  this  effect:  <  Is  there 
'  not,  my  Pamela,  a  text,  That  the  un- 

*  belie'ui.'ig  bujbandjball  he  laved  by  the 

*  believing  wife,  -while  he  beholds  her 
{  cbajle  confer fation  coupled  with  fear?' 

'  i"  need  not  tell  yon,  my  dear  Mr.  B. 

*  that  ther:;  i?,  nor  where  it  is.' 

*  Then,  my  dear,  I  begin  to  hope, 

*  that   will  be  my  cafe  ;  for,    from  a 
'  former  affair,  of  which  this  fpot  of 
4  ground  put  me  more  in  mind,  I  fee  fo 

*  much  i  ealbn  to  doubt  my  own  ftrength, 
'  which  I  had  built,  and,  as  I  thought, 
1  fectirely,  on  moral  foundations,  that  I 

*  muftlook  out  for  a  better  guide  to  con- 

*  duel  me,  than  the  proud  word  honour 

'  can 
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c  can  be,  m  the  general  acceptation  of 

*  it  among  us  lively  young  gentlemen. 

c  How  often,  my  deareft  love/  con- 
tinued he,  *  have  I  promifed  (and  I 

*  never  promifed,  but  I  intended  to  per  - 

*  form)  that  I  would  be  faithfully  and 

*  only  yours  !  How  often  have  I  declar- 
'  ed,  that  I  did  not  think  I  could  poffibly 

*  deferve  my  Pamela,  till  I  could  ihew 

*  her,  in  my  own  mind,    a  p-.irity  as 
'  nearly  equal  to  hers,  as  my  pall  cou- 
6  duct  would  admit  of! 

'  But  I  depended  too  much  upon  my 

*  own  ftrength :  and  I  am  no  w  convinced, 

*  that  nothing  tiut 

<  RELIGIOUS     CONSIDERATIONS, 

'  and  a  refblutitm  to  watch  over  the  very 

*  firjf  appearances  of  evil,  and  to  Check 

*  them,  as  they  arife,  can  be  of  fufficient 
'  weight  to  keep  ftea'^jy  to  his  good  pur- 
£  pofes,  a  vain  young  man,    too  little 

*  accuftomed  to  reftraint,  and  too  much 
'  ufed  to  play  upon  the  brink  of  dangers, 
'  from  a  temerity,  and  love  of  intrigue, 
4  natural  to  enterprifmg  minds. 

c  I  would  not,  my  beft  love,  make 

*  this  declaration  of  my  convictions  to 
'  you,  till  I  had  thoroughly  examined 
'  myfelf,  and  had  rtafon  to  hope,  that  I 
4   mould  be  enabled  to  make  it  good. 

*  And  now,  my  Pamela,  from  this  in- 
'  flant,  you  mall  be  my  guide;    and, 

*  only  taking  care,  that  you  do  not,  all 

*  at  once,  by  injunctions  too  rigorous, 

*  damp  and  difcourage  the  rifing  flame, 
'  I  will  leave  it  to  you  to  direct  as  you 

*  pleafe,    till,    by  degrees,    it  may  be 
'  deemed  worthy  to  mingle  with  your 
'  own.' 

Judge,  my  dear  parents,  how  raptu- 
rous my  joy  was  upon  this  occaiion,  and 
how  ready  I  was  to  blefs  GOD  for  a 
danger  (fo  narrowly  efcaped)  which  was 
attended  with  the  <very  confequences  that 
I  had  fo  long  prayed  for;  and  which  I 
little  thought  the  Divine  Providence  was 
bringing  about  by  the  very  means,  that, 
I  apprehended,  would  put  an  end  to  all 
rny  pleafmg  hopes  and  profpects  of  that 
nature. 

It  is  in  vain  for  me  to  think  of  finding 
words  to  exprefs  what  I  felt,  and  how 
I  acted,  on  this  occafion.  I  heard  him 
out  with  twenty  different  and  impatient 
emotions ;  and  then  threw  myfelf  at  his 
feet,  embracing  his  knees,  with  arms 
the  me  it  ardently  chfping !  My  face, 
lifted  r1'  to  Heaven,  and  to  his  face,"  by' 
tarns  y  my  eyes  overflowing  with  tears 


of  joy,  which  half  choaked  up  the 

fage  of  my  words.— At  laft,  his  kind 

inns  clafping  my  neck,  and  kiflmg'my 

tearful  cheek,  I  could  only  fay—'  My 

prayers,  my  ardent  prayers,  are  at  laft— 

at  laft — heard — May  GOD  Almighty, 

dear  Sir,  confirm  your  pious  purpofes ! 

And,  Oh!  what  a  happy  Pamela  have 

you  at  your  feet!' 

I  wept  for  joy  till  I  fobbed  again— 
nd  he  railing  me  to  his  kind  arms,  wherr 
could  fpeak,  I  raid — 'To  have  this 
heavenly  profpect,  O  beft  beloved  of 
my  heart!  added  to  all  my  earthly  blef- 
fings  ! — How  mall  I  contain  my  joy  » 
— For,  Oil!  to  think  that  my  dear 
Mr.  B.  is,  and  will  be,  mine,  and  I 
his,  through  the  mercies  of  GOD, 
when  this  tranfitory  life  is  paft  and 
gone,  to  all  eternity;  what  a  rich 
thought  is  this  !— Methinks,- 1  am  al- 
ready, dear  Sir,  ceafing  to  be  mortal, 
and  beginning  to  tafte  t'rre  perfection 
of  thofejoys,  which  this  thrice  wel- 
come declaration  gives  me  hope,of  here- 
after ! — But  what  fhall  I  fay,  obliged 
as  I  was  beyond  expremon  before,  and 
now  doubly  obliged  in  the  rapturous 
view  you  have  opened  to  me,  into  a 
happy  futurity  !* 

He  was  pleafed  to  fay,  he  was  delight- 
ed with  me  beyond  expreflion  ;  that  I  was' 
his  ecftatick  charmer  ! — That  the  love  I 
mewed  for  his  future  good  was  the  moving 
proof  of  the  purity  of  my  heart,  and  my 
affection  for  him.  And  that  very  even- 
ing he  was  pleafed  to  join  with  me  in  my 
retired  duties;  and,  at  all  proper  oppor- 
tunities, favours  me  with  his  company 
in  the  fame  manner;  liftening  attentive- 
ly to  all  my  leflbns,  as  he  calls  my  cheer- 
ful difcouries  on  ferious  fubiects. 

And  now,  my  dear  parents,  do  you 
not  rejoice  with  me,  in  this  charming, 
chaiming  appearance  ?  For,  before,  I 
had  the  moil  generous,  the  moft  benefi- 
cent, the  moft  noble,  the  moft  affec- 
tionate, but,  noivt  I  am  likely  to  have 
the  moft  pious,  of  hulbands !  What  a 
happy  wife,  what  a  happy  daughter,  i* 
bis  and _yo»r Pamela! — GOD,  of  his  infi- 
nite mercy,  continue  and  improve  thera-* 
vifhing  profpect  \- 

I  was  forced  to  leave  off  here,  to  en- 
joy the  charming  reflections,  which  this? 
1'ovely  fubject,  and  my  bleffed  profpectsr 
filled  me  with  :  and  now  proceed  to  write 
a  few  hnes  mass.  '''•"•  -' 


I  .am  under  fome  concern  on  account 
cf  our  going  to  travel  into  Roman-Ca- 
tholick  countries,  for  fear  we  fhould  want 
the  publiclc  opportunities  of  divine  fer- 
yice :  for  I  p relume,  the  ambtuTador's 
chapel  will  be  the  only  Proteftant  place 
of  worfliip  allowed  of  5  and  Paris  the  only 
city  in  France  where  there  is  one.  But 
we  muft  endeavour  to  make  it  up  in  our 
private  and  domeftick  duties  :  for,  as  the 
phrafe  is — *  When  we  are  at  Rome,  we 
«  mult  do  as  they  do  at  Rome  ;'  that  is 
to  fay,  fo  far,  as  not  to  give  offence,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  the  people  we  are  among; 
npr  fcandal,  on  the  other,  by  compli- 
ances hurtful  to  one's  confcience.  But 
rny  protector  knows  all  thefe  things  fo 
well,  (no  place  in  what  is  called  the 
grand  tour,  being  new  to  him)  that  I 
have  no  reafon  to  be  very  unealy  on  thefe 
accounts. 

.  And  now,  my  deareft  dear  honoured 
parents,  let  me,  by  letter,  as  I  did  on  my 
knees  at  parting,  beg  the  continuance  of 
your  prayers  and  blelTings,  and  that  GOD 
will  preierve  us  to  one  another,  anoVgive 
us,  and  all  our  worthy  friends,  a  happy 
meeting  again. 

Kent,  you  may  be  fure,  will  be  our 
firil  vifit,  on  our  return,  for  your  fakes, 
for  my  dear  Davers's  fake,  and  for  my 
little  Pamela's  fake,  who  will  be  both 
fent  down,  and  put  into  your  protection ; 
while  my  Billy,  and  Mils  Goodwin, 
(for,  fmce  I  began  this  letter,  it  is  fo  de- 
termined) are  to  be  my  delightful  com- 
panions ;  for  Mr.  B.  declared,  his  boy 
/hall  not  be  one  day  out  of  my  prefence, 
if  he  can  help  it,  becaufe  he  is  pkafed  to 
fay,  his  temper  wants  looking  after,  and 
.  his  notices  of  every  thing  are  ftrong  «r»d 
/ignificant. 

Poor  little  dear!  he  has  indeed  a  little 
fort  of  perverfenefs  and  headftrongnefs, 
as  one  may  fay,  in  his  will :  but  he  is 
but  a  baby;  and  I  fhall,  I  hope,  manage 
him  pretty  well;  for  he  takes  great  no- 
tice of  all  I  fay,  and  of  every  look  of 
mine  already — He  is,  befides,  very  good 
humoured,  and  willing  to  part  with  any 
thing  for  a  kind  word;  and  this  gives  me 
hope  of  a  docile  and  benevolent  difpofi- 
tion,  as  he  grows  up. 

I  thought,  when  I  began  the  laft  pa- 
ragraph but  one,  that  I  was  within  a 
line  of  concluding  ;  but  it  is  to  you,  and 
of  my  babies,  I  am  writing;  fo  (hall  go 
on  to  the  bottom  of  this  new  fheet,  if  I 
<lo  not  directly  put  an  end  to  my  fcrib- 
kJing;  which  I  do,  with  affuriug  you 


PAMELA.  605 

both,  my  dear  good  parents,  that  v/im- 
ever  I  am,  I  mall  always  be  thoughtful 
of  you,  and  remember  you  in  my  prayers, 
as  becomes  jour  wer  dutiful  daughter \ 

P.B. 

My  refpefts  to  all  your  good  neighbours 
in  general.  Mr.  Longman  will  vifit 
you  now-and-then.  Mrs.  Jervis  will 
take  one  journey  to  Kent,  me  fays, 
and  it  mall  be  to  accompany  my  babies, 
when  they  are  carried  down  to  you. 
Poor  Jonathan,  and  me,  good  folks  1 
feem  declining  in  their  health,  vvhic^i 
grieves  me. — Once  more,  GOD  fend 
us  all  a  happy  meeting,  if  it  be  his 
blefledwill!  Adieu,  adieu,  my  dear 
parents !  your  ever-dutiful,  &c. 


LETTER    LVII. 


MY    DEAR    LADY    G. 

I  Received  vour  laft  letter  at  Paris,  as 
we  were  difpofmg  every  thing  for  our 
return  to  England,  after  an  abfence  of 
near  two  years;  in  which,  as  I  have  in*- 
formedyovijfrom  time  to  time,I  have  been 
a  great  traveller,  intoHolland,  the  Nether- 
lands, through  the  moft  considerable 
provinces  of  France,  into  Italy;  and,  in 
our  return  to  Paris  again,  (the  principal 
place  of  our  refidence)  through  feveral 
parts  of  Germany. 

I  told  you  of  the  favours  and  civilities 
we  received  at  Florence,  from  the  then 
Countefs  Dowager  of  ,  who,  with 

her  humble  fervant,  Lord  C— — —  (that 
had  fo  affiduoully  attended  her  for  fo 
many  months  in  Italy)  accompanied  us 
from  Florence  to  Infpruck. 

Her  ladyfhip  made  that  worthy  lord 
happy  in  about  a  month  mfter  me  parted 
from  us  ,  and  the  noble  pair  gave  us  an 
opportunity  at  Paris,  in  their  way  to 
England,  to  return  fome  of  the  civilities 
which  we  received  from  them  in  Italy : 
and  they  are  now  arrived  at  her  ladyfhip's 
feat  on  the  Foreft. 

Her  lord  is  exceedingly  fond  of  her, 
as  he  well  may ;  for  fhe  is  one  of  the 
moft  charming  ladies  in  England  ;  and 
behaves  to  him  with  fo  much  prudence 
and  refpecl,  that  they  are  as  happy  in 
each  other  as  can  be  wifhed.  And  let 
me  jult  add,  that  both  in  Italy  and  at 
Paris,  Mr.  B/s  demeanour  and  her  la- 
dyfhip's  to  one  another,  was  fo  nobly 
open,  and  unaffectedly  polite,  as  well  a* 

highly 
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highly  difcreet,  that  neither  Lord  C.  who 
had  once  been  jealous  of  Mr.  B.  nor  the 
other  party ,  who  had  had  a  tinclure  of 
the  lame  yellow  evil,  as  you  know,  be- 
caufe  of  the  Countefs,  had  fo  much  as  a 
fhadow  of  uneafmefs  remaining  on  that 
occafioix 

Lord  Davers  has  had  his  health  (which 
had  begun  to  decline  in  Er.glancf)  fo 
well,  that  there  was  no  perfuading  Lady 
Davers  to  return  before  nowj  although 
I  begged  and  prayed  I  might  not  have 
another  little  Frenchman,  for  fear  they 
ihould,  ns  they  grew  up,  forget,  as  I 
pleafantly  ufed  to  fay,  the  obligations 
which  their  parentage  lays  them  under  to 
dearer  Englanl. 

And  now,  my  deareft  friend,  I  have 
flint  up  my  rambles  for -my  whole  life  ; 
for  three  little  Engiim  folks,  and  one 
little  Frenchman,  (but  a  charming  baby 
as  well  as  the  reft,  Charley  by  name) 
and  a  near  profpecl  of  a  further  increafe, 
you  will  fay,  are  family  enough  to  em- 
ploy nlf  my  cares  at  home. 

I  have  told  you,  from  time  to  time,  al- 
though I  coukl  not  write  to  you  fo  often 
as  I  would,  bfeCrtUie  of  our  being  con-* 
Itandy  in  motion,  what  was  moft  worthy 
of  your  knowledge  relating  to  our  parti- 
cular, and  how  happy  we  have  all  been  in 
one  another.  And  I  have  the  plcafure  to 
con  firm. to  you  what  I  have  ftveral  times 
written,  that  Mr.  B.  and  my  Lord  and 
Lady  Davers  are  all  that  I  could  wiih 
and  hope  for,  with  regard  to  their  mil 
duties.  Indeed,  indeed,  we  are  a  happy 
family, united  by  the  beft  and  moftfolid 
ties! 

Mifs  Goodwin  is  a  charming  young 
l^idy  ! — I  cannot  expreis  how  much  I 
love  her.  She  is  a  perfeft  millrefs  of  the 
French  language,  and  fpeaks  Italian  very 
prettily  !  And,  as  to  myfelf,  I  have  im- 
proved ib  well  under  my  dear  tutor's  lef- 
f>ns,  together  with  the  opportunity  cf 
converting  with  the  poli'ieft  and  moft 
learned  gentry  of  different  nations,  that 
I  will  hold  aconverfation  with  you  in  two 
or  three,  languages,  if  you  pleale,  when  I 
h'ive  the  happinefs  to  fee  you.  There's 
a  learned  boafter  for  you,  iny  dear  friend  ! 
(if  the  knowledge  of  different  languages 
makes  one  learned.)  B>it  I  mall  bring 
you  an  heart  as  intirely  Ersglifh  as  ever, 
for  all  t'.iat ! 

We  landed  onThurfday  laft  at  Dover, 
*nd  directed  our  courfe  to  the  dear  farm- 
h^ufe:  and  you  can  better  iinau'ine,  than 
1  can'  cxpreis,  what  a  meeting  \v?  hud 


with  my  dear  father  and  mother,  and  my 
beloved  Davers  and  Pamela,  who  are 
charming  babies — But  is  not  this  the 
language  of  every  fond  mamma  ? 

Mifs  Goodwin  is  highly  delighted  now 
with  my  fweet  little  Pamela,  and  fays, 
(he  (hall  be  her  fitter  indeed  !  '  For,  Ma - 
'  dam,'  faid  (he,  '  Mifs  is  a  beauty! — 

*  And  we  fee  no  French  beauties  like 
'  Mafter  Davers  and  Mifs.' 

'  Beauty  !  my  dear  Mifs  Goodwin,' 
faid  I ;  '  what  is  beauty,  if  fhe  be  not  a 

*  good  girl  ?  Beauty  is  but  a  fpecious, 
'  and,  as  it  may  happen,  a  dangerous  re- 

*  commendation,  a  mere  fkin-deep  p*r- 
'  fe6Hon;  and  if,  as  fhe  grows  up,  fhe  is 
'  not  as  good  as  my  Mils  Goodwin,  me 

*  fhall  be  none  of  my  girl.' 

What  adds  to  my  pleafure,  my  dear 
friend,  is  to  fee  them  both  fo  well  got 
over  the  fmall-pox.  It  has  been  as  happy 
for  them,  as  it  was  for  their  mamma  and 
her  Billy,  that  they  had  it  under  fo  fkilful 
and  kind  a  manager  in  that  diftemper,  as 
my  dear  mother,  I  wifh,  if  it  pleafe  GOD, 
it  was  as  happily  over  with  my  little  pretty 
Frenchman. 

Every  body  is  furprifed  to  fee  whnt  the 
paft  two  years  have  done  for  Mil's  Good- 
win and  my  Billy. — O  my  dear  friend, 
they  are  both  of  them  almoft  —  nay, 
quite,  I  think,  for  their  years,  all  that  I 
wifh  them  to  be. 

In  order  to  make  them  keep  their 
French,  which  Mifs  fo  well  fpeaks,  and 
Billy  fo  prettily  prattles,  I  oblige  them, 
when  they  talk  to  one  another,  and  are 
in  the  nui  fery,  to  fpeak  nothing;  elfe :  but 
at  table,  except  en  particular  occafions, 
when  French  may  be  fpoken,  they  are  to 
fj-e?.k  in  Englifh  5  that  is  to  fav,  when 
they  do  fpeak  :  for  I  tell  them  that  little 
mailers  muft  do  nothing  but  afk  queftions 
for  information,  and  fay — *  Yes,'  or— 

*  No,'  till  their  papas  or  mammas  give 
them  leave  to  fpeak  ;    nor  little  ladies 
neither,  till  they  are  fixteen  j  for — f  My 
'  dear  loves,'   cry  I,  (  you   would  not 
'  fpeak   before   you  know   bow:    and 
'  knowledge  is  obtaired  by  hearing,  and 
'  notbyJfyetikiHg.'  And  letting  my  Billy 
on  my  iap,  in  Mifs's  prefence — *  Here,* 
faid  I,  taking  an  ear  in  the  finger?  cf  each 
hand,  f    are  two  ears,  my  Billy  ;*  and 
then,  pointing-  to  his  mouth,  *  but  one 
'  tongi  e,  my  love  :  fo  you  muft  be  fure 

*  to  mind,  that  you  bear  twice  as  much 
'  as  you  ("peak,  even  when  you  grow  a 
'  bigger  mafter  than  you  are  now.1    . 

4  You  have  fo  many  pretty  ways  t& 
«  Jrarn 


*  learn  one,  Madam,"  fays  Mifs,  now- 
and  then, '  that  it  is  impoffible  we  fhould 

*  not  regard  what  you  fay  to  us!' 

Several  French  tutors,  when  we  were 
abroad,  were  recommended  to  Mr.  B, 
But  there  is  one  Englifh  gentleman,  now 
en  his  travels  with  young  Mr.  R.  with 
whom  Mr.  B.  has  agreed j  and  in  the 
mean  time,  my  beft  friend  is  p  leafed  to 
compliment  me,  that  the  children  will 
not  fuffer  for  want  of  a  tutor,  while  I  can 
take  the  pains  I  do  :  which  he  will  have 
to  be  too  much  for  me;  efpecially  that 
now,  on  our  return,  my  Davers  and  my 
Pamela  are  added  to  my  cares.  But 
what  mother  can  take  too  much  pains  to 
cultivate  the  minds  of  her  children  ? — If, 
ray  dear  lady  G.  it  were  not  for  thefe 
frequent  lyings-in! — But  this  is  the  time 
of  life — Though  little  did  I  think,  fo 
early,  I  fliould  have  ib  many  careful 
blemngs ! 

I  have  as  great  credit  as  pleafure  from 
my  little  family.  All  our  neighbours 
here  in  Bedfordfhire  admire  us  more  and 
more.  You'll  excufc  my  feeming  (for  it 
is  but  feeming)  vanity:  I  hope  I  know 
better  than  to  have  It  real — <  Never,' 
fays  Mrs.  Towers,  who  is  ftill  a  fingle 
lady,  *  did  I  fee,  before,  a  lady  fo  much 
«  advantaged  by  her  reiidence  in  that 
'  fantaftick  nation/  (for  me  loves  not 
the  French)  '  who  br  ught  home  with 

*  her  nothing  of  their  affeclaticns !' — She 
will  have4t,  that  the  French  politenefs, 
and  the  Engiifh  franknefs  and  plainnefs 
of  heart,  appear  happily  blended  in  all 
we  fay  and  do.    And  fhe  makes  me  a 
thoufand   compliments  upon  Lord  and 
Lady  Davers's  account,  who,  fhe  would 
fain  perfuade  me,  owe  a  great  deal  of  im- 
provement (my  lord  in  his  converfation, 
and  my  lady  in  her  temper)  to  living  in 
the  fame  houfe  with  us. 

Indeed,  my  Lady  Davers  is  exceeding 
kind  and  good  to  me,  is  always  magni- 
fying me  to  every  body,  and  fays,  fhe 
knows  not  how  to  live  from  me  j  and 
that  I  have  been  a  means  of  faving  half 
an  hundred  fouls,  as  well  as  her  dear 
brother's.  On  an  indifpofition  of  my 
lord's  at  Montpelier,  which  made  her  la- 
dyfhip  very  apprehenfive,  fhe  declared, 
that  were  fhe  to  be  deprived  of  hia'lord- 
fliip,  fhe  would  not  let  us  reft,  till  we  had 
confentcd  to  her  living  with  us  ;  faying, 
that  we  had  room  enough  in  Lincoln- 
fhire,-and  fhe  would  enlarge  the  Bedford- 
ftiire  feat  at  her  own  expence. 

Mr.  H,  is  Mr.  H.  ftill;  a»d  that's  the 
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beft  I  can  fay  of  him  :  for  I  verily  think, 
he  is  moie  of  an  ape  than  ever.  His 
ivhok  head  is  now  French.  'Twas  half 
fo  before.  We  had  great  difficulties  with 
him  abroad :  his  aunt  and  I  endeavour, 
ing  to  give  him  a  ferious  and  religious 
turn,  we  had  like  to  have  turned  him  into 
a  Roman  Catholick.  For  he  was  pleafed 
much  with  the  fhewy  part  of  that  reli- 
gion, and  the  fine  pictures  and  decora- 
tions in  the  churches  of  Italy  j  andhav-* 
ing  got  into  company  with  aDominicaa 
at  Padua,  a  Francifcan  at  Milan,  and  a 
Jefuit  at  Paris,  they  lay  fo  hard  at  him, 
in  their  turns,  that  we  had  like  to  have  loft 
him  to  each  aifailantj  fo  were  forced  to 
let  him  take  his  own  courfej  for,  his  aunt 
would  have  it,  that  he  had  no  other  de- 
fence from  the  attacks  of  perfons  to  make 
him  embrace  a  faulty  religion,  than  to 
permit  him  to  continue  as  he  was;  that  is 
to  fay,  to  have  none  at  all.  So  fhe  fu- 
fpended  attempting  to  profelyte  the 
tnoughtlcfs  creature,  till  he  came  to  Eng- 
land. I  wifh  her  hdyfhip  fuccefs  here  : 
but,  I  doubt,  he  will  not  be  a  credit  to 
any  religion,  for  a  great  while.  And  as 
he  is  very  defirous  to  go  to  London,  as  he 
has  always  been,  it  will  be  found,  when 
there,  that  any  fluttering  coxcomb  will 
do  more  to  make  him  one  of  that  clafs, 
in  an  hour,  than  his  aunt's  leifons,  to 
make  him  a  good  man,  in  a  twelvemonth. 
1  Where  much isgi<ven,much  is  required.'' 
The  contrary  of  this,  I  doubt,  is  all  poor 
Mr.  H.  has  to  truft  to. 

Juft  now  \ve  have  a  mefTenger  to  teli 
us,  that  his  father,  who  has  been  long  iJl? 
is  dead.  So,  now,  he  is  a  Icrd  indeed  1 
He  flutters  arid  ftruts  about  moil  ftrange- 
ly,  I  warrant,  .and  is  wholly  employed 
in  giving  directions  relating  to  his 
mourning  equipage.  —  And  now  there 
will  beno  holding  of  himin,Idoubtj  ex- 
cept his  new  title  has  fo  much  virtue  in 
it,  as  to  make  him  a  wifer  and  a  better 
man. 

He  will  now  have  a  feat  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  of  Great  Britain ;  but  I  hope, 
for  the  nation's  fake,  he  will  hot  mest 
with  many  more  like  himfelf  there !— For, 
to  me,  that  is  one  of  the  moft  venerable 
affemblies  in  the  woKJdj  and  it  appears 
the  more  fo,  fuice  I  have  been  abroad  ; 
for  an  Englifh  gentleman  is  refpefted,  if 
he  l-»e  any  thing  of  a  man*  above  a  fo- 
reign nobleman  j  and  an  Englifli  noble- 
man above  fonie  petty  fovereigns. 

If  pur  travelling  gentry  duly  cunfider- 
ed  this'difti nation  in  their  favour,  they 
4  H  would* 
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would,  for  the  tumour  of  their  country, 
as  well  as  for  their  own  credit,  be- 
have in  a  better  manner,  in  their  foreign 
tours,  than,  I  am  foi  ry  to  fay  it,  fome  of 
them  do.  But  what  Can  one  expcft  from 
the  unlicked  cubs,  pardon  the  term,  ferit 
abroad  with  only  ftature,  to  make  them 
look  like  men,  and  equipage  to  attract 
refpecl,  without  one  other  qualification 
to  enforce  it? 

Here  let  me  clofe  this,  with  a  few 
tears,  to  the  memory  of  my  dear  Mrs. 
Jervis,  my  other  mother,  my  friend,  my 
ad  viler,  my  proteclrefs,  in  my  fingle  ftate, 
and  my  faithful  fecond  and  partaker  in 
the  comforts  of  my  higher  life,  and  bet- 
ter fortunes'. 

What  would  I  hive  given  to  have  been 
prefent,  as  it  feems,  (he  fo  earneftly 
wimed,  to  clofe  her  dying  eyes !  I  mould 
have  done  it  with  the  piety  and  the  con- 
cern of  a  truly  affectionate  daughter.  But 
that  melancholy  h^ppinefs  was  denied  to 
us  both}  for,  as  1  told  you  in  the  letter 
on  th«  occnfion,  ihe  dear  good  woman 
(who  now  is  in  the  pofTefiion  of  her  blef- 
fed  reward,  and  rejoicing  in  God's  mer- 
cies) was  no  more,  when  the  news  reach- 
ed me,  fo  far  off  as  at  Heidelburgh,  of 
her  laft  illnefs  and  wifhes. 

I  cannot  forbear,  every  time  I  enter 
her  parlour,  (where  I  ufed  to  fee,  with 
fo  much  delight,  the  good  woman  fit- 
ting, always  employed  in  fome  ufeful  or 
pious  work)  (hedding  a  tear  to  her  me- 
mory: and  in  my  Sabbath  duties,  mi/ling 
ker>  I  mifs  half  a  dozen  friends,  me- 
thinksj  and  I  figh  in  remembrance  of 
her  j  and  can  only  recover  that  cheerful 
frame,  which  the  performance  of  thofe 
duties  always  gave  me,  by  reflecting,  that 
fhe  now  is  reaping  the  reward  of  that  fin- 
cere  piety,  which  ufed  to  edify  and  en- 
courage us  all. 

The  fervants  we  brought  home  with 
us,  and  thofe  we  left  behind  us,  melt  in 
tears  at  the  name  of  Mrs.  Jervis.  Mr. 
Longman  too,  lamented  the  lofs  of  her, 
in  the  molt  moving  ftraiu.  And  all  I  can 
do  now,  in  honour  of  her  n-.emory  and 
her  merit,  is  to  be  a  friend  to  thofe  fhe 
loved  moft,  as  I  have  already  begun  to 
te;  and  none  of  them  fhall  fuffer  in  thofe 
•oncerns'that  can  be  anlwered,  now  fhe 
is  gone.  For  the  lofs  of  fo  excellent  a 
friend  and  relation,  is  lofs  enough  to  all 
who  knew  her,  and  claimed  kindred  with 


moft  a  mifery  to  have  fo  foft,  fo  fufceph- 
ble  an  heart  as  I  have,  or  to  have  fuch 
good  fervants  and  friends  as  one  cannot 
lofe  without  fuch  emotions  as  I  feel  for 
the  lofs  of  them  !)  his  filver  hairs,  which 
I  have  beheld  with  fo  much  delight,  and 
thought  I  had  a  fa-ther  in  prefence,  when 
I  law  themadorningfohoneftand  comely 
a  free,  how  are  they  now  laid  low!— 
Forgive  me,  my  dear  Lady  G.  Jonathan 
was  not  a  common  fervant  j  neither  are 
any  oi  ours  fo :  but  Jonathan  excelled  all 
that  excelled  in  his  clafs! — I  am  told, 
that  thefe  two  worthy  folks  died  within 
two  days  of  one  another  j  a  circum  trance 
you  mentioned  not  in  your  letter  to  me  j 
on  which  occafion  I  could  not  help  fay- 
ing to  myfelf,  in  the  words  of  David 
.  over  Saul  and  his  fon  Jonathan,  the 
namefake  of  our  worthy  butler — '  They 

*  were  lovely  and  pleafant   in    their 
1  lives,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
f  divided. ,* 

I  might  have  continued  on  in  the 
words  of  the  royal  lamenterj  for,  furely, 
never  did  one  fellow-fervant  love  another 
in  my  maiden  ftate,  nor  fervant  love  a 
miftrefs  in  my  exalted  condition,  better 
than  Jonathan  loved  me !  I  could  fee  in 
his  eyes  a  gliftenrn^pleafure,  whenever 
I  pafied  byliim :  if  at  fuch  times  I  fpoke 
to  him,  as  I  feldom  failed  to  do,  with  a— - 
'  Godblefsyou,  too!"  in  anfwer  to  his  re- 
peated blemngs,  he  had  a  kind  of  re- 
jtlvenefcence  (may  I  fay?)  vifibly  run- 
ning through  his  whole  frame:  and, 
now-and-then,  if  I  laid  my  hand  upon 
his  folded  ones,  as  I  pafled  by  him  on  a 
Sunday  morning  or  evening,  praying  for 
me,  with  a — '  How  do  you ,  my  'worthy 

*  old  acquaintance?*   his  heart  would 
fpring  to  his  lips  in  a  kind  of  rapture, 
and  his  eyes  would  run  over. 

O  my  beloved  frie-nd  !  how  the  lofs  of 
thefe  two  worthies  of  my  family  op- 
prefles  me  at  times ! 

Mr.  B.  likewifc  fhewed  a  generous 
concern  on  the  occafion  :  and  when  all 
the  fervants  welcomed  us  in  a  body,  on 
our  return— '  Methinks,  my  dear/  faid 
the  good  gentleman,  *  I  mifs  your  Mrs. 

*  Jervis,    and    honeft    Jonathan.'      A 
ftarting  tear,  and — '  They  are  happy, 
«  dear  honeft  foulsT  and  a  figh,  were  the 
tribute  I  paid  to  their  memories,  on  their 
beloved  matter's  fo  kindly  repeating  their 
names. 

Who  knows  had  I  been  here — But, 


.  <*>*away,  too  painful  reflection!  They  lived 

i*oor  worthy  Jonathan  too,  ('tis  al-     to  a  good  old  age,  and  fell  like  frurt 

fully 
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fully  ripe  :  they  died  tie  death  of  the 
righteous  j  I  muft  follow  them  in  time, 
GOD  knows  how  foon :  and,  Oh  I  that 
my  latter  end  may  be  like  theirs  ! 

Oncemore,  forgive  me,  my  dear  friend, 
this  fmail  tribute  to  their  memories:  and 
believe,  that  I  am  not  fo  ungrateful  for 
God's  mercies,  as  to  let  the  lofs  of  thefedear 
good  folks  leffen  with  me  the  joy,  and  the 
delight  I  have  ftill  (more  than  any  other 
happy  creature)  left  me,  in  the  health, 
and  the  love  of  the  bed  of  good  hufbands , 
and  good  men;  in  the  children,  charming 
as  ever  mother  could  boaft  of!  charm- 
ing, I  mean  principally,  in  the  dawning 
beauties  of  their  minus,  and  in  the  plea- 
fure  their  towardlmefs  of  nature  gives 
me;  including,  as  I  always  do,  my  dear 
Mifs  Goodwin,  and  have  reafon  to  do, 
from  her  dutiful  love,  as  I  may  call  it, 
for  me,  and  obfervation  of  all  I  fay  to 
her;  in  the  prefervation  to  me  of  the  belt 
and  worthiest  of  parents,  hearty,  though 
aged,  as  they  are;  in  the  love  and  friend- 
(hip  of  good  Lord  and  Lady  Daversj 
and  my  excellent  friend  Lady  G. ;  not 
forgetting  even  worthy  Mr.  Longman. 
GOD  prefer ve  all  thefe  to  me,  as  I  am 
truly  thankful  for  his  mercies !— And 
then,  nonvithftanr.ing  my  affecting  lofTes, 
as  above,  who  will  be  fo  happy  as  I? 

That  you,  my  dear  Lady  G.  may  long 
continue  fo,  likewife  in  the  love  of  a 
worthy  hufband,  and  the  delights  of  an 
increafing  hopeful  family,  which  will 
make  you  fome  amends  for  the  heavy 
loffes  you  alfo  have  fuftained,  in  the  two 
laft  years,  of  an  affectionate  father,  and 
a  mqft  worthy  mother  j  and  in  Mrs. 
Jones,  of  a  good  neighbour;  prays  your 
ajfeftionate  friend  andfer'vant, 
P.B. 


LETTER     LVIII. 

MY    BELOVKD   IADY    G, 

YOU  will  excufe  my  long  fitence* 
when  I  (hall  tell  you  the  occafions 
of  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  was  obliged  to  pay 
a  dutiful  and  concerning  viiit  to  Kent, 
where  my  good  father  was  taken  ill  of  a 
fever,  and  my  mother  of  an  ague:  and 
think,  Madam,  how  this  muit  affect  me, 
at  their  time  of  life!  — 

Mr.  B.  kindly  accompanied  me,  ap- 
prehending, that'  his  beloved  prefence 
v/ould  be  necefTary,  if  the  recovery  of 
tjiein  bpth,  in  which  I  thankfully  rejoire, 


had  not  happened ;  efpecially  as  a  cir- 
cumftance  I  am,  I  think,  airways  in, 
added  more  weight  to  his  apprehenfioiH. 
I  had  hardly  returned  from  Kent  to 
Bedfordshire,  and  looked  around,  when  I 
was  obliged  to  let  out  to  attend  Lady 
Davers,  who  lent  me  word,  that  ihe  mould 
die,  that  was  her  ftrong  term,  if  me  faw 
me  not,  to  comfort  and  recover,  by  my 
counfel  and  prefence,  Ib  me  was  pleafed 
to  expreis  herfelf,  her  fick  lord,  who  wag 
juft  got  out  ef  an  intermittent  fever, 
which  left  him  without  any  fpirits,  and 
was  occafioned  by  fretting  at  the  conduct 
of  hevftupid  nephew,  thole  alfo  were  her 


For  you  mull  have  heard,  (every  body 
hears   when  a  man  df  quality  "does  a 
foolifti  thing  i )  and  it  has  been  in  all  the 
news-papers,  that — *  On  Wednefday  laft 
*  the  Right  Honourable  John,1  (Jackey, 
they  mould  have  faid)  *  Lord  H.  nephew 
to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Lord 
Davers,  was  married  to  the  Honourable 
Mrs.  P.  relia  of  J.  P.  of  Twicken- 
ham, Efq.  a  lady  of  celebrated  beauty, 
and  ample  fortune.' 
Now,  my  dear  friend,  you  muft  know, 
•that  this  celebrated  lady  is,  'tis  true,  of 
the— family,  whence  her  title  of  honour- 
able 5  but  is  indeed  fo  celebrated,  that 
every  fluttering  coxcomb  in  town  can 
give  fome  account  of  her,  even  before  (he 
was  in  keeping  of  theDukaof  — — — ,  who 
had  caft  her  off  to  the  town  he  had  rob- 
bed of  her. 

In  ihort,  my  dear,  (he  is  quite  a  com- 
mon woman  j  has  no  fortune  at  all,  as 
one  may  fay,  only  a  fmall  jointure  in- 
cumbered,  and  is  rmich  in  debt, — She  is 
a  fhrew  into  the  bargain,  and  the  poor 
wretch  is  a  father  already;  tor  he  has  had 
a  girl  of  three  years  old  (her  hufband  has 
been  dead  feven)  brought  him  home, 
which  he  knew  nothing  of,  nor  ever  in- 
quired, whether  his  wi<ic  w  had  a  child ! 
—And  he  is  now  employed  in  paying  the 
mother's  debts,  and  trying  to  make  the 
beft  of  his  bargain. 

This  is  the  fruit  of  a  London  journey, 
fo  longdefjred  by  him,  and  his  fluttering 
about  there  with  his  new  title. 

He  was  drawn  in  by  a  brother  of  his 
lady,  and  a  friend  of  that  brother's,  two 
town  (harpers,  gamefters,  and  bullies. 
—Poor  Sir  Jofeph  Wittoi!  That  was 
his  cafe,  and  his  character,  it  feems,  in 
London. 

Shall  I  prefent  you  wTth  a  curiofiry  ? 

'Tis  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  his  uncle,  who 

4  H  z  had, 
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had,  as  you  may  well  think,  loft  all  pa- 
tience with  him,  on  cjccafion  of  this  abo- 
minable folly. 


'    MY  LORD  DIVERS, 

P  OR  iff  you  will  nott  call  mee  neffe,w, 
•*•  *  I  have  no  reafon  to  call  you  un- 
kell  j  fhiirely  you  forgett  who  it  was 
you  held  up  youre  kane  to :  I  have  as 
little  reafon  to  valew  your  difpleaffure, 
as  voxi  have  mee ;  for  I  am,  God  be 
thanked,  a* lord,  and  a  peere  of  the 
realme,  as  we!)  as  you :  and  as  to 
youre  nott  .owneing  me,  nor  youre 
brother  B.  nott  -looking  ujxm  me,  I  care 
nott  a  fardinge;  and,  bad-  as  you 
thinke  I  have  done,  I  have  marry'd  a 
woman  of  family. — Take  thatt  among 
you ! 

«  As  to  youre  perfonall  abufes  of  her, 
take  care  whatt  you  fay.  You  know 
the  itattute  will  defende  us  as  well  as 
you — And,  befides,  (he  has  a  brother, 
thatt  wop't  lett  her  good  name  be  call'd 
in  queltion— Mind  thatt! 
<  Some  thinges  I  wiih  had  been  other- 
wife — Perhapps  I  do— What  then  ? — 
Muft  you,  my  lord,  make  more  mil- 
chief?,  and  adde  to  my  plagues,  iff  I 
have  any?r — Is  this  your  unkelfrnp? 

*  Butt  I  (han't  want  your  advile.     I 
have  as  go.od  an  eftate -as  you  have,  and 
am  as  much  a  lord  as  yourlelfe.  Why  the 
devJil  then,  am  I  to  be  treated  as  I  am  ? 
— Why  the  plague — But  Iwon!t  {'war? 
neither  .T— .-I  defire  not  to  fee  you,  any 
more  then  you  doe  me,  I  can  tell  you 
thatt.  Ami  iff  we  ever  meet  under  one 
roofe  with  my  likeing,  it  mult  be  att 
the  Houfe  of  Peeres,  where  I  fhall  be 
upon  a  parr  with  you  jn  every  thing, 
that's  my  cwnfurte. 

*  As  to  my  Lady  Davers,  I  defire  not 
to  fee  her  ladyfnipp;  for  flie  was  always 
plaguy  nirnbei  with  her  fingers  :  but, 
lett  my  fnlfe  ftep'p  be  what  itt  will,   I 
have,  in  other  relpecles,  marry'd  a  lady 
who  is  as  well  defcended  as  herlelfe, 
and  nn  difparagement  neither;  {b  have 
nott  thatt  to  aiifwer  for  to  her  pride  ; 
and  who  has  as  good  a  fp.iritt  too,  if 
they  were  to  come  face  to  face,  or  I  am 
miitaken  :  nor  will  ihee  take  affruntes 
fvom  any  one.    So,  my  'lord,  leave  mee 
to  make  the  belt  of  my  matters,  as  I 
will  you  of  youres.     So  no  more,  but 
tftatt  I  'zpi'vottrefervatttf, ' 

f  H. 


*  P.  S.  I  meane  no  afTiunfe  to  Mrs.  B. 
4  She  is  the  belt  of  yec  ail — by  G — ."• 

I  will  not  take  up  your  time  with  fur- 
ther obftrvations  upon  this  poor  crea- 
ture's bad  conduct:  his  reflexion  muft 
proceed  fromfee!itig't  and  will,  that's  the 
worft  of  it,  come  too  late,  come  when  or 
hoiv  it  will.  I  will  only  fay,  I  am  furry 
for  it  on  his  own  account,  but  more  for 
that  of  Lord  and  Lady  Davers,  who  take 
the  matter  very  heavily,  and  with  he  had 
married  the  loweft-born  creature  in  Eng- 
land, (fo  flie  had  been  honeft  and  vir- 
tuous) rather  than  done  as  he  has  done. 

B  it,  I  fuppofe,  the  poor  gentleman  was 
refolved  to  fhun,  at  all  adventures,  Mr. 
B/s  fault,  and  keep  up  to  the  pride  of  de- 
fcent  and  family; — and  fo  married  the 
Only  creature,  as  I  hope,  (fince  it  cannot 
be  helped)  that  is  fo  great  a  difgrace  to 
both:  for  I  prefume  to  flatter  my  ft  If,  for 
the  lake  of  my  fex,  that,  among  the  poor 
wretches,  who  are  funk  fo  low  as  the 
town -women  are,  there  are  very  few  of 
birth  or  education;  but  fuch, principally, 
as  have  had  their  necefilties  or  their  igno- 
rance taken  advantage  of  by  bafe  men  j 
fince  birth  and  education  muft  needs  fet 
the  molt  unhappy  of  the  fex  above  fo 
fordid  and  fo  abandoned  a  guilt,  as  the 
hourly  wickednefs  of  fuch  a  courie  of 
life  fub'ects  them  to. 

Buf  let  me  purfue  my  purpofe  of  ex- 
cufing  my  long  filence.  I  had  hardly 
returned  from  Lord  and  Lady  Davers's, 
and  recovered  my  family  management, 
and  refumed  my  nurfery  duties,  when 
my  for.rth  dear  boy,  my  Jemmy — (for, 
I  think,  I  am  going  on '.to  make  out  the 
number  Lady  Davers  allotted  *  me) 
prefled  upon  me  in  luch-  a  manner,  as  not 
to  be  refufed,  for  one  month  or  fix  weeks 
clofe  attention.  And  then  a  journey  to 
Lord  Davers's,  and  that  noble  pair  ac- 
companying us  to  Kent;  and  daily  and 
hourly  pleasures  crowding  upon  us,  nar- 
row and  confined  as  our  room  there  was, 
(though  we  went  with  as  few  attendants 
as  porlible)  engrofleJ  more  of  my  time. 
So  that  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me  on  all 
thefe  accounts,  becaufe,  as  loon  as  I  re- 
turned, I  fet  about  writing  this,  as  an' 
excufe  for  myl'elf,  in  the  firit  place.;  to 
promife  you  the  fubje6t  you  infill  upon, 
in  the  next;  and  to  tell  you,,  that  I  am 
incapable  of  forgetfuliiefs  or  negligence 
to  fuch  a  friend  as  Lady  G.  For  I  mult 


*  See  this  Yol.  p.  474,  475. 
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always  be,  dear  Madam,  your  faithful 
affectionate  bumble  fervant, 

P.  B. 


LETTER    LIX. 

MY   DEAR  LADY    C. 

THE  remarks  which,  your  coufm 
Fielding  tells  you,  I  have  made  on 
the  fubiect  of "young  gentlemen's  travel- 
ling, and  which  you  requeftmeto  com- 
municate "to  you,  are  part  of'a  little  book 
upon  education,  which  I  wrote  for  Mr. 
B.'s  correclion  and  amendment,  on  oc- 
cafion  of  his  putting  Mr.  Locke's  treatife 
on  that  fnbieft  into  'my  hands,  and  re- 
quiring my  observations  uponlt. 

I  cannot  flatter  myfelf,  that  they  will 
anfw'er  your  expectation  ;  tor  I  am  fen- 
fible  they  muft  be  unworthy  even  of  the 
opportunities"  I  have  had  in  the  excur- 
fions,  in  which  I  'have  been  indulged  by 
the  beft  of  men. 

But  your  requefts  are  fo  many  laws  to 
me ;  and  I  will  give  you  a  fhort  abftracl: 
of  what  i  read  to  Mil's  Fielding,  who  has 
fo  greatly  over- rated  it  to  you. 

That  gentleman's  book  contains  many 
excellent  rules  on  the  fubjeft  of  educa- 
tion :  but  this  of  travel  I  will  only  refer 
you  to  at  prefent.  You  will  there  fee 
his  objections  againft  the  age  at  which 
young  gentlemen  are  fent  abroad,  from 
fixteen  to  twenty-one,  the  time  in  all  their 
lives,  he  fays,  in  which  young  men  are 
the  leall  iuittd  to  thefe  improvements, 
and  in  which  they  have  the  leaft  fence  and 
guard  againtt  their  paflions. 

The  a^e  he  propoies  is  from  feven  to 
fourteen,'  becauie  of  the  advantage  they 
willthenhave  to  matter  foreign  languages, 
and  to  form  their  tongue  to  the  true  pro- 
nunciation ;  as  well  as  that  then  they 
will  be  more  eafily  directed  by  their  tu  - 
tors  or  governors.  Or  elfe  he  propofes 
that  more  fed  ate  time  of  life,  when  the 
gentleman  is  able  to  travel  without  a  tu- 
tor, and  to  make  his  own  obfervations; 
and  when  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  laws  and  fafhions,  the  natural 
and  mural*  advantages  and  defects  of  his 
own  country;  by  which  means,  as  Mr. 
Locke  wifely  cbierves,  the  traveller  will 
have  fomething  to  exchange  with  thofe 
a!  >road,  from  whofe  converfation  he  hopes 
to  reap  any  knowledge.  This  gentle- 
man fupports  his.  opinion  by  excellent 
reafons,  to  which  I  refer  you. 


What  I  have  written  In  my  little  book, 
which  I  have  not  yet  quite  finilhed,  ou 
this  head,  relates  principally  to  Home 
Tra-velling)  which  Mr.  B.  was  alv.-nys 
reiblved  his  fons  mould  undertake,  be-. 
fore  they  entered  upon  a  foreign  tour, 
I  have  there  obferved,  that  England 
abounds  withcuriofities,  both  of  art  and 
nature,  worth  the  notice  of  a  diligent  in- 
quirer, and  equal  with  feme  of  thofe  we 
admire  in  foreign  parts;  and  that  if  the 
youth  be  not  fent  abroad  at  Mr.  Locke's 
earlieft  time,  from  feven  to  tourteen 
(which  I  can  hardly  think  will  be  worth 
while,  merely  for  the  fake  of  attaining  a 
perfection  in  the  languages)  he  may  with 
good  advantage  begin,  at  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen, the  tour  of  Great  Britain,  now-and- 
then,byexcyrfions  in  the  fummer  months, 
between  his  other  ftudies,  and  as  a  divcr- 
fion  to  him. 

This  I  fhould  wim  might  be  entered 
xipon  in  his  papa's  company,  as  well  as 
his  tutor's,  if  it  could  conveniently  be 
done;  who  thus  initiating  both  the  go- 
verned and  the  governor  in  the  methods, 
he  would  have  obferved  by  both,  wilfcob- 
tain  no  fmall  fatisfa6tton  and  amufement 
to  himfelf. 

For  the  father  would  by  this  means 
be  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  one  and  the  other,  and  have  a  fpe- 
cimen  how  fit  the  young  man  was  to  be 
trufted,  or  the  tutor  to  be  depended  upon, 
when  they  went  abroad,  and  were  out  of 
his  fight;  as  they  would  of  what  was  ex- 
pected from  them  by  the  father.  And 
hence  a  thoufand  benefits,  as  I  humbly 
conceive,  would  arife  to  the  young  gen- 
tleman from  the  obfervations  and  reflec- 
tions he  would  receive  from  his  father, 
as  occafion  offered,  with  regard  to  ex- 
pence,  company,  converfation,  hours, 
and  fuchlike. 

If  the  father  could  not  himfelf  ac- 
company his  fon,  he  might  appoint  the 
ftages  the  young  gentleman  fliould  take, 
and  injoin  both  tutor  and  fon  to  give,  at 
every  ftage,  an  account  of  whatever  they 
obferved  curious  and  remarkable,  not 
omitting  the  minuted  occurrences.  By 
this  means,  and  the  probability,  that  he 
might  hear  of  them,  and  their  proceed- 
ings, from  his  friends,  acquaintance, 
and  relations,  who  might  fall  in  with 
them,  or  at  whofe  feats  they  might  fome- 
times  be  entertained,  they  would  have  a 
greater  regard  to  their  condu6l ;  and  fo 
much  the  rnore,  if  the  young  gentleman 

were 
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were  to  keep  an  account  of  his  cxpcnccs, 
which,  upon  his  return,  he  might  lay 
before  his  father. 

By  feeing  thus  the  different  cuftoms, 
manners,  and  oeconomy  of  different  per- 
ibns  and  families,  (for  in  fo  mixed  a 
nation  as  ours  is,  there  is  as  great  a  va- 
riety of  that  fort  to  be  met  with,  as  in 
mofr)  and  from  their  different  treatment 
at  their  feveral  ftages,  a  great  deal  of  the 
world  may  he  learned  hy  the  young  gen- 
tleman. He  would  be  prepared  to  go 
abroad  with  more  delight  to  himfelf,  as 
well  as-  more  experience,  and  greater  re- 
putation to  his  family  and  country.  In 
fuch  excurfionsas  thefe,  the  tutor  would, 
fee  the  temper  and  inclination  of  the 
young  gentleman,  and  might  give  proper 
notices  to  the  father,  if  any  thing  was 
amrfs,  that  it  might  be  fet  right,  while 
the  youth  was  yet  in  his  reach,  and  more 
•under  his  infpe&ion,  than  he  would  be 
ra  a  foreign  country  :  and  the  obfei  va- 
tions  the  young  gentleman  would  make 
at  his  return,  as  well  as  in  his  letters, 
would  ftit-w  how  fit  he  was  to  be  trufted, 
and  how  likely  to  improve,  when  at  a 
greater  diftance. 

After  England  and  Wales,  as  well 
the  inland  parts,  as  the  fea-coafts,  let 
them,  if  they  behave  according  to  expec- 
tation, take  a  journey  into  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  and  vifit  the  principal  iflands,  as 
Guernfey,  Jerfey,  &c.  the  young  gen- 
tleman continuing  to  write  down  his  ob- 
fervations'  all  the  way,  and  keeping  a 
journal  of  occurrences  :  and  let  him  em- 
ploy the  little  time  he  will  be  on  board  of 
fhin,  in  thefe  final!  trips  from  illand  to 
iiland,  or  coaftwife,  in  obferving  upon 
the  noble  art  of  navigation  5  of  the  theory 
of  which,  it  will  not  bea-mifsthat  he  has 
feme  notion,  as  well  as  of  the  curious 
firuclure  of  a  fhip,  it's  tackle,  and  fur- 
niture :  a  knowledge  very  far  from  be- 
ing infignificant  to  a  gentleman  who  is 
an  inlander,  and  has  a  ftake  in  the  greateft 
maritime  kingdom  in  the  world;  and 
hence  he  will  be  taught  to  love  and  va- 
lue that  moft  ufeful  and  brave  fet  of  men, 
the  Britifli  failors,  who  are  the  natural 
defence  and  glory  of  the  realm. 

Hereby  he  will  confirm  his  theory  of 
the  geography  of  the  Britifh  dominions 
in  Europe :  he  will  be  apprifed  of  the 
fituation,  conveniencies,  interefts,  and' 
conftitution  of  his  own  country}  and 
wiii  be  able  to  lay  a  ground-work  for  the 
future  government  of  "his  thoughts  and 


aftions,  if  the  iutereft  he  bears  in  his  na- 
tive country  mould  call  him  to  the  pub- 
lick  fervice  in  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment. 

With  this  foundation,  howexcellently 
would  he  be  qualified  to  go  abroad  ?  and 
how  properly  then  would  he  add  to  the 
knowledge  he  had  attained  of  his  own 
country,  that  of  the  different  cuftoms, 
manners,  and  forms  of  government  of 
otters  ?  How  would  he  be  able  to  form 
comparifons,  and  to  make  ail  his  inqui- 
ries appear  pertinent  and  manly  ?  All 
theoccafions  of  that  ignorant  wonder* 
which  renders  a  r<ovice  the  jeft  of  all 
about  him,  would  be  taken  away.  He 
would  be  able  to  afk  queftions,  and  to 
judge  without  leading-firings.  Nor 
would  he  think  he  has  feen  a  country, 
and  anfwered  the  ends  of  his  father's 
expence,  and  his  own  improvement,  by 
limning  through  a  kingdom,  and  know- 
ing nothing  of  it,  but  the  inus  and  ftages, 
at  which  he  flopped  to  eat  and  drink. 
For,  on  the  contrary,  he  would  makethe 
beft  acquaintance,  and  contract  worthy 
friendships  with  fuch  as  would  court  and 
reverence  him  as  one  of  the  rifing  ge- 
nius's of  his  country. 

Whereas  moft  of  the  young  gentlemen 
who  are  lent  abroad  raw  and  unprepared, 
as  if  to  wonder  at  every  thing  they  fee, 
and  to  be*  laughed  at  by  all  that  fee  them, 
dobutexpofe  them'felves,  and  their  coun- 
try. And  if  at  their  return,  by  interelfc 
of  friends,  by  alliances,  or  marriages, 
they  mould  happen  to  be  promoted  to 
places  of  honour  or  profit,  their  unme^. 
rited  preferment  will  only  ferveto  make 
thofe  foreigners,  who  were  eye-witnelfes 
of  their  weaknel  sand  follies,  when  among 
them,  conclude  greatly  in  disfavour  of 
the  whole  nation,  or,  at  leaft,  of  the 
prince,  and  his  adminiflration,  who 
could  find  no  fitterfnbjecls  to  di(lingui/h, 

This,  my  dear  friend,  is  a  brief  extract 
from  my  obfervations  on  the  head  of 
qualifying  young  gentlemen  to  travel 
with  honour  and  improvement.  I  doubt 
you'll  be  apt  to  think  me  not  a  little  out 
of  my  element ;  but  fmce  yen  wouldfavt 
it,  I  claim  the  allowances  of  a  friend  ; 
to  which  my  ready  compliance  with  your 
commands  the  rather  intitles  me. 

I  am  very  forry  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mur- 
ray are  fo  unhappy  in  each  other.  Were 
he  a  generous  man,  the  heavy  lofs  the 
poor  In'cTy  h'us  fuftained,  as  well  as  her 
filter,  my  beloved  friend,,  in  fo  excellent 
a  wether, 
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a  mother,  and  fo  kind  a  father,  would 
him  bear  with  her  infirmities  a 


little. 

But,  really,  Ihavefeen  on  twenty  oc- 
cafions,  that,  notwithlhnding  all  the  line 
things  gentlemen  fay  to  kdies  before 
marriage,  if  the  latter  do  not  improve 
upon  their  hufbands  hands,  their  imputed 
graces,  when  fingle,  will  not  protect  them 
from  Indifference,  and,  probably,  from 
worfe;  while  the  gentleman,  perhaps, 
thinks  he  only,  of  the  two,  is  intitled  to 
go  backward  in  acts  of  kindnefs  and 
complai  lance.  A  ftrange  and  mocking 
difference,  which  too  many  ladies  expe- 
rience, who,  from  fond  lovers,  proftrate 
at  their  feet,  find  furly  hufbands,  tramp- 
ling upon  their  necks  ! 

You,  my  dear  friend,  were  happy  in 
your  days  of  courtmip,  aud  are  no  lefs 
fo  in  your  Hate  of  wedlock.  And  may 
you  continue  to  be  fo  to  a  good  old  age, 
prays  your  affedionate  and  faithful 
friend, 

P.  B. 


LETTER    LX. 

MY  REAR    1APY   G  . 

I  Will  cheerfully  caufe  to  be  tranfcribed 
for  you  the  converfation  you  defire, 
between  myfelf,  Mrs.  Towers,  and  Lady 
Arthur,  and  the  three  young  ladies  their 
relations,  in  prefence  of  the  dean  and 
his  daughter,  and  Mrs.  Brooks;  and 
glad  I  mall  be,  if  it  may  be  of  ufe  to 
the  two  thoughtlefs  Mifles  your  neigh- 
bours ;  who,  you  are  pleafed  to  tell  me, 
are  great  admirers  of  my  ftory,  and  my 
example;  and  will  therefore,  as  you  fay, 
pay  greater  attention  to  what  I  write, 
than  to  the  more  pafiionate  and  interefted 
leflbns  of  their  mamma. 

I  am  only  forry,  that  you  mould  have 
been  under  any  concern  about  the  fup- 
pofed  trouble  you  give  me,  by  having 
miflaid  my  former  relation  of  it.  For, 
befides  obliging  my  dear  Lady  G.  the 
hope  that  I  may  be  able  to  do  fervice  by 
ft  to  a  family  fo  worthy,  in  a  cafe  fo 
nearly  affecting  it's  honour,  as  to  make 
two  headftrong  young  ladies  recollect 
what  belong-s  to  their  fex  and  their  cha- 
racters, and  what  their  filial  duties  re- 
quire of  them,  affords  me  high  pleafure ; 
and  if  it  mall  be  attended  with  the  wifh- 
cd  effects,  it  will  be  an  addition  to  my 
happinefs. 

I  faid,  cauft  to  be  Jranfcribed  j  becaufe 
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I  hope  to  anfwer  a  double  end  by  it ;  for-> 
after  I  had  re-confidered  it,  I  let  Mifs 
Goodwin  to  tranfcribe  it,  who  writes  a 
very  pretty  hand,  and  is  not  a  little  fond 
of  the  talk,  nor,  indeed,  of  any  tafk  I  fet 
her ;  and  will  be  more  affected  as  me  per- 
forms it,  than  fhe  could  be  by  reading 
it  only  ;  although  ftitf  is  a  very  good  girl 
at  prefent,  and  gives  me  hopes,  that  fhe 
will  continue  to  be  fb. 

As  foon  as  it  is  done,  I  will  inclofe 
it,  that  it  may  be  read  to  the  parties 
without  this  introduction,  if  you  think 
fit.  And  you  will  forgive  me  for  hav- 
ing added  a  few  obfervations  to  this 
tranfcription,  with  a  view  to  the  cafes  of 
your  inconfiderate  young  ladies,  and  for 
having  corrected  the  former  narrative  in 
feveral  places. 


MY   DEAR  LAJ>Y  G. 


npHE  papers  you  have  miflaid,  relat- 
L  ing  to  the  converfation  between  me 
and  the  young  ladies,  relations  of  Mrs. 
Towers,  and  Lady  Anne  Arthur,  in 
prefence  of  thefe  two  laft- named  ladies, 
Mrs,  Brooks,  and  the  worthy  dean,  and 
Mifs  L.  (of  which,  in  order  to  perfect 
your  kind  collection  of  my  communica- 
tions, you  requelt  another  copy)  con- 
tained as  follows: 

I  firft  began  with  apprifmg  you,  that 
I  had  ieen  thefe  three  ladies  twice  or  thrice 
before,  as  vifitors,  at  their  kinfwomens 
houfes  j  fo  that  they  and  I  were  not  alto- 
gether ftrangers  to  one  another :  and  my 
two  neighbours  acquainted  me  with  their 
refpective  taftes  and  difpofitions,  and 
gave  me  their  hiftories,  preparatory  to 
this  vifit,  to  the  following  effect : 

That  Mifs  STAPYLTON  is  over-rua 
with  the  love  of  poetry  and  romance, 
and  delights  much  in  flowery  language* 
and  metaphorical  flourifhes :  is  about 
eighteen,  wants  not  either  fenfe  or  po- 
litenefs ;  and  has  read  herfelf  into  a  vein, 
that  is  more  amorous  (that  was  Mrs. 
Towers'1  s  word)  than  difcreet.  Has  ex- 
traordinary notions  of  zfirfl-fight  love  j 
and  gives  herfelf  greater  liberties,  with  a 
pair  of  fine  eyes,  (in  hopes  to  make  (ud- 
den  conquefts  in  purfuance  of  that  no- 
tion) than  is  pretty  in  herfex  and  age  5 
which  makes  thofe  who  know  her  not, 
conclude  h^r  bold  and  forward;  and  is 
more  than  fufpected,  with  a  mind  thus 
prepared  for  inftantaneous  impreffions, 
to  have  experienced  the  argument  to  her 
own  difadvantage,  and  to  be  Jlruck  by 
(before  fhe  hasy?nV&//)  a  gentleman, 

whom 
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whom  her  friends  thifik  not  at  all  \\  orthy 
of  her,  and  to  whom  fhe  was  making 
feme  indifcreet  advances,  undertime  name 
of  PHILOCLEA  to  PHILOXENUS,  in  a 
letter  which  fhe  intrufttd  to  a  fervant  of* 
the  family,  who,  discovering  her  defign, 
prevented  her  indifcretion  for  that  time. 

That,  in  other'  rcloefts,  me  has  no 
rriean  accomplishments,  will  have  a  fine 
fortune,  is  genteel  in  her  perfon,  though 
with  fome  vifible  affeclation,  dances  well, 
lings  well,  and  plays  prettily  on  leveral 
inllruments  ;  is  fond  of  reading,  but  af- 
fecls  the  action,  and  air,  and  attitude,  6f 
a  tragedian  ;  and  is  too  apt  to  give  an 
emphtifis  in  the  wrong  place,  in  order  to 
make  an  author  mean  more  iignificaritly 
than"  it  is  ne'ceflary  he  Ihould,  even  wheie 
the  occafion  is  common,  and  in  a  mere 
hiflorical  facl,  that  requires  as  much  fim- 
plicity  in  the  reader's  accent,  as  in  the 
writer's  ityle.  No  wonder  then,  that 
when  flie  reads  a  play,  fhe  will  puthcr- 
fclf  into  a  fweat,  as  Mrs.  Towers  faysj 
diftorting  very  agreeable  features,  and 
making  a  multitude  of  wry  mouths,  with 
cue  very  pretty  one,  in  order  to  convince 
Her  hearers,  what  a  near  neighbour  her 
heart  is  to  her  lips. 

Miss  COPE  is  a  young  lady  of  nine- 
teen, lovely  in  her  peribn,with  ahandfome 
fortune  in  poflfffibn,  and  great  profpecls. 
Has  a  fott  and  gentle  turn  of  mind, which 
difpofcs  her  to  be  eafily  impoled  upon. 
Is  addrefied  by  a.  libertine  of  quality, 
whofe  courtfhip,  while  permitted,  was 
imperioufnefs  j  and  whofe  tendernefs,  in- 
iult;  having  found  the  young  lady  too 
fufceptible  of  imprefTion,  open  and  unrc- 
iervecj,  and  even  valuing  him  the  more, 
as  it  fcemed,  for  treating  her  with  unge- 
nerous contempt ;  for  that  fhe  was  al- 
ways making  excufes  for  flights,  ill- 
manners,  and  even  ludenefs,  which  no 
other  young  lady  would  forgive. 

That  this  facility  on  her  fide,  and  this 
infolence  on  his,  and  an  over-free,  and 
even  indecent  degree  of  ramping,  as  it 
is  called,  with  her,  which  once  her 
mamma  furpriied  them  in,  made  her 
papa  forbid  his  vifits,  and  her  receiving1 
them. 

That  this,  however,  was  fo  much  to 
Mils  Cope"s  regret,  that  flic  was  detected. 
in  a  defign  to  elope  to  him  out  of  the 
private  «;»rden-door  ;  which,  had  flie  ef- 
feclfcd,  in  all  probability,  the  indelicate 
aiul  difhonourable  peer  would  have  tri- 
umphed over  her  irynccerrce;  having  'given 
cut'iince,  that  hi  intended  to  .revenge 


himfelfon  the  daughter,  for  the  difgrace 
he  had  received  from  the  parents. 

That  though  flie  was  convinced  of 
this,  it  was  feared  fhe  flill  loved  'him, 
and  would  threw  herfclf  in  his  way  the 
mil  convenient  opportunity ;  urging, 
that  his  rafh  cxprefiions  were  the  eftecl 
only  of  his  paflion  j  for  that  ilie  knows 
he  loves  her  too  well  to  be  difhonourable  to 
her  :  and  by  the  fame  degree  of  favour- 
able prepoflefiion,  flie  will  have  it,  that 
his  brutal  roughnefs,  is  the  ijianlinefs  of 
his  nature  j  that  his  moil  fhocking  expref- 
fions,  are  fincerity  of  heart;  that  his 
boails  of  his  former  lewdnels,  are  but 
inftance's  that  he  knpws  the  world ;  that 
his  freedoms  with  her  perfon,  are  but 
excefs  of  love,  and  innocent  gaiety  of 
temper}  that  his  relenting  the  prohibi- 
tion he  has  met  with,  and  his  threats, 
are  other  inftances  of  his  love  and  his 
courage  :  and  peers  of  the  realm  ought 
not  to  be  bound  down  by  little  narrow 
rules,  like  the  vulgar ;  for,  truly,  their 
honour,  which  is  regarded  in  the  greateft 
cafes,  as  equal  with  the  oath  of  a  com- 
mon gentleman,  is  a  iecurity  that  a  lady 
may  truft  to,  if  he  is  not  a  profligate  in- 
deed; and  that  Lord  P.  cannot  be. 

That  excepting  thefe  weakness, Mifs- 
has  many  good  qualities  ;  is  charitable, 
pious,  humane,  humble;  fmgs  fwettly, 
plays  on  the  ipinnet  charmingly  \  is  meek» 
fearful,  and  never  was  reiolute  or  cou- 
rageous enough  to  ittp  out1  of  the  regular 
path,  till  her  too  flexible  heart  became 
touched  with  a  paflion,  that  is  faid  to 
polifh  the  moll  brutal  temper,  and  there- 
fore her  rough  peer  has  none  of  it;  and 
to  animate  the  dove,  of  which  Mils  Cope 
has  too  much. 

That  Mifs  SUTTON,  a  young  lady 
of  the  like  age  with  the 'two  former,  has 
too  lively  and  airy  a  turn  of  mind  ;  af- 
feels  to  be  thought  well  read  in  the  hif- 
tories  of  kingdoms,,  as  well  as  in  polit-; 
literature.  Speaks  French  fluently,  talks 
much  upon  all  fubie6ls  ;  and  h^s  a  great 
deal  of  that  flippant  wit,  which  makes 
more  enemies  than  friends.  .  However, 
is  innocent,  and  uni'ufpecledly  vi: 
hitherto;  but  makes  herfelf  cheap  and 
acceflible  to  fopstuul  rakes,,  and  has  not 
the  worfe  opinion  of  a  man  for  being 
fuch.  ..Liftens  eagti'y'to  ftories  told  to 
the  difadvamugc  of  indivicHals  of  he; 
own  fex  j.  though  afftcHng  to  be  a  great 
ftickler  for  the  honour  of  the  fex  in  ge-« 
iierah  will  r,:*»Mtyiv!2;ly  jn-opagate  lurh 
ftcrics  i  thinks"  (vi'uicu'.  cOnfio^nng  \^ 

whit 
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the  imprudence  of  her  own  con- 
ducl  may  fubjcft  her)  the  woman,  that 
(lips,  inexcufable;  and  the  man  who 
leduces  her,  much  lefs  faulty :  and  by 
thjs  means,  encourages  the  one  fex  in 
their  vilenefs,  and  gives  up  the  other  for 
their  weaknefs,  in  a  kind  of  filly  affec- 
tation, to  mew  her  fccurity  in  her  own 
virtue;  at  the  very  time,  -that  me  is 
dancing  upon  the  edge  of  a  precipice, 
prefumptuoufly  inattentive  to  her  own 
danger. 

The  worthy  dean,  knowing  the  ladies 
intention  in  this  viiit  to  me,  brought  his 
daughter  with  him,  as  if  by  accident : 
for  Mifs  L.  with  many  good  qualities, 
is  of  a  remarkably  foft  temper,  though 
not  fo  inconfiderately  foft  as  Mifs  Cope: 
but  is  too  credulous.;  and,  as  her  papa 
fufpecls,  entertains  more  than  a  liking 
to  a  wild  young  gentleman,  the  heir  to 
a  noble  fortune,  who  makes  vifits  to  her, 
full  of  tendernefs  and  refpect,  but  with- 
out declaring  himfelf.  This  gives  the 
dean  a  great  deal  of  uneafmefs,  and  he 
is  very  deiirous  that  his  daughter  fhould 
be  in  my  company  on  all  occafions ;  as 
fhe  is  fo  kind  to  profefs  a  great  regard 
to  my  opinion  and  judgment. 

'Tis  eafy  to  fee  the  poor  young  lady 
is  in  love;  and  fhe  makes  no  doubt  that 
the  young  gentleman  loves  her:  but, 
alas !  why  then  (for  he  is  not  a  bafhful 
man,  as  you  fhall  hear)  does  he  not  fay 
f«j? — He  has  deceived  already  two  young 
creatures.  His  father  has  cautioned  the 
dean  againft  hisfon.  Has  told  him,  that 
he  is  fly,  fubtle,  full-  of  ftratagem,  yet 
has  fo  much  command  of  himfelf,  (which 
makes  him  more  dangerous)  as  not  to 
precipitate  his  defigns ;  but  can  wait  with 
patience,  till  he  thinks  himfelf  fecure  of 
his  prey,  and  then  pulls  off  the  malk  at 
o?ice;  and,  iff  he  fucceeds,  glories  in  his 
villainy. 

Yet  does  thefatherbeg  of  the  dean  to 
permit  his  vifits ;  for  he  vfrevkTbe  glad 
he  would  marry  MifsL.  though  greatly 
unequal  in  fortune  to  his  fon ;  wifhing 
for  nothing  fo  much,  as  that  he  'would 
marry.  And  the  dean,  owing  his 
principal  preferment  to  the  old  gen- 
tleman, cares  not  to  difoblige  him,  or 
affront  his  fon,  without  fome  apparent 
reafbn  for  it,  especially  -as  the  father  is 
wrapt  up  in  him,  having  no  other  child, 
and  being  himfelf  half  afraid  of  him, 
left,  if  too  much  thwarted,  he  fhould  fly 
out  -intirely. 
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So  here,  Madam,  are  four  younc^  la- 
dies of  like  years,  and  different  inclina- 
nations  and  tempers,  all  of  whom  may 
be  faid  to  have  dangers  to  encounter, 
refulting  from  their  refpe&ive  difpofi- 
tions  :  and  who,  profefling  to  admire  my 
character,  and  the  example  I  had  fet, 
were  brought  to  me,  to  be  benefited,  as 
Mrs.  Towers  was  pleafed  to  fay,  by  my 
converfation  :  and  all  was  to  be  as  if 
accidental,  none  of  them  knowing  how- 
well  I  was  (acquainted  with  their  feveral 
characters. 

How  proud,  my  dear  Lady  G.  would 
this  compliment  have  made  me,  from 
fuih  a  lady  as  Mrs.  Towers,  had  I 
not  been  as  proud  as  proud  could  be 
before,  of  the  good  opinion  of  four  be- 
loved perfons,  Mr.  B.  Lady  Davers,  the 
Countefs  of  C.  and  your  dear  felf  ! 

We  were  attended  only  by  Polly  Bar- 
low, who  was  as  much  concerned  as 
any  body,  in  fome  of  the  points  that 
came  before  us.  And  as  you  know  this 
was  in  the  time  of  the  viiit  paid  us  by 
Lord  and  Lady  Davers,  and  that  noble 
Countefs,  'tis  proper  to  fay,  they  were 
abroad  together  upon  a  viiit,  from  which, 
knowing  how  I  was  to  be  engaged,  they 
excufed  me. 

The  dean  was  well  known  to,  and 
valued  by,  all  the  ladies  j  and  therefore 
was  no  manner  of  reftraintu;  on  the  free* 
clom  of  our  converfation. 

I  was  above  in  my  clofet  when  they 
came  j  and  Mrs.  Towers,  having  pre'- 
fented  each  young  lady  to  me  when  J 
came  down,  faid,  being  all  feared  —  *  I 
can  guefs  at  your  employment,  Mrs. 
B.  Writing,  I  dare  fay  ?  I  have 
often  wifhed  to  have  you  for  a  corre- 
fpondent  ;  for  every  one  who  can  boaft 
of  that  favour,  exalts  you  to  the  Ikies, 
and  fays,  your  letters  exceed  yourcon- 
verfrtion  ;  but  I  always  infilled  upon 
it,  that  that  was  impoilible." 
*  Mrs.  Towers/  laid  I,  «  is  always 
faying  the  rnoft  obliging  things  in  the 
world  of  her  neighbours  :  but  may  not 
one  fuffer,  dear  Madam,  for  thele  kind 
prepoffeflions,  in  the  opinion  of  greater 
llrangers,  who  will  judge  more  impar- 
tially than  your  favour  will  permit  you 


*  That,1  faid  Lady  Arthur,  <  will  be 
fo  foon-put  out  of  doubt,  when  Mrs. 
B.  'begins  to  fpeak,  that  we  will  refer 
•to  that,  and  fo  put  an  end  to  every  thing 
that  looks  like  compliment.' 

*  But,  Mrs.  B.'  faid  Mrs.  Towers, 

4.  1  '  may 
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'  may  one  aflc,  what  particular  fubject 
*  was  at 'this  time  your  employment?' 

I  had  been  writing,  (you  mult  know, 
Lady  G.)  for  the  fake  of  fuiting  Mifs 
Stapylton's  flighty  vein,  •£  little  fketch 
of  the  ftyle  (lie  is  fo  fond  of  ;  and  hoped 
for  feme  fuch  opportunity  as  this  qxieilion 
gave  me,  to 'bring  it  on  the  carpet;  for 
my  only  fear,  with  her  and  Mil's  Cope, 
and  Mils  S..tton,  was,  that  they  would 
deem  me  too  grave;  and  fo  what  fhould 
fall  in  the  courfe  of  converiation,  would 
make  the  lei's  imprefTion  upon  them.  For. 
even  the  belt  inftructions  in  the  world, 
you  know,  will  be  ineffectual,  if  the 
method  of  conveying  them  is  not  adapt- 
ed to  the  tafte  and  temper  of  the  perfon 
you  would  wilh  to  influence.  And,  more- 
over, I  had  a  view  in  it,  to  make  this 
little  fketch  the  introduction  to  a  future 
occafion  for  fome  obfervations  on  the  {tiff 
and  affected  ftyle  of  romances,  which 
might  put  Mils  Stapylton  out  of  conceit 
with  them,  and  make  her  turn  the  courfe 
of  her  ftudies  another  way  j  as  I '  mall 
mention  in  it's  place. 

I  anfwered,  that  I  had  been  meditat- 
ing upon  the  misfortune  of  a  fine  young 
lady,  who  had  been  feduced  and  betrayed 
by  a  gentleman  (he  loved ;  and*who,  not- 
ivithftanding,  had  the  grace  to  ftop  fhort, 
(indeed,  later  than  were  to  be  wifhed) 
and  to  abandon  friends,  country,  lover, 
in  order  to  avoid  any  further  intercourfe 
with  him;  and  that  God  had  blelled  her 
penitence  and  refolution,  and  {he  was 
now  very  happy  in  a  neighbouring  do- 
minion. 

'  A  fine  fubjeft  !'  faidMifs  Stapylton. 

*  — Was  the  gentleman  a  man  of  wit, 

*  Ma'dam  ?  Was  the  lady  a  woman  of 
«  tafte?' 

'  The  gentleman,  Madam,  was  all 

*  that  was  defirable  in  man,  had  he  been 

*  virtuous :  the  lady,  all  that  was  ex- 
'  celleht  in  woman,  had  ihe  been  more 

*  cncurnfpect.     But  it  was  a  firft  love 
'  on  both  fides ;  and  little  did  fhe  think 

*  he  could  have  taken  advantage  of  her 
'  innocence  and  her  affection  for  him.' 

1  A  fad,  fad  ftory!'  faid  Mifs  Cope: 

*  But,  pray,  Madam,  did  their  friends 

*  approve  of  their  vifits  ?  For  danger, 
(  fometimes,  as  1  have  heard,  arifes  from 

*  the  cruelty  of  friends,  who  force  lov~ 

*  ers  upon  private  ami  clandeftine  meet- 

*  ings ;  when,  perhaps  there  can  be  no 

*  material  objection,  why  the  gentleman 
4  and  lady  may  not  come  together.'     \ 

*  Well  obferved,Mifs  Cope/  thought 


I !  '  How  we  are  for  making  every  cafe 

*  applicable  to  our  own,  when  our  hearts 

*  are  fixed  upon  a  point?' 

*  It  cannot  be  called  cruelty  in  friends, 

*  Madam,'    faid  I,    «  when  their  cau- 
1  tions,  or  even  prohibitions,  are  fo  well 

*  juftihed  by  the  event,  as  in  this  cafe — 

*  and,  generally,  by  the  wicked  arts  and 
'  practices  of  ieducers.    And  how  hap- 
(  py  is  it  for  a  la'dy,  when  fhe  fuffers 
'  herfelf  to  be  convinced,  that  thoie  who 
'  have  lived  forty  year;  in  the  world, 

*  may  know  twice  as  much,  at  leait,  of 
'  that  world,  as  fhe  can  poiUbly  know  at 

*  twenty,  ten  of  which  moreover  are  al- 
'  molt  a  blank!  If  they  do  net,  the  one 

*  muft  be  fuppofed  very  ignorant ;  the 
'  other,  very  knowing. 

'  But,  Madam,  the  lady,  whofe  hard 
'  cafe  I  was  coniidering,  hcpeihoo  much, 
'  and  feared  too  little ;  that  was  her 
'  fault ;  which  made  her  give  opportu- 
'  nities  to  the  gentleman,  which  neither 

*  liberty  nor  reftrainl  could  iuftify  in  her. 
'  She  had  not  the  difcretion,  poor  lady  I 

*  in  this  one  great  point  of  all,  that  the 
1  ladies  I  have  in  my  eye,  I  dare  fay, 
1  would  have  had  in  her  cafe.' 

*  I  beg  pardon,'  faid  Mifs  Cope,  and 
blufhed.     *  I  know  not  the  cafe,  and 
1  ought  to  have  been  filent.' 

'  Ay,'  thought  I,  *  fo  you  would, 
'  had  not  you  thought  yourfelf  more  af- 
1  fected  by  it,  than  it  were  to  be  wi/hed 
'  you  were.' 

<  I  think,'  faid  Mifs  Sutton,    '  the 

*  lady  was  the  lei's  to  be  pitied,  as  me 
'  muft  know  what  her  character  required 
'  of  herj  and  that  men  will  generally 

*  deceive  when  they  are  trufted.    There 
'  are  very  few  of  them,  \v\\opreiendto 
1  be  virtuous ;  and  it  is  allowed  to  be. 
'  their  privilege  to  afk,  as  it  is  the  ladfs 
1  to  deny.' 

'  So,  Madam,'  replied  I,    *  you  are 

*  fuppofing  a  continual  ftate  of  warfare 
4  between  the  two  fexes ;  one  offenfive, 
4  the  other  defenfive:    and,  indeed,  I 

*  think  the  notion*  not  altogether  amifs  j 

*  for  a  lady  will  affuredly  be  lefs  in  dan- 

*  ger,  where  me  rather  fears  an  enemy 

*  in  the  acquaintance  fhe  has  of  that  fex , 

*  than  hopes  a  friend;  efpecially  as  fo 

*  much  depends  upon  the  iffue,  either  of 

*  her  doubt,  or  of  her  confidence.' 

*  I  don't  know  neither,  Madam,'  re- 
turned Mifs  Sutton,  very  brifkiy,  *  whe- 

*  ther  the  men  mould  be  fet  out  to  us  as 

*  fuch  bugbears,  as  our  mothers  gene- 
'  rally  reprefent  them.     It  is  making 

<  them 


*  them  too  considerable ;  and  is  a  kind  of 
(  refle6lion  upon  the  dii'cretion  and  vir- 
'•  tue  of  our  lex,  and  fuppofes  us  weak 

*  indeed. 

*  The  late  Czar,  I  have  read/  conti- 
nued /he,  «  took  a  better  method  with 
f  the  Swedes,  who  had  often  beat  him  j 

*  when,  after  a  great  viclory,  he  made 
1  his  captives  march  in  proceffion  through 

*  the  ttreets  of  his  principal  city,  to  fa- 
'  miliarize  them  to  the  Ruffes,  and  mew 

*  them  they  were  but  men/ 

4  Very  well  obferved,1  replied  I :  *  but 
4  then,  did  you  not  fay,  that  this  was 
4  thought  neceffary  to  be  done,  becaufe 
1  the  Ruffes  had  been  often  defeated  by 
'  the  Swedes,  and  thought  too  kigktj  of 

*  them ;  and  when  the  Swedes,  taking 
4  advantage  of  that  prepoffeffion,  had 

*  the  greater  contempt  of  the  Ruffes?' 

She  looked  a  little  difconcertedj  and 
being  filent,  I  proceeded : 

4  I  am  very  far.  Madam,  from  think- 
ing the  generality  of  men  very  formi- 
dable,if  our  lex  do  juftice  tothemfelves, 
and  to  what  their  characters  require  of 
them.  Neverthelefs,  give  me  leave  to 
fay,  that  the  men  I  thought  contempt- 
ible, I  would  not  think  worthy  of  my 
company,  nor  give  it  to  them,  when  I 
could  avoid  it.  And  as  for  thofe, 
who  are  more  to  be  regarded,  I  am 
afraid,  that  when  they  can  be  affured, 
that  a  lady  allows  it  to  be  their  privi- 
lege to  fue  for  favorrs,  it  will  certainly 
embolden  them  to  folicrt,  and  to  think 
themfelves  acting  in  character  when 
they  put  the  lady  upon  her's,  to  refufe 
them.  And  yet  I  am  humbly  of  opi- 
nion with  the  poet ; 

•"  He  comes  toe  near,  who  comes  to  be  de- 
"  njd.n 


1  For  thefe  reafons,  Madam,  I  was 
pleafed  with  your  notion,  that  it  would 
be  bell  tt>  look  upon  that  lex,  efpecially 
if  we  allow  them  the  privilege  you  fpeak 
of,  in  an  hoftile  light. 

*  But  permit  me  to  obferve,  with  re- 
gard to  the  moft  contemptible  of  the 
fpecies,  fops,   coxcombs,   and  pretty 
fellows,  that  many  a.  good  general  has 
been  defeated,  when,   trufting  to  his 
great  ftrength  and  fkill,  he  has  defpifed 
a  truly  weak  enemy/ 

*  I   believe,   Madam/  returned  me, 
your  obfervation  is  very  juft.     I  have 
read  of  fuch  inftances.       But,  dear 
Madam,  permit  me  to  a(k,  Whether 
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4  we  fpeak  not  too  generally,  when  we 

*  condemn  every  man  who  dreffes  well, 
4  and  is  not  a  floven,  as  a  fop  or  a  cox- 
4  comb  r 

*  No  doubt,  we  do,  when  this  is  the 
4  cafe.  But  permit  me  to  obferve,  that 
4  you  hardly  ever  in  your  life,  faw  a  man 
4  who  was  very  nice  about  his  perion 
c  and  drefs, thathadany thing hethought 

*  of  greater  confequence  to  himfelf  to 
4  regard.     'Tis  natural  it  mould  be  fo; 

*  for  fhould  not  the  man  of  body  take  the 
4  greateft  care  to  fet  out  and  adorn  the 
'  part  for  which  he  thinks  himfelf  moft 

*  valuable  ?    And  will  not  the  man  of 
4  mind  beftow  his  principal  care  in  im- 
4  proving  that  mind  ?  perhaps,  to  the 

*  negiecl  of  drefs,  and  outward  appear- 
4  ance,  which  is  a  fault.     B'.:t  furely, 

*  Madam,  there  is  a  middle-way  to  be 

*  obferved,  in  thefe,  as  in  moft  other 

*  cafes ;  for  a  man.  need  not  be  a  flover., 

*  any  more  than  a  fop.     He  need  not 
4  mew  an  utter  difregarcl  to  drefs,  nor 

*  yet  think  it  his  firft  and  chief  concern  j 
4  be  ready  to  quarrel  with  the  wind  for 
4  difcompofing  his  peruque,  or  fear  to 
4  put  on  his  hat,  left  he  fliould  deprefs 

*  his  foretopj  more  diflike  a  fpot  upon 
4  his  clothes,  than  in  his  reputation  :  be 

*  a  felf- admirer,  and  always  at  the  glafs, 

*  which  he  would   perhaps  never  lock 

*  into,  could  it  mew  him  the  deformity 
4  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  the  finery  of  his 
4  perion  ;  who  has  a  taylor  for  his  tutor, 
4  and  a  milliner  for  his  fchool-miftrefs  : 

*  who  laughs  at  men  of  fenfe  (excufably 

*  enough,    perhaps  in  revenge  becaufe 
4  they  laugh  at  him  : )  who  calls  learning 
'  pedantry  5  and  looks  upon  the  know- 
'  ledge  of  the  fafliions,  as  the  only  ufe- 

*  .ful  fcience  to  a  fine  gentleman. 

*  Pardon  me,  ladies  :  I  could  proceed 
'  with  the  character  of  this  fpecies  of 
'  men  5  but  I  need  not ;  becaufe  every 
<  lady  prefent,  I  am  fure,  would  defpife 
'  fuch  a  one,  as  much  as  I  do,  were  he 
«  to  fall  in  her  way :  and  the  rather,  be- 
'  caufe  it  is  certain,  that  he  whoadinires 

*  himfelf,  will  never  admire  his  lady  as 
'  he  ought;    and   if  he   maintains  his 
'  nicenefs  after  marriage,  it  will  be  with 
«  a  preference  to  his  own  perfon ;  if  not, 
4  will  fmk,  very  probably  into  the  wprft 

*  offlovens.     For  whoever  is  capable  of 
4  one  extreme,  (take  almoft  the  cafes  in 
4  human  life  through)  when  he  recedes 
4  from  that,  if  he  be  not  a  man  of  pru- 
4  dence,  will  go  over  into  the  other. 

4  But  to  return  to  the  former  fubjecl, 
4  I  *  (for 
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(for  the  general  attention  encouraged  me 
to  proceed)  '  permit  me,  Mifs  Sutton,  to 
add,  that  a  lady  muft  run  great  rifques 
to  her  reputation,  if  not  to  her  virtue, 
who  will  admit  into  her  company  any 
gentleman,  who  mall  be  of  opinion, 
and  know  it  to  be  kefs,  that  it  is  his 
province  to  uflc  a  favour,  which  it  will 
be  her  duty  to  deny.' 
*  I  believe,  Madam,  I  fpoke  thefe 
words  a  little  too  carelefsly:  but  I 
meant/>o«0«r<3/>/£queftions,  to  befure.' 
'  There  can  be  but  one  honourable 
queftion,'  replied  I  j  '  and  that  is  fel- 
dom  afked,  but  when  the  affair  rs 
brought  near  a  conclufion,  and  there 
is  a  probability  of  it's  being  granted  j 
and  which  a  fmgle  lady,  while  fhe  has 
parents  or  guardians,  mould  never 
think  of  permitting  to  be  put  to  her- 
felf,  mueMefs  of  approving,  nor,  per- 
haps, as  the  cafe  may  be,  of  denying. 
But  I  make  no  doubt,  Madam,  that 
you  meant  honourable  queftions.  A 
young  lady  of  Mifs  Sritton's  good 
fenfe,  and  worthy  character,  could  not 
mean  otherwile.  And  I  have  faid, 
perhaps,  more  than  I  needed  to  fay, 
upon  this  fubieil,  hecaufe  we  all  know 
how  ready  the  prefuming  of  the  other 
fex  are,  right  or  wrong,  to  conrtnie 
the  moft  innocent  meanings  in  favour 
of  their  own  views;' 
'  Very  true,'  laid  fhe;  but  appeared 
to  be  under  an  agreeable  confufion,  every 
lady,  by  her  eye,  teeming  to  think  /he 
had  met  with 'a  deferved  rebuke  j  and 
which  not  feeming  to  expect,  it  abated 
her  livelinefs  all  the  time  after. 

Mrs.  Towers  feafonably  relieved  us 
both  from  a  fubject  too  applicable,  if  I 
may  fo  exprels  it,  faying: — *  But,  dear 

*  Mrs.  B.  will  you  favour  us  with  the 
'  refult  of  your  meditation,  if  you  have 

*  committed  it  to  writing,  on  the  unhap- 

*  py  cafe  you  mentioned  ?" 

1 1  was  rather,  Madam,  exercifing  my 
'  fancy  than  my  judgment,  liich  as  it  is, 

*  upon  the  occafion.     I  was  aiming  at  a 

*  kind  of  allegorical  or  metaphorical  ftyle^ 

*  I  know  not  which  to  call  it ;  and  it  is 
'  not  fit  to  be  read  before  fuch  judges,  I 
«  doubt/ 

'  O  pray,  dear  Madam,'  faid  Mifs 
Stapylton,  l  favour  us  with  it  to  ckoofe; 

*  for  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  that  ftyle.' 
'  I  have  a  great  curioiity,'  laid  Lady 

Arthur,  *  both  from  thefubjefl  and  the 

*  ftylf,  to  hear  what  you  have  written : 

*  and  I  be£  you  vviU  oblige  us  all,' 


*  It  is  fhort  ano*  unfinimed.  It  was 
written  for  the  fake  of  a  friend,  who 
is  fond  of  fuch  a  ftyle ;  and  what  I 
mail  add  to  it,  will  be  principally  forme 
flight  obfervations  upon  this  way  of 
writing.  But,  let  it  be  ever  fo  cen- 
furable,  I  mould  be  more  fo,  if  I  mad« 
any  difficulties  after  fuch  an  unanimous 
i  equelt,'  So,  taking  it  out  of  my  let- 
ter-cafe, I  read  a&  follows  : 

'  While  the  banks  of  difcretion  keep 
the  prond<waeves  ofpaj/ion  within  their 
natural  channel,  all  calm  and  ferene', 
glides  along  the  filver  current,  enliven- 
ing the  adjacent  meadows,  as  it  pafles", 
with  a  brighter  and  more  flowery  ver- 
dure. But  if  the  torrents  of  fenfual 
lo*ve  are  permitted  to  defcend  from  the 
bills  of  credulous  hope,  they  may  fo 
fwell  the  gentle  ftream,  as  to  make  it 
difficult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  be  re- 
tained betwixt  it's  ufual  bounds.  What 
then  will  be  the  confluence? — Why, 
the  trees  of  refolution,  and  the^ra^j 
of  cautious  fear,  which  grew  upon  the 
frail  mound,  and  whofe  intertwining 
roots  had  contributed  to  fupport  it,  be- 
ing loofened  from  their  hold,  they,  and 
all  that  would  fwim  of  the  bank  itfelf, 
will  be  feen  floating  on  the  furface  of 
the  triumphant  waters. 

'  But  here,  a  dear  lady,  having  un- 
happily failed,  is  enabled  to  fet  \\erfooi 
in  the  new  made  breach,  while  yet  it  is 
pojfible  to  ftop  it,  and  to  fay,  with  little 
variation,  in  the  languageof  that  power, 
which.only  could  enable  her  to  fay  it, 
Hither,  ye  proud  waves  of  diflolute 
Iwe,  although  you  HAVE  come,  yet  no 
farther  SHALL  ye  come;  is  fuch  an 
inftance  of  magnanimous  refolutioR 
and  felf-conqueit,  as  is  very  rarely  to 
be  met  with.' 

Mifs  Stapylton  feemed  pleafed  (as  I 
expected)  with  what  I  iead,andtoldme, 
that  (he  mould  take  it  for  a  high  favour, 
if  I  would  permit  her,  if  it  were  riot  im- 
proper, to  fee  the  whole  letter,  when  I 
had  finished  it. 

I  faid,  I  would  oblige  her  with  all  my 
heart. — «  But  you  mud  not  expect,  Ma- 
dam, thatalthough  I  have  written  what 
I  have  reitl  to  you,  I  fliall  approve  of 
it  in  my  obfervations  upon  it  j  for  I 
am  convinced,  that  no  ityle  can  be  pro- 
per, which  is  not  plain,  fimple,  eafy, 
natural,  and  unaffected.' 
She  was  fure,  (he  was  ptea&d  to  fay, 

that 
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that  whatever  my  obfervatiom  were,  they 
would  be  equally  juft  and  inftrucHve. 
'  I  too,'  laid  the  dean,  *  will  anfwer 
for  that }  for  I  dare  fay,  by  what  I  have 
already  heard,  that  Mrs.  B.  willdiftin- 
guifh  properly  between  the  ftyle,  (and 
the  matter  too)  which  captivates  the 
imagination,  and  that  which  informs 
the  judgment.' 

Our  conversation,  after  this,  took  a 
more  general  turn,  as  to  the  air  of  it,  if 
I  may  fay  fo ;  which  I  thought  right,  left 
the  young  ladies  mould  imagine  it  was  a 
defigned  thing  againft  them  :  but  yet  it 
was  fuch,  that  every  one  of  them  found 
her  character  and  tafte,  little  or  much, 
concerned  in  it ;  and  all  feerned,  as  Mrs. 
Towers  afterwards  obferved  to  me,  by 
their  filence  and  attention,  to  be  bulled  in 
private  applications. 

The  dean  began  it,  with  a  high  com- 

Sliment  tome;  havingaview,  no  doubt, 
y  his  land  praifes,  to  make  my  obfer- 
vations  have  the  greater  weight  upon  the 
young  ladies.     He  was  pleafed  to  fay, 
that  it  was  matter  of  great  furprife  to 
him,  that,  my  tender  years  confidered, 
I  mould  be  capable  of  making  thofe  re- 
flections, by  which  perfons  of  twice  my 
age  and  experience  might  be  inftrufted. 
*-~*  You  fee,  Madam,'  faid  he,  f  how 
attentive  we  all  are,  when  your  lips  be- 
gin to  open ;    and  I  beg  we  may  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  be  attentive/ 
'  I  have  had  fuch  advantages.  Sir,1  re- 
)lied   I,    *  from  the   obfervations  and 
cautions  of  my  late  excellent  lady,  that 
did  you  but  know  half  of  them,  you 
would  rather  wonder  I  had  made  no 
greater  improvement,  than  that  I  have 
madeyo  much.     She  ufed  to  think  me 
pretty,  and  not  ill-tempered,   and,  of 
courfe,  not  incredulous,  where  I  con- 
ceived a  good  opinion;  and  was  always 
arming  me  on  that  fide,  as  believing  I 
might  be  the  object  of  wicked  attempts, 
and  the  rather,  as  my  low  fortune  fub- 
jecled  me  to  danger.     For,  had  I  been 
born  to  rank  and  condition,  as  thefe 
young  ladies  here,  I  mould  have  had 
reaf'on  to  think  of  myfelf,  as  juftly,  as, 
no  doubt,  they  do,  and,  of  confequence, 
beyond  the  reach  of  any  vile  intriguer; 
as  I  mould  have  been  above  thegreateft 
part  of  that  fpecies  of  mankind,  who, 
for  want  of  underftanding  or  honour, 
or  through  penicious  habits,  givethem- 
felves  up  to  libertinifm.' 
*  Thefe  were  great  advantages,  no 
*  doubt,'    faid  Mifs  Suttonj  «  but  in 


you,  they  met  with  a  furprifmg  genius, 
'tis  very  plain,  Madam ;  and  there  is 
not,   in  my  opinion,  a  lady  in  Eng- 
land of  your  years,  who  would  have 
improved  by  them,  asyou'have  done.* 
I  anfwered,  that  I  was  much  obliged 
to  her  for  her  good  opinion  :  and  that  I 
had  always   obferved,   that   the  perfon 
who  admired  any  good  qualities  in  an- 
other,   gave  a  kind  of  natural  demon- 
ftration,  that  me  had  the  fame  in  an  emi- 
nent degree  herfelf,  although,  perhaps, 
her  modeft  diffidence  would  not  permit 
her  to  trace  the  generous  principle  to  it's 
fource. 

The  dean,  in  order  to  bring  us  back, 
again  to  the  fubjecl  of  credulity,  repeated 
my  remark,  that  it  was  fafer,  in  cafes 
where  fo  much  depended  upon  the  iflue, 
as  a  lady's  honour  and  reputation,  to 
fear  an  enemy  >  than  to  hope  a  friend  ^ 
and  praifed  my  obfervation,  that  even  a 
weak  enemy  is  not  to  be  too  much  de- 
fpifed. 

I  faid,  I  had  very  high  notions  of  the 
honour  the  value  of  my  own  fex,  and 
very  mean  ones  of  the  gay  and  frothy 
part  of  the  other;  infomuch,  that  I 
thought  they  could  have  no  ftrength, 
but  what  was  founded  in  our  weaknefs  : 
that,  indeed,  the  difference  of  education 
muft  give  men  advantages,  even  where 
the  genius  is  naturally  equal ;  that,  be- 
fides,  they  have  generally  more  hardnefs 
of  heart,  which  makes  women,  where 
they  meet  not  with  men  of  honour,  to 
engage  with  that  fex  upon  very  unequal 
terms  ;  for  that  it  is  fb  cuftomary  with 
them  to  make  vows  and  promifes,  and  to 
fet  light  by  them,  when  madey  that  an. 
innocent  lady  cannot  guard  too  watch- 
fully againft  them ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
mould  believe  nothing  they  faid,  or  evea 
vmued,  but  what  carried  demonftration. 
with  it. 

*  I  remember,*  continued  I,  *  my  lady 
ufed  often  to  obferve,  That  there  is  a 
time  of  life  in  all  young  perfons,  which 
may  properly  be  called,  The  romantick, 
which  is  a  very  dangerous  period,  and 
requires  therefore  a  great  guard  of  pru- 
dence :  that  the  rifque  is  not  a  little 
augmented  by  reading  novels  and  ro- 
mances ;  and  that  the  poetical  tribe 
have  much  to  anfwer  for  on  this  head, 
by  reafon  of  their  heightened  and  in- 
flaming defcriptions,  which  do  much, 
hurt  to  thoughtlefs  minds,  and  lively 
imaginations.  For  to  thofe,  me  would 
have  it*  are  principally  owing,  the 
'  rafhnefs 
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rafhnefs  and  indifcretion  of  foft  and 
tender  difpofitions ;  which,  in  breach 
of  their  duty,  and  even  to  the  difgrace 
of  their  fex,  too  frequently  let  them 
upon  enterprifes,  like  thofe  they  have 
read  in  thofe  pernicious  writings, 
which  not  feldom  make  them  fall  a  fa- 
crifice  to  the  bale  deligns  of  fome  vile 
intriguer  j  and  even  in  cafes  where  their 
precipitation  ends  the  bed,  that  is.  to 
fay,  in  marriage,  they  too  frequently 
(in  direct  opposition  to  the  caution s  and 
commands  of  their  tried,  their  expe- 
rienced, and  unqueftioxable  fpjends) 
throw them'felves  upon  an  almoftjl  ran- 
ger, who,  had  he  been  worthy  of  them, 
would  not,  nor  needed  to  have  taken 
indirect  methods  to  obtain  their  fa- 
vour. 

'  And  the  misfortune  is,*  continued 
,  (  the  molt  innocent  are  generally  the 
moil  credulous.  Sux.ii  a  :ady  would 
do  no  harm  to  others  herfelf,  and  can- 
not think  others  would  do  her  any. 
And  with  regard  to  the  particular  per- 
fon  who  has  obtained,  perhaps,  a  mare 
in  her  confidence,  he  cannot,  furely, 
me  thinks,  be  'b  ingratefu.1,  as  to  re- 
turn irreparable  mifchief  for  her  good- 
will to  him.  Were  all  the  men  in  the 
world,  befides,  to  prove  falfe,  the  be- 
loved perfon  cannot.  'Twould  be 
unjuft  to  her  o<vjn  merit,  as  well  as  to 
his  views,  to  fuppofe  it :  and  fo  de- 
fign  on  his  fide,  and  credulity  andfe/f- 
opinion  on  the  lady's,  at  laft  inroll  the 
unhappy  believer  in  the  lilt  of  the  too- 
late  repenters/ 

'  And  what,  Madam/  faid  the  dean, 
has  not  that  wretch  to  anfwer  for, 
who  makes  fport  of  deftroying  a  vir- 
tuous character,  and  in  being  the 
wicked  means  of  throwing,  perhaps, 
j»pon  the  town,  and  into  the  dregs  of 
proftitution,  a  poor  creature,  whofe 
love  for  him,  and  confidence  in  him, 
was  all  her  crime  ?  and  who  otherwife 
might  have  made  a  worthy  figure  at 
the  head  of  fome  reputable  family,  and 
fo  have  been  an  ufeful  member  of  the 
commonwealth,  propagating  good  ex- 
amples, inftead  of  ruin  and  infamy,  to 
mankind  ?  To  fay  nothing  of,  what  is 
ftill  worfe,  the  dreadful  crime  of  oc- 
cafioningthe  lofs  of  a  foul;  fince  final 
impenitence  too  generally  follows  the 
firft  facrifice  which  the  poor  wretch  is 
feduced  to  make  of  her  honour  ?' 

'  There  are  fevcral  gentlemen  in  our 


'  neighbourhood,'  faid  Mrs.  Brook*, 
«  who  might  be  benefited  by  this  touch- 
f  ing  reflection,  if  it  was  reprefented  in 
'  the  fame  ftrong  lights  from  the  pulpit. 
And  permit  me  to  fay,  Mr.  Dean,  that 

*  I  think  you  mould  give  us  a  fermon 
'  upon  this  fubjeft,  for  the  fake  of  both 
'  fexes,  one  for  cauiion,  the  other  for 

*  conviclion/ 

*  I  vyill  think  of  it/  replied  he.  «  But  I 
'  am  fon-y  to  fay,  that  we  have  too  many 
'  ainong  our  younger  gentry  who  would 
'  think  themieives  pointed  at,  were  I  to 
c  touch  this  fub-ea  everfo  cautk>ully.' 

1  I  am  fuixY  faid  Mrs.Towers, «  there 
'  cannot  well  be  a  more  ufeful  one;  and 
'  the  very  reafon  the  dean  gives,  is  a  con- 
'  vincing  proof  of  it  tome.V 

1  When  I  have  had  the  pleafure  of 

*  hearing  the  further  fentiments  of  fuch 
'  an  affembly  as  this,  upon  the  delicate 
'  fubjecV  replied  this  polite  divine,  '  I 
f-  fliall  be  better  enabled  to  treat  it.  And, 

*  pray,  ladies,  proceed;  for  it  is  from  your 

*  converfation  that  I  muft  take  my  hints.* 

'  You  have  nothing  to  do,  then/  faid 
Mrs.  Towers,  <  but  to  engage  Mrs.  B. 

*  to  fpeakj  and  you  may  be  fure,  we  will 
'  all  be  as  attentive  to  her,  as  we  lhall  be 
e  to.  you,  when  we  mall  have  the  pleafure 
'  to  hear  fo  fine  a  genius  improving  upon 
'  her  hints,  from  the  pulpit." 

I  bowed  (as  the  dean  did)  to  Mrs. 
Towers  ;  and  knowing  that  me  praifed 
,me,  with  the  dean's  view,  in  order  to  in- 
duce the  young  ladies  to  give  the  greater 
attention  to  what  me  wifiSed  I  mould 
fpeak,  I  faid,  it  would  be  a  great  pre- 
fumption  in  me,  after  fo  high  a  compli- 
ment, to  open  my  lips :  neveithelefs,  as 
I  was  fure,  by  fpeaking,  I  mould  have 
the  benefit  of  inftruftion,  whenever  it 
made  them  fpeak,  I  would  not  be  back- 
ward to  enter  upon  any  fubjeft  j  for  that 
I  fhould  confider  myfelf  as  a  young 
counfel,  in  fome  great  caufe,  who  ferved 
but  to  open  it,  and  prepare  the  way  for 
thofe  of  greater  fkill  and  abilities. 

*  I  beg  then,  Madam/  faid  Mifs  Sta- 
pylton,  *  you  will  open  the  caufe,  be  the 

iubjec>  what  it  will.  And  I  could  al- 
moft  v  ifh,  that  we  had  as  many  gentle- 
men here  as  ladies,  who  would  have 
reafcn  to  be  afaamed.of  the  liberties 
they  take  in  cenfuringthe  converfations 
of  the  tea-table;  fince  the  pulpit,  as 
the  worthy  dean  gives  us  reafon  to  hope, 
may  be  beholden  to  that  of  Mrs.  B.' 

*  Nor  is  it  much  wonder,'  replied  I, 
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c  when  the  dean  himfelf  is  with  us, 
4  and  it  is  graced  by  fo  diftinguifhed  a 
«  circle.' 

*  If  many  of  our  young  gentlemen 

*  were  here,'  laid  Mrs.  Towers,  '  they 

*  might  improve  them  {elves  in  all   the 

*  graces  of  polite  and  fincere  complai- 

*  iance.    But,  compared  to  this,  I  have 

*  generally  heard  fuch   trite  and  coarfe 

*  miff  from  our  race  of  would-be  wits, 
«  that  what  they  lay,  may  be  compared 

*  to  the  fawn  ings  and  falutations  of  the' 

*  afs  in  the  fable,  who  emulating  the 

*  lap-dog,  merited  a  cudgel  rather  than 

*  encouragement. 

*  But,  Mrs.  B.'  continuedfhe,  *  begin, 

*  I  pray  you,  to  open  and  proceed  in  the 

*  caufe ;  for  there  will  be  no  counfel  em- 
'  ployed  but  you,  I  can  tell  you.' 

'  Then  give  me  a  fubjecl  that  will  fuit 

*  me,  ladies,  and  you  mall  fee  how  my 
'  obedience  to  your  commands  v/ill  make 

*  me  run  on.' 

'  Will  you,  Madam,1  feid  Mifs  Sta- 
pylton,  '  give  us  a  few  cautions  and  in- 
'  Itruclions  on  a  theme  cf  your  own, 
'  that  a  young  lady  mould  ratherlfair 

*  too  much  than  hope  too  much  ?  A  ne- 

*  ceflary  doctrine  perhaps;  but  a  difficult 
'  one  to  be  praclif  ed  by  one  who  has  be- 

*  gun  to  love,   and  who  fuppofes  all 
'  truth  and  honour  in  the  object  of  her 

*  favour.' 

*  Hope,  Ma4am;*  faid  I,  '  in  my  opi- 

*  nion,  fhouli  never  be  unaccompanied 
f  lay  fear -y  and  the  more  reafon  will  a 
'  lady  ever  have  to  fear,  and  to  fufpeft 

*  herfelf,  and  doubt  her  lover,  when  me 
'  once  begins  to  find  in  her  own  breaft 

*  an  inclination  to  him.     For  then  her 
4  danger  is  doubled,  fmce  fhe  has  b  erf  elf 
*•  (perhaps,  the  more  dangerous  enemy  of 

*  the  two)  to  guard  againft,  as  well  as 

*  him. 

'  She  may  fecretly  wifh  the  beft  in- 
(  deed;  but  what  has  been  the  fate  of 

*  others,  may  be  her  own;  and  though 
'  /he  thinks  it  not  probabte,  from  fuch  a 
'  faithful  protefter.  as  he  appears  to  her 

*  to  be,  yet  while  it  is  pojfibls,  ihe  fnould 

*  never  be  off  her  guard :  nor  will  a  pru- 

*  dent  woman  truft  to  his  mercy  or  ho- 

*  nour,  but  to  her  own  diicretion ;  and 

*  the  rather,  becaufe,  if  he  mean  well,  he 
'  himfelf  will  value  her  the  more  for  her 
'  caution,  iince  every  man  defires  to  have 

*  a  virtuous  and  prudent  wife ;  if  not 

*  well,  (he  will  dececl  him  the  fooner; 

*  and  fo,  -  by  her  prudence,  fruftrate  all 

*  his  bafe  defigns.' 


The  ladles  feeming,  by  their  fikncc, 
to  approve  v.'hat  I  laid,  I  proceeded.    • 

*  But  let  me,  my  dear  ladies,  afk,  what 

*  that  pafiion  is,  which  generally  we  dig- 

*  nify  by  the  name  of  love;  and  which, 
1  when  fo  dignified,    puts  us  \ipon   a 
'  thoufand  extravagancies  ?  I  believe,  if 

*  it  were  to  be  examined  into,  it  would 
'  be  found  too  generally  to  ewe  it's  ori- 
'  ginal  to  ungove rned  fancy ;  and  were 

*  we  to  judge  of  it  by  the  confequences 

*  that  ufually  attend  it,  it  oxight  rather 
'   to  be  called  rajbnefs,  inconjiderattony 
'  iveakuefs ;  any  thing  but  love ;   for, 

*  very  ieldom,  I  doubt,  is  ISffi  folid  jttdg- 
f  tnent  fo  much  concerned  in  ir,  as  the 

*  airy  fancy.  But  when  once  we  dignify 
f  the  wild  mifleader  with  the  name  of 

*  love,  all  the  absurdities,  which  we  read 

*  in  novels  and  romances,  take  place, 

*  and  we  are  induced  to  follow  examples 
'  that  feldom  end  happily  but  in  them. 

*  But,  permit  me  further  to  obferve, 

*  that  love,  as  we  call  it,  operates  dif- 

1  ferently  in  the  two  fexes;  as  to  it's' 

*  effecls.    For  in  woman  it  is  a  creeping 
f  thing,  in  a  man  an  incroacher;  and  this 

*  ought,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  be 
(  very  feriouily  attended  to.  Mifs  Sutton 

*  intimated  thus  much,  when  fhe  ob- 

*  ferved  that  it  was  the  man's  province 

*  to  afk,    the  lady's  to  deny: — excufe 

*  me,  Madam,  the  obfervation  was  juft, 
'  as   to  the  men's    notions:  although, 
1  methinks,  I  would  not  have  a  lady  al- 

*  low  of  it,  except  in  cafes  of  caution  to 
(  themfelves. 

'  The  doubt,  therefore/  proceeded  I, 
'  which  a  lady  has  of  her  lover 's  honour, 

*  is  needful  to  prefer ve  her  c<wn  and  bis 
'  too.   And  if  fhe  does  him  wrong,  and 

*  he  mould  be  too  juft  to  deceive  her,  fhe 
'  can  make  him  amends,  by  initances  cf 
1  greater  confidence,  when  fhe  pleafes. 

*  But  if  fhe  has  been  accuftomed  to  grant 
1  him  little  favours,  can  fhe  eafily  recall 
'  them  ?    And  will  not  the  incroacher 
(  grow  upon  her  indulgence,  pleading 
'  for  a  favour  to-day,  which  was  not  re- 
'  fufed  him  yefterday,  and  reproaching 

*  her  want  of  confidence,  as  a  want  of 

*  efteem ;  till  the  poor  lady,  who,  per- 

*  haps,  has  given  way  to  this  creeping, 

*  injinuating  paflion,  and  has  avowed  her 

*  efteem  for  him,  puts  herfelf  too  much 

*  in  his  power,  in  order  to  manifeft,  as 
'  fhe  thinks,  the  generojity  of  her  affec- 
'  tion;    and   fo,  by  degrees,  is  carried 
'  farther  than  4he  intended,  or  nice  ho- 
'  nour  ought  to  have  permitted ;  and  all 

*  becaufe, 
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becaufe,  to  keep  up  to  my  theme,  me 
topes  too  much,  and  doubts  too  little  ? 
And,  permit  me,  ladies,  to  add,  that 
there  have  been  cafes,  where  a  man 
himielfj  purfuing  the  dictates  of  his  in- 
croacbing  pafllon,  and  finding  a  lady 
too  conceding,  has  taken  advantages,  of 
•which  probably,  at  firft,  he  did  not 
prefume  to  think/ 

Mifs  Stapylton  faid,  that  virtue  itfelf 
fpoke  when  /  fpoke  j  and  fhe  was  refolv- 
fdy  when  fhe  came  home,  tc  recoliecl  as 
much  of  this  converfation  as  fhe  could, 
and  write  it  down  in  her  common-place 
bcok,  where  it  would  make  a  better  figure 
than  any  thing  me  had  there. 

*  I  fuppofe,  Mifs,'  faid  Mrs.  Towers, 

*  your  chief  collections  are  flowers  of 

*  rhetcrick,  picked  up  from  the  French 
'  and  Englim  poets,  and  novel-writers. 

*  I  would  give  fomething  for  the  pleafure 

*  of  having  it  two  hours  in  my  polTef- 

*  fion.' 

'  Fie,  Madam,'  replied  fhe,  a  little 
abafhed, «  how  can  youexpofe  yourkinf- 

*  woman  thus,  before  the  dean  and  Airs . 
«  B.?' 

*  Mrs.Towers,  Madam/  faid  I, r  only 

*  fays  this  to  provoke  you  to  mew  your 
4  collections.    I  wifh  I  had  the  pleafure 
'  of  feeing  them.     I  doubt  not  but  your 

*  common-place  book  is  a  ftore-houfeof 
'  wifdom.' 

*  There  is  nothing  bad  in  it,  I  hope,* 
replied  me  -3  *  but  I  would  not,  that  Mrs. 

*  B.  mould  fee  it,  for  the  world. — But, 

*  let  me  tell  you,  Madam,'   (to  Mrs. 
Towers,)  *  there  are  many   beautiful 
'  things,  and  good  inftru&ions,  to  be 

*  collected  from  novels,  and  plays,  and 

*  romances  j    and     from   the    poetical 

*  writers  particularly,  light  as  you  are 

*  pleafed  to  make  of  them. — Pray,  Ma- 

*  dam,'  (to  me)  '  have  you  ever  been  at 
'   all  converfant  in  fuch  writers  ?' 

*  Not  a  great  deal  in  the  former  j  there 

*  were  very  few  novels  and  romances, 

*  that  my  lady  woxild  permit  me  to  read ; 

*  and  thoie  I  did,  gave  me  no  great  plea- 
4  fure;  for  either  they  dealt  fo  much  in 
e  the  marvellous  and  improbable,  or  were 
(  fo  unnaturally  mfiaming  to  the  pajfions, 

*  and  fo  full  of  k<v e  and  intrigue,  that 

*  hardly  any  of  them  but  feemed  calcu- 

*  lated  tojire  the  imagination t  rather  than 

*  to  inform  the  judgment.  Titles  and  tour- 

*  naments,  breaking  of  fpears  in  honour 

*  of  a  miftrefs,  fwirrwning  over  rivers, 

*  engaging  with  monfters,  rambling  in 

*  fearch  of  adventures,  making  unna- 


tural difficulties,  In  order  to  fnew  the 
knight -errant' s  prowefs  in  overcoming 
them,  is  all  that  is  required  to  confti- 
tute  the  hero  in  fuch  pieces.  And 
what  principally  diftinguiihes  the  cha- 
racter of  the  heroine,  is,  when  fhe  is 
taught  to  confider  her  father's  houfe  a» 
an  inchanted  caftle,  and  her  lover  as 
the  hero  who  is  to  dirtblve  the  charm, 
and  to  fet  her  at  liberty  from  one  con- 
finement, in  order  to  put  her  into  an- 
other, and,  too  probably,  a  worfe :  to 
inftrucl  her  how  to  climb  walls,  drop 
from  windows, leap  precipices,  and  do 
twenty  other  extravagant  things,  in 
order  to  mew  the  mad  itrength  of  a 
paffion  fhe  ought  to  be  afhamed  of: 
to  make  parents  and  guardians  pafs 
for  tyrants,  and  the  voice  of  reafon 
to  be  drowned  in  that  of  indifcreet  love, 
which  exalts  the  other  fex,  and  de- 
bafes  her  own.  And  what  is-  the  in- 
ftruclion  that  can  be  gathered  from 
fuch  pieces,  for  the  conduft  of  com- 
mon life  ? 

'  Then  have  I  been  ready  to  quarrel 
with  thefe  writers  for  another  reafon ; 
and  that  is,  the  dangerous  notion 
which  they  hardly  ever  fail  to  propa- 
gate, of  -a.  fir  ft -fight  love.  For  there; 
is  fuch  a  fufceptibility  fuppofed  on 
both  fides;  (which,  however  it  may 
pafs  in  a  man,  very  little  becomes  the 
feinak  delicacy)  that  they  are  fmitten 
with  a  glance ;  the  fictitious  blind  Goo 
is  made  a  real  divinity :  and  too  often 
prudence  and  difcretton  are  the  firft 
offerings  at  his  fhrine.' 
*  I  believe,  Madam,'  faid  Mifs  Sta- 
pylton, blufhing,  and  playing  with  her 
fan,  '  there  have  been  many  inftances  of 
peoples  loving  at  firft  fight,  which  have 
ended  very  happily.' 
'*.  No  doubt  of  it,'  replied  I.  *  But 
there  are  three  chances  to  one,  that  fo 
precipitate  a  liking  does  not.  For 
where  can  be  the  room  for  caution,  for 
inquiry,  for  the  difplay  of  merit  and 
fmcerity,  and  even  the  affurance  of  a 
grateful  return,  to  a  lady,  who  th\is 
fuffers  herfelf  to  be  preppfTefTed  ?  Is  it 
.not  a  random  fhot?  Is  it  not  a  proof 
of  weaknefs  ?  Is  it  not  giving  up  the 
negative  voice,  which  belongs  to  the 
fex,  even  while  me  is  not  fure  of  meet- 
ing with  the  affirmative  one  from  him 
whofe  affe£tion  fhe  wifhes  to  engage  ?' 
<  Indeed,  ladies,'  continued  I,'  Ican- 
'  not  help  concluding,  (and  I  am  the 
*  lefs  afraid  of  fpeaking  my  mind,  be- 

*  caufc 
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caufe  of  the  opinion  I  have  of  the  pru- 
dence of  every  lady  that  hears  me) 
that  where  this  weaknefs  is  found,  it 
is  no  way  favourable  to  a  lady's  cha- 
racter, nor  to  that  difcreticn  which 
ought  to  diftinguifh  it.  It  looks  to 
me,  as  if  a  lady's  heart  were  too  much 
in  the  power  of  her  eye,  and  that  me 
had  permitted  her  fancy  to  be  much 
more  buly  than  her  judgment.'' 
Mil's  Stapylton  blufhed,  and  looked 
around  her. 

'  But  I  have  generally  obferved,Mrs. 
B.1  faid  Mrs. Towers, '  that  whenever 
you  cenfure  any  indifcretion,  you  fel- 
dom  fail  to  give  cautions  how  to  avoid 
it :  and  pray  let  us  know  what  is  to 
be  done  in  this  cafe?  That  is  to  fay, 
'how  a  young  lady  ought  to  guard 
againft  and  overcome  the  firft  favour- 
able imprefllons  ?' 

'  What  I  imagine,'  replied  I,  *  a 
young  lady  ought  to  do,  on  any  the  haft 
favourable  imprefllons  of  this  kind, 
is  immediately  to  withdraw  into  her- 
felf,  as  one  may  lay;  to  reflect  upon 
what  fhe  owes  to  her  parents,  to  her 
family,  to  her  charader,  and  to  her 
fex ;  and  to  refolve  to  check  fuch  a 
random  prepofleflion,  which  may  much 
more  probably,  as  I  hinted,  make  her 
a  prey  to  the  undeferving  than  other- 
wile,  as  there  are  fo  many  of  that 
•character  to  one  man  of  real  merit. 
*  The  moft  that  I  apprehend  -A  firft  - 
fight  approbation  can  do,  is  to  infpire 
a  liking  j  and  a  liking  is  conquerable, 
if  the  perfon  will  not  brood  over  it, 
till  fhe  hatches  it  into  love.  Then 
eveiy  man  and  woman  has  a  black 
and  a  white  fide;  and  it  is  eafy  to  fet 
the  imperf aft  ions  of  ike  perfon  againft 
the  fuppofed  perfections,  while"  it  is 
only  a  liking.  But  if  the  bufy  fancy 
be  permitted  to  work  as  it  pleafes, 
unchecked,  uncontrolled,  then,  'tis 
very  likely,  were  the  lady  but  to  keep 
herfelf  in  countenance  for  receiving 
firft  impreffions,  fhe  will  fee  perfec- 
tions in  the  object,  which  no  living 
foul  can  fee  but  herfelf.  And  it  will 
hardly  be  expected,  but  that  as  a  con- 
fequence  of  her  firft  indifcretion,  fhe 
will  confirm,  as  an  act  of  her 
ment,  what  her  wild  and  ungoveineJ 
fancy  had  mifled  her  to  think  of  v/ith 
fo  much  partial  favour.  And  too  late, 
as  it  may  probably  happen,  fhe  will 
fee  and^hm*nther  fatal,  and,  perhaps, 
undutiful  error. 


*  We  are  talking  of  the  ladies  only,1 
added  I,  (for  I  faw  Mils  Stapylton  was 
become  very  gra ve :)  *  but  I  believe  firfl'* 

*  light  love  often  operates  too  powerful - 

*  ly  in  both  fexes  :  and  where  it  does  fc, 

*  it  will  be  very  lucky,  if  either  gentle- 
'  man  or  lady  find  reafbn,  on   cool  re- 
'  fleet  ion,  to  approve  a  choice  which  they 

*  were  fo  ready  to  make  without  thought.  * 

'  'Tis  allowed,  my  dear  Mrs.  B.'  faid 
Mrs.  Towers,*  that  rafh  and  precipitate 
'  love  may  operate  pretty  much  alike  in 
(  the  rafh  and  precipitate  of  both  fexes: 

*  and  which  -foever  loves,  generally  ex- 

*  alts   the  perfon  beloved  above  his  or 
1  her  merits  :   but  I  am  defirous,  for  the 
'  fake  of  us  maiden  ladies,  fince  it  is  a. 

*  fcience  in  which  you  are  fo  great  an 

*  adept,  to  have  your  advice,  how  we 
'  mould  watch  and  guard  againft  it's 

*  firft  incroachments ;  and  that  you  will 

*  tell  us  what  you  apprehend  gives  the 

*  men  moll  advantage  over  us.' 

'Nay,  now, Mrs.  Towers,  you  rally 

*  my  prefumption  indeed!' 

*  I  admire  you,  Madam,'  replied  fhe, 

*  and  every  thing  you  fay  and  do  j  and 
'  I  won't  forgive  you  to  call  what  I  fo 

*  feriouflyyiy  and  think, ^raillery.     For 

*  my  own  part,'  continued  fhe,  *  I  ne- 

*  ver  was  in  love  yet,   nor,   I  bdieve, 
'  ^were   any   of  thefe   young  ladies — ' 
(Mils  Cope  looked  a  little  iilly  upon 
this~)   '  And  who  can  better  inftrutit 
'  us  to  guard  our  hearts,  than  a  lady 
'  who  has  fo  well  defended 7; er  o~j:n?' 

*  Why  then,  Madam,  if  I  muft  fpeak, 

*  I  think,  what  gives  the  other  fex  ( the 
'  greateft  advantage,  over  even  many  of 

*  the  moft  deferying  of  ours,  is  that  dan- 

*  gerous  foible,  the  love  ofpraife,  and 

*  the  defire  to  be  flattered  and  admired  i 
(  a  paflion  that  I  have  obferved  to  pre- 
'  dominate,  more  or  left,  from  iixtcen 
(  to  iixty,  in  moft  of  our  fex.     We  are 
'  too  generally  delighted  with  the  cora- 
f  p:\ny  of  thoie  v/ho  extol  our  graces  of 

*  pevjbh  cr  mind ;  i~3i-rv/\\.lnota.grate- 
f  fid  lacly  ihidy  hard  to  return  a  few 
1  compliments  to    ^  gentleman,    who 

:s  her  fo  many  ?  She  is  concerned 
'  to  prove  him  a  man  of  diilingxiifhing 
1  fenfe,  or  a  polite  mar,  at  les.ft,  in  re- 
c  gard  to  what  flie  tb'mks  of  herlelf j 
{  and  fo  the  flatterer  fhafl  be  pix-fcj-red' 
'  to  fuch  of  tie  llnccre  and  v/oxthy,  as 

*  cannot  fay  what  they  do  not  think* 
c  And  by  this  means  marry  an  excellent 
'  lady  has  fallen  a  prey  to  fome  fordid 
'  deilgner. 

4  K  «  Then, 
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'  Then,  I  think,  nothing  gives  gen- 
tlemen fo  much  -advantage  over  our 
lex,  as  to  fee  how  readily  a  virtuous 
Luly  can  forgive  the  capital  faults  of 
the  mod  abandoned  of  the  olher;  and 
that  fad,  fad  notion,  that. a  reformed 
rake  makes  the  beji  hujband\  a  notion 
that  has  done  more  hurt,  and  dilcre- 
dit  too,  to  our  lex,  (as  it  has  given, 
more  encouragement  to  the  profligate, 
and  more  difcouragement  to  the  fober 
gentlemen)  than  can  be  eafily  ima- 
gined. A  fine  thing  indeed!  as  if  the 
wretch,  who  had  run  through  a  courfe 
of  iniquity,  to  the  endangering  of  fouL 
and  body,  was  to  be  deemed  the  beft 
companion  for  life,  to  an  innocent 
and  virtuous  young  lady,  who  is  to 
owe  the  kindnefs  of  his  treatment  of 
her,  to  his  having  never  before  accom- 
panied with  a  modeft  woman;  nor,  till 
his  intereft  on  one  hand,  (lo  which 
his  extravagance,  perhaps,  compels 
him  to  attend)  and  his  impaired  con- 
ftitution  on  the  other,  oblige  him  to 
it,  fo  much  as  iM\^e<L  to  accompany 
with  one  j  and  who  always  made  a  jeil 
of  the  married  ftate,  and,  perhaps  of 
every  thing  either  ferious  or  facrtd  \" 

*  You  obferve  very  well,   my  dear 
Mrs.  B.'  faid  Mrs.  Towers;    f  but 
people  will  be  apt  to  think,  that  you 
have  left  reafon  than  any  of  our  feic, 
to  be  fevere  again!!  the  notion  you 
fpe:ik  of :  for  who  was  a  greater  rake 
than  a  certain  gentleman,  and  who  is 
a  better  hufband?' 

'  Madajn,'  replied  I,  *  the  gentleman 
you  mean, never  was  a,common  town- 
rake  :  he  is  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  fine 
underftanding  5  and  Uis  reforma- 
tion, fecvndanly,  as  I  may  f;iy,  ha? 
been  the  natural  efFecl  of  thofe  ex- 
traordinary qualities.  But  befides, 
Madam,  I  will  preiumc  to  fay,  that 
that  gentleman,  as  he  has  not  many 
equals  in.  the  noblenefs  of  his  nature, 
fo  is  not  likely,  I  doubt,  to  have  meny 
followers,  in  a  reformation  begun  in 
the  bloom  of  youth,  upon  felf-con- 
<itt<7zd#,and  altogether  ,humanlyfpeak- 
ing,  fpsntaneous. — Thofe  young  la- 
dies, who  would  plead  his  example, 
in  fupport  of  this  pernicious  notion, 
fhould  find  out  the  fame  generotrs  qua- 
lities in  the  man,  before  they  truft  to 
it ;  and  it  will  then  do  lefs  harm : 
though  even  then,  I  could  notwifh  it 
to  be  generally  entertained.' 

*  It  is  really  unaccountable,'  faidMrs. 


Towers,  (  after  all,  as  Mrs.  B.  I  r<r- 

*  member,    faid  on   another  occafion, 
'  that  our  fex  fhould  not  as  much  infill1 
c  upon  virtue  and  fobriety,  in  the  cha- 
'  racier  of  a  man,  as  the  man,  be  he 
f  ever  fuch  a  rake,  does  in  that  of  a 

*  lady.     And  'tis  certainly  a  great  en- 
'  Couragement   to   libertinifm,    that   a 
'  worn-out  debauchee  fhail  think  himfelf 
'  at  any  time  good  enough  for  a  huf- 

*  band,  and  have  the  confidence  to  ima- 
4  gine,  that  a  modeft  woman  will  ac- 
'  cept  of  his  addrefs  with  a  preference 

*  of  him  to  any  other.' 

'  I  can  account  for  it  but  one  way,* 
faid  the  dean :  *  and  that  is,  that  a  mo- 

*  deft  woman  is  apt  to  be  diffident  of 
'  her  own  merit  and  underftanding,  and 
'  (he  thinks  this  diffidence  an  imperfec- 

*  tion.     A  rake  never  is  troubled  with 
'  it:  fo  he  has  in  perfection  a  quality 
'  (bethinks  fhe  wants;  and,  knowing 
c  too  little  of  the  world,  imagines  J'he 

*  mends  the  matter  by  accepting  of  one 
'  who  knows  too  much." 

*  That's  well  obferved,  Mr.  Dean/ 
faid  Mrs.  Towers:   '  but  there  is  ano- 
'  ther  fault  in  our  fex,  which  Mrs.  B. 

*  has  not  touched  upon  ;  and  that  is, 
'  the  foolirti  vanity  fome  women  have, 
'  in  the  hopes  of  reforming  a  wild  fel- 

*  low  ;  and  that  they  mall  be  able  to  do 
'  more  than  any  of  their  fex  before  them 
'  could  do :  a  vanity  that  often  coib 

*  them  dear;  as  I  know  in  more  than 
'  one  Jnftance.' 

*  Another  weakncfs,'  faid  I,  *  might 

*  be  produced  againft  Ibme  of  our  fex  ; 

*  who  join  too  readily  to  droll  upon, and 
'  fneer  at,  the  misfortune  of  any  poor 

*  young  creature,  who  has  fhewn  too 

*  little  regard  for  her  honour  :  and  wha 
'  (infteadof  fpeakingof  it withconcern, 

*  and   inveighing  againft  the  feducer) 

*  too  lightly   fport  with  the  unhappy 

*  perfon's  full ;   induftnoufly  fpread  the 
1  knowledge  of  it— '  [I  would  not  look 
upon  Mifs  Sutton,  while  I  fpoke  this] 
'  and  avoid  her,  as  one  infecled  ;  and 

*  yet  fcruple  not  to  admit  into  their  com- 

*  pany  the  vile  aggreflbr;  and  even  to 
<  fmile  with  him,  at  his  barbarous  jells, 

*  upon  the  poor  fufferer  of  their  ownfex.' 
'  I  have  known  three  or  four  inrtances 

'  of  this  in  my  time,"  faid  Mrs. Towers, 
that  Mifs  Sutton  might  not  take  it  to 
herfelf ;  for  flie  looked  down,  and  was 
a  little  ferioiis. 

*  This,'  replied  I,  '  puts  me  in  mind 
'  of  a  Kttk  humoi-oUs  copy  of  verfes, 

*  written  > 


*  written,  as  I  believe,  by  Mr.B.  And 

*  which,  to  lhe  very  purpofe   we   are 
«  fpeaking  of,  he  calls 

BENEFIT    OF    MAKING  OTHERS  MIS- 
FORTUNES   OUR    OWN. 

"  Thou'ft  heard  it,  or  read  it,  %a  million  of 

"  times, 
•«  That  men  are  made  up  of  falfhoods  and 

'*  crimes: 
"  Search  all  the  old  authors,  and  ranfack  the 

«'  new, 
««  Thou'lt  find  in  love-ftories,   fcarce  one 

"  mortal  true. 
««  Then  why  this  complaining?  And  why  ^his 

"  wry  face  ? 
il  Is  it  'caufe  thou'rt  affected  moft  with  thy 

"  own  cafe  ? 
"  Hadft  thou  fooner  made  OTHERS  misfor- 

"  'tunes  thy  own, 
«'  Thou  never,  THYSELF,  thisdifafterhadft 

"  known; 
"  Thy  cMpa/itnatc  caution  had  kept  thee 

*'  from  evil, 
*(  And  thou  mightft  have  defy'd  mankind 

"  and  the  devil." 

The  ladies  were  pleafed  with  the  lines ; 
but  Mrs.  Towers  wanted  to  know,  me 
iaid,  at  what  time  of  Mr.  B/s  life  they 
could  be  written.  '  Becaufe,'  added 
(lie,  <  I  never  fufpefted  before,  that  the 
'  good  gentleman  ever  took  pains  to  write 
'  cautions  or  exhortations  to  our  fex,  to 
'  avoid  the  delufions  of  his  own.' 

Thefe  verfes,  and  this  facetious,  but 
fevere,  remark  of  Mrs.  Towers,  made 
every  young  lady  look  up  with  a  cheer- 
ful countenance;  becaufe  it  .pufhed  the 
ball  i'romfelf:  and  the  dean  faid  to  his 
daughter—*  So,  my  dear,  you  that  have 

*  been  fo  attentive,  muft  let  us  know 

*  what  ufeful  inferences  you  can  draw 

*  from  what  Mrs.  B.  and  the  other  la- 

*  dies  have  fo  excellently  faid  ?' 

*  I  obferve,  Sir,'  laid  me,  '  from  the 

*  faults  the  ladies  have  fo  jultly  imputed 
'  to  fomeof  our  fex,  that  the  advantage 

*  the  gentlemen  chiefly  have  over  us,  is 

*  from  our  own  weaknefs ;  and  that  it 
'  behoves  a  prudent  woman  to  guard 
'  againit/r/?  imprfffioftt ai  favour,  fmce 

*  fhe  will  trunk  herfelf  obliged,  in  com- 

*  pliment  to  her  o<\vn  judgment,  to  find 
..*  reafons,  }f  ppflibje,  to  confirm  them. 

'  But  I  would  be  glad  to  know,  la- 

*  dies,'  added  fhe,  '  if  there  be  any  way 

*  tliat  a  woman  can  judge,  whether  a 

*  man  means  honourably  or  not,  in  his 
«  addrefsto  her?' 

«  Mrs,  B  can  beft  inform  you  of  that, 
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'  Mifs  L.'  faid  Mrs.  Towers  :  'What 
1  lay  you,  Mrs.  B.?' 

1  There  are  a  few  figns,*  anfwered  I, 
'  eafy  to  be  known,  and,  I  think,  ai- 
«  mod  infallible.* 

'  Pray  let's  have  'em,'  faid  Lady  Ar^ 
thur ;  and  they  all  were  very  attentive. 

*  I  lay  it  down  as  an  undoubted  truth,' 
faid  I,  '  that  true  love  is  one  of  the  molt 

*  nfpetfful  tilings   in   the  world.      It 

*  (hikes  with  awe  and   reverence   the 
'  mind  of  the  man,  who  boatts  it's  im~ 

*  prerfion.     It   is   chafte  and  pure  in 

*  word  and  deed,   and  cannot  bear  to 
c  have  the  leatt  indecency  mingled  with 
'  it. 

*  If  therefore  a  man,  be  his  birth  ofi 

*  quality  what  it  will,   the  higlier  the 
1  worfe,  prefume  to  wound  a  lady's  ears 

*  with  indecent  words :  if  he  endeavour, 

*  in  his  exprefuons  or  fentiments,  to 

*  convey  grofs  or  impure  ideas  to  her 
€  mind :  if  he  is  continually  prefling  fof 
'  her  confidence  in  bis  honour  5  if  he  re» 

*  quefts  favours,  which  a  lady  ought  t« 
c  refufe  :  if  he  can  be  regardlefs  of  hi* 

*  conduct  or  behaviour  to  her  :    if  he 
4  can  ufe  boifterous  or  rude  freedoms, 
'  either  to  \\z\-perfon  or  drefs — '  [Here 
poor  Mifs  Cope,  by  her  bhifhes,  bore 
witnefs  to  her  cafe — ]  '  If  he  avoids 
'  fpeaking  of  marriage,  when  he  has  a 
'  fair  opportunity  of  doing  it—'    [Here 
Mifs  L.  looked  down  and  blufhed— } 
c  or  leaves  it  once  to  a  lady  to  wonder 
'  that  he  does  not. 

<  In  any,  or  in  all  thefe  cafes,  he  is  to 
'  be  fufpe6led,  and  a  lady  can  have  little 

*  hope  of  fuch  a  perfon ;  nor,  as  I  hum* 
c  bly  apprehend,  confident  with  honotyp 

*  and  difcretion,  encourage  his  addrefs.* 
The  ladies  were  fo  kind,  as  to  applaud 

all  I  faid,  and  fo  did  the  dean.  Mils 
Stapylton,  and  Mifs  Cope,  and  Mifs  L. 
were  to  try  to  recollecl;  it  when  they  came 
home,  and  to  write  down  what  they 
could  remember  of  the  converfation :  and 
our  noble  guefts  coming  in  foon  after, 
with  Mr.  B.  the  ladies  would  have  de- 
parted ;  but  he  prevailed  upon  them, 
with  fome  difficulty,  to  pafs  the  evening; 
and  Mifs  L.  who  has  an  admirable  finger 
on  the  harphchord,  as  I  have  heretofore 
told  you,  obliged  us  with  two  or  three 
leflons.  Each  of  the  ladies  did  the  like, 
and  prevailed  upon  me  to  play  a  tune  or 
two :  but  Mils'  Cope,  as  well  as  Mifs 
L.  furpafled  me  much.  We  all  fung  too 
in  turns,  and  Mr.  B.  took  the  violin,  in 
which  he  excels.  Lord  Daver.3  obliged 
4-  !£  2,  u*v 
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us  on  the  violoncello :  Mr.  H.  played  on 
the  German  rlute,  and  fnng  us  a  fop's 
long,  and  performed  it  in  charafter;  fo 
that  we  had  an  exceeding  gay  evening, 
and  parted  with  great  fatisfaftion  on  all 
ikies,  particularly  on  the  young  ladies ; 
ior  this  put  them  all  into  good  humour, 
and  good  fpirits,  enlivening  the  former 
fcene,  which  otherwife  might  have  clofed, 
perhaps,  more  gravely  than  efficadoufly. 

The  diftance  of  time  fmce  this  con- 
verfationpafled,  enables  me  to  add  what 
I  could  not  do,  when  I  wrote  the  account 
of  it,  which  you  have  miflaid :  and  which 
take  briefly,  as  follows  : 

Mifs  Stapylton,  upon  her  return  home, 
was  as  good  as  her  word,  and  wrote 
down  all  me  could  recollect  of  the  con- 
verfation;  and  I  having  already  fent  her 
the  letter  me  defired,  containing  my  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  flighty  ftyle  me  fo 
much  ac\nired,  me  (uttered  it  to  have 
iuch  a**  ''ft  upon  her,  as  to  turn  the 
cotirfe  r  reading  and  ihjdies,  to 

weightie:  and  more  folid  fubjefts  ;  and, 
avbiding  the  gentleman  me  had  begun 
to  favour,  gave  way  to  her  parents  re- 
commendations, and  is  happily  married 
to  Sir  Jonathan  Barnes. 

Mils  Cope  came  to  me  a  week  after, 
with  the  leave  of  both  her  parents,  and 
tarried  with  me  three  days ;  in  which 
time  me  opened  all  her  heart  to  me  5  and 
returned  in  fuch  a  difpofition,  and  with 
fuch  refolut  ons,  that  fhe  never  would 
fee  her  peer  again ;  nor  receive  letters 
from  him,  which  me  owned  to  me  me 
had  done  clandefiinely  before :  and  fhe 
is  now  the  happy  lady  of  Sir  Michael 
Beaumont,  who  makes  her  the  bell  of 
hufoands,  and  permits  her  to  follow  her 
charitable  inclinations,  according  to  a 
fcheme,  which  me  consulted  me  upon. 

MifsL.  by  the  dean's  indulgent  pru- 
dence and  difcretion,  has  efcaped  her 
rake  j  and,  upon  the  difcovery  of  an  in- 
trigue he  was  carrying  on  with  another, 
conceived  a  juil  abhorrence  of  him  j  and 
is  fmce  married  to  Dr.  Jenkins,  as  you 
know,  with  whom  fhe  lives  very  hap- 
pily. 

Mifs  Sutton  is  not  quite  fo  well  off  as 
the  three  former ;  though  not  altogether 
fo  unhappy  neither,  in  heryway.  She 
could  not  indeed  conquer  Tier  love  of 
drefs  and  tinfel  5  and  fo  became  the  lady 
of  Col.  Wilibn:  and  they  are  thus  far 
«afy  in  the  marriage  ftsts,  that,  being 
feldom  together,  in  all  probability  they 
fave  a  multitude  of  mifundc'rllandings ; 


for  the  colonel  loves  gaming,  in  which 
he  is  generally  a  winner  ;  and  fo  paites 
his  time  molHy  in  town.  His  lady  has 
her  pleafures,  neither  laudable  nor  cri- 
minal ones,  which  fhe  purfues  in  the 
country.  And  now  -and-  then  a  letter 
pafles  on  both  fides,  by  the  infcription 
and  fubfcription  of  which,  they  remind 
one  another,  that  they  have  been  once  in 
their  lives  at  one  church  together  . 

And  what  now,  my  dear  Lady  G. 
have  I  to  add  to  this  tedious  account  (for 
letter  I  can  hardly  call  it)  but  that  I  am, 
with  great  afteclion,  jour  true  friend 


P.  B. 


LETTER    LXI. 

MY  REAR  LADY   G. 

YO  U  defire  me  to  fend  you  a  little 
ipecimen  of  my  nurfery  tales  and 
Jtories,  with  which,  as  Mifs  Fenwick 
told  you,  on  her  return  to  Lincolnshire, 
I  entertain  my  Mifs  Goodwin  and  m 
little  boys.  But  you  make  me  too  hig 

^ 


my 

igh 

a  compliment,  when  you  tell  me,  it^is 
for  your  o-xtvz  inftra&ion  and  example. 
Yet  you  know,  my  dear  Lady  G.  be  your 
motives  what  they  will,  I  muft  obey  you, 
although,  were  others  to  fee  it,  I  might 
expofe  myfelf  to  the  fmiles  and  contempt 
of  judges  lefs  prejudiced  in  my  favour. 
So  I  will  begin  without  any  further  apo- 
logy ;  and,  as  near  as  I  can,  give  you 
thofe  very  ftories  with  which  Mifs  Fen- 
wick  was  fo  pleafed,  and  of  which  me 
has  made  fo  favourable  a  report. 

Let  me  acquaint  you  then,  that  my 
method  is,  to  give  characters  of  perfons 
I  have  known  in  one  part  or  other  of 
my  life,  in  feigned  names,  whofe  con- 
duel  may  ferve  for  imitation  or  warning 
to  my  clear  attentive  Mifs  ;  and  fome- 
times  I  give  inilances  of  good  boys  and 
naughty  boys,  for  the  fake  of  my  Biliy, 
and  myDavers;  and  they  are  continu- 
ally coming  about  me—*  Dear  Madam, 
*  a  pretty  Itory  now,'  cries  Mifs  :  and, 
'  Dear  mamma,  tel-1  me  of  good  boys, 
'  and  of  naughty  boys,'  cries  Billy. 

Mifs  is  afurprifmgchiid,  for  her  age, 
and  is  very  familiar  with  many  of  the 
beft  characters  in  the  Spectators  j  and 
having  a,  {mattering  of  Latin,  and  more 
than  a  fmattering  of  Italian,  and  being  a 
perfe6l  miftrels  of  French,,  is  felt!. 
a  lofs  for  the  derivation  of  fuch  words  as 
are  not  of  Englifh  original.  And  &  I 
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mall  give  you  a  (lory  in  feigned  names, 
with  which  me  is  fo'  delighted,  that  ihe 
has  written  it  down.  But  I  will  firft 
trefpafs  on  your  patience  with  one  of  my 
childifh  tales. 

Every  day,  once  or  twice,  if  I  am  not 
hindered,  I  caui'e  Mifs.  Goodwin,  who 
plays  and  lings  very  prettily,  to  give  a 
tune  or  two  to  me  and  my  Billy  and  my 
Davers,  who,  as  well  as  my  Pamela, 
love  and  learn  to  touch  the  keys,  young 
as  the  latter  is;  and  me  will  have  afweet 
finger,  I  can  obferve  that ;  and  a  charm- 
ing ear;  and  her  voice  is  mulick  itfelf ! 
—<  O  the  fond,  fond  mother!'  I  know 
you  will  fay,  on  reading  this. 

Then,  Madam,  we  all  proceed  hand 
in  hand  together  to  the  nuiiery,  to  my 
Charley  and  Jemmy :  and  in  this  happy 
retirement,  fo  much  my  delight  in  the 
abfence  of  my  beft  beloved,  imagine  you 
fee  me  feated,  furrounded  with  the  joy 
and  the  hope  of  my  future  profpe£ls,  as 
well  as  my  prefent  comforts. 

Mifs  Goodwin  imagine  you  fee,  on 
my  right-hand,  fitting  on  a  velvet  ftool, 
becaufe  me  is  eldeft,  and  a  Mifs  :  Billy 
on  my  left,  in  a  little  cane  elbow  chair,  be- 
caufe he  is  eldeft,  and  a  good  boy :  my 
Davers,  and  my  fparkling-ey'd  Pamela, 
with  my  Charley  between  them,  on  little 
filken  cufhions,  at  my  feet,  hand  in 
hand,  their  pleafed  eyes  looking  up  to 
my  more  delighted  ones,  and  my  fvveet- 
natured  promiiing  Jemmy  in  my  lap; 
the  nurfes  and  the  cradle  juft  behind  us, 
and  the  -nurfery  maids  delightedly  pur- 
fuing  fome  ufeful  needle-work  for  the 
dear  charmers  of  my  heart — -All  as  hum 
and  as  ftill  as  filence  itfelf,  as  the  pretty 
creatures  generally  are,  when  their  little 
watchful  eyes  fee  my  lips  beginning  to 
open :  for  they  take  great  notice  already  . 
of  my  rule  of  two  ears  to  *  one  tongue, 
infomuch,  that  if  Billy  or  Davers  are 
either  of  them  for  breaking  the  mum,  as 
they  call  it,  they  are  immediately  hum, 
at  any  time,  if  I  put  my  finger  to  my 
lip,  or  if  MiA  points  her's  to  her  ear, 
even  to  the  breaking  of  a  word  in  two, 
as  it  were :  and  yet  all  my  boys  are  as 
lively  as  fo  many  birds ;  while  my  Pa- 
mela is  cheerful,  eafy,  foft,  gentle,  al- 
ways fmiling,  but  modeft  and  h?.rmlefs 
as  a  dove. 

1  began  with  a  ftory  of  two  little  bovs, 
&Hd-twb  little  girls,  the  children  of  a  nne 
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gentleman  and  a  fine  lady,  who  loved 
them  dearly,  that  they  were. all  fo  good, 
and  loved  one  another  fo  well,  that  every- 
body who  law  them,  admired  them,  and 
talked  of  them  far  and  near  :  that  they 
would  part  with  any  thing  to  one  an- 
other :  loved  the  poor :    fpoke  kindly  to 
the  fervants :  did  every  thing  they  were 
bid  to  do;   were  not  proud;  and  knew 
no  ftrife,  but  who  mould  learn  their 
books  beli,  and  be  the  prettieft  fcholar  z 
that  the  fervants  loved  them,  and  would 
do  any  thing   they  defired;    that  they 
were  not  proud  of  fine  clothes ;    let  not 
their  heads  run  upon  their  play-things, 
when  they  mould  mind  their  books ;  faid 
grace  before  they  eat ;  their  prayer?  be- 
fore they  went  to-bed,    and  as  foon  as 
they  rofe ;  were  always  clean  and  neat ; 
would  not  tell  a  fib  for  the  world,  and 
were  above  doing  any  thing  that  required 
one:    that  GOD  blefled  them  more  and 
more,  and  blefled  their  papa  and  mam- 
ma,   and  their  uncles  and  aunts,    and 
coufms,  for  their  fakes. — *  And  there 
was  a  happy  family,  my  dear  loves  I—- 
No one  idle;    all  prettily  employed; 
the  Matters  at  their  books ;  the  Mifles 
at  their  books  too,   or  their  needles; 
except  at  their  play-hours,  when  they 
were  never  rude,  nor  noify,  nor  mif- 
chievous,  nor  quarrelfome :    and  no 
fuch  word  was  ever  heard  from  their 
mouths,   as,  "  Why  may'nt  I  have 
have  this  or  that,  as  well  as  Billy  or 
Bobby  ?"— Or,  "  Why  mould  Sally 
have  this  or  that,  any  more  than  I  ?" 
But  it  was,  "  As  my  mamma  pleafes; 
my  mamma  knows  beft  j"  and  a  bow 
and  a  fmile,andno  furlinefs,  or  fccml- 
ing  brow  to  be  feen,  if  they  were  de- 
nied any   thing;    for  well  did  they 
know,  that  their  papa  and   mamma 
loved  them  fo  dearly,  that  they  would 
refu  fe  them  nothing  that  was  for  their 
good ;  and  they  were  fure  when  they 
were  refufed,  they  alked  for  fomething 
that  would  have  done  them  hurt,  had 
it  been  granted.  Never  were  i'uch  good 
boys   and  girls  as  thefe !    And  they 
grew  up,    and   tlie  Mafters   became 
fine  fcholars,  and  fine  gentlemen,  and 
every  body  honoured  ^them  ;  and  the 
Miftes  became    fine  ladies,    and  fine 
houfewifes ;  and  this  gentleman,  when 
they  grew  to  be  women,   fought  to 
marry  one  of  the  MifTes,  and  that  gen- 
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tleman  the  other ;  and  'happy  was  he 
that  could  be  admitted  into  their  com- 
panies !  So  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  btit  to  pick  and  choole  out  of  the 
beft  gentlemen  in  the  county  :  while 
the  greateft  ladies  for  birth,  and  the 
moft  remarkable  for  virtue,  (which, 
my  dears,  is  better  than  either  birth 
or  fortune)  thought  themfelves  ho- 
noxired  by  the  addreffes  of  the  two  bro- 
thers. And  they  married,  and  made 
good  papas  and  mammas,  and  werefo 
many  bleflmgs  to  the  age  in  which 
they  lived.  There,  my  dear  loves, 
were  happy  ions  and  daughters !  For 
good  Matters  feldom  fail  to  make  good 
gentlemen ;  and  good  MiiTes,  good  la- 
dies }  and  GOD  bkrTcs  them  with  as 
good  children  as  they  were  to  their  pa- 
rents ;  and  fo  the  bleiling  goes  round ! 
—Who  would  not  but  be  good  ?* 

*  Well,  b^t,  mamma,  we  will  all  be 
•  good  : — Won't  we,  Mafter  J>avers  ?' 
cries  my  Billy. — '  Yes,  brother  Billy.'' 
Then  they  kifs  one  another,  and  if  they 
have  play -things,  or  any  thing  they  like, 
exchange  with  each  other,    to  mew  the 
eif-ecl  my  leffons  have  upon  them. — '  But 

what  will  become  of  the  naughty  boys? 
Tell  us,  mamma,  about  the  naughty 
boys  '.' 

*  Why,   there  was  a  poor,  poor  wi- 
dow woman,  who  had  three  naughty 
fons,  and  one  naughty  daughter  ;  and 
they  would  do  nothing  that  their  mam  - 
ma  bid  them  do ;   were  always  quar- 
rellingjfcratching,  and  fighting  j  would 
not  fay  their  prayers  j  would  not  learn 
their  book  ;  fo  that  the  little  boys  ufed 
to  laugh  at  them,  and  point  at  them, 
as  they  went  alonjr,.ibr  blockheads ; 
and  nobody  loved  them,  or  took  notice 
of  them,  except  to  beat  and  thump 
them  about,   for  their  naughty  ways, 
and  their  undutifulnefs  to  their  poor 
mother,  who  worked  hard  to  maintain 
them.     A*  they  grew  up,   they  grew 
worfe  andworie,  and  more  and  more 
ftupid  and  ignorant,  fo  that  they  im- 
poverimed  their  poor  mother,    and  at 
laft  broke  her  heart,  poor,  poor  widow 
woman  i — And  her  neighbours  joined 
together  to  bury  the  poor  widow  wo- 
man j  for  thefelsd  ungracious  children 
made  away  with  what  little   iKe   lind 
left,  whilefnev/Hs  ill,  before  her  heart 
was'  quite  broken;    and  this  helped  to 
br<-uk  itthefooner;  for  had  (he  lived,  foe 
faw  (he  muit  havewanted  bread,  and  had 
?jo  comfort  from  fuch  wicked  childre^.* 


*  Poor,  poor  widow  woman  !*  fait!  my 
Billy,   with  tears  5  and  my  little  dove 
fhed  tears  too,  and  Davers  was  moved, 
and  Mifs  wiped  her  fine  eyes. 

'  But  what  became  of  the  naughty 
'  boys,  and  the  naughty  girl,  mamma?' 
— '  Became  of  them  !  Why  one  fon  was 
forced  to  go  to  fea,  and  tkere  he  was 
drowned  :  another  turned  thief,  (for 
he  would  not  work)  and  he  came  to 
an  untimely  end :  the  third  was  idle 
and  ignorant,  and  nobody,  who  knew 
how  he  ufed  his  poor  mother,  would 
employ  him  ;  and  fo  he  was  forced  to 
go  into  a  far  country,  andbeghis  bread. 
And  the  naughty  girl,  having  never 
loved  work,  pined  away  in  (loth  and 
filthinefs,  and  at  laft  broke  her  arm, 
and  died  of  a  fever,  lamenting  too  late, 
that  fhe  had  been  fo  wicked  a  daughter 
to  fo  good  a  mother  ! — And  fo  there 
was  a  fad  end  of  all  the  four  ungra- 
cious children,  who  never  would  mind 
what  their  poor  mother  faid  to  them  ; 
and  GOD  puniihed  their  naughtiness 
as  you  fee ! — While  the  good  children 
I  mentioned  before,  were  the  glory  of 
their  family,  and  the  delight  of  every- 
body that  knew  them.' 

*  Who  would  not  be  good ! '  was  the 
inference :  and  the  repetition  from  Billy, 
with  his  hands  clapt  together — '  Poor, 
*  poor  widow  woman !  '—gave  me  much 
pleafure. 

So  my  childiih  ftory  ended,  with  a  kifs 
of  each  pretty  dear,  and  their  thanks  for 
my  ftory :  and  then  came  on  MilVs  re- 
queft  for  a  woman's  ttory,  as  me  called 
it.  I  difmifled  my  babies  to  their  play 
in  the  apartment  allotted  for  that  purpofe  j 
and  taking  Mifs's  hand,  flie  (landing  be- 
fore me,  all  attention,  began  in  a  more 
womanly  ftrain  to  ber\  for  fhe  is  veiy 
fond  of  being  thought  a  woman  j  and 
indeed  is  a  prudent,  fenfible  dear,  com- 
prehends any  thing  inftantiy,  and  makes 
very  -pretty  reflections  upon  what  fhe 
hears  or  reads,  as  you  will  obferve  in 
what  follows : 

«  There  is  nothing,  my  dear  Mifs 
Goodwin,  that  young  ladies  fhould  be 
ib  watchful  over,  as  their  reputation ; 
'tis  a  tender  flower,  that  the  leaft  firdl 
will  nip,  the  leaft  cold  wind  will  blaft  ; 
and  when  once  blaited,  it  will  never 
fiouriih  sgsin  ;  but  wither  to  the  very 
root.  But  this  I  have  told  you  fo  often, 
that  I  am  fure  I  need  not  repeat  what  I 
have  fV.H.  Go  to  my  ftory. 

*  There  were  four  pretty  ladies  lived 

*  in 
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'  in   one  genteel    neighbourhood,    the 

*  daughters  of  four  feveral  families  ;  but 
'  all  companions  and  vi liters ;  and  yet 

*  all  of  very  different  inclinations.   Co- 

*  OUETILLA  we  will  ciii  one,  PR.U- 
«  DIANA    another,   PROFUSIANA  the 
«  third,  and  PRUDENTIA  the  fourth; 

*  their  feveral  names  denoting  their  rc- 

*  fpeclive  qualities. 

*  COQUETILLA  was  the  only  daugh- 

*  ter  of  a  worthy  baronet,  by  a  lady  very 
'  gay,  but  rather  indifcreet  than  unvir- 

*  tuous,  who  took  not  the  requifite  care 

*  of  her  daughter's  education,  but  let  her 

*  be  over-run  with  the  love  of  fafhions, 
'  drefs,  and  equipage  ;  and  when  in  Lon- 

*  don,  balls,  operas,  plays,  the  Park,  the 
'  Ring,  the  withdrawing-room,  took  up 
•*  her  whole  attention.  She  admired  no- 

*  body    but   herfelf,     fluttered    aboiit, 

*  laughing  at,  and  defpifing  a  crowd  of 

*  men-followtrs,  whom  (he  attracted  by 

*  gay,   thoughtlefs  freedoms  of  beha- 

*  viour,  too  nearly  treading  on  thefkixts 
'  of  immodefty:  yet  made  me  not  one 

*  worthy  conqueft,  exciting,  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  in  all  fober  minds,  that  contempt 

*  to  herfelf,  which  (he  fo  profufely  would 

*  be  thought  to  pour  down  upon  the  reft 

*  of  the  world.    After  (he  had  feveral 

*  years  fluttered  about  the   dangerous 

*  light,  like  fome  filly  fly,  fhe  atlaft  finged 

*  the  wi^gs  of  her  reputation  ;  for,  be- 
'  ing  defpifed  by  every  worthy  heart,  (he 

*  became  too  eafy  and  cheap  a  prey  to  a 

*  man  the  moft  unworthy  of  all  her  fol- 

*  lowers,  who  had  resolution  and  con- 

*  fidence  enough  to  break  through  thofe 
'  few  cobweb  referves,  in  which  (he  had 

*  incircled  her  precarious  virtue;    and 

*  which  were  no  longer  of  force  to  pre- 

*  ferve  her  honour,  when  fhe  met  with 
'  a  man  more  bold  and  more  enterpriiing 

*  than  herfelf,  and  who  was  as  designing 

*  as  (he  was  thoughtlefs.    And   what 

*  then  became  of  Coquetilla?  — Why, 

*  me  was  forced  to  pafs  over  fea  10  Ire- 

*  land,  where  nobody  knew  her,  and  to 

*  bury  herfelf  in  a  dull  obfcurity;  to  go 

*  by  another  name;  and  at  laft,  unable  to 

*  fupport  a  life  to  undatable  to  the  na- 
'  tural  gaiety  "of  her  temper,  (he  pined 
'  herfelf  into  a  confumption,  and  died  un- 

*  pitied  and  unlamented,  among  ftran:^- 

*  ers,  having  not  one  friend  but  whom 

*  (he  bought  with  her  money.' 

«  Poo/ Lady  Coquetilla!'  faid  Mifs 
Goodwin;  '  what  a  fad  thing  it  is,  to 
f  have  a  wrong  edxication ;  and  how 
<  happy  am  !„  who  have  fo  good  a  lady  to 


*  f apply  the  place  of  a  dear  diftant  marn  - 
'  ma ! — But  be  pleafed,  Madam,  to  pro- 

*  ce»d  to  the  next.' 

'  PRUDiANA,mydear,wasthedaugh- 
'  ter  of  a  gentleman  who  was  a  widower, 

*  and  had,  while  the  young  lady  was  an 
'  infant,  buried  her  mamma.    He  was  a 
'  good  fort  of  man;  but  had  but  one 

*  leifontoteach  to  Prudiana,and  that  was, 
"*  to  avoid  all  manner  of  conversation 

*  with  the  men ;  but  never  gave  her  the 

*  right  turn  of  mind,  nor  inftilled  into 
'  it  that  fenfe  of  her  religious  duties, 

*  which  would  have  been  her  beft  guard 

*  in  all  temptations.    For,  provided  (he 

*  kept  out  of  the  fight  and  converfatioa 
'  of  the  gentlemen,  and  avoided  the  cqm- 

*  pany  of  thofe  ladies  who  more  freely 
'  converfed  with  the  other  fex,  it  was  all 

*  her  papa  deiired  of  her.  This  gave  her 
'  a  haughty,  fullen,  and  referred  turn} 
'  made  her  (UfF,  formal,  and  afFec"led. 
'  She  had  (Jenfe  enough  to  difcover  early 
'  the  faults  of  Coquetilla,  and,  in  diilike 

*  of  them,  fell  the  more  eaiily  into  that 

*  contrary  extreme,   which  her  reclufe 

*  education,    and  her  papa's  cautions* 
'  naturally  led  her.     So  that  pride,  re- 

*  ferve,  affeclation,  and  cenforioufnefs, 

*  made  up  the  eflentials  of  her  character, 
'  and  (lie  became  more  unamiable  even 

*  than  Coquetilla  1  and  as  the  other  was 
'  too  acceffible,  Prudiana  was  quite  un- 

*  approachable  by  gentlemen,  and  unfit 

*  for  any  converfation,  but  that  of  her 

*  fervants,  being  alfo  deferted  by  thofe 
1  of  her  own  fex,  by  whom  (he  might 
'  have  improved,  on  account  of  her  ccn- 

*  forious  difpofition.  And  what  was  the 

*  confequence?  Why  thi  s :  '-very  worthy 

*  perfon  of  both  fexes  defpifmg  her,  ayd 

*  (lie  being  uied  to  iee  nobody  but  fer- 
'  vants,  at  laft  throws  herfelf  upon  one 
'  of  that  clafs :  in  an  evil  hour,  fhe  find* 

*  tome  thing  that  is  taking  to  her  low 

*  tafte  in  the  perfon  of  her  papa's  valet, 

*  a  wretch  fo  infinitely  beneath  her,  (but 

*  a  gay  coxcomb  of  a  fervant)  that  every 

*  body  attributed  to  her  the  fcandal  of 

*  making  thefirft  advances  ;  for,  other- 

*  wife,  it  was  prefumed,  he  durft  not 
'  have  looked  up  to  his  matter's  daugh- 
'  ter.    So  here  ended  all  her  pride.  AH 

*  her  referves  came  to  this !    Her  cen- 
'  forioufiiefs  of  others,  redoubled  peo- 

*  pie's  contempts  upon  herfelf,  and  made 
t  nobody  pity  her.     She  was,  finally, 
f  turned  out  of  doors,  without  a  pennr 
'  of  fortune :  the  fellow  was  forced  to  fet 
4  up  a  barber's  fliop  in  a  country  town ; 

6  for 
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*  for  all  h£  knew,  was  to  fhavfe,  and  drefs 

*  a  peruke  ;  aud  her  papa  would  never 

*  look  upon  her  more:  ib  that  Prudiana 
'  became  the  outcall  of  her  family,  and 

*  the  fcorn  of  all  that  knew  her;  and  was 

*  forced  to  mingle  in  ccnverfation  and 
'  company  with  the  wretches  of  her  hul  - 

*  band's  degree  P 

*  Poor,    miferable    Prudiana  P   faid 
Mils. — '  What  a  fad,  fad  fall  was  hers. 

*  — And  all  owing  to  the  want  of  a  pro- 
f  per  education  too ! — And  to  the  lofs  of 
'  fuch  a  mamma,  as  I  have  an  aunt;  and 

*  fo  wile  a  papa, as  I  have  an  uncle! — How 

*  could  her  papa,  I  wonder,  reib'ain  her 

*  perfon  as  lie  did,  like  a  poor  nun,  and 
'  make  her  unacquainted  with  the  gene- 

*  rous  reftraints  of  the  mind.' 

*  I  am  fare,  my  dear  good  aunt,  it 
'  will  be  owing  to  you,  that  I  mail  never 
'  be  a  Coquetilla,  nor  a  Prudiana  nei- 
'  ther.   Your  table  is  always  fun  ound- 
'  cd  with  the  belt  of  company,  with 

*  worthy  gentlemen  as  well  as  ladies ; 
'  and  you  inftrucl  me  to  judge  of  both, 
'  and  of  every  new  gueft,  in  iiich  a  man- 
'  ner,  as  makes  me  efteem  them  all,  and 
'  cenfure  nobody  ;  but  yet  to  fee  faults 
'  in  fome  to  avoid,  and  graces  in  others 

*  to  imitate;  but  in  -nobody  but  yourfelf 

*  and  my  uncle,  any  thing  fo  like  perfec- 
'  tion,  as  mall  attract  one's  admiration 
4  to  one's  own  ruin.' 

*  You  are  young  yet,  my  love,  and 
'  muft  always  doubt  your  own  ftrengthj 

*  and  pray  to  GOD,  more  and  more,  as 

*  your  years  advance,  to  give  you  more 
'  and  more  prudence,  and  watchf  uir.ds 

*  over  your  conduct. 

'  But  yet,  my  dear,  you  muft  think 
«  juftly  of  yourfelf  too;  for  let  the  young 
'  gentlemen  be  ever  fo  learned  and  dif- 

*  creel,  your  education  entitles  }rou   to 
'  think  as  well  of  yourfelf  as  of  them  : 

*  for,  don't  you  fee,  the  ladies  who  are  fo 

*  kind  to  vifit  us,  that  have  not  been 
'  abroad,  as  you  have  been,  when  they 
'  were  young,  yet  make  as  good  figures  in 

*  converfation,  fay  as  good  things,  as  any 
'  of  the  gentlemen  ?  For,  my  dear,  all 

*  that  the  gentlemen  know  more  than  the 
'  ladies,  except  here  and  there  fuch  a  one 

*  as  your  dear  uucle,    with   all    their 

*  learned  education,  is  only,  that  they 

*  have  been  difciplbied  perhaps,  into  an 

*  obfervation   ot    a  few    accuracies    in 

*  fpeech,  which,  if  they  know  no  move, 

*  rather  diftinguifii  the  pedant,  than  the 

*  gentleman:   Inch  as  the  avoiding  o£  a 
'  talfe  concord,  as  they  call  it,  and  which 


you  know  how  to  do,  as  well  as  th« 
beft;  not  to  put  a  was  for  a  ewere,  an 
are  for  an  is,  and  to  be  able  to  fpeak  in 
mood  and  tenie,and  fuch-like  valuable 
parts  of  education  :  fo  that,  my  dear, 
you  can  have  no  reafon  to  look  upon 
thatfex  in  ib  high  a  light,  as  to  depre- 
ciate your  own :'  and  yet  you  muft  not 
be  proud  nor  conceited  neither;  but 
make  this  one  rule  your  guide : 

*  l\i  your  maiden  ft  ate,  think  yourfelf 
abffve  the  gentlemen,  and  they'll  think 
you  fo  too,  and  addrefs  you  with  reve- 
rence and  refpec*,  if  they  fee  there  be 
neither  pride  nor  arrogance  in  your  be- 
haviour, but  a  confcioufnefs  of  merit, 
a  true  dignity,  fuch  as  becomes  virgin 
modeiry,  and  untainted  purity  of  mind 
and  manners,  like-  that  of  an  angel 
among  men ;  forfo  young  ladies  mould 
look  upon  themfelves  to  be,  and  will 
then  bt  treated  as  fuch  by  the  other 
fex. 

'  In  your  married Jlate,  which  is  a  kind 
of  Itate  of  humiliation  for  a  lady,  you 
rr.uf  •:  think  yourfelf  fubordinate  to  your 
hufband;  for  fo  it  has  pleafed  GOD  to 
make  the  wife.  You  muft  have  no  will 
of  your  own,  in  petty  things  :  and  if 
you  marry  a  gentleman  of  ienfe  and 
honour,  Iuch  a  one  as  your  uncle,  he 
will  look  upon  you  as  his  equal;  and 
will  exalt  you  the  more,  for  your  abaf- 
ing  yourfelf. — In  (hort,  my  dear,  he 
will  acl:  by  you,  juft  as  your  dear  uncie 
does  by  me :  and  then,  what  a  happy 
creature  will  you  be  P 
<  So  I  mail,  Madam !  To  be  fure  I 
/hall!— But  I  know  I  (hall  be  happy 
whenever  I  marry,  becaufe  I  have  iuch 
wife  directors,  and  iuch  an  example 
before  me :  and  if  it  plcafe  GOD,  I  will 
never  think  of  any  man,  (in  puriuance 
of  your  coniiant  advice  to  young  ladies 
at  the  tea-table)  who  is  not  a  man  of 
fenfe,  and  a  virtuous  gentleman.  But 
now,  dear  Madam,  for  your  next  cha- 
racler.  There  are  two  more  yet  to 
come,  that's  my  plcafure !  I  wifh  there 
were  tenP 

*  Why  the  next  was  PROFUSIANA, 
you  may  remember,  my  lave.     Pro- 
fuftana  took  another  courfe  to  her  ruin. 
She   fell    into   fome   of    Coquetilla's 
foibles,  but  purlued  them  for  another 
end,  and  in  another  manner.     Struck 
with  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 
what  weak  people  call  the  upper  life,  ftie 
gives  herielf  up  to  the  circus,  to  balls, 
to  optns,  to  rnaiquerades,  and  afleui- 

«  blies; 


*  blies ;  affects  to  fhine  at  the  head  of  all 

*  company,  at  Tunbridge,  at  Bath,  and 
<  every  place  of  publick  refort;  plays 

*  high,    is  always   receiving  and  pay- 

*  ing  viiits,  giving  balls,  and  making 
(  treats  and  entertainments;    and  is  fo 

*  much  above  the  conduft  which  moilly 

*  recommends  a  young  lady  to  the  efteem 
'  of  the  delerving  of  the  other  fex,  that 
«  no  gentleman,  who  prefers  folid  hap- 
'  pinels,  can  think  of  addreffing  her, 

*  though  fhe  is  a  fine  perfon,  and  has 

*  many  outward  graces  of  behaviour. 
'  She  becomes  the  favourite  toaft  of  the 

*  places  me  frequents,  is  proud  of  that 

*  diftinclion  ;  gives  the  fafhion,  and  de- 
'*  lights  in  the  pride,  that  me  can  make 

*  apes  in  imitation,  whenever  flie  pleafes. 
'  But  yet,  endeavouring  to  avoid  being 

*  thought  proud,  makes  herfelf  cheap, 
'  and  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  attempts  of 

*  every  coxcomb  of  eminence  j  and  with 

*  much  ado,  preferves  her  virtue,  though 

*  not  her  character. 

'  What,  all  this  while,  Is  poor  Profti- 

*  fiana  doing?  She  would  be  glad,  per- 

*  haps,  of  a  fuitable  propofal,  and  would, 

*  it  may  be,  give  up  fome  of  her  gaieties 

*  and  extravagancies ;  for  Prof  ufiana  has 
'  wit,  and  is  not  totally  deltitute  of  rea- 

*  fon,  when  fhe  fuffers  herfelf  to  think. 

*  But  her  conduct  procures  her  not  one 

*  folid  friendfhip,  and  flie  has  nut  in  a 

*  twelvemonth,  among  a  thoufand  pro- 

<  feffionsof  fervice, one  devoir  that  fhe  can 
'  attend  to,  or  a  friend  that  fhe  can  de- 
«  pend  upon.     All  the  women  me  fees, 
'  if  me  excels  them,  hate  her  ;  th«  gay 
'  part  of  the  men,  with  whom  fheaccom- 

*  panics  moft,  are  all  in  a  plot  againft 

*  her  honour.  Even  the  gentlemen,  whole 
'  conducl  in  the  general  is  governed  by 
'  principles  of  virtue,  come  down  to  thefe 

<  publick  places  to  partake  of  the  inno- 

*  cent  freedoms  allowed  there,  and  oftcn- 
'  times  give  themfe'ves  airs  of  gallantry, 

*  and  never  have  it  in  their  thoughts  to 

*  commenceatreaty  of  marriage  with  an 
'  acquaintance  begun  upon  that  gay  fpot. 

*  What  folid  frjendfhips  and  fatisfac- 
'  tions  then  is Profufiana excluded  from? 

*  Her  name  indeed  is  written  in  every 

*  publick  window,  and  proftituted,  as  I 
'  may  call  it,  at  the  pleafure  of  every 
'  profligate,  or  lot,  who  wears  a  dia- 
4  mond  to  engrave  it :   and  that,  it  may 
'  be,  with  molt  vile  and  barbarous  im- 
«  putations  and  freedoms  of  words,  add- 

*  ed  by  rakes,  who  very  probably  never 

*  exchanged  a  iy liable  with,  her.    The 
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{  wounded  trees  are  perhaps  taught  alfb 
'  to  wear  the  initials  of  her  name,  linkedj 
'  notunlikely,andwideningastheygrow, 

*  with  thofe  of  a  fcoundrel.  But  all  this 
'  while,  (he  makes  not  the  leaft  impref- 

*  fion  upon  one  noble  heart:  and  at  laft, 
'  perhaps,  having  run  on  to  the  end  of 
'  an  uninterrupted  race  of  follies,  fhe  is 
'  cheated  into  the  arms  of  fome  vile  for- 

*  tune-hunter;    who   quickly    lavi&es 

*  away  the  remains  of  that  fortune  which 
'  her  extravagance  had  left ;  and  then, 

*  after  the  wortt  ufage,  abandoning  her 
'  with  contempt,  ihe  links  into  an  obfcu- 
'  rity,  that  cuts  fhort  the  thread  of  her 
{  life,  and  leaves  no  remembrance,  but 

*  on  the  brittle  glafs,  and  more  faithful 

*  bark,  that  ever  ihe  had  a  being.' 

'  Alas,  alas!  what  a  butterfly  of  a  day,' 
faid  Mil's  (anexprefllon  fhe  remembered 
of  Lady  Towers"*)  '  was  poor  Profu- 
'  liana! — -What  a  fad  thing  to  be  fo 

*  dazzled  by  worldly  grandeur,  and  to 

*  have  fo  many  admirers,  and  not  one 

*  real  friend!' 

*  Very  true,  my  dear;  and  how  care r 
f  fully  ought  a  peribn  of  a  gay  and  lively 

*  temper  to  watch  over  it !  And  what  a 
'  rock  may  publick  places  be  to  a  lady's 
'  reputation,  if  fhe  be  not  doubly  vigi- 
'  lant  in  her  conduct,  when  fhe  is  ex- 

*  pofed  to  the  cenfures  and  observations 

*  of  malignant  crowds  of  peop'e;  many 
'  of  the  worft  of  whom  (pare  the  lealf, 

*  thofe  who  are  moft  unlike  themlelvesi' 

*  But  then,  Madam, '  faid  Mifs, «  would 
'  Profufiana  venture  to  play  at  publick 

*  places  ?  Will  ladies,  game,  Madam  ? 

*  I  have  heard  you  fry,  that  lords,  and 
1  (harpers  but  juft  out  of  liveries,  in 
'  gaming,    are  upon  a  foot  in    every 

*  thing,  fave  that  one  has  nothing  to 

*  lofe,.  and  the  other  much,  befides  his 
f  reputation  ?  And  will  ladies  fo  difgrace 
f  their  characters, and  their  fex,  as  to  pur- 
'  fue  this  pernicious  diverfjou  in  publick?* 

'  Yes,  my  dear,  they  will,  too  often, 
'  the  more's  the  pity !  And  don't  you 

*  rcmembe:,  when  we  wei^e  at  Bath,  in 

*  what  a  harry  I  once  pafled  by  forne 
£  knots  of  genteel  people,  and  you  alked 
'  what  thole  were  doing  ?   I  told  you, 

*  whifperingly,  they  were  gaming;  and 
'  loth  I  was,   that  my  Mils  Goodwin. 

*  fliould  ftop  to  fee  fome  lights,  to  which, 

*  till  fhe  arrived  at  years  of  difcretion, 

*  ic  was  not  proper   to  familiarize  her 

*  eye ;  in  fome  fort  acling  like  the  ancient 
'  Romans,  who  would  not  aflign  punim- 

*  nitnts  to  certain,'  atrocious  crimes,  be- 

4  L  <  cauls 


caufe  they  had  fuch  an  high  idea  of 
human  nature,  as  to  fuppoie  it  inca- 
pable of  committing  diem  :  fo  I  was 
not  for  having  you,  while  a  little 
girl,  fee  thofe  things,  which  I  knew 
would  give  no  credit  to  our  fex,  and 
which  I  thought,  when  you  grew 
older,  mould  be  new  and  mocking  to 
you  :  but  now  you  are  fo  much  a  wo- 
man in  difcretion,  I  may  tell  you  any 
thing.' 

She  kifled  my  hand,  and  made  me  a 
$ne  courtefy — and  told  me,  that  now 
(he  longed  to  hear  of  Prudentials  con- 
duct.— *  Her  name,  Madam,'  faid  me, 
'  promifes  better  things,  than  thofe  of  her 

*  three  companions ;  and  fo  it  had  need  : 

*  for  how  fad  is  it  to  think,  that  out 

*  of  four  ladies  of  diftinction,  three  of 
€  them  mould  be  naughty,  and,  ofcourfe, 
'  unhappy.' — '  Thefe  two  words,  of 
4  courfey  my  dear,'   faid  I,  '  were  very 

*  prettily  put   in :  let  me   kifs  you  for 
'  them :  fince  every  one  that  is  naughty, 
4  fir(t   or  laft,  muft  be  certainly  un- 

*  happy. 

r  Far  otherwife  than  what  I  have  re- 
4  lated,  was  it  with  the  amiable  PRU- 
f  DENTIA.  Like  the  indulrrious  bee,  me 

*  makes  up  her  honey-hoard  from  every 

*  flower,  bitter  as  well  as  fweet;  for  every 
4  .chara£ler  is  of  vile  to  her,  by  which  flie 
f  can  improve  her  own,     She  had  the 

*  happinefs  of  an  aunt,   who  loved  her, 

*  as  I  doyou^  and  of  an  uncle,   who 

*  doted  on  her,  as  your's  does  :    for, 
€  alas  !  poor  Puutentia  loft  her  papa  and 
'  marnma  almort  in  her  infancy,  in  one 

*  week  :  but  was  fo  happy  in  her  Uncle 
4  and  aunt's  care,  as  not  to  rnifs  them 

*  in  her  education,  and  but  jufc  ^  re- 

*  member  their  perfons.     By  readirtg, 

*  by  oblervation,  and  by  attention,  fhe 
€:  daily  added  new  advantages  to  thofe 
'  which  her  education  gave  her.     She 

*  {'aw,   and  pitied,   the  .fluttering  free- 
6  doms,  and  dangerous  flights,  ofCo- 

*  QUETILLA.     The  fallen  piide,  the 
*'  affectation,    and  ftiff  referves,  which 
e  PRUD.IANA  afftimed,   (lie  penetrated, 
4  and  made  it  her  lludy  to  avoid.    And 
'  the  gay,  hazardous  conduct,  extrava- 

*  gant  temper,  and  love  of  tinfelhd  gran- 

*  deur,  which  were   the   blemilhes  of 

*  PROFUSIANA'S  character,  medread- 

*  ed  and  fhunned.     She  fortifies  herfelf 

*  with  the  excellent  examples  of    the 
'  paft  and  prefefit  ages,  and  knows  how 

*  to-  avoid  th*  faults  of  the    faulty* 


and  to  imitate  the  graces  of  the  moft 
perfect.  She  takes  into  her  fcheme 
of  that  future  happinefs,  which  fhe 
hopes  to  make  her  own,  what  are  the 
true  excellencies  of  her  fex,  and  en- 
deavours to  appropriate  to  herfelf  the 
domeftic  virtues,  which  mail  one  day 
make  her  the  crown  of  fome  worthy 
gentleman's  earthly  happinefs ;  and 
which,  of  courfe,  as  you  prettily  faid, 
my  dear,  will  fecure  and  heighten  her- 
own. 

«  That  noble  franknefs  of  dlfpofition, 
that  fweet  and  unaffected  opennefs  and 
fimplicity,  which  mine  in  all  her  ac«» 
tions  and  behaviour,  commend  her 
to  the  efteem  and  reverence  of  all  man- 
kind j  as  her  humility  and  affability, 
and  a  temper  uncenforious,  and  ever 
making  the  beft  of  what  is  faid  of  the 
abfent  perfon,  of  either  fex,  do  to  the 
love  of  every  lady.  Her  name  indeed 
is  not  proftituted  on  windows,  nor 
carved  on  the  barks  of  trees  in  pub- 
lick  places :  but  it  fmells  fweet  to 
every  noftril,  dwells  on  every  tongue, 
and  is  engraved  on  every  heart.  She 
meets  with  no  addrefs  but  from  men 
of  honour  and  probity :  the  fluttering 
coxcomb,  the  inveigling  parafite,  the 
Jnfidious  deceiver,  the  mercenaiy  for- 
tune-hunter, fpread  no  fnares  ,  for 
a  heart  guarded  by  difcretion  and 
prudence,  as  her's  is.  They  fee, 
that  all  her  amiable  virtues  are  the 
happy  refiilt.of  an  uniform  judgment, 
and  the  effe^S  of  her  own  wifdom, 
founded  in  an  education  to  which  fh« 
does  the  higheft  credit.  And  at  laft, 
after  feveral  worthy  offers,  enough  to 
perplex  any  lady's  choice,  me  blefles 
fome  one  happy  gentleman,  more  di- 
ftinguiflied  than  the  reft,  for  learning, 
good  fenfe,  and  truepolitenefs,  which 
is  byt  another  word  for  'virtue  and 
honou'f^  and  mines,  to  her  laftliour, 
in  all  the  duties  of  domeftick  life,  a$ 
-an  excellent  wife,  mother,  miftrefs, 
friejid,  and  Chriftian ;  and  fo  confirms 
all  the  expectations  of  which  her  maiden 
life  had  given  fuch  flreng  and  fuch 
edifying  prefages.'' 


Then  folding  my  dear  Mifs  in  my 
arms,  and  kifling  her,  tears  of  pleafure 
{landing  in  her  pretty  eyes — '  Who 
'  would  not,'  faid  I,  '  fliun  the  exam- 
f  pks  oftheCoc^UETiLLA's,  thePRU- 
*  DIANA'S,  and  tht  PROFUSJANA'S 

*  of 
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'  of  this  world,  and  choo(e  to  imitate 

•  the  character  of  PRUDENTIA!— 

*  the  happy    and  the    hnppy-making 
'  PRUDENTIA  !* 

'  O  Madam !  Madam  I  faid  the  dear 
creature,  fmothering  me  with  her  rap- 
turous kiffes,  «  PRUDENTIA  is  YOU! 
«  — Is  YOU  indeed ! — It  can  be  nobody 
<  elfe! — O  teach  me,  good  GOD!  to 
'  follow  your  example,  and  I  mail  be 
«  a  SECOND  PRUDENTIA— Indeed  I 
«  ftalir 
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'  God  fend  you  may,  my  beloved 
c  Mifs  !  And  may  He  blefs  you  more, 
*  if  poffible,  than  PRUDENTIA  was 
«  blefled  r 

And  fo,  my  dear  Lady.  G.  you  hav« 
fome  of  my  nurfery  tales  ;  with  which, 
relying  on  your  kind  allowance  -and 
friendfhip,  I  conclude  myfelf  your  of- 
feShnatt  and  faithful 


CONCLUSION 


THE  Editor  thinks  proper  to  con- 
clude in  this  place,  that  he  may  not 
be  thought  to  deferve  a  fufpicion,  that 
the  extent  of  the  work  was  to  be  meafured 
but  by  the  patience  of  it's  readers.  But 
he  thinks  it  neceffary,  in  order  to  eluci- 
date the  whole,  to  fubjoin  a  brief  note  of 
the  following  fa  els. 

Mr.  B.  (after  the  affair  which  took 
date  at  the  mafquerade,  and  concluded  fo 
happily)  continued  to  be  one  of  the  beft 
and  molt  exemplary  of  men,  an  honour 
to  his  country,  both  in  his  publick  and 
private  capacity ;  having,  at  the  inftances 
•f  fome  of  his  friends,  in  very  elevated 
ftations,  accepted  of  an  honourable  em- 
ployment abroad  in  the  fervice  of  the 
ftatej  which  he  difcharged  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  might  be  expected  from  his 
qualifications  and  knowledge  of  the 
world :  and  on  his  return,  after  an  abfence 
of  three  years,  refilling  all  the  tempta- 
tions of  ambition,  devoted  himfelf  to  his 
privater  duties,  and  joined  with  his  ex- 
cellent lady  in  every  pious  wifh  of  her 
heart :  adorning  the  married  life  with  all 
the  warmth  of  an  elegant  tendernefs  :  be- 
Ipved  by  his  tenants,  refpected  by  his 
neighbours,  revered  by  his  children,  and 
almoft  adored  by  the  poor,  in  every  county 
where  his  eftates  gave  him  intereft,  as  well 
for  his  own  bountiful  temper,  as  for  the 
charities  which  he  permitted  to  be  dif- 
penfed,  with  fo  liberal  a  hand,  by  his 
kdy. 

She  made  him  the  father  of  feven  fine 
,  fivi  ion*,  and  two  daughters;  ail 


adorned  and  accomplifhed  by  nature,  to 
be  the  joy  and  delight  of  fuch  parents ; 
being  educated,  in  every  refpect,  by  the 
rules  of  their  inimitable  mother,  laid 
down  in  that  book  which  me  mentions 
to  have  been  written  by  her  for  the  re- 
vifal  and  correction  of  her  confort;  the 
contents  of  which  may  be  gathered  from 
her  remarks  upon  Mr.  Locke's  Treatilr 
of  Education,  in  her  letters  to  Mr.  B« 
and  in  thofe  to  Lady  G. 

MifsGooo  WIN,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
was  married  to  a  young  gentleman  of  fine 
parts,  and  great  fobriety  and  virtue :  and 
both  me  and  he,  in  everv  material  part  of 
their  conduct,  and  in  their  behaviour  to 
one  another,  emulated  the  good  exampks 
fet  them  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 

Lord  D AVERS  dying  two  years  before 
this  marriage,  his  lady  went  to  refide  at 
the  Hall  in  Lincolnfhire,  the  place  of  her 
birth,  that  me  might  enjoy  the  company 
and  converfation  of  her  excellent  fifter"; 
who,  for  conveniency  of  the  chapel,  and 
advantage  of  room  and  fituation,  had 
prevailed  upon  Mr.  B.  to  make  that  the 
chiefplace  of  his  refidence  5  and  there  the ' 
noble  lady  lived  long  (in  the  ftricteft 
friendfhip  with  the  happy  pair)  an  ho- 
nourable relict  of  her  affectionate  lord. 

The  worthy  Mr.  ANDREWS,  and  his 
wife,  lived  together  in  the  fweet  tranquil- 
lity, fet  forth  in  their  letters,  for  the  fpace 
of  twelve  years,  at  the  Kentirti  farm :  the 
good  old  gentlewoman  died  firft,  full  of 
years  aftd  comfort,  her  dutiful  daughter 
performing  the  laft  pious  offices  to  fo  be- 

loved 
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"loved  and  fo  loving  a  parent :  her  huf- 
band  furviving  her  about  a  year  only. 

Lady  G.  Mifs  DARN  FORD  that  was, 
after  a  happy  marriage  of  feveral  years, 
died  in  childbed  of  her  fourth  child ;  to  the 
inexpreflible  concern  of  her  affectionate 
confort,  and  of  her  dear  friend  Mrs.  B. 

Lord  H.  after  having  fuftered  great 
difhonour  by  the  ill  courfes  of  his  wife, 
and  great  devaluations  in  his  etlate, 
through  her  former  debts,  and  continued 
extravagance,  (intimidated  and  difpirite4 
by  her  perpetual  infults,  and  thofe  of  her 
gaming  brother,  who  with  hi.s  bullying 
friends  terrified  him  into  all  their  mea- 
fures)  threw  himfelf  upon  the  protection 
of  Mr.  B.  who,  by  his  fpirit  and  pru- 
dence, laved  him  from  utter  ruin,  punim- 
ed  his  wife's  accomplices,  and  obliged 
her  to  accept  of  a  feparate  maintenance: 
and  then,  taking  his  affairs  into  his  own 
management,  in  due  cotirle  of  time  5n- 
tirelyre-eftablimed  them:  and,afterfome 
years,  his  wife  dying,  he  became  wifer 
by -his  patl  fufferings,  and  married  a  fe- 
cond,  of  Lady  Davers's  recommenda- 
tion j  who,  by  her  prudence  and  virtue, 
made  him  happy  for  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

Mr.  LONGMAN  lived  to  a  great  age 
in  the  worthy  family,  ranch  efteemed  by 


every  one,  having  trained  up  a  diligent 
youth,  whom  he  had  recommended,  to 
eafe  him  in  his  bufmefs,  and  wlw,  an- 
fwering  expectation,  fucceeded  him  in  it, 
after  his  death. 

He  dying  rich,  out  of  his  great  love 
and  gratitude  to  the  family,  in  whofe  fer- 
vice  he  had  acquired  moft  of  his  fortune, 
and  in  difguft  to  his  neareil  relations, wh» 
had  perverfely  difobliged  him,  he  be- 
queathed to  three  of  them  one  hundred 
pounds  a-piece,  and  left  all  the  reft  to  his 
'honoured  principal,  Mr.B.;  who, as  foon 
as  he  came  to  know  it,  being  at  that  time 
abroad,  directed  his  lady  to  call  together 
the  relations  of  the  old  gentleman ;  and, 
after  touching  them  to  the  heart  with  a 
juft  and  tffeclual  reproof,  and  finding 
them  filled  with  a  due  fenfe  of  their  de- 
merit, which  had  been  the  caufe  of  their 
fuffering,  then  to  divide  the  whole,  which 
had  been  left  him,  among  them,  in  greater 
proportions,  as  they  were  more  nearly  re- 
lated :  an  action  worthy  of  fo  generous 
and  ennobled  a  fpirit;  and  which  pro- 
cured him  the  prayers  and  bleflings,  not 
only  of  the  benefited,  but  all  who  heard 
of  it.  For  it  is  eaiy  to  imaginp,  how 
cheerfully,  and  how  gracefully,  his  be- 
nevolent lady  difcharged  a  command  & 
well  fuitedto  her  natural  generofity. 


THE      END, 


The  Novelist1 '  sine 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKET 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 


